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"IF YE WILL INQUIRE, INQUIRE YE," 

This Inquirers' Department is conducted for the purpose of helping those who are studying the Bible. The answers are oftentimes only suggestive. They are never to be considered in-
fallible, only as they agree with the infallible Word. The writer who may answer them does not consider that his opinion is infallible. lie will simply give the best that he has, and plead with 

the inquirer to search the Word. Such questions only will be answered as. to the editors, seem to minister to the good of the readers and to the mission of the paper. We can not answer 

repeatedly in the same volume questions upon the same scripture. The name and address mast accompany question, not for publication. but as an evidence of good faith• and that answer may be 

made by letter if deemed advisable. No letters are answered which do not contain the name of the writer. It is well always to enclose stamp for reply. 

3460— Can Not Be Saved 
Do not Prov. 16:4 and Rom. 9:15-24 

teach that some persons can not set 
saved? 	 A. IC 

No; God saves character; and He calls to sa-
vable character every soul. The first scripture 
simply teaches that all things are fitting in God's 
plan. The wicked will belong to the day of 
wrath, but God compels none to be wicked. See 
His oath in Eze. 88:11. 

God would have glorified.,  His name through 
Pharaoh's submission if the Egyptian monarch 
had yielded, even as He did through Nebuchad-
nezzar and Cyrus. He raised him up, brought him 
to the Egyptian throne, for that purpose. Pha-
raoh would not submit, therefore God's Spirit 
left him to hardness of heart. Yet God got glory 
to Himself despite the King's stubbornness. 

Study one expression in the last scripture pas-
sage, Rom. 9:15. On whom is it God's will to 
have mercy?—"Showing mercy unto thousands 
of them that love Me, and keep My command-
ments." Ex. 20:6. We expect that; but upon 
what other class is it God's will to show com-
passion and mercy? Listen: "Let the wicked for-
sake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and 
He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for He will abundantly pardon." Isa. 55:7. "Say 
unto them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I have 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye 
die?" Eze. 33:11. God does not tantalize in 
"whosoever" in John 3:16 and Rev. 22:17. 

3461 — The Salvation of Children 
Will the children of the unrighteous 

who die in infancy be destroyed? 
H. N. L. 

This question 1s asked to settle an argument; 
one holding from Job 14:4 that as unrighteous 
parents were unclean, their offspring must be; 
and the other that as Christ saves from Adamic 
sin, the children, being innocent, having com-
mitted no sins of their own, would be saved. 
We know little of the argument, and care less. 
Neither is it our desire to settle arguments of 
any sort. A bad argument with a good arguer 
sometimes wins, and vice versa. 

Now in the first place, the Bible 4s not given 
to settle questions of mere curiosity, but to re-
veal God to responsible souls. He has not spoken 
explicitly regarding children. They are safe in 
His hands. We do not see that Job 14:4 has any 

• bearing on the salvation of children. Of course 
man ow; not bring a clean thing out of an un-
clean. He can cleanse neither the scarlet nor 
the crimson stain of sin. None of them can 
redeem a brother. Ps. 49:7. But Christ can 
do all these. Every soul saved is saved out of 
the unclean. 

In a general way Christ saves all from the 
Adamic sin irrespective of character, because it 
is, not the fault of the human that he was born 
in sin; and where sin abounds, grace do-es much 
more abound to save every soul from his own 
sins. The children are therefore saved from 
Adamic sin. They therefore stand innocent be-
fore God. No sin is recorded against them. Are 
they not of that class of which Jesus said, "Suf-
fer the little children to come unto Me, and for- 
bid them not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God"? Such would receive instruction in that 
realm of truth without question. Of course, there 
are monstrosities and perversions of even the 
normal fallen human, begotten in lust and con-
ceived - in iniquity, stamped with perversity. 
These God in His mercy may let sleep the "per-
petual sleep." We do not know. We are willing 
to leave all with Him. It behooves parents to 
live for God, that right characters may be 
formed in their children. Deut. 30: 19, 20. 

— 

3462—Is It Right for Women to Teach? 
Please explain 1 Cor. 14:34; 1 Tim. 2:12. 

P. L H. 
There are many passages that are and always 

will be obscure and difficult to understand, be-
cause we do not know the circumstances that 
demanded the instruction given. It clearly seems 
that there was danger, in the apostle's day, in 
the new-found freedom in the Gospel, of women's 
doing things that were unwomanly, out of place, 
perhaps after the manner of heathen priestesses. 
This the apostle rebukes. Altho there may be 
women capable of leading, and men docile as 
lambs to be led, reduced to practise, it is in- 

consistent, incongruous, and to most women ab-

horrent. Mannish women or womanish men are 
little help either to church or State or society. 

But does this give woman no place, no voice, 
in the church of the Lord? Let our timid querist 
read Ex. 15: 20; 1 Samuel 1 and 2; 2 Chron. 34: 
22-28; Prov. 31:10-31, records of God's use of 
women, and instructions to them. Let her read 
of the holy women who followed Jesus, minister- 
ing to Him; of the labors of Dorcas and Phebe 
and Priscilla; of the, promise that "your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy [teach];" of 
the four daughters of Philip, all Of whom prophe- 
sied; of the mothers of good kings, specially men-
tioned of God. See Luke 8:2, 3; 24:10; John 4: 
28, 29; Acts 2:17, 18; 9:36-42; 21:9; 18:24-26; Rom. 
16:1-3; 2 Tim. 1:5. God wishes to use woman in 
all her sweet and blessed winning ways, a thou-
sand times more potent in the proper place than 
in the assumption of undue authority. Will she 
teach?—Certainly she will; perhaps preach; but 
she will do it, or should do it, like a woman. 

—4(- 
3463— Money Given by Saloon-Keepers 

On what principle are Christians jus-
tified in accepting and using money for 
the erection of church buildings, or for 
any other missionary purpose, that was 

• made from the sale of intoxicating 
liquors, or what is oftentimes called 
"blood-money"? 	 C. P. W. 

k We read in the Word given to Israel: "Thou 
shalt not bring the hire of a 'harlot, or the wages 
of a dog, into the house of Jehovah thy God for 
any vow; for even both these are an abomination 
unto Jehovah thy God." Deut. 23:18. It would 
naturally seem that money gotten by corrupting 
men and women, debauching character, making 
worse than widows and orphans, would fall un- 
der the same category. 	Read Half. 2: 	9-16. 
Might we not, expect that stone should cry to 
beam and agonizing response be given in a house 
so built? The Word tells us that a "gift blindeth 
the wise, and perverteth the words of the right- 
eous." Ex. 23:8. Would the church builders feel 
just as free to save men from the evil of the 
intoxicants the giver sold, if they received his 
gift? Remember always that we are not con-
demning the purveyor of intoxicants. His case 
rests with God. But we do condemn his business, 
warn men against the awful evils engendered 
thereby, and endeavor to save those from prac-
tises which make•them his best customers. Shall 
we do aught that will shade down our message, 
or render us derelict in duty? 

2. But we should never refuse such money for 
the poor, the needy, the heathen. It belongs 
there. Thank God that some of it is returning 
to a channel of blessing. 

3. If the money comes from one to whom it 
has come from the saloon-keeper, that is another 
thing. For instance, the saloon-keeper's wife or 
son has given it. It presumably belongs to them 
in a legitimate way, as does the money the milk-
man receives from the saloon-keeper for furnish-
ing the milk, or the tailor in making his clothes. 
It is their money they give, not the saloon-
keeper's. 

4. We do not believe that God asks his servants 
to seek the source of every coin or note con-
tributed to His cause. Take it as from God, and 
leave the channel to Him. But when it comes as 
a bribe, to buy friendship, or to silence testi-
mony, it is quite another matter. Then deal 
frankly with the giver, and keep heart and con-
science and conduct under God's control. 

3464 — Marriage and Divorce. MatL•19:S, 9 
Please explain Matt. 19:8, 9. If Moses 

permitted a writing of divorcement on 
account of the hardness of their hearts, 
would it be right for either one of the 
parties to marry again? 	 R. 

Under that law of Moses the woman might. 
The law is given in Deut. 24:1-4. In the light of 
Christ's teaching a man can put away his wife 
and marry again only in case of fornication. If 
he does, he commits adultery. If some one mar-
ries the guilty woman, he becomes an adulterer. 

— 
3465 — The Roman Catholic Church 

What proof have we that the Roman 
Catholic Church has not existed since St. 
Peter's time? 	 R. T. 

The proof is that that body of religionists does 
not agree with what God has said concerning His 
church in either character or doctrine. That 
church, a religio-political organization, may be 
said to have begun in the time of Constantine. 
She fits admirably what the Lord predicted of 
organised apostasy.  

34116—Capital Punishment and Jury Duty 
Is it right in God's sight to condemn 

a murderer to death? In this State the 
jury has to pass sentence. Is it right 
for a Christian who does not believe in 
capital punishment to acquiesce in such 
decision? 	 H. 

We believe that invariably a court would ex-
cuse a man from jury duty on a murder trial who 
did not believe in capital punishment; and it 
is the duty of such a one, If he is chosen, to 
acquaint the trial judge with his conviction. It 
is a God-given right that a State should protect 
its citizens; and he who deliberately kills an- 
other, knows the consequence. Normally, it is 
not the juror nor the judge that condemns a 
murderer to die; it is the law; and the verdict, 
if the prisoner be found guilty, is simply saying 
that under the law he must be executed if there 
be no extenuating circumstances. If there are, 
we presume that all States permit modification in 
sentence. 

3487 — The 144,090 of Rev. 7:4 
In Rev. 7:4 does the 144,000 include the 

righteous that have died before that time? 
R. T. 

We do not so understand. They may include 
some of them. They include (see Rev. 14:1-6) 
those who have had the special experience de- 
scribed. In Bible numbering, generally the males 
only are reckoned. If this follows the same cus- 
tom, there are women and children besides. It 
is not material. The beauty of  the passage  is 
that God will save His elect  number, and no 
one is excluded thereby from  salvation. 

—*- 

346S — Discretion. Prov. 11: 22 

Will you please give the meaning of 
"discretion" in Prov. 11:22? 	 H. 

The Standard Dictionary tells us that "dis-
cretion" means "the ability and tendency to de-
cide with prudence and circumspection; instruc-
tive perception of what is wise or proper, united 
with caution, . • .  especially in relation to one's 
own conduct." The Hebrew word indicates nice 
perception, good taste. Spurrell (a woman) ren-
ders: "As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, is 
a lovely woman who hath departed from dis-
cretion." That is, unwise, reckless, wanton, silly 
behavior looks as much out of place in a lovely 
woman as a gold ring in the snout of • a swine. 

_ _ 

3469 — L. II. Acts 27:28 — The text is a part of 
Paul's speech, and predicted that the shipwrecked 
company sfiould  be  saved and cast upon a certain 
island, the name of which,  Melita, is told  in 
Acts 28:1. 

Schedule for Week Ending June 24, 1911 
Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Sabbath 

June 18 
19 

" 20 
" 21 
" 22 
" 23 
" 24 

Psalms 42-45 
46-49 

" 	50 -54 
" 	Fi-58 
" 	59-64 
" 	65-68 
" 	69-72 

—*— 

A whole week in the storehouse of the songs of 
the Lord, or as Spurgeon calls the Psalms, "the 
treasury of David." Our comments will be few. 
Psalm 45 is a prophecy of Christ and His church. 
Psalm 50 is a prophecy of Christ's coming and 
conditions 'preceding it. The next psalm is a 
good one for the sinner to learn on his knees —
to learn its truth by experience. What a note 
of triumph rings through Psalm 68! The fol-
lowing psalm — 69 --ie prophetic of Christ's ex-
perience when upon Him for our sakes rested the 
sins of the world. Psalm 72 is prophetic of the 
everlasting kingdom of "great David's greater 
Son" upon this earth renewed. 

Read the lesson in the morning. Rise early 
enough to do it without interfering with absolute 
time engagements. Many things will press in; 
shut them all out and retire with God for a  few 
minutes. Read for personal good. Take home 
the reproofs to Tour own heart. Humble your-
self with the psalmist. Let your faith reach out 
with his to grasp God's promises. Make the Word 
yours. Let the Spirit translate it into your life. 
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HE Lord has momentous truths to 
reveal to those who would under-
stand the things of the Spirit. 
His lessons are for all; and 
adapted to the needs of all. 

While His lessons are clothed in language 
so simple that a child might understand 
them, the truth is so deep that the most 
learned may well be charmed, and worship 
the Author of matchless wisdom. Tho the 
wisest may find abundant food for thought 
in His simplest utterance, the humblest may 
comprehend His truth, and appropriate His  

were proud, world-loving, bigoted, ambitious 
men, who loved the praise of men more than 
the approval of God; for they were ignorant 
both of the Scriptures and of the power of 
God. In their ignorance they did not 
scruple to supplant the teaching of the 
prophets with their own expositions of the 
Word of God. They wrested the Scripture 
from its relation to truth, and made it serve 
the cause of error. But they were exceed-
ingly jealous of their position as teachers of 
the people, and looked with hatred upon the 
divine Teacher, who taught as one having  

to His ministry. But while He evaded the 
treacherous spies, He made truth so clear 
that error was manifested, and the honest 
in heart could readily discern what was 
truth. 

The parables of Christ have been placed 
on record, and to the honest, diligent 
searcher after truth, their meaning will be 
made plain, their mystery unveiled. Those 
who will not seek for truth as for hidden 
treasure, make manifest the fact that they do 
not sincerely desire to know what is truth. 
Christ still says to His true followers, "It 
is given unto you to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven." "Whosoever hath, 
to him shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance." He who responds to the draw- 

Christ's Use of Parables 
By Mrs. E. G. White 

JESUS TEACHING FROM PETER'S BOAT THE PARABLES OF MATTHEW 13 
	

Hofmann 

promises to the need of the soul. Jesus 
taught men for the purpose of arousing de-
sire to understand the things of God, that 
they might behold the excellence of the di-
vine character, and make application for 
the righteousness of Christ, in which they 
might stand accepted before the Lord Je-
hovah. Have you a sense of want in your 
soul ? Do you hunger and thirst after right-
eousness ? Then this is an evidence that 
Christ has wrought upon your heart, and 
created this sense of need in your soul, in 
order that He may be sought unto to do for 
you, through the endowment of the Holy 
Spirit, those things which it is impossible 
for you to do for yourself. 

Among the multitudes that listened to the 
words of Christ, were scribes and Pharisees, 
Sadducees and elders, rabbis and priests, 
Herodians and rulers. Most of this class  

authority. Above all things they desired to 
find something whereby they might bring 
accusation against Him ; and for this pur-
pose they set spies upon His track to see if 
they could not catch something from His 
lips that would cause His condemnation, and 
forever silence Him who seemed to draw 
the world after Him. But Jesus knew the 
hearts of all, and understood the character 
of the men who watched Him with malig-
nant looks from the multitudes that gath-
ered to hear His words, and He presented 
truth in such a way that they could find 
nothing whereby they might bring His case . 
before the Sanhedrin. In parables He ex-
posed the hyuocrisy and wicked works of 
those who occupied high positions, and 
clothed in imagery truth of so cutting a 
character that had it been spoken in direct 
denunciation, they would have put an end  

ing of Christ, will be found inquiring as 
to what is truth, that his feet may be di-
rected into the way of righteousness. Christ 
is drawing all men, but all do not respond to 
His drawing. Those who yield their will 
to God's will, who are willing to follow 
where the Spirit of God may lead, who re-
ceive the light and walk therein, will seek 
for still more of heavenly enlightenment, 
and "shall have more abundance." But 
whoever resists the drawing of the Spirit of 
God, and refuses to walk in the light, choos-
ing to walk in the path of his own selecting, 
will not be compelled to yield his stubborn 
will, or be forced to walk in the path of 
peace and holiness. Those who follow this 
course are of those who, having eyes, see not, 
but are blind to the terrible results of their 

(Continued on page 8) 



This is n faithful saying, nod worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ .Jesus came into 
the world to sn‘e sinners: of whom I ant 
chief. I Tint. 1:15. 

sS-1   HE SIGNS      OF THE TIMES 
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The Gospel in Type and 
Antitype 

By Loretta V. Robinson 

For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only-begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieved) in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. John 3,10. 

The Fall and the Gospel — Early Types 
of Sacrifice 

In the beginning God created the heaven and 

the earth. Gen. 1:1. 

FTER the earth, teeming with ani-
mal and vegetable life, had been 
created, man, the crowning work 
of God, the one for whom all 
things were made, was brought 

forth. "And God said, Let Us make man 
in Our image, after Our likeness : and let 
them have dominion . . . over all the 
earth." Gen. 1 : 26. The psalmist said, 
"Thou madest Him to have dominion over 
the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all 
things under His feet." Ps. 8: 6. 

The love of God for the beings He had 
made was not yet satisfied; therefore He 
planted a garden eastward in Eden, and out 
of the ground made every tree to grow that 
was pleasant to the sight and good for food, 
and there He placed the man and the woman 
He had created. 

In the midst of the garden stood one tree, 
the Tree of Life, far surpassing in beauty 
all other trees. In its fruit was the power 
to perpetuate life. 

Power of Choice 
But that man might be happy in obedi-

ence, and that God might derive pleasure 
therefrom, he must be more than a mere 
machine, or an automaton. Power of choice 
must be given him. 

One writer has said: "God is the abso-
lute sovereign. He has made man an ab-
solute sovereign in one realm,— that of his 
will, his power of choice. There is one place 
where man reigns alone, an absolute auto-
crat, where not even God can come save as 
the autocrat desires it ; that is in his will." 
And that man might have the opportunity 
of choice, God placed in the garden the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, with the 
command that they should not taste it on 
penalty of death. 

Man could never have reached the high 
ideal for which God had created him, with-
out the power. of choice ; and only the use of 
power gives actual possession. 

The Climax and the Crisis 
The climax is the highest point or the 

top rung of the ladder. A crisis is the meet-
ing-place of possible victory and possible 
disaster. 

When the temptation came to disobey God, 
to partake of the forbidden tree, it was cli-
max of opportunity, and a crisis of action. 
God gave man the opportunity of using his 
power of choice that he might reach the 
topmost levels, and with the opportunity 
came the temptation. And thus God has 
ever dealt with man. 

The suggestion that God was prohibiting 

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, from your vain conversation re-
ceived by tradition from your fathers; but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spots 
who verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest 
in these last times for you, who by Him do 
believe in God. 1 Peter 1:18-21. 

something that was needful, was followed by 
another,— that He was keeping back from 
them the very thing He was pretending to 
give them, that was likeness to Himself. 
"Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 
evil," had the desired effect. And the 
woman, seeing, as it were, through the eyes 
of the tempter, "saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did 
eat, and gave also unto her husband with 
her ; and he did eat." Gen. 3 : 6. 

The choice was made. The act was done. 
The possibility of reaching the precipice 

The Real Cure 
By Nora B. Warns 

Unto you that fear My name shall the 
Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in 
His wings. 	Mal. 4: 2. 

Behold the Sun of Righteousness, 
With healing in each ray! 

Behold His pow'r — 
Each day and hour— 

To take vile sins away! 

He shines o'er every sin-sick heart, 
O'er every guilty soul, 

That will believe, 
And then receive 

His pow'r to make them whole. 

The germs of error — hidden low 
In every heart and mind — 

This Sun makes clear, 
And brings good cheer 

And healing for each kind. 

The mind healed by these holy beams 
On holy thoughts will dwell; 

The tongues made pure 
By this blest cure, 

Only His praises tell! 

Earth's dismal nightshades quickly flee 
When bursts the light of morn; 

So sin's dark night 
Will take its flight 

When righteous hearts are horn. 

My heart believed God's holy Word; 
For me His Sun arose; 

Each day I lay 
Beneath His ray 

My sins and all my woes. 

O helpless ones — diseased by sin 
In body, mind, and soul — 

Try day and night 
This healing light: 

Believe — and be made whole! 

Shine, blessed Sun, o'er every soul 
Now dying in its sin, 

Till some will see 
And worship Thee, 

E'er death the vict'ry win. 

height was passed, and man was plunged 
into the yawning gulf below, without hope 
and without God in the world, the death 
sentence hanging over his head. Who can 
fathom all that lay in that one act of diso-
bedience ? All the sin, the misery, the 
wretchedness, the appalling crime, the sick-
ness and death, with which our earth has 
since been cursed, lay in embryo in that ap-
parently small act of disobedience. Who 
can know, in the moment of temptation, the 
terrible consequences that will result from 
one wrong step ! 

The- Dwarfing of Sin 
Shortly after the transgression, God ap-

peared in the garden, and made known to  

the guilty pair the results cf their disobedi-
ence. No longer could they be permitted to 
remain in their Eden home. God said, "Be-
hold, the man has become as one of 'Us." 
He had exercised his power of choice, he had 
chosen wrong. "And now, lest he put forth 
his hand, and take also of the Tree of Life." 
"Lest!" Wrong choice always limits our 
future action. Sin narrows. The sinner 
must not be permitted to partake of the 
Tree of Life, and live in sin and rebellion 
forever. Love drove the man from the Para-
dise garden until the lesson of obedience 
should be learned. When he had changed 
sides in the fight with evil, and got the vic-
tory, the gates would again open, and such 
have a right to the Tree of Life. But altho 
this tree was shut away from man for a 
time, yet life itself was offered him in the 
person of God's dear Son. He is that tree 
whose branches, bend so low that even the 
humblest soul may pluck, and eat, and live 
forever, with no fear that sin will be per-
petuated; for only "he that hath the Son 
hath life." 1 John 5: 12. 

The love that drove man from the garden, 
could not long leave him hopeless and help-
less; it must unfold to him God's wonderful 
plan of life and salvation, laid deep and sure 
back in the days of eternity. Christ was 
" the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world," "according as He hath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, 
. . . having predestinated us unto the adop-
tion of children by Jesus Christ." Eph. 
1 : 4, 5. 

The plan of salvation was not, therefore, 
an afterthought. The first intimation of 
this plan, as recorded, was communicated 
in the 'sentence pronounced upon Satan in 
the garden. The Lord declared, "I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head,. and thou shalt bruise his 
heel." Gen. 3 : 15. 

This sentence uttered in the presence of 
our first parents was to them a promise. 
While it foretold a great conflict between 
man and Satan, it declared that Satan 
should finally be destroyed and man be vic-
torious. But who is this "seed" that should 
become so one with man as to cause him to 
triumph ? — The same as was promised to 
Abraham. "And thy seed shall possess the 
gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed." 
Gen. 22:17, 18. 

"Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many ; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ." Gal. 3: 16. "For verily 
He took not on Him the nature of angels; 
but He took on Him the seed of Abraham." 
Heb. 2 : 16. 

(Continued on page 8) 

But after that the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour toward man appeared, not 
by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed 
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour; that being Justified by His grace, 
we should be made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. Titus 3:4-7. 
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"An African prince was sent, on an em-
bassy to the court of Queen Victoria, when 
he asked her to tell him the secrets of 
England's greatness. The Queen did not 
bring out her jewels, like Hezekiah, but, 
handing him a beautifully bound copy of 
the Bible, said, 'Tell the wince that this is 
the secret of England's greatness.'” 

0 
	

0 

HE poet King of Israel, writing 
of man's illumination, said, "The 
Lord is my light." Ps. 27 : 1. 
At another time he wrote, "In 
Thy light shall we see_ light." 

Ps.' 36: 9. Again his pen traced the fol-
lowing : "He shall bring forth thy righteous-
ness as the light, and thy judgment as the 
noonday." Ps. th : 6. Yet again he an-
nounced, "Thy Word is, a lamp unto my 
feet, and it light unto my path." Ps. 
119 :105. 

In telling how the lamp of man can be set 
aflame, the psalmist explains his hope, 
"Thou wilt light my candle: the Lord my 
God will enlighten my darkness." Ps. 18: 
28. And Job, speaking of the days of his 
illumination, said, "His candle shined upon 
my head, and . . . by His light I walked 
through darkness." Job 29: 3. To Job that 
lighted lamp on his head made the path 
bright about his feet, and the atmosphere 
warm where he walked. It drove the fear 
from his soul, and filled his heart with cour-
age for the work which Heaven had given 
him to do. 

But this lamp is only for him who walks 
with God. It will cease to shine for the man 
who turns away from the Lord, and his 
candle shall be put out. Prov. 24: 20. For 
him who abides in the sunlit way it will 
increase in its shining, for it is written that 
"the path of the just is as the shining light, 
that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day." Prov. 4 :18. And the candle lighted 
by the Lord not only shines for the man who 
walks in the true way, but "light is sown for 
the righteous, and gladness for the upright 
in heart." Ps. 97 : 11. The righteous may 
be reaping light and gladness while they 
labor. 

Writing to God's people, the apostle says, 
"Ye are all the children of light, and the 
children of the day : we are not of the night, 
nor of darkness." 1 Thess. 5: 5. Their 
illumination is both for themselves and for 
others. There should be no darkness where 
they go. So Jesus, speaking to His people 
of their influence, said, "Ye are the light of 
the world." And then to impress them 
concerning the responsibility that had been 
placed upon them, he added, "Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in keaven." Matt. 5 : 14, 16. 

Jesus knew and exemplified in His own 
life that man is a social being, and therefore 
owes duties to his fellow creatures as well as 
to himself. When right personal living is 

"A Roman Catholic priest in Belgium re-
buked a young woman and her brother for 
reading the Bible. She replied, 'A little 
while ago my brother was an idler, a gam-
bler, a drunkard, and made such a noise in 
the house that no one could stay in it. 
Since he began to read the Bible, he works 
with industry, goes no longer to the tavern, 
no longer touches cards, brings home money 
to his poor old mother, and our life at 
hOme is quiet and delightful. How comes 
it that a bad book produces such good 
fruits?'" 

Man's Illumination and Re-
sponsibility 

By William Covert 

well learned, man is in the true path of life, 
ready to impart his illumination to others. 
In giving this light, he is placing his talents 
at a high rate of interest, and thus is per-
petually adding to his real worth. 

When God gives man a beautiful truth, 
He intends that truth should be put to the 
exchangers, and not hid under a bushel or 
buried in a silent grave. It is given to him 
in trust, and he should pass it on for many 
to use. ynderstand that giving it away 
deprives him of it no more than the ruby 
is deprived of the light when it sends forth 
its rays, but that the oftener he 'sends it out, 
the more truly does he possess it. And the 
more he uses it, the brighter it, shines, for 
all the light that radiates from him is in 
strong rays reflected back again. 

Compensation 
Eccl. 8:14 

Hush! 0, hush! for the Father knows what 
thou knowest not, 

The need and the thorn and the shadow 
linked with the fairest lot; 

Knows the wisest exemption from many an 
unseen snare, 

Knows what will keep thee nearest, knows 
what thou couldst not bear. 

Hush! 0, hush! for the Father, whose ways 
are true and just, 

Knoweth and careth. and loveth, and waits 
for thy perfect trust; 

The cup He is slowly filling shall soon be 
dull to the brim, 

And infinite compensations forever be found 
in Him. 

Hush! 0, hush! for the Father hath fulness 
of joy in store, 

Treasures of power and wisdom, and pleas-
ures forevermore; 

Blessing and honor and glory, endless in-
finite bliss;— 

Child of His love and His choice, 0, canst 
thou not wait for this? 

Frances Ridley Havergal. 

Jesus, being the sun of Righteousness, is 
the "true light, which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world." John 1: 9. 
When this light comes to a people, they are 
to arise and shine, as said the prophet : 
"Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, 
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people: but the Lord 
shall arise upon thee, and His glory [or 
character] shall be seen upon thee. And the 
Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising." . Isa. 60: 
1-3. When the church of Christ reaches this 
point in its experience, it will go forth to 
complete its true mission in giving light to 
the world. Then every man shall be tested. 

John in his vision saw the same views that 
Isaiah saw, and more ; for he beheld God's 
people doing their last work on earth before 
the coming of the Lord. Then the earth was 
lighted with the glory of their work. And 
yet the light that God's people carried to 
the world was rejected by all, except a small 
number. After the light was refused by the 
masses, they 'went deeper into sin than they 
had gone before. When they had done this 
a fearful announcement followed, saying : 
"Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and 
is become the habitation of devils, and the 
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every 

"Lady Jane Grey was a great Bible 
reader, and while her parents were attend-
ing the chase, she would remain at home 
studying its pages. Her friends were sur-
prised, and inquired her reason for doing 
so. She replied, 'All amusements of that 
description are but a shadow of the pleas-
ure which I enjoy in reading this book.'" 

unclean and hateful bird. For all nations 
have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication, and the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and the 
merchants of the earth are waxed rich 
through the ahundance of her delicacies. 
And I heard another voice from heaven, say-
ing, Come out of her, My, people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sins, and that ye re-
ceive not of her plagues. For her sins have 
reached unto hemien, and God hath remem-
bered her iniquities." Rev. 18: 2-5. 

0, what a dark, wicked world this will be 
when God's light is called out of it,— not a 
church, not a mission, not a missionary, none 
to pray, nobody to teach the erring, no ten-
der-hearted to comfort the afflicted, no balm 
to soothe the suffering, no kind words to 
quell the rising sorrow ! The world will 
then be left as it was left when Noah went 
into the ark, and as Sodom was left when 
the angels hastened Lot out of the city. God 
would have spared Sodom if the angels could 
have found ten righteous persons in it, or 
had there been those who could be led to 
repentance. God did not make the world 
that it might be used for wicked purposes; 
and if men will insist on spending their lives 
in wickedness, thex must be destroyed. God 
can not be consistent with His own right-
eousness and allow wickedness to walk 
abroad unchecked. If the light is rejected 
by men, the source of light will most surely 
be withdrawn from the reach of men. At 
any time or place when none but wicked 
men are left, then they must meet their 
doom. 

It is because of the few righteous people 
who are. here that the world of the ungodly 
is spared. And when the time comes that 
no more sinners can be led to repentance, 
the righteous will be called out, and destruc- 
tion will be visited upon the doomed in- 
habitants who are left. The unconverted 
will then have resisted all the entreaties of 
God's merciful light, as Pharaoh resisted 
when importuned by Moses, and as the 
people of Sodom resisted when the angels of 
heaven entreated them and hastened right-
eous Lot from their midst. 

Jesus, in drawing a parallel between that 
time and ours, said: "The same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom it rained fire and brim-
stone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 
Even thus shall it be in the day when the 
Son of • Man is ,revealed." Luke 17: 29, 30. 

I have for many years made it a practise 
to read through the Bible once a year. My 
custom is to read four or five chapters 
every morning immediately after rising 
from my bed. It employs about an hour of 
my time, and seems to me the most suitable 
manner of beginning the day. In what 
light soever we regard the Bible, whether 
with reference to revelation, to history, or 
to morality, it is an invaluable and inex-
haustible mine of knowledge and virtue.—
John Quincy Adams. 
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Milton C. Wilcox. "Let the Revelation speak and tell what is truth. . . . Uplift Jesus as the center of all hope." 

Overcoming through Tribulation 
N our last we considered the "Son of 
God," the One with the Father before 
the world was, the Son of God in the 
beginning in His very nature and 

essence. We learned a little of how His Son-
ship was disputed, how the Son of God emp-
tied Himself of divine majesty, and demon-
strated His right to all that God had given 
Him by His life in a flesh of sin. His work 
and sacrifice manifested and demonstrated 
the infinite and eternal love of God to the 
world, and His resurrection "determined Him 
to be the Son of God," the victor over sin and 
death. He ascended to the Father, and the 
portals of the eternal city opened to Him as 
the King of Glory. The power of His resur-
rection and His ascension was the power of 
His righteousness. The glory that He mani-
fested was the forth-shining of the righteous-
ness and love within. Possessing this power, 
clothed in this glory, the Man Child of the 
prophets sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of the Father, 

Our Great High Priest 

the Head over all things to the church, the 
Head of every man (see Rev. 12: 5, 10; Eph. 
1:20-23; Heb. 4: 14; 8: 1; 1 Cor. 11:3), the 
all in all to every believing child of God. And 
then the great voice in heaven speaks of the 
victory of Christ and the time of the begin-
ning of His priesthood. 

The Answer of the Text 
[The answers to the questions are from the 

American Revised Version. Omitting questions, 
and disregarding sometimes the capital at the be-
ginning and the period at the close of an answer, 
the text may be read continuously. In notes and 
comments both versions are used without desig-
nation.] 

1. What came to the universe in consequence of 
Christ's victory? 	 • 

And I heard a great voice in heaven, say-
ing, Now is come the salvation, and the power, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the author-
ity of His Christ. 

2. What did this mean as regards the devil? 

For the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, who accuseth them before our God day 
and night. 

3. How were God's children affected thereby? 

And they overcame him [the devil] because 
of the blood of the Lamb, and becautse of the 
word of their testimony; and they loved not 
their life even unto death.' 

4. How did the devil's casting down affect the 
dwellers in heaven? 

Therefore rejoice, 0 heavens, and ye that 
dwell in them.' 

.5. How did his fall affect the earth? 

Wo for the earth and for the sea: because 
the devil is gone down unto you, having 
great wrath, knowing that he hath but a 
short time.' 

6. What did the dragon proceed to do? 

And when the dragon saw that he was cast 
down to the earth, he persecuted the woman 
that brought forth the man child.' 

What did Providence do for the woman? 

And there were given to the woman the 
two wings of the great eagle, that she might 
fly into the wilderness unto her place, where  
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Scriptural Lesson 
Rev. 12 :11-17 

Common Version 

11. And they overcame him by the blood 
of the Lamb, and by the word of their tes-
timony; and they loved not their lives unto 
the death. 

12. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye 
that dwell in them. Wo to the inhabiters 
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil 
is come down unto you, having great wrath, 
because he knoweth that he hath but a 
short time. 

13. And when the dragon saw that he 
was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the 
woman which brought forth the man child. 

14. And to the woman were given two 
wings of a great eagle, that she might fly 
into the wilderness, into her place, where 
she is nourished for a time, and times, and 
half a time, from the face of the serpent. 

15. And the serpent cast out of his mouth 
water as a flood after the woman, that he 
might cause her to be carried away of the 
flood. 

16. And the earth helped the woman; and 
the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed 
up the flood which the dragon cast out of 
his mouth. 

17. And the dragon was wroth with the 
woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. 

she is nourished for a time, and times, and 
half a time, from the face of the serpent.' 

8. What efforts did the serpent put forth? 

And the serpent cast out of his motth after 
the woman water as a river, that he might 
cause her to be carried away by the stream.' 

9. How was the woman helped? 

And the earth helped the woman, and the 
earth opened her mouth and swallowed up 
the river which the dragon cast out of his 
mouth.' 

10. What is the last warfare of the dragon? 

And the dragon waxed wroth with the 
woman, and went away to make war with 
the rest of her seed, that keep the command-
ments of God, and hold the testimony of Jesus.' 

Note and Comment 

1. AND THEY OVERCAME.—Verse 10 was 
considered in our last, but as there intimated, 
the Son of God did not win Eis victory for 
Himself. He overcame in the flesh of Jesus 
of Nazareth, that He might overcome in the 
flesh of every soul who would yield to Him 
and by faith let His mighty power be mani- 
fest in them. 	tith connects the child of 
weakness with infinite power. The trolley of 
the electric car connects with the LIVE wire 
overhead; it brings the power flowing in that 
overhead channel down to the receptive car, 
and makes the car a thing of power and mo-
tion. From the great Fountain of Life flow 
ever the great streams of life to all the uni-
verse of God. Faith reaches up and forms the 
open channel by which that life may flow 
into the person of the believer in its own 
normal way, and thus makes him a living 
man. The blood represents the life (Lev. 17: 
11) ; the blood of the Lamb represents the 
life of Jesus Christ, which He has given in 
Himself, in His Word, and in all His words 
for every soul. Faith appropriates the life 
and lives. 

But to receive of Christ's life is not alone 
sufficient for overcoming, for perfecting of 
character. It is not the law of God's life to 
ever receive and never give. That were but 
selfish. 

God's law of overcoming comprehends giv-
ing as well as receiving. Abram was blessed 
that he might be a blessing. Gen. 12: 2. 
The sun shines, the trees grow, the flowers 
bloom, the rain falls, the brook gurgles its 
way through grassy meads,— not for them-
selves, but for blessings to others. God re-
vealed Hi:, Son in Paul that Paul might 
preach Him among the heathen. Gal. 1: 16. 
And so God has chosen all His people that 
they "should show forth the virtues of Him 
who called" them "out of darkness into His 
marvelous light." 1 Peter 2: 9. Therefore 
they overcame, not only by the blood of the 
Lamb, but "by the word of their testimony." 
The same truth is thus stated by another: 
"For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness [faith appropriates the power 
of Christ's righteous life] ; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation [the 
believer permits that life to work out in him 
the virtues of ,Tesus Christ]." Rom. 10: 10. 
There are no dead Christians. A lighted lamp 
in an air-tight receptacle soon burns dim and 
low, and dies; and he who would selfishly 
shtit the love and grace and blessing of God 
up in his own selfish heart, would so pervert 
God's life that it would become death. The 
healing medicine would become a virulent 
poison. The normal life of the Christian is 
shining, living, confessing, blessing. "Freely 
ye have received, freely giye." 

EVEN UNTO DEATH.— The spirit in all 
Christian life is the spirit of love, as ex-
pressed in the latter part of the verse, the 
whole of which we quote once more:. "And 
they overcame him [Satan] because of the 
blood of the Lamb, and because of the word 
of their testimony; and they loved not their 
life even unto death." Bought and nourished 
by the life of the Lamb, receiving it ever 
fresh, because ever giving, by simply wit-
nessing the word given them, they value their 
own life as naught compared with His, life. 
His life is love. The love of God is shed 
abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit, which 
is given to the child of faith; and as Christ 
gave His life in love for them, so all who are 
truly His give their lives in word and deed, 
yea, even to death if He but call them, for 
the love they bear to Him and other pur-
chase of His blood. The life of the Chris-
tian is love, and God's love is life. 

2. REJOICE . . . WO.—Everlasting rejoic-
ing in heaven; wo for a little time upon the 
earth! Rejoicing among the angels that 
Michael their Prince was triumphant, that 
Lucifer's character was unmasked, that they 
were saved from his deceiving power, that 
God's character was vindicated by the power 
of everlasting righteousness, and that sin and 
the accuser were forever debarred from 
heaven! Wo to the inhabitants of the earth 
for yet a little while! Previous to our Lord's 
victory, Satan planned, plotted, longed, hoped, 
to destroy Him as he had the first Adam, and 
to destroy the race. His great power and 
subtle craft were bent to that end. While 
he tempted and warred against God's people, 
his mightiest efforts were to destroy the Man 
in whom rested the hope of the world. In 
this he failed. Wherein he dealt proudly, 
even in death itself, the Lord was above him. 
He conquered Satan in his own realm. Con- 
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quered by Christ, Satan turns his baffled and 
hellish rage against those who believe in 
Christ. He will use every power and device 
of which he is capable, to prevent souls from 
believing, and to destroy the faith and in-
fluence of those who do believe. He will 
deceive, misinterpret, falsify, pervert, perse-
cute. 0 inhabitants of earth, the devil has 
come down unto you! He knows that the 
Christ of God is beyond his pOwer; he will 
prevent you from obtaining that birthright 
which Christ has purchased for you. He feels 
that as Christ conquered, so may the word be 
fulfilled that he himself shall be destroyed 
(Eze. 28: 18, 19); but before that time he 
will, so far as in him lies, during the last 
days of his existence, during the short time 
that remains, destroy as many of Christ's fol-
lowers as his diabolical ingenuity and Satanic 
power make possible. He may even hope that 
he will still tempt Christ to depart from the 
principle, Right is might. True, Christ did 
not do that in all the temptations and cruelty 
against Himself; but Christ loves His people 
even more than He loved Himself. Is it not 
possible that Satan can tempt Him to strike 
before the time at the injustice and oppression 
and cruelty and wrong of Satan's agents! — 
No; Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, to-
day, and all the days to come; so while Satan 
may bring his "manifold temptations" (1 Peter 
1: 6), God gives His "manifold wisdom" (Eph. 
3: 10) and "manifold grace" (1 Peter 4: 10) 
to meet the "manifold temptations." 

— — 

3. PERSECUTED THE WOMAN.— These 
persecutions began immediately after the res-
urrection of Christ. It was but a little while 
and the devoted Stephen sealed his testimony 
with his blood. Acts 7: 54-60. Persecution 
extended to the whole church,' led by the zeal-
ous, energetic, but misguided Saul. Acts 
8: 1-4. But while the persecution scattered 
the people of God, and forced them, mayhap, 
from comfortable homes and pleasant sur-
roundings, it also scattered the truth of God. 
Within the space of a dozen years one of the 
chief of the apostles — James — gave his life 
as a witness to Christ. Acts 12: 1, 2. As the 
truth spread, and its power was manifest, 
Satan stirred up the devotees of the false 
gods of pagan Rome, and cruel persecution 
followed. It was given to the children of God 
to choose between the good and the evil —
the persecution with God's approval, or re-
lief from it with the approval of man. With 
the persecution from the Jews, it was to re-
nounce Christ for dead traditions. With the 
idolaters it was Jehovah or Jove, Jesus or 
Apollo, Christ or Diana. It needed oftentimes 
but a word, the sprinkling of a few grains of 
incense, a bowing of the head, a refraining 
from doing a Christian act, to save one from 
cruelest persecution; but the child of God 
could not conscientiously submit to do an 
act, or conscientiously refrain from doing one 
act, which might SEEM to deny Christ. 

By Nero, who accused the Christians of set-
ting fire to Rome, they died, according to 
Tacitus, "in torments, and their torments 
were embittered by insult and derision. Some 
were nailed on crosses; others sewn in the 
skin• of wild beasts, and exposed to the fury 
of dogs; others again, smeared over with com-
bustible materials, were used as torches to 
illuminate the darkness of the night." Un-
der Trajan and his governor, Pliny, others 
were put to death. And in fact, persecution 
continued, to a greater or less extent, under 
pagan Rome. The worst of the persecutors 
among the emperors were Nero, Marcus Au-
relius, Decius, Valerian, and Diocletian, the 
worst of all. Many under his reign were 
burned alive, in some cases whole congrega-
tions perished in their churches, and "droves 
of them," says Haydn, "were bound together 
with ropes and driven into the sea." 

Why Persecuted 
The cause of all these persecutions — of 

every persecution by law — was a union of 
religion with the State, or a legalized religion. 
It was as enemies to the Roman State, whose 
duty it was to uphold the honor of the gods, 
that Christians were persecuted. Pagan Rome 
did not call it persecution, but the simple ex-
ecution of Roman laws, demanded by the oath 
of office and the honor of the State. Behind 
it all, even as he had been behind the death 
of Christ, was Satan, the old dragon, and 
pagan Rome was but one of his heads through 
which he uttered his persecuting decrees. 

Worse persecutions were to follow. Pa-
ganism had become old. The gods had mul-
tiplied till they had become a burden, and 

His Guidance 
By Llewellyn A. Morrison 

"Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 
. . . They went down to Bethel. . . . 
They came to Jericho. . . . And they two 
went on and . . . stood by Jordan." 

So we come to Gilgal —sepa!ration — 
As the prophets came in days of yore; 

Came at Duty's call for consecration, 
Hearing voices from the other shore; 

Came to Bethel on their way to Jordan — 
Anxious tension pulsing in each breast. 

Be it strife or service, bane or burden, 
Jordan floweth at the Port of Death. 

Every land is full of kingdom choices, 
Floating where redemptive mercies fall; 

Every heart doth hear their kindly voices 
Calling soft or sternly unto all. 

Still the siren songs are langvor-luring 
While the human hopes delay and wait; 

Still the trembling trust needs re-assuring, 
When, like them, we tarry by the gate. 

As they came to Bethel, so we gather —
Silences around and overhead, 

Guided by the loving heav'nly Father, 
Toward the bitter Jericho we dread. 

As a flint we set our feet and faces 
To go onward to the journey's end, 

Doubting not to find the daily graces 
That shall prove us right, and God our 

friend. 

Thus we pass with quietness and .promise 
All the way from birthland to life's close, 

While the hours of toil slip freely from us, 
And we find the Spirit's calm repose 

'Mid the stormy turbulence around us, 
In the din and tumult of the strife, 

Till the peace of God bath kept and crowned 
us 

With His blessed resurrection life. 

Tho we tarry, waiting for the vision, 
All the years, obedient to the Word — 

While the prophet won the life Elysian 
In a moment — for the chariots of the 

Lord, 
Yet our God's delays are Love's surprises. 

Like a flash our vassalage is done 
When the curtain falls and light arises. 

Then life's perfect misyr is begun. 

New York City. 

• 
unbelief was fostered by the multiplication. 
Gods were so common as to be of no account. 
The devotees of such a religion did not put 
enough zeal and perverted conscience into 
their persecutions to suit his Satanic majesty, 
the mover behind the scenes. He would per-
vert Christianity, connect it to the State, and 
operate through that. This he did for the 
period of time indicated in verses 6 and 14. 

*____ 

4. THE WOMAN.—'The church militant 
still left to struggle against a mighty, per-
sistent, cruel foe, but with her strong divine 
Son to aid her. TWO WINGS OF AN EAGLE. 
— Recalling the language in Ex. 19: 4; Deut. 
32: 11; and Isa. 63: 9. It is indicative of 
God's power to save and preserve His people. 
It also recalls the fourth living creature, the 
flying eagle, representing one of God's great  

agencies, a dArision of His hosts to save. WIL-
DERNESS.— Symbolic of desolation caused 
by the great apostasy. See Jer. 12: 10. Dur-
ing the centuries of superstition the desolate 
Condition and outward poverty of God's people 
sometimes saved them. Sometimes they found 
refuge in mountain fortresses and deserted 
places of the earth. Sometimes they were pre-
served because of factions in the apostate 
church, which was a veritable wilderness of 
error and spiritual barrenness. But in all 
this, God preserved His people. The place pre-
pared of God, preserved the remnant of the 
faithful. 

A TIME — one year; TIMES, dual, two 
times or two years; and HALF A TIME, half 
a year; totaling three and one half years; 
forty-two months, at thirty days to the month, 
would make 1,280 days, a period noted in 
Dan. 7: 25; Rev. 12: 6, 14; 13: 5; 11: 2, 3, 
expressed In 1,280 days and forty and two 
months. Each of these days represents a year 
according to the prophetic rule in Eze. 4: 4, 6; 
Num. 14: 34. These days began with the 
elevation of the bishop of Rome as "head over 
all the churches" and "true and only corrector 
of heretics" according to the decree of Jus-
tinian, issued in A.D. 533, becoming more fully 
operative in 538. This space marks the begin-
ning of that long prophetic period, the end-
ing of which occurred 1793-8, at the time of 
the French Revolution and the overthrow o! 
the Papacy. During this long period fierce 
persecution was waged against God's children; 
but through and out of the fearful furnaca 
God preserved His faithful ones, and will save 
those who fell in death for Him. 

5. FLOOD OF WATER.— The flood of water 
from the mouth of the serpent is a fitting 
symbol of the corruptions of the truth of God, 
and the persecutions waged against those who 
cherished that truth, during that dark period. 
"When the enemy shall come in like a flood, 
the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 
against him." Isa. 59: 19. This was done by 
the Reformation of the sixteenth century, and 
the persecution was stayed by the opening of 
new and unexplored regions of the earth, as 
in America, and the abolition of persecuting 
laws, as in England, Germany, and Austria. 

6. THE EARTH HELPED THE WOMAN. 
— The powers of earth, and also regions 
hitherto unknown, in contradistinction to sea, 
a symbol of the organized nations of earth. 
It is a notable fact that the ceasing of perse-
cution was coincident with the decree of tol-
eration in Austria by Maria Theresa, and with 
the Declaration of Independence in America 
— 1776. The New World became the asylum 
for the faithful and oppressed, who preferred 
to brave the perils of the unknown wilderness 
and the cruelty of hostile savages to the re-
ligious tyranny and bondage of the Old World. 

7. THE DRAGON WAS WROTH.— Perse-
cution did not cease with that of the Dark 
Ages. As the end nears, and the Gospel mes-
sage goes forth to the world, calling the at-
tention of men to the falsehood of traditions 
and the rubbish of error, and holding up the 
light of the truth of God to prepare men for 
Christ's coming, it stirs again the wrath of 
Satan. The remnant of anything is the last 
of that thing. The remnant of the seed of 
the woman is composed of the last of her seed, 
the rest of her children, the last church on the 
earth. That church has two prominent char-
acteristics; it keeps the commandments of 
God, hence, all of them, and thus honors Him; 
and It holds the testimony of Jesus (the spirit 
of prophecy, Rev. 19: 10), and is thereby 
warned of Satan's devices. The last church 
will be a persecuted church, but in it is 
wrought the righteousness of God, and right-
eousness is life everlasting. 
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The Gospel in Type and-Antitype 
(Continued from page 4) 

Wonder, 0 heavens, and be astonished, 0 
earth, that God, the Creator of all things, 
the Lord of life and glory, should so humble 
Himself as to become one of sinful human-
ity, that He might redeem man, and bring 
him back again in purity and holiness to his 
Eden home ! 

To assist in unfolding the Gospel, and that 
man might have a medium through which to 
express his penitence for sin and his faith 
in the promised Redeemer, the sacrificial of-
ferings were instituted. They were also 
designed to impress upon man the fact that 
the wages of sin is death, and that "without 
shedding of blood is no remission." Heb. 
9: 22. That is to say, the sinner has for-
feited his life, and the broken law can not 
be satisfied, or vindicated, without the shed-
ding of blood, or taking of life; for life is 
its due. So when the sin was transferred in 
figure to the offering, that was accepted for 
the sinner, and its blood or life taken for 
his. So the sin was forgiven the sinner, and 
laid upon another, who suffered its penalty. 
Thus' the offerings were an object-lesson of 
how "we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way ; and 
the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all." Isa. 53 : 6. 

Abel accepted with gratitude God's plan - 
of salvation, and brought a sacrifice from 
the flock; and fire flashed from heaven and 
consumed it as a token of acceptance. But 
Cain, disregarding the Lord's express com-
mand, presented only fruit. There was no 
token from heaven to show that it was ac-
cepted, hence he was very angry with God 
and with his brother. Many to-day are 
making the same mistake, depending upon 
their own merits instead of the atoning blood 
of Christ, and see no reason for preaching a 
crucified and risen Saviour. 

During the patriarchal age the father was 
the ruler and priest of his own family. We 
find Abraham building an altar and offering 
sacrifices wherever he pitched his tent. We 
find that Job "rose up early in the morning, 
and offered burnt offerings" for all his chil-
dren; for he said, "It may be that my sons 
have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. 
Thus did Job continually." Job 1. 5. 

This form of the priesthood was continued 
until the time when Israel was led out of 
Egypt into the wilderness of Sinai, where 
God gave Moses what is called the Levitical 
priesthood as connected with the sanctuary, 
which subject will be considered in a future 
study. 

Christ's Use of Parables 
(Continued from page 3) 

choice, and walk in sparks of their own 
kindling, and shall lie down in sorrow. 

Isaiah prophesied of the moral darkness 
that would enshroud those who were lifted 
up in their own esteem. He said : " Go, and 
tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but under-
stand not ; and see ye indeed, but perceive 
not. Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with.  
their ears, and understand with their heart, 
and convert, and be healed." The Jewish 
leaders had corrupted their hearts with vain 
imaginations, with earthly, sensual, and 
devilish knowledge ; and altho they pro-
fesied to believe in the -typical sacrifice that  

had prefigured the Lamb of God through 
all the centuries since the fall of man, they 
set themselves in opposition to Christ, and 
rejected the Light of the world. As a pall 
of death they covered their souls with error; 
and tho Christ presented to them the inner 
meaning of the Jewish economy, that they 
might discern that He was the great anti-
type, they closed their eyes, that they might 
not perceive, and hardened their hearts, that 
they might not understand. 

Jesus was the originator of the religion 
of the Jews ; and how clearly could He open 
to the mind the significance of every shadow 
and symbol, and reveal the relation of the 
whole system to Himself ! That which had 
been misinterpreted, He set before them in 
its clear connection with truth, and made 
plain the glory of the Levitical service. He 
sought to open to men the fact that the Jew-
ish system of religion presented in types 
and shadows the whole mystery of the Gos-
pel. The service of the past was in no way 

The Sabbath 
The Day, the Duty 

1. What is the Sabbath commandment? 

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: 
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy .daughter, 
thy man servant, nor thy maid servant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates: for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day: where-
fore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and 
hallowed it. Ex. 20: 8-11. 

2. Has this Sabbath law been either chanted or 
set aside? 

Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law, or the prophets: I am not come to des-
troy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, 
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled. Matt. 5: 17, 18. 

3. How is a moral obligation "fulfilled"? 

If ye fulfil the royal law according to the 
scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself, ye do well: but if ye have respect to 
perions, ye commit sin, and are convinced of 
the law as transgressors. James 2: 8, 9. 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ. Gal. 8: 2. 

NOTE.— The foregoing quotation from James 
speaks of the "royal," that is to say, the kingly 
law. It quotes from that law, and says that it is 
"according to Scripture." And it furthermore 
shows that to "love thy neighbor as thyself" is to 
fulfil that law. Then to fulfil the law means the 
most perfect observance of it. In like manner the 
quotation from Galatians shows that to "fulfil the 
law of Christ" we must bear one another's bur-
dens. That is, we must reach to the very highest 
form of service in obeying the law of Christ, and 
in that way we fulfil that law. Nothing could be 
clearer than the manifest meaning of the foregoing 
texts. To fulfil the law of God is to fill it full of 
obedience; in other words, to fulfil it is to obey it 
perfectly. Christ perfectly obeyed His Father's 
law. The Scriptures teach this plainly. And the 
Master taught, as is shown by the foregoing text 
from the fifth chapter of Matthew, that not a single 
jot (that is, the smallest letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet) or a tittle (that is, the distinguishing 
corner of a letter) should pass from that law till 
it was all fulfilled or obeyed. All must come into 

to be held in contempt; for in Christ, type 
met antitype, and shadow substance. 

The lessons that Christ presented in His 
words of truth are like precious pearls ; for 
in them He bestowed upon men an inesti-
mable possession. Much that He taught is 
still but dimly understood, and the rubbish 
of error covers many a glorious gem of truth. 
These jewels .of truth should be searched for 
with as great diligence as men search for 
hidden treasure. Those who know the love 
of Christ, should regard it as did the man 
who found the hidden treasure, and for joy 
thereof went and sold all that he had, that 
he might buy the field, and dig over every 
inch of it to discover the rich veins of gold 
and silver. The teaching of Christ is more 
precious than any mine of earth can be, 
and it demands more zeal on our part to 
seek for the gems of truth than does any 
possession we can secure in the world. 
Let him who would comprehend spiritual 
things, dig deep in the mines of truth. 

harmony with the just and enjoyable requirements 
of that law, or else meet the fate of destruction 
that is promised for all incorrigible sinners. 

4. Since the moral law is not set aside by Christ, 
what, then, does that law say about the day of 
the Sabbath? 

The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God. Ex. 20: 10. 

5. How has the Lord shown His regard for the 
Sabbath day? 

The Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hal-
lowed it. Ex. 20: 11. 

6. What specially precious promise has the Lord 
given to those who will observe His holy day of 
rest? 

If thou turn away thy foot from the Sab-
bath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy 
day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy 
of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor Him, 
not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: 
then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; 
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth, and feed thee with the 
heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it. Isa. 58: 13, 14. 

NOTE.— How could any one turn their foot  away 
from  the Sabbath unless they were trampling upon 
it? Observe that God offers a rich reward to those 
who will be sufficiently loyal to Him to "turn 
away" their "foot from the Sabbath." 

7. Who has laid claim to being Lord of the Sab-
bath? 

And He said unto them, The Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath: 
therefore the Son of Man is Lord also of the 
Sabbath. Mark 2: 27, 28. 

NOTE:— To sum up what the foregoing scriptures 
plainly teach, we have the statements that not a 
single jot or tittle shall pass from the law of Je-
hovah; that law plainly says that the seventh day 
is the Sabbath; the text from Isaiah is in reality 
a  prophecy that the time would come when men 
would trample the Sabbath under foot, and it of-

fers a rich promise to those who would turn the 
foot away from treading down that sacred day; the 
Master acknowledges the Sabbath by plainly saying 
that He is "Lord" of that day. 

Then is it not a perfectly plain duty for all 

who follow Christ to observe the day of which He 
says He is Lord, and from which He requests us to 
turn away our feet? 
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Feeding on Christ 
A Brief Study of John 6 

THE first fifteen verses of the chap-
ter pertain to the feeding of five 
thousand on the east side of .the 

Sea of Galilee with five barley loaves 
and two small fishes. That miracle re-
vealed the creative power of Christ in 
His word. This is evident to every Bible.  
believer. All the money in the apostolic 
treasury — two hundred shillings, about 
$34.00 — was not sufficient to purchase food 
that every one might have a little ;  but the 
creative word of Christ multiplied the few 
farthings' worth of bread till the multi-
tude was satisfied, and the basket of each 
of the twelve was filled besides. 

Surely, said the materialistic multitude, 
this is the man to be our king. He can 
supply all our needs without labor. We 
will compel His acquiescence. It brought 
sadness to the Master, and He retired to the 
mountain to pray. 

Verses sixteen to twenty-one inclusive are 
the story of the disciples' voyage across a 
tempestuous sea to the west side, and the 
Master's presence and help. 

The next day the multitude, learning that 
Jesus did not embark for Capernaum with 
His disciples, and that there was no other 
boat by which He could have gone away, 
sought Him on the east side of the lake, but 
not finding Him-or His disciples, took pas-
sage on other boats that came along, and 
crossed to Capernaum seeking Him. On 
their questioning as to when He came to 
Capernaum, Jesus pointed out the motives 
of their hearts : "Ye seek Me, not because 
ye saw signs, but because ye ate of the loaves, 
and were filled." Verse 26. Let us ques-
tion the text. 

What instruction did our Lord then give them? 
"Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for 

that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of Man shall give unto you: for 
Him hath God the Father sealed." Verse 27. 

What question did they then ask? 
"Then said they unto Him, What shall we do, that 

we might work the works of God  I"  Verse 28. 
What did our Lord reply? 
"Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the 

work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath 
sent." Verse 29. 

The pride of man ever asks : "What shall 
I do ?" "What must I do ?" He would 
purchase by his own efforts salvation. By 
his works of merit he would win the crown. 
Jesus here gives us the secret of holy liv-
ing,— believe in-Him whom the Father sent. 
"Whosoever believeth on Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life." "He that 
believeth on the Son hath eternal life." 
John 3 : 16, 36. The man who truly believes, 
comes into harmony with God. His whole 
being is opened on the God-ward side to the 
inflow of divine life, and that life cleanses 
away the sin and implants in the heart the 
righteousness of God. "With the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness." Rom. 10 : 10. 
" To him that . . . believeth on Him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned 
for righteousness." Rom. 4 : 5. This meets 
"the works of G-od;' for it is "the right- 

eousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them that be-
lieve." Rom. •3: 22. This righteousness is 
imputed, this life is bestowed, in order "that 
the righteousness [" ordinance," "require-
ment," A.R.V.] of the law might be ful-
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit." Rom. 8 : 4. This is the 
"faith which •worketh by love." Gal. 5 : 6. 
This is the love that keeps God's command-
ments, and finds them "not grievous." 1 
John 5: 3. In the light of these and other 
scriptures we may clearly see that the only 
power to do God's works comes by faith, 
and that faith ever results in implicit obedi-
ence. 

By what quibbling did the people meet their 
clear duty? 

"They said therefore unto Him, What sign show-
est Thou then, that we may see, and believe Thee, 
what dolt Thou work I Our fathers did eat manna 
in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat." John 6:30, 31. 

It is evident from the next verse that they 
understood-that-Moses gave the manna, altho 
Psalm 78 clearly 'teaches that God gave it. 

From whom alone could the "true bread," the 
bread "which abideth," be received? 

"Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from 
heaven; but My Father giveth you the true bread 
from heaven." Verse 32. 

In whom do all these heavenly gifts center? who 
is the true bread? 

"For the bread of God is He which eometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world." 
Verse 33. 

The  carnal mortal, the world-lover, the 
formal professor, the unbeliever, look ever 
at the visible, not the invisible God behind 
it. God gave the fathers manna from 
heaven to eat, a truly miraculous bread. 
They received it as from Moses, murmured 
at him because it did not satisfy their per-
verted appetite, and said, "Our soul loath-
eth this light bread," " give us flesh to 
eat." (See Numbers 11 and 21: 5.) Of 
that food the fathers ate and died. They 
saw not beyond the mere material before 
them. But Moses ate of that bread and 
lived. At the age of thrice twoscore his eye 
was not dim nor his natural force abated. 
And had he not sinned, he would by the 
same faith have lived on till his days were 
"as the days of heaven upon the earth;",  
as God desired it for that whole people. 
Deut. 11: 21. Seeing beyond the material, 
they would have grasped-the mighty power 
of God in their lives, and the creative energy 
which produced the manna would have re-
generated them as it is God's will that His 
Spirit shall regenerate men now. Rom. 
8: 11. They would not see beyond the seem-
ing. The Jews looked upon Christ, the mere 
man, to them, and found neither righteous-
ness nor life. But those who looked beyond, 
found the power of God and the wisdom of 
God and the love of God — found it all in 
His word that He spoke. The Roman ruler 
well exemplifies that faith : "Lord, I am 
not worthy that Thou shouldest come under 
my roof : but speak the word only, and my 
servant shall be healed." "He sent His 
word, and healed them." It was just as 
true when the manna fell; for God wrought 
all that He did for them that they might 
"know that man doth not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of the Lord doth man live." 
Deut. 8 : 3. Our Lord teaches us in His own 
human experience the same lesson, "Man  

shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God." Matt. 4 : 4. 

We must leave the remainder of the chap-
ter till our next study. 

God's Warnings against Sin 

SIN in its very nature is destructive. 
Concisely it is thus expressed by In-
spiration: "Sin, when it is full-grown, 

bringeth forth death." James 1: 15, A.R.V. 
Sin is the seed, the fruitage is death. 

The root meaning of sin is "missing the 
mark;" but the mark of the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus, includes 
character and life everlasting. He who sins 
misses that mark of character, and dies. 
The glory of God's presence can not endure 
sin. Sin can not live under His burning 
glory. For that reason God has veiled His 
glory so that-mortal, sinful man might not 
perish, might not be frightened if he claimed 
submission, but that he might choose God's 
truth for its intrinsic excellence, yield him-
self to God because God's character is worthy 
of all confidence. 

Everything contrary to that character is 
sin, every standard below it misses the mark, 
and the resultant of failure is death. God 
warns us against sin, therefore, because He 
desires us to live forever; and this He affirms 
with an oath : "As I live, saith the Lord 
Jehovah, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked; but that the wicked tarn from 
his way and live." Eze. 33: 11. 

Sometime the Master of the universe will 
come into His own, even as He is, in all His 
transcendent glory. He has a right to reveal 
Himself to the world ; it is His by creation ; 
it is His by redemption. Long time has He 
waited. Many have been the manifestations 
of His love and patience. He gave His only-
begotten Son to die. That Son gave Him-
self that man might know that God is love, 
and love is life ; that seeing, knowing this, 
man might yield his rebellion and embrace 
God's all-sufficiency in his salvation. For 
that He waits now. Against this awful al-
ternative, death — finished sin — He warns. 
He is "not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance." He 
waits for you, sinner. Why will you not 
yield all to Him now before the hardening 
heart rejects Him forever? Sometime He 
will come. Before that dazzling splendor 
all sin and all who have indentified them-
selves with sin shall perish. 

What will it mean to you when He comes? 
Will your life be saturated with sin? Have 
you chosen it in preference to the righteous-
ness of God in Christ Jesus? Then with the 
sin you shall perish forever. But if Jesus 
the Lord has been admitted into your heart, 
then shall the glory of character within 
welcome the transcendent glory of character 
in the presence of Christ, mortal shall put 
on immortality, and corruptible shall put 
on incorruption forever. "The wages of sin 
is death ;" "the way of righteousness is 
life; and in the pathway thereof there is no 
death." 

" WALKING in faith is walking in the light 
of His face." 



From Our Own 

ITH the resignation of President Por-
firio Diaz of Mexico, which occurred 
on the 25th of May, one of the most 
remarkable rulers of our day passed 

into private life, at the advanced age of 
eighty-one years, after serving his country 
fully half of his long life. 

Probably no man now living has had a 
• more romantic and eventful life than General 

Diaz. He was born in the midst of poverty, 
with an equal mixture of Spanish and Italian 
blood in his veins. When twelve summers 
had passed over his head, he was left father-
less. History records that while doing his ut-
most to support his•widowed mother and her 
younger children he became an artisan, ac-
quiring the practical trades of shoemaker and 
gunsmith, obtained a good elucation, consider-
ing his times and opportunities, and refusing 
the offer of a training for the papal priest-
hood, he became, instead, an accomplished 
lawyer, then an influential statesman, and, 
the occasion seeming to demand it, left the 
national senate and became a valiant com-
mander of soldiers, fighting, in all, fifty win-
ning battles before peace was established in 
his country. 

Notable Experiences 

A few notable experiences in his life are 
worthy of special mention. Imprisoned by 
the would-be emperor, Maximilian, and spurn-
ing the offer of liberty and a high military 
position under the Austrian alien, who de-
signed to make the Catholic Church the dom-
inant power in Mexico, he made his escape 
from prison, and fled to New Orleans, where 
he worked as a servant, to conceal his iden-
tity, Maximilian having offered $50,000 for 
his head. 

Attempting to return by United States 
steamer across the gulf to his native land, he 
was identified by a group of Maximilian's of-
ficers, and marked for death. To escape them 
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he leaped into the gulf and swam for his life. 
Joining the greatest of all Mexicans, Benito 

Juarez, in the overthrow of Maximilian, he 
became the second president of the republic, 
and, after one term of office, surrendered the 
chief magistracy to a friend, who, during a 
single term of office, made such a dismal fail-
ure that Diaz was again put forward for the 
presidency, and duly elected. Thereafter he 
served continuously until the date of his 
resignation. 

Mexico Just before Diaz' Time 

During the past few months the subject of 
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this sketch has been a special target for much 
adverse criticism. It may be well for his over-
zealous critics to remember that before he 
came into power, the very soil of Mexico 
seemed to breed revolution, with a full crop, 
harvested in spilled blood, almost every year. 
It is surely to his credit that, under his long 
administration, the country has enjoyed a 
continuous term of peace, which was a thing 
unknown for more than three centuries of its 
previous history. Before he headed the gov-
ernment, there was little security for life or 
property within the confines of Mexico. Every 
city was constructed so that its outmost houses 
constituted a wall for protection, and the 
homestead on every ranch or farm must of 
necessity be a fortress. 

During his administration, the security of 
life in Mexico has compared favorably with 
the protection provided in other countries. 
This period also witnessed remarkable mate-
rit I progress, in railway construction, in the 
erection of factories, of telegraph and tele-
phone systems, modern electric street-car serv-
ice, the opening of mines and of oil industries, 
also in splendid improvements in buildings, 
water supplies, and streets in the principal 
cities, while educational advantages have been 
extended to almost every hamlet in the re-
public. 

Thirty-two years ago, Protestant mission- 

aries worked in Mexico at the peril of their 
lives. If for no other work, we can honor 
Diaz the aged for having held the persecuting 
power of fanatical Catholicism in check, so 
that during his administration there has been 
commendable freedom for the proclamation of 
"the everlasting Gospel" in a land where prob-
ably more than seventy-five per cent of the 
masses, spurred on by the priests, would gladly 
suppress Protestantism. It might be truth-
fully said that during his term of office there 
has been far less religious persecution by the 
hand of the law in Mexico than in the United 
States, and also a more complete separation of 
Church and State in the former than in the 
latter. 

Grave Fears of Permanent Peace 

A very intelligent Mexican lawyer recently 
expressed to the writer his grave fears for 
permanent peace in Mexico after the passing 
of Diaz. He gave these reasons for his mis-
givings: first, that there was absolutely no 
man in Mexico sufficiently popular and of 
recognized ability to take Diaz' place; and, 
second, that the race of people who compose 
the republic are by nature of such a revolu-
tionary spirit that the recent taste of blood 
and plunder will result in the development of 
scattered bands of bandits, which will be dif-
ficult to suppress. I give these items simply 
as the opinion of a prominent Mexican. Diaz 
felt compelled to crush the thousands of or-
ganized bandits who once overran the coun-
try, by very severe measures; and even yet, 
good families in Mexico bemoan the fact that 
some of their relatives, being, by accident, as 
they say, found on the public highways in. 
company with bandits, were summarily ex-
ecuted, without trial. The reason that ban-
dits were executed without trial was because 
of the well-known fact that, like the Camor-
rists of Italy, it was impossible to secure evi-
dence on which to convict them legally. This 
question is well worth weighing. Which 
policy was better for the protection of the 
lives and property of the innocent,— to exe-
cute swift vengeance upon all organized bands 
of bandits, or, through the constant failure 
of court trials, to permit them to continue 
their reign of terror indefinitely? To take 
them alive would have meant the death of 
hundreds of loyal soldiers, and their trials 
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would have meant financial bankruptcy to 
the nation. 

If the same conditions develop in future, 
will mild measures suffice to suppress them? 
We know from precedent how Diaz would 
have dealt with the Camorrist "black hand" 
of Italy, had the society developed in his 
country. He actually had similar conditions 
with which to deal. 

Intelligent Americans living in Mexico ex-
press grave fears for the country if the ballot 
is placed in the hands of the Catholic, priest-
ridden masses. 

If there is any blame that the large peon 
class of Mexico have not been educated, it 
should be attached to the papal priesthood, 
who have had them under their blighting in-
fluence for three and one half centuries, 
rather than to Porfirio Diaz. The fact is 
too well known to need proof, that the Catho-
lic system prefers ignorance of the common 
people, rather than enlightenment, unless 
compelled by environment to foster education. 
The condition of all purely Catholic countries 
substantiates this statement. 

It is quite possible that, during his latter 
years, Diaz has been too largely influenced by 
men of wealth, who were his advisers. Being 
human, he had the ambitions common to hu-
manity. 

Diaz Did Not Seek Re-Election 
Before the last election it was common talk 

in Mexico that Diaz pressed the matter of 
retiring from office, but his advisers dissuaded 
him from his purpose. The revolution that 
followed, demonstrated that the counsel of 
the astute old statesman was wiser than that 
of his counselors. 

It is freely conceded that Diaz employed 
extreme measures to preserve the peace, and, 
some say, to keep himself in power. He con-
stantly asserted that his only desire was the 
good of his country. Without any design to 
cover faults, it is at least charitable to say 
that he knew the peculiar characteristics of 
his people better than most observers who take 
a distant view of Mexican soil across the Rio 
Grande River. 

Mexico's Numerous Tribes 
The Government of the United States has 

had its perplexities with its native Indian 
tribes. Mexico still has one hundred and 
eighty-three tribes of proud, independent 
spirited aborigines, who speak as many dif-
ferent dialects. The classification or amalga-
mation of the citizens of Mexico, whichever 
you may choose to call it, is approximately 
as follows: nineteen per cent pure Spanish 
blood, thirty-eight per cent mixed, and forty-
three per cent pure Indian stock. 

Diaz' methods were always military rather 
than civil in the punishment of high crime, 
but he believed this to be the only way to 
preserve the peace. Madero and his associates 
have had grievances and seen many errors in 
the Diaz regime. Time will tell whether his 
successors, altho legally elected, will be able 
to keep themselves in power to serve out their 
respective terms of office, without resorting 
tc Diaz' methods of suppressing certain am-
bitious men, rather than have the country 
suffer an armed revolution to overthrow the 
administration. 

The public needs no reminder of the fact 
that a people of the same mixture of blood, 
occupying Central Anierica, just to the south 
of Mexico, seldom neglect to keep the revolu-
tionary pot at the boiling point. 

Diaz has frankly stated that Mexico was 
not a republic in the fullest sense, and has 
expressed a strong desire for such develop-
ment on the part of his people that they 
might safely be entrusted with the enjoy-
ment of all the privileges of a true republic. 

The Middle Class Lacking 
Mexico's weakness in the matter of self-

government to-day is the absence of a mid- 

dle class, of educated, intellectual people. 
While such a class, essential to self-govern-
ment in any nation, may be in process of de-
velopment, as yet the population of Mexico 
is largely made up of hundreds of the wealthy 
class as compared with millions of peons. 

If Madero is placed in power and can not 
"make good" on his promises of good wages, 
good- times, and the ballot to these millions, 
discontent will again reign, which, with. suit-
able leadership, will at least worry the ad-
ministration. 

While we should not condone the wrong, 
yet, in making our criticisms of men who, 
under God, have held the destinies of nations 
in their hands, it is well to remember that 
popular opinion,— always impetuous, and 
lacking the opportunity for full investigation, 
and hence minus the balance-wheel of sound 
judgment will one day worship its heroes, 

Francisco De La Barra, Provisional President 
of Mexico 

the next day stone them to death, and later 
erect statues to their memory in halls of fame. 

Trusting that the revolution may end with 
the signing of the terms of peace, let us hope 
— even against the prophecies of some of her 
own citizens — that our sister republic may 
enjoy freedom from political upheavil, and 
that her famous ex-ruler, who, with a firm 
hand, has preserved the peace of fifteen mil-
lions of people for more than three decades, 
may have taught them the ways of national 
peace, and the blessings thereof, and that the 
remainder of his days may be spent in tran-
quility, with a peaceful end at last. 

G. W. MASER. 
— -lc — 

A New Brand of Christian Science.—A maga-
zine has just been started entitled "Newlife 
Monthly." It claims to be the "official organ of 
the 'Newlife Movement,' " and it further claims 
that this movement is "the true science of God." 
The doctrines of the "movement" are set forth in  

the magazine in a lot of paragraphs, a few samples 
of which are the following: 

The Newlife Science teaches that God is love and 
All in All, Omnipotent Omnipresent and Omniscient 
to all Eternity. 

The Newlife Science teaches that sin, sickness, 
and disease is err and can and will be overcome here 
and now. 

The Newlife Science teaches that death is a 
stupid blunder and not a necessity of our lives, 
and that in time it will be considered stupid to die. 

It would seem that the "Mother Science Church" 
was doing all the teaching like the foregoing that 
is needed, and hence "The Movement" ought to 
take  a sober second thought and consider itself 
superfluous. It is very catchy to many people to 
hear the claim made that men may get hold of some 
kind of doctrine that will fix them over in some 
way so that they need not die. It sounds almost,  
amusing as well as delusively satisfying to hear 
the statement made that "death is a stupid blunder 
and not a necessity of our lives." But God has 
said in His Word that "the wages of sin is death," 
and fnrthermore He told our first parents in the 
Garden of Eden that "in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die." And this fact is 
affirmed in the New Testament by the statement, 
"In Adam all die; " and consequently it is said 
again, "It'is appointed unto men once to die." It 
is clearly a part of God's general plan in dealing 
with sin to require all men to die. There are a 
few exceptions to the rule, but they appear as ex-
ceptions, and not as something that all may attain to. 

Mrs. Eddy has tried to get her followers to the 
place where none of them would die. Thousands of 
them honestly thought that Mrs. Eddy herself would 
live ferever. But she has died, and all her fol-
lowers are compelled to acknowledge the sober fact. 
In like manner all the Newlife Movement people 
will die, despite all their high-sounding claims to 
the contrary. God's Word says that "death passed 
upon all men, for that all have,sinned." It has 
ever been true and it will always remain true that 
God's simple Word is stronger than all the imagin-
ings that men may devise to the contrary. Why 
will not men believe that Word, and thus save them-
selves the trouble and disappointment that come 
from building theories that are contrary to divine 
law? Most men have learned that it is absurd to 
try to set aside natural law. It is equally absurd 
to fly in the face. of spiritual law. 

__— 

Rev. W. Manning, rector of Old Trinity, 
New York, has proposed a world-wide conference 
of representatives of every creed in Christendom, 
Catholic and Protestant alike, for the purpose of 
negotiating church unity. Real Christian unity can 
come only through a careful study of the Word 
of God Jind adhering to what that Word teaches. 
When we allow the Word to speak for itself and to 
interpret itself, there is no difficulty in arriving at 
its meaning. Unity that is brought about through 
the Spirit of Him who inspired the Bible, will come 
by following what that Book actually teaches, and 
not through what men may affirm in creeds about 
its teaching. In His Word God calls for unity 
among His followers, and has made arrangements 
by which this unity may be brought about. He has 
also given warnings in that Word against "con-
federacies" that men will seek to build up under 
the guise of "unions." For real Christian unity 
let us all labor earnestly; but let us be on the look-
out against confederacies. The union is God-given, 
and greatly to be desired; the confederacy is not 
from above, and the Lord has warned against it. 

"The National Prohibitionist" has an item 
from San Francisco dated March 13, which says that 
"the first contract let for a building for the Pan-
ama-Pacific-International exposition is that of a 
building which will be known as the 'Hades Café.' 
It will cost about $50,000, will be built in the form 
of a mountain, and the waiters and bartenders are 
to be garbed like devils." 

"Gray's Elegy in a Country Churchyard" 
was originally published for sixpence, or twelve 
cents. Mr. E. D. North paid for a copy the other 
day at the Hoe sale in New York $4,500. 



III. Amusement—Recreation 
MY DEAR ROBERT,— 

I promised in my previous letter to de-
liver myself this week on the question of 
amusements. My advice is very short,—
Don't. Do you ask my reasons ? You shall 
have them. Amusement, or rather the sup-
posed need for it on the part of young 
people, proceeds from a false assumption. 
It is assumed that the young man's daily 
work is a sort of drudgery, which he goes 
through more or less mechanically, longing 
for the time to come when he can put his 
real self into something more congenial,—
games, social enjoyment, and the like. The 
office is supposed to be a prison-house ; of-
fice hours over, the weary captive once more 
feels himself free, his spirits rise, and he 
is a man again. No doubt there are thou-
sands who have just this conception of what 
they call "the daily grind," and neither 
is there any doubt that these thousands 
never become indispensable to their em-
ployers. They are the kind whose places 
it is easy to fill. No, children may require 
to be amused; but not the responsible young 
man. 

What you want to do is to put your whole 
self into your work. See it on its interesting 
and significant side, keep your eyes wide 
open, every brain cell alert and active, and 
the whole system engrossed in what you are 
doing. Do this thoroly, and you will never 
suffer from the vacant, listless feeling that 
craves for amusement. You may at times 
feel brain-weary, you may be physically 
tired, and in need of rest,— the sound sleep 
that falls to the lot of the man who does an 
honest day's work; but you will not feel in 
need of amusement. If you put your heart 
into your work, you will find it highly in-
teresting, even fascinating. You will gain 
from it the same satisfied feeling that other 
young people get from their so-called amuse-
ments. Your energies have been drawn into 
activity, your mind has been absorbed, you 
have been actively and pleasingly employed. 
But you have the additional satiSfaction, 
after doing such a day's work, that you have 
accomplished something worth while, that 
you have justified your existence. There is 
no more deeply satisfying feeling than the 
healthy weariness that follows useful toil, 
just. as there is nothing so intolerable as the 
feeling that you have nothing really to do 
in the world, and that you could drop out 
without being missed. 

But I would not leave the matter here. 
While I object to amusement, using the term 
in the generally accepted meaning as some 
light, frivolous mode of entertainment which 
will help one to pass away a few hours pleas-
antly, I do not in the least object to recrea-
tion, by which I mean some wholesome ac-
tivity which will divert one's mind from the 
ordinary .workaday channels, and at the 
same time do actual good in building up the 
body. Recreation suggests renovation, re-
newal of the powers of mind and body; it 
suggests pleasure of the kind that does not 
cloy. 

How, then, shall we recreate ? Recreation 
for an indoor worker like you should spell 
out-of-doors. It should be taken under the 
open heavens in sunshine or in rain. Such  

kind of recreation will do two things for 
you : build up your health, and make you 
mentally fit for the wearing cares of busi-
ness life. Of course, if you were doing hard 
physical labor in work hours, then your leis-
ure hours might very properly be devoted 
almost exclusively to mental activities. What 
a man wants in recreation is contrast. It 
is this that gives rest to overworked facul-
ties, and brings into use those which have 
been dormant. It is because the amusement 
generally sought by young men so badly 
fails of meeting this requirement, that it 
is so harmful. 

A young man, we will say, is working as 
you do behind a counter. He sees faces all 
the day, people are coming and going in a 
steady stream, and there is continual noise 
from the street. Such a young man's recrea-
tions ought to take him out in the country, 
where he can see the blue sky overhead and 
enjoy the restful companionship of nature. 
But where does he go ? — To the theater, 
the variety show, the moving picture gal-
lery. And what is the result ? Does he get 
any real rest ? — No ; these amusements only 
further deplete his vitality, drawing still 
more largely upon the nervous energy, with- 

What Is Noble ? 
What is noble? — to inherit 

Wealth, estate, and proud degree ? — 
There must be some other merit 

Higher yet than these for me! 
Something greater far must enter 

Into life's majestic span, 
Fitted to create and center 

True nobility in man. 

What is noble? —'Tis the finer 
Portion of our mind and heart, 

Linked to something still diviner 
Than mere language can impart: 

Ever prompting, ever seeing 
Some improvement yet to plan; 

To uplift our fellow being, 
And like man, to feel for man. 

— Charles Sevain. 

out giving anything in return. Thus the 
same faculties are at work throughout the 
period of labor and that of recreation, and 
the final result is nervous breakdown. 

When amusement is sought in society, the 
result is not more satisfactory. If popular 
social gatherings were of a helpful character 
— which they are not — even then the late 
hours and unwholesome excitement would 
make it impossible to recommend them as a 
form of recreation. Time spent on such 
follies is worse than wasted. The average 
young man who goes in for the gay social 
round is in a very real sense unfitting him-
self for the stern realities of life, and is pre-
maturely wearing himself out. 

Change of employment is probably the 
best kind of recreation that a young man 
fully alive to the finest possibilities of life 
can give himself. It is delightful, after a 
wearing day in business, to make the chips 
fly, or to hoe in the garden. And for the 
man who is physically tired, but at least 
fairly fresh mentally, it is most interesting 
to pick up a well-written and well-printed 
book dealing with some of the intensely in-
teresting problems that confront us to-day. 
Yes, it is fine recreation of the nobler kind 
to read the pages of Holy Writ, to follow the  

footsteps of our Saviour as He wandered 
over the hills of Galilee, to hear Him tell 
those beautiful parables so full of the sun-
shine and the birds and the flowers and all 
the teeming life of the open air. It is a 
great mistake to suppose that only light 
reading, such as the modern novel, can be 
recreative. The very opposite is the case. 
It is the books that most inspire us that form 
the best companions, alike for our tired mo-
ments and when we are fresh. 

Change of employment has.this advantage 
over recreation for its own sake, that it gives 
one a sense of production that is in itself 
inspiring. Gladstone used to have two 
tables in his library, at one of which he 
studied and wrote on political subjects, at 
the other on religion. When he had worked 
long enough at one to become tired, he 
stepped over to the other, and found rest 
in the change. Then at the end of each year 
he had something to show for these hours 
of recreation in the way of articles written 
for the reviews as well as increased knowl-
edge of many things. And these tables were 
only to be employed in the leisure time. of 
an extremely busy life. But he knew how 
to use the moments. 

Many have found great delight in music, 
and it must be confessed that it stands high 
as an element of culture. Luther thought 
singing the best of all recreations. He be-
lieved that it had a refining influence on the 
character, while at the same time unbending 
the mind and bringing rest and refreshment 
to the overwrought nerves. There is no 
doubt that the harmony of sweet sounds pos-
sesses recreative power of no mean order, 
and that it would greatly increase the ef-
ficiency of our working hours if we oftener 
composed our minds with music. 

After all, perhaps one gets one's greatest 
recreation from pursuing that which is or is 
to be one's life-work. The men who have 
accomplished most in their various fields of 
usefulness have been with few exceptions the 
men who literally enjoyed it; yes, who got 
the same kind of enjoyment out of it that 
other men got from their games and other 
forms of unproductive recreation. "While I 
am doing this" (plying the artist's pencil), 
said Reynolds, the famous portrait painter, 
"I am just as happy as I can be." Yes, 
he was happy, and that was one at least of 
the secrets of his remarkable success. And 
so he painted day after day, and found so 
much enjoyment in it that he had no thought 
of other recreation. 

There was one form of recreation, how-
ever, . that he did enjoy, and that was to 
meet Samuel Johnson, and Goldsmith, and 
other congenial spirits at some little inn, 
and have an evening together. Conversa-
tion was something of an art in those days. 
Nowadays it is not in fashion, and much is 
the pity. I mean, of course, conversation 
about something worth while. There is al-
ways some one who can talk about the 
weather, that inexhaustible subject; there is 
always some one who knows the latest bit 
of gossip; and most people can say a few 
things about politics; but of really helpful, 
uplifting conversation of the sustained kind, 
very little is heard in these days. The loss 
is a severe one. Conversation is really a 
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most enjoyable and highly educational form 
of innocent recreation. It should be cul-
tivated. If you can once a fortnight or so 
gather a few congenial friends about you 
and talk over things that are worth while, 
you will not only have many enjoyable 
evenings, but you will as a result of these 
meetings, make steady growth in knowledge 
and in power of expression. Conversation 
carried on on a proper level is highly stimu-
lating intellectually, and affords a keen sense 
of pleasure to the young man who has a 
mind and likes to use it. 

Before closing I want to emphasize those-
forms of recreation that are the most help 
physically. You are not getting as much 
exercise as you need,— at least not outdoor 
exercise, and that is quite a different thing 
from exercise indoors. The next time you 
have a half-holiday, just take a long walk, 
say eighteen or twenty miles, and keep up a 
pretty good pace. When you come home, 
take a rub-down, and go early to bed. You 
will feel like a new man in the morning. 
Walks can also be taken in the evening. You 
may think that you have enough exercise 
because of having to stand on your feet so 
much during the day; but standing is not 
the same as walking. A man who is tired 
from standing, can sometimes rest himself 
by vigorous walking. Then there is also 
the • run. A rapid run of a mile in the 
evening shortly before retiring is good for 
the whole body, and especially good for the 
lungs. Physical culture in other phases, such 
as the use of the pulley weights and of gym-
nastic apparatus, is also a useful form of 
recreation — useful in the sense of giving all-
round physical fitness to the body, and thus 
indirectly a beneficial effect upon the men-
tal powers. 

I have written somewhat at random in this 
letter. I hope that in your nest you will 
tell me how you are situated in reference 
to time for recreation, and also how you are 
getting along with your rather confining 
work. 	 Sincerely yours, 

L: P. 

Heart Pictures 

•To Loos for the good in all things God 
has created, helps one to become noble and 
true. The ability to perceive the lessons of 
love connected with all God's creatures is 
a Christian virtue. The angels lift their 
voices in anthems of praise as they behold 
their King, and rejoice in His gifts to men. 
Shall not our lips echo sweet melody in har-
mony with theirs ? Shall not the harp of 
our hearts be in tune with the heavenly 
choir ? Or shall they be chilled to discord 
by coldness and indifference ? 

We can not always tell by outward ap-
pearance what a treasure may be within. A 
rough exterior may, perchance, conceal a 
precious gem, that, with patience and for-
bearance, may reflect the likeness of Christ. 
By looking upon the hopeless with hope, we 
may help the fallen to rise. Let our hearts 
and hands reach out to all God's children, 
weeping with those that weep, rejoicing with 
those that rejoice. 

Can we, in viewing a picture, tell just 
how the artist may look? We are all ma-
king pictures. Close by our side is the 
great Master Artist, viewing with tender 
interest the pictures we portray. He hun-
gers to discern in us a likeness to Himself. 
Let us, then, speak words of cheer; give a  

kindly glance of recognition. Love and sym-
pathy come from God, and will make us like 

HELEN M. WILDE. 

A Treat for the Children 
Those interested in the children and desiring 

that they have some really interesting little Bible 
studies will appreciate the special series of studies 
now running in "Our Little Friend." They are 
presented in a way particularly fascinating and 
comprehensive, and will prove of untold worth 
to many a child. Send thirty cents for  a  six-
month subscription and have the 'paper sent to 
some one of your "little friends." Better yet, 
send it to several of them at thirty cents each. 
They will thank you heartily for its cheering lit-
tle pages. How much we who are older would 
have appreciated something similar when we were 
young! There is a real treat in store for all 
the "Little Friend" readers. Subscribe now 
through the Tract Society. Sixty cents a year. 
Our Little Friend, Mountain View, California. 

Hygienic Vegetable Cooking Oil 
No More Healthful Shortening Made 

Like Olive-oil and keeps indefinitely. 5-gal. 
can, $4.50; two cans, $8.50; 8  1-gal. cans, $7.75; 
half barrel (about 32 gal.), 76c per gal. Cash with 
order. By freight from Louisville or New Orleans. 
Address Dr. 0. C. Godsmark, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Department D. 

1,000 Samples Free 
Washing Made Easy 

I want 1,000 lady readers of the "Signs" to try 
E-Z Washing Tablets and will send 1,000 pack-
ages free. Washing is so easy when you use E-Z 
Washing Tablets. Just boil your clothes in a so-
lution of water, soap, and Tablets for 20 minutes 
and they are clean without rubbing. Enclose 
two 2-cent stamps to pay postage. Address 
Alfred Mallett, 721 H St., Sacramento, Cal. 

An Offer to Our Young People 
An opportunity for you to secure a professional 

training, including all expenses, uniforms, etc., with 
monthly cash payments the second and third years. 
Only nine hours per day. Overtime extra. At the 
St. Helena Sanitarium and Hospital Training School 
for Missionary Nurses. 

The course is especially strong because of the 
large number of patients, providing ample experi-
ence in both medical and surgical practise. Our'  
San Francisco dispensary provides opportunity for 
experience in city mission work. Consecrated grad-
uate nurses readily find employment in institutions 
and mission fields at home and abroad. Just now we 
desire to secure ten or more at good salaries. 

It is not yet too late to join the spring class. 
Mention these offers to your friends who may be 
interested. 

Write immediately for particulars and full in-
formation, addressing — 

DR. H. F. RAND, Medical Superintendent, 
or MRS. S. J. WHITNEY, Secretary, 

Sanitarium, Napa County, California. 

Approximate Chronology 
• "Type and Antitype"— a booklet giving the 
Scriptural and historical facts, physical and cli-
matic conditions, and astronomical calculations, that 
enable us to establish in our own modern calendar 
time the exact date of the Passover, Crucifixion, and 
Resurrection of Jesus. Price 25 cents. Address 
H. H. Perry, 67 19th St., San Diego, California, 
or your tract society secretary. 

A clear, tho brief, setting forth of the Bible 
types and symbols, the services in connection with 

the earthly sanctuary, the 

effectual sacrifice and 
priesthood of our Lord, 
to which all these types 

pointed, and the great prophetic period of Dan. 8:14. 

Contains 112 pages and is PACIFIC PRESS 
illustrated. Price ten cents. Mountain View, Cal. 

Daniel and the Revelation. By 72. Smith. 
Revised edition. A history of the rise and fall of 
nations, being an exposition, verse by verse, of the 
important prophecies of Daniel and John, com-
paring Scripture predictions with historical facts. 
It follows in the track of no other commentary; 
but, guided by the obvious rule that the Bible 
should be its own interpreter, it aims to arrive at 
the exact meaning of the sacred writers in harmony 
with the great plan of redemption as presented 
throughout the Scriptures. The author has devoted 
over thirty years to the study of the Bible, and 
believes that the prophecies of Daniel and John were 
written for our admonition, and that the subjects 
they unfold are the coming themes for the re-
ligious world, destined to engage the attention of 
all thoughtful minds. Over 900 pages, with illus-
trations, beautifully bound. Cloth, marbled edges, 
$3.00. Address this office. 
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The Religions of China 
HINA not only has a religion, but 
it has a triplet of religions, some-
times existing as separate and dis-
tinct sects, and sometimes so 
blended and interwoven that there 

is no way of knowing which predominates. 
These religions are known as Confucianism, 
Taoism, and Buddhism. 

The Sage Confucius 
Confucius, the greatest of Chinese sages, 

was born B.C. 551; and it is his reputed 
writings and teachings that have laid the 
foundation of Confucianism, the religion 
which has probably had more followers than 
any other religion the world ever knew. 
Confucianism, or the teachings of Confu-
cius, is the national religion of the Chinese 
race. For more than two thousand years 
the teachings of this great man,— for truly 
he was great, judged by the enduring work 
he did,— have been accepted as unchallenged 
truth by the leaders in Chinese thought and 
by the rulers in the empire. The orthodox 
Christian believes no more in the divine in-
spiration of the Word of God, than the Con-
fucianist believes in the infallibility of the 
writings of the sage of Shantung. Practi-
cally the entire Chinese race are Confucian-
ists, while Japan and Korea belong to the 
same cult. Outside the teachings of the 
Scriptures, nothing that any one man ever 
did or said has so influenced such a multi-
tude of human beings as the writings and 
teachings of Confucius. Those who have 
read his writings tell us there is nothing in 
all the teachings of Confucius that imparts 
any belief in God, or would cause one to 
suspect that he believed in God. 

Confucianism Described 
Confucianism is a system of governmental 

and moral philosophy, ethics, social manners,_ 
and instructions in the worshiping of the 
gods. The Confucian religion is nature-
worship. Says De Groot : 

Guardian of Heaven's Gate 

We may then define the Confucian religion as 
a mixture of nature-worship and worship of the 
dead; or, seeing that the souls of the dead are also 
parts of nature, we may define it as nature-worship 
pure and simple. 

Ancestral worship is the worship pre-
scribed for the people, and yet they not only 
worship the spirits, but they worship heaven 
and earth, the sun and moon and stars, and 
all animated nature wherever superstition 
or the hope of temporary reward may lead 
them. 

Every heathen home in China has its an-
cestral tablet in which it is sincerely be-
lieved the spirit of the departed dead dwells. 
Before these tablets food and drink are 
placed, incense is burned, prayers are said, 
and the aid and protection of the spirits 
importuned. "It is the rule to represent the 
gods who are believed to have lived as men, 
by images in human form, and the others by 

Image and Tablet of Confucius, Ch'u Fon, 
Shantung 

tablets inscribed with their principal divine 
titles. Images as well as tablets are inhab-
ited by the spirits, especially when, at sac-
rifices, they have been formally prayed to 
or summoned, with or without music, to de-
scend into these objects. Confucian worship 
and sacrifice, then, being actually addressed 
to animated images, constitutes pure idol-
atry. Certainly it is quite inconsistent with 
the Chinese spirit that' such tablets and 
images are mere wood and paint." 

Not only at home is this ancestral wor-
ship carried on, but at the grave and in the 
village temple or the temple of the clan, as 
well. Before the altars or tablets erected 
or placed for the habitation of the spirits, 
the children of the dead bring their offer-
ings of food, tea, or wine, and pay homage 
to the spirits that dwell in or visit these 
material shrines. When we add to this an-
cestral worship the worship of heaven and 
earth, the heavenly planets, the mountains, 
rocks, stones, streams, horses, camels, goats, 
tigers, fishes, serpents, trees, plants, light-
nings and thunder, and a host of other ani-
mate and inanimate things, it can be seen to 
what an extent this people has fallen into 
idolatry. 

Confucianism offers no help to a better 
life. It holds no promise of a Paradise nor 
the hope of a better world than this. It 
leaves every man to order his life so that he 
shall be in harmony with the universe, with-
out any pardon for failure or reward for 
merit, or help to attain this harmony. It 
peoples heaven and earth, the air and water, 
with innumerable spirits, some good and  

some evil. There is no love in its religion, 
either in the family or community. Filial 
piety is enjoined; but beyond that, there is 
neither love for the gods nor love for man 
such as is taught by the Man of Calvary. It 
fails to satisfy the heart of man, as witnessed 
by its most devoted worshipers; for they are 
never satisfied, but wander from temple to 
temple, worshiping gods and goddesses that 
they know not, trusting that they may ap-
pease wrath and secure to themselves the 
favor of these gods who it is vaguely hoped 
will do them good. 

Taoism 
About the time of Confucius another man 

was born in China whose influence over the 
Chinese people has been second only to that 
of the greater teacher. He is called Liao-
tsze. It was he who laid the foundation of 
the elaborate ritual still maintained in the 
idolatrous worship of the rulers and the 
people. Taoism "contains the principal ele-
ments of heathen religions generally. . . 
It has a system of exorcism of devils and 
propitiation of gods, conducted by a priest-
hood with observance of a ritual highly de-
veloped, created to a great extent in imita-
tion of Buddhism. It is a universalism 
which purports to render man happy by 
such exorcism and propitiation, and, more-
over, by teaching him the discipline of se-
curing assimilation with the  Tao, or order of 
the universe."—" The Religion of the Chi-
nese." 

Taoism has greatly increased the number 
of gods worshiped by the Chinese, "owing 
to boundless vagaries in the domain of cos-
mology, astrology, and other occult sci-
ences." Humility, self-effacement, is strictly 
enjoined by such teachings as these : "When 
your meritorious work is done, and fame is 
thereby gained, to retire to the background 
is the Tao [or in harmony with the order] 
of 	heaven."— Lao-tsze. Again Lao-tsze 
says: 

Water benefits all things, and yet occupies the 

An Idol, Shan Hai Kuan 
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lowest places, which all men dislike. The reason 
why the large rivers and the seas are able to act 
as kings of the streams 'Which flow down into the 
valley, receiving tribute from them all, is their 
skill in taking a lower level than they. 

Then there is the virtue of "emptiness," 
— the passive state, the absence of passion. 
This condition is considered ideal, as it is 
akin to heaven, and places its possessor above 
the earth, ranking him with the gods. One 
chief power claimed by the Taoist priest is 
the power of exorcism. 'By this craft and 
the funds derived from it, the priesthood 
receives a large measure of its support. But 
Taoism, like. Confucianism, is nothing more 
nor less than a human religion, without love 
and without a Saviour. It has certain moral 
precepts, but its whole foundation is built 
on demon and spirit worship. "Magic has 
always been the central nerve of the Taoist 
religion, and always determined the func-
tions of its priesthood." To promote the 
destruction of evil spirits and to propitiate 
the gods, by means of charms, spells, music, 
and other cunning devices, seems to be the 
principal work of the Taoist priest. 

Buddhism 
The last of the great religions of China 

is Buddhism. This religion seems to have 
come to China during the first century of the 
Christian era, and soon made rapid headway 
in all parts of the Chinese Empire. Bud-
dhism met a want in the experience of man 
entirely lacking in both the other religions 
of the people. It promised to those who 
lived acceptable lives, immortality, Paradise, 
and a state of supreme happiness in the 
world to come. Speaking of the Buddhist 
sects in China, De Groot says : 

They possess everything pertaining- to a complete 
religious system; founders and prophets, a hierarchy 
and a pantheon, initiation and consecration, religious 
rituals, meeting places or chapels with altars, re-
ligioui festivals, sacred books and writings, even 
theology, a Paradise and a hell. 

A system of merits and demerits is figured 
out, so that a ledger account can be kept and 
a man work out his own salvation. Bud-
dhism approximates Catholicism in many of 
its forms and services. Prof. Max Muller, 
speaking of the Buddhist priesthood in Tibet 
as found there by Hue and Gabet, says there 
was found among the priesthood "the cro-
zier, the miter, the 'dalmatic, the cope, the 
service with two choirs, the psalmody, ex-
orcism, the use of censers held by five chains 
which shut and cpen by themselves, bless-
ings given by lamas in extending their right 
hand over the heads of the faithful, the use 
of beads for saying prayers, the celibacy of 
the priesthood, spiritual retreats, worship 
of saints, fastings, processions, litanies, holy 
water,— enough it would seem to startle 
Roman Catholic missionaries." 

Thus China has a triune religion — Con-
fucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism. The 
State, orthodox religion is Confucianism; 
but so blended and so interwoven are the 
three, but few of the Chinese laity really 
know whether they are of one faith or of all. 
In all these religions morality is inculcated, 
but God is hidden from man, and man is left 
in total darkness concerning all that he most 
desires to know. The whole worship is only 
to procure to one's self and friends temporal 
benefits from the spirits and to purchase the 
favor of the gods, that calamity and mis-
fortune may be warded off. 

Menaced by Fear of Demons 
To the Chinese, the whole world is full of 

demons. Trees, shrubs, and herbs, moun-
tains, rivers, and seas,— in fact all, nature, 
is possessed with souls determined to inflict 
evil on mankind. These demons must be 
deceived, bought, propitiated, scared, or 
fooled, that their evil purposes will fall on 
some other than the worshiper. Probably 
the world has never seen a more spirit-fear-
ing people than the Chinese. Their whole 
lives are hedged in with fear of these evil 
spirits. Sickness comes because they have 
failed to propitiate the god of that .disorder; 
droughts, pestilences, death, all are visita-
tions of demoniacal or god-spirits' wrath. 
They hate the demons and have no love for 
the gods; but it is a cold business transac-
tion to ward off the demons and to pro-
pitiate the gods so that no harm can come 
to them. 

Thus the priests are hired to practise their 
exorcism over demons. Streets, walls pro-
tecting cities, entrances to houses, graves, 
wells, days for marriage, all are determined 
with respect to the spirits. The richest 
mines of coal ever discovered by man have 
lain for ages, all untouched, while untold 
millions of lives have been spent in the 
futile effort .to get fuel to cook the simple 
food, because of the fear of these evil spirits. 
A man falls into the water and in vain strug-
gles to get out ; but not a helping hand is 
offered, because of the fear of evil spirits. 
The land, the sea, the air, are filled with 
these spirits, and they must be obeyed. More 
than four hundred millions of people in 
China live under this awful dread of demons. 
They never loved God, they know nothing 
of the Gospel of His Son Jesus Christ. Their 
religion, while it teaches high moral pre-
cepts, offers no mercy for sin, fills the soul 
with constant fear and dread of evil spirits, 
and lets the life go out without hope in God. 
The nation bows in dread terror before the 
religions imposed upon them by their clas-
sical literature. WhEit it says they believe ; 
and its teaching fills all nature with living, 
active spirits whom to ward off or deceive, 
or to purchase their favor, is an important 
part of a Chinese life. 

China is to be pitied. An intelligent, in-
dustrious, hard-working people, so oppressed 
with superstitions and fears of the spirit 
world, are surely to be pitied. Nothing but 
knowledge of the Word of God can ever 
dispel this awful darkness resting upon the 
people. They need sympathy, love, and 
help. They can never help themselves, for 
they know not the way, nor have they teach-
ers to show them the better way. Their help 
must come from the Christians of this gen-
eration. They need the Word of God en-
forced by the lives of those who have sat at 
the feet of the great Teacher. 

I. H. EVANS. 

Friend in the Kitchen.—This is an educational 
cook-book. Its object is to educate people away 
from flesh-eating by presenting to them a far better 
way. This "better way" consists of 400 thoroly 
tested recipes for the preparation of good, whole-
some dishes, none of which include meat of any kind. 
The book gives the nutritive value of foods, time 
required to digest various foods, rules for dyspeptics, 
best food for infants, substitutes for meats, and, 
in fact, about everything a person wishing to re-
form his dietary needs to study. Durably bound 
in flexible cloth, 25c.. Address this office. 
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Read our thaely article on the "Passing of 
President Diaz," by one well informed. It may 
help some of our readers *to look upon the aged 
and truly great man more eharitably. It was a 
fitting ending to a stormy career that he led person-
ally to victory 300 troops against 700 rebels. 

4c 

Failure to live the momentary life brings 
sore defeat and discouragement in hearts that long 
to be faithful. We mean to be true. Our impulses 
frequently rise to great longings of heart; but they 
are let down again, and we yield to temptation. 
Form habits of constancy. Dwell on the presence 
of God. Live as in His sight. Pray the prayer 
of the psalmist of old, "Create in me• a clean 
heart, 0 God; and renew a right [steadfast, con-
stant] spirit within me." 

— — 
At a recent Sunday morning chapel service, 

Mr. C. H. Jones, our general manager, gave us an 
outline of the work that we have in hand in the 
office at the present time. Several editions of 10,000 
each of some of our largest subscription books will 
have to be printed tight away. A large number of 
smaller works are also pressing themselves upon us 
for immediate printing orders. We have definite 
plans laid for the special "Missions" issue of the 
weekly Swigs or THE TIMES, and advance orders 
for 500,000 copies of this edition are already in 
hand, with the prospects of at least 200,000 
more. The manager's closing statement was: 
"We have the busiest summer before us in 'all our 
history. We will have to do careful planning and 
faithful work in all our departments if.  we get' all 
this volume of work through without any of it be-
ing delayed. We are glad that our own denomina 
tional work is crowding us so that we have no 
time to be even tempted to do commercial print- I 

The Recall of Judges.— The New York World 
clearly points out that the demand for the recall of 
judges "is not confined to judges who disgrace 
their office. Any judge may be removed at any 
time for any cause, or for no cause, in the whim 
or passion of the majority." It further says: 
"The prohibitions of the various constitutions are 
restraints which the people have imposed upon their 
own powers. The Bill of Rights is the guarantee 
of the weak, against the strong, of the minority 
against the majority. When ,these guarantees are 
destroyed, the foundations of human liberty are 
destroyed." And the World further contends that 
all these similar demands together mean "a revolu-
tion in our system of government. The checks and 
balances "are overturned - The barriers against - sud-
den outbursts of popular passion are,tthroWn down. 
The majority can do what it will. The minority 
hae no 'rights 'which the majority' is hound to re-
spect." These are wise, 'thoughtful Words, which 
ought to be weighed. 

.1( 

In the Outlook Department 
WE, shall publish from time to time 'the follow-

ing articles of great and thrilling interest to stu-
dents of world conditions. You will wish to read 
them. YOU ;All wish your neighbors to read them. 

The following from our well-known contributor, 
Prof. G. W. Rine: 

The Peace Propaganda — a Momentous Move-
ment. 

Will It Be Peace or War? 
Wanton-  Extravagance in Government. 
Ultra Extravagance in Domestic and Social Life. 
The following from another well-known contribu-

tor, Pastor C. L. Taylor, on the religious outlook: 
A Lowered Church Standard. 
A Discounted Bible. 
What Will Be the Outcome 
Our London Letter, and news of importance from 

all parts of the world. 
The above noted articles may not appear in this 

order, but they will all appear within this present 
series, with others of equal importance on world 
conditions;  from India, the Orient, and the Near 
East. _ — 

Our Missions Department 
WE are now furnishing our readers some excels  

lent articles on China, by our superintendent of the 
great Oriental field, Pastor I. H. Evans. They are 
instructive and helpful. 

From the head of our mission work in Burma, 
Pastor H. H. Votaw, come four articles on that 
field of wonderful interest in mission work, conse-
crated in suffering, especially by Judson and his 
wives. 

Another article waits from Peru. And more are 
coming all the time. 

—it 4( 

Judicial Legislation 
WE quote above from an editorial in the New 

York World as  to what the recall of judges means; 
namely, a revolution. But the late decisions 
of the Supreme Court in the dissolution of the 
Standard Oil Company and the Tobacco Trust will 
probably aid materially in pushing the recall of 
judges. The Tobacco Trust is held to be a com-
bination, in restraint of trade, a monopoly in viola-
tion of law, and is therefore dissolved, thereby 
affecting sixty-five American and two English cor-
porations. The trust was held to be guilty of in- 

" guilty of conscious wrong-doing ;; ' 
yet, the court remands the cast to the circuit court 
to allow it the opportunity to disintegrate and re-
combine under conditions "not repugnant to law." 
The court is unanimous in the dissolution of the 
Tobacco Trust, as in the dissolution of the Stand-
ard Oil Company; but • from certain things in both 
decisions Justice Harlan vigorously dissents. He 
believes that in these two cases the Supreme Court 
by judicial legislation in effect amends an act of 
Congresa relating to a subject over which that de-
partment of the Government has exclusive cogni-
zance. 

Referring to past decisions of the court in which 
the purpose of Congress wa:s aseertained, Justice 
Harlan says: 

They did not grope about in darkness, but in 
discharging the solemn duty put on them by the 
Constitution, they stood out, with minds unmystified, 
in the full glare of the light of reason, and felt 
and said time and again that the court could not 
and ought not under the Constitution to usurp 
the functions of Congress by indulging in judicial 
legislation. • 

Again he says: 

The evidence in the record is, I think, abundant 
to enable the court to render a decree containing all 
necessary details that will effectually suppress the 
evils of the combination in question. But the court 
sends the case back with directions to further hear 
the parties so as to ascertain whether a new con-
dition can not be created in harmony with the law. 

I have found nothing in the record which makes 
me at all anxious to perpetuate any new combina-
tion among those companies that the court concedes 
had at all' times exhibited a conscious wrong-doing. 

A senator is quoted as saying: 

A justice" of the Supreme Court from the bench 
denounces _judicial usurpation by his associates; 
two senators onthe floor of the chamber warn their , 
fellow members that the body intuit purge itself and 
restore 'representative government; another, address-
ing  a  class of law graduates, forewarns the nation 
of Socialism and possible anarchy. Income tax 
amendments, popular election amendments, are be-
ing pressed; election machinery is being taken 
into the hands of the people; the great captains of 
industry are falling out and telling on each other. 
The truth is that the people of the United 
States are in the throes of a tremendous revo-
lution and do not realize it. 

4( 4( 

Increase of Crime.— The New York Independ-
ent of May 25 says editorially, "However the ex-
perts may differ about the causes of crime or the 
expedient methods of dealing with criminals, they 
agree that crime of the greatest description is 
rampant in American communities, and apparently 
is steadily increasing in ratio to population." 
It further says: " The American public regards 
crime lightly. It is in fact amazingly indifferent 
to crime and its prevention." Referring to the 
recent New York conference, the editor says: "Mr. 
Heney of San Francisco . . . made clear the 
absurdity of expel ting to stamp out criminality 
among the ignorant, degraded, and poverty-stricken, 

so long as criminality among the powerful and so-
cially respectable goes unpunished." 'President 
Taft and Assistant District Attorney Nott, of New 
York, "were unequivocal in their showing that a 
percentage of American lawyers and of American 
judges [the percentage] by no means negligible, 
are themselves so thoroly criminal in character, if 
not technically at law, as to make our bench and 
bar largely and gravely responsible for the increase 
in crime." In the same issue of the above journal 
Mr. J. C. Bayles, M.E. Ph.D., avouched by the 
editor as a high authority, declares that "crime 
[in New York] iss  notably on the increase, and vice 
. . . is better organized,' more amply capitalized, 
and more lucrative than ever before. Very similar 
conditions are found in many cities. In Chicago, 
for example, they are worse than New York has 
ever known." Doubtless, as above quoted, lawyers 
and judges are to an extent responsible; but what 
shall we say of the ministers of religion whose at-
titude toward God's eternal law is such as to 
foster sin and crime? If God's law is nothing, 
why should we regard the law of men? Yet these 
very conditions God has foretold. See 1 Tim. 3:1-5. 

There is and must be progress in God's work. 
There is or should be ever broader, clearer vision 
of what His work means, of its exceeding breadth, 
depth, and greatness. But the place, the view-point, 
from which one gets his vision, is mightily important. 
He who views God's work from a denominational 
creed environment is too narrow. He who views 
it from a semi-world view, from a religio-political 
standpoint, has turned his face toward the Dark 
Ages, tho he may not see,  the end through the mist 
and fog of human devisings. The progress of such 
a plan is downward. But he who gets up into the 
mountain of God's holiness, and sees "visions of 
God" in the light of prophecy, and is "not diso-
bedient to the heavenly vision," will make true 
progress. 
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