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"IF YE WILL INQUIRE, INQUIRE YE." 

This Inquirers' Department is conducted for the purpose of helping those who are studying the Bible. The answers are oftentimes only suggestive. They are never to be considered in-
fallible, only as they agree with the infallible Word. The writer who may answer them does not consider that his opinion is infallible. He will simply give the best that he has, and plead with 
the inquirer to search the Word. Such questions only will be answered as, to the editors, seem to minister to the good of the readers and to the mission of the paper. We can not answer 
repeatedly in the same volume questions upon the same scripture. The name and address mast accompany question, not for publication, but as an evidence of good faith, and that answer may be 

made by letter if deemed advisable. No letters are answered which do not contain the name of the writer. It is well always to enclose stamp for reply. 

3044 — The Love-Feast 
Who originated the love-feast which is 

practised in the Methodist Church, by 
partaking of bread and water? and is 
there any authority for it from the Scrip- 
tures? 	 P. 

The love-feast comes from "agape," the Greek 
word for love, "used by ecclesiastical writers 
most frequently in the plural," says the "Popular 
and Critical Biblical Cyclornedia," "to signify the 
social feasts of friendship, love, or kindness in 
use among the primitive Christians." We have no 
command for these feasts at all. There is no 
scripture which makes them binding or obliga- 
tory. As stated by the authority above named: 
"These festivals were kept in the assembly, or 
church, towards evening, after prayers and wor-
ship were over. Upon these occasions the faith-
ful ate together with great simplicity and union 
what each had brought, so that rich and poor 
were in no way distinguished. After a supper 
marked by much frugality and modesty, they 
partook of the sacramental signs of the Lord's 
body and blood, and gave each other the kiss of 
peace." Some of these believers, doubtless, were 
widely scattered, and coming together in tha't 
way found the simple meal a love-feast indeed, 
spoken of in Jude as "feasts of charity," or love. 
Afterward they seemed to have fallen into dis- 
credit, and became corrupted and perverted and 
shameful. The Council of Laodicea, Canon 28, 
and the Synod of Trullo, Canon 74, and the Coun-
cil of Carthage, Canon 42, abolished them. Later 
they have been revived, and our Methodist 
friends still practise them. There is nothing 
obligatory in them, neither is there anything 
against the gathering of Christians and the hold-
ing of love-feasts at any time. Every such gath-
ering of Christians ought to be a love-feast. 

3845 James and Paul 
It is said that Paul withstood Peter, 

Gal. 2:11. Now after reading- Romans 4 
and 5, what do you 'think would be Paul's 
opinion of James 2? 	 F. 

We can not see how there could be any dif-
ference between Paul and James. Paul's with-
standing Peter was quite another thing. It did 
not pertain to Peter's teaching in his epistles 
God-given, but it pertained to Peter's conduct. 
The simple fact is that Paul is talking of the 
necessity of faith in order that we may be saved, 
faith unto salvation; and James is telling us of 
Just what that kind of fait is. This solves the 
whole problem. Paul's whole argument in Ro-
mans is that there is no possible way of getting 
rid of our sins of the past, of furnishing any 
righteousness ourselves to cover that past, but 
God does it through faith in the Lora Jesus 
Christ. And by that same faith, power is given 
to us so "that the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit." He expresses the life of 
the Christian in another place in this way: "For 
in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availethaY-
thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which aVork-
eth by love." This is the kind of faith of which 
James is teaching, the faith that works; and if 
our faith is that which will not lead us to obey 
God, it is an utterly spurious faith. 

_4(- 

3640— A Fearful Famine, Amos S111 
Please explain Amos 8:11.• What is 

meant by a famine of "hearing the words 
of the Lord"? 	 O H. 

It means this: When God finishes His work in 
the earth, the seven last plagues of Revelation 
16 are impending. His great threefold message 
of Revelation 14 will have been given. Warning 
will have come to every soul that lives upon the 
earth, and the multitudes in the valley of deci-
sion (Joel 3:14) will have taken their stand on 
the one side or the other of the great contro-
versy. Of course great masses will have rejected 
God's Word. They will have laughed at the 
warnings, and scoffed at the coming judgments 
that were predicted as based upon that Word. 
But when the message has been given, all bur- 
den will be taken from the servants of God. They 
have done their work; God has done His. Then 
His judgments, the great consequences of sin, 
will come upon the earth. . Men have rejected 
God's Spirit; God's Spirit is withdrawn, and the 
fulfilment of all the prophecies pertaining to 
that time will begin to take place. Men will then 
see— selfishly see — what they have lost, and 
they will begin to seek for the Word of the Lord, 
for hope, for comfort, for deliverance; but the 
Word then can not be found. They might have 
had it in their •heart to fortify them against the  

calamities which are upon them, but they would 
not. And now that the calamities are upon them, 
according to that Word, then they seek for the 
Word, but can not find it. "They shall wander 
from sea to sea, and from the north even to the 
east; they shall run to and fro to seek the Word 
of Jehovah, and shall not find it." The text 
emphasizes the eternally important truth, "Be-
hold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation." 

3647 — Infant Baptism 
Will you please tell me who was the 

author of infant baptism, and how did it 
originate? 	 P. 

It is impossible to tell the origin of infant 
baptism. Its origin is lost in the mists of the 
early centuries. In the first place, we have no 
warrant for it in the Scriptures, and as expressed 
by the quaint Henry D'Anvers: "Where the Scrip- 
ture path no tongue, we ought to have no ear. 
According to that known maxim, to practise any- 
thing in the worship of God as an ordinance of 
His, without an institution, ought to be esteemed 
will-worship and idolatry." In his "Treatise on 
Baptism," he quotes Luther as saying, "Young 
children hear not, nor understand the Word of 
God, out of which faith cometh; and therefore 
if the commandment be followed, children ought 
not to be baptized." And Calvin, from his "Fourth 
Book of Institutes," chapter 16, "That it is no-
where expressly mentioned by the evangelist that 
any one child was by the apostles' hands bap-
tized." And very many more to the same effect. 
That it was not founded in Scripture is indi-
cated by the decrees of popes and councils in the 
fifth century. The Milevitan Council declared, 
"That it 'is our will that all that affirm that young 
children receive everlasting life, albeit they be 
not by the sacrament of grace, or baptism, re-
newed; and that will not that young children, 
which are new born from their mothers' womb, 
shall be baptized to the taking away original 
sin, that they be anathematized." 

The fifth general Council of Carthage, in the 
year 416, decreed, "We will that whoever denies 
that little children by baptism are freed from 
perdition and eternally saved, that they be ac-
cursed." 

It existed as early as Tertullian, because he 
contended against it. He lived about the year 
200.- The very ones, however, who teach it, teach 
other traditions and superstitions that are cer-
tainly not Christian, and have no basis in Scrip-
ture. As men forgot God, they turned to super- 
stition and ritualism, and endeavored erroneously 
to continue the rite of circumcision in baptism. 
The words of our Saviour ought to be sufficient 
for all: "He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved." 

— .0( — 

3648—Sanctification and Politics 
Is it possible for a man who testifies in 

social meetings almost uniformly that he 
is sanctified and saved, to be running for 
office in politics? 	 N. 

In the first place, there should be no boasting 
of one's sanctification, save in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, "through whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world." Gal. 6:14. Our 
boasting is in Him. We can say again, with 
Paul, "Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief." And in our Chris-
tian life, modesty would lead us also to say, as 
did the great apostle, "Not that I have already 
obtained, or am already made perfect: but I press 
on, if so be that I may lay hold on that for 
which also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus. 
Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid 
hold: but one thing I do, forgetting the things 
which a're behind, and stretching forward to the 
things which are before, I press on toward the 
goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus." We may say that the Lord Jesus 
Christ has forgiven our sins, and cleansed us 
from all unrighteousness, because we have faith 
in Him; but in the light of constantly increasing 
truth, no Christian will boast of his attainments. 
It is contrary to the whole tenor of Scripture. 

Secondly, as to politics. Politics are based on 
expediency, and in many cases in this present 
world, on almost utter lack of principle. The 
first thing in the Christian life is principle. He 
is chosen to serve God in righteousness and holi-
ness. He must not depart from that standard, 
nor can he without loss. He can not, therefore, 
submit his standard of right, his conscience 
toward God, to any political party, or scheme, or 
plan. "No •  man that warreth entangleth himself  

with the affairs of this life; that he may please 
Him who hath chosen him to be a soldier," is 
the injunction of the apostle. And again, "For 
our citizenship is in heaven." These are prin-
ciples which should all-absorbingly possess 
Christians: 
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Oar readings continue the story of Joseph, and 
God's providential dealings thr'ugh him for the 
preservation of the lives of his relatives. They 
thought to do him ill; God was using him for 
their good. Jacob felt, "All these things are 
against me:" God was making all those things 
for him. There are wonderful lessons for all 
generations in these closing chapters of Genesis. 
Jacob's prophecies concerning his seed are scrip-
tures over which there is more or less discussion, 
some holding that the tribes will again be re-
stored in the last days, and the prophecies are 
still, in a measure, to be fulfilled. But the 10th 
verse of the 49th chapter gives us a solution of 
all the prophecies,—"The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto Him shall 
the gathering (the obedience) of the peoples be." 
When Christ the Lord should come all should 
center in Him. He, the true stock of Israel, must 
be the one in whom all Israel find root and nour-
ishment, and therefore those who are Christ's are 
Abraham's seed, heirs according to the promise, 
and are of the true tribes. 

We have fon; chapters in the book of Exodus. 
The term "exodus" itself means "a going out," 
and the book is so called from Israel's going out 
of Egypt. God blessed the children of Israel 
wonderfully -while in Egypt, under kings who 
were favorable, and who knew the good that 
Joseph had done to Egypt; but later a new king 
came. There is no certain agreement regarding 
the changes which took place in the dynasty 
from the one that was favorable to the children 
of Israel to the one unfavorable. Certainly there 
was a clear, a decided transformation. And here 
again we have God's providential care over His 
people. The more they were oppressed the more 
they increased. The dynasty, however, seems to 
have sprung from Assyria (see Ise. 52:4). The 
term "Pharaoh" is an appellative, or title, and not 
a name,— the seine as czar, emperor, king. Pithom,; 
one of the treasure cities, comes from Pa-Turn, 
the abode of the god Tum, the same as the Greek 
Heroopolis; and Raamses, said to be so called 
because built by Rameses 

The great diameter which stands out above all 
others in these chapters is that of Moses. Self-
sufficient at first, in his own earthly wisdom, 
skill, power, and position, all this falls away 
after his forty years of postgraduate work with 
God in the deserts of Midian. Keeping the flock 
under the shining heavens, and communing with 
the great Creator, he has come to recognize his 
own littleness and God's greatness. God reveals 
Himself to Moses as the great "I AM," the cove-
nant God, the one who will fulfil as He has ful-
filled in the past, as He will fulfil in the future, 
— the great, ever-present Deity. The book also 
is a book revealing the redemption of man. In 
the very names themselves, again and again we 
have evidences of God's redemption. It is worth 
while, sometimes, to look out the meaning of 
the names of those whom God is using in His 
work, or of persons connected with God's work 
in times of crisis,— the covenant name of God, 
the revelation of His name, Moses speaking to 
the ruler in His name, Pharaoh raised up to add 
glory to that name, the law given in the name, 
God's name in the angel; and there are still other 
instances in which God shows regard for His 
name. And through all the book, as through 
Genesis, the seed, and the promise of the seed. 
are kept uppermost. 

The week closes with the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Psalms. Very heart-searching, indeed, is the 
last one. 
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IV—Fulfilled Prophecy the Might- 
iest Evidence that Jesus Is 

the True Messiah 
Jesus' Proof of His Own Messiahship 

TRUTH of equal importance, to 
the children of men, with the 
existence of God, is the Messiah-
ship of Christ. 

If Jesus is the true Messiah, 
He must have some incontrovertible proof 
of. it. What proof of His Messiahship does 
He offer ? 

Let us dwell for a few moments upon 
some of the miraculous events associated 
with the birth of Christ, for therein do we 
find proof positive of His Messiahship. 

Mary's Protection 

From the foundation of the world, moth-
erhood in wedlock has been covered with 
a halo of glory, and out 
of wedlock with a mantle 
of shame. What wise 
provision was made in the 
councils of heaven, to 
cover Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, with a halo of 
eternal glory, instead of 
a mantle of perpetual 
shame, and at the same 
time give us ample 
ground for intelligent 
faith in the supernatural 
conception of Christ, or 
in the fact that the Son 
of God literally became 
"the Seed, of the 
woman," "the Son of 
Man"? While we may 
say that if Mary had 
been guilty she would not 
have dared declare her-
self innocent, in the pres-
ence of the angel Gabriel 
(Luke 1: 31-34), yet this 
reason alone is not suffi-
cient. God would not 
expect us to accept her 
evidence, if it stood.alone. 

I must confess that 
while I desire to believe 
in the miraculous concep-
tion of the Saviour, yet 
if Mary's testimony alone 
were all the evidence 
that we have upon which 
to base faith in His su-
pernatural birth, I could 
not believe in her as a 
pure, truthful woman; 
nor do I believe that God 
would hold me guilty for 
disbelief in her solitary 
testimony to her concep-
tion, for it was wholly 
unique in the entire his- 

tory of the world. What a tremendous 
temptation for Mary, if guilty, to cover 
her shame by telling the story of a miracle ! 
If by her story she could convince Joseph of 
her innocence, he would take her to be his 
wife, and thus cover her shame, and avert • 
the dreadful calamity of her being stoned 
to death. 

With the infatuation of love to modify 
cool, deliberate judgment, of all other per-
sons in the world, Joseph, to whom Mary 
was espoused, would have been the least in-
clined to doubt her statement. But evi-
dently he did not accept her explanation 
(and it is beyond belief that she did not 
make full explanation to him) ; for when 
he discovered her condition, he decided not 
"to make her a public example" of im-
purity, and thereby cause her to be stoned 
to death, according to a law in Israel (Deut. 
22 : 21), but, in charity, determined to con- 

ceal her evident guilt by putting her away 
privately. It required a special visitation 
of an angel to corroborate Mary's account 
and thus convince Joseph of her spotless 
purity. Matt. 1 : 18-25. If Joseph could 
not believe her statement until convinced 
by a special messenger from glory, Ged 
would not expect me to believe in the super-
natural birth of Jesus into the world upon 
the statement of a Jewish maiden, who, if 
guilty of shame, would naturally have a 
desire to create the story of a miracle to 
cover her guilt. Wherein, then, do we have 
all-sufficient ground for faith in the fact 
that the Creator, the Lord of Glory, the Son 
of God, was united with humanity in His 
birth, so that He might take this essential 
preliminary step in becoming the Saviour 
of men ? 

Be assured, reader, that there was noth-
ing overlooked in the divine plan. God 
gave me all the basis for faith that I could 
possibly require. He paved the way for 
Mary to stand shameless not only before 
the angel and before her espoused husband 

in making her candid 
profession of purity, but 
likewise before the uni-
verse; and not only 
shameless, but, in her hu-
mility, covered with a 
spotless robe of perpetual 
glc ry. 

How did divine wis-
dom, in advance, under-
mine skepticism and cause 
Christianity to triumph 
gloriously ? 	The an- 
swer is simple ; namely, 
by 	the " testimony of 
Jesus," the "sure word 
of prophecy." Jesus 
Himself, sp eaking 
through the prophet some 
740 years before the 
event was fulfilled, had 
said,. ", T.h,erefore the 
Lord Himself shall give 
you a sign; Behold, a vir-
gin shall conceive, and 
bear a Son, and shall call 
His 	name I mm a n uel." 
Isa. 7: 14. 

His Birthplace Foretold 

How marvelous the ful-
filment of the prophecy 
which specified the birth-
place of the Messiah! 
More than 700 years be-
fore His birth into our 
human family, Jesus, by 
the spirit of prophecy, 
spoke God's word 
through the prophet 
Micah, sayin g, "But 
thou, Bethlehem Ephra-
tah, tho thou be little 
among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee 
shall He come forth unto 

Testimony of Jesus 
By George W. Reaser 
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Me 'that is to be ruler in Israel; whose go-
ings forth have been from of old, from ever-
lasting." Micah 5: 2. When the exact 
time came for the fulfilment of these sure 
words of prophecy, Joseph and Mary were 
called from their home in Nazareth of Gal-
ilee to Bethlehem, by the world ruler, Ctesar 
Augustus, and there Jesus was born. Luke 
2: 1-7. Who can but be overwhelmed with 
wonder and awe at the foreknowledge of 
God, and the accuracy of the prophetic fore-
sight, which could penetrate the future for 
seven centuries, and know that altho Joseph 
and Mary would be residing at Nazareth, 
yet just at the opportune time for the birth 
of Jesus to take place at Bethlehem, they 
would be called there to be enrolled for tax-
ation, by a ruler who knew not God ! 

The wisdom of God laid the plan of sal-
vation so carefully, so accurately, in ad-
vance, that no truth is better established 
than the Messiahship of Christ. 

No Design of Men 

There was absolutely no concerted plan 

AD the Jewish nation been true 
to their trust, and communi- 
cated to the world the light 
they had, they would have re- 
mained the depositary of the 

truth of God. God had brought His people 
out of the cruel bondage of Egypt, and had 
exalted them before the nations around 
them. They were favored with every tem-
poral and spiritual blessing. God's presence 
went with them, enshrouded in the pillar of 
cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night. 
They were under His guardianship, and His 
love and care were manifested in protection 
and blessing. But they were unfaithful; 

;they rebelled against God, and transgressed 
His holy law, spoken from Mount Sinai by 

:His own voice, and written on tables of stone 
by His own finger ; and God sent His Son 
to make known to the world His character 
and the laws of His kingdom. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by Him; and without Him was not anything 
made that was made. In Him was life; and the 
life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
. . . That was the true Light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made by Him, and the 
world knew Him not. He came unto His own, and 
His own received Him not. But as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on His name. . . . 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only-
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
. . . And of His fulness have all we received, and 
grace for grace. 

He Came When Most Needed 

At the time when He was most needed, 
Jesus, the Son of God, the world's Re-
deemer, laid aside His divinity, and came 
to earth in the garb of humanity. He. came 
to live out in His life God's holy law, that 
had been misrepresented, and buried be-
neath human tradition and the command-
ments of men. Forms and ceremonies had 
been put in the place of the Word of God, 
until its pure and holy principles were al-
most extinct. 

on the part of any set of men whereby they 
'designed to fulfil a single detail of proph-
ecy relating to Christ's birth, or any other 
God givenprophecy. But in open opposi-
tion to the divine purpose, King Herod ar-
rttyed his civil power against the fulfilment 
of prophecy, in his wicked decree consign-
ing all the children in Bethlehem and round 
about, to cruel slaughter. The Lord has said 
that He will make the wrath of man praise 
Him, and the remainder of wrath He will 
restrain ; and thus it proved that the wrath 
of Herod, hurled against the innocents at 

• Bethlehem, literally fulfilled two very defi-
nite specifications of prophecy. Jer. 31: 
15-17 ; Matt. 2 : 12-18. A parallel of this is 
found in the agreement of Herod and Pilate 
concerning the crucifixion of Jesus. While 
trying to defeat God's purpose, they ful-
filled prophecy, but were not conscious of 
it. 	Ps. 2 : 2, 3 ; Acts 4 : 23-28 ; 13: 27-35. 
The testimony for Jesus, as well as the tes-
timony of Jesus, is the spirit of prophecy. 

(This article of the series concluded next week) 

Christ came as the representative of God, 
the Light of the world. His mission to 
earth was to dispel, with His clear, bright 
rays, the moral darkness that was enshroud-
ing the world. He gave no heed to the tra-
ditions and maxims of men. These human 
inventions were opposed to the Gospel of 
the kingdom He had come to establish. He 
sought to remove from the law the mass of 
rubbish with which men had covered it. Of 
priests and rulers He said, "In vain do 
they worship Me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men." 

In His Sermon on the Mount, Christ de-
clared: "Think not that I am come to des-
troy the law, or the prophets : I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say 
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled." 

Many professing Christians of to-day are 
closing their hearts and minds to the Sun of 
Righteousness, whose bright beams would 
chase away the darkness and mist that ex-
ist there. They refuse the light, and make 
God's requirements and will of secondary 
importance. In place of the rest day given 
them by Jehovah, they accept a counterfeit 
sabbath ; they worship an idol, and trans-
gress God's holy law in trampling upon the 
Sabbath which He has instituted and 
blessed. 

The Object of the Sabbath 

The object of the Sabbath was that all 
mankind might be benefited. After God 
had made the world in six days, He rested, 
and blessed and sanctified the day upon 
which He rested from all His work which 
He had created and made. He set apart 
that special day for man to rest from his 
labor, that as he should look upon the earth 
beneath, and the heavens above, the tan-
gible proofs of God's infinite wisdom, his 
heart might be filled with love and rever-
ence for his Maker. Had man always kept 
the day which God has blessed and sancti-
fied, there would never have been an in-
fidel in our world; for the Sabbath was 
given as a memorial of the Creator's work; 
it was given that upon that day, in a spe-
cial sense, man might draw his mind away  

from the things of earth to the contempla-
tion of God • and His mighty power. 

"But the Lord is the true God, He is 
the living God, and an everlasting King : 
at His wrath the earth shall tremble, and 
the nations shall not be able to abide His 
indignation. Thus shall ye say unto them, 
The gods that have not made the heavens 
and the earth, even they shall perish from 
the earth, and from under these heavens. 
He hath made the earth by His power, He 
hath established the world by His wisdom, 

• and hath stretched out the heavens by His 
discretion. When He uttereth His voice, 
there is a multitude of waters in the heav-
ens, and He causeth the vapors to ascend 
from the ends of the earth; He maketh 
lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the 
wind out of His treasures." The heathen 
in their blindness bow down to idols of 
wood and stone. "These be our gods," 
they say. But in the fourth commandment 
we have the proof that our God is the true 
and living God. In it is the seal of His 
authority: "Remember the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and 
do all thy work : but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou 
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy man servant, nor thy 
maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates : for in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 
the 	seventh day : wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it." 
In the heavens, that declare the glory of 
their Maker,— the sun, shining in his 
strength, giving life and beauty to all 
created things; the moon and the stars, the 
works of His hands,— we see the superior-
ity of the God we -worship. He is the God 
that "made the heavens and the earth." 

Sabbath Blessings 

Great blessings are promised to those who 
place a high estimate upon the Sabbath, 
and realize the obligations resting upon 
them in regard to its observance: "If thou 
turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from 
doing thy pleasure on My holy day ; and 
call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the 
Lord, honorable ; and shalt honor Him, not 
doing thine own ways, nor • finding thine 
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own 
words : then shalt thou delight thyself in 
the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places of the earth, and feed 
thee with the heritage .of Jacob thy father : 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." 

Christ commanded His followers, 
"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life : and they are 
they which testify.  of Me." Peter exhorts us, 
"Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts : and 
be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear." 
The earth itself is not more interlaced with 
golden veins and precious things than is the 
Word of God. It is the field of revelation, 
the storehouse of the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. The truths contained therein are 
as "treasure hid in a field; the which when 
a man hath found," "for joy thereof" he 
" goeth and selleth all that he hath, and 
buyeth that field," that he may search 
every part of it, and make himself master 
of its treasure. 

That field is the Word of God ; and it 
must be searched before its precious things 
can be brought to light. But by the grace 

The Sabbath of the Bible 
By Mrs. E. G. White 



What Have I Done ? 
By Eliza H. Morten 

What have I done to help the helpless? 
What to comfort  give? 

Have I the sick, the poor, forsaken, 
Taught to truly live? 

They are a heritage most precious, 
Feeble tho they be. 

What have I done to lift their burdens? 
What, 0 God, for Thee? 

What have I done to bring to Jesus 
Those who live in sin? 

What word spoken, tho spoken weakly, 
Hearts to touch and win? 

Many I know are In the darkness, 
Waiting light to see; 

Help me, 0 God, to be a beacon, 
Pointing the way to Thee. 

What have I done to spread the message 
Over land and  sea  — 

Message of truth, a coming Saviour, 
Life and liberty — 

Coming in clouds to take His people? 
All the world must hear. 

What have I done to waft that message 
On to every ear? 

What have I done? 0 Jesus, help me, 
Help me truth Impart. 

Here Is my life and here my talents. 
Take, 0, take my heart! 

Yea, take me, Lord, transform and bless me, 
Make me humble, pure; 

Then what I do will be a blessing, 
Fruitful evermore. 

His "mercy" and "grace," all of which 
would contribute to that people's present 
greatness, and eventually confer upon them 
the boon of eternal life. Ps. 18: 35; 107: 
43 ; John 17 : 3. 

These people had been alienated from 
God's life because of sin, and their foolish 
hearts were therefore darkened. Like their 
progenitor Adam when first molded from 
the earthly element, they lacked that nec-
essary ultimate breathing of God, by which 
to receive,the divine impress of God's char-
acter image. But God is the same yester-
day, to-day, and forever (Heb. 13:8) ; His 
"goings forth" have been uniform from the 
"days of eternity." Micah 5: 2. With 
Him "is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning." James 1: 17. 

A Well-Defined Plan 

This well-established fact reveals that 
God has ever had a single well-defined plan 
in behalf of man's highest good. His very 
act of making man in His own image in 
the beginning (Gen. 1: 26), clearly discloses 
what this one only design has continually 
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of God, and the enlightenment of His Holy 
Spirit, we may make ourselves the possess-
ors of its hidden treasure. Then let us 
search the Scriptures daily, as did the noble 
Bereans of Paul's day, to find out if these 
things be so, and be willing to receive "with 
all readiness of mind" the pure Word of 
God. 

— — 

The Object of God's Law 
By J. 0. Corliss 

LL law is the recorded will of its 
creator; and the will of the 
lawmaker, expressed in the law, 
reflects the cast of moral dis-
position which prompted the 

material substance of the law. This is 
most clearly observable in legislative bod- 
ies where venal characters are largely in 
the majority, because results appear so 
strangely in contrast with better moral sen-
timent. But in any event the rule is an in-
fallible one, because it is determined by the 
exact order of natural agencies. 

The results seen in earthly lawmaking are 
but the performance of that which the Sa-
viour of men declared to be a logical se-
quence. He said that every "tree is known 
by its fruit." In making an application of 
this illustrative picture to His audience of 
moral degenerates, He sharply said: "0 
generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, 
speak good things? for out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A 
good man out of the good treasure of the 
heart bringeth forth good things: and an 
evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth 
forth evil things." Matt. 12: 33-35. 

This universal rule of cause and effect 
must apply wherever intelligence reigns, of 
whatever order. By this rule, too, the high-
est grade of moral mentality must produce 
expressions of goodness the most thoro and 
perfect of all. From the very fact that 
such measurement of mind is reckoned as 
exact when applied to man, whose progeni-
tor was made in God's image, it must also 
hold good when traced back to the source 
of all intellectual power, tainted tho that 
mind faculty may appear in its latest anal-
ysis. Stated in other words, to be just 
and righteous, God must willingly submit 
to any rule of character measurement by 
which He would estimate the standing of 
those to be judged by Him. Moreover, if 
words are to count in the moral balance 
(Matt. 12: 37), then God's sign of quality 
must be found in the words He has spoken. 

God Known by His Words 

Since no mortal eye has ever looked upon 
God (John 1: 18), how else are men to know 
God except by His words? If not by these, 
the future of the human race is indeed 
hopeless; for we are told that to  know God 
is eternal life. But God's audible utter-
ances have seldom been heard by bodies of 
men. Of the four recorded occasions of the 
kind, the first one was made memorable by 
the oral delivery of the law of Ten Com-
mandments, to the house of Israel, the lin-
eal descendants of Abraham. Deut. 4:  12, 
13. The second was when Christ had come 
to earth as the "Seed" of Abraham (Gal. 
3:16, 29), in behalf of man's salvation, and 
lingered on the bank of Jordan, after His 
baptism. Matt. 3: 17. Twice more (Mark 
9: 7; John 12: 28) the voice of Goll was 
heard commending His Son in the work He 
was doing for lost humanity. 

All of these expressions in the New Tes- 

tament proclaim one sentiment alone, that 
of God's tender regard for His only-begot-
ten Son. But the single occurrence recorded 
in the Old Testament, when Jehovah's voice 
was actually heard by mortals, was for a 
different purpose. In this case an entire 
nation, just liberated from heathen serf-
dom, was assembled at Sinai's base to be 
taught at first hand the principles of heav-
enly government among men. The Chief 
Magistrate Himself — even Jehovah — had 
assumed that task, because the instruction 
to be imparted was of a nature too exalted 
to be entrusted to another. 

To Learn to Know Him 

The people to be thus educated, tho the 
children of definite promises (Ps. 105: 42), 
had, in a large measure, lost the knowledge 
of their would-be Benefactor. The time, 
however, had fully come when they should 
learn to know  Him — to recognize His 
"gentleness," the greatness of "His lov-
ing-kindness," and the infinite extent of  

been. To be in God's "image," however, 
is to have a mind in accordance with His, 
one able to think along the same lines, and 
thus be in complete harmony with the will 
of' Heaven. This proposition is clearly dis-
played in the life record of Christ. He is 
divinely reported to be in. the "image of 
God." 2 Cor. 4: 4 ; Col. 1: 15. But Christ 
said of Himself, "I and My Father are 
one." John 10: 30. Explaining this state-
ment, He further said, "The Father is in 
Me, and I in Him." Verse 38. 

This last statement must therefore be 
taken as the secret of Christ's likeness to 

, the Father. The indwelling of God, in His 
case, was the permanent sojourn within of 
the mind or will of Jehovah. This is evi-
dent from the following allusion to His 
earthly residence : "Lo, I come: in the vol-
ume of the book it is written of Me, I de-
light to do Thy will, 0 My God: yea, Thy 
law is within My heart." Ps. 40: 7, 8. This 
very prophetic utterance is quoted in Heb. 
10; 7-10, and applied to Christ in His 
earthly mission. 

To Dwell Also in the Heart 

The law of God being the expression of 
His unchanging will, the indwelling of 
which makes one's heart and mind pulsate 
in unison with the seat of life in the Great 
Eternal, it is plain why the semi-heathen 
Israelites were ranged beneath Sinai1/2  
heights to hear spoken by the infinite 
Master Himself His unceasing wish and of-
ficial dispensation. Not only were these 
commandments to be heard, but provision 
was made whereby they were to have a per-
manent dwelling in the heart. To this end 
they were to be diligently taught to the chil-
dren, and talked about under all conditions 
of life. They were, moreover, to be written 
upon the door-posts of the nation's houses, 
and thus engage the attention of every one 
entering their doorways. Deut. 6: 6-9. 

To do this was to show unstinted love for 
the one only God, their Creator and Re-
deemer. That this was the design of the 
law delivered on Sinai, the Saviour has of-
fered abundant proof. When approached • 
with the question as to which was the great-
est or most important command of the law, 
the divine Master replied : "Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the law  and the 
prophets." Matt. 22: 37-40. 

The Measurement of Love 

Hence, if one would have love for God, 
his mind must be in harmony with all —  that 
is,  every part —  of the law of God, since 
all these are attached to and depend upon 
love. Indeed, the keeping of God's com-
mandments is made the test, or measure-
ment, of every man's love for God. Thus 
the "beloved disciple" says, "By this we 
know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God, and keep His command-
ments." Then, lest any should mistake, 
and portray one's love for God as some-
thing distinct and separate from keeping 
His commandments, the apostle adds, "For 
this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments: and His commandments 
are not grievous." 1 John 5: 2, 3. 

Therefore one may safely regard God's 
commandments as the reflect of His holy 
character, since whatever He has personally 

(Continued on page 8) 



God the Vindicator ; Found 

Wanting 
Daniel 5, A.R.V. 

T is well for the reader to bear• in 
mind that God, in the book of Daniel, 
is revealing Himself not only to His 
children but to the nations. First 

He comes before us as God the Educator, in a 
revelation of an all-round education, develop-
ing a full-orbed character. Secondly, to the 
disquieted earth, not knowing what shall 
come, He discloses Himself as God the Re-
vealer. The next revelation is that of God 

' the Deliverer. Notwithstanding all the power 
and wrath of men, God is able to deliver His 
children. Our last lesson was that of God the 
Ruler, "The Most High ruleth in the king-
dom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He 
will." He uses a nation until the time comes 
that the nation can not be used longer for 
His glory, and He sets it aside and raises up 
another. In this we have a revelation of God 
the Judge. 

The Answer of the Text 

I. What is the opening scene of the 5th chapter? 

Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a 
thousand of his lords, and drank wine before 
the thousand. Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, 
commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels 
which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of 
the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king 
and his lords, his wives and his concubines, might 
drink therefrom. Then they .brought the golden 

vessels that were taken out of the temple of the 
house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the 
king and his lords, his wives and his concubines, 
drank from them. They drank wine, and praised 

the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, 
of wood, and of stone. Verses 1-4. Note 1. 

2. What terrifying vision occurred during the 
feast? 

In the same hour came forth the fingers of a 
man's hand, and wrote over against the candle-
stick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's 
palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that 

• 'wrote. Then the king's countenance was changed 
in him, and his -thoughts troubled him; and the 
joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote 
one against another. The king cried aloud to bring 
in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-
sayers. The king spake and said to the wise men 
of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and 
show me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed 
with purple, and have a chain of gold about his 
neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
Verses 5-7. Note 2. 

3. What futile effort was made.to learn the mean-
ing? 

Then came in all the king's wise men; but they 
could not read the writing, nor make known to 
the king the interpretation. Then was King Bel-
shazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was 
changed in him, and his lords were perplexed. 
Verses 8, 9. Note 3. 

4. Who gave proper information to the king? 

Now the queen by reason of the words of the 
king and his lords came into the banquet house: 
the queen spake and said, 0 king, live forever; let 
not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy counte-
nance be changed. There is a man in thy king-
dom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and 
in the days of thy father light and understanding 
and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, were 
found in him; and the king Nebuchadnezzar thy 
father, the king, I say, thy father, made him master 
of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and sooth-
sayers; forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowl-
edge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, 
and showing of dark sentences, and dissolving of 
doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the 
king named Belteshazzar. isTow let Daniel be called,  

and he will show the interpretation. Verses 10-12. 
Note 4. 

5. What did the king promise Daniel if he would 
interpret the dream? 

Then was Daniel brought in before the king. The 
king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that 
Daniel, who art of the children of the captivity of 
Judah, whom the king my father brought out of 
Judah? I have heard of thee, that the spirit of 
the gods is in thee, and that light and understand-
ing and excellent wisdom are found in thee. And 

' now the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought 
in before me, that they should read this writing, 
and make known unto me the interpretation thereof; 
but they could not show the interpretation of the 
thing. But I have heard of thee, that thou cant 
give interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if 
thou canst read the writing, and make known to me 
the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed 
with purple, and have a chain of gold about thy 

• 0 

Belshazzar 
Belshazzar is king, Belshazzar is lord! 
And a thousand dark nobles now bend at 

his board. 
Fruits glisten, flowers blossom, meats 

steam, and a flood 
Of the wine that man loveth runs redder 

than blood. 
Wild dancers are there, and a riot of mirth, 
With the beauty that maddens the passions 

of earth. 
And the crowds all shout till the vast roofs 

ring, 
"All praise to Belshazzar, Belshazzar the 

king!" 

"Bring forth," cries the monarch, "those 
vessels of gold 

That my father tore down from the temple 
of old." 

They are brought, and before him the ves-
sels all shine, 

And he bows unto Baal, and he drinks the 
dark wine, 

While the trumpets loud bray and the cym-
bals ring, 

"Praise, praise to Belshazzar, Belshazzar 
the king!" 

Now what cometh, look, look, without her-
ald or' call? 

What writes with the lightning's bright 
hand on the wall? 

What pierceA the king like the point of  a 
dart? 

What drives the bold blood from the cheek 
to the heart? 

"Chaldeans, magicians! the letters ex-
pound." 

They are read, and Belshazzar is dead on 
the ground; 

For a Persian is come on a conqueror's 
wing, 

And a Mede 's on the throne of Belshazzar 
the king. 

— Anon. 
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neck, and shalt be the third rjler in the- kingdom. 
Verses 13-16. Note 5. 

6. Of what did Daniel remind the king? 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, 
Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards 
to another; nevertheless I will read the writing 
unto the king, and make known to hifn the inter-
pretation. 0 thou king, the Most High God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father the kingdom, and 
greatness, and glory, and majesty: and because of 
the greatness that He gave him, all the peoples, na-
tions, and languages trembled and feared before 
him: whom he would he slew, and whom he would 
he kept alive; and whom he would he raised up, and 
whom he would he put down. But when his heart 
was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened so that 
he dealt proudly, he was deposed from his kingly 
throne, and they took his glory from him: and he 
was driven from the sons of men, and his heart was 
made like the beasts', and his dwelling was with 
the wild asses; he was fed with grass like oxen,  

and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; 
until he knew that the Most High God ruleth 
in the kingdom of men, and that He setteth up 
over it whomsoever He will. Verses 17-21. Note 6. 

7. What reproof did he give the king? 

And thou his son, 0 Belshazzar, halt not hum-
bled thy heart, tho thou knewest all this, but hast 
lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and 
they have brought the vessels of His house before 
thee, and thou and thy lords, thy wives and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine from them; and thou 
bast praised the gods of silver and gold, of brass, 
iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor 
know; and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and 
whose are all thy ways, haat thou not glorified. 
Then was the part of the hand sent from before 
Him, and this writing was inscribed. Verses 22-24. 
Note 7. 

8. What was the interpretation of the vision? 

And this is the writing that was inscribed: 
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, IIPHA.RSIN. This is 
the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and brought it to an end. 
TEKEL; thou art weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting. PERES; thy kingdom is di-
vided, and given to the Medes and Persians. Verses 
25-28. Note 8. 

9. How soon was the message fulfilled? 

Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed 
Daniel with purple, and put a chain of gold about 
his neck, and made proclamation concerning him, 
that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was 
slain. And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, 
being about threescore and two years old. Verses 
29-31. Note 9. 

Note and Comment 

1. BELSHAZZAR THE KING. Who was 
Belshazzar? For many years this was one of 
the puzzles of theologians and Biblical critics. 
Those who saw no inspiration in the Scrip-
tures, simply counted Daniel as mistaken. 
Ptolemy's canon gives the kings of Babylon, 
from Nebuchadnezzar to Cyrus, as follows: 
Nabokolassar, Illoarudamus, Nerikasolassar, 
Nabonadius, Cyrus. Berosus, the historian, 
gives the following: Nabuchodonosar, Evil-
Marudach, Neriglissor, Laborosoarchod, Ne-
bonned, and Cyrus. Of these the Scripture 
mentions the following : Nebuchadnezzar, 
Evil-Merodach, Belshazzar, Darius the Mede, 
Cyrus. Many scholars attempted to identify 
Belshazzar with Evil-Merodach. But that po-
sition was untenable. Others identified him 
with Nabonidus, but it has been shown that 
Nabonidus himself was not a blood relation 
of Nebuchadnezzar, while the prophecy in 
Jeremiah seemed to indicate that Nebuchad-
nezzar's descendant would be the last upon 
the throne. A wonderful suggestion regard-
ing the truth of the matter was made by X. 
Quatremere in 1838, in which he went on to 
show that Nabonidus was not a scion of the 
family of Nebuchadnezzar; that Belshazzar 
was, because the prophecy so calls him; that 
the very fact that Nebuchadnezzar promised 
to make Daniel the THIRD ruler in the king-
dom would indicate that there were two rulers 
at that time, one of whom was Nabonidus, 
and the other Belshazzar; that Nabonidus was 
a usurper, but he had associated with him a 
young descendant of the royal family called 
Belshazzar. This shows, as has been re-
marked, that when a scholar is after the truth 
and the truth only, God will reveal to him 
facts which others who are merely critical do 
not see. The truth came out when Rawlinson 
discovered in a temple of the moon-god a 
prayer of Nabonidus, king of Babylon, ad-
dressed to the moon-god, beseeching favors for 
himself and Belshazzar, his son. Nebuchad-
nezzar was succeeded by Eyil-Ifferodach, he by. 
NeriglMsar, he by Laborosoarchod, who 
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reigned but nine months (reigning less than 
a year, he is not mentioned in Ptolemy's 
canon), and he by Nabonidus, an officer of 
the king, but not a member of the royal 
family, but who married, in all probability, 
a daughter of Nebuchadnezzar; so that to 
retain the favor of the people, who were 
inclined to the ancient royal family, he 
associated his son, a descendant of Nebuchad-
nezzar, with him in his kingdom. This makes 
everything clear, harmonizes the Bible with 
the history, and demonstrates that Daniel, 
who was an eye-witness of these things and 
a prophet of God, spoke the truth. The his-
torians, who had to depend upon the stories 
of others, gave part of it, but neglected that 
which Daniel himself saw and experienced. 
But with the light which the monuments 
throw upon this history, all is clear. Bel-
f;nazzar's association with his father was dur-
ing the last three years of that father's reign. 
He therefore began his reign in 540 B.C., clo-
sing it in 538. Nebuchadnezzar, his grand-
father, had shown reverence for the sacred 
vessels which had been brought from Jeru-
salem. Belshazzar his grandson (the Scrip-
ture uses the term "son" with large latitude, 
meaning simply a descendant) had lost all 
:-everence, and in his drunken debauchery 
called for the sacred vessels taken from the 
temple in Jerusalem. In this revelry they 
praised the gods of gold, and of silver, and of 
brass, and of iron, and of wood, and of stone; 
they exalted these gods above the God that 
created the heavens and the earth. "The Bi-
ble Commentary" gives extracts from one of 
the songs of victory which they sang, in 
which they exalt the sun-god above all the 
others. This, in view of the lessons which 
God had already taught Babylon, was the 
highest affront to the Majesty of Heaven. 

2. THE SAME HOUR. God is not through 
with Babylon. In the words of the weeping 
prophet, "We would have healed Babylon." 
God is teaching coming generations that the 
rejection of the lesson which He had taught 
Nebuchadnezzar resulted in God's rejection of 
Babylon, and the utter subversion of that 
kingdom. And therefore there appeared in 
that ittnquet scene a living hand, which 
wrote over against the great chandelier which 
was lighting up that judgment-hall, so that 
all could see it, certain words upon the wall. 
The king could not read them, but the hand 
of the invisible being that wrote terrified 
him so that he cried aloud to his servants to 
bring in the enchanters, and the soothsayers, 
and the wise men, and the Chaldeans, promis-
ing that, whoever should read the writing 
would be clothed with purple, have a chain of 
gold about his neck, and' should be THIRD 
ruler in the kingdom. He could do no more 
than this; he himself was second ruler (Na-
bonidus was the first), and he offered to make 
the one who would read the writing third. 
Daniel in his old age seems to have been set 
aside; he was no longer prime minister of 
Babylon. He probably was set aside when 
the usurper came to the throne. 

3. COULD NOT READ. They not only did 
not know the interpretation, but could not 
read the writing. Some of the ingenious 
scholars among the Jews anciently declared 
that the words were so placed that the letters 
were to be read downward instead of from 
right to left, as the Hebrew read. Others 
think that they were written in the cuneiform 
script; but had this been the case, the Chal-
deans would have been able to read them. The 
words written were in Aramaic, a language, 
perhaps, which those scholars did not under-
stand, but which Daniel did. And the very 
fact that they could not read them troubled 
the king more. His countenance was changed, 
his lords were perplexed. In their very excess 
of intemperance, hilarity and blasphemy 
passed in an instant, and the boasting brag-
garts were trembling in abject fear before the  

writing of simply a visible hand penning 
words which they could not understand. 

4. THE QUEEN, Belshazzar's mother, pos-
sibly a wife of Nebuchadnezzar, said by Be-
rosus to be Nitocris, more probably a daughter 
of Nebuchadnezzar, reminds him of a man 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had learned to respect, 
who had revealed to Nebuchadnezzar the will 
of God; one in whom dwelt the spirit of di-
vinity, one whom Nebuchadnezzar had made 
matter over the magicians and enchanters and 
Chaldeans and soothsayers, because of the 
spirit that he possessed, the knowledge that he 
revealed, the understanding in the interpret-
ing of dreams which was manifested, the dis-
solving of doubts and dark sentences, whom 
the king had named Belteshazzar; and she 
pleads with the king that Daniel should be 
brought, because she is sure that he can show 
the interpretation. 

5. THEN WAS DANIEL BROUGHT IN. 
The king asks him, first, who he is, and then 
tells him that he had heard that the spirit 
of the gods is in him, "and that light and 
understanding and excellent wisdom are found 
in thee." He ought to have known it himself. 
Had he been properly instructed, and wisely 
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directed, he would have known of Daniel in 
the knowledge of the history of Babylonia. 
He pleads with Daniel, and repeats his prom-
ise of exaltation to the one who will read and 
interpret. 

6. THEN DANIEL ANSWERED. First he 
tells the king that he is not after his gifts 
nor his rewards. He may give them to whom-
soever he will. He did not so answer Nebu-
chadnezzar. That king exalted him. Daniel 
was then placed in a position where he could 
represent God and His truth to an empire. 
Now it would be no advantage to the aged 
servant of God, skilled in statecraft tho he 
was, to become the third ruler in the king-
dom that had reached its end. Secondly, he 
reminds Belshazzar of what God had done for 
his father. The Most High gave Nebuchad-
nezzar his kingdom, and all the greatness of 
Nebuchadnezzar came from the hand of God, 
who cast down and set aside whom He would, 
and raised up and exalted whom He would. 
Daniel reminds the weak king of an incident 
that certainly was known to Belshazzar, that 
when he was exalted in himself, his heart was 
made like the beasts', and his dwelling was 
with the wild asses. God drove him out from 
among men, until Nebuchadnezzar came to  

that place that he knew that the Most High 
ruled in the kingdom of men. 

7. HAST NOT HUMBLED. But Belshazzar, 
knowing all this, had not humbled his heart 
before God, had not merely gone on in in-
difference, but had lifted up himself against 
the Lord of heaven, and committed the awful 
sacrilege of using the sacred vessels of God's 
holy temple in the drunken feast with his con-
cubines, and his lqrds and their wives, and 
praised the insensate gods of gold and of 
silver. And therefore, in the face of all this 
light, God's judgment. 

8. AND THIS IS THE WRITING. Divinity 
gave the vision of the hand, God's angels 
wrote the letters upon the wall. It required 
Divinity to interpret it. There were just four 
words: "MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHAR-
SIN," or, as given in the interpretation, an-
other form of it is "PERES." Translated, it 
would be: Numbered, numbered, weighed, di-
vided. But "numbered," used in the sense of 
judgment, and repeated, indicated that the 
days were completed, the numbering was fin-
ished. Even so it was with the days of Baby-
lon's existence. "Weighed" would indicate, 
also, found wanting, weighed in the sense of 
judgment. The very circumstances revealed 
the fact that the weighing of Belshazzar had 
found him wanting. "PERES," a play on the 
word "Persian," but which means breakings, 
or divisions. Daniel interprets the four words, 
"Numbered, numbered, weighed, divided," to 
mean: "God hath numbered thy kingdom, and 
brought it to an end. Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting. Thy king-
dom is divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians." 

The lesson, too, can come home to the in-
dividual heart. Men's lives may be aimless; 
God's plan is not. Not one soul arrives at 
the age of accountability but what God has 
for that soul some purpose, some work. He 
will lead that soul through varied circum-
stances, until he accepts or rejects His mes-
sage, and repudiates His lesson. He will hold 
that place for that soul just as long as ther3 
is hope; but when the time comes that every 
opportunity and overture of mercy and good-
ness is rejected, just as truly as there came to 
Belshazzar in the Babylonian kingdom, so 
there will come to that soul, altho he may not 
hear or see it, "Ilene, mene, tekel, upharsin:" 
Numbered, weighed, breaking. And the day 
passes forever. So Babylon was no more, only 
as her customs, her errors, her heresies, her 
spirit persisted and persists in the empires 
which followed, and which exist to-day. 

9. THEN COMMANDED BELSHAZZAR. 
He had grown somewhat at ease as he had 
listened to the human voice; he must keep his 
promise to the prophet, and Daniel was clothed 
with purple, a chain of gold was placed upon 
his neck, and he was proclaimed the third 
ruler in the kingdom. But how brief his 
reign! And so he knew that it would be in 
the Babylonian kingdom, but forever in the 
kingdom of God. Not so with Belshazzar. In 
that very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king 
was slain, and Darius the Mede received the 
kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 

There has been very much question as to 
who Darius the Mede was. Some have con-
tended that he was Cyaxares II. The word 
"Darius" is an appellative, and not a name; 
so also is "Cyaxares." "Darius" means "co-
ercer," one who is able to compel obedience. 
Others contend that history knows no Cyaxares 
II after Astyages, who was immediately pre-
ceded by Cyaxares I. Others have held that 
he was a Median noble, one occupying a high 
position in the Median government; that 
Cyrus was acting for Media and Persia in his 
warfare against Babylon, but as Media was 
the older empire and at that time equal with 
Persia, Media was placed first. However this 
may be, however uncertain scholars may be 
over the real Darius the Mede, certainly the 
confirmation of Daniel regarding Belshazzar 
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should make us willing to believe that he had 
spoken correctly; concerning a ruler.- the 
last Median ruler who was placed over Baby-
lon. He may have been under Cyrus; he may 
have been in connection with Cyrus. He 
seems to have been one to whom Cyrus de-
ferred. He was given the first opportunity to 
reign over the great fallen empire. He was 
also an aged man; soon he would give way 
to some younger man. One tradition is that 
he was the father-in-law of Cyrus, and that 
Cyrus by marrying his daughter united the 
two empires. It has been thought worthy of 
remark, that at the very time when Nebuchad-
nezzar was sweeping in all of the Oriental 
countries, the man was born who was to sit 
upon the ruins of his kingdom. But even so 
it was. Thus brief is human glory. Nebu-
chadnezzar, in his ardent patriotism, said 
that Babylon should stand forever. In the 
short space covered by himself and his four 
successors Babylon is swept away, God's first 
vision to the great king is demonstrated; the 
head of gold is succeeded by the silver of 
Media and Persia. 

The Object of God's Law 
(Continued from page 5) 

expressed must have come from the inner-
most recesses of His being. This would con-
stitute His law the transcript of His mind, 
the bent of which being merciful, gracious, 
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth (Ex. 34: 6), the attributes of di-
vine character must of necessity be thrown 
back, as from a mirror, through the spoken 
law, the image of Him from whose heart the 
words came forth. 

The Commandments Are Truth 

This, too, is the conclusion of one who was 
a man after God's own heart. 1 Sam. 13: 
14. His testimony is this, and it is well 
worth remembering.; "Thou art near, 0 
Lord ; and all Thy commandments are 
truth." Ps. 119: 151. An analysis of this 
brief statement will reveal much of interest. 
The psalmist says that all of God's com-
mandments are truth. The word here ren-
dered "truth" is from emeth, which means 
right, sure, true. Expressed otherwise the 
word signifies stability or fixedness. This 
is the quality of truth. Examine it crit-
ically as one may, and it remains steadfast, 
something to be depended upon. 

The law, therefore, is found to be as eter-
nal as its Author, and as unchangeable. 
Why should it be otherwise ? To alter it 
in the least would depreciate its complete-
ness, and thus destroy its holy character. 
Besides, it would then in no wise represent 
the character of its First Cause. As given 
on Sinai, it represents God ; and if received 
into the heart, it will convert a soul into 
the image of Him of whose likeness it is a 
word picture. The righteousness of God is 
an everlasting totality. Referring to this 
the psalmist says, "My tongue shall speak 
of Thy Word : for all Thy commandments 
are righteousness." Ps. 119: 142, 172. 

Thus what is said of God's character is 
said also of His law, revealing that it is of 
the same nature as Jehovah Himself. The 
law of God is slighted by many, and ma-
ligned by some, simply because the nature 
and object of the law of God are not com-
prehended. Could all such pray as ear-
nestly and sincerely as did the shepherd 
king of old, "Open Thou mine eyes, that I 
may behold wondrous things out of Thy 
law" (Ps. 119 : 18), their attitude doubt-
less would change materially, and their 
testimony then would be heard : "Give me 
understanding, and I shall keep Thy law; 
yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart." 

King's Insurance Company 
HAs the largest cash capital: "The un-

Searchable riches of Christ." Eph. 3: 8. 
Assets : 
Real estate: "An inheritance incorrupt-

ible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away." 1 Peter 1: 4. 

Cash in the bank: "Gold tried in the 
fire." Rev. 3 : 18. 

Surplus over all liabilities : "Able to 'do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think." Eph. 3 : 20. 

Condition for insurance: "Repentance to- 

At Vespers 
By Llewellyn A. Morrison 

"Hallowed be Thy name" 

Hush thee, my soul! While the silence 
falleth 

Around thy spirit, in peace profound, 
Thou art at the place where Jehovah 

calleth, 
And where thou prayest is holy ground. 

With rev'rent grace bow thee low before 
Him; 

Thy muse of His matchless greatness 
sings; 

The ransomed throngs of the heavens adore 
Him - 

The Lord, Almighty, the King of Kings. 

Thou art His; He loveth thee; alone He 
waiteth, 

To have thee tell Him what thou wouldst 
be; 

To learn of the gifts which thy temper 
rateth 

Above all others for Him and thee. 
Let words be few when thou drawest near 

Him; 
He knoweth thy thought when thou 

thinkest true; 
Come in and listen; rejoice to hear Him. 

There is no bound to what He can do. 

His name is nigh when the morning wa-
keth; 

He walketh beside us the whole day long; 
Our cross He beareth and burden taketh; 

He is our solace, delight, and song. 
There is no power, in the world we live in, 

Apart from Him and His blessed will; 
There is no grace, the gifts we give in, 

Unless His blessing abideth still. 

We wait for Him. He forsaketh us never; 
He sent His Son to redeem from sin; 

He is Lord of death and of life, forever; 
We hear Him calling, and enter In; 

We find the fulness where He abideth,- 
The perfect sweetness and peace at last. 

Our hearts in His wounded hands He hideth 
Until the travail is overpast. 

Origin of the Sabbath 
1. With whom did the Sabbath have its origin? 

With God. 
For in six days .the LORD made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
RESTED THE SEVENTH DAY: wherefore 
the Lord BLESSED the SABBATH DAY, and 
HALLOWED IT. Ex. 20: 11. 

S. When did the Sabbath have its origin? 

AT CREATION. 
Thus the heavens and the earth were fin-

ished, and all the host of them. And on the 
seventh day God . . . rested . . . from all 
His work which He had made. Gen. 2: 1, 2. 

3. Whose day, then, is the Sabbath? 

But the. seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God. Ex. 20: 10. 

4. Did God bless weekly succession of Sabbaths 
after its origin? 

And God BLESSED the seventh day, and 
SANCTIFIED it: because that in it He HAD 

ward God,, And faith toward,our Lord Jesus.  
Christ." Acts 20 : 21. 
• President : "The God- and Father of our.  
Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Peter 1: 3. 

Vice-President : Jesus, the "King of 
Kings." Rev. 19 :  i6. 

There are five important reasons for in-
suring in this company : 

1. It is the oldest insurance company that 
the world knows. 

2. It is the only company insuring against 
loss by fire in the great judgment-day. 

3. It is the only company insuring against 
shipwreck in the river of death. 

4. Its policies are never-ending, giving 
the holder eternal life. 

5. It insures a man for far more than 
he is worth. 

A few important notes for policy seekers: 
1. All applicants come directly to the 

President, in the name of His only Son. 
2. When to come :  "Now is the accepted 

time." 2 Cor. 6: 2. After death the judg-
ment. Heb. 9 : 27. Then it will be eter-
nally too late. Insure without delay.-
Selected. 

- - 

The Skeptic's Folly 
I CONTEND that the skeptic is of all men 

on earth the most inconsistent and irra-
tional. He uses a plea against religion 
which he never uses against anything he 
wants to do or any idea he wants to em-
brace; namely, the want of demonstrative 
evidence. Every day and all day long he 
is acting on evidence not demonstrative; 
he eats the dish he likes, without certainty 
that it is not poisoned ; he rides the horse he 
likes, without certainty that the animal will 
not brkdi his neck; he sends out of the house 
a servant he suspects, without demonstra-
tion of guilt ; he marries the woman he likes, 
with no absolute knowledge that she loves 
him ; he embraces the political opinion he 
likes, perhaps without any study at all, cer-
tainly without demonstrative evidence of its 
truth. But when he comes to religion, he is 
seized with a great intellectual scrupulosity, 
and demands as a precondition of homage to 
God what everywhere else he dispenses with, 
and then ends with thinking himself more 
rational than other people.- W. E. Glad-
stone. 

rested from all His work which God created 
and made. Gen. 2: 3. 

And they returned, and prepared spices and 
ointments; and RESTED THE SABBATH 
DAY ACCORDING to the COMMANDMENT. 
Now upon the first day of the WEEK, very 
early in the morning, they came unto the 
sepulcher. Luke 23: 56; 24: 1. 

5. How long will the Sabbath, which had its 
origin with God, continue? 

I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall 
be forever: nothing can be put to it, nor 
anything taken from it: and God doeth it, 
that men should fear before Him. Eccl. 3: 14. 

The Scripture can not be broken. John 
10: 35. 

NOTE.- As long as gravitation is the cause of the 
falling stone, the hailstone will continue to fall. 
Likewise, as long as God is the cause, inventor, 
originator, of His rest - the Sabbath - so  long will 
it continue to exist among men. 

H. W. COTTRELL. 
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Twentieth Century Ecclesiastical 
World Empire 

By A. 0. Tait 

N recent articles we have called 
attention to some of the great 
empires of the world, and re- 
ferred to the attempts that have 
been made to establish still other 

world-wide empires. We have shown that 
this notion for world dominion spread from 
the idea of merely having a world empire 
of the State to having a world empire of the 
church as well ; and then the two ideas were 
combined between the "Holy Roman Em- 
pire" and the "Holy Roman Church," in 
order that a universal church might be sup-
ported by a universal State. And it was 
the founders of this "Holy Empire" who 
fixed the idea in the minds of men that the 
Church and the State should be united. 

When the Church and the State became 
united, the practise was for the church to 
decree, and the State would then carry out 
the decrees of the church, if necessary, by 
the edge of the sword. The Protestant Ref-
ormation was a revolt against the church-
and-state despotism of the Papacy; but 
many of the Reformers retained their 
church-and-state notions, and brought them 
over into the new faith, only to carry out 
the old regime under a new garb. It now 
remains for us to inquire whether these 
church-and-state theories still exist, and 
whether or not there is a prospect that we 
will see another world empire of the church. 

It is well known among those who have 
given some study to the subject, that history 
is continually repeating itself. Men are 
never satisfied with the experiments of the 
past. They think that tho'se experiments 
have failed because they were not worked 
out right, and therefore they want to try 
again, and as the result successive genera-
tions are going over the same ground that 
the fathers went over, only to make the 
same mistakes and failures. It would seem 
that the history of the Middle Ages was 
sufficient to make men repel the idea of a 
union of Church and State for all time, and 
under that particular name the most of 
them do repel it in theory, while in fact 
they are calling for it under a new name. 

A pope who has not been so long dead 
but many who are still living will remember 
him quite well, gave expression to the doc-
trine that has been held by the Papacy for 
more than a thousand years, and it is still 
a leading part of their creed. He said in 
one of his encyclicals : 

We are bound anew to enforce and to profess, 
what we have oftentimes declared, with your unani-
mous consent, that the civil sovereignty of the Holy 
See has been given to the Roman pontiff by a sin-
gular counsel of divine Providence; and that it is 
of necessity, in order that the Roman pontiff may 
exercise the supreme power and authority, divinely 
given to him by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, of 
feeding and ruling the entire flock of the Lord with 
fullest liberty, and may consult for the greater good 
of the church, and its interests and needs, that he 
shall never be subject to any prince or civil power. 
—Encyclical of Pius IX (see Appleton' "Annual 
Cyclopcedia," 1871). 

The Papacy makes the boast that she is 
the universal church, and therefore infal-
lible. She holds the only keys to the proper  

interpretation of right and wrong. And 
claiming thus to be infallible, she makes 
the further boast that she never changes. 
The foregoing paragraph from Pius IX 
shows that she still holds to the dogma that 
she is supreme over both the Church and 
the State. She claims that she is not ame-
nable to any earthly prince. 

Notwithstanding the holding of these 
principles of the Middle Ages, the Papacy 
is making the most rapid advancement in 
point of gaining influence in the world. 
Italy, that made such a war against the 
civil power of the Papacy, has sufficiently 
yielded to her influence to permit of the 
pope's blessing the army of Italy when she 
started on her present war to take Tripoli 
from the Turk. Germany has her Center or 
Catholic Party, and the emperor is so beset 
by the Socialist element that he finds it 
necessary to court the influence of Rome 
more and more. England is holding out, 
perhaps, as well as any of the nations, 
against the influence of the Papacy ; but she 
is gradually yielding, and the pope is get-
ting greater and still greater power and in-
fluence in that country. And when we come 
to the United States, the growth of the 
Papacy is attested by the necessity of the 
recent appointment of three more Ameri-
can cardinals. 

As has been shown in previous articles, it 
was the Papacy that taught the world in the 
Middle Ages the idea of having a universal 
empire to support the universal church. The 
Papacy claims that she never changes ; and 
being a leader in this time, she will lead the 
world back into that condition that was one 
of her fondest and most cherished ideals 
for so many centuries. 

In consonance with this ideal of the 
Papacy, is the sentiment that is growing so 
rapidly, in favor of world federation. There 
are those who are working for a world feder-
ation of the State, and those also who are 
working for a like federation of the church. 
As I write, there is lying .on my desk a 
little document entitled "A Constitution 
for World-Wide Federation, Based upon the 
Constitution of the United States of Amer-
ica, Amplified and Adjusted for the 'United 
Nations of the World.' " There are also 
several volumes lying before me .giving ac-
counts of the various movements and or-
ganizations that are working for the feder-
ation of all the churches of the world into 
one great body for the conversion of the 
world. And these Christian organizations 
hope to bring their influence so to bear on 
politicians that they will be able to work 
out great reforms thereby. 

The men of this time, in seeking to do 
these things, are using many of the argu-
ments that were used by those of the Middle 
Ages who went over the same ground. The 
men in that time did not plan to make the 
Dark Ages as a result of what they did. 
But since they held wrong principles, they 
threw the world into the Dark Ages as .the 
result of the doctrines they followed. The 
men of that time wished to unite the whole 
world in one great State over which the 
benign influence of one great church would 
hover. A prominent man of this time, in 
making one of the leading addresses in a late 
meeting of • the "Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ," said: "I pray that  

some day, in God's great future, purged of 
all superstition and error, the great Roman 
Church may, indeed, clasp hands with our 
Protestantism in active work. Then there 
shall be in that, one great irresistible host 
standing against all things opposing our 
Christ and His cross." 

The unity that Christ prayed for is not a 
federation; for He says in His Word, "Say 
ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom 
this people shall say, A confederacy; neither 
fear ye their fear, nor be afraid." Isa. 
8 : 12. And again the same prophet says, 
"And many people shall go and say, Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and He will teach us of His ways, and we 
will walk in His paths': for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem." Isa. 2: 3. Micah, in the 
fourth chapter of his prophecy, uses almost 
the identical words of Isaiah quoted above, 
only he says that "many nations" shall be 
saying these things "in the last days," in-
stead of saying that "many people" shall be 
saying them. 

In studying these statements from Isaiah 
and Micah, note that the Word is telling 
what the people will be saying. The text, 
if studied carefully, will reveal that God is 
not saying any such thing. He is just tell-
ing us in advance what the "many people" 
will be saying. God is opposed to what they 
are talking; for later verses in these chapters 
show that while the people are saying such 
things, they are not sincere. They are 
swept on by a great popular movement, 
without having the real essence of Christian 
life that the Man of Nazareth and of Cal-
vary calls for in His Word. 

Thus do we see that the prophecies call 
for a world-wide confederacy, a world-wide 
Christian empire with headquarters at Je-
rusalem. These "many people" will say 
that the "word of the Lord from Jeru-
salem" shall go forth. 

In the Middle Ages, when the "Holy Em-
pire" of that time was in full swing, a great 
popular craze took hold of the people to 
rescue the "Holy Land," including the 
"holy sepulcher," from the infidel Moham-
medans. They were not successful in that 
time. The Mosque of Omar is in the "holy 
city," and the Moslem hosts are still in pos-
session of the "Holy Land." It will be in-
teresting to watch developments as the con-
ditions of this time unfold into the ful-
filment of what is called for in Isaiah and 
Micah and other scriptures of like import, 

— 
You and I are good Christians — do we 

ever grip some tender heart with red-hot 
pincers of cruel sarcasm ? Have we ever in 
our minds a hateful thing heating itself into 
a bitter word? Is there any one in "our 
church" whom we are inclined to persecute 
unless he change his views on some poly-
syllabic doctrine until they conform to our 
own ? Is there no one among our brethren 
whom we sometimes "talk about"? Ah, 
friends, the heart is more sensitive than the 
body. A broken heart aches longer than a 
crushed hand. A tender, wounded spirit 
quivers with anguish that the body broken 
at the wheel and beaten with rods never 
felt.— Sunday school Times. 



Draining the poison from a lance-head snake, one of the most dan-
gerous poisonous snakes in existence. The poison is used as a remedy 
for insanity, certain nervous diseases, and severe cases of blood poi-
son. The supply for this purpose had been exhausted for several years, 
but nobody wanted to undertake the murderous task of "milking" one of 
these snakes. Finally Mr. Raymond L. Dittmars, curator of the reptile 
house at the New York Zoological Garden at the Bronx Park, agreed, and 
performed the operation in the presence of noted physicians. He held 
the snake at the neck right back of the head with an iron-like grasp, 
and when she opened her mouth and her fangs sprang forward, they let 
her bite into a piece of gause fastened over a bowl. The yellowish-green 
stream of poison has been estimated to amount to at least thirty drops, 
and will muifice for many years. It is said to be enough to kill the whole 
population of New York. 

HAT the friends of religious liberty 
are not yet all dead, was demonstra- 
ted in the United States Senate when 
Senator Heyburn, of Idaho, gave ex-

pression to his views upon the Johnston Dis-
trict Sunday Bill. 

For the third time, Senator Johnston, of 
Alabama, introduced this bill in the Senate on 
April 6, 1911. A hearing for the benefit of 
its opponents was granted before a subcom-
mittee of the Senate Committee on the District 
of Columbia May 17. This, however, did not 
appear to deter its progress, the measure being 
favorably reported to the Senate from the Dis-
trict Committee May 22, and immediately put 
on the Senate calendar, which meant that it 
was to be called up regularly for action or con-
sideration each legislative day 
in the Senate, and that some ac-
tion should be taken upon it or 
some disposition made of it when 
called up, unless some member of 
the Senate objected or asked that 
it "go over." 

May 26, after the bill, upon re-
-quest of different senators, had 
"gone over" several times, the 
measure was called up again, 
whereupon Senator Heyburn 
said, "I ask that the bill may go 
over," and the president of the 
Senate said, "It will go over." 
But Senator Johnston at once 
asked, "What is the purpose of 
the senator? I will ask him." To 
this Senator Heyburn replied: 
"It is a measure that should not 
be discussed under a five-minute 
rule. The questions involved 
here are of more than passing 
importance. Many questions are 
involved; and if the bill is taken 
up at all, it should be under a 
rule which would permit its full 
and free discussion." 

Senator Johnston, still insist-
ing that consideration be given 
to the measure, moved to take up 
the bill, which took it out from 
the five-minute rule, and the mo-
tion was agreed to. Thereupon, 
after a few preliminary remarks and consid-
erations, Senator Heyburn made the following 
speech: 

Senator Heyburn's Speech 

Mr. President: I have always been opposed to 
this class of legislation. In the very early days of 
the settlement of this country we had a great deal 
of it, and on the  statute-books in many of the States 
there are now provisions which are termed "blue 
laws," that are ignored. There are some now in ex-
istence relative to the District of Columbia that 
are not enforced. 

We can not make people good by legislation. You 
can punish them for being bad. The spirit upon 
which this is based, I suppose, is the commandment 
that "six days shalt thou labor." I have never 
known any one to propose legislation for the en-
forcement of that part of the commandment, or 
trouble his mind about it, and yet, I presume, it is 
just as important, and was intended to be just as 
operative, as the following provision against per-
forming any labor on the seventh day. 

Mr. Gallinger: Does the senator think that the 
language "Six days shalt thou labor" is  a com-
mand that men and women shall labor six days? 

Mr. Heyburn: It says "Thou shalt labor." 
Mr. Gallinger: I think the senator has given that 

a far-fetched interpretation. I am sure the theo-
logians will not agree with him. 

Mr. Heyburn: I am not a theologian. It may be 
fortunate for all except myself that I am not. I have 
a due regard for the pbservance of the Sabbath, 
and I believe it should be observed, but I do not 
believe in legislation compelling one to do it. This 
measure is of more than passing importance. I 
had not thought it would pass without considerable 
discussion. I have heard it suggested that it was a 
delicate question upon which to speak. I do not 
feel it to be such. A man who can not discuss his 
religion has none; a man who is afraid to discuss 
it has none. I do not think this is an appropriate 
place to discuss religious questions, except so far as 

they may be relied upon as a basis of legislation, 
but I can not refrain from expressing my regret 
that it is proposed in Congress to deal with the ques-
tions involved in this bill. I think I opposed a 
similar bill on a former occasion, and it was charged 
in certain places that I was an irreligious person 
and that I did not believe in orderly conduct on 
the Sabbath day. There is no foundation for that 
charge. I have always been a person of strong re-
ligious convictions. My ancestors have always been 
largely interested in religious principle and the de-
velopment of it. I have followed in their footsteps, 
and it is because of that, at least in part, that I 
do not approve of this class of legislation. It was 
such legislation as this that wrote the annals of 
bloodshed and oppression and intolerance in the re-
ligious history of the world where a part of the 
people undertook to be sponsors of another part... • 

This legislation grants special privileges to 'peo-
ple who are members of religious societies. More 
than half the world and more than half the people 
in this city are not members of any religious so-
ciety. It grants a special privilege to those who 
are which is withheld from those who are not. The 
law in this land, general and local, was intended to 
insure perfect freedom and independence to the  

citizen in regard to the observance of religious • 
principles. So, as a matter of principle, I am 
opposed to such legislation. . . . 

Who is to say what is a sacred concert? A concert 
that is sacred to one person or one class of persons 
is not sacred to another. . . . 

No man has the'right to set himself up as a moral 
standard of all the community or of any part of 
the community except himself. As to the use of the 
Sabbath day, every man, so far as personal acts:  
that do not include any acts of lawlessness are con- 

, 

cerned, should be the guardian of his own morals. 
It was never intended that law should lay down the 
rules that should constitute a good man, and say 
that all men must live up to those rules. That 
never was the intention of the lawmakers, and we 
discovered it very soon after we became a nation 
and had organiied government, and we abandoned 
that kind of legislation. It was the legislation that 
resulted in whipping people at the tail of the cart, 
placing them in the stocks, branding them upon the 
hands, and so forth. That was this kind of legisla-
tion under which some person or coterie of persons 

undertook to set themselves up as 
censors of the morals of the people. 
I thought that age had passed. I 
never expected to see it revived, and 
I never expected to see an attempt 
made in the Congress of the United 
States to prescribe rules *hat are in-
tended, I presume, to supplement the 
Ten Commandments, and I suppose 
every year, according to the temper of 
a part of the people, we shall have 
new prohibitions and restrictions. . . . 

If you are going into this question, 
go into it to the limit, and compel 
people to live like the old Puritans 
of New England did, when they were 
not allowed to have fire in their 
churches, and when they had to take 
their luncheons with them and eat 
them in cold sheds or where they 
might. If you are going to be er-
ratic in legislation, be erratic accord-
ing to some established rule, the rule 
of our ancestors. If you are going 
to recognize the rule that is recog-
nized, or, at least, I thought it was, 
in all parts of this country, of re-
ligiouS freedom and freedom of per-
sonal action so long as it violates no 
law of the land and no' contractual' 
right of any one — if you are going 
to uphold that kind of religious free-
dom — you can not pass this bill. 

What authority_ have we, where do 
we derive authority, under the Constitution, to enact 
legislation that will interfere with the personal action 
of a citizen that is in violation of uo law applicable 
to the whole country? Where else in the United 
States does such a law as  this exist? Are we going 
to have one code of morals in force by virtue of a 
law of Congress in the District of Columbia and 
allow people to go right outside into the State of 
Maryland and perform the acts that they are not 
allowed 'to perform in the District of Columbia? 

Mr. Gallinger: Why not? 
Mr. Heyburn: The senator asks me why not. Are 

we going to convert the District of Columbia, then, 
into a sanctuary, into a great church, so that the 
citizen must get out of the District of Columbia in 
order that he may enjoy the ordinary and reason-
able freedom of a citizen? 

Mr. Gallinger: The senator must know that in a 
large number of the States, tho not in all the States, 
laws very similar to this are now on the statute-
books. The senator must know that in regulating 
the liquor traffic we have prohibition in one State 
and local option in another State, and I do not sup-
pose that that is an anomaly which would come 
under the senator's condemnation. I see no ab-
surdity or contradiction in legislating for the Dis- 
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Trans-Atlantic Co. photo 
Another great invention which has been devised to meet the demands 

of war. Hitherto trenches have been thrown up by soldiers, sometimes 
with bayonets, more often with shovels, sometimes with bayonets 
which are designed for the double purpose of bayonet and shovel. 
This is an automobile plow recently invented to be used to throw 

up trenches for sharpshooters in case of war. Note the tremendous 
trench which it digs, and the banks which it piles up on either side 
of the trench. 

triet of Columbia on any matter different from 
what Maryland or Virginia or any other State may 
think it wise to do. So I think the senator's con-
tention is not well grounded on that point. 

Mr. Heyburn: Would the senator be in favor of 
enacting a law such as this, if he had the power, 
that should be applicable to the whole nation, 

Mr. Gallinger: I would on this subject. I do not 
know that I would take the exact phraseology of 
this bill; but I would in a general way.— Congres-
sional Record, May f6, 1911, pages 150-1571. 

This was a fine impromptu speech, and a 
noble plea for religious freedom. Senator 
Heyburn should be commended for giving ex-
pression to these fearless and courageous utter-
ances. His remarks show that he has some 
knowledge of history and of the workings of 
religious legislation; and coming from one 
who is himself deeply religious, and a believer 
in Sabbath observance, they were doubly 
weighty. 

The reply given by Senator Gallinger, who 
is chairman of the Senate Committee on the 
District of Columbia, and the successor of Ex-
Senator Blair of national Sunday Rest Bill 
fame, to Senator Heyburn's last question, is 
indeed significant, and may itself be taken as 
a prophecy of what may be expected if Con-
gress once enters the domain of re-
ligious legislation. 

This speech of Senator Rayburn's, 
however, appears 'to have placed 
somewhat of a damper upon this 
bill, and checked it in its progress, 
for they were not able to pass it in 
the last session of Congress. Well 
would it be for the country if there 
were many such champions of right 
principles and religious freedom. 
His remark, twice made, that this 
bill is of more than passing im-
portance, is indeed true, and ought 
to awaken a wide-spread interest in 
a study of the principles involved 
in it, and of the results that must 
surely follow its enactment into 
law. 

-** 

" An Amazing Year " 
AN amazing year" is what the 

Springfield Republican calls the year 
just closed. It says further, "For such 
a topsyturvy year as this, one must 
search long in the annals of the past." 
It then tells of the very mild, balmy 
weather in New England at Christmas 
time; and while it was so mild in New 
England, the storm king was playing havoc in other 
parts, there being six storm-centers in other sections. 

The Republican then goes on to record the storms 
that broke on so many parts of the world during the 
last year, speaking particularly of the extremes of 
heat not only in this country but in Europe — ex- 
tremes that resulted in much suffering and loss of 
life. These heat waves were followed by midsummer 
frosts in parts of Canada, and very early frosts in 
parts of this country, that did much to damage 
crops. Then there were earthquakes in some of the 
islands, and tornadoes in numerous places. 

The concluding paragraph of the article reads: 

In the Philippines, in November, there was a 
frightful cyclone, and with it the greatest rainfall 
— seven feet — ever recorded in human history since 
the Noaehian Deluge. Through the fall the North 
Atlantic was tormented by such a series of violent 
gales as old captains say they can not remember in 
a lifetime at sea. With December things went from 
bad to worse. Costa Rica suffered a cyclone which 
destroyed half the banana crop. In Spokane there 
was an unprecedented snow, stalling trains so that 
some passengers had to walk sixty miles through the 
drifts. In Seattle, on the other side of the moun-
tain, the snow was a disastrous rain, and a warm 
chinook melting the new fallen snow in the moun-
tains caused violent floods. In Colorado this same 
storm cost the life of a Massachusetts woman, lost 
in the mountains while on her honeymoon. On the 
Atlantic there were fresh hurricanes, and even on 
the big liners many men and some officers were 
swept overboard by monstrous waves. In the middle 
of the month severe winter marched down into the  

Southwest, and two feet of snow fell in the "Pan-
handle" of Texas — another record. No less aston-
ishing has been the'reeent invasion of Kausas City, 
Topeka, St. Louis, and Chicago by such fogs as 
have previously been known only in London at its 
worst — fogs in which at midday one might feel in 
the street the touch of a hand and be unable to see 
it or the body to which it was attached. . Truly, an 
annus mirabilis, a year of portents, but New Eng-
land has had little to complain of. 

Let the foregoing statements of the conditions of 
the past year be borne in mind while' you read the 
following: 

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress 
of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves 
roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory. Luke 21:25-47. 

The coming of Christ is to be immediately pre-
ceded by unprecedented disturbances in nature. The 
foregoing text shows it clearly. A scripture from 
Isaiah is of the same import: 

Fear, and the spit, and the snare, are upon thee, 
O inhabitant of the earth. And it shall come to 
pass, that he who iiseth from the noise of the fear 
shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up out 
of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: 
for the windows from on high are open, and the 

foundations of the earth do shake. The earth is 
utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the 
earth is moved exceedingly. The egrth shall rep t to 
and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed'like 
a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be 
heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again. 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord 
shall punish the host of the high ones that are on 
high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. Isa. 
24:17-21. 

The disturbances in nature that the Republican 
tells about will increase more and more as the 
days go by. We have hardly seen the beginnings 
of them yet. There is a scientific reason for them, 
but that reason is to be found in the science of 
divine prophecy. In the realm of nature we find 
that scientific law is infinitely accurate and reliable 
in its operation. God is the Author of every such 
law; and since He is infinite in all His attributes, 
His laws must show infinite perfection. But the 
law that the scientist studies is not any more ac-
curate than are the prophecies that come from the 
same Author. 

The meaning of these great storms may be under-
stood, and the same One who tells their meaning has 
also provided a shelter from them. Do not delay 
to find it. 

— u— 

Poor Persia is feeling the claw and hug of 
the Russian bear, and the British lion stands by and 
seems to acquiesce. 

Earthquakes in Germany and Switzerland. 
— A recent despatch from Berlin says: " The fre-
quent occurrence of earthquakes in South Germany 
and Switzerland for a month or more is causing 
much discussion among German scientists. They 
hold that these almost daily shocks have a common 
origin, which they assumed to be structural dis-
placements far beneath the surface of the earth, 
similar to what must have accompanied the up-
heaval of the Alps." 

When a person in his sober moments considers 
what such scientists are saying, be must admit that 
it is all pure speculation. There is a field in which 
many men are doing valuable work because they 
are working on true scientific lines. But there is 
another class of men who are spending their time in 
speculations that are manifestly absurd. And if all 
classes would recognize the fact that there is the 
most definite scientific accuracy in the prophecies 
and general teaching of the Bible, they would not 
be left to speculate on these things, but would 
know what they are talking about. There are many 
who complain that the teaching of the doctrine of 
the second coming of Christ has a tendency to 
terrify people. But it seems much more consoling 
to us to think of the Lord coming to take us away 
from the evils of this world than to have to be in 
the constant fear that the tremors of the earth in 

Germany and Switzerland may result 
in throwing up another range of moun-
tains like the Alps. We will have fear-
ful things in nature, and they will come 
more and more  as  time goes on; but 
every one who knows the meaning of it 
all; will have no fears, for the reason 
that he knows what it means. 

— 

The whole French Cabinet re-
signed on January 10, and the charge 
is made in. the French press that the 
resignation is caused by Premier Cail-
laux seeking to favor Germany in the 
recent Moroccan dispute. When the 
German emperor visited Morocco in 
1905, he said, in a speech, that French 
domination in that country would not 
be tolerated. And on his return to 
Germany, it is said,, he demanded the 
resignation of Premier Delcasse, who 
strongly opposed the emperor's plans 
for Morocco. Delcasse was dismissed 
soon after, but now it is proposed to 
return him to the premiership, and that 
will mean opposition to Germany. Just 
as it had seemed that the Moroccan 
question was being settled amicably, 
it breaks out afresh, and there is no 

predicting what the outcome of it will be. There 
seems to be an irrepressible volcano of war that is 
deteriined to breC:out in spite of all that good 
men can do to stoe. it. These conditions forcibly 
remind one of the prophecy of the Bible that tells 
of the time when the spirits of demons would be 
working to embroil the whole world in war. 

— 4K — 
On January 9 the large building of the 

Equitable Life Assurance Society, 120 Broadway, 
New York, was destroyed. Heroic work was done 
by the firemen to save life and property; but some 
seven, including several firemen, lost their lives, and 
the property loss is estimated conservatively at 
$16,000,000. Many valuable records of the Southern 
Pacific and other large corporations were destroyed, 
and much difficulty will be experienced in straighten-
ing out the business tangles that will result. The 
property loss was equivalent to the complete de-
struction of the buildings of the average town of 
twenty thousand inhabitants. 

_ .0 — 
Dr. Sun Yat Ben, according to late des-

patches, has decided to take the field at the head 
of the Republican army of China and march on the 
capital. He is offering the Manchus clemency if 
they will not resist the formation of the republic. 
American troops have been ordered to China from 
Manila to help in keeping the railroad open from 
Peking to the sea. 
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" Mine Hour Is Not Yet Come" 
Jesus' "hour is not yet come." 

Let this word thine answer be, 
Pilgrim asking for thy.home, 

Longing to be blessed and free. 
• Yet a season tarry on — 

Nobly borne is nobly done. 

While oppressing cares and fears 
Night and day no respite leave —

Still prolonged through many years, 
None to help thee or relieve; 

Hold the word of promise fast, 
Till deliverance comes at last. 

Every creature, hope, and trust, 
Earthly prop or stay, 

May be prostrate in the dust, 
May have failed and passed away. 

Then when darkest falls the night, 
Jesus comes— and all is light. 

Yea, the Comforter draws nigh 
To the breaking, bursting heart; 

For with tender sympathy 
He has felt and seen its smart. 

Through its darkest hours of ill, 
He is waiting, watching still. 

Dost thou ask when comes His hour? 
Then, when it shall aid thee best. 

Trust His faithfulness and power; 
Triist in Him, and quiet rest. 

Suffer on, .and hope, and wait —
Jesus never comes too late. 

• 

Blessed day wiiich hastens fast, 
End of conflict and of sin; 

Death• itself shall -die at last, 
Heaven's eternal Joys begin. 

Then eternity shall 'prove 
"God is light, and God is love." 

— Anon. 

Our Work in India 
Bengal 

t TR first missionaries came tit 
India fifteen years ago and be- 
gan work in Calcutta, the seat 
of government and largest city 
in the Indian Empire. We now 

have in that city a Bengali church and an 
English church, a well-equipped set of 
treatment rooms, and a health food factory. 
We have three other mission stations in 
Bengal, located at Karmatar, Babulmohal, 
and Gopalganj. 

At Karmatar a dispensary is operated, act-
ive evangelistic work is carried on in the sur-
rounding villages, and four village schools 
are maintained, having an attendance ran-
ging between two and three hundred pupils. 
Within the last few months eight souls 
have been baptized. Land for the erection 
of a mission house and church has recently 
been obtained. A brick wall surrounding 
the land has already been built, fruit-trees 
have been set out, and the foundation for 
the mission house is now being laid. The 
prospect for the future development of the 
work at Karmatar is very encouraging. 

At Babulmohal, which is located on the 
border of the Santal country, is a boarding-
school, with three village schools near-by. 
Santalis make very reliable Christians. 
Some have already accepted the faith as 
the result of our boarding-school, and are 
developing into successful workers. Sev-
eral in the school are much interested in 
what has been taught them of Jesus Christ, 
and we believe some of them will drop 
their worship of demons and accept the 
Gospel. 

Gopalganj is located in East Bengal. 
Recently a mission house has been pur-
chased. Tho there is much fever ,in this  

part of India, and it is difficult for our, 
workers, yet it is thickly populated, and 
we have a number of scattered Sabbath-
keepers and several Bengali workers in 
this district. Our canvassers are selling 
many papers and tracts. During the mon-
soon season, which lasts for several months 
of the year, the many branches of the 
Ganges River overflbw their banks and the 
land is covered with water. Our workers 
have to go entirely by boats from one house 
to another. A house,boat suitable for a 
European family and several Bengali work-
ers is now being purchased. It will be pro 
pelled by oars, and tho slow in motion, will 
be sufficiently commodious for workers to 
make their home on for several weeks or 
even months at a time, while going from 
village to village, so that they will not need 
to return to the mission house each night. 

Burma 

Our work next opened in Burma. A 
thriving little English-speaking church with 
several Burmese members is located at. 
Rangun. Land has been purchased in the 

suburbs for putting up a mission house. 
Most of the money for the purchase of the 
same has been donated by the Rangun 
church. 

At Meiktilla, in Northern Burma, an in-
dustrial school has been started. The need 
of - practical education is felt in Burma, and 
many Buddhists are anxious to have their 
sons attend mission schools where the Word 
of God is taught. Money for purchasing 
land at Meiktilla has been subscribed by in-
terested people in Burma. One building is 
already completed and another will soon 
be started. 

Work has been opened up recently at 
Mandalay, the largest city in Northern 
Burma. The Burmese people about Man-
dalay buy Gospels and tracts readily, as 
many as 1,150 Gospels and tracts being sold 
in one week. 

Word has just come from the Shan States,  

on the frontier of China, that a very favor-
able, healthful, and suitable location for a 
mission station has been found, and tem-
porary buildings will soon be erected. The 
land is good for cultivating, and the people 
seem friendly. Heralds of the Gospel are 
finding the farthermost corners of the In-
dian Empire. 

North India 

In North India, missionaries are located 
at the following places: Lucknow, Mussoo:`' 
rie, Deosa, and Najibabad. 

At Lucknow are located the Watchman 
Press, the union mission office, and the tract 
society depository. One worker is giving 
her time to zenana work in Hindustani 
homes, with encouraging results. 

Mussoorie is the headquarters for our 
work in India during the eight months of 
the year while the heat of the plains is op-
pressive. A rest home for missionaries was 
purchased several years ago with money 
donated by the readers of the SIGNS or THE 
TIMES. A school for children of mission-
aries and other English-speaking believers 

is carried on in connection with it. Treat-
ment rooms and a free dispensary are also 
operated at Mussoorie. A public effort in 
English is carried on each season. 

The large boarding-school at Deosa, 
Garhwal, has now been running nearly two 
years and is making good progress. The 
first convert is now waiting for baptism. A 
mission house, a school building, and two 
small dormitories have been built. The mis-
sion station enjoys a healthful, invigorating 
climate. The people in surrounding vil-
lages are very friendly; and in time, by 
God's help, we look to see a goodly num-
ber of souls liberated from the shackles of 
Hinduism and instructed in the Gospel of 
Christ. 

The dispensary at Najibabad has only 
been going a little over a year, during six 
months of which time the work was seri-
ously interrupted by bubonic plague. One 
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worker was seized with the plague, but in 
answer to prayer the disease was almost in-
stantly checked and the life of the worker 
spared. From thirty to fifty patients are 
treated daily at.  the dispensary. The only 
house for workers is located in the center 
of the native city, and is really not safe and 
suitable for our missionaries to live in. 
Land has been offered about a mile from 
the city. 

South India 

Mission work has been carried on at Naz-
areth, Tinnevelli, for four years. Two acres 
of land was given to us by the Tamil Sab-
bath-keepers. A mission house and church 
and school building have been built. With 
a church of forty members who have ac-
cepted the faith since the work began, a 
Sabbath-school of a hundred members, and 
a day-school of equal size, together with 
a dispensary treating from forty to sixty 
patients daily, the work at this mission sta-
tion is moving forward hopefully. An out-
station a few miles away has been recently 
opened. 

At Trichinopoli, a large city in South 
India, a beginning is being made. Our 
workers have been preceded in this place by 
an Indian brother who has been preparing 
the way by teaching the Gospel to his fellow 
countrymen. 

West India 

Work has fairly started in West India. 
A few souls have accepted the faith. Mis-
sion work has been started this year at 
Panwell, fifteen miles across the bay from 
Bombay. A few native workers are in 
training. Our workers at Panwell are in 
a thickly settled district, and the great city 
of Bombay is only a few miles away, with 
but two lone sisters doing medical work in 
that great gateway of India. 

Lonavla, a more healthful station situ-
ated in the Western Ghats, thirty miles dis-
tant, has a few believers. A dispensary is 
just being opened at that place. 

Summary 
Considering the field as,  a whole, there is 

much for which to thank God. To be sure, 
there are many difficulties,  to be overcome. 
Caste, the large diversity of languages 
spoken by the people, the climate, and goy-
erty of the poor, present obstacles which 
can- be overcome by divine power only.. Yet 
nothing can stay the hand of God in His 
work. Our dispensaries are creating a 
friendly feeling and opening the way to 
teach the Word of God. Last year 42,000 
treatments were given. The number of 
pupils in our boarding and village schools 
totals more than six hundred. Papers, 
tracts, and pamphlets are now being issued 
in eight different languages. Our canvass-
ers are finding that literature can be sold, 
and prospects for increasing its circulation 
are favorable. 

The great need is for men and means to 
answer the pressing calls and fill into the 
openings on every hand. Truly God is 
going before His servants in India, the 
time has come when India is to hear the 
Gospel, and a people be gathered out to 
meet the Lord when He shall come. Let 
us continually pray the Lord of the harvest 
that more workers may be drawn out into 
His harvest-field in heathen lands. 

J. L. SHAW. 
Mussaorie, India. 
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:s 	HE great chain of light for the church to-day is lengthened and 
strengthened by the addition of the beautiful new book "The Acts 

tell 	 • of the Apostles," by Mrs. E. G. White, of which more than three  
thousand copies have gone out during the past four weeks. 	m: 

Of its mission, the publishers' preface to the book speaks as follows : 
▪ "To her wonderfully instruictive volumes in this series, 'Patriarchs and 

Prophets,' `The Desire of Ages,' and `The Great Controversy,' the author 
has added `The Acts of the Apostles,' a record of God's witnesses subsequent 

▪ to the life of our Lord. 
"By this Spirit-aided book a flood of light is 

thrown upon the apostolic church and its mo-
mentous meaning to us of this time. The church 

	

% 	militant demands the church triumphant. Through 
• all her warfare, her trials, her defeats, she has seen 

the vision of victory. Above all the discordant 
noises of earth, she has heard the ringing, cheer-
ing voice of her Captain. - He who suffered for 
her children is choosing them to reign with Him. 
He who came in humiliation to die, the Suffering 
One, is coming again in glory, the Regnant One 
forever." 

Truly, from the first chapter, " God 's Pur-
pose for His Church," to the closing, "The 
Church Triumphant," the light contained in the struggles and victories of 
the past is shed forth to those upon whom rests the work of carrying forward 
the Message of Truth to-day. 

This is why ministers, Bible workers, teachers, church workers, and lay 
members, everywhere - all of whom are equally interested in the triumph of 
the Gospel - will deeply appreciate this new book. Its fifty-eight chapters are : 

1. God's Purpose for His Church 
	

30. Called to Reach a Higher Standard 
2. The Training of the Twelve 

	
31. The Message Heeded 

3. The Great Commission 
	 32. A Liberal Church 

4. Pentecost 
	

33. Laboring under Difficulties 
5. The Gift of the Spirit 

	
34. A Consecrated Ministry 

6. At the Temple Gate 
	

35. Salvation of the Jews 
7. A Warning Against Hypocrisy 

	 36. Apostasy in Galatia 
8. Before the Sanhedrim 

	
37. Paul's Last Journey to Jerusalem 

10. The First Cluistian Martyr 
9. The Seven Deaeons 
	

38. Paul a Prisoner 
39. The Trial at Caesarea 
40. Paul Appeals to Ctesar 11. The.Gospel in Samaria 
41. "Almost Thou Persuadest Me" 12. From Persecutor to Disciple 	
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" Countrified " 
Do they call you "countrified"? 
Let it be your joy and pride, 
You who love the birds and bees, 
And the whispers of the trees! 
Trust me, friend of flowers and grass, 
Little brown-faced lad or lass; 
Naught in all the world beside 
Equals being "countrified." 

Up of mornings when the light 
Reddens on the mountain height; 
Hearing how the bird-throats swell 
With the joy they can not tell; 
Conscious that the morning sings 
Like a harp with unseen strings, 
Over which the breezes glide,—
This is being "countrified." 

Roaming far, on summer days, 
Or when autumn woodlands blaze; 
Learning how to catch and tell 
Nature's precious secrets well; 
Filled with sunshine, heart and face, 
Or, where branches interlace, 
Dappled like the shy trout's side,—
This is being "countrified." 

What tho little fit to pose 
In the city's ways and clothes? 
There is vastly more to love 
In the brown of nature's glove. 
Health and happiness and tan 
Are best fashions for a man. 
All who near to God abide 
Are, in some way, "countrified." 

— James Buckham. 

—**— 

Fish or Serpent; Which? 
By Mrs. L. D. Avery-Stuttle 

HERE is one thing which we 
would better settle at once and 
forever in our mind, and that 
is this: To take the bare word 
of the Lord, without any men-

tal reservation whatever, and to believe that 
He means exactly what He says; that He 
will not promise one thing and then do the 
opposite; in other words, that what the Al-
mighty promises to do or to give or to 
fulfil, is just as sure as is His everlasting 
throne. 	 , 

"Yes," you say, "I get very much com-
fort from the promises; but sometimes I am 
just a little puzzled, because, really, I can't 
see that they are always fulfilled. For in-
stance, that one which says, 'Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall he opened unto you.' 
Now I have asked for one certain blessing 
to come to me,— asked, and knocked, and 
sought. Other things for which I have 
prayed have come to me, but that which I 
have desired more than all, has not come; I 
have been sorely perplexed, and I wonder 
why God does not answer me." 

Well, my sister, the Lord answers our 
prayers many times when we do nct realize 
it. Unless the answer is affirmative, we 
seem not to realize that we have received 
any answer at all. To illustrate: 

Mr. Jones has a fine horse, which Mr. 
Brown wishes to purchase. Mr. Brown ac-
cordingly writes Mr. Jones a letter, asking 
if the horse is for sale, and stating that he 
wishes to buy it.' In due time he receives 
a letter from the owner, who says, "No, 
sir; I do not wish to sell the animal." 

Now 'would it not be strange indeed for 
Mr. Brown to insist that Mr. Jones  had 
never answered him? 

Sometimes the Lord answers us- by a di-
rect refusal to grant our request ; but it 
is none the less -an answer. 

"But why does He refuse me?" — Why 
do you sometimes refuse to grant the desires 
of your child? 

"Well, but if he asks a 'fish,' I am very 
sure that I would not give him a 'serpent.' " 

No, no ; and neither does your heavenly 
Father. 

"But," says Mrs. Hasty, "I don't know 
about that ; to say the least, I can't under-
stand it. Now, I am very much troubled 
with a hasty temper. I grow angry very 
easily. So I asked the Lord to give me pa-
tience. And I asked in faith, too. I verily 
believed that He could do it, and that He 
would. That was about a year ago; and 
I've prayed for patience every single day 
since, and (I admit the truth with shame) 
I have lost my temper many times, tho I 
do believe I'm gaining some ground. But 
I tell you, I've never had a year of such 
perplexity and trial in all my life. 0, I 
wonder why the Lord does not answer my 
prayer!" 

Methinks I see the hot tears rolling down 
Mrs. Hasty's cheeks as she makes this con-
fession, for she 'is very much in earnest. 
Strange that she does not appreciate the 
truth that the Lord has been answering her 
prayer all the time; He is trying to teach 
her patience. 

Now there is one short verse in the good 
Book, which is the key to the whole situa-
tion, only Mrs. Hasty has forgotten the 
verse. She has been praying for the very 
thing which she has received; for "tribula-
tion worketh patience" (Rom. 5 : 3, 4). 

Mrs. Hasty does not desire tribulation. 
But the pathway of trial and tribulation of 
one kind' or another, is the only path which 
perfects the Christlike grace of patience. 
Why, there is no virtue in wearing a sweet 
smile and speaking in gentle tones when 
everything goes smoothly and we may have 
our own way in every matter. But when 
the bread sours, and the baby is cross, and 
John is exasperating, and the cookies burn 
up in the oven, and Mary spills the gravy, 
down the front of her best dress, and that! 
tedious Mrs. Blank comes over in the early 
morning and stays so long you are forced 
to neglect your morning's work until al-
most dinner time,— then, 0, then is the 
time to exercise patience. If you had been 
ever so kind and good when there was' no 
provocation, you could not be called "pa-
tient,"— now could you, Mrs. Hasty ? 

"But do you really mean to say that 
when I pray for patience, I necessarily ask 
for trials and tribulation?" 

I really do mean just that; because pa-
tience is the direct fruit of tribulation of 
some sort; it is a fruit which thrives upon 
no other tree. 

"Still," you say, "if I ask God for some 
blessing which I very much desire and need, 
and if I have fulfilled, on my part, all the 
conditions, as far as I know them, is not 
God bound, on His part, to carry out His 
share of the contract, and never to give 
me a 'serpent' if I ask for 'fish'?" 

Let me repeat : He is not only bound to 
do so, but He always does do so; He never 
fails. 

"Never?"— No, my sister, He never 
fails. But sometimes you and I fail to rec-
ognize the nature of His gift. Sometimes'  
the devil actually blinds our eyes to that  

degree that, in our blindness, 'we declare 
the "fish" to be a, "serpent." We must 
not, MUST NOT allow him thus to blind and 
deceive us. We must not be ignorant of his 
cruel wiles; for he has come down with 
great power, knowing that he has but a 
short time. 

Let us always remember that "every good 
gift and every perfect gift" comes from 
God, and that He never gives His children 
anything else. 	 • 

Sickness? -- Yes, sometimes. Poverty f 
Yes. Tribulation / — Yes. Trials? — Yes, 
if God sends them, they are good for us,—
best for us! 

Then no matter how much the "fish" for 
which we have prayed, may, to our blinded 
eyes, resemble a "serpent," we are to lift 
up our eyes to the heavens, tho they seem 
but brass, and cry in faith: "The word of 
Jehovah stands sure; and it matters not 
what He sends us, it is fish;' and it is not 
and it can not be a 'serpent.' " 

Did you know that we must learn to take 
God's word even in preference to our own 
natural eyesight ? — We must. 

It is quite possible for us to be mistaken. 
But "the word of the Lord endureth for-
ever." And verily the time hasteth when 
it will be said, "Blessed is the man whose 
hope is in the Lord of Hosts." 

The Vanishing Dead-Line 
By William J. Hart, D.D., in New York " Christian 

Advocate" 

Mugu has been written concerning the 
activities of youth, until we have sometimes 
been induced to think that most of the great 
things of the past have been done by men 
comparatively young. It came, therefore, 
as a great surprise to a Chautauqua audience 
in 1911 to be informed that "the period of 
greatest productivity of a man's life lies 
in the decade between -his sixtieth and sev-
entieth year." At first  there was a disposi-
tion to question the assertion thus made by 
Dr. Earl 'Barnes, the well-known educator. 
But he stood on secure ground, for lie had 
based his statements on a book of which 
few persons had knowledge. This work is 
entitled "The Age of Mental Virility," and 
was written by Dr. Dorland. 

The Chautaitquan Daily quotes Dr. 
Barnes on this subject in the following 
words : 

The beginning of the investigation was made in 
an attempt to disprove the much misunderstood so-
called Osier theory, which, by the way, Dr. Osier 
says was only a banquet joke. 

The attempt to show the fallacy of the statement 
made by Dr. Osier was taken up by. Dr. William A. 
N. -Dorland, himself a physician and an author of 
some reputation. He selected the names of four 
hundred of the most noted men of all time from all 
lines' of activities— statesmen, painters, warriors, 
poets, writers of history, fiction, and other prose 
productions. Opposite each name was placed the 
name of the greatest work of his lifetime -- his 
greatest picture, greatest battle, greatest poem or 
book — whatever the greatest thing he had done in 
his lifetime might be. 

This list was then submitted to a considerable 
number of competent critics for suggestions. The 
list was revised and re-revised. Names were added, 
names were' dropped; the list was thoroly gone over 
time and again, until the majority opinion was that 
the- list as •it stood represented the four hundred 
greatest men of the world's hietory. 	. 
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Washington and Religions Liberty, by M. 
C. Wilcox, is an article of historical and 
practical interest. It gives George Wash-
ington's attitude toward those who in his 
day observed the seventh-day Sabbath. His 
letter to Ephrata community of seventh-day 
Christians is given, and it well supports the 
practically universal belief in the greatness 
of Washington. It may be said to be George 
Washington's-  "declaration of religious lib-
erty." 

Lincoln and Liberty, by A. 0. Tait. An-
other great man, and the principles that go 
for genuine greatness. Let us remember, 
with the man, the principles for which he 
stood. 

The Witness of the Stars, by Frank S. Wes-
ton. Not following the beaten path. Start-
lingly new facts and reasonings. Com-
mended to our readers. 

Death Abolished by Life, by J. 0. Corliss. 
The closing article of this series from the 
pen of Mr. Corliss. It is worth your time. 

How to Keep from Falling, by George B. 
Starr. A good practical article on how to 
sustain one's Christian experience. 

The Redemption of the Barth, by William 
Covert. God's plan for our world. Worthy 
of your study. The main principles briefly 
outlined. 

The Second Coming of Christ, Bringing 
Life and Immortality, by George W. Rine. 
The second of this series. Commended to 
the most careful attention of our readers. 

There are others, with the usual good line 
of current topics. 

Well illustrated. 

This number is sure to take well with the 
people, and is an unusually good one to 
work with. 
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When the list , was completed to the satisfaction 
of the critics, Dr. Dorland appended to the list of 
the achievements of the men, the age at which the 
deed was. accomplished. The list was arranged ac-
cording to decades of age, and the result was start-
ling. It was found that the decade of years between 
sixty and seventy contained , thirty-five per cent of 
the world's greatest achievements. Between the ages 
of seventy and eighty, twenty-three per cent of the 
achievements fell; and in the years after the eight-
ieth, six per cent. In other words, sixty-four per 
cent of the great things of the world have been 
accomplished by men who had passed their sixtieth 
year; the-  greatest percentage, thirty-five per cent, 
being in the sixth decade: 

The figures for the other periods of life are in-
teresting. Between the fiftieth and the sixtieth 
years are found twenty-five per cent, between forty 
and fifty, ten per cent. These all totaled together, 
leave the almost negligible quantity of one per cent 
to be attributed to the period below the age of 
forty. Two great classes of work fall below the 
forty-year limit. These are the deeds which require 
an extreme physical power and vim, as the conquests 
of Alexander the Great; and the beautiful expres-
sion of the lyric poetry which is typified by the 
nervous, supersensitive temperament of such men as 
Shelley or Keats. 

But, taken as a whole, the figures prove conclu-
sively that the period of the greatest thing in a 
man's life comes not when he is in his youth, but 
only with the years of mature manhood. 

Large ripe olives, 50 gal. bbl., 50c per gal.; 25 
gal., 60c; 5 gal. can, 70e. Medium or green, 10e 
less. Small, 20c less. 200 pounds or more, $1.50 per 
hundredweight east of Rockies. 

White or black figs, hand picked, processed and 
pressed in 50 pound buckets, 7c per pound. 

Satisfaction guaranteed. 
A. E. Crist, Chico, California. 

For Sale 
A good house, six rooms, bath, toilet, wash-room, 

and storeroom, sewer connection, free water, one 
or two large lots. On car line, three quarters of 
a mile from Lodi Normal. Price reasonable. Terms 
to suit if sold soon. W. H. Hamilton, Lodi, Cal. 

Free Sample of E-Z Washing Tablets 
Mrs. J. Valentine, Salem, Oregon, writes: 

"One lady to whom I sold a quarter's worth of 
your Washing Tablets came a few days later and 
took $1.50 worth. Said she never saw anything like 
it." You will say the same if you try it. Send 
your name and address on a postal and receive a 
free sample. Address Alfred Monett, 721 H St., 
Sacramento, California. 

Wanted 
A Seventh-day Adventist who is a practical nurs-

eryman, one who understands budding and graft-
ing. Would prefer one to take an interest in the 
business. Fine opening. Good climate. Plenty 
of good water for irrigation. 4,000 feet elevation. 
New farming and fruit country. References given 
and required. Address 0. 0. Osborne, Deming, New 
Mexibo. 

The Law of God as Changed by the Papacy 
Printed on good, white paper, size 5% x 11, giv-

ing the law as changed by the Catholic Church, 
surrounded by extracts from Catholic works show-
ing that the pope is considered above all laws, 
and the admissions of the change of the fourth 
commandment. Price, three cents; 50 cents per 
100. Address Pacific Press Publishing Assn., 
Mountain View, Cal. 

My Garden Neighbors. —By L. A. Reed. A 
new nature-study book just fresh from the press. 
All will be interested in the true story of the 
sparrows who learned to imitate the bluebirds, of 
the cat that went wild, of the cowbird that im-
posed on a sparrow, and all the others in this 
instructive and entertaining book. It contains 256 
pages with over fifty illustrations, several of them 
colored. Bound in cloth, $1.00. Address this office. 
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One of the great mission fields which we 
,propose to study this year with our readers is India. 
Read the article on page 12. 

We hope our readers are gathering to their 
own hearts some of the mighty evidences of proph-
ecy to the eternal verities of the Bible in the three 
series of artieles now running in this journal; 
namely, "The Testimony of Jesus," the Studies 

'on Daniel, and the articles on Present Great World 
Movements in the Light of Prophecy. Our Outlook 
articles are along the same great line. We regret 
that we had to divide the article in the first-named 
series, but it was unavoidable. 

"The Acts of the Apostles," not the Bible 
book of that name, but the recent work by Mrs. 
White, which covers more ground than is embraced 

- in the Acts, is a book which we commend to all our 
'readers. Many of our readers have just given a 
year's study to Acts, and may feel that they know 
the book fairly well; but however thoroly they have 
studied it, it will pay them tenfold to read the 
work referred to above. After a careful, sympa-
thetic reading, they will wonder why they did not 
see more in their Bible study. Price, for a beau-
tiful volume, only $1.50. 

To Our Correspondents.= We wish to say 
again, as we have said many times before, that 
we answer no communications, print no articles, sent 
us unsigned. We do not ask for the signature for 
publication. We leave that to the wish of the writer. 
If they wish to have their questions signed by 
initials, or a pseudonym, that is perfectly agreeable 
to us; but we mist have their name, or a question 
or communication will not be considered. There 
are always sufficient on hand so that we are never 
in such want of questions to answer that we need 
to consider anonymous communications. 

The great "Christian" country of the 'United 
States drank; in 1910, the enormous total of 2,045,-
300,000 gallons of liquor, according to Government 
statistics. There is no people on earth that 
" guzzles"— the word is needed — so much. 

Crime and Sin.— A San Francisco daily quotes 
a clergyman as saying, "Crime is the violation of 
any law either divine or human." Not so. Crime 
is the violation 'of human statute law. Sin is the 
violation of divine law. It ranges from "missing 
the mark," coming short of God's requirements, to 
bold rebellion and unrepented wickedness. Crime 
and sin may be in a general Way synonymous. That 
is, stealing is a sin against God, an infraction of 
divine law. It is also a crime, a violation of 
statute law; but there is this difference: the crime 
Pertains only to the overt act; the sin involves 
thought and motive. To covet that which belongs 
to another is sin; but it is not a crime. 

--K— 
Sinless Crimes.— A human law may be good 

or evil; its violation is a crime. But the violation 
of an evil law may not be a sin. Daniel was cast 
into the den of lions for the violation of the king's 
decree (see Daniel 6) that men should worship no 
other being than the king for thirty days. Daniel 
went on as "aforetime," and three times a day 
bowed before the God of heaven. He was guilty 
of a crime, but he was not a sinner. The three 
Hebrews (Daniel 3) were criminals, doomed to 
death, but they did not thereby sin. Both they and 
Daniel would have sinned if they had observed 
the evil decrees. Jesus Christ was executed as a 
criminal, but He " did no sin, neither was. guile 
found in His mouth." When human law seeks to 
transcend divine law, when it seeks to put the human 
in the place of God, it is sin to obey it. Loyalty 
to God demands its transgression. These distinc-
tions it is well for legislators, lawyers, and judges 
to know. 

The Living Law 
DOES this number seem to be strong in law and 

duty? It is; so was the life of our Lord. He was 
the living law, the living Word, the Word Incarnate. 
He died to save from_ sin, the transgression of that 
law. He lives to save to righteousness, to loving 
obedience to that law. In Him is life and healing 
and hope and joy. Through the law His Spirit 
reveals to us our sin, that we may long for His 
righteousness. He reveals to us our misery, that we 
may by faith receive His mercy. He shows that we 
are dying creatures, that we may appropriate His 
life and love for all God's precepts. 

—**  — 
There is a great deal of political talk now-

adays, and more or less agitation regarding presi-
dential candidates, the conditions of the old parties, 
Socialism, etc. Many men are interested in these 
things, and they are putting forth great energies 
to accomplish their desires. But there is one thing 
which ought to awaken paramount interest, and that 
is the great, eternal future. Planning for that does 
not take away our interest in this life; the true 
view of eternal consequences does not make a man 
a less worthy inhabitant of this world, a less help-
ful neighbor. True godliness has the promise of this 
life, as well as that 'which is to come. The man 
who is working for eternity will use the moments of 
time as no one can use them who is working only 
for time. He who looks for the long gain will take 
time in the days of this brief existence to help 
others along the way. He who is after mere tem-
porary results forgets the rights and needs and wants 
and woes of others. Let our readers look beyond 
the mere issues which are placed before us by poli-
ticians, the temporary things of this life, and let 
them take hold of the great eternal verities in God. 
Nothing will give such balance to life as this. 

—*— 

Speak it now. If the Spirit says, "Speak 
a word of encouragement to that man," do not 
wait; speak it. He may not look as if he needed 
it; outwardly he may be smiling; but deep down 
his heart may be overwhelmed with trouble. A 
word, just a word, may help mightily. Speak it 
in the name of the Master, and leave it with Him. 

"The Appeal to Beason" (Socialist) is 
authority for the statement that "when the great 
struggle came between the Republican Party stand-
ing for capital and property and the Socialist Party 
standing for labor the capitalist system would find 
its most powerful ally in the Catholic Church." 
And now the struggle is strong between them, and 
somewh acrid. The Appeal declares that "the 
priests Mio in "the name of religion attack us for 
attempting to destroy religion are the aggressors, 
and that whenever we have discussed the subject 
at all it has been when we have been forced to 
do in self-defense. The Socialist Party explicitly 
declares that it, is a political movement, `and that 
religion is a private matter with which Socialism 
has nothing to do." But it is nevertheless true 
that many advanced Socialists make jheir religion 
their politics and their politics their religion, and 
so are antagonistic to all 'religion which does not 
approve of the _religion of Socialism. Isn't this 
about the facts of it? 

A dairyman in Indiana was believed to be 
selling dirty milk and thus violating the .pure food 
law. Some officers purchased some of his milk for 
purposes of analysis in order to determine the facts. 
They found the milk to be filthy,„and suit was 
brought against the offending dairyman. When the 
ease came into court the attorneys for the defense 
claimed that the dairyman had not violated the law, 
for the reason that it must be shown that the milk 
was purchased for food, whereas in this case the 
milk had been purchased . for purposes of analysis. 
On such an absurd technicality the judge acquitted 
the milkman and allowed him to go on selling his 
filthy product. Submitting to such decisions is 
rapidly destroying the sense of justice among the 
people. It is not the. question of what is right, but, 
How may I win out, right or wrong? 

The first gun of a new Sunday law campaign 
was fired the closing day of the old year at Wood-
land, in this State, by Dr. G. L. Tufts of Beryeley. 
No longer do the Sunday law people propose to go 
to the Legislature, but have decided to petition for 
an initiative ballot in the fall election of 1912. The 
first• agitation for  a  Sunday law was begun in Wood-
land by E. D.-McCreary, and therefore the initial 
meeting for the new plan starts there. Let the 
issue come before the people. It is well. 

—* 
Read the article on "The Sabbath of the 

Bible" on page_ 4. Men talk of the " continental 
sabbath," the " American sabbath," of " our sab-
bath" and "your sabbath; " is •it not well to in-
quire about the. Original Sabbath, the Sabbath of 
the Bible? And right in connection with this comes 
the law of God. - Read the article, "The Object 
of God's Law," page 5. Dwell On the character of 
the God who -gave-it; think of what it means, and 
then read the First Psalm. 

—'u— 
How would you interpret a_prop/iiecy of.  Ole 

Bible? Would you fix up a historic hypothesis 
which might fit a line or so of the prophecy, and 
endeavor to bend the prophecy to the hypothesis/ 
or would you learn what the prophecy demands in 
all particulars, and wait a knowledge of its ful-
filment consistent with the entire prophecy? . Much 
is dependent upon the message. 

God is not at enmity to us. He loves us5  
and longs to ape . us from the enmity which we 
/lave to Him, but which is bound to destroy us. He 
would save us from ourselves, our worst enemy. The 
worst destroyer which the world knows is selfish-
ness. 

— 
Mr. Edison thinks that 'China will be suc-

cessful in establishing a republic,, for the reason 
that the newspapers will keep up their struggles 
for liberty until all kings are either driven out al-
together or else made mere figure-heads. 

—*— 

One of our Bible Band members writes: 
"Have received so much benefit from the readings 
of the past two years, do not feel that I can afford 
to give them up." 
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