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THE END APPROACHING. 

The continuous rioting and 
anarchy that is the daily pro-
gramme in the Balkans has called 
forth a note of warning to the 
Porte. The Austrian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs says, "Turkey 
must change,if she wishes to live. 
If she is unable to change herself, 
her interests must be managed for 
her." If Turkey continues to re-
sist the demands of the Powers, 
he says, "there is nothing else for 
her but chaos and ruin." 

But chaos and ruin to Turkey 
means chaos and ruin to the world; 
for the angel of the Lord told 
Daniel that when "he [Turkey] 

kikall come to his end, and 
.1_,ne shall help him, at THAT 
tinit shall Michael stand up, the 
great Prince which standeth for 
the children of thy people: and 
there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was 
a nation even to that same time." 
Dan. II : 45; 12 : I. 

Who is this Michael who shall 
stand up? Michael means, He 
who is like God. Who is it that 
is like God? Of Christ, the writer 
of the epistle to the Hebrews, 
says, "He is the express image, of 
His person." Heb. I : 3. Or, as 
is conveyed by the literal meaning 
of the original, He is as much like 
the Father as the impression made 
in wax is like the seal which is 
used to make the impression.  

Michael is also called the arch-
angel. Jude 9. In Daniel Jo : 21 
the angel Gabriel referred to 
Michael as "Prince." Who is 
Prince? "Jesus, whom ye slew 
and hanged on a tree, Him hath 
God exalted with His right hand 
to be a Prince." Acts 5 : 3o, 31. 

This Prince is the one who 
takes the kingdom; for to stand 
up means "to reign." This ex- 

pression is used no less than six 
times in the previous chapter, 
which is a part of this great 
historic outline. See verses 2, 3, 
4, 7, 20, 21. Every time the angel 
uses this expression (stand up) he 
refers to a king taking his king-
dom. Who is it that will take 
the kingdom? gone other than  

Jesus Christ, Michael, He who is 
like God, Michael your Prince, 
Michael the Archangel. "There 
was given Him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom." Dan. 7 : 
14. "And He hath on His vesture 
and on His thigh a name written, 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
OF LORDS." Rev. 19 : 16. 

Speaking of the resurrection, 
Christ said, "Verily, verily, I 

(See Children's Page.) 

say unto you, The hour is coming 
and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of 
God; and they that hear shall 
live." John 5 : 25. "Marvel not 
at this: for the hour is coming in 
the which all, that are in the 
graves shall hear His voice, and 
shall come forth." Verses 28, 29, 
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Mark! it is the voice of the Son of 
God the dead shall hear, but Paul 
calls tins voice, "the voice of the 
archangel." i Thess. 4 : 16. This 
is therefore another conclusive 
proof of the identity of Michael 
with Christ; and having ascer-
tained who Michael is, let us re-
fer once again to the crisis that 
the angel Gabriel told Daniel 
would burst upon this world when 
this Michael shall "stand up." 

First, note that Michael is to 
stand up when the Turk comes to his 
end, and none shall help him. 

Day after day the cables reveal how 
close we are coming to that time. But 
"how little do we know of the serious 
difficulties which beset the Govern-
ment of Europe," says the London 
correspondent of the "Age." We only 
hear the faint rumblings of the storm 
that is ready to burst upon this world, 
and which to-day, even now, would be 
raging with unprecedented power but 
for the fact that unseen hands are 
holding the winds of war in check. 
Rev. 7: 1. 

God has a work to do in the world. 
He has a message of warning for every 
nation, kindred, tongue and people. 
He will not pour out the wine of His 
wrath, and rain upon a guilty world 
the seven last plagues without warning 
the world of its approaching doom. 
When that message shall have re-
sounded through the length and 
breadth of the earth, then the restrain-
ing power will be released, and all the 
elements of wickedness, all the race 
hatred and international animosities 
which are now held in check by unseen 
hands will burst into flame ; Jesus 
Christ will take the kingdom, " and 
there shall be a time of trouble, such 
as never was since therel was a 
nation even to that same time." 

What then will become of those who 
have trusted in the Lord for deliver-
ance ? "At that time thy people shall 
be delivered, every one that shall be 
found written in the book." 

With prophetic inspiration, the 
psalmist says :— 

"Why do the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine a vain thing ? The kings 
of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers• take counsel together, against the 
Lord, and against His anointed, saying, 
Let us break their bands asunder, and 
cast away their cords from us. 	He 
that• sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: 
the Lord shall have them in derision. 
Then shall He speak unto them in His 
wrath, and vex them in His sore dis-
pleasure. Yet have I set My king upon 
My holy hill of Zion. 	I will declare 
the decree : the Lord hath said unto 
Me, Thou art My Son ; this day have I 
begotten Thee. Ask of Me, and I shall 
give Thee the heathen for Thine inherit- 

ance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for Thy possession. Thou shalt 
break them with a rod of iron ; Thou 
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel. Be wise now therefore, 0 ye 
kings : be instructed, ye judges of the 
earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, 
lest He be angry, and ye perish from 
the way, when His wrath is kindled but 
a little. Blessed are all they that put 
their trust in Him." Ps. 2. 

TEMPERANCE IN SWEDEN. 
mil•••••••3•••••• 

The working men of Sweden 
are forming strike unions to ab-
stain from the use of intoxicating 
liquor. The duty on spirits has 
been raised by the Government in 
order to raise more revenue. The 
labouring men assert that the tax 
falls too heavily on their class. 
The members of the labour unions 
are binding themselves , not to 
touch spirits for a year, and are 
contributing sevenpence a month to 
a fund which will be divided 
among those who have kept the 
pledge. The temperance leaders 
are greatly elated, and hope that 
the proposed strike will spread 
throughout the nation. 

The States railways of Sweden 
have adopted a most exemplary 
measure in the interests of tem-
perance. During the winter they 
supply at several stations on the 
different lines warm milk free of 
charge to the enginemen and 
guards. 

One year ago twenty railroad 
men of Sweden organised a total 
abstinence club. The membership 
now numbers 1,30o, and they have 
started district travelling libraries 
and courses of temperance study. 

King. Oscar, in response to 
petitions from his temperance 
subjects, has ordered that hence-
forth no champagne is to be used 
in the christening of battleships. 

A Hindu paper published in 
Bombay asks disbelievers to go 
to the homes of Christians of the 
lower castes, and see the tidiness 
of their homes, the care with 
which their children are educated, 
and their pious demeanour, and 
then make a comparison of the 
homes of these people with what 
may be seen in the houses of those 
who have not embraced Chris-
tianity. 

Six Russian compositors have been 
banished to Siberia for life, on a charge 
of being interested in a Socialist print-
ing office at Kishineff. 

Russian University students, in 
order to manifest their detestation of the 
present form of government, tore down 
and trampled upon a portrait of the 
Czar, and hung in its place a portrait 
of Gotz, the Socialist, who last year 
murdered the Minister of the Interior, 
M. Sipyagin. 

Recent strikes in the building trade 
in Africa were engineered by Austra-
lians who have carried their " striking " 
habit to the land of their adoption. 
Employers in Africa are now turning 
deaf ears to Australians who appeal 
for work, and hundreds of men who 
ought never to have left this country 
are seeking vainly for employment in' 
Africa, while here farmers are seeking 
for men to reap the most bountiful 
harvest they have had for years. 

It is proposed to raise the level of 
the great Assouan dam on the Nile, so 
as to increase the possibilities for irri-
gation in Egypt. The cost of this 
work is estimated to be 2,5oo,000, but 
the cost, though heavy, is not to 
he compared with the benefits 
which it is expected will accrue, 
for it is computed that ,4,6o,000,-
0oo will be added to the agri-
cultural value of Egyptian land, and if 
the proposal is carried out, the output 
of cotton from Egypt will be doubled. 

Indications of trouble in the Far 
East are daily becoming more pro-
nounced, and preparations for war ar 
being proceeded with so rapidly an 
with such persistency that it seems 
hardly probable that under the prr:sent 
strain the international relationship of 
Russia and Japan can hold out much 
longer. War correspondents are al-
ready at the scene of the dispute, and 
the Underwriters' Association has 
increased the rates of insurance on the 
freights to Japan. Japanese naval and 
military students in Great Britain have 
been ordered to return, and British 
torpedo officers who are under-
going instruction in torpedo war-
fare at Portsmouth and Devon-
port have received secret orders 
to hold themselves in readiness for 
mobilisation. An attache of the 
Japanese War Office is at present 
visiting Australia in order to ascertain 
the attitude of this Commonwealth 
towards Japan in the event of war 
being declared. Though hostilities 
may be deferred, yet this gentleman 
asserts, "war must come sooner or 
later." 
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...OUR... 

CORRESPONDENTS 

 I 

ALL! 

God's reiterated "ALL,' 
0 wondrous word of peace and power! 

Touching with its tuneful fall 
Each unknown day, each hidden hour, 

Of the coming year. 

Only all His word believe, 
All peace and joy your heart shall fill, 

All things asked ye shall receive ; 
This is thy Father's word and will 

For the coming year. 

He shall all your need supply, 
And He will make all grace abound ; 

Always all sufficiency 
In Him for all things shall be found 

Through the coming year. 

All His work He shall fulfil, 
All the good pleasure of His will, 

Keeping thee in all thy ways, 
And with thee always, "all the days" 

Of the coining year. 
—Australian, Christian. 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

"I wish you a happy New 
Year," has been repeated far and 
near, by parents and children, 
brothers and sisters, acquaintances 
and friends. In a world like ours, 
this New Year's greeting seems 
(far more appropriate than the 
'"Merry Christmas" so lately echoed 
frons,,,, lip to lip. On every hand 
are -Pale faces, brows furrowed 
with pain and care, or forms 
bowed with age. Wherever we 
turn may be seen the garb of 
mourning. The suffering, the care-
worn, and the aged can no longer 
be merry. In many a household 
there is a vacant chair; a beloved 
child, a husband and father, whose 
presence gladdened the last Christ-
mas and New Year's festivity, is 
gone from the circle. A merry 
Christmas seems a mockery to 
that bereaved family. 

But whatever the cares and 
sorrows of life, whatever the mis-
takes and errors of the past, the 
"Happy New Year," when uttered 
as an expression of love or respect, 
falls pleasantly upon the ear. 
And yet, are not these kindly 
wishes often forgotten with the 
utterance? . How often we fail to  

carry their import into the daily 
life, and thus to aid in their ful-
filment. The New Year's greeting, 
is frequently uttered by insincere 
lips, from hearts that would not 
forego one selfish gratification in 
order to make others happy. Re-
cipients of gifts and favours every 
new year, many accept these as 
their due. Receiving daily the 
bounties of Heaven, sunshine and 
shower, food and raiment, friends 
and home,—all the unnoted yet 
priceless blessings of life,—they 
forget the claims of the Giver; 
forget that God has left them a 
legacy in His poor; and that 
Christ, the Majesty of heaven, 
identifies Himself with suffering 
humanity in the person of His 
saints. 

Says our Saviour, "It was I 
whom you neglected. While your 
wardrobe was supplied with costly 
apparel, I had no cotufortable 
clothing; while you feasted, I was 
hungry; while you were absorbed 
in pleasure, I was,sick, a stranger, 
and uncared for." ' Let those who 
would have a happy new year, 
seek to honour God, and make all 
around them happy. Let them 
share the gifts of Providence with 
those more needy, and bring to 
the Lord their offerings of grati-
tude, their sin-offerings, and their 
free-will offerings. 

Upon many God has bestowed 
His gifts with a lavish hand. 
Will they make corresponding re-
turns? Some of these persons, 
when in poverty, were faithful in 
the smallest trust committed to 
them. They would sooner deny 
themselves of the comforts, or 
even the necessaries of life, than 
to withhold their offerings from 
the Lord's treasury. God has re-
warded their faithfulness by pros-
perity. But now a change comes 
over the recipients of His bounty. 
Their wants increase faster than 
their income, and they no longer 
return to God the portion which 
is His due. Thus is developed 
that same spirit of covetousness 
which proved the ruin of Judas. 

Many are bemoaning their 
backsliding, their want of peace 
and rest in Christ, when the past 
year's record shows that they have 
separated themselves from God by 
their departure from strict integ-
rity. When they will faithfully 
examine their hearts, when they 
will open their eyes to see the 
selfishness of their motives,—then  

their prayer will be, "Create in 
me a clean heart, 0 God; and re-
new a right spirit within me." 
God requires us to have a pure 
heart and clean hands. Let those 
who have committed wrong give 
proof of their repentance by seek-
ing to make full restitution, let 
them in their after life give evi-
dence of a genuine reformation, 
and they will assuredly enjoy the 
peace of heaven. 

Let us enter upon the new year 
with a clean record. Let faults 
be corrected. Let bitterness and 
malice be uprooted. Let right 
triumph over wrong. Let envy 
and jealousy be put away. Heart-
felt, honest confession will heal 
grave difficulties. Then, with the 
love of God in the soul, there may 
flow from sincere lips the greeting, 
"I wish you a happy New Year." 

Many who were with us at the 
beginning of 1903 are not here to 
welcome 1904. We ourselves may 
not live to see another ,year. 
Shall we not seek to improve the 
little time allotted us? Will not 
the church of Christ turn from 
their backslidings? Will they not 
cast aside their idols, repent of 
their love of the world, overcome 
their selfish greed, and open the 
door of the heart to bid the 
Saviour welcome? May the be-
ginning of this year be a time 
that shall never be forgotten,—a 
time when Christ shall come in 
among us, and say, "Peace be 
unto you." 

Dear friends, I wish you, one 
and all, A happy New Year. 

" We live in deeds, not years ; in 
thought, not breath ; 

In feelings, not in figures on the dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs 

when they beat 
For man, for duty. He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels noblest, acts the 

best." 

"There are to-day thousands 
of professors of religion who can 
give no other reason for points of 
faith which they hold than that 
they were so instructed by their 
religious teachers." 

"A lack of moral courage to 
step aside from the beaten track 
of the world leads many to follow 
in the steps of learned men; and 
by their reluctance to investigate 
for themselves they are becoming 
hopelessly fastened in the chains 
of error." 
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THE STRAIGHT PATH. 

"The Bible is so strict and 
old-fashioned," said a young man 
to a gray-haired friend, who was 
advising him to study God's word 
if he would learn how to live. 
"There are plenty of books written 
nowadays that are moral enough 
in their teaching, and do not bind 
one down as the Bible does." 

The old merchant turned to his 
desk and took out two rulers, one 
of which was slightly bent. With 
each of these he ruled a line, and 
silently handed the ruled paper to 
his companion. 

"Well," said the lad, "what 
do you mean?" 

"One line is not straight and 
true, is it? When you mark out 
your path in life, do not take a 
crooked ruler! "—Selected. 

THE POWER OF GOD. 

No. 1. 
BY W. HOWARD JAMES, M.B.,B.S. 

"God hath spoken: once ' • twice have 
I heard this ; that power belongeth to 
God." Ps. 62 : II.  

"A man can receive nothing, except 
it be given him from heaven." John 
3 : 27. 

"And Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, All power is given unto 
Me in heaven and in earth." Matt. 
2a : 18. 

"Jesus answered [Pilatel, Thou 
couldest have no power at all against 
Me, except it were given thee from 

. above." John 19 : 

Power, wherever seen, and in 
whatever form it is manifested, is 
of God; it is universal, and is 
present in every place and in every-
thing, be it animate or inanimate. 
Rom. 13 : I. 

The universe may - be said to 
consist c+- matter and power; 
but we cannot conceive' of one 
existing without the other. The 
power of gravitation, for in-
stance, seems to be inherent in 
matter, for all observations go to 
show that matter attracts mat-
ter in direct proportion to its bulk, 

. Neither can we , conceive of force 
or power existing without the 
material on which its phenomena 
are manifested. 

Matter to some extent is sub-
ject to the power of human analy-
sis, and can be reduced by various 
scientific methods to simple sub- 

stances called elements; whether 
these again could be further simpli-
fied by powers at present un-
known can only be a matter of 
conjecture. On the other hand, no 
amount of investigation will re-
veal to us what power really is, 
for its nature truly baffles all in-
quiries. We recognise power in 
gravitation, electricity, chemical 
action, and life, and its effects can 
be observed, its uniformity of ac-
tion demonstrated, and its laws 
to some extent described, but 
further we cannot go. , 

The atmosphere is said to be 
composed of minute particles of 
matter which have a mutual at-
traction for one another, and 
would come together, forming a 
liquid or a solid, but for some 
other form of power which keeps 
these particles apart. What is 
this power that preserves to us 
the atmosphere by keeping atom 
from atom, overcoming their 
natural attraction for one another? 
That the power exists we know, 
for it can be liberated and demon-
strated by the bringing togetner 
of the separated particles. In the 
burning of wood or any inflam-
mable material, for instance, the 
oxygen particles in the atmos-
phere unite with the carbon in the 
burning substance, and thus the 
power that was formerly latent or 
unfelt is liberated in the form of 
heat and light. 	 • 

Man can use and change these 
powers from one form to another 
to suit his convenience. The 
power of gravitation may be used 
for the/ working of a mill, a bat-
tery, or for the various uses of 
electricity. The liberation of the 
latent power in the atmosphere 
may be used for the tiroduction of 
heat for warmth, cooking, the 
driving of an engine, and a thou-
sand other purposes; but man 
soon recognises that there is a 
limit beyond which he cannot go. 

The powers of the inorganic 
world can be changed from one 
form into another; but by no 
known method can the inorganic 
power be changed into life, the 
power of the organic world. 
Many attempts have been made to 
build up organic matter, that is, 
to create life, from the inorganic 
kingdom, but all have ignomini-
ously failed, for this power be-
longs to God, and.God alone. Life 
can only come from life. It is the 
life divinely implanted in the seed  

that enables it, by obtaining 
nourishment from air, soil, and 
water, to spring forth in active 
life, and form the plant with its 
beautiful refreshing foliage, blos-
som, and fruit, for the benefit of 
mankind. Life has its origin in 
God only; "For as the Father 
hath life in Himself, so hath He 
given to the Son to have life in 
Himself." John 5 : 26. We de-
pend on life—the power of God—
for our daily sustenance, and this 
we should realise when we pray, 
"Give us this day our daily bread." 

The body will only appropriate 
for itself material which has al-
ready been formed by the power of 
life. All the elements for the 
building up of the body might be I  
placed in the stomach and in their 
right proportions, hilt not a 
particle would be assimilated un-
less previously organised by the 
action of life. We thus see that 
every reinforcement of life which 
we receive comes from pre-existing 
life outside the body. Should this 
not teach us some lessons in the 
administration of drugs? Any 
substance, before it becomes food, 
must be vitalised by life. Drugs, 
`therefore, are not foods. They do 
not build up the body, and when 
absorbed into the blood they are 
truly foreign substances, for they 
are for the most part inorganic 
substances, and contain no evi-
dence of pre-existing life. Drugs 
that are usually employed for the 
building up of the body, at 
best are only temporary stimu-,  
lants, and if not accompanied by 
food would undoubtedly d;troy 
rather than prolong life. 

We have endeavoured to show 
that all power is the power of 
God. Next week we will show 
that the manifestation of all 
power is the result of the word of 
God. 

CONCERNING " HONEST 
BELIEF." 

It is alleged by some that it 
matters not what a man believes 
if he is only sincere. This judg-
ment may be prompted by a mis-
taken charity, or it may be the 
suggestion of hostility to the 
truth. But, whatever its source, 
it expresses a great fallacy. The 
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Scriptures teach that there is a 
close relation between doctrinal 
belief and right living. As a man 
"thinketh in his heart so is he." 
The belief of truth is vitally im-
portant. The belief of error is 
destructive of every interest it 
touches. The gravity of the re-
sult will be graduated by the sig-
nificance and relations of the things 
believed.—Homiletic Review. 

HOPE FOR THE HELPLESS. 

This beautiful poem was written by a soldier in 
Manila, who lives under an assumed name as he 
does not wish his relatives to know where be is, 
because he is such a drunkard. He is well educated, 
and has held good positions, but drink pulls him 
down. Surely God hears the heart-cry of those who 

are in such desperate need. 

Lord God, Thou lettest the green things 
start, 

A new life every year ; 
Out of their sunken selves they rise 

Erect and sweet and clear ; 
Behold the lily's pure white leaves 

Unfolding by each mere ! 

Again the sap mounts in the fir 
Through every swelling vein ; 

Again the clover stirs and thrills 
Responsive to the rain ; 

Again the tender grass makes green 
The lone breast of the plain, 

Hark to the golden flood of song 
The lark pours to the blue ! 

Behold the strong, undaunted shoot 
Pushing its brave front through 

The fallen trees ! Lord God, Lord God, 
Let me begin anew ! 

Out of my own self let me rise ! 
For, God, if it can be, 

A new and nobler growth may rise 
From yon decaying tree, 

Surely a strong, pure life may mount 
Out of this life in me ! 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

BY URIAH SMITH. 
In order that we may have 

signs there must be a prediction 
of future events, the approach of 
which is to be from time to time 
foretokened or indicated by other 
events. But these other events 
must also be foretold, or they 
could not be signs. For instance, 
we might have Ithe most startling 
phenomena in nature; but they 
would be without significance re-
specting what is before us, unless 
it had been foretold that certain 
events were to occur, and that 
their approach should be marked 
by these abnormal exhibitions. 
But these signs, being thus fore-
told, become themselves predic-
tions, and their accomplishment 
a fulfilment of prophecy. 

The signs of the times, there-
fore, are simply those prophecies 
which are fulfilling in our own 
day, which show that the time 
has come, or is at hand for the 
fulfilment of other predictions 
which stand in the same chain of 
events. Signs of the times are 
themselves prophecies of what is 
before us, and they ,are the seal 
which God sets to what has been 
declared in the past. They are the 
solemn voice of God to us as if He 
were Himself now walking through 
the land, reiterating the declara-
tion of His prophets -of old, and 
proclaiming the truthfulness of 
His word to all, the inhabitants 
thereof. 

Therefore, one well-defined, 
clearly-established sign of the 
times is an event of immense im-
portance. It ought to arrest the 
attention of all mankind, and be 
with them the chief topic of inter-
est. Neglect of this will be no 
less a subject of unsure in this 
generation than it was with the 
Jews, whom Christ rebuked for 
not discerning the signs of their 
day. Nor will such neglect result 
less fatally now than then. And 
is there such a sign existing in 
our day? Every student of proph-
ecy knows that there is not 
merely one but a whole array of 
them, not ambiguous and in-
distinct, but clear, prominent, and 
startling. Yet the mass of man-
kind shut their eyes to these 
things; professed Christians ignore 
them; and all immediately set 
about the work of trying to ac-
count for, and 'explain away, any 
unusual occurrence, instead of con-
sidering what lessons of instruc-
tion they are to draw from it. 
They would fain persuade them-
selves that the moral darkness 
and gloom, which they are  con-
strained to admit is everywhere 
spreading and deepening, is but 
the blackness of a transient cloud, 
which will soon give way to the 
clear blaze of millennial glory. 
And thus they blind their eyes to 
the view as it really is, and wait 
for that sudden destruction, which 
the apostle declares should come 
upon men just when they had 
yielded themselves to the fast em-
brace of fatal delusion. 

The signs of these times are 
events which axe laid down in the 
prophetic word as tokens of the 
near approach of the great con-
summation, and the opening of  

eternal scenes. To forewarn man-
kind of the coming of this eventful 
day, the world was to exhibit re-
markable phases, and witness re-
markable scenes. These may be 
classified under four general 
heads :- 

1. Unusual occurrences and phases in 
the religious and moral world ;I 

2. Remarkable advancement and dis-
coveries in the scientific world ; 

3. Unprecedented activity and threat-
ening movements in the political world; 
and- 

4. Strange and startling phenomena 
in the natural world. 

That the state of things here 
indicated does exist in all these 
divisions, no one will deny who 
is ordinarily well-read in reference 
to passing events. Wherever we 
may look, there is no lack of oc-
currences calculated to incite won-
der and elicit comment. Every 
literary vehicle is loaded with 
them.; every mouth is full of them. 
Why all do not look upon them 
in the same light as the student 
of prophecy, is because they are 
either ignorant of the fact that these 
things are ,pointed out in prophecy 
as tokens of the coming end, or 
are unwilling to admit the appli-
cation of the prophetic declara-
tions to them. The former, how-
ever, is largely tne prevailing 
cause; for when a person will 
candidly compare the words of 
prophecy with the present state of 
the world in all its divisions, he 
can but see such a faithful cor-
respondence between them, as to 
he convinced that these are verily 
the things which the prophets 
have said should come to pass. 
No, the masses are not aware of 
what the prophets have spoken; 
and hence, although they are 
struck with wonder at the unusual 
occurrences and strange events of 
this time, they fail to see their 
significance and realise their im-
portance. But it is not sufficient 
merely to have attention aroused 
and wonder excited; for men may 
wonder at the remarkable works 
of God, and view with astonish-
ment the stately march of ful-
filling prophecy, and knowing not 
its significance, may, with all 
their wonder and astonishment, 
perish at last. 

"There is no such thing as a 
truly converted person living a 
helpless, useless life." 



World=Wide 

The falling Stars, November 13, 1833 . 

6 (6) 	 AUSTRALASIAN SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
	

JANUARY 4, 1904 

THE COMING OF OUR LORD. 

Sermon preached at the Royal Park, Melbourne 
Camp-Meeting. by Pastor E. W. Farnsworth, and 
stenographically reported for "Australasian Signs 
of the Times" by Mr. H. Stockton and. Miss E. 
Jones. 

(Continued.) 

There is an interesting proph- 
ecy in Numbers 24 : 17. 	" I 
shall see Him, but not now: I 
shall behold Him, but not nigh: 
there shall come a Star out of 
Jacob, and a Sceptre shall arise 
out of Israel, and shall smite the 
corners of Moab, and destroy all 
the children of Sheth." 

Those words were spoken 1,452 
years before Christ. When we 
come down fourteen and a half 
centuries, I see some men coming 
into Jerusalem,—men, strangers 
in that city and to that people. 
I hear them inquire like this: 
"Where is He that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen His 
star in theEast, and are come to 
worship Him." Now notice, the 
prophet said that when Messiah 
should come, there would appear 
a sign that would remind the 
people of His coming. In Persia 
there were a few men known as the 
Magi.. One night they saw a 
luminous body in the heavens. 
They had been reading the books 
of Moses, and they found this 
prophecy stating that a star 
would appear as the omen of 
Christ's coming. Immediately 
they said, "Let us go and find 
this King." They took with them 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh, 
the offering made to kings, and 
they must have travelled several 
weeks, following that star, until 
they came to Bethlehem, and 
the star rested over the place 
where the young child lay. 

HAVING EYES TO SEE. 

Tell me, dear friends, why did. 
not someone else see that star? 
How did it happen that just those 
few men in the East saw that 
sign? I will tell you; it was be-
cause they had eyes to see and 
hearts to believe. They were 
searching for light, and God led 
them by that light to the great  

Source of all light. There were 
millions of men on the earth at 
that time, but they did not see 
that sign. All they could see in 
the Messiah when they saw Him 
was an ordinary man. How was 
it that others saw other things? 
It was because they believed the 
word of God. 

We now come to the second 
sign, which was that the moon 
should he darkened. mile dark 
night followed the dark day, and 
the moon was darkened although 
it was at its full. That is a fact, 
and there is no question about it. 
It was fulfilled just exactly as the 
Saviour said it would be, and you 
will notice that the second sign 
shows us how extensively the 
sun was darkened. Some say the 

sun was darkened only in tbt 
United States. Now when the 
moon is full and its light fails, 
does that not show that the light 
of the sun on the other side of the 
earth has also failed? From this 
you will see that the sun was 
darkened during a large share of 
the earth's revolution. 

The next sign the Saviour gave 
was that the stars should fall 
from heaven. He did not refer to 
the great planets a thousand 
times larger than our earth, but 
used the term as we commonly do. 
When you see a meteor in the 
heavens you say, "See that star 
fall!" An eminent writer thus 
describes the scene :— 

"But the most sublime phenomenon 
of shooting stars of which the world has  

furnished any record, was witnessed 
throughout the United States on the 
morning of the 13th of November, 1833. 
The entire extent of this astonishing 
exhibition has not been precisely ascer-
tained ; but it covered no inconsiderable 
portion of the earth's surface. . . . The 
first appearance was that of fireworks of 
the most imposing grandeur, covering 
the entire vault of heaven with myriads 
of fire-balls, resembling sky-rockets. 
Their coruscations were bright, gleam-
ing, and incessant, and they fell thick 
as the flakes in the early snows of De-
cember. To the splendours of this 
celestial exhibition the most brilliant 
sky-rockets and fireworks of art bear 
less relation than the twinkling of the 
most tiny star to the broad glare of 
the sun. The whole heavens seemed in 
motion, and suggested to some the aw-
ful grandeur of the image employed in 
the Apocalypse, upon the opening of the 
sixth seal, when the stars of heaven 
fell unto the earth, even as a 'fig-tree 
casteth her untimely figs, when she is 

'shaken of a mighty wind.' "— Burritt's 
Geography of the Heavens. 

That is the record that a great 
man has left concerning this, and 
there are pages in this book from 
which I read, devoted to this 
wonderful sign. Let me read one 
more testimony :— 

"We pronounce the raining of fire 
which we saw on Wednesday morning 
last, an awful type, a sure forerunner, 
a merciful sign of that great and dread-
ful day which the inhabitants of the 
world will witness when the sixth seal 
shall be opened. The time is just at 
hand, described not only in the New 
Testament, but in the Old. A more 
correct picture of a fig-tree casting its 
leaves when blown by a mighty wind, 
it is not possible to behold."— Connecti-
cut Observer. 

I might read much more, but 
this will suffice as far as the estab- 
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lishing of the fact is concerned. 
I tell you, dear friends, these are 
the signs the Saviour said should 
come just before He appears the 
second time. 

and now He says :— 
"Then shall appear the sign of the 

Son of man in heaven : and then shall 
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the Son of man coining 
in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory." Matt. 24 : 30. 

"Verily I say unto you, This genera-
tion shall not pass, till all these things 
be fulfilled." Verse 34• 

THIS GENERATION. 

He looked down through the 
years, and He saw the sun dark-
ened and the stars fall, and He 
said, The people who see these 
warnings, that see these prophecies 
fulfilled, shall not pass till all 
things be fulfilled. Now, to my 
mind, that brings the, coming of 
the Lord very near indeed. 

'Men's hearts failing them for tear, 
and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth : for the powers 
of heaven shall be shaken. And then 
shall they see the Son of man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory. 
And when these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads ; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.'' ' Luke 21 : 26-28. 

nis generation shall not pass 
till all these things be fulfilled. 
As I look over this large congre-
gation I see old men and old 
women who must soon pass away. 
We shall not meet this way again, 
but ,I believe that the generation 
that is represented here before me 
will not pass away till all these 
things be fulfilled. 

I do not know just when the 
Lord is going to come. I do not 
pretend to say that He is coming 
next year or the year following; 
but what I do believe is His word 
that this generation shall not pass 
till Christ comes in all His glory, 
and you ought to believe it, too. 

"Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but My words shall not pass away. But 
of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, hut My 
Father only. But as the days of Noah 
were, so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be." Verses 35-37. 

What were the people doing 
when the flood came? Why, they 
were eating and drinking, marry-
ing, and giving in marriage,—and it 
is not wrong to do these things in a 
proper way; but in the days of 
Noah they were thinking more of 
what they should eat and drink 
and what they should wear, than 
they thought of things pertaining 
to the future life. Is it not so 

now? Don't the people in this 
world think a good deal about 
what they are going to eat and 
what they are going to drink? I 
appeal to the ladies in this audi-
ence, Is not what you are going 
to eat, and what-you are•going to 
give your family to eat your 
great worry? 

THE DRINK PROBLEM. 

Look at the drinking going 
on in the world. Was there ever 
an age when people drank so 
much? II there was I have never 
heard of it. Even the women are 
taking to drinking too. I am 
glad you have been trying to put 
this curse down. I have been try-
ing, to stop it, too; but when 
Greed stands on one side of the 
counter and .Appetite ,on the other, 
it takes the power of God to keep 
them apart. I am glad to say, 
brethren and friends, that we be-
lieve in opposing the liquor traffic, 
and I pray God's blessing on 
every effort to stop it. 

But we cannot close our eyes 
to facts as they exist. It is 
surely as it was in the days of 
Noah,—people are eating, drink-
ing, buying, and selling, and 
these are the things which are oc-
cupying the minds of men and 
women to-day. God says that 
this state of things will continue 
until the trumpet sounds, and the 
people will be asleep in regard to 
their eternal interests. And why 
will they be asleep?—Because a 
great majority do not believe the 
words of Christ. Did the world 
know that the flood was coming? 
—No. Why did they not know? 
Noah and his family knew all 
about it. He had been telling the 
people it was coming for one hun-
dred and twenty years. The dif-
ference between the world and 
Noah was that Noah believed God 
and His word, and the world did 
not. There will be those who will 
know the Lord is coming, but the 
world will not know, because they 
will not believe the word He has 
sent. 

(Concluded next week). 

Since the recent war in South 
Africa two hundred young men, 
and fifty young women in that 
country have offered themselves 
for training as foreign mission-
aries. This is certainly one of 
the most remarkable events ever 
witnessed in the history of the 
-Christian church. 

" SEVENTI-I.DAY ADVENTISTS." 

"The Essendon Gazette" of 
November 19, contained the fol-
lowing friendly reference to the 
camp-meeting held in the Royal 
Park, Melbourne :-- 

"The camp-meeting and conference in 
connection with the Seventh-day Advent-
ists, of Victoria, is now being held in 
the Royal Park near the entrance gates 
from Flemington Road. About fifty 
comfortable tents have been erected, 
water has been laid on, and other con- 
veniences provided. 	A cook's tent is 
amongst the number, from which those 
in 'the encampment can purchase vege-
table food, soups, etc. A book tent is 
another convenience, and the onlooker is 
struck by the number of beautifully il-
lustrated works, in handsome bindings, 
that are turned out at the licho print-
ing office, North Fitzroy, which belongs 
to the Adventists. In the same tent are 
also sold tinned foods of a healthful and 
vegetarian nature, as well as novel bis-
cuits, etc., all manufactured by the 
Sanitarium, near Sydney. A tremendous 
circular meeting tent, comfortably 
seated throughout, and with a platform 
for speakers, occupies a commanding po-
sition in the camp. Here services are 
held three times each day, and a cordial 
invitation is extended to all who care 
to do so \to bring their lunch, and spend 
a day in camp. The pulpit is occupied 
by the pastor, Mr. Hennig, Mr. Farns-
worth, and other good speakers; hymns 
are rendered by sweet, musical voices ; 
and the Adventists—a most homely, 
brotherly body—offer a kindly welcome 
to all. On the occasion of our visit, 
Mr. Farnsworth delivered a most able 
sermon, demonstrating beyond a doubt 
that Saturday is the proper Sabbath 
according to the Scriptures. The Satur-
day Sabbath is one of the leading tenets 
of the Seventh-day Adventists' faith. 
They also, in all their literature, make 
good bodily health a point to be closely 
watched. A visit to the encampment 
would be found both interesting and in-
structive, besides a warm welcome is al-
ways met. The encampment will close 
after the evening of 22nd instant." 

• Pastor J. E. Fulton has re-
turned from his visit to Fiji, ar-
riving in Sydney, December io. 

The Avondale School for Chris-
tian Workers opens for another 
year January 12, 1904. It is an-
ticipated that the attendance this 
year will be larger than ever be-
fore. 

An Educational Institute was 
held at Cooranbong, N.S.W., from 
December 24 to January 3. Vari-
ous topics relating to church 
schools and missionary work were 
to be considered. This is the first 
Institute of the kind held in Aus-
tralasia. 
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And THE BIBLE ECHO. 

E. W. FARNSWORTH - - EDITOR. 

PROPHECY. 

In the olden time a prophet 
was called a seer; "For he that is 
now called a prophet was before 
-time called a seer." I Sam. 9 : 9. 

A seer is one who sees. He 
sees not only what he should do, 
but also what others ought to do. 
He sees present duties, and how to 
perform them, and he also sees the 
future, with all its complications 
and perplexities and troubles, and 
gives counsel how to meet and 
overcome them. Seers, or proph-
ets, are the, eyes of the church, 
Through them the church sees 
things nigh and far off. 

The prOphets of the, Bible were 
great reformers. They "served 
their own generation by, the will of 
God," and with the greatest ear-
nestness they exhorted and la-
boured that the people of their 

• own time should repent and be 
saved. But this was not all..  
They saw things in the future, and 
wrote of them. Their writings 
contain warnings and counsel for 
us, that we' may escape present 
and future dangers. 

PROPHECY DEFINED. 

"To prophesy in the Scriptural 
sense is to utter religious truth 
under divine inspiration, not 
simply or always to foretell future 
events', but to warn, exhort, com-
fort, etc., by special message or 
impulse from God."—Standard 
Dictionary. 

Prophecy is the history of 
events given in advance of their 
occurrence. It is given for the 
benefit of those Whose interests are 
associated with predicted events, 
so that they may be benefited by 
anticipating them, and thus be 
able to prepare for them; or, that 
tne fulfilment of the prediction 
may establish their faith and con-
fidence in the Author of the 
prophecy. 

Prophecy is given as a promise, 
threatening, or warning. All 
promises of future blessings are 
prophetical in their nature. All 
warning of approaching danger is 
necessarily prophetical. 

One object of prophecy is to 
produce and establish faith in its 
Author. When man rebelled 
against the divine government, 
his means of obtaining knowledge 
were greatly diminished. He still 
retained the desire to know, but 
to him the past soon became 
darkly veiled, and the future en-
tirely hidden; while the,  resent was 
very imperfectly understood. Man, 
having been created with the 
capacity for certain degrees of 
knowledge, and having an inherent 
desire for it, specially for knowl-
edge of the future, has a rest-
less, dissatisfied sense of want. 

MEN SEEK TO KNOW THE FUTURE. 

This dissatisfaction results in 
an effort to obtain by some means 
the desired knowledge. This dark-
ening and veiling of the human 
mind, and the shutting out of the 
light of truly desirable knowledge, 
is a part of the curse of sin. It is 
perfectly natural for men to la-
bour to gratify the desires of their 
nature; therefore, they are con-
stantly making efforts to counter-
act the • arbitrary power of the 
curse; for it throws all into an 
abnormal ,and unnatural condition. 
As the curse let down an impene-
trable veil which hides the future 
from the human mind, men seek 
unto every means within their 
power to raise that veil, so as to 
comprehend the wonderful future. 

God has foretold, and caused to 
be written the prophetic history 
of great and undeniable events, 
which could not have been fore-
known . by man through a knowl-
edge of any laws or principles 
governing this world. The great-
est calamity that has ever trans-
pired, the flood of waters, upon 
the old world, was revealed be-
forehand to "Noah a preacher of 
righteousness;" but such an event 
as he proclaimed was regarded as 
so very improbable, that little 
credence was given to it. Yet 
with what certainty was the pre-
diction fulfilled. A description of 
Babylon and other ancient cities, 
together with their overthrow, 
however unlikely such disasters 
may have appeared, was as per-
fectly given in the prophecies, long 
before the circumstances predicted 
transpired, as any historian could 
have given them after the time of 
their occurrence. 

Not an item of gall the things 
specified and qualified in the  

prophetic calendar but finds its 
exact fulfilment as recorded in the 
historic chapter. The God and 
Ruler of the universe has kept His 
own time, and accomplished His 
own work in perfect harmony with 
his immutable purposes as ex-
pressed in His inspired prophecies. 
Every prophetic utterance, repre-
sentation, and illustration of this 
world's history relating to the 
past and present, has demanded 
and received its exact accomplish-
ment. Nations have arisen and 
fallen exactly corresponding with 
the divine photograph. Earth's 
migniiest captains have mounted 
the stage, and acted their ap-
pointed part in the bloody and 
tragical scenes of human strife, 
the record of which is but the 
duplicate of their prophetic de-
lineations. 

THINGS COMING' ON THE EARTH FORE-

TOLD IN PROPHECY. 

The world's present physical 
aspect corresponds perfectly with 
the parchment records made by 
the seers of ancient time, and en-
dorsed by Christ, and confirmed 
by the apostles. The earth begins 
already to reel to and fro like a 
drunkard, caused by the predicted 
"earthquakes in divers places," 
the seas and waves roaring, tidal 
waves, while whirlwinds are 
raised on the coasts of the earth, 
and "fearful sights and great 
signs appear from heaven," caus-
ing universal expectation of 
change, making "men's hearts to 
fail them for fear while looking  
after those things which are com-
ing on the earth." 

The earth has never fail ed to 
answer the prophetic demand. 
When the time came, indicated by 
the sacred calendar, the gates of 
its reservoirs were hoisted, the 
waters issued forth until they had 
filled the measure of their decree 
and accomplished their appointed.  
work. Babylon, with all its walls 
and towers;  bars and, gates, bid-
ding defiance to all earthly power 
and skill, could not stand an hour 
after the prophetic clock tolled the 
period of its destruction. Jerusa-
lem, also, hid among the sacred 
mountains, and professing to 
trust for defence and protection 
in the God of heaven, could not be 
defended a day after the symbolic 
weeks had passed, and the people 
of the Prince had come, long be-
fore seen by God's holy watchers 
through the prophetic glass. 
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" Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings, 

God made their glowing colours, 
He made their tiny wings." 

—Selected. 

AN INTERESTING FAMILY. 
• 11•••••••••••• 

(See picture on first page). 

BY V. J. F. 
Old Speckle, the oldest and 

largest hen in the fowl-yard, had 
been sitting for three weeks on 
thirteen eggs. Doris and Arthur 
had waited with eager impatience 
for-  the dear, downy chicks they 
expected would come, and some-
times thought it a very long time 
before they put in an appearance. 

One morning Arthur came 
bounding into the house with a 
hop, skip, and jump, and anyone 
could easily see he was greatly 
excited. 

"0 mother! Doris! come 
quickly!" he exclaimed; and, lead-
ing the way, he was soon bending 
over Speckle's nest, where a little 
white head with beady black eyes 
looked up at them, and still an-
other peeped out from between the 
(leathers of Speckle's wing. 

"Do you think there are more 
than two, mother?" asked Doris. 

"We will see," replied Mrs. 
Miller; and gently lifting the hen, 
who was clucking and puffing out 
her feathers, the children saw what 
seemed to them a whole nest full 
of chickens, while broken egg 
shells were scattered about. 

"One, two, three, four, five, 
six, seven," counted Arthur; "and 
there are several eggs, too," he 
added. "I wonder if they are go-
ing to hatch." 

"This one is pecked," said his 
mother; "and here is another. 
Listen!" and holding one of the eggs 
to Doris' ear, the little girl could 
hear a faint "cheep, cheep," in-
side. 

"Oh, mother, can it ever get 
outr' she questioned. 

"Yes, dear; but now we will 
take away the broken egg shells 
so they will not hurt these little  

folks, and we will leave Speckle 
to brood her family and keep the 
eggs warm till the little prisoners 
inside find their way out as their 
brothers and sisters have done." 

During the next few days the 
children took great pleasure;  in 
feeding their little feathered 
friends, and soon Speckle was 
walking proudly about the yard, 
while the chicks kept closely be-
side her all the time. The chil-
dren loved to watch this interest-
ing family, and learned many use-
ful lessons from it. While the 
chickens were very small the 
mother hen moved about slowly, 
stopping often to rest while the 
little ones nestled under her wings. 
She would call them in coaxing, 
persuasive tones whenever she 
found a choice morsel to eat, and 
they ran very quickly whenever 
she called. Sometimes they would 
get on her back, and again, they 
would peck at her comb. 

One (thing that pleased the chil-
dren very much was to see the 
chickens drink. Every time they 
drank they would lift their heads 
and look upward, and Doris said 
it seemed as though they were giv-
ing thanks. Her mother told her 
that just as the chicken lifted its 
eyes toward heaven, so we should 
take our blessings by looking up, 
and acknowledging from whence 
they come. 

There was another lesson the 
chickens taught them. One after-
noon as they were sitting on the 
verandah, they watched Speckle 
and her children as they were 
searching for worms after a 
shower. Soon she gave a special 
call, and the chickens ran, each 
one eager to get there first. One 
of them grabbed the worm she 
held, and instead of waiting to 
divide it with the others, he ran 
away as fast as he could to eat it 
all by himself. The rest wanted 
it as badly as he did; and they 
ran back and forth, sometimes 
tumbling over one another, till, 
at last, one of them succeeded in 
snatching it from the first, and 
then all began to try to get it 
away from him. 

"How selfish they are," said 
Arthur. 

"Yes," replied his mother, "in 
this respect they are much like 
ourselves, for we often want the 
best things, and feel unwilling to 
share them with those who would 
enjoy them as much as we." 

There was still another lesson 
Arthur and Doris learned from the 
chickens,—that was the lesson of 
obedience. "Cluck, cluck," said 
Speckle. "Come children, here is 
your breakfast;" and every little 
chick ran as fast as his short legs 
would carry him, to get his 
share. "Cluck, cluck, we will go 
this way. now," and not one chick 
stayed behind, or began to cry be-
cause it, wanted to go somewhere 
else."Cluck, cluck;" this time very 
loud. "There is a big bird over-
head, and it may try to catch 
you. Run and hide;" and each 
chick ran for dear life, some hid-
ing under the weeds, or close to 
the fence. 	"Cluck, cluck," this 
time very gentle and low. "It is 
time chickens were in bed;" and 
each little one ran before her to 
the nest, and soon every tired, 
sleepy, little chicken was safely 
sheltered under the mother's 
wings. Not one said, "Cheep, 
cheep; can't I stay up a little 
longer? I don't want to go to 
sleep now;" but as soon as mother 
called they were ready and willing 
to do what she thought was best. 

One evening Doris and Arthur 
were watching them as, one by 
one, the little fellows went to 
bed, while Speckle looked twice as 
large as usual on account of 
spreading out her motherly wings 
to make room for them all. ' Just 
then Mrs. Miller came where they. 
were, and said :— 

"Do you remember what we 
read not long ago in the ninety-
first psalm, concerning the safety 
of those who trust in the Lord in 
the time of trouble?" and then she 
repeated these beautiful words, 
"He shall cover thee with His 
feathers, and under His wings 
shalt thou trust." 

"But we are not obedient, and 
do not go to Him like the chick-
ens, do we, mother?" said Doris. 

"No, darling; and this made 
Jesus say concerning the people 
in Jerusalem, who had rejected 
Him, '0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto 
thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chick-
ens under her wings, and ye-would 
not.' Let us never, never give 
Him grief, and cause Him sorrow 
by refusing His love and protec-
tion." 
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FORGIVENESS.. 

My heart was heavy ; for its trust had 
been 

Abused, its kindness answered with foul 
wrong ; 

So, turning gloonfily from my fellow-
men, 

One summer Sabbath day I strolled 
among 

The green mounds of the village burial 
place ; 

Where, pondering how all human love 
and hate 

Find one sad level, and how, soon or 
late, 

Wronged and wrong-doer, each with 
meekened face, 

And cold hands folded over a still 
heart, 

Pass the green threshold of our common 
grave, 

Whither all footsteps tend, whence none 
depart 

Awed for myself, and pitying my race, 
Our common sorrow, like a mighty 

wave, 
Swept all my pride away, and trembling 

I forgave ! 
—Whittier. 

HELP THE LITTLE FEET. 

A small boy declined to say 
his prayers one night, giving as 
an excuse that he was "too tired." 
But an older sister explained to 
the mother that this wag not the 
true reason; he had declared that 
" there is no use in saying, 
prayers, that God didn't lis-
ten to them." What did the 
mother do in this emergency? She 
wisely refrained from telling the 
child that he was wicked. She 
did not force him to repeat a 
stereotyped form of words, which 
he could not understand, to a 
Being he could not see, anti of 
whom he could form no concep-
tion. She made clear to his in-
fant mind the power of God in 
the gently failing rain, in the 
steady return of day and night, 
and other processes of nature. 
She told of the earthly life of 
Jesus, and as soon as the boy 
realised that the Lord was a liv-
ing presence, he willingly repeated 
his evening prayer from the  

depths of a loving, childish heart. 
This form of scepticism among 
little children is nothing uncom-
mon, but needs to be dealt with ten-
derly and judiciously. What older 
people often mistake in them for 
indifference, is really despondency 
because they "have tried so hard 
to be good" and failed. Let the 
little feet be helped over these 
early stumbling blocks, and the 
pathway of faith becomes easy.— 
The News. 

UNCONSCIOUS REPAIR. 

We all of us regard our dress; 
our food not quite so much, but 
still sufficiently; but few of us re-
gard our sleep in any similar de-
gree, or remember that if a tree 
grows while we sleep, so does the 
body too. Yet as dress clothes 
the body and makes its appearance 
'decent, and as the food builds the 
body and gives it a local habita-
tion and a name, sleep repairs the 
wear and waste of the body, pre-
serves it, and keeps it in running 
order. Yet we seldom stay to 
think of this. 

We must have the clothes; they 
are part of respectability of rank 
and class, and they gratify our 
vanity; if we are pretty, line 
clothes heighten our prettiness; if 
we are not pretty, our clothes are. 
We must have the dainty morsel, 
too; we have a fine appetite, or 
we have a sweet tooth or a crav-
ing for acids; here it is a neces-
sity, there it is a pleasure. But 
sleep! Oh, if worse comes to 
worst, we can do without sleep. 
The piece of work that must be 
done, the letter that must be 
written, the newspaper that must 
be read, each has a claim superior 
to that of sleep. 

There is a book to finish; it is 
absorbing. Why lay it down? We 
can make up our rest in the morn-
ing. But in the morning the 
doors slam, a tram goes by, a 
bird sings, a child laughs, a boy 
shouts, and sleep is at an end. 
And even if no noise breaks the 
silence, even if the creeping light 
is all shut out, the automatic ac-
tion of the mind asserts itself, 
and waking takes place at the 
usual time; and although there 
may be no feeling of fatigue, or 
lassitude at the time, yet the  

system has not had sufficient re-
freshment, and by-and-by, weak-
ened and worn out, it takes its 
revenge. 

The fact that the brain is the 
greatest sufferer from this depriv-
ation ought to' be warning enough 
to the victims. Every thought 
and act and emotion wears away 
the tissue, the substance of the 
brain. It is only during,sleep that 
the brain recreates this substance, 
repairs itself, and makes ready for 
further use; and if it is deprived 
of this opportunity it is by so 
much the worse, it is preparing to 
break down in the early years, it 
is getting prematurely ready for 
senile decay in middle life. 

There are very few people who 
do not need eight full hours of 
sleep. Some exceptional people 
can get along with less; mothers 
and nurses are often obliged to do 
so; but it is good for no one, and 
even they should make up the loss 
by a daily afternoon nap. The 
great number are better for nine 
hours' sleep than they are for 
eight. The body itself requires 
the quiescence,of sleep; the muscles 
enjoy the relative rest; the heart 
needs the prostrate position; and 
we have heard learned physicians 
say that a slight illness is some-
times not a disadvantage to its suf-
ferer, since it supplies that rest of 
the bed which is most beneficial 
and will probably be taken in no 
other NVaV.—Harper's Bazaar. 

A WIFE'S SOFT ANSWER- 

"We were married thirty-seven 
years," said Mr. Gardiner 
Andrews, "and in all that time 
my wife never gave me a cross 
word. But I shall never forget 
the first time I chided her. It was 
on a Sunday morning, when we 
had been married about two years. 
I found a button off my shirt and 
threw it across the room." 

" 'Sew a button on,' I said in 
a harsh voice. She was a good 
Christian woman, and sewed it 
on." 

"And what did she say?" 
asked a little bustling woman 
with piercing eyes. 

"She said 'Forgive me, hus-
band, I had a great deal of work 
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to do yesterday, and forgot it, 
but it shall never happen again.' 

"Oh," said the man, fixing his 
eyes on the picture of his dear 
wife, "her gentle words broke my 
heart. I could have gone down on 
my knees to ask her forgiveness. 
She made a different man of me, 
and the world has been a different 
place since she died."—Selected. 

We, dearest, who in life 
Walk laden heavily 
Should ever face the light, so that, 

Wherever • we may be, 
The heavy burden which we bear 

Its shadows dim may cast 
Not on our forward steps, but on 

The portion we have passed. 

—The American Mother. 

never have occurred in well-venti-
lated apartments. If the reader 
has acquired the habit of scolding 
and really wants to be rid of it, 
she should try to remember each 
time she feels provoked that it 
only makes her look foolish in 
the eyes of the person spoken to 
and those around, and is the 
source of discomfort and unhappi-
ness. By getting into the habit 
of speaking kind words, which 
never die, and seeking to bene-
fit rather than wound others, 
she will escape much displeasure, 
and in time entirely lose the prac-
tice of speaking harshly.—Exchange. 

A true husband will receive his 
wife into the most confiding part-
nership. Woman is neither 
superior nor inferior to man. She  

is only different. A man may 
have a professional secret from 
his wife, but never a personal 
secret. It is well to confide to 
wives business matters. Women 
have an instinct at times superior 
to man's reason.— Kerr Boyce Tup-
per, D.D. 

All Books and Tracts advertised in this paper can 
be obtained from the Echo Publishing Co,, Ltd., 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, or from— 

OUR GENERAL AGENTS. 

Victorian Tract Society, Oxford Chambers, 473-481 Bourke 
St., Melbourne. 

N S.W. Tract Society. 56 George Street, West, Sydney. 
Queensland Tract Society, The Arcade, Edward St.,Brisbane. 
South Australian Tract Society, Hughes St., North Unley, 

Adelaide. 
West Australian Tract Society, 201 Newcastle St., IT. Perth. 
Tasmanian Tract Society, 131 St. John St., Launceston. 
New Zealand Tract Society, 57 Taranaki St., Wellington. 
International Tract Society, all Free School St., Calcutta, 

India. 
International Tract Society, 28a Roeland St., Cape Town. 

South Africa 
International Tract Society, 481 Holloway Road, London, N. 

THE SCOLDING HABIT. 

Scolding is mostly a habit. It 
is often the result of nervousness, 
and an irritable condition of both 
mind and body. A person is tried 
or annoyed at some trivial cause, 
and forthwith commences finding 
fault with everything and every-
body within reach. Scolding is a 
habit very easily formed. It is 
astonishing how soon one becomes 
addicted to it, and confirmed in it. 
It is an unreasoning and unreason-
able habit. Persons who once get 
into the way of scolding always find 
something to scold about. If there 

1(s nothing else, they begin scolding 
at the mere absence of anything to 
scold at. It is an extremely dis-
agreeable habit. It is, contagious. 

a Once introduced into  family, it 
is pretty certain in a short time 
to affect all the members. 

People in the country more 
readily fall into the habit of scold-
ing than the people in town. 
\'/omen contract the habit more 
frequently than men. This may 
he because they live in a confined 
and heated atmosphere, very try-
ing to the nervous system and the 
health in general, and it may be 
partly that their natures are more 
susceptible, and their sensitiveness 
more easily wounded. 

One cause of irritability is the 
drinking of stimulants. Another 
cause is found in indigestion and 
dyspepsia. But "bad air" is un-
doubtedly to be held as the cause 
of many scoldings which would 
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New Zealand camp-meeting at New 
Plymouth, January 14-31, 1904. 

In this number we begin a series of 
three articles by W. Howard James, 
1/1.B., B.S., on the Power of God. This 
series will be followed by another on 
the Nature of Man. We commend these 
articles to our readers, and feel sure 
they will awaken more than common 
interest in every thoughtful mind. 

It is fashionable to-day.to profess be-
lief in the-  word of God, but very un-
fashionable to practice what that word 
teaches.  Those who obey God are 
counted fools, while those who perse-
cute God's servants think they are serv-
ing Him in doing it. This will become 
more marked in the closing scenes of 
earth's. history. 

A contributor to the "Signs" writes: 
"Enclosed you will find two articles 

that I have composed in a few leisure 
moments. I am sending them down for 
you to look them over, 	you think it 
worth while. If they lodge in the waste-
paper basket, good ; if they are suitable 
for insertion in the 'Signs,' better ; and 
if by that means they will help some 
one along the darkened ways of this 
world to see the sunshine of God's love, 
and appreciate it, that certainly is best 
of all." We are glad. to hear from such 
correspondents. 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

We wish every reader of the "Aus-
tralasian Signs of the Times" a "Happy 
New Year." More than this: We intend to 
do all in our power to make it a happy 
one for all by pointing out, as fully as 
the Lord gives the ability, the way of 
peace and happiness. "Whoso trusteth 
in the Lord, happy is he." "Happy is 
he that hath the God of Jacob for his 
help, whose hope is in the Lord his 
God." 	" Yea, happy is that people 
whose God is the Lord." 

COMBINATION OF CAPITAL 

AND LABOUR. 

BY M. C. WILCOX. 

When organised labour forces up the 
wages, producing corporations must put 
up the prices of their products. Little 
or nothing is gained by even organised 
labour, for while the wage is increased, 
the purchasing power of the wage is 
diminished. But the larger number of 
workers can not combine. Some of 
them conscientiously- will not ; many 
can not. Of this class Mr. Baker, in 
his article "Capital• and Labour Hunt 
Together," in "McClure's Magazine," 
for September, 3903, well asks :— 

"But the unorganised public, where 
will it come in ? The professional man, 
the lecturer, the writer, the artist, the 
farmer, the salaried government em-
ployee, and all the host of men who are 
not engaged in the actual production or 
delivery of necessary material things, 
how will they fare ? 

"No one can deny that already the 
great public has had the worst of the 
labour dispute and 'the labour combina-
tion. The public put its hand down in 
its pocket, and paid the price for an 
agreement in the anthracite coal fields—
is paying to-day, will pay to-morrow. 
Now, is there any doubt that ' the in-
come of organised labour and the profits 
of organised capital have gone up enor-
mously, while the man-on-salary and 
most of the great middle class, paying 
much more for the necessaries of life, 
have had no adequate increase in earn-
ings ? 

"We have been sighing for labour 
and capital to get together ; we have 
been telling them that they are 
brothers, that the interest of the one is 
the interest of the other. Here they are 
together ; are we any better off ?" 

What will be the effect ? Simply this: 
It will help to prepare the world for 
that awful battle of. Armageddon, in 
which all governments and organisations 
of earth will sink to utter destruction; 
"For the day of the Lord of hosts shall 
be upon every one that is proud and lofty, 
and upon every one that is lifted up, and  

he shall be brought low. . . . And the 
loftiness of man shall, be bowed down, 
and the haughtiness of men shall bt 
made low ; and Jehovah alone shall be 
exalted in that day." 

Th! SIDNEY SAHITAR1U111  

Gives special attention to the treatment of 

Rheumatism, (lout, Paralysis, 
Bright's Disease, Diabetes, Dys-
pepsia, Diseases of the Nervous 
System, Diseases of Women, etc. 

The aim of the Sanitarium is to cure the 
patient, and not merely to remove a few dis-
agreeable symptoms. It furnishes a place 
where the sick may receive medical treat- 

ment by rational methods. 
CORRESPONDENCE IS INVITED. 

SYDNEY 'SANITARIUM 
WAHROONGA (NEAR SYDNEY) N.S.W. 

BUSINESS NOTICES. 

Short Business Notices will be pub-
lished in this column at a minimum 
of 3/- per inch per issue, payable in 
slilvance. 

FOR SALE.—A fine block of orchard 
land on the Maitland Road, Cooran-
bong, nearly' 6% acres securely fenced 
and rung ; 2% acres of which are cleared 
and sub-divided for garden, and about 
I% acres planted with young fruit trees 
and vines. House 28 x 24, which has 
been built with the object of extending. 
An early sale is imperative, as the 
owner is preparing to engage in Mission 
work in Malaysia.—Apply F. W. 
REEKIE, Lanton, Cooranbong. 

FOR SALE.—At Dora Creek, N.S.W., 
orchard, 8% acres-3 acres principally 
under apple trees, also plantain trees, 
lemons, loquats, peaches, passion vines, 
grapes, etc.; two acres maize and pump-
kins, 3% under good grass. A four-
roomed house with detached kitchen, two 
good sheds, also fowl house and yard; 
river frontage, close station, about three 
miles from Avondale School. For fur-
ther particulars apply W. N. WEBB, 
Avondale, Cooranbong. 
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