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INTERNATIONAL COM-
PLICATIONS.

D —

Events in the ‘‘Far East’ are

assuming larger proportions as-

the days go by. What at first
promised only to be a quarrel be-
tween Russia and Japan, has now
developed into something of almost
a world-wide ' nature. Should
Russia succeed in establishing its
claim to control the province of
Manchuria, the Powers recognise
that the ports of that country
would be practically closed to
trade. The. possibility of such a
contingency naturally draws other
nations into the dispute. The
United States of America, in order
)ﬁ further develop its trade with

anchuria, has concluded a treaty
with China to open to foreign
commerce the cities of Moukden,
the capital of Manchuria, and
Antung, an important port on the
Yalu River.

This action has been regarded
by Russia as ‘‘unfriendly and un-
diplomatic;”” but the American
Government, throughits Secretary
of State, declares that it will not
allow its relations with China to
be supervised by Russia. Great
Britain, through its Prime inis-
ter, has openly avowed its deter-
mination to carry out all 1its

" treaty obligations to Japan.

Russia will naturally hesitate
before embroiling herself in a con-
test which may ultimately mean

A Glimpse of Australian Scenery.

a war with two such Powers as
Great Britain and America, and
it is to be hoped that the possibil-
ity of such a vast international

entanglement may force Russian
diplomats to adopt more concilia-
tory measures in dealing with this
Japanese question.
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That the maintenance of the
peace of the world should rest
upon the decision of a few men
who are likely in a moment of
weakness to offer an affront to a
bellicose enemy, and consequently
plunge the world in a calamitous
war, is a 'matter for grave reflec-
tion. Think ofdit! What possibil-
ities of disaster and world-wide
ruin hang upon the decisions of a
few men; nay, perhaps upon the
decision of even one man. The
‘Sydney Daily Telegraph,” writ-
ing on this momentous subject,
says —

“The war rumours now filling the world
with fears of an immediately impending Arma-
geddon, show how much the mass of mankind
remain still at the mercy of the handfal of
diplomats to whose keeping the peace of nations
has always to be entrusted. It is not too much
to say that an unduly heavy supper, causing
this or that statesman to experience a bilious
attack on a particular day, might be the proxi-
mate circumstance leading to a world-engulfing
cataclysm. There is a certain stage reached
when everything depends on the temper
of the strongest personality in the coun-
cils of the nation. It is he who will decide
whether the two disputing countries shall go to
war or not, and on that decision hangs, per-
haps, the question whether other nations, with
no immediate concern about it, will also grapple.
The people of England and France are at the
present time on terms of perfect amity and
goodwill. And it is to the material interests
of each that this state of affairs should con-
tinue. A war between them, no matter
how it eventuated, would mean an incalculable
disaster for both. They each realise that,
and are therefore mutually anxious that noth-
ing should occur to disturb the harmony of the
present happy relations subsisting berween
them. But there is a serious strain between
the diplomats of Russia and Japan, with the
tension at such a pitch that the momentary
1oss of temper by some negotiator on either side
might be the means of plunging those two
nations into war. And what then? Possibly
a world-wide conflagration, beginning with
France and England, and ending— no one can
conjecture where.”

Twelve batteries of artillery
which were made at Creusot,
France, to the order of the Boers,
but which were not delivered ow-
ing to the termination of the war,
are now being negotiated for by
the Bulgarian sovernment.

A defence fund of £1,000,000 is
being raised in America by liquor
dealers in order to wage a bitter
war on all who are antagonistic
- to their business. This sum ap-
pears large, but the profits which
are made by the manufacturers
and vendors of the soul-destroying
liquor are so emormous that the
“trade” can ‘well afford to sub-
scribe a large amount in defence
of the business.

" near Bristol.
. was issued to advertise the service
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STRANGE DOCTRINE FROM A
PROTESTANT PULPIT.

The rapid development of Papal
ideas in the Protestant church
should arouse all true friends of
Protestantism to a sense of the
danger that confronts us. Reports
of an alarming mnature are con-.
stantly being made of the tendency
in many Anglican churches in the
motherland to introduce Papal
practices into their services. So
much apathy and indifference are
manifested towards this danger,

that we feel constrained once again -

to sound a note of warning.
News comes from England of a
“‘requiem for the departed’® which
was held in an-Anglican church
A circular which

set forth that ‘‘the holy Eucharist”
would be ‘‘offered for departed
members of the English Church
Union, and especially of the
Bristol District Union.”” After
picturing. the agonising sufferings
of the departed, the preacher ap-
pealed to his audience as follows :

“Is there anything I can do
for them, anything to help them
towards their release; anything
possible, that they might sooner
see God?"

He then portrayed the departed
to be in g state of bondage, wait-
ing for deliverance, which depended
to a large extent on the exertions
of the church,

How foreign is this to the
teaching bf the Bible -and the tenets
of Protestantism! Where in the
Scriptures are we exhorted to pray
for the dead; or where do we read
of the departed awaiting deliver-
ance from their sufferings and
torments, which deliverancde de-
pended to a large extent on the
exertions of the church? Verily,
this is “‘another gospel’’ than that
which was preached by the
apostles, and therefore ‘“‘accursed.”
Gal. 1 : 6-9. Many deceptions and
delusions of Satan, clothed with a
counterfeit innocency, are being
wafted in every part of the world
with such subtleness that only
those who are built upon the
“‘sure foundation,” and who know
the ‘‘voice of the true Shepherd,”’
can escape.
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Over 200,000 railway employees
in the United States of America
are now wearing the ‘‘railroad.
temperance button.”

A plan is expected to be put
into operation shortly, by which
the citizens of London and New
York will be able to converse with
each other by telephone.

A serious flood, which resulted
from the bursting of a reservoir
near Bloemifontein after heavy
rains, is believed to have caused
the death of sixty persons.

The dividends paid on Standard
0Oil stock for the year 1903, are
stated to amount to nearly £9,-
000,000. The president of the
company, who holds the largest
interest in the trust, drew th
immense sum. of £5,720,000 for hi
share of the profits.

It is estimated that . 6,100
monks and nuns, who have been
expelled from France, have settled
in England, and that these per-
sons have brought sums of money
with them amounting to £4,500,-
00o. We may expect that such an
addition to the working force and
the funds of the Roman Catholic
Church in FEngland will be the
means of creating a large increase
in the aggressive efforts of that
ecclesiastical body.

Scientists are said to be much
interested in the discovery recently
made in a coal mine on the R
farm, south of Cherokee, Kansas.’
The miners found embedded in the
fire-clay below the second vein of
coal, at a depth of fifty feet, a box
made of bark containing three
arrowheads crudely made of flint
rock. The two veins of coal had
not been disturbed, and the find
seems, therefore, to prove that
human life antedated the carbon-
iferous era. Persons who have be-
lieved the Bible have known this
all along. The work done by the
flood, as explained in the book of
Genesis, accounts for the coal
beds, and many other things over
which scientists have been stumb-
ling for many years. The scien-
tist who will study the formation
of the earth’s crust in the light of
the Bible account of that great
cataclysm, wiil - learn something
that he will never know as long as
he continues to -doubt the word. of
God.—S¢lected.
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MORNING MERCIES.

O who can say in the morning
How fierce will the trials be?

What difficult paths may be trodden,
- What griefs may encompass me?

The whole wide' world is sunlighted;
But I see not an hour before,

What new, strange sorrows or dangers
The future may have in store.

O speak to me in the morning,
Lord, of my every day!
Thou art my great Director
As I pass to the hidden way;
If I hear Thy voice in the morning,
I open the day with song,
Forth shall I go to conguer,
Thy presence shall make me strong.

— Anonymous.

CHARACTER BUILDING.

BY MRS. E, G. WHITE.

““The law of the Lord is perfect, con-
verting the soul; the testimony of the
Toord is sure, making wise the simple.
The statutes of the Iord are right, re-
joicing the heart; the commandment of
the Lord is pure, enligntening the eyes.
‘The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring
for ever; the judgments of the Lord are
true, and righteous altogether. More to
be desired are they than gold, yea, than
much fine gold; sweeter also than honey
and the honeycomb. Moreover by them
)js thy servant warned; and in keeping of
"them there is great reward. Who can
understand his errors? cleanse thou me
from secret fanlts, Xeep back thy ser-
vant also from presumptuous sins; let
them not have dominion over me; then
shall I be upright, and I shall be inno-
cent from the great transgression. let
the words of my mouth, and the medi-
tation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy
sight, O Lord, my strength and.my Re-
deemer.”’ Ps. 19 : 7-I4.

Without holiness no man can
have an entrance into everlasting.
life, and the question of deepest
“interest to each one should be, Am
I meeting the requirements of the
law of God?
just, and good, and God would
have us daily compare our actions
with this, His great standard of
righteousness. Only by close ex-
aminations of self in the light of
God’s word can we discover our
deviations from His holy rule of
right. Through faith in Christ
we may overcome these defects in
our character; for He desires that

That law is holy,.
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we shall ‘‘cease to do evil,”” and
‘learn to do well.” In Him we
may have pardon for past failures,
and in His strength grow up to
be perfect men and women in
Christ Jesus.

The more closely the Scrip-
tures are studied, the more
clearly shall we understand the
true character of our thoughts and
actions. But thousands put the
Bible on one side for the same
reason that Ahab hated Micaiah.
Because it prophesies evil against

the sinner, they claim that they

find objections and contradictions
in God’s word. While professing
to be open to conviction, they al-
low prejudice to hold sway, and
refuse to see the truth which that
word reveals.

Self Deception.

There 1is another class who
profess to keep the command-
ments of God; but their course of
action shows that they do not re-
vere His law, or make it the rule
of their lives. They prefer their
own imaginations and inclinations
to God’s holy truths and require-
ments. These persons deceive
themselves. They robe themselves
in the garments of their own
righteousness, which God has de-
clared are ‘“‘as filthy rags.”” They
think that they are rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and know not
that they are wretched, and miser-
able, and poor, and blind, and
naked. It was to this class that
Christ referred when He said,
‘“‘Not every one that saith unto
Me, Lord, I.ord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of My Father
which is in heaven. Many will
say unto Me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in
Thy name? and in Thy name have
cast out devils? and in Thy name
done many wonderful works? And
then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from Me
ve that work iniquity.”’

It is impossible to deceive the
Lord, or to hide anything from
Him. He is acquainted with all
our ways; He is a witness to all
our works; He understands the
thoughts and intents of the heart;
He keeps a record of the deeds
done in the body; and in the day
of final reckoning, each will be
judged accoraing to his works.

In the probationary time
granted us here, we are each build-
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ing a structure that is to have the
inspection of the Judge of all the
earth. This work is the moulding
of our characters. KEvery act of
our lives is a stone in that build-
ing, every faculty is a worker,
every blow that is struck is for
good or for evil. The words of
inspiration warn us to take heed
how we build, to see that our
foundation is sure. If we build
upon the solid rock, pure, noble,
upright deeds, the structure will
go up beautiful and symmetrical,
a fit temple for the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit.

Love is the principle that un-
derlies God’s government in heaven
and on eartn, and tnis love must
be 1interwoven in the life oi the
Christian. The love of Christ is
not a fitful love; it is deep, and
broad, and full. Its possessor will
not say, ‘‘I will love only those
who love me.” The heart that is
influenced by this bholy princifle
will be carried above everything
of a selfish nature.
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Learn of Christ.

With many of Christ’s professed
followers there is a desire to be
thought first. But when the heart
is one with Christ, this spirit will
not be manifested. Christ was
‘‘meek and lowly in heart,” and
He invites us to learn of Him.
The Christian is daily to take ad-
vance steps on the ladder of pro-
gress, ‘‘casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalt-
eth itself against the knowledge
of God, and bringing into captiv-
ity every thought to the obedience
of Christ.” Character is formed
by patient industry, unwearied ap-
plication.

The character of Christ is the
standard which the Christian is
to . keep before him. His aim
should be to possess those graces
that were exemplified in the life of
Christ in humanity; for only in
the possession of these can he
honour his Redeemer, and render
him the oblation of a pure heart.

The religion of Jesus Christ is
not merely to prepare us for the
future, immortal life; it is to en-
able us to live the Christ life here
on earth. Jesus is not only our
Paitern, He is also our Friend and
our Guide, and by taking hold of
His strong arm, in living connec-
tion with Him, and partaking of
His Spirit, we may walk ‘“‘even
as He walked.”
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USE YOUR BIBLE.

I think there are some persons
who imagine that there is a sacred
quality in a family Bible lying on
a centre table, and who have the
© same sort of regard for the book
that lies there, that some other
people have for the value of a
horseshoe nailed over the door;
and the one is as good as the
other, The Bible that is un-
opened is at best of value only as
a respectinl profession that you
are not exactly an infidel. The
Bible that is to lay hold on you

is a Bible that you lay hold

upon.—Lyman Abbott.

THE NATURE OF MAN.

THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD.
»

BY W. HOWARD JAMES, M.B.,B.S.

“So God created man in His own
image, in the image of God created He
him; male and female created He them.”
Gen. 1 : 27.

Some maintain that this state-
ment proves the immortality of
man, and that because God is im-
mortal, therefore man must be
also. This inference can at once
be seen to be fallacious, for by the
samme reasoning could we not con-
clude that man is also omnipotent
and omniscient?

Paul tells us that the King of
kings and Lord of lords ‘‘only hath
immortality, dwelling in the light
which no man can approach unto.”
1 Tim. 6:16. We of course un-
derstand that God includes the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but
even then some think this state-
ment is too sweeping. Are not
the holy angels of God immortal?
—We are nowhere informed that
they are. We know of one class of
angels that form no exception to
this declaration, and FEzekiel
speaks of their leader, the devil,
under the heading oi the king of
Tyrus, as {ollows :—

*“Thon "sealest wup the sum, full

of wisdom, and perfect in beanty.
‘Thou hast been in FEden the garden

of God. Thou art the anointed
cherub that covereth; and 1 have set
thee so. . . . Thou wast perfect in thy

ways from the day that thou wast cre-
ated, till inigquity was found in thee. . ..
Therefore will 1 bring forth a fire from
the midst of thee, it shall devour thee,
and I will bring thee to ashes upon the
earth in the sight of all them tbat be-
hold thee. All they that know thee

among the people shall be astonished at
thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never
shalt thon be any more.”” Hze. 28:
12-19. .

The devil is thus seen to be
mortal, and if the angels of
heaven are fmmortal, this immor-
tality must have been conferred
on them since the devil and his
angels parted from their ranks.

Only the Father and the Son
have life in themselves—‘‘For as
the Father hath life in Himself,
so hath He given to the Son to
have life in Himself.”' John 5:
26. Fternal life can only come
through Jesus Christ. “The
wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Loord.” Rom.
6 :23.

Fternal life will be conferred
on the righteous at the first resur-
rection, as described in 1 Cor. 15,
and also, and most probably at
the same time, on the angelic host;
for the mystery of God's will is
‘‘that in the dispensation of the
fulness of times He might gather
together in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven and
which are on earth; even in Him."”
Evph. 1 : To. ‘

The death of Christ brings eter-
nal life to the whole family of
God, and Paul bows in gratitude
to God in acknowledgment of
this fact—'‘For this cause I bow
my knees unto the Father .of our
Iord Jesus Christ, of whom the
whole family in heaven and earth
is named.”” Eph. 3 :14, 15. The
heavenly members of God’s family
are thus included in the common
salvation through Jesus ‘Cuarist.

Our next arucle will deal with
the three stages in the creation of
man as found in Gen. 2 : 7.

FOUR GRAND ARGUMENTS.

There are four grand arguments

for the truth of the Bible. The
first * the miracles on record,
the second the prophecies, the

third the goodness of the doc-
trine, and the fourth the moral
character of the penman. The
miracles flow from divine power,
the prophecies from divine under-
standing, the excellence of the
doctrine from divine goodness, the
character of the writers from
moral purity. Thus Christianity
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is built upon these four immov-
able pillars—the power, the under-
standing, the goodness, and the
purity of God.

The Bible must be one of these
things—either an invention of
good men or angels, or of bad
men or bad angels, or a revelation
from God. But it -could not be
the invention of good men or
angels; for they neither would nor
could make a book telling lies,
and at the same time saying,
“Thus saith the Lord,” when they
knew it all to be theiriown inven-
tion. It could not be wicked men
or devils; for they could not make
a book which commands all duty,
which forbids all sin, and which
condemns them to. all eternity.
The conclusion is irresistible; the
Bible must be given by divine‘
revelation.—Religious Telescope.

THE SPEAKING BLOOD.

It is true, blood can sneak, and
has a voice, and articulation in
the ear of God. There are mil-
lions of sounds below the hearing
of our ears, which God and angels
can hear. God can hear the very
thonghts we think. Every time
we think a thought, a little mole-
cule of the brain is consumed, and
has to be repaired while we sleep.
The action of the mind on the
brain, consuming the brain tissue,
produces an infinitesimal explosion
similar to that of striking amatch
in order to liberate the phosphorus
and make a flame. 7These minute
thought explosions in the brain
are heard as distinctly by the
Almighty God as we hear a peal
of thunder. God heard the blow
of Cain’s club on the head of
Abel, and heard the sound of the
rushing blood from his wounds,

-and the moans and prayers of the

-

dying man, and heard the sound
of thedrops of blood on the ground,’
and said ‘‘the voice-of Abel's blood
cried to Him from the ground.”’
That cry was for justice, for per-
fect equity and righteousness. A
cry that was perfectly lawful.
But when Jesus shed His blood, it
uttered a voice far beyond the
blood of Abel. The blood of
Jesus has a voice. The eternmal
Father heard every drop of blood
that gushed from the body of His
‘dear Son, heard the sound as they
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fell on the earth, or on the by-
standers, heard the thoughts in
the brain of Jesus as He hung on
the tree; and more, He heard the
beating of the heart that supplied
th lood; and more, He heard the
boundless love in that heart and
brain, the fathoniless compassion,
the infinite merit that was in the
blood by virtue of it belonging to
His divine Son. KEvery drop of
that precious blood cried with in-
finite pathos for mercy, compas-
sion, ‘Father, forgive them,”
“Father, sanctify them.” This
was the voice beyond martyrdom,
it was atonement, it was the sac-
rifice of love, and hence it speaks
better things than the blood of
Abel. We must not only be justi-
fied through that blood, but have
our nature washed in it, and then
’feed on it, till our whole soul and
life has its character, and we are
turned into the same pure love
that poured that blood out with
such lavish prodigality. “‘These
are they who have washed their
robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb."’—G.D. Watson,
D.D.

YIELDING TO GOD,

BY F. M. WILCOX.

The apostle to the Gentiles ex-
horts us (Phil. 2 : 12), *“Work out
your own salvation with fear and
trembling.”” How many of us
have read no further in this chap-
ter, but have jumped at the con-
clusion that by our power and
might and wisdom, by agonising
and striving, we were to accom-
plish the work in and of ourselves!
And how often have we failed in
our strivings against sin, and
cried out, ‘O wretched man that I
am! who shall deliver 1ae from
"the body of this death?” But if
we could have realised that, while
we were to work, it was (3od who
was to furnish the power, truly
would it have saved us many fail-
ures and many discouragemeits.
“For it is God which worketh in
you, both to will and to do of
His good pleasure.”

God in us, then, wills and does.
“I am crucified [or dead] with
Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of
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God, who loved me, and gave
Himself for me.” Gal. 2:20.
Christ, then, is to do the work.
But what are we to do?—Yield
ourselves into His hands, to be
used and guided by Him.

And yielding does not imply a
state -of ease and indifference,.
Submission and yielding to God
sometimes mean the fiercest con-
flict. With Moses it meant a
passage through the Red Sea; with
Paul, enduring scourging and im-
prisonment; with Daniel, to be
cast into the lions’ den. But
whether in the sea or in the den,
under the lash or suffering ship-
wreck, the God of all comfort fur-
nished the support and the con-
solation for His trusting children.

THE NAME OF POWER.

BY W. R."CARSWELL.
Acts 3:16; 4 :12.
Lord, teach me what to speak;
Lord, tell me what to say,
That I may help the souls who seek
To walk the upward way.
How can the weak be strong ?
How may the dying live ?
What only can remove the wrong,
And blessed cleansing give ?

The answer soundeth clear,
“Tis Christ, and He alone,

Can strength and courage give for fear—
Life to the dying ome.

Sweet cleansing from all sin
In His shed blood is found ;

And while His Spirit dwells within
The fruits of grace abound.’’

“ Then tell of Jesus' love,
Speak of His saving power,
Exalt His name all names above
By living Christ each hour.
So shall you surely find
Souls to the Lord you'll bring,
And cleansed by grace in heart and mind
Present them to the King. .

AS IN NOAH'S DAY.

“As it was in the days of
Noah, so shall it be also in the
days of the Son of man.” Tuke
17 : 26,

How was it in the days of
Noah? The record tells us that
“‘they did eat, they drank, they
married wives, they were given in

marriage, until the day that Noah:

entered into the ark, and the flood
came, and destroyed them all.”
In other words, they were pursu-
ing . their accustomed rounds of
business and pleasure, as though
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nothing wunusual were coming.
And all this time Noah was
preaching the message of a coming
flood, by which the world would
be destroyed. He was proclaim-
ing the word of the Lord; but they
regarded it not.

Among those who perished in
the flood were many wise men,
after the worldly sort,—men of
great intellectual power, and high
mental attainments. The giant
strength and long life of the men
of that age gave them the oppor-
tunity to attain great knowledge;
and men trusted in their own
knowledge, which. laughed at the
idea of a flood, rather than in the
simple word of the I,ord. In this
respect, and others as well, the
present age presents a parallel
with that of Noah.

In the midst of,their self-glori-
fication ‘‘the flood came, and took
them all away.”’ In this respect,
also, the present age will be par-
allel to that of Nogh. When the
Son of man comes, there will also
tome destruction upon the earth,
and not a ‘‘temporal millennium.”-
God warned the antediluvian world
by a special message; He cannot
send another destruction without
a like warning. A message must
therefore precede the ‘‘days of the
Son of man.”” But the world will
go on in its accustomed way,
planning for a continuation of this
present state, justified in its

) 53

- course by worldly wisdom. And

when men will be saying, ‘‘Peace
and safety,” sudden destruction
wiil come upon them, and they
will not escape.”” 1 Thess. 5: 3.

The all-important question,
therefore, for every individual, is,
What saith the word of the Lord?
What men say,—even the most
learned of them,— is not to be
compared with this. *“The world
by wisdom knew not God,”’ and
still knows Him not. The wisdom
of man cannot comprehend God,
His purposes, and His ways. If
we trust to that wisdom, we
shall surely be overtaken without
shelter by the coming storm!—
Fresent Twuth.

“If light and truth are within
our reach, and we mneglect the
privilege of hearing and seeing it,
we virtually reject it; we are
choosing darkness rather than
light.”
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THE SABBATH OF THE LORD

Sermon preached at the Royal Park, Melbourne
Camp-Meeting, by Pastor E. W. Farnsworth, and
stenographically reported for “Australasian Signs
of the Times” by Mz, H. Stockton and Miss E.

Jones.
(Coneluded.)

“This man [Joseph] went unto Pilate,
and begged the body of Jesus. And he
took it down, and wrapped it in linen,
and laid it in a sepulchre that was
hewn in stone, wherein never man before
was laid. And that day was the prepara-
tion, and the Sabbath drew on. And
the women also, which came with Him
from Galilee, followed after, and beheld
the sepulchre, and how His body was
laid. And they returned, and prepared
spices and ointments; and rested the
Sabbath day according to the command-
ment. Now upon the first day of the
week, very early in the morning, they
came unto the sepulchre, bringing the
spices which they had prepared, and cer-

. tain others with them.’— iuke 23 : 52-
56; 24 : I.

Please consider this text care-
fully, because if you will it will
help you very much in under-
standing several phases of this
question. Remember that Luke
wrote his Gospel about the year
sixty-five of the Christian era,
at least thirty years aiter
Christ had returned to heaven,
and you will see how the Holy
Spirit here speaks of the Sabbath
in this scripture. Here we have
three days brought to view.
““That day was the preparation,
and the Sabbath drew on.”” First
we have what was called ‘‘the
preparation day,”’ the day upon
which it is generally conceded that
Christ was crucihed and hung
upon the tree. He died about
three o'clock in the afternoon, and
later in the day Joseph came to
Pilate and begged permission to
take His body. This was a little
while before the Sabbath; for you
will remember that the Sabbath
begins at sunset. The Lord in-
structed His people, saying, “‘From
even unto even shall ye celebrate
your Sabbaths.” Lev.23:32. ‘*And
at even, when the sun did set,
they brought unto him all that
were diseased,”’ etc. Mark 1 : 32.
The text last quoted. shows that
‘‘even’’ commenced when the sun
went down; and also that in the

- Haster
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time of Christ the Sabbath ended
at that time, for the people brought
their sick to be healed, g thing
they would not do during the Sab-
bath. Before the Sabbath came
they took the body of Christ down
from the cross, wrapped it im
linen, Joseph and Nicodemus
brought the spices, and they
buried Him as well as the time
would permit. The holy women
then returned home to prepare
spices and ointments; but while
they were preparing them, the
sun went down in the west, and
the Sabbath came. The text says
“‘they rested the Sabbath day ac-
cording to the commandment.”

So we have brought to view,
first, the ¢ preparation day;”’
second, ‘‘the Sabbath according to
the commandment,”” and now a
third day is introduced—'‘Now
upon the first day of the week
[the next day], very early in the
morning, they <came unto the
sepulchre bringing the spices which
they had prepared.”” Luke 24 :1.
Note it carefully: First we have
the preparation day, which was
Friday. Second, we have ‘‘the
Sabbath day according to the com-
mandment,” and then followed
‘‘the first day of the week,” when
they came to the sepulchre. What
name is given to the day of the
crucifixion in your church festi-
vals? What do you call the day
on which Christ was crucified?

Voices: ‘“‘Good Friday.”

Very well. And what do you
call the day on which He rose
irom the dead?

Voices: ‘‘Faster Sunday.”’

You have located Friday
and Sunday as well. But the text
says that ‘‘the Sabbath according
to the commandment’’ came right
in between Good Friday and
Easter Sunday. Now what day
comes betwegen Good Friday and
Faster Sunday?—The seventh
day, the Sabbath according to
the commandment.  You have lo-
cated the days all right, and I am
sure you can see now where the sev-
enth day comes in. The disciples
understood when the Sabbath day
according to the commandment
came, and that Sabbath day came
right in between Good Friday and
Sunday, and please re-
member that the day that comes
between Good Friday and Faster
Sunday is the Sabbath according
to the commandinent. Then, my
friends, why not keep it?
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Sometimes when I get to think-
ing' of this matter I am perfectly
overwhelmed with the evidence
the Lord has given us on this sub-
ject. There is not a question in
all the book of God made so clear
and so definite as this question of
the Sabbath. Sometimes I hear
people say, ‘“You tnake that clear
enough, but then, I want to hear
the other side. I want to tell you
there is no other side to it. When
God speaks there is no other side;
and when God says the seventh
day is the Sabbath, what He says
is true.

' While attending a meeting not
long ago, after I had fnished
speaking a minister stood up in
the congregation and said:—

f‘What do you keep the com-
mandments for, anyhow?”

While I was looking at him il‘
astonishment, he asked:—

“What do you keep the fourth
commandment for, anyhow?"’

I said to him, ‘‘What do you
keep any of the commandments
for, anyhow? Answer that ques-
tion in regard to the nine, and
you have my reason why I keep
the other one. 1 keep the com-
mandments because I love God,
“‘and this is the love of God that
ye keep His commandments.” I

- John 5 : 3.

. No, it is not a cross; it is not
a burdem; it is not bondage to
obey God. I tell you, that man
alone knows what ireedom is who
obeys God and keeps His com-
mandments. 7The psalmist says
“Y will walk at liberty, for I seel‘
Thy precepts.” Ps. 119 :45. The
commandments are a law of
liberty to man. James 2:1I2.
He who breaks God’s command-
ments is the one who is in bond-
age, and not the one that keeps
them.

What was it that caused the
death of Christ? What wasit that
nailed Him to the tree and put
Him to death? It was the sins of
the world. It was your sin; it
was ‘'mine, that constituted the
load that wrung from His lips the
agonising cry, “My God, My God,
why hast Thou forsaken Me?’ It
was outr sins that put the Son of
God to death. But what is sin,
my friends? God says that sin is
the transgression of the law; that
is it exactly. Look at it a meo-
ment, if you will. What is the
transgression of the law?—It is
doing countrary to what the law
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says. When a man takes God’s
name in vain, it is sin; it is the
transgression of the law. I John
3:4. That law says to you and
to me, ‘“‘Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy. Six days
shalt thou Ilabour and do all thy
work, but the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God. In
it thou shalt not do any work.”
That is what God says. When a
man goes out every Sabbath mofn-
ing and does his ordinary work,
his common work, on that day, is
he not doing what God says he
should not do?" Is henotviolating
that commandment every time he
does it? He may do itignorantly,
but whether he does it ignorantly
or not, when he does his common
work on the seventh day, which is
the Sabbath day, that man is
violating the commandment of
God. When a man sins he nails
Jesus Christ again to the cross.

I do not care whether he breaks.

the fourth, the third, the fifth, the
tenth, or any other—whenever a
man transgresses God’s command-
ments, he nails Jesus to the cross
again, and by his action says:
“Let me take the nail and the
hammer, and I will pierce His
hands and His heart anew.

The reason I keep God's com-
mandments is, first, because He
tells me that I should; and, second,
I love my Lord and my Saviour,
and I cannot bear the thought
of crucifying Him afresh and put-
ting Him to an open shame. I
cannot, I will not, tolerate the
thought of sinning against God
and putting Christ to death again,
I obey the commandments because
I love my Lord. That is why I
keep them all. I know it isformy

good to keep them, and because I

cannot bear to grieve my Saviour.

What I say as a man amounts
to very little; but when God speaks
then you ought to heed it, and in
the name of God I ask you to do
it for Jesus’ sake.

I believe there ought to be edu-
cation in missions from the cradle,
and then, as the child’s mind and
heart are inspired with a desire
for the uplifting of manxind, the
fire to be fed with fuel appropri-
ate to the measure of the child's
intelligence,—P.erson.
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OPENING OF AVONDALE
SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN
WORKERS, 1904.

The school year began on an
ideal summer day, and there was
a large attendance at the opening
exercises, held in the school chapel
at ten o’'clock Tuesday morning,
January 12.

The chapel presented a pleasing
appearance. The platform had
been enlarged during the vacation,
and newly carpeted. The follow-
ing teachers were present :—C. W.
Irwin, J. E. Fulton, J. H. Paap,
Mrs. J. H. Paap, F. I,. Chaney,
Mrs. Chaney, Miss Hattie Andre,
Miss Minnie Hawkins, Mrs. S.
Boyd, Mrs. C. W. Irwm and Mrs
A. Daniels.

The exercises embraced a Scrip-
tural reading, Isa. 42, and prayer
by Pastor XK. H. Gates, followed
by an address on ‘‘the Book of
books,” by Pastor G. B. Starr,
who said : ‘‘Recognising the Bible
as the first and prime factor in all
true education is what gives to
the Avondale School its peculiar
character among the educational
institutions of Australasia; and
because of its devotion to the
Book of books, makes it to many
of us the ‘‘school of schools.”
This is why you have left behind
you -the schools in the - bruates,
ffom which you have come, and,
at additional expense, you have
come here for training and educa-
tion. While you will find use for
other books in their place, those
who wish to be most suceessful
in all lines will give the first place
to ‘‘the Book of books.”

Bible studies prepared ﬁrst
daily, strengthen and sharpen the
intellect for all other studies. T hey
give a good balance to the mind,
strengthen the will and the memory,
fix the purpose, steady the cour-
age, and inspire hope. 7To these
sentiments, it was evident, the
older students expressed hearty

~approval.

Pastor E. H. Gates, Superin-
tendent of the Polynesian mission
field, followed with a few earnest
remarks on the qualification of a
true missionary, endorsing what

had been said in reference to Bible.

study.

The Principal of tne‘school,r

Prof. C. W. Irwin, gave valuable
and practical advice to new stu-
dents, quoting several extracts
from a new work on character
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building, by Booker T. Washing-
ton. ‘““Some of the rocks ahead”
were faithfully pointed out, and it
was stated that just in proportion
as the student learns to surmount
difficulties, will he accomplish the
high purpose for which he came to
the school, and for which it exists.

The first week there was an at-
tendance of one hundred and thirty
students, and the number is con-
stantlv increasing. It is confi-
dently . expected that the school
will be larger than it has beéen
any previous year.

Daotes...

It is proposed to hold a great
Sunday-school convention at Jer-
usalem this year. A steamer has
been chartered to convey about
700 delegates who are expected to
go from America.

Brethren J. L. McElhaney and

‘'F. W. Paap, who have been labour-

ing in Taree, New Soutn Wales,
report that a company of twenty-
two have accepted the truth in
that place.

At the annual business meeting
of the church at Perth, W.A., held
January 3, 1904, officers were
elected for the ensuing year, and
the financial report showed an in-
crease in the amount contributed
to missions, for the poor and
various other lines of work. Last
yéar the church paid £453 15s.
3%4d. as tithes.

Encouraging progress was re-
ported at the annual business
meeting of the Windsor church.
Twenty-one members were ad-
mitted to church fellowship during
the year. A new church building
had been erected, and £200 paid
into the conference treasury. One
worker in the church had sold
nearly 7,000 copies of the ‘“‘Aus-
tralasian Signs of the Times,” 243
copies of ‘‘Good Health,” besides
other papers and books. The
members of the missionary society
had circulated 6,000 copies of
“Signs'’ during the year, besides
other literature. Omne of the mem-
bers, who is himself blind, is pre-
paring tracts in the Braille sys-
tem, and has met with consider-
able encouragement in his work.
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GOD MAKES HISTORY.

The second chapter of Daniel is
a record of a great conflict between
‘truth and error, between the old
and the new. Daniel and his com-
panions had been in training for
three years. The final examina-
tion came. It would appear that
the king himself conducted it, and
accepted the four young mean as
specially fitted to stand before
him.

“And in the second year of the reign
of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar
dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit
was troubled, and his sleep brake from
him.” Dan. 2:1I

The text says it was in the
second year of Nebuchadnezzar.
Daniel had already been in
Babylon three years, and this
king was on the throne when
Jerusalem was captured. How,
then, could this be his second year?
The explanation is to be found in
this fact—Nebuchadnezzar reigned
two years conjointly with his
father, Nabopollassar, and from
this point the Jews recsoned,
while the Babylonians reckoned
from the, time he commenced to
reign alone, after the death of his
father. Hence, the year here men-
tioned was the fourth of Nebuchad-
nezzar’s reign accoraing to Jew-
ish reckoning, and the second ac-
cording to Chaldean chronology.
It thus appears that the very next
_year after Daniel completed h}s
course of study, God, by His
providence, brought him into
"sudden and wonderful notoriety.

Babylon the Great.

God makes circumstances. In
this way He brought a knowledge
of Himself, not only to the king,
but also to the whole world
through the king. This instance
'shows how easy it is for God to
create circumstances tnat will
glorify Himself when He can find
‘instruments through whom He
‘can work—men who will be true
to Him.

Babylon was built by Nimrod,
the grandson of Noah, and both
the city and its tower seem to

.tion to God and His plans.
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have been built in direct opposi-
Gen.
10 : 8-10, margin; 11 : 1-9., Satan
worked through Nimrod, and the
people whom God had told to fill
the whole earth gathered into a
city in the plains of Shinar. They
built a city in opposition to the
will of God. )

Babylon grew amazingly. Its
mighty walls, sixty miles in cir-
cumference; its fifty massive gates
of brass; its magnificent gardens
and beautiful parks; its river run-
ning through the city, were all de-
signed to imatate the strength and
beauty of the city of God. The
earthly city was a pattern of the
heavenly, as far as its builders
could make it such. 7The govern-
ment was an absolute monarchy.
A man occupied the throne, and as
the kingdom increased, every knee
was compelled to bow to its king.
Tyranny took the place of love.
It must always be so when man
is exalted above God. Religion
was closely united with the State,
for no power was tolezated
above the king. Thus the city
and kingdom grew till it was
known everywhere as ‘‘Babylon,
the glory of kingdoms, the beauty
of the Chaldee’s excellency.’”” Isa.
I3 :19.

The Mission of Israel.

The Babylonian kingdom brought
all the principal nations of earth
under its control. God designed
that His people Israel should have
been as a light to this great na-
tion from their home land; but
when they departed from Him and
refused to carry the light of God
to the world, He ‘‘scattered them
with a whirlwind” into all parts
of the earth, so they would carry
a knowledge of Himself and His
truth to the different nations.

But now let us revert to the
narrative again. Being in per-
plexity on account of his dreams,
the king called all the wise men
of different classes in the city.—

‘“Then the king commanded to call
the magicians, and the astrologers, and
the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to
show the king his dreams. So they came
and stood belore the king.”

« And the king said unto them, I
have dreamed a dream, and my spirit
was troubled to know the dream.”

“«Then spake the Chaldeans to the
king in Syriac; O king, live forevei: tell
thy servants the dream, and we will
show the interpretation. The king
answered and said to the Chaldeans,
The thing is gone from me; if ye will
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not make known unto me the dream,
with the interpretation thereof, ye shall
be cut in pieces, and your houses shall
be made a dunghill. But if ye show the
dream, and the interpretation thereof,
ve shall receive of me gitts and rewards
and great honour; therefore show me
the dream and the interpretation there-
of.”” Dan. 2 : 2-6.

These wise men professed to be
able to foretell future events, to
reveal hidden things; wnerefore the
king’s demand was not unreason-
able. If they could interpret a
dream, might it not be expected
they could tell what the dream
was? \

A Desperate Situation.

The wise men cunningly sought
to gain time, for their situation
was ‘indeed desperate. But the
king was determined to test the
value of their claim to have in-
tercourse with other worlds, andg
he urged,

““Tell me the dream, and I shall know

that ye can show me the interpretation
thereof.”” Verse 9.

At last they were obliged to
confess :

““There is not a man upon the earth
that can show the king's matter; there-
fore there is mno king, lord, nor ruler,
that asked such things at any magician,
or astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a
rare thing that the king requireth, and
there is none otlier that can show it be-
fore the king, except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh. For this
cause the king was angry and very furi-
ous, and commanded to destroy all the
wise men of Babylon.”” Verses 1o-12. -

The acknowledgment wrung
from the wise men that none but
the gods, whose dwelling was not
with flesh, could reveal the king’sd
secret, was an admission that they
knew no more than other men, and
that they had practisea fraud and
deception. But the king, now
thoroughly aroused, would no
longer be a party to tneir deceit,
and in anger and fury he gave com-
mand for all the wise men to be
slain.

The opportunity for the wit-
nesses of the true God to bear
their testimony had come.

“Satan uses the listless, sleepy
indolence of professed Christians
to strengthen his forces, and win
souls to his side.”

“God has given us His word
that we may become acquainted
with its teachings, and know for
ourselves what -He requires of us.”
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‘ Bvery little floweret

Which growing up you see,
Every little pink shell

You've gathered by the sea,
Every little thing that lives,
In earth, or sea, or air,

God has made and watches over
With His loving care.”

HONEY AND PERFUME.

One dewy morning an ill-
’natured bumblebee flew grumbling
over a clover field. Looking into
so many cheerful faces, as the

clovers turned their heads up to

look at him, made him crosser
than ever; and the bee finally made
a spiteful dart at a jolly, red-faced
clover, who seemed especially
happy, and mumbled in her ear,—

“YVou ridiculous thing! You
wouldn’'t look so pleasant if I
should sting you.”

The clover seemed not in the
least disturbed. “I should give
you a smell of the perfume of the
meadows,’’ she replied.

“Perfume,”’ boomed the indig-

nant bee; ‘‘perfume! What do I
care for perfume?”
. ““Then I should offer you a
.ftaste of honey; it is good to
sweeten things,”’ innocently re-
plied the red-faced clover, bowing
to a passing butterfly, who was a
good friend of hers.

“‘Honey! honey! Do you sup-
pose anything of consequence can
waste time on such trifles? Honey
and perfume, indeed!”

The red-faced clover continued
to smile as serenely as ever, and
began rocking the grasshopper
that had settled on her stalk. But
for all its colour, her face hore a
knowing expression, as she watched
the bee disappear, and she nodded
wisely to some of her neighbours
who leaned their heads together
with an air of understanding.

Meanwhile, the bumblebee
winged his way out of the clover
meadow, to the side of an old
mossy well, where a great tabby
cat was lapping water.

“Ah!" said the bee, ‘‘here is a
creature worth talking to. He

- still had something to learn.
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no doubt knows something more
of life than honey and perfume. I
think I shall take a sip of water
with him, in order to make his
acquaintance.”’ ~

But no sooner had the bee
given his first hum in puss’s ear,
than the latter started fiercely,
and instead of the flattering wel-
come ‘expected, gave his visitor a
blow from his paw, which landed
him, dazed and helpless, under a
clump of ferns. It was quite a
moment before the bewildered bee
recovered from the shock, but
finally he gathered 1p wits and
wings, and, much crestfallen, flew
slowly away again.

Flight through the fresh air
soon revived the strength and
spirits of the conceited bee, and by
the time he had reached the river
bank, his ill-nature had returned
to comfort his wounded pride.

“The rude beast, to treat a
stranger so!”’
nantly; “‘I shall never attempt to
be friends with him again. But
here is a kind-faced cow, sleeping
in the shade. I'm sure she’ll be
glad of my company, while I rest
on her ear a minute, in this cool
place.”

But he had only just alighted
on his chosen perch when the mild-
appearing cow uttered an angry
snort, and, giving her ear a
vigorous twitch, flung the bee
into the water. He floated for a
time helplessly, and no doubt
would have drowned if he had not
drifted near a bunch of leaves,
upon which he crawled to regain
breath. But when, at last, the
sunshine had dried his wings, and
he flew back to shore, it could he
seen that he went more slowly.

Nevertheless, the proud fellow
He
would persist in constantly striv-
ing to do that for which he was
unfitted, or desiring something
that could only bring him harm;
consequently he was always in
trouble. A hawk chased him into
a tree; a cart jostled him in the
dust; a teamster struck at him; a
bird pecked him, injuring one
wing; then he was forced to lie
idle for a time, nursing his hurt
in a thistle-bloom hospital by the
highway.

Being scarcely able to fly at
all; he one day fell into the hands
of a cruel boy, who wanted a
swarm of bees of his own. He
carried a large empty bottle, into

he droned, indig- -
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which he put all the bees, of all
sorts, and into which went our
poor, humbled bumblebee, along

with the rest. '

Here, forced to mingle with
creatures whom, in prouder days,
he would & ‘e scorned, the bumble-
bee began to see how he had
wasted the golden summer days,
together with their greatest beau-
ties and sweetest charms. Then
he began to long for one more
chance to fly in the balmy air.

For several days the captured
bees were imprisoned in a dark
hive, until they were very hungry.
Then one evening, the hive door
was opened, and the bees crept
jovously ont of their prison. The
bumblebee’s wing had become
quite well, and he made a short
trial flight in the orchard, then
rising high, flew swiftly off toward
the pink evening sky. His conceit
and arrogance were gone. He had
lost all desire for the society of
the proud and lofty. He was
hungry, thirsty, and weary, and
so away he went, and strange to
say, without a grumble, but hum-
ming a little song of thankfulness
for life and freedom.

In the clover meadows, the first
thing the bumblebee did was to
seek out the red-faced clover, who
smiled at him as kindly as ever.

“I'm so tired, dear clover,”
said the bee, creeping close to her
heart.

-“Poor fellow!’ she answered,
softly; ‘‘smell the meadow per-
fume; it will revive you.”’

‘“Thank you!” he said, grate-
fully; “and just a sip of your
honey, dear clover, for I am
hungry. O, how good it is!”’

And the red-faced clover laughed
contentedly, and replied, ‘Yes,
the honey is good, and so is the
meadow perfume. I knew you
would say so some day.”

‘How did,you know?'’ asked the
bee.

“Because,” said the red-faced
clover, ‘I have seen the same
thing before.”

And ever since then, bees have
loved clover meadows, and cannot
be happy without a share of their
honey and fragrance..—Minnie Rosilla
Stevens.

Be sure if you do your very
best in that which is laid upon
you daily, you will not be left
without help when some mightier
occasion arises.—~%.N. Grou. .
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HARVEST HYMN.

Once more the liberal year laughs out
O’er richer stores than gems of gold;

Once more with harvest ring and shout,
Is nature’s boldest triumph told.

Our common mother rests and sings,
Like Ruth among her garnered sheaves;
Her lap is full of goodly things,
Her brow is bright with autumn leaves.

Oh, favours old, yet ever new!

Oh, blessings with the sunshine sent!
The bounty overruns our due,

The fulness shames our discontent.

We shut our eyes, the flowers bloom on;
We murmur, but the corn ears fill.
We choose the shadow, but the sun
That casts it shines behind us still.
—John G. Whittier.

THE MINISTRY OF SYMPATHY,

We meet every day persons
weighted with care and sorrow. of
which they do not speak. Their
business life is apart from the
inner life. It is possible to know
them and know mnothing of their
feelings. But observant eyes
could not fail to see the shadow
and to find the reason for it.

The young clerk with whom
you trade every week lost his
mother a few weeks ago. Your
evening paper announced the fact,
but it didn’t tell, what her neigh-
bours knew, that she was the
light of the home, that her boys,
sometimes discouraged because
they got on so slowly in business,
took heart again after they had
talked with her about it. The
young man’s eyes glistened when
a customer, just as he was turning
away, pressed his hand and said
he had heard how much his mother
had been to-her children.

The man who delivers groceries
at your back door had a boy and
girl ill with consumption for a
long time. He has sent-them both
into a better climate, hoping to
save their lives; but it is taking
all he can earn, and he is afraid he
cannot keep them there. A word
of interest from you might give
him new hope. The policeman on
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your street has been laid up for
three weeks, though you have not
missed him. He is just taking up
his duties again, hardly strong
enough to go his round. It would
brighten his walk to know that
you had thought of him while he
was 111, and were glad to see him
back. :

The young woman next door
to you has just become engaged.
It seems to her that no event ever
happened before of such import-
ance; and that no two persons ever
cared so much for each other as
she and her lover do. But the
affair took on an added import-
ance when a neighbour came in to
congratulate her. Her heart beat
faster, her cheek took a brighter
glow, and the world seemed more
beautiful than ever. She is more
ready to do a kindness to any one
than she ever was before, because
you are glad in her happiness.

There will be times, perhaps
have been already, when you will
reach out your hand blindly in the
darkness of a great shadow, hop-
ing someone will clasp it. The
rude or effusive grasp would bring
you only added pain, but youknow
the delicate touch of genuine sym-
pathy that carries healing with it.
If you have known that unob-
trusive ministry, give it to some
other. If you haven't experienced
it yet, learn to give it. Those
who need it are close at hand. It
may be you can change for them
the colour of their sky by a word,
a touch, a look.—Congregationalist.

TO AMUSE BABY.

A baby will be attracted for a
short time by some fine toy that
he can simply look at, but he will
spend ten times as long in putting
pegs into holes in a board comn-
trived for the purpose, or in tak-
ing out, one by one, from a well-
filled basket articles, no matter
what—spools, blocks, clothes-pegs
—anything, so that they are some-
times changed and he does not
tire of the momnotony. Then the
task of putting them all back
keeps him busy for a still longer
time. As baby becomes more dis-
cerning and his fingers more
nimble, a pleasing device for his
employment is a board with vari-
ously shaped holes—round, sguare,
triangular, etc.—with blocks and
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spheres to fit into the various
places. Should these be in bright
colours, his love for colour may
also be gratified, and learning
these colours soon follows. Little
tasks of carrying articles from one
portion of the room to another,
or from room to room, will often
keep the child busy and interested
for hours. A small hammer and
tacks, with a good soft board into
which to drive them, is generally
a delight to any child old enough
not to put the tacks into his
mouth. So simple are the em-
ployments that will satisfy the
little tot, that almost any mother
will find them constantly suggest-
ing themselves.—Selected.

NERVE DESTRUCTION.

BY A. O. TAIT.

Over twelve billion cigars are
used in the world each year. This
does not take into account the to-
bacco used in pipes or smoked in
cigarettes.

Some of the most eminent
physicians of the world say that
it has been demonstrated that
tobacco is a greater mnerve des-
troyer than strong drink. And it
is quite largely true that the man
who wuses tobacco also uses wine
or liquor of some kind.

In view of the vast ammount of
these nerve destroying things that
are being used, is it to be womn
dered at that so many men are
dropping dead in the very prime
of lizte? ‘the strain in business is

- tremendous, and it is growing in

intensity as greed gets a stronger
and still stronger hold on men,
and what may not be expected in
the way of nervous breakdowns?
The nerve-force is being taxed to
the utmost in business, and while
these straining demands are made
on the nerves, they are being reck-
lessly destroyed by narcotics and
stimulants.

There is also another phase of
the situation that should not be
overlooked. This strong, nervous
tension, with these nerve-irritants
and nerve-destroyers being used so
freely, makes the people very ex-
citable. And with the great social
and international problems that
confront the world, it is easy to
see that in the attempt to settle
them, there will be much room for
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strife that will end in the worst as much as possible. For some

of violence.

When a strike is on, the hotels
and tobacco stores are open, and
men who have mnot been in the
habit of drinking very much will
indulge freely. Thus is the fire of
strong drink added to the flame
that is already burning high.
These forces that are working so
strongly are bound to produce
correspondingly  strong  results.
kl‘he conclusion is as inevitable as
the effect that invariably follows
the cause. To close our eyes to
these things is to invite an irre-
sistible and inevitable destruction.

THE OLDEST MAN LIVING.

Manuel del Valle, of Menlo-
Park, San Francisco, U.5.A., i
said to be the oldest man living
who has satisfactory proof of the
exact date of his birth. The cer-
tificate of his birth, which is
signed by the chief mag1strate
gives the date of his birtn as No-
vember 24th, 1745, making him a
hundred and futy-eight years old.

The old gentieman has never
smoked mnor used intoxicating
liquors. He has always taken a

walk each day, and sits in the sun

.only comimon

time his chief nourishment has
been bean broth. He is a devoted
Christian, and gives frequent
prayer as one of the necessities to
long life; also sitting in the sun—
his daily practice.

One of Frances Ridley Haver-
gal's poems tells of an ZAfolian
harp which a friend sent with a
letter describing the wonderful

sweetness of 1ts tones. Miss
Havergal took the harp and
thrummed its seven strings, but

there were no thrilling strains,
music. She then
read the letter again, and found
instructions which she had over-
looked at first. Then she raised
the window and put the harp un-
der the sash. Now the wind
swept over the strings, and the
room was filled with melodious
strains which no fingers of man
could have produced. Only when
the breath of heaven blew upon the
harp could its marvellous music
be brought out. The human soul
is much like a harp. Human fingers
call out much that is lovely and
sweet, but it is only when its
chords are swept by the breath of
heaven, by the Holy Spirit, thatits
noblest music is called out.—
Selected.

One of the New Books
just out.
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AN EXCELLENT
VOLUME

to Study in connection
with.....
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ITS CHAPTER DIVISIONS ARE AS
FOLLOWS:

Christian Education.

The World's Education,

The Essentials of Knowledge.

The Secret of the Great Apostasy,

The Greek or ** Scientific Method ” to-day.

The Beparation of Christianity and the State,

The Bible's Right to Supreme Place in Christian
Education.

The Education of Daniel.

‘What was Taught in the School of the Prophets.

The Study of Wisdom,

The Study of Knowledge.

The Study of Science.

The Study of Mental Science.

The Study of Moral Science.

The Study of Physical Science.

The Study of Physical Science—~Anatomy.

The Study of Physical Science—Healing.

The 8tudy of Physical Science—Physical Culture,

Literature, History, Law, Logic.

The Failures of Popular Education.

246 Pages.
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OUR GENERAL AGENTS, or
ECHO PUBLISHING COMPANY, LTD.
North Fitzroy, Melbourne, Victoria, Aust.

All Books and Tracts advertised in this paper can
be obtained from the FEcho Publishing Co., Lid.,
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, or from—

OUR GENERAL AGEXNTS.

Victorian Tract Society, Ozford Chambers, 473-481 Bourke
St., Melbourne.

N.S.W. Tract Society, 56 George Street, West, Sydney. .

Queensiand Tract Society, The Areade. Edward St., Brisbane.

South Australign Tract Society, Hughes 8i., North Unley,
Adelaide. .

West Australian Tract Society. 201 Newcastlé St , W, Perth.

Tasmanian Tract Society, 131 8i. John 8i., Laumeston

New Zealand Tract Soclety, 37 Taranaki St Wellington.

International Tract Sociely, 39/1 Free School St., Calcutta,
India.

International Tract Sociely, 28a Roelund St C’ape Town.
South 4frica.

International Tract Society, 451 Holloway Road, London, N
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According to an official statement,
the total number of Bulgarians killed in
the disturbances in Furopean Turkey,
during ‘the last seven months, has been
15,000. '

Try the music on the preceding page.
If you think it good, send 2/I0 to this
office, and receive in return a copy of
“Christ in Song,”’ & hymnal containing
over seven hundred excellent hymns and
sacred songs.

Organised labour threatens to with-
draw $300,000,000 from the banks in the
United States wunless organised em-
ployers cease damage suits against la-
bour umnions. This, labour predicts,
would cause a financial panic.

A remarkable trial of the Kishinefi
rioters began November 20, 1903, in a
special Russian court, and was expected
to continue until after the beginning of
the new year. . There are four hundred
prisoners. The final judgment of man-
kind on the Xishineff affair may be
determined somewhat by the results of
this great trial. Is it to be a farce, or
a stern attempt to do justice?

During the past five years many stu-
dents have gone to Japan to prosecute
their studies from India, China, Siam,
and Korea. ‘Ten years ago there was
not a single foreign student in the gov-
ernment schools in Tokyo, but in 1903
there were more than two hundred in
her various educational institutions.

AUSTRALASIAN SIGNS OF THE TIMES

While Japan was sending young men
and women to F:ivope and America to
be educated, she aas now become the
‘'schoolmaster of Asia.””> The number of
foreign students is increasing rapidly

every year.

EDUCATION.

The ‘‘Australasian Signs of the Times”
of March 7 will be a special issue, con-
taining sixteen pages filled with choice
matter on the principles of true educa-
tion. This will be a valuable number to
place in the hands of parents, teachers,
members of school boards, and all who
are interested in the education and
training of children. It will be sent
postpaid to any address for one penny
per copy. Orders may be sent direct to
this office or to the Tract Societies.

SUFFERING AMONG THE POOR.

Managers of the New York charitable
institutions are expecting to be called
upon to meet greatly increased demands
for. help during the winter months. It
can scarcely be otherwise, owing to the
fact that at least 50,000 men of the
building trades were idle during most
of the summer, that probably 160,000
more were out for a long period because
of lockouts or strikes, and that somme
15,000 are still without work. Thus the
workers were obliged to draw on their
savings, or run up hills, because any
allowances from the unions were wholly
inadequate. Present earnings must go
to meet current bills, and very many
will have mnothing to fall back upon
when snow comes.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.

Under this heading we will give a list of single
cash subscriptions to the® Australasian Signs of the
Times.” When sending money, if your name, and the
date when your subscription expires, does not_appeas
within a reasonable time, please write to this office.
w——

Miss F. M. Hickox, Clunes, Viec., 4/6,
Jan. 3, 1I1905. Mrs. A. R. Barker,
Zeehan, Tas., 4/6, Jan. 11, 1905. Mr,
M. Noack, Loower Burdekin, Q'land, Jan.
11, 1905, J. H. Thompson, Eugowra,
N.8.W., 5/-, March 2, 1905. Miss Good-
hart, Avondale, N.S.W., Deec, 31, 1904,

4/6. Mrs. A. Corker, Balingup, W.A.,
4/6, Jan. 3, 1905. Mrs, 1. Shaw,
Claremont, W.A., 4/6, Jan. Io, 1905,
Mrs. I. Miller, Barton, Vic., 4/6, Jan.

I1, 1905. Mr. W. Richardson, Parra-
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matta, N.S.W., 4/6, Dec. 31, 1904. Miss
B. V. Rose, Laura, S.A., 4/6, Jan. II,
1905. Mrs. S. Stephenson, Mayfield,
Q’land, 4/6, June 30, 1905. Mr. J.
Poulton, Parramatta, N.S.W., 4/6, Dec.
3I, 1904. Mrs. S. N. Walter, Laura,
S.A., 4/6, Dec. 31, 1904. Mr. . Gardner,
Langhorns Creek, S.A., 4/6, June 30,
1905. Mr. G. Ward, Clare, S.A., 4/6,
June 30, 1905. Mrs. G. Thompson, War-
burton, Vic., 1/6, March 30, 1904. Mrs.
Caldwell, Portarlington, Vic., 4/6, Dec.
"31, I90o4. Mrs. K. North, Fern Tree
Gully, Vic., 4/6, Dec. 31, 1904. Rev. W.
Webster, ““The Manse,’ Qakleigh, Vic.,
4/6, Dec..31, 1904. Mrs. Rowlngs, St.
Leonards, Tas., 4/6, Dec.22, 1904. Mr.
M. Baker, Auckland, N.Z., (2 subs.) 13/-,
Jan. 11, 1905. Miss L. M. Fishe,
Angaston, S.A., 5/-, April 4, 1905. Mrs.
H. Clarke, Annandale, N.S.W., 4/6, Jan.
3, 1905.
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[* STONEY SAMITARIM

A HYDROPATHIC INSTITUTRE.
Gives special attention to the treatment of
Rheumatism, Gout, Paralysis,
Bright’s Disease, Diabetes, Dys=
pepsia, Diseases of the Nervous
System, Diseases of Women, etc.
The Remedies Principally relied on
are Water, Massage, Electricity, Etc.

The aim of the Sanitarium is to cure the

patient, and not merely to remove a few dis-

agreeable symptoms. It furnishes a place

where the sick may receive medical {reat-
ment by rational methods.

CORRESPONDENCE IS INVITED.

SYDNEY SANITARIUM
WAHROONGA (NEAR syDsEY) N.S.W,

e ———— — — —

BUSINESS NOTICES.

Short Business Notices will be pub-
lished in this column at a minimum
of 3/- per inch per issue, payable in
agvance.

A good, serviceable copying-press for
sale. Light in wel ™t, good lever,
double screw, just the thing for persons
travelling, or for home use. Price, 17/6.
Apply “Signs of the Times,” North
Fitzroy, Victoria.

) Printed and published by the Echo PuBLISHING
ComrANY, LTD., 14, 16, and 18 Best St,, North Fitzroy,
and registered as a newspaper in Victorla,
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