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Tanzania Union
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Central African Union

DeWitt S. Williams,
Congo Union

Phaise J. Salhany,
South-East Africa
Union

Bob E. Jacobs,
MV Department Secretary
Trans-Africa Division

Merle L. Mills,
President,
Trans-Africa Division

AT THE FIRST World Youth Con-
gress, held in Zurich, Switzerland, re-

sponsibility for the Trans-Africa dele- couragement and inspiration. Two

Ivan M. Piercey,
Zambesi Union

gation, its display booth and a myriad
of detailed arrangements lay in the
hands of Pastor B. E. Jacobs, Division
MV Department secretary, and his
seven colleagues (seen here), with
Pastor Merle L. Mills, president of the
Division and chairman of its executive
committee, adding his counsel, en-

James D. Runkel,
South African Union
Conference

hundred delegates represented Trans-
Africa, some of whom manned our
display booth in the administration
hall. African curios, black and white
photos, and coloured slides attracted
many visitors, and interest in the
work of the TAD was evident from
their many inquiries and comments.

John G. Evert,
Southern Union
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First World Youth Congress'

Zurich, Switzerland, Europe

THE CLEAR decisive tones of three
trumpets in unison hushed the vast
congregation of twelve thousand into
silence. The place, Zurich’s famous
Hallenstadion; the date, Tuesday,
July 22, 1969; and the hour 8.00 p.m.
The first World Youth Congress was
about to begin!

Preceded by several enjoyable
musical items, the official opening was
performed by Pastor Robert H. Pier-
son, president of the General Con-
ference, who received a rousing ova-
tion from the assembled delegates.
Highlighting the program was an ad-
dress by the mayor of Zurich, who
expressed his appreciation for the ef-
fort being put forth to guide and as-
sist our youth of today, and his
pleasure that Zurich had been chosen
as the venue for such a large gather-
ing of Seventh-day Adventist young
people. President Ludwig von Moos

July 22-26, 1969

of the Swiss Conference sent his wel-
come in letter form, stating that “The
future here, as in all parts of the
world, rests in the youth. Therefore,
may a good spirit in your congress
here in Switzerland lead to a peace-
ful future through a highly correct
understanding and moral foundation
to which you also are bound.”

Pastor Theodore Carcich, a vice-
president of the General Conference,
urged the youth of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church to “Stay in the
Race,” and find the answer to today’s
problems. He was the guest speaker
for the opening session, and maintain-
ed that others before us have had their
problems to face and have solved
them “without pulling the establish-
ment down on their heads.” He en-
couraged our young people to be per-
severing and courageous and “stay
in the race until it was won.”

Theodore\ E. Lucas,
World Leader,
MYV Department

COVER: While twelve thousand Seventh-
day Adventist youth gathered in Zurich,
this city was celebrating the 450th anni-
versary of the Zwingli Reformation. In
1519, Huldreich Zwingli, a farmer’s son
from Toppenburg who became a priest,
began opening the Holy Scriptures to
worshippers in the Grossmiinster (Great
Minister) in Zurich. In our cover picture
the Grossmiinster is seen with the statue
of Hans Waldmann, a national hero, sil-
houetted against the flood-lighting of this
magnificent church.

LEFT: An associate secretary of the Gen-
eral Conference Ministerial Association,
Pastor Earl E. Cleveland, was the speaker
for the three morning addresses. His topic
was “There IS a Way”—Out, Through,
Up—for today’s young people: out of
their problems, through to Jesus Christ,
and up in dedication and surrender. Pas-
tor Cleveland is ranked as one of this
denomination’s most powerful speakers,
and his messages were of real practical
help and uplift to his audiences.
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platform were 46 flags from the principal
nations of the world, while on the opening

ground, was converted into a congress
hall with a seating capacity of 15,000. A
large platform, 6 feet high by 140 feet
wide by 60 feet deep, was erected at one
end, and the erstwhile racing area was
filled in with chairs. Standing erect on
a semi-circular wall at the rear of the

night, towering tall and straight above
them, the Swiss flag was given pride of
position. Around it but at a lower level
two delegates from each division planted
their division’s MV flag. Covering the
back entrance of the platform was a large
map of the world, on which Africa was

FROM THE EAST they came, from
the far north, from behind the Iron
Curtain and the Bamboo Curtain, from
the Americas, Cuba and Alaska, from
Africa, from Asia and Europe, twelve
thousand Seventh -day Adventist
young people, to the first World Youth
Congress, held in Zurich, Switzerland,
from July 22 to 26, 1969.

In the short space of three days, by
means of computers, the twelve
thousand delegates were housed in
hotels, rooms, and school classrooms
converted into dormitories. This mam-
moth task would have taken months
by conventional methods. Three meals
a day for all those hungry mouths was
no easy undertaking for any catering
business but this feat was success-
fully and quickly executed by having
the food prepared and wrapped in ad-

the centre.

vance and the main dinner-hour dish
in cellophane containers needing only
to be dipped into tubs of boiling water
in order to heat it just before con-
sumption.

In an adjacent building, an auditor-
ium cared for overflow congregations
in separate meetings with outstanding
speakers such as Pastors W. R. Beach,
W. Duncan Eva, J. J. Aitken, and
Theodore Carcich. In the administra-
tion wing, the Zurich Main Post Office
ran a mini-post office to care for dele-
gates’ incoming and outgoing mail,
and the telephone department opera-
ted a small telephone exchange for
our convenience. Swissair had a plane
booking desk next door to the Infor-
mation counter, and the Treasury
Department of the General Conference
helped delegates and visitors with

money exchange matters. The world
divisions and several of the General
Conference departments had display -
booths on the ground floor, and work
booths in the basement. Both the Re-
view and Herald Publishing Associa-
tion and the Swiss Publishing House
displayed and sold the latest books
just off the press. Among these was
Pastor Pierson’s new book, Though
the Winds Blow which he personally
autographed for purchasers.

The souvenir and postcard sellers
did a brisk business and during the
heat-wave which the city experienced
while we were there, cool drinks and
ice-creams were in constant demand.
Arrangements were made whereby
those wishing to have cool drinks on
the Sabbath could purchase tickets
on the Friday, which could be ex-
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AN EFFECTIVE public address system
carried the spoken word up to the far-
thest galleries, and modern devices helped
to care for the problem of the transla-
ting of programs into the major languages
of the world.” From the platform only
English and German were used but in
eleven booths erected just off the plat-
form, along both sides of it, interpre-
ters translated the message of the hour.

Those wishing to hear the message in a
language other than English or German
were supplied with small earphone-
equipped transistor radios, and by a turn
of the dial they could pick up the lan-
guage desired. Flood and spot-lights were
effectively beamed from machines on
scaffold-like platforms 20 feet high on
both sides of the auditorium.

changed for drinks during the Sabbath
hours.

During each of the three morning
sessions, reports from the world di-
visions were given when delegates in
colourful national costumes created a
“United Nations” atmosphere. The
Trans-Africa Division report was top
of the list in this series and under
the leadership of Pastor Bob Jacobs,
the audience heard of the witness of
seventy-five thousand young people
in Trans-Africa, and of the quadren-
nium target of fifty thousand youth
won to-this message and baptized by
General Conference time.

In their report, the Central Euro-
pean Division presented an old theme
in a modern setting—the spread of
light throughout Germany from the

Reformation and the printing of the
Bible, and by the use of lanterns the
spread of the light of the third angel’s
message was depicted.

A program on three major problems
facing youth on a world-wide scale—
materialism, sex, and dope addiction,
was presented by Dr L. Trader of Ger-
many on the Wednesday afternoon,
and a spectacular “Keep Fit” display
was given by young men from An-
drews University on the Thursday
afternoon, showing skill in endurance,
balance and precision.

During the evening session on the
Wednesday, the three host divisions,
the Central, Northern and Southern
European Divisions, gave interesting
and colourful performances of folk-
lore. There was a special ceremony
of tossing the flags, Swiss yodelling,

and the playing of an alphorn. A group
from Finland performed a national
game with a large ball. On the Thurs-
day evening, the remaining eight
world divisions each presented a fur-
ther program, at which time flags
from many countries were carried by
nationals in costume.

The Friday afternoon of the Con-
gress was pronounced a free after-
noon, for all except a select group of
young people who spread out across
Zurich in “public witness.” Small
groups, each of which included a
choir, soloists, instrumentalists, and
a guest speaker, conducted Share
Your Faith meetings in parks and pub-
lic places in the city, making known
to the local populace something of
the work and beliefs of the Seventh-

day Adventist Church.
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TRANS-AFRICA’S
DELEGATION

Our Quartet from the Southern Union performed very creditably and presented an impressive ap-
pearance in their national costume. They are: Isaac Nkosi (Ist Tenor), Abraham Sekgaphane (2nd
Tenor), Timothy Mtshali (Baritone), and Seth Sibeko (Bass).

Ephraim Mvuti was Solusi College’s dele-
gate. He felt that ‘“the Zurich World
Youth Congress has united the Advent-
ist young people of the world more than
ever before. Despite differing ethnic back-
grounds our youth can rally behind their
Master, Jesus Christ, for the finishing of
the work. This great Congress revived
my spirit to serve my Master more
earnestly. The fact that thousands of
other young people all over the world
are witnessing for Him gave me special
encouragement and incentive to be a Jonas Rwagasana and Zabron

faithful witness also.” the drums du
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At the desk (extreme left) is Ivan M. Piercey of the Zambesi
Union, relating a thrilling experience of a faithful witness in
Zambia, while the Trans-Africa Division delegates in national
costumes formed a semi-circle on the large platform. The
MV department secretary of each union is holding the flag
of the country in which his union is operating.

Forming part of the Trans-Africa .
delegation, Teresa Smit (left) and Justan Nkumba of Malawi addressed the Congress on the Friday

Judy Mattison of South Africa morning, telling of his experience in his witness for the Lord.
stand with James D. Runkel, MV
Department Secretary, South Afri-
can Union Conference. The ladies
are in South African Voortrekker
costume.

o of the Central African Union performing on
ans-Africa Division program.
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BIERVENUE

The large
WELCOME sign
outside the
Hallenstadion
where the
meetings were
held.

Music of the Congress

MUSICAL ITEMS throughout the
Congress—and there were many—
were of a very high standard. Soloists,
duetists, and instrumentalists were
specialists in their fields, and choirs
from Poland, the United States,
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Scandin-
avia, and elsewhere were under ex-
perienced and capable directors. A
massed choir of hundreds of young
voices was assembled at the com-
mencement of the Congress, and un-
der the direction of Wayne Hooper of
the Voice of Prophecy in the United
States, rendered several items inclu-
ding the ‘“Hallelujah Chorus” from
Handel’s Messiah.

Manuel Escorcio,
whose singing
was one of the
blessings of the
Congress, says,

Singing-evangelists Sunny Liu and
Charles Brooks combined their God-
given gift of song with the preaching
of Pastors Pierson and Cleveland
when appeals for consecration were
made.

Our male quartet from the Southern
Union (seen on page 6) performed
their several items very creditably,
and the bamboo orchestra from the
Philippines (pictured here) evoked
much interest. One outstanding solo-
ist was Mervyn Whittaker, a whistler
from Australia whose clear melodic
notes reached to the far recesses of
the great auditorium, like a bird trill-
ing its carol of praise in the spring-
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time. From our hospital in Berlin a
quartet of nurses’ voices was sweet
and appealing. A flute solo was given
by Veikko Friman of Finland and
there was a men’s trio from Monte-
morelos, Mexico. From India came a
Tamil youth group, singing to the ac-
companiment of a guitar, and vocal
soloists included Kathy Tetz from
North America, G. DeMeo from Italy,
and our own Manuel Escorcio from
Helderberg College. Van Knauss did
yeomen service at the electronic organ
at all meetings and others assisted at
the piano as accompanists. The Ger-
man brass band and the Csammer
violin and piano ensemble gave added
variety to an already rich selection
of musical items.

Anton Jacobsen of Bulawayo ex-
pressed his impressions of the Con-
gress by saying: “The Congress was
a great success. I am sure every-
one who attended gained some-
thing spiritual from it, either from
the Sabbath services or from one
of the many outstanding choirs.”

Bamboo orchestra from the Philippines.

“It was really
marvellous to be
with God’s young
people of this
last generation
in a united
Advent family.
Everything was
wonderful, from
the opening of
the Congress to
its very last
minute. Those
days spent there
were a concrete
and positive
blessing to us
all.”
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THE SABBATH OF THE
CONGRESS

A “FESTIVAL OF MUSIC” ushered
in the holy hours of the Sabbath on
the Friday evening, and in this pro-
gram an international flavour was
created as choirs, quartets, soloists
and instrumentalists from all parts of
the world praised the Father and the
Son in song and music.

Pastor Theodore Lucas gave a short
address on consecration and sounded
a special appeal to the thousands of
young people in his audience to be
vigorous witnesses in every area of
their individual influence.

“Heaven help us stand for some-
thing lest we fall for everything,”
urged Pastor R. H. Pierson during his
Sabbath morning divine service. “This
is the day that requires great courage
of Adventist youth, the day when
youth are tempted to acts of impurity
because ‘everyone is doing it Dare
to be youth of courage and character,”
he said. He concluded his sermon with
an earnest appeal to those young
people who had never before given
their hearts to the Lord to signify
this decision by standing to their feet.
From all over that vast congregation
young people stood, not en masse and
not because their friends were stand-
ing, but in ones and twos. This was

Miss FEileen Lehnberg of the Sentinel
Publishing Association was a delegate
from South Africa. Eileen says that the
Youth Congress was particularly geared
to meet the needs of the youth in the
church, though the youth in a needy
world were not overlooked. Programs
were arranged with fantastic variety,
presenting exciting endeavours by youth
in action for Christ; also, thrilling, never-
to-be-forgotten displays in “youth inter-
national,” giving in song and pageant a
glimpse of the beauty of national culture.

The many activities, in which we can
all have a part, proved that there need
never be a dull moment in the life of a
Christian youth. There is sufficient to
satisfy all the demands of a young person.

TRANS-AFRICA DIVISION OUTLOOK

a truly thrilling sight, one that must
have brought joy to the loving heart
of the Saviour.

“Music of the Spheres” was the
title of the Sabbath afternoon musical
program, and again the unity of all
nations in Christ was demonstrated as
singers and instrumentalists brought
into one program the music of heaven
as expressed in different languages
from around the world field.

Later that afternoon Pastor Lucas
explained the latest MV soul-winning
plan, the “One-to-One” program,
while in mime young people on the
platform demonstrated just how neigh-
bours and friends can be effectively
approached and interested in our be-
liefs. This program in its execution
was impressive and unforgettable and
of practical help to those who might
be shy or new in the great work of
soul-winning.

Pastor Neal C. Wilson, who is no
stranger to Trans-Africa, having spent
some years of his youth in Malawi

9

and South Africa while his parents
were missionaries to our Division,
made the final appeal of the Congress
when he followed through from Pastor
Pierson’s call to consecration in an
address on Commitment. Pastor Wil-
son said: “A personal relationship
with Jesus Christ is the first neces-
sity for anyone seeking to help the
world—and himself. . . . When the
Saviour told His followers to go into
all the world, He gave them a faith
that could be adapted to all peoples,
all nations, all classes of men.”

Finally the last blessing was pro-
nounced by Pastor Lucas, and this
great concourse of God’s people dis-
persed—the first World Youth Con-
gress had ended! The following day,
Zurich, the city to which the first
Seventh-day Adventist missionary
went in 1874, returned to its normal
way of life, as delegates and friends
left by plane, road and train for their
homes in the four corners of the
earth.

Pastor Robert H. Pierson, president of the General Conference, pauses for a few
words of welcome to old friends.

IMPROVING ONE’S TALENTS
A valuable new subject. (A teen-ager would need a
responsible person as his assistant/guide.)

HOW TO STUDY

Books: A set of 8 lessons

“On Becoming an Educated Person.”

“Learning to Learn.”

Optional: A record, entitled, “How to Study and Why.”
Price: Approximately £7-0-0 (R14) (depending on postal charges to your

address) .
Apply: Home Study Institute,
Box H.G. 100, :

Highlands, SALISBURY, Rhodesia.
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Above: The delegates of a sister division, Inter-America, hold Below: Young men from Andrews University, Michigan, U.S.A.,
aloft the flags of the countries within their division’s borders. in physical fitness display.
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REPORTING ON
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

“Hoe gaan dit?” These were the first
words with which Pastor Robert H.
Pierson greeted me when I unexpectedly
met him in Berlin while I was on fur-
lough. Quite a conversation in Afrikaans
followed, and 1 was surprised that Pastor
Pierson still remembered so much of the
Afrikaans he had learned while serving
in this Division. When I met him again
in Zurich at the World Youth Congress
our greetings were again exchanged in
Afrikaans. This little courtesy from the
president of the General Conference made
me realize how much regard he contin-
ued to have for the believers in our Di-
vision.

Pastor and Mrs Merle L. Mills, still on
furlough in the United States, wrote that
at last during the month of August they
were able to relax a little and set them-
selves to the important task of replenish-
ing the mind and body in preparation for
a further term of service. Up until then
their program of appointments and ser-
vices had been heavy.

The wedding of their son Myron, to
Pamela, daughter of Dr and Mrs A. W.
Babienco of California, took place on July
20. This was indeed a joyous occasion
for Pastor and Mrs Mills and the OUT-
LOOK offers them sincere congratula-
tions.

The Division family at headquarters
recently welcomed Miss Muriel Bosch and
Miss Doris ten Cate, both from the
Southern Union. Miss Bosch replaces Mrs
Loris Smith who has changed her name
to Mrs Kenneth Webster, and Miss ten
Cate replaces Miss Fiorna Thomson who
has also changed her name. She is now
Mrs Winston Roberts.

Pastor W. W. Fordham of the Regional
Department of the General Conference
has arrived in Kigali, Rwanda, Central
Africa, for the start of his evangelistic
campaign in that city. This campaign is
being held in the new Kigali church
which has a seating capacity of 500.
Three sessions had to be conducted on
the opening night to accommodate about
1,500 people who attended. A Bible class
is being taught by Pastor Zefaniya Rut-
wa, a departmental secretary of the East
Rwanda Field.

The Tanzania Union recently welcomed
Pastor and Mrs Ronald Spear into their
ranks. These missionaries served for a
number of years in the Congo and Cen-
tral African Unions, and during their
ab§ence from Trans-Africa, were mission-
aries to Hawaii.

Another “ex-TAD” missionary to be
welcomed back is Miss Tabea Matter who
is now serving at Heri Hospital in Tan-
zania.

It is with real regret that a farewell
has had to be expressed to the Reinhard
Engel family of the West Congo Field.
For health reasons these missionaries
have returned to Germany.

Pastor and Mrs Lloyd E. Biggs were
recent visitors to headquarters. Some
may remember Pastor Biggs as the secre-
tary-treasurer of the Zambesi Union back
in the mid-1920s. The Biggses were ac-
companied on their African tour by Dr
and Mrs Robert L. Wyckoff and their
two daughters.

Special greetings were sent through
the editor to our believers in Trans-
Africa from Pastor and Mrs W. Duncan
Eva, the S. G. Maxwells, the C. T. Ban-
nisters, the Ernest Logans, with Angela
and Heather, and the Paul Sundquists,
with Vivianne and Ingrid. These former
missionaries were visited by the editor
while on furlough, and Trans-Africa, its
members, work and achievements were
the topics of conversation, filling many
an hour.

A union-wide youth congress was con-
ducted in the Central African Union
during August. Guest speakers were Pas-
tors M. E. Lind and B. E. Jacobs, recent-
ly returned from the World Youth Con-
gress in Zurich.

At Malamulo and Mombera, youth con-

gresses were held during August. One of
the highlights of these meetings was the
reports of the 600 Lay-Youth efforts plan-
ned for this year, some of which have
been conducted in all parts of Malawi
already.

The Tanzania youth can look forward
to their congress in December, and dur-
ing 1970 in the Zambesi Union and the
Southern Union the MVs will gather for
their special meetings.
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SUNSET CALENDAR

OCTOBER 1969
3 10 17 24 31

NOVEMBER 1969
7 14 21 28

Cape Town 6.50 655 7.01 7.06 7.12
Johannesburg 6.08 6.12 6.16 6.19 6.23
East London 6.11 6.16 6.22 6.27 6.33
Port Elizabeth 6.22 6.27 6.33 6.38 6.44
Bloemfontein 6.17 6.21 6.25 629 6.34
P'maritzburg 6.00 6.04 6.09 6.14 6.19
Durban 5.58 6.03 6.07 6.12 6.17
Windhoek 6.51 6.53 6.56 6.59 7.02
Bulawayo 6.04 6.05 6.08 6.10 6.13
Salisbury 5.52 5.53 555 5.57 6.00
Gwelo 5.56 5.58 6.00 6.02 6.05
Lusaka 6.04 6.05 6.06 6.07 6.09
Blantyre 537 539 539 541 543
Lubumbashi  6.06 6.06 6.07 6.07 6.07
Nairobi 6.26 6.23 622 6.19 6.19
Mombasa 6.14 6.13 6.12 6.10 6.09
Kisumu 6.36 6.32 6.30 6.28 6.27
Kampala 6.44 641 6.39 6.36 6.36
Dar-es-Salaam 6.19 6.17 6.16 6.15 6.15
Tabora 6.43 6.41 6.41 6.39 639

Cape Town 719 726 7.32 7.39
Johannesburg 628 633 6.38 644
East London 639 646 6.52 6.59
Port Elizabeth 651 658 7.04 7.11
Bloemfontein 639 645 6.51 6.57
P'maritzburg 624 630 6.36 6.42
Durban 622 628 6.34 640
Windhoek 707 712 7.16 721
Bulawayo 6.17 621 625 6.29
Salisbury 6.04 6.08 6.11 6.14
Gwelo 6.08 6.15 620 625
Lusaka 6.11 6.15 6.18 6.23
Blantyre 547 550 553 5.56
Lubumbashi 611 6.13 6.15 6.18
Nairobi 621 622 622 624
Mombasa 6.12 613 6.14 6.17
Kisumu 628 629 629 6.30
Kampala 6.37 6.38 6.38 639
Dar-es-Salaam 6.17 620 621 624
Tabora 641 643 6.43 646
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LOVE TRIUMPHANT

by MERLE L. MiLLs,
President, Trans-Africa Division

THE CRUCIFIXION of Christ is the
most sublime event of all history. In
this event we behold the triumph of
God’s immeasurable love; love dis-
played for the sinner by the death of
His Son who willingly permitted His
captors to nail Him to the cross.

It is also the most tragic event for
it marks the most unjust and blackest
crime of all history.

On Calvary’s hill two extremes are
revealed—love and hate—our Sav-
iour’s undying love for man and man’s
inhumanity toward man. On that day
the climax of Christ’s earthly ministry
was witnessed. So dedicated was He
to His work that He gave no thought
to His own comfort and convenience.
For three and a half years He went
about healing the sick, cleansing the
lepers, casting out devils, raising the
dead, forgiving sins and imparting
hope to the distressed and dishearten-
ed.

Betrayed by one of His own disci-
ples, and falsely accused and condemn-
ed to death by a farcical trial held by
pious churchmen, the decree went
forth that Christ must be crucified.
With a crown of thorns placed upon
His brow, a heavy cross upon His
shoulders, and a jeering crowd sur-
rounding Him, He commenced the
lonely and agonizing journey to the
place of execution. We see Him as He
laboriously makes His way along the
cobble-stone streets, urged on in His
weakened condition by the whip-lash
of the Roman soldiery. Finally, His
physical strength gives way under the
heavy weight of the cross, and He
falters, staggering to the ground.
Realizing the utter futility of forcing
the Saviour to carry the cross beyond
all limits of human endurance, the
soldiers choose a man by the name
of Simon, a Cyrenian, to pick up the
cross and complete the journey. What
an honour! What an unforgettable ex-
perience! No doubt, at the time, Simon
considered it more of a drudgery and
an insult. And when they came to the

place called Calvary—“Golgotha, the
place of a skull’—there they crucified
our Lord between two thieves.

Crucifixion is the most bestial and
satanic method of death invented by
man. It is a lingering death. This was
the method chosen for our Saviour.

Many passed by not knowing the
Saviour was dying on the cross. Some
stood by from curiosity, others jeered,
mocked and heaped scorn and ridi-
cule upon His thorn-pierced brow. The
complacent and indifferent we are told
“sat down and watched Him there.”
Priests cast infamous epithets upon
Him. The thieves swore at Him. The
soldiers mocked Him as they sat be-
neath the cross, playing a game of
dice. Insult was added to injury by
offering vinegar to Christ which,
when mingled with wormwood and
gall, increased its bitterness. Wit and
malice vied for recognition at this
tragic and infamous scene.

But never a man died like this Man!
See Him as He hangs in agony and
pain upon the cross. From the gaping
wound blood flows freely, yet not a
word of complaint comes from His
parched lips. He is praying for His
tormentors. Even in His dying hour
He does not think of His own needs,
but remains dedicated to His mission
for He is quick to hear the prayer of
the penitent thief. In His dying hour
He is thinking of others and is eager
to save still another soul. While the
curious, indifferent, jeering crowd,
along with priests and soldiers stand
about the cross, the battlements of
heaven observe this awesome and re-
volting scene. The crisis of the ages
unfolds.

For a brief season light shone
through the darkness which envelop-
ed the cross. With unholy glee the
contumacious crowd clustered about
the cross, hearing from Christ’s parch-
ed and livid lips His prayer of resigna-
tion: “Father, into thy hands I com-
mend my spirit.” Finally, with broken
heart, overcome by grief, a realization
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of being shut out from the presence
of His Father, and a feeling of com-
plete abandonment, His body suc-
cumbs to the paralysis of death.

Reader, the story of the cross is
one that never grows old. Its message
is the foundation of the great Advent
movement which is being proclaimed
in all the world. More than that, Cal-
vary must be the source of our in-
spiration, our motivation and our dedi-
cation from day to day. But in order
for us to have this experience we, too,
must take our position at the foot of
the cross, not as a spectator or an
admirer, but as a penitent who is will-
ing to be washed in the blood of Em-
manuel’s veins. Having been trans-
formed by the vision of Christ on the
cross, and with hearts pulsating with
love, we will spontaneously go forth
in service for the Saviour, for our
profession of and service for Him will
no longer be formal, nominal or apa-
thetic.

Love does not ask: How little can
I give, nor, how much can I make?
Nor does it ask: What are the benefits
to be derived from being a disciple
of Christ? Place, position, prestige and
personal comforts are not to be con-
sidered when we make our personal
commitment at the cross.

Friend of mine, have you allowed
the Man of Calvary to transform your
life? If so, you will have a peace and
a joy that will transcend every other
experience in life, giving you an un-
dimmed hope of the day when you
will bask in the loving smiles of your
Saviour, and be forever at rest in His
eternal presence.
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