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Progress in the East Nordic Union

Looxing back over the experi-
ences of the past year, viewing the
results of the united efforts of con-
ference and institutional workers
and churchmembers in the East
Nordic Union, we have every rea-
son to firmly believe that God has
been leading His people in their en-
deavour to extend His kingdom
here in the northlands of Europe.

Because we feel that it will
bring rejoicing to the whole Ab-
vENT SurvEY family, we will
gladly share with you some notes
of progress which we cull from the
reports that were rendered at the
recent Union committee meeting.

The baptisms and gain in mem-
bership for the year surpassed
those of the previous year. The
Union membership was 5,154 on
January 1st.

The total tithe in the Union
amounted to Kr.247,723. This re-
presents a fifteen per cent gain over
the tithe for the year 1936.

The total gifts to missions
amount to Kr.189,460, which is a
fourteen per cent gain over the re-
sults of the previous year.

The Harvest Ingathering Cam-
paign brought in Kr.96,852. This
is a gain of 16.5 per cent for one
year.

Our colporteurs delivered litera-
ture to the wvalue of Kr.290,957.
This is a small gain over the pre-
vious year.

Forty-one {full and four half
scholarships were given to students
in our schools.

The sanitariums and health in-
stitutions have had the very best
patronage throughout the year.

By G. A. LINDSAY

During the past year we were
glad to be able to organize three
new churches, dedicate two new
church buildings, and ordain six
young men to the ministry.

The mnew year has already
brought ws {fresh evidences of

God’s mighty hand in the Advent

movement. In several places where
the evangelists are working there
is a real stir in the hearts of the
public attending the meetings. We
hope to have one of the very best
and most successful years in soul-
winning that we have ever had in

our Union this year. And why
should it not be the very best?
Both the workers’ meetings held
toward the close of the year, one
in Sweden and one in Finland, gave
to all the evangelistic workers a
deeper realization of what it means
to be witnesses for the truth to-
day, and by the grace of God each
one is seeking to measure up to

- God’s requirements.

We ask an interest in the
prayers of the Advent people
everywhere. Together with you we
want to hasten the coming of our
Lord and Saviour by ifaithfully
preaching and teaching the mes-
sage to all people, making them
ready for that great day.

The North Swedish Conference

BY ALFRED ANDERSON

In the North Swedish Confer-
ence there have been three or-
dained and four licensed ministers
working in the field during 1937.
Their labours, together with the
Home Missionary Department, re-
sulted in a gain of ninety souls.
Our membership at the end of last
year was 1,421,

From Slussfors, a village in Lap-
land, came to us an interesting ex-
perience last vear. We have had
two believers here for some time.
Others began to be interested and
our home missionary secretary was
sent up there for a few weeks. He
preached the message; thirteen
souls embraced the truth, and are
now fully united with us.

The income for the conference,

when compared with 1936, shows a
fine increase. The increase in tithe
was Kr.12,382.92, making a total

tithe for the conference of
Kr.85442.10. The offerings for
missions are Kr.7,281.53 higher

than in 1936. The total increase in
tithe and offerings for the year
was Kr.19,664.45.

A new spirit has come in the
work for our young people, who
are very interested in the study
courses fostered by the Missionary
Volunteer Department.

Our colporteurs have done a
splendid work. Literature value
Kr.107,812.52 has been distributed.
In the North Swedish Conference
one of the colporteurs has also
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held some public Bible studies. Two
souls have already begun to keep
the Sabbath as a result of his
work. Several other colporteurs
have reported souls interested in
the truth.

The outlook for 1938 is bright.
Most of our workers in the field
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report many interested people. We
hope and pray that God will send
His Spirit over His workers in a
special way this year. Our
brethren mecet with difficulties, but
God works for them, and we be-
lieve that many will be added to
the churches also this year.

Advance in South Sweden

BY A. BLOMSTEDT

Last year marked another ad-
vance in South Sweden. God in-
deed blessed our constituency—
laity, colporteurs, and evangelists—
in a marked way. There was a gain
in tithe of Kr.8,000 and in mission
offerings of over Kr.11,000. Our
colporteurs did a remarkable work
in delivering nearly Kr.85,000
worth of literature during the year.
Best of all is the heartening results
of the evangelistic work in the con-
ference. No less than 120 souls
were added by baptism and pro-
fession of faith. The net gain was
seventy-four and on January lst
the conference membership stood
at 1,272, Eight years ago, when
the conference was organized, the
membership was 756, giving us a
net gain since 1929 of 516 mem-
bers.

One of the most interesting
features of the year in this con-
ference is the work during the
Harvest Ingathering Campaign.
There is really a great stir in the
land when our Harvest Ingather-
ing army, every autumn, moves
out to do exploits for missions. A
large percentage of the members
takes part in some way or another.
Many a sister who works hard dur-
ing the week to help keep her home
together goes out every Sunday
during the campaign and brings in
her share and often much more.
Our private treatment-rooms do a
commendable work in collecting
many hundreds of kroner from
their patients. Our young people
and children likewise are filled with
zeal and enthusiasm for this work.
Especially we must make mention
of the workers at Hultafors Sani-
tarium who in a really remarkable
campaign gathered about one-
seventh of the conference total.
Some of our juniors go out every
Sunday for several weeks to do
Harvest Ingathering work instead

of engaging in play and sports as
other children. God blessed their
efforts so that up to Kr.60, and
over, are collected individually by
our boys and girls.

Much interest centres around the
work of our conference workers
during this campaign. The weekly
reports are watched eagerly by the
members in the churches, and as
they see the workers taking the
lead their hearts are stirred to
pray and work in the same blessed
manner. For years now the indi-
vidual worker’s goal has been
Kr.600. This goal is not only
reached but greatly surpassed by
most of the workers, some collect-
ing as much as Kr.1,000 and even
more.

The weekly reporting in the
churches is quite an event. It is
generally done orally, while the
leader puts down the figures on the
blackboard. Everybody is tense
with interest as this procedure goes
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on. Then when the total for the
week is found, and finally, as the
result to date is announced, there
are words of spontanecus praise
and thanksgiving heard from dif-
ferent parts of the room. After
prayer for help during the coming
week, and oft-times the study in
groups of the latest weekly report
from the conference, posted some-
where in the meeting-place, the
members separate for another week
of toil for their daily bread and
on Sunday, and perhaps some
cvenings after work, to labour
from house to house to help hasten
the Advent message to all the
carth.

As the new year began evange-
listic work was reopened in
twenty-one different places by our
seventeen workers. The prospects
for a harvest of souls seem as
promising as last year, although
most of our workers find it harder
to reach the people. The serious

" situation in the world seems to

have little effect on the people.
Their craze for amusements,
sports, and gain seems to have no
bounds. Pray for us in Sweden
that a mighty outpouring of
spiritual power over us may break
the shackles of sin and indiffer-
ence, as well as the chains of
spiritual self-sufficiency, that now
are keeping honest men and
women from hearing the last mes-
sage of salvation to gur world!

In the Finnish Conference

BY V. B. KOHTANEN

TuE story of the onward march
of the Advent movement in the
different countries always brings
much joy and happiness to the
advent believers. It is with great
interest we watch for the news as
it appears in the pages of the
Apvent Survey. Qur work is one,
and therefore the joy of success
is also mutual.

The progress of the work in the
Finnish Conference during the
year 1937 was not so great as we
have been used to, but although
slow it still was a steady, onward
march. This slower progress in the
work during the past year is due
to the fact that most of our work-
ers were situated for the second

or even third year in the same
town or place of labour.

During the year there have been
in the ministerial work five or-
dained ministers, one licentiate, and
eight Bible-workers. Public efforts
have been held in eleven different
places and through these efforts, as
well as through the work of the
churchmembers, 131 converts have
been added to the fellowship
through baptism and vote.

The membership at the end of
the year was 2,015, being divided
into twenty-nine churches and
forty-three companies, from the
south coast of Finland to the far
north, into the Arctic Circle. To
foster the work among these many
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churches and companies, as well as
to proclaim the message in those
places where there are no repre-
sentatives of this truth, is the
privilege of the little group of
workers we have.

The burden for souls takes hold
of the hearts of our people in dif-
ferent churches. They realize the
importance of working for the
conversion of their young people,
and God blesses their efforts. In
one church, through the efforts of
the lay-members and a little help
from the conference president and
young people’s secretary, almost all
the young people, ten in number,
were converted and taken into
church fellowship by baptism. Of
course this brought great rejoicing
to the older members of the church
and thankfulness to God. In this
same church by the working of the
Holy Spirit several adults have ac-
cepted the truth. One man, for
example, who had ridiculed the
teachings of the second coming of
Christ was especially touched by
the Spirit of the Lord so that by
dreams this point of truth began
to exercise his mind. He did not
get any peace, either day or night.
At last this state of mind resulted
in sickness of body. By spccial
prayer this man was miraculously
healed, and thus the power of God
was revealed to him. He and his
wife became very interested in the
truth and, by the help of a lay-
brother, studied all the different
points of our message for a year.
Now they are baptized.

Another experience shows how
the Lord can use our humble sis-
ters as His instruments. It was an
elderly sister who moved with her
family to a country place where
there were no Adventists, and no
knowledge of Adventists. Alone in
that strange place, among people
most of whom speak the Swedish,
a language that this sister does not
understand, she began to testify of
the truth to the few who under-
stood her language. Three men
and their wives have begun to keep
the Sabbath in consequence. Two
of these wives have already been
taken into church fellowship, and
we hope that the other four per-
sons will soon follow their example.

Thus we see that the ILord
blesses the work, even of His hum-
blest child.
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The Message Goes in Viipuri

BY TOIVO SELJAVAARA

Virpuri, the capital of the prov-
ince of Karjala and the county
and diocese of Viipuri, is situated
at the base of Viipuri Bay, which
thrusts out in a north-westerly
direction from the Gulf of Finland,
at the outlet of the Saimaa canal.
Tt is the second largest town in
Finland, with a population of 84,-
000.

The historical records and tradi-
tions of Viipuri go back very far.
Over a thousand years have
elapsed since the founding of the
first settlements in the locality. The
castle of Viipuri was founded in
1293 by Torgils or Tyrgils
Knutsson, ruler of Sweden, who
arrived at the head of a crusading
fleet. The town has experienced
the hardships of many wars. In the
Middle Ages it was besieged by the
Russians in 1294, 1322, 1351, 1411,
and 1495.

The town of Viipuri is men-
tioned in records of the fourteenth
century, but it was not until 1403
that the settlement received its
town charter. In the Middle Ages,
however, commerce in this quarter
was mostly in the hands of German
Hansa merchants, who traded
chiefly with Tallinn, but also with
Danzig, Liibeck, and Novgorod.
Franciscan and Dominican monas-
teries kept alive and spread the in-
fluence of the Roman Catholic
Church. Under the period of
Russian rule, the town of Viipuri
was as an open gate to Leningrad
or to Russia.

In the present century Viipuri
has been the scene of warfare. The
first skirmishes in the Finnish war
of liberation took place here, but
on April 29, 1918, the town of
Viipuri was captured and got its
independence. The present-day
Viipuri is a pleasant modern place,
especially in the summer.

From the military or strategical
point of view Viipuri is one of the
most important and dangerous
places near the boundary of Rus-
sia. Soldiers are in evidence every-
where, and there are barracks and
other military buildings on every
side of the town. Just the other
day a Finnish frontier guard was
shot. Therefore the people are

restless and nervous. Because of
the conditions in the world, we be-
lieve that now is the time to work
and warn the people. Everywhere
souls are longing after this mes-
sage. Therefore the Finnish Con-
ference committee have placed
eight workers in the province of
Karjala near the Russian border.
Four workers have been working
with the country people, from vil-
lage to village. They are meeting
with good success.

We have moved to Viipuri from
Turku-Abo, West Finland, We had
been there three years and had the
joy of leading into church fellow-
ship about 170 souls. Now we have
the privilege to work in Viipuri.
The Advent message is not un-
known here. Almost all Finnish
Seventh-Day Adventist ministers
have worked here throughout many
yvears. A church was founded
already in 1912, We began our
work here in October, very fearful,
but after we had kept some days of
fasting and prayer with the church-
members, we received great en-
couragement.

We had in the first meeting
about 700 hearers. Afterward we
had to have two lectures on the
same subject in the same evening
because all could not come into the
hall. Then began wicked opposi-
tion through the mnewspapers.
Enemies wrote four times against
us, but the result was that more
and more people came. Recently
we had nearly 900 people and
many hundreds did not get inside.
We are looking forward to the
largest harvest of souls we have
ever had in Finland. The church-
members are very-interested and
help us willingly in the work.

The church of Viipuri has a nice
new building, seating about 400
people.

- - -

BroruER BaBIENCO is at present
conducting an effort for the Rus-
sian people in the eastern portion
of Estonia. He was only at first
able to secure permit for a limited
period, but began work in faith.
We are glad to learn that the per-
mit has been extended, so that the
effort can be carried out in full.
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Evangelistic Work in North Sweden

BY R. SWENSON

From the time of the breaking
of the ground until the harvest
fields are reaped is a wearisome
time for the farmer. The same is
also true regarding the work of
the evangelist. When we came to
the city of Hernosand in North
Sweden, a city of learning, with
high schools and colleges, the resi-
dence of a bishop and a governor,
a place of many denominations and
churches but with few people at-
tending, I had fear for the out-
come of our evangelistic campaign.

Many people attended our meet-
ings to begin with, but the atten-
dance dropped. We had asked God
for at least twenty souls. Then we
arranged a special ten-day cam-
paign with meetings every night.
We had only twelve members in
this place, and they were all elderly.
We needed help for singing in this
school city. Our nearest church
was forty miles (sixty km.) away,
but six young people there came
to our assistance. They stayed with
us all the ten days, and the church-
members and my wife took care of
them for the time.

Every morning our little band of
workers, these six young people,
the Bible-worker, and the evange-
list, met for prayer and a short
study in the Word of God. After
breakfast we all went into the
streets and lanes of the city, in-
viting the people to our meetings.
Not one family in the whole city
was passed by. There was a real
awakening in the city. From
thirty to forty sought God in the
prayer meetings every night after
the sermon. Many broke the fet-
ters of Satan and made their de-
cision for life everlasting. God
gave us what we had asked for.
Moreover, we are glad that some
who did not take their stand fully
are still interested in the truth. We
hope and pray for their deliver-
ance also.

On the last night in the cam-
paign, when the strongest appeal
was made, a young lady came for-
ward. All through the week she
had struggled hard for victory. A
wonderful peace shone in her face.
In the prayer meeting that fol-
lowed she knelt together with about

forty other souls. She prayed
aloud: “I put my hands in Thine,
O Lord, do never let them go.”
Her prayer was granted. Within
eight days she became ill with a
deadly disease, and her hand rested
in her Master’s until her last
breath.

We are thankful to God for His
power over human hearts. Through
His servant the Lord says: “If
ministers would preserve a reserve
force, and at the very point where
everything seems to move the hard-
est, then make the most earnest ef-
forts, the strongest appeals, the
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closest applications, and, like
valiant soldiers at the critical
moment make the charge upon the
enemy, they would gain the victory.
Souls would have strength to
break the bands of Satan and make
their decisions for everlasting life.
Well-directed labour at the right
time will make a long-tried effort
successful, when to leave the labour
even for a few days will in many
cases cause an entire failure.
Ministers must give themselves as
missionaries to the work, and
learn how to make their efforts to
the very best advantage.”—“Testi-
monies,” Vol. 1, page 647.

As we write this we are begin-
ning a second ten days’ campaign
in this city. The result is in the
hands of the Lord.

Souls Won Through Home Missionary
Work

BY SIGWARD E. JONASSON

“Do you see this brother?’ a
church elder said to me, pointing
to a fine young man sitting beforc
us in the Sabbath-school. “You re-
member our ‘win-one’ resolution at
the annual meeting. As soon as I
came home I began to work with
him, and now he is ready for bap-
tism. I tell you I am happy.” At
the close of the Sabbath-school I
found opportunity to talk with the
new brother, and his words, accom-
panied with tears of joy, testified
that the church elder was right.

This story is only one out of the
one hundred and twenty-two that
could be told about souls turned
over from darkness to light during
the year 1937 by the grace of God
working through our lay members
in the Home Missionary organiza-
tion. We have witnessed how the
means given to us in that work
have brought glorious results, and
the sanctified life of our faithful
people is not least.

“But how did they come at first?”
I asked the dear old sister who had
in less than one year brought six
precious souls to the Saviour. She
told me: “When moving from
Karelia in the most eastern part of
Finland to the western part of the
country, the brethren and sisters of
the church asked me how I could
think of leaving for a place where

there were no Adventists. But I
answered that there might come
some. Soon the people began to ask
me why I kept the Sabbath, and
after telling them, they went home
to read their own Bibles to be sure
that T was reading right.” Last
autumn two ladies were baptized.
Now their husbands and a young
married couple are converted and
keep the Sabbath, and are expect-
ing to be baptized. At my visit
there the meeting had to be held at
one o’clock after dinner, but the
house was crowded with people in-
tensely interested in the sermon.

The soul-saving efforts have in-
creased during the past year. More
Bible readings were given, more
people were brought to the meet-
ings, much more literature was
scattered, and fifty-seven more
souls were won than in 1936. In
spite of good times, our brethren
had opportunities to help several
thousands of people, and the num-
ber of the Dorcas societies has in-
creased to fifty-one.

The Harvest Ingathering reached
the amount of 96,852 Swedish
kroner, more than 20,000 above the
goal. The East Nordic Union, by
the grace oi God, was first of the
unions to reach the goal. The
school at Ekebyholm, by two days’
work, reached more than Kr.6,000,
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or thirty per cent more than in
1936. Some of the workers—also
in Finland where the rate of ex-
change 1is very low—reached
amounts within 1,000 to 1,600 Sw.
kroner. The Missions Extension
offering gave a good overflow
above the goal. Our members were
truly enthusiastic. All the papers
printed for this occasion were dis-
tributed and in a very short while.

The new-won members are
happy and rejoice in the truth. One
writes: “A hearty thank you for
all letters and papers you have sent
and for all you have done for us.”
Another : “Forgive us for not hav-
ing written for a long time. Some-
times we were delayed by many
things to do, and sometimes hin-
dered by battles in our hearts.
Maybe you have had such experi-
ences yourself at your first ac-
quaintance with the Advent mes-
sage. But now, to your joy, I am
sure, I can tell you that we are on
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the Lord’s side. Yesterday my hus-
band and I were baptized. It truly
was a happy day, impossible to for-
get. Yes, when writing these few
lines I feel a wonderful happiness
and peace in my soul. How good
it is to walk the ways of the Lord.
I cannot express my feelings. And
I imagine how happy you will be.
I would not wait any longer to tell
vou this news. Thank you, that
you have prayed for us. Continue
in prayer that we may receive
power to witness for the truth to
the world.”

I tell you, dear readers, that the
sister who received that letter from
a couple of her relatives to whom
she had brought the truth was her-
self happy when she handed the
letter over to me by my request.

According to the vision of John,
Jesus went forth conquering, and
to conquer. Still to-day He is go-
ing on. And for the future we cry,
“Ride on, King Jesus!”

Four Milestones in Young People’s
Work

BY R. W. ENGSTROM

Four milestones of progress have

" been raised in the young people’s

work of the East Nordic Union
this past year.

The first milestone—and a most
interesting one—marks the launch-
ing of the Junior Progressive
Classes. By publishing the Junior
Handbook in the Swedish and
Finnish languages we can give
first-hand instruction to every
junior society. Wishing to give the
work a strong impetus from the
beginning, we took advantage of
our Youth’s Congress and C. Lester
Bond’s great interest for the junior
work, to hold a Junior Investiture
Service at the Congress in the
presence of young people's repre-
sentatives from the whole Union.
We were mnot disappointed—an
unusual interest came spontan-
cously from all quarters. Hundreds
of aspirants (among them ordained
ministers, our Swedish School
principal and his entire faculty,
nearly all the conference and
Union departmental secretaries, be-
sides many other “grown-ups”) are

labouring and studying hard in

order to qualify and receive the
much-desired Class Insignia.

Our greatest need being trained
J.M.V. leaders, we decided to con-
centrate especially on our Swedish
Mission School (where we have
about twenty students from Fin-
land also) and have at present prac-

tically every student enrolled in at
least one progressive class. Many
will complete two classes before
the school year closes. We have
also adopted the Vocational
Honour system in these classes,
and nearly a hundred tokens have
been earned in such subjects as
botany, astronomy, Christian story-
telling, swimming, stamp collecting,
colportage, cooking, laundry, dairy-
ing, cycling, physical culture, and
health and healing. We are en-
couraged by the spontaneous inter-
est on the part of the young people
as well as by the older members,

‘who are often even more enthusi-

astic in their class work. The little
mustard seed is showing a healthy
growth.

As the second milestone of pro-
gress, we may note the establish-
ment of the Study and, Service
League in all four conferences of
the Union. One thousand sets of
the League course in Bible Doc-
trines have been prepared and
nearly all of them are in the hands
of the youth throughout the field.
The interest is high and a number
have already completed the course.
This is truly a milestone on the
road to our grand objective:
“Every youth a soldier for truth.”

The third milestone marks the
first Union M.V. Congress ever
held for our youth. We feel that
this has opened a new era in ef-
fective and unified work for the
young people. Among the 500 par-
takers gathered at the Toivon-
linna Mission School in Finland,
there developed a spirit of under-

First Juwior M.V. Investiture service in the East Nordic Union held in

connection with the Youth Congress at Toivonlinna, Finland.
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Report of the Northern European Division
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standing, love, and unity that will
bind our youth of Finland and
Sweden together with enduring
cords of sympathy. The time at
the congress was used in mutually
solving the peculiar problems of
youth and in spiritual renewal,
under the splendid leadership of
Pastors W. T. Bartlett and C.
Lester Bond, The twenty-seven
young people who decided for the
Master during the congress session
are alone worth infinitely more
than words can express. We sin-
cerely believe in these gatherings
and our youth are enthusiastic
about them.

The fourth milestone marks the
translation of Mrs. White’s excel-
lent book, Messages to Young
People, into Swedish (together
with definite plans for a similar

translation into the Finnish). We .

agree with the words of our World
Youth’s secretary, A. W. Peterson,
“This is the very best thing that
could possibly have been done for
the youth of these countries.”
Messages is now in the hands of
many of our vouth and is daily
making its influence felt among
them.

Our Division M.V. Department
is spurring us on to still another
milestone—qualifying ourselves for
attendance at the “Elite” M.V.
Congress for Northern Europe to
be held in 1939. We consider that
this congress, coupled with the
Progressive Junior and Senior

tFirst report received since third quarter, 1935

Classes, is furnishing the greatest
possible incentive to partaking of
every branch of the M.V. pro-
gramme, touching as it does, the
Bible Year, the Morning Watch,
the Reading Courses, practical
missionary work, the Study and
Service League, the Junior inter-

ests, and every other good work.
We believe, too, that God has
placed these means in our hands
to be used in training the finest
army of youth in our generation
for the greatest task cver en-
trusted to men—the giving of the
final Gospel message.

Incidents in Literature Ministry

BY SIGWARD E.

“No, T don’t want that book,” a
lady said when our colporteur came
to deliver an ordered copy of the
book, Fourteen Years in Ethiopia.
“T have heard that it is an Adven-
tist book, and I don’t want to have
that.” Our sister talked wisely to
the customer, and she decided to
pay, as she had ordered the copy.
However, her money had to be
changed, so our sister went out in
order to get that arranged.

While alone with the book the
lady began to read. Soon she found
a nice song quoted in it, which says
that the redemption of man was
not by silver or gold, but by the
precious blood of Calvary. She was
a Christian and that very song had
been sung at her conversion, so she
loved it. She began to realize that
the Adventists love Jesus, and
wanted to know more about us.
When our sister came back, the
lady was very friendly and eager
to learn about our faith. In a tact-
ful way our sister led up to Bible
studies, and, as a result, that lady

JONASSON

soon became a baptized member of
our church.

In ways something like that fif-
teen precious souls beside this one
were brought to the light of the
truth and began to keep the Sab-
bath during the year 1937. Several
of them are now baptized, and the
others will be. We rejoice as we
see such fruits on the branch of
the literature ministry.

According to the figures in the
East Nordic report our colporteurs
sold and delivered literature to a
higher value than in 1936. There
was an increase in Finland in de-
liveries of seventy per cent. In
Sweden the gain in deliveries dur-~
ing 1936 compared with 1935 was
just 100 per cent. Now with the
passing of 1937 the Union seems
to have reached a level—much
higher than the base of 1935—
which we hope, with the grace of
the Lord, never to go under but
pass year after year.

Messages to Young People by
Mrs. White was printed in the
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Swedish tongue during the year,
also number three of Elder Max-
well's Bedtime Stories. Editor O.
Angervo’s book, Great Events in a
Swmall World, was published in the
springtime and 14,000 copies of
that big book were delivered. It is
highly appreciated.

In Finland the greatest event in
our literature work was the won-
derful success of the health paper,
Terveys. It was started in 1936
with one prospect number published
in the month of September. The
institute was held in the midst of
October that year. Twenty full-
time and part-time workers atten-
ded that meeting, just a few of
them having been regular colpor-
teurs. Later, most of the book col-
porteurs also have sold the health
paper besides the books. Until
December 31, 1936, 1,800 yearly
subscriptions were secured. From
January 1 to December 31, 1937,
more than 18,000 were taken. Al-
though there was a gain of 1,000
per cent in 1937 in sales of health
literature, the decrease in the sales
of our books in Finland was only
from 10,000 big ones in 1936 to
7,000 in 1937. Taking the book by
Elder Christian, 4 World in Ex-
pectancy, there is a lowering from
8,000 to 6,000. Finland, with only
3,000,000 people using the Finnish
tongue (the rest speak Swedish),
published 20,000 copies of our
health journal monthly, which
shows that God has helped this
work in a wonderful way.

The 25,000 missionary papers

printed for the Big Week were
sold easily. The December edition
of the same papers was 40,000 and
all went in a couple of weeks. Our
young people are enthusiastic.
Forty-five young people attend our
schools on the scholarship plan.
Thirty-eight are in our East Nor-
dic schools with full scholarships
and four with half. At Newbold
are three students from the Union
with full scholarships.

Never before have our colpor-
teurs sold so much literature as in
1937 ; never before have so many
young people won scholarships;
never has the enthusiasm been
greater; and never before have so
many souls been reported won to
the truth as aresult of our litera-
ture work. Such things tell us that
we are approaching “the perfect
day,” when Jesus will appear.
Lord, hasten Thy coming !

News from

West Africa

i

Liberia’s Highways
BY S. N. DURING

Liser1A has been somewhat slow
in opening a highway into the in-
terior, where the aboriginal tribes
live, who are, up to the present,
mostly primitive.

Tt was only thirteen years ago,
when the government saw the
necessity of reaching the indigen-
ous people of the country, and so
started a motorable road to reach
the interior. Early in 1933 the con-
struction which had lagged for
some time, was resumed, and in
1935 they reached Konola, our new
mission headquarters, which is
about sixty miles from the capital.
The road, owing to many bad
streams, has only gone five and a
half miles beyond Konola.

This road has made our work in
Liberia a little more connected, as

Konola is about half-way from
Monrovia to our Liiwa station.
This new headquarters has a strong
organized Sabbath-school work.
Sabbath-schools are held in four
places, beside Konola station, every
other Sabbath. We are divided in-
to four groups, each having a
leader, who takes his group to his
individual town. In the evening the
leaders and their groups meet at
the station to give account of the
Sabbath-schools and services. The
average attendance of these groups
is 110.

As scattered evangelistic work
sometimes brings little result, we
planned to hold evangelistic cam-
paigns in different towns. The
meetings were well attended. At
the end of the first efforts, which
lasted for four weeks, eleven asked
to be enlisted in the baptismal
class.



At present we have a church
membership of fifteen and hope be-
fore the year ends to double this
number.

Regular school work on this sta-
tion started in May, 1937, and notw
we have an enrolment of forty-
three.

Our agricultural work has
brought much commendation from
Europeans and Liberians who visit
the station.

Sister Noltze is helping the sick,
and this good work is helping won-
derfully in the progress of the
work. Services are held before
distribution of medicines.

We need very much your prayers
and help for the furtherance of the
work in this highway of Liberia,
that the great Gospel message may
reach all the many tribes before
Jesus comes.

- - -

In Bassa Land

BY I. W. HARDING

It was on a Thursday morning
Pastor K. F. Noltze with his car-
riers, after a long trek of ten days,
arrived at Palmberg to visit the
station. Schoolboys were immedi-
ately sent to all our church and
Sabbath-school members in the vil-
lages to inform them of his arrival.
Sabbath day, though rainy, nearly
a hundred persons attended Sab-
bath-school and service. After the
lesson for the day, Pastor Noltze
preached an inspiring sermon on
John 14:1-4. It was a day of
spiritual refreshing,

On Sunday morning candidates
for baptism were examined, and
the church had the joy of seeing
fourteen persons baptized by the
superintendent and admitted into
church fellowship by the writer.
One was a notable man in the
snake cult, who had renounced the
devil and all his works by the
mighty working of the Holy Spirit
in his heart through the preaching
of the everlasting Gospel. He had
given up all his charms, dissociated
himself from the cult to serve the
living God, and become a follower
of the Lord Jesus. After baptism
both new and old members partook
of the Lord’s Supper.

Before Pastor Noltze left to con-
tinue his tour farther into the hin-
terland, the members of our Y.P.S.
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gave him an entertainment. One of
the interesting items was a compe-
tition between six boys, two at a
time, to recite from memory the
Sabbath-school memory verses for
1936 to June 1937 in Bassa and
English.

We believe a bright day is dawn-
ing for the work in Bassa Land.
By the sale of our books and free
distribution of our periodicals, the
“silent messengers,” the Advent
message is winning its way into
the hearts of many and we look
for a rich harvest of souls in the
near future.

Brethren, pray for us and the
work in Liberia.

- -

Thirty-Two Years in
Sierra Leone
BY T. E. HARDING

Ix the year 1905 the Advent
message came to Sierra Leone by
Eider D. C. Babcock. Having
laboured for a time he was glad to
get a band of young men who gave
themselves to help him.

In the year 1907 a small church
was built in Freetown in a place
which was once used for a secret
society. Later a school was built
at Waterloo, twenty miles away,
for the purpose of training young
workers.

Later workers were sent along
the railway line to carry this new
religion to the natives of the pro-
tectorate. It was a very hard task
for these men to open stations.
They were scorned, and called
Babcock’s followers. To this time
the church in Freetown is called
Babcock’s Church. The men bore
their disgrace patiently and fol-
lowed their Lord. Three stations
were next opened and were added
to that of Freetown. As the work
spread new believers joined the
church. Both members and work-
ers were laughed at, so much sc
that some left the faith. Others
left off going to church but kept
the Sabbath in their homes. At
present there are many Adventists
in Sierra I.eone whom the church
does not know, but who keep the
Sabbath and observe the doctrines
of the Adventists. They are
ashamed to step forward and show
the world they are Adventists.
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As time went on, new stations
were opened.

Among the pioneers of the work
Sierra Leone will not forget Elder
Langford. He came when the work
was young, encouraged the work-
ers because they had many difs-
culties, visited the sick, encouraged
the sad together with Mrs. Lang-
ford, who was the friend of the
women, and helped this work to
spread.

Amid these difficulties the work
is spreading. To-day chiefs are
calling for the Adventist worker.
The harvest is great, but the
labourers are few.

It was a joy to Sierra Leone to
send one of their workers as a
representative to the General Con-
ference. Sierra ILeone has been
glad to send two of their pastors
to Liberia.

Broruer RErap returned home
according to plan on March 19th.
He reports a very profitable and
blessed tour among our missions
on the East Coast of Africa, and
two on the West Coast. Our next
issue will contain some account of
the visit.

Sister KaMILLA JORGENSEN, a
teacher from Denmark, is sailing
from Genoa, April 4th, in com-
pany with Sister Schuil, for Kama-
gambo, Kenya Colony, where she
will take over the work of Sister
Morgan at the Luo Girls’ School.

BrotaErR CoLsox is now fully
recovered and is at work as usual.

Sister Hurpa Jost, known to
many of us as leader in our Ger-
man Welfare work, fell asleep in
Christ at Skodsborg Sanitarium on
March 10th after a long illness.
This sad news comes to us from
our brethren in Berlin, who mourn
the loss of a loyal and influential
member, whose radiant personality
endeared her to all who came in
touch with her. We sympathize
with them in their grief. w.r.B.
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