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The Missing Link

ScrenTisTs have heen looking for what they term the
“ misgsing Iink ™ for a long time, but without success, It
is not this link, howeves, that we started to write about,
but to call attention to a missing link which has heen dis-
covered in the practical working of our excellent chureh
organization. And for this missing link, church officers
are, 1 think, véry largely responsible.  Just listen, brother
church officer, while I explain what I mean.

The denemination 15 composed of all menibers of the
church, of all nationalities, wherever found throughout
the world, The purpose of our organization is to carry
forward, in a proper and systematic mamner, the work
of the message in all parts of the world, and to bring
into active service the entire church membership,— to
have all lift on every plan that i3 laid for the furtheranee
of the work. It is very appavent that the organization
can be effective only in so far as it reaches all the people
and sets themi to work. If this is not done, only failure
can result in carrying out the plans laid for the extension
of the work.

Now, by careful counsel, the General and Division Con-
ferences lay such plans as seem necessary for the proper
development and advancement of the work in different
parts of the field. These plans are then passed on to
the union conferences to be carried ouf. But the umon
conference is composed of local conferences, therefore
the union conferences in turn pass them along to the va-
rious local conferences. But the local! conferences are
composed of the various churches within their territory;
therefore the local conferences, through their committees,
send these plans to the officers of the various churches,
not simply to be read and thouglt about 2 httle, but to
be laid before the church and made effective,

Thus far the machinery of the organization works
perfectly and effectively, Bul just lhere is where the
missing link of which we arc speaking is very frequently
found When the plans reach the local officers of the
church, they should be placed carefully and fully before
the church. The responsibality of the local church to
carry them oul should be fully explained, and then plans
set in operation for the earrying out of the proposed
meastites in the church. This is what the officers of the
church are for. But just here many of the local church
officers fail to do their duty. It is perhaps, in many cases,
rhrough lack of a proper understanding of their respon-
sibilities that they fail. They do not rise to the occasion,
And the connection is not made between the local church
and the rest of the orgamized work. As a result, the en-
tire plan, however good and necessary, breaks down, and
the work drags  This {failure to make the connection is
largely on the part of the officers chosen by the church as
jeacders. In somme instances which have come under ny
notice, the plans sent out by the loeal conference and
hearing the indorsement of the union conference and
the General Conference, have never been brought before
the church. The officers have read the recommendations
carefully, and laid them away withont bringing them be-
fore the membership of the local church for their adop-
tton,

Tt is quite apparent that if every church should tale
hwold and do its part in carrying oul the general plans, the
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whole plan would thereby be put through, To illustrate:
There is a general plan which has been laid by the Gen-
eral Conference to raise the sum equal to twenty cents a
weel a nember for foreign missions. But this was not
raised the past year, Why ? — Because somie of the local
churches failed to raise their share. It is apparent to all
that if each ehurch wouid take hold and raise its share,
the whole amount would be raised’ but it never can be
raised until the iocal ehurches take hold and raise the sum
proposed  But is it not the business of the officers in
the loeal church to rally to this plan and put it through
in teir respeetive churches? If it is not their duty to
do this, whose duty is it? Pray tell us, if they cannot do
it, who can? It seems that the officers in a local church
who do not do their very best in this are unfaithful in
the work intrusted to them. When one accepts an office
inn the church, he accepis the responsibility that goes with
it, and that vesponsibility involves the carrying into effect
of all the plans laid by the general body for the advance-
ment of the work It is part of the officers’ duty to get
under the financial burdens of the dencininstion and lift
to the wimost of their ability, The advisability of the
loeal officers in the church taking hold of this great prob-
lem of financing our foreign missions, raising in their
respective ehurches the apportionment that would nat-
urally fall to them, is heing seriously considered. Such
an arrangenient would leave the ministers more free to
go out and do evangelistic work and raise up new
churches.  We have come to a time in the history of
our work when every individual must be set to work, and
the great burden of setting all to work must rest with
considerable weight upon the officers in the local churches.
Agau- suppose a local conference wishes to raise, say,
one thousand dollars for a tent fund. When this call is
sent out to the churches in the conference, the local elder
and other officers are not to pigeonhole the letter and
neglect the matter, but bring it without delay hefore the
church: and having explained that as a church they must
take hold of this matter at once and raise their part of
this necessary fund, they are to keep it before the church
umil their duty in this matter has heen fully done. When
the officers of the church lead in this way, the people will
very gladly follow, and the work will move forward.
Now this weak place in our organization should he
strengthened. Once this is done, we shall sce the work
move with increased power. When all lines of work, and
the various plans laid fot the advancenient of the mes-
sage. are taken up hy each local church and successiully
carried forward, the message wil! make rapid advance-
ment in every conference, Think what a tremendous help
it would be to have a corps of strong leaders in each
church under the hurden and lifting to the very utmost!
This would bring a great sense of relief to the officers
of the conference. and would mean suecess for the work
We most earnestly urge upon church officers a prayer-
ful study of this question, with a view of determining
the great responsibility that vests npon those who are
called to lead n the work of the church. We do not
think that any plans laid for the finishing of this work
can be successfully carried through until this weak link
in our organization is strengthened. We earnestly en-
treat those in positions of responsibility in the local
churches to begin at once to remedy this defect by see-
ing that cach church does its part in carrying forward
the plans proposed for the advancement of the nessage,
thus helping solve the various problems that confront us.

Why should not the officers in cach church decide at once

that they will raise their share of the mission fund and
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send 1t in before the close of the year? We believe this
would bring the blessing of God inte our churches, .
G. B. Tourson.

O

The Church Clerk and His Record of a Dis-
fellowshiped Member

Lasr month mention was made of the duty, or rather
privilege, of the church clerk to keep in touch with any
absent members by correspondence. This leads up to an-
other important matter, that of dismissing members for
RORFEPOVENg. )

Perhaps this may come under some other department
of church work, but it will do no harm to mention it here
n connection with the work of the church clerk. Of
tate, in the attemipt of the denomination to raige a cer-
tain amount for missions each year, the church member-
ghip forms the basis of reckoning when determining the
amount expected of a conference. In going through the
church rolls the names of some persons are found who
have not, reported for some time, The question at once
arises, What shall he done with these names? Right
beside this question ancther should be asked: Has the
church fulfilled its duty before Geod in that the clerk
has exhausted every possible means of communicating
with this absent miember? And {n case his whereabouts
is known, has labor been put forth by the officers and
others for his reconvergion?

We belicve there are two very grave dangers which
should be guarded just at this point in the attempt to
“ clear the church records: ” voting out of the chureh those
who seem to fail in the important matter of reporfing;
and letting such cases run on and on until it becomes a
matter of doing the * work of the Lord negligently”

" A time comes when, to keep the church pure, action
must be taken, But should it ewer be simply upon the
ground that a miember has nof reported, be the time
longer ot shorter? — We think not. There should be a
more valid reason than this for withdrawing the hand
of fellowship from any member,

When one joins the church, he covenants to “keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus” The
church receives him into fellowship because he has thus
voluntarily left the world and united with the people of
God in keeping all the commandments, including the Sab-
path, and exercising in his life the faith of Jesus. His
loyalty is to God. 1t is God whom he serves. He be-
comes a brother, 15 taken intor fellowship of the church
becanse he has become one with Chinst, a son of God, i
the keeping of God’s commandiments, As long as he
keeps up ibis connection with Christ, he remains a mem-
her of Christ's body, the church,

Should he fall from his steadfastness, lose thirough sin
—the breaking of any one of God's ten commandments
——his connection with God, what then? Virtually he cuts
himself aff by breaking his covenant with his God. He
may repent and be fully restored But should e go on
w opel transgression, after “such as are spiritual” have
labored io restore him, the case becomes a clear one.
The only thing the church can do is to withdraw the
hand of fellowship and take his name off the church
boal. After careful deliberafion and prayerful labor in
his behalf in this manner, the Word tells us such action
by the church is ratified in heaven. But in actual fact it
cannot be stated properly that the church *turned him
out.” No, he turned himself out. “ They went out from
us,” wtote the beloved disciple, John, “ but they were not
of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us.” Of one Paul wrote: * Demas
hath forsaken me, having loved this present world” In
forsaking the truth they once loved, and turning again to
the waorld, they have turned from God, and so can have
no fellowship with the saints. Hence the cburch can help
them po more. Such should be dropped.

When action of this kind is taken by vote of the church,
the church clerk should record, aside from the word dis
fetlowshiped, with the date, opposite the name on the

roll, a minute of the mieeting giving the reason for the
action, The records of the church are then clear, and
any ope who may not know the circumstances can see the
church was justified in ihe action taken.

It is a solemn act to unite with the church [t is equally
solemn to disfellowship a member, as it may involve the
eternal destiny of a soul. T. E. BowENn,

The Duties of the Deaconess

Drascons were appointed in the first place to relieve the
apostles of the responsibility of locking after ihe business
of the church. Acts 6-1-6, Later, deaconesses were as-
sociated with them to give atiention to matters which
seent to belong more particularly to the work of women.

The work of a deaconess is divided into two main parts,
—caring for the appointments of the church building,
and looking after the welfare of the members of the
church,

The deaconess should have a list of all the chureh
wmembers, with their addresses. Tt 1s her duty to become
acquainted with the members by systematic visiting. and
to render them such assistance as may be reguired  The
needs of the members may be many. Some need prac-
tical hetp in the home or sick room. some need food:
some, clothing; otllers, work Some may need words of
encousagetient and sympathy. Some are trying to adopt
a bealih reform diet, and do not know how to cook veg-~
etarian food or to prepare a well-halanced meal The
deaconess should make it her busipess, in conjunction with
the deacon, to see that all ihese needs are supplied. She
would not he expected to do all the work hersetf, hut
should find out what the needs of the members are, and
solicit the assistance of the other members of the church
in helping the needy ones, thus leading them to become
interested in one another’s welfare, and uniting the church
as one family

The cleaconess should be a woman of consecration and
good judgment, very tactful and sympathetic. There are
in some churches wives and mothers who have very little
idea of how to keep a hame clean and comfortable. These
need help, but it must be given very carefully and tact-
fully, or it will only offend and make matters worse than
they were before. In such cases as these, the deaconess
should endeavor to talk in a way that will lead the sister
to desire help Faultfinding or criticizing is worse than
useless, The deaconess must win, not drive. She should
rather try Lo 1ift the sister’s mind to a higher plane, by
dwelling on the importance GGod attaches to the bome and
its influence

When there are sick amnong the members, it is the duty
of the deaconess to find out if iheir needs are all supplied.
If therc is opportunity to give simple treatments ta any,
the services of some brother ar sister in the church who
has had experience m this matier, should be solicited.
The voung people are often prepared to give such help as
this. 1f dainty food is needed to tempt the appetite, the
services of those who can prepare such things should be
sought. .

When clothes are needed, arrangements should be niade
for these to be solicited from other members of the
church, or from the public. There are well-to-do persons
in wost comimunities who are glad to give their cast-off
clothing to those who they know will make good use of
it. Every church of any size should have a Dorcas so-
ciety to give continual attention to this matter.

The poor fund is usually administered by the deacon
and deaconess. A careful record should be kept of the
receipts and disbursements, and the needs of the poor
should he brought before the church as often as naces-
sary, in order that maney may be supplied with which to
meet them.— Selected.

{(To be concluded)
et et g

“WHEN men use their powers as God directs them to, their
talents will increase, their ability will enlarge, and they will
have heavenly wisdom in seeking {o save those who are lost.”
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Home Missionary DBepartment

+ Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath
Home Missionary Service  °

(To be held June 27, 1914)
: “Hymns and Tunes” No. 170 " Christ in

.

OPENING SO
wong,” No 76s

Praver.
Reading * “Toe Qrigin and Development of the Bible Work

Among Seventh-Day Adventisls.” )
Song: “ Hymus and Tunes” No 1300; Christ in Song,”

No. 408
Reading: “ How to Learn to Give Bible Readings.”

Bible study: “ The Glerious Appearing of Christ.”
Reports of work done by members,

Plans for work for the coming month.

Collection for literature fund

Closing song® “ Hymns and Tunes,” No. 1306

. Benediction. ' .
Nove — Arrangements should he made for the outlines given

m the reading on “How to Learn to Give Bible Readings,”
10 be weittenn on the blackboard as they are read, so that the
members may make nofe of them. The fexts given in the
Bible reading should also be placed on the board as the study
is given, so that the members may note them down for futire

study
The Origin and Development of the Bible Work
Among Seventh-Day Adventists

1n 1882, while Flder 3, N. Haskell was preaching at
camyp meeting held in California, a storm came up which
made so much noise that the service had to he discon-
tinued. Flder Haskeil gathered a group of people arcund
him 1 the center of the tent and gave out texts of Serip-
Lure to different ones to read, and began asking questions
upon them The Spirit of the Lord seemed to impress
the truth upon the minds of the people, and Elder Haskell
conceived the idea that that would be a good way to pre-
sent the truth in families and companies. He began to
arrange different subjects in the form of Bible readings.
At the service mentjoned Sister While was present, and
the next day related to Blder Haskell and others that what
he had done was in harmony with the light she had re-
ceived. She related having seen many young people going
from house to house with Bibles under their arms, teach-
ing the people the truth.

At this time Elder A, T Robinson and his wife had
charge of a company of students of South Lancaster
Academy, who were taking subscriptions for the Signs
of the Times in the city of Worcester, Massachusetts.
Elder Haskell wrole to Elder Robinson about his pian of
Bible work, hut did not succeed in making the plan suffi-
ciently plain so that the workers could understand how to
follow it. Soon after, Elder Haskell returned to South
Lancaster, and Elder Robinson went to see him about the
work, and brought back with him some ‘Bible readings
which Elder Haskell hac prepared, some of which con-
tained over cne hundred and fifty questions, With this
help Elder Robinson began preparing his own readings,
which he presented in families wherever he had oppor-
tunity. That same year a mission was started in the cify
of Boston, Massachusctts, Elder and Mrs, Robinson hav-
ing charge of the niission. They were joined by John R.
Israel and several inexperieniced workers, and thev found
the Bible work a very successful wmeans of getting the
truth before the people

About that time. at a meeting of the General Confer-
ence a resolution was passed authorizing the publication
of the Bible Reating Gazetie, a monthly pamphlet of
twenty-eight pages. Lo all who would furnish four Bible
readings, the magazine was to be sent free for one year.
This was made the only terms of subseription. By the
close of the first year, the demand for these readings was
so great that the year's issue was published in book form,
containing 102 readings, and sold for $1 a copy.

The following year 2 Bible training school was opened
in Chicago, in charge of Eller G. B. Starr, and about the
same time the General Conference called Elder Robinson

and wife to take charge of a similar work in Brooklyn
New York, a large number of young people being trained
in these missions in the Bible work. From that beginning
the training of Bible workers has gone steadily forward,
and hes become a recognized factor in the carrying for-
ward of the third angel's message,

Mes, A, T. Ropinson,

How to Learn to Give Bible Readings

TxE first step in learning how to give Bible readings
successfully is for the would-be Bible reader to learn how
to study the Bible Many read the Bible. but few situdy it.

We shall suppose that you wish to give a Bible reading
op the subject ” The Second Coming of Christ” There
are two ways in which you may prepare the reading, Yon
can select ome of the many excellent Bible readings on
this subject, printed in our various publications: study it
until you are familtar with those texts, and then give the
reading. In the mweantime, hope and pray that no one will
ask you any questions outside the range of the few texts
you have studied. There may be circumstances under
which this would be the proper course to pursue.

A far better way is to spend an hour a day sindying the
Bible on the subject of the second commg of Christ.
Ma%{e a list of every text you can find treating on the
subject.  If you weork faihiully, yon will have a long
list of texts. Study each text in your hst until vou can
give a clear exposition of it. Then make out your
Bible readings on the second coming o Christ. 1 say
readings. for you will have material enough to make
several.

Spend time thinking over the subjects, and have a defi-
nite outline in your mind before you begin to arrange
your texts. Can you imagine how a house would look
built without any plan drawn by an architect for the car-
penter to follow? Many Bible readings are built in like
manner, Good texts are jumbled together, but there are
no clear points made from the beginning to the end

Have a decided conviction in your own toind of the
truth you wish to teach before you begin. To iflustrate.
If you wish to teach that Christ will come as a real, tan-
gible being, that it will be a glorious event, that the
wicked will be destroyed, and the righteous canght up to
meet him, make out a diagram something like the follow-
ing. Then use the clearest texts you have in your list
to prove each point; if you find none, enlarge your list.

Second Coming of Christ

Christ will come ,3
He will cowe in glory‘\:

Wicked skin at hus appearng )

Righteous caught up to meet the Lord :

Preparation necessary to meet the Lord%

11 the persons with whom you are reading are especially
intetested in the coming of Christ, you can make out a
reading on the signs on the earth of Christ’s coming. By
giving some thought to the subject, your mind will soon
form an outhine. 1 give an illustration, but wish 1t under-
stood that these are not model outlines. They are only
suggestive,

Signs on the Earth of Christ’s Coming

Increase of knowledge ;
Wonderful inventions %
Earthquakes and storms by sea and land :

Insect pests )

|

If these topics are given properly, you will not need a
group of texts on the preparation for the event at the
close.  Hach sign is an evidence that the coming of Christ
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is near. Increase of knowledge is evidence that we are
in “the time of the end” Dan, 12:4. The steam and
electric cars and automobiles are not due in the world
unti} the “day of his preparation.” Nahum 2:3. The
insect pests come when “ the day of the Lord is at hand.”
Joel 11115,

Be sure to impress upon your readers the fact that all
these things are signs of Christ’s coming. Every tree
and shrub smitten by the insect pests Is but a sign board
hung out hefore our eyes to let us know that there are
only a few more turns in the road of time before Christ
will appear,

After you have given sample readings on the coming
of Christ and the signs on the earth, make out a reading
on the signs in the heavens showing thai his coming is
near. Study a connected line of thought, and then make
cut your diagram and fill in the texts zs before.

Signs in the Heavens
There will e gigns :

Thise signs will be in the sun, moon, and stars {

f

Sun and moon darkened 3
When? %

How? J, =

Stars fell %

Last generation %

Christ at the door %

Preparation for his cowing {

In giving a reading on the signs in the heavens, study
the Jittle hook * His Glorious Appearing.” Take a tew
copy of the hook with you when giving the reading, and
read a few choice extracts to prove the historical facts.
Do not weary your audience by reading too many quota-
tions. Be stre to read the extracts aloud at home until
you can give the right empbasis and correctly promounce
all words, Remark, as you gather up ycur hooks to go
home, “1 knew of no smalt book that gives more valuabie
facts on the subject of the signs for the same price than
‘His Glorious Appearing,’ it is only twenty-five cents”
Do not urge them to buy; simply let them know the value
and the price. Many of the little books have been placed
in the homes in this way, -

T should not think it hest always to give three Bible
studies on the second coming of Christ before giving other
subjects, although in some cases it might be well to do
so. I give the preceding simply as an illustration of how
to study the subject.

The millennium, the new carth, the prophectes, and
other topics can be studied in the same way. In study_ing
each subject try to get a much broader and deeper view
of it yourself than you give to your readers. Every Bible
worker needs a reservoir of knowledge from which to
draw. 1{ you are familiar with only the few texts you
use in the reading, it will be manifest to those with Wwhom
you read The volume of your reservoir of Bible knowl-
edge is discerned as quickly by others as you can detect
the force of the water in the reservoir when you turn on
the faucet. ]

While we should be familiar with each subject given,
yet we should not by any means tell all we know. I re-
member living in a bhouse where the water pressure was
so great that if, wishing to draw a glass of water, I
turned on the faucet futl. the water was thrown out of
the glass. I soon learned to tumn the faucet only a little
if T wished but a cupful. Your readers are tiny cups.
These subjects are all new to them, and they can assimi-
late only a [ittle at each reading. If you tell tliem too
mech at one tifme, it will act as the high-water pressure

in the glass; they will g ang of real benefit. Make
a few points wery clear . _ach reading you give.

Be brief. No Bible reading should ever exceed sixty
minutes in length, and forty-five minutes is better than
an hour,

Close your Bible reading with an eamest prayer, and
leave your readers al once. Leave them alone with the
influence of the words of God and the prayer. I have
known well-meaning persons to spoil ali the good of the
Bible reading by staying aud visiting after they had fin-
ished the-reading.

Be prompt in beginning and closing. 1f your.appoint-
ment is with Mrs. Brown at 3 p. ., do not keep her
wajting. Be there to begin promptly at three o'clock.
These seemingly little things are very important, and the
one who is careful on these points, will find her readers at
home waiting for her, while the one who is careless in
filling appoiniments al the exact Hme, will soon find her
readers absent when she calls.

Mrs. Brown is not the only one you disappointed by
being late. Tn your morning worship you remembered the
aiternoon appointinent and earnestly prayed that God
would send the angels to help you give the reading and
open the heart of Mrs. Brown to receive it. The angels
were sent on time, Mrs, Brown was ready ; but yon were
late, and eternity alone will reveal what you lost by fail-
ing to recognize the sacredness of the work of the Lord,
Jer. 48: 10, margin.

Study and intellectnal preparation will never convert
souls. We must make every spiritua! truth our own be-
fore it will affect others, That is one advantage gained
by thoroughly studying the entire list of texts before mak-
ing out any Bible readings. In studying them as a whole,
you feed your own soul, while often in studying a few
texts simply to give to some one else, you think only of
how they will affect the one you are reading with. If you
would learn the art of giving successful Bible readings,
you must let your own soul be fed on the texts first, and
then a power will go with the giving of the reading that
will lead others to the great Life-giver.

I fancy that I heay some one say, “ 1 could never spend
one honr a day studying my Bible” I it is veally utferly
wppossible for you to do so, then I should advise you to
lend packages of tracts to your neighbors instead of at-
tetipting to give Bible readings. You can do that without
much study.

Many who at first might think it impossible to spend an
howr in Bible study, could do so by carefully planning
their work. The most of cur sisters are divided into two
classes,— those who have children in the home, and those
who do not. If you have your children still in your home,
you cannot afford to spend less time receiving instruction
from God. VYou have only a few years to sow the good
seed in the minds of your children, They will soon go
out into the world,

Get your children interested in helping to find the texts
upon the subject you are studying. 1f you have no black-
board, pin a piece of paper upon the wall, and write your
list of texts upon it. Study them together with your chil-
dren. Your children are your first duty; do not overlook
them. If you persevere in this, you will soon find that
the children as well as yourself are familiar with many
Bible subjects, and who knows but that very study may
be the means of their salvation? As you study one sub-
jcet after another in your homes with your children
while preparing to work for vour neighbors, you will
prepave them Lo meet the Lord.

The sistcrs who have no children in their homes can
find time to prepare for the work if they will pray ear-
nastly three times a day for God to give them a burden
for souls for whom Christ died. When they have a true
burden for souls, they will find the time to study their
Bibles. I remember otie dear sister, the mother of 2 fam-
ily of children, who used to ) - her open Bible on the
window sill in front of her war b, and commit the texts
to memory ~ile washing fthough she had far less
spare 'ime than many others, she was recognized by all
as a thorough Bible student and a good Bible worker.




THE CHURCH QOFFICERS GAZETTE . 5

The secret of her finding opportunity for Bible study lay
in the fact that she dearly loved God and his Word, She
had no spare time, but she found opportunity for study
hecause she loved it so much that she mude the opportu-
nifies, where some who loved less would have thought it
cssible. Mrs. 5 N. Hasgerr.

The Glorious Appearing of Christ
Tue following Bible reading was prepared by Mrs.

S. N. Haskell, and will illustrate what she has written on

the subject: —

Col 3:4. The righteous will appear with Christ in glory.

John 14. 1-3. Christ himself has promised to come again.

Acts v:g-11. He will come in person, the same Jesus that,
clothed 1n humanity, blessed the people while he
walked among them.

Rev. 1:7. He will come iu the clouds of heaven

Luke g 26 Christ will “ come in his own glory, and in his
Father’s. and of the holy angels 7 It will be a won-
derful display of heavenly glory.

Matt. 37:2. When Christ was clothed will “his own
glory,” his {ace shone as the sun. and his raiment was
whtte as the light,

Ex 24-16, 17; Eze 1: 28, The Father's glory appears like
devouring fire to those whose hearts are not right
with God; but to the righteous it appears liike the
beautiful rainbow. -

Matt. 28:2, 3. The angel that came to open the Saviour’s
tomb and call him to life came clothed in heavenly
glory; his face was like the lightning. and his raiment
while as snow.

Rev. 5: 715, There are ten thousand times ten thousand.
and thousands of thousands of angels,

Matt. 25:37. When the Saviour returns to this carth, he
will be escorted by all the angels, each one clothed
with heaveuly glory. The whole canopy of heaven
will be flled with an innumerable company of the
“hosts " of heaven.

Matt. 28: 3-5. Refore only one angel clothed in glory, the
Roman guard fell as dead men.

2 Thess. 2: 8. All the wicked of the carth will be slain by
the brightuess of Christ’s coming.

Jer 25:30-33 * The slain of the Lord shall be at that day

© fram one end of the earth even unto the other end
of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gath-
ered, nor huried: they shall be dung upon the
ground,”

1 Thess. 4-16-18. All the righteous will be caught up
irom the earth to meel the Tord in the air, and thus
they will ever be with the Lord.

1 Cor. 15: 50-53. The rightecus will be changed fram mor-
tal to immortal in a nrament

Phil. 3:20, 21, Their vile bodies will be fashioned like
unto the Saviout’s glorious body.

Luke 21 :34-36. All should watch lest the love of pleasure
and the cares of this world prevent their being ready
when Christ appears—— Hible Training School, No-
vember, I071.

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings

First Week

OpeNTNG exercises. Song, season of short prayers, minutes,
reports of labor, song.

Lessou: “ The Place of Prayer i Soul Saving”

Plans for work: Attention should be given to providing
members with the literature they will need for the coming
week’s work,— tracts for lending and for distributing in va-
rious ways, periodicals for selling and for missionary cotre-
spondence, magazines for those working with them. In States
where temperance campaigns are being conducted, specizl at-
tention should be given to seeing that all are supplied with
collecting cards and literature,

Closing song,

Nore.— This lesson is a very important one, for in it is
given the secret of suceessful missionary worls It should be
read slowly, and every point emphasized, that all may see
clearly the relation praver bears to soul saving. It would be
well fo have a short season of prayer at the close of the read-
ing, to ask the Lord to give to every one preseot a realization
of the place prayer should have in his life.

Second Week

Opening exercises: Song, prayer, minutes, song,

Lesson: “ Bible Study on Prayer.” Let the leader or some
other suitable person prepare a Bible study from the following
texts: Luke 171:1, 5-10; I8:1-y; Matt. 6:6-8, 14, 15; Mark
Ti:23-26; John 14113, 14; 15:7, 8; 16:23, 24, 1 John 5: 14, 15.
This will help deepen the impression made by the study of the
previous week.

Reports of [zbor.

Plants for work® ¥f all the members have not yet undertaken
somme line of work, it might be well for the missionary secre-
tary to hand around slips of paper, and ask all who have not
yet started working to write on the slip the kind of work
they would like to do The slips should be collacted, and help
he given to those desiring to make a start in any line of work

Closing song,

Note-— The leader and the missionary secretary should not
he satisfied untjl they have enlisted the services of every mem-
her 1 some kind of work, Much tact should be used in deal-
g with those who are reluctant to take hold, and every ef-
fart should be made to help them realize that if they really
love Jesus, they will desire to 1abor for him. “If ye love me,
lkeep tny commandments.” Joln 14:75. One of these com-
mandments is, © Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.”

Third Week

Opening cxercises. Song, prayer, minntes. song.

Reporis of labor.

Lesson : Bible study,

Reading : “ Wayside Ministries”

Plans of work: Inguire into ilie supplies ueeded by the
members, and make provision for them

Clnsing song,

Fourth Week

Opening exercises : Song, minutes, season of short prayers,
song.

Reporis of labor

Lesson: Testimony study. The reading of quotations from
the Testimonies on the distribution of liletature, each member
having been asked the week before to bring a short quotation.
Volumes VI, VII, VIII, and TX contain much on this subject.

Note.— The leader should call attention to the special point
i each quotation as it is read.

Plans for work: A missionary picnic,

Closing song,

Norte—- It would be well for plans to be Ilmd for a mis-
sionary prenic These have been conducted very successfuliy
m many places The plan is as follows: A magazine or peri-
odical suited to the needs of the district is selected, and all
who can aftend the picnie are vited to meet in some central
place, where supplies are ready for thenz, and where they will
lie given ferritory to work Prayer is offered for the Lord’s
help in the work, afier which all go on their way, two by two,
to sell or give away the literature selected. At noon all meet
m some pleasant spot, and have lunch together, and tell their
experiences Suggestions are made to any who have not had
the best success, prayer is again offered for the work of the
afternoon, and all go again to work. Care should be taken
in pairing the members to put fogether an expertenced worker
and an mexperienced one, as far as it can he done consistently
with the wishes of the members. A wmissionary picnic might
well be held ottce a month during the summer

The Place of Prayer in Soul Saving

THE greatest thing any one can de for God and for man
is to pray. It is not the only thing, but it is the chief
thing. The great people of the earth today are the people
who pray. 1 do not mean those who talk about prayer,
nor those who say they believe in prayer, nor yet those
who can explain about prayer, but I mean those people
who take time to pray. They have not time It tmust be
taken from something else. These are people that put
prayer first, and group the other items in life’s schedule
around and after prayer.

God will do in answer to the prayer of the weakest one
here what otherwise he cowld not do. “Ve have nat
chosen me, but I have chaosen you, and ordained you, that
ve shouid go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit
should remain. that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father
in my name, he may give it you” John 15:16. Mark
that word may, not shell this time, but may, Shall throws
the matter over on God — his purpose. Mgy throws it
over on us — our cooperation. That is to say, our praying
makes it possible for God to do what otherwise he could
not do.

Everything that God does for man and through man he
does with man’s consent, always. With due reverence, but



6 THE CHURCH, OFFICERS GAZETTE

very plainly, let it be said that God can do nothing for
the man with shut hand and shut life There must be an
open band and heart and life through which God can give
wha? he longs to. Our prayer is God's opportunity to
get nto the world that would shut him out.

We think we can do more where we are through our
service: then prayer to give power to service. No — with
the blackest underscoring of emphasis. let it be said —
NO. We can do no thing of real power until we have
done the prayer thing.

Here is a man by my side. I can talk to him. I can
bring my personality to bear upon him, that I may win
bim. But before I can influence his will a jot for God,
I must first have won the victory in the secret place. In-
tercession is winning the victory over the chief (the en-
emy), and service is faking the field after the chief is
driven off, ’

There are some of our friends who think themselves of
the practical sort who say: “The great thing is work;
prayer is good, and right, bui the great need is to be
doing something practical” The truth is that when one
understands about prayer, and puts prayer in its right
place in bis life, he finds a new motive power burning
in bis bones to be doing; and further, he finds that it 18
the doing that grows out of praying that is mightiest in
touching human hearts.

The whole circle of endeavor in winning men includes
sach an infinite variety. There is speaking the truth to

. a nomber of persons, and to one at a time; the doing of
needed kindly acts of helpfulness, supplying food, and
the like; there is teaching; the almaost omnipotent ministry
of money; the constant contact with a pure, unselfish life;
letter writing; printer’s ink in endless variety. All these
are in God's plan for winning men. But the intensely
fascinating fact to mark is this, that the real victery in all
this service is won in secret, beforehand, by prayer; and
these other indispensable things are the moving upon the
works of the enemy, and claiming the victory already
won. And when these things atre put in their proper order,
prayer first, and the other things second,—- second, I say,
not omitted, not slurred over, done with all the earnest-
ness and power of brain and heart and life possible; but
done after the victory has been won in secret against the
real foe, and done while the winner is still claiming the
victory already assured,— then will come far greater
achievements in this ouler open service—"" Quiet Talks on
Prayer,” pages 12-19.

Bible Study

7. Witaz is said of Jesus? Acts 10: 38,
2. What should his followers do? 1 John 2:6; 1 Feter
2: 21,

3. What does God ask of his children now? Isa. 38:
6-11.
4. Ts this work new to God's people? Job 29:11-16.

(Job, who lived in very early days, engaged in this work,
not only for those who came directly to his notice, but he
searched oat the needy.)

t. In what way is true religion manifested? James
T2y,
6. How will this work finally be recognmized? Matt.

251 34-40.
Wayside Ministries

“1 EXPECT to pass through this world but once. If
therefore, there be any kindness I can do to any fellow
being, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect if,
for T shall not pass this way again.”

There are two ways in which all of us work, and two
classes of- results which flow from our hives. There are
things we do purposely — that we deliberately plan to do.
We take pains io do them. We spend long years ofien-
times in fitting ourselves to do them. They cost us
thought and care. We travel many miles, perchance, t0
perform them. They are the things we live to do.

Then there are other things we do that have formed
no part of our plan We did not set out in the morning

to accomplish them. They are unplauned, unpurposed
things, not premeditated nor prearranged. They are way-
side ministries. They are the little things we do between
the greater things They are the seeds we drop by chance
from our hand in the path as we go out to the broad field
to sow. They are the minor kindnesses and couriesies
that £/l up the interstices of our busy days. . . . They are
the smalier opportunities of usefulness which open to us
as we carry our great responsibilities. They are the
things of which we take no note, and perhaps retain no
memaory,-— mere touches given as we hasten by, words
dropped as we pass along.’

We set no store by this part of our life work. . . . And
yet oftentimes these unpurposed things are the holiest and
most beautifu} things we do, far outshining those which
we ourselves prize so highly. I believe that when the
books are opened it will be seen that the very hest parts
of many lives are the parts by which they set no store,
and from which they expecied no outcome, no fruits,
while the things they took pride in and wrought with plan
and pains prove to be of but small value. Our Lord tells
us that the righteous will be surprised n the judgment to
hear of noble deeds wrought by them of which they have
no knowledge or recollection. No doubt there is a won-
drous amount of good -done unconsciously, of which the
doers shall never be aware until it is disclosed in the
future life. . . .

We go out i the morning to our round of dutles, and
perform them with more or less faithfulness and effec-
tiveness. But during the busy Lours of the day we find
opportiunity for doing many minor kindnesses, We meet
a friend on the street whose heart is heavy, and we stop
to speak a word of thoughtful cheer and hope which sings
in his ear like a bar of ange!l’s song all day long. We ring
a neighbor's doorbell, as we go out from dinner, to inquire
for hus sick child, and there is a little more brightness in
that sad home al} the afternoon because of this thought-
fulness. We walk a few steps with a young man who is
in danger of slipping out of the way, and let fall a sincere
waord of interest which he will remember and which may
help to save him.

All sorts of people come to us on all sorts of errands
dating the day. Wae cannot talk much to each, and yet we
may drop inlo each heart a word of kindnmess that will
prove a seed of beanty. We mieet people in business re-
tations. To talk to them on religious themes may be
neither practicable nor expedient And yet there is not
one of them to whom we may not minister in some way.
One man has had sorrow in his home. His face carries
the niarks of sore struggle and inward pain. By a gen-
tler hearing, a mellowed speech, a heartier hand grasp or
longer pressure, and a thoughtful expression of the sym-
pathy and interest we feel, we send him away strangely
comforted. Another is struggling under financial bur-
dens, and a hopeful word gives him courage o stand more
bravely under his load. We are writing business letters,
and we put m a personal sentence or a kindly inquiry,
revealing a human beart even amid the great clashing,
grinding wheels of business, and it carries a pulse of bet-
ter feeling mto some dingy office and some dreary, tread-
mill life far away Not one of these things bave we done
with any clear thought, or even conscidusness, of doing
good, ard ver they yield loveliness and fragrance to
brighten many a bare and toilsome path.

In every life there are these opportunities for wayside
munistry, Indeed, the volantary activities of any life do
not by any means measure its influence. The things we
do with deliberate intention make but a small part of
the sum total of our life results. Our influence has no
nights, and keeps no Sabbaths. It is continuous as life
itself. There is a ministry in our handshaking, in our
greeting, fn the most casual conversation, in the very ex-
pression we wear on our faces as we move along the
street, in the gentle sympathy that adds such a thrill of
strength to fainting weariness,—

“ Like moonlight on a iroubled sea,
Brightening the storm it cannotl calm”
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To meet some people on the sidewalk and have their
cheery " Good marning!” makes ope happler all day.
To encounter others is as dispiriting as meeting a funeral
procession. There is a magic poteticy always in a sunny
face. There 15 a holy aroma always about unselfish love.
A joyiul person scatters gladness like song notes. A con-
secrated Christian life sheds a tender warmih wherever
it moves. What a wondrous sphere of usefulness is thus
opened io every one of us! Preparation for it 1s best
made by heart culture.

Tt is purity, truth, helpfulness, and love that sanctily
the mfluence. Full of Christ, wherever we move we leave
hrightness and joy. Amid the husiest scenes, when en-
gaged in the most moment -3 labors, we carry on at the
same time a quiet, unpurper d ministry whose results shall
spriig up in ouwy pathwa like lovely flowers, or echo
again in the hearts of ot s in notes of holy song, or
glow in human lives in touches of radiant beauty—
“ Weekday Religion,” pages 117-125.

Duties of the Church Missionary Secretary — No. 1
Relation to Conference Tract Society

Tue church missionary secretary is the link between
the church and the conference tract society. Fe acts as
the business agent for the church, ordering all missionary
supplies for the use of the members,

All orders to the tract society should be made out 1n
duplicate, one copy being sent to the tract society, and the
other kept by the missionary secretary. e will then be
able to check the tract society bill when it comes, to see
if it agrees with the order sent. If he discovers a mistake
in a bill, he should at once return it, with a letter ex-
plaining the mistake, and asking for a corrected bitl

A duplicate order hook for ordering supplies can be
obtained from the tract society at a cost of ten cents
Every missionary secretary should supply himself with
one of these.

In no case should orders be written in the middle or
any other past, of a letter, Many missionary secrelaries
fail to observe this good rule, thus greatly adding to the
wark of the tract socicty secretary, besides increasing the
possibility of the order’s being overlooked. T have many
times recetved a long letter from a misstonary, secretary,
of which the first part was several senlences abaut the
church meetings, then followed an order for something,
two or three paragraphs about the work of the church,
another order, some wissionary news. and yet another
ordeyr, It will readily be seen that it woutld be much easier

far the traci society secretary to read the fetter about the-

work of the church straight through, and have the orders
on a separate sheet, from which they could be filled, The
missionary secretaries should remember that the tract so-
ciety secretaries are always very busy, and should do all
possible to avoid making them any unnecessary wosrk

Every church should adopt the cash system. When
members order tracts, books, periodicals, or magazines for
their own use, they should hand the missionary secretary
the money with the order. The misstionary secretary
should carry with him ap up-to-date catalogue, that he
may always be ready with the prices of supplies.

When clubs for papers or magazines are ordered for
use by the church, arrangements may be made with the
tract society to pay for them at the close of each month,
the money being collected from thoge who take them,
weekly or monthly, as may be most convepnieni. Tt is
advisable to collect this money each week, as far as pos-
sible, because the smalier the amount to be paid, the
easier it is to collect.

Church members who canvass for home workers’ books,
and those who use large quantities of magazines, should
deal direct with {he (ract society. There may be some
members who occasionally sell a few copies of the home
workers” books, and these may be ordered through the
missionary secretary and paid for when seld. The mis-
sionary secretary should, in cases where books are taken
without payment being made, enter them in a notebook,

and have the member who takes them sign for them in
this notebook. This will prevent any disputes as to the
number of books taken. When the member pays for them,
a receipt should always bhe given.

When sending orders to the tract society, care should e
taken lo write legibly, especially names and addresses, In
ordering books the binding desived should be named, if
there 15 more than one E. M. G.

Some Do’s and Don't's for Church Mission-
ary Secretaries
Do'’s .
Do order Memaory Verse Cards at Jeast four weeks be-
fore the close of the quarter.
Do renew clubs of Instructor, Wovrker, and Liftle
Friend at least two weeks hefore expiration date,
Do remit promptly after the ciose of the month,
Do order Sahbath Sclicol Quarterlies two weeks before
the close of the quarter.
{20 use the order forins in ordering. It saves time.
Mo keep a carbon copy of all orders you send.
Do sign your name to the order before mailing.
Do check up with your orders each month all bills re-
ceived.
(06 call the attention of the tract society promptly to
any esrors it may have made.
Do forward your orders prompily.
Do keep a record book, showing receipts and disburse-
nents, from whom received, and to whom paid.
Do keep a file of receipts for all money you pay out.
Do yeceipt to church members for money they pay you.
Do keep your church tract rack well filled. Each
church should have one. Tracts win souls.
Dao have tract racks in all places where the public con-
gregate.
Do have them systematically filled,
Do take a club of the weekly Signs of the Times for
missionary work by the members.
Do send in your quarterly report of missionary work
done by your members as soon as the quarter closes.

Don’t’s

Dion't combine orders and letters on the same sheet,

Don’t send money loose in the envelope. Send money
order ot check,

Don't write on hoth sides of sheet.

Don’t overlook suggestions for aggressive work you
may receive. I possible, use them.

Don't. please don’t, forget to carry out these instruc-
tious. ’ . Frawg Corrin,

0 -

What She Did

Dorcas was “full of good works and almsdeeds which she
did.” Many people are full of good works and atmsdeeds
which they intend doing as soon as they can find a convenient
opportunity. There is danger that good intentions may lull
one into inactivity, One may be so full of good intent that
the conscience rests easy while nothing is actually done,
Dorcas’s example is a good one.  She was full of “ good wotks
and almsdeeds which she did;” and the opportunities come
to all of us on the right hand and on the left in this needy,
suffering world.— Selected.

ey

Better Come Down

A maw stood up in an experience meeting, and said, “I
have been for five years on the mount of transfiguration.”

“How many souls have you led to Christ in that t{ime?”
inquired the pastor. N

"Well, T don’t know.”” he replied.

“Have vou brought a single one?”’

“1 don’t know that T have.”

“Well, then, you had better come down.”

When a man gets too high for service, therc is something
wrang.— Selected.
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Miggionary Wolunteer
Department

Senior Society Study for Sabbath,
June 6

Suggestive Program

1. OpeNING exercises (fifteen minutes) : Special music;
sentence prayers; review Morning Watch texts for past week;
collect individual report bianks and offering ; secretary’s report

2, Bible study (fifteen minutes): Exodus, chapters s-14.
See also “ Patriarchs and Prophets” Study. Moses as a
leader in Egypt. Notice his perscverance, faith, and implicit
obedience, What other characteristics of leadership do you
find? Notice his method of dealing with Pharach.

3. Quiz on Standard of Attaimment texts (fve minates):
Matt. 24: 36-30.

4. “The Story of Metlakahtla, No. 1”7 {(ten minutes) : Have
this paper read, ot given as a talk.

5. Social mceting and discussion of plans for aggressive
missionary work (ten minutes).

6. Closing exercises (five minutes):: Song; closing prayer;
repeat in concert the Missionary Volunteer membership pledge.

The Story of Metlakahtla— No. 1

Wrrrram Duncan sacrificed a lucrative position to go
to the barbarous Indians in British Columbia, on the
North Pacific coast near Alaska. FHe started out under the
auspices of the Charch Missionary Society, and taking
passage n a Hudson Bay Company’s vessel around Cape
Horn, reached Vancouver. Sir James Douglas, governor
of Hudson Bay Company, tried to discourage his going.

Mr. Duncan was taken to Ft. Simpson, a fortified post
of the Hudson Bay Company. Here they had to watch
day and night for fear of treacherous Indians. The gates
‘sometimes were closed for months at a time.

¥t. Simpson was the center of an Indizan seitlement,
consisting of nine Tsimshian tribes notorious on the whole
coast for their cruelty, bloodthirsty savagery, cannibal-
ism, and constant merciless war on neighboring tribes.
Heads instead of scalps. were taken, and these dangled
on their girdies in devil dances.

These people showed evidence of superior intellectual
capacity, their language abounding in metaphors, and soft,
sweet flowing sounds. In front of every hut was erected
a totem pole, elaborately carved with the figures of birds
or animals or other objects designating the crest of ihe
clan to which the occupant belonged. Sometimes the en-
tire front of the hut was carved and stained, representing
the head and face of an animal or Bird, the mouth or beak
serving as a doorway.

These Indians made exquisite engraved bracelets and
othet ornaments of gold, silver, and copper; and baskets
and pouches were made of a peculiar grass so closely
woven as to hold water, embellished with heraldic de-
signs. The Indians were hospitable to strangers. They
produced fire by friction, and used hot stones to cook
food and heat water. Nature furnished them with fish
and flesh. Their beliefs and superstitions were based on
legendary lore. They had a version of the creation and
the flood ; believed in a good and evil genius, and in special
deities who control the sea and storms, etc.

The medicine man, claiming direct intercourse with the
spirit” world, exerted a great influence. He dressed in
hearskin or wolfskin, and wore a hideous caryed mask
aver his face. The exposed parts of his body were smeared
with red and black paint, and he was covered with charms,
such as dried skunk skins, distended fish bladders, tails of
animals, feathers, claws, and teeth. Armed with a mystic
wand and with a huge wooden rattle fashioned like an
eagle with a demon on its back pulling out a man’s tongue
with its tceth, he proceeded to frighten evil spirits by
unearthly wails and guttural sounds, and by brandishing
his rattle, .

Shortly after Mr. Duncan’s arrival from the fort, he
witnessed a party of hideously painted and bedecked can-
nibals with the hody of a woman who had just been mur-

dered by the chief. Each struggled to get a morsel of
human flesh, and devoured it with howls and yells. In-
stead of quailing Mr. Duncan, it stimulated him. Imme-
diately he secured one of the most enlightened Tsimshian
natives to assist him in learning their language. All past
intercourse had been through the medium of the Chinook
jargon and a sign language.

With great patience and hard work by means of signs,
gestares, and abjects, Mr. Duncan secured a fair vocab-
ulary of Tsimshian words, which he wrote down pho-
netically, and soon constructed sentences. Finally he
wrote out a simple address, explaining his mission among
them. Meanwhile through Clah he had conveyed to the
Indians that a white man had come, not to barter or get
gain, but to hring them a message from the white man’s
God and to teach them the white man’s knowledge. That
excited their curiosity, and when Mr. Duncan ventured
among them in spite of the warning of the officers of the
fort, chiefs and people received him warmly, regarding
him as supernatural, '

In deference to their tribal customs, Mr, Duncan found
it necessary to speak to each of the nine Tsimshian tribes
at the homes of their respective chiefs. This was in 1857,
In his simplest manner, framing his speech after their
own method, Mr. Duncan told them the story of the Bible
and the Saviour, and pointed out to them the grave sin of
taking haman life, and piclured the benefits of the Chris-
tian life. Next, Mr. Duncan opened a school at the house
of a chief. This was eagerly attended by children and
adults. He built a log schoolhouse. Soon two hundred
were in attendance, including several chiefs. By visiting
their homes and ministering to the sick, he secured an
insight into their lives, customs, and hearts.

The medicine chiefs saw in Mr. Duncan’s teaching their
destruction, and determined to thwart him. One day be
received motice from Legiac, the head chief of all the
tribes, to stop his school for a month during the medicine
feast. Regarding compliance as surrender, he refused.
Legiac threatened to kill him and all who attended, but
Mr. Duncan featlessly continned. Finding he was not to
be intimidated by threats, Legiac, followed by the medi-
cine men, all hideously painted and decked- with feathers
and charms, rushed nto the school. The pupils fled. Mr.
Duncan met Legiac face to face, believing that they ex-
pected to overcome him by their numbers and frightful
appearance. Ile spoke in a calm, conciliatory tone, poini-
ing out their evil ways, urging them to accept his teach-
ing, and assuring them that their threats would be without
avail. Legiac, fired with drink, gesticulated savagely, re-
plying that he and his companions were murderers,” and
the white man’s leachings could do them no good. Mr.
Duncan replied pacifically. At one moment Legiac ap-
peared to weaken, but one of his confederates taunted
him, and demanded, if he had valor, that he cut off the
white man’s head. Legiac’s pride stung, he drew his great
knife and was about to thrust, when suddenly his arm
fell as if smitten with paralysis, and he cowed and slunk
away. Unknown to Mr. Duncan, Clah, his faithful pupil-
teacher, hearing of Legiac's designs, had armed himself
with 2 revolver and crept guietly into the schaalhouse.
Just at the moment Legiac tifted his hand to strike, Clah
covered hinl with his revolver, and he cowed. .

One day while addressing his congregation, Mr. Duncan
noticed the renowned warrior, Cushwaht, suddenly rise,
give Him a fierce look, and dash out of the house in a rage.
Later he learned that Cushwaht was mortally offended
becatse Mr. Duncan had told all the people about his bad
ways. Cushwaht’s conscience had stung him under the
direct preaching. It was this savage warrior who had in-
cited Legiac to take Duncan’s head, and later had sought
to kil Mr. Duncan, and failing, vented his wrath by
smashing alt the windows of the schaolhouse.

On a trading trip to Victoria, Cushwaht committed
some viclent deed, and was flogged publicly and impris-
oned. Mr. Duncan, being in Victoria at the time, was
sent for by Cushwaht, suing for his intercession. “You
did not punish me when I tried to kill you; but God has
punished me. Forgive me, and I will be good; pity me,
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‘twenty ‘miles from Tt

and ask the white chief to let me go free.” Mr, Duncan
pleaded for him, and the government released him in the
custody of Mr. Duncan, who sent him to Ft. Simpson,
where he lived a better life* Being stricken with small-
pox, he was placed in a tent on the heach. Fear of con-
tagion prevenied the celebration of his death with the
usual pomp and céremony, His dying request was to
have his death marked by the firing of a cannon’ and the
hoisting of a flag ever his tent. This request was granted.

On scveral occasions Mr. Duncan narrowly escaped
assassination, but his fearlessness and earnest, unselfish
devotion gradually won a goedly band of faithful fol-
lowers.

Mr. Duncan found these people extremely filthy in their
persons and in their homes, He taught them the art of
soap maleng. The Hudson Bay Company had charged a
mink skin, valued at one dollar, for a piece of common
soap the thickness of one-finger (now a large bar costs
threc cents). Naturally the Hudson Bay Company saw
danger to their trade, and opposed it. The fort offered
drink, and the heathen natives worked against the Chris-
tian natives. Patents sold their daughters, and men hired
out their wives and slaves to white men for prostitutes.

To remove, his followers from these pernicious sur-
roundings, Mr. Duncan resolved to establish a model com-
munity, e selecled a place called Metlakahtla, about
Simpson, the site of a former
Tsimshian village. Here were good fishing, hunting, a
good harbor, and suitablc soil for gardening. For a year
before going he circulated the following rules, announcing
thzt all who joined him must obey them:—

. Give up Indian deviltry.

. Cease calling medicine men when sick.
. Stop gambling,

Stop giving away .property for show.
Stop painting faces,

Stofi drinking,

Rest on the Sabbath,

Attend religious instructions.

Be clean.

Be industrious.

Be Tiberal.

Be peaceful

Send children to school.

Build neat houses,
Pay village tax.

Naliiv clN 4 O\:,n.!;:.om —
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On the day appointed, fifty men, women, and children
were ready. Six canoes embarked, freighted with their
belongings, while the entire population looked on.

C. L. Benson,

Senior Society Study for Sabbath,

June 13
Suggestive Programi
1, OeeENiNG  exercises  (ten minutes): Song; senfence
prayers; special music; review Morning Watch texts for past

week ! collect mdlvldual reports and offering; secretarys re-
port.

2. Bible study (fifteen mmutcs) Exodus, chapters ¥5-zo,
32-34, Numbers, chapters 11-14, etc. See also “ Patriarchs and
Prophets.” Moses as a leader in the wilderness. Select, from
the refereuces given, passages that reveal the characteristics
of this great leader. Notice his humility, his love for the
people, his patience with them, his fear of God, his willingness
to receive advice, his resourcefulness, etc,

3. Quiz on Standard of Attainment texts (five minutes} :
2 thss I:7-10.

“Story of Metlakahtla, No. 2” (ten minutes): This
paper should be read, or given as a talk. Preface this with a
brief review of the artnc}e given last week on this same subject.

5. Reports from all work bands (ten minutes).

6. Closing exercises (five minutes) : Repeat in concert the
twenty-third paalm.

Story of Metlakahtla — No. 2 .

Ow landing at Metlakahtta, Mr, Duncan and his Indian
converts began erecting huts and a schoolhonse which
also served as a church. Within a week after their ar-
rival, a fleet of thirty canoes came from Fit Simpson,
bringing nvearly three hundred recruits, including two
chiefs.
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Much of the responsibility of government was placed
on the people. Every candidate for membership to the
community must be acceptable to all, and subscribe to the
rules in public assembly. The village council consisted of
twelve, including the three chiefs. A native constabulary
force was also provided for.

To provide for the necessary public works, a tax was
fixed at $2.50 for each male adult, and one shirt, valued at
one dollar, for young men. The first assessment yielded
onie green, one blie, and ninety-four white blankets; one
pair white trousers, one dressed elk skin, seven shirts, and
seven collars,

Their public work was digging drains, making roads,
fixing rests and slides for canoes, crecting two large
howses o accommoedate strange Indians who came to
trade. They dug wells, and formed a public common play-
ground. Mr. Duncan introduced trades, encouraged hunt-
ing and fishing, and arranged to export salt and smoked
fish, fish oil, dried fruits, and furs.

Mr. Duncan now devoted himself to freeing all slavess
Many times his life was endangered. Finally, Metlakahtla
became known as an asylum of emancipation.

One of the most difficult matters to deal with was the
sale of intoxicating liquors. White men and Indians en-
gaged in the traffic. By strict prohibition in his pre-
cincts, Mr, Duncan at once coltided with these traders.
Having the -power of a government magistrate, he fined
and imprisoned several liquor traders. As an example,
he seized a vessel that defied his authority and burned it
on the beach. The Hudson Bay Company regarded his
work as undermining theirs, reviled him, and refused to
bring his supplies in their vessels. Slave traders, medi-

. cine doctors, chiefs, and white traders plotted for lus

overthrow.

Just at this {1ime a great scourge of smallpox destmyed
thousands of lives. But owing to the wise sanitary neas-
ures of Mr. Duoncan, who vaccinated all whe came to
him, only five of his company died. He sent succor far
and near. Many flocked to him for assistance.

He purchased a vessel to secure independent transpor-
tation. The Indians contributed $400, and in a few
months reccived a large dividend on each share. A vil-
lage cooperative store was established, in which each
villager lLeld at least one share. This also served as a
savihgs bank, Ten per cent interest wag paid. They
thought they should pay rather than receive for the safe-
keeping of their treasures. .

The minds of the people developed. Mr. Duncan deliv-
ered simple lectures, illusirated by a stereopticon. THe
was at the same time pastor, missionary secretary, treas-
urer, magistrate, schoolmaster, physician, carpenter,
builder, chief trader, friend, mnd adviser. The native
council was ingreased in numbers and was made elective.
The constabulary force was increased” Uniforms were
sapplied. The entire male population was divided into
ten companies, each having an equal number of cBuncil-
men and constables. A fire brigade was formed. At elec-
tion the hallot must be unanimous for a candidate.

Some transgression of the rules occurred. Those guilty
of serious offenses, after being judged by My, Duncan and
congemned by the council, were publicly whipped. Ban-
ishment was alse rcsorted to in the cases of some incor-
rigible malefactors.

To keep pace with the moral and mental progress, it
was decided to pull down the old houses and erect new
ones on lots sixty by one hundred and twenty feet. Mr.
Duncan helped the people with money. A new church,
gealing 1,200 people, g town hall, dispensary, reading
room, market honse, blacksmith, carpenter and tin shops,
work sheds, and a -soap factory were built. Ta build
these it was necessar$ to erect a water-power sawmill.
One old Indian said, “If it is true that Mr. Duncan
can make water saw wood, I will see it and then die!”
The public improvements were largely the result of profits
from the schooner, the store, and the trading expedi-
tions, but were assisted by comtributions of friends of
the mission and Mr. Duncan. Trades and industries
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were added. A brass band of twenty-one instruments
was organized. An organ was placed in the chyrceh,

in 180 Mr. Duncan paid a visit to England On his
return the population of the mission paid him all the
honors that they could have shown a king, A large
canoe cartied him home from the ship landing. On
sighting ihe village, a flag was hoisted on the canoe.
Targe crowds assembled on the beach, the comnstables
fired a salute, and every onhe wanted to shake hands.
Then all assembled in the little church, where he ad-

dressed them. Groups thronged until midnight. These
in turn sat up all night telling others.
Legiac had been the chief of all the chiefs. e who

had hoasted of the number of lives he had taken, and
who had tried once to assagsinate Mr. Duncan, had later
been converted, and became a simple citizen oi Met-
lakahtla. He was an industrious carpenter and cabinet-
maker, and & true, exemplary Christian. During Mr.
Duncan’s absence he was taken seriously ill and passed
®away, leaving this message for Mr. Duncan: “I shall be
very sorry if 1 shall not see you before I go away, be-
cause you have shown me the ladder that reaches to
heaven.”

Native missionaries went out at theiy own expense
ftom Metlakahtla. These men gave their message in
an earnest, simple way. Hunters and fishermen in min-
giing with people of other villages, told them of the
changes wrought by the new life; of the trading parties
that journeyed far inland, or voyaged along the coast
bartering for furs, cach did his mission work.

Suddenly in the adtumn of 1881 a storm of persecution
broke in fury over Metlakahtla. The Church Mission-
ary Society became unfriendly to Mr. Duncan because
he *did not introduce all the ritual of the English church
into his Indian church, which he felt would only con-
fuse them.

A succession of failures unllified the society’s plans
to relieve Mr. Duncan, and necessitafed his remaining
from year to year. Finally the northern part of British
Columbia was created 2 bishopric. Metlakahtla became
the headquarters. The bishop asserted his authority in
a pompots, arrogant, offensive manner. He paraded his
sacerdotal vestment's and claimed the title of © My Lord.”
At length the society was compelled fo check him. It
then anthorized all his mwissionary staff to meet yearly
for conference on mission affairs, The bishop would not
attend. The conference advised Mr. Duncan to continue,
and to run Metlakalitla as an independent mission.

These resolutions aroused the hishop, whoe prompted
the society to disconnect Mr. Duncan from Metlakahtla
and order his return hgme. The Indians unanimously
voted for him to remain, and he assented. An agent of
the society secretly scheined to destroy the harmonious
union. He encouraged some criminal chiefs there to
separate from Mr. Duncan and become adherents to the
Church Missionary Society.

The bishop returned to Metlakahtla and assumed lead-
ership. e tride to cow all into submission. ¥e said
Mr. Duncan was a false leader, and then bribed the
school-teachers to leave Mr. Duncan, The bishop now
opened a store for all Indians loyal to him, at prices
lower than Mr. Duncan could offer. The hishop seized
the community schoolhousc and turned it into a rival
church. )

The Indians, in 1887, petitioned the United States
government for a home in Alaska, and have removed
to a new site at Port Chester, on Annefte Island, and are
now under the protection of the great republic. Their
present site seems better in every way than the old one,
and the new Metlakabtla bids i#ir to prove ultimately
mote prosperous than the original community. The wil-

lage is situated on a beautiful plateau of nearly level land,.

with shady beaches on three sides, affording fine facilities
for shipping and fishing. The sawmills and canneries and
furniture shops form the dominant indusiries. :

- C. L. Bexsow, /
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Senior Society Study for Sabbath,
June 20

Suggestivé Program

1. Oreding  exercises  (ten minptes): Song; sentence
prayers; specizl music; review Morning Watch texts for past
weslk: collect individual report blanks: and offerings; secre-
tary’s report,

2, Bible study (fiteen minutes): Deuteronomy, chapters
32, 33. These two ancient poems put the finishing touches to
the picture of that great hero’s life. Study them. In the

first chapter note the tender love of God for his people; and.

in the second chapter notice especially verses 23-20.

“YWhat are the lessons that Moses teaches us from Mt
Nebo? He had been called to release his fellow tribesmen, he
was the founder of the religion and the national existence of
Israel, and he had been faithful in the accomplishment of his
task Yet he saw but Hitle of the fruits of his labor, and an-
other led Israel into the Promised Land, and experienced the
joy of gathering in the fruits of his ivil. ‘One man soweth,
and another reapeth.’”

What are sorne of the lessons we should learn from Moses?

3. " Moses, the Victorious Failure” (five minutes) : Let
this he read, Sec the Fustrucior dated June o L

4 Quiz on Standard of Attainment texts (five minutés) :
Gen 2:7; 3:10. : o

5. “ Samuel J. Mills and the Haystack Prayer Meeting,
(ten minutes) : This should be read, or given as a talk. That
meeting led up to the beginning of foreign missionary effort
by American churches. A monument now marks the place of
that very small but very important prayer meehng. -

6 Closing exercises (fifteen minutes) : Let the leader give
4 Gve-minute talk op the present conditions and future plans
of the society.
minute talk on onr 1914 goal, stating what you have done and
what you must do to reach it Have your Reading Course
members fnished theit work and drawn their certificates?
If wot, invite them to do so. Close by repeating the mem-
bership pledge i concert.

Samuel J. Mills and the Haystack Prayer Meeting

TaE “ Missionary Pathfindet,” whose name is famous
today because of a student haystack prayer meeting which
he led more than one hundred years ago, was Samuel
John Maills, Jr, born April 21, 1783, at Torringford,
Litchfiefd Co., Connecticut. He was of Dutch orign, his
ancestors having fled to America for conscience’ sake.
His greatgrandiather, when asked how he sent four sons
to Yale and gave to each a professional training, replied,
“With the help of Almighty God and my wife.” Samuel’s
father and three uncles were graduates of YVale, and were
ministers.

Samuel's father went as a home missjonary into Ver-
mont, under the direction of the missionary society of
his own State, rcceiving a salary of four dollars a week
and four doltars to supply his pulpit during his absence.
Atound the fireside he would describe to his family these
missionary tours. Samuel listened eagerly to every ex-
perience related. These recitals hegot in him a taste for
missionary work. . ’

I'n August, 1798, a religious awakening took place
among the young people of Torringford. Weekly the
youlg pecple assembled at various farmhouses to sing,
pray, and talk about their religious experiences. The
attendance increased until it was necessaty to meet in the
church, A powerful revival resulted. Samuel, although
deeply convicted, obtained no relief. His brother and
sister accepted Christ, but his soul was in “the gall of
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.”

The autumn of 1801 he entered Morris Academy, South
Farms, Litchfield. The morning he left home, his mother
had a heart-to-heart tatk with her eighteen-year-old boy.
She asked about his religious experience. He was silent
for a moment, then in tears he eried, “ O, that I had never
been horn'” “But, my son, you are borm, and you
cannot throw off your existence nor your everlasting ae-
countahility for your conduct,” his mother replied. She
feared he had mever seen the error of his way and his
fieed of Christ, but he replied, “I have seen (o the very
bottom oi hell”

The boy started for school with a heavy heart. The
mother went to her room, and upon her knees besought
God to save her son. The prayer was answered imme-

Have the secretary or treasurer give a two-

-
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diately. Samuel saw a new vision of God. He stopped
in the woods by the roadside, kneeled in prayer, and
gave his heart to God. The next year he told his father
that “he could nat conceive of any course in which to
pass the rest of his days that would praove so pleasant
as to communicate the gospel of salvation to the poor
heathen,” He wanted to be a missionary,

His mother was one of the chief factors in causing
him to make this decision. Her beautiful Christian spirit
deeply impressed Samuel. One day as she spoke in deep-
est appreciation of Elot, Brainerd, and other mission-
aries, e heard her say, “7 have consecrated this child
[Samuel] to the service of God as a missionary.” When
he decided to become a foreign migsionary, he resolved
to get ithe best education possible, to preach the gospel

In Apriy, 1806, Samue] J. Milis enrolled in Williams
College. Among the influences which brought students
to this college were its secluded location, the high moral
character of the surronnding community, and a lower
raie of hoard and tuition. The skeptical and atheistic
ideas advanced by the French Revolution had swept over
this country and through Williams College from 1793 to
1800, But a new era began with the new century, In
1805-06 the college was in the midst of a revival,

Mr. Mills lacked a strong physique. ¥is physical ap-
pearance was against him. His skin was sallow, his eye
dull, his voice not clear; he was not prominent as a
scholar; he was no great linguist nor mathematician nor
eloguent speaker; but he was always a leader in the
college life, He was mature — twenty-three vears old —
and an enthusiast, He threw himseli into the religious
life of the college with great zeal “No man was more
sought after than he by those who were concerned about
their personal religious life, and no one was more active
in efforts to arouse the indifferent. By the influence of
the revival in college he was enabled 1o diffuse his spirit
through a choice circle, who raised Williams College
to the d1stmct1on of being the blrthpiaCe of American
missions.”

The student prayer meetings offered him a special op-
portunity! They were held not only in the winter, but
also in the summer of 1806 in at least two plages.
Wednesday afternoons the studenis gathered south of the
West College under some willow trees, while Saturday
afternoons they were accustomed to meet in a thick
grove of maples in Sloan’s meadow, north of the college
buildings. Omne hot August day only five were present—
Samuel J. Mills, James Richards, Francis L. Robhins,
Harvey Loomis, and Bryan Green.

They first visited the grove, bhut dark, threatening clouds
accompanied by lightning and thunder, drove them to a
neighboring haystack. There Asia became the topic of
convessation, as they had recently studied about that
country in their gebgraphy. Mr. Mills proposed sending
the gospel to these benighted Orientals. He said, “ We
can do it if we will.” All agreed {o the proposition, ex-
cept Mr. Loomis. Fle contended that the fime had not yet
come, and that the wissionaries would be niurdered, Mr.
Mills met this opposition by saying, “ Come, let us make
it a subject of prayer under the haystack, while the dark
clouds are going and the clear sky is coming,” All prayed
execept Mr, Loomis. Mr. Mills prayed last, and referring
to the objections Loomis had advanced, exelaimed, “O
God, strike down the arm, with the red artillery of
heaven, that shall be raised against a herald of the
cross!” This prayer meeting, so small, yet so significant,
destined to challenge so much attention, closed with the
singing of a stanza of Tsaac Waits's hymn: —

“Let all the heathen writers join .
Ta form one perfect bhook:
Great God, if once compared with thine,
How mean their writings look!”

“These open-air prayer imeetings continued as long as
the weather would permit. Foreign missions were always
remembered in prayer. When the weather became too
cold, they met in a kitchen to hold their meetings, Those

* Ry

college hoys discussed missionary leiters and reports
with the sawme enthusiasm as the students of today hold
a football rally, Religion had become a real parf of their
college life. Mr, Miils was a personal worker. Whether
he sat in a student’s room, or strolled on the campus
or through the woods, the conversation was inevitably
directed to missions, He became so absorbed in the re-
vival, prayer meetings, and in foreign missions that his
studies suffered. He had an excellent mind, but his pre~
occapation with other subjects put him near the foot of
the class.

Mr. Mills had great organizing ability. He had ideas,
and was capable of devising methods to enlist others
in executing them. In order to concentrate the energies
of the college students who had dedicated their lives to
foreign missions, Mr, Mills, in his senjor year in college,
formed the Society of Brethren. This was the first Amer-
ican foreign missionary society. Its object was, mot to
send missionaries, but to arouse and maintain an interest
in the heathen. The charter members were Samuel J.
Mills, Ezra Fisk, James Richards, John Seward, and
Luther Rice,

“The constitution, the records, and the signatures were
all written in c¢ipher, and the whole matter was kept a
profound secret. The reasons for secrecy, as stated by
Ezra Tisk, twenty years afterward, were the possibility
of failure; public opinion, which could see in foreign
missionary projects only overheated zeal and fanaticism;
and then modesty required it of them lest they be thought
rashly imprudent.”

To create an interest in foreign missions the members
of the society republished missionary addresses by Dr,
E. D. Griffin and Dr, Jobn H. Livingstone, and then cir-
culated and read them aloud as there was opportunity.
Prominent ministers were visiled, and by public addresses
and private conversation among their people missionary
interest was developed. They also inoculated the stu-
dents of other colleges with missionary zeal.

Mark Hopkins said: “ That such a movement should
have originated with the undergraduates of a college,
at a time . . . when there was so much in the state of
the world to excite the youthful imagination and fire
ambition and distract the mind, when Eur@pe was quak-
ing under the tread of the man of destiny, and this coun-
try was fearfully excited by political divisions, can only
he accounted for from the special ageney of the Spirit
of God” C. L. Bensow.
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Senior Society Study for Sabbath,
June 27

Suggestive Program

1. QPENING exercises (ten minutes) ;r Special music;
song ; review Morning Watch fexts for past week; coll
dividual report blanks and offerings; secretary's report

2. Bible stady (fifteen minutes): Joshua 1:1-9; see also
“ Patriarchs and Prophets” ‘The new leader takes up his
work. Notice the above reference contains at least four items
of command and the same number of promises. What should
we learn from each?

“A great responsibility was upon Joshua, for which he was
fitted by his faith in Jehovah, his training under Moses (Deut.
34:9), and his mibtary genins. DBefore him lay the task of
concguest Moses’ work had been that of Jehovah's statesman;
Joshua’s was to be that of a general. Moses, in the fullness
of his faith, had assigned to each tribe in advance its portion
in Canaan, and had made such regulations 2s were called for
by the change from a wandering shepherd life to settled agri-
cultural pursuits. ‘ With Moges, prophecy begins'”— Koenig,

3. Quiz on Standard of Attainment (ten minutes}: Job
19125, 26; I Thess. 4: 16, Review briefly all texts used this
quarter. They are as follows: April —— Matt. 28:10; Rom.
6:3, 4; Mark 16:16; Matt. 3:13-10; Luke 5: 32; Acts 2: 38;
Matt. 3:8; Acts 3: 19 May—Matt 517, 18; John 15: 10;
Rom. 3:20; James 2;10-12; 1 Cor 15:21, 22; Acts 24:15;
1 Cor. 15:5I-54; Rev. 20: 4, 5; John 14:1-3; Rev. 21: 16-21,
June — See this paper.

4. The “ Brethren at Andover Seminary” (five minutes) :
Before readmg this article review briefly the study on Sainuel
I Ml!Is given last week. See Instructor dated June 16,

“ Orlgm of the American Board® (ten minutes) : To he
glven a3 a reading or a talk See Instructor dated June 16.

rayer
ect in-
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8. “ Obookiah ” {five minutes) : This biography throws ad-
ditional light on the noble life of Samuel J. Mills. It may
be read, or given as a talk

7. Closing exercises (five minutes); Close by repeating in
coucert Matt. 24: 14.

Obookiah

WHILE Samuel J. Mills was working to send mis-
sionaries to distant lands, God brought a foreign mis-
stonary field to his own door. ‘It was in 1809, While at-
tending Yale, that he met Henry Ohookiah, a native of
Hawaii. The lad was an orphan, his father and mother
having been butchered in a native uprising. Henry tried
to escape, but for a year or more was kept a prisoner by
the murderers of his parents, Ther his uncle, a high
priest, discovered the boy, and undertook to train him
for the priesthood.

Obookiah made up his mind to come to America. He
obtained employment as cabin boy, and escaped from the
island on board a New York vessel. In the autumn of
1809 he reached New Haven. The lad often wandered
around the college buildings, longing for the oppor-
tunities that other hoys of seventeen were enjoying there.
One day he sat on the college steps and wept “ because
nobody gave him learning” A student, Edwin Dwight,
befriended the dusky seeker after an education, It was
in Edwin Dwight's recom that Mr. Mills met Obookiah.
Obookiah wanted to learn to read the Bible, and then to
return to his own country to 'tell the people whe were
worshiping wooden idols to pray to the God up in heaven.”
Mr. Mills was drawn to the istander, who was home-
less and had no place to eat or sleep. He took the
Hawaiian to his own home in Torringford. Theére Mr.
Mills’s mother became Obookiah’s teacher. The next year
he was taken to Andover, where the students instructed
him. Residing in that neighborhood was one of his own
countrymen, He spent a day and a night with him, but
neither slept. Upon his return he was asked, “Well,
Henry, what news from Hawaii?” He responded, “I
did not think of Hawaii, I had so much® fo say about
Jesus Christ.”

Obookiah made considerable progress in his studies,—
geography, ggrmmar, and arithmetic— but this was not
all. He besought .Mr. Dwight, a theological student, to
go to the Hawaiians with him, as a missionary. The
interest deepened in behalf of the island heathen. A
school was started in Cornwall, Connecticut, to train
natives to do missionary work among their own people.
In 1817 the school reported twelve students— two were
whites, preparing themselves for missionary work, seven
were Sandwich islanders, two were from the East Indies,
and one was an American Indian.”

- But young Obookiah, who had awakened the interest
that established the Foreign Missionary School, was not
to fulfill his cherished ambition. The gospel was to go
to Hawaii, but by others. Obookiah died Feh. 19, 1818,
He died in the Lord, and his works followed him. Qct.
23, 1819, seventeen missionaries sailed from Boston for
the Sandwich Islands.

One of these missionaries sent by the Americart Board
to the islands was the father of Samuel C. Armstrong,
who was a student at Willlams and the founder of the
Hampton Institute. It was (General Armstrong who made
Tuskegee and Booker T. Washington possible,

C. L. Bewson.

Junior Society Study for Week Ending
June 6
Suggestive Program

I. OPENTNG exercises (fwenty minutes): Singing; sentence
prayers; secretary’s report; report of work done; Morning
Watch texts.

2. Bible study on lessons from nature (ten minutes) : This
sumiiter let every Junior endeavor to learn as many lessons
as possible from the things of nature. The men who wrote
the Bible had Jlearned precious lessons from nature. Some
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of these have come down to ws. God, wants each one of us
to become aequainted with nature. Have the following texts
read or repeated by different Juniors: Trees— Jer. 17:%7, 8;
Ps. 1:3; g2:12; Birds—1 Kings 17:4, 6; Ants — Prov.
6:6; Fowls— Matt. 23:37; Beasts-— Job 1z:%7; Lilies—
Matt. 6:28-30; others might be selected.

3. Sympositm * “ Teachings of Nature” (fifteen minutes) :
Have several Juniors take part, each taking one of the topics
mentioned in the Bible study. If thought best, let them read
the sections of the artiele “ Teachings of Nature,” adding such
comment as time and preparation permit. This lesson should
help every Junior to be more observing.

4 " God's Great Plan" (five minutes) : Resitation,

g. Closing exercises {ten.minutes): Have a social service,
asking each Junior to relate some helpful lesson learned from
nature. Anunoutce hand ineetings. Close by repeating in con-
cert Ps. 19:1-3.

Teachings of Nature
The Trées

“Tune trees look up and reach upward, They get all
the sunlight they can, seeking to live where the air is
clearest and the conditions best. The lives that bear the
best fruit for God are those that reach up into the light,
that look into his face.”

“Every healthy tree has root in proportion to its top.
That gives stability when .storms come. Some of us
would withstand temptations and discouragenienis better
if we were rooted in the Word of God. After a recent
heavy gale we saw hundreds of telegraph poles blown
down, but scarcely a tree” (Why? How may we be-
come rooted in the Word?)

+ “It is a peculiarity of the scrub oak that its tough,
leathery leaves do not fall off in the autamn, but may
be seen withered, curled up, and clinging to the boughs
all through the winter, and they cannot be torn away
even by the boisterous winds. But when the sap beging
to flow in the spring, the new leai bud enterges from its
hiding place and pushes off the old leaf. It is so with
our old sinful habits. We do not succeed in tearing them
off from us by strong resolutions. It is only when there
is a new life within that we cast off our old habits.”
{How may we get this new life?)

“ Another lesson which the trees teach us is the need
of secret and hidden nourishment. Take a palm tree,
for instance. Tt flourishes often right amid the desert
sands, where one would think a tree could never grow,
bringing forth its fruit, and casting abroad its grateful
shade, How is the trec able to do this? -— It has a strong,
great taproot which it sends running through the sands
until it finds and touches semie subterranean spring, and,
getting hidden nourishment and constant refreshment
from that, the brave tree can 'grow even in the apparently
most hostile circumstances. Sometimes we think our
place a hard place in which to be a Christian. What we
need in order that the hard places do hot shrivel us, is the
hidden nourishment of the daily, secret prayer.”

“But another lesson from the trees that we may not
forget is the tree’s faithfulness to its-main mission. What
is that?— That it bring forth fruit. To that end all
energies of the tree are consecrated. Let the trees re-
iterate to ws our Lord’s teaching in the fifteenth chapter
of John:” “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit.”

The Birds

There s a heauotiful story about birds helping one an-
other. One day a man set out with a gun, and shot a
sea bird, called a tern, which fell wounded into the sea,
near the water’s edge. The man stood and waited until
the wind should blow the bird near enough for him to
reach -it, when,-to his surprise, he saw two other terns
fly down to the poor wounded bird and take hold of him,
one at each wing, lift him out of the water, and carry
him seaward. Two other terns then followed, and when
the first two ‘had carried him some distance and wete
tired, they laid him down gently, and the next two picked
him up, and so they went on carrying him in turns until
they reached a rock a good way off, where they laid him
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down. The sportsman then made his way to the rock,
but when they saw him coming, 2 whole swarm of terns
came together, and just before he reached the place,
two of them lifted up the wounded bird and bore him
off to sea. The man was near enough to have hindered
this if he had wished, but he was so pleased to see the
kindness of the birds that he would not take the poor
creature from them.— Selected.

The Ants

“Ants form a society in which a lot is aceomplished
by each doing its little share.” So as Juniors we may
hand together and do a great deal of good for others.

. The Fowls
Sing hymn, * Christ in Song” (new edition}, No. 567.
The Beasts

“There are fwo lessons we can learn from the camel.
The first 15 how to bear a burden and never complain.
Fvery camel kneels down to receive jts load in the morn-
ing; and every camel kneels down to have its load taken
off in the evening. And that is why it is able to carry
its burden to the end of the desert road, How much
easier the burden of a lost world in need of the gospel
could be carried if we all learned to kneel morning and
evening, to kneel and have the Master's hand place the
burden on us, and the same hand take it off. Then we
should feel the responsibility, and yet not miss the quiet-
negs and rest of real missionary service.”

The Lilies

“Jesus plucked the beautiful lily and placed it in the
hands of children and youth; and as they looked into his
own youthful face, fresh with the sunlight of his Fa-
ther's glory, he gave the lesson in Matt. 6:28-30. He
spoke to a multitude, among whom were men and women
full of worries and perplexities, and sore with disappoint-
ment and sorrow, Jesus continued: ‘ Therefore take no
- thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (for after
all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your Heavenly
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things’
Then, spreading out his hands to the surrounding multi-
tude, he said, ‘ But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness ; and all these things shall be added unto
you.

“Thus Christ interpreted the message which he himself
had given to the lilies and the grass of the field. He
desires us to read it in every lily and every spire of
grass. [His words are full of assurance, and tend to
confirm tritst in God.

“Sp wide was Christ’s view of truth, so extended his
teaching, that every phase of nature was employed in
illustrating truth.” '

God’s Great Plan

“ What can be the use,” said a fleecy cloud,
“Of (liese few drops that I hold?
They will hardly hend the lily proud
If caught in her chalice of gold;
But I, too, am a part of God’s great plan,
So my treasnres 'l give as well as I can”

A child went merrily ont to play,
But a thought, like a silver thread,
Kept winding in and out all day
Through the happy, golden head:
“ Mother said, ‘ Darling, do all you can,
For you are a part of God's great plan.’”

She knew no more than the twinkling star,

Or the cloud with its rain cup full,
. How, why, or for what all sirange things are;

She was only a child at school.

But she thought, “’Tis a part of God’s great plan

That even I should do all that I can”

So she helped another child along
Wihen the way was rough to his feet,

And she sang from her heart a little song
That we all thought wondrous sweet;
And her father — a weary, toil-worn man —
Said, “1, too, will do the best I can.”
- — Selected.

Junior Society Study for Week Ending .
June 13
Suggestive Program

1. OpeNING exercises (twenty minutes): Singing; prayer;
secretary’s report; offering taken; review Morning Watch
texts; reports of work done.

2. “ James Hudson Tayler” (ten minntes) : Today our Jun-
jors on their imaginary missionary tour will go to Shanghai
to meet Dr. Taylor and go with him to the China Infand
Mis?}ion. Have the biography read by a Junior, or given as
a ta

3. “The China Inland Mission” (five minutes): Let this
story be given as a talk by one of the Jumiors. If you have
“A Retrospect,” by J. Hudson Taylor, you can give an im-
pressive ilustration of how the work of the China Inland
Mission has grown, See articlte in Inspructer for June z.

4. “The Gospel Message” (ten minutes) : Recitation. After
this recitation encourage the Juniors by telling how their gifts
to the 1914 Missionary Volunteer goal fund are helping to
give the gospel in the Orient. See Instrucior for June z,

5. Mission News Items {five minutes): Appoint a Junior
to glean news items concerning missionary work from recent
numbers of the Rewieww and Jastructor and any other papers
to which you may have access. If possible, get some from
the Missionary Revicwe of the World.

6: Closing exercises (fifteen minutes) : Have short talks by
teaders of working bands abhout needs and plans of work.
Rentember every member of the Junior society should be a
working member, Repeat the junior membership pledge in
concert.

James Hudson Taylor

Earry in the nineteenth century a little English hoy
of fifteen years was left to spend a holiday alome. At
foss for amuvsement, he fnally wandered into his fa-
ther’s library, to look for a book with which to while
away the hours. No title was especially attractive, so
he turned to a basket of pamphlets and selected a gospel
tract that looked interesting, intending to read only the
story at the beginning. At this same hour his mother,
visiting some seventy or eighty miles away, felt especially
anxious for the conversion of her only son. She arose
from the dinner table, went to her room and turned the
key in the door, resolving te plead with Ged until her
prayers were answered, Flour after hour she remained
upon her knees tifl finally there came to her heart the
assurance that her desire had been granted. In the mean-
time the boy was led to give his heart to the Saviour
through reading the little tract he had carelessly selected;
and whijle his mother was praising God in her chamber
miles away, James was on his knees hefore God in the
old warehouse, where he had gone to read at leisure.
His sister had also been praying for him at this {ime,
Do you wonder that James Hudson Taylor came to be-
lieve very earnestly in the power of prayer, and in the
willingness of the Lord to answer the reguests of his
children? . ’

This hoy was an earnest Christian from the day of his
conversion. When you love a friend very much, are
you not always glad to help that person in any way?
Now James loved his Saviour dearly, and longed to work
for him. Although not yet sixieenr, he consecrated his
life to Christian service, and when, two or three years
later, he was urged to bind himself to learn a (rade, he
refused, saying that he Dbelonged to the Lord, and must
be free to undertake any work to which his Master might
call him. .

About this time the boy's interest was turned to China,
a land then closed to foreigners, and the impression came
again and again to his heart that his work was there.
Although so young. he told God he was willing to go,
even though it might cost his tife. This decision once
made, he had a definite aim. In order to be able to
endure hardships in China he took vigorous exercise, and
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dispensed with as many home comforts as possible, in-
cluding his soft, comfortable bed.

While spending some years in home study, he im-
proved every opportunity to do good, and later went to
Hull and London for medical and surgical training.

" During the time spent there he used every possible econ-

omy, living mainly on catmeal and rice, in order to save
money for the poor. He alse paid a strict tithe of all
the money he reccived. During these years of prepara-
tion, Mr. Taylor’s experience is almost one continuous
answer to prayer. e prayed abeut everything— little
things and big things,— and the Lord always heard and
answered, although he did not always answer yes.

At last the missionary was ready for Ching, and Sept,
19, 1853, he sailed from Liverpool on the “Dumfries.”
He was supported by an English missionary society. Be-
fore the ship sailed, his mother came on board, and they
had am earnest season of prayer in the little stern cabin
which was to he his home for the six long months of
the voyvage. Once, while many miles from land, the
ship was caught in a terrible storm and was damaged;
then came a calm, during which the hittle sailing vessel
drifted very near some reefs. At this crisis, when it
scemed that the ship surely would sink, Mr. Taylor and
three other men, the only Christians on board, went to
their cabins and prayed earnestly for wind. The sails
were set; a strong breeze filled them; God had given
his servant one more proof of the power of prayer.

On March 1, 1854, just about sixty years ago, Mr.
Taylor landed in Shanghai, China. Civil war was in
progress, and the rebels were making frequent attacks
on the city, so it was some time beiore he could live
otitside the European settlement. This was a great grief
1o him, as lie was anxious to come into direct contact
with the native heathen. During this time of waiting he
tearned the Shanghai dialect, and when finally he could
travel in comparative safety, went with Rev. Willtam
Burns and two native teachers on several iinerating
journeys. In this way they were able to preach the
gospel to thousands in the interior, and distributed many
Bibles and gospel tracts. About this time Mr, Taylor
laid aside his European clothes and adopted Chinese dress,
In such attire he could travel without attracting so much
attention. These journeys brought him a rich experience.
God was his only helper, and often deliverance from
hunger, torture, and even death came in miractilous ways.

Finally Mr. Taylor decided to settle in Swatow. He
returned to Shanghai for his medicine and surgical in-
struments, but found that the building in which he had
stored them had been destroyed by fire. He then started
intand to Ning-po to obtain a fresh supply, but on the
way his servant stole all his earthly possessions except a
string of cash which he bad carried with him. Then
some robbers annoyed him by trying to steal this. Finally,
when he had no money left to pay a return passage to
Shanghai, a strange Chinese merchant took pity on him
and helped him on his way. Thus God always has and
always will deliver those who trust in him, for he says,
“Lo, I am with you alway, even untd the end of the
world.”

In the autumn of 1856 this faithful missionary began
work in Ning-po, and soon afterward ‘severed his con-
nection with the missionary society which lLad sent him
out from England and supported him. He took this step
because the society was in deb:, and he believed this
to be a wrong policy. M. Taylor had no friends from
whom he could expect support. He was alone and prac-
tically 2 stranger in a strange land, but he was not afraid
to do what he believed to be right. Placing his eonfidence
in the Lord, he proved that —

*They who trust him wholly
Find him whelly troe”
Frequently he found it necessary to kneel with his helpers
and pray for daily bread, but the food always came, and

they were never hungry.
The failing health of bath Mr, and Mrs. Taylor com-

pelled their return to England in 1860, They spent five
years in the homeland, during which time the China
Inland Mission was formed under Mr. Taylor’s direction.
With its support, the family returned to China in 1865,
and it is chiefly for his work in forming and developing
this great missionary society that we know J. Hudson
Taylor today. Lora CrLEMENT,

Junior Society Study for Week Ending
June 20

Suggestive Program

1. OrEwiNG exercises (twenly minutes): Song; review
Morning Watch texts; sentence prayers; secretary’s report;
reports of work done; offerings taken; special music.

2. " Griffith John” (ten minutes): This biography may be
vead by a Junior, or given as a talk. This missionary was
one of the many who gave their lives to China. How many
missionaries to China can you name? What do you know
about them?

3 “Two Pictures” (five minutes): Recitation. Suggest
lj}ow we may help to change this picture. See Imsiructor dated

une Q. -

4. “ Sia Sck Ong” (1en minutes) : Have a Junior read this
biography of one -of China’s Christians, Some one helped to
save him; with our prayers and with our means we may
help to save others like him  See Instrucior for June g

5 'I"I‘wo Child Martyrs in China” {one minute): Reading
or talk.

6 “What Oue Childs Penny Did” (ten minmtes): This
story should be read by one of the Jupiors, Are we not happy
10 have the privilege of giving our money to save souls in
heathen lands? Remember cvery Junior and Senior Mission-
ary Volunteer is invited t6 give $2 50 to foreign missions this
vear. Remind the Juniors of some of the things the $25,000
which our Missionary Volunteets are raising this vear wiil do.

7. Closing exercises * If time permits, spend a few minutes
in a social meeting. Announce band meetings, and close by
repeating in concert the membership pledge.

Griffith John

GrreerTir JOEN was born Dee. 14, t831. His parents
were humble, religious people, and he had a pleasant,
comfortable home. His mother died of cholera in 183z,
and he was reared by an aunt. From early childhood
he loved to be with older Christians, and seemed deeply
interested in religious services. At the age of eight years
he was received as a member of the chuarch, and when
nine or ten years old took part in the services. THis
first public prayer, nttered with quivering lips and falling
tears, was only the one sentence: “ O Lord, pardon my
sins, through Jesus Christ. Awmen”

When Griffith was twelve vears of age, he became an
inmate of the home of Mr. John Williams. This man
of God took a deep interest in the boy's welfare, and at
fourteen Griffith began to preach the gospel from the
first giving evidences oi- marked ability in this line.
Wherever he went, people were converted, and it be-
came evident that in Griffith John God-was preparing a
mighty witness for himself.

But the boy realized that before he could be a success-

"$ul worker for God, he miust have an education. Just at

this time his father died, and he was left to support
himself. He found a faithful friend in Rev. E. Jacob,
with whom he studied for a time, later compléting a col-
lege cotirse.
In March, 1853, Griffith John offered his services to
the London Missionary Society. The words—
“Trar away, far away, in heathen darkness dwelling,
Mittions of souls forever may be lost;
Who, who will go, salvation’s story felling,
Looking to Jesus, counting not the cost?”
found an answer in his heart. e was anxious to begin
work in the island of Madagascar, but its doors were
at that time closed to foreigners, and so he was glad to
go to China. Mr, and Mrs. John sailed for Shanghaf
on May 21, 1855, eager for service in the “land of
Sinim.”
At the time these missioflaries arrived in China, the
country was nct opened fully to foreigners, and they



THE CHURCH OFFICERS GAZETTE 15

were allowed to go only one day’s journey inland from
ceriain treaty ports. Mr. John set about the learning of
the Chinese language enthusiastically, and in six months
was able to address audiences with considerable ease and
Auency. It is said that he was the first European thor-
onghly to master this most difficult language in the world.
He was not discouraged because he found something
hard, but instead wrote to his friends, “Its difficulty
only increases my determination to conquer it and fnally
lay it prostrate at my feet.”

As the couniry opened its deors more widely to Huro-
peans, Mr. John devoted himself almost wholly to itinerat-
ing tours, and visited a large number of towns and citis.
As the missionary and his agsociafes entered a new place,
messengers from the mandarin usually waited upon them,
inguiring : —

“Your honorable names?”

“ Your honorable country?”

“Whenee are vou fromf?”

“Whither are you gomg?”

“ What public office do you fill?”

They then usually were left free to distribute tracts
and Gospels and preach in the sireets to all who would
listen. 1Im most cases the people gave good attention.
Many learned to love the “ foreignes’s God,” and a num-
. ber of churches were organized.

One of the greatest aids to mission work in China is the
network of rivers and canals which make so many parts
of that vasi comntry easy to reach. Chief among these
is the river Yang-tze-kiang, someiimes called the Girdle
of China. On the banks of this river is the .city of
Hankow, and there Mr. John and his family began work
in 1861. With characteristic promptness he commenced
preaching the first day after his arrival. The city of-
fered abundant opportunities for missionary work, and
many of the people came to inquire about the religion
of Jesus, Within a year a cburch of twelve members
was organized. Soon after, they extended their work to
the neighboring city of Wu-chang. Here the foreigners
had much trouble in securing a house to live in or a plage
for worship. In this they finally succeeded, however,
and some years later established also a mission hospital

Leaving the work well organized on the Yang-tze-
kiang, Mr. John and a companion took a journey of three
thonsand miles through country where missionaries had
never before preached the gospel ,Many Chinese thus
learned of Christ who probably otherwise would have
died without a knowledge of the true God.

Soon after completing this tour, Mr. John visited Eng-
land. There the family remained for three years, leaving
for China again early in the year 1872. Mrs, John died on
this retrn voyage, and was buried in the European cem-
etery at Singapore. Although his heart seemed almost
broken, the missionary went on with his work in Hankow,
where the mafive church now numbered two hundred
members and the huilding of a new haspital was in prog-
vess, - During the following year Mr. John did much
literary work in connection with his strenuous evan-
gelistic labors. In 1874 he was married to a Mrs. Jenkins,
the widow of a fellow issionary. This God-fearing
woman was a special friend of the foreign sailors sta-
tioned- at Chinese ports, and through her efforts many
were converted.

Mr. and Mrs. John visited England and America in
1882, During their stay at home, Mrs. John received
varions donations, which enabled her wpon their return
to their field of labor, to establish a home known as the
Sailors’ Rest. The following ygar, 1885, she died at the
mission hospital in Hankow. Her faithful husband, again
left alone, labored on with almost tireless strength for
his peloved people. The arms of China were now wide

open for the gospel, and he felt that while life should

last, he must do what he could for his Lord and Master
in that land of heathen darkness. In 191z his failing
health made a change of climate necessary, and he left
China in July of that year, hoping for strength to refurn.
His life work closed two months later, Truly Griffith

John was a man able and bold, persevering,-kindly, cour-
teous, courageous for the right, loving and serving God
with the spirit of “ This one thing I do.”

Lora CLEMENT.
Two Child Martyrs in China :

A MisstoNary in China tells about two little children
whose friends and relatives the Boxers had put to death
before their eyes in the hope that they would deny their
faith in Christ. They were told to say that they *did
not believe in God.” But the brave children said, “ We do
believe in God.” Then the crnel Baxers said, “ We are
going to kill you if you will not deny Lim.” Their
answer was, “ Even if you kill us, we will still believe”
n a few moments the little children’s voices were still
in death.— Selecied. ;

What One Child’s Penny Did

. SoME years ago a mother in New England was helping
hier missioriary society pack a box to seénd to the mission-
aries in India. Her little boy, aged four years, was deeply
interested in the work. Tle asked all manner of gues-
tions, and when satisfied that he knew the contents were
going to help those who had fewer blessings than him-
self, he insisted on putting in an offering all his "own.
He asked that something should be bought that would tell
the poor heathen about Jesus,

As he had only one penny of his own, his mother pur-
chased for hum a little leafiet entitled “ Come to Jesus.”
His name was written on it, with the little prayer, “ May
the one who gets this scon learn to love Jesus,” The
box was sent off, with many prayers that God would
bless the contents to the saving of souls in India.

When it reached that far-off land, the missicnaries
distributed the many Scripture cards, hooklets, ete., among
the natives. In the distribution, the child’s leaflet was
overlooked, but found its way into a safe place in the
burean drawer of a lady missionary., For some months
the leaflet was hidden from human eyes, but God was
watehing over it, for he had a special work for it to do
later on. He was going to answer the little boy's prayer
in a strange and wonderful way, in his own good time.-

In the mission employ was a Hindu priest. He tanght
the missionaries the language of the Hindus. As he
was a devoted worshiper of the idols, he would not even
listen to the story of the gospel. Affer some time he
decided to go back to his mountain home, many long,
weary miles away. When he had said good-by to- the
fady missionary who had laid away the little boy’s penny
leaflet, she wanted to give him something to carry home -
with him that would tell him of Jesus and his love. She
kanew he would not accept a Bible, although he could read
English well; and in searching for something, God led
her to find the leaflet “Come o Jesus.” When she gave
it to the priest, he took it without looking at it, and car-
ried it away with him. -

For years the missionary knew not what had become
of the priest, or what he had done with the leafler. But
Qod knew, and his Spirit led the priest on his lonely
journey home to read the writing on ihe leaflet. The
child’s prayer so touched him that he was eager to read
the leaflet. From that time he was greatly troubled about
his sins. He soon gave up his idols, and became a devoted
missionary to his own peaple. Fifieen years later, mis-
sionaries visited his mountain village, and there found the
converted Hindu priest with a congregation of ffteen
hundred people, who, through the infiuence and teaching
of that little Jeaflet, had learned to love Jesus as their
Saviour. What mstrument did God use in saving those
fifteen hundred souls? —

Omne little four-year-cld hoy.

One little childish prayer,

One little four-page penny leaflet,

No gift, however small it may be, will be Iost in God’s
sight. He will use it for his own honor and glory in
the building up of his kingdom.— Selected,

-
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Junior Society Study for Week Ending
June 27
Suggestive Program

1, OPENING exercises (twenty minutes): Singing; several
short prayers; secretary’s report; reports of work done; offer-
ing taken; review all Morning Watch texts since last monthly
review,

2 Children of the Poor—No..g5: “A Little Housekeeper
in the Slums” (ten minutes) : We are very glad to have this
story {rom Dr, Paulson. Have it read by one of the Juniors.
See [nstructor for June 16,

3. “ Hoeing and Praying” {(five minutes) : Recitation to be
given by a Junior. This poem suggests how fo pray most
effectively. See Instrucior for June 16,

4. “Billy’s Crutch” {ten minutes): To be read by a
Junior. as not that a good way of helping to answer Billy's
prayer? What does it suggest to us?

5. Echoes From Abroad (five minutes) : Appoint a Junior
to glean missionary items from recent issues of our papers,
also from the Misstonary Review of the World if possible

6. Closing exercises (ten minutes): Devote a few minutes
to social meeting. Announce working band meetings. Then
close by repeatitig in concert Matt. 25: 40.

Junicr Leaders: For one of the studies to be given soon you
will need “ With Our Missionasies During the Chinese Revo-
Jution,” Leaflet No. 46 of Missionary Volunteer Series; price,
z cents, Get it now.

Billy’s Crutch

“Wir you please buy my geranium, sir?” If a
musical voice, a bright face, and a bheautiful plant, all
“belenging to 2 young girl with dimpled cheeks and laugh-
ing blue eyes, will not bring a man to a standstill, then
it must be that he is hurrying through the world too fast,
and wants nothing te come into his-life that will gladden
his heart and renew his youth,

I came to a full stop, and would not have missed the
sight for a great deal. As the girl stood there on that
bright October morning, it was difficult to tell where
the sunshine left off and the girl began. They seemed
made for each other; it was a perfect match, with the
dividing line hard to discern.

“ Have you any chjections to telling me your namef "

“Q, no, sir! My name’s Gertrude Wilson.”

“What a beautiful geranium you have there!”

“Isi't it lovely?”

“Indeed it is, and the finest I ever saw. Where did
you get it?”

“ About three years ago a lady left a slip lying on the
seat in a horse car. I took it home, got the richest dirt
T could find, put it in this old paint can, and then set the
stip in it, and it began growing right away. I've given
it plenty of water to drink, and kept it in the sunshine as
much as possible.”

“Why, I shounld think you would love it very dearly!”

“Love it! I do love it! It sesms just like a part
of myself” )

“Well, my dear, if you love it so much, pray tell me
why you want to sell it.”

“0, I wonldr’t let it go if T did not want to heip God
answer Billy’s prayer!
help answer somebody’s prayer?”

“ How do you know I believe in prayer?”

“Q, T am sure you do, for you have a prayerful look!”

“Yes, [ do believe in prayer,” I said, “ Now tell me
who Billy is.” ‘

Don't you think it splendid to .

As I made this request, a joyous loock came into her
face, and her large blue eyes shone with detight; and as
the dimples deepened in her cheeks, I beheld a picture
that was worth going a long way to see. )

“What? Billy? O, he’s the nicest and hest little fel-
low in all the city! Why, he is goodness, sunshine, and
music all in one lump. Some one let him drop when he
was quite young and broke his hip, and ever since he has
been a cripple. But his leg is the only crooked thing
about him. My mother says that Billy’s mother was the
best Christian she ever knew. Well, when she died last
vear, everybody in our tenement house wanted to adopt
Billy; so you see, he belongs to all of us. He pays his
way by selling newspapers, and no one with good legs
can get around livelier than Billy can with a crutch.
But yesterday his crutch caught in a hole in the sidewalk,
broke in two, and let him fall. He managed to get into
the house and was not hurt, Well, last night just as I
was going to bed, I heard Billy praying. His room is

-next to mine, and only a board partition between, so I

could hear it all. O! 1 shall never forget his words, as
he said: ‘Dear Lord, I've never complained about my
broken hip, and I am wiiling to go through life with it
but T can’t get an without a crutch. I've no money to
get another, and I don’t know who to ask, so please, dear
Lotd, send me another one. Mother always told me to
go to you when I was in trouble, and so I come now,
Please, dear Lord, answer my prayer for Jesus' sake.
Amen.’

“1 lay awake a good while thinking of that prayer,
and it was the first thing T thought of this morning, and
I began wondering if I could do something to help God
answer Billy's prayer. Well, while I was wondering, I
saw my geranijum, and then I said, ‘O, maybe 1 can sell
it and get enough to buy another crutch!’

“ Now, you know who Billy is, and why I want to sell
my geranium. Won'’t you please buy it?”

I was greatly moved and interested, and I will own up
to a great deal of moisture in my eyes, as [ inquired,
“How tall is Billy?”

“0O1” she quickly responded, “I've gol the measure
of his old ecrutch, if that is what you mean.”

“Yes, that i5 just what I mean, so if you please, (er-
trude, we’ll go and see about a crutch”

It did not take us long to find a store where such a
thing was to be procured, nor a great while to get the
keeper of the store as much interested as I was in the
girl’s story. ~Just the right kind of crutch was found, and
a minimum price put upon it.

“Well,” T said, “ 1 will give you that much for the gera-
ninm, Gertrude, and it is very cheap at that.”

“Q thank you!” she said, and her eyes fairly danced
with gtadness. “Yll take the cruich, please, but Billy
mustn't know a word about where it came from, Isn’t

.it just splendid to help God answer Billy’s prayer?”

The moisture in my eyes didn’t subside one bit, as I
said: “I want you to do me a favor, Gertrude. [ am
hundreds of miles away from the place where I live,
and 1 can’t carry this plant around with me. Would it
be too much trouhte for you to keep it for mep”

“What! do you want me to take care of it for you?”

“ Yes, if it will not he too much trouble.”

“0, you splendid man, you! Yl he glad to do it, and
T'll take just as good care of the plant as T did when
it wag niine.” .

I carried the plant, while she carried the crutch, and
after reaching the house, Billy was calied in to see me,
while Gertrude smugglad the crutch into his room, and
came back with a face as happy as a face could be, hut
never betraying to Billy by word or lock that she had
been answering his prayer.

To sum it all up, Billy has a new crutch, and he is the
happiest cripple in the big city, Gertrude helped answer
his prayer, and a happier girl doesn’t live. I own the
handsomest geranium bush I ever saw, and the one whe
takes care of it for me is as proud of that plant as [ anm.
— Selected,
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