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Calendar

January
1, LEssoN 14, .
8. Foreign missionary service.
1B, Legson 16, .
22, Home misgionary service—work for the Jews.

February

5. Lesson 16.

12. Foreigm missionary service,

19. Lesson 17. L . .

26. Home missionary service—important religious liberty
developments.

This calendar is to call attention to helps which are pro-
vided for services, and to special appointments, and not to
lay down trules. The lessons are suggestive, for the use of
?ulsy el(cllers, as a framework on which they may build a help-

ui study.

The gecond Sabbath Readings are sent out to give up-to-
date and interesting items with which an inspiring service
may be conducted. God is working mightily in foreign lands
at the present time, and it will greatly encourage our people
to ‘see this. Evidently now is the time to press the work
%oryvard with the greatest possible rapidity in the regions
‘beyond.

The Home Missionary Programs bring before our people
work that needs to be done, in order to enlist their services
in the great business of winning souls for Christ and finigh-
ing the work he has given us to do.

Nothing, however, cab take the place of individual study
and effort to make these services a success. The impression
they make upon the people will depend very largely upon the
prayer and study of the leaders while preparing to present
them,” We therefore wish to keep continually before our ei-
ders and leaders the need of their giving study to these serv-
‘iegs, so as to make them aceomplish God’s purposes.

PR E. M. G.

' Lessons to be Used by Church Elders

Lesson 14

» ANNOUNCEMENTS,
Hymn.
Responsive Reading: Job 31,
Prayers. Remember the poor and afflieted.
Hymn.
Lesson

God’s Poor

Deut. 15:7-11.
| Math 2612
. att, 26:11,

Seriptures Luke 14:12-14,

Gal, 2:10,

R e James 2:1-7,
Testimonies. : -
Hymn.

Closing prayer.

1

—,———

"Lesson 15

ANNQUNCEMENTS,
Hymn.
Responsive Reading: Revelation 21.

Prayer. Reinember the workers.
Hymn.
Lesson
The Inheritance of God’s Children

Seriptures { 105 131555,
Rev. 2:7. Eat of the tree of life.
Rev, 2:11. Not hurt of second death,
Rev, 8:5. Clothed in white raiment.

The Conference Church

A READER has asked in reference to the conference church, ,
and who should become its members, ‘ '

We understand that the conference church has been organ-'
ized in various conferences to give the privilege of chureh’
membership to those who find it impracticable to belong to any
local church because they are go isolated that they are unable to
attend its services and share in its blessings and burdens.
Most of the conferences have organized a conference church-
to furnish a home for all these. The conference president acts
as the elder, and the secretary as the clerk. At camp meeting
and other general gatherings the members of the conference
church present usually meet together, and a good spiritual
service is held with them. If convenient, the ordinances are’
celebrated. ‘ e

So far as possible, however, we feel that believers ghould
have their membership in some regularly organized church, |
pay their tithe and offerings through it, and contribute to.
its expenses. But when this can not well be done, let them
join the conference church, in which case their tithe and
offerings should be sent to the conference treasurer. 3

The question is further asked in reference to conference.
workers living near churches, The writer believes that all
conference workers residing within reach of a church should
belong to the local chureh, and pay their tithe and offerings .
to its treasurer, the same as all other members. We think !
the influence of this is much better in every way. So far as’
we know, this is the usual custom, and it is the practice of
all the general workers here at the headquarters. The field |
presents varied conditions, and theré may be places where'
exceptions should be made; but let the exceptions be as few
as possible. G. B. THOMPSON,

-~ '

Chuarch Ordinal;cesj—No. 3

‘¢ His ministry was nearly completed; he had only a few
more lessons to impart. And that they might never. forget
the humility of the pure and spotless Lamb of God, the great
and efficacious Sacrifice for man humbled himself to wash
the feet of his disciples,’ — ¢ Testémonies for the Chureh,”’
Vol. IV, poge 874, . . .

The words Christ said, ““I have given you an example,
that ye ghould do as I have done.to'you,”’ were. not merely
to enjoin the practise of hospitality. *‘More was meant than
the washing of the feet of guests to remove the. dust of '
travel. Christ was here instituting a religious service. By .
the act of our Lord this bumilating ceremony was made a
consecrated ordinance. It was to be observed by the diseiples, ..
that they might ever keep in mind his lessons of humnility and
service. This ordinance is Christ’s appointed preparation for
the sacramental service. While pride, variance, and strife !
for supremacy are cherished, the heart cannot enter into
fellowship with Christ. We are not prepared to recelve the
communion of his body and his blood. Therefore it was that |
Jesus appointed the memorial of bis humiliation to be first |
observed. . . . . .

““The ordinanee preceding the, Lord’s Supper, is to clear .
away these misunderstandings, to bring man out of his selfigh- .
ness, down from his stilts of self-exaltation, to the humility °
of heart that will lead him to serve his brother.”’—* The |
Desire aof Ages,’’ page 650. |

I
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‘“As the lesson of the preparatory service is thus learned,
tht{ desire is kindled for a higher spiritual life, To thiz de-
sire the divine witness will respond. The soul will be up-
Iiftl’ed. We can partake of the communion with a consciousness
of sins forgiven, The sunshine of Christ’s righteousness will
fill:the chambers of the mind and the soul temple, We ‘be-
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world,’ "’ —Id., page 651.

“*We are to bear in mind that jn washing one another’s
feet, we are in Christ’s place. And while we do this service
Christ is our withess; angels are watching, and the atmos-
phere of heaven is surrounding us. When we do just what
Christ hag charged us to do, we are bringing ourselves in
close relatien to our Lord, who is present en that cccasien,
There is One in our midst who has said, ‘Lo, T am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world,” He is present to
imﬂnress hearts. . . .

“We can better take part in this instituted ordinance
when we call to mind his words, *Know ye what I have done
to you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; forso
[am. If Ithen, your Lord and Master, have washed your
feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet, For I have
given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to
yoti. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not
greater than his Lord; neither he that is sent greater than he
that sent him, If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye
do them.’”’'—E. G. W., in Review, July 5, 1898

““This erdinance is to encourage humility, but it should
never be termed humiliating in the sense of being degrading
to humanity. It is to make tender our hearts toward one
another.”’—Id., May 31, 1898.

‘In John, chapter fifteen, when our Saviour was admonish-
ing his disciples that they need not expect favor from the
wotld, he seems to call to mind the lesson of humility as he
said, ‘‘Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant
is Hot greater than his lord.” And in apostolic care of the
needy, one qualification for a claim to such care was, ““If
she have washed the saints’ feet.”” 1 Tim. 5:10. In observing
this ordinance of humility no such thing should be allowed as
a mixture of the sexes. The brethren and the sisters should
cceupy separate rooms, or a room divided by improvised
curtains, with deacons assisting the brethren, and the
deaconesses the sisters. After the ordinance of humility,
all should come together to receive the emblems of the Lord’s
body and blood. d. N. LOUGHBOROUGH,

Loving Ministry Needed

Tae faithful church elder fills an important and trying
place. If God has called him to his work, he has not sought
the'place. The motive is not the gaining of the applause of his
brethren, nor is it the securing of an earthly reward, but
it is a sincere purpose to be an instrument in the hands of
God for helping and encouraging the flock to faithfulness in
the service of the Master, and in finishing his work,

As many things demand the attention of the chureh elder,
and trying and perplexing conditions often exist in the
chureh, there may be danger at times of his giving way to
dis¢ouragement, the task perbaps seeming too great. But
thig will never do. ' The perplexity is another call to prayer.
In évery sitnation, however trying, no matter how intricate
it may be, God has a way out. It may not be your way, or
the! other brother’s, but it will be kis way; and when found,
it will be discerned to be the right way.

ne thing is sure, it will be aleng the way of unselfish,
disinterested love and sympathy for others that the solving
of |every difficulty will be found, We may furn into this
pathway safely every time, and with assurance of sue-
cess, Without divine love, and this in increasing measure,
the church elder, or any other officer in the church, cannot
succeed. For it we must pray. It comes only through
prayer. We cannot but believe that the greatest needin the
chureh today is heavenly love and heavenly sympathy one for
and;ther. It is not censure that is needed. Sometimes it is
not even ingtruetion that is demanded, but rather the tender,
shepherdly love of Jesus to heal the wounds and bind up the

k

torn places made by some enemy, And usually the shepherd
must exercise his compassion and love for the erving, out-of-
the-way sheep.

““ God wants us to help one another by a manifestation of
sympathy and unsgelfish love. There are these who have in-
herited peculiar tempers and dispositions, They may be
hard to deal with; but are we faultless? They are net to be
discouraged. Their errors are not ko be made common prop-
erty. Christ pities and helps those whe err in judgment.
He has suffered death for every man, and beeause of this, he
has a touching and profound interest in every man,

““A man may be trying to serve God; but temptations
from within and from without assail him. Satan and his an-
gels urge and coax him to transgress. Perhaps he falls a
prey to their temptings. How then do his brethren treat
him? Do they speak harsh, cutting words, driv‘ing him far-
ther from the Saviour? What a sad sight for Christ and the
angels to behold! "’ — ‘¢ Testimonies for the Chwreh,’” Vol. IX,
page 222.

How often it has been the tender, loving sympathetie
word spoken low in the ear of the tempted, discouraged one
just at the right time by the church elder, that the Lerd
has used to prevent a soul from plunging on to ruin. Is it

- worth while? Is it important that the elder shall through

prayer be in attune with his God so ag to be able to do this
service? Well may we ask, Is there anything that carn be
compared to it in importance?

God grant that we shall display in our service for him
more of this blessed love. How hearts ache because of its
lack! How many bitter tears might be wiped away even
now from the faces of God’s children did we all manifest
more of Christ’s sympathy and unselfish love in our associa-
tion one with another! Jesus’ tears of sympathy and the ex-
pression of his countenance, led a company on one occasion
to exclaim in concert, ‘“Behold %ow he loved him!”? Such
love is not easily offended. It bears long and is kind. We
all need it in dealing with one anether, in and out of our
church relationships. Church officers especially need it, for
they have so much to try and perplex them. Let us pray for
it, for ourselves and for one another. Truly this is the
larger prayer,

‘“At first I prayed for light; could I but see the way,
How gladly, swiftly would I walk to everlasting day!
““ And ne(:ict I prayed for strength: that I might tread the
Toa
With b‘fi]r('im, unfaltering feet and win the heaven’s serene
abode,

‘“ And then I asked for faith: could I but trust my God,
I'd live enfolded in bis peace, though foes were all abroad.

“But now I pray for love—deep love to God and man;
A living love that will not fail, however dark his plan,

‘“ And light and strength and faith are opening everywhere!
God waited patiently until I prayed the lorger prayer.”

T. E. BowEN.

e
Construction of a Sermon

ONE often listens to a sermon that is exceedingly tive-
some, even though the speaker may be pleasing in his de-
livery and his subject eontain much that is entertaining and
profitable.  Why is this 7—Simply because the discourse
lacks proper construction.

The same principles govern and the same rules apply in
the construetion of a sermon, especially a doctrinal dis-
course, as govern and apply in the preparation of a short
story. Moeritorious sermons filled with good material fail of
interesting and impressing the hearers because of poor con-
struction. Many of these, if properly reconstructed, weuld
be prenounced brilliant, and would produce lasting impres-
sions.

A listener will afterwards think of a sermon as it was
presented. Even though the argument is a good one and the
subject naturally interesting, if the proofs are brought out
in adisconnected and illogical manner the speaker is almost
certain to fail of impressing his audience with the impor-
tance of the truths laid before them,

(Concluded on page 7)
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Home Missionary Department

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath
Home Missionary Service
[ To be held Jwnuary 22)

OPENING SoNG: ““Hymns and Tunes,”” Na. 19; ““Christ
in Song,”’ No. 451,
Prayer.

Song: ‘“Hymns and Tunes,’”” No. 1066; ¢‘Christ in Song, "

No. 720.

Bible and Testimony study.

Reading: ‘*Some Things We Can Do to Save the Jews.”’

"Reading: ‘“The Yiddish Magazine Ready.”’

Offering for literature fund,

Closing Song: “Hymns and Tunes,’’ No, 1244; ‘‘Christ
in Song,”” No. 481,

Benediction,

Note.—This closing message is to go to every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people; therefore it is to go 16 the
Jews. And very evidently now is the time to work for
them. Before ihe meeting, some one should write ihe fa-
ble of contents of the Yiddish magazine on the blackboaxd,
so that it may be before the people as the article is read or
given as a talk. At the close of the study, slips of paper
should be passed around, on which the members may write
their orders for the magazine, for the books, and for tracts.
The missionary secretary can arrange with the members later
it regard to anments or what has been ordered, If agree-
able to the church, the offering for the day could be devoted
to the purchase of Yiddish tracts for free distribution,

Our Duty to Labor Among the Jews

1. To whom is,the work of the third angel’s message to
go? Rev, 14:6-12,

Since it is to go to every nation and fongue, it must in-
clude the Jewish people.

2, By what term does the New Testament designate the
Jews? and how did the Saviour feel toward them? Matt.
10:5, 6; 9:36-38.

The rabbis had such a hold on the people, and had so mis-
interpreted the Word of God, that the Jews did not know
what to believe. They were led about by these rabbis, and
tethered, but had no pure provender to feed upon.

8. Because they refused to accept the Saviour when he
‘was heve on earth, did God entirely cast them away? Rom.
11:1, 2.

“Even though Israel had rejected his Son, God did not
reject them, . . . Israel had stumbled and fallen, but this
did pot make it impossible for them to rise again. . . . It
was God’s purpose that his grace should be revealed among
the Gentiles as well as among the Israelites,”’—*The Acts
of the Apostles,’ pages 375, 376,

4., Had the Old Testament prophesied that Israel would
be for a long time without God and without hope? Hosea
3:d.

5. But was there a promise made that if they remained
not in unbelief, God would bring them back to himself?
Deut. 4:29-81; Rom, 11:11, 12, 23; Hosea 3:5.

“‘Through unbelief and the rejection of Heaven’s pur-
pose for her, Israel as a nation had lost her connection with
God. But the branches that had been separated from the
parent stock God was able to reunite with the true stock of
Israel—the remnant who had remained true to the God of
their fathers. . . . Thus Paul shows that God is abundantly
able to transform the hearts of Jew and Gentile alike, and
to grant to every believer in Christ the blessings promised to
Israel . . . When this gospel shall be presented in its full-
ness to the Jews, many will accept Christ as the Messiah.”
Id., pages 377-380.

6. When especially does the Scripture and the Testimo-
nies say the Jews will seek the Lord? Hosea 3:6.

““In the closing proclamation of the gospel, when special
work is to be done for classes of people hitherto neglected,
God expects his messengers to take particular interest in the
Jewish people whom they find in all parts of the earth.”’—
Id., page 331.

7. What class of people is especially fitted to work for
the Jews?

“‘ Ag his servants labor in faith for those who have long !
been neglecied and despised, his salvation will be revealed.'”
—Td. ‘ ‘

2 i

The servanis of God referred to in this Testimony ave !
doubtless the true people of God, the people who have the |
message of present truth, No other people is so especially

prepared to carry the truth of the gospel to the Jews as are
the Seventh-day Adventists.

8. Has the time come for the fruth fo be given to the '

Jews 7 !

‘‘The time has come when the Jews are to be given light.
The Lord wanis us to encourage and sustain men who shall
labor in right lines for this people; for there are to be a
multitude convinced of the truth, who will take their posi-

tion for God, ’—From a sermon given at the General Con-

Jerence, Takomea Park, D. C., and veported in Review and '

Herald, June 29, 1905.

9. Have we assurance that the Jews will aceept this truth
when presented to them in the right light? Rom. 11:4, 5, 22,
23, 12-14.

““ As the Old Testament Seriptures are blended with the |

New in an explanation of Jehovah’s eternal purpose, thig
will be to many of the Jews as the dawn of a new creation,
the resurrection of the soul. . . . Many will by faith receive
Christ as their Redeemer. To them will be fulfilled the
words, ‘As many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name.’ —*The Acts of the Apostles,’’ page 381

““The time is coming when there will be as many con-
verted in a day as there were on the day of Pentecost, after
the disciples had received the Holy Spirit.

“The Jews are to be a power to labor for the Jews; and
we are to see the salvation of God. We are altogether too
narrow; we need to be broader-minded.’’— Review and Her-
ald, June 29, 1905,

10. Are there to be learned and prominent Jews who will
yet accept the message?

“ Among the Jews are some who, like Saul of Tarsus, are
mighty in the Scriptures, and these will proclaim with won-
derful power the immutability of the law of God. The God
of Israel will bring this o pass in our day. His arm is not
shortened that it cannot save.”’—‘The Acts of the Apos-
tles,”’ page 381.

11. In what ways should we labor amoeng the Jews?

“In a most remarkable manner, the Lord wrought upon
the heart of —, and direeted the course of this young man
to —, that he might be brought under the influence of the
truth, and be converted; that he might obtain an experience
and be united to the office of publication. His education in
the Jewish religion would have qualified him to prepare pub-
lications. His knowledge of Hebrew would have been a help
to the office in the preparation of publications through which
access could be gained to a class that otherwise could not be
reached. ” — ¢ Testimonies for the Church,'’ Vol. ITI, pages
205, 206,

“We can see that a much more decided work is being
done in our cities than in the past. We are to preach the
gospel to the Jews as well as to the Gentiles.” * OQur work
is to be given as freely to the Jews as to the Gentiles.”’—
From an unpublished Testimony, February, 1907,

12. Then what should be cur desire and attitude toward
the Jews? Rom. 10:1; 9:1-3

As we pray and labor for these poor lost sheep of Israel,
the Lord will hear and answer prayer, and many of the Jews
who hear of this truth and people, who read our message,
will be impressed by the Holy Spirit to become part of ihe
irue Israel of God. F. C. GILBERT.

Some Things We Can Do to Save the Jews

WE ought to study peoples and countries that we may
get the burden that we should have for souls. If we wish
to labor for the Jews, we need first to learn something about
them, their attitude toward Christianily, the best methods
of approaching them, and other helpful points. In obtain-
ing this knowledge the book * From Judaism to Christianity ™"

——
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is helpful. Every church member should read it, if he has
not already done So. 'This book should be in every church
library and in every home library. It tells the story of how
Brother Gilbert was brought to a knowledge of this truth,
and his experience will show how others may be won to this
message. It will also awaken a deeper interest in these
people than many of cur people have felt.

Many are strongly prejudiced against the Jews; but Sev-
enth-day Adventists should remember that the Jews were the
chogen people of God, that through them the promises came,
that Jews first gave the gospel to the Gentiles, and that now,
for|the sake of our Saviour, who was a Jew, we, the spirit-
ual"‘{lsrael, should do all in our power to give the gospel to
the: Jews. Why should not the members of every family
plan to read “ From Judaism to Christianity ”’ together dur-
ing; the winter months, when the long evenings draw the
families together in social intercourse? It contains infor-
mation that creates sympathy. :

Then we ecan circulate literature among our Jewish
neighbors, There are tracts printed specially for them, which
will interest them if presented in a proper manner, Their
confidence should first be gained. A minister, on meeting a
Jew, ‘‘said to the son of Abraham, *‘Shalom alechem’
{Peace be to thee). The Jew immediately smiled and re-
sponded, ‘Alechem shalom ’ (To thee be also peace). At
once there was a kindly feeling arocused, and the Jew felt
that in this man he had a friend.”

When you work with a Jew, tell him that you keep the
seventh-day Sabbath, from sunset on Friday te sunset on
Saturday; that you love the law and the writings of Moses;
that you do not eat swine's flesh; that you are leoking for
the coming of the promised Messiah to take his kingdom and
reigh forever. Tell him that you believe that the prophets
show that the Messiah’s coming to judge the wicked and
reward the righteous must be very near. Then ask him if
he still keeps the Sabbath, if he believes the law of Moses,
and if he hag faith in the prophets. In this way you will
very likely arouse an interest in his mind and he will be
willing to read some tracts, if you give them to him.

In our work for the Jews we must remember that ever
gince the days of the apostles these people have been cruelly
persecuted by professed Christians. What they have suf-
fered no words can tell. What wonder that they hate and
fear Christians ! To break down this feeling—to show them
that those who have persecuted and do persecute them are
not and never were Chrigtians, and that true Christiang love
them—i¢ both our duty and our privilege, Let us visit the
sick among them, help the afflicted, comfort the sorrowing,
and ghow them by our deeds that our love is genuine.

Their confidence and love once won, they will accept the
literature. There never was a better time to work for the
Jews than now, This war has aroused them, and some are
hoping #hat through it an arrangement may be made o cede
Palestine to the Jews, that they may again become a nation.
They realize that their young pecple are fast going into infi-
delity, and that their religion as now taught is powerless to
hold them. ‘

Therefore, now, while their minds are aroused and agi-
tated over many things, is the time when they are most
likely to listen to those whe not only believe and live the
teachings of the Old Testament, but can show the relation
of these things to the present time.

The Yiddish Magazine Ready

WE are glad for the interest our people are taking in the
work:for the Jewish people, and we are sure that God is
opening the way for the truth to go to them, A new impetus
has recently been given to the Zionistic movement in this coun-
try. The Jews are planning a campalgn, with the object of
influencing the nations to cede the land of Palestine to them
at the close of the present war, so that they may again be-
come a nation. We know from the Word of God that the
idea of the literal return of the Jews is a false one, and like
the doctrine of a second probation, it is a false hope. But
because of this hope the Jewish people are agitated just now

on the subject of religion, and we are sure that the Lovd is
giving us an open door that we may gain access to the Jost
sheep of Israel.

We have just received from the préss the first magazine
in the Yiddish language, We believe that it will interest
many of the Jews, There are nearly two and a half million
Jews in this country who read Yiddish, and nearly all the
rest of the Jews understand it. Now will not our people do
all they can to circulate this magazine? No price has been
put on it, but we hope that our people will make the effort
to sell it if possible. They may get five or possibly ten cents
a copy. The Jews will feel more free to pay something for
the papers to a Sabbath-keeping Christian than they would
to a Jew. So we hope that all our people who live in the cit-
ies and in the larger towns where there are Jews, will order
a supply of these magazines, and get them in the hands of
their Jewish friends and neighbors.

When you go to them with the magazine, tell them that
you are a Sabbath-keeping Christian; that you chserve the
seventh day of the week, Saturday, from Friddy evening to
Saturday sunset, as the Sabbath of the Lord, and that you do
not eat swine’s flesh. This will interest them at ‘once. Te]l
them that you are handling a magazine -in their language,
and that you will be glad to let them have cne., If you
can get a dime, that is good; if not, get what you can. You
can soon tell whether or not the Jew is interested; but if he
wants a magazine and is too poor to pay for it, be sure to
give 1t to him, :

The price of the magazine in guantities, to our people, is
three cents a copy, or $3 a hundred. Address your orders
to your tract society, or to the Good Tidings, Concord, Mass,
Pleage give this your early attention, and pray that Ged will
bless the magazines as they are placed in the hands of the
Jews,

It must be remembered that they read from right to left,
and turn their pages from left to.right; just the opposite
from the way we read and epen our papers. Please be sure
to remember this as you show the magazine to your Jewish
friends. :

The following is the list of contents, in congecutive
order:—

Title: The 0ld Candle on a New Candlestick.

First cover page: A Lost Truth Found (a Bible reading
completed on page 3 of cover). i

Page 1: A Few Pointed Questions Which Must Be
Answered,

Pages 2, 3: The Existence of the Jew a Witness to Light
and Truth. (Ilustration, page 8, Moses Descending With
the Law.)

Pages 4, 5: Did God Work Miraculously for the Jews ?

Pages 6-8: A People Who Are Doing a Work for the
World the Jews Ought to Do. (This takes up the work of
Seventh-day Adventists, Ilustration, page 8, A Ghetto.)

Pages 9, 10: Which Is More Important, the Sabbath or
the Ceremonial Law? -

Pages 11, 12: Why a Daughter of Abraham Should Be-
lieve in the Messiah,

Pages 12, 13: Where the Jews Must Seek for Their Help,
(This article peints them t0 the Messiah, Jesus, as their only
help., Tlustration, page 13, David, the Sweet Psalmist of

Israel.) ‘
Pages 14, 15: Tsrael. (This article tells why the Lord
It is written by Elder Lough‘-_

called the Jews as a people.
borough.) .

Pages 16-18: The Doctrines of the Bible: A Personal God.’
( Dustration, pa%e 16, A Scribe Reading the Law.)

Pages 18-20: Biblical Evidence that Jesus Is the Messiah,

Pages 21-24: Some of Israel’s Great Sons—Moses, Joshua,
Daniel, Paul. (The object of this article is to show that
%:it]ch of) these characters taught the first or.second coming of

rist.

Pages 24, 26: Why I Have Faith.

Pages 26, 27: Precious Promises to Israel. (How they
are all fulfilled in the Messiah.f)

Pages 28, 29: How Much of the Bible Is Inspired? (This
article shows why the New Testament, as well as the Old,
is inspired,)

Pages 80, 31: lsrael Losing Her Religion. (This article,
which was written by Mr. Isadore Harris, a Jewish rabbi, -
is taken from the American Hebrew.) -

Pages 31, 32: The Fall of Israel. (This article considers
the causes of Israel’s fall, and the remedy for the same in
the Messiah. ) F. C. GILBRERT.
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Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
First Week

OPENING Exercises: Song; season of prayer for thaose in
the valley of decision; minutes; song,

Reports of labor. .

Lesson: “Intercessory Prayer.’”

_ Plans for work,

Closing song',

Note. —The lesgon on ““ Intercessory Prayer ™ is part of a
chapter taken from the book ““In Touch With God,” by
William P, Pearce. It was difficult to decide what to use, as
all the book is very helpful, After the lesson has been
given, the book'should be shown and orders taken for it. A
copy for this purpose should be previously ordered. It will
be a safe investment, as some member is sure to want it.
This is a book that should be in every church library and
every Sabbath-school library. The price is $1 and the book
is bound in cloth. L.éaders should remember that one of their
duties is to encourage members to buy and read literature
that will build them up spiritually.

Second Week

OreNiNG Exerciges: Song; prayer; minutes; song.

Lesson: ‘*Diligence.”’

Reports of labor.

Plang for work,

Closing song.

NoTE. —-Careful plans should be laid for systematie and
thorough working of the church territory. We are in the very
beginning of apnother year, perhaps the last one in which we
shall be able to work with our present freedom. Therefore
each leader should strive to havé hig church do the largest
work this year that it has ever done. Special attention
should be given to the circulation of our literature —
tracts, pf:ﬁjers, magazines, and small books — because it is
(tihrough is. agency that much of the cloging work is to be

one.
Third Week

OreNING Exercises: Song; minutes; seagon of prayer fo.
efficiency in service; song.

Lesson: ‘‘Influence.”’

Reports of labor,

Plans for work.

Closing song.

NoTe, — This subject of influence iz an important one.
It might be helpful if, at the close of the study, the leader
should ask each member in turn to tell what thought had
most impressed him, and as each point is stated, to have it
written on the blackboard, Tt will make the study more in-
teresting if different members are asked to read the extracts
from “‘Christ’s Object Lessons. ”’

The leader should see that his church reaches the aim of
an average of two copies of the weekly Stgns to each member,
not in order to reach a goal, but because the Signs has been
proved many times over to be a very efficient instrument for
winning souls,

Fourth Weeck

OPENING Exercises: Song; prayer; minutes; seripture exer~
cise; song,

Reports of labor,

Lesson: *‘Hands, "’

Plans for work.

Closing song.

NoTk.— For the scripture, exercise the leader could read
the gospel commission given in Mark 16:15, and call attention
to the fact that it is spoken to every believer. Ali are to
preach the gospel near and far, to the extent of their op-

. portunities, ~After the lesson, plan to fill all hands with
some kind of soul-winning work. Real consecration means
definite work, for others.

Intercessory Prayer

NoOT one thing is more highly commended and blessedly
exhibited in the 0ld and the New Testament than prayer.
By it the unworthy soul comes into the ‘presence of the
worthy Christ: and self, with all its selfish propensities,
sinks into mere nothingness before the great “I AM.”
Ex. 3: 14, .

Ag there are different elements and attitudes in prayer,
so are there different kinds of prayer, Posgibly the highest
form and noblegt kind iy the intercessory—the gefting outside
of one’s gelf .in the interest of others. It is the outward
reach of an énwanrd grace,

o A Law Term )

The word ““intercession ”” is a law term, signifying the
action of & proxy or an attorney. Intercessio, in the Latin,
means a going between, the act of interceding with one

party in favor of another. In prayer it is ‘‘the divine es-
sence of goul union,”* ag Canon Wilberforce callg ,it; the
most unselfish, most glorious, and mightiest ministry in
which all can have a part.””

Intercession and Obligation

Intercessory prayer is not merely a privilege, but a ne-
cessity, an obligation, from which no Christian is excused,
Yet we must not forget that intercessory prayer has ifs
limits, There is a ‘‘sin unto death,’” of which John says,
1 do not say that he shall pray for it.”’ 1 Johu 5: 18
That is ultrablasphemy, of which our Lord declares there
shall never be forgiveness. Mark 3:29. .

As to the dead it would be presumption to pray for them,
as there can be no change. They are beyond the warrant of
the divine will and word.

On the other hand, when certain ones came to Samuel
with a request that he pray for them, his answer was, ‘‘ God
forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray
for yow.”” 1 Sam. 12: 23. Not thus to pray when impressed
by the Holy Spirit is" to grieve and frustrate his intentions.
It is a sin of omission. Are any of us repeating the his-
tory of which Tsaiah says, ‘“God wondered that there was
no intercessor’’? Isa. B9: 186, ’

Three¢ Intercessors .

In the New Testament, we have three intercessprs men-
tioned. The first is Jesus, who {‘ever liveth to make inter-
cession’ to the Father for us, Heb, 7:25. Thig is. called
the qﬁicial and , authoritative intercession. , The second is
the Holy Spirit, which ‘“maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot he uttered.”” Rom. 8:26; This is
called the adjutory or helping intercession, and is made in
our hearts. The third is a Christian who—

‘“Brings the needs of others, L
And all things are his own.”

This is called the benevolent intercession, We are to do
on earth what Jesus is doing on the throne. Such praying,
aceording to Coleridge, is the very highest outgding of
energy of which man is capable. ¢ Pray,’ said James,
““one for another.” James 5: 16. -

The Minister

In intercessory prayer, the minister should receive first
consideration. He stands, as Hemnry Ward Beecher says,
““at the highest point of organized humanity.”” Paul would
have us esteem him “‘very highly’ for his work’s sake.
1 Thess. 5: 13, Better slap his face than his reputation.
Paul pleads with his brethren thus: ‘I beseech you, breth-
ren, that ye strive " —the Greek word is sunagon-
izom, agonize— ‘I beseech you, brethren, . . . that ye
agonize together with me in your prayers to God jor me.’”’
Rom. 15: 80. '

Common and uncommon temptations lurk in the min-
ister’s path. 7To be ““a faithful minister’” of Christ (Col.
4:7), living a blameless life, ““holding fast the faithful
word, . . . thathe may be able by sound doctrine both
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers’ (Titus 1: 7, 9)
he must have the prayers of his people.

Mr. Finney thought he owed more to the intercessions of
Father Nash and Abel Cleary than to his own logie. Charles
Haddon Spurgeon, when asked the secret of his power,
gaid, * My pecple pray for me.”’ And they did. Sometimes
as many ag three hundred persons would gather in' the room
beneath the auditorium and pray continuously while he
preached, . o

God be thanked for the memory of a deacon who; when
my heart and mind were burdened, used to say, * Wdll, pas-
tor, let’s have a word of prayer.’”” His lips are now'silent
in death, but his words still echo from an Eastern ‘cemetery:
“* Pagtof, let’s have a word of prayer.” We 'ﬁged to be
Aarons and Hurs, not only praying for but praying with
our ministers. ) o

o , The Church T

In intercessory prayer, the church, which is only another
name for God’s big family, should be remémbered. The
church in Seripture is represented ag God’s hugbandry, God’s

b
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building, and the bride of Christ. Jesus said, ‘I pray for
them.’” J¢hn 17:9. -

Indeed, he interceded for all elasses. He prayed for chil-
dren. Matthew tells how mothers brought their litte ones
to him *‘ that he should put his hands on them, and pray.”’
Matt, 19:13. How I should like to have heard him petition
for the children! I am suve it was for the purity of their
hearts and the consecration of their lives, Jesus knew that
.a child won to God wag plug a man or woman for the king-
dom. As goes the child, so goes bumanity and history.

Dr. Guthrie tells how his grandmother used to go into a
little barn at a certain hour each day, to pray for him. No
wonder he wrote and preached as he did!

Bdward Payson Hammond tells how Henry Drummond
was converted. He was visiting Peter Drummeond, at Stir-
ling, Seotland, in the winter of 1859. Mr. Drummond gath-
ered as many children as possible into his parlor, and had Mr.
Hammond speak and ging to them. Inone of the front seats
sat the little curly-headed nephew of Mr. Drummond, who
seemed greatly interested in all that was said, At the close
of the meeting, he came up, and putting his hand in the
hand of Mr. Hammond, said, ‘‘I want to be a Christian and
love Jesus,’*

After telling the boy what Jesus had done for him, Mr.
Hammeond asked, ‘‘ How can you help loving him, when he has
suffered so much for you, that you might be happy in heaven,
and wear a erown of Joy?'"

Little Drummond answered, ‘I must love him, and I will
give myself to him.’’ They knelt together, and he prayed
this prayer after the evangelist: ‘‘Dear Jesus, thou hast
loved me and died for me, that I might have my sins for-
given; and now, as well as I can, I am going to give myself
to thee, and will never be ashamed of thee, who hast done
so much for me.”” And thus began a new life that blessed
thousands.

‘When Moody and Sankey were holding their famous evan-
gelistic meetings in London, they drove into the country and
stopped to look at a gypsy camp in the woods. Mr. Sankey
wag deeply interested in the gypsies, and spent nearly an
hour with them., A small boy climbed up on the carriage
wheel. The boy wept as Mr, Sankey sang, and begged that
he sing again. Touched by the boy’s sincerity, Sankey placed
his hand on the boy’s head, and said, ‘‘God, make a preacher
of this boy.”” TIs it any wonder the world knows ‘‘Gypsy '’
Smith?

Intercessory prayer for children intimidates and frustrates
the machinations of Satan, and silently but gloriocusly pre-
pares the child for the service of God. -

_Jesus prayed for his enemies. When the inflamed and
pasgionate multitude surrounded the cross, he prayed, “Fa-
ther, forgive them.’’ Luke 23:34, Furthermore, he has
exhorted us, ‘““Pray for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you,”” Matt. 5:44,

Burkitt remarks, in his journal, that there were those
who, would never have had a share in his prayers, but for the
injuries they did him.

But to return to the subject of the church. I said it is
God’s big family on earth, The local church is a little circle
of brothers and sisters within the big cirele of all tongues
and peoples. We are called ‘‘the body of Christ, and mem-
bers in particular.”” 1 Cor. 12:27. I¥d you ever pray for
the brethren in particular—for.those who labor in the Lord,
for the young converts (Eph. 1:15-28), and for the indiffer-
ent? Jesus prayed thus for Peter. Luke22:22. Paul prayed
thus for Timothy ‘‘night and day.”” 2 Tim. 1:3.

Horatiug Bonar, who wrote **What a Friend we have
in Jesus,’’ and ““I heard the voice of Jesus say,'’ would so
take his people on his heart that he would frequeritly leave
his study, go to his church, and sit in the pew where a cer-
tain member sat, and there get into that member’s life; and
then to ancther, thus taking their needs to God. His church
was a power. .

Samuel Martin, who built Westminster Chapel, London, —
the church of which G. Campbell Morgan is' pastor, —prayed
for his brethren in particular. He was often known to go
to the church on Saturday nights, and for hours go from pew

-Church, Chicago, was janitor for fifty years.

{o pew, pouring out his heart in prayer for this one and the’
other who sat there. There were members he thought to be
in special need. Some were indifferent; and, like Paul, he
prayed that their conduct be ‘‘as becometh holiness.’”
Titus 2: 3. Some were passing through trials and afflic-
tions, and he prayed that they might ‘‘stand perfect and
complete in all the will of God,’’ as Epaphras prayed for the
hrethven in Cologse, Col, 4: 12. Some were troublesome,
faultfinding, and annoying, and he prayed that they might
be at peace with all men (Hebh. 12: 14), exemplifying
brotherly love (Rom. 12:10), and that strife and vainglory,
bitterness and bigotry, be not named among them. (Phil
2: 3; Eph. 5: 3).

Edward Loring Bradley, of the Second Presbyterian
His pastor,
Dr. John Balcom Shaw, said, ‘‘He was a more important
man than the minister himself.”” Said Mr. Bradley: ¢ Any
success that I have attained as a sexton I consider due to
the faet that every morning for the last thirty years, on
entering the church, I have sought a quiet place, and on my
knees have asked God’s blessing for the work of the
church, the minister, and for the officers and members,
And 1 have asked him to make me a better man, a better
Christian, and a better sexton.”” Would to Ged all church
members had the same prayer spirit!

Not until we realize our relationship to each other, can
we fully experience the significance and blessedness of this
intercessory prayer—‘‘the church’s treasury, the eommon
stoek of supplications,’” as one writer calls it.—“In Touch
With God,”” pages 161-169.

Diligence
REQUIRED by, God in— ’

Seeking him Heb. 6:11.
Obeying him Deut, 6:17; 11:13.
Hearkening to him Isa. 55:2.
Gultivating Christian graces 2 Peter 1:5.
Keeping the soul Dent. 4:9.
Labors of love Heb. 6:10-12,
Guarding against defilement Heb. 12:15,
Making our calling sure 2 Pet. 1:10.
Lawful business Prov, 27:23,

God requires it
In temporal matters it leads to—

Deut, 11:13. 14.

Favor Prov. 11:27.

Prosperity Prov. 10:4,

Honor Prov, 12:24;22:29,
Bible examplos—-

Jacob Gen, 81:40.

Ruth Ruth 2:17.

Hezekiah 2 Chron. 31:21.

Nehemiah and associates Neh. 4:6.

Apostles Acts 5142,

Apolles Acts 18:25.

Titus 2 Cor, 8:22.

Paul 1 Thess. 2:9.

NOTE. —In giving this Bible study, the leader should place
at the top of the blackboard the Su%ject, ‘“‘Diligence,”” and

below that the next words in the study, *‘Required by God
in.”” As the texts are read and thoughts brought out, the
things in which God requires diligence should be placed one
by one on the board. .

Endeavor to impress the thought that the Christian life
is not one of indolence and ease, but that every phase of it
hhs to be pursued diligently.

At the close of the study, ask the members to give Bible
examples of diligence. They may think of a number,
few are given here, as illustrations, but these should not be
mentioned until efforts have been made to get examples.
from the members.

Influence
1, WHAT ig influence ?
‘“‘Influence js power whose cooperation is unseen, and
known chiefly by its results, ”’ — Webater,
2. What has Christ’'s influence done ?

““The life of Christ was an ever-widening, shoreless influ-
ence, an influence that bound him to God and to the whole
human family.’’—** Chirist’s Object Lessons,”” page 339.

8. With what has God, through Christ, invested man ¥

“Through Christ, God has invested man with an influence-
that makes it impossible for him to live to himself. Individ-
ually we are connected with our fellow men, a part of God's.
great whole, and we stand under mutual obligations.”’—Ib..
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4. What is God’s purpose ?

“‘No man can be independent of his fellow men; for the
well-bein§ of each affects others, It is God's purpose that
each shall feel himself necessary to others’ welfare, and seek
to promete their happiness.’’—1b, |

5. What two phases of inflyence did Christ mention?
Matt. 12; 30.

6. How can we gather or scatter by our influsnce ?

“ Every soul is surrounded by an atmosphere of its own,—
an atmosphere, it may be, charged with the 1ife-%iving power
of faith, eourage, and hope, and sweet with the fragrance of
love. Or it may be heavy and chill with the gloom of discon-
tent and seifishness, or poisonous with the deadly taint of
cherished sin. By the atmosphere surrounding us, every per-
son with whom we come in contact is conseiously or uncon-
sciously affected, '’ —Ib.

7. Can we free ourgelves from this responsibility ?

““This iz a responsibility from which we cannot free our-
selves. Our words, oul acts, our dress, our deportment, even
the expression of the countenance, has an influence. Upon the
impression thus made there hang results for good or evil
which no man can measure. Every impulse thus imparted is
seed sotvn which will produce its harvest. It is a link in the
long chain of human events, extending we know not whither.”’
—Id, pages 338, 340, .

8. How may we make this chain in buman events con-
tinue ?

“If by our example we aid others in the development of
good principles, we give them power to do good. In their
turn they exert the same influence upon others, and they
upon still others. Thus by our unconscious influence thou-
sands may be blessed. ’—1Id., page 340,

9. What illustration may be given of this?

““Throw a pebble into the lake, and a wave is formed, and
another and another; and as they increase, the circle widens,
until it reaches the very shore. So with our influence. Be-
yond our knowledlge ar control it tells upon others in blessing
or In eursing,’’—1b,

10. What carries an almost irresistible influence?

‘‘Character ig power. The silent witness of a true, un-
selfish, godly life carries an almost irresistible influence. By
revealing in our own life the character of Christ we cooperate
with him in the work of saving souls. It is only by revealing
in our life his character that we can cooperate with him.
And the wider the sphere of our influence, the more good we
may do.’’—Ib.

11, When will the ehurch have power to move the world 7

“When those who profess to serve God follow Christ’s
example, practicing the principles of the law in their daily
life; when every act bears witness that they love God su-
premely and their neighbor as themselves, then will the
church have power to move the world. ”” — b,

12, Why is the church so weak?

““But never should it be forgotten that influence is no less
a power for evil, To lose one’s own soul ig a terrible thing;
but to cause the loss of other souls is still more terrible. . . .
Many who profess to gather with Christ are seattering from
him. This is why the church is so weak.”’—Ib.

13. How can we yield ourselves to be instruments of Sa-
tan?

*“Many indulge freely in criticism andaccusing. By giving
expression to suspicion, jealousy, and discontent, they yield
themselves as instruments to Satan. Before ti'ley realize
what they are doing, the adversary has through them accom-
plished his purpose. The impression of evil has been made,
the shadow has been cast, the arrows of Satan have found
their mark. Distrust, unbelief, and ddwnright infidelity
have fastened upon those who otherwise might have ac-
cepted Christ.”’—Id., pages 340, 341

14. What really causes some to fall ?

‘‘Meanwhile the warkers for Satan look complacently
upon those whom they have driven to skepticism, and who

are now hardened against reproof and entreaty., They flatter ’

themselves that in comparison with these souls they are vir-
tuous and righteous, They do not realize that these sad
wrecks of character are the work of their own unbridied
tongues and rebellious hearts. It is through their influence
that these tempted ones have fallen.”’—Ib., page 841.

15, Where will each one meet the results of his influence ?.

“8o frivolity, selfish indulgence, and careless indifference
on the part of professed Christians, are turning away many
souls from the path of life, Many there are who will fear
tg meet at the bar of God the results of their influence.”” —
Ib. ’

16. Since our influence is so important, how can we make
a right vse of it? Is there more than one way?

‘It is only through the grace of God that we can make a
right use of this endowment. . There is nothing in us of our-

selves by which we can influence others for good. If we Tet
alize our helplessness and our need of divine power, we shall
not trust to ourselves.””—1Ib, ,

17. In order to securs personal safety, what should we
never do?

“We know not what results a day, an hour, or a moment
may determine, and never should we begin the day without
committing our ways to cur Heavenly Father. His angels
are appointed 1o watch over us; and if we put ourselves under
their guardianship, then in every time of danger they will be
at our right hand.” —1Ib.

18. When we are in his care, who will influence us?

“When unconsciously we are in danger of exerting a
wrong influence, the angels will be by our side, pr_onéptmg‘ us
to a better course, choosing our words for us, and influencing
our actions. Thus our influence may be a silent, unconscious,
but mighty power in drawing others to Christ and the heav-
enly world.”—Id., pages 341, 342.

Hands

1. WHAT is congecration? Ex. 28:41, margin; 32:29.
2. Whose hands were faithful? Gen. 39:4, 6,
8. What does the diligent hand do? Prov. 10:4; 12:24.
4, What does the virtuous woman do? Prov, 31:13.
5. How did the apostle Paul use his hands? Acts 20:34;
1 Cor, 4:12, '
6. What shall he that hath clean hands be? Job 17:9.
7. Where shall he go? Ps. 24:3, 4.
8. What will charitable hands do7 Prov. 31:20.
9. What should hands not be? 2 Chron. 15:7.
10. What should we do in a good work? Neh. 2:18.
11. What does conseeration mean to each of us? 1 Chron.
29:5, margin.

e g b e

Construction of a Sermon
- {Coneluded from page 2)

In story writing this principle is always kept in mind.
Often it is not so much the subject chosen as it is the man-
ner in which the subject is presented that wins suceess. In
the suceessful fiction of today a large proportion of the plots
are of trifling importance, but the writers handle the situ-
ations so skillfuily that, once induced to begin, the reader is
carried along irresistibly, anxious to learn the finish,

This sustentation of the interest is often neglected in re-
ligious matters, yet it is of vital importance. The sermon
should be so constructed that it is cumulative in proof and
interest. This is the only way that the interest can be sus-
tained to the end. It is in this that so many preachers fail.
The interest, once aroused, must be not only persistently
sustained, but increased in force as the sermon advances.
To accomplish this, requires a skillful handling of the texts
used as proof.

Of no less importance in the delivery of a sermon is it
that each sentence spoken should, in some form, be a state-
ment of a fact or facts; that is, that it should tell the audi-
ence something. Here is the secret of the power of the
daily press; it tells the people new things, gives them news.
No sermon can be wholly successful that fails so to educate
the audience as it is built up before them.

Begin with one of the weakest, least important texts,
yet one connected clogely enough with the subject for the
audience to tell what you are about to talk.of, and lay this
as the foundation. Use the next best text to prove the as-
sertion of the first one, following it with a third to
strengthen the position, and so on, using mere and more
positive proof, making your position stronger and more con-
vineing, until finally, with your strongest and most convine-
ing proof, you place the matter beyond all cavil. Then
stop. Just as soont as you have proved your point, do not
add a word; leave the subject clean and fresh in the minds
of your hearers, That is the way they will then always re-
member the matter —just as you presented the proof.

Thiz is what.story writers call building a climax. All
good fiction is so constructed, and all sermons should follow
this cumulative method. W. 8. CHAPMAN.
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Migsionary Yolunteer
~ Department

Missionary Volunteer Society Programs
for Week Ending January 1

1. REvIEW the Morning Watch texts.

2. Reports of working bands.

8. Bible Study: ¢ racter and Perpetuity of God's
Law.” Arrange an exercise, in which several may take
part, showing that Ged’s law is a revelation of his character,
using the texts given, and others on the same subject,

4. Standard of Attainment Quiz: Mal, 8:6; Matt. 5:17-19.

5. Have a talk on ‘“The Sunrise Kingdom.”” See ‘‘Our
Work. in Japan,’’ in the Instructor of December 21; also
“Saved From Buddhism” and ‘Youthful Withesses,” in
this number of the GAZETTE. See ' An Outline of Migsion
Fields,’’ pages 184-140, Use the map.

6. Juniors: Repeatin concert the little prayer on this page.
Let some child tell how God’s law is a blessing—to children,
to homes, to towns, to every one. Another may give illus-
trations of well-known natural laws—fire burns, heat ex-
Eands, ete. Learn the first four commandments. Mission

eadings: ‘‘How I Was Saved,”’ page 12, and *‘ Youthful
Witriesses,”” -page 10

Character and Perpetnity of God’s Law

"1. The Lawgiver. James 4:12.
Perfect. Matt. 5:48,
Unchangeable, Mal, 8:6.
Enduring. Ps. 90:2,
The Judge of all. Gen. 18:25.
2, The Law. Ex. 20:1-17; Deut. 4: 13.
Perfect. Ps. 19:7.
Unchangeable. Matt, 5:17-19.
Enduring. Ps. 111:7, 8.
The Rule of Judgment. Eccl. 12:13, 14.

The Lawgiver

‘* Since the law is a transeript of the holiness of God, its
demands as a moral rule are unchanging.’’ —Strong,

“God is kind, but within the limits of inexorable law.

He is good, but you can take no liberties with him; for back’

of hig pity and kindness iz a righteousness that is so exact
%at it must be satisfied to the uttermost farthing.””—J. R.
avton.

““ There is in God nio selfish anger. The penalties he inflicts
upon transgression are not vindietive but vindicative. They
express the revulsion of God’s nature from moral evil, the
Judicial indignation of purity against impurity, the self-as-
sertion of infinite holness against its antagonist and would-
be destroyer.”” —Strong.

Thke Law

The following comparisons still further show that the
law of God is a revelation of his character;—

God His Law

God is righteous. Ps. 145:17, All his commandments are
§1ghteousness. Ps, 119:
72

God is love, 1 John 4:8.

God is hoely. Ley, 11:44,
A God of truth, Ps. 31:5.
A God of peace. Rom. 16:20.

God is a spirit. John 4:24.

His law is based on love.
Matt. 22:36-40,

His law is holy, Rom, 7:12

His law is truth, Mal, 2.6,

His law brings peace, Ps.

His law is spiritual,
T:14.

R “i o let down the standard would be to misrepresent God.”’

G d“ Every transgression of the law is a stab at the heart of
o . ¥

- Hlaw witimut is only an echo of God’s heart-beat
within.””

% The precepts of the decalogue are as immutable as the
throne of God. "’ —Mrs. E. G. White,

Man needs law-—¢‘ just as railway cars need a track to

gu_ide,them. To leap the track ig to find, not freedom, but
ruin,’’

“The law of God i3 not the confiiet of will with will, but
of wisdom with folly, knowledge with ignorance, right with
wrong.’’ — Thompsor. -

Rom.

“The law leads to Christ. He who is the Ideal is ailso
the Way to attain the ideal. He who is himself the Word
and the Law embodied is also the spirit of life that makes
obedience possible,’’

“1f 1 attempt to resist even physical laws, T am erushed.
I can use nature only by obeying her laws, So in the meoral
realm. We cannot buy off nor eseape the moval law of God.
God will not, and God cannot, change his law by one hair’s
breadth. ' — Martineaw.

““The wisdom of ages, the wisdom and ghilosophy of the
schools, has never dizcovered a single defeet in that code.
Not a virtue which is not there incuieated. Not a vice in its
most doubtful and shadowy form which is not there pre-
hibited. ’ — Chief Justice Hornblower.

““The ‘law is a mifror, which reveals derangement, but
does not remove it,” With its demand of absolute perfee-
tion, up to the measure of man’s original endowments and
possibilities, it drives us, in despair of ourselves, to Christ
as our only righteousness and our only Saviour,”

““Whén a man defrauds you in weight, he sing against
you, not against the seales, which are only the instruments
of determining true and false weight, hen men sin it is
against God, and not against his law, which is but tHe indi-
cator of right and wrong, . . Every sin that you com-
mit is personal to.God, and not merely an infraction of his
law, It is easting javeling and arrows of base desire into his
loving besom, . , . Sinning is always a personal offence
against a personal God.”’ —Henry Ward Beecher.

The Law of God Is

““ Not arbitfary. or the product of arbitrary will.

““ Not temporary, ot ordained simply to meet anexigency.
The law ig a manifestation of the essential nature of God.

“ Not merely negative, since positive conformity to God
is the inmost requisition of law, )

““Not limited in its scope by men’s consciousness of it.
Like the laws of our physical being, the law of ‘God exists
whether we recognize it or not, )

““Not local, or confined to place, since no moral ereature
ean escape from God.

“* Not changeable, or eapable of modification. Since law
represents the unchangeable nature of God, it is not 2 sliding
scale of requirements, which adapts itself to the ability of
its subjects. God himself eannot ehange it without ceasing
to be God.”’—Strong.

For the Juniors
A Prayer

To Be Repeated in Concert

ALMIGHTY God! direct us
To keep thy perfect law!
O blessed Saviour, help us
Nearer to thee to draw !
Let Sinai’s thunders find us
To guard our feet from sin,
And Calvary’s light inspire us
The love of God to win,
—John Hay.

Gop’s law is compared to a wall, which keeps out sin. It
is a hedge to shut out evil, It is a chain to draw us toward
heaven. It is a just balance, a true measure, a perfect mir-
ror, an armor, a schoolmaster. It shows us when we have
done wrong, and points us to Jesus,>who kept the law, and
whose blood cleanses from all sin.

Laws

EvERY person in this world has to obey. If he does not
obey the laws that are made for people who walk the
gtreets, and work in offices and fields, and live in homes,
then he must obey the harder laws made for persons who are
shutupin prisons and reform schools and houses of correction,

A father was explaining this to his little boy, who did not
like to obey. ‘I must obey God, first of all,’ sald the
father, ‘and then this in here [he touched his chest] that
says, “‘You must,’’ or, *“You must not, > The little boy
knew what this’' meant. ‘And mother and you,’ said the
father, ‘Me?’ said the little boy, and the father repeated,
‘Take me up, favver.’ The little boy remembered many
things he had asked of his father, and his cheeks grew red.
‘And the head of the firm, and the chairman,—— *‘Vat’s
enough, favvet,’ said the child,

Things as well as persons are subject to law. Some
plants live on land, others in the water. Some flowers blos-

t
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som almost in a snow bank, like the arbutus and the little
Alpine edelweiss; others must have the burning sun and
abundant moisture of the tropies to bring them to perfection,

There gre Jaws, too, in the animal kingdom. Some mem-
bers of this kingdom fly in the air, some walk on the earth,
gome swim in the sea. In order to live and thrive, each
kind must conform to the natural, unchangeable laws which
govern it

If we enter, by study, even a little way inte what some
one has called ““the fairy land of science,”” we see nature’s
laws—which are God’s laws, too—at work, Whether we
look up at the stars, which move so steadily in their courses,
or study the flowers from seed to blossom, or watch the
clouds driving across the sky, we are geeing God’s created
works following the laws he has made for their control.

““There is a law and a purpose in everything in the uni-
verse. Study light, and learn how all color, beauty, and life
depend on the sun’s rays; note the winds and currents of the
air, regular even in their apparent irregularity, as they
carry heat and moisture all over the world, Waich the
water flowing in deep, quiet streams, or forming the vast
ocean; and then reflect that every drop is guided by invisible
forces working according to fixed laws, See plants spring-
ing up under the sunlight, learn the secrets of plant life,
and how their scents and colors attract the inseets. Read
how insects cannct live without plants, nor planis without
the flitting butterfly or the busy bee. ”’ Then you will begin
to see how everything in the world is governed by fixed
laws, and to realize a little—O such a very little!—of the
Infinite Wisdom that made them.

One day when' Jesus wag talking to the people, he spoke
of some of these laws, though he did not call them by that
name, He had showed them a group of the lovely lilies that
grow in Palestine, and called their attention to their color
and beauty. ““If God s0 clothe the grass of the leld, ”’ he
said, —if he gives it life, and color, and fragrance, —**shall
he not much more clothe you ?7’

The same loving Father, whose laws control all life, gave
his law of ten commandments to men. This law reflects the
character of the one who gave it, the Lawgiver. It is holy,
just, and good, As God is always the same, and will never
change, so his law will endure forever, unchanging and un-
changeable. A. B, BE.

P —

Notes on the Mission Stadies
Saved From Buddhism

In the sammer of 1914, Brethren H. . Benson and B, P,
Hoffman, with their wives, a Japanese evangelist and his
family, and a young student to act as tent master, went to the
centrally located country town of Yoka in the mountainous

rovinee of Tajima, to conduct a series of tent meetings.
n the Fnstructor of November 10, 1914, Brother Hoffman
thus describes the people and their surroundings: This is ““ the
realest of real Japan. . . . The people here are much more
quiet, peace-loving, and genuine-hearted, and far better
representatives of the spirit of Japan, than are their brothers
and sisters in the large port cities. . . . In this place the
houses are left open all night, something that is never seen
in the larger towns. . , ., This is a beautiful spot tucked
in between green mountains and refreshed by wmountain
streams. Many times I have compared in imy mind this
people and their homes with the Waldenses; and it geems
that we surely must have a company of believers brought out
here, to be a light to the many, many little villages situated
in the surrounding hills and valleys.’” The following later
report from Brother Hoffman shows some of the results of
the work carried on at that time. — ED.]

- MANY may remember the account in the Jnstructor of our
-experiences connected with opening a new station at Yoka a
year ago. Surely some have prayed for this'new work, and
perhaps are wondering how it is developing. We are
thankful thal we can tell you that God has given us some
.souls there, . The tent meetings were continued two months
through the heat of the summer, with the result that several
.of those who had lived so long in their country homes without
knowing of Chrisi, had their interest sufficiently awakened to

_be willing to study the Word of God. As we had to return to
~our other work, we left behind us the Japanese evangelist

.and his wife. This man has done faithful work in teaching

these interested ones, and I have made frequent trips out
there to visit and hold meetings with them.

In the development of the seed sown we have seen some
of each of the classes mentioned in the parable of the sower.

Some who received the word willingly, out, of varied
motives, have allowed the enemy to snaich it away. There
are also those who, hecause of opposition, persecution, the
cares of this world, and the Tust of other things, have ap-
parently forsaken what they received, But the last time I
visited the little ‘company, I had the joy of baptizing twe
persons who represent the seed received in good ground.
They have endured the temptations of the evil one and the
opposition of man, and now give promise of bearing fruit.
One more has requested baptism, and we believe others wilt
talte this step soon.

A Mighty Victory

Two baptized may sound like a small report for a year
from one station, but these two represent a great victory,
won only by prayer and a living faith in God. It is impossi-
ble for those at hone to conceive what it means for these
people to break away from their former lives, their circle of
friends and relatives, and the customs in which they have
been trained, to step out alone and profess belief In a foreign
religion. It is hardest in these small country towns and
villages, where the same families have lived for generationg,
until most of the inhabitants are related. When one member
of such an intimately connected community shows signs of
being infected by the “‘poisonous teaching,’” all the rest
unite, and by entreaty and threats endeavor to prevent his
accepting it. If he disregards their united efforts, he is looked
upon as highty disrespectful to his dead ancestors, pointed to
as an example of filial wnpiety and unfaithfulness, and con-
sidered an offender in the community, The hatred shown him
makes each day a cross, and almost pecessitates his departure
{0 begin life over anew in some other place. Just such ex-
periences are what have come to the two who for the joy
that was set before them gladly accepted the salvation and
eross of Christ, and followed him into the watery grave to
rise again to a new life in him,

*Both these believers came directly out of Buddhism.
One, a young man, earnest in his belief, had been taking a
series of studies at the village temple when he heard of the
work of our evangelist. He felt impressed to learn also about
Christ’s teachings, and was soon having twe Bible readings a
day. TFaith came from the hearing of the word, a faith that
coutd not be concealed, and he sgon began to be opposed.
The efforts of his family being in vain, a priest was called to
come and preach to him each day, and relatives and friends,
even from other villages, visited him te try to change his
mind. He remained firm and witnessed faithfully to the’
truth till they gave up hope, and his own father drove him
from his home. He had taken a course in electricity and had
bright worldly prospeets; but he has left all for the work of
God, beginning by canvassing for the little gospel paper and
other literature.

The olher believer is an intslligent woman who has found
Christ and is enjoying a real experience in him; but she has
been strongly opposed by her unbelieving husband, who even
threatens to expel her from the home. -She hopes to be able
to stay in her home and witness by a conseerated life, at
least till her boy is old enough to understand, and if possible
to win her husband, too.

Because of the intense feeling among the relatives and
neighbors, and in order to avert a crisis in the last mentioned
home, I had hesitated in administering baptism, But this
time it seemed I could refuse no longer, as they were clear
and decided in their stand, and earnestly desired to go for-
ward in this duty, even if they could not do so openly. Ac-
cordingly, after a good Sabbath day together in studying
God’s Word, and praying for his special guidance, our little
conipany of seven, believers and interested ones, met by
moonlight on the bank of the river; and a feeling of solemnity
and great joy filled our hearis as these two rose from the
dark waters to be witnesses of the salvation of Jesus.

B. P. HorrFrMmanN.
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Youthful Witnesses

A RECENT visit of a few weeks to Kagoshima, at the
southern extremity of the island of Kiusiu, showed us plainly
what God can do for the unconverted. One or two experi-
ences will perhaps be of interest. Our tent was pitched in
a favorable part of the city, in view of destruective old Sa-
kura-shima, the voleano that has twice put the people of
that province to flight. All will remember {ts eruption of
last January., Our attendance was quite good, and some were
much interested. Among those who have recently accepted
the Babbath are two young sisters, both of whom are well-
educated and capable. They are suffering bitter persecution
from Buddhist parents and friends, but have decided fully to
obey the commands of Jehovah. They will make valuable
workers for their own people.

Two Japanese lads have given their hearts to the Lord,
One, Mida-San, though but fourteen years of age, loves the
Saviour, and knows what it is to suffer persecution for right-
eousness’ sake. He is opposed by every member of his fam-
ily. An older brother has beaten him twice, hut- still he
holds firmly to his convictions. The other lad, Imura-San, is
the oldest son of a widowed mother. Recently, in the ab-
sence of the young people’s leader, he took the leader’s
place, teaching the little heathen childven the songs of Zion,
offering prayer, and telling the simple Bible stories, closing
the meeting with song and benediction. And this was done
by a boy only thirteen years of age, and recently from hea-
thenism. We remember that in the last days God will pour
out his Spirit upon the children, and they will teach his word.
—P. A. Webber, in the Review jor Now. 19, 1914.
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Missionary Volunteer Society Programs for Week
Ending January 8

1. REVIEW the Morning Watch texts.

2. Reports of working bands.

3. Bible Study: “The Law in the Old and the New Tes-
tament.’”

4, Standard of Attainment Quiz: Rom. 4:15; Rom. 5:20;
Isa. 42:21,

b. Have a paper or a talk on ‘‘Progress of Our Work in
Japan.”” Read ** A Sheaf of Incidents From Japan,” in the
Instructor of December 28, also ‘‘Dedication of the Kuji
Chureh, Japan,”’ “How I Was Saved,” and ‘““A Vow Re-
deemed,” in this number of the GazeTTE. Use your map,

6. Juniors: Repeat commandments five to ten.  Let some
child repeat Jesus’ summary of the law. Reading: “A
Boy Who Would Not Steal an M.” (Stories illustrating
two of the commandments are given in this number of the
GAZETTE. Others may be found illustrating other command-
ments, and some of these could be introduced into the pro-
gram.) Mission Reading: ‘“She Had Poor Marks.”’ '%his
and other incidents suvitable for the Juniors’ program will be
~found in the article, ‘‘A Sheaf of Incidents From Japan,”’
in the Imstructor of December 28,

The Law in the Old and the New Testament

1, Known from the Beginning-—
No law, no transgression. Rom. 4: 15.
Sin existed before Sinai. Raom. B: 13,
Instanlces.l 1 John®3:12; Gen. 6:11; Gen. 13:13; Ex.
8: 16,

2. Given at Sinai—

By whom given. Neh. 9:13, 14.
To whom given. Rom. 3:1, 2,
Why given. Rom. 5:20.

3. Kept, Honored, Magnified, by Christ. Matt. 5:17-19;
John 15: 10; 19: 18, 30; Isa. 42: 21.

Known from the Beginning

“The fact that sin was imputed before the law was given
at Sinai is conclusive proof that the law existed before that
event. '’

We are told that Cain’s ““works were evil, and his broth-
er’s righteots. '’ Therefore we know that there must have
been a ““standard at that time by which the characters of
men were weighed. That standard must have defined the
difference between right and wrong, and pointed out man’s
duty. But this is the province of the law of God. Hence
the law of God must have existed at that time,’’ Again,
we read that the men of Sodom, who were ‘“simmers before

the Lord exceedingly,’* vexed Lot by their ‘“‘unlawful
deeds. '’ Since unlawful means ‘‘contrary to law,”’ we
know that had there been no law, their deeds could not have
been ealled ynlawful,

Given at Sinai

By whom giver. ‘*And now the thunders ceased: the
trumpet was no longer heard; the earth was still. There
was a period of solemn silence, and then the voice of God
was heard. Speaking out of the thick darkness that en-
shrouded him, as he stood upon the mount surrounded by a
retinue of angels, the Lord made known his law. . . . God
accompanied the proelamation of his law with exhibitions of
his power and glory, that his people might never forget the
scene, and that they might be impressed with profound ven-
eration for the Author of the law, the Creator of heaven
and earth. He would also show to all men the sacredness,
the importance, and the permanence of his law. "—“‘ Patri-
archs and Prophets, > pages 304-309,

To whom given. *‘‘The law was not spoken at this time
exclusively for the benefit of the Hehrews. God honored
them by making them the guardians and keepers of his law,
but it was to be held as a sacred trust for the whole world.
The precepts of the decalogue are adapted to all mankind,
and they.were given for the instruction and government of
all. Ten precepts, brief, comprehensive, and authoritative,
cover the duty of man to God and to his fellow man; and all
based upon the great fundamental prineipal of love: ‘Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with ali
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind;
and thy neighbor as thyself.’”’-Id., page 305.

Why given. *‘By the giving of the law at Sinai, then,
God designed, not to increase or multiply sin, but that men
might, through a new revelation of him and of his character
and will, ag expressed in a plainly spoken and plainly writ-
ten law, the better see the awful sinfulness of sin, and thus
their utter helplessness and undone eondition. While in
Egypt, surrcunded as they were with idelatry and sin, and
as the result of their long bondage and hard servitude,
Israel even, the special people of God, had largely forgotten
God and lost sight of his requirements. Until one realizes
that he is a sinner, he cannot see his need of a Saviour from
sin. Hence the entering, or republication, of the law to the
world through Israel at Sinai.”’— ¢‘Bible Readings,’' page 851,

Kop1, Honored, Magnified, by Christ

Jesus kept the law. ‘‘The Saviour’s life of obedience
maintained the claims of the law.”” * Christ was a living
representative of the law. No violation of its holy precepts
was found in his life.”’— Mrs. E. G. White.

Jesus honored the law by paying its penalty. ““Our Lord
Jesus Christ gave a greater vindication to the law by dying,
because it had been broken, than all the lost can ever give .
by their miseries, He has borne all that was due from his
people, and the law is defrauded of nothing. By his death
he has vindicated the honor of God's moral government,
and made it just for him to be merciful, When the Law-
giver himself submits to the law, when the Sovereign him-
self bears the extreme penalty of that law, then is the
justice of God set upon such a glorious high throne that all
admiring worlds must wonder at it, "’ —Spurgeon.

Jesus magnified the law. e interpreted its spiritual
character, *‘showing that to hate was to commit murder, to
think impurely was to commit adultery, to covet wasto be an
idolater.”” As the microscope is used to bring within the
range of vision things too small for the unaided eye to see,
80 Jesus brought to view ‘‘principles and applications which
the unaided mind does not easily grasp.”” What a revelation
is given in his words and his life of the principles of his
divine law ! ““How they shone with luster and brilliancy as
he portrayed them in their greatness and magnificence !
Hevescued the law from the dishonor into which it had fallen,
and reaffirmed its validity as long as time should last, He -
showed ‘‘that the breaking of the least commandment, and
teaching others to do so, is sufficient to debar a2 man from "
the kingdom of heaven.”



THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

The Young Man Who Kept

“Thy commandment is exceeding broad,”’ says the
psalmist. The young ruler who came te Jesus,—came rin-
ning, such was his haste, —asking, ‘* What shali I do that I
may inherit eternal life ¥’ received a revelation of this truth.
Jegus referred him to the law—‘‘Keep the commandments.”
The young man was well taught; from his youth up he had
been familiar with the law, and had obeyed it; yet as he
stood before Jesus and looked into his face, he felt a Jack in
his soul. He was not satisfied.

“He was a young man of wealth and leisure. He had
been honored by the community. His was a pure eharacter,
and he cherished noble ideals. Jesug, who knew what was
in men, loved him when he saw him,

““He would seem to bhave had everything that could make
a man happy, things materiai and things spiritual; and yet,
when he left Jesus, he went away sorrowing,

““Ab, Jesus is Lhe great touchstone! There are no dubious
results, when one meets him. Happy or humiliated, rejoie-
ing or saddened, one comes from that revealing Presence,

“He could answer questions readily, this well-instructed
young man, He had mastered the theory of living. Doubt-
less, if pressed, he could have given the condensation of the
taw in two commandments: Love God with all your being,
love your neighbor as yourself, But he did not love his
neighbor as himself, so he could not love God with all his be-
ing, since God is love,”’

With all his knowledge, even with all his deep desire for
eternal life, ‘‘the rich young man went away from Jesus.
Whether he ever came back again, no one knows, The prob-
ability would seem to be that he did not, or the fact would
have been stated,’”’ His life of cutward conformity to the
law failed to measure up to s ‘‘exceeding broad®’ require-
ment of unselfish love,

For the Juniors
Love Makes Obedience Easy

“THERE are two motiveg for keeping commandments—one
because they are commanded, and one because we love him
who commands. The one is slavery, the other is liberty.
The one is like the arctic regions, cold and barren; the other
is like tropieal lands, full of warmth and sunshine.”’ — Dr.
Alezander Maclaren,

A Good Hevedity

“0m, yes, my folks are all religious, all the family way
back,’” said a young man in a hospital, ‘I don’ttake much
stock in that sort of thing myself.”

“But you have inherited stock in it, and very valuable
stock,”’ gravely answered the surgeon who was attending
him. ‘*Do you know why you are recovering so rapidly from
your accident, —why the bones knit and the wounds heal so
readily? It is because those ancestors of yours have be-
queathed to you good, clean blood, and a sound constitution, —
the physical make-up of those who have kept God's laws.
The heritage of those who fear his name is a precious one in
many ways. I shouldn’t speak lightly of such a birthright.”’
—Forward.

A Boy Who Would Not Steal an M

Dick had been going to school a month. Each day Miss
Margaret, the teacher, wrote a new word on the blackboard,
and the children copiedit. But one morning, instead of writing
a word as usual, Miss Margaret gave each child a sheet of
paper. ‘‘Now, litile folks,”” she said, “‘1 am going to see
who ean write what we learned yesterday without having a
copy to help. .Do your very best. 1 am going to put a bright
golden star on the best-written papers, and you may take
them home.”’

But Dick sat still, He knew that the word was—mother!
But he couldn’t remember how to make an M/! He knew
just how the other letters looked, and after a while he slowly
began to make them — ““o-t-h-e-r.”” Over and over he wrote
the letters. “‘I can put the M in afterwards, if I think of it,”
whispered Dick to himself.
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All at once Dick’s eyes fell on some words on a black-
board at the other side of the room. There at the very begin-
ning, was a big M! Dick remembered, now! He had thought
it looked like two v's joined together. The new yellow
pencii began to work very fast. All at once Dick stopped,
sighed, swallowed a lump in his throat, and began very slowly
to rub out the two M’s he had made. Before he had quite
finished, Miss Margaret stood by his desk, waiting for his
paper.

“Why, Dick, you mustn’t rub out your M’s, little boy!
Bee, you haven’t any all the way down the page! Why are
you rubbing out the oniy ones you have made?”’

*“1—1 couldn’t remember how to make M’s, Miss Margaret,
an’ —an’ you said we mustn’t have anything to go by;— but
1 couldn’t help seeing that one on the blackboard nver there.
An’ 1 started to make some, an’ then I thought it would be
like—like stealing M’s, so I was rubbing them out.”’

Miss Margaret went over to her table, and worked busily
for a minute. Then she came back to Diek’s desk.

*“Children,”” she said, and Dick raised his head, winking
hard to stop the tears from running out of his eyes, ‘I want
you all to see what I have put on Dick’s paper.”’

Then Dick forgot his tears, for there, right where everv-
body could see it, was a beautiful golden star.

““Listen to what I have written by the star, boys and
girls, *’ said Miss Maggaret. ““This star is given Dick Hast-
ings, the boy who would not steal an M’

Dick has a good many star papers now, and his mother
keeps them in a special corner in her desk. But she says
the first star is the most predious one of all. —E 7. Criften-
den, in the Sunday School Times.

Notes on the Mission Studies
Dedication of the Kuji Church, Japan

ABOUT one hundred and fifty mileg north of Tokio, or
about “five hours’ ride on the slow Japansse trains, out in
the country and surrounded by the small, carefully kept and
intensely cultivated fields, stands the little Kuji church.
Numbering only about thirty members, all farmers with
slender incomes and taxed to the very limit of endurance,
they have been worshiping in the home of one of the mem-
bers, in one of those tiny Japanese houses with the floors of
straw mats—each person must sit on the floor—and with the
sliding paper partitions which throw the whole house inte one
room, which is the rule in Japan.

Last winter the members began to plan for a real church
building, and all began to give, and to solicit from their
friends, the necessary funds. One gave the land from the

corner of his field, and in the early summer they began to

build as the monsy came in, and by the beginning of De-
cember they had erected a modest little twenty-by-thirty
foot foreign-style house, painted, and furnished with seats,
desk, stove, and lights, all ready for services. The Japanese
houses being small, and the families usually large, it is en-
barrassing to them to entertain, especially foreigners, whose
habits and training are so very different from theirs.
Therefore in pianning the church building, they provided 2
guegt room on the second floor, which can also be used for
the children in Sabbath school. ’

On the sixth of December a party of our foreign and Jayp-
anese workers left Tokio in the morning to assist in the ded-
ication of thig church, When we reached the gtation where
we must leave the train, we found a party of our brethren
awaiting us with negurimas, or little carts, for our baggage,
After a walk of nearly three miles on the narrow, winding
roads through the rice fields, we reached the little chureh by
the wayside, and the home of our Japanese evangelist, who
lives close hy. .

From sundown Friday evening an almost continuous serv-
ice was held until bedtime, and then upon fittones, or heavy
quilts, laid on the floor in the guest room of the church,
we slept soundly until morning.

The dedicatory services were held on Sabbath morning af-
ter the regular Sabbath school, 2]l the workers present taking
part. The building was well filled, many not of our faith
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being present, and showing interest in the exercises, We
rejoiced with this little company that their church' by the
roadside in the rice flelds was dedicated free from debt.
This, was made possible. by their own self-sacrifice, helped
out by some contributions which had come from friends in
Ameriea,

In all we held four services with the church, besides the
Sabbath school. This is one of the very few Christian
churchesin Japan, organized among the farmers, Asa rule the
farmers are slow to change, —very conservative in taking up
any new idea, or in adopting any custom contrary to the old
order,—but they are about the most stable class in the
country when they once embrace Christianity. This church
has been organized for several years, at first very small, but
active and growing, and all well established in the faith.
The suecess of the building enterprise has been a great en-
ecouragement to them as they see what determined effort
ean accomplish under the blessing of God. There is still a
good interest among their neighbors, and meetings are being
held several times a week by the local worker. We are
confident that what has been accomplished is only a begin-
ping of what will be done here, —F. H., De Vinney. *

How 1 Was Saved

~ WHEN the voleanic eruption occypred on Sakurajima
{Cherry) Island, near Kagoshima, Japan, about a ‘year ago, I
was teaching a grammar school. Where I lived, the land was
fertile, producing fruits and vegetables of all kinds. The
scenery was beautiful, The isl4na being out in the bay from
the city, many tourists visited it, alse people from the city
came there for their vacations,

The school and village where [ was teaching were entombed
by masses of lava and ashes over one hundred feet deep.
The gods of the ancestors, the temples and their idols, as well
as the property of the rieh and the poor alike, were buried.
Only by the providence of God were'a few lives spared, I
was among some who jumped into sampans, and were saved.
Had we delayed a few minuates, we shaquld have been buried
by hot ashes and rock. I saw the explosion from the water
as our boat left the shore.

After this dreadful experience, in which I lost my dear
mother and gister, I was reminded of the true God, whom [
had heard a little about at meetings held by a missionary in
a tent. My heart began to travail after the true God. 1
went to certain pastors to study the Bible, but could find
ne satisfaction. Ome day a colporteur came to my house.
What I bought brought light to my heart, as I found truth
in God’s word. :

For my past sinful life I have deep sorrow, but am happy
in God's promise of forgiveness through Jesus, and the life
to come. As soon as I am prepared to do so, T shall teil this
good news to our Japanese women who sit in darkness. —
Sumt Sasaki, 1915,

A Yow Redeemed

By far the majority of those joining the Christian ranks
in Japan are won from the rising generation. It is a differ-
ent problem to try to win the older people, for they are much
slower to give up their long-cherished beliefs. We find some
aged ones whose faces beam with the joy of new-found peace,
which tells of vietory in a mighty struggle for freedom in
Christ.

We have recently witnessed such a vietory here in Kobe.
A daughter in a large family of a semurai (the prerestor-
ation military class) had previously learned the true way in

- the home of one of cur missionaries, and joined the church,
Her younger brother and her mother thug had their interest
awakened, and followed the example of the daughter. Ef-

. forts to win the gray-haired father seemed in vain.

After the exceptional heat of lagt summer, he was taken
ill, In spite of their care, he grew worse until very serious
complications arose, and the family saw that extraordinary
means must be taken. They decided fo have him brought fo
our sanitarium here. To that suggestion the father refused

to listen. Then the family resorted to prayer. Kneeling
i +
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around the bed, they prayed to God that the sick father
might be made willing to be taken to the sanitarium for med-
jcal attention. Atlasthe consented. His iliness was serious,
but after a while he began te improve, and was led to feel
thankful to God for sparing his life. When we called on him,
he showed evidence of a changed heart, and although still
weak, tried to testify to God’s love. When we had prayed
for him, he raised his feeble voice in prayer, promising that
if God would restore him to health, he would be his child and
turn his feet to the house of prayer. God heard that prayer
and that promise. On receiving his health and strength again,
this redeemed one remembered his vow, and began at onece a
faithful attendance at the services of the Lord’s house.—B.
P. Hoffman, June, 1915.

Missionary Volunteer Society Programs for
Week Ending Jannary 15

1. Review the Morning Watch texts.

2. Reports of working bands.

3. Bible Study: “The Two Laws.'’

4, Standard of Attainment Quiz: Ps. 111:7, 8; Col, 2:14,

5. Have a talk on ““The Third Angel’s Message in the
Land of the Morning Calm.”” Read ‘‘Gleanings From

Korea, '’ in the Instructor of January 4; also ““Camp Meet-

ing]iéx Korea, >’ and pages 186-140 in “‘An Outline of Mission
Fields, * ‘ .

6, Juniors: Repeat the ten commandments. (See “An
Object Lesson, ” page 13.) Reading: “The Little Lad
Who Gave.”’ 'Several of the children may take part in an

exercise telling about the opening and progress of our work
in Korea. Facts for this exercise may be found in the
articles already cited,

The Two Laws

1. The Moral Law.
Speken by God.  Deut, 4:12,
Written by him on tables of stone. Verse 13.
Existed from the beginning., - Rom. 5:12, 13,

Wil stand fast forever. Ps. 11117, 8.

2. The Ceremonial Law. -
Given through Moses. 2 Kings 21:8.
Written by Moses, Ex. 24:4; 2 Chron., 85:12.

Related to typical ordinahces. Heb. 10:1,
Abolished by Christ. Eph. 2:15.

The Two Laws Contrasted
The Moral Law The Cercmonial Law
Is called the ‘““royal law, ”’ Is called “thelaw . . .
tained in ordinances, '’
Was ‘“the handwriting of
ordinances, *’

<on-

Was written ‘“with the fin-
ger of God. *’

Is called *“the law of God.’’ s ecalled ““the law of
Moses,

Was placed in the ark, Was placed in the side of
the ark,

Is “‘perfect. ”’ :
Was not destroyed by Christ.
Gives knowledge of sin,

““ Made nothinﬁ perfect, **

‘Was nailed to his cross. .

Instituted in consequence of
sin. :

Was taken out of the way
by Christ.

“The law of God is as immutable as his throne. It will
maintain its claims upon mankind in ali ages. ' —Mrs. B, G.

White.

‘¢ Bin entered into the world by Adam; but sinee ‘sin is not
imputed when there is no law,’ we know that God’s great
moral law existed from the beginning. The test of obedi-
ence given to man in Eden is comprehended in the first
great precept of God’s moral law, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind, and with all thy strength, *

‘““The moral law contained in the ten commandments, and
enforced hy the prophets, He did not take away. It was
not the design of his coming to revoke any part of this.
. . . Every part of this law must remain in foree upon all
mankind and in all ages, as not depending either on time or
place, or any other cireumstance liable to change, but on
the nature of God, and the nature of man, and their un-
changeable relation to each othexr. "’—John Wesley, in his
““ Sermons, "’ Vol. I, No. 25, pages 221, 232, - BT

““The law of the ten commandments grew out of original
relations, —relations that came into existence by virtue of
ereation, —and hence this law is as eternal and yniversal as
are these relations, and therefore binding upon all mankind

Is the standard of judgment.
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in_all ages.’” In consequence of the fall and the plan of
salvation, new relations came into existence; and as a result
of these, certain ordinances, or commandments, were given
that were *‘typical in their nature, such as related to differ-
ent kinds of offerings, the worldly sanctuary with its at-
tendant rites and ceremonies, the yearly feasts, yearly sab-
baths, ete., all of which ceased when the antitype, Christ,
appeared on earth, 7

f“The ceremonial law was given to Moses, and by him
written in a book. Bui the law of ten commandments
spoken from Sinai had been written by God himself on the
tables of stone, and was sacredly preserved in the ark.
There are many who try to blend these two systems, using
the texts that speak of the ceremonial law to prove that the
motal law has heen abolished; but this is a perversion of the
Seriptures. The distinetion between the two systems is
broad and elear. The ceremonial system was made up of
?’r‘nbols pointing to Chrigt, to his sacrifiee and his priesthood.
his ritual law, with its saerifices and ordinances, was to be
gerformed by the Hebrews until type met antitype in the
eath of Christ, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin
of the 'world Then all the sacrificial offerings were to

cease, * Tt is this law that Christ took ‘out of the way, nail- |

ing it to his eross,’ But. .. while the Saviour’s death
brought to an end the law of types and shadows, it did not
in the least detract from the obligatioti of the moral law.
On the contrary, the very fact that it was necessary for
Christ to die in order to atone for the transgression of that
law, proves it to e immutable, ' —*¢ Patriarchs aud Proph-
"ets, '’ page 365,

\
| For the Jumiors
The Little Lad Who Gave

TEE rich young ruler who came to Jesus failed to stand
the test of love, and he went away very sorvowful (See
“The Young Man Who Kept, *’ in last week’s Bible study.)
He bad decided to keep hig money and his houses and his
lands; he felt it was too much that he should sell them, and
give the money to the poor, in spite of the promise, ‘“Thou
shalt have treasure in heaven.’”” He was a poor rich man,
and a sad rich man; for all his great possessions could not
make him happy. Jesus, who loved him, was sad see
him go, and to know ihat he might never come again,

Up in ithe Galilee country lived a litile lad who was poor.
Day after day he saw the pegple leave their homes in the
village where he lived, and go out te hear the words of a
new Teacher. Omne day he went too, and his mother, know-
ing the needs of little boys who run barefoot all day through
the fields and by the seashore, wrapped up a lunch of five
flat barley cakes and two small fishes for her son, that he
might eat when he was hungry. -

That was a wonderful day. The people, and the little boy
with the rest, were so interested in listening to the words of
Jesug, and seeing the pictures he brought to their minds,
that they forgot to eat. They were not bungry. And pres-
ently it was late, and time for them to go away, and they
had no bread. 'The child heard them talk about it. Now
that he remembered, he was hungry,-—oh, so hungry! He
could easily have stolen awday, and eaten ‘every crhmb—
there was only enough for one. But—the men with Jesus
were looking at hHig little basket, with its loaves and fishes.
Perhaps the Teacher was hungry! Quickly, without stop-
ping to'think that he had noihing left,” the child gave the
food to-one of the men for the Master. '

The little Galilean 1ad gave all, He forgot himself, and
gave willingly, freely, happily. Jesus blessed that gift, and
increased it, so that the multitude were fed, and the child
had all that he needed to eat. Besides, he had in his heart
a happiness and joy that the young ruler, who kept all, never
knew. A. B. E.

The Law That Was Taken Away

THE law that God gave to Moses, and that was repeated
by Moses to Israel, and afterwards written by him in a
boak, is sametimes called the ceremonial law. This iz be-
cause it dealt with cevemonies. It related to the services
that were carried on day by day in the sanctuary, and was
giveri to point the minds of the people to Jesus. As the
lamb was slain, and its blood shed, so Jesus, the Lamb of
God, would shed his blood, and pay the penalty for God's

broken law, that sin might be forgiven, and every one who
would helieve on him might be saved. The offerings and
the services pointed forward to Christ, reminding the people
that he was coming. But when he came, and lived among
men, and gave up his life on the cross, these offerings and
typieal services were no longer needed. They ceased, and
all the laws that had been made concerning them, ceased
too. They were ‘‘blotted out” by Jesus’ death, “*nailed to
his cross, ’’ **abolished, >’ *‘taken out of the way. '

But the moral law, the law of ten commandments, shines
forth as bright and clear as ever, It is the foundation of
God’s government, and the very fact that Jesus died to pay
its penalty shows that it must endure forever.

An Object Lesson

EnmpHASIZE the character and permanence of God’s great
moral law. Some of the leaders may find it helpful to fol-
low the plan suggested by Amos R. Wells, and given, in
adapted form, below:—

““Write or print in plain letters the ten commandments on
two large sheets of paper, or on two tablets drawn on the
blackboard. Over each commandment place an appropriate
symbol.  For the commandment against covetousness, a
dollar, a purse, or a money bag; adultery, a lily, symboliz-
ing purity; the honoring of parents, a bit of evergreen, typ-
ifying long life; falsehood, a rule, symbolizing exactness;
murder, g golden chain, representing the love that should
hind all hearts together; Sabbath keeping, the picture of an
oak tree, standing for the sirength of body .and soul that
comes as a result of properly observing God’s day of rest;
the second commandment, the word God printed in a cirele
from which radiate rays of light, explainiig to the children
how far short of the reality any image would come; the first
commandment, the picture of a straight road with a golden
sun at the end, and rays shining from i, telling the children
that it represents the straight road that leads to heaven,
and that the only way to reach that happy eountry is to look
to God and the things of heaven alone, rot turning to the
right hand or the left to follow other gods; swearing, the
picture of an ear, with some words about the offense that
swearing is to the ear of God and men alike; stealing, the
picture of steps leading upward, with a few words about the
value of honesty, and how dishonesty leads down to destrue-
tion. A helpful exercise may be condueted by removing or
erasing the written commandments, and then holding up the
symbols, one by one, and having the children tell what com-
mand each represents, and repeat it. *’

Notes on the Mission Studies
Camp Meeting in Korea

It may seem strange to some to hear of a Seventh-day
Adventizt camp meeting in Korea; but such took place June
20-30 of this year. The meeting was held at a railway sta-
tion about twenty miles from Chinnampo, that being a cen-
iral location for our churches in northern Koren.

Previous arrangements had been made tohold the meeting
on a grassy elevation overlooking a large valley filled with
rice fields; but when we came with the tents, the owner had
decided that 'we could not use the land. He said there was a
grave on one side of the place, and the spirit of the dead per-
gon permeated the whole plot, and he' could not think of al-
lowing us to camp there on the spirit of his ancestor.

There was no other location io be had, as grassy plots are
very scarce in Korea; so after much talking and working
through a middleman, we at last succeeded in getting him
reconeiled to our using the land, but we had to give him an-
other five yen ($2.50).

Although it was u very busy time of the year, our meet-
ings were well attended by our own people. It being a coun-
try place, the ouiside attendance was small. It was pleas-
ing to see so many young people at this meeting, ahout all
the students from our school being present. Itis difficult for
young people in the United States to appreciate-what Chris-
tianity really means to the young people of heathen coun-
tries. Girls are usually married between the ages of twelve
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and fifteen, and that without their consent or ever having
seen their future husbands. After marriage they become
the property of their husbands’ parents, and the next few
years are spent either in the kitchen or in the fields. Their
lot is anything but pleasant. But at this meeting there were
young girls from fifteen to twenty years of age who are not
married, and who are preparing to enter some branch of the
Lord's work. |

These young people love the truth, It is everything to
them. It makes of them a separate people, for they must
lay off many of the customs and traditions of their race, and
walk in the light shining from the Word of Ged. Many times
in the prayer and social meeting, which is well attended by the
young, I have heard girls and boys, with broken voices and
with tears flowing down their cheeks, pleading with God for
the salvation of their unconverted loved omes.

At this time when Satan is doing all in his power to en-
gross the minds of the young in the pleagures of the world
and so cause them to be earried away, it is refreshing to
meet with those who, though young in years, show by the
daily life that they, like Abraham of old, look *‘for a city
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.’’

Pray for the young people of Korea. Upon them God has
laid the great work of giving the message of the soon-com-
ing Saviour to their own people. They have temptations and
trials, Many of them have not been brought up in Christian
homes; they have not lived in a Christian community, but are
living where devil worship has held full sway for thousands
of years; therefore they have much to learn, and need much
of the Spirit of God.

During the past two years more than two hundred and
fifty have been baptized in Korea, and many of these have
been from among the young. Glovious the day when the
faithful of all lands shall meet, and together sing the song
of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,
saying, ‘‘Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Al-
mighty; just and true are thy ways, thov King of saints.”’
—C. L. Butterfield, in Youth's nstruetor of Dec. 3, 1912

——— e —— e —

Missionary Volunteer Society Programs for
Week Ending January 22

1. REVIEW the Morning Wateh texts.

2. Reports of working bands.

3. Bible Study: “A New Commandment.”’ Readings:
‘‘Greater Love Hath No Man Than This,”’ and “* He Did the
One Thing He Could, ”?

4. Standard of Attainment Quiz: John 13:84; 1 John 8:18;
Eph. 2:4; Gal. 5:18,

5. Continue the study of Kores. Read **With Korea’s
Women and Children,”’ in the Festructor of J anuary 11 ; also
““A Korean’s Experience’’ and “‘His Greatest Desire.’’

6. Juniors: Ten eommandment drill. Quiz: How we may
keep the new commandment. Reading: “Loving Our
Neighbor.”” Mission talks: Eneourage several of the chil-
dren to give short talks or repeat incidents found in the
articles cited for this week's study of Korea.

A New Commandment
I. Whom Shall We Love?

Love one another. John 13:84,

Love the brethren. 1 Peter 2:17; Eph. 1:15.
Love our neighbors. Matt, 22:39,

Love our enemies, Matt, 5:44,

Love all'men, 1 Thess. 3:12,

2. How Shall We Love?
In Christ Jesus, 1 Cor. 16:24.
In deed and in truth. 1 John 3:18,
From the heart, fervently, 1 Peter 1:22, R. V.
As Christ lovedus. Eph. 2:4; Gal. 2:20,

3. Love Will Be Manifested—
By being kind, Eph. 4:382,
By deing good. Gal, 6:10,
By serving others, Gal, 5:18,
By bearing others’ burdens and infirmities. Gal
6:2; Rom. 15:1-3.

Whom Shali We Love?

““One may deal with things withont love; one may cut
down trees, make bricks, hammer iron, without love; but
one cannot deal with men without love.’’—T%lstod.
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. _‘“He who has not the love of God and man filling his heart
is like an empty wagon coming violently downhill; it makes
a great noise, becaunsze there ig nothing in it.”” .

Love one another! ‘‘This was a lesson that God would
not trust to any other teacher than himself, and so he came
into the world, and lived and died for us, to make sure that
we should learn it.”’

‘‘ Learn the new commandment of the Son of God. Not
to love merely, but to love as ke loved. Go forth in this
spirit to your life-duties; go forth, children of the cross, to
carry everything before you, and win victories for God by
the conquering power of a love like his.”’— ¥, W. Robertson.

“The word neighbor means ‘nigh-dweller.” The only
neighbors of people who are not Christians are the near-
dwellers; their thoughts do not go out in sympathy to the
far dwellers. To the Romans a stranger was an enemy;
they used the same word for both. It was Christ who
taught the world what a neighbor is, and how one proves
himself a neighbor to another.”’ — Tarbell.

““Tt is hard for us not to meet hate with hate and scorn
with scorn. It is hard for us to keep the narrow line that
separates legitimate pain and sorrow at an enemy’s enmity,
from nonlegitimate enmity and wrath, But Jesus Christ
has bidden us—and there is no wriggling out of the duty,
hard as it may be—io meet enmity with love, and wrong
with patient endurance.’’ —Alexander Maclaren,

How Shall We Love

“From friend to friend the choicest gift

That ever love can give

Is that which eomes the heart to lift,
Or help the soul to live,

Of all fair bounties ever sought,
Of gems or jewels rare,

What treasure like a lovely thought
Or love’s far-reaching prayer 1”’ :

. ~—Mary Mapes Dodge.

““Do I expect others to ‘take the will for the deed,’ to
understand that I care for them without my telling them
so? There may come a time when it will be too late to fell
them all that is in my heart. Today is the only time of which
I maw be reasonably sure. Today comes filled with oppor-
tunities for giving expression to my love., T will not keep
from others my words of appreciation till it is too late to
voice them,”’

“Kindness is eontagious. The spirit of harmony trickles
down by a thousand secret channels into the inmost recesses
of the household life, One truly affectionate soul in =
family will exert a sweetening and harmonizing influence
upon all its members. Itis hard to be angry in the presence
of imperturbable good nature. It iz well-nigh impossible to
be morose in the face of a cheerful and generous helpful-
ness.' —Henry Van Dyke.

Grester Love Hath No Man Than This

Dr. Sven Hedin, the great explorer of Central Asia, had
a most difficult time crossing the desert. His Oriental
guides had assured him that they knew the way perfectly,
#nd the journey would take but four days. But after ten
days the supplies were exhausted, and the guides admitted
that they were lost. The doctor told every man to save
himself as best he could, and he went on with two of his
gervants. Their strength scon became exhausted, and they
could advance only by crawling. At last they saw on the
horizon a dark spot whieh meant a grove of trees and
water. But the sun had risen, and they could not travel
till night because of the intense heat. One of his servants
died, and the other went mad from thirst. Dr. Hedin
crawled to that dark spot on the horizon and looked upon the
river bottom. It was dry! But he managed to got across
and find a pool of water. He drank, and his life was saved.
After resting only an hour or two, he took off his shoes and
filled them with water and turned hack into the desert
again. Miles back into the desert he went to find that serv-
ant who was crazed by thirst. He succeeded in reaching
him and in leading him hack to civilization,

Sven Hedin loved his neighbor as did the missionary to
China to whom the people gave the beautiful name of “the
Always-Ministering One.” The ship, in which he was
traveling third class se as to talk with the men in the steer:
age, struck upon 2 rock in a midnight fog. The officers and
crew and all the foreign passengers were saved in the life-
hoats. The missionary begged the captain to help save the
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steerage passengers, but the captain said he could not stop
for ‘‘Chinese cattle.” The missionary would not leave
them, He found a coil of small rope and tied it to a hawser,
Then he plunged overboard, and after dlong, hard pull sue-
ceeded in swimming with it to the shore, There he fastened
the rope securely, and then, exhausted as he was, swam
back to the ship, for he knew how timid and helpless the
frightened Chinese were. One by one he showed them how
to use the hawser, encouraged them to start, and showed
the way. Not one could swim, but with his help every one
came safe to land. — Tarbell.

Love’s Manifestations

A Chinese once sald that he was learning the command-
ments, and ‘‘hehaving them.”” When every one learns
the new commandment, and is ‘‘behaving it,”’ this world
will be a happy place. )

““One day when the horse of a2 good man in Massachu-
setts happened to stray into the road, achurlish neighbor put
the animal into the public pound. Meeting the owner soon
afier, he told him what he had done, and added, ‘If I catch
him in the road after this, I’ll do just so again.’ * Neighbor,’
replied the other, ‘s night or two ago I looked out of my
window, and saw your cattle in my meadow, and I drove
them out and shut them in your yard; and if ever I catch
them there at any other time, I'll do it again.” The man
was so struck with the reply that he at once took the horse
out of the poynd, and paid the charges himself.”’

“VYery familiar is the story told by Turgenieff, in one of
his parables, of his gift to a beggar, who heid out hig hands
for alms. Turgenieff searched his pockets and then said fo
the man, ‘I am sorry, brother, I have nothing for thee.’
But joy came into the beggar’s face. ‘That is enough,’ he
said, ‘you have given me more than money, for you have
called me brother.” The gifts whose value cannot be esti-
mated in dollars and cents are the ones which the world
could not get along without—gifts of smiles and of sympathy,
of encouragementandofiove, ‘ One must be poor to know the
luxury of giving,’ says one who knows; certain it is that the
gifts more valuahle than money every one can give, whether
rich or poor in siiver and goid.”’

A Seametrass for Jesuns

There was a woman living down by the east coast of the
Mediterranean Sea a good while ago.
touched by God, and ever after beat warm for others. But
what could she do? She couldn’t make speeches, nor write
papers Tor the missionary society, nor preside over its meet-
ings. She seemed to have one special gift. She counld sew,
She could do plain sewing and overcast, eross-stitch and hem-
stiteh, And so she just busied herself finding out poor folks
who needed clothing, some women too hard-worked to care
for their children’s clothing. And she sewed for them. She
was a seamstress for Jesus® sake to all the needy folks she
could find. 1 suspect she stuck pretiy closely to the plain
stitehing, though likely as not she would put in some of the
faney, too, to please the people she was winning to her Mas-
ter. And she sewed the story of Jesus, and the heart of Je-
sus, into coats and skirts and such. All through Joppa her
message went into homes not otherwise open perhaps. And
the women read the story of her heart in the stitehes, and
they found Jesus through her needle. She used what she
had. — S8 D, Gordosn.

He Did the One Thing He Could

‘When the terrible aecident was over, and they unecovered
his mangled body, so little of life was left in it that they
thought him dead, And when the surgeons had finished their
work, there remained but the physical wreck of a man.

Both legs were gone; the teft arm was missing, and had
taken with it the greater partofa collar bone. Of the right
hand only a finger and the thumb remained. There was only
enough left of the man that had been, to suffer and remem-
ber,

But he still possessed a brilliant mind, stored with the

rich fruitage of a college training, and enriched by travel in
every part of the world. And it was all wasted, wasted!

i

Her heart had been .

A sudden thought camé to him. To receive letlers would
ke little comfort to him, but why should he not write them ?
But to whom? Could there be any persons so shutin as he
who could be cheered by his letters? Possibiy the men in
prison werg a little more tobe pitied; yet even they had hope
of release, and he bad none. But it was worth trying.

S0 he wrote to the secretary of the organization for the
names of some prisoners. He was informed that his letters
could not be answered; the rules of the prison would not per-
mit. But he undertook the one-sided correspondence.

Twice a week he wrote, and the letiers taxed his strength
to its limit. But into those letters he put his whole soul, all
his experience, all his faith, all his bright wit, all his Chris-
tian optimism.

1t is hard to continue writing when writing costs labor
and pain, and especially hard when there is no reply. There
were {imes when he grew discouraged, and was tempted to
give it up. But it was his one remaining talent, and he re-
solved to use it as long as it lasted.

At length he got a letter, Tt was very short, and written
on the stationery of the prison by the officer whose duty it
was to read the letters of the convicts. Al it said was this:
** Please write on as good paper as you ean afford, for your
letters are passed from eell to eell tifl they literally drop to
pieces.”’ —Youth's Companion,

For the Juniors

“SomMEBODY did a golden deed;
Somebody proved a friend in need;
Somebody sang a beautiful song;
Somebody smiled the whole day iong,m
Was that somebody you?’*

1 wiss Jesus Christ lived on earth now,”’ said a iittle lad.

““Why do you wish that? "’ his mother asked.

““Beecause T should like to do something for him. "’

*“What could a little boy like you do?

*“I could run errands for him,”’

““So you could; and you can do them for him now. Take
this cup of jelly over to the little sick girl opposite, and you
will be doing it for Christ.’'—Selected,

Loving Onr Neighbor

Poryy and Frnest had been learning the fext, ‘‘Theu
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”’

““Hol!”’ said Ernest, **that’s easy to do., We haven’t a
single neighbor we don't love. There are Max and Ruby and
Grace and Philip and the rest on this street, and we love them
all. That's easy—that text!"’

* Perhaps you don’t understand just what the word neigh-
bor means,’” suggested Ernest’s mother.

“‘Neighbor means somebody who lives next door to you
or very near you—on the same street, doesn’t it?"’ asked
Polly. She and Ernest were starting off to school together
as usual, and were stopping just long enough to learn their
text for the wegk. When Polly and Ernest reached school,
they found two new pupils there, two little French children
who had just come across the ocean to live in America. They
wetre dear little folks, but they looked strange to the Amer-
ican boys and girls. They could not speak English, and their
words to each other seemed strange, top, Strange as it may
seem, the word neighbor was in the spelling lesson that day.
Polly and Ernest were sure they knew what it meant, and
said so,

““There is a Bible text that says—can any one repeat it? ”’
asked the teacher, and together Polly and Ernest said, *‘ Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,””

“*T hope,’’ said the teacher, ‘“that some of you will think
of another meaning for that word neighbor before long,’’
and then she smiled over at the little French children as they
smiled back although they did not know what she said. Then
Ernest and Polly knew that neighbor meant any one who
needed their kindness. The teacher explained the word neigh-
bor in French, also, and then Jacques and Lili nodded to Polly
and Ernest as much as to say, ‘‘We are all going to be neigh-
bors, aren’t we?’’— Picture Story Paper.

1
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Notes on the Mission Siadies

A Korean’s Experienece

I THOUGHT that heaven, earth, rivers, and mountains came
forth of themselves, and that there was no lord over them,
For twenty years in my mountain village I lived and be-
lieved that the frees and stones were the only gods. My
only degire was to have plenty to eat. While searching into
the world’s knowledge, 1 did not find a line telling about
eternal Yife. Like a sheep without a shepherd I was when
the year 1909 came. Having got some pages of the Gospel
of the Kingdom [the Bible], 1 read them many times, since
therein it tells of eternal life, Through sin we shall die ; but
“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Bon, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasiing life.’’ ‘‘Rejoice and be glad!” yea, re-
joice! Through this Word we now have the hope of the
kingdom of heaven. The times of our ignorance God
winked at; ‘‘but now commandeth all men everywhere to
repent,”’

I went to a place some twenty U [seven miles] from my
home. During the meeting which we held, twenty persons
—parents, sons, and daughters— repenting of sin rejected
the shadowy things of thizs world, and will seek to become
mehn and women of God. All hope to receive the blessings of
eternity. — Tong Dong Pil.

What One Korean Traet Did

TrE place where I live hag from the beginning been a
villa%e which hasnot known the true God and has been given to
sinful, unprofitable ways, While I was in this condition, some

four or five years ago, a woiman passing by this village
droPIped a small tract. This was found by a crippled man,
Whi

¢ reading it many times, he learned the first Erinciples
of life, He decided to worship the true God, and believe in
Jesus Christ. He bought a songhook, and from the first to
the -last song memorized it. Then a Bible was purchased
As he studied it day and night, he clearly understood that
these are the last days of earth’s history. With zeal he
greached o all his neighbors and friends, and a company of
elievers was formed. Ten and more were the result of thig
eripple’s teaching what he had learned from that tract. —
Hong Shin Hoo.

Wiring For Papers

OLD, glow-moving Korea, as well as her subjects, is feel-
ing a touch of Western civilization, which is evidenced by
the way colporteurs make uvse of the telegraphic facilities
and the “C. 0. D.”’ system in their work. In a letter
received from the native supervising colporteur of the east-
ern division, he explained that after ordering 300 copies of
our paper by letter, he decided that they would run short,
go wired for 600 more. He reported two men in four days
selling 153 papers. After getting four men started, he
writes, **There iz no happier work.” The increase of
Bibles, books, and papers put out during the past year indi-
f'é:%tes that'a rich harvest is about to be gathered in.— . 4.

erg.

His Greatest Desire

ONE of the students in the school at Soonan, Korea, was
out canvassing during the winter vacation and eame back to
the school with typhoid fever. Brother Lee cleared one
room in the already overcrowded building, and we kepf some
one with the boy constantly, but to no avail

Ag he was dying, one of his schoolmates asked, ‘‘Dear
brother, what is yotr greatest wish?”’

Then bending low, he caught this answer, *To have part
in the first regurrection.”” .

““But, should you live, what is your greatest desire?

“To see with my eyes the coming of Christ,”” was the
reply. .
pHis father, a splendid man, who accepted the truth two or
three years ago, told me that he could find no place in his
heart for sorrow becanse of his son’s death. .

I had been feeling burdened for days, but when I came in
contact with these two men whose faith was so strong, [ was
greatly cheered, and it filled us all with courage. .

God is raising standard bearers in the Orient who will
earry the trath fo victory. —Riley Russell, M. D,

Missionary Volunteer Society Programs for
Week Ending January 29

IN accordance with our usual custom this, the fifth Sab-
bath program, is left to be arranged by the local leaders for
both Seniors and Juniors. It i3 recommended that a study
on current missions, gathered from late issues of the
Rewview and other papers, be given,

Missionary Volunieer Programs For
Advanced Schools

For Week Ending Jaruary 1

Subject: This One Thing I Do,

“T presa on toward the goal.”” Phil, 3:18, 14, A BR. V.
The week of prayer, with its consecrations and ifs blessings,
lies just behind, Make this first service of the new year a
Resolution service, with Paul’s ringing words as 1ts motto,

1. Review the Morning Watch texts for two weeks.

2. Local society work (plans and reports).

For Week Ending January 8

Subject: The Advent Message to All the World.

1. Scripture Reading: Isa. 52:7-12

2. “The Latin Union Confere{;ce,” A tenl minute talk,
with map, noting the counfries, languages, religions, popu-
lations, territory, ete., included in t!h%su field.

3. ““ Beginnings in Switzerland and France.”’

4. ““A Glimpse at Belgium.” i

b. ‘A Start in Portugal.”” (For helps on topies 2 to 5 see
“An Outline of Mission Fields,’’ pages 42-52; the GAZETTE
for April, 1915; and matter sent to-leaders.)

6. Loeal soeiety work (plans and reports).

For Week Ending January 15

This week’s program is left open for each society to pre-
pare. The Morning Watch texts for two weeks should he
reviewed, and the local society plans and reports of work

given.
For Week Ending January 22

Subject: Temperance,
1. Responsive Seripture Reading:

Leader Congregetion
Prov. 20:1 Prov. 23:20, 21
Prov. 23:29 Verse 30
Prov, 23:31 Verse 32
Gal. 5:22, 28 2 Peter 1:5-7
1 Cor. 9:25 Verse 27
Prov. 81:4, 5 Lev, 10:8-10
Hab. 2:16 1 Cor. 5:11
1 Cor. 6:9, 10 1 Thess, 5:28

2. ““ Growth of the Temperance Movement.*’

3. “ First Cause of National Decay.”’

4. ““The Overshadowing Curse.” (Material for these
and other topics will be found in the new Tempearance
Instructor, copies of which will be mailed to the leaders in
seagon for the preparation of this program.)

5. Loeal soclety work (plang and reports).

For Week Ending January 29

Subject: The ddvent Message to All the World,

Scriﬁture Reading: Selections from Acts 27 and 28:11-31.

1. Review the.Mornin% Watch texts for two weeks.

2. ““How Our Work Started in Spain.”’

3. ‘““The Third Angel’s Message in Italy.”” {For helps
on topies 2 and 8 see ‘“An Outline of Mission Fields,’” pages
42-5)2; the GazeTTE for April, 1915; and matter sent to lead-
ers.

4. Current missions. (Get material from the Januvary
issues of the Review, Signs, ete.)

5. Local society work {plans and reports).
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