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Calendar
. January

6. LessoN 88,

138. Foreign Mission Service.
20. Lesson 84.

27. HHome Mission Service.

February

8. Lesson 35,
10. Foreign Mission Service.
17. Lesson 36.
24. Home Mission Service. Religious Liberty Day. Spe-
cial Offering. .

[ .

Lessons to be Used by Church Elders

Lesson 33
ANNOUNCEMENTS.
Hymn.
Responsive Reading: Ps. 87:1-30.
Prayer.
Hymn.

Lesson: Meekness.
Noti, —Follow this study with a prayer and social meeting.

Meckness
To seek meekness. Zeph. 2:1-8,
Put on meekness. Col, 3:12,
. Follow after meekness, 1 Tim. 6:11.
Fo show meekness., Titus 3:2,
Walk in meekness. Fph. 4:2. :
To receive the word with meekness. James 1:21.
To be adorned with meekness. 1 Peter 8:4,
. Restore others in meekness., Gal. 6: 1.
. Jesus is meek. Matt, 11:29.
10, Meekness brings joy. Isa. 29:19.
11. Will inherit the earth. Ps, 37:11.
12, The meek shall be taught the way of the Lord. Ps,
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'18. The meek will be guided in judgment. Ps, 25:9.

Lesson 34
ANNQUNCEMENTS,
Hymn. . '
Responsive Reading: James 1. \
Prayerx, ]
Hymn. g

Lesson: Some of the Consequences of Sin,
= NOTE.—Emphasize the terribleness of sin, and the inesti-
mable gift of God in giving to man eternal life, and the need
of all laying hold upon it by faith. Close with a season of
earnest prayer.

Some of the Consequences of Sin

1. In the physical life:— ~

a. Labor. Gen. 3:17-19.

b. Trouble. Isa. 57:20.

e, Sorrow. Ps. 82:10.

d. Death. James 1:15.
2. In the mental life:—

a. Ignorance. Eph. 4:18.
3. In the social life:—

¢. Impurity. Rom. 1:29-32.
4. In the moral life:— '

a. Corrupthess. 2 Tim. 3:2,
5. In the spirvitual life:—

«. Bondage. 2 Peter 2:19.
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Eph. 2:12.
Acts 28:27.

b. Hopelessness.

e. Blindness and deafness.

d. Deadness. , Eph. 2:1.
6. In the life to come:—

a. Must appear before God. 2 Cor, 5:10.

b. If without Christ, separation from God., Matt.

25: 41, ‘

e. Eternal degth, Rom. 6:28. |

G. B. THOMPSON.

e
Communion Service—No. 1

I aM reguested to make reply to the following letter, from
one who seems to be an earnest seeker for light. He says:—

“I begin to think how wise and pleasing to the Lord it
would be if all Seventh-day Adventists in all the world would
remember the solemn feasts of the Lord. I wonder to how
many. of them the Lord could have said this year, on the
thirteenth day of April, what he did say to his disciples in
Matt, 26:2, first clause. And I wonder, also, how many of
our churches remembered the feast which brought the faith-
ful together at Jerusalem from all nations under heaven, It
seems to me if our people would only heed Deut. 16:1, 5-6,
7, 9; Ex, 12:2; 18: 4, 10; 1 Cor. 5:7, 8; Acts 20: 6, they would’
have no . difficulty to know when the solemn feasts of the
Lord would be ‘at hand.” Are we not very inconsistent to
keep the ordinance of the Lord’s house four times a year,
and at the same time reprove the world for their sin of keep-
ing a false sabbath? )

““There is no ‘Thus saith the Lord’ for keeping the ordi-
nance four times a year, any more than there is for Sunday
keeping, to my knowledge. If there is, will you please let
me know, and oblige a secker after light?”’

‘The subject embraced in these candid questions requires a
carefu] consideration. This, by-the help of the Holy Spirit,
we will try to give. The Old Testament texts to which our
brother refers, all relate to the Passover of the past dispen-
sation. They point out not only the time of the feast, but
the place where it was to be celebrated—Jerusalem—and the
manner of observing the feast. To do what these texts say,
would we not all have to go to Jerusalem to keep the Pass-
over? and would we not be required to kill, roast, and eat the
lamb? Surely no one would claim that we must now do all
that is mentioned in the texts to which the brother has re-
ferred.

But Paul (1 Cor. 6%7) says, ‘‘ Christ our passover is sacri-
ficed for us.” 8o instead of our meeting to eat a roasted
lamb, we are to feast upon Christ, calling to mind that he
was sacrificed for us, and that by partaking of his feast, we
are to show the Lord’s death till he comes. 1 Cor. 11:26.
As the material used in the Lord’s Supper was different from
that in the ancient Passover, so it might be that the Lord’s
feast is not to be confined to any one day in the year. :

As to making the Lord’s Supper an oceasion of partaking
of a meal like the Passover, the apostle Paul said to some
having that idea: ‘““When ye come together therefore into
one place, this is not to eat the Lord’s Supper. For in eat-
ing every ome taketh before other his own supper: and one is
hungry, and another is drunken. What? have ye not hotises
to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and

.shame them that have not?” 1 Cor. 11:20-22. We may

gsafely eonclude that in attending the Lord’s Supper we-are
not to do everything that was commanded in the typical
Passover.

Of the ancient types of Christ and our relation to them
the apostle said: **Let no man therefore judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in Tespect of a holy day [we are told by those
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conversant with the Greek language that the word trans-
lated “‘holy day’’ is keorte, and is the name of the Passover
day], or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: which are
a shadow of things to'come; but the body is of Christ.”” Col.
2:16, 17. To another class who had been converted from
heathenism, with its vites and ceremonies, and were now in
danger of drifting into the Jewish schism of cireumeision,
and cevemonial observances, Paul said: “‘Ye observe days,
and months, and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest
T have bestowed upon you labor in vain.”” Gal. 4:16, 11

As to the brother’s reference to Sabbath and Sunday, the
Lord has told us definitely in his Word what day we should
keep. Has he in the New Testament pointed out the very
day on which we should celebrate the sufferings and death of
Chrigt? Surely it is not the Old Testament ordinance days
that the apostle commanded to be observed.

Then again, if the Lord’s Supper is to be observed at the
exact date of the Jewish Passover, Paul himgelf was a {rans-
gressor when he attended the ordinance at Troas. Of the
time when he administered the breaking of bread we read,
““We sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened
bread [what! after the days of the feast of unleavened bread,
connected with the Jewish Passover? See Ex. 23:15], and
came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven
deys. And upon the first day of the week, when the disci-
ples came together to break bread, Paul preached untothem, ™’
Acts 20:6, 7. Here we have Pau] in a communion service at
Troas at least eighteen days after the time of the ohservance
of the Passover., We certainly should conclude from this
that he did not regard a definite day of the year as the only
time he should eelebrate the Communion gervice.

. Then again, in the acecount of what followed the day of
Pentecost we read: ‘*They, continuing daily with one accord
i the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did
eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, prais-
jng God, and having favor wlth all the people. And the
Tord added to the chureh daily such as should be saved.”’
Acts 2:46, 47. Those daily accepting the truth would of
course desire to partake of the elements representing their
acceptance of the body and blood of Christ ag their Passover.
Bo they were waited upon daily in their own homes, They
were not told that they must wait about fen monthg till the
time of the Jewish Pasgover, .
¢ Still more forcible are the words of our Saviour in insti-
tuting the ordinance. On the night of hiz betrayal he said
of this ‘service: ‘‘This is my body, which is broken for you:
this do' in remembrance of me. After the same manner also
he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the
new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oftasyedrink it, in
rémembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he come,”’
1 Cor, 11:24, 25, He did not seem to confine the ordinance
o one particulay date, the words “‘as offen ’’ intimating that
it would frequently be celebrated, 8o we see no definite date
appointed by the Savionr or the apostles for the celebration
of the ordinance.

The month in which the Passover was observed is called
_Abib in the Scriptures. In modern Jewish writings it is also

called Nigan, As the Jews still retain the name Nisan, it
mjght appear at fivst sight unnecessary to do more than to
refer the reader to a modern almanac, in order to find the
corresponding date; and this would be the case if it were not
dvident that the modern Nisan does not correspond with the
ancient one, .

From **Robinson’s Researches’’ we read, as quoted in Me-
Clintock and Strong’s Encyclopedia, Vol. VI: “‘If the year
began with the first new moon in March, as was commonly
aserted (thatis, in the present Jewish calendar), the climate
of Palestine would not in that month permit the oblation of
the sheaf of barley, which ig ordaired on the second day of
the feast (Lev. 28:10); nor could the harvest be finished be-
fore the feast of weeks, which would then fall in May; nor
could the feast of tabernacles, which was after the gathering
of all the fruits, accord with the month of September.”’

The meaning of Abibis ‘‘the month of the ears of corn;’”
that is, the month in which ears of corn are fully ripe, and
on the sizteenth day of whieh, the second day of the feast of
unleavened bread, ripe ears of corn were to be offered (Lev.
23:10, 11, 14) as ‘‘firat fruits of the harvest”
proximate Chronology of the Passover and the Crucifixion,”
by H. H. Perry, page 21.) This man is an expert in chronol-
ogy and in Jewish calendavs. He iz the author of the Uni-
versal Standard Calendar. He once prepared a calendar of

(See ““Ap-

all the Jewish feasts, harmonizing with the ancient reckon-

ings, but it was nevey printed.

_ Our brother inquirer speaks of the thirteenth of last April
as if that were the anniversary of the Jewish Passover,
According to the present-day reckoning of the orthodox, or
rabbinical, ‘Jews, the Passover day this year was desig-
‘nated as the eighteenth day of April. I do not understand
why the brother should refer to the thirteenth day of April.
Probshly he meant the ecighteenth, for that was.the day
these Jews observed as the anniversary of the Passover.

The calendar of the present-day Jewish veckoning is not
in harmony with that of the Kavaite Jews of the Caucasus,
in southern Russia, who reckon all the feasts in harmony with
the ancient record of Bible times, 1 have a private letter
"which. I vecelved from Mrx. Perry respecting these two cal-
endars, from which I will quote. Of the present-day rabbin-
ical calendar he says:—

*¢This calendar was formulated about A. D. 853 by Rabhbi
Hillel and other learned rabbis that followed the Talmud and
traditional writings of the Jews, and is now used by all the
school. It was several centuries before it came into general
use. It was the cause of great contention for many years,
especially by those who were afterward known as the Karaite.
They rejected the Talmud and traditions, and claimed to
follow the Bible, and that the rabbinieal calendar is a month
earlier as to the seasons of the feasts as compared with our
calendar; that is, a month earlier than the real Bible calendar.
In the New Year's Day and all the feasts and festivals, theirs
(the Karaite’s) was the ancient calendar observed,

“In 1844 the Adventists took the reckoning of the Karaite
for the tenth day of the seventh month, which was the
twenty-second of Qctober; had they taken the present vabbin-
ical calendar, it would have been the twenty-third of Sep-
tember.”” We see that the latter date would have been the
Wrong one, -

Still further My. Perry said in hig letter:—

T once had a complete formula of the feast days accord-
ing to the Karaite reckoning, but I lost a part of it. I am
told that but few of the Karaites remain, They are being
absorbed by the rabbinicals. In 1844 it was possible fov the
Adventists to get their veckonings. They are now probably
nearly extinet.’’ '

If our brother ig confident that we should have the com-
munion service on the anniversary of the ancient Jewish
first month, where shall we go to get the date in our calen-
dar? If it was important that the coramunion should be on
that exact date, we should suppose the Baviour or the apostles
would have given us some clue by which to determine the
date. As to such celebration we seem to be left in about
the same condition as Sunday keepers, when trying to show
that Christ or the apostles changed the Sabbath to the first
day of the week. J. N, LOUGHBOROUGH,

Our Ministers and the Morning Watch

IsaiaH observed the Mornlng Watch, Isa. 50:4. Jesus
used the morning hours for study, meditation, and prayer
(*Ministry of Healing,” p. 52.) Elder 1. H. Evans says:
“1 believe we ought to utilize the Morning Watch in our en-
tire denominational work., First, I should like to see our
ministry adopt it, and dizeipline ourselves to its regular and
systematic observance as a part of our Christian experience, **
Every minister knows the absolute necessity of the prayer
habit in Christian experience, and also the power of example.
Will not every one form this habit, and also always carry a
few Morning Watch Calendars to supply new converts and
others? For the sake of our young people, we pray that all
our ministers will do this. M. E. KEgN,
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PHome Missionary Department

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath

Home Missionary Service
(To be held January 27)

OPENING SoNg: ‘“Hymms and Tunes,’” No. 1086; ** Christ
in Song,’’ No. 795.
Prayer. .
Song: < Hymns and Tuhes,’” No. 1053; ‘‘Christ in Song,’’
2

. 622,

Bible Study: ‘The Work of the Church.

Reading: Personal Effort an Important Factor in Mis-
sionary Work,

Testimonies and Experiences.

Offering for Literature Fund. .

Closing Song: ‘‘Hymns and Tunes,”” No. 1348; ¢‘Christ
in Sorg,’” No. T91.

Benediction.

NoTE. — We are beginning 2 new year, one year nearer to
our Lord’s return, with inereasing need for earnest, intelli-
gent, and larger work. Effort should be made to have every
member undertake some definite line of work, and to have
each assigned to a band. Tt may be advisable to make
some changes and adjustments in the bands, so that the
newly elected officers may be able to direet the work to the
best advantage.

The Work of the Chureh

1. WHAT was Christ’s object in placing his church in the
world? John 17:18.

2. What was the work of Christ? 2 Cor. 5:19.

8. Then what is the work of the church? 2 Cor. 5:20.

4, How far is this work to extend? Aects 1:8.

5. Are any in the church excluded from work? Mark
13:34.

6.'Are we to expect that every one who hears the gospel
will accept it? Matt, 13:3-8.

Neo

7. Then why must the gospel be preached in all the world? .

Acts 15:14.

8 Have we evidence that there will be representatives
from every nation and kindred and peoyle and tongue in the
kingdom of God? Rev. 7:9.

9. How extensively will the third angel’s message be pro-
claimed? Rev, 14:6.-9.

10. What work must precede the coming of the Lord?
Matt, 24:14.

11. From the signs of the times; how near are we to this
event? Matt. 24:32-34.

12. What should the fact that such a large amount of
work is yet to be accomplished before the coming of the Lord,
lead us to do? Mal. 3:10; Hecl. 9:10.

13. What is the condition of the field? John 4:35.

14. With whom are we laborerg? 1 Cor, 3:9.

15. What is our part of the work? Eecel. 11:6,

16. What is God’s part? 1 Cor. 3:6.

17. With what confidence may we labor? 1 Cor. 15:58.

18. What scenes in nature remind us of the efficacy of the
Word of God? Tsa. 55:16,-11, :

19. In what way may every one bear a part in the Lord’s
work? Matt. 9:37, 38.

20. Quote some promises made to those who regard the -

Lord’s work firat. Isa, 82:20; Ps, 126:5, 6.

Personal Effort an Important( Faector in
Missionary Work

THE importance of persénal effort in all missionary labor
cannot be too strongly emphasized. The Lord hag chosen
human agents as light bearers, and by personal contact
with their fellows he designs the light to be communicated,
He could work as readily alone, by his Holy Spirit, had he
4o purposed; but he saw and recognized the value of the
personal factor as an agency in the work.

This was manifested in the earthly life of the Saviour.
He came close to the people. He visited Zaccheeus in his

own house; he came so near to the le;’oer as to lay upon that
polluted body his own divine hand; he ancinted the eyes of
the blind with clay; he blessed little children, taking them
in his arms. He was with the people, and in a sense he was
one with the people in the synagogues, at the feasts, in the
market places, by the wayside, in the home, and in private
conversation. He stooped to admonish Peter, to instruct
Nicodemus, to comfort Martha and Mary. No person was
too obscure to escape his notice, no act go small but that ke
stooped to perform it with love and interest, In all this
the principle of personal labor is illustrated. .

Among the early disciples the same spirit is manifested.
Jesus talks with Andrew, and Andrew seeks out Peter.
Jesus extends to Philip a personal call to follow him, and
Philip in turm proves the agency by which Nathanael is
brought to Christ. Saul, after his remarkable eonversion
on the way to Damascus, seeks instruction of Ged, ‘and is
sent to Ananiag. Cornelius needs help, and Peter is sent to
his assistance. The eumuch desires enlightenment, and
Philip is sent on a journey of many miles, to instruct him.

In these examples is taught the value of personal work.
God does not use angels as hig laborers, but men with like
passions, with similar experiences and environment, to those
desiring help. The value of personal labor must be recog-
nized if we would accomplish that which in God’s providence
we may. The more strongly this idea of personal effort for
the salvation of souls can take possession of missionary
workers, the more success will attend their efforts. There
is too muech of 2 spirit to do things in a wholesale way.
Too many would rather pay their money, and leave to othera
the responsibility of actual work. Papers are sent out in a
careless and haphazard manner, with too little effort by
correspondence to enlist the attention of the one to whom
they may go. Such metheds are evil in their results, creat-
ing in the one employing them a spirit of slothfuiness and
indifference, and accomplishing but little good.

There should be a revival of the true missionary idea in
4ll our, churches. This cannot be brought about alone by
revival meetings, by missionary talks, or by anything of
that nature. Personal efforts must be put forth, first of all
by our church missionary secretaries and other church offi-
cers, in enlisting the interest of every member of the
church in the missionary work.

No one should be excused. Christian work for others is
Christian life, and the man or weman who neglects such
labor will as surely die spiritually as will one die physically
who neglects to partake of needed food. Our churches
today are languishing, not for lack of light or for a knowl-
edge of the truth, at least in theory; they are dying for a
fack of exercise, through failure to put forth that effort for
others that would fan inte new life the flickering flame of
vitality that is burning low in their own souls.

We hear much missionary talk and agitation; that is ali
good, but we need to do missionnry work.

‘The missionary society is naught but a dead form ynless
such labor is done. Its work, its activity, is its life. KEvery
member in the echurch should engage personally in eirculating
missionary lterature, None should excuse themselves on
the plea that they have but little time to give to that work,
God does not ask of any individual more than he can do, but
he does require of each one of his children work to some de-
gree and of some character., '

Every metnber should follow up by personal correspond-
ence the literature he sends out through the mails. Tt is
easy to urge thatit is hard to write. A thousand and ome
other excuses—such as poor writing, poor spelling, lack of
scholarship—-may be urged; but do any of these excuse the
member from doing all that he can for the salvation of
souls? By coming into personal contact, so to speak, with
the one to whom literature is sent, the life of the reader
may be influenced by the life and experience of the one who
sends the reading matter; and thus God will use the per-
gonal factor that is placed in his work for the salvation of
the soul.
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Every member should do personal missionary work with
his neighbors. Let him not conclude that if he mails a
paper or a tract and follows up the same with correspond-
ence, his work ends there.
influence all with whom he comes in contact, to the extent
of his ability, toward the side of right and truth.

Every member should contribute personally toward the
support of the missionary work. The offering may be
small, but if given in the right spirit, it is counted precious
in God’s sight. The account of the poor widow who gave
byt twao mites, is recaorded as an encouragement to those who
are rich toward God even in their poverty.

But in bringing about this personal labor in our church,
what is the responsibility of the officers of the church?
Certainly it is not small. Ag indicated abave, it is the duty
of the leader and the misgsionary seeretary to interest per-
sonally each member of the church in sueh work; and in
such attempt they have by no means an arduous task on
their hands, because the great majority of our people are
willing and anxious to ehgage in work for the Master.
They hegitate many times through a feeling of incompe-
teney, rather than on aceount of any spirit of indifference
which they possess, It is for the officers to encaurage such
faltering ones, and to divect their efforts,

Too many have the idea that the missionary secretary is
elected to do the missionary work; whereas he is chosen to
set athers to work quite as much as to do the work himself;
and of the two duties, the former is the mere important.
The man who is able to set ten others to work does far
more good than he who does the work of ten others, leaving
them to become cold and ligtless through inactivity,

Let this idea of personal effort be pressed heme upon
our people, and we shall see greater results attending our
missionary work, When such a spirit obtains among the
members of the society, the missionary meeting will cease
to be cold and formal. Every member will have a Hve
experienee to relate of what God has done for him, and for
others through him. God wants ug to raige the standard.
And may he enable us to work so discreetly and wisely that
while our own souls may be vevived and strengthened,
we may see others brought to a saving knowledge 'of his
truth for this time. F. M. WiLCoX,

- -

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
First Week

' Blockheard Motto: «Wa are labarars togetber with Gad."

OPENING EXERCISES: Soné, Minutes; Scripture Exerecige;
13

Seazon of Earnest Prayers; Song.

Legson: Ideas an Impraving Our Work.

Reports of Labor.

Plans for the Week’s Work.

- Closing Song.

Norg. —This is the first missionary meeting of the new
yaar, g0 efforts should be made to get the work well started.
For the Scripture exercise, ask six members to lock up and
mémorize a text each on working for God, to recite at this
meeting. The children might be enlisted in this. The les-
son should be carefully prepared beforehand, It is designed
to set the members to thinking of plans to improve the home
misaionary work of the chureh, and all the members should be
asked to come prepared to give at least one idea in regard
to.better work for the coming year. If well planned this
should be a live meeting, outof which goodplans foraggres-
sive work will grow,

Second Week

Blackboard Motte: «Coasecration te God Means Sarviee to Man.**
PENING EXERCISES: Song; Prayer; Minutes; Song.
‘Reports of Labor.

Lesson: The Supremacy of Convictian,

‘Plans for the Week’s Work. /

Closing Song.

NoTe.—In order to help the members to retain these
}:rinciples of soul-winning work, it would be well for the
eader to ask a few review questions on the previous lessons
of 'this series. If a thorough study has been made of them,
the members will be better prepared to approach people in a
way that will win them. They should be encouraged to put
into practice, the things they have learned and to tell in their
reports of labor what success they have had and the difficul-
ties they have met. In this way they will learn much from
one another's experiences.

Giod holds him responsible to

Third Week

Blackboard Motto: “Every true follower of Chrlst has o wark to de.”

OPENING EXERCiSES: Song; Minutes; Season of Short
Prayers; Song,

Lesson: Qualifications for Missionary Labor.

Reports of Labor.

Closing Songl. '

NoTE.—The lesson brings out very clearly what will be
the result of a real convergion. The last three questions
are left for the congregation to answer, and the leader
should draw the replies from them. The members should
take part in all Bible studies by reading the texts and answer-
ing additional questions asked to emphasize the moat impor-
tant thoughts,” The leaders should not be satisfied until
every member is an active worker far the Lord. ]‘

Fourth Week

Blaekbaard Motta: “Whom sball I send and whe will ga for ua?”

S OpENING EXERCISES: Song; Season of Prayer; Minutes;
ong. :

Lesson: Tract Study.

Reports of Labhor,

Plans for Wark.

Closing Song. |

NoTk, —Qur peaple need to be more familiar with our
tracts, that they may know which are the most suitable to
use in their wark far souls. For this lesson, copies of the
tract to be studied should be given to the members the week
befare the meeting, with a request that they read the tract
carefully and bring it with them the next week. Ag the
questions bring eut the different goints, the diagram should
be built upon the blackboard. tract studied in this way
will be long remembered.

N

.
N

Principles in Soul-Winning—No, 6

The Supremacy of Conviction

T WE must learn that conviction is better than discussion
or argument,

The Lord has pramised to divect and guide individuals.
Ps. 82:8. . .

¢ There is only One in the universe who can safely tell
a man his duty as to the details of everyday life and
practice. Therefore it is our chief duty te lead cur fellows
to that One, and 10 seek to win them to a loyal aceeptance
of him ag their Head and Guide and Saviour, so that he may
settle their questions of duty for them. It is never our duty
to attempt to settle for cur fellows such questions as
God intends they shall refer to him, About the only duty
that one man can gafely.and unconditionally prescribe for
another man iz the supreme duty of surrender to God’s will.

“{Inwillingness or failure to recognize this simple truth
has caused many an earnest worker to become a stumbling-
block rather than z guidepost to those whom he honestly
longs to help. Many a promising spiritual conversation hag
gone to picees on the rock of discussion of details of per-
sonal duty. Let us avoid this error as a snare and a pitfall,
The devil will have little to fear from our efforts at individ-
ual work if we let them become debates over borderdline
problems in everyday life.

““An azctual incident will make the practical application
of this truth plainer. A man of the world whom Dy, Trum-
bull hady after careful study, brought to the point of hearty
interest in the claims of Christ, had asked for help in
aseertaining the way of salvation.

¢ ‘My campanion was diffevent from any one with whom
I had ever conversed personally on the theme of themes,
He had not been, while a child, under the religious training
and influences with which I was most familiar. Hence there
seemed to be no such common basis for a preliminary under-
standing as T had been accustomed to find.  Yet this neces-
sitated a coming down to firet principles, which, after all,
had its decided advantages in such a conference as this.

¢ My friend, would you like to be saved?’” Iaskedat
the gtart.

“¢ “Indeed, I would,’” he replied.

‘¢4 Dg you think that you can save yourself?”’

#4447 partainly do not,"’ was hig responge.

‘Do you know of any Saviour to be trusted except
one?”’



¢ ¢¢] do not,”” he said heartily,

¢4 Well, now,”” I said, ‘‘ there {s no necessity of your
reading any books on the subjeet, to learn the way of sal-
vation. [He had asked what books he might read in order
tolearn more of thesubject.] Let me see, hereandnow, if you
are willing to be saved by the one Saviour in his own way.
Understand that I do not make any conditions or require-
ments of conduct or praectice, in order for you to be saved;
but I will ask you this question, in order to ascertain your
attitude toward the whole subject: Suppose that you were to
find that Jesus Christ wanted you to refrain from drinking,
from smoking, from eard playing, from theatergoing, and
from much that aceompanies these things, would you give
them all up, or would you feel that there were gome of
these things that you could not refrain from?”’

““My friend thought the matter over with evident
seriousness, and then he gave this intelligent answer:—

O Well, Mr, Trumbull, there are some of those things
that I might have different views from yourself about; but
if 1 were convinced that Jesus Christ wanted me to refrain
from any one of those things, or from them all, I should be
wiIling to eonform my conduct to his wish.”’

“¢That’s all I want to know,’’ Isaid. ““Ilay down no
requirements. I want him who is to be your Saviour to be
your guide. Now just go to your room and kneel down
before the Lord, and tell him how it is. Tell him that you
need a Saviour, that you do not know any Saviour other
than himself, and that you want him to save you. Tell him
that you are willing to put yourself jnto his hands, that you
will conform your conduct and course to his wishes, and that
you want to trust him.”’

“¢To agk a man to let Christ settle his problems of duty
for him is better than to try to settle them for him our-
selves, The latter never does any good, and often does
great harm. The outcome of the szensible and only safe
procedure in this instance was significant. The man became

“an earnest, devoted follower of Christ, as T was familiar with
him for precious years and in different spheres. He became
_ a close student of the Bible, He and his wife together made
'an open confession of their new faith, and connected them-
selves with a prominent church in New York City. They
became active in mission school work, and in that field he
devoted hig traihed business mind to perfecting methods and
gsystems of work, so that he was known widely throughout
the country as a leader and guide in that field. He became,
after a while, prominent as one of the meost influential
workers, and director of other workers, in the entire
country. In his personal habits and conduct he became
strict and careful, in the line of our talk that evening.”

““Notice what Horace Buskne]l, the famous molder of
theological thought of the middle of the last century, had to
say of the principle of refraining resolutely from discussing
or dictating another man’s personal duty:—

“““When I, later, told Dr. Bushknell, to whom I had intro-
duced the young gentleman, of that conversation and of the
outcome of it, the good doctor said, characteristically:—

‘¢ ““That shows how much easier it is to do a big thing
than a little thing. If you had begun to diseuss with this
man, at that time, any single habit or practice, you might
never have got heyond it. You would have been stranded
on the first barrier. But to ask him to trust the whole
thing to his Saviour, and be guided by him, was the better
way. If one is right at the center, he is likely to get right
at the eircumference.”” ’

““As with discussion over details of duty, so with argu-
ment over points of belief. Neither discussion nor argument
ig likely to draw men closer together; both tend rather to
keep men apart. As such, both are to be resolutely aveided

m a work which seeks above all else to win others to us, not
;0 keep them at a distance.”’—* Taking Men Alive,”” pp.
125-128,

We must believe what we teach.

‘‘But there iz a power that we may and must have in
‘his work, and which utterly outdistances any seeming but
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empty skill in diseussion or power in argument. It iz the
power of conviction. That power is well-nigh irresistible.
It will win if anything can. It will swing a2 man over from
false belief to true unless he is bound to the false forever,

¢ A man’s beligf of what he proclaims goes far to make
it believed by others. 8o long as he himself has any doubt
on the subject, he is not likely to convinee those who are in
doubt. This is true in every sphere of life. If a man sees”
his neighbor’s house on fire, in the dead of night, his-wild,
ringing shriek of ‘‘ Fire! Fire! Fire! Turn out! Turn out!
Your house is on fire!’’ sounds out on the midnight air with
a force that is itself convineing. All who hear it know that
the one who utters it feels its truth, and wants others te
feel it.

‘“‘How different it would be if a man should knock
timidly at the house door, and say gently that he had reason
to think that a fire was kindling in the vicinity, and that
he thought it would be well to look inte the matter. How
could he expect dull sleepers to be aroused on such a call?
1f his knowledge did not stir him more than this, how could
he expect those yet asleep to be arcused from their torpor
by him,

‘““ Peculiarly is this the case with one who sounds a call
to stir a sluggish soul to action, in view of truth that he
deems precious and all-important, but which the other is nof
very anxious about or fully convinced of. Any show of
doubt, or indecision, onthe part of God’s herald, is ealculated
to shake the confidence of the hearer of the message. This
has been found to be the case by every gospel preacher or
winner of single souls, in any sphere. Every show of
earnestness or evidence of intense conviction on the part of
those who stand for Christ, gives added weight to each
word of the message from the Captain of our salvation.
Hearty Governor Andrew of Massachusetts said of Abraham
Lincoln, when he had assumed the presidency, ““I’m glad
we’ve got a man who believes something.”’ 1f a man would
have another believe something, he must believe something
himself, )

“ ‘Intense conviction, showing itself in intense person-
ality, marks the difference between an ordinary leader or
counselor and an exceptional one. It was not the number of
his soldiers, but hiz power to use every man as if he were
ten men or a hundred, that made Napoleon or Phil Sheridan
the general that he was. Surely he who has Christ back of
him in his every word and his every deed, ought to feel that
he is wielding the power of the Almighty when he acts or
speaks for his Saviour in that Saviour’s work.’

‘“‘Let our conviction, then, of the truth and joy of our
message, shut out argument or discussion forever from our
methods in the art of taking men alive. And our conviction
may be twofold: the conviction that we know our message is
true, and the conviction that the other man knows it is true.
This latter, building on the image of God that is in every
man, is one of the most disarming attacks we ean make
against the opposition of unbelief.”’ —Id., pp. 128-130.

“When the storm of God’s wrath breaks upon the
world, it will be a terrible revelation for souls to find that
their house is being swept away because it is built upon the
sand. Let the warning be given theni before it is too late,
We should now feel the responsibility of laboring with
intense earnestness to impart to others the truths that God
has given for this time. We cannotbe too much in earnest.””
— ¢ Testimonies for the Chureh,”’ Vol. VI, p. 16.

““We have no time to lose. The end is near. The pas-
sage from place to place to spread the truth will soon be
hedged with dangers on the right hand and on the left.
Everything will be placed to obstruct the way of the Lord’s
messengers, so that they will not be able to do that whieh
it is possible for them to do now. We must lock our work
fairly in the face, and advance as fast as possible in
aggressive warfare. From the light given me of God I
know that the powers of darkness are working with intense
energy from beneath, and with stealthy tread Satan is
advancing to take those who are now asleep, as a wolf
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taking his prey. We have warnings now which we may
give, & work now which we may do; but soon it will be more
difficult than we can imagine. God help us to keep in the
¢hannel of light, to work with our eyes fastened on Jesus
our Leader, and patiently, perseveringly press on te gain
the vietory.”’—Id., p. 22.

¢ Our message iz g life-and-death message, and we must
let it appear as it is, the great power of God. We are to
present it in 2ll its telling force. Then the Lord will make
it offectual. It is our privilege to expect large thmgs, even
the demonstration of the Spirit of God. This is the power
that will convict and convert the soul.”’—Id. . p. 61,

““We must be more decidedly in earnest. We must talk

the truth in private and in public, presenting every argu- -

ment, urging every motive of infinite weight, to draw men
to the Saviour uplifted on the cruel cross, God desires
every man to attain unto eternal life. Mark how all
through the Word of God there i manifest the spirit of
urgency, of imploring men and women to come to Christ, to
deny appetites and passions that corrupt the soul. With all
our powers we must urge them to look unto Jesus and to
accept his life of self-denial and sacrifice. We must show
that we expect them to give joy to the hesrt of Christ by
usmg every one of his gifts in honoring his name.’’—Id,,

65,

P We must have a regclute determination that we will not
argue.

“ As illustrating the positive effectiveness of conviction,
slong with a firm refusal to be drawn inte a diseussion,
note the following:—

61 An earnest young clergyman in New England, whom
I know well, began his ministry in a parish where his pred-
ecessor had lacked strong conviction, and had encouraged,
if not cultivated, doubts. 'The new clergyman’s beliefs were
startling to his congregation. One Sunday,
gervice, a bright young man came up to the minister, and
said:i—

04447 don’t believe what you are preaching, and I want
to discuss your beliefs with you,””

7 Well, my friend, there’s no use in our deoing that.
1 am convinced, and you don’t want to be. I am set here to
preach the truth that I believe, whether my hearers believe
it or not.”’

*‘'Weeks went on. The minister saw his young friend,
Sunday after Sunday, in the gallery. One Sunday the
minister invited all who wanted to converse with him on the
matter of personal religion to come to his study on Monday
evening. That evening this young man appeared. Coming
up to the pastor’s study table, where the pastor sat, he
saidi—

44T am here tonight, not for argument, but for
counsel. T've watched you and have heard you for weeks.
I know that you hdve got something that 1 haven’t.
Now I want you to tell me how I can get your crucified
Christ.””

“‘The preacher was ready to help that seeker. And
another soul was won to Christ through the counsel of a
believer who had convictions.’

¢ Another worker, whose strengthlay not in skilful words
but in his simple conviction as to Christ’s love and what
that love had done for him, had occasion to put this matter
to the test.

““He was, accustomed to ride out from Boston daily to
and from a surburban town. One who was frequently his
seatmate wa$ a man prominent as an unbeliever, and who
edited a freethinking periodical. Again and again this man
endeavored to draw my friend into discussion on the subject
of religion, but without succeeding in so doing. One day
‘my friend openly met the matter in this way:—

#4401 do not want to have a discussion with you on the
subject of religion. I'm no match for you in argument.

. You’d get the better of me every time. But, apart from
that, one thing I know, that the Lord Jesus Christ is my
Saviour, and I trust him all the time. This is the comfort
of my life, and T wish you had the same comfort.”’

after the

“+At this his pertinacious seatmate brought his hand
down gsharply on his friend’s knee, and said heartily:—

# ¢4 There you've got me, my friend. I1've nothing to
offer against that. ”’

¢ My friend’s convietion was his best and his resistless
argument. *‘1 know whom I have believed’’ will convince
another if anything will. No method of diseussion will take
its place with any hearer.’”'—* Taking Men Alive,”’
v, 180, 181,

Qualifications for Missionary Labor

1. For what purpose has God chosen or purchased his
people? 1 Peter 2:9,

2. How only can we show the praises of him who called
us?

3. In copnection with the formation of what kind of
character does the apostle Paul enjoin the holding forth of
the words of life? Phil. 2: 15, 16, |

4, Does God accept the efforts of any one to advance
his cause who is knowingly transgressing his law? Ps. ‘
50: 18, 17. ‘

5. If any one who is blind spirituslly should lead an-‘
other, what would be the result? Lukeé: 89,

6. What does the Saviour call a person who attempts
to correct faults in others before correcting his own?
Verges 41, 43,

7. What will qualify one to labor successfully for others? |
Verse 42, \

8 What does the psalmist say with respect to teachmgi
transgressors and of the result of his efforts? Ps. 51:2, 10,13,

9, What point in his christian experience was 1t necea—‘
sary for him to reach before feeling this assurance? Verses
11, 12 |

10. What was the language of his heart? Verses 14,15

11. How does the prophet Isaiah speak of his sing bemg
removed? Isa. 6:5-T.

12. What did he then hear? Verse 8, first part.

. 18, How did he respond? Verse 8, last part. -

" 14, What is always the first lmpulse of a renewed heart?

¢« Just as soon as a person is really converted to the truth,
theré springs up in his heart an earnest desire to go and tell
some friend or neighbor of the precious light shining forth
from the sacred pages. In his unselfish labor to save others,
he is a living epistle, known and read of all men. His life
shows that he has been converted to Christ, and has become
a colaborer with him.’’ ¢ Testimonies for the Chureh,”’
Vol, V. p. 386.

15. How did the Lord answer Isaiah? Verse 9, first part,

16, How is God now calling for persons to carry his
message to the people?

17. If those wha professed to serve God fail to recognize
this call, or understanding it, are not inclined to respond,
what ig the cause?

18. What is the first work such members need to do?

Tract Study—¢The Coming of Our Lord”
Analysis

(1. Desire of the Greeks
2. Jesus the name most used in the
. world
We Would See Jesus < 8. Qur desire and why
4, 'Not as he wag
- | 6. But as he is
6. We shall see him

(1. Gospel commission
2, C}(’iﬁf tidings, second coming of
co? rist
ng}si%egﬁk of Christ’s 5 His coming the hope of the churck
: 4. Comfort to God’s sorrowing dnes
on earth
5. He iz coming

Questions
Firet Part

1. Tnfo-how many divisions is this tract divided?
2. Name them.
8. Into how many divisions can you divide the first section
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4. Wheve is the text found that is given at the beginning
of the tract?
B. What created this desire?
6. Did all bear the same testimony concerning Jesus?
7. Whose name is most used in this world?
8. In what ways is it most used?
9, What is the earnest desire of every Christian?
10. Why?
11. Hew do you desire to see him?
12. How was he?
13. Give leading thoughts of Isaiah b3.
14. How is he? ’
16, Give texts and where found.
Secoud Part

16. How many divisions can you make in the second part of
this tract?

17. Name the first.

18. What is the gospel commission? Give texts,

19. In preaching the word, what must be taught?

20. What proportion of verses in the New Testament deal
with this subject?

21. How important is it?

22, What has been the hope of the church?

23. Where is it spoken of as the blessed hope?

24. What comfort is offered to those who sorrow?

25. Where are these texts found?

26. What promise does Christ himself give concerning his
coming, and where is the promige found?

Bible Work

AFTER you have made an appointment for a Bible f'eading,
there are some further points worthy of eongideration:—

Length of Readings

Your first reading should be very short, generally from
fifteen to thirty minutes in length, Your following readings
should not usually be more than one hour long. It is seldom
wise to overrun this time. It is much the better plan to
leave while the interest is good.

Order of Subjects

The order in which the subjects should be taken up may
vary according to the interest manifested by the readers.
We think it important that, as a rule, readings on Daniel 2
and 7, the new earth, and the coming of the Lord, should
precede those on the Sabbath and the state of the dead.
Some workers prefer to introduce the Sabbath before the
state of the dead; others afterward. Try both ways.

Selling Publications

For Bible workers or thogse making purely missionary
vigits, we think it is unwise to offer anything for sale at the
Arst visit, ag it may, and probably will, give the impression
hat that was the only objeet in calling, and will often raise
3 cgr_nplete barrier to making any appointment for Bible
eadings,

Durging later meetings you may take with you some tract,
ramphlet, or small book which deals with the subject under
sonsideration, and read a few pointed extraets from it, At
the close of the reading you may state that the book, or
vhatever you read from, contains much of interest on the
mbject studied; it is a clear exposition of it, and the price
& Nao effort should be made to urge them to buy,
ut as they become interested in the topics, they are almost
sure to want the literature that deals with these subjects.
You will need to have & thorough knowledge of what our
ooks eontain, in order to recommend those which will give
he clearest information on the topies in question.

Lending Publications

It is much better to sell publications than to lend them-
*eople read with more interest that which costs them some-
hing., When you do lend tracts or pamphiets in conneetion
vith your Bible readings, it is important to eall attention
lainly to what they teach, as persons will often read them
o inattentively as not to see the real point in them at all.

Manner of Conducting a Reading
Prayer

It is not always best to offer prayer at the opening of

your first reading; in fact, as a rule, we think it best not to
do so. Especially is this true when the persons you are vis-
iting have no religious interest or are averse to religion. It
will give an appearance of sanctity to your work, toward
which they often feel a real dislike.

We should aveid giving the readings the air of a meeting.
They should be free, homelike talksor visits about the Bible,
at the cloge of which it is often well to offer a short, earnest

rayer. In visiting the sick or persons you know to be picus,
1t would doubtless %ave a good infiuence to pray on your first
visit; also, when you have continued readings, there is no
objection to a short opening prayer; but every worker should
feel it a part of his qualification for the work to learn to
pray briefly. The Saviour seldom prayed in public; but he
offered many long prayers when alone. You will find it
necessary to do likewise if you are successful in winning
souls, We do not think it best generally to pray at both the
beginning and the close of a reading:

. Asgking Quéstions .

The guestion should be asked before giving out the text,’
to awaken an interest in finding it; and generally it should
be repeated after the text is found, to refresh the memory,
and make a more forcible impression of the Seripture.

We think it decidedly the best plan to have all find the
same text at the same time, that all may follow the line of
the reading. The plan of giving out a number of texts to
different individuals before beginninﬁ the reading, seems to
us decidedly against the interest in the subject, as the minds
of individuals will dwell especially upon the text they are to
read, and thus they will fail to follow the thought of the
reading.

Asgisting Yaur Resdera

While your readers are locking up the text, you would de
well to find it in your own Bible, also; so that in cage the
do not read the right one, you will be ready to correct them;
or if they are slow, or from other ¢auses have difficulty in
finding the text, you can offer to exchange Bibles with them. '
When persons who are familiar with the truth accompany
you to a reading, see that they are distributed among your
readers, especially beside those who are very slow or most
embarrassed at finding the texts. Imstruct them fo assistin
a kind, unassuming, gentle way that will not offend.

Practical Religion

The sanctifying influence of the truth should so mold our
awn lives that the practical side will be uppermest in all onr
work, and be apparent te all with whom we labor. When
the truth has this effect upon the heart of the worker, it will
be easy for him to weave into every reading and all his eon-
versation, expressions of love and devotion to Jesus, which
will have a sanctifying influence upon others. But this
practical and really vital part of the whole work cannot be
brought out in a set of fixed questions and answers; it must
be the natural outgrowth of a living connection with God.

Getting People to Obey

Getting peoyle to obey the truth is the mogt diffieult prob-
lem of all, and it is certainly one of the mostimportant. We
know of no 1"u1e that will always work. If there were one,
thousands might be saved whe, as it is, will be lost.

Much, however, depends upon the worker. He should
ever, by his demeanor and the earnestness with which he .
prosecutes his work; carry the impresgsion that a solemn im-
portanee is attached to the truth, The messages, especially
the third angel’s message with its terrible threatening,
should be carefully but faithfully presented, after the people
have been thoroughly instructed. The subject of obedience
should also be given, and in addition to the texts in the
printed reading, the worker should use similar passages
which are foreible to his mind.

But after all this, the worker will find it necessary to
pray earnestly to God, with fasting and tears, for wisdom to
know how to say the right word to turn his readers in the -
way of truth, and will plead with the Lord to grant him to
see those for whom he labors born of the Spirit of God.* It
is ““not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the
Lord.” But this point may be reached, and we should not
rest satisfied until we see the fruit of our labors, —good,
solid, substantial souls embracing the truth, and fully giving
themselves to the work of God. Jesus said, ‘‘Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.”’— Selected.
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Missionary Folunteer
Department

Pr-ograms for Week Ending Jaﬁuary 6,

: Senior
' "Subject: Recent Great Fvents and Their Meaning
1. REPEAT the Pledge in concert.
. 2. Responsive Reading: 2 Peter 8: 1-14.
¢ 8. Bible Study : Present Conditions Foretold.
4 Readin'%: The Peace and Safety Movement.-
+ 5. Talk ; The Great War and Eeconomic Conditions.
6. Quotations from the Spirit of Prophecy, published in
1890. (See closing paragraphs of article in Review of De-
camber 28.} )
o 7. Talk : Prepare War,

B, Bocial Service. With these solemn scenes before me,
ow do I stand related to God’s army?
~ 9 Reports and plans.

Junior
¢, Subject: Christian Soldiers
1. Review Morning Watch texts. Subject: God Guides.

Call for experienceg of gnidance,

Responsive Reading : 1 Sam, 14;1-16,

Bible 3tudy : Scldiers of Christ.

Recitation : Little Soldiers for Jesus.
. Reading : Christian Scldiers.
. Telling Stories.
. Reports of work.

AN

Note to the Leaders

" The emphasis in this Senior lesson is on three points: 1.
The present awful conditions, We must guard against be-
c_dmin&unsympathetic and callous to suffering. 2. We know
from the prophecies that conditions will grow worse, 3. The
very beginning of the new year should mark a great forward
movement, a new consecration, on the part of God’s army,
Additional matter may be gleaned from current papers and
magazines, The Bible reading should be well prepared, so
that it ean be given intelligently and made very real.

The Junior lesgon may be made very helpful if clear dis-
tinctions are drawn between spiritual and carnal warfare,
The youth everywhere are imbibing the war spirit in the
very afr they breathe. Emphasize ‘‘The weapons of our
warfare arve not carnal, but mi%hty.” The idea under No.6
is that the stories given, and others which may be furnished
by the leader, shal%be asgigned to the different members to
tell in their own words. See that they get the idea before-
hand s¢ that they may learn to tell a story in a way clearly to
illustrate the point and make the desived impression,

The Peace and Safety Movement

As a people we have long looked forward to a great
‘‘peace and safety ”’ movement as one of the striking signs
of the Saviour’s return. That such a movement is a sign of
that event iz stated simply and emphatieally in 1 Thess. 5:1-3
and other scriptures. This peace movement began before

_the organization of our work, and has grown steadily and

rapidly to the present time, . )

Nelson’s Encyclopedia says: ‘‘Peace societies and other
voluntary agencies for the advancement of peace, fo the
number of several hundred, have been organized among
most or all of the civilized peoples, the fivst being established
in 18156 by David Low Dodge in New York City.”” Thus it
appears that the peace agitation was beginning in the early
years of the last century.

As the members of these peace organizations multiplied,

. their influence became widegpread. Many eminent men and
.women joined the ranks of the enthusiastic advocates of

universal peace and arbitration.
. In 1899 the czar of Russia, Nicholas 11, called the first
Peace Congress to meet at The Hague. The object was to
arrive at an understanding not to increase present arma-
ment, and the examination of* means by which a reduction of
‘grmament may be effected in the future. This meeting had
representatives from twenty-six nations.

On .Dec. 14, 1910, Mr. Andrew Carnegie, by a gift of
$10,000,000, created the Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
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tional Peace, the income of which will be devoted to hastening
the abolition of international war.

A second congress was held in 1907, with representatives
from forty-four nations,

In August, 1913, the Peace Palace was dedicated at The
Hague. It is a magnificent edifice, about two hundred and
sixty feet squave, and was provided largely through a gift
of §1, 500,000 from Mr. Carnegie.

In February, 1914, Mr, Carnegie “‘created a corporafion of
twenty-eight trustees chogen from the highest dignitaries of
the churches and most eminent leaders in religious and social
progress of all denominations in Ameriea, and endowed
it with $2000,000, under the name of ‘The Church
Peace Union.” ¥ They immediately arranged for a meeting

of delegates representing the churches, from all nations, to

assemble at Constance, Germany, Aug. 2-5, 1914, to diseuss
the ‘‘reign of justice, law, and peace, No one ever dreamed
of war even between Austria and Seybia,’’

From the bock by Mr. Frederick Lynch, giving an account
of this remarkable meeting, we read of their experience he-
fore reaching Constance: ‘‘On Saturday morning, August 1,
at three o’clock, Dr. Charles S. Macfarland and I'were sleep-
ing soundly in one of the comfortable compartments when“
we were suddenly seized by the shoulders by the guard and
shaken out of our deep slumbers. “Get ont as fast as you
can,’ he said. ‘The Germans have blown up the track on the
frontier just ahead of us and seized three French engimes,
and the quicker we get out ¢f this the better.” ™’

They finally reached Constance, and wrote as follows con-
cerning the meeting of August 2: ““In view of the awfuli
catastrophe hanging over Europe, it seemed no time for de- |
bate. Only prayer was fitting. It was & sweet and beanti-|
ful morning, but in our hearts we heard all over Europe the
roll of war drums, the tread of marching feet, the hoarse
cries of soldiers for the blood of their fellow men.’” |

Thus at the very moment when these eminent represent-
atives from all nations were meeting te say “peace and
safety,’’ sudden destruction desecended upon half the world.

**The ambassadors of peace shall weep bit-

See Isa. 33:7.
terly,’’ was literally fulfiled. ‘

Another striking fulfilment of propheey was seen in the
action of the United States Secretary of Btate, whe in 1915
secured some old swords and had themn melted and cast into
miniature plowshares. Theéy bore the iseription,‘’ They
shall beat their swords into plowshares. Isa. 2: 4.7 While
Iga. 2;1-4 and Mieah 4:1-3 say that ‘‘many people’’ shall en-
gage in this great peace and arbitration movement, Joel
3: 8-10 teaches that universal war preparations on a gigantic
scale will be going forward. Probably we shall witness at
the close of this war a much greater expansion of the peace
movement as all nations proceed with greater and greater
armament.

Present Conditions Foretold

1, WHAT did Paul give as one of the signs of the day of
the Lord? 1 Thess. 5:1-3.

2, Whe @id the prophet say would be engaged in this
Peace Movement? Isa. 2:2, 8; Micah 4:1,2.

Ans, — Many people’’ professing to be the Lord’s
people. ' '

3. What would they say about armament and universal
arbitration? JTsa, 2:4,

4, What does the Lord say will be taking place at the
same time? Joel8:9. (Universal preparation for war.)

B. What does he say about armament? Joel 3:10.

6. Who will be engaged in this preparation? Joel 3: 11, 12,

7. Will the Peace Movement or the war preparation pre-
vail? Luke 21:9, 10,

8. What will be the outcome of the great Peace Move
wment? 1 Thess. 5:8.

A Morning Watch Calendar for Every Seventh-day Adventist
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The Great War

PAUL said," *“ When they shall say, Peace and safety; then
sudden destruction cometh upon them.’’ It seems very
gignificant that when the great Peace Movement seemed
ready to bloom into a beautiful flower, the great war burst
upon the world.

We give appalling statements from the papers as to the
extent of this struggle, More than 800,000,000 of earth’s
population are directly affected. Of the leading so-called
Christian nations 38,000,000 men have been called to the
colors. During the last twenty-gix months, 23,700 men have
been the daily average of killed, wounded, and prisoners.
This gives a monthly average of 711,000 casualties, or a total
for the war of 18,500,000, of which death makes up nearly
one fourth,

Here is a table of the casualties for the six great powers
involved, taken from the Literary Igest of Nov. 4, 1916:—

Losses in Men

France 2,500,000
Russia 5,750,000
Great Britain 1,400,000
Italy 350,000
Germany 4,000,000
Anstria 4,000,000

Total . . . 18,000,000

‘The remaining 500,000 casualties are divided among the
ssmaller nations engaged in the war, The total number esti-
mated killed is about twenty-four per cent, or 4,500,000

Economic Conditions

Among the signs of His coming enumerated by the
Baviour were ‘‘wars and commotions.”’ Later he describes
.other conditions which would naturally foilow or attend uni-
versal war, ‘“‘Upon the earth distregs of nations, with per-
plexity; . . . men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for
locking after those things which are coming on the earth.’’

The distress and suffering of the people on aceount of the

- .appalling loss of life is increased by economic conditions in-

-evitable with such a costly war.

For a long period twenty to thirty million men have been
consuming, but have produced nothing. Vastand productive
territories of farming land have been devastated; almost in-
caleulable quantities of food and valuable steres have been
destroyed. Today whole natipns are in a starving condition.
Surely there is distress of nations with perplexity.

The daily cost of the war last April was estimated to be
$90,000,000. Npw the estimate is $105,000,000 a day, an
average of $4,375,000 an hour.

The debts of the seven largest nations now at war aggre-
gate more than $765,000,000,000, compared with $27,000,000,-
000 at the war's beginning. Itisestimated that the interest
on this debt will be $8,800,000,000 annually, which is said to
be more than the total income of all these nations in times
of peace,

To relieve the starvation and suffering of millions in
Europe not engaged in the war, but affected by it, the people
.of the United States have contributed about $30,000,000,
Othér neutral nations, as well as the nations at war, have
«contributed vast sums to alleviate the suffering, and yet tens
of thousands are starving and destitute. ‘

“ Prepare War”

FoRr many years statesmen and eminent leaders in the re-
ligious and scientific worlds have predicted that the very
magnitude of the preparations for war would deter the nations
from engaging in it. Sclence provided so mahy new and
terrible engines for the destruction of life that it was argued
no one would dare face the consequences of a declaration of
war. Butthe war came, and people immediatsly began to
prophesy that this will be the last war. This has become an
almost universal cry, and yet preparaiion for war even on

.

the part of neutral nations is going forward as never before
in the history of the world. Recently the United States has
started on a new program of armament for war.

The Christian Herald estimates the total cost of prepared-
ness for the United States at $700,000,000. This means
nearly $40 to every taxpayer in the country.

In a speech in the House of Representatives, Democratic
Leader Kitchin said: ““This program calls for $120,000,000
more expenditure than the construction program of all other
nations combined for ten years prior to the outbreak of the
European war. By this action we are making the United
States in dollars and cents the greatest militaristic naval
nation the world has ever known.”’

Plans are laid for one hundred and fifty-seven new battle-
ships of the various classes to be built at a cost of $588,180,-
576. The following table of expenditure for war purposes
under the last four administrations shows how the United -
States is fulfilling the prophecy, ‘‘Prepare war:”’'—

McKinley-Roosevelt $107,006,642

Roosevelt 83,192,938
Taft 127,747,118
Wilson 655, 299, 806
Soldiers of Christ

1. JEsus is our Captain. Joshua 5:13-15,

2, On his side we are sure of victory, Matt. 28:18.

3. We must strive to please our Captain. 2 Tim. 2:1-4.

4. We must be clothed in armor. Egph. 6:11-17.

5. Our weapons are mighty, 2 Cor, 10:3, 4.

'6. They are God’s Word (Eph. 6:17) and prayer {(Mark

11: 23, 24).

Litile Soldiers for Jesus

W='RE a band of little soldiers, '
e’re just one, two, three, four,
' Tis very true, we are but few,
But we’re drumming hard for move.

We're going to work for Jesus,
And help to spread the light.
Perhdps you’ve heard our sword’s the Word
ith which we mean to fight.

We’ll tell the gospel story,

And tryst that some will heed;
From door to door, "mong rich and poor,
* We'll scatter precious seed.

And ““ when the battle’s over,”
’ And Christ as king shall come,
We hope and pray we'll hear him say,
‘‘Dear children, welcome home!’”
~~Mwrs. Carrie K. Butcher,

Christian Soldiers

1 surrosE all of ug have seen soldiers. We know them
by their clothes, their guns, knapsacks, and the way they
march. Real soldiers do not march and drill just for fun, or
to show off their uniforms and guns, Sometimes hoys play
soldier, but real soldiers must be brave and strong, for their
business is to defend their country against its enemies,
How do men become spldiers?—First they enlist. That
means thelr names are put on the roll of soldiers, and they
join the army. Their country calls them to do this when
wicked enemies come to invade and destroy the land.

Why should any. one enlist as a soldier of Jesus Christ?
He is the highest ruler of all nations, the King of kings and
Lord of lords. His law should be obeyed and loved by all.
But there are millions and millions who despise him and
break his pure laws and deny his right to rule over his sub-
jects. This is all because of pur great enemy ‘‘sin,”* which
has made men slaves. So Jesus calls all who will to enlist
oh the side of truth and purity and love, to fight against the
terrible monster sin,

" How do soldiers enlist?—Some offer to enlist of their own

accord, they are called volunteers. Others are compelled to
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enlist beeause they are able fo fight and the country needs
them. Which do you think would make the better soldiera?
Yes, the volunteers. In the Lord’s army he will have only
volunteers—willing, brave, good scldiers. When men enlist,
their names are placed on the roll, and they take an oath;
that is, promise in the name of God that they will obey their
officers and be good soldievs. Then they put off their cifi-

zen's clothes, put on the uniform, and join a company of

soldiers. When we become soldiers of Jesus, we hear his
call, “*Followme,’’ “Comeuntome,”’ ** Who is on theLord’s
side?”’ and we confess him, our names are put on the church
roll, and we join the great army of workers for God. We
must put off our old habits, the old man with his deeds, and
put on the new, clean, bright habits of a Christian seldier.

In the regular army ouly strong men can enlist; but in
the army of the Lord all—men, women, and children, erip-
ples, invalids, blind, deaf or even the dying—may be good
soldiers and win victories over sin. But Jesus does waut a
strong will in hig soldiers,—a will to obey him in all things
and get the victory. After enlistment how must soldiers
live?

They must endure hardness. In the army they sleep
on the hard ground, and have very coarse food to eat.
They march over rough roads for long distances, and go
inte battle not knowing whether they will come out alive.
They endure hardness because they love their country and
their homes.

Do Chrigtian soldiers have to endure hardness also?—Yes,
but of a different kind. They have to wage unceasing wat-
fare againat sin, This means self-denial and sacrifice.

Enduring Hardness

A MAN met alittle fellow carrying a basket of blackberries,
and said to him, ‘‘Sammy, where did you get such nice ber-
ries?’’ “‘Over there, gir, in the briers.”’ “Won't your
mother be glad to gee you come with a basket of such nice,
ripe fruit?’’ ¢ Yes, sir,’’ said Sammy. *‘She always seems
glad when I hold up the berries, and [ don’t tell her anything
about the briers in my feet.’” The man rode on. Sammy’s
remark had given him a lesson, and he resolved henceforth
he would try to hold up the berries and say nothing about
the briers, —Selected.

Living Up to Qur Possibilities -

IF we are men, with the dignity of our powers and privi-
leges and possibilities, let us live like men. Life i3 not
something to be lived through; it i3 to be lived up te—in all
ita highestmeanings and messages. Inthe armyof Alexander
the Great there was a soldier who, although he bove the very
name of the great conqueror, was in his heart a cowsrd.
Cowardice in any soldier of that mighty army was the worst
of all erimes; yet for this man to be a coward was shame un-
speakable. And Alexander, in great anger, commanded the
craven, ‘‘Rither give up my name or follow my example.”’
Living up te our possibilities means living up to our name;
anything less means failure. — The Clircle.

Programs for Week Ending January 13

It is planned this year, as formerly, to have several Sab-
baths left open during the year for each society to arrange
its own program. The newly elected officers should get to-
gether and lay plans that will make their meeting a most
helpful and prefitable one. Here are a few suggestions:
Remember that one great element of success les In getting
every member to work; also that personal soul-winning lies
at the foundation of Christian growth and success. Da not
gpend all the time ‘‘justtalking.’ Have some gocd plans
ready and launch them., Do not get a lot of new theories
that will detract from the regular Missionary Volunteer
plans. Push the main lines. Do not try to launch so many
things that your enthusiasm and efforts are spread out too
thin., Settle on a few definite, practical things and make
them succeed,
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Programs for Week Ending January 20

Senior :

Subject: What It Means to be o Christion

1. REview Morning Watch texts.

2. Brief talk by the leader, contrasting a genuine Chrig--
tian experience and a mere profession, 2. Tim. 3:1-

3. Bible Stady: My Part; God’s Part,

4. Recitation: Peace.

6. Talk on Earnest Seeking and Real Repentance,

6. Talk on Self-Losing or Real Surrender.
ch 7i tSocia] Service Topic: When and How I came to Aecept

rist.

8. Reports of working bands,

Junior

Subject: How to be Saved

Morning Wateh drill.

Sentence Prayers.

. Recitation: Jesus Wag Once a Little Child.
Bible Study.

. Reading: How to be Saved.

. Telling Stories.

. Reports of work,

Note for the Leaders

The Bible study is presented under two heads. It may be
well to assign these to two persons, ot where possible to
seven, giving each person one phase of the topic. Let each
illustrate his part of the lesson by ane of the stories given,
or b{ somae other story he may select. In the social service it
would be interesting if each one would tell what point in the
study seemed to stand out most prominently in his conver-
sion. .

My Part in My Conversion

1. I must be willing to hear, believe, and seek.

God cannot save one who refuses to listen to his Word
and believe it. Matt. 13:14-186.

Nor can he help one who, knowing the way, refuses to
follow instructions, Isa, 55:6; Luke 13:23, 24; Matt. 7:13, 14.

2. I must repent of my sins, confess them, and renounce
them forever. 2 Cor. 7:10, 11; 1 John 1:9; Isa. 55:7; James
5116,

3. I must accept justification and righteousness by faith,
without my own efforts. 1 Cor. 1:30, 31; Rom. 4:4, 5.

4. I must provide for my growth by constant study of his
Word (1 Peter 2:1, 2); for my strength and victory by prayer
(Luke 18:1; Matt. 7:7, 8); and to glovify him by service
(John 15: 2, 4). '

God’s Part in My Conversion

The Word:

The seed of a new life, or nature, is in his Word. He
must in some way sow the Word in my heart. Luke 8:1i;
1 Peter 1:28; 2 Peter 1:4,

This Word makes known what sin is, and its terrible con-
sequences. Rom. 7:7; 6:16, 23,

This Word also reveals the righteousness of God and his
plan to save the sinner and make him righteous. Rom, 1:186,
17; 5:18, 19. .

The Holy Spirit: .

But the human heart is so hard-and dark that the Word
would have no effect but for the agency of the Holy Spirit.
He so wields the Word that I am convicted of my sins. John
16:8; Acts 2:4, 87.

He takes up his abode within me (1 Cor. 6:19), and by his
power 1 am able to overcome sin (Rom. 8:1, 2) and to win
souls (Acts 1:8).

The Saviowr:

His death satisfies the demands of a broken law for me
(Rom, 6:12; 2 Cor, 5:14, 15}, and recanciles me to God (Rom,
5:10).

His blood cleanses me from al]l sin (1 John 1:7), and his
presence keeps me from falling (Jude 24).
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His intercession keeps ever open the way of aceess to God.
Heb. 7:25.

And through hig merits eternal life and all the blessings
of the gospel are available to me. Acts 4:12; Heb. 56:7-9.

Peace

Ir gin be in the heart,
The fairest sky is foul, and sad the summer weather;
The eye no longer sees the lambs at play together;
The dull ear cannot hear the birds that sihg so sweetly;
And all the joy of God’s good earth is gone completely,
If gin be in the heart.

If peace be in the heart,
The wildest winter storm is full of solemn beauty,
The midnight lightning-flash but shows the path of duty,
Hach living creature tells some new and joyous story;
The very trees and stones all catch a ray of glory,
" If peace be in the heart.
: —Charies F. Richardson.

A

- Earnest Secking

AN 0ld man once lost 4 bank note in his barn. Helooked
for it several times, but coulld not digcover it. At last he
said to himeself: ‘‘That note ceytainly 75 in the barn some-
where, and I will seareh for it until I findit.”’ Accordingly
he went to work and carefully removed straw and hay,
hour after hour, till he at last found the hote. A few weeks
later the old man sat by his fire, musing over his spiritual
state, for he felt he was not right with God. Turning to his
wife, he asked, ‘* What must I do to become a Christian?”’
“¥ou must seek for it,’* she veplied, ‘s you sought for the
bank note.”’ The words made a deep impression en him; he
followed her advice, and erelong was rich in spivitual joy and
blessing.

Real Repéntance

A vouNg lad, ignorant of farm work," thought to
get rid of the potato-bug pest by shaking each bush. The
little ereatures fell quickly to the ground and lay there as if
dead. He zoon found, however, that during a little absence
they had crawled back and were consuming the plant’s life
as badly as ever. He then made sure to crush and burn the
bugs, allowing none to escape.

So mere reform is only shaking off bad habits, which

seem to fall away easily and appear dead. But itis usually ’

only a question of a little time before they have returned to
consume all the betier impulses and desires of the moral ra-
ture. The work of repentance must be a cryshing and a
burning, a thorough determination. —FPalette,

Self-losing a Condition of Salvation

A rapy, after making various self-righteous efforts to be.

saved, inquived of her pastor what she must do. He said,
“ You cannot do anything of merit. It is by what Jesus has
done and finished on the cross, that you are to be saved, ”

A similar answer was given to her by a friend, who had
recently found peace. She went home more troubled than
ever. Shutting herself up in her room, she fell on her knees
resolving that she would never rise till her soul found rest
and peace. How long her agonies continued, 1 cannot say;
but she became quite tired, and fell asleep,

She dreamed that she was falling over a frightful preci-
pice. She caught hold of a single twig, which overhung the
abyss beneath. By this she hung, crying aloud for help,
when a voice from below, which she knew to be the voice of
Jesus, told her to let go the fwig, and he would receive and
gave her, *‘Lord, save mel"’ she cried; but the voice again
answered, ‘‘Let go the twig.”’

She felt as,if she dared not let go, but continued crying,
“Lord, save mel’ At last the one below, whose voice she
heard but whom she did not see, said, in the niost tender,
solemn tones, ‘1 cannot save youunless youlet go the twig!”’
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At last she let it go, fell into the arms of Jesus, and the joy
of finding herself there awoke her.

The lesson taught her by her dream was not lost. She
resolved to absolutely obey the voiece of Jesus, and to let go
every earthly thing that hindered a perfect trust in him.
—Selectod. ‘

The Haven of Peace

UNDER the deep blue of the star-lit sky, a lonely patrol
paced the sandy rim of the sea, along the line of his life-sav-
ing station on the Jersey shore. His companions sleptin the
barracks, while he watched for any sign of distress among
the craft sailing the coast. No human voice broke the still-
ness or releved the oppressive silence of his beat.

He could think, and some hidden hand turned the machin-
ery within, back over the past, forward into the future, and
deeply down into the soul’s present. Was he at sea rudder-
less, pilotless, with breakers ahead, whose wreckage rolled
into the eternal darkness? He knew, in the hush of that
lonely beat, he was undone, a ginner on his way to the judg-
ment seat, without advocate or possibility of escape.

But God was overhead, and the signal of prayer within
his reach, Along the world’s highway he knew there was a
cross, where Divine love and spotiessness paid the penalty
of a broken law. Down on his kanees, he cried to God for
pardon, for peace, for life, through the erucified Christ.
The angwer came. Light, not from star or moon, but from
the face of his Father, broke over him, and he was at peace.
The next night it was the beat of one of his comrades, while
he and the rest were in the barracks.

“Boys,”” he said, ‘T want to read to you.”” And for
twenty minutes he read from the Bible. They listened and
wondered, and still more when he said, ‘I want to praywith
you; will you kneel with m&?”” Not sure whether his reason
had fled, they knelt. The power of God fell on them, and
that night every man in the barracks found Christ.

The next day a young man from the outside happening
in was wrought upon by the convincing Spirit, and led to re-
pentance and faith, — Selected. '

* Fruit Bearing

DoEs the little branch, early in April, say to the vine:
““ Here I have been with you all winter, and now the raims
have come and the sun is getting warm; I feel that [ am
growing, but where are my vich clusters of grapes? 1 am
perfectly satisfled to stay with you, Vine, but where is my
fruit 7’ But the vine says to the branch: ‘‘Oh, you silly
little branch, you must have patience; do not expect to bear
fruit before the time. Just wait; abide in me, and you shall
bring forth fruit.”” ‘‘But why shall 177" ‘‘Because you
abide in me, and I will give you strength.”

So you who are just starting in the Christian life, do not
be discouraged; for the time for you to bear fruit is drawing
nigh, and you cannot expect to bear fruit then, imless you
sbide now, and continue to abide in Christ.—Selected,

A SKEEPTICAL man sat down fo read the Bible one hour
every evening. After a while he said to his wife, ‘‘Jf this
book is right, we are wrong.”” A few evenings later he
said, ‘‘If this book is right, we are lost.”” A few evenings
later he said, “‘If this book iz right, we may be saved.”
And they were.

It i$ said of the great missienary, Dr, Seudder, that when
asked what discouragements he had, he replied, ‘I do not
know the word; I long ago erased it from my vocabulary.’’
With that spirit, a leader is bound to win,

ME. Moopy tells of having asked a soldier for the process
of his conversion, His graphic answer was: “Halt!' “CAt-
tention!’’ ‘‘Right about facel” * Forward march!”

A Morping Watch Calendar tor Every Seventh-day Adventist
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Follow the Rule

_ HERE s an answer to the most imporfant question, anda
rule for salvation, If we follow the rule carefully, the result
will be reached,

Arithmetic has its rules for multiplying complex frac-
tions; for extracting the square and cube roots; for finding
the present worth of money due in the future, ete. Chemis-
try has its formulse for compounding substances, ete. If we
follow the rule, we shall get the result. So in Christianity.
This illustration ig applicable in the following points:—

1. It takes some persons much longer than others to work
out a préblem in arithmetic; but whether slowly or rapidly,
4f bath follow the vule, both will get the correct resull. So it
is in applying the gospel rule for salvation. Thus we can
safely believe in instantaneous conversion, or in an experi-
ence more protracted,

2. It is not necessary to wundersiand why following o
rule in arithmetic or chemistyy will give the correct result,
before using the rule. A child can follow the rule and get
the right answer. So in applying the rule of faith, it is not
necessary to understand why believing on Christ will bring
galvation. Perhaps no one can fully explain why. But the
result is just as sure in one case as in the other.

v 3. We must make no mistake in applying the rule. In
our school days we were often obliged to do our work over
again, because we made mistakes. The fault was not in the
rule, but in our application of it. So if any claim to have
applied the rule of faith, and are not saved, they have made
a mistake somewhere and need to go over their work.

4., We can know when we hove the correct result. In
arithmetic there ave processes for proving the work to make
sure that it is right. And in applying the rule of faith we
may come to assurance of salvation. The apostle says,
“‘Let every man prove his own work.” “‘Prove'your own
selves.”” — Rev. Henry Graham.

How Can I Come to Christ?

“AH," you say, ‘‘I hear thatif I come to Christ, I shall
be saved; but how can I come to him? What do you mean by
coming to Jesus?’’ Well, our reply is plain and clear: It is
to trust Chrigt, to depend upon him, to believe him, to rely
upon him. You inguire, ‘‘But how can I come to Christ?
In what way should you recommmend me to come?’” The an-

swer is, The very best way to come to Christ is to come with

allyyyour needs about you,

Suppose a physician should come to town and give it out
that what he wants is not to make money, but to cure people,
out of matives of pure benevolence, without charging any
fees; the poorest will be welcome, and the most diseased will
be best received. Well, here is & person who has cut his fin-
ger; will the doctor rush to attend him? Here comes another
gratis patient who has a wart on his hand. There is nothing
famous about curing cut fingers and warts, and the physician
is by no means excited over the work.

But here is a forlorn body who hag been given up by all the
other doctors, a patient who is 8o bad that he lies at death’s
door; he has such a complication of diseases that he could
hardly tell what diseases he has not suffered from, but cer-
tainly his condition’is térrible enough to make it appear hope-
less. He seems to be a living wonder of disease. That is
the man who may come boldly to the physician, and expeect
immediate attention and his best congideration.® Now, Dac-
tor; if you can cure this man, he will be a credit to you. This
man exactly answers to your advertisement. You say that
you only wish for patients who will give you an opportunity of
displaying your gkill. Here ig a fine object for your pity; he
is Bad at the lungs, bad at the heart, bad at the feet, bad in
the eyes, bad in the ears, bad in the head, bad all over. If
you. want an opportunity of showing your skill, here is the
man.

Jesus, my Lord and Master, is the Great Physician of souls,
and he heals them on just such terms as I have mentioned.
Are you a far-gone sinner? Are you a deeply sin-sick soul?
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Are you a man or woman who is bad altogether? Come along
my friend, you are just in "a right condition to come to
Jesus Christ. Come just as you are, that is the best style of»
“‘ coming.”’ )

““What,’’ saith one, *‘ can you mean it, that I, an unfeel-
ing, impenitent wretch, am bidden to come at once and be-
lieve in Jesus Christ for everlasting life?’”’ I mean justthat.
T do not mean to send you around to that shop for repentance,
and to the other shop for feeling, and to a third store for a
tender heart, and then direct you to call on Christ at last for
a few odds and ends. No, no, but come to Christ for every-
thing. —C. H. Spurgeon. ‘

Jesus was Once a Little Child

JESUS was once a little child, —
A little child like me,—
And he was pure, and meek, and mild,
As a little child should be.
He played as little children play
he pleasant games of youth,
But never got vexed when the games went wrong,
And always told the truth,

Jesus was once a little child,
And grew as children do;
His mother taught him tenderly
To be gentle, kind, and true.
Over the fields of Nazareth,
With playmates he did roam;
He would never fret, and scold, and pout,
When his mother called him home.

Jesus was once a little child,
And he came to us to show
The way to his pure life above
From our sinful life below,
‘We must be and do and love like him,
Be kind; bad companions shun;
He'll bring us all to his heavenly home
When our life work here is done.
—Selected.

How to be Saved

A GREAT many people die every year by being caught in
burning buildings, others by falling into the water and drown-
ing, and others by some disease. Many others are saved from
death in these various ways by following certain directions,
or by thie help of others.

We all know that if some children find themselves in a
building that is all on fire, they should not sit idly dreaming,
nor should they dance sbout, sereaming and wringing their
hands. Ifaboy gets into deep water where he cannot swim,
and at once ‘gives up and makes no effort and no outery, he
will drown, If he is very sick and refuses to take the itreat-
ment or medicine or have anything done for him, he will die.

Now we are all threatened with a worge death than burn-
ing or drowning or disease. Because we have sinned, we
are condemned to eternal death. How terrible it is to stand
idly by, refusing to do anything—to take the remedy or fol-
low the directions the Lord has provided to save us. We
were each like a person shut up in a burning building, or
drowning in the ocean, or dying of some dreadful disease.
But Jesus laved us so much that he came down to this world
and suffered and died so as to provide a way for us to be
gaved from sin and have eternal life. Surely we shall be in-
terested in the Bihle study which tells us just how to be saved.

Bring Yourself First

A MINISTER preached one Sabbath on the subject of bring-
ing others to Christ. His little girl told him she liked the
sefmon very much. He asked her, *“Whom, then, do youex-
peet to bring to Jesus? > Her answer was, ‘I think I will
bring myself first.”’

TrE Missionary Volunteer Society should be a training
school. It should train some to be leaders, .secretaries,
speakers, and all fo he givers and workers,
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Bible Study

1. W must stody God’s Word, for that is where we find
the directions. John 5: 39. :

2. This Word says we must believe first of all that God
loves us and gent his Son to gsave us. John 3: 16,

3. We must hate and give up our sins, because sin will
destroy us. Prov. 28:13.

4. We must pray to the Lord often, because only by getting
help from him can we overcome, Luke18:18, 14; Ps. 91:14, 15.

5. We must try to rescue our friends and companions who
are still unsaved, Luke 14:23.

How to Pray

“ WHEN a boy,”’ said a prominent member of a church,
““I was much helped by Bishop Hamline, who visited a house
where I was. Taking me aside, the bishop said: ‘* When in
trouble, my boy, kneel down and ask God’s help; but never
climb over the fence into the devil’s ground, and then kneel
down and ask help. Pray from God’s side of the fence.”™ Of
that,’’ said he, *“I have thought every day of my life since.”’

Programs for Week Ending January 27

Senjoy

Subject: The First Foreign Missionary (Abraham)

1. Roll call with reports of work.

2, Reading Course Discussion. Give ten minutes for
‘members to tell of helpful and interesting things they are
finding,

3. Talks: The Call, A Missionary Center; The First Mis-
sionary at Work. .

4. Bocial Service. Morning Watch verses that have
helpeq me.

Junior

Subject: The First Great Missionary

1. Review Morning Watch texts,

2, Reports of work,

8. Bible Study: ** Bring a Missionary.’’

4. The Senior program on The First Foreign Missionary
may be adapted for the Juniors, Leaving Home, Worshiping
the True God Among the Heathen, Battle with the Five
Kings, Offering [saac, would be good topics to assign to dif;
ferent ones.

6. What misslonaries have you seen? .

6. Telling Stories. The children may tell stories they
remember of missionaries, or the leader may tell of some
pioneer missionary. (See “The Missionary Dog,”’ in the
Instructor of January 16.)

7. What missionary work can we do the coming week?

Note for the Leaders

We suggest that each topic under No. 3 be assigned to
two persons. Let one present ‘“The Call,’’ as given in the
article, and the other present practical Jessons for us drawn
from God’s call to Abraham. See how many points In Abra-
ham’s experience must be reénacted by many of our young

speople. **A Missionary Center’* and *‘ The First Missionary at

Work ’” may be assigned in the same way. Careful study
should be given to chapters 11 and 12 in “‘Patriarchs and
Prophets,?* .

The Call

4

ABRAHAM opens the long procession of missionaries eov-
ering the period of the last four thousand years, which the
birth of Christ divides inte two equal portions. He was the
first mnan whom God sent forth ag a missionary; the first in
whom he adopted the policy of separating the church from
the world; the first individual whom he admitted to covenant
making with himself. Four hundred years after the flood
the Shemite family of Terah was settled among the Hamitic
tribes of the Persian Gulf. Idolatry had se spread that even
thiz Shemitic family had become infected. Early traditions
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picture the young Abraham as a protester against idelatry
and the worship of the sun, moon, and fire, At thistime the
message of God came to him, *'Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unteo a
land that I will show thee.” It was the first missionary call,
often repeated since to prophet and apostle and medern mis-
gionary by vision or dream, or startling providence, or the
gtill small voice. The call has always been the same, to
“got out’ from home, to ““come’ to the land of God’'s
choosing, to ““go” to the people whoery for help, to ““leave *’
kindred and all things ‘“for My sake, and the gospel's.””
The family consisted of the father, Terah, and three boys,
Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Nahor remained behind, and
Haran died, leaving a son, Lot. Abram set out with Sarai,
his wife, Terah, his father, and Lot, his nephew. They fol-
lowed up the valley of the river four bundred miles, and there
gtopped for a time, naming the settiement Haran, in mem-
ory of the dead brother, —Adapted from *‘ Short History of
Christinn Missions.”

““Here Abraham remained till the death of Terah. But
from his father’s grave the divine voice bade him go for-
ward.”” ‘It was no light test that was thus brought upen
Abraham, no small sacrifice that wag required of him.
There were strong ties to bind him to his country, his kin-
dred, and hig home, But he did not hesitate to obey the eall.
He had no question te ask eoncerning the Land of Promise—
whether the soii was fertile, and the climate healthful;
whether the country offered agreeable surroundings, and
would afford opportunities for amassing wealth. God had
spoken, and his servant must obey; the happiest place on
earth for him was where God would have him to be.

“Many are still tested as was Abraham. They do not
hear the voice of God speaking directly from the heavens,

but he ealls them by the teachings of his Werd andtheevents |

of his providence, They may be required to abandon 2 ca-
reer that promises wealth and honor, to leave congenial and
profitable assoclations, and separate from kindred, to enter
upon what appears to be only a path of self-denial, hardship,
and sacrifice. God has a work for them to do; but a life of
ease and the influence of friends and kindred would hinder
the development of the very traits essential for its accom-
plishment. Who is ready at the call of Providence
to renounce cherished plans and familiar associations? Who
will accept new duties and enter untried fields, doing God’s
work with firm and willing heart, for Christ’s sake counting
his losses gain? He who will do this has the faith of Abra-
ham, and will share with him that ‘far more exceeding and
sternal weight of glory,” with which ‘the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy tobe compared. "' —* Patriarchs
and Prophets.”’

A Migsionary Center

GoD’s plan and his wisdom are strikingly displayed in the
particular locality to which he called his servant Abraham,
¢ Palestine became the first and greatest missionary center
of the race, for the two thousand years from Abraham to
Christ. In geographical pesition it is without a rival. It
touches Africa on one side, Europe on another, and Asia on
another. It is the chief gate between Bast and West, South
and North. Flanked by the only other centers of world-
wide empire which the history of civilization commemorates,
Alexandria and Constantinople, it commands them bath.
What western Syria was to the earliest civilization, stand-
ing between the Buphrates and the Nile'on one side and the
Bosporus on the other, it is still, netwithstanding the barren
hoof of the Moslem. (lose to Hebron, its southern hollow is
the object of the ambition of the world powers of the pres-
ent day, and is siill the greatest missionary and military and
commercial route to the far East from which, Abraham
came.”’

Centuries later the Lord said of the city established inthe
midst of Canaan, ‘‘Thus saith the Lord God; This is Jerusa-
lem: I have set it in the midst of the natiens and countries

~
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that are round about her.’”” Eze. 5:5. The wonderful stra-
tegic importance of this cenfer is strikingly illustrated by
the experience on the day of Pentecost. Acts 2.5, 9-11,
The Lord sent his first great missionary to pregmpt this
stratepic center, so that the greatest possible advantage
might be secured to scatter the knowledge of the true God
throughout the world.

The First Missionary at Work

“THE book of (Genesis gshows us Abraham, not only as a
missionary wanderer, as a passive example, and as a type
of the Highest, but as discharging active missionary func-
tions with alove, a zeal, and a boldness second only to those
of .Christ himself.’— ¢ Short History of Christion Missions.”

“‘The place wheve they first tarried was Shechem. Un-
der the shade of the caks of Moreh, in a wide, grassy valley,
with its olive groves and gushing springs, between Mt. Ebal
on the one side and Mt. Gerizim on the other, Abrahammade
his encampment. It was a fsir and goodly country that the
patriarch had entered. But to the worshiper of
Jehovah, a heavy shadow rested upon wooded hill and fruit-
fulplain, In the groves were set up the altars of
falge gods, and human sacrifices were offered upon the neigh-
boring heights, While he clung to the divine promise, it wag
not without distressful forebodings that he pitchedhis tent.”’
— ¢ Patrigrehs and Prophets.”

His Altars of Prayer

“ Aphraham, ‘the friend of God,” set.usa worthy example.
His was a life of prayer. Wherever he pitched his tent,
close beside it was set up his altar, calling all within his en-

_eampment to the morning and evening sacrifice. When his
tent was removed, the altar remained. In following years,
there were those among the roving Cansanites who received
instruction from Abraham; and whenever one of these came
to that altar, he knew who had been there before him; and
when he had pitched his tent, he repaired the altar, and theve
worshipad the living. God. "’ —Id.

His Tutercession

““ While sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day on
the plains of Mamre, Abraham was visited by three angels.
‘And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing
which 1 do; seeing that Abraham shall surely become agreat
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed in him?’ The time had come for the destruction of
the impenitent heathen of the vale of Siddim. Not because
the nephew, Lot, was there, a merely passive protester
against the very grievous sin of Sedom, not from putely
humgn pity, but as a divinely encouraged mediator, as cove-
nanter for the salvationof all of every race who should believe,
and specially charged with the land of which Siddim was the
fairest portion, Abraham appealed perscnally to the cove-
nant God for mercy that the worst of all heathen might ve-
pent, if only fifty, or forty-five, or forty, or thirty, o twenty,
or ten righteous were found in Sedom. Failing ten,
even yet Abraham did not abandon hope, for be ‘gatupearly
in the morning to the place where he stoed before the Lord:
and he looked and, lo, the smoke of the eountry
wentup a8 the smoke of a furnace;” snd God remembered
Abrahamby sparing Lot. The history of missions begins well
with the sixfold wrestling of Abraham for the vilest and
most hopéless ginners to whom missionaries have ever been
sent. "’—Adapted from °‘ Shori History of Christion Mis-
sions.”’

His Training School

“ Abrgham’s household comprised more than a thousand
souls. Those who were led by his teachings to worship the
one God, found a home in his encampment; and here, as in a
school; they received such ingtruction as would prepare them
to be representatives of the true faith. Thus & great re-
sponsibility rested upon him. He was training heads of

families, and his methods of government would be carried
out in the households over whmh they should preside.’’
— ‘¢ Pairiarehs and Prophets.”

Christ’s Representative

Miss HAVERGAL tells of going into a boarding school as a
pupil, just after she had confessed Christ. She was startled
to find that in aschool family of a hundred she was the only
Christian. Her first feeling was that she could not avow
her léve for Christ with ail that company of worldly girls
about her; but her second thought was that she could not
but avow it since she was the only one Christ had there to
represent him, This thought was most strengthening, and
from that hour she quietly took her place as a friend of
Christ, It ought to help us whenever we stand amid ene-
mies of Christ, to remember that he has put us there to
represent him, and that if we are ashamed or afraid, we
shall be sadly failing and disappointing him.

Being a Missionary

1. WHAT is a missionary?—One who is sent on a mission,

2. What was Jesus’ mission to this world? Luke 19:10;
Aets 10128,

3. Did he have tnne to help the children and young peo-
ple? Mark 10:13, 14,

4, To how many of his childven has he given a mission or
work to do? Mark 13:34.

5. What are some of the things he wants us to do?
6:1, 2; Matt, 25:36, 36.

6. What other things can you think of that he expects
you to do? '

Eph.

Senior Society Leaders

THERE are three things which are very essential to success-
ful leadership: First, the leader should really appreciate
the love and goodnesg of the Lord in honoring him with so

‘sacred a responsibility, looking upon it as a delightful service,

never a8 a burden. Second, he should resolve that, with
God’s help, the society shall make real progress during his
administration. Third, he should determine to put forth
unceasing efforts to make it 8 model society. His aim
should be;—
“Good, better, best,

Never let it rest,

Till your good.is better,

And your better, best.”

~ Ancther great secret of leadership is the art of securing
perfect cosperation. We have all stood in a circle with
clasped hands while the electric current was turned on. It
thrilled round the cirele through every person ag long as all
joined hands, but with one broken grasp, the ecurrent stopped.
Gideon furnishes us an extraordinary illustration of good
leadership. He gave explicit instruction to his little band
of men, ‘‘Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I
come to the outside of the eamp, it shall be that, as I de, so
shall ye do.”” Success is sure to come to the leader who is
a consistent example of his own teaching. Gideon’sinstruc-
tion was not, As 1 say, but, ‘‘As I do, so shall ye do.”

The real test of a successful society is soul-winning. Do
you want yours to be & soul-winning society? Then Gideon's
motto is a good ope for you, Mr. Torrey and Mr. Alexander
have toured the worldin great evangelistic campaigns. They
declare their suceess in soul-winning dates from the time
they heard and adopted Mr. Moody’s motto, never to let a
day pass without speaking to at.least one person about his
salvation,

Frequent use is made in the Testimonies of the word
“*army,’’ in speaking of our young people. ‘*With such an
army of workers ag our youth rightly trained might furnish, ”’
““The Lord will have a well-trained army,”’ etec. What an
honor it is to be called of God to help in training this last’
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army of recruits for our King! There are in a2 regular army,
companies, battalions, regiments, brigades, and divisions,
with officers over each, The principal training is done in the
companies. Are you doing thorough work training your
company? 1If all are trained 28 well as yours, will you be
certain of victory? Some obscure captain may be training
a company of farmer boys in some remote part of the earth;
if he does not do thorongh, faithful work, it may result in
weakness on the great battle front in Europe that will cause
the loss of an empire. How much more important that we
guard against any careless or unfaithful work which might
resultin the loss of a soul.

We cannot emphamze too often the importance of setting
each member to work, It is not enough to get 2 great deal
of work done so long as there are some who do nothing.
Press upon all the seriousness of idleness and lukewarmness.
“If we do but one third of that which we have intrusted
talents to do, the other two thirds are working against
Christ.” “* Testimonies for the Church,”’ Vol. VI, »v.439,

If your society has degenerated into a dry form that has
no life or interest, you must do something. Get some one to
join you in real, earnest praying. Never rest till the divine
power has kindled a holy enthusiasm in your society. In
Siberia the milkmen sometimes deliver the milk in chunks
instead of in quarts. Itis frozen solid, and is thus carried
to the customers. Do not be satisfied with a program that
has to be thawed out before it can be digested.

Last, but not least, do not become impatient or discouraged
if you are unable to accomplish all you desire at onee. ‘‘As
the world’s redeemer, Christ was constantly confronted with
apparent failure.”’—Id,, p. 307. By prayertul, patient, per-
severing effort you can accomplish much.

MEsDE MACGUIRE.

Junior Society Leaders

ProBABLY no class of leaders in our ranks has greater
advantages for doing successful work than the leaders of
Junior Missionary Volunteer Societies. This applies espe-
eially to churchschoolteachers who constitute agreat major-
ity of Junior Soclety leaders. If our youth growinto young
manhood and womanhood with a clear vision of the impor-
tance and possibilities of the Missionary Volunteer movement,
it will be to a great extent because of faithful work on the
part of church school teachers and other Junior leaders, Im-
portant as the Spirit of prophecy represents this organized
movetnent to be, it is mmfortunate indeed that there are still
2 few teachers who feel that they ean conduct a church school
without a Missionary Volunteer SBociety, that there are
ghurches with a good company of Juniors with no one willing
or eapable to lead out in this work. Probably none of us are
sufficiently awake to the great importance of carmest, sys-
tematic, persevering work for every Junior.

It is said that when Xavier was making his great mission-
ary tour of Asia, his labors were intensely exhausting, and
his hours of sleep few and uncertain. Yet he took his broken
rest under this standing order to his attendant: “*If a child
calls to see me, wake me.”’ Succeeding centuries attest the
suceess of the man who could not sleep 'when a child wished
to see him. This is the vision and the spirit we need in our
Junior work.

We look forward eagerly to the time when we shall have
more helpsfor Junior leaders, but these helps must be wrought
out largely in the experience and effort of those now at work.
Would it not be well at the beginning of theyear for the lead-
ers to study Missionary Volunteer Leaflet No. b2 carefully
again to see if they are availing themselves of what help has
been provided? There are two mistakes which must espe-
cially be guarded against in the Junior work.

Assaming Too Much
1t is doubtless understood that in most cases officers
should be chosen from among the youth. The object of the
society will be defeated if the teacher or older person in
charge does too much ip arranging details, not giving the
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children the fullest opportunity for development under the
sense of responsibility. This applies to assigning, preparing,
and rendering programs, conducting prayer bands, meetings
for the transaction of business, and for planning and report-
ing missionary work, ete. It is in actually doing these things
that they develop into experienced workers for the Lord.

Assuming Too Little

On the other hand, there is serious danger in leaving these
matters in the hands of youth, without wise, careful super-
vision, In the matter ()f electing officers, it fs proper for the
teacher to appoint two or more youth to act with hér as a
nominating committee. If left entirely to the children, very
foolish choices might be made. The teacher should also be a
member of the program committee, and always be present to
advize and counsel in the assignment of programs. 8he
should attend the meetings of the different prayer bands.
As a rule there will be but two, — one of the boys, and one
of the girls,— and here is where the teacher can accomplish
much in revealing the way to a Teal, personal acquaintance
with Jesus. Even more emphatically we would say she should
personally supervise whatever missionary work is carried on
In a public way; that is, the distribution of literature, solicit-
ing for missions, or any such work,

Reaching the Goal

Some leaders manifest more enthusiasm over gome new
plan or enterprise which they have invented than over thereg-
ular plans adopted by the Department. Thisis not wise leader-
ship, for we can always accomplish far more when we work
unitedly and harmoniously than when pursuing an independ-
ent course. We do not mean by this that we are never to
diverge from a particular set outline; but so long as the Mis-
sionary Volunteer Department has set before us certain plans
and objects as a goal, all should push these things rather
than drop them and take up something else, Efficiency of
leaders will be shown by their ability and ingenuity in devis-
ing new and interesting ways of maintaining the enthusiasm
of the youth till the goal is reached.

The supreme aim of the society should be the sound con-
version of every youth. 1t means much to them to be taught
to engage in prayer and personal werk in a guiet, unobtru-
sive way.

Untiring efforts should be put forth to encourage the ob-
gservance of the Morning Watch,

Usually the leader has little difficulty in reaching the
Reading Course Goal by reading the books for general exer-
ciges, and then having the members write the reviews.

Some leaders may not have discovered how readily Juniors
can be induced to read the Bible through if they have proper
encouragement. One teacher with a large roomful of bright
pupils testified that this had largely settled her problems of
order and discipline. The children were so enthusiastic over
reading the Bible through that as soon as a lesson waslearned,

. out came the Bibles, and there was no time nor disposition

for mischief.

* Two points should especially be aimed at in the financial
plans,—first, 10 teach the youth. economy and self-denial,
and second, to suggest ways of earning money for the Lord
by their own efforts.

We are very desirous of helping in the Junior work, and
earnestly urge the leaders to write the Department of their
experiences and of plans and methods which they have used
succegs fully, MEADE MACGUIRE.

THERE are many evidences that our young people are
willing to support the cause with their means. At the Sas-
katchewan camp meeting the young people were agked to

- give money for their financial Goal, which is $165. In a few

minutes they contributed $310.

SURELY every society should set 2 Goal. . A society in one
of the Bastern conferences hds set for itself a Reading
Course Goal, having definitely planned to secure twenty
Reading Course certificates.

-
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SOME weeks ago the people all over the United States
were very much interested in the returns from the Presiden-
tial election. Some people got very nervous. There were
those who watched the returns without sleeping for three
days. Just now the leaders of our Missionary Volunteer
work are getting anxioug to read the retarns from our North
American Division Missionary Volunteer Societies, What
has the record been? Wili not every secretary do her duty
by sending in the fourth quarter’s report promptly? The
Lord has pronounced a blessing on those who are faithful
over a few things.

Missionary Volunteer Programs for
Advanced Schools
For Week Ending January 6

Subject: Great Fvents of 1916, and Their Meaning.

An excellent subject for Adventist students. See ouiline
and material for regular program. Seck material in maga-
zines and war books if desired. The Literary Digest of
July 81, 1915, and July 29, 1916, each had a summary of a
year of the war. The issue of April 8, 1916, had excellent
war maps, '‘The World’s Crisis,”” ‘‘Armageddon,” ‘‘The
Vatican and the Way,”” the Present Truth Series of the
Review, and our magazines, the Signs and Watchman, will
be found helpful, ]

Do not forget the monthly review of missions, which
should be given at the first meeting in each month, The
mempers of the Foreign Mission Band may well be assighed
this part of the program.

For Week Ending January 13

Subject: Greot Bible Commentalors

The history of Bible study is of interest to every Christian
student. A study of the great Bible commentators and
their work should contribute to our knowledge of the prinei-
ples of Bible interpretation, and give us helpful suggestions
on the best methods of Rible study.

Some of the great names in the list of Bible ecommenta-
tors are as follows :—
Early Period,

Qrigen (203-254 A. ».). '
Chrysostom (347-4{)30. “The prince of commentators
hat.

ER

among the Fathers.” —
Scholgstic Period.

Nicolas de Lyra (1270-1840).
Reformation Period. )

Calvin {1509-1564). ‘‘Caivin’s supreme excellence as a
ecommentator is disputed by no one.”’ —James Orr.
Eighteenth Century.

Matthew Henry (died 1714). ‘‘Henry’s ‘Exposition of
the Old and New Testaments’ easily holds the first place
among devotional commentaries for its blending of good
sefise, quaintness, original and felicitous remark, and
genhuine insight into the meaning of the sacred writers,”—

Adam Clarke {1762-1832). “*Marred to some extent by
eccentricities of opinion.’’— 0w,

Bengel (died 1761}, ‘*His scholarship was exact, his
judgment sound, his critical skill remarkable, in a fieid in
Which he was a pioneer.” —Orr,
Modern Period,

Ewald (died 1875),

J. P. Lange {(died 1884),

Albert Barnes (died 1871). ‘‘Thess notes, ., . . —sen-
sible apd informatory, rather than originrl or profound,

~
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they proved helpful to many. Over 1,000,000 copies are
stated to have been sold. " —Oryr.

Dean Aliord (died 1871). .

J. B. Lightfoot (died 1889), ‘‘A large part of the
value of Lightfoot’s works consists in the special essays or
disgertations on important subjects embodied in them (e. %l,,
‘3t. Paul and the Three,” *‘The Christian Ministry,” ‘The
Coleosian Hereay,’ efe.)’’ —Orr.

These are only a few of the many nameg that might be
considered with profit, yet these may be more than there
will be time to consider. In these days of specialization, no
one attempts to write a commentary on the whole Bible.
There have, however, appeared several genersl commen-
taries to which many writers contributed. If thought best
a brief statement can be made econcerning some of these,
making clear the school of thought to which they belong
their strong and weak points, The following are some of
those published in English: —

The Speaker’s Commentary {10 Vois., 1871-82)., Edited by
Canon F, C. Cook (died 1859).

The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges (1877 ff.).
Edited by Bishop Perowne {(died 1804).

A New Testament Commentary for English Readers (3
Vols.,, 1877-84). Bishop Ellicott.

An Old Testament Commentary for English Readers (6
Vols.). Bishop Ellicott. - - ‘

Popular Commentary on the New Testament (4 Vols,,
1879-83). Edited by Dr. W. Schaff, .

The Pulpit Commentary (49 Vols., 1880 ff.}. Edited by
J. 8. Exell and Canon H., D. M. Spence.

International Critical Commentary (16 Vols., published).
Edited by Drs. Driver, Plutnmer, and Bri%gs.

Commentary on the Holy Blble (1 Vol.). Edited by
J. R. Dummelow. .o

Tt would be well to have some one take the fopie, ‘‘How
shall commentaries be used, and which are the best?”
See leaflet by Sunday School Tiémes sent to leaders, €. H.

Spurgeon considers the use and abuse of commentaries In

his ““Commenting and Commentaries.””

There is a good article on *‘Commentaries’’ in the Inter-
national Standard Bible Encyclopedia, by James Orr, Some-
thing on the various men mentioned can be found in church
histories and general works of reference. The Bible or
history teachers will be able to help in the preparation of
this program. An Advanced Bible class might well be
asked to render the program. Do not attempt too much.

For Week Ending Januvary 20

Subject: Greot Modern Predchers.

It is well for the workers in any line to know the history
of their profession. As workers we need to know some-
thing of the great men and women of the Christian church.
The class in Pastoral Training, with the help of their
teacher, ought to bé able to present a very interesting pro-
gram on this subject. There have been mighty heralds of
the gospel to whom we owe much. The following iz a sug-
gestive list for consideration :— -

1. Jonathan Edwards, ‘‘the most eminent American
preacher of his age.”’
Thomas Chalmers.
. Charles H, Spurgeon.
. Alexander Maclaren.
. Joseph Parlker.

Geor%e Campbell Morgan,

. Charles Grandison Finney,
. Horace Bushnell,

9. Henry Ward Beecher, “‘perhaps the most famous of
American preachers,

10. Phillips Brooks.

11. Newell Dwight Hillis.

12. D. L. Moody.

13. A. J. Gordon.

14. John A. Broadus.

Not all these, of course, can be considered. A long arti-
cle in ““The new Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious
Knowledge,”’ on the history of preaching, gives the names
of many modern preachers. There is also a separate arti-
cle on each of the above men in this encyclopedia. Nearly
every library will have some books on the history of preach-
ing, and biographies of some of these men.

i;ay special emphasis on the men who achieved 1ar%e
resuits in soul-winning, such as Finney, and point out the
source of their power.

For Week Ending January 27

WA ¢ po

Each society prepares its own program. Plan your local
missionary work, or present some subject which seems to be
rovided for in ithe
programs for Advanced Schools as outlined in the September
GAZETTE.
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