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Calendar

June ,
2. Medical Day.
9, Foreign Mission Service,
16, Lesson 41,
, Home Mission Serviee.
. Quarterly Meeting.

July

7. Lesson 42.
14, Foreign Mission Service; Midsummer Offering.
21. Lesson 43, :

28, Home Mission Service.

Lessons to Be Used by Church Elders

Lesson 41
Announcements.
Hymn.
Responsive Reading: Romans 12,
Prayer.
Hymn. .
Lesson: Giving.
Giving
. We are bought with a price. 1 Cor. 6:19, 20
. Jesus gave all to save us, 2 Cor. 8: 9.

. It will take all to buy the field. Matt. 13:44-48.
. We must forsake all. Luke 14:26-33.
. We should lay up treasure in heaven. Lulke 12: 33-8T,
. Warning against covetousness. Luke 12:15-2L.
. Many have robbed the Lord in offerings. Mal. 8:8.
. The promised blessing to those who bring in faithful
tithes and offerings. Verses 10, 11.

9. The Lord owns all. Ps. 24:1; Deut. 10:14,

10. When we give, we only return to the Lord his own.
1 Chron. 29:10-16.

NoOTE.—“There is a burden upon my soul in regard to the
degtitute mission fields, There is aggressive work to be done
in the missions near you; in the Southern field, which has
been sadly neglected. There is great nced of funds to
advance tge work in foreign fields. Our foreign missiong
.are languishing. The missionaries are not sustained as God

- requires they should be. For want of funds, workers are
not able to enter new fields.”’

¢« All around us souls are perishing in their sins. Buthow
few are really burdened over the matter! The world is perish-
ing in its misery, but this hardly moves even those who claim
to believe the highest and most far-reaching truth ever given
to mortals. There is a lack of that love which led Christ to
deave his heavenly home, and take man’s nature, that hu-
manity might touch humanity, and draw humanity to divinity.
"There is a stupor, a paralysis, upon the people of God, which
keeps them from understanding what is needed for this
time,” —Special Testimony. .

. Church Clerks, Notice

IF you are a church clerk, this is written for you. Kindly
read it, and follow its instruction in sending your report.

The North American Division Conference, in order to se-
cure each quarter a report of the progress and growth of
the work throughout the field, has adopted the system of
quarterly reports. We are spending many thousands of dol-
qars in the various lines of work, and once each quarter is
none too often to have a report completed, so that what is
‘heing done can be known.
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Each church clerk is expected to send in a report once
each quarter. The report is to be sent to the local conference
office not later than the fifteenth of the month following the
close of the quarter; that is, January 15, April 15, July 15, and
Oclober 15. This is plain and elear and cannot be misunder-
stood. In order for the Division quarterly report to be of real
value it is necessary for each ¢lerk to send a report from his
chureh, and to send it on time, so thatit will not delay the publi-
cation of the entire quarterly report. Asaelerk, it is your busi-
ness to attend to this matter promptly. Itisa poor excuseto
say you were bugy or forgot it. Two weeks affords you ample
time to fill in the blank, and forward to your conference of-
fice. The blanks you have in your possession are very clear,
and vou should see that each item is filled in accurately and
on time. If you cannot remember to fill out the blank and
send it, or if you are really so busy that you cannot possibly
attend to the business, you should resign andlet some one take '
the work who has a better memory, or who has time to do
something for the Lord as important as this.

Another point I want to speak of especially is the report-
ing of your church membership. So long as one’s name is
allowed to remain on the chureh book, he is a member of the
church, and should be reported. You haveno authority dele-
gated to you to have an ‘‘active’’ and a ‘‘retired’”” list,
Until the church takes action and drops the names, the
persons are members, and should be reported as such each
quarter. If members have been added during the quarter
and none dropped, your membership has been inoreased by
the number added, and your report should indieateit. If the
church has by vote dropped names from the books, either by
granting letters to other churches or by disfellowshiping
members, your report should show this, If any have died,
that also would reduce your membership. In short, your
report should show how many have been voted in, and how
many have, by vote or death, been dropped, during the
quarter,

Your report is not correct unless it states just this. 1
know some say, ‘‘But there are names on our books that
ought not to be there, —names of those from whom we do not
hear. Then let the proper step be taken, in counsel with
your conference officers or some ordained minister, to have
them taken off. Butuntil this stepis taken, youshould report
them as members. As clerk you have no right to leave
them off. -

I appeal to all church clerks for prompt and accurate re-
ports, not only in reference to the membership, hut on all
other items called for on the quarterly blank. This will be
greatly appreciated, and will materially help the work. Your
next report should be mailed not later than July 15.

G. B. THOMPSON,
Sec. North American Div. Conf.
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The Health and Temperance Program

SABBATH, June 2, has been set apart by the North Ameri-
can Divigsion Conference as Health and Temperance Day.
A prograin has been prepared by the Medical Depariment,
containing readings on the opportunity before us for medi-
cal missionary work. These readings will be sent to the
church elders before the day appointed, and we trust that
an earnest endeavor will be put forth at this partieular time
to enlist the interest and support of every church member
in carrying forward this heaven-appointed work.

Medical missionary work has been a great aid to our
denomination in opening up evangelical work in difficult
mission fields, and in teaching our members rational methods
of treatment for disease. It has been the meansof enlisting
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the sympathies of thousands in the world who believe in the
practical side of Christianity, in a religion that works; and
it has overeome prejudice against our peoplein almost every
place where the principles of health reform have been car-
ried out in a practieal way,—where the rational treatment
of the sick has been practiced, and Christian help work for
needy and suffering neighbors has been done.

If ever there was a time when the healthand temperance
work should be fostered and made use of by this people, it
is now, in the closing days of this message, when our very
liberties are threatened, and when in many places there is
less freedom to proclaim the message.

God has for years kept his ehurch in the forefront in the
advoeaey of Christian principles, and we belleve it still
retains the leadership in the world in the rational treatment
of disease, He is bringing great prosperity to our megdical
institutions, and is blessing the efforts of our medical mis-
sionaries everywhere. But the time has come wher this
work eannot be confined to sanitariums or dispensaries, or
to a few who are qualified by diplomas and speeial licenses
to treat and eare for the sick. Our whole church member-
ship must engage actively in Christian help work, in good
Samaritan work, as found in the tenth chapter of Luke.
The command to our c¢hurch is still in force, ‘*Go, and do
thou likewise;’’ bind up the wounds, administer to the sick
and afflieted.

We hope that all cur church elders will make an earnest
effort to arrange for the medical missionary program on
June 2, and that all our pecple will be aroused to take
greater interest in the care of the sick, and especially of the
sick poor. -

Arrangements have been made with all our institutions for
the relief of the indigent sick through a special donation to be
taken up on Health and Temperanee Day. Could there be,
in every ehureh, a liberality in aceordanee with the prosper-
ity of those who are well, there would be sufficient in the
treasury of every conference for the relief, by means which
God has commanded us, of those who are distressed and in
need of such help.

The care of the siek has always been one of the duties of
theichurch. Every resource for the physieal and spiritual
betterment of humanity should be found there, for God’s
church i3 eomplete, and to the strong is assigned the task
of assisting the weak.

There are many opportunities before those who are will-
ing to engage in the work of visiting the siek and the
afflieted, and of speaking a word of cheer and eomfort to
them. Siekness brings poverty, discouragement, and men-
tal and physical weakness. One suffering from physical
disease cannot endure reverses as can the strong and ener-
getie. Ministration in behalf of the unfortunate should be
regarded as a Christian duty, and one that merits and
will receive the blessing of God,

We seek the hearty codperation of every one in an
endeavor to revive an active interest in the health and tem-
perance moverent, H. W. MiLLeg, M. D,

Some of the Duties of a Church Elder

AN elder should have the same qualifications sugpgested
by Jethro to Moses when he advised that rulers be appoiunted
In Istael: ““Thou shalt provide out of all the people able men,
such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness.’’
Ex, 18:21.

It is well if the one chosen to be an elder is the most able
teacher in the church; but ability alone is not sufficient.
He may be ‘“apt to teach,’’ and not be ** patient,”” 2 Tim.
2:24, He may lack the spirit of gentleness, and be inelined
to lord it over God’s heritage.

If an elder is covetous, he will naturally care for his own
interests to the neglect of the floek. With sueh a shepherd
the floek intrusted to his eare will be a secondary considera-
tion, and as a result will not be eared for properly. There-
fore the lambs, and alsc the sheep, are liable to be in a
negleeted and starving eondition, and may perish. For this

reason it Is essential that an elder be warmed by God's grace
and have an eye single to his glory, that others may receive
spiritual warmth and strength from him.

When a shepherd undertakes to drive his sheep, he is
liable to frighten, distraet, and seatter the flock. Heshould
be watehful that none of the lambs or sheep, by becoming
separated from the fold, are destroyed, as wolves may be
lurking nigh, He should be constantly on guard, that none:
of the floek wander away and are lost.

To be chosen elder of a chureh does not make one either
a preacher or an evangelist. Men are chosen to labor in.
word and doectrine beeause they are considered able expo--
nents of the Word of God. A loecal church elder is chosen:
to care for and nurse the flock., It is true that some set
apart to do that work can occasionally speak acceptably.

But often men who are selected to serve in that eapacity
seem to think that they have been chosen to preach, and
almost every Sabbath day they oeccupy the pulpit. Itistrue
that one may speak to the edification of the people, but the
public labors of another may prove so distasteful that the
congregation may constder such efforts a punishment rather
than a dispensation of divine prace.

The suceessful church elder is the one who organizes the
people and sets them to work, It is well to have different
members of the congregation prepare and present some-
thing on the Sabbath and at the prayer meeting or other
serviees. ‘‘Variety is the spiee of life.”” This also tends
to develop others to bear respounsibility, and thus strength~
ens not only them, but the ehurch. E. T. RUSSELL,

Notice to Church Elders and Others

DuriNG the year 1906 the United States Bureau of the
Cengus seeured information regarding the work, member-
ship, teaching, ete., of the various denominations in this
country. The result of this census of religious bodies was
the publieation of a two-volume report, which hassince been
used as an authoritative statement of the various religious
bodies in this ecountry. This information was collected by
the government direet from those in charge of the churehes,
so that the information was obtained, as far as possible,
from original, first-hand sourees, and not from any reports
made up by the various denominations. -

The Cengus Bureau is again seeuring returns for another
report, and as in the former ecases, is sending requests to.
those in echarge of the various loeal eongregations. The
bureau has recently sent requests to the officers of all our
ehurches in this eountry. Any elder or other officer receiv-
ing a request from the Census Bureau of the Department of
Commerce, should at once comply in furnishing the informa-
tion requested. Prompt and eomplete returns will enable the
department to eompile aceurate data respeeting the work of
this denomination.

In addition to the information secured by the department
from our church elders, there will be furnished a general
statement respecting our organization, work, and teaching;.
also a statement as to funds for home and foreigh mis-
sions and other purposes, so that when the full report.
is published, it will aceurately represent the work of the
denomination. This report, when published, will be used as.
an authority by all persons wishing to investigate the work
of any religious denomination in the United States,

‘Prompt complianee on the part of various church of--
fieers to whom these requests have recently been sent, will.
therefore be. proper, and will enable the government to
secure the data neeessary for the publiecation of complete-
and accurate reports respecting our work,

H. E. ROGERS,
- Statistical Secretary.

CuLTivarE restfulness, and ecommit the keeping of your-
souls unto God as'unto a faithful Creator. He will keep that.
which is committed to his trust. He is not pleased to have
us eover his altar with our tears and eomplaints, — ¢ Testi-
montes for the Church,” Vol, IX, p. 136,
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BHome Misgionary Bepartment

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath
Home Missionary Service

(To be held June 23)

Opening Song: ““ Hymns and Tunes,”” No, 136; <*Christin
Song,”” No. 164
Prayer.
N Sgi]ég: “* Hyrnng and Tunes,”” No. 833; ““Christ in Song,’’
0. 716.
Bible study: Character of Workers,
Reports from the Leaders of —
The Bible Workers’ Band.
The Literature Band or Bands.
The Christian Help Bands,
The Missionary Correspondence Band.
The Foreign Work Band.
The Miszionary Volunteer Society.
Each report should be followed by experiences from the
members of the band.
General Beport by the Church Missionary Secretary.
Offering for Literature Fund,
. Closing Song: ‘* Hymns and Tunes,’’ No. 1326; or ** Christ
m Song,’” No. b47.
Benediction.

,Note to the Leaders

This can be made 'a very interesting meeting. The Bible
study will introduce the subject, and should be followed by
short, but interesting reports from the different band leaders.
Give them at least 2 week’s notice, more if possible, to get
interesting facts together and to arrange with the members
of their bands to follow with the experiences they have had.
The order in which the bands are called may be changed, if
thought best. The leader should, in a very few words, call
attention to the encouraging features of the different reports.
After the missionary secretary’s report, an invitation should
be given to all who are not already working, to connect
with one of the bands.

Character of Workers .

. What are we? 2 Cor. 5:20. :

As ambagsadors what should we speak? Titus 2:1.
What should we show ourselveg? Titus 2:7, 8.

. What ghould we be? Matt. 10:16.

‘What must the servant of the Lord not do? 2 Tim.
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. What is the promise to such workers? Ps. 126:6.

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
First Week

Opening Exercizes: Song; Minutes; Prayer; Scng.
Lesson: Christ’s Purposes for His Followers.
_Reports of Labor.

Plans for Work,

Closing Song.

Note to the Leaders

Write cut the texts and the questions on slips of paper,
and hand these out among the members before the opening
of the meeting, or if pessible, the week before. The slips
should be numbered, and the members instructed to watch
the numbers in order to know when their turn comes. One
will ask the question, and the other give the reply. The
leader, or the one in charge of the study, should stand by
the blackboard and write down the keynote of each text in
colored chalk. TFor instance, after John 8:12 has been read,
write, *‘1 am the light.’* After Matt. 5:14 has been read,
write, “‘Ye are the light,”’ and g0 on, When the questions
have been asked and the answers given, call attention to
the bla¢kboard, and review the study. This will take but a
rriomegl’t, and will help to fix the lesson ‘‘as anail in a sure
place.

Christ’s Purposes for His Followers

1. WHAT relation does Christ sustain to the worid? John
8:12,

2. What relation does he say his people sustain to the
world? Matt, 6:14. ) .

3. From what source do Christians receive their light?
John 1:4, 9; 12:46.

4. What relation dees God the Father sustain to all lights
in the world? 1 John 1:5; James 1:17; 2 Cor. 4:6.

5. What are we to do with the light God gives us? and
how are we to let it shine to others? Matt. 5:16; Phil.
2:13-18, )

6. Whose life is to be manifested in those who have faith
in Christ? 2 Cor. 3:18 (compare Revised Version, *‘‘behold-
ing’’ and “‘reflecting’”).

7. What relation do” Christians sustain to God and the
world? 1Isa. 44:3, 4, 8. .

8. What is one special design of the life of God’s people
upon the earth? 1 Peter 2:9-12, 15.

9. What is the object in_view in creating men anew in
Christ Jesus? Eph. 2:10.

10. What did Christ say he had done while he lived on
the earth? John 17:4,

11. What should be the influence of our lives on the people,
and how will God regard us? 2 Cor. 2:14-16; 2 Thess.
1:11, 12,

et

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings

Second Week

g Opening FExercises: Song; Season of Prayers; Minutes;
ong.

Lesson: Christian Help Work.

Reports of Labor.

Plans for Work.

Closing Song.

Note 1o the Leaders

Select four of your best readers. Have one read the first
part of the article. When he has finished reading, ask a few
pointed questions. Tell the memhers that you are going to
ask questions, and this will stimulate their desire to listen
carefully. This affords an excellent opportunity for organ-
izing a class for giving instruction in how to give simple
treatments, Have the next oneread the partentitled ‘*Work
for the Blind.”” Then call for brief suggestions from one or
two of your members who have worked for the blind. Names
and addresses of any blind persons living in the vicinity of
the church should be obtained and handed to the church mis-
siohary gecretary.

After the part entitied “‘Temperance’’ has béen read,
call for volunteers to circulate ten copies each of the Tem-
perance Instructor during the coming week. If your church
does not have a temperance committee, now is the time to
organize one.

Your fourth reader now comes on the stage of action, and
this reading opens up innumerable avenues for service. A
““pathering-up committee” might be organized to good
advantage in connection with the Dorcas work., This meet-
ing can be made both interesting and profitable, and also
productive of greater and larger activities among your church
members. There iz always room to grow.

Christian Help Work

THE poor, the sick, the blind, the discouraged, the dis-
consolate, are ever about us, and in thege lie great possibili-
ties. The impression that many have of the religion of
Seventh-day Adventists is that it is a negative religion,
gloomy, pessimistie, and full of ** don’ts.”” The Home Mis-
sionary Department supplies a long-felt need, and through
Christian help work brings to view the hopeful, heipful,
cheerful side of thiz message.

Every church member should have a working knowledge
of first-aid methods; should know how to give a hot foot
bath, what to do for earache or headache, and how to dress
a minor wound. In fact, every chureh member should be &
home missionary, and every home missionary should be, as
was Christ, a medical missionary. A prominent worldly
physician once said that if he could always have a good
Christian Seventh-day Adventist, with sound sense and a
practical knowledge of hydrotherapy, to look after his
patients, he would make few calls for trained nurses.
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In visiting hospitals and other institutions, never trans-
gress the established rules. Do not be obtrusive if other vis-
itors are calling on a patient. If you are to make frequent
vigits to the wards of the hospitals, do not take literature
the first time, but if possible, take flowers. Speak to the
nurse in charge, and tell her that you have come to distrib-
ute a few flowers. Be pleasant to her, and win her confi-
dence. If she is busy, do not unhecessarily detain her.
Select one of the prettiest flowers and give it to her. Ask
her permission to visit her ward. Win your way; do not
force it. On your next visit, the Temperance Instructor or
some little tract (not doctrinal) would do nicely to distribute
among the patients.

Besides hospitals, there are homes for the aged, orphan-
ages, -and .county homes which should receive attention.
Visit these, and learn something about the conditions, number
of inmates, etc. Tell those in charge that you are interestedin
this work, and want to spend some of your time making life
more pleasant for those who are not so fortunately situated
as you are. Distribute flowers or fruit; ask if it is permis-
gible to read to them for an hour occasionally. ““Christ’s
Object Lessonis ™’ is a good book for the older people. Save
the Litile Friends for the children. The managers of these
different institutions usually have set times for making
clothing and supplies; such as tablecloths, sheets, pillowslips,
and towels. If you can sew, offer a little of your time. You
will broaden your eircle of aequaintances and possibly win
some stars for your crown.

In the county homes, arrange for meetings to be held
with the inmates. Take food and clothing to them. If you
can sing, go sometimes to sing for them. In fact, be a sun-
beam as you go in and out of these places where so little of
the love and warmth and good cheer of a home.are found.
Chrigt in the life is life-giving, and a cross, grim-visaged
countenance belies our profession.

Work for the Blind

Because institutions for the blind are few and scattered,
not many have the privilege of attending them. So our
work is more directly for those who live in our neighborhoods
or walk our city streets. Get aequainted with them, and
inquire if they can read the raised type. If so provide them
with copies of the Christiun Record; a few pennies in their
cups will not be missed by you. Speak to them and be a
friend, and when they have learned to recoghize your voice,
you will be well repaid to see their faces light up with pleas-
ure at your approach. Get a vision of the new earth your-
self, and you will be able to give such a vivid portrayal of it
to those who are blind that they will be glad to know more
about the time when sightless eyes shall be opened and afflic-
tions shall cease.

Temperance

In this work we have an opportunity to show our eolors,
and in every church there should be a committee of keen,

wide-awake representative people who will wateh for an-

nouncements of speakers, special meetings, ete., and attend
all thase with a supply of literature to distribute. Ex-
Govenor Glenn, while speaking in Tampa, Fla., on the sub-
Jjest of nation-wide prohibition, waved the Youth's Instructor
and said, ‘‘This, the Temwperance Instrucior, iz one of the
best magazines, if not the best, on the market for
the cause of temperance.’”” When Santa Barbara, Cal.,
was striving for local option, the State secretary of the Anti-
Saloon League said, ““If all the churches had done as nobly
as the Seventh-day Adventists, defeat would have been
impossible. ™

Caring for the Poor

Misfortune, sickness, and death have brought many to
dire poverty. Food, clothing, and fuel should be provided if
they are needed. The food should be wholesome and substan-
tial, and given with discretion. Never give soiled or torn
garments, but let them be clean and neatly repaired. A
repository should be provided by the church where clothing

can be placed, A committee should be appeinted to gather
up clothing, and other committees to put it into presentable
condition and dispense it as the calls are made.

While supplying the material things, watch for opportu-
nities to offer suggestions about sewing, mending, cooking,
sanitation, and hygiene. Many struggling housewives and
mothers would do better if they only knew how.

In order that this work may be carried on more effectively,
in every church there should be held cooking schools, schools
of health, lectures on sanitation, hygiene, care of babies,
rational treatments, care of the sick, ete.

Lot us do with our might what our hands find to do. .
Flowers on a coffin cast no fragrance backward over the
weary way. So with Christ as our example, the golden rule
for our guide, let us go forward as true home missionaries
and ‘““help somebody today.”’ Mrs. B. M. HEALD.
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Suggestions for Home Missionary Meetings
Third Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer; Minutes; Song.
Lesson: Tract Study—**Is Man Immortal?*’
Reports of Labor.
Plans for Work.
Closing Song.

.

Note to the Leaders

Bear in mind that unless the members know gsomething of
the contents of this traect, the study will prove dull and un-
interesting. The week before announce the name of the
traet to be studied, and encourage all toread it through care-
fully several times. The one who conducts the study should
be familiar with the questions and ask them rapidly, so that
too much time will not be consumed on this part of the pro-
gram,

Tract Stndy—"Is Man Immortal?”
Analysid

1. NINBTEEN propositions on the reasofableness of the
Bible doetrine of the state of man, and the unreasonableness
of the popular belief on the subject.

2. Thirty-seven questions on immoértality.

3. The final test.

4, The Word of God.

Questions

What four divisions are there in this tract?

How many propositions are there in the first division?
. What is the main thought in these propositions?

. What do they draw a contrast between?

What are people exhorted to do?

. How many questions are there in the second division?
. What is their main theme?

. How is immortality obtained?

. Why is it not a natural possession of man?

10. When does man receive it?

11. What becomes of those who do not receive it?

12. What is this called?

13, What is the third division?

14. What is thig test?

15. By what is it made?

16. What is everlasting punishment?

17. What is the fourth division?

18. What will this word do for us?

19. What, then, shall we do?

O 90 K1 P U 0O DD

-

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
JFourth Week

Opening Exerciges: Song: Season of Sentence Prayers;
Minutes; Song.

Lesson: The Circeulation of Periodicals.

Reports of Labor.

Closing Song.
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Note to the Leaders

There are many excellent suggestions made in this artiele
for enlgrging the circulation of tl%g various papers and peri-
odicals printed by our people. If you cannotact upon them
all, pick out those which can be worked to best advantage in
your church, and do not allow the meeting to close until
sonie nf the suggestions have been taken up in a very definite
way.

The Circulation of Periodicals

TuE most popular, and without doubt the best, missionary
paper we have iz the weekly Signs of the Times. There are
untold posgibilities in a systematic campaign with this pio-
neer missionary paper. One of the most successful is that
of house-to-house sales. Kach missionary society should
have a club of the Signs coming each week, tobe used in this
way. Let different members become responsible for a cer-
tdin number of these papers, and appoint a committee to
work up & regular route for a weekly distvibution. One or
more could deliver the papers each week, and perhaps col-
lact for the same each month; after a little while the cus-
tomers could be persuaded to subscribe for the paper by the
year. It ig systematicand not spasmodic work that builds,
and brings results. In one of our large churches in the Cen-
tral West, this plan was followed, and as a result, a number
of their neighbors were baptized and united with the church,
and many others were convinced of the truth, If this plan
canbe so successfully followed by worldly publishers, why can
we not use it in advancing a message of such great impor-
tance? Many times it is possible to get persons with means
to contribute guite a sum of money to be used in sending the
Signe to their neighbors and friends. Only a short time ago
a brother in Iowa who had himself aceepted this truth
through reading the Signs, gave one hundred dollars for the
purpose of circulating literature in his home city.

Tent corupanies have used the weekly Signs to good ad-
vantage in their summer campaigns, visiting the people in
their homes, giving them the paper, and inviting them to
the meetings. It appeals to me that thisisa far more dig-
nified and effective way of advertising than by means of
the flashy handhills some have used in the past.

“Present Truth®

This youngest of our periodicals has taken a prominent
place in our work ir a remarkably short time. Ttis used to
good advantage in tent efforts. Many stamp on the front
page with a rubber stamp the location of the tent, and the
subject to be considered at the meeting. This gives infor-
mation that the common handbill presents, and also brings
a message that means much to the people, if they will but
read and accept.
gaining prominence in different places, —a day set apart in
which to do missionary work with our books and papers.
Present Truth ig an important factor in'such campaigns,
because of its completeness and because of its low price.

Special Subscription Lists

The following plan has been used with good results in
working up a club for such publications as the Signs, Liberty,
and Present Truth: The worker comes into a certain locality,
and before presenting the subject to the local church, pro-
cures a list of the prominent people of the place. This is
done with the aid of the city directory, or a telephone di-
rectory if in a rural distriet. With this list preparved, he pre-
gents to the church the importance of sending our literature
to these people, relating instances in which people have
been brought into the truth through our literature. And
in most cases there have been good returns. This same plan
is very successful with our foreign publications.

“ Temperance Instructor,” “Signs,” and “Little Friend”

I believe that in connection with our local missionary
society, the Missionary Volunteer and church school children
can be enlisted to do efficient serviee with our temperance
literature. The subject of temperance is always a live one,

The idea of a Field Day each month is-

and shonld be made a strong feature in our work, so that
people may know that we are advocates of temperance.
By this means, many have been able to break down prejudice,
and to bring our doctrinal truths before people whom, had
it not been for this entering wedge, it would have been
impossible to reach. Where prohibition is a State issue, it
is comparatively easy to secure the cofiperation of the
W. C. T. U. and similar organizations, in giving prominence
to our temperance literature. The plan of having some
capable person obtain permission of the superintendent of
schools to place a copy of the Temperance Instructor or
Little Friend in the hands of each pupil has been worked
out successfully in some places. One church I haveinmind,

“placed several thousand copies of the 1916 Temperonce In-

structor in this way. The plan followed in our Harvest
Ingathering work has also been used in obtaining money for
these magazines. The paper was shown, and the money
secured was more than enough to pay for the literature
used, R. E. BOWLES.

et

Missionary Experiences
(To be used in misgionary meetings)

“WiTH onhe of the missionary reports that came to my table
recently, was a letter, which I quote: ‘I am eight-two years
old, and have been a believer in this message for ten years,
I believe it is the last message God will send to fallen man;
and as long as I have believed it, there never has been a
stranger at my door, when I was at home, to whom I failed
to give this last message, and not one ever refused it.’
Then, by way of apology, the writer says, ‘I have not been
able to do much this winter; I have had the grip.” Along
with letters written and received, the little blank tells of
four missionary visits made, five Bible readings held, from
one to five books lent all the time, and twenty-five tracts
given away.”

““A young man was handed the tract, ‘How Esther Read
Her Bible.” He became convicted, and at once began to
keep God’s S8abbath. He was so impressed with the value
of this tract that he sent for five hundred, and distributed
them among the members of his church. For this he was
asked to meet the minister and the church elders. They said
he must either make a public confession and recant, or be
disfellowshiped. The young man told them that he believed
this tract contained Bible truth, ahd he eould not renounce
it. He gaid that if he were wrong in his belief, the minister
ought to take his Bible and set him right.

“The minister did not attempt to show the young man
that he was not right, but said: ‘You have stirred the
whole church, and that tract is not in harmony with church
doctrine, Did you know it is a Seventh-day Adventist tract?
and did they put you up to do this?’ ‘No,sir,” he replied; ‘I
believe it is the teaching of God’s Word, and I did it to give
to others the light that has been sent to me.””’

“One church bad an especially interesting meeting one
Sabbath. Each one present was asked to relate some expe-
rience which he had had during the past two weeks in actual
service for the Lord, '

**Nothing else so enlivens a church as a meeting of this
kind. As various brightexperiences wers related, the entive
audience caught the spirit of service. Some testified that
they were compelled to think hard in order to remember an
experience torelate. Some said that they had not been doing
much for the Lord, but that with hiz help they were deter-
mined to do more in the future. The Spirit of God drew
near, hearts were touched with the heaveply fire, and lives
were reconsecrated for service,

“‘The command, ‘ Go ye into all the world,’ was quoted, and
it was decided that the town where the church was, was
on the map of the world. The question was asked, ‘Wheo
will give the message to this town?”’

“Accordingly, a motion was made and seconded that a
committee of three be appointed to consider the ways and
means by which the work as a whole could best be advanced
in that place. The motion was quickly passed. Those present




6 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

were asked to give special thought to the giving of the mes-
sage to their town, and to make suggestions to the committee.
They were also asked to report openings for work, ete., to
the committee,

““Nothing else awakens and enlivens a church quite so
much as an old-fashioned experience meeting, That church
has decided or have more of them.”

““Another incident: I was having my shoes repaired one
day; and while I was waiting for them, the shoemaker, who
is a Rumanian, said for me to go into the living-room, where
it was warm. His wife talked as best she could in her
broken English, and asked me many guestions; so 1 decided
to give them some reading matter in their ownm language.

I only wish you could have seen his face when I gave’

it to him. He could hardly stop thanking me. If you
had seen him then, you would certainly see toit that all your
foreign neighbors have reading matter in their own language.
He met me on the street the other day, and said, *Youno get
that again, We have no reading matter, only a little paper,
no good. Will you not come to see us?’’

“An isolated brother, in ordering ten cents’ worth of
tracts, writes that he is doing a little missionary work, as a
result of which one man is already keeping the Sabbath, and
others, he feels sure, will soon keep it. The Lord is cer-
tainly blessing the efforts of this brother, and we trust that
others more favorablysituated will follow his good example.’’

“A traveling salesman picked up in the office of hisfirm a
magazine that had been sold there a few months before. He
placed it in his grip as he started on a trip, read it on the
train, was convinced of the truth it contained, secured more
literature, and embraced the whole message. He at once
severed his conpection with the firm, and devoted himsel{ to
the circulation of the literature that had brought such great
light to him, ™’

“Four weeks ago a gentleman from an adjoining town
called at the office for some literature, Last fall 2 member
of the Portland church solicited him in the interest of the
Harvest Ingathering work. This brother requested that
some literature be sent to him, which was done; and from
the Signs Magazine he found our office address, and came in
search of truth, He subscribed for the weekly Signs of the
Times and ‘Questions and Answers,” and bought a French
‘Bible Readings.® A sister gave him a tract, ‘Elihu on the
Sabbath,* which fully convinced him and his wife that they
should keep the seventh day from sunset to sunset, and they
kept the next Sabbath. He bought more books, and said
they would soon come to the church service. His wife was
a strong Catholic. We feel sure that this experience, result-
ing from the giving of a tract and from the Harvest Ingath-
ering work, will cheer every member, and encourage all to
work for souls who are searching for truth. *’

“A copy of the April Signs Magazine, a tract, and a talk
on world conditions and the Sabbath, were the means of in-
ducing a lady in Iilinois to keepthe Sabbath, She interested
her husband after a short time, and both are now devated
cireulators of our literature,”’

“*1 have just received word that five persons have begun
keeping the Sabbath as a result of sending them tracts and
the Housfreund. '’

“Now comes a letter from New Mexico, which tells of
some campers who stopped one day near an Adventigt family.
Some seed wrapped in the lawer half of a copy of the Signs
was given to the campers. One of them read all of that part
of the paper, and her interest became so great that she tried
to get the other half, but it had been destroyed. ~Qther
copies were given her, however. These were eagerly read,
and finally led to her uniting with our people.”’

‘*Brother ——1is continuing his work with Present Truth.
These little papers are finding their way into the hearts and
homes of the people in this city. Recently one of pur sisters
was canvassing in her section of the city with some of our
Extras. She met a lady more than seventy-five years old
who was greatly pleased to see some one who kept the
Sabbath. This woman, althougha member of another church,
had been keeping the Sabbath for years, but did notknow of

any other Sabbath keeper in the city. She began to study
other points of our faith, and one week ago last Sabbath was
baptized and has united with our church. House-to-house
work will bring results.”’

‘A busy life prevents me from going out with papers, but
appreciating the Signs, I introduced it one morning to a
tradesman who calls at our home, Every week for more than
a year now this man has bought the Signs.

“Last winter a lady to whom he gave a copy asked if he
could get it for her regularly, as some subjects were men-
tioned that she desired to understand. Our tradesman passed
on her request to us, and bought two papers each week
thereafter. ‘Armageddon’ was lent to him, and was read
and reread, One hook after another was offered, and was
willingly studied. Little was said to him, but through read-
ing the Signs and about a dozen books, truths opened before
this man’s mind, and through God's leading he has now
stepped out by faith to keep the Sabbath. He has resigred
his position and taken up canvagsing. His wife is obeying
the truth with him.”’

v

Isolated Church Members Enlisted in
Active Service

CONNECTED with our churches here and there throughout
the world, isolated from those of like precious faith, are
many loyal Seventh-day Adventists. A burning desire to see
the message go quickly to all the world fills their hearts as
well as ours, Living, as many of them are, among people
who know but little of the truth for this time, they have
excellent gpportunities for service in all lines of missionary
endeavor, But because of lack of trajning, many feel timid
about doing much for the advancement of the truth,

If you are a church missionary secretary, it is your privi-
lege 10 actas an instrument in the hand of God to help enligt,
organize, and train these lonely ones for the great work of
giving the last message of merey to their friends and neigh-
bors. As most of the isolated members live at quite a
distance from the chureh, it may be impossible for you to
visit them personally. The next best thing is to get in touch
with them by correspondence.

Secure a list of such members from the church clerk.
See that it is up to date and that the addresses are correct.
By painataking effort and much prayer your letters can be
made & source of enconragement and gpiritual benefit to those
receiving them. Tell them how the message is going. Give
instances where God has in a special manner blessed our lay
members in their efforts to bring others to Christ. Show
them their responsibility for the souts living around them,
and how these may never have the opportunity of hearing the
truth except through their efforts. Put yourself into these
letters, and some of the love that you know God has in his
heart for them.

Be definite in your suggestions in regard to methods of
work. Do not give all the good suggestions at one time, as
this might tend to confuse, rather than help and stimulate.

The Home Missionary Leaflets could be used to good
advantage in your correspondence with thege isolated mem-
bers. *‘Best Methods for Winning Souls”” would be a good
one to start with. Urge a carefyl study of this. Later a
copy of ““How to Use Tracts' would probably give them
some practical ideas. Other leaflets in the series are equally
good to use as occasion demands.

Show them the importsnce of reporting, and encourage
them to report to you at the end of each month, Inclose the
Home Missionary Leaflet oh ‘*Reporting.’*

If there are several members in one family who are keep-
ing the Sabbath, encourage them to hold small missionary
meetingg in their homes. If they are financially able, en-
deavor to get them to subscribe for the Cutrer OFFicERs’
GAZETTE, and encourage the use of the programs outlinedin
this paper.

Do not feel satisfied until you know that all your isolated
church members are actively engaged in service for the
Magter.
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The. Reporting System

IN commbn with other features of our denominational
work, the reporting system has become indispensable.
_ Indeed it is an important factor in the speedy final triumph
of the third angel’s message. It was begun in weakness; it is
mow nearly full grown,
The reporting system is designed to stimulate, to vitalize.
As our bodies are invigorated by fresh supplies of oxygen,
80 our organized work is vitalized by the reports of those
-engaged in the work of the message.
Every work, to be effective, requires system—a regular
method. No enterprize can suceeed without method or sys-

‘tem, any more than God’s universe can hold together with- .

out order. God is a God of arder, and it necessarily follows

that his children, to be successful, must be orderly in their -

work. Theirg iz a sacred work, and requires sanetified
methods,

A worldly business econcern sends out its representatives,
and upon the regular reports which they bring in depends
the future policy of the business. Traveling salesmen are
expected to report promptly and regularly as a part of their
work for which they receive remuneration, andtheir reports
are looked forward to with great interest. The nature of
the report also determines the standing of the employee.

As the success of vur work depends upon the individuals
engaged in it, is it not just as important today, in the clos-
ing scenes of earth’s history, to testify, to report, to bring
back an answer to, to give an account of, or to make astate-
ment of facts concerning, our work for God, as it was
for the apogtles? The four Gospels, the book of Aects, and

. the various epistles contain many reports. The seventy
brought back a report; and Christ, who gave the great com-
mission, expects us to give an account of our means, our
time, and our work, We are Heaven's ambassadots—ambas-
sadors for Christ. In heaven there is a most elaborate sys-

tem of reporting. What would be the status of a Chrigtian -

‘wheo should regard the reporting system of heaven as simply
a lot of red tape?

In view of our Lord’s commission and the many promises,
all reports of his coworkers must necessarily be good reports,
no matter how small the work done may appear; so it would
seem that the only really discouraging feature in the report-
ing system among Seventh-day Adventists would be no
report at all, and this, by the way, usually comes about

' through a systematic refusal of the individual to report.
Considering the nature of our work, a failure to reportmight
seem to imply lack of regard for fellow believers; for it
often serves to deaden the hope and common aspiration of
thoge looking for the soon coming of the Lord Jesus.

As systematic financial support is necessary in the worl,
so is the reporting system. One reasen is, that upen it is
based the future policy for. successful advancement and
growth; another, that it reveals the success or the failure of
that which has been undertaken; and last, but not least, that
it is a beacon light that thrills the soul with eomfort and joy
as one sees the onward march of God’s people, To be able
at a glance to see in tabuiated form the world-wide work and
be encouraged thereby, is far better than to have one’s
vigion narrowed down to his own work, the knowledge of
which is selfishly kept to himself. i

History is largely a compilation of reports. What a
gloomy history of the denomination might be written if all
depended upon those who systematically fail to report!
Work done for God, in the fear of God, can also be reported
for the benefit of others. We are told by the Spirit of
prophecy that ““the aim should not be to seeure praise and
honer from men. Real godliness never prompts an effort at
display. Those who desire words of praise and flattery and
feed upon them, are Christians only inname,’’

Realizing that the sueccess of the system depends on the

'individual, since it begins with the individual, there have
been provided printed blank forms and record books for uni-
form work. A report made out at random, and in a careless
and crude manner, would serve to bring eonfusion to the
work and workers; hence [n order for the system to unify

. cents,

and prove helpful, it is necessary that the regular printed
blank forms be used. They are prepared by the persons at
headquarters who are acquainted with the needs and scope
of the work, and their use saves time and labor.

The youth in our ranks would greatly aid the caunse of
present truth by reporting. ** Testimonies for the Chureh, *
Vol, VI, page 4386, says: *“‘Let all have & part toact. Train
the young to do what is appointed them.’

Our church officers should aim to place a copy of the
Morning Watch Calendar in the hands of every Seventh-day
Adventist, as it provides for an early training in the matter
of systematic reporting. Often we hear the statement that
upeon our young people will roil the burden of our work as
we near the end; hence the extreme urgency of our not
slighting this golden opporftunity for placing in the hands of
our youth something which aims to educate them system-
atically in the Bible and prayer, and to train them in early
life, in a humble way, to honor God by giving a report of
their efforts. It places a sacred responsibility upon the
youth, and they will keep pace with the message as they
grow into service, feeling that they have a definite part in
the upbuilding of the cause of God in the earth.

There is a continual advance, a forward march in the
ranks of Seventh-day Adventists; hencediscouraging reports”
are always out of order, in the very nature of things. In
Num, 14:37 we read that ‘those men that did bring up the
evil report upon the land, died by the plague before the
Lord.’”” The reports of our, entire denomination will be
what our members make them, as the work of gystématic
reporting beging with the individual member; and it remains
for the God-fearing ones, sancitified through love for dying
souls, to present a genuine report before God.

A mighty work is being done in the earth. Great things
are being accomplished. God’s peopleeverywhere are begin-
ning to prize the privilege of reporting personal work.
Fzekiel 9 speaks of one clothed withlinen who had a writer’s
inkhorn by his side, and whose work was to ““set a mark
upon the foreheads of the men that gsigh and that ery for all
the abominations that be done’’ in Israel, and the eleventh
verse says, ‘‘Behold, the man clothed with linen, which had
the inkborn by his side, reporied the matter, saying, I have
done as thou hast commanded me."’

Thanks be to Ged for the reporting system, and for the
many blessings derived through it. D. K. ROYER.

About the Angels

MANY people have very vague ideas of what the angels
are, what they do, and where theyare. A better knowledge
of their ministry would increase the faith and confidence of
the members. They would be more ready to go forth with
the warning message if they could realize that angels are
ready to go with them and give power to their efforts.

The book, ‘*Ministry of Angels,’’ should be read byevery
church member, for its cheering, strengthening message of
God’s care for his children. It would also be an excellent
gift for relatives and friends not in the truth; for whileon-a
subject of interest to all, it clears away some common errors
of belief, and will therefore probably awaken a desire for
forther Bible study. No gifts for birthdays are more help-
ful than good books. Let us improve this opportunity te
place them in the hands of those for whose souls we have a
burden.

The price of the book in cloth ig 75 eents, in paper 35
It containg 227 pages. Order from your church mis-
slonary seeretary.

e —

MY heart is often burdened because so many who might
work are doing nothing. They are the sports of Satan’s
temptations, Every church member who has a knowledpge
of the truth is expected to work while the day lasts; for the
night cometh, wherein no man can work. . . . Let the
church arouse and go forth to do her appointed work. Every
believer, educated or uneducated, can bear the message,
— ¥ Tegstimondes for the Church,” Vol, IX, p. 26.



8 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Miggionary Yolunteer
Department

Programs for Week Ending June 2

Senior

Subject: Helpfulness

1. Morning Watch Review.

2. Recitation: A Call to Help.

3. Two-Minute Talks: Our Great Helper; Bible Examples
of Helpfulness; How We May Help. See the Rible Study on
thig page.

zE %eader’s Talk: The Reward Worth While, See In-
structor of May 22. L

5. Recitation: The Optimist’s Resolve,

6. Quiz: Six Questions. To be answered by six persons,
speaking one minute each.

7. ]%ecitation: Helping ‘%v Prayer.

8. Social Service. See Helpfulness Hints.

9. Plans, and reports of work.

10. Close by repeating the Motto in concert,

Junior

. Morning Watch Drill.

. Repeat the Motto in concert.

. Bible Study: Helpers and Helpfulness.

. Recitation: One Kind of Boy.

Reading: Beth’s Talent. . .

Six Questions, To be answered by six Juniors.

Moy Reading: Janet Brandon's Diary. See Imstructor of
ay 22, .

8. A Word for Jesus.

9. Plans, and reports of work.

=1 & T GO 1O =

e

Notes to the Leaders

8ENIOR: The officers of the society and the Band leaders
should meet often for prayer and counsel. There can be no
real leadership without the help which God is waiting to give
to those who seek him for it. In your society there may be
some who may become precious stones in the temple of the
Lord. The story is told of a woman who, one day while
rummaging through a trunk in her attic, found an old stone
that had been given her many years before. She thought it
of no value; but when she showed it to a jeweler, he declared
it to be an uncut diamond, Worth twelve hundred_doliars.
Get acquainted with every member; there may be diamonds
among them.

Junior: The Christian Help Band might volunteer to
supply the pulpit with flowers during June and July, taking
care that they are fresh and daintily arranged. If vasesare
borrowed, they should be returned at once to the owners,

Almost anybody can organize a Junior society; many can
work up a fair degree of enthugiasm in its activities; but it
takes perserverance and prayer to keep it going and make it
a power for good.

All leaders should remember that one of the Goals this
year is, Every Member o Reporting Member!

Motto

“The Lord has Appointed the Youth to Be Iis Helping
Hand.”—Mrs. E. G. While,

Bible Study: Helpers and Helpfulness
COur Great Helper

HE is ““my helper.’’ Heh. 13:6.
T will help thee.”” Isa. 41:10, 13, 14.
His Spirit helps our informitigs. Rom. 8:26.

Bible Examples of Heipfulness

Men who helped Moges. Ex, 17:8-13.

A ehild who helped by loyalty., 2 Kings 5:1-3,
A chureh that helped Paul. 2 Cor, 1:8-11,

A woman who helped the needy. Acts 9:36-39.

How We May Help

By encouraging others. Isa. 41:6.

By ministry to the poor and needy. Mait, 25: 35-40.

By speaking the truth to our neighbors. Zeeh. 8;16.

By sending the gospel to thoge whoneedit, Acts16:9, 10.

¢

Six- Questions,

1., WHO most need our help?
2. Name some ways of helping others.
3. What are we to do when our offers of helpfulness are
repulsed?
4. Name a way of being helpful in sgeech.
5. How may we grow in helpfulness?
6. How may our Missionary Volunteer Society help us to
be helpfui—
a. In the home?
b. In the church?
¢. In the community?

Helping By Prayer

THE weary ones had rest, the sad had joy,
That day; I wondered how,
A plowrnan, singing at his work, had prayed,
‘Lord, help them now.”’

Away in foreign lands they wondered how
Their simple word had power,

‘At home the Christians, two or three, had met
To pray an hour. '

Yes, we are always wondering, wondering ‘*how;”” -
Because we do hot see
Some one, unknown, perhaps, and far away,
On bended knee,
—Selected.

Helpfulness Hinls

(The following paragraphs on helpfulness have been gleaned from ®
lesson on thig subject by Amos R, Wells, and from other sourees. They are
not fobe read in the meeting, but each may furnish the basis for a short
testimony n the soeial serviee.) ,

EvERY cne may help some one,
GOD usges us to help each other,
No chance' to help is a little chance.

HELP to bear thy brother’s burden; God will bear both it
and thee,

THE more we help others, the more we shall be able to
help them. .

THE parade of helpfulness is likely to destroy its value.
Helpers hide.

HrLe some one elge into the kingdom if you would help
yourself into it. ’

A worp of praise, if it is deserved, helps more tham
almost anything else.

THE New Testament is the texthbook of the art of help-
fhlness, and the ehureh is its school.

No one can hejp others carelessly. Helpfulness needs
time and thought. Tt is an ari, and, like all arts, requires
training.

HE that careth for the sick and wounded, watcheth not.
alone; there are three In the darkness together, and the
third is the Lord.

Ir with your other business, you are not engaged in the
business of helpfulness, you are paying no attention to our
“Father’s business,”’

HELPFULNESS may call you to do humble work. Moses
was a great helper, but he needed Aaron and Hur, who
improved the little chance to help.

KinpNEsSS has converted more sinners than either zeal,
elogquence, or learning; and these three never converted
any one unless they they were kind also. .

LETTING people talk over their troubles with you helps
them immensely, even if you do nothing more than listen.
Friendly and sympathetic listening is a rare art,

WE have a chance to help other pecple when we hear
them criticized and slandered, and ean, if we will, speak a
fair word for them. ‘‘The cruelest lies are often tfold
by silence.’’

No one ecan study Christ’s life and words long and
earnestly without becoming filled with the spirit of help-
fulness which animated him. He is the king of helpers.
Helpfulness was his business in the world; it should be the
business of his followers,

I woNDER why it is we are not kinder than we are!‘
How much the world needs it! How easily it isdone! How
instantaneously it sets! How infallibly it is remembered?
How superabundantly it pays itself back! For there is no
debtor in the world so honorable as love.,
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A Call to Help

1 cannNoOT tell why there should come to me
A thought of some one miles and years away,
» In swilt ingistence on the memorly
Unless there be a need that 1 should pray.

0Old friends are far away; we seldom meet
To talk of Christ or changes day by day,
Of pain or pleasure, triumph or defeat,
Or special reagons why tis time to pray.

We are too busy even to spend thought

For days together of some friends away;
Perhaps God does it for us, and we ought

To read his signal as a call to pray.

Perhaps my friend just then has fiercer fight,
A more appalling weakness or decay

Of courage, darkness, some lost sense of right;
And so in case you need my prayer, I pray.

Friend, do the same for me! If I intrude
Unasked upon you on some crowded day,
Give me a moment’s prayer as interlude;
Be very sure I need it; therefore pray.
— Muarianne Farninghamn.

The Optimist’s Resolve .

I wiLL endeavor to be kind at all times, both to mankind
and to animals,

Iwill be courteous and considerate to the aged, realizing
that the weight of their years makes the lghtest burden
seem heavy.

1 will keep my troubles and heartaches to myself, so that
other hearts will not be burdened by the weight of my
misfortunes.

I will be gentle to women and little children, with due
regard for their weakness and frailties. To the sick and
affiicted I will be merciful and kind.

I will endeavor at all times to be cheerful, and smile, so
that my smile may be an incentive for others to smile. I
will endeavor to be wunselfish, not striving for more than
what is mine in all fairness, and realizing that other people
have rights, and deserve consideration.

I will earnestly try to avoid saying unkind things to
peeple and about them, realizing that slander is a blew from
behind, and the act of a coward, and I know that kind words
have eternal life. In short, I will iry to make this sad
old world less zad, because I shall never pass this way again.
Every influence, ignoble or unkind, goes out from me like the
vapor from the bottle, and can never be recalled.

This is my resolve, and may the Power that rules the
world keep me steadfast, — Williem J. Robinson.

One Kind of Boy

““WaTCH that boy, now,’’ said Phil.

“*Which boy?’’ said Ned

“That boy who was at play with us down on the sand.
His name is Will. He knows how to leck out for himself,
doesn’t he?”’ )

Phil and Ned, with their parents, had been spending some
time at the seaside. Will was a boy who had come to pass
the evening in the parlor of the boarding house. Here it was
that Phil and Ned gaw Will taking a great deal of pains to
find a good place.

First, he had noticed a large book full of pictures on the
table. After looking at it for a few moments, he had hunted
out a large easy-chair, and was tugging at it to get it to the
table.

““There!
laughed Ned.

“‘Now he’s moving the lamp nearer it,”’ said Phil.

“And—well, if I ever! If heisn’t puiting a footstool be-
fore it! 1suppose he’s all ready to enjoy it.”’

It was plain that Wilt was. He looked around the room,
until he eaught sight of alady who was standing. He darted
toward her, and said, ‘‘Come, mamma; I have a nice place

He’s got it squared round just fo sait him,”’

for you.”” Then he led her to the chair, and settled the stool
at her feet as she sat down.

Phil and Ned looked a little foolish, Presently Phllsprang
out of his chair as his mother came near.

** Mamma, take my chair,’” he said.

Ned stepped quickly to pick up a handkerchief Whlch a
lady had dropped, and returned it with a bow.

They are wise boys who profit by a graceful lesson given
by a true gentleman. — Exchange.

Beth’s Talent

ScHoot was out for the day, and all the children had gone
home except Beth, who lingered, as usual, to help Miss Mar-
vin put the schoolroom to rights. Twilight was gathering
before everything was in order; for the winter days were
short, and, besides, time always seemed to fly when Mlss
Marvin and Beth were busy in the sehoolroom,

* Miss Marvin,”’ said Beth, hesitatingly, as she was put-
ting on her hat and ceat, ‘‘do you think, —that is, do you sup-
pose,’’—then she stopped in confusion as the teacher's
brown eyes locked into hers. '

“Whatis it, Beth?”’

The firelight was casting quaint shadows about the room,
and dancing elfishly in and out of the corners, and under
cover of the gathering darkness, Beth found courage to go on,

“T've been wishing that I had a talent. It said in our
reading lesson today that every one has at least one talent;
but I think I haven’t any at all. Do you suppose I could get
one? All the other girls have some special gift. Myra can
sing so nicely, and Ruth is pretty, and some of them play the
pianc and speak pieces; but I don’t seem to have anything
interesting about me.’”’ .

Miss Marvin smiled,

‘o that is what’s worrying you, little girl? You mustn’t
let it; for I want to tell you that you have several talents,
and one in particular. I won’t tell you what it is tonight,
for I have this great pile of papers to correct,and mustn’t
take time to talk any more; but just cheer up, and be as sun-
shiny as you know how, and some day I'll tell you where I
think your special talent lies. Now run along, dear, and
thank you for helping me clean up the schoolroom.”

Beth left the schoolhouse with a little glow of happiness
in her heart. Miss Marvin had said that she had a talent!
What could it be? Well, no matter, so long as there was one.
She would be patient, and some time she would hear all about
it from Miss Marvin herself,

As she passed Mrs, Weldon’s house on her way home,
Beth ran in for a moment, to see Baby Margaret. She found
Mrs, Weldon half sick with a cold, and trying to quiet littie
Margaret, who was fretful and uneasy.

()} Mrs. Weldon,” cried Beth, *‘I’'m so glad I cams, for
there’s nothing I’d like better than to rock Margaret to
sleep;”” and taking the child from the mother’s arms, she sat
down and began to hum seothing snatches of song. When
the tired little eyes were shut, and the baby was fast asleep,
Beth laid her gently in her crib, and went softly downstairs,
She found the broom, swept the kitchen and dining-room,
and picked up the scattered playthings in the sitting-room.
Then, slipping quietly out of the back door, after a brief
glance toward the couch where the weary mother had
dropped to sleep, she was soon at her own gate, just in time

" to set the table for supper.

““Beth,’ said her father that night, with a twinkle in his
eyes, **the school board have concluded that the schoolroom
needs a new desk for the teacher, and they have decided that
if the school children will get together a twenty-dollar Larkin
order, they can have the desk as a premium.”’

£ father!’’ laughed Beth, gayly, *‘ what a tease you are!
Of course, if we are willing to work for it, the board is
willing for us to have the desk. Well, T think Miss Marvin
deserves a new desk, and I will do all T can to help. Will
you order something to start the list? There’s bay rum, and
shaving soap, and, oh, just ever so many things!’’ -
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Of ‘course father gave Beth an order, as did also her
mother and several of the neighbors; for they were all will-
ing to help in the good work. When the boys and girls at
school heard the plan, they all thoughtit was lovely that there
was to be a new desk for the teacher. The old one was so
shabby, they sald— a disgrace to the schoolroom. However,
when they were asked to help get up the order, not one
would do a thing. And so it came about that Miss Marvin
herself took hold of the work, when she saw how aaXious
evely one was that there should be a new desk, and she and
Beth together secured the twenty-dollar order.

How pleased the children were when the desk came; for
it was a beauty. And none was happier than Beth.

The days and weekg sped by, and blustering March came.
One Wednesday moraning, in Junior meeting, Miss Marvin
asked the children to take some copies of the Temperance In-
structor to sell; for it was such a good paper, and had so
many things in it that the people ought to knew.

“How many will you take, Ruth??’’

Pretty Ruth shook her head. On down the line went
the same question, Now and then there was one who
promised to 8ell five, but most of the children thought they
‘¢ just couldn’t,’”’ By and by the question came to Beth.

“I'll take ten, anyway,’’ she volunteered; ““and more,
if I can.”

And she kept her promise; for before the month was
ended, she had sold fifty.

So the spring days passed, each one filled with little
opportunities to be helpfnl. At length the closing day of the
school year arrived, and the children gathered for the last
time before the long summer vacation. When the grades
had been given out, and the school was about to be dismissed,
Miss Marvin passed down the aisles, and laid a tiny sealed
envelope on each desk,

“None of you must open your letter until you are at
home,’” said the teacher, smilingly, ““for I want you to think
about what is in it.”

Beth flew home, as if on wings. When she wag in her
own cozy room, with the door shut, she tore open her little
mauve envelope sagerly. This is what the letter said:

““DEAR LITTLE SUNSHINE GIRL: I must tell you before 1
go away how muchyou have helped me this year by your will-
ingness to do things, and by your cheerfulness, I promised
that some day I would tell you what your speeial talent is.
Well, dear, I should call it helpfulness. Yes, it is a real
talent, Beth, though one that all could have if they would,
Never forget to improve it; for nothing brings more happi-
ness into the lives of others.

““‘Gogd-by, little girl.’” " ELLA IDEN.

WHENEVER we have failed to be loving, we have failed
to be wise; whenever we have been blind to our neighbor’s
interests, we have been blind to our own; whenever we have
hurt others, we have hurt ourselves much movre.

SUCH help as we can give to each other in this world is a
debt to- each other; and the man who perceives a supe-
riority or a capacity in a subordinate, and neither confesses
nor assists it, not merely withholds a kindness, but com-
mits an injury.

Programs for Week Ending June 9

SoME a—djustment has been necessary in the programs for

June, as printed in the Instructor of Decemaber 19 and the
March GAZETTE. The Tinion Conference Goal Doliar Day has
been set forward to August 25, thus leaving two open pro-
grams in June. This does not mean iess work for the lead-
ers, but maore, since they are not oniy to arrange for different
Oﬁef} té) take part in the meeting, but also to plan what they
shall do.

It is suggested that special attention be given te local
plans and problems, and that an sarnest prayer and social
service be a feature of the meeting. These are days when
we should speak often to one another of the power and love
and géodness of our Leader, and renew our hoarts and eotr-
age In his service, '
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Programs for Week Ending June 16

Senjor .
Subject: The Canker of Criticiam

1. Review the Morning Watch Texts. Aseach isrecited,
write the %mt of it on the board under the heading, What
God Does for the Sinner.

2. Recitation; Is It Worth While?

8. Bible Study: The Canker of Criticism.

p 4. Talk: The Spirit of Criticiam. See Instructor of
une b. T

5. Recitation: The Other Fellow. .

6. Symposium: Seeing Faults and Finding Fault; Judging;
A Dangerous Peddler; Bridling the Tongue. Two minutes
each.

7. Prayer and Praise Service. TFifteen minutes.

8. Reports, and plans of work,

9. Cloge by repeating the Pledge in concert.

Junior

1. Roll Call: Books of the Old Testament.

2, Morning Watch Review. .

3. Bible Study: Unkind Speech. Adapt from Senior
Bible Study.

4. Leader’s Talk: Sifted Speech.

5, Recitation; The Supercilious Seed.

6. Picture Talk: The Sentinel. m .

7. Btory Telling: The Owl and the Critic; The Critical
Traveler, .

8, What We Have Done This Week.

9. Close by repeating the Pledge.

Notes to the Leaders

SENIOR; The subject this week is intensely practical.
Have you ever heard it said that the members of your church
are ‘‘gossips””? Such things ore said, sometimes as an
excuse for wrong-doing; but it should never be true of any
Missionary Volunteer. = Anditnever can be true of Seventh-
day Adventist young people *‘who really love Jesus,’ if
they pray David’s prayer and live the life of their Pattern.
Emphasize egpecially the sin of eritioizing those whom God
is using as lgaders in his great work. Mistakes may be
made, even as Moses made the mistake of impatience; yet
God will surely punish those who speak against his ambas-
sadors.

Make thia dey’s program end praise service count for
aedvancenent, ’ . .

Junror: For the roll call assign the name of a certain
book, or the names of certain books of the Old Testament, to
each member the week before. Encourage all tobe present,
so the list may be unbroken as it is written on the board.

Children are .apt to be thoughtless and unkind. Their
love of excitement, of ““secrets,”” of little manifestations
of authority, often Teads them, in their school days, to lay
the foundation for a critical, gossiping character as they
grow older, This lesson furnishes a good opportunity for
the Junior leader to help them to see the evil of eriticism.

Motto

“Speak Evil of No Man.” Titus 3:2,

A Definition of Criticism

“Criticize: To aet as a eritic; to pass judgment as a
critie; to play the critic; to discuss the merits or demerits
of a thing or person.

‘¢ CrITICIZE: To express one’s views as to the merit or
demerit of; especially, to animadvert upon; to find fault
with; as, to eriticize impartially an author or a picture; to
eriticize conduct harshly.”’ — Webster,

RELATED WoRDs: The following are some of the words
that cluster around, and are suggested by, the word ‘‘eriti-
cism:’’ odium, ohloquy, detraction, denunciation, condem-
nation, ostracism, reflection, stricture, grin, sarcasm,
msinuation, inuendo, taunt, cavil, ecarping, censoriousness,
reproach, rebuke, scelding, home thrust, frown, seewl,
castigation, diatribe, tirade, philippic. These areall strong
words; and while there 1s a true criticism, the family in
which the word stands should lead us to view with suspicion
any manifestation of the spirit of eriticism, either in our-
selves or in others,
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Bible Study : The Canker of Criticism

The Words of a Talehearer
JAre as wounds, Prov, 26:22,

~~ Separate very friends. Prov, 17:9.
_ Provoke strife. Prov. 26:20.

o Show him to be a servant of Satan.

The True Christian Therefore Will Not
Bear false witness, Ex, 20:16; Luke 3;:14.
“‘Bite ’’ and **devour’’ his brethren. Gal. 5:14, 15.
Take up 2 reproach against his neighbor. E_’s. 16-1-3.
Be free to criticize those in authority. 1 Tim. 5:19.

‘The Remedy for Criticism
Watchfulness, Ps, 89:1.
Love, Matt. 22:49; Matt. 7:12.
Prayer. Ps. 141:2.

Rev, 12:10.

Is It Worth While?

is it worth while that we jostle a brother
Bearing his load on the rough road of life?

Is it worth while that we jeer at each other .
In blackness of heart—that we war to the knife?
God pity us all in our pitiful strife!

God pity us all as we jostle each other!
God pardon us all for the triumphs we feel

‘When a fellow goes down ’neath hig load on the heather,
Pierced to the heart. Words are keener than steel,
And mightier far for woe or for weal.

Were it not well in this brief little journey
On over the isthmus, down into the tide,
‘We give him & fish instead of a serpent,
Ere folding the hands to be and abide
Forever and aye in dust at his side?

Look at the roses saluting each other, .
Look at the herds all at peace on the plain;
Man, and man only, makes war on his brother,
And laughs in his heart at peril and pain, .
Shamed by the beasts that go down on the plain.

Is it worth while that we batile to humble
Some poor fellow soldier down into the dust?
God pity us all! Time eftsoon will tumble
Kl] of us together, like leaves in a gust,
Humbled indeed down into the dust.
—Joagwin Miller,

The Other Fellow

Ir is easy t0 say what another should do,
So easy to settle his cares,
8o easy to tell him what road to pursue,
And dispoge of the burdens he bears.
1t is easy to bid him be brave and be strong,
And to make all his shorteomings known;
But ch, “tis so hard, when the care and the wrong
And the dangers we face are our own!

It is easy to stand in the other man’s place
When our comforts of life are assured,

And the sting of the rain beating sharp in his face
By him must be bravely endured.

It is easy to tell him the path he should take,
And bid him to laugh at his care,

But oh, 'tis so hard when ii’s our hearts that ache,
And we have the burdens to bear!

‘We all know the things that another should do,
His faults axre like books on our shelves;

‘We can ponder them over and read and review,
But we haven’t a book on ourselves.

We can settle the other man’s problems each day,
His griefs we can calmly discuss;

It is easy to sweep all his troubles away,
But we can’t do the same thing for us.

The need of ancther ’tis easy to see
When our own wants are all satisfied;
Brave and courageous "tis easy to be
When it isn’t our souls that are tried,
But oh, “tis so hard when we’re stumbling along,
To keep ourselves steadfast and true!
It is easy to tell some one else to be strong.
We would all rather tall than to do!
—Selected.
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Seeing Faults and Finding Fault

THERE is a marked difference between seeing faults and
finding faulf. There are imperfections in every one, and
we cannot but observe some of these in our associations
with others. Jesus saw faults in Judas, but we have no'
record that he ever mentioned them to others. When he
told the disciples on one occasion that one of them would be-
tray him, they did not know of whom he spoke, and all said,
““Lord, is it 1?7”" 1t is one thing te see a fault in another,
but quite different to criti¢ize the person for 'having the
fault, and to hold up to ridicule or unsympathetic considera-
tion an imperfection in the life, over which the person may
have wept in humiliation, and in secret prayed for help te
overcome.

The practice of faultfinding is mean and contemptible, and
does much to embitter the lives of others. And it {s while
portraying the supposed deficiencies in the characters of
others that we portray our own most vividly.

G. B. THOMPEON.

Judging
THE Saviour said, ‘““Judge not, that ye be not judged.

For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and

with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again. And why beholdest thou the mote that ig in thy
brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine
own eye? or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull
out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, abeam is in thine
owneye?’ Matt, 7:1-4

The Saviour calls those who are quick to eriticize others
hypocrites, and says they are blinded by something worse in
their own experience. A person who is nearly blind shouid
not undertake the work of being an oculist, Until we are
Tree from faults, we should not criticize imperfections in
others,

It may at times be necessary to correct a wrong in another.
But we should go to Aim, and not to others. Criticizing him
to others does him no good, and may do him great harm.
But to go to the one in error, and in the spirit of brotherly
kindness call his attention to what we think is 2 wrong, may
gave him from a like errror in the future, and make him
a friend forever, G. B, THOMPSON.

A Dangerous FPeddler

Goss1p peddlers are a serious menace to any community.
They are more dangerous than a plague. No contagious
disease ig to be feared and dreaded so much. When they
enter the door, a shadow, dark and threatening, enters.
Beware! To such you can scarcely speak with safety.
Clothed in the garb of a friend, and with a smile they creep
into the home, perchance that of a Christian, and begin the
work of backbiting and dissecting some neighbor, friend, or
brother. They have heard something, and have.come to tell
you, Be on your guard, The burglar comes for your purse;
that is trash, The gossiper comes to destroy reputation and
honor. You can be sure of one thing: a person who will sit -
in your home and backbite somebody else, will sit in some-
body else’s home and backbite you.

But one asks, ‘““What am I to do when these scandal ped-
dlers come, and insist on gossiping, and backbiting, and
spreading rumors?’’ A writer in a religious journal offers
the following suggestions:

*Taking up a4 reproach against a neighbor is a dangerous
business. Persons have been killed recently by handling old
shells that had been dropped twenty-five years ago, during
the war. If you should happen to plow up one, you would
better bury it again. If persons bring to you reproaches
against their neighbors, carry them no farther. If they lay
them at your door, leave them there till they die. Positively
refuse to have anything to do with them. You take them up
at your peril. They are unclean things, which we are not
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permitted to fouch. Scandalmongers should find no market
for their wares at the house of a Christian. They may offer
to give them to you, but you should spurn all such offers as
you would an offer to give you the smallpox or the yellow
fever.”’

How un-Christlike is the course of the scandalmonger!
How the holy God must loathe such work! From such, the
gentle, peaceful Spirit quietly withdraws, leaving the heart
cold and hard. There is scarcely anything that will more
effectyally grieve the Spirit from the heart than thig work,
And it is so common! Professed Christians engage in this
unchristian work, and as a result their spiritual power is
destroyed, and they backslide into darkness and unbelief,

G. B. THOMPSON,

Bridling the Tongue

THE apostle James says, ‘‘If any man among you seem to
be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his
own heart, this mnan’s religion is vain.”” ‘“The tongue ig a
fire, a world of iniguity: sois the tongue among our members,
that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course
of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.”’ James 1:26; 3:6.

_ Backbiters and tattlers are everywhere. They hear a
rumor meore or less unfavorable concerning some one, and
they run and tell it. They drop these morsels of scandal
around without going to the individual to find out if it is true.
They have heard it; that is enough. Whether true or not
does not matter; it is something to tell. They will go
quicker and run farther to tell somescandal thantopray with
burdened souls or to tell something good.

They prefer to destroy reputation rather than build itup.
They peddle a little here and a little there. Others take up
the reproaeh, drop words and inginuations, and destroy.with-
out a gualm the reputation of some one, perchance at the
same time professing to be his friend.

As the gossip is peddied around, it grows. Tattlers and
gecandalmongers are invariably prevaricators and exaggera-
tors. Those who will peddle aliein the neighborhood will not
hesitate to tell one, Usually after repeating the scandal,
they add, ‘*Now don’t say anything about it; I would not tell
anybody except you.’’

Congiderable of this evil work is done by professed
Christians, who claim to follow the Lord, and to be seeking
a2 home where nothing unclean or wicked will ever come.
But unless they repent, their hope is vain,

G. B. THOMPSON.

Sifted Speech

(Illustrate with a little box of sand and pebbles of various sizes, with
iwo sieves, one guite coarse, the other fine,

King DAvID once prayed that God would set a watch
upen his lips, so that he might not speak wrong words.
And we know as well as David did that there are words
that ought not to be spoken. They often come to our lips
and are eager to get out; but we sin if we speak them.

. We may well pray David’s prayer, asking God to keep
our speech pure and right. But we must set a wateh our-
geélves, lest the evil words escape. How easy it would
seem, just to keep our lips shut! But it is sometimes very
hard, is it not? The words come from our minds so quickly,
and they are so eager to get out!

It is worth something to know what kind of words we
ought not to speak. So I am going to give my children two
rules, two ways of knowing the naughty words.

Here is a little heap of sand and pebhies. We will let it
represent words, some good, some bad  See how they all
whant to get out of the box as I tip it—all of them together!
That is just the way with our words, Is it not? How shall
we know which to let pass, and how shall we keep back the
bad ones?

I have a sieve (using the coarser one). AsI put it over
the box, you see it keeps back some of the pebbles. . These
big ones cannot get through. This iz the sieve of truth.
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It asks every word that ecomes, ‘‘Are you & true word?’”
And none can pass that is not true. This is the first rule of
speech: Every word must be true,

But a great deal of the stuff in our sand box got through,
It had no difficulty in passing the sieve. Most of the words
that wanted to come were true words., Here, now, is
another sieve. We will see if they can pass this test (pour-
ing the material on the finer sieve). Ah, here are a good
many pebbles that will not go through! They could pass
the first sieve, but not this one. This is the sieve of kind-
ness. It asks of each word that comes, “*Are you a kind
word?’ And mot one can pass that is not kind. A good
many words are true that are not kind, and it is eruel and
wrong to speak them.

Some of the pebbles that passed the first sieve are quite
large, you see. See how hard they strike as I throw them
against the box cover. My! wouldn’t they hurt if you threw
them against anybody’s face? Of course you wouldn’t do
that. I know that very well. But is it not worse to make
a body’s heart bleed than to eut his cheek? Words are
often more cruel than blows. Yet many people speak cut-
ting words who would never strike a blow in the face. T
think they eannot realize how the unkind words hurt!

We have tested our Iittle boxful with both sieves. Here
is the fine, soft sand that has run through them both. See
how gently it falls in my hand! Such are the words that
are both true and kind, —good words, such as will do good,
and not evil; words that God will bless.

I believe we are more in danger of forgetting to use the
sieve of kindness than the sieve of truth., If a word is only
true, we think we have a right to speak it.. But God wants
us to be both true and kind. And not a word should we
speak which cannot pass both sieves, — Frrank T\ Bayley.

The Sentinel
A Picture Talk

LET the speaker provide for this meeting two pictures,
—one a large one of a human face, and another, g picture
of a soldier standing on guard, small enough so that it can
be pinned up by the side of the lips of the face. Tell the
boys and girls that this meeting is to show them how to
place a Sentinel at the doors of their mouths, What is this
sentinel to stop? The children will quickly tell you. He
must call, ““Halt!’’ to unkind words, to careless speeches,
to sneers, and irreverence, and silliness, and lies, to exag-
geration and slang, and to every word of criticism.

What is the sentinel? The children may hot be so ready
to tell this, but a few guestions will get them to say that
the sentinel is Conscience,

And what is the gun that he is to hold? A few more
guestions will bring out the answer, Prayer. That is the
only thing that can promptly and efficiently ery, *‘Halt!"
to these evil things that come out of their mouths. —Selected.

The Critical Traveler

Two men, talking together, found that they had both
walked through a foreign country almogt at the same time.
One of them had a great deal to say about his. pleasant
adventures, and the delightful things which he had seen on
his tour. Said he, ‘* What excellent roads there are in that
ecountry!”’ The other answered, ‘‘They are as hard as iron

in some parts, and hurt my feet, and there was a horrible
amount of dust.””

Then said the first: ‘‘Ah, you would enjoy the soft sward
in the Valley of Bross. Is not the waterfall charming?®
But the critical one replied: ‘*I didn’t care about the water-
fall. For my part, I cannot see what there is to admire in
so many gallons of water tumbling down so many yards of
rock, And as for the soft sward you speak of, in some
places it is quite treacherous. Several times [ went over
my shoe tops in mud and water.”’

Number Oneé was still inclined to talk, and he went on:
““1 suppose you heard the nightingale in the wood hear your



resting place? I lay awake a long time listening to it, and
. atlength fell into the prettiest dreain.” Number Two had
been told there was a nightingale, but what he heard was a
wearisome noise which prevented his going to sleep for half
the night.
anymore. .

The first asked: *Did you cross the lake? And did you
see the wonderful reflection of the mountains in the water?
It is most striking just after sunset.”” DBut the critical one
answered: ““Yas, I erossed the lake, and a very long time
the old ferryman was in bringing his boat, so that [ was
chilled to the marrow waiting for him. I saw no reflection
worth locking at.”’

*“You found the old boy a merry fellow, did you not?”’
asked the first, ‘‘He was exceedingly tiresome with his
impertinent talk,’” growled the other. ‘

Even yet the first traveler would not give up, and he
asked the pther man if e had geen the grand view from the
shoulder of such a mountain. The answer was: “I saw
nothing grand about it; the hills in the distance were covered
with snow, snd made me cold to look at them, and the
forest appeared thick and dark and gloomy.””

Then the eheerful man asked, “Did you observe the
tower of the cathedral in ——?'" *‘I did,*” wag the answer,
““and got a erick [n my neek through starving up atit.”’

So they went on, and it seemed that one traveler had met
with nice, obliging people, and the other with fawning ras-
calg; the one had talked with pleasant folk, the other with
surly knaves, and they were the same people!

There are boys and girls who are so eritieal, and who
indulge in so much faultfinding and backbiting, that they
. have very few friends; and there are others who see the
good in everything and every one, and who always have a
kind word to say of the absent. Such young people have
many friends.

The Japanese have a proverb which says, ‘‘Thine own
heart makes the world.”” What kind of world do you live
in?- Adapted.

The Supercilious Seed

(The speaker should carry to the platform g large weed held carefully be-
hind him out of sight of the audience, With the very last line the weed
should be brought forward and show. }

A LITTLE seed lay in the ground,
And soon began to sprout;
“‘Now which of all the flowers around,’’
It raused, ‘‘shall I come out?

“¢The lily’s face is fair and proud,
But just a trifle cold;
The rose, I think, is rather loud,
‘' And then, its fashion’s old,

‘“The violet is very well,
But not a flowey I'd choose;
Nor yet the Canterbury bell—
never cared for blues.

‘‘Petunias ave by far too bright,
And vulgar flowers, beside;
The primrose only blooms at might,
And peonies spread too wide,’’

And so it eriticised each flower,
This supercilious seed;
Until it woke one summer hour
And found itself—a weed.
—Amos R, Wells,

The Owl and the Critic

ONE day a taxidermist who was walking down the street
of a large city, saw an owl in the window., ‘‘What a poor
job of stuffing that owl the fellow made!”” he said “If I
could not make a bird look more lifelike than he did, Ishould
go out of business.’’

Just then the bird moved its head, and slowly blinked its
great eyes! )

Criticism never pays. Often the biting, unkind words do
great harm to the person criticized; and sometimes they
make the eritic himself look fooljsh.
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If that was nightingale musie, he didn’t want

13

Programs for Week Ending June 23,

Senior

Subject: John Eliot, First Preacher tothe American Indions

1. Morning Watch Review. Five-minute talk on God’s
forgiveness. For helps see the Fstructors of June Sand 12,

2, Responsive Reading: Psalm 32.

3. Quiz: John Eliot.

4. Talk: John Eliot: Puritan Apostle to the Ameriean
Indians. See Instructor of June 12, . .

5. Reading: Paraphrase. C

6. Symposium: A Man of Prayer; Loved God’s Word and
House; Faithful in Sabbath XKeeping; A Generous Giver; Eliot
as a Peacemaker; Teacher and Minister. .

7. Bocial Meeting.

8. Reports, and plans for work.

9. Close by repeating the day’s Motto.

Junior

1. Morning Watch Drill,

2. Reeitation: Is It Nothing to You?

3. Talk: John Eliot: The Man Who First Preached the
Gospel to the Indians. .

4. Reading: The Knotted Handkerehiel. See ‘‘Children’s
Missionary Sfory Sermons,”’ pages 18-22. :

5. Missionary Exereise.

6. Quiz.

7. Reports of missionary gardens and other work.

8. Close by repeating the Motto for the day.

Notes to the Leaders

SenIoR: Reference is made in this program to one of this
year’s Reading Course books, ag it is taken for granted that
there will be at least one eopy in every soeiety.

The !‘helps*’ mentioned undey **1’’ are the regular weekly
articles printed in the Morning Wateh columns of the
Instructor. Every Morning Wateh observer should read
these articles,

Next.week is the halfway mark in your work for 1917,
Can you not plan to round up all your work on that day, and
be ready to enter on the last half of the year with no dutles
undone?

Junior: Instead of one long talk on John Eliot, theleader
may, if he thinks best, assign various ineidents in the life of
Eliot to be given by the children. Following are a few sug-
gestive titles:

How Boston Looked in 1631,

A Hard Language, ,

The First Book Printed in Ameriea.

The Praying Towns. )

The Knotted Handkerchief,

The Seecret of Eliot’s Courage and Faith.

Material for all these topics, except the first, will be found
in ““The Advance Guard of Missions,’’ *“Children’s Mission-
ary Story Sermons,’’ the Imstructor for June 12, and this
number of the GAZETTE,

Motto
“Prayer and Pains,
Through Faith in Jesus Christ,
Will Do Anything.”

Quiz: John Eliot

(For answergsee “The Advance Guard of Missions,* pages 21-27.)
1. How old was Boston village when John Eliot came to it?
2. Name three ““first’’ things for which he was respon-

sible in the New World. ) .
8. What did Eliot say when he had completed hig Indian

grammar?

4, What missionary lives did Fliot influence?

5. What sorrow came to him in his old age?

6. What did Baxter write to him? What did Everett
gay of him?

7. In what way did Eliot show hig desire to give God all
the glory for his work?

Paraphrase on “Our Conversation Is in Heaven,”
by John Eliot

BrHOLD the ancient and excellent character of a true
Christian; ’tis that which Peter ealls holiness in all manner
of conversation. Ye shall not find a Christian out of the
way of godly conversation. For,
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First, A seventh part of cur time is all spent in heaven,
when we are duly zealous for, and zealous on, the Sabbath
of God. Besides, God has written on the head of the Sab-
bath, Remember; which looks both forward and backward;
and thus a good part of the week will be spent in Sabbatiz-
" ing. Well, but for the rest of our time? Why, we shall have
that spent in heaven, ere we have done, For,

Seeondly, We have many days for both fasting and thanks-
giving in our pilgrimage, and here are so many Sabbaths
more. Moreover,

Thirdly, We have our lectures every week, and pious
people will not miss them if they can help it. Furthermore,

Fourthly, We have our private meetings, wherein we
pray, and sing, and repeat sermons, and confer together
about the things of God; and being now ecome thus far, we
are in heaven most every day. But a little further,

Fifthly, We perform family duties every day; we have
our morning and evening sacrifices, wherein, having read

the Seriptures to our families, we call upon the name of
God, and every now and then carefully catechize those that
are under our charge.

Sizthly, We shall also have our daily devotions in our
closets; wherein, unto supplication before the Lord, we shall
add some serious meditation upon his Word; a David will be
at this work no less than thrice a day.

Seventhly, We have likewise many scores of ejaculations
in a day; and these we have, like Nehemiah, in whatever
place we come into.

Eighthly, We have our oceasional thoughts and our ocea-
sional talks upon spiritual matters; and we have our occa-
sional acts of charity, wherein we do like the inhabitants of
heaven every day.

Ninthiy, In our eallings, in our eivil eallings, we keep up
heavenly frames, we buy and sell, and toil; yea, we eat and
drink, with some eye both to the honor and command of God
in all. BeholdI have not now leftaninch of time to be worldly;
it is all engrossed for heaven, And yet, lest there should
not be enough,

Lastly, We have our spiritual warfare. We are always
encountering the enemies of our souls, which continually
raises our hearts unto our helper and leader in the heavens,
Let no man say, It is impossible to live at this rate; for we
have known some live thus; and others that have written of
such a life, have but spun a web out of their own blessed
experiences. New England has example of this life; though,
alas! ’tis to be lamented that the distractions of the world,
in too many professors, beeloud the beauty of a heavenly
conversation. In fine, our employment lies in heaven. In
the morning, if we ask, Where am I to be today? our souls
must answer, In heaven. In the evening, if we ask, Where
have I been today? our souls may answer, In heaven, If
thow art a believer, thou art no stranger to heaven while
thou livest; and when thou diest, heaven will be no strange
place’ to thee; no, thou hast been there a thousand times
bafore.

Lessons from the Life of John Eliot

A Man of Prayer

ProBABLY the most prominent characteristicin the life of
the godly man whose life we have been reviewing, is thathe
was 2 man of prayer. It is said that he gave several hours
daily to secret prayer, and that whenever any great erisis
was before him, or whenever he faced some perplexing prob-
lem, he appointed for himself fast days. in which he ate
nothing, and spent long hours alone with God. Whenever dif-
culties, great or small, beset him, he prayed, believing that
this was the only way to encounter and overcome them. As
he often said to those who came to him with their trouble,
** When we would have any great thing to be accomplished,
the best poliey is to work by an engine which the world sees
nothing of.”’

When he entered the homes of the people, he began his
visit with prayer, and never left a roof without leaving a
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petition for the blessing of (God to rest beneath it. He kept
his heart *‘in a frame for prayer with marvelous constaney,’’
As a result of this close communion, his disposition was singu-
larly free from fretfulness. Never, except in the reproof of
sin, did he show the least anger, or manifest anything but the
greatest love and forbearance toward his fellows. He lived
near to God, in the atmosphere of heaven; he dwelt in *'the
shadow of the Almighty.”’ -

Many griefs came into the life of John Eliot, among which:
was the loss of three of his sons, who were all preparing for
the ministry. In this, as in all other things, he showed a
wonderful spirit of resignation. Like Abraham, he was will-
ing to give them back to the Lord. His own will seemed to
have been melted and molded into the will of the Lord, and
his flock looked up to him almest as a prophet of the Lord,
so nearly did he seem to be the reflection of God’s will.

~  On one oceasion, a settler named Foster had been taker
prisoner by the Turks. Eliot prayed before his congrega-
tion: ‘*Heavenly Father, work forth deliverance of thy poor
servant, Foster; and if the prince which detains him willnot
dismiss him so long as he himself lives, Lord, we pray thee
to kill that cruel prinee; kill him and glorify thyself upon
him.’" Very shortly, the man Foster appeared ameng them,
and told how the prince had been killed, and his deliverance
attained.

Loved God’s Word and House

John Elict was a great student of the Bible. To him, it
was & necessary, daily food. He always gave a certaintime
to it in the early morning, advocating that it was the only
antidote against temptation. In his ministry for the Roxbury
chureh, he appealed to his people continually to make a eon-
stant study of the Scriptures. It is told thaton one occasion
he entered the house of a merchant, whom he found in his
eounting-room. Various mercantile books were lying upon
the table, and upon a shelf near by were several devotional
books. Eliot, although practieally a stranger to the man, im-
mediately addressed him thus: “8ir, here is Earth upon the
table, and Heaven on the shelf. Pray don’t sit so much at
the table as altogether to forget the shelf.”” He himself fed
eontinuaily upon the living Word of God, and it did not fail
to give him power in his work,

In spite of his many duties with his own church and
with the Indians, Eliot went often to church services, for the
pure love of being in a religious atmosphere. Truly it could be:
said of him, ‘I have loved the habitation of thy house,” He
listened to all that was said with diligent attention, and took
part in all the devotional exereises. On the way home he
would often reproduce the sermon to which he had listened,
for the benefit of those who might be traveling with him, and
to impress upon his own mind the thoughts that the speaker
had set forth, His reverence for the house of God was re-
markable. He himself never desecrated it with secular
thoughts or words, and his hearers were uneonseiously led by
his example to maintain the same high standard of worship--
ful devotion.

Faithful in Sabbath Keeping

His observanece of the Sabbath was remarkable. One of
his favorite quotations was, ‘‘ Poor Sabbaths make poor
Christians,”” This was one of the things which he enjoined
very strictly upon the Indians, Sundown always found him
ready to welcome the Lord’s day with thanksgiving and
prayer, and he turned hizs thoughts entirely to heavenly
things.

Eliot is said to have been remarkably dead to the sinfuf
pleasures of thig life. The grandeurs of this world were to
him what they would be to a dying man. He was very ab-
stemious in diet, clothed himself always in miodest apparel,
and frowned upon all pleasures that were not useful or
educational. Worldly temptations were not alluring to him,
because, as he said, he always took his antidote before the
devil was up in the morning. Among his church members
and among the Indians, he always set an example of extreme:
simplicity and earnestness in every phase of life.
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A Generous Giver

Perhaps the quality of this earnest man that was most
noticeable among his associatés was his charity. He gave
his entire life to the Lord’s work, and ali his goods to the
Lord’s poor, and he encouraged others to give of their bless-
ings also. The poor called him their father. His wife used
to chide him for being too charitable. On one oceasion, the
chureh treasurer gave him his salary in a handkerchief, and
tied it in many knots, so that he would not give his money
all away before he got home. On the way; he called at the
home of a4 poor woman who seemed to be in great distress,
and he at once tried to open the bag, that he might help her,
Finding great difficuly in getting the knots untied, he passed
her the whole bag, saying, ‘‘Here, I believe the Lorddesigns
it all for you.”” But he himself never went begging; for
his friends loved and supported him even after he was no
longer able to work. )

Eliot as a Peacemaker

The intense love for his fellow men that filled his soub
. gave him one other distinet characteristic, a peaceful dispeo-
sition. ‘‘Bear, forbear, forgive,”” was the motto of hislife,
and the text of mény a sermon. On one occasion he was:
called to counsel with some other ministers over a guarrel
between two of the church members. As he entered the
roébm, he walked over to the table where the documents,
letters, ete., concerning the disagreement lay, picked thenm
up, and cast them inte the fire. To the preachers, who
sprang up in resentment, he said. ‘“You need not be aston-
ished at what I have done, for I did it on my knees before I
came here.”” The quarrels among the Indian iribes were
always a great grief to him; but his constant admonition and
beautiful example had a wonderful effect upon them, which
the colonial magistrates were never able to comprehend ox
explain,

Teacher and Minister

Fliot was a close student and lover of nature, and he loved
to draw lessons from her beauties and from the objects
about him. On onhe occasion, he, with a company of others,
wag walking up the hill to the Roxbury church. Eliot
remarked fervently, ‘‘ This is very like the way to heaven; "tis
uphill: the Lord, by his grace, fetchus up!”’ Then spying a

bush near by, he added, ““And truly, there are thorns and °

briers in the way, too.”’

As a minister, Eliot was capable and efficient. In England,
he had mastered Latin, Hebrew and Greek, and he loved to
read the Seriptures in the original. He had a keen insight
into the liberal arts, and loved good books; but his greatest
study was theology. He was mighty in the Word, and
showed himself ‘‘a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed.’” He had a plain and powerful way of preaching
that gripped the hearts of his hearers, and his words in their
ears usually resulted in action in their lives. He was never
afraid to reprove vice and sin in a lively and effective way,
but his heart was always full of love for the sinner. To
young preachers he gave the advice, ‘‘Pray; let there be
much of Christ in your ministry.’’, Christ was in all his
ministry, and Christ was the theme of every sermon. His
fidelity, zeal, earnestness, and preseverance are worthy of
the emulation of every one who is living for the same Christ.
May the Lord raise up many such laborers as was the
apostolic Eiiot, to enter his harvest.

The Example of Jesus

THAT fine discrimination that Jesus revealed in refusing
to bring a railing accusation against the enemy, when con-
tending about the body of Moses, counsels us to manifest
gentle consideration and courtesy even toward those we
know io be in fault. Perhaps in no case is it more difficult
to reveal a spirit of true Christian courtesy than in dealing
with persons who are not congenial to us, whose manner for
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some reason ig repellent. It may be that they are altogether
too willing, for our enjoyment, to give us the pleasure of
their society. It may be that they are backboneless appar-
ently, depending upon us to carry them socially or religiously.
Whatever may be the cause, we shall find great help in
remembering that they belong to the Saviour, that he may
recognize them even as his own children, heirs with him of
the eternal kingdom. Then how can we be discourteous or
unkind to them? It does not follow, however, from this
that we should allow ourselves to be subjected to continual
annoyance, It may be a necessary courtesy we owe the per-
son to tell him kindly and frankly the thing that makes his
company unacceptable. But such an event allows of no bit~
terness orill feeling on our part.

Some of us may be too honest, so we think, to say weare
glad to see one when we are not; we may be too honesttoask
one to come again when really we prefer not to have the per-
son call, Thisis commendable, We should certainly refrain
from saying we are glad if we are not; but Christian courtesy
demands far more than this of us. It demands that we get
rid of that peeuliarly unkind feeling that is hidden in the
heart, so that we shall be really glad to see all who may
come to our door, for we know not but that an angel of God
would like to have us minister to them if they cannot to us.
Not until one is possessed fully of this spirit, can one be
truly courteous. )

Professor Van Dyke asks the pertinent question in one of
his books, * Why should we hate like Satan when we may
love tike God?’’ So, in accordance with this idea, I would
ask, Why should any of us pass down the years disregarding
the courtesies of life, wounding -and discouraging others,
when we might, like Jesus, scatter blessings all along life’s
pathway by showing thoughtful courtesies to all with whom
we have business or social relations?

Fanwie D. CHASE.

Is It Nothing to You?

Is it nothizi% to you, O ye Christians,!
That millions of beings today,
In the heathen darkness of China,
Are rapidly passing away?
They have never heard the story
Of the Loving Lord who saves,
And ¥ fourteen hundred every hour
. Are sinking to Christless graves!’’

Is it nothing to you, O ye Christiang,!
t in India’s far away land
There are thousands of peopie pleading
For the touch of a Saviour’s hand?
They are groping and trying to find him;
+  And although he is ready to save,
Eight hundred precious souls each hour
Sink into a Christless grave!

1s it nothing to you, O ye Christians,!
That Africa walks in night?"
That Christians at home deny them
The blessed gospel light?
The cry goes up this morning
From a heartbroken race of slaves,
And seven hundred every hour
Sink into Christiess graves!

Ia it nothing to you, O ye Christians?!
Will ye pass by amfsay,

It is nothing; we cannot aid them?

' You can give, or go, or pray;

You can save your souls from bloodguiltiness;
For in lands you never trod

The heathen are dying every day,
And dying without God,

Ig it nothing to you, O ye Christians?®
Dare ye say lye have naughi to do??
All over ‘L}he world they wait for the light;
And is it nothing to you?
—G. P T, in Missionary Review,

1 On first four lines, hold out left hand, paim up,
2 Same gesture as first, with right hand.
8 Both hands out, weight of body thrown forward on right foot,
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REMEMBER that noise does not always mean power. “‘It
takes five hundred times more power to produce light than
it takes to produee noise.” Is your society shining or
shouting?

ONE dollar for each Junior Volunteer in Louisiana is the
gmount the State secretary is aiming at. 'The circulating
library idea has taken root in Louisiana, and a sturdy plant
is hoped for,

Missionary Volunieers Who Help a Society

THOSE who mean business. ‘
Those who are not afraid of doing more than their share,
Those who speak out.
Those who like to try thiugs.
Those who have grit.
Those who work well with others,
Those who are just ag ready to lead as to follow, or to
follow as to lead.
Those who are not conceited.
Those who are not falsely modest.
. Blessed is the society which numbers these among its
members, — Adapted. .

Forty Times—So Far

A SISTER in western Washington, who has read the Bible
through thirty times during the past thirty-one years, and
who has read the Bible through abont forty times in her life-
time, writes:

“I first began veading the Bible through by course about
sixly years ago, when I was seven years old, and finished, I
think, the following year. About forty years ago, in Mich-
igan, the elder of the church to which I belonged gave us a
monthly schedule for reading the Bible through in a year.
I can remember only one year since then that I have not fol-
lowed the same schedule, reading the Bible through every
vear. And I want to say that the year just past has opened
up the Bible to we as never before. FEach year hasrevealed
new beauties and new truths, This last year Thave thoroughly
learned the Morning Watch verses, and I wish all our old
people could know the comfort there is in them.”’

f

Missionary Volunteer Programs for the
Third Quarter of 1917

July 7 Trinmph of Religious Liberty in Peru.
July 14: Honesty (Tithe, Offerings, ete.).

July 21: A Missionary Church (fthe Moraviang).
July 28: Local Society Work.

August 4: A Missionary Family (The Scudders).
August 111 An Education—Why, When, and How?
August 18: Migsionary Volunteer Reading Courses.
August 25: Union Conference Goal Dollar Day.
September 1: Loyalty.

September 8: God’s Keepin% Power--Help for the Tempted,
September 161 The Great Siave Maker,

September 22: Misgion Work in Modern Babel.
September 29: Qpen,

MISSIONARY VOLUNTERR DEPARTMENT

“S0 with youth’s ardor glowing,
) We form a Christian band,
The mind of Jesus knowing,
We for his honor gtand.,
For he is our Endeavor - .
And to hitn we belong,
Whose grace shall fail us never,
Whose love inspires our song.,”’
—Stello, M, Milne.

Miss'lon\ary Exercise for Four Children

(Each child presents a letter of the word GIVE at the close of her stanza.)

FiraT CHILD:

“FroM Greenland’s icy mountains,’’
So runs the hymn of old;
Beside those mammoth jcebergs

Dwell hearts perhaps as cold;
But warmed by Christian sunlight,
IMymining the land, ‘

Bleak earth becomes an Hden,
And so for G I stand.

SECOND CHILD:

You know how run the verses:
““From India’s coral strand’’

Comes forth the call for workers—

A larger, stronger band; .
Buddhist and erring Braham

The Saviour’s call must heed,
And taste God’s péace aternal,
And therefore I must plead.!

THIRD CHILD!

From far-off Venezuela,
To popish bonds a slave,
From Yan and Coroneje,
Which Eastern waters lave,
The same loud voice is calling
Which sounded years agone!:
¢ Come over here and help ugl”’
The cry of Macedon,

FourTH CHILD:

From Ethiopia’s borders
And wastes of burning sands,
Which eruel, davk-skinned Arabs
Infest with hostile bands,
By day and night unceasing
There comes the pleading cvy:
“Bring us the truth you cherish;
Q, bring it ere we die! "

ALL TOGETHER:

(ive of your prayers and blessings;
Give of your store, though small;
Give of your time and service;
Give self —hest gift of all.

—Isabelle H, Fitz, in Mission Dayspring.

1 Emphasize © I"" strongly.

Programs for Week Ending June 30

THIS “‘openmeeting *’ marks the halfway station in your
societ; worﬁ)( for 1917.” Six months of the year have gone—
what has your society accomplished? Why not have a Six
Months’ Survey, with brief reports of the different lines of
activity carried on by your society, the most interesting
illustrated by charts?

What of your Goals? Are you reaching them? Is your

Bible Year enrolment keeping up? What about those who
. are studying for the Standard of Attainment?

Note some of the ways in which the Lord has especially
blessed your society, and shown his approval of your efforts
to work with him. .

1f poasible, some time should be devoted to Current Mis-
slons, %'leaning the most interesting items from recent nuin-
bers of the Raview and other papers, There is so much
material that the only trouble will be to salect that which is
best and most comprehensive. Through the workers in the
fields abroad, and the blessing on their work, the Lord is
ealling his Volunteers into mission gervice at home and in
distant lands,
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