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Chureh Offiters’ General
Instruction Department

Rebuking Sin

Tiu apostle Paul in giving instruction to Timothy, as
an elder dealing with conditions arising in the local
churches, wrote: “ Them that sin rebuke before all, that oth-
ers also may fear.” 1 Tim. 5: 20.

To administer saving rebuke requires, perhaps, some of
the finest qualities of mind and heart on the part of the
one administering it. It caunot be done hastily. It requires
careful thought and preparation, lest in the administering
of the rebuke, more harm iban good shall result.

Tt is understood that the kind of rebuke spoken of in
thig fext ig that dealing with known.gin, That is, all know
of the sin that is to be rebulked “ before all.” The wrong
is apparent. This being troe, if left unrebuked, before God
the wlhole church in a measure becomes involved in the
guilt of the wrongdoer. It musi be corrected and the atii-
tude of the church known, before the church is free from
responsibility in the matter. Yet the rebuking must be done
in love and kindness toward the ocne who has {ransgressed.
No bitter arraignment is to be made; no words of censure
spoken to the erring one, lest he be driven farther away
from God, and be lost in discouragement.

The example of the Master in rebuling one of his fore-
most diseiples is full of suggestlon as to how an elder or
church official should deal with offenders against God,

The one to be rebuked was Peter, Three {imes had he
denied thal he even knew his Leord, who at that moment
was passing through the great trial of his life, upon the
ouicome of which hung the destiny of a lost world. How
Jesus needed the Jlove, sympathy, and loyalty of every ome
of his disciples! Peter and John had secured admisslon into
the court where Jesus was upon trial before the high priest.
How lhey could have helped him by standing true to him!
But Peter falled, utterly failed in this supreme moment of
his life, and denied his Master three times, emphasizing the
last denial with an oath. Jesus looked at him. That was
all, But oh, the love, wonder, and pity in that look! It
sent Peter back to the garden where, in bitterness of soul,
he wept and prayed for forgiveness.

Some days later, over in Galilee, Jesus stoed on the shore
one morning. He had some fish broiling on the coals, and
the disciples brought some of their miraculous draft also.

“When they had dined, Jesus saith unto Simon Peter,
Simon, son of Jonag, lovest thou me more than these?”

‘What a rebuke! And yet not one word is =aid regarding
Simon’s base denial after hig proteslation that, should all
the disciples forsake the Master, yet would not he. Peter
said, “Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee” BRefors
them all the question is repeated, “ Lovest thou me?” The
same answer. Again Jesus presses home the rebuke by
saying, “ 8imon, son of Jomas, lovest thou me?” Peter is
now grieved “because he said unto him the third time,
Lovest thou me?” But his self-asserted beasting over hig
fellow disciples is gone, while Jesus three times commands
him to feed his sheep and lambs. And then, before them
all Jesus said, “ Follow me.”’

Thus in tender loving-kindness, without one word about
his base denial in the high priest’s court, Peter is reinstated
into the confidence of his brethren, through this wisely ad-
ministered, yet just rebuke of the Master. The repentant
Peter was saved (o the church, because his sin was rebuked
and put away.

“With intense inferest angels are watching to see how
man deals with his fellow man. When the heavenly mes-
sengetrs see that we show tender sympathy for the erring,
they press clpse to our side, bringing to our remembrance
words that will soothe and comfort the soul. . . . Most piti-
ful is the condition of the one who is guffering from re-
morge. He is as one stunned, staggering, sinking to the
ground, The tired, tempted, confused soul cannot see any-
thing clearly. O, them, let no word be gpoken to cause
deeper gshame! Help once more to his feet the one who has
fallen. With skilled hands bind up the wounds that sin has
made. J.et not your words, like devastating hail, beat down
and destroy the hope springing up in the heart, A soul hurt
is often a soul destroyed. Any neglect on your pari, any
exaltation of self, any hasty, passionate words, may set the
soul on the road to destruction, placing him where he will
never find the road that leads heavenward.”— Mrs., B, G.
Whate, in Review and Herald, Jan., 26, 1911,

God’s loving heavenly kindness, therefore, must shine
forth 1n cvery rebuke that before all needs to be adminis-
tered, that the offender may be rescued, as both himself aud
the church are freesd from his sin. T. E- B.

The Seven Deacons

“IN those days, when the number of the disciples was
multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against
the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the
daily ministration,” Actg 6.1,

Among the believers were not only those who were Jews
by birth and spoke the Hebrew tongue, but alse residents of
other countries who used the Greek language., Between
these iwo clagses there had long existed disirust and even
antagonism; and though thelr hearts were now softened and

-united by Christian love, yet their contentions were easily

aroused, Thug it came to pass that as disciples were mul-
tiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the
Hebrews. The cause of complaint was an alleged neglect
of the Greek widows “in the daily ministration,” Such
ineguality would have heen contrary to the spirit of the
gospel, and prompt measures were taken to remove all occa-
sion for dissatisfaction,

Summoning a meeting of the believers, the apostles
stated that the time had come when they should be relieved
from the task of apportioning to the poor, and from similar
burdens, so that they would be free to preach Christ.
“Wherefore, brethren,” they said, “look ye out among you

seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wis--
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dom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will
give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry
of the word.” Verses 3, 4 This advice was followed, &nd
the seven chosen men were solemnly set apart for their
duties by prayer and the laying on of hands.

The appointment of the seven was greatly Dblessed of
God. The church advanced in numbers and strength, “ And
a great company of the priests were ohedient to the faith.”
Verse 7. This success was due both to the greater fresdom
secured to the apostles and to the zeal and power mani-
fested by the seven deacons, The fact that these brethren
had been ordeined for a special work did not exclude them
from teaching the feith. On the contrary, they were fully
qualified to instruet others in the truth, and they engaged
in the work with great earnestness and success,

Order in the Charch

The game order and system that were necessary in the
dayvs of the aposiles should be maintained in the church of
today. The prosperity of the cause depends very largely
upon itg various departments’ being conducted by men of
ability, who are gqualified to flll the positions in which they
are placed. Those who are chosen of God to he leaders in
the cause of truth, having the general oversight of the spir-
itual interests of the church, should be relieved as far asg
possible from cares and perplexities of a temporal nature,
Those whom God has called to minister in word and doe-
trine ghould have time for meditation, prayer, and study
af the Scriptures. Their clear spiritual discernment is
dimmed if they are gbliged to enter into the lesser detailg
of busginess, and to deal with the various temperaments of
those who meet together in church capacity, All difficult
matters of a temporal nature should he brought hefore the
proper officers, to be adjusied by them, But if these matterg
are of so perpisxing a character as to baflle the wisdom
of these officers, they should he carried into the counecil of
those who have the oversight of the entire echurch.

God is, a God of order, and he is well pleased with the
efforts of his people in trying to bring system and order
into hig work on the earth. REverything connected with
heaven is in perfeet order. Subjection and thorough disci-
pline mark the movements of the angelic host,

Only by order and harmonious action can success be
attained, God requires order and system in hig work now,
06 less than in the days of old, He desires his work to be
carried on with thoroughness and exactness, that he may
place upon it the seal of his approval. Christian is to he
united to Christian, chureh {o ¢hurch, the human instru-
mentality ¢o-operating with the divine, every agency subor-
dinated to the Holy Spirit, and all combined in giving to the
warld the good tidings of the grace of God.

“God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in
all churches of the saints.” 1 Cor, 14: 33, There was order
in the church when Christ was on the earth, and after his
departure, order was strictly observed among the disciples.
And now, in these last days, when God is bringing his chil
dreny into the unity of the faith, there is more real need
of order than ever hefore; for as God seeks to unite hig
people, SBdtan and hig angels strive to destroy this unity,

The Human Body an Example

As all the different members of the human gystem unite
to form the entire hody, and each performs ity office in
obedience fo the inteclligence that governs the whole, so the
members of the chureh of Christ should be united in one
symmetrical body, subject to the sanctified intelligetce of
the whoje. “ As the body is one, and hath many members,
and all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body: so also is Christ, For hy one Spirit are we all bap-
tized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gertiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one memher, but
many.

“If the foot shali say, Because I am not the hand, I am
nol of the body; is it therefore not of the body? And if the
ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the
body; is it therefore not of the hody? If the whole body

were an eye, where wers the hearing? If the whole were
hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath God set.
the members every one of them in the bedy, as it hath
pleased him. . . .

“(od hath tempered the body together, having given
more abundant honor to that part which lacked: that there
should be no gchism in the body; bui that the members
should have the same care one for another. And whether
one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one
member be honored, all the members rejoice with it”
1 Cor, 12: 12.26,

Another Ilustration

While traveling in Switzerland, we passed a large build-
ing in process of erection. Many men were at work. Some
were bringing stones from the quarry, others were squaring,
gshaping, and measuring these gtones, and yet others were
placing them in their proper positions in the building. In
charge of the different departments were experienced work-
ers, whose part it was to see that the work was done with
faithfulnegs and thoroughness. Over all the men, superin-
tending the work on the entire building, was the master
buiider.

United action and perfect order prevailed among the
men, and the work moved forward rapidly, Every one wasg
doing something. I was told that in the mountains other
men were at work, felling trees for the timber neededa in the
building, and floating them down the stream.

To me this sizht was an chject lesson of the way in
which the Lord‘s work is to be carried forward. 1n his work
there are many different branches. Workers of different
talents and capabilitieg are needed. Every one is to do his
best, and all are to work under the direction of the great
Head of the church, Christ Jesus.

The apostle says: “ There are diversities of gifts, but the
same Spirit, - And there are differences of admimstrations,
but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations,
but it is the same God which worketh ail in all. . .. For
as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one hody, being many, are one hody. so
also i8 Christ” 1 Cor, 12: 4-12,

God has intrusted different gifts to the different members
of his body. He hag given them such talents and opportu-
nilies a8 will best promote the advancement of hig kingdom.
In their different lines of work, they have one Head., Tho
same Spirit works through them, There Ig to be harmo-
nious action, though the gifts differ.— Mrs, E. G. Whiie, in
Review qrd Hereld, Feb. 16, 1971,

My Soul, Arouse!

Anrovsk thyself, my sounl,

Wake from thy sleep;
Light shines from pole lo pole:

SBeelx Christ’s lost sheep;
Tarth’s long, dark, dreary night,
Freighted with sin’s distressing blight,
Increasing hardships in the fight,

Ts almost gone.

Arguse thyself, my soul,
Heed Jesus’ call;
We've nearly reached the goal,
The shadows fall;
Redemption’s day is drawing nigh;
Signs in the earth and sea and sky
Tell plainly that the morn is nigh,
When Christ will come.

Arouse thyself, my souj,
Thou must not shirk,
Soon Christ will call the roll,
And close his work,
Then, shout the news in every land,
That Christ’s blest kingdom is at hand,
That all who will may tale their stand
For Zion’s King,

— Thomas H. Craddock.

WE are as liable to be corrupted by books as by compan-
ions,— Pielding.
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Home Missionary %epartment'

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath
Home Missionary Service
(To be held April 26)

OreMivg Soneg: Hymns and Tunes, No, 1205; Christ in
Song, No, 860.

Seripture Reading: Psalm 103.

Prayer.

Song: Hymms and Tunes, No. 1248; Christ in Song,
No. 548,

Report of Church Missionary Secretary.

Bible Study: God's J.ove.

Reading: A Human Picture of God.

Bpecial Musie,

Reading: Some Missionary HEpigrams.

Reading: Responsibilities of the Chureh for the Youth.

Coltection.

Closing Song: Doxology.

God’s Love

14 How doeg the Lord pity his children? Ps. 103: 13.
2. How will he spare his children? Mal. 3: 17.
3, What other tender picture of God's love iz given us?
Isa, 66: 12.
4. Whal led the Father to give hisz Son for sinners?
John 3: 16.
5. How enduring is this love? Jer. 31: 3.
6. For whom did Christ die? Rom, 5: 7, 8.
7. Having given hiz Son, what else may we expet
freely from hiz hands? Rom. 8: 22,
8. Can anything separate usg from the love of God?
Rom. 8: 35-39.
. 9. How is this same love shed abroad in our hearis?
Rom. 5: 5,
16. By what do we know that we are children of the
Lord? 1 John 3: 14,

A Human Picture of God

InrustraATIONS of God from our common life are never
full, and must nol he taken too criiically, bul they are some
times wonderfully vivid and very helpful. Anything that
malkes God seem recal and near helps.

A few years ago I heard a simple story of real life from
%he.lips of a New England clergyman. It was told of a
brother clergyman of the same denomination, and stationed
in the same city with the man who told me.

This clergymar had a son, about fourteen years of age,
who, of course, was going to school. One day the boyp’s
leacher called at the house and asked for the father. When
they met, he said:

“Is your son sick?”

“No; why?”

“ He was not at school today.”

“You don’t mean it!”

“Nor yesterday.”

“Indeed! ”

“Nor the day before.” .

“Well!

“ And 1 supposed he wag sick.”

“No, he's not siek.”

“Well, I thought I should tell you™

And the father thanked him, and the ieacher left. The
father sat thinking about his son and those three days.
By and by he heard a elick at the gate, and he knew the
boy was coming in. So he went to the door to meet him at
orce. And the boy knew as he looked up that the father
knew about thoge three days.

And the father said, “ Come into the library, Phil”

~And Phil went and the door was shut.

Then the father said very guietly, “ Phil, yvour teacher
was here a little while ago. He tells me you were not at
school today, nor yesterday, nor the day before, And we
thought you were. You let ug think you were. And you
don’t know how bad I feel about this. I have always said

I could trust my boy Phil. I always have trusted you. And
here you have been a living lie for three whole days, I
can’t tell you how bad I feel about it.* .

Well, it was hard on the boy to be talked to in that
gentle way. If his father had spokern to him roughly, or
had talen him out to the woodshed, in the réar of the dwell-
ing, it wouldn‘t have been nearly so hard,

Then his father said, *“ We'll get down and pray.” And
the thing wasg getting harder for Phil all the time. He
didn‘t want to pray just then, Most people don’t about that
time,

And they got down on their knees, side by side. And the
father poured out his heart in prayer. And the boy Ilis-
tened. Somehow he saw himself in the looking-glass of his
knee joints as he hadn’t hefore. It is gqueer about that
mirror of the knee joints, the things you see in it. Most
people don’t like to use it much. And they got up from
their knees. The father's eyes were wel., And Phil's eyes
were not dry. i

Then the father gaild, “ My boy, there's a law of life,
that where there is sin there is suffering. You can’t get
those two things apart. Wherever there is suffering there
has been sin, somewhere, by somebody. And wherever there
ig sin there will be suffering, for some one, Somewhere;
and likely most for those closest to you.”

“Now,” he gaid, “my boy, you have done wrong. So
we'll do this, You go upstair: to the attiec. I'll make a
little bed for you there in the corner. We'll bring your
meals up to you at the usual times. And you stay up in
the attic three days and three nights, as long as you've been
a living lie.” And the boy didn't say a word. They climbed
the attic steps. The falher kigged his boy, and left him
alone,

Supper time came, and the father and mother sat down
to eat. But they conldn’t eat for thinking of their son. The
longer they chewed on the food, the bigger and drier it got
in their mouths. And swallowing was clear out of the
gquestion., And the mother said, “Why don’t you eat?”
And he said softly, " Why don’t you eat?’” And, wilh a
catch in her throal, she said, “I can’t, for thinking of
Fhil’” And he said, “That's what’s bothering me.”

And they rose from the supper table, and went into the
sittipg-room, e took up the evening paper, and she began
gsewing., His eyesight was not very good. He wore glagses,
and tonight they seemed to blur up. He couldn't gee the
print distinctly. It must have been the glasses, of course.
So he took them off, and wiped them with great care, and
then found the paper was upside down. And she tried to
sew. DBut the thread broke, and she eouldn‘t seem to get
the thread into the needle again. How we all reveal our-
selves in jusl guch details!

By and by the clock struck tem, their usual hour for retir-
ing. But they made no move to go. And the mother szaid
quietly, < Aren‘t you going to bed?” And he said, “I'm

not sleepy; I think I'll sit up a while longer; you go.” * No,
I guess Pl wait up a while too.” And the cloek struck
eleven; then the bands clicked around close to twelve, And

they arose, and went to bed; but not to sleep. Each one
pretended to be asleep. And each knew the other was not
asleep,

. After a bit ghe sald,— woman is always the lteener,—
“Why don’t you steep?” And he said softly, “ How aid
you know I wasn’l sleeping? Why don’t you sieep? ™ And
she said, with that same gueer catch in her voice, “ ¥ can’t,
for thinking of Phil.,” He said, “That's the bother with
me.” And the clock struck one; and then two; still no sleep,
At last the fa’ther gaid, “ Mother, I can't stand this. I'm
going upstairs with Phil.”’ :

And he took his pillow, and went softly out of the room;
climbed the attic steps softly, and pressed the lateh sofily
so as not to wake the hoy if he were asleep, and tiptoed
acrogs to the cormer by the window., There the boy lay,
wide-awake, with something glistening In his eyes, and what
Jooked like stains om his cheeks, And the father got down
between the sheets, and they got their arms around each
other’s neeks, for they had always been the best of friends,
and their tears gol mixed up on each other’s cheeks,— you
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couldn’t have told which were the father’s and which the
son’s. Then they slept together until the morning light
brolke.

When sleep time came the second night, the father said,
“ Good night, mother. I'm going up with Phil again.” And
the second night he shared his boy's punishment in the
attic. And the third night when sieep time came again,
again he said, “ Mother, good night. I'm going up with the
boy.,” And the third night he shared his son’s punishment
with him.

That boy, now a man grown, in the thews of his strength,
my acquaintance told me, is telling the story of Jesus with
tongue of flame and life of flame out in the hearg of China.—
8. D. Gordon, tn * Quiet Talks with World-Winners.”

Responsibilities of the Church for the Youth

As the dark, muttering clouds foreshadowing the world’s
doom become darker and more threatening, great earnest-
ness should characterize the lives of God’s people, and great
activity should mark their work of saving lost souls. Your
ability is the measure of your responsibility at this
time. From those to whom much is given much will be
required. It is not sufficient now to be a nominal church
member, lukewarm and fainthearted; we must be in ear-
nest, ready to spring to the battle at the sound of the
trumpet. The call of Moses, “ Who is on the Lord’s side?
let him come unto me,” is a eall to us to take our stand on
the Lord’s side. It is no time now, when souls are in the
balance, to dance around the golden calf. If we saw a
man in a burning house, stupefied by the smoke, or saw one
wandering on the brink of a precipice, blind to his peril,
and left him to perish, we shouid be held accountable for
his death, Likewise, we must be greatly in earnest for the
salvation of those ready to perigh.

Within our ranks are many thousands of youth and chil-
dren, *“a heritage of the Lord.” Ps. 127: 3. Many of these
are unsaved, and the time for their rescue will soon be past.
Surely we cannot git indifferent and unmoved while they are
without hope. The respongibility for their salvalion rests
with the church. Than this there is no greater responsi-
Pility, God will held us aceountable for the flock whiceh is
among us. .

A preacher has said, “ He who saves the ¢hildren saves
the chureh.” In this work of saving the youth and children
within our churches, God has lajd upon the older members
a’ work thie magnitude of which can be measured only in
the light of eternity. There is an hour coming when the
guestion will be asked, “ Where is the flock that was given
thee, thy beautiful fleek?” What shall we say when the
searching question is asked, Have you allowed the youthfyl
flock to be devoured by wolves? To save these youth will
require the lifeblood of some one. OQur churches musi rise
to the height of this ideal and give their liveg for the salva-
tion of the children. There has never been a good and last-
ing work done on earth that was not done at the cost of
some one's life. Every truly converted person longs for
the salvation of others.

From the deck ¢f an ocean liner a boat was seen drifiing
in mid-ocean. It had come from a sinking vessel, and the
liner immediately sent a hoat and erew to the rescue, +In
the bottom of the drifting hoat was found a man, exhausted
and unconscious. As he was lifted inte the other boat, he
partly revived, and the first feehle words heard from his
lips were, “ There’s another man in the hoat.” BSaved him-
self, his first thought was the safety of another,

This illustrates the spirit of the true Christian. One
of the first evidences of conversion is an interest in some
other person’s salvation, Surely this interesi should go out
toward our youth. The youth who sits hy your side in the
chureh may not be your bey or girl, but he is semebody’s
child, and you should labor untiringly fer his salvation.

We must come into close, sympathetic touch with these
young people, and much can be done by manifesting a warm-
hearted, personal interest in them. Sociability goes a long
way in winning their respect and confidence. Our teaching
and admonition should not fali like hard gravel, but like

-
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the gentle rain. I sometimes fear our efforts to help the
young people are illustrated by the story told of a man
who was drowning in a poad on a cold day. Some one
gave him the ice-covered end of a plank. The man tried
repeatedly to get hold of it Lo save himself, but finally in
despair he cried: “ Give me the other end of the plank!
this end is iey.” In our efforts to win {he young, we need
to be sure that we do not hold out to them the icy end of
the plank; we must get in warm, personal touch with them,

Qur work is to resurrvect the dead; te bring life to those
who are “dead In trespasses and sms.” The miracle
wrought by Elisha throws some light on how this may be
done. The son of the Shunammite woman was dead. In
her sorrow and distregs, the woman laid him on Eiisha’s
bed and hastened to the man of God for help. “ When
Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead,
and laid upon his bed. He went in therefore, and shut the
door upon them twain, and prayed unto the Lord, And he
went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon
his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon
his hands: and he strefched himself upon the child; and
the flesh of the child waxed warm, Then he returned, and
walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched
himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and
the child opened his eyes.” 2 Kings 4: 32-35.

TEiisha had to deal with a dead child. He was not sat-
isfled with merely cleansing the dead body, wrapping it in
linen, and leaving it siill a corpse. He was not satisfled,
either, when lhe corpse seemed to wax warm, The dead
must Hve. He lay on it until life was restored. There are
dead chijidren and youth in many of our churches, and our
responsibility is similar to Elisha’s. It i1s not enough to
teach the youth about the Bible; to instruct them with beau-
tiful lessons drawn from Holy Writ; fto inculeate moral
duties. Our work is to bring life from heaven into their
souls. If we fail in ihis, our work is a failure, and we have
faijed in the discharge of our responsibilities.

In every church theres are lost hoys and girls who need
some one to show them the way to the Father's house,
Their condition is a new appeal to us for help. I was
on a camp-ground once when the word went out that a
little boy who had been left in a tent whils his parents
attended the morning meeting was logt. Socon the whole
camp was astir. Anxiety was seen on every face; breakfast
was forgotten —nobody cared to eat. The people were scat-
tered in every direction, and continued their search untjl
the losgt ¢hild was found; then all rejoiced. In every church
there are lost boys and girls, but no such stir ag this is
made. Why is it, I ask? Can any one give a satisfactory
reason for this indifference? What can you say personally?

A clergyman was once walking on Broadway in New
York City. He noticed a crowd, and stopped. They had
gathered aboul a litlle stray child who had become sepa-
rated from friends and did not know his way home. The
child looked up and, seeing a look of sympathy on the gen-
tleman’s face, stretched out his hands, and pleadingly said,
“Won't you please show me my way home?” The clergy-
man says: “ That ery has been sounding in my ears ever
since, when ¥ find myself near a wandering soul like that
boy in the city.” Would Lthat this cry might sound in our
ears until we take a personal interest in every hoy and girl
who does not know the way home, and labor unceasingly
untii the child is restored to our Father’s household!

This work cannot be done by proxy. We musi ourselves
come intc clogse personal relationship with the young., A
visitor to a pottery ohserved a workman molding a vessel,
The process seemed very slow, and the visitor asked 1f there
was no tool that could do the work., ‘No’ replied the
potter, “we have tried several, but somehow, in this work,
wo must have the human touch.,” 8o in molding the souis
of the youth for the Master, there must be the personal
touch., We must do the work ourselves, not through some
other person. Have we discharged thigs responsibility in the
past as we should? If not, what shall be our attitude in
the future?

Perhaps it would help us to manifest greater interest in
the youth if we could realize fully the value of even one
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e¢hild? How much are the children worth who sit in your
church? What is each one of them worth? Who can tell?
If one of them is your child, how much is he worth? What
would you give to have him saved? Iow much would it
take to reconeile you to the thought that he must be eter-
naily lost? The following ineident will serve to impress
deeply this thought upon gur hearts:

“ A farmer in North Carclina onece drove with two high-
mettled horses into the town, Stopping in front of one of
the stores, he was aboui to enter, when his hoarses took
fright. He sprang in front of them, and herolcally seized
the bridles, Maddened by strange noises, the horses dashed
down the street, the man still clinglng to ithem. On they
rushed, until the horses, wild with frenzy, reared on their
haunches and, leaping upon the man, came with a crash to
the earth. When the people came to rescue the bleeding
body of the man, they found him in death’s last agony. A
friend, bending tenderly over him, asked:

“ ¢ Why did you sacrifice your life for horses and wagon?’

“He gasped with his last breath, “GGo and logk in the
wagon.”

“They turned, and there asleep_in the straw, lay his
little boy.

“ As they lald the mangled form of the hero in his grave,
no one said, ‘ The sacrifice is too great.””

It was the little boy asleep in the wagon that caused
the father to sacrifice his lfe. He wag entirely oblivious to
danger, willing, if necessary, to die to save his little boy
sleeping in the siraw, Did he make too great a sacrifice?
Nobody would say he did.

There are boys worth just as much as this boy who s}t
unsaved in our churches every Sabbath., Should we not put
forth as strong effort for them, as this father put forth lo
save his boy?

While we are doing splendidly in raising funds for Korea
and China and India and other parts of the world, we must
remember that our own children are just as valuable as any
child in Korea or China, or gs any of the Hindu hoys or
girls; and while putting forth efforts for the salvation of
those in distant lands, we must not neglect the salvation of
thoge near ug, 'The enemy i watching to take them alive
for destruction. Our work asg teachers is to disentangle
them from the web of sin, and thus have a number of boys
and .girls “taken alive” to present to the Master when he
comes. I trusi we may all have thigz blessed experience.

The story is told of a famous statwe in the Fine Aris
Gailery in Paris. It was the work of a man who, like
many other men of genius, had struggled with poverty.
His room in a garret served for both studio and sleeping-
room. “One midnight, when the statue was just finished, a
gudden frost fell upon Parig, The sculptor lay awake in his
fireless garret, and thought of the still moist clay; thought
how the moisture in ithe pores would freeze, and the dream
of his life be destroyed in a night. So the old man rose
from his cot, wrapped his bedclothes reverently about the
statue, and lay down to his sleep. In the morning the neigh-
bors found him dead. His life had gone out into his work.”

Such devolion to duty on the part of church officers,
parents, and teachers will regult in the salvation of many of
the young within our reach, and make our churches all that
they should be in saving the lost. This is our glorious
opportunity, as well ag our sacred responsibility. Tt is
given us of God, Shall we be true to the trust he has
given us? G. B. TuoMPsoN.

T,

Some Missionary Epigrams

W cannot serve God gnd mammon, but we can serve
God with mammon,”

“ The whole business of the whole church is to preach
the gospel to the whole world.”

“ The resources of God are promised {9 those who under-
take the program of God.”

“TLove never asks how much must I do, but how much
can L do.”

(Concluded on page 7)

MISSIONARY MEETINGS
Suggestive Program for First Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Season of Prayer; Minutes;
Scripture Reading: Matt. 14: 18-21; Song.

Reports of Work Done.

Bible Study: “ Give Ye Them to Hat.”

Reading: The Hungry World.

Plans for Worlz,

Closing Song.

“Give Ye Them to Eat”

1. How did the Lord make provision for the poor in
olden days? Lev. 19:9, 10.

2. What is the fast that the Lord has chosen? Isa.
58: 6, 7.

3. What did Christ command the diseiples to do for the
hungry multitudes? Luke 9: 13 (first part).

4. ‘For what will the righteous be commended in the judg-
ment? Matt, 25: 35.

5. What other kind of famine will come upon the earth
in the last days? Amos &: 11, 12,

6. How can we prepare ourgelves and our neighbors
against this famine? (Let each pergon suggest an answer
to this question.)

The Hungry World

Ix this time of stress, when millions in poor, afflicted,
and devastaled couniries are looking to the hospitality of
fruitful America for sustenance, it is the duty of every
citizen, and particularly of every Seventh-day Adventist,
whether in town or countiry, to utilize to the highest point
of efficient production, every square foot of soil in his pos-
session.  We owe such patriotic service not only to our
nation, but to our Gad. “ Is not this the fast that I have
chogen? . . . Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and
that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house?
when thou seest the naked that thow cover him; and that
thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? 'Then shall
thy light break forth ag the morning, ... and thy right-
epusness shall go before thee,” ILsa. 58: 6-8,

Hvery man, woman, and ¢hild among us can do his “ bit ”
in congervation of food and in food production to aid our
Government in its worthy work of preparation against the
day of world-famine. It is our God-given privilege today
to serve our country in the capacity of a Joseph. As God
blessed him, 0 he will bless the work of our hands in our
efforts to sustain the lives of our fellow men, who at this
time look to the “ cradle of liberty ™ for physical food and
protection, as they once looked to her for spirituai encour-
agement and religious freedom. The members of the rem-
nant church should this summer set forth the neatest gar-
dens and the most productive farms in all America. In this
we can reveal the character of Him who with compas=+ion
fed the hungry multitudes, Such an example will reflect
glory to the God of Israel.

Another garden demanding our sympathetic attention is
the garden of human sopuls all around wus. 'This iz pre-
eminently a yvear when a bountiful harvest from home misg.
gionary work should be expected. 'The plowshare of sorrow
and perplexity is breaking up many hard and barren hearts
that heretofore were indifferent to divine things. The ear-
nest pleadings of the Holy Spirit are preparing the fallow
ground for the gospel seed, With the snil now mellow and
tender, the Word of God sown in the hearts of the people,
will take root guickly, and watered by both the early and
the latter rain, will bring forth fruit abundantly.

We should diligently study to conserve time, that we may
have spare hours to visit our neighbors. God has made us
depositories of the balm of Gilead to heal the broken-
hearted. The hope of the soon coming of our blessed Sav-
jour and the glorious home-coming promised in the Serip-
tures will he as precloug ointment to dispel the gloom inh
many a home. This ig the hour of gur opportunity to place-
gospel-filled books and tracts and magazines in the hands
of our neighbors, BExperiences of gur active members prove




6 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

that families everywhere are waiting for our literature and
are ready to accept the comfort we can offer them.

It ig cur patriotic duty to radiate in our communities an
atmosphere of hope and good cheer. Through the power of
the gospel we can assure men of a brighter day scon to
come, when Satan wili be vanguished and righteousness will
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. As ambassa-
dors of the Lord Jesus we may claim the promise for our
Heavenappointed work: “The Spirit of the Lord God is
upon me: hecause the Lord hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unte the meek; he liath sent me to hind up the
brolen-hearted; . . . to proclaim the acceptable year of the
Lord, and the day of vengeance of cur God; to comfort all
that mourn.” Isa. 61:1, 2, By so doing we ghall make our
mneighborhood a fruitful garden, the fragrance of which will
radiate to ali the earth, and be a savor of life unto life to
us in our onward march to the kingdom.

J. H, McREACIIERN.

Suggestive Program for Second Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer; Minutes; Scripture
Lesson: Isa, 65: 17-25; Song.
Reports of Work Done.
Lesson: Exercise,
Plans for Work.
Closing Song.
Exercise

1. Wuer man came from the hand of God, what was his
physica! condition? Gen. 1: 31; Eecl, T: 29,

“Man came from the hand of God perfect in every fac-
ulty of mind and body; in perfect soundness, therefore in
perfect health.”—* Testimonies for the CQhurch,” Vol, IV,
p. 49,

2, Was man given any physical labor hefore the fall?
Gen, i; 28; 2: 16,

“God never designed that-man should live in idleness.
When Adam was in Eden, means were daviged for hiz em-
ployment, Phough the race is not always to the swift nor
the hattle to the stromg, yet he that dealeth with a slack
hand will become poor. Those who are diligent in busi-
ness may not always be prospered; but drowsiness and In-
dolence are sure to grieve the Spirit of God and destroy
true godliness., A staghant pool becomes offensive; but a
pure, flowing brook spreads health and gladness over the
iand. A man of persevering industry will be a blessing
anywhere, The exercise of man’s physical ahd mental pow-
ers is necessary to their full and proper development.”—
Id., p. 410.

3. Are all commanded to work? Hx, 20: 9,

“None of us should be ashamed of work, however small
and servile it may appear. Labor is ennobling. All who
toil with head or hands are working men or working women.
And all are deing their duty and honoring their retigion as
much while working at the wash tub or washing the dishes
as they are in going to meetlng. While the hands are en-
gaged in the most common labor, the mind may be eclevated
and enuobled by pure and holy thoughts.”— Id., p, 590.

4, How is labor enjoined in the New Testament? 2
Thess, 3: 10-12,

5. In what way ig diligence rewarded even in thisg life?
Prov, 22: 29,

6. What advice is given to the gluggard?

7. How has labor been sanctifled?

Answer.— God himself worked (Genesis 1); Christ was
a maost actlve worker (John b: 17},

8. What example did Paul set the early believers? Acts
18: 1-3. ;

“No man ever lived who was a more earnest, energetic,
and self-sacrificing disciple of Christ than was Paul. He
was one of the world’s greatest teachers, He crossed the
geas, @nd traveled far and near, until a large portion of the
world had learned from hig lips the story of the cross of
Chrlst, He possessed a burning desire to bring perishing
man te a knowledge of the truth through a Savicur’s love.

Prov, 6 6.

His soul was wrapped up in the work of the ministry, and
it was with feelings of pain that he withdrew from this
work to toil for his own bodily necegsities; but he seated
himself to the drudgery of the craftsman, that he might not
be burdensome to the churches that were pressed with pov-
erty. Although he had planted many churches, he refused
to be supported by ihem, fearing that his usefulness and
success as a minister of the gospel might be interfered with
by suspicions of his motives. He would remove all occasion
for his enemies te misrepresent him, and thus detract from
the force of his message.”— Id.. p. 409,

9. To what does the tabor of the righteous tend?
10; 16,

1. How is the sleep of the laboring man contrasted with
that of the indolent? Xcel. 5: 12,

1i, What wilt! surely come upon the slothful?
6: 9-11; 10: 4, 5.

12, How will the ILord punish the slolthful servant?
Matt. 26: 26-30.

13. Should our work be done without thought or care?
1 Thess, 4: 11.

14, With what zeal should we perform all our work?
Eccl, 9: 10; Col. 3: 23,

15, What will be the result if exercise of the body is
neglected? .

“ Neglecting to exercige the entire hody, or a portion of
it, will bring on morbid conditions, Indction of any of the
organg of the body will he followed by a decrease In gize
and stremgth of the musecles, and will cause the bhlced to
flow sluggishly through the blood vessels.”— Id., Vol III,
D, 78.

Prov.

Prov.

Suggestive Program for Third Week

Opening Exercises: Sceng; Short Prayers; Minutes;
Seripture Lesson: Rev. 3: 14-22; Song.

Reports of Work Done.

Testimony Study: “ To Every Man His Work.”

Plans for Work.

Closing Song.

“To Every Man His Work ”

1. To how many did the Lord commission work?

“Ta every man God has appeinted his work.” This in-
ciudes not only the disciples who closely followed the Sav-
iour during his life here on earth, hut his followers in all
the days 1o come, This divine commigsion is explained
through ihe spirit of prophecy to mean, “not work in his
fields of corn and wheat, but earnest, persevering work for
ithe salvation of soulg)—* Testimonies for the Church,”
Vol. V, p. 881,

2. For what purpose was the church organized on earth?

“ The church of Christ on earth was organtized for mis-
signary purposes, and the Lord desires to see the entire
church deviging ways and means whereby high and low,
rich and poor, may hear the message of truth.”—1d., Vol.
VI, p. 28.

3. What is Satan now endeavoring to do?

“ Satan is now seeking to hold God’s people in a state
of inactivity, to keep them from acting their part in spread-
ing the truth, that they may at last be weighed in the bal-
ance and found waniing”— Id., Vol. I, p. 260.

4. Are we doing all we shouid?

“We are noi doing a twentieth part of what we might
do if we were awake.”— Id., Vol. III, p. 407,

“ As a people, we are almost paralyzed, We are not doing
ane-twentieth part of the good we might, hecause gelflshness
prevails to a large extent among us,”—Id., Vol, IV, p. 426.

“Had the betlevers in the truth purified their mindg by
obeying it, . . . where one goul has been saved there might
have been twenty.”— Id., p. 68.

5. Wiil God hold us responsible for doing thiz work?

“1 was shown that the bleod of souls will be on the gar-
ments of very many whoe now feel at ease and irresponsible
for sculs that are perishing arcund them for want of light
and knowledge.”— Id., p. 392.
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“It becomes the people of God to humble their hearts
beforeﬂhim, and in the deepest humiliation to pray to the
Lord to pardon our apathy and selfish indulgence, and to
blot out the shameful record of duties neglected and privi-
ieges unimproved.”— Id., Vol. ITI, p. £08.

6, Have God's people kept pace with his requirements?

“His peoplé have heen far behind, Human agencies, un-
«der the divine planning, may recover something of what is
lost, because the people whe have had great light did not
have corresponding piety, sanctification, and zeal in work-
ing out God's specified plans, ... Man cannot possibly
gtretch over the gulf that has been made by the workers
who have not been following the divine Leader. We may
have to remain here in this world, because of insubordina-
tion, many more years, ag did the children of Israel.”—
Unpublished Testimony, 1901,

. 7. Under what conditions shall we have to finish . .the
work?

“The worlt which the chureh has failed fo do in a time
of peace and prosperity, she will have to do in a terrible
erigis, under most discouraging, forbidding circumstances.
‘The warnings that worldly conformity has silenced or with-
held, must be given under the fiercest opposition from ene-
mies of the falth.)’-—* Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. 7,
b, 463,

8. What glorious day is just before us if we will avise to
our opportunities?

“In visions of the night representations passed before -

me of a great reformatory movement among God's people.
Many were praising God. The gick were healed, and other
miracles were wrought. A spirit of intercession was seen,
even as was manifested before the great day of Pentecost
Hundreds and thousands were seen visiting families, and
apening before them the Word of God, Hearts were con-
vieted by the power of the Holy Spirit, and a spirit of genu-
ine conversion was manifest, On every side doors were
thrown open to the proclamation of the truth. The world
seemed to be lightened with the heavenly influence. Great
blessings were roceived by the true and humble people of
God. I heard voices of thanksgiving and .praise, and there
seemed to be a reformation such as we witnessed in 1844.”
-—Id., Vol IX-p. 126. A. T. Rosinzon.

Suggestive Program for Fourth Week

Opening BExercises: Song; Prayer: Minutes; Seripture
Reoading: Matt, 17: 1-18; Song.

Reports of Work Done,

Reading: The Three Essentials.

Plans for Work.

Closing Song.

The Three Fssentials

THERRE are three things essential for the growth and ds-
velopment of a heaithy body — air, food, exercise. A body
can live only a few minutes without air, and a limited
number of days without food, It can live longer without
exercise, but will eventually yield to the resulting weakness.

There are likewise three essentials for the soul:

* 1, Prayer: “ Let the soul be drawn out and upward, that
God may grant ug a breath of the heavenly atmosphere. We
may keep so near to God that in every unexpected trial our
thoughts will ture to him as naturally as the flower turns
to the sun.”-— 8teps to Christ,” p. 104,

2. Bible Study: “mill the whole heart with the words
of God. "Thay are the living water, gquenching your burning
thirst, They are the living bread from heaven. Jesus de-
clares, ‘ Bxcept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink his blood, ye have no life in you’ And he explaing
himself by saying, ' The words tlhiat I gpeak unto you, they
are spirit, and they arve life.” Our bodies are built up from
what we eat and drink; and as in the natural economy, so
in the spiritual economy; it is what we meditate upon that

-will give tone and strength to our spiritual nature.”— Id..
p. 98,

3. Missionary work: “The only way to grow in grace

iz to be disintersstedly doing the very work which Christ

_has enjoined upon us,— engage, to the extent of our ability,
in helping and blessing those who need the help we can give
them. Strength comes by exercise; activity is the very
econdition of life. Those who endeavor to maintain Christian
lite by passively accepiing the biessings that come through
the means of grace, and doing nothing for Christ, are simply
trying to live by eating without working. And in the spir-
itual as in the natural world, this always results in degen-
eration and decay. A man who would refuse to exercise his
limbs would soon lose all power to use them. Thus the
Christian who will not exercise his God-given powers, not
orly fails to grow up inte Christ, but he loses the strength
that he already had.”—J4d., p. 85,

In these three things we have the seeret of a victorious
Christian life. If any one of the three is neglected, spiritual
declension will he the result. Most people realize the truth
of this as far as the fitst two essentials are concerned, They
know that without prayer and Bible study, they will fall
away fra}m Christ. But few realize that work for souls is
just as necessary to their spiritual life. They are content to
altend meetings, pay tithes, and make offerings, and in other
respects to busy themselves with the ordinary affairs of
life, mueh as the people of the world do. They feel no
burden for the perishing souls around them, and never think
of doing anything to make known to them God’s last warning
message. Such people are in a dangerous condition. Of
them it is said:

“Many who profess to be Christians neglect the claims

of God, and yet they do not feel that in this there is any
wrong, They know that the blasphemer, the murderer, the
adulterer, deserves punishment; bul as for them, they
enjoy the services of religion. They love to hear the gospel
preached, and therefore they think themselves Christians.
Though they have spent their lives in caring for themgelves,
they will be as much surpris_ed as was the unfaithful servant
in the parable to hear the sentence, ‘Take the talent from
him.” Like the Jews, they mistake the enjoyment of t{heir
blessings for the use they should make of them.”—* Christ’s
Object Lessons,” p. 865. .
. Tt wili be seen from this that it is not enough to receive
and enjoy the blessings of the gospel. They must be used
for the benefit of others, Some hold back because they think
themselves unable to do acceptable work, but this is no
exeuse,

“Many who excuse themselves from Christian effort
plead their inability for the work., But did God make them
so incapable? No, never, This inability has been produced
by their own inactivity, and perpetuated by their deliberate
chéiee, Already, in their own characters, they are realizing
the result of the sentence, ‘ Take the talent from him,” The
continual misuse of their talents will effectually quench for
them the Holy Spirit, which is the only light, The sentence,
‘Cast ye the unprofitabie servant inte outer darkness,’ sets
Heaven’s seal to the cholee which they themselves have
made for eternity."— Ibid.

It is evident that it is by our self-denying works for the
souls of others that we show what choice we have made for
eternity. They are the ogutward evidence of the real con-
dition of our hearts. Thig is a ssrious matter, In regard
to which each member should seriously examine himself,
lest he be deceived by the enemy. All who feel no burden
to take part in God's closing work need to earnestly seek
the Tord for a revival of their spiritual life,

EpiTE M. GRAHAM.

®

Some Missionary Epigrams
) {Conciuded from page §)

“Not low much of my money will I give to God, but
how much of God’s money will I keep for myself.”

“A man can give without loving, but he cannot love
without giving.”

“The more religion we expect, the more we possess,”

. “ Bend me anywhere, provided it be forward.”

“ Churches like armies grow by conquest, ‘When the

campaign ceases, mutiny beging.”
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Misgionary Colunteer
Bepartment

Program for Week Ending April 5

Subject: The Ministry of Music.

Helpful Thought: * I will sing unto the Lord as long as I
tve: I will sing praise to my God while I have my
being.” Ps. 104:33.

Senior and JFunior

. Song: Doxology. Christ in Song, No, 470,
. Responsive Seripture Reading: Ps. 98: 1.9,
. Prayer.
Talk:

Mamh 25.)

5. Reading: The Comfort of That ¥avorite Song.

6. Symposium: How Some Songs Have Helped. (See In-
structor of March 25.)

7. Roll Call: Well-known Hymns,

8. Seoretary’s Report and Reports of Bands,

9. Close with silent prayer.

RO B

Why the Redeemed Sing. (Seec Instrucior of

Notes Lo the Leaders

Aim for Today— Today we are to consider one of God’s
bhest gifts {o man —music. Your execuiive commitiee
should strive to give all the young people in your society a
deeper appreciation of good gospel songs, and in this way
help to safeguard them against the cheap music of today, the
infitence of which is doing much harm, It seems best to
combine the Senior and Junior programs for today. The
Juntor superintendent will find it eagy to adapt the material
for the hoys and girls, But why not have a union meeting?

Talk: Why the Redeemed Sing.— This will make a good
foundation for your program, It should give a panoramie
view of the place of sacred music in the gospel story. It
has always been an inseparable part, and will continue to
be through all eternity. Do not make the talk long,— it
need not exceed five mmutes,— but make it a strong, stir-
ring talk.

Symposivm: How Some So'ngs Have Helped.— Ask dif-
ferent persong to read thess incidents, or to tell them in
their own words. After each talk, or reading, sing one
stanza of the song with which the ineident is connected,
The number of the song in Christ in Soung follows each
title.

Roll Call: Well-known Hymns.— Plan the parts on the
program. carefully. Be sure to allow at least fifteen minutes
for this Roll Call. Make it a consecration Roll Call, Dis-
tribute the paragraphs given among the more timid ones, and
ask each to give the pith of hig paragraph in hig own wordsg,
Each response should he very brief. Ask all who have no
paragraphs to tell how songs have helped them, or helped
others; or invite them to mention thoughts in the meeting
that have heen of special interest to them.

' Secretary’s Report and Reports of Bands— This is the
first meeting in the second quarter, so He sure to-have the
band leaders state briefly their plans for the new quarter.
Aim to make it a better quarter than the one just past,
Never “let dead Yesterday unborn Tomorrow shame,” but
gtrive to make your good “hétter, and your bhetter, hest,”
Let your slogan be: More soulg during thls quarter.

Special— You will need “Your Mother,” leaflet number
60, in the Missionary Veolunteer Series in preparing your
program for week ending May 3. Price, 1 eent. Order at
once from your tract society.

The Comfort of that Favorite Song
(An ezperience during the great World War.)

O a bhusy June day thiere came a message to me from a
sergeant in the hospital, that a boy was dying and had re-
guested that some one come and sing to him. 1 asled if the
boy knew that he was dying, and was told that he did not.
I promised to come at onee, and leaving the hut in charge of
two soldier assistants, I gathered together a bundle of pop-
ular songs, a Y.-M, C. A, red-covered hymn hook, and a small
folding organ.

On reaching the hospital, I met one of our wonderful
American nurses, who, with a face bright with smileg, teak
me at once to the sick man’s room, and teld him I had come
to sing for him. His face heamed with pleasure at this
announcement, After giving him a warm handelasp and
speaking o few cheeriul words, I began opening up my little
organ. This greatly interested him, and quite a number of
nurses, orderlies, and patients gathered ahout to enjoy the
song recital.

I.placed myself where I could look into the face of the
soldier boy, and also where I could gaze through the open
window. Outside I saw gome men drilling, while others
were engaged in the preparation of mess, and still others
were sitting upon the grass,— some *“Jjust visiting,” and
others in various stages of convalescence,

My heart went out in symapthy to the boy who had come
to take his place ag a soldier In the ranks, but who was to
be denied the glory of the conflict, and who in the silence of
his own room must fight the good fight alone.

When I was all ready, T turned to him and said, “ Now,
Roberts [for 1hat was his name], what shall T ging?” “0,”
he =aid, “sing anything” . “But” I said, “haven’t you
some favorite?” And with a pecullar smile he said, “Can
you sing " Casey Joneg’?”

My heart dropped into my boots, for T was not acquainted
with “ Casey Jones,” and had to fell himl so. T had olher
gsongs, Nowever, which he liked, and in all my life I hhad
never sung to sieh an appreciative audience. Away out
through the open window I could see the faces of the men
turning my way to see where the music was coming from,
and about me was a roomful of nurses and other patients
who had eome for the message of cheer which music always
brings,

Afier I had sung for quite a while, I began to fear the
effect upon my patient, and so [ said to him, “Now I am
golng to sing yout a hymn, and then T must go. Then I
sang to him, “ God Will Fake Care of Youn,” a song I have
sung to the boys in France wherever T have gone. When I
had finished, T took his hand in mine, and quietly, so that
just we two and God mighi hear, T prayed with him.

When I had flnished and started to say good-by, he said,
with a quizzieal little smile at the corner of his mouth,
“ Plegse sing again.” He wasg the most winsomely pergistent
musie lover I have ever seen. Looking for a good excuse
o keep irom exhausting him, 1 pleaded weariness of voice,
Then his smile came inle play again, and he said, “ Then
play the organ a little while,” I looked toward the nurse
for heip, but she said, *“ Go ahead, it won’t hurt him; it's
doing him good.” 8o I played song after song on my little
organ, and he listened with an expression of rapturoug de-
light. Then my consclence smote me, and I walked over to
his bed, grasped hiz hand again, and said, “ Now, I must
g0, with the emphasis on the “must.” His funny little
smile came into play again, and he gaid, *“ Please sing
again,” With that I burst into laughter, and said, “All
right, but it will be just one song. Now,” T gald, “ which
shali it bhe? "

Looking across the room, he saw the red hymn book and
asked for it, In a few moments he ilurned to a hymn and
said, “ Please ging that.” Then [ sang,

“ Softly and tenderly Jesus is cailing,
Calling for you and for me,”
and when I reached the chorus,
“ Come home, come home, .
Ye who are weary, come home,”
I was astonished to hear my soldier boy, with weak and
tremulous voice, joining with me in the song. My heart
wag deeply touched, but I shed not a tear,

When we had finished, I folded my organ, even though
he still begged that I play miore, and taking his hand for
the good-by, I gaid, “I think youn bave had encugh for one
day. Ill come back tomorrow a.fternnnn and sing for you
again,’

Then his funny smile got busy onee more, and he said,
“ Don't wait till afternoon, come tomorrew morning.” So¢ I
promised, and as I went out of the door, he ecalled. “ To-
Morrow morning.”

The next morning I was overcrowded with work and
could nel go to the hospital, but in the afterncon I went
again, Ag I entered the room, I could read his pleasure in
the dancing light of his eyes and in the funny little smile
that came to his lips,

I had promised him the day before that I would write
several letters for him, and so proceeded first with that
pleasant task, He wrote first to his father, and in the open-
ing sentence said, “I have not heard from you ginee T came,
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to France.” In the exigencies of war, many weeks and even
months sometimes intervene with no word from loved ones,
This is one of the hard things about a soldier’s life, A reg-
ujar message from home did more to keep up the morale of
the individual goldier than any other one thing,

The rest of his letter was taken up in asking plain,
homeiy questions. When he said, “How is my stoek?” I
gave a little start, fearing he had been making some -bad
in{'estments, and I said to him, “ So you own some stock,
do you?” With a glow Southern drawl, ke said, “ Yes, I
own a mule and a cow.” He was just a plain, unsophisti-
cated farmer boy, and his *“stoek” was a Vvery personal
thing to him,

I stayed with him for nearly an hour, singing both pop-
ular songs and hymns, and before [ left we had prayed
together again. He was in continual pain, and I prayed that
Gad would make geod his promise, “ My grace is sufficient
for thee.” The sympathetic prayer and handeclasp seemed
to guiet and help him, and from our conversation I felt
quite content not to ask for any expression from him. Hig
eyes revealed the gratilude he could not express in words,
and I left him with the promise to come again.

_The next day was a very busy one with me, and I ecould
not go to see him; but at night, after we had closed the hut,
I stopped at the hospital, and the sergeant took me to the
boy’s room, thinking, perhaps, he might still be awake. He
was asleep, however, so I could not express my regret at
being nnable to see him. In the morning I inguired for him
" again, and wasg told that during the night he had passed
away, and aimost hls Iast audibie speech was a wigh that
I might be near and pray with him.

He was given a soldier’s burial, and who will deny him
the honor that was his due? And I beilieve the tesiimony
of his bright eyes, and the Amen of lig tones, as We sang
“ Clome Home ” together, proved that he was a good soldier
of Jesus Chrigt,

For severai days I kept the nngealed letter I had written
for him to hlg father, and then I added a postseript of my
own, telling of his passing out, and trying, as a father, to
say the words that would comfort a father’s heart.

While Iife gshall last, the memory of those song services
will linger with me as a blessed benediction, and I hold it as
one of life’s greatest privileges that I was counted worthy
to minigter even in so small a way to one who gave his all
for the eause of liberty and righteousness— I, H, Meredith,
in Sunday School Times.

Well-known Hymns

A xowLEpgk of the life of the writer of a sacred song,
of the events that inswvired the hymn, and of the incidents
assoclated with its uee, is always helpful, When a hymn is
sung, it iz pleasant to reeall the conditions nnder which the
hymn was written, to think of the souls it has encouragedq,
and of those whom it has been instrumental in leading to
fife eternal. It puts new meaning into a hymn and causeg
us to love il more. Today we shall consider a few of our
hest-known go=pei songs, Wumbers 1 to 6 are collected from
various gonrces, and Nos. 12 to 20 from Sankey’s “ Story of
the CGospel Hymns.”

1, “Just as T Am ™

A brief etory of the writing of this song was given in
the Mabeh (eozette. See article in that paper entitled “ Com-
ing to Christ.”

2, ‘“ Jesus, Lover of My Soul"

Many and helpful are ibe incidents associated with
“ Jewus, Lover of My Souvl’” whieh, it 1s said, was suggested
to Charles Wesley hy a litile hird that sought refuge in his
hosom when il was elosely pursned by a hawk. Qut on the
stormy seas, in countless meetings, and in the still death
chamber Lhis bleszed hymn has eome again and again with
ity gpiritual ingpiration. It is dear to the hearts of thou-
sands. . .

3. * My Faith YLooks Up to Thee "

Dr. Ray Palner, the author of this well-known song, did
not pen the words for other eves, In fact, he stated that )t
was in the solitude of his ehamber, with a deev congeions-
nesg of hisg own needs, that he transferred to paper, ag faith-
fully ag be could, what was passing within his own heart.
{The words were finally cepied into a small moroceo-coveted
pocket notebook which be nusually carried. At this time Dr..

-

Palmer was teaching in New York.) Several yvears later
Dr, Lowell Mazon, meeting him on the street in Boston,
asked for contributions {0 the new hymn-and-tune hook
about-to be published., The littie poem, * My Faith Looks
Up to Thee,” was shown him, and he’ asked for a copy.
Without much notice, Dr. Mason put it in his pocket, but on
locking il over later, he was deeply impressed with the
wordg and wrote for them the tune * Olivet,” to which the
hymn has been almost universally sung. Meeting Mr.
Palmer several days later, be said: “You may live many
years and do many good things, but I think you will he hest
known to posterity as the author of ‘ My Faith Looks Up to
Thee.” ”

4, * Shall We Gather at the River? "

Both the words and music of this favorite hymn were
written by Dr. Robert Lowry, who was editor of a dozen of
the most popular senghooks ever published. While pastor of
a church in Brooklyn, he received the ingpiration which led
to the writing of thig, his best-known hymn. It wasg a hot
July day, a severe epidemic was taging n the city, and hun-
dreds were dying. Dr. Lowry was thinking of the sad scenes
all arpund him, when the question arose in his mind, “ Shalt
we meet again? We are parting at the river of death; shall
we meet at the river of life?” With his heart full of these
thoughts, he seated himself at his parlor organ, and both
words and musie came to him as if by inspiration.

5. “From Greenland's Icy Mountains **

“ Wrom Greenland’s Tey Mountains,” our well-known mis-
sionary hymu, was written hurriedly to fill a temporary
need, and with no thought of ils world-wide influence. One
afterngon word came to Bighop Heber, its author, request-
ing him to compose a suitable hymn to be sung at a mission-
ary service the next morning, Accordingiy he retired to a
corner of the study, and in a short time had writien the
words of the song which ail know and love so well. It was
sung the next morning ai the missionary serviee, and it is
said that the coilection that morning amounted to more than
$150, Hearts are touched today by the same immeortal
hymn. Tet us think of the words whehaever we sing it.

6. “ Blest Be the Tie That Binds "

“ John Fawecett, the author of this sympathelic hymn,
was a minister in charge of a parish in a poor district in
Engiand, So poor were the members of his congregation,
that he received only about four dellats a week for his sup-
port. In 1772 he accepted a call to a parish in London, He
preached his farewelil sermon, and the day arrived for him
to leave Lockshire. Six wagons, loaded with his books and
furniture, steod n front of his house. His congregation —
men, women, and children — gathered about the door; all
were in tears; the agony of the parting was manifest on
their faces. Mr. Fawcett and his wife, deeply touched, sat
on a packing case. 'Tears were shed by them also. Mrs,
Fawcett, looking up to her hushand, said, 0 John, John,
I cannot bear this; I know not where to go!”

“Nor I, either,” said he, “ nor shall we go. Unload the
wagons, and put everything back in its old place.” He re-
ealled his letter of aceceptance, {00k up his work again among
bis loving flock, and wrote this hymn to commemorate the
evident Christian love which bound them, “like to that
abeve” What a monument of loyal love between a pastor
and his flock!

7. ¢ Abide with Me »

Rev. Henry Francis Lyte for some twenty-five years la-
bored faithfully for his beloved people in Devonshire, though
all the while he was suffering from the dread disease con-
sumption, While still in the prime of life, the time came
when he realized that his life work would soon be over, and
be prayed earnestly that be might be permitted to do some-
thing that would, after lie had gone to his rest, point hi-
manity to the riven Saviour. In the autumn of 1847 physi-
eiang advised Mr, Tyte to give up his work and spend the
winter in Italy. On the last Sunday of his stay in England,
Seplember b, ke preached for the last time to his litile flock,
The day had been wellnigh perfect, and in the Iate after-
noon, recovering somewhat from the sirain of the service,
the pastor walked slowly down the terrace to the water he
loved so well, and which he knew he was about to leave for-
ever. Ag the bright sunset colors faded into twilight, he
made hig way homeward in praverful silence, and immedi-
ately retired to his room. “It was in that hour that the
great hymn; ¢ Ahide with Me,” doubtless conceived in the
walk by the sea, had its birth” Joining his family later,
he read to them the words destined to' be a blessing to hu-
manity so long as the heart turns to the sather for help
in time of need. His prayer for the privilege of service had
heen angwered,— Lora B, Clement,

8. “ Nearver My God to Thees "

“ Sarah Flower wrote this great hymn in 1840. She was
born at Harlow, Feb. 22, 1805. 'The mother died five years
later of consnmption, and bhoth SBarah and her sister, Bliza,
inherited her delicate constitution, BElza was musieal, and
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often wrote music for her sister’'s songs. Sarah, beautiful
and vivaclous, was fond of acting, and had an idea thai the
drama could be made to teach great truths as well as the
pulpit. Fortunalely, however, her frail body compelied her
to give up the actor’s career,”-— Amos K. Wells,

9. “ In the Sweet By and By *®

It was about time for closing businegs in the evening,
when J. P, Webster, whose melodies have made Wisconsin
famous, eame into the store, feeling somewhat depressed.

1 said to Webster, “What is the matter now?”

He replied, "It is no matter; it will he all right by
and by.”

The idea of the hymn came to me ilke a flash of sun-
shine, and I replied, “That sweet by and by. Why would
not that make a good hymn?”

“ Maybe it wouid,” he said, indifferently.

I then turned to my desk, and penned the hymn as fast
a5 [ could write. I handed it to Mr. Wabster. As he read
it, his eyez kindled, and hiz whole demeanor echanged,
Stepping to the desk, he began writing the notes instantly.

I do not think it was more than thirty minuteg from the
time I took my pencil, before the hymn and the notes had
ali been completed, and four of us were singing it exactly
as it appeared in print a few days later, and as it has been
sung the world over ever since.—S. ¥. Bennett, in the Circle.

10. “ Tt Is Well with My Soul ”

In 1874, Mrs. Spafford, the wife of a Chiecago lawyer,
with their four ehildren, took passage on a French steamer
returiing to the Continent. A collislon with a large sailing
vessel in mid-ocean cauged the ginking of the steamer, and
nearly all on board were iost. Mrs. Spafford gathered her
little family on the deck, and knell in prayer as the boat
went down, asking that they all might be saved if possible,
or die willingly if that were best. The children were
drowned, but the mother was picked up by 2 sailor, and ten
days after the aceident, landed at Cardiif, Wales, From
there she cabled her husband the message, “ Saved alone”
D. L., Moody was a cloge friend of the family, and as Mr.
Spafiord landed in Liverpool to meet his wife, Mr. Moody
left his evangelistic services in charge of others, and has
tened to comfort them, < It is well,” said the stricken par-
ents; “we trust an all-wise Father.,” They rejoiced even in
sorrow that their children had been converted a short time
before sailing, and in their memory the bereaved father
penned the words of the song which bears the title, “ It Is
Well with My Soul.’’-— Lora B. Clement.

11, “ The Ninety and Nine "

Thers iz not room here to give the very interesting story
of -that beautiful song; but turn to your Instructor file. See
Instructor for Oct. 1, 1918, page 4.

12, * Asleep in Jesus

“I had been driven In a friend’s pony carriage through
some of the exquisite green lanes in Devonshire,” wrote the
author of this hymn the year before her death. “ We pauged
at Pennycrosgs, attracted by a rural burial ground, and went
in to look at the graves. Tt was a place of such sweet,
entire repose as to leave a lasting {impregsion on the mem-
ory. There were no artificial walks or decorations, but the
grass was very green, and there were no unsightly signs of
neglect. On one of the stones were the words, ‘Sleeping in
Jesus.” It was in such entire keepin. with the lovely and
peaceful surroundings that 1t clung to my thoughts., On
arriving at home, T took a pencil and commenced writing
the hymn, little thinking that it was destined to find so
much favor, and that part of it would be inseribed on many
tombstones.”

18. * Come, Thou ¥Fount of Hvery Blessing

The author of this hymn, born in 1736, was of lowly par-
entage. At the age of fourteen his widowed mother gent him
to London to learn the trade of barber and hairdresser. His
master found him more given to reading than to his pro-
fesgion, While in London Mr, Rebinson attended meetings
held by the great evangelist, George Whitefield, became con-
verted, and began to study for the ministry. In the latter
part of hisg life he often indulged in frivolous habits. But
on onhe occasion, while traveling in a stagecoach, he en-
countered a lady who soon compelled him tg admit his
acquaintance with religion. She had just been reading this
hymn, and she asked his opinion of it, after having told
him of the blessings it had brought fo her heart, He avoided
the subject and turned her attention to some other topie;
but the lady, who did not know to' whom she was talking,
goon returned to the hymmn, expressing her strong admira-
tion for its sentiments, Agitated beyond the power of con-
trolling his emotion, Robinson broke out:

“Madam, I am the poor, urhappy man who composed
that hymn many years ago, and I would give o thousand
worlds, if T had them, to enjoy the feslings T had then.”

14, % Take My Life and Let It Be "

Migs Havergal told me of the origin of this song while
we were seated in her home in South Wales, She had gone
to Tondon for a visit of five days. There were ten persons
in the family she visited, most of them unconverted, She
prayed to God {o give her all in the house, and before leav-
ing, every one had received a biessing. The last night of her
visit, after she had retired, the governess toid her that the
two daughters wished to see her. They were much troubled
over their spiritual condition and were weeping, but Miss
Havergal was abie to show them the way of life, and they
were both joyfully converted that night. She was {00 happy
to sieep, she said, but spent most of the night in praise and
in a renewal of her own consecration; and that night the
words of this hymn formed themselves in her mind.

15. ““Here Am F, Send Me "

I found this poem in a newspaper, and set the words to
a tune by 8. M, Grannis entitled ¢ Your Misgion ”’— a hymn
which was sung in the Senate Chamber in Washington by
Philip Phillips on one oceasion when Abraham Lincoln was
present. The President was So charmed with the song that
he requested that it be repeated.

16. ** Hiding in Thee"

“Hiding in Thee’ was written in Moravia, N, Y, in
1876,” writes Mr. Cushing, “ It must be said of this hymn
that it was the ouigrowth of many tears, many heart-con-
flicts and soul-yearnings, of which the world can know noth~
ing. The history of many baitles is behind it. But the oec-
cagion which gave it belng was the call of Mr, Sankey, He
said; ‘Send me something new to help me in my gospel
work.,” A call from sSuch a source, and for such a purpose,
seemed a call from God. I so regarded it, and prayed:
‘Lord, give me gomething that may -glorify thee., It was
while thus waiting that ‘ Hiding in Thee’ pressed to make
{tself known. Mr. Sanltey called forth the tune, and by his
geniug, gave the hymn wings, making it useful in the
Masler’s work,”

17. * Lead, Kindly Light *

Dr. Newman wrote this hymn in 1833, just before he
entered upon the Tractarian movement In the Hstablished
Chureh. While visiting In Ifaly he became dangercusly ill
of fever., Upon recovery, he took passage on an orange boat
for Marseilles, being under the impression that he must re-
turn to England, and begin a movement for the reformation
of the church in accord with his peculiar views. The sailing
vesgel was becalmed for a week In the Straits of Bonifacio,
between Corsica and Sardinia. It was on this vesgel and
under such eircumstances, his body sweltering In the heat
and hls mind racked with conflicting views as to his duty in
the contemplated mission to the Established Church, that he
penned the lines of this now cherished hymn.

18, “ Y.t the Lower Lights be Burning ™

The words of this hymn were suggested to Mr, Bliss on
hearing Mr, Moody tell the following incideni: “On a dark,
stormy night, when the waves rolled like mountaing and not
a star was to be seen, a hoat, rocking and plunging, neared
the Cleveland harbor. ‘Are you sure this is Cleveldnd?’
agked the eaptaih, seeing only one light from the lighthouse.
‘Quite sure, sir, replied the pilot. ‘< Where are the lower
lights?’ ‘Gone out, sir.* ‘Can you malke the harbor?’ *‘*We
must, or perish, sir!’ With a strong hand and a brave
heart, the pilot furned the wheel, But alag, in the darkness
he migsed the channel, and with a crash upon the rocks, the
boat was shivered, and many a jife lost in a watery grave.

19, * Rock of Ages”

In the year 1756 a young man of sixteen, while visiting
with his mother in Ireland, attended an evangelistlc meet-
ing held in a harn at the little village of Codymain. At
this meeting the young man was converted. * e wag none
other ihan Augustus Montague Toplady, who afterward
wrote this famous hymn, Of his conversion the author
says: “ Strange that I, who had so long sat under the means
in Bagland, should be brought right unto God in an ohseure
part of Ireland, midst a handful of people met together In
a barn, and by the ministry of one who could hardly spell
his own name. Surely it was the Lord’s doing, and is mar-
velous.”

20, “Safe in the Arms of Jesus "

Mr, Doane onc¢e came into a room in New York where
Fanny Crosby was talking with Mr. Bradbury, the father of
Sunday school musie, and said to her: “ Fanny, I have writ-
ten a tune, and I wani you o write words for it.”

“Tet me hear how the tune goes,'” she replied. After
Mr. Doane had played it over for her on a small organ, she
at once exclaimed: “ Why, that tune says, ‘ Safe in the arms
of Jegus,’ and I will see what I can do ahout it.”

She at once retired to an adjoining room, where she
spent half an hour alone, On returning, she quoted to Mr,
Doane the words of this now immortal hymn.
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Program for Week Ending April 12

Bubject: With Our Missionaries in South Awmerica.

Helpful Thought: “ God opened the way for me to come, but
he has never opepcd it for me to go gway.”— A pio-
neer missionary fo Sotth Admerica.

Senior

1. Song Service and a Season of Prayer,

2, Scripture Lesgon: Morning Wateh Texts for Month.

3. Secretary's Report, including Report of Worlk,

4, Talk: How the Message First Reached South America.
{See “ Outiine of Mission Fieids,” pp. 161-164, third edition.)
Sympestum: Meszages from South America.

Talk: Steadfast Amid Perseeution,
Monthly Survey of Missions.

Round Tabie.

Close by repeating the Pledge in concert.

PR,

Junior

Song Service and a Season of Prayer.
Scripture Lesson: Morning Wateh Texts for Month.
Secretary’s Report, including Report of Work,
Talk: How the Message First Reached South America.
{See* Outiine of Mission Fields,” pp. 161-164, third edition.)

5. Talk: The Chiidren of the Andes,

6. Monthly Survey of Missions.

7. Quiz: Do You Know?

&, Cloge with silenl prayer,

Notes to the Leaders

Genergl— (et better acquajnted with the very fascinat-
ing story of our work in South America today. Build upon
the foundation you laid a month ago — on the general study
on BSouth America, Intcrsperse your program with good
migsionary songs.

Seripture Lesson— Have the Morning Watch versog
since the foreign mission program in March, read or recited,
Write the references on slips, number these slips, and have
the vemwes given in order. They will malke a splendid Serip-
ture lesson.

Monthly Survey of Missions— Be sure to give thig a
prominent place in your program. The leader’s notes for
March suggested that you have a Mission Question Box
today. If your soclety members have been bringing in ques-
tions, you surely will have an interegting time answering
them today. Before the meeting closes, anhounce your
plans for the Survey of Missiong to be given the second week
in May.

e L9 o

‘\
Senior

Symposium: Messeges from South Americg.— Some
splendid material is given in this paper. If you desire more,
agsk some of your young people to gather items from back
numbers of the Review and from ‘“An Ouviline of Migsion
Fieids.” [If you do not have this littie book, ask vour con-
ference Misslonary Volunteer secretary to send you one for
your society library.]

Round Table~— Thig should be a call fo more and better
service in the Master’s vineyard. Inhvite all to take part.
Agk them to mention thoughts brought out in the meetings
that are new or especlally helpful to them; or suggest that
they gpeak of their own desires to be efficient workers at
home, Tyry through the Round Table to bring the hest les-
sons in today’s study home to the hearts of your young
people. Every individual should receive definite help in
each meeting., 'The Round Table is an opporinnity for you
to study your young people, and learn hetter how to suit the
programs to their needs,

Junior

Quiz: Do You Knowf-— Announce thig quiz one week
ahead. Have your list of gquestions prepared beforehand,
Include in it questions of general impertance on the geog-
raphy of South America. * The Land o¢f the Golden Man,”
pages 112 and 113, containg interesting material for this gquiz.
Different Junicrs could bhe asked to study the helps oh num-
bers b and 6 of the Senior program. Then the quiz couid be
made to include some of these interesting facts, Try to iu-
clude every Junior in the quiz.
symptoms of needs. Often what boys and girls say is a
¢hink in the fence through which you can discover new
characteristics and new needs. Be on guard.

Messages from South America
(Collected by 'T. E. Bowen)
Argeniting.— Rogcoe T. Baer: " Recently I made a tour

through the province of Entre -Rios, one of the most pro-’

ductive provinces in Argentina. We have here 560 helievers,
mostly Rusgian Germans., The majority are farmers with
large areas of iand put into wheat and flax. We have be-

Keep your eyes open for

tween two and three hundred promising young people in
this field, At the college at Camarero we were glad to see
80 many students who have for their object in going to
school a place in the Liord’s work in this and other fields.”

Peru.—E. F. Peterson: “ Recenily a man c¢ame to our
office in Lima, stating that a leading senailor of the republic
of Peru wished to interview us. Thilg senator is chairman
of a committee who has in charge the framing of a bill pro-
viding for {he establishment of schools among the several
millions of indians of Peru. He asked us to teil him how
our work was conditefed, On leaving, he said: ‘I am very
much in favor of the work you are doing for the Indians,
and wish to see your work progress as rapidly and as ex-
tensively as possible among them,” The man who took us
to the senator's office iz a lawyer, and has written geveral
themes on our work among the Indiang to be read hefore
some of the leading educators of Peru.”

Chile—~— Mrs. J. C. Brower: “Our union committee just
met in Argentina, and laid broader plang for carrying on
the work here. We degire to do our part of it well. We are
happy in our work here in Chile. The Tord is calling out
a people, and he Is proving and testing them, and some must
be polished quite a hit: but they will doubtless ghine the
brighter by and by. [Brother and Sister Brower are work-
ing with Spanish literature and holding Bible readings in
the homes of the people in the city of Valparaiso. They can
use clean copleg of the English Signs, Watchman, ete. Street
address, Casilla 302.17

Brazil—F. W, Sples: “Taking Into consideration the
great lack of workers in our North Brazil Union Mission,
the progréss made hag been encotraging., In a recent visit
to this misgsion fieid, at Recife about eighty believers gath-
ered together. In the interior of Pernambuco the fruth hasg
gained a foothold in several new places. A new company
was recently baptized in the southern part of the state of
Bahia, Here is this vast North Brazil Union Mission, in-
cluding more than half of the Bragzilian republic in its ter-
ritory, with approximately ten million souis waiting for the
message, with enly one minister and one Bible worker to
look after its interests. Remember this needy fleid in your
prayers.”’ )

Pomato Mission,, Peru.— Orley Ford: “We have been
vary busy since coming to this mission six months ago. For
a time we had fo iive in an Indian hut of two smail reoms.
A very interesting part of the gervice is medical missionary
work, The other day I received a letter saylng a priest was
very ill. He wag the one who led an Indian mob about two
vears ago to attack Brother Stabl. At first T thought there
might be treachery, but decided to take the changes. I -
found the man very ill. [ was heartily welcomed, and
treated royally. After a few hours of vigorous treatment, he
was much better. There are many evidences here that God
is working in a miraculous way for us.”

Beouador~— C. Diaz: ¥ RHeuador was the first of the South
American r%puhlics to free herself from Spain. She now is
trying to free herself from fanaticism and superstition, and
offers liberty to all. In many places the Bible has heen sold,
and very much liked. But, sad to say, its circulation has
almost heen stopped, owing to the many threats of excom-
munication made against those who yread thiz good Book.
Still the seed has been sown, and-sconer or later, we shail
see ity precicus fruit. Pray for the work in Eeuador.”

Punta Arenas— ¥F. H. Westphal: “ March 31 I came to
Punta, Arenas to present the triuth for this time. Thig is the
southernmost point in the world where we have believers,
The last of April we organized a Sabbath school. T bhaptized
gix believers in the Strait of Magellan. These converty
were the first, so far as any one knows, to be baptized in
the Stralt in the name of the Lord. The Daptism was at
half past five o’¢lock in the afternoon. This was more than
twe hours after dark, as the sun sets at 3: 15 . M.

Bolivig.— L. ¢&. Beans: “ Our coiporteurs this year will
work all the available cities and towns in the republic that
can be reached by rail, Our greatest need here in Bolivia
now is help to carry forward the greatf interests that the lit-
erature is awakening everywhere the colporteurs go.”



12 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Moho Misgion, Peru-— Hllig P, Howard: “ The Lord is
wonderfully blessing his work way up here on the ‘lop of
the world.” Recently twelve Indians and I were summoned
to court to answer charges preferred against ug by a certain
priegt concerning alleged desecrations of a church near us.
The black-robed friar and I took seats in the courtroom by
each other. We represented the very opposites in helief.
From the very first it went against him. He tried to quibble
out of hig written accusations which were in the possession
of the jndge, but the judge would take no guibbling from
him. He fell back upon ecclesiastical law, but found his
way hedged up by a judge who would heed only the laws
of Peru, I never saw one more beaten than this priest who
gome time before had tried to take the lives of Brother and
Sister Stahl. The judge made his verbal and writien sen-
tence. He declared unequivocally the free exercise of all
religlong, whether opposed to Catholicism and teaching in
direct contradiction to its dogmas or not.”

A
Steadfast Amid Persecution

We suffered persecution for some years. After the In-
dians belonging to our mission accepted the truth, they he.
came knowh on the roads because they were cleaner than
the rest of the people,— they wore clean clothes, and had
clean teeth and clean hands. They were insulted, and many
times heaten.

Once one of our brethren was taken into the yard of one
of the priests here, and thrown down onto the ground; while
three men held him prisoner, his mouth wag pried open, and
‘alecohol was powred down his throat.

They are falsely accused on every occaslon, Many times
in the community where there are geveral hundred Indian
believers, the prieste will go before the authorities, and
falsely accuse these Indians of rebellion; often their prop-
erty will be taken from them by force, and they have to
suffer all manner of pevsecution for the truth's sake,
Among other questions we ask when examining candidates
for bhaptism, is, “ Are you ready to guffer persecution for
the name of Jesus, for the truth? ? and every one who has
heen haptized thus far hag said, “Yes” We have found
them willing and even chearful in the-midst of pergecution.

One of our teachers wag met by thespriest and four men
on the plains, They immediately took him, and wanted him
to promige that he would come to the viliage on the
Sunday following, to attend their reifigious feagt, He
gaid he could not promise; that he was now a believer in
the true veligion, which forbids drunkenness and attendance
at thoge drunken feagts. They took clubg and beat this
teacher, and tried to make him promise, He gaid, " I never
will promise; vou may kill the tody, but you cannot kill the
goul,” This teacher was ill for two months after that expe-
rience. I went to see him, and found him of good courage,
ready to suffer for Chrigt., This is the kind of Indiang who
belong to our mission.

Our schools have been torn down during the night.
of them near the main misston was destroyed one night by
a crowd of people; and houses where we have loedged —
where we have been befriended on the plains — have heen
torn down by the priests, just because the people have
lodged us. F, A. STAHL.

The Children of the Andes

DrrprrENT surroundings produce different customs, and
8¢ it happens that the children of the Andes live and grow
up very differently from children in other parts of the
world,

From the mighty snow-crowned crests of the Cordillera
Mountaing, small streams, fed by the melting snows, run
bounding down over the bowlders to reach the great., deep,
biue Pacific only a few miles away. These mountain
streams furnish all the water to be had for Irrigating the
steep, narrow valleys that hang like hammocks between
the buttress-like cross ridges that seem to lzeep the great
range from falling into the ocean.

There are ne wagon roads,— only footpaths zlgzagging
up the steep, scarped mountain sides, Over these roady the

i
One

long trains of ore-laden llamas, burros, and mules must
travel.

Sheep and goats are pastured on the steep mountain
gides, and the children are early set to herding them, They
must frighten away the wolves, pumas, and cohdorg that
come to destroy the little lambs in the flocks.

Harly in the morning the children set out with a little
hag of parched corn for food. They go without ghoes, with
a small poncho, or hlanket, to protect them from the cold,
and with a sling, perhaps much like that of David, with
which to dvive away the wild animalg or birdg that might
seelt to attack their flocks.

Far up on the mountain sides they go, sometimes even
on to the frozen puraes, as the high table-lands are called,
usually remaining out for several days before returning for
another supply of parched corn.

They live on ihe milk of the goats, on the funo, or cactus
fruit, and on suen other wild fruits and tubevs as the coun-
try affords.

‘When they are ten or twelve years old, they begin to help
on the little terraced farms. They plant corn, barley, beans,
potatoes, and such seeds as will grow. They have dozens
of varieties of corn, many kinds of potatoes, and other
plants unknown to us,

They do not use plows, but stir up the soil with a sharp
gtickk. There ig no rainfall, so little streams of water are
led along the mountain gide till they reach the litile patches
of land called “ chocargs,” or farms,

Ag the children grow older, they learn to drive the bur-
ros and llamasg with their loads of mineral or farm prod-
ucts to the cities on the coagl, On these trips every one
carries a large roli of wool and a spindle in the form of a
long-stemmed thumh top. As they go trolling along, they
spin the wool inte yarn, from which they weave their
blankets and clothing,

A few of these children of the Andes go down to the
coast cities, and receive a faiv education, but most of them
remain in the mountains. Some day a mission school may
be established in their valley.

Theirs ig a very different life from ours, and yet, I dare
say, they are happy when guarding their gsheep, or hunting
wlld fruits, or listening to the stories around the fire in
thelr straw-roofed homes., But they are waitlng for the
message of Jesus’ coming, and are looking this way for us.

E. L. MAXWELL,

Program for Week Ending April 19

Rubject; The Surrendered Life,

Helpful Thought: “A HWeing, loving Christian, true of tongue,
honest of heart, pure of conduct, and lovable in daily
Iife is the most unanswertble argument for Chris.
tianity.”

Senior

. Opening Hxercises: Song Service and Prayer.
. Regpongive Beripture Reading: Matt, 5 3-16.
. Secretary’s Report, including Report of Work.
Talk: Consecration (see chapter in “ Steps to Christ ™).
. Bymposium: The Surrendered Life. See Insiructor
tor April 8.

G, Blackboard Talk: My Life Plans,

7. Consecration Service.

8. Close by repeating Psalmg 19: 14 in concert,

S QO b

Junior

Opening Exerciges: Song Service and Prayer.
Responsive Seripture Reading: Matt, 65: 3-16.
Secretary’s Report, including Report of Work,
Sympesium: The Surrenderved Life,
Beading: How Russel Witnessed for Jesus.
. Recitation: The Best That I Can, See Instructor for
April 8,

7. Blackboard Talk: My Life Plans.

8. Social Meeting.

9. Close by repeating Psalms 19: 14 in congert,

Se P o o

Notes to the Leaders

Today’s Lesson.— We have reached the fourth number in
our series on the Christian life, Introduce it by showing
briefly its relation te the three that have gone hefore —
“8in —the Only Thing God Hates;” “ God’s Remedy for
Sin; ” and “How to Come to Christ.” It ls through sur~
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tender that we receive God’s remedy for sin and his power
for service. The surrendered life is the nfe inat winsg and
the only life that is worth our while, This study has been
prepared to help you in your efforts to get yolr young
Deopte to see that today, and is sent forth on its mission
with many earDest prayers that the Master may bless your
society in a special way today.

More Preparation and Less Tulking.— Never come to
meeting without definite plans, Have your songs selected.
See that each one on the program knows how much time
is aliotted to his part. Make sure that all who are to take
part on the program are prepared, before you call for their
parte. Guard against consuming time in sermonetteg be-
tween the parts on the program. I once atiended a meeting
where the leader made several short talks, and before he
reatized it, he had consumed so much time that the main
number on the program had to be eut in two, much to the
regret of the aundience. Some leaders talk too little; but
more talk too much., Guard against either extreme, If you
feel that an important lesson has been lost between the
speaker and the audience, pick it up and use your own arrow
for gending it to the hearts of ihe young people. But never
talk at random, Do not spoil a good program with apolo-
gles, pointless sermonettes, and with sueh confusion as grows
out of a lack of preparation, Never feel that you are pre-
pared to stand before the young people and lead the meeting
without preparation.

Opening Hrercises— Notice topical index in Christ in
Song, Section VII ig entitied “ Living Hig Life,” and eon-
tains numerous appropriate songs for loday. Select some
familiar ones, or perhaps you can learn some new ones in
this section. Iollow your song service with am earnest
season of prayer.

Senior

@enerat.— The introductory talk is {aken from the chap
ter on ““ Consecration ” in “ Steps to Christ.” TFor the Sym-
posium, assign to different persons the sections in the article
on “The Surrendered Life,” but do not have the sections
read; have them given as tallts, For the Blackboard Talk
use the eartoon, “ My Life Plans.,” Have it put on the board
before the meeting opens. You may not have an artist
among you, but even if the drawing be crude, you will find
it an excelient help in interpreting the surrendered life to
your Misgsionlary Volunteers, Make the Blackhoard Talk
hrief. Emphasize some of the main points in the lesson.
Let this talk introduce the consecration service. Ask that
each one present tell whose plan he will choose for his life

+ — his own plan or God’s,

Junior

(teneral.— The Symposium may be given by some of the
older Juniors. Assign sections as in Senior program, The
Bilackboard Talk shonld be given by the superintendent, and
should bring home Lo the boys and girls the lesson for today.
Use the carloon referred to in the Senior program. Make
this tallk an introduction {o the spcial meeting. Be sure io
plan your program go as to have time for the social meeting.
If some do not take part in the social meeting, tactfully iry
to learn the reason. Perhaps some of the testimonies given
are symptoms of conditions ihat call for personal effort.
Know gour Junior!

The Surrendered Life
What Is It?

OnE day & stranger visited the old cathedral in Freiburg.
Hig interest centered in the organ, which the sexton took
great pride in exhibiling. He asked for permission to play
it, but was denied the privilege. He pleaded, but the sexion
explained that the insirument was 80 delicate that he dared
ot let him play it. Finaliy, however, becanse of his impor-
tunity, the stranger was permitied to seat himself ai the
organ, and the ofd sexton was awe-siricken as he listened.
Never hefore had such music relled out of his favorite in-
gtraument., This music was wonderfnl, perfect, charming,
powerful! It held him spellbound. *“ Who are you?” he
agked, as the stranger was leaving., “ Felix Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy,” was the quiet reply of the great musician.
Agter that, when the sexton exhibited the organ, he would
say: " Ah, could you have heard it when Mendelssohn
played! and think, I nearly forbade his playing upon it

The mugic that Mendelsgsohn produced doubiless was
wonderful. But after all, there i no music in all the world
that eompares to the music of the human heart on which
the Great Master Mugician is permitted to play. When he Is
given full contrel of the Keyhoard, he wili make life one
grand, beautiful song. The human hand is ever destroying
the harmony with false mnotes, but hiz hand never errs

13

How wonderful are the melodies that he can play upon
these hearts of ours! This morning the tones were low, and
sweet, and soothing; tonight they are clear, and strong, and
inspiring. Now a minor. chord is struck; now a rest ap-
pears, The meter of different parts varies, and the key
changes at times, but if the Master Musician has full control,
he will draw oui in perfect harmony and in all its fuiness
the music which our lives should contribute in his great
orchestra of soul-wipners. Such is the brief story of the
surrendered life. [t filis its niche in the world; for the
surrendered life is always the vietorious life.

The Power of the Surrendered Life .

cannot be measured. You have felt its power whenever you
have been fortunate enough to be associated with a genunine
Christian, who lives above the world, and who like a magnet
draws those around him heavenward. An incident illus-
trating this power comes to my mind: During the great
World War, a boy, who was lving the surrendered life, was
called into the service of his country. He entered camp;
wag located, Night eame on. The boys with whom he was
to ghare sleeping gunarters were having a jolly time. There
was a quiet tittle battle in the new boy’s heart. For a
moment he wavered. But after an instant, he turned the
baitle over to the Master whom he served. Then duty be-
came clear, and looking up to his comrades, he said: “ Boys,
I'm a Christian, and as such, of course, I'm going to pray
before I turn in” There Was no response, but the boy
kneeled by his cot, and, like Daniel, prayed aloud. The next
night when he reached the sleeping quarters, one of the
other boys said: “ Jerry, we&’ve been waiting for you; we
want you to pray with us before we turn in.” There was a
gsurrendered life among them, and the boys felt its power.

Alihough the influence of a surrendered life does not
always bring sueh happy results, nevertheless strong mag-
netic earrents always emanate from such a life and tend to
draw others heavenward. Thig is seen again in the experi-
ence of a certain worker in China. He was about to he
recalled. His mission board considered him a failure he-
cause he could not learn the language well enough to preach.
However, when the natives of the village where he resided
tearned of the plan to recall him, they protested. His every-
day life was thelr pattern. It interpreted to them the Bible,
and made their hearts burn to follow the Master whomn their
friend served.

And there was John Knox, When he decided to surren-
der his life to God, it became a mighty power. Its influ.
ence was felt throughout Scotiand. The worldly Queen
Mary trembled upon her throne at the mention of his nams,
and gsaid: “I fear John Knox’s prayers more than an army
of twenty thousand men.” And John Knox knew that men
might well tremhle before a surrendered life. ¥e had such
eonfidence in the power of the fulty surrendered life, that
he said, “ Give me ten men who fear nothing but God, who
hate nothing but sin, and who seek nothing but the salva-
tion of their feliow men, and I will set the world on fire,”
Truly, © There 18 no limit to the usefuiness of the one who,
putiing self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy
Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated
to God.” ’

The Joy of the Surrendered Life
is quite as remarkabie as ity power., The surrendered life
ig not dark and gloomy and impoverished. It is bright, joy-
ful, and rich in all good things. It is strong, because it is
pure and clean, If is joyous and beautiful, because it is
unsetfish and hag a “ heart at leisure from itself, to soothe
and sympathize,” And the joy of the surrendered life can
stand the test of all circumsgtances. Pawgl and Silas were
happy behind prigson bars, and sang praises to God. Con-
fined in a filthy esll in Ava (Burma}, Judson could still say:
“The prospects are as bright as the promises of God.”
And it is always go with the surrendered life, for it ecan be
lived only in the presence of the Master. There is no room
for circumstances between the surremdered Jife and Jesus,
and in his presence there always is fulness of joy. 'This is
really true, Then is it not a great pity that so many young
peopie think of pleasire apart from religion? When they



14 . THE. CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

divarce the two, pleasure loses its purity, and religion he-
comes powerlegs for good. ‘

You may think you will have to give up all your good
times if you live the surrendered life. But you are mis-
taken., You may think you have tasted the deepesi joys of
life, but you have not unless you have been in the Master’s
presence. “ Are you really as happy as you seem?” asked
a discouraged freshman of a senior in one of cur seheols.
“You always wear a smile and have a pleasant word for
everybody you meet. I don’t see how you do il. I'm blue as
indigo a good share of the time.”

“ Marion,” began her older friend sympathetically, “ I'm
gorry for you, I know Just how you feel. There are a good
many indigo — yes, midnight blue — threads woven into the
fabric of my own experience. But I'm so thankful that I'm
learning how to aveid them more and more. Marion, I feel
sure that if you and I will gel s0 close to the Baviour that
sin cannot veil his loving smile from us, we shall always
have joy enough to keep our hearts serene no matter how
many trials may surround us, And we shall find the joy he
supplies s0 sweel that we, like Daniel, would rather be In
the dark den of hardships alone with him, than in the sun-
shine of the world without him, for in the midst of trouhle,
‘he ‘girdeth’ our hearts ‘with gladnesgs.””

Here the gong sounded. There was ho time for more
vislting, With a lock of gratitude and a whispered * Thank
vou,” Marion hagtened to her class, but the months that
followed proved beyond a doubt that she, too, was learning
that the deepest joyg of earth are found in the surrendered
life.

The Third Person in the Surrondered Kife

is the first person in our old school grammars. You remem-
ber: Wiret person, I; second person, youn; third person, he,
she, or it, 'Well, the surrendered life revises this somewhat.
This fact a mother endeavored to impress on her son’s
mind as he wag leaving home for college. He had found a
geat on the train, and the “ All aboard” was given. Then
there was another handshake through the car window:
“ Good-by, mother.” ¢ Good-by, John; never forgel you are
third.” One day some other boys vigited John's room at col-
lege. “ What does that mean?” one of them asked, ag e
pointed to a motto with these words on it: “I am Third.”
Then John explained: "It is my mother’s wish that in all
my plans T should always consider myself third,— God firat;
others second; and myself third”

Just there lies the winsomeness of the surrendered life.
it always makes God first; others second; and self third.
“In a training college in Japan, a Japahese and a young
American, who was a Christian, went to the principal,—a
venerable bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh,.— and
complained of the coldness of their reoms. The good bishep
replied, ‘I am sorry that the council at home cannot spare
the moeney to repair your rooms,’ and then, turning to the
Christian student, he said, ‘* As far ag you are concerned, we
can soon settle the matter. You are young, your life is
before you, and your health must be safeguarded. I am o0ld,
my work is nearly done, and my room faces south and ig
warm and bright. You shall have mine and I will take

"yours.’ The young man protested, but the bishop had made
up his mind, and nething ceuld alier his decision, The
Japanege gtudent was so Impressed by the beautiful unself-
ishness of the bishop and his evident jov in the sacrifice he
made, that he saw in it the spirit of Christ, and was led to
give hig life to the same Lord and Master.”

- Thomas Samson, a poor miner, working hard for his '

daily bread, gives us another illustration of the surrendered
life, Of this Christian workman, the Sunday School Times
say8: “The captain of the mine'said to him, ‘Thomas, I've
an easier berth for you, where there is less to do and mare
money te earn. Will you aecept it?° ‘Captain,’ said
Thomas, ‘there’s cur poor brother Tregony; he has a sick
body and i not able to work so hard as I am. I fear his
hard work will shorten his useful life. 'Will you let him
have the berth?’ The captain, pleased with his generosity,
sent for Tregony and gave him the berth, which he is now
enjoying” 'That is the Spirit of the true Christian. He

Jamps and pitchers.

does not ask, “ What can 1 do for myself?” but, ¥ What can
I do for others?” “Others!” that is the keynote of the
gurrendered life, and the young boy in the Michigan re-
formatory struck it when he wrote the beautiful Iittle poem
of which the following is one stanza:
“ Others, Lord, yes, others,
Let this my motto be.
Help me to live for others,
That [ may lve {or thes”

The Secret of the Surrendered Life

ig just to let Sesus have his way with us. “ Jim,” said an
infidel master to his Christian gervant, * you are the biggest
fool 1 ever knew. You are always talking about faith in
God, and I suppose if the Lord told you to jump through a
stone wall, your faith would take you through.” * Massa,
dat's easy 'nough; if de Lord teld Jim to jump through dat
glone wall, it 1z Jim's business to jump, and de Lords
business Lo get Jim through.” Jim had learned the secret
of the surrendered life. It is letting God map out the pro-
gram for the day. It is receiving our orders from him and
obeying him regardless of consequences, In short, the se-
cret of the surrendered life is letting Jesus live his life over
again in us,

Giving God a chance,— a fair chance,— that is the secret
of the surrendered life. “ Moses, with his hesitation and
stammering {ongue, seemed but a weak instrument, But he
gave God a chance. And God made him the lawglver and
teader of his people, Gideon looked with fear and trembling
tpon the great work before him. Yet he gave God a chance.
And Ged routed a great and mighty host with hiz puny
David was but a siripling shepherd,
shut up in obscurity. But ho gave God a chance., And CGod
Wrought him to a thirone. The little lad with the loaves and
fisheg had but a mite. Bul he gave God a chance. And the
Master broke and broke the morsels nutil a famishing mul-
titude was fed before the wondering eyes of the grateful boy.
The man en the Damascus road gave God a chance on that
fateful day. And God shook the world with him.” And the
Master is waiting to shake the world toeday with those who
will

Give Him & Chance
to live his life over again in them. What does it mean to
give him a chance? Surrender? — Yes. But what do you
surrender? Your failures, and the things in your life that
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cange failure: your worries, and the sins that are ever de-
stroying the serenity of your heart,— these are the things
you are agked to surrender, that there may be room in yonr
life for the gifts the Master wishes to bestow upen you. To
those whe surrender to him, he gives his peace, bis power,
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his joy, his success, his winsemeness in Christian service.
Then what does it mean to give God a chance? It means
success Imstead of failure. It means to make the best in-
vestment of life that mortals can malke,

At a certain conference, Dr. Howard Agniew Johnston
told of a wonderful work God did in India at the {ime of a
certain revival there. The revival fires centered around a
missionary by the name of Hyde. The natives called Mr.
Hyde “the sahib who sleeps little and prays much,” and
everybody knew to whom they referred. “ There was only
one man in all India at that time who answered to that de-
seription,” said Dr. Johnston; “bul there was one” “ There
was one” Yes, there is always one whe 'is willing to give
God a chance. But why are there not hundreds more?

The old sexton was grieved to think others had not heard
Mendelssohn play. But think how it must pain our guard-
ian angels when we refuse to give the Great Master Mu-
sician a chance to draw out of our lives the music they
should produce! There is a great gulf of difference between
the unsurrendered and the half-surrendered lives some of
ug are living and the surrendered life we all may live.

“ Why, therefore, should we do oprselves this wrang,
Or others, that we are not always sirong?”

My dear young friends, When youl reach the end of the
road and see the world in its own litileness, and eternity

looms up in its own bigness; when you see the thingg that .

once appeared go important fleeing away like the morning

dew before the gun, and catch a glimpse of the things that

so often seem unreal, in their everlasting glory — then you

will be happy to think you gave God a chance! Then you

will be happy that you chose to live the surrendered iife.
M. E.

How Russel Witnessed for Jesus

Ong heantiful day in June I was gitting in the front yard
of my home enjoying the shade and looking at a bed of
pinks, one of my favorite flowers, when three or four small
bays, from eight to twelve years of age, came up and calied
to my little boy, who I8 nipe yearg old and a member of
the Junlorg, The boys esaid to him it wag time to go for
the cows.

Russel came around the house and said, “ Mamma, I am
going with George after my cows. I will 20 in the big field
and get your cows first, then I will go out to the ridge and
get my other two cows.” He always told me where he was
going, “ Good-by, mamma,” and away he went.

I arose and went to the gate to sec if the other boys had
waited for him, but they were nearly at the top of the hili,
playing among themselves and calling to Russel to hwuiry up.

I did not hear anything more of them for an hour or so,
when presently, looking up, T saw Russel sitting on the
front doorstep erying ag if his heart would break.

“What is the matter?” I asked.

“ George hit me,” he answered, and 2s he spoke he stuck
hig foot out toward me. There were two welts as thick as
my finger on his bare leg, with the blood cozing out af them.

“Did you do anything to him?" T asked,

“No, mamma,” he replied, *George said if I would
swear he would not kit me, aud if I would not swear he
would give me five licks with his whip.,”

On pushing up -his ¢lothing, I found three more welts.

“ Mamma, it hurts so bad.” Then looking at his leg and
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up into my face, with tears streaming down his cheecks, he’

said, “ Mamma, is that bearing the cross for Jesus?”

Upon my telling him it was nobly bearing the cross, he
dried his tears, and I never saw a mare happy face than his
was.— Out Morning Guide,

Iv will soon be time for the Standard of Attainment tests.
Remember that they should be taken during the month of
May. Is your Standard of Attainment class meeting regu-
larly? Is it doing thorough work? Are its members study-
ing faithfully at home? Enthusiasm and hard work will
Wwin., Don’t slacken your efforts, but double them from now
ar, that success may erown your endeavor,

Program for Week Endmg April 26

Topic: Speaking Leaves.

Helprul Thought: “So shall my word be that goeth forth out
of my wmouth: it shall not return whio me void, buf it
shall accompiisﬁ, that which I please, and if shall
progper in the fhing whereto I sent 11.° Ise. §4:11.

Senior
. Song Service.
. Scripture Reading: Matt. 13: 1.9,
. Prayer.
Talk: The Sower Went Forth to Sow.
Recitation: The Lighthouse and Ity Keeper.
structor for April 15,
. Secretary’s Report.
. Talks: Campaign Plans.
. Reperts from the Missionary Volunteers,
. Close by repeating the Pledge in concert.

Tl Qo B

See In-

Wwuwo 1o B

Junior L

. Song Service.

. Seriptnre Reading: Matt. 13: 1.9,

Prayer.

Reading: In the Furrow.

. Recitation: Scattering for Jesus.

Talk by Superintendent: Campaign Plans.
. Secretary’s Report.

. Reports from the Juniors.

. Cloge with gilent prayer.

Noteg to the Leaders

General Aim.~— Ag usual the last program in the month
is given over to home misgionary work, or personal wark
around home, Today we study “ gpeaking leaves” as a soul
winning agenecy, so this program might well be given under
the ausgpices of the Literature and Correspondence Band.
The Home Missionary section of the January Gazsrre (and
other issues alsa) contains exceilent help for this meeting.
Your conference Missionary Volunteer secretary has been
asked fo send you plans and suggestions for this meeting,
e will help you to make this a strong.campaign day —a
day for giving a new impetus to certain lines of society
work. But after all, the secret of the success of the pro-
gram restds with you, In your executive committee give
gpecial study to the work done by the Literature and Corre-
spandence Band, and to the opportunities before this band,
then plan your program accordingly. Aim to stir up your
society to greater diligence if it is not doing all that it can
do. Alm also to get new recruits for the Literature and
Correspondence Band. Perhaps a few of your young peaple
have time to work in maore than ohe band. Make today a
“ preventive meeting "—a meeting for the prevention of a
summer slump in missionary activity., Summer brings rare
opportunities for work. Pilan .to make the most of them.

Senior

General Suggestions.— Material for the talk, “ The Sower
Went Forth to Sow,” may be gleaned from “ Christ's Object
Lessons,” pages 33-61. A gigt of that chapter will make a
splendid introductory talk. The talk should not exceed five
ar eight minutes in length, Make it a stirring appeal to
service, Have the secretary inelude inm her report of work
a special repori of all work done by the society during the
last quarter along the lineg taken up in the meeting today,

There should be at least three “ Campaign Plans ” talks:

1. Reading Racks: Tell what you have been doing along
this line, what opportunities you see for additional work;
tell of gocd that reading racks have done, of plans for se-
curing npaperg, and of methods of keeping reading rackg
supplied.

2. Libraries:. This tallk should take up the need of our
putting soul-winning literature in public Hbraries, and of
plans for getting it there. Doubtless the older church mem-
bers will be glad to help raise money to send books and
subscriptions to public libraries, Of course, permission to
place literature in any library should always be obtained
from the proper authorities,

3. Magazines and Other Papers: Tell how to use them
in the community and through the mails. There are physi-
cians and other professional men who would be glad to have
new magazines placed in their waiting-reoms every month.
Perhaps you can arrange to do this. Then why should not
one ar more of our young people have regular magazine
routes, selling the Signs of the Times, the Watchman, or
one of our other good magazines every month?

Fallow the Campaign Plans with reports from the Mis-
glonary Volunteers. Ask each to tell briefiy of experiences
he has had and what the soeiety may count on his doing in
months to come, alang the lines considered today., Whe
then is willing this day to consecrate hisg efforts to the
Lord?

Junior

Ceneral Suggestions.— The Senior note in most imints
applies also io the Junior program. If your soclety is lo-



cated where it is time to make garden when this program
is given, encourage all the Junior boys and girls who can
to have missionary gardens. Missionary gardens will help
keep up the interest of the Juniors,

Perhaps your soeiety is in o ¢hurch sehool —if so, begin
now to lay ecarnest plahs to aveid disbanding the society
during the summer, if il is at all possible to find a super-
intendent for it.

Scattering for Jesus

Wrrir courteous mien and smiling face,
Our Junior goes from door to door,
Bearing seeds of gospel {rulh,
Worlh their weight in gold,— and more.
Tracts that tell of our Lord’s return,
Papers and magazines, too;
And sometimes books are alse sold.
Think of the good they'll do!

The reading rack he keeps well filled
With papers clean and neaf,

And often on the trolley car
e leaves a tract on the seaf.

Or perhaps a helpful leaflet tueked
In a letter that's sent away

Will help to carry the truth to one
‘Who should hear it without delay.

And our Junior helps in other ways,
He does not complaln or shirk,
He iz always ready to do his part,
To help in the Lord’s great work.
If each of us would de his shave
To scaiter the “speaking leaves”
I'm sure the Master would blesg our work,
And give ug precious sheaves,
E, A, L

In the Furrow

Jounw MoCurrouek, who was a missionary years ago in
Kentucky, was once riding along Highland Creek, when he
saw in a clearing ahead of him a wan plowing in the field.
The plowman was half drunk, and wasg cursing his team of
mules terrihly, He did not see the missionary approaching,
and MeCullough reined up, and waited.

After g bit the plowman went on around a hill with his
team., Meanwhile the missionary had picked out two litle
books containing stories against drink, ©One was about a
young man, Ralph Moore, who had also been very profane
before hig eonversion, Dismoeunting and ranning over the
field, McCullough opened the two books and laid them in
the furrow to whieh the plow would come In its round.
Then he went back to the road, and hid himsgelf behind a
iree 1o see what wonld happen.

When the piow came round, the man was too diunk to
notice anything., But the mules stopped, snorted, and
jumped to one side. This roused him to fresh profanity,
and he weni up to ses what had scaved them.

“Two books! ’’ he cried. * How did they get here?” He
looked around, and saw no one. Then he gazed up into the
sky, quite sobered, as if he felt they might have fallen from
ii. He was too amazed to go on plowing. He finally picked
up the books and sat down on the beam of his plow to look
at the pietures in them. The missionary withdrew, still
nnperceived, and lefi him there.

A year afterward McCullough organized a Sunday school
within three mileg of the clearing, When the library was
opened, a man whom the rest called “Uncle Ben” came
forward, picked up one of the books, looked at the name of
the publishers, and turned to the missionary,

* My. MeCullough,” he agked; “did you pass along thig
way aboui & vear ago? If you did, you musi come home
with me, for I have gsomething to show you”

When the two reached the clearing, Uncle Ben brought
out from the house the two books that had heen lzid in the
furrow. “Did you ever see these before? ” he asked,

“Yeg,' replied Mr, McCullough, smiling,

“Well, sir,”' said Uncle Ben; “I have lost a heap by
reading them.” ‘

“What did you lose?’ inquired the missionary.

“When I read those two books,” said Uncle Ben, ear-
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nestly, “I took an cath on my knees in that furrow that I
would never tagte another drop of liguor white I lived., 1
had, at that time, a very bad name, a very red face, a habit
of swearing, an aching head, a heavy heart, a guilty con-
scienee, and a drunkard’s home. Now I have lost every
one of them. I have galned something, thank God. I now
have a good name and a happy home. Better than all, my
wite, my daughters, and rayeelf have all found the Pearl of
great price. It was that verse, in the story of Ralph Moore,
‘The blood of Jesus Christ . . . cleanseth us from all sin,’
that brought us all to the cross,”

Unele Ben proved a valuable man in that distylet. To
begin with, he became an active member in the chureh.
Then he wag chosen superinftendent of the Sunday school;
and later, he organized and superintended another one. But
he dated all his Christian life from the day when he found
the two books in the furrow and accepted the gospel from
their pages.— Priscilia Leonard,

it

Missionary Volunteer Programs for
Advanced Schools

For Weelk Ending April 5
Subject, The Ministry of Music.

Nomne of our youig people wiil be more intevesgted in this
gubject than the students. The music depariment may well
be drawn upon for help. Make use of the material fur-
nished for the regular program and anything elge that may
be thought suitable and can be obiained. Do not omit the
Symposium. A program in which several take part is usu-
ally more interesting than one in which everything is done
by two or three, Only be gure to insist that every one who
has any part shall read ¢r spealt so a_Lll can hear digtinctly.

For Weck Ending April 12

Bubject: With Ouwr Missionaries in Souih Awmerica.

Thig is foreign mission day. Make much of your
Monthly Survey. We depend especially upon the students
in our advanced schools to answer the calls {o the foreign
fleld. They are the part of our army rost easily mobilized,
and best adapted to work under new, strange, or hard con-
ditions, Have a higher aim fhan {0 make your program
interesting,

For Week Ending April 19
Subject: The Burrendered Life.

Follow the regular program with sucli changes as thought
best, This program gets at the very heart of Christian liv-
ing. Give gpecial atiention to the leadexr’s note. It would
be well for the leaders of our advanced school societies to
always read these nofes whether or not they have the same
program, for they are full of helpful suggestions.,

For Week Ending Apeil 26
Subject: Speaking Leaves.

This program presents practical plans for home mission-
ary work. Students should be specially intervested in pre-
genting our books and papers to Hbraries. How about the
public and school libraries in your part of the country?
What is being done for the students of other schools near
you? 1If you do not work for them, who wilt?

If thought best, this program can be turned over to the
Colperteur Band, and a special effort made to interest the
students in the book and magazine work for the summer
vacation,

—————

It Shines Brighter and Brighter
“Ters is my seveniy-fifth birthday anniversary,” wrote
a dear old lady to her conference Missionary Volunteer sec-
retary, ‘““ Today I finished reading my Bible through for
the twenty-seventh time, and every time I read it throngh,
the light of truth shines brighter and brighbter from the sa-

“ered pages.”

Perhaps some of our Migsionary Volunteers decided that
they would not read the Bible through again this year,
having done so several tlmeg in the past. But there is a
world of truth bound up in those words, “ Every time I read
ft through, the light of truth shines brighter and brighter
from the sacred pages.” You will find it 80, too, Why not
resolve to make it a practice to give God’s Book at least
one thorough reading each year? You will be gtronger and
better for it, It is not too late to begin now. I
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