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How to Deal with the Erring

Turre is need of shepherds who, under the direction of
the Chiet Shepherd, will seek for lost sheep. The doing
of this work meang the bearing of physical disecomfort and
the sacrifice of ease. It means showing Christlike forbear-
ance and compassion for the erring. It means to listen to
heartbreaking reecitals of wrong, of degradation, of despair,
and misery. The doing of this work means self-zacrifice.

The religion eof Christ ignores both rank and caste,
worldly bomor and riches. It is character and purity of
purpose that are of worth in God's sight. God does not
take sides with the strong and highly favored of earth.
Far from this: no trampling upon the poor and needy and
oppressed is unnoticed by him, He demands that his fol-
lowers shall be men and women of sympathy and tender-
ness., The poor, the unfortunate, the sick, and the suffering
are in this world to test the characters of the men and
women in more favorable elrcumstauces. Living in daily
eommunion with God, we shall learn to place Gods esti-
mate upon men, to respect and honor those whom God re-
spects and honors.

Phe love of Jesus in the soul will lead men to value
aright those for whom Christ has died. He who contin-
ually beholls Christ will not push tired souls into stronger
temptations, or indifferently leave them on Batan’s battle-
ground. He will reach out a helping hand, seeking to draw
gsouls heavenward, to help them to plant their feet firmly
on the Rock of Ages,

In the Old Testament and the New the principles of
true Christianity are plainly outlined. Paul writes:

“We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmiiles
of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let every one of
us please his neighbor for his good to edification. For even
Christ pleased mot himself; but, as it is written, The re-
proaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.”

“ Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which
are spiritual restore such a one In the spirit of meekness;
considering thyself, lest thou alse be tempted. Bear ye one
another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. . . . Be
not deceived; Ged is not mocked; for whatlsosver a man
goweth, that shall he alsc reapn.”

We need to get a view of how the heavenly angels co
It is

1|of their tender love over the souls who turn o God. Their
1ove for those for whom Christ died is beyond measurement.
{Angels are,keeping back the agencies of destruetion; for
ithey have an intense desire thal sinners shatl return to
t

[

peace and safety. Angels unite with the true, whole-hearted
servants of Christ to help those who are in the valley of
decislon,

It is Satan’s fierce, unabated desire to destroy souls.
But the angelic agencies are standing firm, determined that
he shall not gain the victory. And the Lord Jesus, before
the armies of heaven and the armies of Satan, uplifts the
blocd-stained banner of the cross. The words come from
his lips, “ The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the L.ord
that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thes: {s not this a
brand piucked out of the fire? ” “Plucked out of the firg,”
—only God and Cbhrist know how much that means.

With intense interest angels are watching to see how
man dsals with hig fellow man, When the heavenly mes-
gengers see that we show tender sympathy for the erring,
they press ciose to our side, bringing to our remembrance
words that will soothe and comfort the soul. “In heaven
their angels do always bshold the face of their Father
which ig in heaven.” Beware how you think a contemptuous
thought or speak a contemptuous word of the least of
Christ’s liitie ones, Say not g word, de not a deed, that
will drive the erring farther from the Saviour.

Most pitifpl ig the condition ¢f the one who is suifering
from remorse. He is as one stunned, staggering, sinking
to the ground. The tired, tempted, confused soul cannot
gee anything cieariy. O, then let no word be spoken to
cause deeper shame! Help onee more to his feet the one
who has fallen. With skilled hands bind up the wounds
that sinr has made, Let not your words, like devastating
hail, beat down and destroy the hope springing up in the
heart. A soul hurt is often a soul destroyed. Any neglect
on your part, any exaltation of self, any hasty, passionate
words, may set the soul on the read to destruction, placing
him where he will never find the road that leads heavenward.
A few words, hastily spoken under provoeation, may seem
but a little thing,— just what the wrong-doer deserves-—
but such words may ecut the cords of influence that bhind
soul to soul. Our work is to restore, not to destroy; to
lift up, not to ecast down; “to heal the broken-hearted.”
We are to remember those that are bhound as bound with
them. There iz a sustaining power in 'the deed done to
benefit and bless humanity— Mrs. E. ¢. White, in Review
and Herald, Jon. 26, 1911,

That Abounding Love

Tur apostle Paul, in his second letter to the church at
Thegsalonica, wrote:

“We are bound o thank God always for you, brethren,
as It is meet, because that your faith groweth sxceedingly,
and the charity of every ome of you all toward each other
aboundeth.”” Chap. 1: 3.

What a splendid record is this! No wonder the heart
of the apostle was cheered as he thought of Thessalonica.
Thig abounding love that each member of the church had
for every other meémber proved ftruly to be not only a savor
of life there in Thessalonica, but this report of their affec-
tion and unity in brotherly love spread to other cities also.
1t was as a light ghining in a dark place.

HEverywhere idolatry was practised. Idol worshipers
were apparently joined together in this system of worship,
but no such tender, considerate love for one another as was
seen. among the Christians, was experienced among them.
And because these helievers had but recently renounced
their idols and but recently left their fellow idolaters, they
were watched very closely, and through the medium of the
system of idolatry itself this strange experience of the
Christians wag heralded far and near. The apostie men-
tions thig:



“ From you sounded out the word of the Lord not or}ly
in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith
to Godward 18 spread abroad; so that we need not to speak
anything, For they themselves show of us what manner
of entering in we had unto yon, and how ye turned to God
from idols to serve the living and true God.” 1 Thess.
1: 8, 9,

Somehow this record tells a sweet story. It reveals how
back there the love and unity of the Christlan life stood
out in boid contrast to the life of the idolatrous world.
It shows how such lHving cannot be kept secret. Like Mary
Magdalene's alabaster box, the fragrance of the love of our
Lord Jesus Christ, manifested in kindness and tender love
for each other, pervades everywhere round about. It was
s0 back there. It will be g0 down here in the year of our
L.ord 1919,

"Thig kind of report going abroad of the members of any
church is about the hest missionary work that can be done.
What we do 1s either of the Thessalonica sort or the “tin-
Kling cymbal” sort. We do not say that any church is
doing too much migsionary work, but we do say that what
we do can amount to but very iittle unless the heavenly
fragrance of this abounding love *toward each other ™ 1s
being ghed forth more and more as we laber to win souls
for the kingdom.,

And may we not say that this very love itself becomes
the drawing element that wins hearts to Chrisi? Wgth
unchristlikenesg and discord manifest within the church,
littie hope may be entertained of enticing others, either old
or young, with the invitation “O taste and see that the
Lord is good.” Ii is the goodness and kindness of the Lord
that leads to repentance. And this goodness and kindness
and love is now to pe manifested through Christ's followers.
It can be demonstrated in no other way. Christ’s followers
live in his stead on earth to do as he did. And how he
loved! “This Is my commandment, That ye iove one
another, ¢8 I have loved you.”

“mriue love is not a strong, flery, impetuous pasgion.
On the contrary, it is calm and deep in its nature. It looks
heyond mere externals, and is ativacted by qualities alone,
It is wise and diseriminating, and its devotlon is real and
abiding., God tests and proves us by the common oceur-
rences of life, It is the litfle things which reveal the chap-
ters of the heart. It is the little attentions, the numerous
small incidents and simple courtesies of life, that make up
the sum of life's happiness; and it is the neglect of Kindly,
encouraging, affectionate words, and the little courtesies of
life, which helps compose the sum of life’s wretchedness.
It will be found at last that the denial of self for the good
and’ happiness of those around us, constitutes a large share
of the iife record in heaven. And the fact will also be
revealed that the care of self, irrespective of the good and
happiness of others, is not beneath the notice of our heav-
enly Father. . ..

“Love i power. Intellectual and moral strength are
involved in this prineciple, and cannot be separated from it.
The power of wealth has a tendency to corrupt and de-
stroy; the power of foree is strong to do hurt; but the
excellence and value of pure love consist in 1is efficiency
to do good, and to do nothing else than good. Whatsoever
is done out of pure love, be it ever so little or contemptible
in the sight of men, is wholiy fruitful; for God regards
more with how much love one worketh, than the amount
he doeth. TLove is of God. The unconverted heart cannot
originate nor produce this plant of heavenly growth, which
lives and flourishes only where Christ reigns.”—* Testimo-
nies‘for thg Church,” Vol, II, pp. 133-185,

Church officers can do no greater work, accomplish no
greaper good, than to seek by precept and example so to
inculcate this tender spirit of Christ in each church that it
-shall be seen that “the charity of every one of you all
toward each other aboundeth.” 2 Thess. 1: 3.

T. E. B,

A Suggested Bible Study for Church Elders to Use

on Tithing
“OrF all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the
tenth unto thee.,” Gen, 28: 22,

God tells us in Psalm 50: 12, “ The world is mine, and
the fulness thereof” The people of this earth belong to
God in a double sense: First, they are the Lord’s bscause
he created them; and secondly, they are the Lord's because,
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when they were lost, he paid a great price to redeem them,
And concerning this transaction, the apostle says: " Know
ye not that , .. ye are not your own? for ye are bought
with a priee; therefore glorify Ged in your body, and in
your gpirit, which are God’s.” 1 Cor, 6: 19, 20,

1. Since we belong to God and everything we have is
God’s possession, how much does God reserve unto himseif
a9 holy for the support of his work? Iev. 27: 30, 32. .

2. What is the first recorded Instance of tithe paying?
Gen, 14: 18-20.

3. To what priest did Abraham pay tithe? Heb. 7: 1, 2.

4, ‘Whose children are Christians said to be? Gal
3: 1, 29,

5. What does Jesus say we ghall do, if we are truly Abra-
ham's children? John 8: 39.

6. Has God ordained that ministers of the gospel should
live by the gospel, the same as the priests did anciently of
the tabernacle? 1 Cor. $: 13, 14,

7. Did our Saviour indorse the paying of tithes?
23: 23.

8. If the tithe belongs to God, and if he devotes it to
the support of his ministers, then who really pays the min-
isters — the peopie or God?

With this introduction of the Bible plan of supporting
the gospel ministry, let us now study the third chapter of
Malachi:

A message concerning John the Baptist and his work,
but which alse applies to & work and conditions just prior
to Christ's second coming. Mal 3: 1.

A solemn question and a time of test,

The purifying process. Verse 3.

God's people have departed from him. Verse 7, first part.

The blessed invitation and questlon. Verse 7, iast part.

The charge of robbery and a guestion. Verse 8, first part.

The charge made speciflc. Verse g last part.

The result of robbing God. Verse 9.

Restitution called for. For what purpose?
first part,

The Lord asks us to test him. Verse 10, last part.

The promise of temporal blessings., Verses 11, 12,

A stout work against the Lord. Verse 13, first part.

A questlon. Verse 13, last part: and 14,

The Lord’s answer. Verse 15.

The attitude at such a time of those who fear God, and
God’s attitude toward them. Verse 18,

A precious promise. Verse 17.

The fina] separation, Verse 18,

Have any been robbing God? He is willing to forgive
If you oniy confess to him your guilt and seek his forgive-

ness, Morpls LUKENS.
Oklahoma City, Okle,

Matt,

Verse 2,

Verse 10,

The Weekly Programs

Tug programs for the weekly and monthly missionary
service may at times seem somewhat stereotyped and monot-
onous, It is, of course, impossible to meet the needs of all.
The alm Is to place at the disposal of those in charge of
the service material which can be enlarged or medified to
meet local conditions,

But the reai secret of the success of any service lies in
the apirit of those whe participate in it. A minister unex-
pectedly visited a small church one Sabbath, and observed
with a great deal of interest the carrying out of the special
program which had been prepared and sent out from head-
quarters. The reading of a poem had beeh assigned to one
of thg church members — a hard-working brother, with mea-
ger education and no natural ability in the effective ren-
dering of poetry. The theme of the poem was “ The Lave
of God,” a subject with which this brother was not unfa-
miliar, and as he read the first stanza, his eyes filled with
tears, and he spoke of what the love of God meant to him.
Before he finished reading, every eye was filled with tears,
and the part he took in that sevvice did more to help the
congregation than many sermons would have done,

If the Spirit of God is in possession of the life and heart,
whatever is said oy done for the Master becomes effective,
So with the programs which are arranged; they will bhe of
value only as the Spirit of God directs in theiv preparation
and use. C. 8. LoNgACRE.
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HBome Misgionary Bepartment

A CALL TO SERVICE

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath

Home Missionary Service
{To be held August 23)

Orening Sowe: Hymns and Tunes, No. 1032; Christ in
Song, No, 773.
" Scripture Reading: Matt. 10: 16-42,

Prayer, '

Report by Missionary Secretary.

Song: Hymns and Tunes, No. 1260; Christ in Song, No.
701,

Reading: The Unfinished Task of the Chureh,

Special Music (or Reading of Poem, “Just a Little”).

Personal Experiences in Missionary Work.

Plans for Work,

Coliection.

Ciosing Song: Hymns and Tunes, No. ivud; uarist in
Song, No, 641,

Note to the Leaders

If you have not yet divided up the territory surrounding
yvour church into distriets, and assigned district leaders and
bands over these districts for missionary work, would it not
be an opportune time to lay plans for doing so at the conclu-
sion of the reading of the arlicle which has been prepared
for the Fourth Sabbath Home Missionary Service? A central
church missionary commiitee ought to be appointed to dis-
trict the entire territory surrounding the church, and each
individual church member ought to he given a special terri-
tory as his or her individual mission fleld. Our message-
filled literature ought to be placed in each family in each
district by the chuyeh members, Organize when the arouse-
ment is at its height,

The Unfinished Task of the Church

CHrist bas commitied to the churech a special work, and
that worlk is the giving of the everlasting gospel message to
all “them that dwell on the earth, and {o every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and peopie.” This responsibility does
not rest upon the ministers of the gospel alone, but upon
every individual church member. Christ’s commission to
carry ‘““the gospel to every creature” was likewise com-
mitied “ to every man according to his several ability.” Not

. one church member is without respongibility in reference to

this matter, It will take all fo give it to all.

The preachers alone can never accomplish the work, It
would take a thousand generationg more to finish the task
if they alone ave to do the work. The reasen why the
tagk ig yet so far from being finished is hecause the church
members have faijed in the past to meet their own individ-
ual responsibility.

The spirit of prophecy makes this point very clear as it
points out Christ’s plan for finishing the task:

“The work of God in this earth can never be finished
until the men and women comprising our church member-
ship rally to the work, and unite their effort: with those
of ministers and church officers.”— Testimonies for the
Church,” Vol. IX, p, 117. ‘“Every one who is added to the
ranks by convergion is to be assigned hig post of duty,”

Christ has called us all into service, but we have not
all responded to the call. Christ * called his own servants,
and delivered unto them his goods.” Matt. 25: 14, The
gospel is his goods —the good tidings. “ How beautiful
upon the mountaing are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of
good, that pubiisheth salvation.” Isa. 52: 7. But all church
members have not been willing that their feet should tread
up and down the hills and mouniaing of difficully with the
good tidings of peace and salvation. Those who have felt
that they had litile ability have been the unfaithful serv-
~ants. They went out and hid their Lord’s goods somewhere
“in the earth.” If the Lord should come and search for his
g&oods which he has placed in their possession, he would

ng his published message hidden somewhere among the
t ubl:!ish and covered with mother earth. They did not put
,to use in the marts of usury.

Ni? excuse for this failure will be accepted by the Lord

when he comes to reckon with thoge servants. Of course
they will make excuses when they return the Lord’s own
without improvement, saying, “Lo, there thou hasti that is
thine.” But to each one the Lord will answer and say:
“hou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I
reap where I sowed nol, and gather where I have not
strawed: thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to
the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have re
ceived mine own with usury.” Mati, 25: 26, 27,

No one can excuse himself from individual responsibil-
ity in service for the salvation of souls. When souls perish
because of our neglect, we shall have to give an account in
the judgment day, and their blood will be required at our
hands, The Lord says:

“If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto
death, and those that are ready to be slain; if thou sayest,
Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the
heart congider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not
he know it? and shall not he render to every man accord-
ing to his works?” Prov, 24: 11,

An aceount is related by Hudson Taylor, which illus-
trates the motive some people have in the matter of saving
the perishing:

He was on board a junk at Sung-Kiang Fu, and a pas-
senger, & Chinaman with whom the missionary had reasoned
about salvation, fell overboard. A strong wind was carrying
the junk against the curreni, and the low-lying shrubless
shore offered no landmark to show where the man had en-
tered the water. Hudson Taylor dropped the heavy sail
aind sprang overboard, but he could not find the drowning
man. He looked around in agony, and saw a boat furnished
with & dragnet just such as he wanted.

“ Come,” he called to the men in the boat, “and drag
over this spot., A man is drowning!”

“ Tt is not convenient,” was the reply.

“Don’t talk of convenience,” he shouted.
drowning, I tell you!”

“ We are busy fishing,” they responded.

“ Never mind your fishing, I will give you more money
than many a day's fishing will bring, Only come at once.”

“ How much will you give us?” they asked.

“Qh, don’t stay to discugs that now., I will give you
five dollars.”

“We won’'l do it for that.
we will drag.”

“1 do not possess so much; but come guickly, and I will
give you all I have”

“ How much may that be?”

“1 don’t know, exactly,— about fourteen doliars.”

At last, Hudson Taylor relates, slowly enough the boat
was paddied over, and the net was let down. In a minute
the unconscious body was recovered, but the life was gone.

Can men be so callous? While a fellow creature is
perishing, can they stop and haggle about a price? Yes,
men can he so callous; Christian men can be so callous.
Though we hold the doctrine that the soul is of more value
than the body; though we believe that life eternal is to
know the only true God and Jesus Christ whom he has
sent, we permit ourselves on slight arguments, or on none,
to stand by while the ignorant heathen and our unbelieving
neighbors go down to death, and hardly put out a hand
to save.

“ A man s

Give us twenty dollars, and

If you were offered a thousand dollars for each effort
you put forth to save a soul by personal endeavor, would
you not put forth many efforts? Is it a monetary consid-
eration, then, that prevents you from doing missionary
work now? What is your reason for not putting forth an
effort to save some one? Let us analyze our motives.

God’s gospel message is directed to all the world: for
“ the grace of God that bringeth salvatfon hath appeared to
all men,” Titus 2: 11. The church has but one comprehen-
sive mission, and that is to bring the glad tidings to all men,
The gospel message is the common property of all hxmanity,
No person can conserve it for himself. If he does, it will
become like the putrid manna in the wilderness, which
some of the children of Israel gathered in an excess of
prudence,

“How long has this gospel been known in England?”
asked a reformed Buddhist at Ningpo, after he had accepted
the truth of Christ, He wasg told that BEngland had a full
knowledge of the gospel for a number of hundred years,
“ What! ” said he, amazed, “ {8 it posgible that for hundreds
of years you have had the knowledge of these glad tidings
in your possession, and yet have only now come {o bring it
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My father sought after the truth for more than
Oh, why did

to us?
twenty years, and died without finding it,
you mot come sooner?”

If the Western Telegraph Company found that the ma-
jority of 1ts messenger boys were gullty of playing marbles
in the stireets and failing to deliver the messages to the
people to whom they were sent, the company would imme-
diately punish or dismisg those umfaithful boys.

Christ has sent a telegraphic dispateh to all mankind,
and he has appointed every church member a dispatch
messenger. The great majority have the undelivered dis-
patch still In their own possession, reserved for thelr own
private uge. What must the Lord of heaven think of his
unfaithful messengers who have ignored the great gospel
commission! An earnest Christian worker has truly said,
“ A great part of nominal- Christendom is in the position
of Hannibal’s army, which went into winter quarters at
Capua, and there became enervated.”

The whole church ocught {o be an army on the march for
world conguest, leading the way with flyilng banners, and
with the shout of the King in her midst, commanding her,
“@Go Forward.,” But the maln army 1s in the barracks;
only a flying column, insignificant in numbers, is sent to
the front, to take the world for Christ. Professed Chris-
tians are giving only the very paliry sum of one thousandth
part of their imcome to the work which Christ deems of
first importance. If every professed Christian in the United
States should pay a tithe of his income and twenty-five
cents a week for the carrying of the gospel message to all
the world, the total income wouild support an additional
army of more than 500,000 gospel workers at a fair wage.
If the church had done her duty in this matter, in harmony
with the divine plan, the whole world could have been
evangelized centuries ago. .

The way {o keep the missionary fires burning at home
is to follow Paul’s method of starting new fires abroad.
Paul’s way of correcting bigotry at Jerusalem was by start-
Ing & new church at Antioch. His method of securing the
loyalty of the Philipplans was by evangelizing Corinth. He
cured the abuses at Corinth by compassing and converting
the inhabitants of Illyricum and Dalmatia. The power and
glory of the early church lay in her undying desire to evan-
gelize the whole world, and she did her part weil. But}
her suceessors went into winter guarters and into conse-
quent inertia. They accepted the Augustinian doetrine that
the gospel had already been preached to the whole worid.
The Reformers of Luther’s day accepted this same doctrine,

This was the greatest mistake they made. “@o ye into
all the world,” they argued, was a command glven to the
apostles alone, fulfilled by them, or forever after to remain
unfulfilled. They did not comprehend the sense in which
the apostolic order is permanent in the church — the fact
that the term “apostle” 1s the equivalent of missionary,
one sent, and the consequent hearing of the truth: “God
hath set some 1n the church, flrst apostles [missionaries],”
—always to be first until the final message has besn car-
ried to all the world. The primary duty of the chureh is
to carry the gospel message of the coming kingdom and
salvation through Christ to every ereature umder heaven,
and the Lord will not eome until the church hag finished
her tagk. The call, “Come over and help us,”® will never
cease ringing In our ears so long as our task is unfinished,

The misslonary idea and plan of world evangelism is
the light and life of the church. The churech that loses this
idea loses not only her inspiration but her mission. It was
the misslonary idea that woke Whitefield to a spiritual life
and ecaused the divine light to break into his soul. Tt was
the missionary idea that armed John Wesley with gospel
power, and made him a potent factor for soclal and national
regeneration in England as well ag in America. It was the
misslonary idea that made Count Zinzendorf a spiritual
firebrand in Burope, kindling many missionary torches that
set the world ablaze. Beafore his day the missionary idea
of wortd evangelism was frowned upon by the church as
well as by the world.

‘When Carey attempted to enforce the missionary claim
upon the church, It was regarded as a “strange, incredible,

absurd, and even blasphemous doctrine.” Not only did Syd-
ney Smith sneer at the consecrated cobbler, but the Baptist
Assembly itself rejected his claim and frowned upon him,
“Young man,” was its response, “ when God wishes to con-
vart the heathen, he wiil do it without you.”

At a meeting of the board of the East Indla Company
in 1793, it was sald:

“ Sending out missionaries into our BEastern possessions
is the maddest, most extravagant, most costly, most in-
defensible project which has ever been guggested by a moon-
gtruzck fanatie. Such g scheme is permnicious, imprudent,
useless, harmful, dangerous, profitless, fantastic. It strikes
agalnst all reason and sound policy; it brings the peace and -
safety of our possessions Into peril.”

When the proposal to evangelize the heathen was brought
before the Assembly of the Scotch Church in 1796, it was
met by the adverse resolution, that * to gpread abroad the
knowladge of the gospel amomgst barbarous and heathen
nationg seems to be highly preposterous.” This brought
Dr. Erskine to his feet, and he called to the moderator,
“Rax me that Bible,” and he read to the Assembly the
words of the great commission, which burst upon them like
a clap of thunder from a clear sky. “Rax me that Bible,”
like a trumpet call, awoke Scotland, and a splendid line
of Scotch misgionaries stepped to the front to fulfll the
great commission,

Captain Mahon, the great authority on sea power, re-
cently said: ’

“No war was ever yet won by mere defonse, least of
all & war of conquest, which that of Christianity is; and
the only thing which can cause the decadence of the; church
is the fallure of Christians to present Jesus Christ as he is
to those who are not Christian,”

A great astronomer, as he contempla'ted the starry heav-
eng, reverently declared that he was permitted to think the
thoughts of the Creator after him, But in missionary work,
the Christian is permitted to think God’s thoughts out with
him, to be a fellow worker with Christ.

The church that puts ths forelgn missionary work first
in her plans, will bring about the salvation of the heathen
at home. It works like the flow and ebb of the tide. Good
news from the front causes the home camp fires to burn
brighter in missionary endeavor in behalf of those who are
without a refuge at home.

God has given each Individual church member an ap-
pointed mission fleld near his own home, in his own neigh-
borhood, and he holds that individual church member re-
gponsible for the souls 1n hig territory. Has the church
assigned a specific territory to you as your misslon field?
It is her duty to do this, and it is your duty to give God's
megsage to every soul in that territory. You must sow the
seed, and God will give the increase. Sow and labor with
a view of gathering a harvest. When the harvest of your
fleld and of your life-work is garnered, what do you want
the result to be? BExpect great things from God, and he
will reward your falth,

The apostie sets forth his true conception of 1life in what
seems to me a fitting closing statement, God will render,
he says, eternal life “to thom that by patience in well-
doing seek for glory and honor and Incorruption,” *but
unto them that are factious, and obey not the truth, but
obey unrighteousness, shall he wrath and indignation, trih-
ulation and anguish.” Rom. 2; 79, R. V.

C. S. LoNGACRE.

Just a Little

JusT & little kindness shown along the weary road;
Just a litile lifting of another's heavy load:
Just a litile pity that is tenderly bestowed,

May win a soul for Jesus.

Just a little sacrifice of ease that we have earned;

Just a’little sharing of a lesson we have learned;

Just a little stirring of the flame that low has burned,
May win a goul for Jesus, i

Just a little pleading in the name of Him who di‘ed!

Just a little earnestness, like hig, who is your Guide:

Just a little longing for some one lost at your sidEJ
May win a soul for Jesus,

— Rubie T, Weyliwry.
)
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 SUGGESTIONS FOR MISSIONARY
MEETINGS
First Week

Opening Bxercises: Song; Prayer; Minutes.

Missionary Work with Magazines,

Experfences with Our Magazines,

A Good Day for Missionary Work.

Plans for Deflnite Work.

Closing Song,

Note to the Leaders

Have at hand samples of current numbers of the Signs
of the Times Magazine, Watchman, Liberty, and Life and
Health, and explain the special features of these magazines,
calling attention to the club rates. Large financial returns
always attend the sale of our magazines, but in order to
obtain the desired results, the work must be presented and
undertaken from a higher motive than its commercial value.

Missionary Work with Magazines

‘WEe are rapidly nearing the time when the monthly pub-
lications which are pouring forth from our presses will
occupy an important place im the missionary activities of
our churches. As the spirit of service takes possession of
church members, bundreds and thousands will be seen vis-
iting the homes of the people, and opening before them the
Word of God,

This pbase of our work is particularly adapted to the
cities and towns, where are found more than sixty per cent
of the population, In these centersg of population there are
hundreds and thousands, occupied with the daily routine of
daily life, who are not able to spend leisure hours perusing
large books, And yet these souls must be reached with the
message which will tell them of a soon-coming Saviour.
The message must be presented to them in a brief, attrac-
tive, and comprehensive manner, so that they can grasp

its wonderful truth while “on the wing"” in the routine

of city life.
It does seem that now, as never before, we face an
oppertunity which, if embraced by our churches, will open

before us limitless possibilities in reaching honest souls in.

the cities.

“(0 that we might see the needs of these cities as God
sees them! At such a time asg this every hand is to be
employed. The Lord is coming; the end is near, yea, it
hasteth greatly! In a little while we shall be unable to
work with the freedom that we now enjoy., Terrible scenes
are before us, and what we do we must do guickly.,”—
“ Pesiimonies for the Church,” Vol IX, p, 101,

It i God’s plan that our people in the cities should co-
operate in soul-saving work, and utilize the agencies which
have been furnished for this purpose.

“The Lord has presented before me the work that is to
The believers in these cities are to
work for God in the neighborhood of their homes. They are
to labor quietly and in humility, carrying with them wher-

ver they go the atmosphere of heaven. If they keep self

out of sight, pointing always to Christ, the power of their
infiuence will be felt,” *The great and wonderful work
of the last gospel message is to be carried on now as it has
never bheen before. The world is to receive the light of
truth through an evangelizing ministry of the Word in our
books and periodicals.”— Id., pp. 188, &1.

Every church should set in operation an organized plan
for the systematic circulation of our message-filled maga-
zines. A number of workers should be selected In each
church who will give special study to plans and msthods of
doing effective service along this line. Judglng from the
experiences of the past and our pPresent endeavors, we feel
that we have scarcely touched the field of our magazine cir-
culation with the tips of our fingers. Some have caught the

“vigion, and are doing a noble work. Without doubt many

honest souls will be won to the message through our maga-
zines, who will never be reached in any other way.
’g As our people visit from house to house in their mis-
gionary endeavor, efforts should be put forth to secure sub-
geriptions to our magazineg, This plan brings the papers
the homes of honest souls at regular intervals, and paves
tune way for a more extended study of the message. These
periodieal vigitors present the truth in its varied phases in

such a way as to grip the minds of those who are leoking
for light.

In the busy offices of the tall, mammoth bulldings in
our cities, on the streets, and in other crowded thorough-
fares, our magazines should find a lodging place. Careful’
estimates tell us that approximately 300,000 copiés of our
denominational magazines are circulated every month. This
number eould be more than doubled in a little while if
every church were to set in operation an organized work
for the thousands within the circle of its infinence.

H. K, C

Experiences with Our Magazines

“ ABOUT a year ago a copy of the Signs Magazine fell
into the hands of a man living near Calgary, Canada. He
at once became interested in the contents of the magazine,
and later visited a number of bookstores in Caigary in the
hope of finding additional copies. Failing in this, he wrote
to the publishers, who passed in his pname to the tract
goclety, As a result, this brother recently united with the
Calgary church,”

Following a recent effort in the city of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
a young man and his wife accepted the truth, After unit-
ing with the church, he told the story of how one of our
magazines paved the way in bringing him Into the truth.
For many months he regularly purchased a copy of the
Watchman Magazine at one of the bookstores in the down-
town gection of the city. Its monthly messages on current
events in the light of Bible prophecy appealed to him,
and he became intensely interested. 'When the theater
effort was held in the city, bhe happened into one of the
evening meetings. The mesgage of that evening struck a re-
sponsive chord im his heart, and he at once recognized that
it was the same message which he had been reading from
month to month. He attended all the meetings, and at the
close of the effort, united with the church in Pittgburgh.

Some of our churches in the Bast are beginning to use
our magazines in house-to-house visiting on Sundays, and
have met with surprising success. One church has launched
a strong, continuous effort of this kind, and iz using the
magazines in much the same manner ag the Harvest In-
gathering papers. 'This eliminates the commercial feature
from the work, and thus helps to allay any prejudice which
might arise from selling the magazines., In this way thou-
gsands of magazines have been placed in fthe homes of the
people, and funds have accumulated whieh have beenr used
to liquidate chureh debts, and also to develop emterprises
in the work of the church. H. K. C.

A Good Day for Missionary Work

For the accomplishment of the largest and best resulﬁs,
planning and systematizing in missionary effort is as essen-
tial as in any other line of activity., If one full day each
week, or even a portion of a day each week, is set aside
for aggressive missionary work, and everything else is made
to bend to that appointment, much more satisfactory work
can be done. The matter should be given careful consider-
ation, apd the most convenlent day chosen. Then allow
nothing to interfere with the performance of the work
undertaken.

The first day’of the week has heen suggested as a day
affording special opportunity for the missionary worker,
and the following reasons are stated:

“The light given me by the Lord . .. was, that when
the people were moved by a power from beneath to enforce
Sunday observance, Seventh-day Adventists were to show
thelr wisdom by refraining from their ordinary work on
that day, devoiing it to missionary work,” —* Testimonies
for the Church,” Vol. IX, p. 238,

“When we devote Sunday to missionary work, the whip
will be taken out of the hands of the arbitrary zealots who
would be well pleased to humiiiate Seventh-day Adventists.
‘When they see that we employ ourselves on Sunday in vig-
iting the people. and opening the Seriptures to them, they
will know that it is useless for them to try to hinder our
work by making Sunday laws.
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“Sunday can be used for carrying forward various lines
of work that will accomplish much for the Lord., On this
day open-air meetings and cottage meetings can be held.
House-to-house work can be done,

“ Tet the teachers In our schools devote Sunday to mis-
sionary effort. . , ., Take the students out to hold meetings
in different places, and to do medical missionary work.
They will find the peoble at home, and will have a splendid
opportunity to present the truth. This way of spending
Sunday is always acceptable to the Lord.”— Id., pp. 232,
233-238.

— - ——-—

Second Week

Opening Bxerciges: Song; Prayer; Minutes,

Reporting, .

A Daily Report Blank.

Closing Song,

Note to the Leaders

Our motto is: Hvery church membher a worker, every
worker a soul-winner, and every soul-winner a reporter, If
the chureh members can be encouraged to be faithfuyl in
reporting, and the officers are faithful in passing on the
reports, it will do a great deal to build up the work, Devise
gonie means of keeping every member supplied with report
blanks, and of getiing them returned promptly. Have a
supply of Morning Watch Calendars for those who desire
to use them.

Reporting

IN Proverbs 15: 30 we read, “ A good report maketh the
bones fat.,” Many portlons of the Seriptures are reﬁorts
of what the Lord did and of what his followers have done.
It is recorded in Luke 10: 1, “ After these things the Lord
appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two
hefore his face into every city and place, whither he him-
self would come,” and in the seventeenth verse we have
the record of the report the disciples gave when they re-
turned,

Satan knows the value of reporting, and makes use of
it. He 1s very particular about ecirculating evil reports,
which dry up the hones spiritually, but the good reports
which make “the bones fat” he naturally dislikes. Most
of us need “ fattening up ” considerably, and a good report
may help do it,

In the prayer of Christ, we find an example of reporting.
He states, “I have glorified thee on the earth: T have fin-
ished the work which thou gavest me to do.’ John 17: 4.
When Paul and Barnabas returned from their missionary
journey “they declared all things that God had done with
them ” (Acts 15; 4), and thelr report was gladly received
by the church at Jerusalem. In these reports there ig no
hoasting — simply a statement of what God has done.
There is no place for hoasting in missionary activity.

It is sometimes urged that the right hand should not
know what the left hand does. But upon investigation, it
is often found that the right hand has not done anything
for the left hand to know about. 'The Saviour's admoni-
tion in this respect refers to the performance of religious
duties simply for the purpose of heing seen of men, and
not to impart the knowledge of what God is doing through
human instrumentality. Reports are valuable in stimu-
lating others to activity. A good report causes the active
members of a church to rejolce and the inactive members
to feel constrained to emulate the example of others,

Perhaps the easiest way for the members fo keep an ac-
count of the work they do is to provide themselves with
the Morning Watch Calendar, and each évening jot down
in the space provided what has heen done during the day.
The trait of accuracy and precision needed in a well-ordered
life will be developed as one keeps a careful dally record
. of deeds. Then, too, a glance over the record, is often a

stimulant to greater activily, or perchance, a well-deserved

rehuke. PEARL GRoSIEAN. |,
Troy, N. Y.

A Daily Réport Blank
AT a recent Home Missionary Convention a conferemnce
president asked that something he prepared so that our
people could hava a convenient way of keeping their reports
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of missionary work, in order that a more accurate confer-
ence report might be obtained. His attention was called
to the reporting pages in the Morning Watch Calendar
which seemed exactly to meet the need he felt.

If there are conference presidentis who do not know of
this excellent plan, doubtless there are many others of our
people whose attention has not been called to it.

The three essentials of the vital Christian life are Bible
gtudy, prayer, and missionary work; angd these are all pro-
vided for in the Morning Watch Calendar., The left-hand
page has those wonderful gems from the Bihle-—telling
what God has done for us. The right-hand page {s a daily
report blank, where we can put down what we have done.

If we are falthful to set down every morning (or eve-
ning) what missionary work we have done, it will be easy
al the end of the week to flll out our individual report
blank, to be handed to the seeretary of the Home Mission-
ary or Missionary Volunteer society.

One of our Missionary Volunteer secretaries wrote: “1I
am sure the Lord 1s going to cut his work short in the
earth. There seems to be a willinghess on the part of our
people to do the work given them to do” 1 helieve this
1s true. And, brethren and sisters, let us report our mis-
sionary efforts; not hoastingly (for the best we can do
seems so little), but to the praise of God, and for the en-
couragement of others, It surely does bring joy to the
hearts of God’s people everywhere when they see the larger
missionary reporis coming in guarter after gquarter; and it
stimulates them to greater activity. It ig not really very
encouraging to hear a secretary apclogize for his report by
saying that he knows that more was done than is reported.
Even though we may believe that to be true, it does not
give the impression that God’s people are very enthusiastie,
or that they are determined to arise and finish this work.

Let us work, and let us report our work, And to be
accurate, let us make a daily record of our misslonary
endeavor on the daiiy report hlanks of the Morning Watch
Calendar, M. E. KERN,

Third Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer; Minutes.
Medical Missionary Work by the Church Members.
A Medical Missionary Experience.
Personal Experiences in This and Other Lines of Work,
Closing Song.
Note to the Leaders

Our medical work has rightfully been ecalled ““ the right
arm of the message.” TUrge the members of the church to
study how they can serve the Master In house-to-house
work by caring for the sick and afflicted. 1If there is a
tralhed nurge in your church, or some one egpecizlly tal-
ented in nursing, arrangements should be made for him to
give permanent instruction in the principles of health re-
form, and also in simple methods of treating the sick.

Medical Missionary Work by the Church Members

As we take up the work which the Lord has given us to
do, that of warning our friends and neighbors of the near-
ness of the end, we find all around us limitiess opportuni-
ties to help the sick and suffering. There are few homes
in the land today that are not darkened by the shadow of
sickness and disease. The terrible epidemic which swept
the world only a few short months ago, marked the begin-
ning of a series of similar calamities which will occur as
we draw near the close of human probation. The awful
toll of human life exacted by thig terribie scouyrge aifords
a possible estimate of the results which will follow In sue-
ceeding calamities which the world will witness.

“1 was sick, and ye visited me,” are the words which
the Master will uiter to his faithful servants when the
work is done, There are hundreds of homes today within
the ecirele of our infiuence where we can find those wBo
are lying on heds of sickness. Many of these souls would
gladly welcome the touch of a human hand and the sy'a-
pathy of a human heart. To this people has heen giv
the task of carrying a message of hope and cheer to many
of these unfortunates,
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“ Before the true reformer, the medical missionary work
will open many doors. No one need walt until called to
some distang field before beginning to help others. Wher-
ever you are, you can bhegin at once. Opportunities are
within the reach of every one. Take up the work for which
you are held responsible,— the work that should be done
in your home and in your neighborhood.” “'We have come
to a time when every member of the church should take
hold of medical missionary work., The world is a lazar
house filled with victims of both physical and spiritual dis-
ease, KEverywhere people are perishing for lack of a knowl-
edge of the traths that have been commitied to us, The
members of the church are in need of an awakening, that
they may realize their responsibility to impart these truths,”
—¢ Pestimonies for the Church,” Vol, VII, p. 62,

The message from the servant of God is very plain that
“we have coms to a time when every member of the church
should take hold of medical missionary work.” Teday, as
never before, we face conditions which demand that our
people in the churches qualify themselves for this phase of
soul-winning work, The evidence ig clear, if we under-
stand prophetic utterances of medical scientists aright, that
the world is to witness greater, more.destructive pestiiences
than at any other time. And actual experience has proved
that the simple methods of treating disease which God has
given to this people, are the only effective agencies which
have ever been devised for combating the ailments common
to man, During the recent epidemic, many of our peopie
who were able to glve simple treatments and to administer
relief to the sick and the suffering, won their way io the
hearts of honest souls, and thus found open doors of op-
portunity for soul-winning effort.

This is part of the work of the reformatory movement
which the servant of God saw in visions of the night among
God’s people. We read that when that movement is in
progress, the sick wili be healed, and other miracles will
be wrought, If God's people will be participants In the
work of healing the sick during the reformatory movemeng
Whigh is almest upon us, it is essential that during these
days of opportunity they should educate and train them-
selves for efficient service when the hour of opportunity
comes.

At a Home Migsionary Convention in one union conference
recently an action was taken urging that as our churches
are organized into bands of service, each band equip itself
with fomentation cloths and other necessary paraphernalia
for practical use in giving simple treatments in the homes
of the people. In thig connection it was also urged that our
people in the churches give careful study to the principles
of. heaith reform, thus acquainting themseives with God's
program for healthiul living.

We believe that a simple plan of action such as this would
enable God's people to live the life that counts in their own
homes and in their neighborhgeds, and fit them for a greater
service in helping to alleviate the sufferings of humanity
when famines and pestilences are raging everywhere and the
judgments of God are in the earth, H, K. ¢

A Medical Missionary Experience

DuriNg the recent epidemic, one experience came to my
attention which showed clearly the hand of Providence in
bringing souls in touch with the message.

In a little town in the hill country of one of gur Eastern
States, the only doctor in the place was stricken with the
dread digease, and at the same time his entire family, con-
sisting of wife and three children, became iil with it. DBe-
cause of the awful fear and dread of the disease, the people
of the town would not venture near the home., In hils dis-
tress the doctor finaliy made an appeal for help over the
telephone, fearing his entire family would be lost. There
was one Adventist family in this town, and hearing of the
situation, the wife and mother velunteered to go into the
stricken home and administer relief, For several days and

inights she toiled with self-sacrificing spirit to bring relief
“to the sufferers, and her efforts were rewarded by the resto-
 ration of the siek to health.

This ministry of love won the hearts of the members of
the family, and they felt that they owed their lives to our

gigter who had toiled so falthfully for them. Before the
patients were able to be up and around, this sister felt the
on-coming of the disease, and within a few hours she had to
give up, and became confined to bed there at the doctor’s
home, The mysterious leadings of Providence were not
quite understood until one of our sisters from a distant
town entered the home to care for the sister who was ill,
and remained there for more than a week, During this
time the doctor and his family iearned of the truth, studied
it, and became deeply interested, Doubtless he will be with
us in the closing work.

This is only one of many experiences our people have had
while the pestilence swept the land, and is only a litile
foretaste of the experiences which await God’s peopie as
they gladly take the task he gives them to do, May all our
people learn to be real medical missionaries, so that they
may be used of God In lessening the sufferings of their
fellow men, and thus win many to Christ. H. K. G

Fourth Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Season of Prayer; Minutes.
Christian Help Work,
Missionary BExperiences,
Ciesing Song.
Note to the Leaders

Perhaps you know of special cases of need which could
be relieved by some form of Christian help work. Aim to
make the connecting link between this need and your work-
ers, If yon do not know of such cases, follow the example
of Job, who said: “ The cause which I knew not I searched
out.”

Christian Help Work

Tar Christian life consigts not alone in the manifesta-
tion of patience and kindness. These graces of Christian
character are essential, but there is also need of courage,
earnestuess, perseverance, and the exercise of the talents
God has given.

The Saviour set us an example, He “ went about doing
good.” Hisg life was one of unselfish service, ministering
to the physical and spiritual needs of humanity, and this
same spirit will actuate his true children.

A working church is a living church. The greatest help
that can be given our people is to teach them how to work,
As the physical body cannot be kept in a healthy condition
without air, foed, and exercise, so with our spiritual life,
— we must breathe the heavenly atmosphere in prayer,
take spiritual food from the Word of God, and exercise
our God-given powers in service for our fellow men, if we
develop strong symmetrical Christian character,

Christian help work opens up a channel through which
all can find unlimited opportunities for work in the home,
the church, the neighborhood, We as workers must inspire
the church members to enthusiastic activity, and direct
that activity in the most helpful channel, It is well to
organize the church members into working bandg, with
good strong leaders, assigning definite territory for defi-
nite work.

There are 50 manhy ways in which Christian heip work
can he done. We can vigit the sick, give simple treatments
and practical instruction in health principles, carry flowers,
supply the needy with food and clothing, visit the prisons,
and leave with the prisoners the helpful influence of prayer
and song and the printed page, visit the aged and cheer
their Tonely hearts; make calls at hospitals, homes for the
blind, and other public institutlons, and in a kindly, cheer-
ful way inspire hope and courage and trust in God. Make
it a point also to call on the absent members of the church
and let them know they are missed, Our duty is plainly
set forth in Isajah 58: 6, 7. Let us not wait for opportuni-
ties to appear before us, but Iet us make opportunities,
being prompted by the love of God in all we do. “Then
shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health
shall spring forth speedily,”” Verse 8, TLet us all rally,
and all do gur humble part in hastening the coming of our

dear Saviour. N ALmA MEISTER,



Migsgionary Yolunteer
Department

Our Sovicty Meetings

At the recent Migsionary Volunteer Conncil the follow-
ing recommendation was pasged: ’

“ WHEREAY, We realize the tendency In many places for
our weekiy meetings to drift toward the rendering of a
mere literary program,

“We Recommend, That a clear statement be made by
the Department, pointing out thiz danger, and urging all
leaders to aim at spirituality, devotion, and missionary ac-
tivity, rather than at emtertainmsnt; and that in harmony
with thls aim, we term our weekly meeting the weekly
devotional mseting, building the program around the prayer
and social service.”

This Is our ideal. T.et ug co-operate to reach it. Re-
cently a worker told me how he had been deeply moved
by Missionary Volunieer meetings he had attended, which
were conducted by the young people. This is ag it shouid
be, OQur programs should be dseply spiritnal. ILet us
endeavor to do what this recommendation advocates,—to
build the program around the prayer and social service.
‘Who has a suggestion on how it can be done? Please send
it to the Missionary Voiunteer Department.

M. E K,

Devotional Méetings for Week Ending
Angust 2

Subject: Getting Ready for Servioce.
Helpful Thought: “ Find o way or make one.”
Senior

. Opening Exercises: Song and Prayer.

. Secretary’s Report, including Report of Work,

. Roll Call: Christian Education, .

. Talle: Getting Ready. See Insiruclor for July 22,

. Talk: Hider White’s Struggle, See “ Life Sketches of
James White and Hllen G, White ” (oid edition}, pp. 12-14.
. Reading: “Find a Way or Malke One.”

. Soclal Meeting: Our Response.

. Cloge by rspeating 2 Timothy 2: 16 in concert,

Junior

. Opening Exercises: Song and Prayer.

. Secretary’s Report, including Report of Work.
. Roll Call: Our Church School.

Rending: Qetting Ready for Service.

. Talk by Superintendsnt: Ammunition Needed.
. Social Meeting: Our Regponse.

. Cloge by repeating 2 Timothy 2: 15 in conecert.

Notes to the Leaders

Hetiing Ready.: Aim today to glve every young person in
your church a strong determination to get ready for serv-
ice., God has a plan for each life, and that plan includes
a preparation for service. The leaders in our church have
sfudied this plan for training young people ag revealed in
the Bibie and in the spirit of prophecy. Hundreds of thou-
sands of dollarg have been invested by our denomination for
carrying out God’s plan in training the youth whom he
has chosen to be hig helping hand. And as surely as the
Master iz calling our leaders to conduct Christian schools,
so surely 13 he calling young people to enter them for
training,

The Master’s plan for a young person’s life is the only
plan ‘that will bring genuine success. Help your young
people to mee this great truth today. God is calling upon
them to get ready for service., Some of this preparation
they must obtain directly from the Master and from his
Waord; but some of it they should obtain in our Christian
schools. To those who cannot leave home ths Fireside Cor-
regpondence School offers training.

Every one needs tralning. The untrained workman is
a crippled workman. He I8 an unsharpened scythe in the
Masgter’s harvest field. O the joy the Missionary Val-
unteer wili find in following the divine Pattern in prepar-
ing for service, as well as in service!
closes today, see how many plan to enter one of our schools
this fall; also how many plan to take work in the Fireside
Correspondence School. Aim to get every Missionary Vol
unteer to enter one of our schools or to enroll for study at
home in the Firsside Correspondence School. Pray ear-
nestly that the Holy Spirit may speak to the hearts of your
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young people today and lead them to make right decisions.
Write to your conference gecretary about the results of your
meeting, .
Society Work.— Be sure to have reports from your hand
leaders today., What are your bands doing? The summer
is slipping away. So are the speclal opportunities it brings
to your society. Are you making the most of them as they
go? Study your bands carefully. Look out upon the field.
Are you doing regular, systematic houseto-house work?
Aré your reading racks filled regularly? Jesus is watching
the young people in your society day by day. Does their |
faitihfulness give him constant joy? or is he grieved by 3
their negligence? |
The Legding Fealure— Make the prayer and social mest-
Ing a leading feature in your weekly meeting. Yours is nof
a literary society. You meet together that you may go
away to do better service, and the prayer and social meet-
ing is one of the strongest agencies for promoting spiritual-
ity in the society.

Senior Notes

Gelting Ready— The article on this subject will be found
in the Imstructor of July 22. It was prepared by Prof. O. M.
John of the Eduecational Department, and contzing statis-
ties in which every young person ghould bs interested, As-
sign the sections in ths article to different persons and ask
them fo glean material from other sources also, Plan to
have four stirring three-minute talks on this important sub-
ject. TUse the drawing on page 12 in one of the talks.

“ Find @ Way or Make One "— Watceh your union confer-
ence paper for this articie, |

Social Meeting: Our Response—~— With the appeals con-
tained In the talks glven, surely every omne present will
make a respohge. Who will consecrate himself to the Lord
for prsparation for service today? .

Junior Notes

Roit Call: Ouwr Church School— Provide the Juniors with
news items regarding ehurch school work, or gtatements re-
garding its value; or let each Junlor tell in a sentence how
the church school hag helped him. Encourage the Juniors
to relate definite experlences. Your conference secretary
will be glad to hslp you

Getting Ready for Service-— Our boys and girls will en-
Joy this article from Miss Peck who has done so much to
help develop the church school work., Have the sectlons
of this article read or given as talks by different Juniors.

Ammunition Needed.— The drawing, “The Cannon Is
Useless Without Ammunition,” on page 12, is all the help
that fs needed for this talk, However, No. 4 in the Senior
program contains statistics that might well be used.

Rocial Meeting: Our Response— See Senior nate,

Christian Education

“THerE i1s a dearth of educated ability among us, and
we have not men who are sufficiently tralned to do justice
to the work.”—" Christion Bducution,” p. 133,

“As an educator, the Holy Seriptures are without a
rival."—* Clounsels to Teachers,” p. 54.

“Young men and women, the middle-aged, and in fact
all who are able to engage in the Masler's service, should
be putting their minds to the stretch in an effort to prepare
to meet these calls [many urgent calls for workers].”— Id.,
n. 809, .

“Hducatlon is necessary both for the proper fulfilment

“of the domestic duties of life, and for success in every fleld

of usefulness,”— Fd., p. 534,

“ God has given us a probation in which to prepare for
the school above. For this the youth are here to be edu-
cated, disciplined, and trained. In the lower schogl of earth

thegrg are to form characters that God can approve.”— Id.,
p. 392,

“The blunders of untrained, undisciplined childhood be-
come the inheritance of manhood and womanhood.”— Id.,
pp. 112, 118,

“ Cultivated intellect is now needed in the cause of God;
for novices cannot do the work acceptably. God has devised
our collegs as an insirumentality for developing workers
of whom hs will not be ashamed. The height man may
reach by proper culture, has not hitherto been realized.”—
* Testimondes for the Church,” Vol. IV, p. 426.

‘“Bdueation comprises more than a knowledge of books,
Proper education includes not only mental diseipline, hut |
that training which will secure sound morals and correct
deportment.”— Id., p. 648,

“Ws need young men and women who have a high in-& |
tellectual culture, in order that they may do the best workg
for the Lord.”—* (founsels to Teachers,” p, 42. P

“'The highest class of education is that which will give’
guch knowledge and discipline ag will lead to the best de-
velopment of character, and will fit the soul for that life
which measures with the life of God.”—Id., pp. 45, 46.
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“The bhighest education is that which will teach our
children and youth the seience of Christianity, which will
give them an experimental khowledge of God's ways, and
will impart to them the lessong that Christ gave to his dis-
ciples, of the paternal character of God."—Id., p. 46.

“1t is God who has given life, and every physical and
mental endowment that the youth possess. He has bestowed
upon them capabilities for wise improvement, that they
may do & work which will be as enduring as eternity.”—
Id., p. 99.

“ By some, educalion is placed mext to religion, but true
education is religion”— Id., p. 108,

“ 1t is right for the youth to feel that they must reach
the highest development of their mental powers. We would
not restrict the eduecation to which God has set no limit
But our attazinments avail nothing if not put to use for the
honor of God and the good of humanity.”— Id., p. 387.

“The improvement of the mind is a duty which we owe
to ourselves, to society, and to God. ... It is only by the
harmonious development of both the menial and the moral
faculties that the highest perfeection of either can be at-
tained.”— Id., p. 541.

“ fwiforts must be made by every Individual to epducate
the mind.'—* Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. II, p. 188,

“The serviee of God demands all the powers of onr
being, and we fail of meeting the design of God unless we
bring these powers to a high state of cultivation, and edu-
cate the ming to love to contemplate heavenly things, and
strengthen and enmoble the energies of the soul by right
actions, operating to the glory of God."— Id., p. 187

“rrrue education is the power of using our faculties so
as to achieve beneficial results.”-— Id., pp. 563, 264.

“fThe apathy, the indolence, the inattention that has
been manifested in regard to eduncation is marvelous; but it
is well pleasing to Batan. God would have us arcuse from
our indifference, and no longer allow the intellectual pow-
ers to run to waste, and degenerate into imbecility, Men
are to appreciate the talents intrusted to them, and take
advantage of the opportunities placed within their reach.
Let the mental powers be girded for work, and by vigorous
exertion let the mind be enlarged and developed. There is
more need now than ever before that our young men and
women shall be intellectually qualified for the work”—
“ Christion Hdwcation,' pp. 138, 139.

“The world is walting for you, young man,

If your purpose is strong and true,

If out of your treasure of mind and heart
You can bring things old and new,

If you know the truth that makes men free
And with sklll can bring it to view,

The world is waiting for you, young man,
The world is waitihg for you.

Then awake, O young man, from the stupor of doubt,
And prepare for the batile of life;
Be the fire of the forge, or be anvij or sledge,
But win, or go down in the strife
Can you stand though the world into ruin shonld rock?
Can you conquer with many or few?
Then the world is waiting for you, young man,
The world is waiting for you.”
— (Qtalkins.

Send us a report of your experience. Pags it on.
. to us and we will pass 16 on to cheer others and to
multiply your efforts.

Getting Ready for Service
What Are the Angels in Heaven Doing?

Ir today we counld look right up into heaven,where God
and Jesus and the angels live, what do you suppose we
should see them doing? Do you think the angels would be
leigurely walking about through beautiful gardens, or rest
ing quietly by some peacefnl stream, gpending their iime
in gelfish enjoyment, with no thought or speeclal interest in
what is taking place-on this earth where we live?

0, no! Not a single angel is planning for his own selflsh
eage or pleasure. Bvery on¢ is infensely interested in you
and me and in the events that are taking place down on
this earth, As they look down upon thiz world, they see
{housands of people whose hearts have been broken because
of war and trouble. They see¢ men and women made in the
image of God whose lives have heen wrecked by gin. They
see boys and girls struggling with ftemptations while se-
cretly longing to be gincere Christians, They see, too, that

the angel of mercy ig folding her wings ready to depart
from the earth. They know that soon, very soon, the whole
world will be given over to Satan and destruction. 'They
know that soon, very soon, the fireg stored within the earth
will burst forth, and the earth with all thal is therein will
be burned up, '

Ag they gaze upon us here and think of the destruction
s0 soon to visit the earth, they long to make every moment
count in faithful effort to save some man Or woman, some
boy or girl, from the ruin, All hegven is busy. Angels are
hurtying here and there, anxious to do some service for
God.

The * Get Ready " Message

Years ago God sent one of these angels with a thrilling
message to the people who were looking for the soon coming
of Jesus. ‘The message was, “ Get ready, get ready, get
ready,” Three times the angel repeated this message. And
the same message comes to every boy and girl now, as well
as to gvery man and woman, who is looking for the soon
coming of Jesug. Every year we live we come nearer and
nearer to the end of this world. Hvery year we live the
angel’s words, “ Get ready ™ should mean more to us than
ever hefore.

How Did Jesus Get Ready?

Let ug think what this message from God means to boys
and girls in school and at home. When Jegus was twelve
yvears of age, just about the age of some of you, he said to
his mother, “ Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s
business? *  After that experience in the temple he went to
his quist little home at Nazareth, up in the hills of Galilee,
and gpent the rest of his boyhood and youth. Of this time
the Bible says, “ He was subject unto hig parents.” Jesus
was getting ready — getting ready for service. Day by day
he wag obedient and respectful to his parents. And if he
had gone to school he wonld have been obedient and re-
spectful to bhis teachers.

We are also told that durlng these years he worked with
hig father in the carpenter shop. In thig, too, Jesus was
getting ready. Just faithfully heiping hiz father. Jesus
surely did not complain because of the constant amount of
work he had to do. He did not complain if asked to work
when other boys spent the time in idleness or play. The
parents of Jesus were not rich, and he felt that he must
do all he could to help support the family., Thus Jesus
was getting ready for service.

Az a boy at home, Jesus -tried to relieve every case of
suffering that he saw, He had litile money to give, but he
often denied himself food in order to help those who seemed
more needy than he., When he heard any one speak harshly
to those who were poorly dressed or unatiractive, he went
to these very ones and spoke words of Kindnesg and em-
couragement to them. In this, Jesus was getting ready for
service,

Jesus loved his brothers. But they did not like him
becauge he would not take part in their wrong-doing. His
good example annoyed them, and they sneered at his unself-
ishness. They called him a coward. But never once did
he respond with an impatient word or look. Jesus was get-
ting ready for service.

Other boys welcomed him as their companion because
he was bright and cheerful and always ready to suggest
what to do. But they often aceused him of being narrow
and strait-lagced because he was so careful not to do even
that which looked wrong, Sometimes the boys became
angry with him and treated him roughty, but he would not
retaliate, and he bore every insult patiently. Jesus was
getting ready for service.

Ingtead of [ying in bed in the morning, Jesus often arose
and went away into some quiet place to read the Bible and
to pray. From these quiet hours he would return to his
home to take up his regular duties for the day. When he
saw others looking weary with their heavy burdens, he of-
fered to earry their burdens for them, and a3 he did this
he talked to them about the lessons he had learned from
the Bible and from nature. Jesus was getting ready for
service, )
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And Jesus lived as 2 boy here op earth amid all the
temptations and trials that other boys have to meet, so that
he might leave them an example of encouragement. When
but a boy of twelve years he knew that Goed had a great
and sacred work for him to do when he became a man,
and every day was to him a day of getting ready for that
work,

How May a Junior Today Get Ready?

It is just the same with boys and girls today. To every
boy and girl who has really become gcquainted with Jesus
and who knows what the Bible teaches about his second
coming, God has given a great work. And if they are true
to him, they will be workers together with the angels.
They will think and plan and pray to know how to do just
what God wants them to do day by day. They will listen
to God’s voice every day and, like the angels, be ready to
do anything God tells them to do.

In his Word, God says to us, “ Study to be quiet.” If
we do his will in this, earnestly, faithfully, quietly study-
ing our lessons every day, we shall surely be getling ready
for other serviee that may be required of us when our study
hour is past.

We are told that in the last days,

“childrew’s voices will be raised to give the last message
of warning to a perishing world, When heavenly intelll-
gences see that men are no longer permitted to present the
truth, the Spirit of God will come upon the children, gnd
they will do a work in the proclamation of the truth which
the older workers canhot do, because theiy way will be
hedged up.”

“ Geot Ready,” and You Will * Be Ready

Think of this, boys and girlg, and remember that our
ehurch schools are ordained by God to prepare you for this
great work. Right here in school, God and the angels are
deeply interested in you and in the lessons vou will learn;
for in a little while, they expeect you to join them in giving
to the world the glorious news of the soon coming of Jesus.
The schqol is your training ecamp to prepare you to become
soldiers for the King., Here is the place for you to learn
and practise the prineiples of true Christian counriesy, and
to store your minds with the truths of the Bible,

“ Get ready, get ready, get ready,” iz God's message 0
us today. If we cbey this message now we shall “ be ready ™
when he comes,

“ Therefore, be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh.” Saran B. PrcK.

Devotional Meetings for Week Ending
August 9

Senior

Subject: The Man Who Was Certain.

Helpful Thought: * The Lord said unto me, Say not, I am
a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee,
and whatsoever I command thee thow shalt speak.’
Jer, 1.7,

. Song Service.

Prayer,

. Secretary’s Report and Report of Work,

Responsive Scripture Lesson: Jer. 1:7-10; 17: 5-14.
Reading: Jeremiah, Who Was Certain.

Symposium: Jeremiah,

. Monthly Survey of Missions.

. Bocial Meeting.

. Close by repeating the Pledge in concert,

Junior
Subject: Being Dependable.
Helpful Thought: The Master needs dependable Juniors in
his work.
1. Song Service.
2. Prayer.
3. Secretary’'s Report and Report of Waork,

4. Scripture Lesson: Morning Watch Verses since last
review. .

5. Monthly Survey of Missions.
6. Reading: True to Mother’s Trust.

N ':‘('L Talk by Superintendent: Personal Responsibility —
[

8. Recitation: The Dependable Boy.
9. Social Meeting. .
10. Close by repeating the Junior Pledge in concert.

0 00 N1 B Ty £0 19 1

Senior Notes

The Man Who Was Certain.— Learn today a few of the
splendid lessons this wonderful Bible character teaches us.
Can we stand as firmly for right as Jeremiah did? Will
we give the message as fearlessly as he gave his? Study
today how he served, and then ask the Ma»ﬁster 1o lead each
one of you to be as true to God and to his work as Jere-
miah was. .

Symposium: Jeremiak.— Have at least four three-minute
tallks. The following are good topics:-The Times of Jere-
miah, showing conditions in Judah; Jeremiah’s Work;
Faithful Hven Amid Persecution; Parables of Jeremiah,
Tor heips in preparing these talks see * Prophets and
Kings,” pp. 407-4786.

Monthly Survey of Missions— Be sure to have your Sur-
vey of Mlssions. Keep up to date with our denominational
work. The July Gazerre suggested that all collect mission
news for today. Have a rapid fire. It would be inferesting
to have one of the young men give a news item, then one
of the young women — so on till all items in the lists have
been given. Befare closing, arrange for your September
Survey of Missions. Why not appoint different fields to
dlfferent persohs, Let onhe repori on Hastern Asia, another
on India, anocther on Burma, ete

Social Meeting.— No part of the meeting is more impor-
tant than this one, The Dead Sea is dead. we are told,
because it receives but never gives. Do not forget this.
The social meeting will help you as nothlng else will to
spiritualize your young people, Tell one another of the
victories galned, the battles lost, the experiences you have
had in missionary work, etc.

Junior Notes

Monthly Survey of Missions— See Senior note,

Talk by Superintendent: Personcl Responstbility — No. 1,
— The artlcle upon which the talk is based is the first in
a splendid series prepared by Mys. If, D, Chase, If thought
best one or two sectiong of this article might be given by
Juniors, but the superintendent should use these lessons to
help all the Juniors to develop a real sense of personal
responsibility.

Social Meeting— See Senior note.

Jeremiah, Who Was Certain

It ig not enough to know; you must know that you know.
It does not suffice to believe; you must be sure of your
beliefs. Confidence in God, in yourself, in mankind, i half
the battle of life,

Jeremigh was a man who wag certain, He is often men-
tioned as “the weeping prophet.,” Far more fittingly would
he be called “the assortive prophet.”

He would follow his belief to any length; he trusted
it implieitly, and imperiously demanded that all others trust
it implicitly,

Belief, with him, meant expression, and truth
tion. He was the most dramatic of preachers. He carried
a new girdle to the Huphrates and buried it. After many
days he returned io the Euphrates and found his girdle
ruined. *“Thus,” said he, “will the Lord mar your pride,
O Judah, O Jerusalem!"” He smashed an earthen bottle
before the people, and cried, “Thus will the Lord break
this people, and this city!*” There is not in all the world a
more vigorous plece of writing than the Dprophecies of
Jeremiah,

He followed his beliefs with his money, While the army
of Nechhadnezzar was encamped around Jerusalem, he
bouglit at the old-time prices the very ground where their
tents were Spread, as proof of his certainty that pbace was
coming and security of goods.

He followed hig beliefs, though they led him into igno-
miny, though they appeared treasonable, though they con-
travened popular prejudice and royal desires. 'What' ot that?
One was with him who was more than all besides.

He followed his beliefs so far as to record them. He
would stand by them {o the end of time, Jehoiakim might

eant ao-

slash the roll to bits and burn it in his brezier. What of
it? There wag other parchment, and other ink, jand the
second roll should be larger than the first.

He followed his beliefs to the stocks, As he sit the \

an object of contempt and derislon, 1 do not believe tift
for an instant he wavered in adhesion to his convictio;l,

He followed his beliefs to the dungeon, fo the dungeon
below the dungeon, knee-deep in unimaginable nire, where
foul repilles wound through the darkness, and deadly odors
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nauseated and suffocated. Still, out of the depths he cried
to his God, and held to his faith. . .

He followed his beliefs into exile, and, as one tradition
asserts, into a viclent death at the hands of the people upon
whom he was pressing his convictions. He was true to his
beliefs to the end.

Ah, that 1s the way to use these bubble-days of time!
Lay hold ingistently upon some eternal faect, and let it lift
your fieeting years into the permanence of eternity! Be
truth’s. Defy all accidents of fate to shake your grasp of
reality. Know God. Know God's will, for you and for
his world, Know what you know with your whole being.
Dare to tell it. Dare not withheld it. In this way, and in
thig way alone, can you enter the glovy of Him who is the
fruth eternal.— Awmos R. Wells.

True to Mother’s Trust

ProMprry at four o'clock of a blustering March after-
noon, the door of the little ecuntry schoolhouse opened, and
a line of children filed out.

“ 0O Rob! look at the mill pond,” said Phil, a brown-eyed
boy of twelve, who led the line,

“Whe-e-a! 7’ exclaimed Rob.

“Now for a good skate,” cried Phil. And away the two
boys rushed. With a bound they cleared the fence, and
soon reached the edge of the pond, which had frezen with
that smooth “glare,” so pleasing to the eye of a skater.

It took but a moment to don their skates, and soon the
hoys were curveting gracefully over the ice. -

In a few minutes Phil giided up to Rob, and said, “I
oughtn’t to stay here any longer.”

“0h, don’t go, Phil! Why can’t you stay?”

“ Father went to mill today, and he'll not be home till
late, and there’ll be all the cliores to do.”

“Yes, but you can skate awhile, and then get home in
time to do them,” pleaded Rob.

“Ng, I know mother. She would begin to do the chores
herself; for she always likes to have things attended to
before dark. Then there is the colt to lead out to water.
So I'll have to go,” he said, slowly. “ Mother says she can
always depend on me, and I'd hate to disappoint her,” he
added.

“Well, I suppoese you'll go,” said Rob, in a disappointed
tone, as Phil began unclamping his skates.

For a moment Phil lingered, watching his companion,
“The ice looks so tempting. Couldn’t I spend just half an
hour longer here? It is not every day one can find ice like
this,— and this is likely to be the last, too,” he thought,
regretfully. But scon he turned resolutely away, whistling
bravely; and when he reached the main read, he struck a
sturdy gaif, which soon breught him in sight of home.
Somehow there was an alr of lomeliness about the place,
whiech made him think mother was not there. The cur-
tains were down; and as he drew nearer, he saw a piece
of paper tacked on the door, which he knew meant a note
for him. He read: :

“Dear Box: Mother was called away this afternoon.
Your tittle cousin is ill, and Aunt Kate wished me to be
with her. I could not have gone, but I knew I could de-
pend on you. Father will not be home till late. Don’t let

yourself be lonely, and remember God will take care of you.
‘o MOTHER.”

Phil felt the warm blood in his cheeks as he thought
how he had been tempted to disappoint his mother’s trust.
More than once that evening he was grateful for his victory
gt the mill pond.

Reaching the key from its place under the eaves, he en-
tered the house, and was preparing to build a fire in the
kitchen stove, when he remembered the colt. “ Guess I'll
go out and see hoew Billy boy ig getting on before I build
my fire,” he said to himself. On opening the barn door,
no familiar whinny greeted his ear, but instead a heavy
}ﬂoundering gound. There lay poor Billy on his back, help-
lessiy pawing the alr. When he heard Phil near him, he
made a great effort to rise, only to fall back again. The
halter rope was drawn so tight that it seemed choking him.
Stretching far over the side of the stall, Phil quickly cut
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the rope, and the frightened colt sprang to his feet, unin-
jured save for a few bruises. Phil smeared these with horse
salve; and after giving Billy his drink and an extra feed of
oats, did the other chores. By the time he reached the
house, it was quite dark,

‘What a lonely feeling came over him as he entered the
cold kitchen! But it seemed much more cheerful when the
lamp was lighted, and the fire burning. Phil busied him-
self by cracking some nuts, and studying his arithmetic
lesson for next day; but in spite of his efferts, the hours
did seem long. It was not until nearly nine o'clock that
he heard the squeak of the sleigh runnerg on the drive, and
the well-known voice of his father as he called, “ Whoa! ”
to the horses at the door,

Catching up the lantern, Phil ran to help put up the
horges. After looking Billy over, his father said, “ You did
just the right thing by the colt, my beoy. Before long he
would have become so discouraged that he would not have
tried to hold his head up, and then he would have strangled
to death.”

It was not until the next afterncon that Phil saw his
mother; and then, big boy as he was, she kissed first one
rosy cheek and then the other, saying, “ I hope [ may
always be able to depend on my boy, and that he will
always be true and trustworthy,'— Vinae M. Sherwood.

Personal Responsibility — No. 1

A rvirTik fellow of seven years climbed upon the coffin
which held the lifeless form of his father, to take the last
lock. He says that the responsibility of the family —a
widowed mother and three children — came upon him then
as fully as he ever felt it in later life, It was hard for
a boy of seven to fall heir to se¢ heavy a burden, a burden
that meant for him far more than a hoy’s share in provid-
ing sustenance and shelter, and in helping to care for the
baby brother and delicate sister, that the frail mother might
do what she could to provide for the family; but this hard-
ship was not without its compensation, for it gave him a
seriousness of purpose and a sympathy for those in distress
that are life's truest assets.

However rigorous the New England winter, this lad pro-
vided hig customers with the daily paper. Barreis of mo-
lasses were made into candy, and the young provider
tramped the streets selling it, He gathered up old bottles
and sold them; and did whatever else might bring in the
nickels and dimes., His youthful desires for fun had to
give place {0 sober realities,

The sense of responsibility thaf so early manifested
itself in this lad must to a degree be felt by every manly
boy. Even though he may not be called o share in provid-
ing the necessities of life, he must feel a responsibility to
share in the work of the home as well as in its benefits; he
must also feel it a duty to add to its happiness and comfort.

Ohbedience

By cheerful obedience a boy can bhest express this sense
of home responsibility. Disobedience, or unwilling or en-
forced obedience, detracts from the home joy and comfort
as does nothing but absolute waywardness and degeneracy.
The Lord says that obedience is better than gifts or sac-
rifices; so in the family no gift, no expressions of love or
fidelity, tip the scales seo readily or so far as unguestioned
obedience. It is the weightiest of a boy's gifts to his
home; for it is the way true love and appreciation are
revealed.

A sense of filial responsibiiity gives the boy enough grit
and good sense to be obedient even in the face of the sneers
and temptations of hig fellows. A baseball nine had fin-
ished playing a match game, when the captain proposed
that they all go swimming in the river, Three or four
boys suggested that they choose-the creek instead, as their
mothers forbade their going to the river. But the captain
— in name but not in spirit — called them babies and molly-
coddles, and urged them all to go despife thelr mothers’
wishes. So after a brief debate of the guestion, mest of
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the company started for the river; but one manly boy said:
“ My mother loves me, and forbids me to do only the things
that may injure me, and she knows better than I. Your

mothers may not be worthy of belng obeyed, but mine is,

and I sghail not go.”

If the other younger boys had taken the same stand,
there would not have been, later in the day, a mournful
procession carrying a lifeless form to a loving mother, who
in her grief moaned, " Oh, if he had ounly obeyed me and
kept away from the river!”

A man placed a frozen snake in hls bosom to warm it
Ag it began to come to life it darted ifs venomous fangs
inte its protector and killed him. The snake could not dis-
criminate between friend and foe; buf many a boy has by
disobedience deeply wounded or even plerced to death the
mother who gave him birth and cared for him during child-
hood and youth,

The same feeling of responsibility that makes a Doy
obedient at home will make him loyal to his country's laws,
and will very likely lead him finally to declare aliegiance
to his God.

. Honesty

A sense of personal responsibiiity will make one anx-
ious to make the most of one's self. Did you ever watch
an artist or a sculptor at work, and wish your hands had
the same gkill ag his? Which are more valuable, men or
pictures? men or statues? You are more than an artist,
more than the greatest of sculptors, if you do your work
well, for under God you are to make a man out of a boy.

Will it require thought and care on your part? Just
ag the geulptor has his model clearly in mind, so you must
get clearly in your mind what kind of man you want to be.
A'true man, a respectable man, is honest. You must then
feel the responsibility of being honest.

"It you wanted a garden, you could never get one if you
planted seeds a thousand times from which the embryo,
or life, had been removed. No more can you gef an honest
man out of a boy from whose heart the seed of honesty has
been removed. A boy would not allow another to cut off
his right hand; but it would be better to lose both hands
than to be digshonest. Of course you would not steal a
horse, but if you cheat at play or examination time, or take
crackers or candy from the grocer, you are not honest.
Perhaps you would not do any of these things, but if you
are not careful always to tell the truth, you are not honest,
Honest people cherish truth.

Reliability

The feeling of personal responsibiiity makes a boy de-
pendable. If when a person seadg you on an errand, or
your employer intrusts you with a certain work, or
your teacher assigns you a task, you do not piay them
falgs, you do not shirk, or leave it to some one else, then
you are dependable; and every person concerngd rests easy,
knowing that you will perform the task assizned you to
the best of your abillty., Men and boys grow less reliable
ag we near the end of time, so you should early determine
to cultivate earnestiy the habit of dependability, reliabil-
ity. Those are two sturdy words that beget confidence and
trust. Many of the furrows in the brow of parent, teacher,
and employer, have been made by having to deal with un-
reliable persons, persons upon whom they could not depend
to do good work,

We are told by one writer that * present-day civilization
ig one long gearch for reliable persons. Anything such a
man asks shall be granted; hig kind is so rare that neo
employer can afford fo let him go. He ig wanted in every
city, town, and village —in every office, shop, store, and
factory. ' The world cries out for such; he is needed, and
needed badly. It i3 not book learning young men need,
hor ingtruction about this and that, but a stiffening of the
backbone which will cause them to be loyal to a trust, to
act promptly, concentrate thelr energies; do the thing they
are expected to do.” e

One with this sense of personal responsibility becomes
an anchor to which friends, empioyers, home, and country

can tie to with confidence that the anchor wiil hold aven
under the most trying circumstances. R
Mra, F. D. CHASE.

The Dependable Boy

Tur boy who 1s bright and witty,
The boy who longs for fame,
The briiliant boy, his teacher’s Joy,
And the boy who leads each game,~—
Right cordlally I greet them,
And wish them every joy;
But the warmest part of my boy-loving heart
I give the dependable bdy.

If he says he‘ll come at seven,
Hre the clock strikes he’ll appear

At a fine, brisk’®pace, with a glowing face,
And g greeting good fo hear.

If he says he’ll mail your letter,
It wiil be mailed, don’t doubt it;

He will nof tuck it in some dark pocket,
And then forget about it!

He may be bright and witty;
He may be briliiant, too;
He may lead in the race with his manly face;
He may plan great things to do;
He may have all gifts and graces;
But ngught can make such joy
And pride in me, ag to know that he
Is a stanch, dependable boy.
~— Belected.

T R R e

THE CANNON 1S USELESS

YOUR.
TRAINING

WITHOUT AMMUNITION
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Devotional Meetings for Week Ending
August 16

Senior and Junlor

Subject: The Ohristian’'s Purpose in Life.
Blogan: * This One Thing I Do!"— Paul.
1. Opening Exerciges: Song and Prayer,
2. Bible Study.
. Symposium: The Christian’s Purpose in Life.
. Social Meeting: My Purpose in Life,
. Becretary’s Report, Including Report of Work.
Close by repeating in concert the last part of Philip-

pia.n's 3: 13,
Notes to the Leaders

Aim for Today.— Today help the young- people fo see
that success in life demands a purpose in life, and aiso
that one’s success Is proportionate to the value of his pur-
pose. Bome purpose to acquire wealth, others to become
famous in their chosen profession. They may reach their
goal, But why not have & higher aim? Wigher ideals are
possible. * Higher than the highest human thought can
reach is God's ideal for his children.” A watech i3 a suc
cess only when it fuifils the purpose of its maker; so no
person I8 pre-eminently suceessful who does not seek to
meet God’s ideal for his life. Hvery young person shoullf
make if hig all-consuming purpose to reach God’s standard
for his life,— One’s resolutlon 1s one’s propheey.”

Bible Study.~Let the one who gives the Bible study
bring out the kind of purpose to choose, the value of a
purposs, when to choose a purpose, and how to pursue it.
The following texts are good for this study:

[rgn -]

-
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1. Great Purpose of Life, Matt. 6:33; John 20: 21,
{See also Luke 19: 10; 1 John 3: 16; Matt. 20: 28.)

2. Value of a Purpose—* This one thing I do.”
3: 12-14,

3. Being True to a Chosen Purpose. Prov, 4; 25-27; 1
Cor, 7: 24; Isa. 50: 7.

4. Pursue Purpose Enthusiastically,

5. Youth the Time to Settle upon Purpose.
Eeel, 12: 1; Lam. 3: 27; 1 Tim. 4; 12-16.

Symposiwm: The Oh'ristmn’s Purpose in mee — Have sev-
eral take part in this Sympogium. The short quoiations
given in this paper may be used as bases for these talks,
The Junior superintendent will be able to adapt them to
the need of his Juniors. For an introductory talk in this
Symposium, draw material from the chapter in “ Steps to
Christ ” on “ The Work and the Life,”

Rocial Meeting: My Purpose in Life— The program to-
day allows more time than usual for a soclal meeting. Can
vou not begin thig part of your meeting with an earnest
geason of prayer?

“Why do we do ourselves this wreng, and others,
That we are not always strong,”
when through seeret and unlted prayer we may obtaln in-
finite power for living and serving.

Phil,

Col, 3: 23,
Luke 2: 49;

The Christian’s Purpose in Life
Take Time to Think It Over

TiME for thinking out a right course is just as much
needed as time for followlng that course. A little boy who,
not unlike grown follts, thoughtlessly making trouble for
other people, had been talken to task for his doings, was in
a melting mood, having been urged to think more about
what he would do, *“I wonder,” gald he, in the wisdom
of his six years, “when I am going to get time to think
about this, T guess I'Il think at breakfast time about what
T'll do in school., Then at recess I'll think about what I'll
do at home In the afternoon.” And the boy went to bed
and to gleep. In the early moraning he crept into his father's
bed, saying softly, “Father, I’ve been thinking about that,
—you know!” 'The father 4id know, He was not sur-
priged, when night came again, to find that the little boy
had had a better day. And thinking time is needed by the
man and woman and the little child alike.— Selected.

What to Make First

What is our desired haven? What is our real aim or
end in life? The voeation is but the means. Behind our
choice lies inevitably one of two ends, Self or Christ. Let
us clearly and deliberately face this Issue, Ask yourself
the guestion, “ Am I fully surrendered to Christ?” Until
then what hope of clear guidance or surety of right deci-
sion? The Master's teaching here is explicit. There is no
possibie compromise. His one coudition of discipleship is
entire self-surrender. “ Whoso forsaketh not all that he
hath eannot be my disciple.”’ . . .

To him as Magter we turn for direction as 1o the prin-
ciple from which we may find our calling--one by which
we ghall most glorify God, best serve' our feliow men and
be well pleaging In his sight. We find it in the test of his
great germon ont life, the epitome indeed of all his teaching,
“i8eek ye first the kingdom of God.”— Sherwood Eddy.

Getting Our Bearings

Let us take our bearings. What obligations rest upon
ug that would condition the cheice of a vocation? Let us
remember thati this 11fe which we call ours ig really God's
life, made anew debtor to him in every hreath that we
breathe; that as a ¥ather he has a plan for the life of
oachk child. And again we are in God's world — a lost world,
whose evangelization he hasg committed to us, and to whose
every creature we are bound by lieg more cloge than thoge
of flesh and bleod, and more eternally real than bind us
to those whom we call brother and sister ‘or father and
mother, *“ A world of sinning and suffering men, each man
my brother, calls on me for work, work, work.”

And again there is one whom we call Master, who has
bought us from bondage and made us {ree in him-— free,
yet bound to him by ties so close that we owe him every
drop of our heart’s blood, the power that'comes from every

Apulse beat, the joyous service of every moment of cur lives.
If, then, he be indeed our Master, we wiil have no plan
which shall not be well pleasing unto him.— I'bid. Y

-in the life of Thomas Collints.
‘sidered a many-sided man. e made no pretensions to that

The Wave and the Tide

“Poor foolish waves,” murmured one of the group on
the sands. *“They start so gplendidly, away out there be-
vond the breaker line, and come dashing inshore at a
great rate. To see them, one would think they were going
to do great things when they reached the shore. And then
they cur! and break, and come sneaking in over the sands
meekly and harmlessly, and back again in a trickle of roiled
water.”

Another took up the whimsical thought and carried it
on, “The tide manages things better,” he said. “It does
not make so much foam and dash and fluster about 1t, but
creeps in, inech by inch, foot by foot, slowly, steadily, re-
sistlessly, pushing farther and farther up the sands. In
an hour frem now this spot will be covered with water,
See, it is coming nearer our feet with every incoming wave.
It sets out te rise to a certain height-—and does it.”

There was a silent moment, then the thoughiful one
spoke aloud the application that was more or less vaguely
defined in the minds of all. “They are like tweo kinds of
people. Bome make more show than impression,-- do more
blustering than actual resuit-getting,— and after using up
a great deal of energy withkout accomplishing any very
great ends, fall back far more meekly than they advanced.
Others are like the rising tide; slower, perhaps quieter,
calmer in their effort, yet they do the larger task —they
reach high-water mark.— Young People.

“ This One Thing ¥

The men who have achieved the greatest resulis in this
world have been those who were actuated by some master
passion. Their souls were occupied by some ‘one thing,’
which subordinated everything else to itself. They were,
in a certain sense, men of one idea. For though their lives
may have eentalned many ideas, yet a single purpose di-
rected and animated them all. The master passion with
Sir Isaac Newtion was science. His days and nights were
given to his diagrams, kis mathematical tables, and his
telesecopes, He often stopped when half dressed in the morn-
ing, to solve some problem that was agitating his mind,
and his servant was obliged to rouse him from his reverie
in order to induce him to partake of his meals. With Jay
Gould the master passion was to make money; with Lloyd
Garrison, to secure freedom for the slave; with Theobald
Matthew and John B, Gough, to rescue their fellow men
from the dominion of gtrong drink,

Now In the very place where Newton put hig love of
gclence, and Jay Gould his love of money, and Garrison,
Goeugh, Shaftesbury, and other philanthropists put their love
for their fellow creatures, Paul put his love for his cruci-
fied Master., * 'Thig one thing I do,” he writes; “ I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesug”-- Theo. L. Cuyler,

Definiteness of Aim

In hig first ecircuit, Hugh Price Hughes decided that he
would make the galvation of souls the chief business of his
life. “1 was called upon to decide,” he says, * whether [
would follow my literary ambitiong or seek the salvation
of souls; but I had tasted a new joy, and I chose the saving
of men, It was like turning a switch on a railway., It
seemed to me only a little thing, but it sent me on the
evangelistic line, and I have been running on it ever since.”
At Madley the very worldlings said of Fletcher, “* There goes
the soul-saver.” There was the same directness of purpose
He had no desire to be con-

breadth of thought, in praise of which the cant of foday is
s0 loud. 'The keynote of his life was struck in some of his
own gentences: “ God loves Methodism much, but he loves
souls more, The solemn one thing of my life shall be to
save souls. Degire for souls swallows me up! * A scholar
and a gentleman who was among his occasional hearers said,
“All your discourses seem to be about me. None other,
that ever I hear, gets inside of me as do yours!” The
sermions preached by Thomas Coilins were always intended
to bring about immediate results. One of his favorite il-
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lustrations was, * Golng home without a prayer meeting
after the sermon is like a sportsman who has shot at the
bhirds but not stopped to bag the game.”—* Soul-Saving
Preaching.”

Price of Success

None but those who have a settled, unconquerable pur-
pose will succeed in leading men to Christ. A feeble reso-
lution will soon be overcome. Souls were never more difii-
enlt to win than now, but difficulties give way before de-
termined men. Those who think they are going to secure
great victories at small costs are greatly mistaken, 8in
Was néver more aggressive,
resources such ag it never had before, Soulsaving means
“labor” of body and brain, such as only men who are
possessed by an all-engrossing purpose will attempt.
Brainerd had such burning earnestness that he said, “1I
cared not whether or how I lived, or what hardships I
went through, 8o that I could but gain souls for Christ,
While I was aslgep I dreamed of these things, and when
I was awake the flrst thing I thought of was this great
wark.” No wonder he was successful in saving souls from
death. If we felt ag he did, we should not preach in vain.
“@Give me men of David Brainerd’s spirit,” said Wesley,
“and nothing can stand hefore them,”—“ Soul-Saving
Preaching.”

Devotional Meetings for Week Ending
August 23

Senior
Subject: Vigiting Institutions and Missionary Correspond-
ence,
Stogan. Won by One.
1. Opening Exercises: Song and Prayer.
Seripture Lesson: Morning Watch Texts for the month.
. Secretary’s Report, including Report of Work,
Talk: Visiting Institutions,
Talk: Missionary Corespondence.
Social Meeting: Reports of Missionary Volunteers.
. Close by repeating the Pledge in concert.

Junior
Subject: Home Missionaries.

Helpful Thoughi: © The Hghi that shines the farthest shines
the brightest nearest home.”

. Opening Exercises: Song and Prayer.

. Secretary’s Report, including Report of Work,

. Scripture Tesson: Repeat Pgalms 1: 1-6 in concert.
. Talk: How Ethel Served.

Taik: Her Religion.

Talk by Superintendent: Around Home,

Social Meeting: Reports of Juniors,

. Close by repeating Junior Pledge in concert.

Senior Notes

Visiting Institutions.— Have this given by one of the
members of the Christian Help and Gospel Meeting Band,
perhaps the leader, Let this talk include not only the
repart given by Miss Ada Achor, but algo a report of similar
work done in your own society and plans for this work in
the future,

Missionary Correspondence— Valuable suggestions are
given in the outline for the talk, hut ineclude also in the
talk experiences of your own band members and plans for
correspondence. Keep a list of the persons with whom you
correspond. A card index is most convenient;— arrange it
alphabetically. Record on card, literature and letters sent,
and also letters received, and interest of persomn.

. Junior Notes

Around Home.— There ig gome work that Juniors can do
in connection with the work considered in the Senior pro-
gram. Emphasize this In your talk “ Around Home,” TUsu-
ally, as our Helpful Thought suggests, the boyg and girls
who are reel missionaries in the home, sec many opportuni-
tles for helping others in the neighborhood. They can
make sorapbooks, save thelr papers, and visit hospitals in
company with older friends.

kAl R

Ry N

Visiting Institutions
THE Migsionary Volunteer Scclety in Takoma Park has
an active Christian Help Band. A number of the young
people who are members of this band go out in companies
to visit various Institutions in the city of Washington and

It has boldness, skill, and-

vicinity., In most cases these companies go out only every
other week — Sabbath afternoon usually being the time
chosen, And what an excellent way this is to gpend the
Sabbath! Many lonely heartg are cheered by these workers
as they visit the slck and discouraged ones, and leave them
magazines to read,

There are a number of hospitals that are visited regu-
larly by these companies. The workers are permitted to
go through the wards. The nurses are very kind, allowing
them to stop and visit with patients who are not too sick.
The patients often express their appreciation of these vigits
and of the literature they receive., Sometimes they give a
donation, or offering, to pay for the papers received,

Some of the young people who can play and sing visit
the homes of invalids and lonely shut-ins, cheering them
with their music and sacred songs, These visits are always
greatly appreciated, Often the sick ones wili weep tears
of joy, and sometimes join in the singing, Flowers are
talken to these sick ones, books lent, and many good deeds
done to help make their dark days brighter, Where is the
Missionary Volunteser whe could not do this work?

Two of our companies vistt the District jail regularly.
The young women visit the women’s ward, while the men
go to:*he men’s ward. The women prisoners meet in a
corrideor for thelr service. After a song service and prayer,
one of the workers gives a Bible sfudy, or talks to them.
Sometimes among these inmates are young girls, not hard-
ened in sin, who are glad for the advice and counsel which
our workers are able to give.

In the men’s wards some who have been studying the
doctrinal points of our faith, have said they believed they
weare placed there so they would have time and opporiu-
nity to study the Bible, They seem very thankful that this
message has been brought to their notice. Some of these
we hope to see take their stand for the third angel’s mes-
sage. New Testaments have been given some of these men,
and books have heen lent. I believe much good 1s being
done in this institution,

Some of our Missionary Volunteers go to the home for
blind women In the city and read to the inmates, Some
of the inmates are able to read by the touch system, but
most of them are not. All of them seem so glad when
we call on them, .and expregs their appreciation of our visits
and willingness to read to them. Some asked that we bring
them copies of favorite poems, which they endeavor to have
read to them when lonely or depressed. We have been abie,
through the Bible Training School of South Lancaster,
Mass., to secure some of our books like “ Steps to Christ”
in the raised letters, so those who are able to read have
the opportunity fo do go. A copy of the magazine in ralsed
type, published by our pecple at Brookfield, I11,, is also being
sent to this institution,

The Home for Incurables isz another institution on our
visiting list. One day we met a lady there who is unable
to move, and who guffers greatly when she is moved by the
nurse, She could searcely speak above a whisper, and said
she could noi read our papers, but geemed to appreciate
having us call on her and talk for a few minutes, When
I lefi her bedside, I thanked my heavenly Father with all
my heart for the degree of health and strength he has
given me; and if it should ever fall to my lot to have to
spend a part of my life afflicted as she is, I know I shall
be more than glad to have friends come in, bringing with
them cheer and sunshine,

Often when the patient is riot too sick, we are asked to
sit down and visit, One lady impressed me especially as
she urged that I stay with her for a while. She was in
bed, and I sat down and talked tc her until the rest of
our company were ready to leave. She gald she was so
glad our society was remembering te call on them and
bring them papers, and urged that we come agaln soon, 1
believe this is truly a good work, ahd one of which the
Master approves. We have met one or two instances whege
the papers were not wanted, but this does not dlscouraéfa
us. There ig one lady in the institution for incurables who
is unable to eal heartily of some kinds of food, We have
taken her different kinds of fruit and other dainties. This
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ghe has very much appreciated. Just now our Missionary
Volunteers are preparing a musical entertainment to be
given in the near fuiure at this institution for the benefit
of the patients.

There are other institutions being visited by cur young
people, One of these is a home for little children. Here
the workers take copies of Ousr Little Friend and the Mem-
ory Verse Cards that the children are through wlth in the
Sabhath school; and the little ones like them,

I wish to tell our fellow Missionary Voluntesrs in other
parts of the field that we are enjoying this work very
much, and are praying that some may be saved as a re-
sult of this institutional visiting. Apa E. AcHon,

Missionary Correspondence
{Suggestions for tatk)

THERE are wonderful possibilities in missionary corre-
spondence.

Comparison with 102 years ago: Then it cost 8 cents to
gsend a letter of one gheet 40 miles; 20 cenis was required
to carry a letter ¢f the same size 500 miles, and 25 cents
for mere than 500 miles., The cost for sending a twosheet
letter was twice as mueli, three sheets three times as much,
and se on. It seems almost a wonder they did neot “imit
the number of words onh a page! 10

Abeut twenty years ago the first rural mail route was
started from Clarksville, Ark, Now there are said to be
43,000 carriers, covering about a million miles a day. What
do these things mean? Isn't this a part ¢f the fulfilment
of the propheey that in the last days knowledge ghall be
inereased, and many shall run te and fro? Are we making
the use of these wonderful facilities that we should?

Busginess houses are far ahead of us in this matter. One
firm is reported, on good authority, to have gold $60,000.-
000 worth of goods in one year by mail alone,

Something has bheen done in missionary corregpondence,
but the work has barely been touched in comparison with
the pogsibilities in this work,

Results

1, The first four Sabbath keepers in Russia were the
result ¢f a tract sent from Kansas. That indicates that it
is a good plan to ineclose a tract with every letter. Tracts
can give the message in languages that we cannot speak
or write and bave not time te learn,

2, One invalid lady Is said to have raised up several
churches by correspondence., It was said that her work
was ag valuable as that of a minister.

3. A man who works in the Review and Herald office
says he is able to count more than one hundred Sabbath
keepers as the result of missionary letters he hasg written.

4, One of our missionary societies sends out fifty copies
of the Signs of the Times each week te rames of interested
persons, Four families have now (1918) been brought into
the church through the influence of these papers, and a
good follow-up correspondence ig still being carried on.

i'he Advantage of Missionary Corrvespondence

There are some advantages ip missionary correspond-
ence gver gther lines of missionary work: -

1, Distance makeg little or no difference,

3. It is very Imexpensive, takes little time and no travel,

3. Bad weather seidom hinders to any extent, except to
make the mail g¢ a little more slewly. One can sit by his
own stove and do missionary work by correspondence, when
it would be very uncomfortable walking or riding eutside.

4, Letters may be written at odd moments, angd may be
planned out almost entirely while engaged in regular work,

b. Letters will be read by persons whoe would not listen
to a talk on religioug subjects, And the letler may have
a good effect, even if no answer is ever received.-

6, If the leiter iz answered and quegtions are asked,
there is plenty of time to look up correet answers,

7. This is a line of missionary work in which every one
can engage, There i no excuse for any one who can read
- andg write, Think whal might be accomplished in one year
it every member of every church would: write only one
letter a. week!

How to Write Missionary Letters

I cannet tell you just how you should write your let-
ters, but a few general principles may help.

, What is a missionary letter? It is not necessarily a
letter written to seme one you have never seen, o 0 gome
one who is not a Sabbath keeper. Sometimes the best kind
of missionary letter is one written to a discouraged friend
or relative. No harm is likely to resull from a letter full
of sympathy and encouragement. Remember it is sasier to
love people into the truth than it is to argue them into it
Avoid arguments,

The first letter is very important. It sheuld be so
worded that the recipient will feel it either a privilege or
a duty te answer, Say “you” oftener than “I.” Business
houses make a great deal of this prineiple, and it is worthy
of careful thought. This is tact.

Did you ever think of sending a missionary telegram, or
night letter? Think for a moment what a profound im-
pression it wonld make upon some wayward young person,
who had pérhaps never before received a telegram. By care-
ful condensation, a person could express a number of
thoughts and suggest several texts for special study, and
still keep within the fifty-word limit. Give this careful,
thoughtful consideration. It is worthy of a trial.

Don't say that you eannot write letters, There is a
saying among shorthand writers, especially reporters, that
it iz easier t¢ read a poorly written outline than it is to
read a blank space. Now, I believe it ig eagier for tne Lord
to bless a poorly written letter than it is for him fo bless
an absolutely perfect letter that you are planning to write
sgmatime, but never gel domne. It is right to think before
you write, and I hope you will think, and’ think, and
THINE,— but please don’t think teo long without acting.
Action that is sixty per cent perfect is worth far more than
mere theory that is one hundred per cent perfect.

Doubtless many of you are having papers mailed to
individuals. Be sure that a good letter is sent to every
one who receives a paper. [t will increase the value of
the paper a great deal,

Now, how many can think of at least one person to
whom you could write a missionary letter? How many?
Hands up! As I saild before, Dowr’t think too long with-
out acting! . ErresT Liovp,

. How Ethel Served

Ix the middle of the kitchen floor stecd Hthel gazing
at the sink of dishes. How she did hate dishwashing!

Such a deal of work as was done each day in the large
Farmhouse! The mother's nimble feet kept up their cease-
less tread the livelong day, There was g0 much cooking to
do for all the hungry farm hands; so mych pickling, pre-
gserving, butter making, and cleaning.

Rebecea, the elder daughter, was her mother’s faithful
ally in all her labers, To Ethel fell the wearisome task of
dishwashing. /

For four months she had been a happy visitor in a
cheerful Maine parsonage, where she had loved to read to
Aunt Caroline, and to go on errands for {fncle Charles.
They had taken delightful drives, and thers had been many
leisure hours for reading and fancywork, Janet, the kitchen
maid, washed all the dishes. Ethel had been wont to leave
the table with an air of great satisfaction, knowing it had
no claimg upen her. How she had delighted to write to
May Emerson, “ 1 have no dishes to wash now ™!

Ethel had learned to love and trust her Saviour while
away, and a new motive rnled her actions. Last night she
had retwrned to her ¢wn home with Uncle Charles and
Aunt Caro, who had come for a short visit.

No one asked her to resume her old task, but conscience
spoke plainly, and with a loek of determination, she tock
her old place, Mpther, coming in from the pantry, gave
her a grateful smile. Becky said, with a kiss, “ It i8 gooed
to have your help again, FEthel.” Uncle Charles, coming in
from the garden, stepped to give her shoulder an approving
pat. But Aunt Caro saw the firmly set lips, and knew that,
bravely as sfhe was dolng it, she hated her task.
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“«{ have some letiers to write, and then we will drive
to the offlce together,” she said.

Tred of her work, it was a luxury to sit in the old
chaise, with Aunt Caro holding the reins.

« fithel, dear, you remember wishing that you could do
gome hard thing for Jesus?”

“Yes, auntie; I should se love to do 1t, to show him
that 1 love him.”

“ell, he has given you something hard to do for him
every day.”

“What is it, Aunt Caro?’” asked HBthel in surprise,

“ Waghing dishes,” replied Aunt Caro, with a smile,

“Why, aunkle!

“Yeg, dear. It is a task not always appreciated, It is
¢ only washing dishes,” while baking and ironing are counted
hard work., But Jesus has given it to you to do for him.

* He will know it is often hard, and he will know, too, how
thoroughly and cheerfully you de it for him. Wil not
this thought help you, my dear child?” )

“Will he take it as service rendered to him? Then I
will do it with my might, auntie,” said Hihel,

And BEthel kept her word.— Christion Intelligencer.

\

Her Religion

In the early part of June a little tribe of gypeies camped
on ihe border of one of the boulevards leading from Boston
into the country. For years, long before the couniry road
wag broadened and made a great electric thoroughfare, this
game band had returned to the same spot with the regular-
ity of birdg in spring, The queen of the tribe was a woman
of gingular siatelincss and beauty.

This spring she fell i1l. Her fine, dark face took on the
waxen hue of an incurable malady, and her eyes, expres-
sive and queenly, were dulled with suifering, She finally
gent for a lady who for years had bought baskets of her
and had done her many Kindnesses,

«1 think you had better see a doctor,” said the lady.
“You need advice and care.”

The gypsy objected, but at last gave consent.

The physician examined hils new patient gravely. 8he
wag smitten with a mortal digease, and must gurely die.

“1 will take her to'my house,” said the lady.

“No,” the woman replied, with a wan smile, *“Thank
you, but I can't do it. 1 have lived all my life out of doors,
and shall die happier here than even with you, lady.”

I'rom day to day the lady visited the dying gypsy, and
the talk naturally drifted to sacred topics,

“I don’t know your religion,” said the gypsy, “hut
my religion iz very simple My mother died a Romany,
just the same; but I will die a Burton.”

“A Burton? What do you mean?” exclaimed the lady,
horrified at this new religion, of which she bad never heard.

“Why, you see, when I was a little girl, we lived near
Philadelphla. Nohody looked out for us, or cared much
for me, but a woman who was a city missicnary. Her
name was Miss Burton, Hvery Sunday she came out to
vigit me. She taught me to read the New Testament.”
The gypsy took from under her pillow a frayed, worn little
volume.

“I was taughi by her to read thig print,” she said,
“and I ean’t read any other. This ig the only book I can
really read, and I read it every day. Miss Burton fook me
te Sunday school, and gave me a penny to pui in the con-
tribution box, and brought mg hack. She told me about
Jesus, and how to love others more than myself, and that
it I followed the teaching of Jesus, T shous one day live
with him in heaven,

“One Sunday Migs Burton did not come. I was about
ten years old. She had died of overwork. And wherever
heaven is, 1 know Migs Burton will be there, and I have
tried to live so that some day I may go and meet the hest
friend I ever had. Thig has been my prayer every'vday.
is this religion of mine the same ag yours?”

The lady who told the sfory said that she broke down
then, and in reply to the naive question ‘she could only

say: * Yes, dear, my veligion is the same that Miss Burton.

taught you. I wish I had taught and lived it so well
When the time comes, I am sure that you will not only
meet your teacher, but the Great Teacher who taught her.”

We hear much about holding & mirror up to natare. It
is a favorite quotation. To reflect the beauty of the world
in a beautiful life 18 a fine art; but it is nobler to reflect
Christ to lives that know him not. That is the nablest
thing & person can do.— Youth’s Compenion.

-
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“ INGLAND expeets every man to do his duty” This was
the message Lord Nelson signaled from his flag-ship to
every person in hig fleet, That message did not mean the
game to all. It called upon each one to give his undivided
attentjon and hiz highest skill to the work be had heen
asked to do. It called the captaing te be faithful com-
manders; the marines to do their best at the guns; the
sallors to be careful in salling the vessels; and the cabin
boys to be prompt and dependable messengers.

Just as Hngland expects loyalty from her subjects, so
God 18 counting on every Misslonary Volunteer to de hig
duty. The call to each Misgionary Volunteer to do falth-

- tplly his part may have different interpretations to the in-

dividual members of your sociefy, but be assured that God
counts on each one of you being faithful to s appointed
duty. Only In this way can your society fill its place in
the world-wide movementi; only in this way can it enjoy
its highest success; and only in this way can you receive
the most benefit from it

Take time today to examine yourselves. Then lay plang
for gtronger work. Where are the weak points in your
soclety work? Study today how you can improve your
gociety work, Do you think the Master approves heartily
of your service? If not, what is wrong? Read 2 Timothy
2: 15 into your society work.

What I Have Seen and Heard in Missionary Volun-
teer Meetings — No. 1

OvuR Missionary Volunteer work has now been orgau
ized twelve years, and one who has kept in cloge touch
with it must have observed many things both interesting
and instructive. ;

One of the first things one observes critically, as a
gtranger, is the church or meeting place. One place I have
often atténded with pleasure is always scrupulously clean,
neat, and well ventilated. Another is elose and stuffy. The
floors and seats are littered with papers and fattered books
and crumhs from lunch., Chalrs are scattered in disorder
about the room, the window shades are awry, and a heavy
carpet of dust covers the woodwork. The difference in the
impressiol made on one’s gpiritual life is vary great indeed.

It is the hest kind of migsionary work te keep the house
of God in order, In some places I have visited, 1 believe
it would be good misgionary work for the young people to
get together and paing their little church outside, Then if
they would see to keeplng it clean and orderly inside, it
would greatly help In fostering a quiet, reverent spirit.

In one place the meefing was held in a schoolroom,
and the blackboards were very untidy and disflgured with
scribbling, while in still another place the walls were deco-
rated with chartg and banners long since soiled, mussy,
and ready for the fire. |

Now all these things are by no means trivial, and the
officers who are wide-awake and delermined to do their
work acceptably to God will not overlook small details.

Yirst: Everything,— floor, seats, woodwork, windows,
gongbooks, and all,— should be .clean and free from dust.
This 18 good religion. A minister once asked a young serv-
ant girl what evidence she had that she was genuinely
converted. She replied, “1 know 1t has made me different
because now 1 sweep under the rug”” Indolent, haphazardl
work is an offense to God. ‘

Second: Seais, books, and furniture should be arranged)
in a neat, orderly manner. Decorations should be fresh,
tagteful, and attractive. The ventilafion ghould have effi
cient attention. This congclentious preparation of the hous
of God will be conducive to a spirit of quiet restfulnes
and reverence, and an attitude of-cheerful expectancy.

M. M,
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