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Sabbaths with Special Qfferings During 1920

JUIY 10 it Midsummer Offering for Missions,
October ¢ ........ Offering for the Work for the Colored People,

December 18 st iirmmanen Annual Offering to Missions.

THIE B oo oo osseee e eees e eessssssssse s eesers oot Medical Day.
AUZUSE T i ettt Bdueational Day.

Regular Programs
Second Sabbath each month (except October 9 and De-
eember 11), Misslonary Reading in Interest of Missions.
Fourth Sabbath each mouth, Home Misslonary Service.

Making Distinctions

Crroues and rings of special favorites should be avoided :

in ehurek work. God owns his whole churech — his flock.
He has an impartial interest in every Individual member
of his church., Neither wealth nor intellectual talent of
a speclal few, causes him to ignore or neglect the larger
number of the fock of medium ability, spoken of in a gen-
eral term as “the common people,” who heard the Master
gladly as he taught among men. °

In Israel’s day this class favoritism showed itself, and
God signally reproved it:

“ Thus saith the Lord unto them: Behold, I, even I, will
judge between the fat catile and between the lean eattle,
Because ve have thrust with side and. with shoulder, and
pushed all the digeased with your horns, till ye have
goattered them abroad; therefore wlll I save my flock.”
« My flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and I am your
God, saith the Lord God” Kze, 34: 20-22, 31

The apostle James saw the same spirit of favoritism
creeping into the early church, and the Holy Ghogt, threugh
him, penned these words:

“If ye have respect of persons, ye ecommit gin, being
convicted by the law as transgressors.” “If thel:e come
into vour synagogue a man , . . in fine clothing, and thqre
come in also a poor man, . . . and ye have regard to him
that weareth the fine elothing, and say, Sit thou here in a
good place; and ye say to the poor man, Stand thou there,
. . . do ye not make distinetions among yourselves, and
become judges with evil thoughts? ® James 2: 9, 2-4.

God draws a distinctlon between judges and doers of the
law, ©If thou judgest, . . . thou ari not a doer of the law,
but a judge” James 4: 11, Neither officers of the church,

nor any in the congregation, have yet bheen exalted by the
Lord to the position of judge.

The Lord loves those whe are destitute, even though the
world may count them of little worth., “ Hearken, my
bheloved brathren,” James continues; “did not God chogose
them that are poor as to the world to be rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom which he promised to them that love
hmm?™” James 2: 5.

One may not always know who loves God most, There-
fore, among the things to be avoided by church officers is
that of making “ distinctions” by highly exalting some in
the mind, showing special considerations to such, while
lightly esteeming others, and perhaps greatly underesti-
matlng their real value as Heaven may csteem them. Those
who thus show partiality err, and * become judges with
evil thoughts.” Let all heed God's counsel, and not make
such distinctions, T, E. B,

Offices and Spiritnal Gifts Set in the Church — No. 2

I® the preceding article, four gifts, mentioned as the
best gifts, — Christ Jesus the Tord, love, power, and a gound
mind, -— were dwelt upon. Two characters brought to view
in the Scriptures, illasirate the gift of a sound mind in
choosing wisely., These men possessed great talents of
ability. They had wealth and were gurrounded with every
other earthly blessing.

Luke gives the account of a certain ruler who cams to
Jesus asgking, “Oood Master, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?” The Saviour asked him why he called him
good, adding, * None 1s good, save one, that is, God.”
Then Jesus told the ruler if he would enter into life, to
keep the commmandments. The man said, “ All these have
I kept from my youith uvp.” The Saviour replied: *“Yet
lackest thou ome thing: sell all thou hast, and distrib-
ute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven:
and come, follow me.” Take 18: 1§, 19, 22. And when the
young man heard this, “he was very sorrowful: for he
was very rich.”

We are told that Christ had in mind to make this young
man one of the twelve aposties, to give him the place of
Judas Iscariot, who would betray him. We hear nothing
more of this young man. He clung to his wealth and
position, the easy, self-gratifying path, and lost the great
opportunity that God designed to bestow upon him. When
we think that he might have been among those twelve
apostles whose names are ingcribed upon the walls of the
city of God forever (Rev. 21:14), we say that this man
failed to have a sound mind,

Let us turn to another character, who by his adoption
was also a ruler, standing in a position to take the throne
of the greatest kingdom of earth. Moses when he came to
years, it is gald, “refused to be called the son of Pharaok’s
daughter; . choosing rather to_ suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches
than' the treasures in° Bgypt: for-he had respect unto the
recompense of the reward,”” Heb, 11: 24.286,

Some years ago I had the pleasure of visiting the great
national museum in London. Among many interesting
things to be seen in that great musenm are the mummies
gathered from Egypt, known to be the Pharaohs, or kings
and rulers of that dynasty. As I passed by one of the
Pharaohs, all wrapped and dried up as mummies are, I
said in my meditations, “Well, Moses might have been
among these once-honored kings. They are now here on
exhibit as mummies from Hgypt, but he refused to accept
the opportunity of heing a king of Hgypt and Iying here
with those who were once honored rulers.”” Where is

1




2 ‘ THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Moses? An! he is in the kingdom of God.  Moses had the
‘privilége of visiting the earth In hig glorified form, and
ministering unto Chrigt just before he was to pass the
great and final test.

This experience of standing before these once-honored
rulers led me to open my blessed Bible where the Saviour
says, “ What is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole
world, and lose himself, or ba cast away?” One should
read the whole connection of this statement in Luke 9; 25-31,
to appreciate the value of the gift of a sound mind in mak-
ing decisions. What ruin! what distress! what suffering
hags come upon individuals, familles, nations, and the
whole world bhecause men have lacked s sound mind!

“God hath set some in the church, first apostles, second-
arily prophets, thirdly feachers, after that miracles, then
gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”
1 Cor. 12: 28.

it hag previously been poinfed out that the greatest gifts
could be shared by all. However, God has set in the church
certain gifts for certain purposes, which he has not given
to all, but has divided these * to every man severally as he
will,” Versge 11. These are, first, apostles; secondly, prophets;
thirdly, teachers; then follow a number of gifts, — miracles,
pastars, helpers: governments, ete. All these gifts are es-
sential to a perfect church, but not all are designed to be
limited to any one person in the church. Some have in-
quired, Who are apostles today? Do we have apostles, or
were they limited to the early Christian church?

All are aware that Christ chose fwelve apostles to be
associated with him, bui they are not the only apostles
that are brought to view in the Scriptures, There are
many others who were apostles, Paul and Barnabas were
aposties, Acts 13: 24, The primary meaning of “apostle ”
is, one sent forth as a special messenger of God. This
mesgenger possessed more or legs authority in the churceh of
Christ, We find those associated with the apostle Paul
who could properly be called apostles. In 2 Corinthians 8: 23
Titus is spoken of as a companion in labor and a messenger
of the churehes. The apostie says he was hils own son in
the gospel. His work was to get in order the things wanting,
and to ordain elders in every city. Titus 1: 4, 5.

Again, we find that Epapbroditus ecould properly be
called an apostle, Some of these apostles, take Paul as an
example, possessed many of the gifts. He was not only
an apostle, but he was a prophet and a helper; an evangelist
and a pastor, for he had the care of many churches upon
him. The apostle Paul did not consgider the smallest dutles
of a Christian ag beneath him, nor Qdid he congider the
high offiee that he filled, which was as high as could be
given any man in the church, as placing him above doing
the humblest duties. This did not place him in a position
where bis dignity or his influence was lessened in any way
by performing the most menijal service that i proper for
aniy soul to do in econnection with the chureh or the work
of God, See Christ’s example. John 13! 1-17.

It is a false conception that leads men to feel that their
dignity or honor ig helittled in doing the most ecommon
things of life. An apostle is called to do administrative
work in directing the cvangelization of the world, This,
I understand, is oune of the duties devolving upon an
apostle, Who shall say that men in our day, and in the
days past, who have hazarded their lives by land and by
sea to extend the gospel of Christ, and who have pioneered
the way as messengers of God, are not apostles? It is
such men that God has called to supervise his work in all
ages of the ehurch. R. A, UNDERWOOD,

Qollege View, Nebr,

The Church Elder and the Home Missionary Work

Tue prime prerequisite fér suceess in any Christian en-
deavor is conseeration: closely allled with this must be
earnestness and a burden for souls. The three go hand
in 'hand, working harmoniously together for the accom-
plighment of the same end, the salvation of souls.

The following ls from “ Gospel Workers,” page 143:

“ There is need of greater earnestness. Time is fast.
passing, and men willing to work as Christ worked are
needed. It is not enough to live a quiet, prayertul -life..
Medltation alone will not satisfy the need of the world.
Religion is not to be a subjective Influence in our lives.
We are to be wide-awake, energetie, earnest Christians, filled
with a desire to give others the truth,”

Having leaders possessed with these qualifications, the.
church can be assured of success and results in ity home
missionary activities, It was Ruskin who said, “Wark is.
only well done when it 18 done with a will,”

The church leader, whether he be the ¢lder or the pastor,.
should be firgt of all a leader, a leader in svery activity of
the church. The thought is expressed in Goldsmith’s de--
geription of the preacher in Thp Degerted Village:™

“Thusg to relieve the wretched was his pride
And e’en hig failingg leanad to virtue’s side;
But in his duty prompt at every call,

He watched and wept, he prayed and felt for all;
And, as a bird each fond endearment tries

To tempt 1tz new-fledged offspring to the skies,
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay,
Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way.”

‘Whatever he asks of his people he should be willing to-
do’ himself, whether it be soliciting funds for the Harvest
Ingathering, or house-to-house work with Present Truth
series, or in giving of hiz owh means, or Bible study and
prayer. Whatever activity 1t may be, the leader should
lead. 'The most powerful argument in favor of home mis-
gionary activities, and that which clinches a talk on home
missionary work, is for the speaker to say, “Come on;
who will go with me?” There will then be a rallying of
forces,

It is too much, I presume, to expeet every member to
take an active part in every activity of the church. There-
are members in every church who do enter inte all these
activities, and they are the ones we always depend upon.
With some it is impossible to take part in every andeavor;
but whatever the situation, plans and methods of work
should be devlsed sc Llhat every member can take part
in at least one home missionary activity. There is work for
all; and the leader who leads, finds a place for every one,

-The elder who forgets the young people in his plans is
not only neglecting a duty, but 1s Keeping idle some of hig
very best material. The following quotations from the

- spirit of prophecy are very much to the point:

* Minigters of the gospel shounld form a-happy acquaint
ance with the youth of their congregations, Many are re-
Inetant to do this, but their neglect is a sin in lhe sight of -
heaven.,” “Why should not labor for the youth in our
borders be regarded as missionary work of the highest
kind?” “Very much has been lost to the cause of truth:
by laclk of attention to the spiritual needs of the young.”
— “Gospel Workers,” p.. 207, E

“Wihth such an army of workers as our youth, rlghtly
trained, might furnish, how soon the message of a cruecified,
rigan, and spon-coming Savijour might be carried to the-
whole world!” — “ Education,” p, 271

Why not then enlist the service of the young people in
our churches, and plan an outlet in right channels for their
overflowing energies? 'When the youth arve rightly ap--
proached, and their confidence won, they will give a ready
regponse to calls for service and will foliow the elder or
pastor wherever he leads,

BEnlisting the aetivities of every member of the church
both young and 0ld, means much planning and work on the-
part of the leader; but God will bless such efforts, and the
result will be reflected in ihe lives of others.

When the life of the leader is overflowing with consecra-
Lion, earnestness, and a burden for souls, and thoughtful
planning is brought into his work, the result is sure — his
efforts will be crowned with suceess. There ig a proverb
which says, “ Work is our business, its success ls God’s.”
When the conditions are fulfiiled, the T.ord makes success:

sure, “Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he-

ghall gtand before kings; he shali not stand before mean: .

men,”’ W. A. NeLsow.
Trenton, N, .
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Bome Missionary Bepartment

BIBLE EVANGELISM

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath

Home Missionary Service
{To be held June 26)

Oreving Sowg: Hymns and Tunes, No. 1201; Christ in
Song, No. 395,

Seripture Reading: John 17; 1.21.

Prayer. {Two minutes following prayer to gather reports.)

ong: Christ in Song, No. 561,

Study: Commissioned for Beryice.
part.)

Reading: Holding Forth the Word,

Poem: “ 0O Speed the Work!”

Special Mugic: “Lend a Hand.”

Talk by Leader: Who Can Do Bible Work?

Organize a Bible Workers’ Band.

Collection.

Closing Song: Christ in Song, No. 604,

Benediction,

(A number may take

Note to the Leaders-

This meeting may be made very interesting to old and,
young, ag the theme can be presented In a variety of ways.
Plan to give the children and young people a part in the
service. See Review and Herold of March 18, 1920 (No, 12),
tor article entitled * Barty Experiences in the Bible Work,”
which gives interesting facts. Experiences by thase who are
doing Bible work in your vicinity will be very helpful. It
. may also be well to have a demonstration of how to conduct

. a Bible reading. The subject chosen for this sample Bible
reading should be such ag to create an interest if strangers
are pregent. It ig earnestly hoped that every church which
does not have a Bible workers’ band will not let this Sab-
bath pass by until such a band is organized, and definite
plans laid for promoting this feature of our missionary work.
The * Instruction for Bibje Classes ™ and “ Eight Rules for
Preparation of Bible Readings” (see Church Officers’ Ga-
zette 'for July 1919) will be of help in training the
workers, For more specific instruction, communicate with
yvour conference Home Missionary secretary.

Commissioned for Service?!

Question. — What was God’s purpose In the organization
of the church?

Answer, —“ The church of Christ has been organized on
sarth for missionary purposes.”’ — “An dAppeal fo Our
Churches,” p. 28.

Ques, — Therefore, what is the church to be?

Ans. —“ Hyery church should be 4 training schoal for
Christian workers.,” —* The Ministry of Healing,” p. 149,

Ques. — What preparation ig needed by the members?

Ans.—“ Its members should be faught hoew to give
Bible readings, . . . how best to belp the poor and te care
for the sick, how to work for the unconverted.,” — Ibid.

Ques. — How many are to do Bible work?

Ans.— “ Many workers are to act their part, doing house-
to-house work, and giving Bible readings in familles.”
“ Among the members of our churches there should be

. maore house-to-house labor, in giving Bible readings and
digtributing literature.” -— * Testimmonies for the Church,”
Vol IX, pp. 141, 127,

Ques, — Is this work 10 be done in the cities alone?

Ans. — “In many States there are sgtilements of indus-
trious, wellto-do farmers, who have never had the truth
for thiz time. Such places should be worked. Let our lay
members take up thig line of service, By lending or selling
books, by distributing papers, and by holding Bible readings,
our lay members could do much in their own neighbor-
hoods.” — Id., p. §5.

Ques. — What will be the experience of those who faith-
fully do their part in giving the message?

Ans. — “ Ail who consecrate body, soul, and gpirit to his
service will be consglantly receiving a new endowment of
physical, mental, and spiritual power. The inexhaustible
supplies of heaven are at their command. Christ gives
them the breath of his own Spirit, the life of hig own life.
The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies to work in
mind and heart. Through the grace given us we may
achieve victories that because of our own erroneous and
preconceived opinlons, our defects of character, our gmall-
ness of faith, have seemed impossible,” - * The Ministry of
Heoling,’ p. 159. , o

1We gre indebted to Elder J. Adams Stevens, Home Miszionary secre-
tary of the Pacific Union Conference, for furnishing most of the ma-
terial for the Fourth Sabbath Service and the weckly miszismary
meetings this month. )

Holding Forth the Word

“Hr saith unto them, Foliow me, and I will make you
fishers of men.” Matt, 4: 18, The invitation was extended:
to Christ's disciples —not alone those addressed that day
on the shore “of Galilee, but to all his disciples until the.
saving grace of God should be no longer offered sinful men.

Note that wonderful promige, “I will make you fishers
of men.” That meant much in the cage of Peter, Jamesg,
and John, It means much to his disciples of today. Amaos
R. Wells remarksg, “ The Christian that is not making other
Christians is as much a contradiction in terms as a fire
that ig not heating, or a flame that gives no light.”

“Just to prove that it is possible for us to be sure of-
success, Jesus gives us the vision of his own gracious min-
istry, and then sends out into the work men like Matthew,.
a collector of customs, and of the opposite extreme, a man
like Peter, who was a profane fisherman; and both of them
became equally successful in the art of man-fishing; so that.
one can readily see that it is not a guestion of natural
gifts, but rather a question of absolute yielding to him whe.
stands ready to equip us with power and skill for this most
wonderful work,”

Thomas Boston hag said:

“What an honorable thing it is to be fishers of men!
How great an honor shouldst thou esteem it, to be a catcher-
of souls! We are workers logether with God, says the
apostle. If 'God has ever so honored thee, O that thon.
knewest it, that thou mightest bless his holy name, that
ever made such a poor fool as thee te be coworker with
him, God has owned thee to do good to those wbo were
before caught. O my goul, bless thou the Lord, Lord, what
am [, or what is my father’s bouse, that thou hast brought
me to this? ”

Before Peter could teach others, he must himself learn
the way of salvation. “ When thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren,” said Jesus that night when Peter fell so gure-
of his strength, And when Peniecost came, with its fulness
of the Saviour's power, men “ took knowledge of them, that
they had been with Jesus” And therein lay the one great
gsecret of their power — they had been with Jesus. As with
the disciples of old, so must we, first of all, have a personal
knowledge of salvation through Jesus Christ. The next
step toward success 1g implicit obedience to the things God
requires. And then there will follow the same wonderful
results as attended the work of the disciples after the
ascengion of the Lord,

“To us today, as verily as to the first disciples, the.
promise of the 8pirit belongs. God will today endow men
and women with power from above, as he endowed those .
who on the day of Pentecost heard the word of salvation.
At this very hour hig Spirlt and his grace are for all who
need them and will take him at his word,” — * Testimonics
for the Church,” Vol, VIII, p. 20.

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost came as a
fulfilment of the Saviour’s promise: “ I will pray the Father,
and he shall give yvou another Comforter, that he may abide
with you forever; even the Spirit of truth.” John 14: 16, 17,
And the Comforier was promised to enable the believers
to accomplish the work they had been given to do. “Ye-
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.” Acts 1: 8 They were baplized with
the Holy Spirit for service.

The work of God is swifily closing, Wonderful progress
is being made everywhere. ‘Surely this is but the bhegin-
ning of the great movement that will enlist every believer
in goulwinning work, and will not énd till probation’s
last hour is ended. . ;

+ “The great work of the gospel is not to close with less

manifestation of the power of God than marked itg open-
ing, The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring-

“of the former rain at the opening of the gespel, are again to

be fulfilled in the latier rain at its close. . . , Servants of

God, with their faces lighted up and shining with hely.
consecration, will hasten from place to place t¢ proclaim the-
message from heaven, By thousands of voices, all over the-
earth, the warning will be given,” —*The. Great Coniro-.
versy,” pp, 611, 612,
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The .plan includes every consecratod man, woman, and
child, “ 8o vast is the field, so comprehensive the degign,

" that every sanctified heart will be pressed into service as an’

instrument of divine power.” * Every church sghould seek
for a revival of the missionary spirit,”” And every believer
" should pray, as did that litile girl in the days.of the Weish
revival, “Lord, send us a revival, but begin with me.”

The call to service is sounding in the ears of avery he-
liever. The time for labor is &oon to pass, and souls for
whom Christ died are*still unwarned, unsaved., Yea, our
own salvation depends upon our attitude to this great soul-
winning movement. The following incident illusirates our
need of a live experience in working for others:

“Two men were overtaken by a terrible blizzard, one
cold, wintry day, on a Western plain, Erelong the awful
iruth dawned upon them that they were lost and freezing
.to death. One of the men finally said to the other, ‘I can
go no farther. I will sit down here, You go on, and inform
“my family concerning my fate” Ilis companion became
aroused, and refused to leave him, He pushed him, and
urged him to struggle on hopefully, "When he could go
no farther, he lifted him onto his shoulders and carried
him, making desperate endeavors to find a shelter, Ilg
finally succesded in reaching a cabin, where protection and
fthe comforis of a warm home greeted them, It then dawned
upon the man who had persisted in going on, that the
pfforts he had made to save his companion had been the
meansg of saving himself from the chill of death.”?

When Jesus went away, he committed the work of the
gospel to his followers. He gave to “every man his work,”
and for every one there is a place and a work, And re-
member, it was mnot the one with the five talents who
failed of the reward when the Master returned. Neither
was it the one with the two talents. The one with the least
number of talents, the lsast responsibility, failed. Even
though it may seem to us that our talent is too small to
be of any use to the Lord, be assured that God will verily
multiply that talent as he did the five. Not all are to do
the same work, but all are t0 do what they can.

God’s people are colming into line. Shall we not, today,
give ourselves to the Lord anew for service wherever and
whenever he may call? The darkness of the world's last
hours is here. * Darknmess shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people” Isa. 60: 2. Jesus, the light of the
world, hath permitted to shine in cur hearts the light of the
knowledge of his truth for this hour. “¥Ye are all the
children of light™ 1 Thess. 5: 5. The servant of the Lord
saw hundreds and thounsands going from door te door, from
home to home, opening before the people the word of God.
May It not be that each of you who are here today was in-
cluded in that company, and will go forth with God’s loval
gervants to speedily finish the work? -

The Master commands: “Qo!” ILet ug heed the call.

J. ADpAMS STEVENS.

Who Can Do Bible Work?

THrs question was discussed at & recent convention of
Home Missionary secretaries and church officers, and the
emphatic decision was to the effect that while church elders
and deacons and deaconesses should always be prepared to
give a comprebensive Bihle study, it might also be reagon-
ahly expected that any one who could teach a SBabbath school
¢lags could give a satisfactory Bible readins.

It ig true that the Sahbath school does afford an ex-
eelient training for those who would give Bible studies, and
all should gladly avail themselves of this opportunity to
give and receive help. But a candid consideration of the
question leads to the conclusion that any one who has heen
called of God, has seen the truth in its beauty and con-
nectedness, and hag separated from erroneous positlons to
affiliste with the remnant people of God and stand upon
the platform of truth,
whys and wherefores of his decision,

- There is nothing more convincing than personal experi-
ence, and there is not a Seventh-day Adventist bejlever who

is capable of telling another the -

cannot give a simple Bible reading with convicting power,
if he is willing to he a humble vessel for the Master's use.
It is true that the Bibie worker ghould cultivate tact, and
be disereet in word and deed, and should continually study
to show himself “approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed.” But the prevailing tendency
to look upon the Bible work as something beyond the lay
members is a mistake. The spirit of prophecy i very
definit® in instruction that the lay members should take up
Bible work in the homes of neighhors and friends,

“ By holding Bible readings, our lay members could do
much in their own neighhorhoods. Fllled with iove for
souls, they could proclaim the message with such power
that many wonld be converted.” — “ Testimonies for the
Church,” Vol. IX, p. 35.

“Bible truth must he preached and practised,

There are hundreds of God’s servants who must respond to
this eall, and take the fleld as earnest, soui-saving work-
ers. . . . Many workers are to act their part, doing house-
to-house work, and giving Bible readings in families, They
are to show their growth in grace by submission to the will
of Christ. Thus they will gain a rich experience, As in
faith they receive, believe, and ohey Christ’s word, the
efficiency of the Holy S8pirit will be seen in their life-
work,” ~— Id., pp. 140, 141.

Do not let Satan bind you with the cords of excuse—
“I am not eapahle,” “ I do not know my Bihle well enough,”
¢TI cannet talk on Bible subjects”” Such excuses reveal the
need of self-discipline which every child of God receives
under the direction of the Holy Spirit. Join the Bible
workers’ band, study, pray, and make a beginning, and as
the result of your efforts develops a situation requiring
workmen of longer experience, God will provide the help
for the emergency, and you will have done your part.
The folléwing is an experience whick should he many times
duplicated. Why not make it yours?

“One lady who felt a burden for her neighbors thought
she would spend an hour each week distributing Present
Truth in a systematic way, so she hegan with No. 1. On her
third visit to one house she was asked a question on a
certain Bihle subject, which she feared she eould not answer
properly at the time, so she told the lady she would come
the next day and study the suhject with her. She went
home and with the help of ‘Bible Readings,’ prepared a
study on the subjeet.

“ As question after question was asked her, she continued
to give Bible readings, always studying the subject herself
hefore angwering the question. In a few months the neigh-
bor was converted, and is now keeping all the command.-
ments of God.”

O Speed the Work! ,
(John 9:4)

O sreEb the work of gathering souls,
For night is coming on, —
A night in which no man can work;
A night of awiul gloom;
A night with not one ray of light
Ta guide the wanderer home, ,
For mercy’s wing is folded then, .
And sealed the book of doom,

Then speed, O speed the work of love;
The warning must be given,

And all must help send forth the eall
‘Who hope to rest in heaven;

For none can rest in that blest home
‘Whose brows have never here

Been molstened by a toll for souls,
Or furrowed hy that care,

Then let us toil and let us pray.
The shining mansiong wait;
The Master longs to call ug home,
And close each pearly gate;
But honest souls are still unwarned,
And we must speed the call,
Or share the fate of those distressed
On whom his wrath shall fall.
— Selected.
— e e e e

“mae church that would have an ingatherlng of souls
ought to train her membership in the work of soui-
winning.”

P——— [
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SUGGESTIONS FOR MISSIONARY
MEETINGS

First Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer; Reading of Mintutes.

Secd Thought: “Torrd. =what wilt thou have me to do?
. . . Arise, and go.” Acts 9:6.

Reading: Laymen in Evangelism,

Verbal Reports.

Closing Song.

Note to lhe Leaders

Emphagize the gignificance and importance of the laymen's
evangelistic movement which is sweeping through the coun-
try. All denomlnations are weighted with the burden of
this movement, and as a resuit the Interdenominational
Church Movement, with headquarters in New York City,
has suddenly sprung into a mighty organization, with power
to advance or to hinder the work of the third angel’s mesgage.
We can safely leave the outcome in God’s hands, but it
hehooves every one of our members to he diligent and faith-

-ful as a lay evangelist now, for the time may come when
“whosoever killeth wyoun will think that he doeth .God
service,” ,

Laymen in Evangelism
!

“Trerr have been three notahle periods in the history
of the extension of the Christian religiom — the time of the
martyrg, the time of the monks, and the time of the Meth-
odists. In each of thege periods religion spread phenome-
nally. The significance of each of these for our present
purpose is that each of lhem was an era of lay activity.
The Christian church was begun hy laymen; the apostles

were all laymen., It has ever since owed its best growth
to the co-operation of laymen. . . .

“'The ideal plan for the extending of God's kingdom is not
through one evangelist, or even omne pastor, —it Iz by the
united effort of the membership associated with a conse-
crated pastor. An aroused church membership will give us
a redeemed continent. It i8 the common soldier who fights

“the world’s batfles, and.victory or defeat turns upon the
man hehind the guns. ) ‘ '

“1f our laymen are to win, they must put themselves in
touch with the principles of personal service. 'The world
must be won by man. ‘fhe personal touch is always the
touch of power. Come nearer, come nearer to the needy
heart if thou wouldst bless and heal! You recall the com-

- plaint of the Roman soldier as he took his.broad sword
to enter his first contest: ‘'The sword is too short’ °If
you add a step to it, said the Roeman mother, ‘it will be
long enough,” and history records that 4 Rome shortened
her sword she extended her empire.” — “ Pgstoral and Per-
sonal BEvengelism,” pp. 7874,

“f'he commission given to the disciples ig given also to

" us. Today, as then, a crucified and risen Savicur iz to be
uplifted hefore those who are without God and without
hope in the world. 'The Lord calls for pastors, teachers,
and evangellsts. From door to door Ris servants are fo pro-
claim the message of salvation” — © Testimonies for the
Church,” Vol. VIIT, pp. 15, 16. .

el R e

Second Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer (meption special cases);
Minutes.

Seed Thought:
Matt. 28: 19, 20

Reading: Ordered Forward.

Reading: How Much Is a Man Better Than z Sheep?

Experiences.

Closing Song.

“@Qo, . ... and, lo, I am with you.”

Note to the Leaders

The Lord sent fortll the helievers in the eariy daysg of the
church, not hecause they were perfect, for they made mis-
takes, but that they might he made perfect, e said,
“Go,” and “ Lo 'The helievers were sorrowful at the
thoyght of his golng away until they caught the inspiration
of how he was to be with them In their ministry; and then
they showed thelr love for him by faithful witnessing and
doing the work which he left for them to do. And it was
while they were thus engaged that the power of the Holy
Spirit came upon them. Activity in Christian service is
the shortest route to the outpouring of the Spirit for any
one,

Ordered Forward

THE battle line is far fung today In the last campaign for
righteousness hefore the fiat goes forth, “Ii is done”™
“ (od and Christ and the heavenly angels are working with
intense activity to hold in check the fierceness of Satan’s
wrath, that God’s plans may not be thwarted, God lives and
reigns., He is conducting the affairs of the universe. Let
his soldiers move forward to victory. Let there be perfect
unity in their ranks.
gates, As a mighty Conqueror, the Lord will work for them,
Let the gospel message ring through our churches, summon-
ing them to universal aection,”— “ Festimonies for the
Chureh,” Vol. VII, p. 14 And let all heed the call now.

“ It was this little word ‘go” that flled every seat at the
feast, - 'This ig the word that sent the liberaied demoniae
back to his home to publish the tidings of Christ. 'This is
the word that scattered the disciples abroad after the Sa-
viour'’s home-going, with no ambition save to teil the story
of redeeming love, . . . Some of ug are spelling It l.o-ok.
We turn our eyes toward the perishing multitudes, we gaze
until the tears start, and we cry, ‘I am so sorry for them!
I wish they might be saved!” But that does not save them,
Some of us spell it w-r-it-e. We sit by our desk In a com-
fortable chair and pen beautifully worded invitations, and
speed them off by special messenger; but the lost ones press
on toward their doom. Sometimes we spell it gi-ve We
convinee ourselves that every obligation has been fulfilled
when we have laid onr meager offering upon the holy altar,

Let them press the batile to the
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‘Bometimes we spell it s-e-n.d. We will do our part of the
‘work by proxy. It is not perfectly convenlent for us to go,
‘therefore we will send another to take our place, Let us
understand ones anéd for all that 6-0 spells gos” —
-sion for Men.”

“God calls upon overy church member to enter his

‘sarvice., Truth that is not Zved, that is not imparted o
others, loses its Mfe-giving power, lts healing virtue.” -—
¥ Testimonies for the Church,” Yol. VIII, p. 47,

. 8hall not this moment mark the beginning of & new ek
perience in our service for the Saviour, a personal endeaver
to win some soul for Christ this year?

How Much Is a Man Better Than & Sheep?

Turs gtory illustrates implicit obedisnce; faithfulness in
gervice, It hag been told many times, but gold shines better
for being often rubbed, It is a story of 2 Scotch collie
Thers clings to ‘the' story the misty smell of the heath-
eovered highlands of old Scotland, and the imagination ean
picture a quaint shepherd’s cote nestled in the shelter of
the hills.

The shepherd had brought his sheep back to the foid for
the night, and his practiged eye revealed the absence of two
of his flock. Yes, two were missing; and he knew which
two, for those Scotch shepherds are keen to know their

+ floeck. Much surprised, he called his collie from her kennel,
. where already she had cuddled down .with her puppies

! she hesitated.

: the pleading appeal In her eyes.
*commanded, “ Away by, and get the sheep,” and away she

after 2 tedious day on the heather.

Questioningly she turned her brown eyes up to his face.
“Two are missing,” he gaid, holding up two flngers. * Away
by, Collie, and get them!” Wearied by the toil of the day,
“You wouldn't send me out again tonight?
it’s been & long day. I'm so tired — not again tonight? ¥ was
But again the ghepherd

went in the dark.
About midnight a scratching at the door aroused him,

Collie had brought home one of the sheep. Carefuliy the
. shepherd attended to its needs, and it was placed in the
" fold,

Once more he went to the kennel, and Collle was
‘called from her warm bed. How piteous was the appeal
in her eyes as she looked up Into hig face: * Not again, to-
.night! Haven'’t I been faithful? I'm so tired —not aggin!”
But he said, “ Away by, and get the sheep.” And out she
went.

Sometime in the early morning hours —two or three
‘0'elock, he heard the scratching at the door again. The
sheep was there, badly torm, true, but the falthful dog had
brought it home. Been down in a guliy, probably, and it
‘had been a sore task to help it home, but there 1t was, and
she zave a big wag of her tired tail, as if to say, “ There
it i, T've done as you badé me—it’s back.”

After spending some time caring for the injured sheep
and placing it where-it would havé a chance to recover ftg
strength, the shepherd bethought himself of {he.dog. How
sensitive she was to praise or slight, he well Knew, and he
would pat her head and speak a kindly word hefore lying
down again. IHe stooped at the kennel door, reached his
hand to where she lay, but started back in alarm. The
effort had been too great for the faithful dog, and the
i)uppies were tugeing at her lifeless body. She had given
her life for the sheep.

That was only a dog. We are men and women, saved to
serve. We are not sent to save sheep, but men. And how
much, then, is a man hetter than a sheep! And our Master
commands, “ Go, . and, lo, I am with you.? — Adapted
from “ Quiet Talks on Service.’

Third Week
Opening Bxercige: Song; Prayer; Minutes,
- Seed Thought: “I Must Work the Works of Him That
Went Me! John 9: 4,
 Reading: When Satan Called a Commlittee Meeting,
' "Verbal Reports and Hxperiences.
losing Song.

“ Pag- .
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Note to the Leaders

The allegorical sketch of Satan’s attitude toward mission-

ary activities may make a lasting impression on soms in-
dividuais and inspire them to greater activity in faithful
service, See that it is presenied in a serious and earnest
spirit, and emphasize the practical lesson implied.

“ When Satan Called a Committee Meeting ”

It came to pasg aboui eighieen hundred years after the
twelve apostles had heen placed in their silent tombs, that as
the time for the second coming of Christ drew near, Satan
gent out a call to each of the imps of hig chief commlitiee.
The call was for a special session of that busy body.

When the stated time for the commiites meeting arrived,
all the imps were present. BSatan, the chairman, seemed: to
be deeply concerned over something, and in fact looked go
sober and gloomy that his commitiee knew some of his
plang must be proving a faflure. In a hoarse voice he
hegan to speak:

“T am very Sorry to have heen compelled to call you
from your important work, for I know that of all imps you
are the mogt busy, but I have an important matter to
which I wish to eall your attention.”

All the imps ehanged their position and leaned forward to
learn what was troubling their chairman. After a pause
he continued: X

“Many times in the past I have called you together fo
consider questions, and your counsel and advice at this
meeting Is of greater importance than any matter we have
ever considered before. It has kept me awake nights; in
fact, has troubled me exceedingly for several years; and as
there are at present no signs that it will soon cease, 1
decided to discusg the matter with you.

“What T want to know is, How shall we hinder the real

© Beventh-day Adventist Church from making further growth

and development? The fa.ctions\ need not trouble us; it is
the real Beventh-day Adventists that I want to hinder.
How shall we do that? That is what I called this meeting
to discuss.”

“Then listen to me,” said Mr, Do- uothing, “ I’lI tell you
how it can be done. I’ll do all that has been mentioned by
all of you fellow committee imps and muchk more toe, and do
it all in one streke. Not many of the chureh members will
be very much concerned over what I shall do beeause of the
way in which I'l1 do it.
to take it easy; I'll get them to think that Home Missionary
work is of no importance; and, furthermore, I’'ll get them
to thinlk that it is wrong to report what little work they
may éhance to do.

“Tf I can keep the Home Missionary spirit out of the
church, then the members will not be too bugy to ligten to
my temptations; and it will be an easy matter to get them
to find fault* with each other and with the church officers
and the conference officers; thus I can hring in division
among them. Soon they will lose courage in the * message,’
and begin to grow careless about keeping the Sabbath and
about paying tithe; then they will not attend the midweek
prayer meeting., If I can keep the Home Missionary spirlt
out of the church, the Sabbath school and prayer meeting
wiil be only an uninteresting form. Then many will drop
out of the church. That will discourage the ministers
quicker than anything elge,

“Qutgiders will see that Seventh-day Adventist members
are wrangling among t]iem‘selves, and that will keep them
from joining the church. The church will not be in a
cotidition to supply the working foree with ministers, Bihle
workers, nurses, colporteurs, or magazine workers, hence
the converts to the ‘truth’ will be very few in number.

“When I get the church memberg to do these things,
there is nothing I ean’t de; then you, my fellow imps, will
have a splendid chance to come into the church and creats
intemperance, love of style, fove for worldly gain, love of

1 Condehsed from Flder 8, A. Ruskjer's tract, which can be furnished
through tract societies at 2 cents a copy.

T will get all the church members,

<
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pleasure; and you Mr, Nursea-grouch will be busier than
you have been gince the days of Cain, :

-4 My, Chairman and my fellow committee memberg, you
will agree with me that we don’t have any chance at all of
accomplishing anything In a church of which &ll the mem-
bera are wide-awake Home Misgionary workers; because if
all the members are workers, the church is a real live

vgpiritaal power., The Sabbath school is so interesting that
all the members attend regularly and are on time, bringing
large offerings. Then the prayer meeting and soclal service
- well, they are so filled with the mighty Spirit of God that
‘even our beloved Chairman does not feel comfortable within
geveral miles of the pilace. If the peopie put their hearts
mto the ‘message’ they will put their money into it too,
and the offerings for Home Missionary workk and Foreign
Missions will increase apnually, Members will pay 2 faith-
fu] tithe and prosper in every way. The church will furnisb
# large army of recruits for work in the homeland ag well
#as in foreign fields, Thelr pubjishers will have to operats
day and night in order to fill the demands for magazines,
books, tracts, ete.
“While the members are actively engaged in Home Mis-
gionary work, they will groew strong in the ‘truth’ and 1t
will be hard for us to get bhold of them. T1i prove, O

" Lacifer, that if I can stop the Home Missionary work in

the Seventh-day Adventist churches and get the memberk
to do nothing, our problems are solved.”

“ All honor to Mr. Do-nothing!” eried Satan. “ Thou shalt
be held in high esteem by all the imps in my whole kingdom,
and shalt sit on the throne at my right hand. What do the
rest of the committee say?”

“Let it bhe known that Mr. Do-nothing is the wisest of

" all imps,” was the reply. »

Satan continued, “You must act guckly, for the other
imps cannot do much in the churches until you have ac-
complished vour work.”

“ Hello, here's Mr, Messenger,” cried Mr. Do-nothing,

“ What message do you bring?” demanded Satan.

“I’ve come to tell you somo news,” began Mr., Messenger,
“The Seventh-day Adventist Church has just declded to

¢ Breatly strengthen the Home Missionary Department, The
leaders are urging every member to become a worker for
Christ.,”

“Let all the imps of hell join me in cursing the Fome
Missionary work,” shrieked Lucifer, and then econtinued
in his loudest tone: “Up! 8peed away, Mr. Do-nothing!
Let all the imps in the realm help you keep Seventh-day
Adventigts from doing Home Missionary work; for in that
way only can we hold our ground. Our kingdom is at
stake! If all Seventh-day Adventist ehurch members be-
come workers for Christ, then ‘this gospel! of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world foer a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.”

The eche of Satan’s voice bad hardly died away before he
added: “ After fighting Christianity for six thousand years,
I am eonvinced that ihe law of fajthful service is one of
the surest ways of prospering Christianity.”

Fourth Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer; Report by Church
Missionary Secrelary.

Seripture Iesson: Ps, 51 12, 13,

An Experience Symposiam,

Plans and Announcement for the Sabbath Service.

Closing Song: Christ in Song, No, 863,

Note to the Leaders

Plan to bave some good live experiesices to relate, and
encourage all Lo take part in the symposium, There are
always those who are reticent ahout telling of thelr own
experiences, feeling that what they have done is too smali
to be mentioned. But it will be an encouragement to them,
and to others to exchange experiences, and te feel that
each iz & part of the great mis*ionary mev-~e*. Remember
also the instruction: “Let the missionary meeting De turned
to account In feaching the people how fo do missionary
work” — An Appeal, p. 1. “HEvery church should be a
tralning schoel for Christian workers.” —* Tle M. mistry of
Healing,” p. 149.

 his power, hls wisdom, his holiness, his love.

Joy and Strength
{Ps. 51:12, 13}

Every Christian worker may with confidence pray, as did
David, * Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and up-
hold me with thy iree spirit!” Belng eguipped with this
jo¥, and strengthened and upheld by the Heoly Spirit, the
unfailing result will be: “ Then will I teach transgressors
thy way; and sinners shaili be converted unte thee.”

The conversion of souls is the ultimate object of all mis-
gionary activity. Let us not be content with mechanical
effort In cireulating iliterature or gathering funds, but as
ambassadors for Christ, beseech men to be reconcited to God.

Fifth Week

Opening Exerciges: Song; Season of Prayer; Reporis of
Wark Done; (Consideration of Special Needs.

Seripture Lesson: Isaiah's Vision, Isa. 6: 1-8.

Reading: A Rejected Paper.

Pians for renewing clubs of periodicals,

Closing Song.

Note to the Leadery

At this time of the year many six months’ subscriptions to
periodicals expire, and it is well to investigate this matter
and renew, If possible increase the clubs, Is your public
Iibrary supplied with the Signs of {he Times, and the Liberty
ang Watchman magazines? - This is an avenue of communi-
cation with the public which is very impertant, and which
shouid receive faithful attention in every community.

Tsaial’s Viston
tIsa. 6:1-8)

“T saw the Lord.”” Sometime and somewhere there must
enter into every call to service, exactly as it entered into
Isaiab’s call to service, a vision of the Lord. If you wiii
study the story of the several impulses that moved the
men of the Bible to work for the salvatlon of g lost world,
you wilj find in each case some vision of God: his majesty,
And in the
times after the Seripture, in the lives of those who “ rose up
and followed on,” there will be surely found among the many
motives that impelled them, a vision of Jesus Christ, dying
for men, or rigen, or commanding or inviting or displaying
his great self-sacrificing devotion to the work of saving the

- world that God so loved.

It is our duty to serve, and therefore it is our duty to
gain a vision of Chrigt. But it is not necessary for us to
wait passively for it to come; we should go to meet it.
For it is the Saviour's promise to show himself to those
who seek him, and there is no record of any who failed in
ihe guest, Therefore we also may see the Lord, — Selected.

A Rejected Paper

Tae librarian at a certain publie library received reg-
ularly a copy of one of our publications, but having no in-
terest in the paper, he threw the coples on the dust heap
uncpened. Soon the papers were picked up by a man whose
heart God touched with a spirit of irquiry; he became in-
terested, and watched for the papers as they were thrown
out regularly., It was not long until this man accepted the

“truth, and he wag soon joined by his five children and

three daughters-indaw and {wo sons-in-law, — making
eleven souls who aceepted the truth as the result of some
one’s’ mailing a paper regulariy.

SBurely this is a rich reward for such effort, and should
enedurage others to persevere in this branch of missiorary
work., Tt is another demonstration of the promise to those
who ¢ast their “Dbread upon the waters,” that they shall
“find it after many days.”

Literature placed in the hands of librarians of public
Iibraries usually finds a more cordial reception than is
apparent in this ease, but the truth-filled messenger did its
work well for the one who received it, “Let ng not he
weary in well-doing: for in due seasen we shall reap, if
we faipt mnot.” Gal. 619, ‘

ettt e

“We arve found to seek, saved te serve, and won to win,”



Missionary Colunteer
Bepartment

Devotional Meetings for June 5

Senior
Topie: Tms Do in Remembrance of Me” —-Jesus.

JHelpful Thought: The “ soul will recelve spiritual strength
from every commiunion. The service forms a living
connection by which the bellever is bound up with
Christ, and thus bound up with the Father” — Mrs.
F. G. White,

. Opening Exercises.

. Scripture Lesson: John 13: 1-35.

Talk: “In Remembrance of Me”
Talk: “Lest We Forget.”
. Reeitation: *“ No Time for Jesus”

. Consecration Service.
. Close with a season of prayer.

Juuior

Topic: A Man Who Lost His Temper.

Helpful Thoughi: © He that is slow to anger is belter than
the mighly ; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that
taketh a city.” Prov. 16:38.

Song Service.

. Sentence Prayers,

. Becrctary’s Report, and Reports of Worlk,

Bible Study: Patience.

Superintendent’s Talk: A Man Who Lost His Temper.

Reading: ' Befter Than the Mighty.”

. Recitation: Lost.

. Bocial Meeting,

. Close by repeating Pledge.

Seunior Notes

Aim for Today. — Perhaps there are nonhe in your society,
but here and ‘there are youung people who without good
reason absent themselves from the church ordinance we are
considering today. This ought not to be; and for teday let
it bs our chief aim to magnify the Lord’s Supper in the
ayves of our young peopls. To particlpate in the Lords
Supper is one of the sacred privileges that come to ug asg
Christians, *If ye know thege things, happy are ye if ye do
them.” We cannot deprive ourselves of this privilege with-
out spiritual loss. Somehow, he who partales of the Lord's
Supper in an earnest spirit of seif-examination, finds it a
doorway to closer communion with the Master, and it gives
him clearer discernment between right and wrong, as weil
as more strength for resisting the enemy of souis, 'We
cannot fuily expiain why this is true. As in many other
mafters, we must “tagte and see that the Lord is good.”

 Opening Exercises.— Have a good song service. Sing

several good stirring sonhgs portraying the Saviour’s love
ahd sacrifice, ete. Tollow this with an earnest season of
prayer. Then have the secretary’s report.

i8ociety Work.— Ask each band leader to report briefly
on the band work done during May and on the plans for
June, Perhaps the plang for June were announced the last
mectlng in May, but they may need emphasizing. Rvery
band leader shouid remember that he who iz failing to
prepare for successiul hand work, is preparing to fail, 'This
we must not do, for we are here on business for our King.

Taik: % In Remembrance of Me. »__ Have thlg given by an
edynest young Christian. TFor helps see “The Desire of
Ages” chapter 72,

Wonsecration Service. — It would be interesting to prepare
a list of questions to distribuie among the young people for
answering at thig time. Here are a few suggestive ones:
Wihat 1s the purpose of the Lord’s Supper? How does it
compare with the Passover? When was the Lord’s Supper
ingtituted? Why wag the Lord’s Supper not a blessing
to; Judas? ‘Whom ig the Christian to examine on such oc-
cagions? How may one obtain the greatest benefit from
participating in the Lord’s Supper? What should this ordi-
nance mean to the Christian? What do I virtually gay if
1 abgent myself unnecesgarily from it?

Junior Notes

Aim, for Today.— What an important subject we have
before us today! And so practical. Help the boys and
girls to see today that he who learns to rule his spir¥ is
greater than .the greatest generai in the worlid who has
not learned this all-important lesson.

Buperintendent’'s Talk: “ A Man Who Losi His Temper.”
— For heips see “Patriarchs and Prophets,’ pages 414-421.
Burely this story should give every Junior courage to strive
for wvictory over hig temper.
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BSocial Meeting. — Try to bring out thoughts on why we
lose opur temper, and how we may become vlctorious. Some
one has said: “ Conguer thyself! Till thou hast done that,
thou art a slave; for it is almost as well to be in subjection
to another’s appetite as to thine own.” It might be well to
place on the hoard a drawing of a cross, another of a
crown, Then impress upon the mindg of the children that
those who are burdened with the cross of a:bad temper may’
2o to Jesus and exchange it for a crown of victory.

“ No Time for Jesus'

“No time for Jesus,” she lightly said;

“I've far too much to do;

My school and musie I ean’t neglect;
I'm taking painting, too.

Our club meety oft, and I have to go,
And to parlies, not a few —

No, not tonight, I thank you, sir;
I have too much to do.”

“ No time for Jesus,” the young man said;

“I'm secking now for fame;

To galn a place in our civil courts;
Must make myself a2 name;

And I must work to win success —
It seems the only way,

But yet I hope to seek yvour Christ,
Some more convenient day.”

“No time for Jesus,” the housewife said,

“1 will plan this tea with care,

I've guests today who have honored me-—
No time for thought or prayer.

The housewife must attend her home,
Must dust and bake and brew;

With days to sew, and calls to malke,
There's now too much to do.”

“No time to think,” sald the business man,
“Of the interests of my soul”
. Almost persuaded, he once had thought,
But sought another goal.
So earthly care and the pride of iife
Consumed his befter part; a
He heard no volce when the Saviour sald,
“My son, glve me thine heart,”

8o Jesus waits, and we hear him say,
“Why, ginner, why will ye die?

Come unto me, I will give yvou rest,
I will all your needs supply.”

O wondrous offer of matchless love!
Arise, O soul, and say:

“1 hear the cali, I surrender all,
I am thine, Q Lard, today.”
— Selected.

Bible Study

Patience

WHAT has the Bible to say comcerning patience?
T: B, last part; Luke 21; 19; James 5: 8.

What contrast is drawn between the patlent and the hasty
in apirit? Prov. 14: 29,

What is said of those who endure? James 1:12,

Why are we toid to be patient? Verse 4,

What important test of patience does the Bible mention?
James*3: 2, iast part.

What ig one characteristic of the remnant chuarch?
14: 12,

Heei.

Rev.

“ Better Than the Mighty ”

Tar retiring bell had rung in Mr, Avery’s large hoarding
school for boys, but in one of the rooms, flooded with the
light of the fuil April moon, lay four wakeful boys, engaged
in eager discussion.

“1 say, Hal,” cried Bill Massey, exultingly, “I believe I
can beat any hoy in school in running and jumping. And
just feel of thege muscles; do you think one of you could
stand up & minute, it this arm said, * Go down*?*

“I think Hal Gray could,” responded Bobh Wilson.

“7 think he'd have a tough time with me,” eried Hal.

“Well, perhaps s0,” replied Bill; “we'll fry it tomorrow.
But it’'s a great thing to be sirong. When I'm & man, I shall
enter the army and become a captain. I'il lead my company
on to hattle! We'll be like Napoleon g Old Guard. Nothing
shall giand before us.”
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“That's-all very well, but I'm going te fight in a different
field,” sald Bob Wilson, “ and perhaps I shall have just as
‘much glory., I'm determined to be wise, There shall not
be one -difficult study that I will not conguer. I'll fight
all the knotty problems: I'Il make all the sciences my
glawes; T lead the languages captive, Yes,. indeed! I
intemd to be sfrong, and to conguer, but I shall be what Mr,
Avery ealls an ‘intellcciugl glant” 1 intend that my name
ghall be one of the first in the temple of fame.”

“PBoyy,” said the childish voice of lLittle lame Jemmy
Packard, as he broke in upon their boasting, “I should
like to tell you of something else you ought to fight agaiust,
and if you econquer, you will have far greater glory than
any you hawe spoken of yei.”

“What g 1t?” said the boys, good-naturedly.

“‘Ye that is slow to anger is better than the mighty;
and he that ruleth his spirif than he that taketh a city,”
repeated Jemmy,

« Oh, you little Purilan! shut your eyes and go to sieep,”
‘eried Biil Massey,

“ No,” said Hal, “fair play. Jem has as good a right
to speak as any of us, and he shall tell us all about it,
Now, Jemmy,” continued he, laughking, “that would be the
hardest kind of fight for me; do tell us what reward we
would have, after our uwncomfortable struggle.”

“There are so many rewardg” ecried Jemmy,
hardly know where to begin.”

“0Oh, ves” said Bob Wilson, impatiently, “you've been
gick so long, yowre always thinking about these things.
All you mean now ig, that peopte, if they are good, will go to
heaven. But I waut to occupy a high place in the world,
and make my name known,”

“1 dou't think you have quite the right kind of ambition,
Bob,” sald Jemmy meekly;, “but if yon struggle all your
life for earthiy fame, 1§ will be nothing compared to the
glory given to the conguerors in this nobler battle,”

“mell ug about it,” said Hal.

“ Phese are the words of the promise,” replied Jemmy:
“ ¢ To him that overcometh [you know what kind of enemies,
bove] will I grant te sit with me in my throne, even as 1
also overcame, and am get down with my Father in his
throne;” and ‘I will confess his name before my Father, and
before hig angels.” (O Bob, isn’t that & greater throne than
any you ean reach on earth, and isn’t that a very glorlous
company to be listening when the Saviour speaks your
name?”

“Would he speak my name, my own name —Bob Wilson?

“Why, ves,” said Jemmy, with strong faith. < At least,
every one in heaven would know who you were, and that
you were the Savieur's friend.”

“ Are there any more promises?” asked Hal.

“0Oh, a great many; you-must read about them all. He
will give you ‘to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
niidst of the paradise of God.” He will give you ‘the morn-
ing star; and you ‘sghall not be hurt of the second death.
I cannot remember them all, but it's a very great reward.”

“T beleve vou are the wigest of ng all, YJemmy,” gaid Hal.
“Y know you are righl. It iz just as mother has aiways
taught me; and sometimes I do try to rule my spirit. But
I get angry so easily. When the boys provoke me, I ean't
bear to take it meekly, and, as the good people say, ‘ turn the
other cheek,’ but I want to defend myself — show them it
won’t do to plague such a boy ag I am.”

“ Trear Hal,” said Jemmy, it is very easy for such a
strong boy as you lo triumph over others, but can’t you
see how mueh nobler and grander it is to conquer oneself?”

“Yag, I do see it, and I will try. It will be hard, but
I’ll have no mercy on myself. Pray for me, Jemmy, that I
may he one of the right &ind of econduerors, for they are
better, far ‘better than the mighty *1”’ — Adapted.

“that I

If yon fail to prepare for a successful sum-
mel, you are preparing to fail during a season
that fairly bursts with rare opportunities for
missionary work.

.

Lost

WaAP? Lost your temper, did you say?
Well, dear, I wouldn’t mind it.

It isn’t euch a dreadful loss —
Pray, do not try to find 1t,

"Twas not the gentlest, sweetest oue,
As all can well remember

Who have endured its every whim
From New Year’s {1l December.

It drove the dimpies all away,
And wrinkled up your forehead,
And changed a preity, smiling face
To one— well, simply horrid.

It put to flight the cheery words,
The laughter and the singing;

And clouds upon a shining sky
It would persist in bringing.

And it is gone! Then do, my dear,
Make it your best endeavor
To quickly find a better one,
And lose it — never, never!
—- Relected.

“Lest We Forget”

Oxe by one the children had left the old home, and up
in the village cemetery the father had been resting for
almost eleven years. 8o oun this, the morning of her sixty-
fifth birthday, the mother sat all alone thinking of bygone
days and waiting for her unear-by loved ones to drop in.

Presently the pestman came with his cheery good morning,
He handed her a package and a small contribution of
letters and cards.; The first letter she opened hegan:

“DrarEsT MorHer: I’'m sending thig letter and a litile
remembrance so that they should reach you on the moraning
of your birthday. How I wish I could be with ygu then!
But when you read this, remember I love you dearly and
that I shall bhe celebrating your hirthday by thinking of
you and by writing you 2 nice long letter. I wish I ecould
write one as ong and dear and sweet ag you deserve; but—"

Something trickled down the withered cheek. Her eyes
were too dim with tears of gratitude to read farther at
that time. It was such a comfort to this lomely mother to
Iknow that those she loved so dearly, and to whom she had
given the best of her life, really cared encugh to show their
appreciation. 'There had been a ietter the day before, and
angother lay unopened in her lap. BShe knew the hand-
writing. Only one of her children had faited to send her
a birthday greeting. “0O,.if only I eoculd hope for even a
line from ' she sighed, as she thought of the wayward
child who seemed to have utterly forgotten mother and home.

Somehow today T fancy I can see the Master bending low
over that mother, and over hundreds of others whose hearis
are aching because of the forgetfuiness and negligence of
loved ones, If we could hear his words of sympathy, I
wonder if he would not say: “Yes, I know just how your
poor lonely heart aches. Down in my own heart is an
ungatisfied longing for those who profess to love me to
show forth their love in obedience to my request. I, too,
tong to be remembered by those Whom I have loved -more
than my owna life”

You and I were not present at the table the evening the
Master first said: “This do in remembrance of me.”” But
he has sent the same gentle command down fo us through
his word. We celebrate the Fourth of July. We do not
forget the signing of the Armistice, Hach Memorial Day the
whole nation turns aside to honotr her sleeping heroes. All
this is commendable, But what of the Master whoge gift
of eternal life means infinitely more fo us? Do we com-
memorate his great sacrifice that carries with it the promise
of his return? How prone we are to forget and neglect
the world’s greatest HMero, — our Savipur, cur Brother, and
our Friend, —and that, tog, after he has passed on to us
the reguest to observe the Lord’s Supper together “in re-
membrance of me.”

Do you remember tiae[story of Joseph and the chief
butler? “Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph,




. but forgat him.) We are tempted to feel o bit impatient
with the chief butler because he carelessly forgot the
reasonable request made by Jogeph., For two years he
forgot Jomeph, All was well with'him. But then came
Pharaoh’s strange dream, The king was troubled. The
atmoszphere in the palace must have been heavy with gloom.

- Then the chief butler came to hmself. “1 do remember

. my fanlts this day,” he 2aid, as he presented himself to the

. king. With his confession, came a change, Joseph was
delivered. The builer's heart, too, must have been lighter;
and brighter rays of hope fllled the palace with sunshine.

Perhaps you and I have been as forgetful and neglectful
of our Saviour’s request ag the chief butler was of Joseph’s.
If =0, we too may change things, ifin true repentance we
will say with him: “I do remember my faults this day,”
and firmly resolve never again to negleet the obzervance of

. the Master's great memorial, If we do this, we shall find

, the Lord’s Supper a gateway into the deeper joys of the

* Christian, and the seeret of greater power for service, We
do not mean to be unappreciative of this great memorial,
I am =ure; but often it seems nonessential and one from
which we derive no pergonal benefit, so we say: “Oh, today is
quarterly meeting, I guess I'l]l stay at home.” But although

" we may not understand why this simple ordinance can
mean s¢ much fo the Christian, let us remember to do
“ whatsoever He saith unto” ug, and some day we shall
understand, for spiritual things “ are spiritually discerned.”

The Allied nations may some day erect a memorial to

" commemorate the Great World War and its vietories,

- “Should sxch a thing come o pass,” says a writer in the
Christian Endeavor World, “it will stand unto the end of
the world, the most-sought and most-oft-visited monument
of all to which touriste to Burope will go. Al the monu-
"ments of Waterloo and other great victories will become
insignificant in ecomparison. But the greatest memorial in
the world will still continue to be the one that Jesus in-
- gtituted of his sacrificial death and his vital, sustaining
. life, the communion of the Lord’'s Supper, which the church
.everywhere ohserves * in remembrance of me.’ ”

And how thoughtful of the Master to choose thig kind of
memorial! There are memorial buildings scattered all over
.fhe world, However, you and I have been able to visit only

“a very few of the famous ones. But our Master chose a me-
.morial with which all who love himm may become acquainted.
It is not a place that we eannot reach; it is not an intellect-
ual or gpiritual goal to which we cannot attain. Thig memo-
rial is within reach of all who enjoy Christian fellowship.

During the Greal War some of the religions journals gave
many interesting reports of the observance of the Lord’s
jSuppep among the Chriztian youth at the front, In the hour
.of darkness, the Master's gredt memorial ghone forth to
.them in its real significance. They turned to it for comfort
“and strength before going forth into the very jaws of death
in service for their country. 8o it is everywhere. This
memorial brings to the humble believers in the rugged
moeuntain distriet the same gweet benediction that it be
stows upon the larger church with morve distinguished
talents, .

. But how may we obtain the greatest hlessing from this or-
:dinance? Somehow that question reminds one of the supper
in the upper chamber, Therve is something very sad about
that initial gathering, The Master's heart was troubled,
for one of his professed followers sitting there with him was
a hypocrite, and he knew Just what it meant to poor foclish
‘Judas to nurture known sin in his heart. But I am wonder-
ing tonight, when the Master meefs with us around the
sacred festal board where we gather in remembrance of
him, whether we cause him any heartaches. Does hig
loving eye see known sin lurlking in the dark cornerg of
‘our hearts? Then he is sure to be troubled in spirit, for he
knowsg that we canunpt obtain the blessing in store for us;
he knows that if the sin is permiited to remain in our
hearts, we, too, will go out in the darkness to sell our-
gelves into the hands of the enemy by betraying our Master,

There is something sweetly human in the Master's request:

“This do in remembrance of me.”

.

But he longs to be re-
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membered most of all because he knows the dangers that
beset those who forget him. “ Write often, John,” =said
the mother as she bade her boy good-by. It was not a
selfish request. She knew that his letters would help to
anchor him to home and home ideals, and help to safe-
guard him against the temptations around him. Just so
the Lord’s sacrificial memorial is given to draw us closer to
him. We need to observe it lest we forget the sinfulness
of sin. And as we meet together, we need to examine our-
gelves individually by the help of the Holy Spirit, lest we
forget the dark corners in our hearts and fail to let the
Magter have full possession. Young friends, we neced to
participate in the Lord’s Supper, lest we forget him who
has said, “ This do in remembrance of me.” M. I

Devotional Meetings for June 12
) Benior '

Topic: A Man Who Couldn't Give Up the World.

Helpful Thought: “ What i8 o man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his ocwn soul?™ Mail.
16: 28, }

. Song Service and Prayer,

Bible Study: Worldlinese.

. Secretary’s Report, including Report of Work,
Talle: A Man Who Couldn’t Give Up the World,
Talk: Dangers of Clinging to This World,
HByercise: Who Bids? See Insiructor for June 1.
Taik: * Halt!”

. Consecration Service: Life's Center,

. Close by repeating the Pledge in concert.

Junior

Topic: A Man Who Loved the. World More Than God.
Helpful Thoughi: “ Love not the world, neither the things
that gre in the world” I John 2:15.

1, Song Service and Sentence Prayers.

2. Seripture Lesson: Matthew 19: 16-23,

3. Secretary’s Report.

4. Superintendent’s Talk: A Man Who Couldn't Give Up
the World. :

5. Talk: “ Halt!”

6. Recitation: Life’s Voyage.

7. Consecration Service,

8. Close by repeating the Helpful Thought together.

Notes to the Leaders

Our aim today ig threefold: To help our young people to
desire something better than what the world offers; to help
them really to uuderstand what worldliness is; and to show
them the way to victory over the world. Try to help every
young person preseit fo see the things of life in their true
values. If all of us can only get that viewpoint, we will
strive to flee from all worldliness, Then let ug help all to
gee that * worldliness is putting anything but God in the
first place in our lives.” And, finally, that if’ we make it
our first and deepest desire to pleaee God in all that we do,
worldliness cannot gain entrance into our lives.

PP T e

A Maen Who Couldn’t Glve Up the World, — For helps in.

preparing this talk, both in the Senior and the Junior pre-
gram, see “The Desire of Ages” chapter 57, and * Testl-
monies for the Church,” Volume I, pages 170-178. In the
Senior program use alsc the article in this paper on “Jesus’
Care for a Rich Young Man.” Let the perdon giving this
talk, place on the board the cartoon *“ Conversion Changes
the Center,” and use it in the talk.

Oonsecration Service, — Let every one say something
today for the Master. *“8Speak a gude word for Chrigt” if
you are his volunteer, Around which center is your life
revolving today? Whether you and I cling to worldliness

depends upon the center around whieh our lives revolve.'

Let us guard the center zealously and see that the right
Master holds sway,
. Special Junior Note

Have the Secripiure Lesson read by a Junior. TFor tho
SBuperintendent’s Tolk, see the general notes above, If it
seems best, the artiele,  Jesus’ Care for a Rieh Young Man,”
may be given as g talk by one of the Juniors. Be sure to
have the recitation, *“ Life’'s Voyage,” given by an older
Junior who can put proper expregsion into #, If it is not
well given, the Juniors will not get the lesson i contains.

Worldliness is putting anything but God in the
first place in our lives.
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Bible Study
Worldliness

WHAT feeling are we to hold toward the world? 1 John
. 2115,

Why are we not o love the world? Verse 16,

What is the end of worldliness? Verse 17.

How can we overcome the world? 1 John 4: 4.

How do you account for the seeming success of world-
lings? Verge b.

How are we to uge the world? 1 Cor. T: 31.

What is the secret of unworldliness? Col. 3: 2,

How are we to live in the world? Titus 2: 12,

How do we offend God if we lové the worid? James 4: 4.

“What is the great question concerning woridiiness? Matt,
16: 26. .

Conversion Cranees Tre* CenTeR |

Danger of Clinging to This Woxld -

" TumRE are many of the youth in our chur ches who I fear
have not wholly broken with sin Their hoid Upon thelr
Bavigur is very slight. The love’ of chess wnrldly amus@»
ments, and unsanctified assncmtes, the rea,dmg 6t novels
and other vicicus literaiure, haVe weﬂ.ned the heart from
God. The time of secret prayer is foi'gotten and the word
of God iies upon the table neglectéd aﬁd‘unstudled Ag you
read this, ]:u:mestl},r ask yourseif Wheiher ynu are of this
-«class, and, like the young lawyer who came to Jesus, fesl
unwilling to give up all for Christ. Does the thought of
parting with the things of this world make' your heart sad?

You are not wholly bad, of course, yet im’ your heart
you are clinging to some forbldden thing, going perhaps
where you must bid your Sakur gondby atSthe door.
“The thing may not seem to you very bad.’ 9%t 18 o1ly a
tiny sin, But beware! A man tells of being' 1" the office
.of the Southern Pacific Raliroad where he wag shown Huge
blocks of wood from the big trees of California, and meas-
urements of trees thirty-five feet in diameter and of amaz-
ing height. Then he wag shown the seeds of these mornsters
-of the forest; they were smailer than lettuce seed. So it
is with sin. An evil imagipation, an unholy® ambition
harbored, an impure thought uncontrolled, may lead us fo
an end beyond the power of tongue to describe,

Sin has a disfiguring touch. Unless you put it from you,
it will gquench the light in your eyes, drive laughter
from your heart, steal the bloom of beauly from your
«cheek, and break your heart with sorrow and remorse,

Thig story is told of the famous painting, ‘‘The Last
‘Supper,” by Leonardo da Vinci: The artist wanted a
maode] for' the face of the Saviour. He gaid, “To gst
‘the face I musf find a man of pure life” His attention
was at last directed to a young man ginging In a church
-ehoir., His name wag Pietro Bandinelli, He is said to have
possessed a countenance of unusual freshness and beauty,
‘Pietro Bandinelli sat for the moedel of Christ.

Years passed and the painting was unfinished. The
-artist had skeiched on the canvas the eleven faithful dis-
‘elples. But he was searching for a model for Judas.
The artist said, “I must find a man whose face sin has
‘hardened, and whose heart is wicked,” He finally found a
_wretched, ragged beggar in the streets of Rome, with the
wtamp of crime and villainy on his face, He induced him to
: sit as a model for the betrayer of the Saviour, When he was
dismigsing him, the artist asked his name. ¥e was startled
and overwhelmed when the man from whose face the beauty
and freshness had fied, looked up and said, “1I a.m Pietrg
Bandinelli.

-cerning eternal life had a desire for it.

' the end of the thousand years.

My dear young people, living, as you kunow, in the hour
of judgment, in the shadow of a world catastrophe, near the
time when every earthly thing ig to come to an end, can
yvou afford to cling to some sin when it will transform and
debauch you as it did Pietro Bandinelli?

The thought that you can break with sin at any time,
after you have sown some * wild oats’” iz a fable. You
may, but the chances are against you. Each day you are
approaching a cataract. The eddying waters are running
more 8wiftly, and you may not have the gtrength to turn
back.

I have somewhere read that near the coast of Norway
there is an unusual whirlpool called Maelstrom, sigpifying
the navel, or center, of the sea., 'The whirlpool extends
some thirteen miles In circumference. In the midst stands
a rock against which the waves have washed with inde-
scribable power and fury for centuries. 'This pool swallows
up ali that comes within its borders. No skill of the
mariner nor gtrength of helm can effect an escape. Once
in, the ship goes round and round the eddying pool. The
circle grows narrower and narrvower until at last the rock
is reached, and the vessei disappears forever,

This is a forceful figure of ¢in. There are many stranded

-wrecks before us as & warning, They did not expeet, of

course, to be lost, but the pleasures of gin for s season
charmed them, and finally, stupefied and subdued by this
deceitful thing, they made shipwreck of conscience, of
reputation,- and; worst of ali, of character,

The young man who came to the Saviour to ask con-
But he was not
willing to pay the price, So far as we can judge from the
record, he will , be found among the lost, will be with the
wicked when led by Satan fo surround the ecity of God at
He wili witness the corona-
tion of the Saviour, and see something of the beauties, of
the celestial city and the joy of those Who are saved. .He
wil] realize then what a terrible price he paid for a little
of the pleasure of this world, which in a few brief years
will come to an end.

Let us not make the mistake he made, but Surrender
ali now, Let us not seek to serve God and mammon, but
facé toward the city of God, and lay hold with both hands on
eternal life, G B, THOMPSON.

(23 Ha]t! "
“Yes, I am going,” said Clarice; “'I do believe that much
is settled; such a time a3 we have had at our house!”
“Your father ‘doesn’t want you to go, does he?” agked
Clarice’s friend, GQertrude Eliison, who had joined her at

“the church gate,

“ Oh, papa doesn’t want me out of his sight, you Enow,
if he can help it. But of course he sees What an obpor-
tunity it is, an excellent school, and all kinds of advan-
tages, besides the ehance to study music under Mr. Barnett
Sullivan; it would be truly foolish for me to ist such op-
portanities slip.” Clarice was really gquoting from her
Aunt Clarice, but she did not realize it. "

“ When are you going?”” asked Gertrude:

“ Dear Me! We bhaven't got so far as that yet; we must,
though, right away; the next term of school w111 open in
a few weeks.” -

“Well,” said Gertrude, speaking in a slow, Erave tone,
“all I've got to say is that if I had a father like yours,
and he didr't want me to do a thing, it would he & good
while before 1 did it; I'm just sure of that.”

Clarice’s pretty face ﬂushed,‘a.nd her voice wag indignant.
“What a perfectly queer thing for you to say, Gertrude
EHison! Of course I couldn’t go unless my father saild so,
no matter how much I might want to, All I meant was
that father naturally did not like to think of my being away
for so long a time; but he has agreed to it, or there would
be nothing doing, I can tell you.”

* All the same, he doesn’t went you to £0,” was Gertrude’s
firm veply. “ He toid my mother so, and she said the tears
eame into his eyes when he said it. Why —if here jsn’t
my corner! Well, good-by; I hope I'll see you a few times
before you start.”
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Left alone, Clarice walked rapidly, her eyes flaghing and
Ihef entire {ittls body fairly quivering with some suppresaed
feeling; in fact, she did not suppress it all, but there was
no ¢ne within hearing when she said aloud, “I think
Gertrude Ellison takes a good deal on herself; who asked
. her for her opinion?” .

She was on her way home from the pastor’s class, which
,met every Monday afternoon in his study. Rapidly as
Clarice was walking, Dr. Hammond overtook her, and began
at once on what he had been looking for a chance to say
;Lo her.

“Do you know, Clariee, I was earnestly hoping that you
would be one of those who would come inite the church at
pur next baptism? "

“0Oh, no!” Clarice sald quickly., “I don’t think I am oid

_jenough to join the church, Dr. Hammend.”

“Y wonder if that can be so,” he said thouzhtfully.
“ Suppose we look at it for a moment. Don’t you think you
are pld enough, not only to love your father and mother
very much, but to decide for yourself that you mean to
try each day to do just what will please them?”

“ Why — yes, of course,” Clarice said, “but that is Very

different from joining a church.”
_ ¥Do you think s0? To love the Lord Jesus Christ
gnough to follow his directions every day as closely as
one can, is really all that any church asks of its members;
but I am not trying te urge you against your will; you
hve the one who must decide for yourself what you ought
to do. I want to give you u verse to read tonight when yon
are alone in your room. It agks a question; I want you to
decide what answer you would make to thai guestion if
Jesug were agking it of you.” And Dr. Hammond handed
her a little eard that had oun if, *“1 Kings 18: 21, and
signaled a passing car.

“ 0 dear,” said Claries. “1 do wish people would let me
alone!” She feit very uncomfortable. The truth is that
for geveral weeks there had been more or lass uncomfort-
ableness in her home; indeed, ever since Aunit Clarice had
made them a hurried litle visit and unfolded and urged
her plan, there had been much talk and no little anxiety.
What Aunt Clarice wanted was to have her niece come {0
Chicago and spend a year, and attend the wonderful school
that was only a few squares from her house, and enjoy a
multitude of advantages that could not he had in the quiet
little town where ghe lived.

From the very first hour of hearing about it Clarice had
bean in a flutter of eagerness to go, but her father and
mother had been hard fo manage. For some reasph, which
the little girl told herself she could not possibly understand,
they did not seem to want her to have ail thege great ad-
vantages. How could anybody be so cruel ag to want her
to. lose such a chance? At last it wag settled, and the
bustle of preparation began., It was hard work {e think of
anything else. Clarice was 80 busy during the week that
1trwag actually Sabbath evening before she agaln thought of
the little card that the pastor had given her,

{ Dear me!” she gaid, as ghe looked around the room for
her Bihle, ‘T must look up that verse, Why, how plainly
{ can hear father's voice! Oh, they have a fire In the
furnace, and my register is open, How nice! my feet are
av{rfully cold; here is my Bible at last; T'll ecurl right down
by;the register and read the verse while I warm them.”

Clarice had found the place and begun on the verse
when she heard her father’s voice again., “There are
times when I cannot help feeling that we are wrong in
letting her go; it ig almost as if we were leading her into
temptation. My stster Clarice g very dear to me, but there
is '_no use in shutiing my ayes to the faet that she is in-
terested with all her*heart in this world only.”

“1 know,” Clarice’s mother answered; “ but the child was
g0 fully bent on going that I was afraid it would set her
agdingt everything at home to disappoint her. She has u
gtrong will; I cannot think that she will be sasily led away
from what we have tamght her”

I should think not!” murmured the little girl by the
vegiaster. Butl her father was speaking again.

1
i
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“Yes, her will i3 strong enough, In certain directions, at

least; but I have been sadly disappeinted in having her halt

50 long over the greatest question that can ever come for:
her to decide; brought up as she has been, I looked for
something different., Dr. Hammond gaid ho had expected
her to be among the first to come into the church this year.”

Clarice did not hear the lagst part of that seutence; she
was absorbed with the thought suggested by that word
“halt.” She had read Dr. Hammond's verse once already;
she reached for her Bible, and read it again:

“How long halt ye between two opinions? if the lLora
be God, follow him: bui if Baal, then follow him.”

Tid her father thing she was doing that? Ie had used
that very word; what did he mean anyway? “I am not a
heathen,” she told hergelf irritably. “And Baal was a
heathen god.” Then she caught the sound of her mother's
voice: “(larice does not think she is making any choice
that has to do with Ged.”

“No, I suppose not; put isn’t thal what it may mean
to her? Her aunt thinlks she is too young to attend the
youlg people’s meetings or to belong to the pastor's class.
Don’t yon remember how she laughed at her about being
troubled hecause she had forgotten her promise to read a
little in the Bible every day? CQClarice told me that if we
trained her In that way, she would grow old before her
time. Don’t you think cur little girl must have taken
notice of the many things ahout which we differ from her
aunt, and perhaps he even now weighing the two worlds
and choosing?”

After that it was quiet downstairs for several minutes;
tue little girl by the register was quiet also. She read her
verse again, the words seeming to take on a4 meaning that
had not been plain before. Suddenly her father spoke-
again; this time his voice trembled.

“Sometimes when I remember that it is quite possible I
may never see my little girl again, — after she has gone:
on this vigit, — I am wondering what reply I could posgsibly
make to my Lord if he should ask me why [ gave my consent
to her going right into temptation.”

And then it seemed to Clarica that her heart gave one-
great bound and stood still! What could her father mean
by those dreadful words about never seeing her agalin? She
leaned forward, and listened with straining ears to her
mother's troubled veice, “Why, Walter, you don’t ‘think —
are you worse in any way?—do you—?" Her father in-
terrupted. ‘“No, dear, not at all; I am sorry I said that
to worry you; there is nothing new; in fact, I am feeling
better in some respects; I only meant what we both under-
stand, that my call may come at any time; and I could
not help wondering if 1 was doing the very best I couid for
our little girl.”

This wa® not news to Clarice; she had known for
several yeare that her father had a serious form of heart
disease; and when it was first explained to her, she was.
very much frightened; but as the days and weeks passed,
and he seemed to her much as he had always been, gradu-
ally she forgot about it, and went on her happy way, quite
as he wighed her to do. Now it came to her with a power-
that she had never felt before. This must have been what
Gertrude Ellison meaut, and what a heartless dunecs she-
must have seemed to her! Planning, coaxing, just wild
to go away and be golle 3 whole year; and ghe might never
gee her dear, precious father again!

“T think I see myself doing It!” she said at last very
firmly. And she rose up, ahd went softly and swiftly about
her room, malting ready for bed, and feeling at least a

_year older than the little girl who had cuddled down by that

register a short time before. She had heen wonderfully
stirred by that half-hour’'s experience. It wag all true, what
ghe had heard: she had been * weighing” and “choosing ”
just as her father sald. 8he had told Dr. Hammond that
she wag tpo young to join the church; but what she had
meant was: “I don't want to join, not now. 1 don’t want to
go to the meetings; I don’t want to be in the Bible class; T
want to go to Aunt Clarice’s lovely city home, and go to
dancing school and parties and the theater, like girls that.




.ago. Clarice is an old lady now.

- her guiet smije.
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Aunt Clarice knows.” It was true, what her father said — it
would be a life of temptation for her; it had tempted her
already, even while her lips were repeating the words,
“Lead us not into temptation; ” she had been pianning to
lead herself right into it. It was ajmost an heour Ilater
when Clarice, who had been lylng quite stifl in bed, raised
herself on one elbow, turned on her light, drew her Bihle
toward her, and read that verse agaim. Then she slipped
softly to her knees, and said: “ 0O Lord Jesus, I won’t; I
won't do it any moare. I choose; I choose now, *Ifthe Lord
be God, follow him. 1 will; I will follow him ferever.”

This is a story which was lived more than sixty yvears
I saw her not long ago,
and we were talking about ¢ld times; it was then that she
told me of the night when she made her cheoice, “And I
have never for one moment regretted it,” she said with
“1 have always believed that God called
me that night, and set before me two roads, and bade me
choose. T am so glad and grateful to him for doing it, and
for giving me a father who helped me to chiooge the safe,
glad way.” — Adapted.

Jesus’ Care for a Rich Young Man

Many yeard ago, in the days of salling vessels, a young
man was on his way home from Africa, where he had
been mining gold. He had his gold sewed in a beli, which
he might wear around his walst, to be sure that his treasure
was not stolen. When almost within sighl of land a great
storm broke, and the ship was dashed on the rocks. It
was not g great distance from the shore, and the young
man, being a good swimmer, thought that he would try to
reach the land. He buckled hls belt ¢f 2old around him
and prepared to go. “Don't try to carry that heavy weight,”
a seaman advised him, “ It will sink you.” “[ can swim
with thls all right,”” said the youth. He did not want to lpse
his gold. He sprang into the water, but the weight about
his waist was too mueh for him, His strength gave out,
and he sank, to.rise no more. His gold had dragged him
down. .

Jesus saw that the young man's gold was dragging him
down, and that is why he urged him to give it up. The boy
could not see it that way, He went away sorrowful, for
he liked Jesus, but he liked his gold still more, — Selected,

Lifs's Voyage

Wuew sailing o'er the ocean,
Across the billows’ foam,
And making for the harbor
Where lies our “ home, sweet home,”
I think of anether ogean,
A deeper, broader sea,
And a dlfferent kind of harbor,
Its name — BEternity.

Will the bark that bears me onward
Land me upon that shore?

Or shall I, shipwrecked and ruined,
Perish f_orevermc)re‘?

There is One who will direct me
Through stormy days and bright,
And will bring me safe to the harbor

Of heavenly delight.

He has left a Book to gulde me,
To help me find the way, i

And my part is but to follow,
And study it each day.

But in pride I cast it from me;
I do not need & guide,

I can steer my own ship safely
Over the silver-tide.

It is midnight, dark and stormy;
The wind is blowing wild; N
And 1 am alone on life’s ocean,
A helpless, frightened echild.
Al in vain I search for a token,
A star in the Inky sky,
Or the gleam of a warning lighthouse —
Alag! no help is nigh,

" Whigre, O where is the friendly Pilot?

And where is that Book to gnide?

0, why was I ¢’er so foolish
Asg to cast guch help aside?

Ah, see! revealed by the Hghtning,
The Pilot’s form diving;

And ready and willing to save me,
He clasps his hand with mine,

My friend, do vou see the lesson
That I have sought to portray?

Do not wait till in danger, or dying,
Or lost, but ohey today.

There is One who is willing to save you,

. ‘Who loves you more than you know; -

0, will you not choose to serve him, LR

The Saviour who loves you so0?

— Alte M. Hilliard.

Devotional Meetings for June 19
Senior and Junior

Topic: The King's Pocket League.

Helpful Thought: “There never wes ¢ doy thal did not
bring its own opportunity for doing good that never
could have been done before and never con be done
egein.”’ .

. Opening Hxercises,

. Serlpture Leszon: Read responslvely Luke 8: 5- 15
Symposium. The King's Pocket League.
Reecitation: There Is Mission Work at Home,
Talk: Katie’s Pocket.

Talk: Our Qpportunities and Our Plans.
Enroiment in the King's Pocket League,

. Round Table: We Can and We Will

. Close by repeating the Pledge together.

Notes to the Leaders

The aim for today is to inoculate all with a determina-
tion o be always ready to seize the opportunities they meet
along the way. Each opportunity that comes to us is a
sglemn responsibility. It may be a balance helding in it
the eternity of & soul. The Master is counting on our
making the most of every opportunity. And if he can
count on our sincere, earnest effort, we can count on his
co-operation. If is ours to carry the seed, to sow where we
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can, and then cultivate it as we have opportunity. It is
his to give the increase,
I
We sow the seed. God gives the increase,
|

Symposium: The King’s Pocket League.— Base this on
Missionary Volunteer Series, No. 41 (revised), The revised
edition of thls leaflet came from the press early in March.
If you have not a supply, order at once. Have different
persons take up different phases of this subject. The
following are good: *“ How It Started; ” “What Tt Means
to the Volunteer; ” ‘*What Tracts Have Done;” “ What
Tracts Are Doing.” All these topics are covered in the
leafiet, It is full of excellent ilustrations.

Recitation: There I's Mission Work at Home. — This poem
will be found on page 2 of leafiet No, 41 (revised).

Talks: Our Opportunities end Our Plans. — For helps in
preparing this talk see leaflet No. 41 (revised), pages 10-15,
If this talk is nof given by the leader of the Literature and
Correspondence Band, ask him to speak briefly at this time
about gpportunities in your gwn community. If you do not
already have a supply of good leaflets on hand, arrange at
your first executive commltiee meeting to get some.

Fnrolment in King's Pockel League. —Have a guantity
of Pocket League cards on hand for this meeting. Try to
get every Christian present to join, EBvery Pocket League
member ig not a Misslonary Volunteer, but every Missionary
Volunteer should be a member of the Pocket League., Let
that be your slogan today. And as you enrcll a person,
supply him with a few soul-winning tracts to use during
the coming week.

Round Table.— This is only anothér name for what we
hope will be a really good sccial meeting on active
service for the Master., Have the following scriptures read
by different Missionary Volunteers — the timid ones who
hegitate to participate in the discussion: 2 Cor. 9:6; Ps.
126: 5, 6; Gal. 6: 9; Hcel, 11: 6 Dan, 12: 3. Let all present
eontribute something to Bound Table digcussion. Let there
be experiences in King’s Pocket League work, suggestions
for doing this work, for the best leaflets to use, ete, And
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let there be consecrations and reconsecrations to this phase
‘of soul-winning work. Shall we not ali say of this work,
We can and we will?

Special Junior Note

Perhaps vou will have a joint Senior and Junior meeting,
If 80, jet the Juniors give the dialogue, * Too Young.”
"This is provided for use in the Juhior program where the
meetings are held separately.

.

For the meeting June 19 .
. You need
M. V. Series,” No. 41 (Revised)
Some King's Pocket League Cards
A Quantity of Soul-Winning Tracts

Katie's Pocket

“Karig, do huyry! It is only a few minutes till train
time, Oh, please dom’t go back for anything, not even
your purse!” Sarah pleaded, as her .friend started back
to their room. .

_“Sarah, dear,” Katie explained on returning, “I had to
go back Lo get the fliling for my dedicated pocket.”

“Well, I am much obliged fo the kind angel who held
the train while you hunted up the ‘ filling® for that myste-
rious pocket! Where is it, and what do you fill it with,
if it isn’t all a great secret?” Sarah asked curiously.

- Promptly the handbag Katie carried was opened, and its
mysterious inner pocket displayed to Sarah’s wondering
eyes, They were now safe in the coach.

“wWell, of all girls! I do remember now a talk by
the Missionary Volunteer secretary who was here last
winter, about some kind of Pocket League, but 1 had for-
gotten all about it. I ghouldn’t think you would have much
chance to give away tracts to strangers. I never do. And
vou wouidn’t want to simply force them upon every ole
you meet,”

“Tt is wonderful, Sarah, how many chances one really
has, when one has the tracts with him, Before I began
ca}rrying them, 1 almost never saw an opportunity to give
away a paper or a tract, but now I give away one or more
every day. I love to do it, for I feel that T am doing some-
thing for Jesus.”

At the pext station the train became so crowded that the
girls invited a woman who was standing near the door to
share the seat with them. She was dressed in mourning,
and in conversation with the girls, told themr of the recent
death of her only son whoe had returned with internal
injuries from his service in France. He was all she had on
earth to live for, and since he was gone, she could find no
comfort or satisfaction in life. She felt that {f God were
loving and kind ag Christiang described him to be, her boy
must be in heaven, and she believed there was gome way of
reaching him by communication, if she only knew how.
She was on her way to consult a Spiritualist medlum to
see if by that means she could establlsh connection with
her gon in the spirit world.

Tenderly and gympathetically, Katie talked with her
about the details of her son’s death, while Sarah wondered
at Katie’'s gentle tact, and wished that she herself could
think of something to say.

Skilfully, Katie suggested that in God’s own word wad the
best comfort any sorrowful heart could find, and from a
sm%ﬂ] Bible which she always carried in her handbasg, read,

4 Clast, thy purden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain
thee Ps. 55: 22,

“tThe eternal God ig thy refuge, and underneath are the
evellasting arms’ Deut. 22: 272

“That is all right, my dear, so far as il goes, but the
only sustaining I wanl i1s the comfort of my boy, and the
Bverlasting Arms cannot eomfort me while they hold from
me ‘the only thmg I tove., Does your Boble say that we
shall see our dead again?”

“ Yes indeed, it does; but here is our statlon I am
sorry we musi leave vou, but here are some little leaflets
that you may like to read, and I hope they will help you,”

sald Katie, as she carefully selected from her mysterious
pocket the tracts, “ The Way to Christ,” “Is Man Immor-
tal? » * 8piritualism,” and * Some One Cares for Your Scul.”

After an exchange of addresses and good-hys, the girlg
left her.

“Qh, Katiet” exclaimed Sarah earnestly, “ what a wise,
thoughtful girl you are! and what a useless, foolish girl
I am! You dld that poor woman so0 much good; and here I
am, also a Christian, and yet dumb and helpless before a
need like that!”

A few weeks later, as Sarah sat studying in a corner of
the city library, she was surprised to see approaching the
1lbrarian’s desk the dark-robed woman of the train. After
a few minutes’ conversation with the girl at the desk, she
was about to leave the library, when Sarah arose and weni
to her. )

“I am so glad to have found you!” the woman exclaimed.
“ The papers your friend gave me, I read and passed on to
a friend who was leaving the city. Having your friend's
address, I intended to write for more, but discovered that
I had lost the address out of my purse. 1 came here, as I
had a few hours to wait between tralns, to see if I eculd
find anything like those papers. I want to tell you, as I
judge that you also are a Christian, that [ have found your
Saviour, and I am happier than I have been for years.”

“{ am so glad for you!” Sarah interrupted,

I did not go to the medium a8 I had planned, for I found
in these little papers just what my sad heart needed.”

“I have a few tracts right here, and I will let you tahe
them with you,” Sarah said, as she opened her handbag
and sorted out, “ The Christian's Privilege,” * Perpetuity
of the Law,” and “ The Coming of the Lord.”

“How ig it that you girls always have these good things
with you?” the grateful Woman inquired.

“We dp it for Jesus and to help others,” Sarah answered
simply.

Then on flying feet she hurried to Katle with the good
news. “And now,” she finished, “I am a member of ‘The
King’s Pocket League ’ for life.? + Inowa Hii,

[

.

Too Young

Viorer: O Daisy, vou are the very one [ have been want-
ing to ste!

Darsy: Vielet, I am glad you are wanting to see me,
but what 1s the matter?

Vioner; 1t is about the King’s Pocket League, OQur leader
has been talking to me about joining, and I told him I
would thinlt about it.

Darsy: Well, Viclet, I suppose you are going te do it

Viorer: T don't know. That is the reason I have come
to talk to you. I feel that there Is ‘ne use of my attempting
to do anything, for I am too young Now, do you not
think I am?

Daisy: Neo, T do not think so, Violet, for 1 am sure that
there are many doing suceessful work who are younger
than you are,

Vierer: I know there are many at work, but 40 you think
their work is really successful? I am pot ¢ld enough to
talk to the pecople, and I do wot believe they vead tracts
when they get them.

Darsy: I think it would be niee if you could talk to the
people, too, but why not let the tracts do the talking for
you? It ig true some people may not read them, but many
do, and you know the Lord has said concerning hig word,
“ Tt shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please,” and our fracts are full of God's word.

Viorkr: Yes, but if they do not read the tracts, what
uge ig 1t?

Darsvy: Let me tell you one incident: “1 am going to
remember to take some tracts with me when I go down
town today,” said a Misstonary Volunteer one morning. On
the elevated train, she took out one and laid it on the seat,
When she left the car, the conductor picked it up, looked
it over, and put it in his pocket. Later he gave it to the
lady with whom he boarded. She became interested in the
gubjeet of the tract, got in toueh with one of our Bible
workers, and after & series of studles, wag eolverted and
Joined the church, .

Viorer: Is that really a irue stm‘y"

Darsy: Yes, and I could tell you pothers just as en-
eouraging,
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Viotwr: Still, Daisy, I think I am too young to start yet.
I shall wait till I am a year older, and then perhaps I shall
have more courage.

Darsy: I am sure that would be a dreadful mistake,
Violet: It would be a whole year lost, and who knows what
might be done during that time? Let me tell you ansther
little story: There was once a minister who at the cloge of
his sermon noticed a man in the congregation who looked
troubled, and he had an impression to speak to him about
Jesus; bdut, as it was late, he let it pass, thinking he
would have opporiunity te do sc later. Bui before next
service an accident happened and that man was Killed, and
the opporiunity of leading the man to the Baviour had
forever gone. That minister can never forgive himself for
delaying, and, Violet, who knows how many souls may
be waiting for just the help our tracits would give, whom
you might reach now?

Viorer: Oh, Daisy, I never thoughl of that! Ii would
be dreadful if they should never hear the truih because of
my delaying., I am glad you told me that. I shall tell our
leader that I am ready to start mow. I am so glad to have
had this talk with you about it. — Adapted.

N

Devotional Meetings for June 26

Senlor and Junior

Topic: Missions Survey. . .
Helpful Thought: “ Watchman, what of the night?” Isa.
2111,

General Note.— Thig is your foreign mission rally day.
‘We hope your Missionsg Survey Committee has already pre-
pared an excellent program — one that through the special
blessing of heaven will make an irresistible appeal to every
heart to give its all for the finishing of the work., We hope
that every socciety will be blessed with a cemmiites that
will do faithful work., That is all that is needed for a
guccessful heeting today. It is probably not necessary io
supply any material for the programs teday, however you
will find in this paper two appropriate poems you may wish
to use. One is suitable fer use in the Junior meeting, and
the other in the Senigr. For songs see “ Call ta Activity,”
on page vii, and “ Missions,” on page viil, in topical index
of Christ in Song,

Aim for Today. — Notice how rapidly Matthew 24: 14 is
being fulfilled. As reports are given today shoewing how the
message is going forward by leaps and bounds, let each
Missionary Volunteer ask himself, “ Watchman, what of
the night?” Emphasize today that we are truly living in
the sunset hour. Just a little longer and this work will
be finished, “ Not by might, nor by power,” but by the Spirit
of the Lord working Lhrough his consecrated servapis. Lel
ng not fail to see two things today: First, that it iz a great
privilege indeed to work with the Magter and use our all
in the Anishing of the work; second, now is the time to
do it, for this 45 our last chance.

Our negt Missions Survey comes in September. Appoint
your committee today, Ask them to hegin at gnee to
zather material for that day. In preparing our missioh
studles, let our aim be to make each one better than the
last, like the artist who when asked which he regarded his
best picture, said: “ My next gne.”’

These suggestions are sent forth with the earnest prayer
that the Missions Survey today may bring intc your society
a deeper interest in missions than 1t has ever yel enjoyed,
and thai every yomng person 'present may respond with his

‘all for the finishing of the work.

One of Many Calls

Ludwig Krapf, in the hour of bilter hereavement when he
buried hiz young wife and little habe, wrote:

“Tall gur friends at home that there is now on ihe Bast
African coast a lonely missionary grave. This is a gign that
vou have commenced the siruggle with this part of the
world; and as the vietories of the ¢hurch are gained by
stepping over the graves of its members, You may be more
convinced that the hour s at hand when ¥you are sum-

moned to the conversion of Africa.”

= T

If the Holy Spirit is not master of all he
iz not master at all,

The Furloughed Missionary

AH! the homeland fields are bonny, and the woodlands lush
and- green,

With the whiie birch and the fir tree, and the elm, they
call their gueen.

I love them all, and know mnot which I love the Dbest;

For I'm at home on furlough, and there’s home within my
breast!

I've longed to see the straight pine on the snowy mounta.in
tops;

I've longed to see the cafion, with iis red and golden roeks,

But what I've wanted most of all was to see my mother's
face,

And to sit with her af table in my old accustomed pldcé.

And when I go to God’s house and sit among the rest,

And sing, “My Country, 'Tis of Thee,” the tides surge
in my breast;

There’s not a flag beneath the gkies so0 gloricus as our own;

There’s not a country in the world that’'s like our dear,
sweaet home,

Al, the Chinese s{reets are dirty, and the Chinese people
Queer;

But after all, they're just like us, and the Master holds
them dear,

You ask if I am going back to face the guns again?

Like the soldiers home ou furleugh, my only thought is
when!

I'm going back to the trenches {o get another shot.

I fighi beside my Captain— if I f3ll, ¥ matters not.

So I'm going back io China, and over the seas I'll fare,
My bhome i3 in the homeland, bui my heart'is over there.

~— Mary Rlliot Fiich Tooker.

i

Is there a Junior Soclety in your church?
How is it getting on since school clozed? Do
your share to malke this summer the best ever
in your Junior work. Remember, we are
planning to give our best and not our * lnt "
during the summer of 1920,

The Silver Plate

THEY passetl it along from pew to pew,
And gathered the coins, now fast, now few,
That rattled upon it; and.every time
Some eager fingers would drop a dime

On the silver plate with a silvery sound,
A boy who sat in the aisle, looked around
With a wistful look —“ 0, if only I

Had a dime to offer, how glada I'd be!”
He fumbled his pockets, but didn’t dare
T hope he would find & penny there;
And much as he searched, when all was done,
He hadn’t discovered a single one.

He had listened with wide-set, sarnest eyes,

Asg the minister, in a plainiive wise,

Had spoken of children all abroad

The weorld who had never heard of God,

Poor, pitiful pagans, who didn’t know,

When they came to die, where their souls would ge,

And wlio shricked w:th fear when tiheir mothers made

Them kneel {0 an idol god ——afraid

He might eat them up — so fierce, and wilq,

And horrid he seemed te the frightensd child.
“How different,” murmired the boy, while hisg

Lips frembled, “ how gdifferent Jesus ig!”

As the minister talked on more and more .
The boy’s heart ached to its inner core;

And the nearer to him the silver plate

Kept coming, the harder seemed his fate,
That ke hadn’t a penny (had that sufficed)

To give that the heathen might hear of Chrisi,
But all at onee, ag the silver sound

Just finkled beside him, the boy logked round.
He thought they’d expect a gift frem him
And he blushed, as his eyes hegan io swim,

Then, bravely turning as if he knew
There was nothing belter thai he counld do,
He spoke in a voice that held a fear, .
“ Put the plate on the bench, begide mé here?
And ihe plate was placed, for they thought he meant
To empty his pockets of every cent.
But he stosd up straighi, and he softly put
Right square on the midsi of the plate his foot,
And he said with a sob controlied hefore,
“1 will give myself — I have nothing moret”

— Selected,

o
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A Successful J uné

A Successful
June

A Successful
May

‘ A Successful.
April

A Successful
March

A Successful
Februnary

A Buccegsiul
Jannary

QuTrE recently, says one of the magazineg that ‘comes to
ouc office, a missionary in the Orient was offered three times
his pastoral salary to take charge of public schools. It

wag very difficult for him to support his family on his

‘slender pastoral purse.

But he had caught a glimpse of
China’s needs; e had put his hand to the plow, and he
could not turn back. “China must have the gospel though
I starve,” he said, as he declined the tempting offer.

We, too, have put our hand to the plow; are any of us
turning back? At the heglnning of the year many of us
resolved to give the Master our best, instead of our “ bit,”
during 1920. Are any of us losing sight of that aim? How
iz it now that we have reached the month that completes
the first half of the ¥ear? Does June rest upon a solid
foundation of five moniths of successful society work? As
you enter upon the sixth month, do you look back over 152
days in 1920 in which you have consclentiously givem the
Master your best instead of your *“hit”? If not, why not?
Surely our alm was none too high, Let us take stock today.
Where have we been most successful? Why? Where have
we fallen short of our alm? Why?

“ China must have the gospel though I starve.” There is
the keynote to successful service. That missionary gave
the Master's work first place in his life, and that is where
it helongs, for we are here on business for-our Master and
King. I must find time for the Morning Watch even if it
crowds out an extra nap in the morning. I must do this
bit of soul-winning work even ir it sometimes seems alimost
impossible for me to talk to persons on thls subject. The
papers must be distributed this week even if I must forego
the concert or some delightful recreation fo do it. That is
the spirit that brings success. We must have for our daily
motto:

““Others,” Lovd, yes, ‘others;’

. Let this my motto he.
i Help me to live for others,

3

That I may live like thee.”

 Back in January we laid stress on starting right. But
after stacvting right, the-next essential is to keep going
right. It is not encugh to sef ou?, we must also hold out,
if “we would reach our goal. It takes two leis to do this.
the first is fef go. The second is let God. Let go every
gelfish plan that has taken time and strength away irom
Christian service, then lef God have all there is of you for
his work. Let go the little differences that bring in friction,
and let God use in his service the energy thus wasted. In
the let go and the lef God lles our secret of a successful
June. Will we pay the price?

. As officers, examine yourselves. Have you served faith-
fully? T am not asking whether you have been supremely
suecessful In bringing the work up to a higher standard than
if has ever been before. If you have, well and good. The
work deserves your best efforts, and you can afford to give
nothing less. But may I simply ask, have you gerved the
society faithfully? The big thing in our work s faith-
fuiness. That is what we need. Have you honestly tried
to have the approval of the Master in every detall of your
work? I wonder if overy officer had, how our records for
1920 would look now? 'What would the records show had
been done in our —

Morning Watch?
+  Bible Year?
Standard of Attainmment?
Reading Courses?
Pergonal Work?
Soul-winning work with literature?
Missionary cortvespondence?
Christian help work? -

THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Is it a bit discouraging te turn the searchlight om: the:
pagt? Probably mow we see places where we might. lave:
done betisr had we really been thinking and praying.abeut:
out gociety work every day. Let us nol be discouraged.

- Let us be more firmly resolved to do better work. Let ug go.

10 work in the spirit of that earnest, unreserved consecration
that ean claim the promise in Joel 2: 25. The best wayrto,
redeem the time lost by failing to make the most of every
oppertunity, is to give God and his work first place fw.oun
lives today, Lt us do that every day in June, for a faithful
June will be a successiul June. M. E.

Will you reach the halfway mark )
in your society goal by June 267 :
I

Missionary . Volunteer Program Topics for
Third Quarter of 1920

Senior

July 3. National Day.

July 16: A Man Who Weuld Rather Die Than Sin.
July 17: The Literature and Correspondence Band.
July 24: Mid-Year Rally Pay.

July 31: Open.

August 7: Preparsed or Unprepared.

August 14: Women Whe Made Good.

Aupgust 21: €hristian Help and Gospel Meeting Band:
August 28: Men Who Made (Good.

Beptember 4: Being a Werth-While Friend,
September 11: A Man Who Trusted God.

September 18: Christlan Stewardship.

September 25: Missions Survey.

Junior
July 3:
July 10:
July 17:

National Day.

A Man Who Wonld Rather Die Than Sin.
Junior Pledge — Being Flonest,

July 24: Mid-Year Rally Day.

Jaly 31: Open,

August T7: Bducational Day.

Avgust 14 Women Who Lived for Others.

Aungust 21: Junior Pledge-— Belng Kind and Cheerful.
Auvgust 28 Men Who Lived for Others.

September 4: Being a Friend Worth While,
September 11: A Man Who Trusted God.
September 18: Christian Stewardship.

Yeptemher 25: Missions Survey.

Gather gOG.l(l materigl for thege programs,

your executive committee busy gatherimg it,
your eyes open for It
your notebooks handy,

KEEP an envelope feor each series of studies,
an envelope for hints for kand leaders.
an envelope for hints for ether officers.

an envelope for illustrations.

PP your term policy before your eyes.
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