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Chureh Officers’ General
Instruction Depactment

Sahbaths with Special Offerings During 1921

October 8 ..... Offering for the Work for the Colored People
Annual Offering for Missions

August 13 Edueational Day

Regular Frograms

Missionary Reading in Inierest of Missions every third
Sabbath each month (except December 17). First Sabbath
e¢ach month, Home Missionary Service.

The Importance of Quarterly Meeting

« Tuyen verily the first covenant had alse ordinances of
divine service.”” Heh. 9: 1

Ordinances of divine serviee are generally an outward sign
of an inward faith. Abraham received the sign of eircum-
cision, a seal of the righteousness of a faith which he hed yet
being uncircumeised. God took Abraham out of Babylon be-
eause his heart was already out of Babylon. Thus we see
that, generally speaking, ordinances of living service are
an ountward sign of an inward faith,

s it possibie for ug then to conclnde that if we know we
possess the inward faith we can dispense with the outward
sign? No, indeed. Thus to conelude would be to take the

" position that the outward slgn had nothing te do in pro-
dueing or creating the inward faith, but this ig not the cage.
Take the Sabbath for instance. God has placed spiritual
gtrength in the Sabbath, He has also placed within the
xernel of the nut elements that, when eaten, release
strength for our bodies. But we musi eat the nut kernel
to obtain its strength. Likewise it 18 impossible to make
the Sabbath yield the strength which God put into it
unlesg We use it as God ordainad.

S¢ it is with all other ordinances of divine service. The
T.0vd has put strength in them which is ours it we use them
aa e has indicated, In this way faith is built up. To
neglect these ordinances I8 to allow evil fo strengthen
within us, without obtaining that help necessary to de
stroy its growth.

To neglect the ordinances of divine service, either be-
canse we think them of 1ittle value, or hecause we believe
that we have the inward faith without their help, is o
overlook an important fact. It is to forgel thai the ordi
nances were given by divine appointment. There was pur-
pose in the divine mind when this ocutward form was com-
manded. To kneel in prayer is an outward form, but all

know that they do themselves an injury when they nezlect
the season of. prayer. Not only was there strength put inte
the Institution of prayer, which is released by obedience, but
divine favor is invited by attention and obedience to this
divine requirement.: In other words, the ordinance of
prayer is divine. To all who observe if, it becomes a saving
institution. Al the ordinances which commemorate, pre-
serve, or enforce the cross of Christ, are saving institutions.
They have been given to us by divine appointment.

Buch an institution is the guarterly meeting service.
The Lord was very positive in requesting us to phzerve
the ordinance of feel-washing. We read in John 13: 14:
“If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet;
ye alse ought to wash one anolher's feet.” Let us take this
text now and put in a substitution: “If I then, your Loxrd
and Master, have kept Sunday, ye algo ought to keep Sun-
day.,” Would any of us be in doubt ag to what would
be our duty if this verse read in the way we bave made it
read? I am sure that many who do not npw observe Sun-
day would turn immediately and begin its observance.
But the command is no less positive for the observance of
the ordinance of feel-washing, Man’s heari needs hum-
bling. It humbles any man with a heart subdued by Chris-
tian grace, to approach a brother whom he thinks has
wreonged him, or against whom he has committed wrong,
and offer to wash his feet. The ordinanee of humil-
ity is a glorious ordinance. The tendency to pride within
the human heart strengthens all too easily. Thanks be
untp God who arfranged for the divine service which checks
this all-pervading and soul-desiroying tendency.

There is one thing that Jesus has said positively that He
will not do: “I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth
of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it
new with yon in My Father’s kingdom.” Do you not see,
then, how important is the Lord’s Supper? Jesus has
gone to keaven with unlimited power and privilege, yet
there is ome thing He has not done for at least two thou-
sand years. He has not partaken of the luscious ciuster of
the grapevine. KEven when we drink of the wine at the
Lord’s Supper on earth, Jesus does not drink it in heaven.
He denfes Himself this loving fellowship that He may cou-
stantly keep Himseif in memory of the day when the dead
gball be raised and we shall all agsemble arcund the table
of the Lord in His Father's kingdom. What a glorious insti-
tution, then, is the Lord’s Supper! It points back to the
death of Christ, and points forward to the resurreciion of
the dead anhd our entiranece inip a land whose wondrous
beauty far exceeds our fondest dreams, :

But there is spmething still more startling in the neces-
sity of the observance pf the Lord’s Supper. Is it possible
that some among us today sleep in their graves, who might
still be in active service for God, because they refused to
observe this ordinance of divine service as required, or neg-
lected it enfirely? “He that eateth and drinketh un-
worthily, eateth and drinketh damnation fo himself, not
disceruing the Lor®s hody., For this cause many are weak
and sickly among you, and many sleep.” 1 Cor. 11: 29, 20,
These are God's words concerning this divinely appointed
ordinance in the days of the apestle Paul. Do we not,
then, see how unspeakably powerful is the savor of life
unto life or of death unto death, which the Lord has put
in this ordinanee of divine service? The sunlight falls on
the growing tree and makes it grow faster and strenger;
but the same rays striking the fallen tree, cause it to decay.
These ordinances of divine service in our midst shed light
upon the faithful, with blessings, growth, and strength; but
they become a stumblingblpek to the unfaithful, permitting
evil tendencies to strengthen and allowing the heart to
grow harder by repeated.resistance tp divine pleadings.

Topeka, Kans. B. G. WILKINRON.




2 THE CHURCH OFFICERS' GAZETTE

No Easy Way

Wugn teaching English in the islands of the Went Indies,
I was very often appealed to by those who were studying
under other teachers, to know if my “ method ” was different
from or better than the one they were following. And I ob-
darved that these restless seekers after different methods
were students(?) who hated study.” They wanted to learn
English, but they did not want the drudgery that goes with
the acquiring of a new language, I learned to tell them at
once that T had no hypodermic methed of introducing the
language into thelr systems, and that I could do iittle more
than guide them while they must do the work of learning.

I am often reminded of that lesson by people who seek
righteousness. There are many who want to be righteous
and are willing to take the first gteps of faith and bap-
tism: but they stop there and restiessly look about for
some method of sanctification or holiness whereby the
keep-on method may be abolished, They seem to think
there is some method God must have whereby they may
receive at one grand moment of experience, the finished
product of a consecrated life,

‘But we know of no such method of spirituai development.
Jegus pays, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross deily, and follow Me.” Luke
9:23. *“He that endureth fo the end, the same shail be
saved.” Matt, 24: 13, R. V.

There are the littie dally battles to be fought and the
victories to be won. These go into the fabric of life, making
ug overcomers at the end. When we know how {o gain
these victories, we are safe. I asked a class of boys and
girls recently how many of them really knew what it meant
to-overcome in Jesus' name. BY the answers some gave, I
was satigfied they knew the experience.

Though we look forward te confiiet, we need by no means
be: discouraged; for Jesus will be with ns every day and
in every struggle, and He will see us through to victory.
Yo:ung converts should be encouraged to learn how to trust
Christ, and fearlessly face testings and trials; for they are
sure to come to them.

Hven to old age the enemy pursues God’s true children,
I have often seen older ¢nes fiercely attacked by the enemy,
yet coming through by thé same methods all must follow,
by wholly trusting their case fo the faithful Friend of sin-
ners. Lirrian 8. CONNERLY.

« Washington, D. C.

The Bugsiness Meeting

THE church husiness meeting is an important one. It
deals with chureh interests, and the church is God’s insti-
tution upon earth to save souls, The church business meet-
ing,_ therefore, is of as much more importance than common
buginess affairs, as are spiritual things more Important
than temporal. At every business meeting, unseen repre-
sentativeg are present. Two records are kept of that which
takgs place, one by the church clerk, the other (and much
more complete), by cne whe transfers what he writes (g the
books of heaven.

“In our business meetings, it I8 lmportant that precious
time should not be consumed in debating points that are of
small consequence. The habit of petty criticism should not
be indulged, for it perplexes and confuses minds, and
shrouds in mystery the things that are most plain and sim-
ple. If there is that love ameng brethren which will 1ead
them to esteem others better than themselves, there will be
a glving up of thelr own ways and wishes to others.”—* Gos-
vel Workers,” p. 447,

There are always a few who think, when their brethren
are pulling forward, that it is thelr duty to pull hack. They
object to everything that is proposed, and make war on
svery plan that they have not themselves originated, Here
iz an opportunity [in the business meeting] for persons to
develop inordinate self-comfidence. . . . There is nothing
barder for those who possess a sirong will than to give up
their own way, and submit to the judsment of others” —
Id., pp. 446, 447,

It will greatly facilitate the conduct of the business meet-
ing for the officers to have a carefully preparsd lst of items
to be considered. The meeling i8 one of counsel. No one
mind:should seek to control all the actions, The best judg-

ment of all present should be sought, and ea(;h action made
to express the combined judgment of ell. If this is the
motive of all, even though the best expressed judgment of
one may be superseded by the revelation of something,
better as expressed by another, all will unite unanimously
in the final deciding vote, and thus perfect harmony be
maintained,

One counselor in Israel went out and hanged himseif
because his counsel was not followed by the new-ruling
king. And, too, it was God who defeated his counsel (which,
by the way, was excellent counsel for the success of this
coltspirator) at this time, to preserve the life of His beloved
gervant David,

“In our businegs connection with the work of God, and
in handling sacred things, we cannot be too careful to guard
against a spirit of irreverence; never, for an instant, should
the word of God be used deceitfully, to carry a point which
we are anxious to see succeed. Honer, integrity, and truth
must be preserved at any cost to seif. . . Levity is not
appropriate in meetings where the solemn work and word
of God are under consideration, The vrayer has heen
offered that Christ shall preside in the assembly, and im- -
part His wisdom, His grace and righteousness. Is it con-
sigtent to take a course that wiil be grievous to His Spirit
and contrary to His work?” —Id., pp. 447, 448.

Thege general principles ghould be carefully studied by

those calied upon to conduct business meetings pertaining
to the work of God. They underlie church hoard meetings,
church business meetings, as well as conference business
and committee meeotings.

“Let every one who slts {n council and committee meet
ings write in his heart the words, I am working for time
and for eternity;  and I am accountable to Ged for the mo-
tives that prompt me to action. Tet this he hizs motto.
Let the prayer of the psalmist be his prayer: ¢ Set a watch,
0 Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips. In-
cline not my heart to any evil thing.' ™ —* Testimonics,”
Vol. VII, pp. 858, 2589. T. E. B.

The Clerk

THE clark is In veality the secretary of fhe church, snd
as such should keep a faithful record of all the business
trangacted at the regular business meetings,— the transfer
of members, reception or dismissal, giving dates; and such
ather matters as are really an important part of the shurch
activities, '

A record beck has been prepared for thig purpose, and
each clerk should be provided with a copy. In this book is
a place for the list of church members, and it is the duty
of the church clerk to keep in touch with absent members,
giving ample notice of the quarter]y service or other im-
portant meetings.

The clerk should be ready to render an accurate report
of the church membership at each quarterly meeting, call-
ing attention to any one from whom no report has heen
recently received. Eifort should he made to get into com-
munication with such, After two years, in ease the mem-
ber cannot be located, .the church board would be justified
in recommending that the name be dropped. .

The clerk has no authority to place names on the church
records or to remove them without astion hy the church.
Letters transferring membhers to another church should be
mailed to the church elerk promptly, and thoss received
from other churches should be passed on to the elder at
onee,

It is the duty of the clerk fo furnish an accurate report of
the church work at the close of each quarter. Certaln items
of information are to be secured from the deacons, the
treasurer, the school hoard, and the missionary secretary,
~—guch items to he entered in the space preparsd on the
clerk’s quarterly report blank, This Mank, when fully filled
out, should be sent to the conference secretary promptly,
at the elose of the quarter,

The clerk should always respond as promptly as possihle
to every request from the conference office for information,
ag only in this way can a correct understanding he gathered
of the work, not only in the local church, but as 2 whole.

J. Apams STEVENS.

N
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Home Misgionary Department

THE FOREIGN FIELD AT HOME — A
PROBLEM OF THIRTY-THREE
MILLION OPPORTUNITIES

Suggestive Program for First Sabbath Home
Missionary Service

(To be held August 6)
Orenine Sowe: “ My Lord and 1,” Christ in Song, No. 599,
Seripture Reading: 1sa. 58: 6-11. .
Prayer.
Missionary Offering (including missionary rveporis).
Song: “Ready to Do His Will,” Christ in Song, No. 600.
Presentation of Theme: The Foreign Field at Home.
Recitation: “ The Master’s Call.” |
Plans for a larger worl. .
Cloging Song: “The Night ls Coming” Christ in Song,

No. 720, .

Benediction.

Note to the Leaders

A very small proportion of the faithful members in our
churches will have the opportunity to tell the gospel story
to men and women in distant lands; -yet the very same
regponsibility rests wpon them as upon our misgionaries
sent abroad, to spread the knowledge of the saving tI.‘\{th
for thesa last days among the people of all natiouallt_les
who, in the providence of God, have been permitted to veside
in our midst. In every Seventh-day Adventist chureh there
should be a company of workers making a speclal study of
the best methods of working for the foreigner and putting
these methods into practical application. Possibly there
is not one of our churches without a foreign enviromment
of greater or less extent, and probably there are mo settle-
ments or groups of foreign-speaking peopls in th_is country
beyond the immediate reach of believers in the third angel's
message. It is time for God's people to “arise” and
“ghine ” with the clear truth of God’s word, in behalf of
the great mass of people of varied tongues and nationalities.
We know we are lving in the days of the latter rain, and
one way in which the “gift of tongtes” is bestowed at
this time, is through the printed page in practically “every
language.” In faking our truth-filled literature t6 the homesy
of these foreign-gpeaking people, it is a satisfaction to see
the pleasure with which they accept reading matter in
their native tongue. One is reminded of the amazement
expressed hy the mixed multlitude on the day o_t Pentecost,
when they said, “How hear we avery man in our own
tongue, wherein we were born?” Acts 2: 8. .

The following instruction should be presented with special
emphasiy at thls Home Missionary service:

“The Pentecost oxperionce is to be repeated. It is God’s
purpose that men gathered here from every nation under
hesven shall hear the last message of mercy. Many will
then carry it back to their friends and neighbors. But, in
order to reach the foreigners in our cities, house-fo-house
work must be done with the periodicals and books which are
printed in thelr own language. They must hear the message
in their own tongue’”—*“ The Time and the Work,” pp.
27, 28, . .

That August 6 may mark a new era in missionary activity
for the “ stranger in our midst” is the prayer of the

Home Misg10XARY DEPARTMENT,

.

The Foreign Field at Home — Thirty-Three Million
Opportunities

Ture phase of Home Missionary work under consideration
today is one which affords opportunity to every Christian
to engage in personal service. It ig estimated that the num-
ber of foreigners in the United States, including the immij-
grant’and the children of foreign-born parentage, is around
thirty-three milllon, While seme have returned to their
native land since the close of the war, 2 muech larger num-
ber are seeking admission to our country. At the close of
1920, tha United States Commissioner General of Immigra-
tion, Anthony Camiﬁetti, who made a study of the problem
of immigration at its source in Hurope, i8 quoted by a
London correspondent as saying that approximately twenty-
five million Buropeans desired to emigrate. At the same’
time the transatlantic steamship companies told Mr. Fred-
erick A. Wallace, Commissioner of Immigration at Ellis
Island, that fifteen miliion were demanding immediate pas-
gage, Our present immigration gquarters on Eliis Island

are already 80 congested that the Government must take
special measures to meet the emergency until better plans
can be laid o provide for this cosmopolitan mass of hu-
manity,

With such a situation confronting us, it becomes a
serious problem to the church adequately to meet the re-
spousibility which is placed upon it to bring these people
into their rightful gospel heritage, while they are seeking
temporal benefit in our beloved “land of the free and the
home of the brave.” A number of years ago the statement
wag made by Mra, E. G, White: “In the cities of America
there are people of almost every language. These need the
light that God has given to His church.” In harmony with
this instructim}, special attention has been given to the
providing of Hterature in foreigh languages and the placing
of it in the hands of the foreign-speaking people. 'This
work is under the supervision of the Bureau of Home Mis-
sipns, loeated in Chicago, Ill., with Elder P, H. Brodersen
in charge. The blessing of God has rested upon this work
in a remarkable manner, Qur books, magarzines, and tracts
are now printed in ninety-six different foreign languages,
and are gladiy received by those who are sirangers in a
strange land, with little or nothing in the line of literature
which they can read in their mother tongue.

The people are here; the literature conveying to them
the third angel’s message is provided; the meed of the hour
is for the men’ and women in our churches to enter the
home-foreign field in each church community, and see that
the literature is placed with every individual. A general
lack of information regarding. the immigrant class ig no
doubt largely responsible for the apparent negleet of this
class of people in our missionary efforts. A few facts, as
gtated by Mr. William P. Shriver, in his book “ Immigrant
Forces,” may be of interest and value at this tlme., First,
let us visit Ellis Istand. The following description is typi-
cal of what we mighl see any day in the year:

“Three boats have arrived from as many ports— Glas-
gow, Rotierdam, Naples, — and the assortment is as varied
as the map of Burope. So the lines pass in all their human
medley. The faces of the young are alight with the eager-
nesy of arrival; in those of the aging (and they are few),
there i8 a confident assurance that the tast days of life
will be good, prosperous, peaceful days in the land of
promise.” !

“Why do they come?” you ask. ILet us still further ob-
serve the movements of these strangers who arrive in such
large numbers:

“Light of heart that he has passed the last and final test,
the immigrant presses on, down the flight of stalrs to the
banking-room and ticket office, where he makes hig first
transaction.in the New World and gets his money exchanged.
At the long grating he trades in the steamships company’s
order for transportation, or buys a rajlroad ticket. Again
in line, the current flows toward the great waitingroom;
a big numbered card is pinned to his epat. FElemental man
though he may have seemed to be, you have observed this,
that he has a plan and purpose toward which he presses as
swiftly as permitted. . . . Then you match your wits with
the baggage checks, as you test out your acqualntance with
the centers of industry, eventual destinations,— Fall River,
cotton goods; Paterson, silk mills; Homestead, Johnstown;
Gary, steel; Conneilsville, coke; Calumet, copper; Granite
City, agateware; Moline, plows; Kansas City, packing works;
Omaha, stockyards. And you connect up the steady current
of recent immigrant life with the great centers of manufae-
ture and mining in America.”

The Immigrant Must Find a Home

“Once arrived in thig country, the Immigrants are stran-
gers and must find a home, *They are unemployed and must
find work; they are ignorant and of great falth in the new
country and must find protection; they do not know our
language, which is essential to industrial progress:; there
are children to enter our schools and women entitled to
rights and privileges as yet unknown to them, . . .” Here ia
a whole range of interests vitai not alone to the immigrant
but to us in this country. . . . There is a wide field here
for careful investigation, sympathetic study, and well-di-
rected public effort.

* “One cannot spend any considerable time among the
immigrant and industrial communities of this country
without a sinking at the heart,” ln view of the crowded
and insanitary conditions under. which they are often
forced to live, In an investigation made by the Immigra-
tion Commissioner in the town of Whiting, seventeen miles
southeast of Chicago, it was found “ that the annual wage of
foretgn-born men in households iz $465. Thls means that

~
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.a& man and his family would be obliged to live on $1.25 a
day, with one fourth spent for remt. . . . Over three
fourths of the families accordingly had to supplement their
income in one way or another, by the earnings of the
women or children, and by keeping boarders and lodgers.”
This has brought about “the wide prevalence of the board-
ing system and the almbst entire absence of a separate or
‘independent family Yife”

Mr., Shriver now gives us a mental picture of a commbn
immlgrant boarding house, as follows:

“ Toward the close of a winter's day the alr was heavy
with dampness and smoke. It fell like a gray pall over one’s
gpirits. . . . My guide turned in at the door of a tene-
ment and led the way down a long hall 1it only by a single,
fiickering gas jet, Without the ceremany of knocking, he
pushed open & door, and we discovered ourselves In
the semidarkness of a large square room. From wall to
wall a line was stretched and the air was fetid with the
odor of dank, drying clothes. Some one gtruck a match and
lit a gas jet by the side wall, By its aid, and with the last
light of the day coming in through a single windaw, I took
gtock of this Immigrani boarding house. Six double beds
were ranged about the four sides of the room. Seaied by
the side of several of the beds slow-moving workmen were
removing their boots and changing their clothes. Ten men
lived in this single room. On the hed under the sputtering
gaslight was stretched the great and splendid frame of a
Macedonian, thp keeper of the boarding house. He groaned
with pain, and his face wore a mute sort of curse, for that
morning he had driven & pick through the tender ligaments
of hig foot, At the opposite side of the rooms there was a
movement under the blankets, when the dirty and tousled
heads of twa little girls peered fearfully above the covers;
thig sixth bed in the room helonged to them. On tks next
adjoining bed & woman was sitting. She wore a darlc apron,
and over her head a white handkerchiaf tied close down and
about her siolld face, info which was written an indescrib-
able loneliness and despair. She was the wife of the hig
Macedonian who was lying opposite groaning with pain.
She swayed her body to and fro seeking to qulet, somewhat
roughly at times, a little fretting, white, and wizened baby.
The baby was chewing at its hand desperately. It was
hungry.”

" No friend of Christ, no true American, can look on such
conditions without deep searchings of heart. Such desecrip-
tions of actual conditions might be repeated many times,
with many added details as to suffering, loneliness, and de-
spair. In the smaller cities and rural districis, as a usual
thing, the living conditions are better; but everywhere these
hard-working people are slaves to American induetry, seek-
ing in every possible way to accumulate an American fortune
with which to provide for their children and many times
for relatives in the Old World whao are in poverty, It is
not strange that these people geem regerved and unayp-
proachahie, It is not natural that they should seek the com-
panicnship of people of strange habits and customs, who
régard them with an unfriendly attitude, One who would
ailtivats their friendship, “ must show himself- friendly,”
and must demonstrate the value of having the Friend “ that
gticketh closer than a prother.”

God's Purpose

This vast tide of immigration’ which is sweeping our
ghores is not by chance, There is in it a purpose of
divine orlgin. We are told what this purpose is:

‘“Many of these foreigners are here in the providence of
‘God, that they may have opporfunity to hear the truth for
this time, and receive a preparation that will fit them to
return to their own lands as bearers of precicus light shin-
ing direct from the throne of God.” — ¥rs, B. (. White, in
“ The Time and the Work, p, 88,

In view of God’s purpose so plainly stated, can we safely
refuse to do our part for the foreigners living in our imme-
diate community? This is God’s foreign mission fleld for
vou who are sending your children and your friends farth
into the regions beyond to do a work of perhaps greater
magnitude but of similar character. If there comes the
temptation to pass by the foreign section of your community,
and labor for people Who appear more congenial, it may he
well to recall the assurance which reads:

“ That which selfish hearts would regard as humiliating

service, ministering to those who are wreiched and in every
way inferier in character and rank, is the work of sinless
angels,” — “ Steps to Christ,” p, 81. .

- E. R. NUMBERS,

The Master’s Call :

I sam, “ Lot wae walk in the flelds,”
He said, “ Nay, walk in the town.”
I sald, “ There are no flowers there.”
He said, “ No flowers, but & crown.”
I gald, “ But the slties are black,
There i8 nothing but noise and din.”
But He wept as He sent me back; |
“There i8 more,” He gaid, “ there is sin.”

I said, “But the air is thick,
And fogs are veiling the sun.”
He answered, * Yet souls are siel,
And souls in the dark, undone.”
I gaid, * I shall miss the light,
And {riends will miss me, they say.”
He answered me, “ Chooge tonight,
If T am to miss you, or they.”

I pleaded for time fo be given,
He sald, *Is it hard to decide?
It will not seem hard in heaven
T'o have followed the steps of your Guide.”
I cast one look at the fields,
Then get my face to the town,
e said, * My child, do you yield?
Will you leave the flowers for the erown?”

Then into His hand went mine,
And inte my heart came He,
And I wallk in a light divine )
The path I had feared to see.
— Selected.

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
First Week

OrPENING EXERCISES: Song, prayer, report of missionary
work,

Reading: A Few Important Facts.
Plans for securing information and statistics,
Note to the Leader

Effective work in behalf of the foreigner is often pre-
vented because of lack of knowledge of local conditions and
of just how to organize and plan for the work. The sug-
gestions given should be carefuily studied and worked out
to meet your needs. We would suggest that a commitfee
be hppointed at this mecting, to make a survey of the city
and secure the necessary information, rendering a report
at the next meeting, if passible,

A Few Important Facts

Oxe of the problems facing the denomination today is
the work of warning the great multitude of foreigners in
our midst. The government statistics for the year 1920
show that there are practically fourteen million foreign-
porn people in this country,— an increase of two and six-
tenihs per cent over the year 1910. Add to this fifteen to
twenty wmillions of foreign parentage, and the number
geems glmost overwhelming.

In thirty-three of our largest cilies the foreign popula-
tion is larger than the English population. These are
cities in America, but they are not all-American cities
Boston i8 Irish; Chicago is German-Scandinavian-Polish:
St. Louis is German; and New York, the pride of our great
nation, 18 a Hebrew-Irish-ItaHan-Bohemian-Hungarian city,
Besides, New York is no doubt the chief Jewish capital,
numbering 1,600,000 Jews, And the foreigners are still
reaching our shores by the thousands each day.

The immigrant forces are forces of youth. Among eight
million immigrant arrivals in ten years, only four out of
a hundred were over forty-five years of age, This indeed
makes America, & most ulique mission field. On this point
we quote the following:

“Those in responsibility must now plan wisely to pro-
claim the third angel’s message to the hundreds of thou-
sands of foreigners in the cities of America, . . . Many of
these foreigners are here in the providence of God, that they
may have opportunity to hear the truth for this time, and
receive a preparationr that will fit them to return to their

own lands as bearers of precious light shining direct from
the throne of God.” —* The Time and the Work,” p. 28.

‘What & wonderful apportunity is thus afforded us! In
the providence of God, these people have been brought here
from the ends of the earth, that we may give them the last

megsage 0of trutk to carry to their native lands jnr their
own tongue.

i

[epp—
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You sec the foreigner everywhere. Ie is known as the
man of all trades. You can hardly move without ecoming
in touek with him. And ¥yet it gseems strange that, as a
rule, we seem more willing to give our dollars for the con-
version of an Italian, Russian, or Rumanian thousands of
miles away than to visit hig brother in our own nieghbor-
hood with soul-gaving literature. Ninety-five per cent of
the immigrants arriving in this country come from BEurope,
A surprigingiy large number of these people are from the
Catholic Church, Many of them are without a religion, and
some are groping after spiritnal help. The foreigner is open-
minded, You can talk with him, and as a rule he is not
sugpicious. He ig very appreciative of kindness and help
extended to him. . ) .

The International Branch of the Pacific Press, at Brook-
field, I1L, is printing books, magazines, or traets in twenty-
six languages, to aid in reaching the foreigner with the
message of truth. Onr books and magazines are welcomed
and read by thousands of these people in their own lan-
guage, but there are yet hundreds of thousands who must
be reached in the same way., Let us help to basten the ful-
filment of the wonderful prophecy, “ This gospel of the
kingdom. shall be preached in all the world for a witness
nnto all nations; and then shall the end come,” by doing
our share in bringing a knowledge of our soon-coming
Saviour to the milliong of foreign-speaking people in our
midst, through the circulation of the gospel literature now
available in the forelgn languages.

H. W. SHERRIG,

How to Secure Information and Statistics Regarding
Foreign Population

In order to work intelligently with the foreign-speaking
people in any city or given territory, the first esgential to
snccess is to gather the necessary information, The follow-
ing suggestions may be helpful:

1, The leader or missionary secretary should ascertain
the number of foreigners, and the differeni nationalities,
residing in the territory fo be worked. If necessary, a com-
mittee should be appointed to secure definite statisties.

2. In addition to securing the number of foreigners, the
locality where they reside should be carefully mapped out
into sections or Sireets, properly segregating the different
nationalities. .

3. A map, or blue print, showing the above divisions of
territory and segregation of nationalities, should he pre-
vared and kept by the missionary secretary, A sectiom of
the territory should be assigned te each church worker as
an individual miselon field, and the name of the worker
showuld appear on the map. A duplicate outline of the sec-
tion should be made and given to the worker,

4. Information regarding the various nationalities of peo-
vle residing in a community, and their location, can be se-
cured from the following sources:

a. Y. M. C. A,

b. Police department.

e. School censug burean.

d. Local foreign posters.

e. Grocers in foreign settlements.

f. Local banks in foreign settlements.

Where the foreign population is not segregated in settle-
ments, but scattered throughont the eniire city, the only
w‘ay to reach them ig to’ make a systematic canvass of the
ontire field with some good missionary literature, making
note of the addresses and nationalities of the foreigners ag
they are found. This should be followed up with literature
in their own language and other missionary work, as oppor-
tunity affords. E. R, NUMBERS.

Second Week

Opening Exercises, oo
Plans of organization for home-foreign work,

Note to the Leader

Study the suggestions given and adapt fhem to your
field and constitwency. If your ¥oreign Band is aiready at
work and aeccomplishing results, many interesting experi-
ences can be related, which will encourage others fo take
part in the work.

Organization for Home-Foreign Work

Every church should make vrovigion in its organized
plar for missionary work among the foreign-speaking
people within the borders of its territory., In some cases
the churceh may be small, and the povulation of the foreign-
speaking districts not very large. There are many places,
however, where the foreign population is very large, and
the church located in a community of sufficient size to
warrant the development of a good, strong, organized plan
for work among these people,

Home-Foreign Secretary .

It was a small church located in an Bastern State.
Within easy reach of its members there were several thou-
gand veople of various natiopalities. 'This Utile body of
believers desired to do something for these people in their
midst, and an enthusiasgtic missionary worker was chosen
to aet ags home-foreign secretary, to unite with the church
missionary sectetary in studying the home-foreign problen
and planning for migsionary work among the foreign-spealk-
ing people. After patient effort on the part of the secre:
tary, the Iittle church became interested in its foreign prob-
lern. A faithful effort was made to ascertain the number of
foreign-speaking people in the territory of the church, mis
sionary literatare in various languages was secured, and
each week a few hours were spent in faithful house-to-house
visitation by a few of the members. Many of these people
responded heartily to the efforts in their behalf, and it was
a great encouragement to the chureh members to see the
tangible results of their work. In churches where the
membership is small, and the foreign population not very
large, it will be found helpful to follow the example of
this Bastern church,

Home-Foreign Ciass

Many of our larger churches loeated in cities or com-
munities where there is a large foreign population, ean
organize a home-foreign class made wp of those who are
especially interested in this work. A strong, spiritual
leader should be chosgen to direct the work of this class. An
urgent invitation to join the class should be given to all in
the church who desire io engage in gome line of gerviee for
these needy people, .

Some of the lines of activity for a home-foreign class
in the church might be included under the following sug-
gestions:

1. Study the homeforeign vroblem of the church.

2, Become acquainted with the best plans of work among
foreign-language-speaking peoples.

3. Organize Sabbath schools and Sunday schools among
these people, wherever possible, especially for the young.

4. Place reading racks in public places frequented by
foreigners, and keep these racks well supplied with appro-
priate literature.

5. Engage in house-to-house work, distributing and sell-
ing literature.

6. Harvest Ingathering work.

7. Medical missionary and Christian help work.
8, Bible studies,

Asg study is given to the vroblem of the “siranger
within our gate; ;] many avenues of service will open up.
Bhall we not take upon cur hearts a greater borden for
this neglected work? The blessing of Ged will rest upon
us, and souls will he converted through our earnest efforts.

H. K. CHRISTMAXN.

The Need of the Hour

In the stewardghip of the gospel which has been com-
mitted to the church, the need of the hour iz that a great
combany of Christian men shall make an unreserved sur-
render of themselves to God for His service, and shall hence-
forth regard themselves as God’s ministers to make and
administer money for Him, ... A deep religious significance
will then become attached to the common toils and emvloy-
ments of life. Then the ocutside uanbelieving world will see,
what it has long needed to see, a demonstration of the real-
ity and power of Christianity in everyday life that will be
absolutely convineing, breaking down every objection, si-
lencing every criticism, and constrairing men by thousands
to become followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.— Selected.
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Third Week

Opening Exercises.
Consideration of methods of. work.

Note to the Leader
Try to get the chureh members to see the possibilities in
the varioug lines of work. If possible, appeint a committee
to investigate the prospectis for opebing a Sunday school in
the foreign distriet, HEneourage all lines of Christian help
work, and Bible worl,

Methods of Work

In working for the foreignerg thus far, our work hag
largely been confined to the eirculation of Iiterature,
There is no better way fo commence the work than this.
But there are otlier methods which should follow. In the
homes of the people there will be found many who are sick,
and the worker should be famiiiar with health principles
and be able to give simble treatments for the relief of the
guffering, Insapitary conditions exist largely because of
a lack of knowledge regarding sanifstion and hyglene.
Here is another opportunity.

Possibly it may seem less trouble, and more agreeabie,
sintply to hand out a tract or paper, without going further
into the needs of the home; but ¥ our workers stand
elear hefore God, they must give time and thought to every
need of these neglected peopie, and do evebything possible
to- carry the light of present truth, in all iis various phases,
into the home of the foreigner as weil ag to the American
neighhor. It wiii require tact to do this work, but God has
promised this special gualification as we “put on the
armor,”

Anpther important method ¢f work, which ought to be
promoted in every city where there is a forsign population,
is the establishment of Sunday schools at suitable piaces
in the foreign community., This aifords an opportunity
of reaching the children of the foreigner, and is an effec-
tive means of reaching the parent. Some of our churches
are seeing good results from this work,

The giving of Bible readings can also be carried on to
quite an extent. It is frue that in neariy every case the
pai*ents cannot read Wnglish, but there are nearly always
chiidren in the home who can read and interpret. If they
have their own Bibles, they can read the passage for them-
selves, and thus guickly grasp the explanation as it'is infer
preted to them. Careful record should be wiade ¢f names
and addresses of all interested peopie, and the church mis-
sionary secretary or the conference home missionary secre-
tary should see that some quaiified person foliows up the
interest in every case, E. B. NUMBERS.

, Fourth Week

Opening Hxerciges.
Congideration of the possibilities in home-foreign work,
Note to the Leader

If your weekly prayer meeting 18 held on Wednesday
night, as is usually the case, there wili be five praver and
missionary meetings this month, We have left the fifth
week open for such pregenfation of the important subject
in hand as you may think hest. The possibilities in the
home-foreign worlt occcupy a large fleld, and could be made
the basis for several inspiring prayer and migsionary meet-
ingg., It is important to become thoroughly familiar with
the literaiure put out by the Pacific Press International
Branch at Brookfield, I2l. Write for catalogue and sampie
periodicals in the ianguages spoken In your loeality.

Pogsibilities in Home-Foreign Work

THE lure of American industry brings to our shores an-
nually a million immigrants. . These people settle down in
iittle groups throughout our country, many times within
the shadow of Seventh-day Adventist churches. We have
a gpecial responsihility to hear the message to these mil-
lions, a8 is emphasized by the following statements from
Mrs, B, G. White:

"The mesgsage must be given to the thousands of for-
eignerg living in these cities in the home field. . . ., Wake
up, wake up, my brethren and sisters, and enter, the fields
in America that have never been worlted. . . . In the cities
of America there are people of dlmost every language.

These need the light that God has given to His church.”—
“ Testimonies,” Vol. VIII, pp. 84-36.

The possibilities bound up in the work for these people
are very great indeed, The instruction of the Lord fo
Israel was, “The stranger that dwelleth with you shall
bhe unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love
him as thyself.” Lev, 19: 34, God’s purpose for ancient
Israel wag that 'they should reach those about them with
the truth, the eircle ever widening among the heathen
nations, until the earth should he filled with the knowledge
of the true God.

The opportunities hefore the people of God today are ae
great ag any proffered the faithful of any age, God has
not only opened the doors of heathen countries, so that the
missioﬁary may enter, but He has started a great movement
of men and women of all nationalities toward the homeland
of the third angel’s message, that leaders and laymen may
help them into the light. From among those who accept
the message, many talented men and women can be secured
and trained to return to their native country, and, without
long years of hard study of languages and customs, enter

.upen the work of soul-winning,

Every church should have its Home-Foreign' Band of
workers, who are specializing in this work for the foreigner
among us. “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
feast of these My hretihiren, ye have done it unto Me,” is
the assurance of Jesus. C.v, L

Your Life Thread

LirFE is the joom in which eternal destinies are woven.
Every life is represented in the pattern which the Master
Weaver is completing, and as the shutfles of time fly faster
and faster the pﬁfttern nears completion, ang soon the buzz
of life's loom will cease, and the finlshed pattern stand
throughout! eternity as a memoriai of the love of God who
redeemed a fallen world. '

“ Fvery human being is fo work with his life thread,
weaving it into the fabric to heilp complete tha pattern.”—
“ Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. VI, p, 115, It is well
to pause and consider, What is my life thread contributing
to the pattern on the loom? Am I contributing a thread
of golden service which can be traced in unbroken lines
throughout the pattern, or is my thread broiten and knotied
because of unwillingness to yield to the touch of the Master
Weaver? )

It is possible fo resist the impuise of the Holy Spirit, and
thus preveni the life thread from blending in an effective
manner with the warp of eircumatances and opportunities,
g0 that, like the selvedge, the contributing factors do not
attract the admiring eye. Xvery life thread is needed
in putting the filnal toucheg to the pattern. The circum-
stances surrounding your life are needed for the accom-
plishment of your part of the pattern. Possibly you eannot
see that they mean any good tg you, so disagreeable and
annoying do they seem, and so different from what wonid
be your choosing, But if you will accept the situation and
yield to the will of God, all wiil be well,

“There is a beautiful picture in one of Weordsworth's
poems of a bird that {s swept from Norway by a storm. It
hattles against the storm with desperate effort, eager to
wing back to Norway, But all in vain. And so at last it
yields, thinking that the gale wili carry it to death; and
the gale earries it to sunny England, with its green mead-
ows and its forest glades. Ah, how many of us have heen
iike the little voyager, fretting angd fizhting against the wil
of God! And we thought that life could never be the game
again whejn we were earried seaward by the storm; until
at last, finding all was useless, perhaps, and yielding to the
wind that bloweth where it listeth, we have heen carried
to a land that was far richer, where there were green pas-
tureg and stiil watersg.””

The following paragraphs from “ Gospel Workers* will
be an inspiration fo those who are faithfully doing their
best, looking not for results untii the culmination of life’s
history:

“Every impulse of the Holy Spirit ieading men to good-
ness and fo God, is noted in ihe hooks of heaven, and in
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the day of God every one who has given himself as an in-
strument for the Holy Spirit’s working, will be permitted
to behold what his life has wrought. . . . Wonderful will
bhe the revealing as the lines of holy influence, with their
precious results, are brought to view. What will be the
gratitude of souls that will meet ug in the heavenly courts,
as they understand the sympathetie, loving interest which
has been taken in their salvation! All praise, honor, and
glory will be given to God and to the Lamb for our re-
demption; but it will not detract from the glory of God to
. express gratitude te the instrumentality He has employed
in the salvation of souls ready to perish.

“"he redeemed will mest and recognize those whose at-
tention they have directed to the uplifted Saviour., What
blessed converse they will have with these souls! ‘I was
a sinner, it will be gaid, ‘ without God and without hope
in the world:; and you came to me, and drew my attention
to the precioug Saviour as my only hope. And I helieved
in Him. 1 repented of my ging, and was made to sit to-
gether with His saints in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.’

¥ Others will say: ‘I was a heathen in heathen lands.
You left your friends and comfortable home, and eame to
teach me how to find Jesus, and believe in Him as the only
true God. I demolished my idols, and worshiped God, and
now I gee Him face to face. I am saved, eternally saved,
ever 1o behold Him whom I love. [ then gaw Him only with
the eye of faith, but now I seo Him as He is. I can now
express my gratitude for Iis redeeming mercy to Him who
joved me, and washed me from my sins in His own blood.’

“ Others will expregs their gratitude to those who fed the
hungry and clothed the naked. ‘When despair bound my
soul in unbelief, the Lord seat you to me’ they zay, ‘to
speak words of hope and comfort. You brought me food
for my physical necessitiog, and you opened to me the word
of God, awakening me to my spiritual needs, You treated
me as a brother. You sympathized with me In my sorrows,
and restored my bruised and wounded soul, so that I could
grasp the hand of Christ that was reached out o save me.
In my jgnorance you taught me patiently that I had a Fa-
ther in heaven who eared for me, You read to me the
precioug promises of God’s word. You inspired in me faith
that He would save me, My heart was softened, subdued,
troken, as I contemplated the sacrifice which Christ had
made for me, 1 became hungry for the bread of life, and
the truth was precious to my soul. I am here, saved, eter-
nally saved, ever to live in His presence, and to praise
Him who gave His life for me.

““‘What rejoicing there will be as these redeemed ones
meet and greet those who have had a burden in-their behalf!
And those who have lived, not to please themselves, but to
he a blessing to the unfortunate who have so few bless-
ings, — how their hearts will thrill with satisfaction! They
will realize the promise, ‘ Thou shalt be blessed; for they
cannot recompense thee: for thou shali be recompensed at
the resurrection of the just. "— Pages 517-519.

Results of the Circulation of Our Literature

TeEe following condensed statements represent many un-
reported instances resulting from the circulation of Present
8. T. Shadel, Home Missionary secretary of the West
Michigan Conference, sends in the following report, which
illustrates the efficiency of the systematic circulation of Pres-
ent Trath by church members in their local eommunities:

“1 have one experience to relate to you this morning
which will be an encouragement fo you, ! am sure. ' The
hittle chureh of thirteen members ai Buchanan faithfully
and systematically distributed Present Truth during 1919
and a part of 1920. There seemed te he no visible results
until the Week of Prayer, when the church was greatly
revived, and hegan to hold Bible readings in the homes of
the people whom they thought might be inferested in the
truth, The interest spread like prairie fire, and the local
elder now reports he is holding seven Bible readings each
week, hesides working in a factory six days, and now, since
the Weak 0of Prayer, twelve are ready for haptism. The
conference has sent a minister there to help them in thelr
effort, I think this fs remarkable, and illusirates what
can be done by the local members if they will use the
' pathfinder® as an entering wedge.”

The pastor of the church in Newport News, Va., recently
wrote Present Truth as follows:

“Qur ecburch was not reaching as many people as jt
should, so I decided to take up work with Preseat Truth
and see what 1 could do with it. I started in with about
thirty families. Now, at the end of three months, I have
one hundreq thirty families reading Present Truth every
week., I have aboui twelve families taking weekly Bible
studies with me. This, with my church work, keeps me
busy. Already some are atiending church as the result of
my personal work, and will soon come inte the church as

members. Yet the results thus far are not 8o great as I
expect they will be in the near future. The chureh has
done well in taking heold of this line of work, and after
the Ingathering work i# over, I think there will be more
regular missionary work done by the members”

The following report wasg recently given by Elder B. W,
Spire, president of the Georgla Conference:

“The ciréulation of Present Truth in the city of Savan-
nah last fall resulteq in Elder Shuler’s having the largest
attendance of any of our evangelisia. His congregations
ran as high as 3,000, and his collections during the seven
weeks amounted to over $1,300. We expect to have 100
new membpers added to the Savannah church as the resuit
of this effort. 'We are planning to precede all our evan-
gelical efforts with two or three months’ systematic distri-
bution of as many copies of Present Truth as we can afford
to place in a given territory.”

The preceding e:gperiences illustrate the effectiveness of
the systematic circulation of our literature by our churches,
The following condensed statements represent thousands of
similar unreported instances resulting from the circulation
of Present Truih:

“ A copy of your publication, Preseni Truth, dated Oct.
15, 1917, was found on our library table the other day.
Where it came from and how it got there no one geems to
know. However, after reading it through from ecover to
cover, we like it so much we do not want to be without it,
30 I am inclosing twenty-five cents for one year’'s subscrip-
tion. Should this not be enough, begin sending Present
Truth at once, and let me know what the remainder will
be and I will gend it fo you without delay., I am inclosing
a two-cent stamp for reply. I desire to get the eight vol-
umes of books advertised In this number of Present Truth.”

“71 find on my desk today a copy of Present Truth. T am.
sure, as a reading Methodist minister, I find truth enough
in this little paper to readg every issue of it. Please find
inclosed twenty-five cents for same.”

“ Grecting you in Jesus’ name, I am very glad to write
you a few lines concerning your paper, Present Truth. 1
have read it very cavefully and prayerfully. I praise God
for you, because I know He is working with vou in giving
out such wonderful truth. I am praying God that the peo
ple will give giriet attention fo the reading of Present
Truth, because they cannot miss heaven if they foilow the
teaching of this little paper. I am delighted with Present
Truth myself, and would like fo know how ] can secure
some copies of it for my friends., Please reply by return
mail. You have my prayers and thauksgiving in advance,

“Rrv. James ——"

“Your paper is heing delivered at my door, and I am
enjoying it and want to pass it on fo some others. I am
inclosing $1, for which please gend it to the fellowing four
names and addresses., I especially enjoyed the study on
Daniel 7. 'With best wishes, I am, ~—— —

“ A copy of Present Truth came into my hands some way
unknown to me, and in the one issue I find more facts and
more sensible truth than 1 get from the daily newspapers
in a full year. Find inclosed check, for which please send
Present Truth te the following names and addresses.”

“Present Truth is a wonderful litile paper. Wish it
were in every home in the land. Inclosed find $1, for
which send it to the following four addresses.”

“I am so much pleased with Present Tyufh, which hag
been sent me for some time hy gome unknown person, that
I am incloging check, for the same to be sent to the follow-
ing addresses. I want to do all T san to help circulate a
paper that is so filled with Bible truth.”

“1 think your liitle paper is fine. 1 want my son, two
daughters, and an old iriend to read it during the coming
year. Find inclosed check to cover the amount of these
subscriptions. I came across Presend Truth recently while
visiting some friends, I{ tells about the Bihle, its old
prophets, Christ and His apostles, what they all predict, and
what the condition of the nations and governments of the
earth will be when Christ somes, and what they will be
gaying before and when He comes.”

“1 picked up a copy of Present Truth on the subway
platform, and I like it very much. Inclosed please find
subscription price.” ’

“Will you kindly send me sample copy of your paper,
Pregent Truth? T saw a man reading it on the train, and
I was interested iu it from what I could see of it.”

D. W, Rravis.

AS the dew’and the still showers fall upon the wither-
ing plants, so let words fall gently when seeking to win
nen from error.— ¢ Ministry of Healing,” p. 157,

A grEAT work is to be dome, and those who know the
trl),ﬂ? should make mighty intercession for help.—* Testimo-
nies for the Church,” Vol. 1X, p. 123.
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Missionary "olunteer
MDepactnment

Devotional Meetings for August 6
Topic: The Movies.

Senior
Song.
Prayer,
. Secretary’s Report.
Testimony Study: Our Recreation.
. Talk: The Menace of the Movies,
Talk: What's Wrong About the Movies?
Story: Lenore Becomes a Cenasor.
. Round Table: The Movies on Trial.
. Close with prayer.

o0l O 0 ro

Junijor

Song.
. Prayer.
., Secretary’s Report.
, Superintendent’'s Talk:
Movies?

b. Symposium: A Junior Missionary Volunteer's Good
Time.

6, Story: Lenore Becomes a Censor,

7. Roll Call: Where Do [ Stand?

8. Close with prayer.

e o b

What's Wrong About the

Plans and Suggestions

Aim for today to lead ail in the society to take the Mis-
sipnary Volunteer position on the movies. Pray mueh as
vou plan this program. Perhaps none of your Misstonary
Volunteers go to movies,— we hope .not,~— but your Mission-
ary Volunteers have friends who need to galn a victory over
the movies, The Father wishes ali our young peopie to be
happy- But there Ig no true happiness in the movies, The
movies are g sort of mental and moral saioon, It Is our
privilege to train ourselves to enjoy the best things in life,
and until we do, we shail never be reglly, truly happy.

Blackboard Motio.—

So live that your life will explain your profession
t

Material for this program will be found in the Instructor
of July 31. You can aiso giean from other sourees, for
thoughtful men and women everywhere are alarmed over
the movies, and gsome of their feelings are getting Into print.

Special Senior Notes

Testimony Study: Our Recrection.— Ask some one to
gather from “ Soeiai Plans for Misgionary Volunteers”
several of the choice quotations from the Testimonies and
copy them on slips. He could then arrange questions to
be answered by the quotatioms. Pass the slips out in the
audience, and as the one who conduets the study asks a ques-
tion, have the guotation that answerg it read.

Round Table: The Movies on Trial— Ask every one to
take part in this exercise. It will do the voung peopie
good to tdke a positive stand before their associates, Ask
ten persong 1o speak briefly on different precepts of the
Migsionary Volunteer Social Code given in this paper, test-
ing the movies by the precepts. The article in the Imsiruc-
tor on “Are the Movies Worth While?” also contains help-
fui material for the round table. We send this program
forth with the earnest praver that this round table shail
be 'a real consecration servige, and mark the turning-point
in the careers of those who may be drifting into careless,
but none the less dangerous habits.

Special Junior Notes

Supermtendent’s Talk: What's Wrong About the Movies?
— Beek to show the children that ““we ail, with open face
beholding ag ih 2 glass, are changed." 2 Cor. 3: 18.
When we see things our very brains are changed. HEvery
scene leaves some impress on them. Shali we behold the
glory of God-or the work of Satan? shali we choose to have
the picture of sunlit mountaing and purple valieys hung in
our mind’s picture galiery, or shall we chooge pictures of
mire? Our brains hold well images of what we allow our
eves to see, Aim to create in the minds of tire children
a real love for the good and beautifui and a distaste for
all that drags the mind downward.

Bymposium.: A Junior Missionary Volunteer's Good Time.
-— Ask five or 8ix of your most consecrated Junior members
to write out how they would wish to spend an afternoon if
they were going to have what they called a really good time.
Agk each one who writes to keep in mind the fact that he
is a Christian and a Missionary Volunteer, and then to plan

out for himself just the “ best time ever.” Tt might be weil,
for the superintendent to see what has been written before
the parts are read in the society.

Roll Call: Where Do I Stand$ -— Try to make this a true
consecration service, one wherein zll our pleasures are dedi-
cated to the glory of God,

Our Missionary Volunteer Code

TuERe 18 only one way for the Christian to live: that is
by prineiple. The great need of the hour is for every Mis-
sionary Volunteer so to live that his life wili expiain his
profession, 'The great calamity of today is thaf so many
lives are at war with their profession. M.V, professes to
stand for Missionary Volunteer. But in some eases-——
thank God, they are few — the living inferpretation of M.
V. is really “ Movie Vietim,” The movies are perhaps with-
out exception the worst menace In our falr land. And there
is an appaliing need for every young man and woman Lo
take a firm stand on the movie question and to help others
do the same. .

Let us today glance once again at our Missionary Volun-
teer Social Code. Here it is: N

1. Be guided by principle rather than by impulse in all
your Social activities,

2, Practise total abstinence from that which is evil, re-
membering that on religious questions compromise is treason
to right.

3. Be temperate in your use of that which is good.

4. Never let social requirements lead you to disregard
the laws of health,

5. Bet a high social standard for yourself, and always
observe the rules of propriety.

6. Never deal in counterfeits, such as flattery and flirta-
tion, but exemplily Christian simplieity in ali that youn do.

7. Deny self for the sake of others, and for the sake ol
your infilnence over them.

8. Never seek pleasure for its own sake; use 1t as an
agency for doing good.

9, Do all things for the glory of God and for the good of
others.

108, Make your social activities a subject of prayer, never
losing sight of the great aim fto make them an ageney for
blessing others.

How many movies are open to those who keep thelr Mis-
stonary Volunteer Social Code? M, B A

NEITHER you nor I can think of Jesus as ever attending
a movie, can we? How must He feel when those who have
promised to follow Him, go te these seminaries of vice?

Devotional Meetings for August 13
Topic: The Continent of Opportunity — No. 5,

Senior
. Song Service,
[ Beripture Lesson: Aects 102 34-48.
Prayer.
Secretary’s Report.
Symposium: “ What Hath God Wrought!
. Roll Call: What I Know About South America.
. Consecration Service,
. Close with a prayer for our workers in South America.

Junior

PO =3 Ov TN e PR

Song Service.
Scripture Lesson: Acts 10: 3448,
. Prayer.
. Secretary’'s Heport.
. Superintendent’s Talk:
Bolivia.

6, Reading: With Our Missionaries in Bolivia.

7. Recitation: What Missionary Pennies Will Do,
Instructor of August 2 or 9.)

8. Talk: A Brand {rom the Burning
of August 2 or 9.)

9. Closge with a prayer for our workers in South America.

Plans and Suggestions
Aim today to get better acquainted with South America.
Remember that knowing means feeling, knowing means
praying, knowing means giving, and in some cases knowing
wili mean going. “Facts are the fuel which feeds the fire
of missions.”

R

Bstablishing a Mission in

(See

(See Insiructor

:
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Blackboard Motto.—

Shall the 50,566,613
people of

=

find intellectual, soecial,
and spiritual uplift
through wus?

To what extent can
our workers it e’

depend on us for help?

Special Senior Note

]

Have several {alte part in the symposium, “ What Hath
God Wrought! ” and urge that each one prepare his part
thoroughly, for the story of our work in Bolivia is thrilling
indeed. Surely we cannot read it without a feeling of deep
gratitude to God for the miracles wrought in that needy
land.

Roll Call— Ask each to respond to his mame by giving a
news item about South America — perhaps something which
is’of speecial interest to him., How many would be willing to
gacrifice ag do the migsionaries In Bolivia? Ask yourselves
gimilar guestions and then answer them publiely in the
Congecration Service. “ A Brand from the Burning” is as
good for the Senfor as for the Junior program.

Special Junior Note

Superintendent’'s Talk: Establishing o Mission in Bolivig.
— Tell the story to the children as it is presented in the
article, “ What Hath God Wrought!” Reserve one section
of it to be read by a Junior ag suggested under No, 8, “ With
Qur Missionaries in Bolivia.”

Tallc: A Brand from the Burning— This story, which
will .appear in the Instructer of August 2 or 9, should be
carefully read and then told.

“ What Hath God Wrought! ™

[As seen in the development of the Indian work in Bolivia.]
Beginning of the Work

EarLY in the spring of 1919, we were asked o begin the
work among the Indians of Bolivia. Upon arriving and be-
fore beginning work, we thought if best to have with us a
recommendaiion from the depariment of education of the
Bolivian governmeni, We were helped in this by one of the
Methodist missionaries, a Bolivian, who had a knowledge
of our Indian work in Peru. ‘The minisier of education
received us very kindly, saying, *“ Woe are glad, Mr, Shepard,
that your society wishes to help us in the education of the
Indians of Bolivia.” Continuing, he said, “ I pergonally am
very much interested in the developmeni o¢f the Indian.
Do you kuow why we do not do more? It is because our
teachers are not willing to live under the conditions which
they find existing among the Indians, thai it Is nexi to
impossible to furnish the Indiang with a teacher.
assure vou, Mr. Shepard, thai your soeiety will receive
from me every held in my power, that you may successfully
earry on your noble purposes.” We lefi the office of this
mah with a recommendation to all the lower officials and
to the school officialg; ihis letter also asked them to help
u8 in our work.

Opening Providences

With a light heart we began looking about for an opening
among the Indians. God used one of the residents of Viacha
to show usg the first opening, from which have come all the
callz as they exist today. By this genileman we were iniro-
duced to the ownerg of fincas (farms) who employed more
than ten thousand Indians. We also were introdused and
kindly received by the Dprefecto of thai distriet. Now to
get in touch with the Indians themselves,

Three visits were made among the Indians with very
little interest on their part, bui through these visits we
encountered Hsteben Machaca. This man is a chief. He
lives in La Paz, where he looks out for the best inierests
of his Indiagns. At once he was interested in our work.
He did his best to awaken an interest among his people,
but a greater power, the local priest, was working against
him, 8Still this man was t¢ be used of God. Through him
we were introdueed to the other chiefs that lived in La
Paz. Four other large distriets were represented by these
chiefs, and many smaller ones. Among these chiefs was
Francisco Tancara, the chief of Calacoto.

I want to _

Visit to Koésario

The center of one of the communities of Chief Tancara is
Rosario, Accompanied by Francisco we visited this center,
spending nearly a week with his people. The people were
very enthusiastic from the firgt. They showed their desire
to learn God’s will for them. They weré anxious for a
sehool. Rosgario is not a very pleasant place to Uve in. It is
cold and barren, and the eountry ig nhot so thickly settied
ag in other places, The seasons are very uncertain and
many times the crops do not mature. However, I found that
despite the natural conditions the hearts of the people were
warm, open to convietion, and ready to aceept God’s word.
Before leaving, 1 felt led by the Holy Spirit to promise .
these people that I would return.

A Revolation in Bolivia

Before T eould get the necessary authorization to open up
school work in Rosario, a revolution oceurred. In one
night the government was overturned and a new political
party came into power, The new pariy is a combination of
the Republicans and the Radicals. The Republicgn party
is the church party, that ig, they favor the union of church
and state, and all of the priests'and loyal Catholics are
members of this party. The Radicals are the opposite in
thelr principles regarding the church question, How the
two could get itogether is a problem, but they did get to:
gether long enough to earry through a very succesgful revo-
lution.

What were we to do? As soon as the government began to
reform itself, the different departments were placed in
charge of different men. Afier the man had been named to
be the head of the depariment of education, we went to
vigit him, showing him the former anthorization that we
had and asking him kindly to renew it or give ug a new
one,. We were met with a decided rebuff, He had nothing
to do with our work. He was decidedly opposed to the
evangelization of the Indians, We could do nothing with’
him,

Still God was working for us, He worked through one
of the former representatives, who also was one of the
favored of the new party, Through him we were intro-
duced o the acting president of the republic. This man had
come into favorable touch with the work of the Protestants,
aspecialiy thelr school work. He very kindly gave us,
through the ‘proper department, a new authorization for
the carrying on of our work. This man has now heen-
elected president, so we have a friend in the highest official
of the Bolivian government., We believe that God allowed
this man to be placed in this position thai His work might
not be hindered under the régime of a strong church party.

Settling in Rosario

The middle of August found usg in Rosario. Qur goods
were ouly nicely located in the native house in Rosario
when a disaster overtook us. The native roof, which is
made of 8traw, caught fire cariy Sabbath morning. We Jost
many things, although we saved enough so that we did not
suffer in the weeks that followed before we could rebuild.
I menkion the fire because of the effect it had on the work.
Word reached ug immediately from the mear-by town that
the priest had told the people, * Now you all can gee that
this man is a devil, for see how God has sent a judg-
ment against him.” The Indians, being naturally very sus-
picious, locked a bit anxious. We found palms stuck up
abott the burned house; many burned ineense, All of these
things showed us that the words of the priest had found
lodgment in good ground.

However, if God’'s band was In the fire, He wag not going
to let it hinder His work, for the following ¥Friday a great
hailstorm passed the near-by town, three houses being
struek by lightning. As this siorm did not touch Rosario,
the people began to think, “I guess thal we are not; such
great ginners, that we have allowed the evangelist to come,
as the priest thought.”

The Feast of Santiago

.The people took hold with a will to help us clean up the
ruins and rebuild. The fire delayed the starting of schoel,
Before we had finished rebujlding, the boys began to tell us
that they could not enter school before the feast of Santiago,
They must all go to the near-by town to fake pari In the
feast, Preparations began on the Wednesday hefore our
second Sabbath in Rosario. Thursday morning the dancing
began, and with the daneing the drinking, What heavy
hearts we had those daysl We had geen drinking before,
but it had never come quite 80 near home. The hoys that
had helped us so fajthfully, those whe had already promised
to enter the school, those upon whom we had begun to de-
pend as mediums to reach the older people, all goi drunk.
Only one boy stayved with us, the others all went to town
Sabbath morhing. $till Sabbath did not pass without its
blesging; tweniy-nine people attended our first serviece.
Our first Sabbath in Rosario was the day of the fire, and
we were busy from morning il night recovering things
from the building and drying them in the sun,
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Beginning of School

A week was consumed by the feast and the drunken de-
bauch that followed. We began to matriculate students on
Monday, expecting to start schooi on Wednesday, Many of
the hoys were not yet sober enough to present themselves
by Wednesday, so that the first days were rather discour-
aging. Soon the schoot began to grow, until there were
about sixty in attendance.

The school and the treating of the sick kept my wife and
me busy from morning until night. We both taught, that
we might have more time to do the ontside work. TFifteen
to thirty people came every day for medicine. This medical
work grew untll at the close of the year we had treated
1,311 people in the 117 days that we were in Rosario. The
influence of this work was to he seen throughout the perse-
cution that followed. Sick people made well are friends
that are hard to deceive even by a priest.

The Feast of Bosario

The biggest feast of the year, in fact by far the biggest
event of the year for the people of Rosario, is the feast of
Rosario. A Fourth of July celebration or the coming of
the ¢ircug is nothing in comparigon to it. The peopie talk
dbout it from the time it is over untii it arrives again. The
priest spends three days with the people. From all around
the people come in to attend the feast. The images from all
of the near-by churches are brought in to be biessed by the
priest. It is the annual time for the baptism of babies, also
the time for getting married.

Wo looked forward to this feast wilh a bit of anxiety.
What would the priest do? He did his worst, He even
tried to bring about events go that we would be forever
finished, so far a8 our work was concerned, in the eyes of
all the people that attended the Rosario feast.

Before attending the feast he had telegrarhed the secre-
tary of the Junta de Gobierno about us, stating that we had
come to Rosario and had taken over the church property,
that we had destroyed the images, and were using the
church for oul services. The honorable secretary, being a
great supporter of the church, immediately sent a telegram
to the highest potice authority in our digtriet with an order
telling us to leave Rosario,

This order was delivered to us Sunday morning, the first
day-of the feast, HEach day of the feast after the high mass,
the priest preached a sermon against us, e told the people
that we were bad people, that they should not attend our
gchool, not even enter our yard. The people said, “ But this
man has medicines and 1s treating our sick.” The priest
replied, * Hig medicines are but beones of chickens and legs
of frogs.”

The Burning of the Bible

Without our knowledge, the priest sent a little boy to
our liouse and bought a Bible. He callied the people together
in his yard and said, ““Is this the book from which the

‘gringo devil’ teaches?” The people replied, * Yes” “It
is ail a lie,” hé shouted. *“Let us burn the book,” The
Bible was burnhed as the frightened people iooked on. Ino-

sencig, the native boy. who had been helping me in translat-
ing for the meetings, was then called out of the crowd hy
the priest, “Is it true that you work for the gringo?™
Inosencio replied, “Yes” After scoiding him and de-
nouncing him and us and our worlk, he turned to the people
and shouted, “You are all sinners, but this [indicating
Inosencio] is the worst of you all; he should be bound and
burned in the plaza ag we have burned the Bible., Don't
you,” pointing to Ingsencio, “ever enter the church again.”

The Priest Overreaches Himself

First the reports he had sent to La Paz having been
proved false by us, made 1t impossible for the anthorities to
back up the telegram sent to us fo leave. However, it was
with the greatest difficulty that we received the right to
return fo Rosario. It was only after our American minis-
ter personally presented our case to the acting president,
that we were allowed to return, and then it was with restric-
tions. Again we were favored by the man who in the bhe-
ginning had helped us in getting our authorization, at pres-
ent the president of Bolivia. The restriction placed on
us was that weé were not to hold any public services nor
preach to the people. 'We might continue our school work,

“Daon’t you ever enter the church again! * That was just
what Inosencio wanted to hear. His conscience had been
hothering him for some time. Nearly a year before he had
promised to make a feast that was now about due, hut in the
meantime he had learned that it was contrary to God's
word to worship the images and to drink or to furnish
drink for hig frlends. Many times he had asked, * What
gshall T do?” So the first thing he said to me after the
priest had denounced him was, “ Now I won't have to make
the feast,”” He has never beem in their church since and
has used his Influence to turn others from their false
religion,

Return {¢ Rosario

Two weeks were consumed in La Paz hefore we could re-
ceive the privilege o return to Rosario. Were the people

glad to sce us back? How I wish you could have seen their
happy faces as they came, one by one, to see us during the
next few days! But how sad we felt as they began to
gather on the Sabhath, that we could not continue the teach-
ing of God’'s word. 'What did we do, you ask? We heid song
services, in both the morning and afternocon. Now you
know the songs are written in Spanish and the people tatk
Aymara and do not understand Spanish, g0 the songs must
necessarily be translated. We would read the songs to the
people, and then the translator would translate them into
Aymara. As the people could not read, we would repeat
over and over again the words of the song untif they knew
them by heart. Now you open up Your songhooks and begin
to read the words, and then think how much of the message
you can gef from our songs. hey contain the whole mes-
gage., I remembher while in the States an enemy of our work
said to me, “ 1 never saw such a peopie,” meaning Advent- .
ists; “you are not content to just preach your faith, but
you even ging it.”

During these days there were many sick to attend to.
Then there was the school. About sixty of the very brightest
Indian hoys and girls were every day learning new songs
and receiving Instruction in regard to Christian morais.
HEach morning we would give a short Bible study on char-
acter and have prayer, Many opportunities wouid come up
during the day in which we would have a chance to tell the
boys and girls more of what we believed. These leksons
were not logt, but faithfully carried home and retold to the
parents, Thus God’s work continued although the enemies
thought that they were destroying it. Then thers was that
question always in, the minds of the people; Why does not
the priest wish these good people to teach us?

Vigit to Subprefecto

Were the enemies satisfled with what they had done? O,
no! A still harder trial was yot to come. From time to
time word was brought to us that the soldiers were in the
near-by town and that they were coming to carry us off.
Next, word was brought that the subprefecto (he would
nearly correspond to a State governor in the United States)
was on his way here, and that he was going to e¢lose up the
school, Those were hard days. The people were frightened
and our school dropped in attendance from sixty to forty,
and sometimes there were fewer present.

One worning just as we were finishing the opening exer
ciges. of the school 4 woman came running up, and gasped,
“'The soldiers are coming, the soldters are coming! Run,
run and hide! ” When she could breathe easily she sald
that there were about twenty soldiers coming, that she had
seen them at & distance and had run (three miles) to tell
us. Those were exciting minutes, As I look back upon the
experience now, I know that I was afraid, but I think no
one else knew it at ths time.

‘We hardly had time to get the students quieted down be-
fore an official appeared, riding on a big mule, and shouted,
“ Btay where you are, don't let any one move! ” Can 2 man
frozen with fear move? That was about the condition of
many of the students, However, by that tilme I had found
a peppermint lozenge, and my saliva was flowing normally,
s0 I stood up and saluted the man. By this time other
officials had ridden up, coming from three different direc.
tions so as to surround us and the town. The first offcial

sald to me, “ You go to the plaza, the subprefecto will talk

with you! *
I not only found the subprefecto but another high official,

. a lieutenant of the army, the priest, and a number of sol-

diers, After greeting the officials, I conducted them to the
house. After a few generalities, the subprefecto, turning to
me, asked, “Do you have an authorization from the govern-
ment £o carry on a schoel in Rosario? ” Upon my replying,
“ 81, 8efior,” he saild, “ Show it to me.” O, but I didn’t have
it in the house; it was in La Paz, in the hands of the direc-
tors of my society. To review that conversation would he
a long affalr. They all talked, and, with the others, the
priest. I didn’t have much to say. -

They left the house and visited the school. Before the
school, the suprete_cto gaid T was a spy: that I was there un-
der false pretense.  The priest agked the older boys, “ ‘Where
are your digcharges from army service?” thinking to break
up the school by taking the boys off to the army; but they
had nearly all served their time. Seeing that didn’t work,
he began a titade upon me and the other Protestants. He
told the boys that he would not marry any one who was a
member of the school, neither would he baptize and name
their babies. :

In the afternoon the subprefecto callsd all the people to-
gether., He said to them, “ This gentleman has no authority
to he carrying on a schooi here, 1 will give him eight days
to deliver in my office his authorization: if at the end of
that time he hasg not done so, the doors of the country are
open to him, and I will see that he is put out.”

The Closing of the Church

Next the priest went to close the church. The church
heils hegan to toll, I do not think that thers is a more
mournfal sound in all the world than the tolling of these
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bells for the dead. The priest, dressed in his white robes,
stood at the church door and read the following notice:

“ Prevencion

“Por drden de & Uitmo. Sefior Obisbo de la Didcesis
queda cerrada la Capilla del Rosario, mientras se retire ia
secta Protestante establecida en ests localidad.

“Calacota, Deciembre 32 de 1920.
“ Bl Parroco
“ Néstro Jiméenes .
The tranglation reads: ‘
“ Warning

“ By order of the' most high iord bishup of the diocese, the
church of Rosarlo remains closed until the sect of Protes
tants located In this locality shall withdraw themselves:”

O, how some of the women cried! ‘I'he thing rings in
my ears as [ write about it. They fell down at the feet of
the priest and begged him not to ciose the church, but he
turned to them and denounced me again, telling them that
I wag 2 bad man, tbat because they had let me come ingo
their midst the bishep had closed the churech, and that
until they put me out there would be no church services for
them, neither marriage ner baptism. While he was taiking
to the women (there were but few), who continued to
.ery and beg, the soldiers were pasting the notice npon the
church door, while others were nalilng the two big doors
ghut with a horseshoe. Still the bells tolled on

Return to La Paz

Again we must jeave for La Paz to meet the requirements
of the subprefecto. However, my wife stayed inh Rosario
and continued the school work., Again the national repre-
sentative, who had now been re-clected, presented our dif-
fienity before the president of the Junta de Goblenno. Be-
cause of poiitical unrest we were held up nearly a week.
Then such a victery! We were referred by our friend, who
is now president of Bolivia, to the minister of government
and justice, Secretly he had toid the minister that it would
be a favor to him If he, the minister, would give us the
authorization we wighed,

Behoid us in the office of the minister of government!
(He corresponds to a member of the President’s Cabinet in
the United States.) We were fortunate to have with us that
Methodist missionary who has from the first shown such
ah Interest in our work. The minigter sald, “ Gentlemen,
tell me your story.” ‘Then our friend, who is a native of
the country, in the most forceful, pelite Ianguage, told him
all that had passed. I wish that you might have seen the
minister’s eyes snap as he teld him how the subprefecto
had calied us sples, even after we had shown him our
American passports. When the story wasg finished, he gaid,
“ Now, what do you want?”

“ F‘Irst." gaid our friend, “ we wigh you would notify the
subprefecto that these people are not apies and that they
have authorization for their school” T wish ¥ had a copy
of the telegram that was sent to the subprefecto, but it was
read to us befora it was sent. It told the subprefecto some of
his duties toward foreigners and the work, Our friend
eontinued, “ These people would iike to take with them an
officia] writing from you that wili show ail that they are
working under their rights in carrying on a school and
rellgious propaganda.” We were then given a paper that
set forth relfgious liberty princivles about as well as a
Seventh-day Adventist could, further teiling the authorities
that peither we nor our Indians were to be molested. Tt
zleo gave us authority to ecarry on our Sabbath meetings.

Second Return to Rosario

How the peopie rejoiced! Wo were able to begin the new
year aright, and the first Sabbath of the year we organized
pur Sabbath schoel, “ Do the people appreciate their re-

ligious freedom? ” you ask? A copy of cur Sabbath school
eghart for the first two months of 1921 will answer this gues-
tion in the fewest words.

Members Total

Sabbath Members Present Vigitors  Pregent Donations
1. 79 79 3 g1 $3.00
2. 100 90 1 91 7.96
3. 119 99 0 99 6.60
4. 134 117 2 119 T.55
5. 144 128 2 128 8.10
. 153 110 2 112 3.4b
7. 162 123 b 128 13.60
8. 177 157 2 159 8.30
9, 187 138 3 141 9.20

18, 201 174 4 178 9.50

Last Gabbath we vresented the subject of baptism. Al
wish to be baptized, They are now keeping the Sabhath,
and the majority have been for some time. They have
given up their ajcohoi and the worship of images. They do
not attend the services of the Catholic Church. We hape
that in the near future many of them can be baptized and
join the church, Is it not wonderful what (God hath
wronght? ‘REID B. SHEPARD,

Devotional Meetings for August 20
Topic: Sharp Rickies for Harvesting.
Senior
Song Service. '
Prayer,
. Secretary’s Report.
. Roil Cali: What an Education Means,
Symposium: The Pathway to Service,
Talk: Go to College!
. Round Table: I'll Find a Way or Make One,
. Cloge by repeating the Pledge in concert.

Junior

. Song Service,
. Prayer,
. Secretary’s Report,
. Superintendent’s Talk: The Missionary Volunteer's
Ladder.

b. Dialogue: The Pathway to Service,

6. Talk: How Minnie Got Ahead,
4 7. lgteadmg Sharpened Tools. See Instructor of August

or
8. Ciose by repeating the Pledge in concert,
Plans and Suggestions
Alm today to inspire every Missionary Voluhteer in your

society to get a Christian education., A few years ago a
childhood friend said to me: “0, 1 am so sorry I dld not
get a college training.” He realized, when too late, his
irretrievable loss., Some travel on through lide without
sensing deeply their loss, but the loss is theirs just the
same. May the Mis&lonary Volunteers i your society be
awakened now to the importance of a Christian education,
and then may they arise in their spiendid strength as young
men and women and say with unswerving purpose:x “I'11
find a way or make one,”

Riackyoard Motio—

X3 A
L'

O b

Are Your Topls Sharp?

*

Special Senior Notes

Roll Call: What an Bducalion Means.— The woek before
ask each member to come to meeting prepared to respond
in the roll calfl with cne good quotation on education, The
Testimonies abound in them, See also “ Bduecation,” * Coun-
sels to Teachers,” “ Christ’s Object Lessons,” ete. Make
your educationai secretary responsibie for working up a
roll call that will be a strong appeal to prevare for gervice.

Symposium: The Polhway to Service~— This can be made
a very interesting diajogue. Have ali taking part seated on
the platform, each one representing the person whose testi-
monial he gives. Let one memher act as chairman, The
chairman should make a few introductory remarks. For
instance, he might explain that he had called them together
to study how to interest the young people im education,
and ask each to express himself hriefly on the vajue of an
education. A few remarks may be sandwiched in between
the testimonials. Inciude in the symposium Blder White's
exberience in getting an education., See “ Life Sketches ” of
Eider and Mrs. James White, pp. 12-14 (edition 1880). If
ofte or two of the glder church members can mest with you,
agsk them to take part in this exércise. Have them tell
briefiy what value they place on an education, If some of
your young people have finished coliege, they could profitably
take part in this symposium by teiling what caused them to
go to school, how they went through school, and what the
training means to them,

Talki: Go to College! — Ak the one who gives thig talk
to remind the young'people that if some 0f them cannot go
away to school, they can enroll in our Jargest denominationaj
school and take a course by correspondence. Address the
Fireside Correspondence School, Takoma Park, D. C. .

Round Table: I'tl Pind o Way or Make One—~— Encourage
every one to take part. Ask each one to tell of some one
who found or made a way to obtain an education, and to
speak of his own purpose in preparing for life’s qutles.

Go to College

Brmwp from birth, but possessed of a guiet determination
to find a way fo obtain an education, or hiast phe through
the mountaing of impossibiiity, Alfred Losinskey, aged nine-
teen, recently passed the entrance examinations and became
a freshman in Fordham University, New York City. Coura-
geousiy facing obstacles which to mosi of us would seem
insurmountable, this ambitious young man is pushing bis
way through the darkness, with the definite intention of
finishing his course. When he applied for admission to the
university, he found that he Jacked the three years of Greek

-5
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required. Did this discourage him? No, indeed! Immedi-
ately he set to work, and with the ald of his sister, and in-
tenge application and concentration on his own part, he
accomplished the seemingly impossible —mastered in less
than three months, three vears’ study of one of the hardest
ancient languages.

The young student uses the complex Braille board in the
study of his legsons, An assignment is read to him, and
S with an instrumment resembling a thick needle he punches
a series of holes through spaces in the board, then with
deft fingers touches the perforations and recites what has
been read,”” In this way he readily takes notes during lec-
tures, having invented a gystem of shorthand all his own,
which enables him to keep pace with the forty-eight others
in hig class.

Who ean doubt that Alfred Losinskey will complete his
college course creditably, or accomplish any other task io
which he sets his hand, so long as Providence grants him
life and health? Te has grasped the great truth that sduca-
tion is the chief handmaid of success, and he possesses
those essential, though possibly old-fashioned, attributes of
pluck and perseverafice which use difficulties as stepping-
stones {o higher attainments. The word “impossibie ” is
not in his voeabulary. Is it in yours?

Have you been thinking shout going to schooi? Have
you been wishing that the way would open at the touch of
gome fairy wand? Do not be satisfied with merely longing
for the fulfilment of your hopes. Determine to unlock the
door of. opportunity for yourself. You can do it if you will
It will take hard work, and sacrifice, perhaps, of many a
material comfort, but the result will be well worth the
eifort. .

A young girl in the South was very anxious o go to col-

lege, and asked her brother for the money to pay her way.
“Unless you can go on a nickel, I can't afford to help you,”
he replied, tossing her a coin. The plucky girl took the
five-cent piece and bhought some calico, from which she
made a bonnet, which she sold for twentyfive cents. She
igvesbed the money in more cloth, and her husiness grew.
Finglly she decided to raise potatoes, and invested her sav-
ings in this venture, doing all the field work herself except
the plowing, Several years passed, but she never lost sight
of her goal, and do you wonder that a girl with such de-
termination was graduated with honor from the college she
attended? Later she took a mwedical eourse, paying all her
own expenses, and 18 now a successful physician, And it
all began with a nickel!
" The Master needs your besi seif — your prepared self —
{n His work. No college or academy can perform miracles,
but the training you obtain there uncovers concealed powers
and reveals hidden gifts. In the classroom, on the campus,
and through association with fellow siudents, these natural
powers and normal faculties are developed into a fine state
of ugefulness, It is the duty of every Chrigtian to secure
as thorough an intellectual training as possible, that he
may prove a good steward, worthy of the talents which
have been intrusted to his keeping. Loas B, CLEMENT.

The Missionary Volunteer’s Ladder !

A TADDER I8 2 very common thing, but also very useful
‘When in a city, we usually see the workmen using it in
building, in painting houses or signs, But when we think
of the country, we see a large orchard, a fruit tree, with a
Iadder for those who wish to gather the fruit.

In 2 dream Jacob saw a ladder that brought comfort to
hiz heart, We see him leaving home for fear his brether
would kill him. The night comes on, and he is alone in the
desert, homesick, afraid, and sin-sick. He finds a stone to
use as a piliow, and weary with the day’s travel, fallg asleep,

But he forgets that he is on the earth as he sees a won-
derfuyl ladder, reaching from earth to heaven, with muiti-
tudes of shining angels going up and down. And then the
voice of Jesus tells him to be of good courage, and promises
never to leave him, but te bring him home again,

11t a biackboard ls avaliable, draw three 1adders, onhe leaning
agalasl a tree or_a houge, the second wlth the names of the seven
virines mentioned In 2 Teter 1:5-7, and the third that may be
completed durlag the study. With suggestions from the children,
write names on the seven rounds. Doubtlees the list should con-
tain the following: home: church; Bahbath school; Misslonary
Volunteer Scciety; edueation; goed books; eompanlons,

And when Jacob awoke, though he did not see the iadder
and the bright angels, he was comforted, and felt the pres-
ence of Jesus and the angels with him, as he continuned his
journey across the desert,

Then the Bible speaks of another ladder not made with
hands. Peter names these seven virtues by which we de-
velop character as we ascend the Christian ladder.

Now the Master has given the children and youth a lad-
der to help them. But we must use every round or we shall
be hindered in our work for the Master, or find when it
is too late that we have missed an important round in the
ladder given to s as we climhb heavenward,

Of course, Christian education has a part in our ladder.
But we all know that simply being a pupil of a church
school will not give us an enirance into the kingdom, though

it ig one of the means our Father has provided to help ns
on the pathway of life, .

Many of you are working for the Master, and it is in
the church school that we learn to help others, Would we
not think it strange, i a young man who wished to become
a4 watchmaker should spend years in a stockyard, thinking
that this would help him in his lifework?

8o if we are to spread the news of the doen return of
Jesus (o this earth, we must attend schools Where we may
talk and study about Him, and then we shall be ready to
2o forth and tell others the giad tidings.

We are to remember that we are citizens of a heavenly
country, residents of a city whose builder and maker is
God. In our schools we learn the laws of this country, and
while on earth we meek to become acquainted with the
One with whom we hope to spend eternity. And as we play
and work together, we know that we shall play and work
in our future home, a3 the Bible tells us that the strests
shall be filled with boys and giris at play.

It will not be long hefore Jesus will returd for His chil-
dren who have loved Him during their earthly iife. So
each day, let us remember the ladder that if dsed, round by
round, will help us to prepare to welcome Jesus when He
returns, ELoISE F, WiLLiaars,

How Minnie Got Ahead

Ur in a great loft where a large number of girls were
handling big piles of shirt waists, warked Minnie. She
was only one of a dozen, the same size and age; yet Min-
nie wag so different. You would notice it right away as
Soon as you stepped into the large room. The others were
doing their assigned tasks, using their hands and feet, not
their heads, Minnie sat apart at a desk all her own. She
was using her head.

You might think it gueer that Minnie should be in such
a responsible position. She was bookkeeper for a wholessle
shirt-waist firm, while others plodded along on a dead level.
But if you knew, you would understand,

“How did you learn to keep books, Minnie? " you might
ask, “Didn't it take a lot of hard studying?”

And she would answer you, “I did siudy hard. T began
taking a course in hookkeeping at night school when 1 was
twelve, and I never missed a class, 1 didn't like it very
well at first, but I made up my mind that [ would understand
every bit of it. I would learn it, hecause you see, I wanted
to do something lgetter than ajways work with my hands
while pthers did my thinking,”

Then you would leok with new admiration at the girl and
ask, “But didn't you make mistakes? Didn% vou find it
hard in & real office when you were go young?”

And again she would answer, “ Yes, it was hard, but I kept
right on learning more about my business. Soon I ghall be
able to take an examination to become an accountant.®

And you would open your eyes in surprise at plain little
sixteen-year-old Minnie. Almost involuntarily you would
exclaim, “But how does it happen? What makes you w0
different from those other girls who are just using their
hands year in and year out?”

This time Minnie might let you peep into her heart as
she answers: “You see, I looked a long way ghead. I no-
ticed tjxat some grown-up women were doing just what
young girls could do. ¥ made up my mind [ was going ahead.
And g0 1 decided to prepare for it. I studied my hbooks
and got my lessons because by so doing I was getting ready
for the next step up. Many girly just do what they have to
and drift along, with the hope that some day thoy’il drift
into & golden shore, And they don’t— not very often.”

Dear Juniors, are you mastering your lessons hecause
they wlll help you to get ahead in God's service, or — he-
cause you have to? Hagrmgr HoLr.



The Pathway to Service

[The friends contributing these paragraphs were asked
to angwer the following guestions:

1. What ingpired you to obtain an education?

2. How did you obtain it? -

3, What has it meant te you?

Surely their testimonies will be an inspiration to those
who study them. |

NeITHEE. 0f my parents had an academic or a college
education, but my brother, severaj years my senior, was in-
spired by a magnetic public school teacher to go to college,
My brother’s example doubtless influenced me to desire a
college education. After my parenis accepted the third
angel’s message, the ideals of the church seemed to demand
a Christian education for the development of Christian
character and as a preparation for life’s work, My desire
to become a Christian worker was one factor that led me to
college and kept me there till I had finished my course.

My father paid my college bilis, and ¥ helped him on the
farm most of my vacation.

A training in a Christian school has meant everything
to me. It gave me proper ideals of life and opened before
me a vision of life’s possibilities. I feel that the years

_ spent in coilege, in the study of the word of God, history,

science, and language, and in the association with strong
Christian teachers and students, were like the condensa-
tion of years of experience jnto a short period of time.
They put me in touch with the world and human affalrs,
past and present, in such a way as nothing else could have
dons. As I look back over the twenty-three years since
I left college, I feel that I owe much to my Alma Mater.

M. E. KerN,

Sec. Misstonary Volunieer Depariment,

TLike many other boys and giris, I went to school at first
because I was sent. In other words, my mother had the
vision. Then, too, it was customary for young people to
go to school, therefore I wanted to go. I obtained an edu-
cation gufficient to secure a certificate, and began the work
of publie school teaching when I was seventeen years of
age, The great needs of the world opened up more and
more hefore the Seventh-day Adventist peeple, and I, with
the rest, began to see a vision of what our children might
be. A great longing to return to college came over me, and
after being out of schooi for eight years, I retoraed in
order to prepare to work for our own children. I remained
there till called upon to take up the work of my choice.

When I returned to school, I was responsible for my
awn expenses. But thanks to my mother, I had been taught
economy, and so I could well get along without many things
which the young women of today deem essential.

You ask, “ What has it ‘'meant to you?” It has given me
the joy of having an opportunity to come In close touch
with hundreds of our children and young people, and of
seeing many whom I have called mine, filling places of
regponsibility in our own and other lands. The teacher
does not have to wait till the future life for all of her
reward. Some of it comes through the words of apprecia’
tion from former pupils who say, “ You inspired me to reach
out after the noble, the pure, and the true, You infused
me with a desire to be useful in saving others”™ 8till
more comes by observing the work done hy her former
pupils, Mzsg. Frora H, WILLIAMS,

Asst. 8ee. Educational Department.

God planted an insatiable desire in my heart to obtain an
education. My godly mother also enconraged me to go to
college and get an advanced education. Early in life when
I was given up by the physicians to die, she promised God
that if Fe would spare my life, she would dedicate me to
His service. God answered her prayers for my deliverance,
and ever afterward 1 kept the service of God before me as
wy ideal. This ideal prompted the necessary preparation.

I had to finance myself all the way through school.
Father wished me to be a farmer, and hecause I refused to
work on the farm after I was of age, and left for college,
he withdrew all financial aid. I went to school one year
and taught public school the next, until I accepted the truth.
After that I earned enough each summer vacation canvass-
ing, t0 pay my way threugh the rest of the year.

Tt has meant everything te me to be forced itn depend
upon myself instead of having some one else furnish me the
sinews of war. It has put whatever mettle I have into my
character. I saw some hard days of trial and severe test,
hut they were stepping-stones to richer and better experi-
ences and brighter days. C. 8. LONGACRR,

Religious Liberty Secretary.

My eager desire to be of service in the Advent Movement,
and m¥y recoguition of the necesalty of being thoroughly
prepared in order to be able to render the best service, led
me to geek an education. L . :

. My parents, who were engaged i’ foreign mission work,
were not prepared to render me much financial help, so T
set out to, make my way through school.hy my own etforts,—
working in a printing office, picking cotton, éanvaeging, ete.

- my four-year college course by my own efforts,
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The education thus obtained in classroom, in sehool ac-
iivities, and in practical worlk, under the direction of Chris-
tian teachers, has made it possible for me to contribute a
measure of serviee, 0. M. Jowun,

Asst, Sec. Educational Depariment.

The desire to be an efficient worker in my Master’s cause,
inspired me to obtain an education. i

The most of my education has heen obtained in the
“ Uriversity of Hard Knocks.” That which was obtgined
in school was earned by working patienily and untiringly
in the eanvassing field during vacation, and at other kinds
of legitimate work during the school term., The experi-
ences obtained in the canvagsing field I prize very highly,
as they kave glven me a substantial foundation wpon which
to build my life-work,

My education has given me 2 larger vision, enabling me
to see the world’s need, and has helped me to focus my
powers upon an assiguned task in this movement.

C. V. LEACH,
Sec. Home Missionary Departmendt.

What inspired me to obtain an edueation? First, an
inherent desire to obtain knowledge, and iater on & dis-
tifngt dpurpose to prepare mysell for a place in the cause
of God.

During the larger part of my gchool life, I was assigted,
so far as expenses were concerned. During the last two
years, however, I paid my own way by working during the
summer and also by doing stenographic work for the
school during the school year.

An education has meant everything to me; in faet, I can-
not comprehend what I would do without it. I omnly wish I
had had an opportunity of goiag farther in my schocl work.

H. H. CoBBaN,
Agsst. Treas. General Conference.

I wag inspired to obtain an education by the thought that
it would help me to fight the battles of life in a more sue-
cessful manner, would help me to make friends among men
and women of accomplishment, and would give me Ideals
that lead to success. o

In order to obtain my education, I found it necessary
to apply myself to close sindy of books and also to observe
the actions and conversation of others, so that I might
master the practical side of probiems as well as learn the
theory from books., I had to meet all my own expenses in
my efforts to gain an education, :

My training has made it possible for me to take an active
part in God’s cause, and joy has filied my soul many times
when thinking of the fact that I bave been an instrument in
the hands of God for the salvation of others - To see
men and women rescued from sin as the result of effort
that I have put forth, throdgh the guidance and goodness
of my Maker, more than fully repays for the time and effort
glven to the definite purpose that I had in mind.

W. L. Bunaax,
Sec. Press Buredu.

I aiways loved study and school for their own sake, but
when thig truth gripped my life, a new inspiration dlrected
my motives, and I longed to be useful in God’s work. From
that time study took on a new and fuller and richer mean-
ing. Now I studied not merely to satisfy my own selfish
thirst for knowledge, but to be a blessing to others. 'This
vision of life intensified and put new zest into a desire for
a true higher education.

I was eighteen years of age when I decided to attend
college and fit mygelf for a place in the Lord’s work, I
had saved enough from two years of teaching in a public
school to carry me through the first year. Having tasted
the satisfaction that comes from earning onhe’s own money,
I determined not to call upon my parents to foot my bijls.
With the exception of $25 which my brother sympathetically
sent me “ for a birthday present,” T met ail the expenses of
Part of
one year I worked largely for my hoard and room., In the
middie of my course I taught two years in our own schools,
and one summer I canvassed for “ Bible Readings.” My can-
vassing record was inconsiderable when compared with that
made by young people teday, but the six weeks [ spent
netted me $100, This enahled me to purchase clothing and
books and pay my railway fare back te school again. But
this was Insufficient, §o I borrowed money for which T paid
7 per cent compound interest,

At the close of my college course my politieal friends in
the home city, where before my conversion I had taught
public school, offered me the position of county superin-
tendent of schools at a very flattering salary. For a mo-
ment— but only for a momeni— it was almost a tempta-
tion, for I-was heavily in’ debt, and the debt was growing
larger all the time. But at the same time the Foreign Mis-
sion Board was asking me to go to Africa as = teacher, I
did net even know what my salary would be except asg T
might judge from what I had previously reeeived for teach-
ing in our schopls., I knew that on this basis, 1t would be
slow, laborious work paying a debt tHat amounted to nearly
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$1,000. Couid I manage it? I had reached one of the
great turning-peints in my life, I turned to the Lord, I
thanked Him for good health and the assurance of His
presence, and turning my back upon worldly inducements,
I gave myself anew to the work of God * for better or for
worge.” It took nearly seven years of the most careful
economy before I had won the experiemce of “the village
blacksmith * whom Longfellow has immortalized in the
words, .
“He carns whate’sr he can,
And looks the whole worid in the face,
For he owes not any man.”

In more ways than one this was an hour of triumph for
me, I had learned that a student can, with faith in God,
gain an education. I had learned that I could live comforta-
bly, and even pay off & debt, on an average of less than seven
dollars and a half @ week, I had learned that many things
which girls generaily consider essentials are so oniy in
imagination. I had learned how to be contented with sim-
plicity, and I had learned that it Wwas not necessayy to accept

" a worldly position in order to pay off a debt,

t Above all, I had learned how to trust in God, how to know
His leadings, and how to keep an eye singie to my baptismal
vows of unreserved consecration to His work., I believe
thege lessons of faith and self-heip In the school of life’s
experience have been an invaluable part of my training for
gervice. Saran E. Puox,

Asst, Seec. Educational Deparitment.

From a child I loved my hooks, but the chief inspiration
to obtain an education, I recetved from an experience toid
me when a small boy by my mother, She said that when
I was a babe, and ghe first tock me in her arms, she, with
earnest prayer, dedicated me to the work of the gospel as
‘taught by Sevenih-day Adventists, Thigs made a deep im-
pression-upon my mind, and, under God’s blessing, was the
ingpiration which guided@ me fe a large extent during my
hoyhood days,

How did I obtain it? Chiefly from the colporteur work:
There was no scholarship plan at that timse, hut I worked
‘during vacations selilng our hooks. After attending sehool
the first two years, I found it necessary to remain out of
schaol two years to earn money for the finighing of my
course. Six years of colporteur work and four years of
schooling at South Lancaster, was the program,

Under God's Dlessing my education hag meant the answer
to my mother's prayer and the satisfaction to a certain ex.
tent of my own ambition and convictions. My chief regret
hags been that I yielded to persusasion to drop my educational
work at fourteen grades instead of Anishing a college course
as I had planned, BE. R. PALMER,

Manager Review and Herald Pub. Assn.

-Devotional Meetings for August 27

Topic: Being Honest with God.
. Senior
. Opening Exercises.
s Roll Call: God’'e Promises to Givers,
Talk: Should Qur Young People Pay Tithe?
. Reading: One Tenth.
. Reading: * I Belleve in Systematics.”
. Symposium: Belng Honest with God.
Round Table: Does Christ Have Your Purse?

00 1 G UM G2 1D b

Junior
- 1. Opening Exercises,
'+ 2. Reolil Cali: God's Promises to Givers,
- 3. Song: ‘“ A Child of the King,” Christ in Song, No. 514,
4. Buperintendent’s Taik: Being Honest With God.
5. Reading: “I Believe in Systematics,”
6. Reading: Nellie’'s Giff, or the Two Mitts.
structor of August 16 or 23.)
7. Consecration Service.
8. Closge by repeating the Pledge together.

Plans and Suggestions

. Aim today to create a deep dstermination {0 bhe faithful
always in our duty as stewards of our money. Tithe iz a
debt we owe God; but our offerings express our Iove for Him
and His work, One gives according to his love. HEmpha-
312& that it is not gquantify hut feithfulness that the Master

egires, i

Do the stirring words of Arthur J. Brown apply to you
and me? Me says: * No sympathy should be wasted over
the common excuse that people do not have the money that
in required. They have it In abundance, and they prove it,
hy spending it freeiy on things that minister to their pleas-
ure. The evangelization of the world is too important an
enterprise to take what is left, after everything eise has
heen provided for. . . . Shall we work for ouy own enrich-
ment on a vast scale and work for God and our fellow men
on a small one?”

‘When pilanning the program, read carefully, * Missionary
Volunteers and Their Wark,” chapter 17.

(See In-

Opening EBrerclses— Have several good songs on giving.
Foliow this with a few earnest prayers and the secretary's
report.

pRolz (all: God’s Promises to Givers.— Have the foilowing
verses passed out and read in response to names called:
Ps, 41:1; 37:3; Prov. 3: 9, 10; 11: 24; Isa. 58: 10, 11; Mal
310, 11; Luke §: 38; Acts 20: 35; 2 Cor. 9: 7.

Blackboard Motio——

With the Help of God I Will Be a
Faithful Steward

. Close with prayer for greater faithfulness as stewards,

Special Senior Notes

Sympesium: Belng Honest with God.— Ask different Mis-
sionary Volunteers, perhaps four, to bring two or three
ghort quotations from the Testimonies on tithing and giv-
ing. Assign certain volumes to each individual. Ask each
to search for the very strongest paragraphs he can find on
the subjeet. ’

Round Table: Does Christ Have Your Pursef - This
shouid be a consecration service. Use the helps provided
in this paper for introducing the round tahla. Then ask
each to say something about the subject of stewardship.
The program Is sent forth with the prayer that every Mis-
slonary Volunteer in your society will say from the depths
of his heart: “ With the help of God, I will be a faithful
steward.”

Special Junior Notes

Superintendent’s Talk: Reing Honest with God.-— Show
that God owns the earth, that He requires a tenth as but a
token -of His ownarship, Small rental it is for the pos-
gsession which He gives us! Satan ciaims ownership and
is doing 21l in his power to turn our attention from God to
self. The Christian who returns God’s tenth to Him is but
acknowledging God’s claim to the earth, It is an act hy
which each Christian can remind Satan of his coming de-
feat, It 1s a privilege to show our colors,—that we are
partners with God.

Further thoughts may be gleaned from the articie, “Shounld
Our Young People Pay Tithe? ” Do not close the talk with-
out making a personzl applieation, Children should form
ithe hahit of iaying aside a tenth of their earnings eatly in
ife.

Reading: “I Believe in Systematics.”” — Where advisabie

this gelection can be made Into an interesting dialogue be-

tween Aunt Rachel and Mr. and Mrs. Allyn.

One Tenth
One tenth of ripened grain,
" One tenth of tree and vine,
One tenth of all the yield .
From ten tenths’ rain or shine.

One tenth of iowing herds
. 'That browse on hill and plain,
One tenth of bleating flocks
For ten tenths’ shine and vain.

One tenth of all increase
From counting-reom and mart,
One tenth that secience yields,
One tenth of every art,

One tenth of loom and press,.
Omne tenth of mill and mine,

Ona tenth of every craft
Wrought out by gifts of Thine.

One tenth of glowing words
That glowing dollars hold,.

One tenth of written thonghts
That turn to shining goid.

One tenth! and dest Thou, Lord,
But, ask this meager loan,
‘When all the earth is Thins,
And all we have Thine own?
— The Churchman,
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Should Our Young People Pay Tithe?

HavE you ever wondered if young people should pay
tithe? The dictionary will tell you that a tithe Iz the
tenth part of anything. To give the Lord a tenth of all
pur income, no doubl seems a large snm to many of our
young people who may be working their way through
school, or having to buy clothing, shoes, ete, from & small
salary. No doubt you have often heen tempted to say, “I
am not able to pay my tithe; I wiil wait tilf [ am older, and
have more money.” But let us study a little ag to whether
or not we are instructed in the word to pay tithe, and why
the Lord has made this requirement of us.

God's Ownership

It will help us to undersiand the tithing question better, .

and to see the beauty and hlessing in it more clearly, per-
haps, if we study the relation of all things bere in the world
to the Lord. The Lord has not required the payment of a
tithe because He is impoverished or because He couid not
have ordained some other plan. God having ordained the
plan, we must regard 1t as perfect, the best a God of love
could devise for man. He has made this divine arrangement
as.a blessing to fallen, sinful man,

At the beginning of man’s existence he was put on proba-
tion, and a test was placed before him, In the garden grew
“ avery tree that ig pieasant to the sight, and good for food.”
Adam had unlimited access to all that was in the garden;
he could freely eat of all, except one tree, the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. Of this he was not to eat, on
penalty of death. Not that the iree was not good, but this
free belonged to the Lord. To man was given all the rest,
but this tree the Lord regerved pnto Himself, The test of
obedience. was before man, whether or not he would recog-
nize God’s ownership, and let that alone which the Creator
had reserved for Himself. Man failed in this test. MHe
sought to use that which the Lord had reserved to Himself,
that which was not man’s, Ag a resuit, sin, with all its
train of terrible consequeuces, was Introduced into the
world, and required as an atonement the life of the spotless
Son of God.

In the tithing question a like test, since the fall, is placed
before man, whether he will recognize God’s ownership of
ail that is in the world, or disregard the Lord’s rightful
claim and selfishly use that which the Lord has reserved
to Himself.

Man in this world i8 oniy a steward of the Lord’s goods.
He owns nothing. “ The earth Is the Lord’s, and the fulness
thereof; the world, and they that dweli therein.” Ps. 24: 1.
“ Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the Lord’'s
thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is.” Deut.
10: 14, ‘“Every heast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle
upon a thovsand hills. 1 know all the fowls of the moun-
tains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mins. If I were
hungry, I would not iell thee: for the world is Mine, and
the fulmess thereof.” Ps. 50:10-12. “The silver is Minre,
and the gold is Mine, saith the Lord of hosts” Haggal 2: 8.
The Lord owns ali. The cattle and pouliry on our farms, the
money in the bank or in our purses, the ore of the mine,—
all are His; and when we give to Him, we but return for
Him to use that which He already owns. Ali being His, He
has a right to say how much He wants for His work, and to
designate how and to whom it shall be given., Man i3 not
a proprietor, but a steward, to whom the Lord has said,
“ Oeeupy till 1 come.”’

But the Lord has set apart a tithe, or tenth, of all unto
Himself as holy, to be used for His work in the earth.
‘“And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the
land, or of the frvit of the tree, ig the Lord’s: it is holy unto
the Lord. And if a man will at all redeem aught of his
tithes, he skall add thereto the fifth part thereof, And con-
cerniing the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of what-
soever passeth pnder the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto
the Lord. He shall not search whether it be good or bad,
neither shall he change it: and if he change it at all, then
both it and the change thereof shall be holy; it skall not
be redeemed.” Tev. 27: 30-33. ’

Mark that the tithe is * holy unto the Lord.” The Sab-
bath, or one seventh of time, is holy. Similar language is

uged regarding the tithe and the Sabbath. Both are gald
to be koly. This should have great weight, especially with
thoge who keep the Sahbath. And just as it is a sin to
regard the Sabbath as a secular day and use it for our pwn
gain, in liké manner it i3 a sin to regard the holy tithe as
common, and use it for our own pecuniary gain. It is a
very grievous sin for man to take that which is holy and
use it for hiz own selfish purposes, We do not “give” a
tithe, We cannot “give” that which we do not own., In
return for all that God gives us we recognize Him as Cre-
ator and owner of all, and place in His treasury that which
He claims as holy. '

Commended by Christ

It is quite evident that the Baviour did not in any way
change or abridge the sacred obligation of paylng tithe.
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypoerites! for ye
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted
the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and
faith; these ought ye to have dolie, and not to leave the
other undone,” .

“Thesge,” that is “ judgment, mercy, and falth,’ the
“welghtier matters” of the law, ought ye to have done,
but not to leave the “other,” paying tithe, undone. The
Pharisees were particular in this matter, tithing even the
smallest garden herhs;: but Jesus d\id not say they were too
particular. He did not tell them that it was of no impor-
tance, that it was a part of the types and shadows which
were soon to meet their autitypes and pass away. He did
not Intimate that the Lord was not particular in such smal}
matters, Far from it. Tndeed, He said that it was an obli-
gation that they should not Jeave undone. In what stronger
language could e have enforced the strict payment of tithe
than in the language here used? Surely if seribes and Phari-
seos should pay tithe, those who believe in Jesus as thei}r
Saviour, and who are looking for Him scon #o return in the
clouds of heaven, should do so. And that which Jesus says
we are not to leave “ undone ” cannof be left undone, except
at the peril of our souls. .

It is, of course, true that complying with any of the sacred
duties enjoined in the Scriptures cannot of itself commend
us to God, but our obedience must be the fruit of living
faith. If in doing the things commanded, we pass over some
‘ welghtler matters” of the law, the rebuke of Christ applies
to us. Yet nevertheless, while rebuking the Pharisees for
what they bad not done, He said that the paying of tithe
is one of the things they were not to * leave undone,”

. Why Ordained

Paying tithe is ordained of the Lord for our good, the
same as all Hig commandments, God is iove, and He never
requires us to do anything except what is best for us in the
development of characier, He does not ask us to pay tithe
because this iz the only way by which funds can be pro-
vided to support the laborers who carry the gospel to the
ends of the earth. The Lord could make gold nuggets out
of the stonmes, or rain gold from the skies, with which to
finance His work. But e chooses a better way. He insti-
tuted the system of ilthes and offerings becanse this was
the hest way to heip His people.

The tithing system is our friend and bhenefactor. The
heart of man is deceitful and covetous, The love of money
is the root of all evil. The evil lurks in each one’s heart. To
help proud, grasping, covetous man to gain the victory
over the covetousness of his heart, the Lord in His wisdom
and love established the tithing system. Through, this
means$ we recognize God as a pariner in our business. In all
our affairs we must reckon with Him. We must determine
how mueh is His share, and how much is ours, He is the
source of all our income. He gives us all we have, but re-
quires us to returnt to Him one tenth. This He says is holy,
and to be used for the advancement of His work in the
earth. The remainder is ours to use for our needs, and
from which to make offerings to His cause. Instead of
regarding the tithing systermy as a burden imposed upon us,
we ghould-see in it a great blessing from the Loord.

The blessing comes to us through our faithfniness in this
matter, and not because we can pay a large sum info the
Lord’s treasury. The woman who ¢ast in the two mites was
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blessed more than all the rest. Then, too, she gave more
than all the rich who cast in large sums. The Lord reckons
the amount we put into His treasury by the sacrifice we
make and not by the exact number of dollars and cents we
give, And when we faithfully return to Him that which
He nas said is holy, the nine tenths whieh we have left
1s worth far more with His blesslug than the entire amount
without Hig blessing. G. B. THOMPSON,

Does Christ Have Your Purse?
“You would better not leave your purse'in your pocket,”

said the minister when leadlng a candidate into the stream

for baptism.

“Elder —" szaid the young man quietly, “1 left it in
my pocket on purpose.
Henceforth it belongs to the same Master that I do, and by
Hig grace He shall control it.”

Have you also dedicated your money to its rightful owner?
Does Christ have your purse? Do not make the gquestion
too general, Put it under the magnifying glass. Here are
a few of the queries that would burst forth from clese ex-
amination:

How much of my money would Jesus spend for clothes
thig year? Am T getting some things that He, because of
Hig deeper love and greater wisdom, would have me do
without, if He held the purse strings?

Wwould He spend money, as T do, for pleasure? He wishes
me to be happy, of course, but dees He approve of the way
I seek pleasure? Would He have me spend more mongy for
pleasure than I de to help others?

How would Me treat the charity calls that come to me?

How much would He give to misgions each week if He had
my purge?

Christ is the best pariner we can have; and how much
we need to live where He can teach us how to be trustworthy
stewards of the money He gives us! He would have s live
so that our lives will explain our profession, and the way

we spend our money 18 one way in which we either honor or
: deny the profession we make. M. B A,

k]

“1 Believe in Systematics’

AUNT RACHEL, & dear old Negro woman, had lived with
Mr. and Mrs, Allyn for years, whether as mistress or gervant
of the establishment, they could scarcely tell; they only knew
that she wag invaluable. She had taken a grandmotherly
guardianship of all the children, and had a velee in almost
all matters that coneerned the father and mother, while in
the culinary department ghejreigned supreme.

Aunt Rachel had strong opinions, especizlly in the matter
of giving to the Lord. “T believe in gystematics "bout such
things,” she emphatically said, and out of her own little
store she carefully laid aside one eighth. “‘'Cause if dem ol
Israslites was tol’ to give one tenth, I'd just like to frow in
a little more for good measurse,” she remarked. Bul the
friend so beloved paid little attention to Aunt Rachels
opinton.

“ The idea of counting up all one’s income, and setfing
aslde a fixed portion of it for the spread of the gospel, and
then calling only what remains one’s own, makes one’s re-
ligion seem arbitrary and exacting., It is like a tax,” said
° Mrs. Allyn one day, “and I think such a view of it should
by all means be avoided, I ke to give freely and gladly of
what T have when the time comes. Money laid aside before-
hand has only a sense of duty and not much fesling about
it besides, what difference can it make go long as one gives
what one can when there ig a call?”

Soon a call came,

“ Oame, unfortunately, at a time when we were rather
short,” Mrs. Allyn said regretfully. “ However, we gave

what we could,” she added. “T hope it will do good, and ¥
" wigh it were five times as much.”

Aunt Rachel shook her head over that cheerful dis-
missal of the subject She shook it many times that morn-
ing, and seemed intensely thoughtful as she moved slowly
ahout her work.

When the ainner hour arrived, hoth master and mistress

secanned the table with wide-open eyes, astonished at the

I want it to be baptized with me.’
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plain and meager fare, 8o unlike any dinner that had ever
before been served in that house.

© “What hag happened, my dear?” inquired thie gentleman,
turning to his wife,

“1 do not know,” she answered with a gquestioning glance
at Rachel. .

“Dat’s all de col’ vietuals dar was—gorry I didn’t have
no more,’’ ghe sald half apologetically.

“ But T sent home material for dinner this moerning” be-
gan Mr, Allyn wonderingly, “and you have nc potatoes
either — no vegetables of any kind.”

“ A body has to think ’'bout it a good while aforehand to
goet a dinner cocked, an’ I thought I'd give ye what I hap-
pened to have when de time come, an’ I didn't happen to
have much ¢* nufin.’”

“No breaq either! ” exclalmed Mrs. Allyn.

“No, honey; used it all up for toas’ dis mornin’, Might
have made mufiing, if T had planned for ’em long enough,
but that kind o’ makes a body feel’s if dey had to do it, an’
I wanted to gei dinner for yer all.out o’ my warm feelin's
when de time come.”

“When a man has provided hountifully for his household,
it seems as if he might expect to enjoy a small share of it
himself, even if the preparation does require a little trouble,”
remarked Mr. Allyn impatiently.

“Cur’us how things make a hody think of Bible verses,”
said Rachel musingly. “ Dar's daf one ‘bout ‘ Who, giveth
ug all things richiy to enjoy; ’ an’, ‘ What shall I render to
de Lord for all His benefits to'ards me?’ Dar! T didn't
pit on dem peaches! ”

“Dat’e all” ghe said, returning with a very few pea,ches
at the bottom of a large basket, “De chillens eat a good
many, an’ dey wag uged up ohs way and 'nother. I’se sorry
dar ain’t no more, but I hopes ye'll *joy what dar is, an’ ¥
wishes twag five times as much.”

A look of sudden intelligence flashed into Mr., Allyn's
eyes! He hit his lip for a moment, and then asked quietly:

“COouldn’t you have Iaid some aside for us?™

“Well, s'pose I could,” said the old servant, relenting at
the tone, “I will nex’ time. Allers thought de folks things
belonged to had de bes’ right to ’em; but I'd heard givin’
whatever happened was so much freer an’ lovin'er way o
servin’ dem ye loves best, dat I thought I'd try it. But it
does "pear’s if dey fared poor, an’ I'lIl have to go back o de |
ol’ plan of systematics.”

“Do you see, George?” gquestioned the wife when they
wele alone aga.in

“Yes, I soe; an object lesson with a vengeance,” he |
answered,

“And if she should be right, and our careless gwing

seam anything like this! ” continued Mrs. Allyn.

“8he is right, Fanny,” he replied. “ We call Christ our
King and Master; believe that every blessing we have in
this world is His direct gift, and all our hopes for the
world to come are in Him. We profess to be not our own,
but His; that His service is our chief business; and yet,-
strangely emough, we provide lavishly for our own apparel,
entertdinment, and ease, and apporiion mnothing for the
interest of His kingdom or the forwarding of His work, but
leave that to any chance pence that may happen to be left
after our wants and fancies are gratified. ¥t doesn’t seem
tike very faithiml or loving service, does it?” 4

There was a long taik over that dinner table,— indeed,
it did net furnish oppertunity for much other employment;
and that afternoon hushand and wife together considered
their expenses and income, and set apart a certain portion
as sacred fo the Lord, doing it somewhat after Rachel’s
plan of good measure.

To do this, they found, required the giving up of some ¥
needleas indulgences and a few accustomed luxuries. But a
cause never grows less dear on account of the sacrifices
made for it; and as these two scanned the various flelds of |
labor in deciding what to bestow here and there, they awoke
to a new appreciation of the magnitude and glory of the
work, and a new interest im its success,— the beginning of
that blessing pronounced upon {hose who “bring . . . ali 4
the tithes into the storehouse.”— Selecied.
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