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April 8 . i Rural Schools
July 16 .. ... Midsummer, for Missions
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The. Bible — An Ispired Canon Selected from
Other Sacred Writings

IN these days of skepticism concerning the word of
Gtod, its inspiration, and preservation, Seventh-day Ad-
ventists should, above all people, so study that which
God hag been pleased to reveal unto us, thai all shall
have & firm foundation for faith in the word of God.

In the *“Introduction” to *“The ddreat Controversy,”
written by Sister B. G. White when this book first came
out in 1888, some very valuable instruction is given as
to how the sacred canon of the Scriptures, including the
Old and New Testaments, was given. A few guotations
follow: .

“mhe Bible points to God as iis author yet it was
written by human hands; and in the varied style of its
different boolks it presents the characteristics of the several
writers, The truths revealed are all ‘given by :nspxra.
tiom of God' (2 Tim. 3:16); yet they are expressed in
the words of men. The Inﬁnite One by His Holy Spirit
has shed light inte the minds and hearis of His servants:
He hag given dreams and visions, symbols, and flgures;
and those to whom the truth was thug revealed, have
themselves embodied the thought in human language.

“The ten commandments were spoken by God Himself,
and were written by His own hand. They are of dlvine,
and not of human, composition, But the Bible, with its
God-given truths expressed in the language of men, pre-
sents a union of the divine and the human. Such a union
existed in the mature of Christ, who was the Son of God
and the Son of man. Thus it is-true of the Bible, as it
was of Christ, that ‘the word wag made flesh, and dwelt
among us,” John 1:14,

“Written in different ages, by men who differed widely

in rank and occupation, and in mental and spiritual en-'

dowments, the hools of the Bible present a wide contrast
in style, as well as’a diversity in the nature of the sub-
jects unfolded, Different forms of expression are em-

ployed by different writers; often the same truth is more
sirikingly preésented by one than by another. And as several
writers present a subject under varied aspects and rela-
tions, there may appear, to the gupetficial, careless, or
prejudiced reader, to be disgcrepaney or coniradiction, where
the thoughtful, reverent student, with clearer insight,
discerns the underlying harmony,

“In harmony with the word of God, H]S Spirit was to
continue its work throughout the period of the gospel
dispensation. During the ages while the Secriptures of
both the Old and the New Testament were being given,
the Holy Spirit did not cease to communicate light to in-
dividual minds, apart from the revelations to be embodied
in the Sacred Canon. The Bible itself relates how, through
the Holy Spirit, men received warning, reproof, counsel,
and instruction, in matters in no way relating to the
giving of the Seriptures. And mention is made of proph
ete in different ages, of whose utterances nothing is re-
eorded. In like manner, after the close of the canon of
Scripture, the Holy Spirit war still to continue its work,
to enlighten, warn, and comfort the children of God.”—
‘“The Great Controversy,” Introduction, pp. 6, 6, 8.

That the Bible itself reveals how other inspired writings’

of different prophets in various ages were not included in
the Sacred Canon, the following notations recently furnished
by Brother 8. N. Haskell,— jotted down for his own use,

— will be of deep interest to Bible students. Carefully
look up the texts given:
Joshua 10: 12-14.  “The book of Jasher " — written before

the book of Joghua; supposed by some to be the same as
tke book of the warg of the Lord (Num, 21: 14); written
by Moses (Ex, 17: 13, 14); the hook out of which Saul
taught the children of Judah the use of the bow (2 Sam.
1: 17, 18). (See Adam Clarke on Numbers 21.)

1 Chron, 29: 29. Nathan and Gad each wrote on the acts of
David.

1 Kings 4: 32, Solomon spake * 3,000 proverbs, from which
ithe 1nen of Hezekiah copied the hook of Proverbs.”
(See Prov. 25: 1.)

1 Kings 4: 32. ¥e wrote 1,006 songs, of which we have 117
verses in the Song of Solomon.

1 Kings 4: 83. Solomoen wrote [“ spake " -—1likely written,
Beel. 12: 107 five books: one on trees, one on beasis, one
on fowls, one on ereeping things, and one on the fishes,
of which we have no record. All these hooks were
“upright, even words of truth.” Eeecl. 12: 9.12,

1 Kingg 12: 22-24; 2 Chron. 11: 2-4; 12: 5, 12. Shemaiah, a
man of God, wrote and uttered important prophecies.

2 Chron. 12: 15; 13: 22. Idde and Shemaiah wrote concern-
ing genealogies.

1 Kingg 16: 1-7; 2 Chron. 1%: 2-7. Jehu, the prophet, uttered
wongderful prophecles, fulfilled to the very letter. e
wrote the acts of Jehoshaphat in the book of Jehu.
2 Chron. 20; 34.

1T Kings 11; 41. The acts of Solomon, written in the “ book

" of the acts of Solomon.”

2 Chron, 3: 23, They are also written in the book of Nathan
the prophet, in the prophecies of Ahijah the Shilonite,
and in the wvisions of Iddo the seer, against Jeroboam,
the son of Nehat.

2 Chron. 15: 1.8. See entire chapter. The prophecies of
Azariah, the son of Oded, and of Oded the prophet of Asa,

2 Kings 14: 24, 256. There are important prophecies by Jouah
which are not recorded in the Bible.

2 Sam. 15: 27. Zadok wag also a priest and a prophet: but
hig propbecies have not come down to us.

2 Chron. 24: 27. In the story of the book of the Kings there
is an important history of whiclh we have no record.

1 Chron, 27: 24, 1In the *chronicles of King David?” is an
fmportant matter concerning the wrath of God against
Idrael.

Isa. 34: 16, 17. There is a wonderful promise in what is
called the ‘“hook of the Lord,” of which we have no
record.
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Beside the above notations by Brother Haskell, it might
be added that only a small portion of the words and good
deeds of Jesus were included in the New Testament, John
21: 25, Neither were all the epistles of the apostle Paul
used by the Spirit in compiling the New Testament. Hph.
3:8, 4, : :

All-rthis makes clear that the canon of the Scriptures
;st'andé forth in a volume by itself, closing with the revela-
tion off Jesus to John on the isle of Patmos. Other inspired
writiigs, written during the time of the selection and mak-
ing up-the eanon of the Scriptures as well as since it was
closed, while none the less inspired by God, yet wers not
included by -Him in this canon, The Bible, therefore,
stands forth, as a complete, authoritative; infallible guide
for all mankind for all time., To it all doctrines, beliefs,
and writings are to be hrought for testing. If they speak
not aeccording to thiz word, it is because there ig no light
in thém. Down through the centuries this Sacred Volume,
the'Bible, has stood the test and has been preserved by the
#pécial providences of God when world rulers sought to
rid the earth of its treasures. Still we have it, muitiplied
ag no other book, full and complete, the rule of faith and
practice — God’s preclous word of life, T, K. I,

Every Church Member at Work

Tare work of Seventh-day Adventists iz clearly outlined
in the word of God. The gospel commission, “Go ye,
therefore, and make disciples,” must be carried out before
their work is finished. The great problem before us ag a
people today, is to arouse the church to know and to do
this work. Kvery believer has been saved with the ex-
press purpose that he should make the saving of other
souls the chief, the supreme, end of his existence in the
world! Christ meant “every believer " to be a soul-winner,

We have the example of the Pentecostal church as to
what is possibie in evangelizing the world. At the ascension
of Christ the whole number of believers did not exceed a
few hundred. In studying the secret of what they accom-
plished, one is led to the conclusion that they employed
'no vitally important method which cannot be used today,
and that they availed themselves of no power which we
cannot utilize, The first coming of the Holy Spirit in
power, was to a prepared People. Xor the church in our
day to recelve the Bpirit in Pentecostal power, there is
need of the same preparation —a giving up and forsaking
of all that h‘inders, an emptying and a cleansing, a thirst-
ing and waiting and entire surrender. A calling out and
separation from the ordinary interests and claims of daily
life, an Intense pergonal attachment to Christ and detach-
ment from the world, are the secrets of Pentecostal blessing.

We repeat, every heliever is ordained first and foremost
a sgoul-winner. Simple though this sounds and easy of
acceptation, it will cost much before it has been mastered.

The missionary problem ig a personal one. Nelson’s
gignal,! “ England expects every man to do his duty,” was
a personal appeal to every man in his fleet. Thiz mission-
ary appeal should reach every individual. As “leaders"”
we must study this problem in this light. One writer ha
said: ’

“To the pastor belongs the privilege and responsibility
of this missionary problem. The chief end of the ministry
oughi fo- be the training of the chureh to take her part
in fulfiiling the great commission. Bach congregation is
meant to be a training class. Hvery believer, without ex-
ception, is to be *perfected’ in the work of ministering
and laboring for those near and far. To inspire and train
and help believers in this, is not an easy thing, The
worker who would combat successfully the selfishness that
is eontent with personal salvation, the worldliness that
has no idea of sacrificing all, or even a part, for Christ,
the unbelief that measures its power to help or bless by
what ii-feels and sees, and not by what God and His Spirit

can work — feels his need of special help, and much study
and training”

In this missionary problem there are three important
factors to sindy: The world in its sin and misery; Christ
in His dying love; and the church ag the link between
the two.
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1, We must study the world. Think, -for example, of
gome threer milllon heathen and Mohammedans dying
aevery month, dropping over the precipice in the gloom af
thick darkness at the rate of more than one every second.
Or take gome book that hrings you face to face with the
sin and degradation and suffering of some special country.
Pause and meditate and pray, asking God to give you an
eye to see and a heart to feel that misery., But remember
always, the strongest intellect, the most vivid imagination,
the most earnest study, cannot give you the right sense
of these things; nothing but the Spirit and love of Christ
can make you feel as He feels, and love as He loves.

2. Study Christ’s love. See Him dying for these sinners,
and longing to have them won to Him. That divine love
can only be known and felt by the heart that gives itself
up to it. This missionary problem is a personal one, and
this is especially true of the minister and worker who is
to teaoh believers. Christ's divine power carries on
through His servants thiz work of winning souls to Him.

3. We must study the church —the connecting link be-
tween the dying Saviour and the dying world. It demands
a most complete and unreserved giving up of the whole
belng to live for Christ and for the salvation of the world;
and as light begins to come, the mind is convinced, the-
emotions stirred, and action results. This action must
undouhtedly begin in prayer, then friiit will be seen.

We are told that *our works are not In accordance
with our faith. Our faith testifies that we are living under
the proclamation of the most solemn and important mes
sage that was ever given to mortald. Yet in full view of
this faet, our efforts, our zeal, our spirit of self-sacrifice,
do not compare with the chargcter of the work” The
lesson that the church must learn is that ‘" every follower
of Jesus has a work to do as a missionary for Christ —
in the family, in the neighborhood, in the town or city
where he lives. Some are willing to offer their goods,
but withhold themselves. All are tc be, taughi that a
responsibility rests upon them to devote a part of their
time to going out among their neighbors, ministering to.
their needs and carrying our publications, thus arousing
a spirit of investigation.” .

We are making progress in establishing missions, un-
furling the banner of truth in the dark places of the earth,
and yel we are told that the work moves more slowly
than God would have if, that the members of ocur churches.

must be aroused to put forth meore earnest efforts.

We all recognize in some degree the power of the
printing press and remember that “the world is to re-
ceive the light of truth through au everlasting minigtry
of the word in our books and periodicals”” We are also
told that the ‘“best help ministers can give the members.
of our churches is not sermonizing, but planning work for
them,” and that “ hundréds of men and women now idle
could do aceeptable service,” The world is to be en-
lightened By the bright beams of the light which is 'to.
shine forth from the pages of our books and papers.

If each worker will encourage every member to use
our literature freely, and to engage in this work of min-
istering to neighbora, we shall soon accomplish our work
and reach the * better langd.” Lazzie M. GREGG.

Ir the hill back of Nazareth could give forth its secret,
if the lake of Galilee could tell what it witnessed, if the
desert places around about Jerusalem could tell their story,
if the Mount of Olives could speak out and tell us what
transpired there, they would all tell us, more than anything
else, of the prayer-life of our Lord. They would reveal itg
intensity, its unselfishness, its constancy, its godly fear that
made it irresistible.—John R. Moit.

THE morning is the gate of the day, and should be well
guarded with prayer. It is one of the threads on which the

" day’s actiong are strung, and should. be well knotted with

devotion. If we felt more the majesty of life, we should be
more careful of its mornings.— Spurgeon,
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PHome Missionary Department

THE PLACE OF THE BIBLE IN THE
LAYMAN’S MISSIONARY MOVEMENT

Suggestive Program for the First Sabbath
Home Missionary Service
(To be held April 1)

OreEnf¥a Sond: “Give Me the Bible,” “ Christ in Song,”
No. 498,
Respongive Seripture Reading: Ps. 19: 1-14, “ Christ in
Soeng,” No. 970,
Prayer.
Migsionary Secretary’s Report for March.
Song: “ Thy Word Is Like a Garden,” * Christ in Song,”
"No. 402 (may be sung as a solo, or given as a recita-
tion by a Junior), ‘
Topie: “‘The Place of the Bibie in the Layman’'s Mission-
ary Movement,” by the church elder or leader,
Secure names of all who will engage in Bible work, and
appoint a leader of the Bible workers’ band.
Offering for Church Missionary Supplies.
-Closing Song: “ An Open Bible for the World,” * Christ
in Song,” No, 482.

Note to the Leaders

A wealth of material is furnished for uge in conducting
this missionary service, and while it cannot all be used
in the one service, the leaders can choose from the articles
that which they can use to Dbest advantage. We would
suggaest that the article on “Personal Bible Bvangelism,”
furnished us by BElder J. L. McConaughey, be used as the
basis of the service. For the intersst of the young peopie,
it might be well to conduct a brief Bible exercise, based on
“ Interesting Facts Concerning the Bible,” having different
ohes prepared to give these facts as called for, The reading
of the article entitled, “A Beautiful Palace Open to All”
might be of interest and help the chiidren and youth to
regard the Bible in a new light. We trust the leaders
will refer to the “ Back to the Bible Campalgn * and secure
a large number of orders for the new Bible Study Series.

Personal Bible Evangelism

Eveny sincere Chrisiian will. be a Dpersonal evangelist.
Svery Seventh-day Adventist should be a personal evan.
gelist; for are we not God's elect, chosen at this particular
fime in the world's history to do & pariicular work for
Him? And when wé accept His name and unite with
His people, does not this act in itself place us on record
before men and before God as His workmen, willing and
anxiousg to do His will? If this is our desire and our
program, there should be no hesitation on our part, as
opportunities arise, to speak a word, or read ‘a message
of cheer and comfort to those whose heart is heavy with
the sing, cares, and heartaches of this world.

When we speak of personal evangelistic work, we mean
individual work for individuals.— talking, studying, pray-
ing with the pedple; meeting them face to face and in
heart-to-heart touch., ™Mo engage in the distribution of
our truth-fllled literature, or in some form of Christian
help work, or even to write a missionary letter, is not
quite o difficult as to do this personal work. Profession-
alism comes to our rescue and helps ug carry out the
first-mentioned activities. Bui when it comes to a heart-
to-heart tallr, or a Bible study, where the hungry soul is
anxious to be fed with the bread of heaven, such a sgitua-
tion demands that the worker possess a personal experi-
ence in communion with God whichk wiil uneonsciously
appeal to the heart of the listener and lead to conviction
by the Holy Spirit.

Personal evangelism is without doubt the superlative
. degree, the highest phase of Christian service, [t requires
more than ‘professionalism. It calls for the pogsession .of
the pewer and the spirit of the Master. Personal, heart-
to-heart work was Christ’s method of soul-winning. Here
and there Hé sought out the individual, and passionately
pleaded for his soul. Picture Him as He conversed with
the woman from Sychar at Jacob's well, as He talked with
Nicodemus in thal secret inierview by night, and as He
met tbe poor demoniac on the other side of the sea in the

‘to-house work in the homes of the people.

country eof the Gadarenes. Not only was Jesus a per-
gonal worker, but those who associated with Him, in-
spired by Hig life and example, became ardent personal
sourl-winners, The nature of their personal service is
degeribed ag follows: “They assisted in arranging the
people, bringing the afflicled ones to the Baviowr, and
promoting the comfort of ail, They watched for interested
hearers, explained the Seriptures to them, and in various

“ways worked for their spiritual benefit.” - The Desire

of Ages,” .p. 349. It was this same spirit of personal

. ministry manifested by the helievers in the apostolic

c¢hurch which eaused the gospel to be rapidly extended
beyond the confines of Jerusalem, BSurely God's people
today cannot afford to overlook this effective personal

ministry, which has been so fruitful in all the ages.

The spirit of propheey places strong emphasis on this
particular form of endeavor. I quote the following ghort
paragraphs:

“0Of equal importance with special public efforts is house-
In farge cities
there are certain elasses that cannot be reached by public
meetings. These must be searched out as the shepherd
gearches for bis lost sheep, Diligent, personal effort must
be put forth in their behalf. When personal work ig neg-
lected, many precious opportunities are lost, which, were
they improved, would advance the work decidedly. As
the result of the- presentation 6f the truth in large con-
gregations, a spirit of inguiry is awakened, and it is espe-
cially important that this interest be followed up by per-
sonal labor. Those who desire to investigate the truth,
need to he taught to sludy diligently the word of God
Some one must help them to build on the sure foundation.
At this eritieal time In their religious experience, how
important it is that wisely directed Bible workers come to
their help, and open to itheir understanding the treasure
house of God’s word.” — “ Tegtimonies,” Vol. IX, p, 111.

“ Many workers are to act their part, doing house-to-house
work, and giving Bible readings in families.” —Id., p. 141

“ Among the members of our churches there shouid be
more house-to-house labor, in giving Bible readings and
distributing literature.” — Id., p. 127,

“Our work bas been marked out for us by our heavenly
Father, We are to take our Bibles and go forth to warn
the world,” — Id., p. 150,

Qur misgionary program cannot be complete without
maintaining a strong, .systematie effort in Bible work by
the laity. The members of our churehes must not be
gatisfied to respond to the various calls to help in the
circulation of our truth-iiled 'literature, or to do Christian
help work of all kinds, without being prepared io follow
up this work by giving Bible studies wherever opportunity
ig offered. This is a part of the work of our church mem-
pers which eannot he passed to one szide to await the
coming of a minister or a conference Bible worker. I is
the binding off, the development of the seed sowing, and
much of our missionary effort has failed because of lack
in this respeet. As an example, 1 will state that some
time ago my attention was called to a church where the
memhbers had been distributing Present Truth regularly
month by month in about a thousand homes In the com-
munity, for more than a year. No definite results were
apparent, however, and the church members were begin- -
ning to feel discouraged. The conference home missionary
gecretary vigited thiz church and took in the sitnation;
but instead of agreeing with the church members that
it was time to stop the literature effort, he suggested that
it was quite time to put a thorough follow-up effort into
operation. This secretary and one of the church members
speni a day and & half calling at the homes where the
papers had been faithfully left for so many months, asking
the people if they would like to have the papers con-
tinued or stopped. Out of three hundred homes visited
in this iime, two hundred requested that the papers be
econtinued. In a few weeks, seven families were having
regilar Bible studies. 'This gave the church members
renewéd courage, and they continued the work., They are
just beginning to enter into the joy of their labovs, ang
a rich harvest of souls awails them.

In every church there should be a bard of members
gludying how to give Bible readings and how to condnct
cottage meetings, so that when opporiunities come — and
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they surely will-—as a result of -the systematie eircula-
tion of our literature, there will be those who are qualified
and ready to go Into the homes and open up the word “of
God In a simple, conversational manner, and reveal the
truth in its hesuty,

In ehurches where Bible work is belng made an ag-
grassive part of the misslonary activities, excellent results
ar¢ being obtained. One church in the Lake Union Con-
{ference added twenty-five members by baptism during the
first nine months of 1921, as the result of Bible readings
and cottage meetings held by some of the members. Early
last wspring, another church organized & Bible workers’
clags, Some of the members began giving Bible studies
to neighbors and friends, and as a resulfl seventeen were
baptized during the first four or five months of the year,
and at the present time {wenty-flve persons are studying
the Bible with the members of that church. Another
church has added twelve members as the result of Bibhle
work. Many other such instances might be mentioned,
In none of the churches mentioned iz there a pastor or
conference Bible worker. The lay members have caught
a vision of what can be accompiished through the study
of the Bible in a quiet, neighborly way, and have giadly
congecrated themselves for this service, and availed them-
selves of the general help and instruction which they
could obtain. As an example of how thls Bible work is
done, we refer fto the experience of a brofther in one of
our cities, who is a barber by ifrade. He works from fen
to twelve hours a day in a large shop, and each evening
of the week, when there Is not some kind of church service
which he should attend, he gives Bible studies, Right of
hig readers were baptized during the first five months of
1921, and in a recent conversation he stated that he was
holding Bille readings with fifteen other personsg, This
man has a genulne burden, and is a real personal soul-
winner,

Personal Bible evangelism {s a phase of activity which
must be sirengthened in all our ehurches, We are glad
to see an awakening coming in this direction. Truly we
must be entering the time of the great reformatery move-
ment describad by the servant of the Lord, as follows:

“In vistons of the nlght representations passed before
me of a great reformatory movement among God’s people.
. Hundreds and thousands were seen vigiting families,
and opening before them lhe word of God, Hearts were
convicted by the power of the Holy Spirit, and a spirit of
genuine conversion was manifegt, On every side doors were
thrown open to the proclamation of the truth. 'The worid
seemed to he lightened with the heavenly influence.” —
“ Pestimonies,” Vol. 1X, p. 128,

0, that the effects of this experience may be felt and
manifested in every community where there is a Seventh-
day Adventiat church! 'That church which makes per-
sonal Bible evangellsm a strong part of its program, will
be the church that will accomplish great things for God.

J. L. McCoNAUGHEY,
Home Miss., Sec. Lake Union Conf.

Making Opportunities ‘

‘As Mrs, Wilson looked out of her window one morning
in summer, she saw hew neighbors moving into the house
next door. Belng a zealous worker for the spread of the
message, her first thought was, Here iz another opporiu-
nity to give a knowledge of the truth. Her first chance
t¢ be neighborly came one morning when she was gather-
ing some fresh vegetables from her garden. As her
neighbor, Mrs. Qsborn, appeared in the next ward, she
greeted her pleasantly, and calling attention to the vege-
tables gathered, said that she had more than she could
~use, and wouid ‘like to share them with her. This was
the beginning of a friendship which ripened as the days
went by,

‘Mrs. Osborn proved to be a woman who read a greal
deal, and who was greatly interested in current events of
the day. In conversation Mrs, Wilsen made use of this
apparent interest to inquire if ghe understood the meaning
of these events as indicated in the word of God, Mrs.

Osborn expressed surprise that the Bible predieted any-
thing to take place In this age of the world, and Mrs.
Wilson suggested t{hat together they make a gtudy of the
Bible and find out Jjust what it does say about the
times in which we llve, This suggestion was at once
agreed to by Mrs. Osborn, and as the different Hnes of
prophecy were unfolded during the Bible studles which
followed, she became more and more surprised o0 see how
accurately they are being fulfilled, and was greatly im-
pressed- with the fact that we are living in the wvery last
days.

Mrs. Wilson was also a zealous worker in the Harvest
Ingathering campaign. In her firsl day's work she came
in contact with a young woman in poor health and very
despondent, and taiked to her for some time about the
near coming of Christ and the realities of the new earth.
As the invalid listemed to the words of her vigitor, and
caught a vision of better things, she exclaimed, “Q, I do
wish I really knew that Christ was coming soon!” Mrs.
Wiison was very glad to promise to return and help her
in studying the Blble, so she could find the precious
promises of the Baviour, and from the predietions in the
word of God see for herself in the events of the day the
signs of the near approach of the Saviour. ‘This young
lady in a short time accepted the fruth; and the truth so
changed her thought and life that her health improved, and
her friends marveled at the transformation wrought,

This was not all Mrs, Wilson accomplished in the Har-
vest Ingathering campaign, She found three other per.
sons willing to study the Bible with her, and before an-
other eampaign cameé around, these were all rejoicing in
the truth, and were ready to help in the campaign alse
One of these converts gathered more than $100 in the 1921
campaign. ‘Wag thls sister’s work worth while? These
results reveal some of the fruit, but there Is much more
which will not be revealed until the great harvest time
when the Lord rewards His servants.,

Ag Mrs, Wilson engaged in the Harvest Ingathering
campaign and met persons who seemed to be eapeeially
interested, she kept thelr names and addresses, and later
vigited them again, leaving copies of Present Truth. In
some cases, this follow-up effort increased the interest and
afforded openings for DBible studles; in others, it de-
veloped that the readers did not eare for more literature

One nelghbor caused Mrd, Wilson much anxiety, for all
efforts fo approach her had heen unavalling. She did not
forget to pray for this nelghbor, howsever, and at the same
time watched for her opportunily. It came at last, when
there -wasg' a sick child in the family, As the .little one
was suffering greatly, Mrs., Wilson was able to bring re
llef by the application of a few simple treatments. The
mother’s heart became very tender, as she realized the
sympathetie, helpful inlerest of her nelghbor, and she
agked Mrs. Wilson what was the real” meaning of the
term ‘“ Beventh-day Adventist,” and what made the mem-
bers of her church so different from other church people.
Mrs, Wilson gave her the meaning of the demominational
name, and asgked if she wounid not like to sludy the Bibie
regarding the prophecles which are being fulfilled at this
time.

This was a very agreeable éuggestion, 50 & suitable
time was chogen, and Mrs. Wilson took her Bibkle and
prophetic chart to ‘the home of her neighbor. TFrom ex-
perience she had come fo realize that the chart creates
an interest and helps a persen te keep the subject in mind,
As Mrs. Wilson gave out the texts, her neéighbor would
turn to them in her Bible and read them. As they pro-
gressed in the study, the beautiful fruths of the Bible
gstood out so clearly that the neighbor was delighted, and
said she did not know that the Bible was so interesting
and easily understood. She requested Mrs. Wilson to
come and give the same study when her husband was at
home, for she was sure he would Dbe delighted to hear it;
and she als¢ had some friends she would like to invite in.
Of course if wag a pleasure to Mrs, Wilson {o respond
to this larger opportunity to teach the trutl, and thus
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the way was opened for a work which bad noi beeh an-
ticipated at first. At the close of that flrst Bible study,
aiter a few words of earnest prayer; Mrs, Wilson and her
hard-to-reach neighbor parted, cach fceling that the pres-
ence of the Lord had been very near and that His blessing
rested upon them.

Such blessed minisiry is possible for every one who W111
take the time to study and watch for opportunities. It is
not difiicull to find persons’ willing to study the Bible.
More are willing and anxious to understand the Bible
than we imagine. Often ecircumstances arise which create
a desire for Bible study where before there wag none.
Let us watch for souis as they that must give aeccount.

' Mgrs. R. I KEaTE.

Chariotte, N. C.

Interesting Facts Concerning the Bible

The Old Testament:

The middle hook of the Old Testament is Proverbs,

The middle chapter iz Job 29.

The middle verse would be 1 Chronicles 29: 17 if there
were a verge lesg, and 1 Chronicles 29: 18 if there
were 4 velSe more.

The shortest verse is 1 Chronieles 1: 25.

"The word “ Jehovah !’ occurs 6,855 times.

The word “and” occurg 35,543 times.

The verse Ezra T7: 21 containg all the letters of° the
English alphabet except “4”

The verse Zephaniah 3: 8 contains all
the Hebrew alphabet,

2 Kings 19 is identicai with Isalah 37.

The New Testoment:

The middle book 0f the New Testament is 2 "T'hessa-
lonians.

"Phe middle chapter wounld be Romans 13 if there were
a chapter less, or Romans 14 if there were a
chapter more.

The middle verse is Acts 17: 17.

The shortest verse is John 11: 35,

The word “and” occurs 10,684 times.

The Whole Bible:

the letters of

0ld 'Pestament New 'festament Total
Books 39 27 66
Chapters 929 260 1,189
Verses 23,214 7,959 31,173
Words 592,439 181,263 773,692
Letters 2,728,100 838,380 3,566,480

—“ How io Understand the Bible

An Open Letter

Feou one of the experienced and suecessful Bible work-
ers in the dJdenomination, the secretary of the General
Conference Home Missionary' Departmenti received the
following letter. It wag not intended for publication, but
it is such a strong appeal in behalf of “The Place of the
Bible in the Layman’s Misgionary Movement,” that we
cannot refrain from passing it on, in the hope that it will
encourage and inspire to greater activity in Bible work.

“1 am mailing to you copies of sets of Bible-reading
leaflets which we are using in the lay members’ Bible
classes. I find that while our people have a ‘general
knowledge of all these truths, yet they feel afraid of the
Bible work for lacic of ability to form questions; so these
outlinas are arranged in the question form, to help those
who have no experience in questioning. One sister whe
has used these outlines for the past twelve years has
brought a dozen or more persons infto the church. Another
gister in a training ciass begun last fali, foljowed right
behind me and gave each lesson week by week after she
bad heard me glve it to the class, and the result is that
four have jJoined the chureh from her effort. Another
sister who had just been baptized, and who feit that, as
ghe expressed it, ‘she kuew nothing yet’ found a person
who was interested to study the Bible with her. This
gister came to class each week to get the lesson, and she
gave the lesson to her frilend just as she had heard it.
As a result, in ‘three monthg her friend began Lkeeping
the Sabbath.

“In one church which wag all torn with dissensions
and backbiting, and had heen gpiritually dead for a num-

ber of years, I started a training class for just a few sis.
ters whom I could get together, and [ insisted that each
one of these sisters must give the lesson to.an outsider
after she had heard me give it. While we were gefting
started, they dlstributed each week, in a specified district,
copies of the Autumn Leaves- series, searghing all the
whiie for any person who might express a desire for
Bible studies. When they had each found an interested
persoh, we started the Bibie class and they began teaching,
Resuit: A new spirit eame into that church, and where
six months ago there was spiritual dearth, now there is
interest, life, and brotherly love prevatling; for each ig
interested in the progress which the other is making in
the work of soulwinning,

“If in all our churches the members would take hold
to win souls, what an awakening there would be! I often
think of that one sentence in the Testimonies, to the effect
that there is to be am awakening from the dead. Our
people are giving of their means for the winning of soulg
in ‘the misgion fields, and now if to this gift of means
they would heartily give cach week time and serviee for
personal work, we should see the work finished in a very
short time, and a church triumphant in the grace of
Christ over every besetment.

“In one church several of the young people are using
these outlines, and giving readings regularly. The resulg
flrst seen is in the spiritual tone of these young folks, and
their love for the church services, and willingness 1o earry
burdens. OGufgsiders marvel at their gkill in handling Bible
truths, and their joy in service grows. After a member
once gets a taste of this work, he begins to feel as if a
real responsibility rests upon him as well as on the
preacher. ’

“] hope that the Bible work by lay members will ex-
tend, and when persecution scatterg our people, they will
go everywhere preaching ‘the word with power. Wiile

‘wonderful things are going on in the world, the higgest

and most wonderful of all is the work of thig remnant
church in gathering out of all nations a people who will
trinmph most gioriously in earth’s darkest hour. May the
Loré richly bless all yonr efforts toward advancing the
layman’s movement in all our churches, and thugs hasten
the great day of deliverance.
{Signed) * Jenxic L. IBELAND.”

N. B.— A series of outlined Bible Studies, similar to
those referred to by Sister Ireland, has been prepared by
the General Conference Home Missionary Department and
can be ohiained through the tract societies at a very small
cost,

A Beautiful Palace Open to All

Tae Bible is a beautiful palace built up out of sixty
gix blocks of solid marble--the sixty-six books. In the
first chapter of (Genesis we enter the vestibule, which is
filled with the mighty acts of creation. The vestibule
glves access to the law courts,—the five books of Moses,
-— passing through which we come to the picture gallery
of the historical books. Here we find hung upon the walls,
scenes of battleflelds, representations of heroic deeds, and
portraits of eminent men belonging to the early days of
the world’s history. Beyond the picture gallery we find
the philosopher’s chamber-—the book of Joh, passing
through which we eunter the music-room —the book of
Paalms, where we listen to the grandest strains that ever
fell on buman ears. Then we come to the business office
——the book of Proverbs, where right in the center of the
room, stands facing us the motto, “ Righteousness exalteth
a nation, bhut sin is a Teproach to any people.”” XIrom the
business office we pass into the chapei,— Hcelesiastes, or -
the preacher in hig pulpit,— and thence into the conserva-
tory — the Song of Solomon, with the Rosze of Sharon and
the Lily of the Valley and ail manner of fine perfumes
and fruit and flowers and singing birds. Finally we reach
the observatory — the prophets, with their telescopes fixed
on near and digtant stars, and all directed toward “the
Bright and Morning Star,” that was soon to arise,

Crossing the court, we come to the audience chamber
of the King-——the Gospels, where we find four vivid,
lifelike portrails of the King Himself. Next we enter the
workroom of the Holy Spirit—the Aects of the Apostles,
and heyond that the corréspondence room — the Epistles,
where we see .Paul and Peter and James and John and
Jude busy at their desks: and if you would know what
they are writing abont, their epistles are open for =21i to
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study./ Before leaving, we stand for a moment in the
outeide gallery-—the Revelation, where we look wupon
some siriking pictures of the judgments to come, and the
glories to be revealed, concluding with an awe-inspiring
pleture of the throneroom of the King.— Dr, Martin
Anstey, author of “How to Understend the Bible”

Back to the Bible Campaign
Sivce the cessatlon of the Great War, the spirit of

infidelity, agnosticism, higher ecriticism, and ridicule of .

the inspired word of God has swept over the world like
a mighty tidal wave. It has tinctured every phase of
gobial and political life, it has penetrated our educational
gystems, and found lodgment in the home. 8o mighty
and so far-reaching iz this poisonous fume which is set-
tling down upon the world, that God is placing a burden
upon the hearts of a few leaders in religlous thought —
men of influehce and power — te proclaim a trumpet call
to' people everywhere to return to the fundamentals of
Christianity, to strengthen the bulwarks of defense, and
“ earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the gaints” BEvery Christian man and woman is
needed in the “ Back to the Bible Campalgn,” to stand
in defense of God’s Holy Word, which iz “a lamp unto ™
the feet, “and a light unto ” the path, and t¢ manifest in
his life the vital reality of its prineiples,

As to the proper mannér of defending the Bible, we
agree with the writer who states: “The best way to de-
fend a lon shut up in a cage, is to let him out of it,
He will then speedily devise ample and majestic means
to defend himself. The best way to defend the Bible is
to expound it. If you want to understand the Bible, read
it. If you want to enjoy the Bible, read it. If you want
to study the Bille, take pains with it. If you want to
master the Bible, wrestle with it, If you waut to wield
the Bible, get possession of it. If you want to enthrone
the Bible, let it speak for itself”

Yes, the Bible wilt “ speak for itself” if given a chance.
The same writer continues:

“The Bible ig a plain, honest, straightforward, simple
Book. It is easy to read and easy to understand. It
needs ne learned introduction, no expert scholarship, to
enable us to grasp its meaning. It was written for the
people, and it has not missed its mark. It i8 a people's
Book; therefore a classie. It is an exhaustive work; there-
fore a standard. It readily discloges its secret to men of
pure heart and simple faith, whether college trained or
unacqualnted with the learning of the schools. The pri-
mary requisite: of the Bible student is a sinecere desire
to know the will of God in erder that he may do it
Thé Bible i a revelation of the will of God. Its primary
appeal is to the will of God in order that one may do it.
It was written to be obeyed. Hence the primary qualifl-
cation demanded in the reader is not scholarship but sur-
render, not expert knowledge but willingness to be led by
the Spirit of Ged. Simple piety will feed on the inner
spiritual kernel of Seripture. Pride of intellect will
break its teeth upon its external Iiferary shell. . . .

“The Bible is pre-eminently a manual of life and con-
duct for the layman. In the early days of the Christian
church, as also at the time of the Reformation, and again
in the century following the great evangelieal revival
ushered in by the preaching of Whitefleld and Wesley, the
the real meaning, the true purport, and the actual content
of the Bible were well understood, The Bible wasg an
open Book, ‘understanded of the people’ Lay preachers
abounded. The zospel message was grasped by all and
proclaimed by all. The assumption of the incapacity of
the unlettered layman to ascertain the true meaning of
the word of God, must be resisted at all costs, It is made
by the crafts of the critic no less than by the craft of the
Romish priest. It must be disallowed both in the interest
of the truth itself, and also in the interest of the right of
the laity to assist in the proclamation of the truth, with-
out having to undergo a preliminary course of instruction
in the very questionable results of modern Bible criti-
¢ism.”

The above statements are made by Rev. Martin Anstey,
M. A., in hi8 hook, “How tc Understand the Bible,” and
we ‘heartily indorge the statement that ¢ the Bible is pre-
eminenily a manual of life and conduct for the layman,”
and that it is " the right of the laity” to use the Bible

in the proclamation of truth. God’s word is living and
powerful, Once conveyed on iits mission, it will *“unot
return . void, hut it shall accomplish, and

. . prosper in the thing. whereto” it is sent.

If all whose hearts are in tuhe with the Infinite, who
have “ received the wWord of God . . . not as the word
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
effectually worketh” in them that believe, will make it
a rule of life to interest fellow travelers aleng life’s
journey in this true Guidebook to the better land, theré
can be no guestion as to the fruitfulness of such effort.

Asg a helpful measure in presenting God’s word in its
simplicity and in a manner to-clearly set forth the im-
portant truths due the people at this time, the General
Conference Home Migsionary Department has prepared a
series of twenty-eight Bible studies, so simple that our
lay members in the churches, whether they have or have
not had experience in teaching or presenting the truth to
others, can at least make a beginning in giving .Bible
studies. These studies are printed on separate slips, of
paper, 80 that each subject can be treated by itseif, and
the sheet slipped into the Bible or purse, ready at any
time for directing a Bible study as opportunity may offer.
A small leaflet of suggestion and ingtruetion accompanies
the twenty-eight sheets, 211 incloged in a substantial en-
velope. They can be oblained through the tract societies
at a very small price. )

If every church member will provide himself with thig
helpful migsionary literature; and will aim to give at
least one of the Bible studies onece each week to people
who gladly avail themselves of this suggestion to let the
Bible “apeak for itself,” we shall tend toward meeting
God’s plan for Iis children, as is stated in the words:
“ Many workers are to act their part, doing house-to-house
work, and giving Bible reddings in families.” Begin to-
day, before Yeaving this service, by asking the missjonary
secretary of your church to secure the new package of
twenty-eight Bible studies for each member, And having
prepared the way, God will surely send the opportunity.

. Hoymt MisstoNARY DEPARTMENT.

The “ Higher Critic”

Owi of the most able exponents and advocates of the
“Back to the Bible” campaign which is gaining mo-
mentuny week by week, is William Jennings Bryan, the
noted statesman and orator., In a recent lecture hefore
a large audience, Mr. Bryan said: “TY come to present to
you the Bible as the word of God, and to protest against
the enemies, open and secret, who would lift man from
his knees and take from him his faith in Ged. . . . It
is time that the Christian church should understand what
is going on, and array itself against these enemies of the
church and civilization.” _ .

. In speaking of the present-day enemies of the Bible,
Mr. Bryan referred to the * higher eritic” as follows:

“1 am net worried about the man who declarea that
he is an athelst. He is like one who blows out the light,
I know what he has done, and I can light it again and
express my opinion of the person who blew it out. But
suppose he comes up and says, ‘I beg your pardon: I
am afraid that Hght is 80 near that it will hurt your eyes.
He then moves it back until finally I do not see the ligh
at all, That is the man I am afraid of. ‘

“The higher critic moves the light away, a little at a
1ime, and finally takes it out of sight. There are some
honest friends of the Bible who count themselves higher
critics. These are trying to make the Bible suft the men
who are criticizing it. But a head is worth little except
to find reasons for doing what the heart wants to do.
‘Out of the heart are the issues of life’ There is not a
thing that a wieked heart wants to do that an intelligent
brain cannot find a reason for doing, The higher critics
who are trying to please such men, are attempting the
impossible tagk of suiting the Bible to a skeptical hrain.
The brain that is controlled by a heart that has love and
faith in it, does not need to be converted to the Bible —
and no other kind can be converted to it. If I understand
the average higher critic, he is an egotist who thinks him-
self above the Bible and looks down wupon it. He puts
the Bible upen an operating table and cuis out what he




regards ag the diseased parts, When he gets through, the
Rible {8 no longer the Book of books; it iz just a ‘acrap
of paper.’ It is like a case where the surgeons perform
an operation on a person and report it successful — bui
the funeral i held next day. I have not become suifi-
ciently artistic to separate the word ‘successful’ from the
gurvival of the patient.

“The higher critic does not think of the survival of
the Bible —it is a suceessful surgical operation if it
takes cut everything that he does not believe in. He does
not act ke a physician who is trying to understand
anatomy in order to apply healing remedies; he is rather
like the assassin who examines the body to find the place
where a blow will be fatal”

Ap the men and women in our churches engage more
pxtensively in Bible work, they should be fortified by an
intelligent understanding of the premises upon which the
* enemies of the Bible ” work, and while no attempt should
be made to enter into argument with these opposing forces,
it is well to have convincing statements by men whom
they must recognize as prominent leaders, to refer to in a
conclusive manner., Many ignoragnt persons pride them-
gelves on being * higher critles” of the Bible, when they
have no real undergtanding of the Bible or the basis of
gso-called “higher criticiem.” Buch people require .the
most slkiiful handling by God’s workmen, and much study
iz needed that we may rightly divide the word of truth
for their needs. .
HoMmr MissioNARY DEPARPMENT.

. More Bible and Less Topic

THae Bible was given by God. The topics for our prayer
meetings were made by men., Thig is not to disparage the
use of toples; they serve a useful purpose. Only when we
take them out of their subordinate place and push them
into prominence ahead of the Bible itself, de they work
mischief, . . ., A topiec is a handle to God’s message. It
ig merely a condensed statement of what is in the Seripture
passage selectod for uge in the meeting, It is a brief,
handy summary —a sort of label stuek on the outside "of
the package, that'we may divine at a glance what blessings
for us are within. Now the contents of a package are al-
ways mere valuabloe than the label. Tlhe message in a letter
is worth more than the address on tiie envelope, however
orhate the penmanship. So the message of God in the

. Scripture passage i8 the main thing for the meeting, and

the topic is of secondary importance. . .

A prayer meeting with too much topiec and not enough
Bible is like a farm on whileh some one should try to sub-
stitute moonlight for sunlight. Moonlight is zood for skat-
ing, and drives, and walks, but for raising corn and wheat,
and for all the vltal processes of life, moonlight would be
a poor gubstitute for sunlight., Let us have the sunlight
first in our praver meetings, and after we have got God’s
thought then it is time enough to have men’s thoughis on
God’s thoughts, This is an age in which we are using too
much peptonized gpiritual food; too many of us are getting
our knowledge of the Bible at second hand, through books
of daily devotions, ‘. and the “meditations” of others
in published form. We need to get more of the Bible at
Arat hand, and less of men's thoughts on God's thoughts;
meditate ourselves, be devout without a model There is
too much of the canning factory in our modern religious
life, and not enough of the garden and farm, . , . The
vital thing in the leader is to get as many as possible to
feed on the word of God. *Tell me what you eat and I'll
tell you what you are,” hag its spiritual counterpart. No
diet of pretty quotations from popular religious authors
will make strong spiritual bhoartbeats come out of the
prayer meeting, If the bread of life is overlooked there.
— “New Life in the 01d Prayer Meeting,” pp. 7377

“ Wz can talk all we pleage about the need of early praver
and meditation — the Morning Wateh — and the henefits to
be oblained from the Morning Waich and the duty of keep-
ing the Morning Wateh, but of what use is it unless we
actually keep it? Are we going to?”
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Reading Course Assignment for the Month of April

First Week

“ Acts of the Apostles,” Chapter 13.

Special Study: Paragraphs 3 and 1, pages 125, 126.

Review: (1) How did Paul’s changed attitude affect
(¢) the Jews? (&) the disciples? (2) What natural quali-
fications did Paul possess for suecessful leadership? (3)
‘What preparation for Christian service did he obtain in
Arabia?

Becond Week

“ Acts of the Apostles,” Chapter 14,

Specigl Study: Paragrdphs 1 and 3, page 140,

Review: (1) What may we learn from the experience
of Dorecas as to God's regard for humble, faithful Chris-
tian ministry? (2) What assurance is given that Heaven
is acquainted with the history ‘and business of men in
every station of life? (8) What fundamental principles of
Christianity were explained in Peter's sermon in the home
of Cornelius? (4) For what class of workers does God
call today?

Third Week -

“Acts of the Apostles,” Chapter 15,

Special Study: Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, pages 153, 154,

Revigw: (1) Although little is said in the Scriptures
concerning the life-work of the apostle James, what tri-
umphant death did he experience? (2) Why was ‘Peter
as a prigoner the cause of so much anxiety to priests and
elders? (3) How did God answer prayer in his behalf?
(4) Of what should Christians have a better under-
standing?

Fourth Week

“ Acts of the Apostles,” Chapter 16,

Bpecial Study: Paragraphs 1 and 2, page 158,

Review: (1) What representation of the gospel exisied
in important centers beyond the limits of Palestine?
(2) What progress attended the gospel work in the me
tropolis of Syria? (3) What is the great need of God's
cauge today? (4) What characteristic of true church re-
lationship must exist in order to give to the world the
glad tidings of salvation?

SPECIAL. ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Layman’s “ Big Week ” in Behalf of the
“ Missions Press Extension” Fund

By the time this paper reaches our readers, the Big
‘Week effort for 1922 will be well under way. We trust
that your church has carried out the “ Promotion Day”
program of March 11, and that a large literature order
has been sent on to the tract soclety from your members,
to be used in the Big Week, which begins April 8 and
ends April 14. Do not forget the gpecial Big Week Ieaflet
which is to be handed out to the ehurch members at the
Home Misgionary service, April 1. Last yvear the Lay-
man’s Lift raised a large portion of the total Missions
Press BExtension Fund, which has already accompiished
great thingg in the mission fiélds.

The General Conference

Tar fortieth session of the Genéral Conference of Sev-
enth-day Adventists is drawing near, and from many
churches there will be an exodus of bhelievers wending
their way to San Francisco, Calif., to0 be present at the
opening session, May 11, This Conference will be a time
when (God’s people will assemble from all over the world,
and when many serious problems and stern realities will
he considered and solved under the leadership of the Holy
Spirit. There are always many who must remain -by
the home tasks, but who follow the delegates and visiters
with heartfeit interest and prayers. Not until the grand
reunien in the kingdom of God will it be possible for
there to be 2 complete representation of all who are of
one heart and one mind in Christian fellowship. But this
reunion is nearer now than ever before, It may be that
“a few more years shall roll, a few more seasons come,”
hefore “ we shall meet the loved who now are sleeping in
the tomb” and be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet our Lord in the air; but it cannot be long.
So let all take courage and be faithful to the allotted
task.

Those who are unahle to attend this important gather-
ing should subscribe for the General Conference Bulletin.
which will give a complete daily report of the Conference,
and will constitute the next-hest thing to being there in
person. Do not fail to place orders with tract societies

at once.
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Missionary Yolunteer
MDepartment

. Devotional Meetings for April 1
Topic: Making the Sabbeih a Delighi.

Senior

1, Song Service,

2, Repeat in Unison the Fourth Commandment.

3. Prayer.

4, Recitation: “The Best Day of All” (See Imstructor
of March 21 or 28.)

6, Study: “Reform in Sahbath Observanee.” (8ee * Tes-
timonies for the Church,” Vol. VI, pp. 353-366.)

6. Talk: “Rememher the Sabhath Day - {or What?"
(See Instrnctor of March 21 or 28.)

7. Recitation: * Doeeg It Matter?”

% Talk: “ How to Spend Ideal Sahbaths.”

9. Responses.

10. Close with prayer for better appreciation of Sabbatb
happiness,

Junior

1. Song Service.

2, Repeat in Unison the Fourth Commandment.

3. Prayer,

4, 8pecial Song, .

5.'Supi3irintt'endent's Talic: “Making the Sahbath a De-

g i1l
6. Recitation: “The Best Day of All” (See fnstructor

. of March 21 or 28.) .
7. Roll Call: “My Sabhath Program.”
. Btory: “ Buddy, the Leader.”
. Close with prayer.

Special Senior Notes

Fifty-two Babbaths each year —that is one seventh of
every ome's life. Surely the question of the best way to
spend ail this time is one of great importance to each one
of us, .That iz the question before this meeting,

We take our Sabbaths for granted, and so do net half
value them., We do not realize their vast possibilities for
mental growth, for spiritual uplift. We uge our Sabbhaths,
most of us, in a careless, haphazard way, without system,
without planning, without conseeration. I.et us change all

+of this. Let us take this giff of each new Sabbath and
make it truly a priceless blessing —a real delight, 1t
1s part of the wonderful hlessings hestowed upon man by
the Creator. It can he made a delight for time and
eternity.

1f. some practical society endeavor ean be obtained from
this program, i may be the means of restraining some
and "gulding others to spend the sacred day as it should
he -gpent and as God commanded,

Under No, 9 are given gingle thoughts and illustrations
that! can be used either as responses by the members or
ag parts of the talks of the main speskers. Ii used hy
the members, hand them out hefore the meeting and ask
the members to give the paragraphs with additional ideas
of their own. If your pregram is well presented, there
should naturally arise a stronger determination to use the
Babhath day as God intended that it should be used,

The maiter glven under No. § is most importent, coming
as it does from the servant of the Lord, There is much
material in “ Testimonies for the Chureh,” in “ Counsels
to Teachers,” in “ Gogpel Workers,” and in “ The Desire
of Ages’ on the keeping of the Babbath.

Let the matter presented he from a positive, .helpful

. angle, and not supercritical or scoldlng, it is only through
individual cenviction that the life can be changed.

Additional Bible study can Dbe found in the following
references:

The Sabbath: Gen. 2: 3; Bx. 16: 23; Ps 118: 24; Matt.

12: 1, 8; Heh, 4: 4.
. Keeping the Sabhath: BEx. 20: 8;
Neh, 10: 31; Isa. §6: 2; 58: 13.
Day for Good Deeds: Matt, 12; 12; Mark 6: 2; Luke 6: 6:
~ John 5:9; 7:23; 9:14; Acts 16:13; 27:2; 18: 4,
Day for Worship: Deut. 12: 5; Ps, 84: 4: Aects 3:1.
The Lord’s Day: Mark 16:9; John 20: 19; Aects 20: 7;
1 Cor. 16: 2; Rev, 1: 10

‘ Special Junior Notes
Superintendent’s Talk: ' Making the Sadbbath o Delight.”
-~ Have you ever traveled over a desert? In crossing this
counitry there are many weary hours in which the eves
see only barren wastes of sand bearing clumps of spiny
cactus, How welcome the first sight of green hilla!  Just
so Sahbath should hring a genuine delight to our hearts.
How can the hoys and girls make it such a delieht?

[i=Re

31:156; Deut. &§;12;

God answers that question in the very first word of His

commandment,— “ Remember,” That doesn't mean that
just as the sun sets Friday night we should suddenly wake
up to the faet that it is Sabhath and remember it for twenty-
four hours, .

Suppose the governor of your State should say to this
society: “ I am planning to meet with you the fifteenth of
April” 'There wouldnt lie a single memher who would
forget it. What is more, every one would begin planning
right away just what he would do, and hy the time the
governor arrived every hoy and girl would be properly
dressed and ready. Bvery Junior would he there, and he
would expect to have a specinl treat.

The Lord of the universe regerves Sahhath ag Iis special
day. He gays: “My Sahbathg ye shall keep; for it is a
sign bLetween Me and yow” Ex., 31:13. He asks us to
meet Him on that day. If we plan for it, He'll make it
a delight. Boys and girls who love the Lord will love ihe |
Sabhath, and God pourg cut a great hlessing to those whe
delight in the Sabhath., (Read Isa. 58: 13, 14.) Such
promises are given to every person who loves and plans
for Sabbath,

After all, keeping Sabbath here is just a sori of practice
for the Sahhaths in the new earth., There we shall gather
at the New Jerusalem to praise and worship God. And
g0 let ug hegin right now to plan for thal day and use if
as God wants it uged. (Further suggestion may be gleaned
from the Senior program.)

Roll Call: “ My Sadbbath Program.” - Ask the hoys and
girls to write ont a program for the Sahhath to be read
ag their names arve calied, If there are those in the
gociety who are not Christiang, it would he hetter to omit
their names, Impress the fact that only Christians, those
who love God, know how to keep Sabbath. It is a sort of
flag telling every one ito what country we helong. If
thought best, a list of guestiens can he made out and given
te the Juniors to answer:

1. What should we read on Sahbath?

2, Whom should we visit?

3. What music should be piayed?

Similar guestions might open up an interesting round
tahle, -

DOES IT MATTER
If We Break the First Hour of Sabbath?
"Twas only the ¢lothes that I had to remove,
And I thought, Loving God, how could you reprove

For an act, such as that,— for ’twas hardly work,—
And truly ‘tis sin, home duties to shirk.

'"Twas only my shoes that I blacked up a hit, -
And John, all the while, declared I should quit;
Ag if Ged didn’t know how company came in,
And He'll gurely forgive (if the act is a sin).

Yes, i did bake my pie after SBabbath came,

But that wouldn’t praise or dishonor God’s name.
. It’s always the ple, or the bread, or the cake;

But God never sees it, that’s all a mistake.

Does God say to work when the Sahbath is new.
That the thing matters not if we don’t or we do?
And tig sin if we work later on in the day?

Now he frank with yourself, tell me, what does He say?

If it’s elothes, or your shoes, or your cake, or bread,
God’s word says obey---not excuses instead;

God surely will send all the plaguea of the Word

On those who ohey not after they've heard.

"Tig a gin to the God who gave us the law,
To behold in our lives such a hreach and flaw.
He wil} smite with a eurse all who trample it dowu,
. And to those who ohey, give a rohe and a erown.
~— Carrie M. Nichols.

How to Spend Tdeal Sabbaths

Crrist healed on the Sahbath, claiming the $Sabbath
for the service of man. Religious work Is rest, because
it is different from week-day worlk and hecause the joy it
brings i8 itgelf food for the soul No SBabbath shouid pass
without an attempt to do some good to aomehedy. ’

The Babhath is for fellowship. First of all it is home
day. What attention do we give our homes on' Sabbath?
Tt should he the family day, The rest of the week we
are scattered; on Sabhath we ghould get together for some
hours at least.

Some part of an ideal Sabbath should he given to good
reading, The Bihle comes flrst, of course; then gome good
boolk. Devotional books are not sufficiently read. The
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experience of saints is a stimulus. What books have we
found helpful?

" Some time may be profitably spent in writing letters to
the sick, especially to confilmed invalids who are IHiable
to be forgotten. There are topicek enmough. If the invalid
is a church member, there is church news to write; if a
friend, there are always cheering bits of information
ahout other friends to speak about. Then there is room
for a message of cheer and & kind word that will Iead the
thought to Christ,

Hospital visitation, when possible, is an ideal way to
make the Sabbath the Lord’s day. A group of Volunieers
can do thig work, can sing for the patients, visit from
cot to cot, distribute tracts or- good magazines, and bring
with them an atmogphere of good cheer.

An apprecialed service is to write letters for the sick
or the aged on Sabbath. Some of them cannot write, or
write with -difficulty; and they want to send messages to
sons and daughters in distant towhs. They will prize an
offer to write their letters.

If we study the life of Jesus, and see how He kept the
‘Bahbath, we shall know how we ought fo keep it, for
“ghall not the Judge of 2ll the earth do right?”

Summing 1t ail up, we shall find that “hedven's work
never ceases, and men should never rest from doing good.
The Sabbath is not intended to be a period of useless in-
activity. The law FPorbids secular lahor on the rest day
of the Lord; the toil that gaing & livellhood must cease;
no labor for worldly pleasure or profit is lawful upon that
day; but as God eeased His lahor of creating, and rested
upon the Sabbath and blessed it, s¢ man js to leave the
occupationg of his daily life, and devote Lbose sacred hours
to healthful rest, to worship, and to holy deeds. The
work of Chrisl in healing the sick was in perfect acecord
with the law., It honored the Sabbath.” — “ The Desire
of Ages,” p. 207,

A good Sabbath day’s worlt for us 18 to seek out some
triendliess sufferers, as Jesns did, and do what we can to
make lhem more comfortable and happy.— Adapied.

Responses

(See Speelal Seitior Notes on the use of this material
for this program.)
1, An pld woman in New York ity —she ig eighty-
eight years of age-—goes down several flights of stairs
and waliks four blocks to church every Sabbath, Another
woman — to be sure, she is younger, namely, seventy-eight
—travels six mliles every Sabbath to get to the same
church, including a walk of a mile.
The example of these aged ladies is a rebuke to all of
us younger folk. How easy we find it to stay home from
church! Rain-— why, of course we cannot go in the rain,
Tven cloudy weather is enough to deter us, for it might
rain. Cold, heat, headache or “headache coming on,”
toothache (church draughts are proverhkial), backache,
face-ache, “nothing to wear,” too tired, company coming,
company come, company jusl gone, worried to death,
bored to death, can't stand that Jones boy's wiggling,
can’t stand that Brown baby's crying, ean't endure the
way the preacher reads the hymns, can't bear the new
goprano — she flats; went last Sabbath, geing next Sab-
bath, can read the sermon in the Review, lovely day for
an autg ride, reaily need a long walk, must take a rest,
youn know -— why, the reasons for not going to church are
as many as there are Sabbaths in the year, and a few
lefl over,
Then, in the face of them all, those two old ladies In
New York.-— Caleb Cobwed.
2. The dawn of God’s dear Sabbath
- Breaks o’er the earth again,
As gome sweet summer morning
After a might of pain.

1t comes ag cooling showers
To the exhausted land;

As shade of clustered palm trees
‘Mid weary wastes of sand.

3. Christ would have us spend the Sabbath so that we
zain more life, are rested in sgpirit, uplified, regenerated
helped to a nobler life.

4. There is something wrong with our Sabbath observ-
ance if our chkildren draw a breath of relief on Saturday

evening and say, “Well, T'm glad Sabbath is past”
What's the matter with such a Sabbath? )
5. 8ix days are given to material interests. Man needs

ot sdd ot

market reports,

to spiritualize himself by getting into toueh with divine

_interests on Sabbath, His highesi faeuliies need food.

6. To nothing that interrupts the Christian’s communion
with God should a place be given on the Sabbath, There
is mothing sinful in a walk, ‘or a drive in the country;
but, if the walk or drive takes the mind from God, it
should not be taken on Sabbath. There is nothing wrong
in riding in an automobile, but if Sabbath autoing is for
mere Dpleagure, has no real object to help others, takes our
thoughts away from Geod, it is wrong It is really a sim-
ple matter to judge of the right or wrong thing to do on
God's day.

Buddie, the Leader

BeHIND Jack ‘and Dapple came the Brangon spring
wagon, and the Branson family, homeward bound from
Sabhath school, Today the Missionary WVolunteers had
conducted the after-meeting, and the leader had announced
that next week the Jumior scciety wounld give a program
at four in the aflernoon,

Buddie DBranson was the silent member of the home-
going group. Mr. Branson expressed surpriseé at Neighbor
Higley's slowness in putting in hig crop. He believed the
man depended too much upon hired help, and didn’t look ’
after the business enough himself. Mrs. Branson wondered
iIf Mrs. Jowe’s incubator was batching, she knew it was
about time; and, oh, she nearly forgot, would * papa™
vlease stop at Wright's and let her get Mrs. Wright's
recipe for bhutter-scotch pie? Buddie's twin, Tweedie, was
full of excitement over a gopher trap he was planning,
and liltle sister chattered about everything she saw,

“A penny for your thoughts, Buddie,” little sister
challenged.

But Buddie shook his head. His thoughts were not for
sale today.

In the afternoon, Tweedie rushed in, calling, “ Say, Bud,
come guick, I've got one in a hole right now, out in the
yard. You gotta help me! Aw, ma, make him come!*
as Buddie made no move to lay down his book, and only
shook his head.

“ See here! ” his father answered, looking np from the
“leave Bud alone if he wants to read.
Hunting gophers isn’t a Sabbalh job anyway. There goes
the mail carrier. Run down and get my paper.”

“Bud, come on! I'll race you_ down to the box!”
Agzain Bud only shoel his head, keeping his eyes on the
page.

At his father's second order, Tweed dutifully brought
the mait, and the family, with the exception of Budilie,
for the nexi hour were entertained with letters, news-
papers, and household magazines.

“ What’s'the matter with Bud today, al}yway?” Tweed
logked up to inguire. “ He seems to be feeling the weight
of his office something awful, or else he's sick. You'd
think he was president of the Fgreign Mission Board in-
stead of just the leader of the Jjunior society in Morris-
town.” -

“No more of that, son,” his father ordered. Bud isn't
troukling you., If he wanits to be guiet, that’s his busi-,
ness."”

Tlhe rest of the day Bud enjoyed in peace, and milking
time found him with an armful of pails, whistling cheer-
fully, as he went to the barn.

At four in the afternoon, the mext Sabhath, the Junior
society was calléd to order. The fathers and mothers were
all present.

“Our program ioday,” Buddle anncgunced, “is about
Sabbath observance,” There followed then a Bible study,
a reading, a special song, and then Buddie arose, a little
pale, and said, somewhat tremblingly:

“Dear fellow Juniors and all: I've been thinking a lot
on thiy subject,, ang I have heen reading in the ‘Testi-
monies,” t00, and I helieve how we keep the Sahbath is
just as important as that we Kkeep it, The Habbaih is
God’s day. The texts which we have read -this afternoon
show ihat God is very particular about His day. Being
professed Sabbath keepers won’'t save us., The Sabbath
does mark us as different, but being different won’t gave
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ug, either, unless we are different in the right way.
Brother Mason, have you anything to say?”

“Well, of course, I don't know; buf I think,” Brother
Mason responded, rising slowly, “that we oughi to Xkeep
the Sabbath and keep it right; but I don’t think we should

make it a burden. It is suyposed to be a delight Per-
haps gome of the others can say more”’
“Thank you, Brother Mason” Buddie answered, “but

the question is, Whst is making the Sabbath a burden,
and how shall we make it & delight? Ought it to be &
burden to us to spend one day with our Best Friend and
to talk about the things that pleagse Him? Little sister,
do you find it hard to play school With'your dolls? ”

“No, Buddie, I'd rather do it than anything,. It's so
much fun,”

“rfweed, Is it & burden and grief to you to spend a
day snaring gophers?”

*“J ghould say not! ” Tweed responded heartily.

“The thing we love to do,” Buddie coutlnued, “is a
joy to us and never a burden, It would not be hard for
us to forget the market reports and sporting page and all
our worldly affairs for one Dblessed day of communion
with Him, if we loved Him enough, and had truly wor-
shipful hearts. He asks us not to do our own pleasure
on ' that day, but to find our delight in heari-to-heart
vigiting with Him. It is this kind of Sabhath keeping
that will put the.seal of God upon our foreheads and give
ug a place in the new earth at last.

“ Pather, what do you think about it?” he asked,

Slowly Brother Brahson arose, and said: “ Brothers and
gisters, I feel conmvicted today that I haven’t been keeping
the Sabbath, I have been cheating God out of His holy
time, I think and talk about my busginess when I shouid
be feeding my soul with the bread of life. I am thankful
that my boy had opened my eyes, and I, for one, am de-
termined to make the Sabbath a true delight,”

“I've been thiniking ali week about this, and I have
been praying that God would help me to be a real Sab-
bath keeper,” Buddie continued, “and I am wondering
how many wili join my father and me in this regolution

Mrs. Brangon arose, and confessed with tears that the
going down of the sun on Friday had often found her
baking the last ovenful of bread, or scrubbing the kitchen
floor, and that she had often been carelsss of her conver-
satlon during the Sabbath hours; hut she determined that
day to give God His day wholly.

One by one others aroge and ma.de similar confessions
and resolutions.

“ Juniors! ¥ Buddie exclaimed, “how many of you will
take a stand today for true Sabbath keeping? and promise
before God with Hig help to have the true spirit of wor-
ship on His day?”

Every Junior arose, and Tweedle stoocd long enough to
say: ‘“Lasgt Sabbath I tried to get Bud to help me snare
gophers, but he wouldh’t do it. I am glad I have a Chris-
tian brother, and I am going to keep the Sabbath with
him after this” -

Buddic whistled as he and Tweedw carried the milk
pails to the barn, but he said to himself, “I am glad I
am my brother’s kesper,” Ivoxa HiIni.

e

Devotional Meeting for April 8

! Senior

Topic: Can the Masier Depend on Me?

1. Song Service (Suggested — 560, 649, €75, 836, 509, 521,
791, in “Christ in Song”).

. Prayer,

. Reports,

Study: “ The Lesson Before Us "

. Recitation: “ I, H. 8.7

Talk: “The Vertebrate Christign.”

. Talk or Reading: “ Subcaliher Practice.”
structor of March 28 or Aprit 4.)

. Response. (8Bee * Paragraphs.”)

, Cloge with prayer and song.

. Junior
Topic: Hold Up My Fnd.
1, Song Service,

=3 S B b

(Bee In-
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2. Prayer.

3. Reports.

4, Superintendent’s Talk: *“ Hoid Up My HEnd.”

5. Recitation: “ 1, H. 8>

6. Symposium: “Faithful Boys and Girls of Long Ago.”

7. Story: “Falthful over a Few.” (See Instrucior of
March 28 or April 4.)

8. Roll Call; “ What Has the Master Given Me to Do7*

9. Close with prayer and song.

Special Senior Notes

“Phis topie of faithfulness is of real, very real, importance
fo every young person-— every Missionary Volunteer who
ig desirous of building a strong character and a depend-
ability upon which the Master can cotmt as He has in the
lives of disciples, martyrs, missionaries, and ministers.

In developing this program, it is well to remember that
the answer to the query stated in the topic, is found in
the lesson text and In the program. The leader should call
attention to this. Further application of faithfulness ean
be made to the work of the society, to the success of so-
ciety goals, to commiftee work, and to the more trylug
tasks of society endeavor.

Get one of your best reciters to give the poem, “ I H. 8.”

The leader or whoever i3 chogen for the study, “ The
Lesson Before Us,” could well uge the hlackboard or hang
a large sheet of paper on the wall. Draw a cirele, and in
the center of the circle draw a heart. This is the source
of all faithfulness, We gerve well when we love well,
Where our affections are, there our service s likely to be
the most fgithful, Asg the various qualities of faithfulness
are mentioned, such as integrity, perseverance, etc.,, gome
one may draw short lines from the circle and at the end
of each line write in the quality mentioned.

Just before the close of the meeting, attention may be
called to the various spokes -of the wheel of fajthfulness,
They are all a part of the wheel and necessary for its
maintenance and success.

For additional study:

¥Faithfulness in Business: Cen. 39: 6; 2 Kings 12; 15;

% Chron. 34:12; Neh, 18:13; Dan. 6:4; 1 Cor. 4:2;
Heb. 3: 5.
Integrity: Ps. 41:12; Prov., 11:3; 19:1; 206:7; Num,

16:15; 1 Sam, 12; 4; 2Cor 7: 2.

Falthful in God’a Service: Joshua 24: 15 Pa. 56:12;
Acts 2: 42; 2 Cor. 8: 5; Num. 12: 7; 14: 24;'1 Kings 19: 18;
Neh. 7: 2; 1 Cor, 4: 17; Col. 1: 7; 4: 9,

Reward of Faithfulness: Mat{ 24: 456; Rev. 2: 10; 20: 4.

“ Gogpel Workers ” contains much of value in the appli-
cation of faithfulness in Christlan service. See pages 141,
142, 264-270.

Partg Nos. 6 and 7 are hot given as rounded-out talks.
It i3 expected that the Senior young people will add to
these, thoughts of their own, and that they will be ahle
through study to enlarge upon the matter given and so
benefit not only the society and the visitors who listen, but
themselves also.

The paragraphs glven under No. 8 are to be used as seed
thoughts. They are stimulators that the members of the
soclety may use in responding to the topies of the evening.
Each one ghould, in a few words, glve a heipful, concrete
thought, and then exnre=s hig own determination as rega.rf{q
some phage of faithfulness,

Above all things, give the program a spiritual mold, and
impress the need of being faithiul in smalil things for the
realization of a true Christian character and the obtaining
of a reward above,

Special Junior Notes

The topic of the Junior meeting, “ Hold Up My End,” is
already a familiar one, It is one which we hope will mean
much to every boy and girl. The purpose of this lesson is
to show that it means depcndableness, faithfulness in the
little things which come to every boy and girl.

Superintendent's Talk: “Hold Up My End.” — Illustra-
tions from talks Nes. 4 and 7, and also from the * Para-
graphs” provided as seed-thoughts in the Senior program,
will form the basis of an interesting and helpful ialk for
the Juniors, History is full of in¢idents where the pains-
taking thorpughness of a young man or woman has led to
great service. Hold up before the Junlors the importance
of being faithful in the least of the things that come to
them, if it be but minding baby sister., Remind them that
the great God of the universe numbers the hairs of our
heads. No act is too small for Him to notice, Pray and
plan that this program shall help each Junior fo see the
sacredness of responsibility, of doing well the small tasks
that come to him.

Symposium. “ Faithiul Boys and Girls of Long Ago) —
Several days before this program, or If necessary at the
meeting preeeding this one, take a few moments to place
a list of names before the Juniors. Ask each one to be
ready to tell of the responsibiitties whieh these bovs and
girls bore, The following are merely suggestive: Miriam,
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the baby tender; Jogeph, the errand boy: Rachel, the shep- But even Moses could not skip the lower grades; he had

herdess; Rebekah, the water carrier; Samue], the lamp
cleaner, etc. If the Juniors are old enocugh, ask each to
come with the name of some Bible boy or girl who faith-
fully performed his duties, and he prepared-to tell the inel-
dent. If thought best, the superintendent could assign the
names of Bible boys and girls to the older Juniors for
gshort talks.

Roll Call: “What Has the Master Given Me to Dof ™ —
Ask each boy and girl to tell a little of the duties and
burdens assigned him. Lead the Juniors to count them
as blessings, to be performed carefully and happily. A
hearty response on the part of the children is a joy to
the superintendent and a help to themselves. May the
trend of this exercise be, * By God’s grace I'll do my best
right now.”

The Lesson Before Us
"+ Luke 16: 10-13

'OxE word In the lesson text, “ He that is faithful in a
very little Is faithful also in muech™ (Luke 16: 10, A. R, V.3,
may be the amswer to the topic” question. That word is
“ faithful”

That word is of tremendous length, breadth, height,
depth. It is of incalenlable importance. Think of the
other words, each suggesting accompanying 'chara.cteristics
as they present themselves to -your mind,

There is the fourth word in the lesson topie, “ depend.”
‘Pependability Is & prime requisite of a good character, of
guccess in this life or the life to come. There 18 Adelity,
integrity, perseverance, and vision. They all form part of
the picture of faithfulness. Without these parts there can
be no true picture. There is still another essential It is
oftentimes misunderstood, many times dimmed, frequently
lost sight of; 'but it is very necessary. This other thmg
is vision,

The faithful man or woman who is able to catch :3
glimpse of the vision, ean hardly be restrained from ac-
complishing his purpose.

According to an old Fgyptian saying, “ All sunshine makes
the desert, but storms develop the iree)” It is as true in
our Week-daif lives. Storms and stress and test and tmalﬂ
deve]op the moral fiber able to withstand.

Abraham Lincoln had youthful wvision, but ‘for thirty
years he met repeated disappoiniments and failures, At
twenty-one he was defeated for the legislature. He went
into business and failed, and it took him seventieen years
to pay off his debts. He was engaged to a splendid- girl,
but she died and left him broken-hearted. He was a candi-
date for Congress, and failed. 'Later he was elected to
Congresa for one term, but was not veturned. He sought
the appointment of Commissloner of the General Land
Office, and falled. He wag a candidate for the Senate, and
failed. His name was presented for the Vice-Pregidency
with the same result, In 1858 he made hiz famous cam-
paign against’ Douglas for the United States Senate, but was
defeated in the Legislature,

True, he had some minor successes during these years,
but where can you find a man who was s8¢ chained down
by repeated failures? All the while he refnsed to give up,
saying, “ I will study and get ready, and maybe my chance
will come.” Lowell says:

“ He held his place,
Held his purpose Hke a growing tree,
Held on through blame and faltered not at praise.”

Lincoln was faithful to the vision that he had.

Read Genesis 39 and 40 to see how Joseph was being
advanced as a royal slave, and how treachery cast him
into prison. But there he was faithful, until promotion
came.

These heroes of the Bible.— Joseph and Moses and Joshua
and David and Daniel and the three Hebrew characters-—
all excelled in the one great quality of faithfulness, This
showed itself in their ability to perform well the humble
tagks that came to them, They were faithful in the very
Tittle things.

Sometimes, as in the expertfence of Moses, they would
he given their great opportunity without the ijong tutor-
ghip of humble, obedient service In the so-called minor tasks.

T

"to go back to the beginning, and in the fields and plains,

tending sheep, learn the fundamental and primary lessons
of faithfulness before he was fitted to lead armies and win
victories ag a nation’s chief leader,

Someway, in the great plan of character building and
perfection, the grinding *“ blessed-be-drudgery” tasks of
every day are ahspolutely necessary, \

The apostles were humble folks, having served in the
tasks of menial labor and learned the lessons of comcen-
tration and privation. Peter, James, and John, were fisher-
men, and knew somethihg of the long hours and tiresome
work of their trade. Even Paul, the learned, the Roman,
the logician, worked at the simple trade of making tents.

John knew from experience what he was writing about
when he called attention to the effect of faithful service as
a test of greater accomplishment. He stated a world-old
truth that applies as truly to the Christian pathway and to
the building of successful characdters as it does in polities
and business.

We may not be called upon to go to foreign fields, ot to
do some spectacular thing, but we are all admonighed to
do faithfully the work of every day, and having proved our
ability to do this, the call may come to take the greater
responsibility. TUrHAT V., WILCOX

L HS
(In His Kerviee)
Sux had given herself to the Master,
To be trained for His service complete;
And she often looked forward with longing,
To the time when she might become meet
To do something for Him who had saved her,
That was worthy to lay at His feet.

Buf they put her {o waiting on tables,

To the serubbing of floors, making beds,
Even running on numberless errands,

And the washing of blankets and spreads,
Not forgetting a turn in the kitchen

Making pastry,.and stirring up breads!

But she bravely and faithfully did it,
TLooking forward with joy to the day

When she might begin work for the Master,
Though it be in a land far away.

And she gmilingly did what was nearest,
Chafing not at the long, long delay.

Though so busy from inorning till evening,
She had time for a nod and a smile,

And to bring just * a cup of eold water,”
And some blossoms the hours to begnile,

or a lonely and heartbroken stranger,
And to git by her side for a while.

- Ah, I wish she had heard, in the gloaming,
What her Master once whispered to me,
When He stopped to consider her labors,
ATl as full of Hig love as could be —
“Bhe 18 serving Me here just as truly
As she will when she crosses the seal ”
. Mes. J. F. Moskr.

The Vertebrate Christian

A cerTain blacksmith was asked, after his conversion,
why he seemed to have twice as many accidents and trials
as before, “ Didn’t you think that your troubles would be
all over when you became a Christian?”

His answer was to heat a piece of steel and plunge it
into the tempering tub. He examined its color, found that
it would mot take temper, was too brittle, whereupon he
tossed it aside on the scrap pile.

The next piece showed the right eolor when tested in
the tub; and so he heated and reheated it, always plunging
it into the sizzling tub, or firally into a bath of oil, until
it was ready for a carridge spring,

So, he reasoned, when God receives a2 man who has the
making of geod, hard steel, affer he has passed the first
test IJe reheats and cools him He puts stiffness and fine-
ness of temper into him by ha.mmering him and heating
him and cooling him. DBlessed iz the man when God ham-
mers him on the anvil of adversity, as He hammered the

~
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church at Smyrna, until He can say of him: “ Fear nane

of thase things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil

shall cast some of you into priscen, that ye may be iried;
and ye shali have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life,”

There was an old Negro engaged in making a potato
bank. His master told him: * You needw't finish the work
tonight, Ceme down early in the merning”

Olid Jason replied: “T'se gwine finish tonight, massa,
Mebbe frast come an’ kotch ’em. I den't ke to leave
nothin’ tiil she dene,” ‘

Who waa it that said, “The unfinlghed is nothing »?
Surely there i1s an invisible crown in store for the man
who. is8 faithful to the end.

It is told of King Alhert cof Belgium that his soul re-
belled against taking his crewn from his father., He said:
“I wish I couid have won my throne, ag you Americans
say, ‘off the bat’ There i no telling whether I am the
king the peaple would .have chosen, c¢r some one else.”

The . “ vertehrate Christian” 18 in the business of win-
nirg his crown, Which kind of erown would you care most
for? In Paris stand two monuments, the tomb of Napecieon
and ihe modest statue of Pasteur. The great emperor
wears a crown, But in front ¢f the monument of Pasteur
is the relief figure of a little girl rising from her bed,
leaning against her mother; and the mother 18 looking up
with gratitude into the face of Pasteur, while in front of
her the figzure of Death siinks arcund the cerier of the
statue, defeated.

Tlgnere is a chance for every one of us to win the crown
of Pasteur, the crown of him who gives a cup cf coid
water in Christ’s name. William J. Hart.

Paragraphs
THrse shart paragxl'a,phs are designed for use as kernels
of truth. They may he handed out to members, asking
them to utilize them as a hasis for remarks in respense
ta the topic of the meeting. They may also be used as
-{llustrations for the chief speakers as they develop addi-
tional matter in connection with their parts.

1., The Duke of Wellington was once asked why he con.
sidered the British scldiers bhetter than any cthers. He
replied that 1t was because they could hold out five min-
utes longer than any other army. The difference was not
great, but it was very impcertant, Men go looking for the
key to success, they study the historic examples of it, and
they would have expected probably to find the superiority
of the British roldier in something he ate, or seme knack
in hig drilling, or scme iittle trick he had caught about
" his marching gait; hut they would not have suspected that
it ali lay in scmething so ccmmenpiace ags a mere five
minutes longer than.anybody elge.

2, :C‘hnstians ghould bhe iike the needle in the mariner’s
eompass not like the pendulum which within itz limited
range is always geing from one extreme to anather.

3. In some of the religicus communities in France, this
morning prayer is taughtf: “ O Lerd, grant that T may he
useful to some one today.” The dbsire to he faithful in
little things will heip to make us falthful,

4. “ Tents he made, the teacher Paui;
‘Were they large or were they smail?
Were they striped or very plain? -
‘Well I know they shed the rain!
Well I know the cloth wag staut!
Every stitch wag firm, no doubt;
And a tent the apostle made
‘Was a bargain worth the {rade.

“How 1I'd like to see Paul work!
Surely he wouid never shirk.
Surely all the rafters rang
As the cheerful toilers sang—
Stiteh by stitch, and right along,
Sewing seams compact and strang,:
Till he rose at set of sun,

‘With a day’s work finely done.”

5. A Brookiyn manufacturer says that he owes his wealth
to one word, “thoroughness.” When a young man he
ai]ed for Auvstralia, but grew weary of the fnterminable
voyage. He pianned fo leave the vessel at a South American
port and return hoeme; but an old man advised him, “If
you undertake to do a thing, do it.” He took lhe advice,
and * thoroughness” became his watchword, It is a good
motto for committee members.

Devotional Meetings for Apl‘ll 15
Topic: Indie’s Call for Help.

Senior
1. Song Bervice,
2. Prayer for India’s Missianaries.
3. Recitation or Reading: “ A Child Widow’s Plea.”
Instructor of April 4 or 11.)
Talk: “India’s Cail for Help”
April 4 or 11,)
. Report on Forelgn Missicnary Goals.
. Response and Items of Interest About India,
. Leader’s Talk.
. Bpecial Music,
. Close with prayer.

{See

*

{See Instructor of

= R =L

Junior
Seng Service,
Prayer for India's Misslonaries,
. Superintendent’s Talk: “India’s Cail for Help.”
Recitation: “ A Child Widow’s Plea,” (See Instructor
of Aprii 4 or 11))
Talk: “ Where Are We?” :
. Story: © Little Girls in India.”
. Round Table; * What Can I Do?”
. Clese with gong and prayer.

Special Senior Notes

This program 1s one ef particuiar importance, touching
as It does cn the great and needy field of India. It i=
something more than a mere phrase, “India’s call “for
heip,” Help Is needed in men and women, consecrated for
self-sacrificing service, and in money to carry it on, The
geal for the Missionary Volunteer Department, should never
he lost sight of. It is only $135,000, but every doilar is
important. KEvery doilar that yeur soclety can glve—
that any indlvidual in your scciety gives——helps ta save
souls in India. Don’t ferget that. Press home the {ruth
that dimes and quarters and half dollars and greenbacks
talk and work for eternity in the Christless country of
India.

Begin {wa weeks befare the night of the program to
assign parts and advertise the pregram. The aim shouid
be té make these migsion programs on India of prime in-
terest and of attractive drawing 'power for all the church
members. If your commiitee does its part, this will he so.

Elder J. E. Fulton, for many years a missionary in
India and new president of the Pacific Union Conference,
speaks from close persenal understanding in his article,
“India’s Call for Heip,” Nca. 3 delineates another of the
distressing conditions of that benighted country, This
recitation should be most effective, and will be 1f wsli
rendered.

For No, 6 there should be from the society members
who have been warned two wesks in advance, many items
of interest in regard to India. Even the daily papers con-
tain much, The Rewlew and Herald almost every week
has notes on the work in India. There is also the Mission-
ary Review of the World; the Christian Herald, and other
papers. Bring in these items in connecticn with a map
of India. The one who is giving the item shouid peint out
on the map (which may be an cutline map, if nothing better
is available), showing where the event occurred or what
section of the country it mest concerned, If this is carried
out, it will give a practical and helpful and interesting turn
to the program that will be of far-reaching influence.

No. 7 concerns the leader. It is suggested that he sum
up from the programs on India of the past, the outstanding
features, a brief review af what has been brought before
the soclety and a holding in clear rellef of our work there
and its prime needs and problems. The leader will need to
glve conslderable study to this talk, and it will be vaiuable,
not only to the society, but to him perscnally. Consider it
as if a portion of Indla's respongibility rested upen you
and it was necessary tc stir others to a realizatlion of it in
order to carry it on to success. Put your soul into i and
pray that you may be used of God to touch hearts.

Special Junior Notes

Superintendent's Tolk: “ Indids Call for Help.” — This
talk may be based on No. 4 of Senlor program. Make the
figures of the article real to the children by drawing com-
parisons with this country. For instance, there are three
times as many people in Indla as in the United States.
Interesting comparisons might, alse he made hetween the
great number of Indian temples and the few American
churches. The heathen of India are seeking help, and
workers are few. Give additional items of inierest gleaned
fram the Review and Herald and daily newspapers., I know
one superintendent who keeps an envelope marked " India.”
‘Whenever she geés anything that is interesting, she eclips
it and puts it Inte her envelope fer future reference—a
good plan for every superintehdent.

Rectiation: “A Ohild Widow’s Plea.” — Take pains to
have this well prepared. Tt is worth a good delivery. It
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the Junior who recites this can wear the plain garb of an
Indian widow, this number will be especially interesting.

Tall: “ Where Are We? "' -— Thig should he given by the
secretary and should be somewhat of the nature of a report.
Review the missgionary goal for the society and tell just
how much hag been accompliished, how much should have
been accomplished, ete. Are we ahead or behind? If the
latter, the superintendeni and secretary should have some
plans ready fo suggest to better conditions,

Round Table: “What Can I Do?” — The Ieader should
introduce this round table with a little talk on individual
respohsibility. Fach must do his share or the whole will
fail. A chain is no stronger than its weakest link. The
refusal of a tiny wheel to do its duty may stop a great and
important machine. Give each Junior an epportunity {o
renew his pledge for accomplishing his part, Some Juniors
might even tell how they planned to reach their individwal
goals. The guestion of “What Can I Do?” i8 one each
bhoy and girl can answer,

Little Girls in India

“Waen I get big,” said little Julie Anne, putting her
favorite doll to bed, “I am going to be a missionary, a
great, big, fine lady with a pretty parasol, and I'll sit, under
a big tree and tell little children about Jesus, an’ T'll take
you along, too, Tva Bell, if you'll be good and go to sleep.”

“ Mother, tell us a missionary story before we g0 to hed,”
chimed several young voices,

“What couniry would you Iike to' hear about?” the
accommodating mother asked.

Lillian, aged twelve, and very much interested in the
world of girls, urged, “ Oh, tell us about the girls in India,
and the Hitle widows over there.”

“TIt is a sad story, children. I should like to tell you a
happier one to go to sleep om, but if you wish it 1 will
tell you.

“ Fjrst, T want to say that Bahy Julie’s {dea of a mission-
ary’'s life is more poetiecal than real. A missionary may

» have a pretty paragol and sit under a big tree, and she will
noe doubt have many clhiances to tell little children ahout
Jesus, but there are many hard, unpleasani things ahout a
missionary’s life. [ fear that little hands that rebel at
dishwashing would find mueh worse things to do in the
land of missionary effort.

“ 8o you want fo hear about the children of India. I
ean’t tell you much about the little boys. They just grow
up and do the same work their fathers do., If a man is a
carpenter, he is always a carpenter, and his sons must be
carpenters. If he is a priest, his little boys must be priests.
That jsp’t a very happy way to have things. What do you
think, Ralph?”

“ It wouldn't suit me, I Lknow, for I conldn’t preach a
sermon, even if father is a minister.”

“ It is the great system of caste which makes it that way.
Every native of India belougs to some clasg of caste, and
the castes must not touch in any way. There are upper and
lower castes, and to be touched by one of a lower caste is

~

to be defiled 50 that hathing In running water is necegsary -

to wash away the defilement,

“Phe little girls in whom Lillian is sp much Interested,
do not all have a sorry time. Some are born into happier
homeg than others, and some are married into better
homes, so that they have a happier time of it than some
poor little creatures who hardly know what a thrill of
* joy is. ‘They may be married as young as four years old,
and most any old brute of a man may buy them. Little
girls never have a chance to chooge, They are bought, and
they have to go. Even if the child marries as well a8 a
girl can in India, she Is never treated with the courtesy
and big-hearted klndness with which girls in the West
are treated, And they do not have the freedom and privi-
leges which we have. They are not allowed to learn to
read and write, and they never go to school at all,

“When a little girl marries, she leaves her mother and
her home, and goes to live with her husband and mother-
in-law, who may treat her kindly or may make her a slave.
But the saddest fate that can befall a little girl is to be
left a widow. Hvery one believes that she must have done
something horribly wiecked before she was borm into this

13

world, and her husband has heen taken away to punish
her. Her little head must be shaved, ber pretty, bright-
colored dress is taken away from her, and an ugly, coarse
cloth is given her to wear, and she must Not be geen by
men again, Sometimes ghe i3 shut up in a room all alone,
and lives years there by hergelf. One missionary tells of

a poor little widow being tied up in a sack. Sometimes the

little widow becomes the family drndge, and is heaten and
geolded until she nearly cries herself to death,

“The family in which ghe is the slave may be as large
as two hundred persons, including all the wives, sons and
sons’ wives, and their children, Sometimes the little
widows become so tired and sick and sad they take their
own lives, and swuicides of widows are very common in
India.

“Think of this, children: in India there are more than
twenty-seven million little widows who live this sorrowful
life. The only hope for them is in the gospel of Jesus, and
the only way for the people of India to get the gospel is
for us who have it to take it to them., What can we do
about it? If we care, what will we do about it?”

“ Oh, mother! ” exclaimed Tdllian, “as soon as I am old
enough, I will go and help save the little widows.” i
“ That is fine, my child. God bless you in that resolution,
and Kkeep you steadfast through the years; but what will

you do now?"

Thoughtfully Lillian considered. * Why, mother,” she
answered, * [ suppose you mean that I must be a mission-
ary now if I am to be a missionary by and by. I must
not shirk any duty, and I mus{ be patient when things go
wrong. I will try, mother.” Inona FHiIrx,

Devotional Meetings for April 22

Senior

Topic: God's Plan for Each Lifé,

. Song Service.

. Scripture Reading: Acts 22: 10; 26: 16-18.

. Special Song or Solo: “ A Prayer.” '

. Prayer, concluding with the repeating of the Lordws
Prayer in unison.

Talk or Reading: “ Choosing a Life-Work.”

. Talk: “Finding One'’s Place,”

Talk: “ A Prospective Carser.,”
April 11 or 18.)

. Recitation: * Called.”

. Responses.

. Cloge with song and prayer.

Junjor
Topic: Re Courteous and Obedient. ,

M 0D DD

(See Ingtructor of

Swm —amo;

. Song Bervice.
. Scripture Reading: .Ter 35: 519,
Prayer.
. Superintendent’s Talk: “The Reward of Obedience.”
. Recitation: “ Called.” :

A Symposium of Song.

Story: “ The Boy Who Obeyed.”

. Round ‘P'ahle: “ T’ Trust and Obey ”
. Cloge with Mizpah.

Special Senior Notes

The purpeose of this meeting iz to give constructive
thought to the choosing of a life-work, beginning from the
standpeint of a heavenly purpose rather than from an
earthly, material one—to consider the task in the way
Jesus would have you consider it; to stop & moment to
ask if you are putting your talents to the highest and the
best use.

You will find under “ Paragraphs,” thoughts and illustra-
tions that may either bhe incorporated in the main subjeets
as handied by the speakers, or they may be handed out to
varions memhers with the request that they give them in
their own words, adding to and subiracting as they express
their own beliefs. Thus these responses will help to de
velop timid speakers and add real interest to the meeting.

Additional subject matter for touching on allied lines of
thought may be found in ‘* Eduecation,” in * Gospel Work-
ers,’”’ and in “ Christ’s Object Lessons.”

These songs are suggested for use in the few minutes
prior to the opening: Numbers 537, 530, 532, 67, 594, 570,
a6, 479, 512, 638, in “ Christ in Song.”

Special Junior Notes
Topic— Thig phrase, ¢ Be courteous and ohedient,” is
‘another one of the dlogans we wish to make familiar to
every boy and girl. The lesson today will be on obedience,
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It is linked closely with the Senfor program, for God’s pian
for each iife can be carried out only as there is implicit
obedience. Obedience to God and obedience to parents
zo hand in hand, and so the lesgon for today has two ob-
jectives, Try to link them In the mind of each boy and
girl.,

Supemntendent’s Palk: *The Reward of Obedience,” —
Introduce your talk with the thought of the lesson scripture.
Show how the Rechabites galned great hlessings because of
their ohedience to a father’s request. Think of a group
of famliiies in those days in which not a gingle one would
sip wine because of the promise to a father! Contrast with
that'the disobedence of Judah to God, and then Tread again
the blessing of the Lord to the Rechablies. Jeremiah 35,
Bring out the point that obedience brings its own reward to
boys and girls even in this life. The most disagreeabie chil-
dren to have around are the disobedient ones. No one wantg
them around, This is wha{ a successful man says of boys
and girls:

“ Sometimes [ am in a home where I am ashamed of
the ghildren. ¢ Johnny, please shut the door,” 1 heard
a mother say tbe other day, but Johnny did net move.
‘Johnny, won't you shul the door?’ Johnny went on
with, hig reading, and made no sign of having heard.
Thereupon, that she might not expose his disobliging dis-
obedjence before 4 stranger any further, the mother got up
and ghut the door herself. My opinion of Johnny went down
to zero. If he had applied for a place in my office the next
day, I would not have taken him on any consideration, not
only because he was disohedient, but because he was un-
mannerly, and neither I nor any other man wants unman-
nerly boys in his employ.

“ On the other hand, the boy or girl who cultlvates the
gpirit of ready and cheerful obedience, becomes a favorite
with<every one, and 1s twice a8 iikely fo suitcceed. I know
& young man who ig universally liked by young and old.
No social gathering of his circle ig complete without him.
Angd he learned this at home. By being cheerfully obedient
to ali his mother's wishes, he cultivated the spirit and the
dispogition which make him beioved by every one, and
which, so far as [ can see, will absolutely insure his success
in Hfe.”-

Have you ever stopped to think that owr love to God and
to our parents is shown hy our obedlence? Josus said,
“He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, he
it is that loveth Me.” John 14: 21,

A little girl was once asked by a playmate of hers to do
bomething which she knew would dispiease her father.
She vefused. * But your father loves you and won't hurt
yvou,” persisted the tempter. “That's the very reason I
want ito obey. I don’t want to hurt him, becauge he loves
me,” The little girl had learned the secret of obedience.

Obedience must be prompt to be true obedience. An
engineer might{ see a signai and dash ahead becawuse he
saw the track was clear. A wreck would resuwit, and it
wouldn't help matters for him to say that he had intended
to stop later on.

The gospel of 8. Mark records that the fishermen whom
Jesus called, straightway left their nets. Mark 1. 18. Fur-
ther help can be drawn from No. 6 of ithe Senior program.
Keep in mind the purpose of the program: to show that
obedience, if given from love and with promptness, brings
its own reward and molds a character which God will use
throughout eternity.

A Sympaswm of Song.— Obedience has been the theme
of many a song Children enjoy singing. Ask them to
select a song that has a thought of ohsdicnce in it. : Sing
a verse of several, Have a numbher selected go that if thére
i8 any. hesitancy in finding such songs, you can supply one.
Nos, 55, 495, and the chorus of 546 arve all appropriate,
Ask the boys and girils to mean what they sing,

Round Pable: “ I’ Trust and Obey” — Pray and plan

that this exercige may mean a true consecration in the’

lives of the children. Ask esch to jolu in the pledge,
“1’il1 be what you want me to be.”

A Prayer
Smg to tune “ Manoah,'” p. 581, “ Hymns and Tunes.”
Lige Moses, I am glow of speech;
Unworthy of Thy grace;
Of unclean lips, like seer of old;
Yet, Lord, I've seen Thy face.

0, touch with fire my stammering tongue,
And give me power to sing

The wonders of Thy righteousness,
Thy glories, O my King!

Like David’s, may my harp be tuned
‘With angels’ harps ahove,

And Spirit-filled, sound forth the notes
Of Thy redeeming love!

Mes. J. F, MOSER.

Choosing a Life-Work

Ir there Is one guestion which young peopie ask them-
selves a littie oftener than any other, it is: T wonder what
my life job is—1is to be— ought to be?

It is necessary that every one of us bave a definite
objective in Ife, It is essential for success that we have
this objective clearly in mind in our youth, 80 thaf we may
bend our energies and circumstances toward the one aim.
It is essential for our own happiness and for the happiness
of those about us, that this life-work be of a nature that
is beneficial to those sbout us-— brings good cheer, glad-
ness, and adds to the stock of the good deeds in a world
fuli of evil ones.

In choosing a life-work, young peopie generally fall ;lnbo
three classes. There is the sort of person who simply
takes the path of least resistance, accepis the first job that
comes his way, rejofces if he finds it a “soft snap,” and
jogs or worries along for the rest of his life, without ever
taking the trouble to find out whether he is a square peg
in a round hole.

Then there is the sort of young person who makes up his
mind that he is going to succeed in life and devotes thought
and energy to, the problem of hringing that success about.
This ig the sort you wiil find in the night schools, or taking
correspondence courses, or grinding away at his task long
after five o’clock whisties have blown. He haunts the
library, reading books and journals that tell of the how,
and the why, and the when of the irade or profession thaf he
has chosen. He buys the biographies with tities, * From
Office Boy to Merchant Prinee,” or “A Dutch Boy Fifty
Years After.”

But there is a third sort of young person to be taken into
congideration in discussing the way in which young folks
find their place in the world., And this third way is the
better way.

The young person who follows this way may at the end
of iife find himself rich, or he may find himsélf poor. But
always he has been successfui, and he hag bad a full life
—-an ahundant life, In the days of his youth, in choosing

‘hig life-work he asked himself neither, “ What is the easiest

job T can find?" nor, “What mugt I do to make a material
giceegs?” put. simply and honestiy and candidly, “ What
is the will of God in reference to my life’s work?”

The program touches on the answer to thig guestion, a.nd
aimg to make the way clear and to point out certain prin-
eiples that must guide in the obtaiping of an answer to the
last question.

BEvery class of young people is vitally ooncerned in the
answer., Every_ gort of young person has a ycarning, a
desire, whether strong or wesalk, to accomplish that in life
which will be the means of bringing bappiness, not only
to himself but to others. Such an understanding is then
well worth while for every one liere, U. V. W

Called

Carrrp to lahor for the Master —
Not in church with lofty dome,
Or some noted institution —
In & humble littie home!

Calied to stand beside the father,
Be his comfort and his stay,

Whije the weary, hard-worked mother
Has a needed holiday.

Called to he a loving sister
To the noisy, roestless boys,
Helping them in all their troubles,
Ent’ring into all their joys.

Called to he a close companion
For the Tittie gister, too,

Bound with cords of pure affection
Which the world cannof undo.

Called to be a dear “ home-maker,”
EKeeping it 8o clean and bright,
And so comfortable and cozy,
And so filled with heavenly light.
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That where'er the flock may scatfer,
Thoughts of “ home ” may never die,
Buit may weave anh influence round them
That will draw them to the sky.
Mgs. J. F. Mogyr.

Paragraphs

1. Ix Japan workmen have the trade-mark of the man
or company they work for, writtea in conspicious char-
acters on thelr backs. Thus a workman always deeclares to
the world as he works that he is in the service of such and
guch a firm. He is not ashamed of his human master.
It 18 our privilege to bear the blessed yoke of Jesus, the
emblem of Christian service, a sign that we are His, Vol
unteers! make it your chief joy to represeni your great
Master., How foolish to be ashamed of Him! * Hope maleth
not ashamed.” — A. N. Anderson.

2, What shall T do? one asks of Him, and the answer
comes, “ (ive up thy business and preach the gospel.” What
ghalt T do? another asks. And the answer comes, “ Leave
thy life of pleasure, and in the slums of the town heip the
unfortunate o a better knowledge of a saving Christ »
What shall I do? cries a third. And the answeyr comes,
“ Stop interesting thyself in the profits of this world, and
turn thy attention to the needs of its workers.”

3. When John Wesley got his vision of a broader Chris-
tlanity and rededicated his life to God, God tested him in
a bumiliating place. The scholarly, dignified Oxford stu-
dent was denied the privilege of preaching from auy pulpit
in England. He had to go to the open fields to preach.
And there he had to listen to the hoots and Jeers of a
mocking crowd, But he kept bright the heavenly vision
given him — he followed affer it.

4. When Luther got his vision of a great Christianity
and put himself into the hands of God, God zave him a
mighty dangerous job. Because he was obedient to the
heavenly vision, he made religious enemies and political

- enemieg, he was excommunicated from the church of his
fathers, he was persecuted, a price was put on his head.
But through his trials he earried out the plan.

b. The early fouriders of this great threefold gospel mes-
sage were not afraid to follow the heavenly vision. They
were not afraid {o ask, “ What wilt Thou have me to do?”
and then do the task that conviction pointed out and made
necessary. Amid derislon and poverty and persecution and
calumny they persevered, and today the despised message
is conquering its triumphant way in the farthermost corners
and recesses of the earth., The vision is leading — the plan
for éach carrier of it is plain and clear.

6. Chiseled on the tomb of Joseph II of Austiria are the
words, “Here lies a monarch who, with the best of in-
tentiong, never carried out a 'single plan,” He had the
plans; he lacked the power to carry them out. God above
never gives the vision without the power of making the
purpose actual.

7. Botanists tell us that only those trees live which make
new wood each yvear. 50 our purposes may change— indeed,
shonld change,—- becoming nobler, higher, more unselfish
ag time goes by.

8. Emerson tells of seeing a man building a house in
New Hampshire. He asked who the architect was. * There
is no arehiteet,” said the man. * I'm just building it, and
an architect 18 coming later from Boston to put some archi-
tecture into it.” No plant No conception of the possibili-
ties! Who is our architect? Or are we “ just building,”
without any plan? :

The Boy Who Obeyed

“CoME along, John, let’s go for chestnuts. The frosty
morningg mugt have made them drop all right.”
- “No, James, I cannot go for chestnuts today.”
“Why not today as well as any other day?”
“ Mother is not home and I promised her I would ﬁtay
at home all day.”
“Oh, ho, twelve years old and guch a ‘mamma haby’!
I should think your mother would trust you at such an age
to take care of yourself. I for one am very giad I have
a mother that is different, and that I have brainzg enough
to go cut with the feillows once in a while and have a good
time. I am surely glad I am no baby, after all”’ And he
laughed. John’s face flushed, but he pressed hig lips to-
gether and never gajd a word.
This only made James the more sarcastic, and he caliod
back ag he ran down the street:
“f¢PFraidy-cat, fraidy-cat, bing, bing,
You're like a bird with a broken wing;
You’re tied to your mammy’s apron string? **

John never answered. He smiled, waved his hand, then
waiked back into the house as if no word had been spoken.

Socon he heard the doorbell ring, and when he opened the
door there stood Joe Walters, cap ia hand, and saying,
“ Please, Jobn, go with us this afternoon, There are four
of us going and we want you t0 come with ug. James says
you are to forgive him for calling you names, and by all
means you are to come along anyway.” )

“You teil James not to worry about anything he has done
or said. I have already told him why I eannot go. You
know the reason;. don’t agk me. [ have always been as
good as my word to you fellows, I will be the same to my
mother., Did James ask his mother??”

“Yes, she thinks you are going. She told him not to
go anywhere that you did not go, and not to climb a tree;
50 he wants you to go.”

“T will not go, Joe., Go and teil the boys sc. Ask them
to come here and we will play a game of ball, or horseshoe
piteh, if they will.” .John sat by the window and watched
and waited for half an hour, then he began to read and
was soon 80 much interested in his book that he did not
hear an automobile stop at the front steps until the horn
tocted,

He opened the door and there was Mr. Ellis and his son,
George, in their new red runabout. “Come along, John,
we are going for chestnuts, [ know you are a scouni, and
know the woods as I do the town. Come, get your coat and
hat. Be quick! "

Johm said, “Sorry, George, bui mother isn’'t bere. I
promised to stay at home all day., You see she will not
be home before six, and I promised to feed the chickens and
get things ready for supper.”

“ Where is your mother?” asked Mr., Hllis,

“In town with Aunt Ella.”

“Will vou go if we stop and ask her? It1s only one o'clock.
‘We can pick a lot of chestnuts before dark”

“Yes, 1f my mother says [ may go.”

In a short time they were back, and George ran into the
houge, saying, “ Hurry up, John, your mother says you are
to feed the chickens before you go, then to go and have a

gopd time.” What a delightful time they had! Such a
beantiful day and such a long ride!
When they came to the woods, Mr. Ellis smd “ Now,

John, you go ahead and show us where 1o find the chestnuts.”

John walked on, his head held high, and his shoulders
erect, laughing and taiking as he weni. He knew where
the best chestnuts were. And he and his companions
weren’t long in filling their bags. It was a great day for
John, but I think that his joyousness came from a heart
that knew he had done right.— Adapted.

Finding One’s Place

_Fue geripture references (Acts 23: 10; 26: 16-19) are an
angwer to the gquestion: How can I find out what Jesus
wants me to make out of my life? How will my life be
the most successful in the highest sense?

The first requirement, if 'you would find out what Jesus
wants you to do with your life, is an attitude of receptive
negs to the commands of God.

‘When Paul bad his wonderful vision on the Damascus
road, the vision which turned him from Christian perse-
cutor to Christian guide, the first question he asked was
very naturally, Who art thow, Lord? But the second ques-
tion was, What shall I do, Lord?

Paul put himself absolutely in the hands of his new
Magter. He was willing to do anything that might be
required of him, He was open to suggestion,

‘What shall I do, Lord? is the simple question that we,
too, desire answered, Perhaps we may be a Httle afraid
of the answer — we may be working for money, or because
the joh is a “soft snap,” or for some other resson, and we
are a bit fearful that Jesus will disturb us with the an-
swor.

There are young people who regularly go to church and
to the Missionary Volunfeer Society meetings. They are
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willing to work on committess or to serve in alinost any
capacity, yet they will not join. One such was asked hy the
miniate‘r, “Why won't you join the church, Joe, and ac-
knowledge Christ as your Saviour?”

He hesitated a moment, then sald, * Do you want the
real reagon? T like my job and it pays. well, but I'm
afraid that if I join the church the Lord will put the
notion into my head that I ought to do something else—
something that will help people. So I'm not going to
join”?

That man knew that the question, What shall I do,
Lord? is not an easy one to apply. Or rather, the apph-
catlen was likely to interfere with his selfish, perscnal
planas.

‘A girl once sajd, “ No, I'm not going to these revival
meetings I might get converted agalnst my will, and
then 1 Just know I'@ have to be a misgionary or some-
thing! »

_That giri knew that the guestion, What shall 1 do, Lord?
has a real answer and a very definite, personal one.

And yet we must ask the question if we are to know, and
if 'we desire L0 make a success of, the Christian life.

Angd the second part is a willingness to obey and to follow
the heavenly vigion. Saul obtained a deflnite answer and
groped his way on to Damascus. He received thers a
gpiritual vision of what his future life should he, and
he kept the vision ever before him, In his defense before
Agrippa, Paul made it clear that his commission -—his
lifework — was given him straight from God — that the
way ahea® was clearly shown.

Just ag the way was shown to Paul, it wiil be shown to
every desiring Missionary Volunteer who really wants to
fnmow. And do not forget the last of that eloguent speech
hefore Agrippa, that autoblography of his life-work:
“Wherefore, 0 King Agrippa,’* said Paul, “1 was not dis-
obedient unto the heavenly vision.”

Do you remember the story of the rich young ruler who
eame to the Lord one day — the rich young ruler who bore
such promise that the Lord loved him on first sight? You
verhember he asked the same question which Paul asked
on’ the Damascus road, As Jesus pointed out to Paul his
future duty, so did he to this rich young ruler, Thus far
the two stories are alike, but right here all similavity ends.
For the young rler was disobedient to the Iieavenly vision,
and departed sorrowing. He has left the world, not an
exampie, but an object lesgon. While Saul of Targus, with
his face teward the vision, has come dowh through the
ages the greatest of the apostles, the model Christian, the
strébng man of God.

If you as a Christian are to find your place in the world,
ask Jesus what He wants you to do, and when He tells
you, ba not dischedient to thie heavenly vigion. Sometimes
it will not be what you had ltoped for, sometimes it will he
much more humble.

“Yeg, our ship came in day before vesterday,” says
0.; T. Carson, “but we did not recognize it. We didn't
expect to see it in this guige. In our imagination our ship
was to have a golden prow, salls of purest sillt, and diamond
anchor. Besides, our ship was to be of gigantic proportions,
with our name painted upon it in huge letters of goid.
So ‘'when the lifttle craft came eveeplng into the harbor asg
quietly as the dawn, we had no thought of its belng our
ghip. It had no silken sails, no prow of goid, no diamond
anchor., Its furnishings are simply a pair of oars, just
fitted to our hands, nothing more.”

The ship that God has chosen for you may be a very
ungpectacular ship. Bug if you are not disebedient to the
heavenly vision, your two hands on the oars can make that
sghip’s journey on the sea of life a very beautiful and help-
ful one.

If we let God choose gur place in the world, we may
find it a hit hard Sometimes to stand in it firmly, to fill
it landably. There may ba times when we are tempted to
shirk our jobs, There may be times when folks try to
persuadé us to change our ways. But forget not the
vigionn and the ideai! ° Urmar V. Wincox.

Devotional Meetings for April 29

Tuig date is left open so far a8 guggested topics in fhe .
Gazerre are concerned. This ig your opportunity to work
out some cherished plan or program that you believe wili
meet the needs of your own society. There are many topics
that you could well consider that relate to your goals and
your ideals. How do you check up on your Standard .of
Attalnment, Reading Courge for the last year, plans for
the new course, your Bible Year, and the popularity of the
Morning Watch?

The Junior superintendent will desive this time for a
consideration of the work thus far in 1922, How does it
compare with last Year? Your goals, your spiritual in-
terest, prayer bands, and personal work may be given extra
consideration at this time.

Springtime! Sunshine! Gardens!
Arc the missionary gardens promising to help on
the Junior Missionary Volunteer Goal?

Programs for Advanced Schools

Ter Missionary Volunteer Department solicits your help.
Tell ug about your society meetings. Sometime before
school closes please send the general Missionary Volunteer
Department a list of topics for society meetings that you
consider of most vital interest to students. Will you?
Your list will be a real help to the workers who will plan
the next annual series. This is one way you can help
others,

Are you, as officers, preparing your Missionary Volunteers
t0 be better all-round workers in their home churches this
summer? Does each meeting offer them practical help for
living or serving? A progrsm, to be a successful program,
must be more than a good entertainment. Do not forget
thiat there are some hlessings for the Missionary Volunteer
Society of which it may truly be sald, * Thig kind can come
forth by nothing, hut by prayer and fasting.”

Every program in the regular series is of intensely vital
importance to every student. The regular series glves ex-
cellent help, and it hardly seems hest to take space here for
the few paragraphs that might be added. Surely the execu-
tive committee of every college Missionary Volunteer So-
cioty, senses keenly the need of our youth to study these
subjects. We are told that “ it means eternal life to keep
the Sahbath holy.” As students, we cannot study too care-
fully what constitutes true Sabbath keeping, All the other
programs Iin the April series are of eimilar importance,
Give them your very best efforts.

e
If every gquarter of '22
Is like the one jusi past,
Shall we deserve our Lord’s “ Well done ™
At the closing of the last?

Bring This to Your Society

Ix either April or May bring to the attention of your
members in a speclal way the new department appearing
every week in the church paper, the Review and Herald.
This department consists of two pages devoted to the in-
terests of our older young men and women,

Many topics of vital interest are discussed. Note the
following: Short studies on the Christian life, hew to
live it successfuliy; thumb-nail sketches of men and women
who have made good, inspirational glimpses and hiog-
raphies; what you do that iz of interest and influence to the
Juniors; educational guestions, current evenis, recreation,
reading, dress, courtship and marriage,— these and many
others are to be found from week to week in the Repiew.

The society leader should make it his ‘or her business to
see that every mature young person receives regulariy the
official church paper, not only because of this department,
but for the other good matter of worid-wide interest,
Talke this matter up in vour own individual gociety,
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