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Sabbaths with Special Offerings During 1923

March 8- .. v vvie vt cer s ... ‘Religious Liberty
April 14 .............................. Rural Schools
July 1 2 Midsummer Offering
August 4 ... North American Foreign Traisiation Fund
Naovember 10 . e e CGolored Work
December 1B ... vt Apnual Offering
i Special Programs

Mareh 17 .. v nen i enn Missionary Volunteer Day
"March 17-24 . Missionary Volunteer and Spring Week
- of Prayer in Schools
JUBE & ot e e e Medical
June 23 ... e Sabbath School Rally Day
....................... Educational Day

. Regular Programs
. Missionary Readings in interest of missions every third
Sabbath each month (except December). .

First Sabbath each month, Home Migsionary service,

Pasiors and Work in the Populous Cities

How is the message to reach the masses in our large cities?

This is a question that ean but decply concern every ome as he
looks upon the multitudes hurrying te and fro in these
congested ecenters of population, It is a guestion that vitally
coneerns local confercneo eommittees, as well as church officers
and the membership of the churches in our large cities.
" Conference committesy are ecoming to cownt 1t a noccessity
to place some.of their best workers in  conncetion with
the ehurches in tHe larger. cities, who, In turn, soom become
known as the pastors of these congresgations. These workers
usuzlly being ordained ministers, the local elders eonsider
themselves the assistants of these loeated pastors, and soon
the burdens of chureh management aimest, if not altogether,
drop vpon the shoulders of these workers, whieh, to say the
least, conpsume 2 large share of their time and energies.

But what about the multitudes? TUwally they ecannot be
‘reached through efforts held in our own churehes. How are
they 'to hear the solemn fruths for this time? Must this
conference-paid worker (spoaking of this class by referring to
one} congume all hiz time in looking after the flock already
gathered in? If go, how is the conference treasury to provide
for other help to work for the muliifudes who have not yot

heard the message?

Work out of the ordimary must be done to reach the busy
throngs in our eities. Y& i8 a task calling for the undivided
energies and the consecrated abilities of those who earry it
forward.

“The work in the Jarge cities is to be done-after Christ’s
order.,” “But when the worker makes his Iabors so exponsive
that others are unable to secure from the treasmy sufficient
means to support them in the field, he is not working im
harmony with God's plan’— “ Gospel Workers,” pp. 355, 556.

“ Most startling messages will be borne by men of God’s
appointment, messages of a charaster to warn the people, to
arouse them. And while some wili be provoked by the warning,
and led to resist the light and evidence, we -ave to sce from
this that we.are giving the testing message for this time.

“ Messages will be given out of the usual order. The judg-
ments of .God are in the land. While city missions must be
established where colporteurs, Bible workers, and praectical
medieal misgionaries may be trained to reach certain classes,
we must also bave, in our cities, consecrated evangelists through
whom a message is to be borne so decidedly as to startle the
heavers. . . . The time has come to make declded efforts in
places whcre the truth hos mot yet been proclutmed’-— Id.,
p. 3564,

By this brief quotation it will be seen that Christ’s plan is
to direct effort decidedly toward reaching the multitudes with
pointed ‘messages to warn and arousc the people. Also there
i# te be a variety of talents engaged in this work —=a unit
made up of at least an evangelist and one or mors- colporteurs,
Bibie workers, and practical mediesl missionaries. Al these
are to work together in their geveral Iines o reach fhe people
with the trauth for this time, for “ the judgments of God are in
the land.” Tho werd of God will do the work, as shown by
this further quotation:

“It i¢ tho naked truth that, like a sharp, two-edged sword,
cuts beth ways., It is this that will arouse those who are dead
in jrespasses and sins. . If you are presenting the word
in Christ’s way, your audience will be deeply impressed with the
truths you teach. The conviction will come to them that this
iy the word of the living God. 14, p. 356,

Many -Qifficuities must be overcome in working the cities.
Rents are exorbitant. To send workers in "to bear this
excegsive rent, is forcing upon them great hardship, if not
attempting the impessible. Conference committees have hers
a problem to study and work out. Good business principles
would lead ome to conclude thai to continue to pay these
exorbitant remts to city landlords is a very poor business
policy. A faverable site in some suburban section with fa-
vorable transit connections to all parts of eity, might beter
be chosen, and @ eity workers’ home purchased where the evan-
geligt and at least some of the associate workers might be
adcommodated. ' These workers could them pay a reasonable rent,
and thig would scrve as an income to the conference in paying
for this permanent city headquarters,

If a church Thas been established in the city, instead of the
conferemce-pald workers’ being expected to carry the local
rasponsibilities largely or altogether, why should they not be
left practically freo to address themsives to aggressive eity
work, the members of the church being also drafted to help
carry Forward esrtain lines of co-operativé house-to-house
work?

Surely uniess a forward movement, an aiming by conference
gommittees. to carry forward an aggressive evangelistic effort
congtantly in our Jarge eenters of population, is undertaken,
instead of consaming so mueh tithe in simply looking after
the city churches already established, we may well despair of
reaching these masses with .the message in this generation,

It is a question also for the churches themselves to ponder.
Why should they demand. eonference-pald workers fo spend
most of their time and effort for them continuonsiy? How
much betfer the gpirit that says, “ No, we will sacrifice by
gaying to the minister, ¢ You go in among those who know not
this fruth and work for them, amd we will not only largely
Took after the church interests, but help you with our prayers
and in various ways as we can.!' T.' B, B.
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The Elder

THE elder holds the highest office within the elective powers
of 3 ehureh. He is the “ overseer,” yet in no sense a dietator.
He is to “ feed the church of God,” “taking oversight?
20:28; 1 Peter 5:2, 3. He should see that proper spiritual
food ig provided for the flock, rot only at the S8abbath meetings,
but at other meetings where it is required. He should condwet
the service himself, and when not able to do so, should see
tbat some suitahle person iz appointed, giving him plenty of
time for preparation. Carefully plan every service so there

. will be no confusion. “Study to show thyself apprdved mnte
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” “In all
things showing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine
ghowing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech, that
cannot be condemmned; that he that is of the contrary part
may be ashamed, -having no evil thing to say of you” 2 Tim.
2:15; Titus 2: 7, 8,

Teaders should always endeavor to do thelr hest and to
improve with experience; therefore the necessity for study,
not megely for the work in hand, but for gelf-improvement.

Order should be seen in all the Lord’s work and in His
house, also ¢uietness and reverence, that all may grow in
respect for the place of worship. Quietness of speech should
he observed by all, both before and after service, for angels
of God are present, and a blessing may be lost by negleet.

Tt should not be necessary to mention kneeling during prayer;
,for unless physical disability prevents, one who neither kneels
" nor bows the head shows great lack of vespect, if not deliberate
intention to be irreverent, not to individuals, but to God.
Politeness and gentility demand fhis of all worshipers. Officers
of the church and their families should especially set an ex-
ample in these things.

At the beginning of the servies the elder ahould announce
the hymn in & clear tone, observing the same rule in all parts
of the gervice. Any one who prays should do so loud enough
and distinetly enough so that others may hear, Do not place
the hands over the face, nor bow the head low in the seat, or
your prayer will be unheard. In all the service he sure %o
profounce every word distinetly. Neh, 8: 8. Tt is not neces-
sary to read the hymn upon making announcement, If you
wish, it will be sufficient to say simply, “ Kindly notice the
sentiment expressed in the words” or, “ Sing with the spirit
and the understanding; ” for if the words are not well read,
it is better not to read them at all,

Perhaps a word of caution to singers of speecial songs may
not be out of place. Worldly singers zacrifice words for tone
in the rendition of popular music, but never should this he
done with saered musie; nor should affectation — wibrete, or
tremolo-— be allowed to destroy its beauty.  Overtones” are
usually’ not objectionable, but when produced in an afiected
manner, they are cbjectionable. We should do all things to ths
honor and glory of God, not for self-glory or to please men,

In organizing a chureh, sometimes the question is raised as
to who can best lead in the work. In “ Testimonies,” Volume
V, page 619, will be feund a good plan te follow when not
sure of leadership:

“ Buch arrangements should he made for the little companies
accepting the truth as shall secure the prosperity of the church.
One man may he appointed to Iead for a week or a month, then
another for a few weeks; and thus different persens may be
enlisted in the work, and after 2 suitahle trial, some ene should
be selectad by the voice of the church to he the acknowledged
lezder, never, however, to be chosen for mdre than one year.
Then another may be selected, or the same one may be re-

~ eleeted, if his serviee has proved & blessing to the church.”

The gualifications of an elder are also guite fully summed
up in 1 Timethy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9,

Thus we see care should be exercised in selecting an elder
or shepherd of the fHock. He must carry the responsibility of
seeing that every department of church work is properly eon-
dueted. He should know the condition revealed by church
records, membership, finances, ete. It i3 not necessary that
he be an officer in every department of the chureh in order te
ohtain this information, hut will obtain it from his licutcnants,
—-other officers in the church,— and he ghould be able in his
turn to assist them any time they may need it. An ordained

Acts |

minister, it is always understood, is the Tanking officer of every
chureh, and if one i3 present, the serviee should be in his
charge; hut he ghould never fail to vecognize the other officera
and their office, nor they ‘his.

Thoe clder is the 'presiding officer of the echvreh - couneil
{church board] and of the business meetings, as well as all
other mestings. He may also fill any office in the absence of
angther. Ordained ministers and ordained loeal elders are the
only persons authorized to conduct quarterly servies.  The
local eldbr may officiate only in the church where electad, un-
less semt by the conference committee upon arrangement witk
another church. The loeal elder may administer the, ordinanee
of baptism. if ne ordained minister is availahle, but first an
effort should he made to secure an ordained minister.

The elder is related to his church much as the conferenee
president is to the conference, and it i3 one of hix duties te
¢arry out the requests of the conference commitiee, giving cave-
Tul attention to all letters, not merely from the president, but
from the secretaries of departments as well,

It will be seen from thid that the officc of elder is very:
important, and requires study, prayer, and diligence in order ie
conduct the affairs of the church preperly. . Faithfulness on
hig part will fit him for places of larger responsibilities in the
Lord’s work. He should tse hiz inflnence to prevent the erea-
tion of debt, arranging for coliections for church expenses and
Mmissionary work, and for all special offerings, such as religious
liberty, rural schools, midsammey, colored, annual, ste.; alse
keep the members informed regarding the information from
the conference officials on these as well as other mutlters.

‘When there is more than one elder, they should always counsel
together. There is no prevision in the seripture for a * first
or second elder,” ©“firgt ar second deacon,” ete., for if z man
is ordained an elder, he iz an elder; he aceepts all the re-
spousibility of the office. But this, of course, does not prevent
the division of responsibility among all the elders. The serip-
ture teaches us there are elders of local churches and ministers
who labor among the churches, having general oversight. !

The elder is the pastor, or shepherd, of the flock. He should
carry this responsihility in the fear of God, that the Lord, when
e cometh, may say, “ Well dons.” He should have & list of .all
members, with their addresses, and frequently visit them, espe-
cially the sidk, although this last duty falls primarily to the
deacons and deaconesses. He, in common with other church
offtesrs, holds office for only one year, or until his suceessor is
slected. He may be re-lected, but if he is not, then his
authority ag an elder ceages until his re-election to the same
office in that or another church, Tn that cage recrdination is
not necessary.

A word of caution here i well. If a man moves into a
community and is elected elder of the church, having haen
ordained in another, inquiry should be made of his: former
church as to his fitness. No true Seventh-day Adventist will
ever resent inquiry into his past history in one of our churches,
On the other hand, he is willing to assist in ohtaining this, ot
will wait for any information the church may wish to obtain
and should have.

The local elder may not perform a marriage ceremony, Let
no one hy carelessness manifest a lack of regard for the
sacrednegs of any part of the Lord’s work, else our children
and others may he lost beemuse of. it

Let me here mention to parents, never permit your ehildren
to run about the church, and in particular, do not allow any
child to mount the platform, whether the elder is present or not.
A mother should not permit a child to go on the platform, even
though its father may be there, either leading or assisting, nor
should this be permitted when no service is being conduected.
Teach your children the sacrednesg ef the house of God.

In conducting the ordinances of the Lord’s heouse, the elder
should see that an announcement is made a week beforehand,
and that everything is ready the day of the service. If the
elder is newly elected, he should he ordalned bhefore conducting
thia service. The same is frue of a mnewly elected deacon.
Thérefore, the conference president should be mformed im-

" mediately following the election, so that he may lay 'pla,ns

either for himself or for some one else to ordain these officers,

M: A. HoLLISTER.
Nashwville, Tenn,
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Bome Migsionary Pepartment

MISSIONARY RECRUITING STATIONS —
THE HOME, THE CHURCH, THE
"~ SCHOOL

Suggestive Program for the First Sabbath
Home Missionary Service

(To be held Janugry 6)

OpPeNING Sowa: “ Speak to My Soul,” No.- 554, “Christ in
Song.”

Seriptere Lesson: Joel 2: 15-32.

Prayer. .

Bong: “ Prayer for the Children,” Ne. 346, ¢ Christ in Song.”

The Mission of the Missionary Pulse Chart: Brief remarks
by the church misgionary secretary. .

Collection of missionary reports in connection with the mis-
sionary offering.

Topic: “ Missionary Recruiting Stations — The Home, the
Chureh, the School.”

Establishing the Family Altar.

Prayer of Consecration for Better Homses, o

Closing Song: “ Building for Eternity,” No. 33, « Christ in

' Bong.”

Note to the Leaders

Tt seems fitting that the topie for the first missionary serviee
of the new year should deal with fundamental prineiples m
guceessful Christian service,— the home, the church, and the
school in the development of workers for the home mission and
foreign mission fields. Prof. A, W. Spalding, who furnishes
the leading article, is the secxctary of the Home Commission
of the (feneral Conference, and speaks from personal observa-
tion and experience and with a deep sense of burden for the
betterment of Seventh-day Adventist homes. As a leader, you
should keep closely in toueh with the Home Commission. See
announeement on page. 7.

(five emphasis in the Saripture lesson to the fact that the
promise upon which the remnant chureh depends for the refresh-
ing in the “latter rain,’ includes the childven (seec verses
16, 28; alse Acts 2: 38 39), and refers to Jeremiah 10: 25,
where direct refevence is made “to the families’ that do not
. eall on the name of the Lord. It is earnestly desired that from
this day every Seventh-day Adventist home shall be a Bethsl,
or “ The house of God,” wherein is established the family altar
of worghip and praise. .Through omission er irregularity, this
bulwark of strength has been broken down, and the enemy of
souls has entered and wrought havoe in the Christian home
primarily, and congeguently in the church and to the cause of
God st Iarge. Let this be a rally day to close the gap and
fortify the weakness by a hedge of prayer. The barrier which
confronted, Satan as he sought to disturb that perfeet, upright,
and God-fearing man jn the land of 1z, whose name was Job,
ghould seeurely, fortify every child of CGod today. Note the
enemy’s acknowledgment of defeat: “ Doth Joh fear God for
naught? Hast not thou made a hedge about him, and about
his house, and about' all that he hath on every side?” Job
1: 9, 10. Within the encircling hedge of God’s power is the
only safety for the home, the ehurch, and the school, in these
days when the enemy ‘has come down, “having great wrath,
becanse he knoweth that he hath but a short time”

Make judicious use of the cards which are furnished for
gecuring signatures at this service, but do not rest satisfied
untiil every family in your church is bound abeut by the in-
fluence of family worship. Plans are being laid for special
help to be rendered in peenliarly difficult situations in the hoe,
sach as opposition on the part of the husband and father,”
grown children in the home who are not in the truth, the needs
of the smallest children, ete., and much will depend upon the
lists of names secured in the ehurches at this sexrvice in our
effort to make the family altar in Seventh-day Adventist homes
 all that it jg designed to be,

HomE MIssIONARY DEPARTMENT,

Missionary Recruiting Stations

The Home, the Church, the School
ARTHUR W. SPALDING

It is Imposgible to be a Christian and not be a misstonary.
Some people think they are Christians when they have, as they
say, saved their own soulg; but that is not Christian, becanse
it is not the spirit of Christ, * Whoseever will save his 1lifé,”
He said, “shall lose it; ” but Jesus Himself eame, az He de-
clared, “not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give
His life a ransom for many.” * Have this mind in you, which
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was also in Christ Jesus: who, existing in the form of God,
eounted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant.”

Now one does not need to be labeled, “ Missionary,” to be
a missionary. We do not have to wear a distinctive dress, nor
show a pious countenamee, nor speak in the solemn siyle, to be
missionaries, We do not have to cross salt water, nor learn a
dozen diffieult langnages, nor have harrowing experiences with
savage peoples. We may, indeed, sometime be called to a
heathen. land, and become famous linguists, and eseape death
by a hairbreadih a thousand times; but those things are not
what makes the missienary; they are mere minor ineidents in,
the life of the missionary. '

But te be a Christian missionary one does have to have a
great life within, A disciple of Jesus Christ is one who does-
the works that Jesus Christ did. ¢ Not every one that saith
unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven.”
Jesus Christ “ went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil” That will he the work of the
Christian missionary,— helping the sick, the afflieted, the un-
fortunate, the sinful, the sorrowing.

If there are any of us here who think that we stand better
with God than some other peeple because we know more truth,
it is high time that we got rid of the idea. Our superior
knowledge — of the sanctvary and the second advent and the
fulfilment of prophecy — does not give us faver with God.
Our supposedly good works— our Sabbath keeping, our tithe
paying, our health veform — cannct save u8. We are not saved
by kecping God’s law; we keep the law, if we do keep if,
because we are saved. And we are saved only b_v\ belicving
in Jesus and by receiving Him into our daily lives. Many a
one who thinks he is of God’s people because he keeps the
SBabbath, is not of CGod’s people, neither is he keeping the
Sabbath; for he cannot keep it unless the love of Christ is
in his life, and manifest to others. Boasting, then, is ex-
cluded; Pharisalsm is lost. We are not better than other
people; we are only (if we allow ourselves to be) the agents
of God’s grace. Qur possession of trath will be made manifest,

a0t by our mueh talking, but by our much working. As Jesuy

bealed the sick,’™ helped the poor, comforted the serrowing,
brought salvation to the sinful, so shall we do, daily, hourly, if
we are His diseiples and fitled with His Spirit,

This is the equipment of the missionary. He must he a
missionary in heart and action, a missionary at home, or he
cannot be a missionary in a foreign land. We have the com-
mission from our Lord to earry His gospel into all the world,
and we are under obligation to do it with all the power at oar
command, with our prayers, our moncy, and our men; but not
one of these will be cffective without our first having the Spirit
of Cirist. We must feel as Jesus feels to make our prayers
of value; we must be as simple in our tastes and as self-
denying in our habits, and as genervous in our giving, as Jesus
was, to make our gifts swell to the neeessary proportion; and
above all, we must be as full of personal helpfulness and min-
istry as Jesus was, to make our missionary efforis of any avail,
here at home or in a distant land.

Organize Our Homes

This spirit must be bred inte our children. The first place
we have the opportumity to do thig is in our homes. We must
organize our homes for thig purpose. Yes, we must organize
our homes. We ghall never have suceess if we attempt a
haphazard Christian life. It will do us and our ehildren no
good, but rather harm, if we go to a good spiritual meeting
and get a revival, and then go home and let ocur Christian
practice go at loose ends, Christianity is a religion of order,
of system, of accomplishment, through plan and action,

Let ws put our homes and our Nves upon a program, and
train ourselves and our children to live to it. There should
be definite fimes for sleeping, for eating, for work, for study,
for play, for reading, for worship. We must fix a definite time
for family prayers and for private prayer and study of the
Bible. Let there not be one Seventh-day Adventist home this
year where the voice of prayer is not heard; let there he not
one Heventh-day Adventist who does not keep the Morning
Wateh, And to insure this, we must organize our home lfe.

>



Cto forth, then, from this brief morning interview with Geod,
to meet the family with a cheerful heart. Your smile, trans-
ferred into your children’s faces, will do more than a thousand
commainds to convert the heathen by and hy. Teach good
cheer in the home by your example of looks and words and
musie. Bing! Sing when you are bappy; and when you are
not happy, sing until you are. Keep the seed of God’s word
in your heart, that it may continually spring up into plants
of joy.

Teach courage. Of Christ it was written: “ He shall not
fail nor he discouraged, till He have set judgment in the earth.”
The life of the Christian missionary is filled with perplexities
and difficulties; he must have gainéd as & child the power to
overcome cbstacles and to refuse to become digeouraged. Your
child will learn this if you refuse to become discouraged over
money trouhles, over faults of your family, over disappojnted
hopes. The life tbat is filled with the glorious hope of the
soon coming of Jesus is proof against discouragement. Will
you prove it?

Teach obedience, To do this you must first of all he obedient.
Are you obeying every command of God that velates to your-
self? Are you intelligent in regard to the laws of health, and
are you observing them? Do you know for yourself what God
requires of you, and are you ylelding w_riliing obedience? Then
you have the foundation for teaching ohedienes to your childyen,
“They will ohserve your actions far move than your words.
Be thoughtful and reasenable in your demands for their serviee
and fheir behavior; and when you have given reasonahle com-
mands, see that they are obeyed. Learn to lead without fuss-
ing; the fewer the eommands, the hetter. Give your c}nldren
" as they grow in ability to comprehend, the reasoms of your
requirements; develop their judgment and their responsihility
for their own actions as they grow older; and so gradually
transfer their habit of ohedience to you to the habit of
chedionce to God. No missionary can be successful unless he
has aequired the habit of glad obedience.

Teach self-contrel. If you mever ghow passion, if you al-
ways keep your temper, if you teach and if you command and
if you discipline in the spirit of ealmness, you will best be
teaching self-control.
who rules his spirit, is able to keep his appetite under control,
and to rule all his passions. Let the diet in your bome bo
gimple, nourighing, and palatahle. It is not wicked to gratify
the appetite, if we keep it within right bounds, and a simple
diet will greatly assist us to do that. Appetite, passion, play,
work, reading, all must be controlled, if we.would have the
power to manage and to control affairs as great as are the
affairs of the gospel work,

Teach service. Thiz iz the end and purpose of all getting.
The health that we build up, the mental powers and graces,
the spiritual experience, are all for the purpose of giving to
our fellow men the serviee that Jesus gave them. The habit
of helpfulness i3 to be gained fivet of all in the homs, Our
own sgerviee to ouy children, wbether in that great hulk of
food and elothing, or in the fine courtesies of social inter-
course, should he ahundant and constant. From our example
of eourtesy, taet, thoughtfulness, and helpfulness, our children
will learn the great Iésson of Chvistian serviee. Let our charity
extend algo heyond our homes, and in visits to the sick and the
needy let the children shave in our service. Trom out of such
‘homes will come the true disciples and missionaries of Christ.

The Church Community

The chnreh is the community of the disciples of Christ, When
we have made our homes schools of Christian life and service,
we shall find onr asgociation fogether in the church preductive
of greater accomplishments for Christ. The firgt requirement
of all in the church is perfect love, “ By this,” said .Jesus,
“shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love
one to another” Not ability to argue, net ability te boast,
not ability to criticize, not ability to be satisfied with oneself
hut ability te love,— that is the proof of diseipleship, And
ahility not merely to love the amiable, the agreeable, but
ability to love the froward, the weak, and the mean. “ A new
commandment T give unio you,” says Jesus, “that ye love
one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love another.”

‘When e arve able to love the worst of our brethren as Jesuy

v

He who bas his tongue under control,
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loved Judas,— yes, as He laves usy/— then the church will he
able to finigh the work of God. ‘

Brethren and sigters, these things must be put away out of
our lives,— eriticism, faultfinding, bickering, pride of opinion,
unholy ambition, God cannot work through us if we Iove
ourselves more than we love our brother. Hg- can ne more
work with a divided church than you can work with a split
ax handle. You and I must heal the breaches, And we shall
do it by daily studying Christ, and talking with Him, until
His life so fills our lives that we do what He did, say what
He said, and think wbat He thought. The reformation of ths
church depends upon you individually and, upon me individually,
and then upon all togetber,

Then the 8abbath school will hecome indeed  the church at
study,” not the church at mimiery. Then the missionary society
will hecome indeed * the chureh at work,” not the church talking
ahouf, itself. Then the sermon and the personal testimony will
hseome the, echo of Spirit-filled lives, and out from the midst
of our churches will go forth the apostles of ‘Christ to finish
His work speedily. -

Value of Our Schools Infinitely Enhanced

‘What has been said of the home and of the, churgh is em-
phatieally true of the'school. Tf our homes were all they sbould
he, the value of our.schocls would he infinitely enhaneed, Their
encrgy might than he more fully given to the development, and
not so much to the conversion, of students.. Qur. sehools need
our stfong support. They need the support of our approhation
and encouragement, and they need the support of a large attend-
anee of rightly trained young peopls, They are not likely to be
at a much higher spiritual level than cur churches. Qut of our
churches, out of our homes, come the students and the teachers
who make our schools. Some devoted mother like Hannah may
now and then produce a Bamuel who shall make his school a
school of the prophets; some father like Zacharias may prepare
a John the Baptist fo call ginners to repentance. ' But if we
would make a wholly perfect people to finish the work of God
in the earth, we must make them at home. And as we do so,
we shall find our scheols ncreasingly producing those mission-
aries for God who shall complete the great commission and
hring the rveign of rightecusn@ss.

To our system of schools, from the primary chureh school
to the college training school, we must chiefly look for the
development and preparation of our youth for the great work
God has committsd to our charge. For the right ordering and
direction of those scbools we must depend upon the right state
of our churches and our homes, The right state of our churches
and our homes depends upon the success of our individual Tives.
And for the making of our lives all they should be, we must
each one daily look {0 God. The success of God’s cause, the
finishing of the gospel work, in the last analysis depends upon
you and me, today, tomorrow, until the end. Let us scek God,
not with our lips only, but with our hearts, for tho completion
of His work of grace in‘ us, and then fhrough us.

Let Us Take Time

Ler us take time fo read the Bihle, Its treasures will last
when we shall have ceased to care for the war of political
parties, the rise and fall of stocks, or the petiy happenings of
the day

Let us take time to get acquainted with our families, The
wealth you are accumulating, burdened falher, may be a douht-
ful blessing to the son who is a stranger to you. Your beauti-
fully kept house, busy mother, ¢an never be a home to the
dauwghter whom you have no time to caress.

Tet us take time to be pleassnt. The small eourtesibs, which
we often omit beeause they are small, will some day look larger
to us than the wealth which we sovet or the fame for which we
struggle,

Let us take time to get acquainted w1th Christ, The hour is
coming -8wiftly for us all when one touch of His hand in the
farkness will mean move than all that is written in the daybook
and ledger or in the records of our little social world.

Let us take time for the morming and the evsning prayer.
The day will be brighter, and sleep more restful, if we have
elaimed the guidance and guardianship of God.— Selected.

1
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A Prescription for the Cirre of Sick Churches

Tﬁl;: widely. known weekly journal bearing the titley The
Country Gettleman, in the issue of Feb.-11, 1922, contains an
“article by A. B. Maedonald entitled, ¢ Big Country Churches.”
Tn this artiele speeial mention is made of a visit to the Men-
nonite church at Bsrne, Ind., Wwhere the sattendapee at the
weskly ehurch and Sunday school services averages 1,000, al-
though the population of Berne itself is estimated at only
1,500, Naturally the question arose in the mind of the visitor,
“« Why is this Sunday school and chureh congregation 50 large,
when 0 many rural Sunday sehoolsand churches are dwindling
away?” The answer given by the aged pastor is full of sig-
nifieanee. He said: :

“ It goes back to the family — to Bible study and worship
in the home, ‘torthe children.” We are commanded to seareh
the Seriptures at home, and to teach them to gur ehildren. W

Mennonitos obey that command, and we are blegsed for it..

You will find it in Detteronomy 6:7: ¢ And Thou shalt teach
them [the Beriptures] diligently unto thy ehildren, and shalt
talk of them [the Secriptures] when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up. Any ehurch membership that obeys
that command will live and grow.’ ‘

The superintendent of the Sunday sehool stated:

« This big chureh and Sunday sehool has its roots planted
deeply in the homes of our people. T do not kmow one Men-
nonite home in all this community in which .there iz not daily
famjly, worship and Bible study. The eburch and Sunday
school aTe merely the flower and fruit of the tree; its sustenance

_comes from family worship.”

» Tt was stated that 95 per cent of the children of Menmonite
familiss enter, the church hefore they become of age.

Anather'of the ehurch officials, who has a record for having
gerved as secretéry of the Sunday school for forty-ohe years,
and as deacon of the chureh for twenty-one years, said:

%71 ean give you 2 preseription for the eure of all the sick
ehurches in the world; it will raise any chureh from the dead.
Here i the formula: One chapter of the Bible, and one fervemt
prayer; mix, and take each moming after arising, and each
night before retiring, in the home, with the family gathered
round. Let that remedy spread throughout a neighborhood,
and it will cure thai tired feeling in the worst run-down church,
and make it sing and shout so lend you can hear it for miles.

“ The proof of the value of familly worship and heme train-
ing is found in the fact that every revival in this ehureh in
forty years began in a home. Usually when a church begins
to lag behind, the leaders bring in a revivalist fo hold a cam-
peign in the church, and there is always great complaint at the
number of converts in such ehurch meetings who do not continue

. on, The reason is that there is no worship and Bible study in
the home, and service onee a week in the chureh is not encugh
to nourish a mew convert. The Bible says we must feed on
the Word. One meal a week is starvation rations, Our vevivals
begin by some one’s getting concerned about his' gonl, His
family prays with him. The neighbors ecome in, The fervor
spreads until no house iv big enough in which to hold the
meetings, and they come to the ehurch. We get an evangelist,
and the revival sweeps on like a fire ini dry stubble. In one
of these revivals we added 178 to the church—and all young
people. After they eome in they are fed on the Word, at home
and in ehurch, and they stay and grow and become workers.”

What would a journalist’s repert of existing conditions in
Seventh-day Adventist families and ecommunities reveal if
given to the publie press? This is a question which gives
rise to serious reflection. Such a report would no doubt show
far greater activity on the part of Seventh-day Adventists in
reaching to earth’s remotest bounds with the gospel message
for today, than would be found in any other -religious body;
but if the searchlight were turned onto our homes, would they
gtand the tesl? S

‘We agree with the statement that the chureh and the Sabbath
school are the flower and fruit of the tree whieh derives its
sustenance from family worship, and we know that the suceess
of our thorough organization, many plans, and extensive activity
depends upon the sanetity of the home. Let the word pass all
along the line — Strengthen the home base! Follow the pre-
seription: o

“ One chapter of the Bible
One fervent prayer.
Mix, and take each morning after arising, and
each night hefore retiving, in the home, ‘with the

, family gathered round.”
HoMmE MISsIoNARY DEPARTMENT.

Is Your Home an Exception?

In the time of those later years of Jsrael’s apostasy, when

the nation was rapidly nearing the terrible experienees ineident
to the captivity, representatives of the world’s mightiest king-
dom visited Jerusalem to learn- of Israel’'s God., But ab this
time Israel failed to measure up to the high standard “which
God had ordained, Hezekiah showed his royal visitors his
wealth, and enlarged upon Israel’s military stremgth; but hig
course was speedily rebuked by the prophet Isaiah. (See
2 Kings 20: 15.) .
. ““What have they seen in thine house??” wag the startling
question of the man of God. Hezekiah recounted the history
of the visit of Babylow’s messengers, and Jssiah in turn told
him of the awful judgment that was coming upon Israel be-
cauge of their departure from God, and their failure to let the
truth of God shine forth.

As truly as Tsrael was set in the world to be a light unte
all nations, so Seventh-day Adventists have been called to wit-
ness for God in these closing days of earth’s history. Isaiab’s
question comes to every church member today, What have the
callers of the world “seen in thine house”?

God’s design for the hoiﬁes of His people is stated ag .

follows:

% From ¢very Christian home 2 holy light should@ shine forth;

. homes where God is worshiped, and truest love reigns,
From these homes, morning and evening prayer ascends to
God as sweet incense, and His mercies and blessings deseend
upon the suppliants like the morning dew. A well-ordered
Christian household is a powerful argument in favor of the
reality of the Christian religion, —an argument that the
infidel eannot gainsay.”— Patriarche and Prophets,” p. 144,

‘We must acknowledge with sadness that there are Seventh-
day Adventist homes whieh fadl to measure up to the standard
God has set. While many explanations might be made as to
the eause of this failure, in the majority of instanees it ig
atiributable to megleet of prayer. As has been truly stated,
“In too many ‘houscholds, prayer is neglected. Parents feel
that they have no time for morning and evening worship. . . .
They have no time to offer prayer for divine help and guidance,
and for the abiding presence of Jesus in the househeld. They
go forth to labor as the ox or the horse goes, without ome
thonght of God er heaven” — Id., p. 143,

Iz’ it not time that God’s design for the home shall be ‘kept
in the forefront of all our Christian activity, and that earnest
effort be made to strengthen the pillars of God’s eause by
making our homes centers of light?

Greater than our failure to represent God properly before
our neighbors, is our failure to represent God properly hefore
our children. “I stand with' that great company of psople
today who helieve that we are in the beginning of a great
revival of religion,” states Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, “and I
am persuaded that this revival is to be helped on, not seo
much by preaching, though that is not to be ignered, or by
singing, though that is in itself ugeful, but by changing for
the betfer the conditions of the homes in our land.”

To Seventh-day Adventists is given the direct message which
follows: o

“If ever there wag a time when every house ghould be a house
of prayer, it is now. Infidelity and skepticism prevail. In-
iquity ahounds. . ., . In this time of fearful peril, some whe
profess to be Christians have no family worship, They do uol
honor God in the home; they do not teach their children to love
and feax Him, ., . , By sincers, ¢amest prayer pavents should
make a hedge about their children. They should pray with full
£zith that God will ahide with them, and that holy angels will
guard them and their children from Satan’s eruel power. In
every family there should be a fixed time for morning and
evening worship.”—* Testimonies,” Vol, VII, pp, 42, 43.

The story is told of “a returned missionary who had been
for twentiy-five years away from his home because he would net
aecept hin' furloughs, who was asked, after he had been in
California for a little season, what Impressed him most after
his absence of & quarter of a eentwry. The reporfer expected
him to say that he was impressed with the telephone system
which binds houses and cities together, or that he was amazed
at the wirelegs telegraphy by means of which on the wave
“eurrents of the air messages are semt from one eity to am-
other; but the returned missionary espressed no such surprise.
He said, - When I went away from America, almost every home
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had its family altar; now that I have returned, I have watched

very earefully, and find that a family altar in a house is the -

exception and not the rule’”

In so far as this is true, there is cause for great alarm, for
in -proportion as the home fails, the church and the nation fail.
Is your home an exception in this prevailing situation? < What
have they geen in thine house?” Many men and women, boys,
and girls, can today give convineing testimony as to the
gaving influences of the family prayer circle, We know that
this influence is not dead. But we appeal to the homes where
the family altax has fallen down, and to the new homes where
the altar has not yet been established, to start the new year
right by covensanting with God to keep the fires brightly burn-
ing on the altar of prayer, that the light may shine forth to
all in the home, and beyond the threshold into the neighbor-
hood and community, and on and on in reflex action to the
uttermost parts of the earth, J. ApAMS STEVENS.

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings

First Week

OPENING EXERCISES: Song, Season of Prayer, Reports of
Experiences in Missionary Work. . ‘

Seviptuve Lesson: Hebrews 10:; 23-26,

Roeading : “ The Resurrection of a Prayer Meeting.”

Review of First Week Reading Course Assighment.

The Resurrection of a Prayer Meeting

MY prayer meeting was dying. What was the wise thing
to do? Have a funeral service. In place of the usual notice
of the prayer meeting, the eongregation on Sabhath morning
sat up wWhen I read the following from the paipit:

“ The funeval services of the iate Mrs, Prayer Meeting will
be held in the church parlors on Wednesday evening at 7: 30
P, b, - The doctor examined her pulse last Wednesday, and could
hardly find it, Cause of death: heart disease and lack of
exercise. Special notiece: The elders are roquested o act as
pallbearers.”

Some smiled. Ome lady, a little deaf, asked her uneighbor,
“Who is dead? I did mot quite catch the name.”

There was a good attendance on Wednesday evening. They
wondered what was up, I followed the funeral idea through
the'servics. I read the account of the death of Doreas, and
spoke from the words, “ This woman was full of good works
and almsdeeds which she did.” Acts 9: 368, I tried to show
what a blessing Mrs, Prayer Meeting had been all these years
to the church: her labore of love, the part she had played in
building up the churgh, in the formation of charaeter, ste.

We did not bury Mrs. Prayer Mesting. She csme back to
life. The attendance has inereased 100 pev cent. I am going
to announce a funeral every time Mrs. Prayer Meeting dies,
Try a funeral for your prayer meeting.— Dr. Maurice Grigs.

Second Week

Opening Exercises; Song, Reports, Review of Reading Course
Asgignment,

Seripture Lesson: Hebrews 13: 15, 16.

Iliustration: “ A Neglected Phase of Worship.”

Prayer and Testimony Service.

A Neglected Phase . of W'orshil;

“Tw.an old chronicle of the Middle Ages, we are told that
God sent, once upon a time, two angels to the earth with very
definite instruetions. Both were provided with large reeeptacles,
and were told te travel to and fvo throngh the earth, and there
to gather, the one the petitions, and the other the thanksgivings,
of the children of God.
finally returned. The angel of prayer, we ave told, was stag.
gering under a heavy burden, and besides the bag on his back,
was earrying a large buudle of prayers in each hand. His face
ywas beaming with joy. Indeed, God's people on the earth were
prayerful people! But the angel of thanksgiving wore a look
of disappointment. He had worked wvery hard and searched
very diligently, but all he brought back was a meagerly filled
pouch. Surely the children of God were forgetful of answered
nrayers.”

They wkre out a long time, and '

This incident serves to illugtrate the truth of the statement
fouhd in “Sfeps to Christ: ”

“We need to praise God more ‘ for His goodness, and for
Hig wonderful works o the children of men, OQOur devotional
exercises should not consist wholly in asking and recelving.
Let us not he always thinking of our wants, and never of the
benefits we receive. We do nét pray any too much, but we are
too gparing of giving thanks, We are the constant recipients
of God’s mercies, aid yet how little gratitude we express, how
little we prajse Him for what He has done for us. . . . The
sonl may aseend nearer heaven on the wings of praise,, God
is worshiped with song and musie in the courts above, and
a3 we express our gratitude, we are approximating to the
worship of the lheavenly hosts.— Pages 107-109.

—_—— i — ———
Third Week

Opening Exercises: Song, Prayer, Reports,

Scripture Symposinm—— Comfort (have different ones read
texts) : Isaiah 51; 21; 66: 13; 2 Corinthiang 7: 6; John
14: 18; 15:26; 14: 26,

Reading: ¢« The Ministry of Comfort.”

Review of Reading Course Assignment,

The Ministry of Comfort

Wt need great wisdom for the ministry of comfort. . . .
We necd to be sure that we understand God's way of giving
eomfort. . . . A professor in a theological seminary sald to
the students: “ Naver fail in any sexviea to speak a word of
comfort, No congregation, however small, ever assembles but
there s in it at least one person in sorrow who will go away
unhelped if in Seripture lesgon, hymn, prayer, or sermon there
is nothing to colnfort a mourner or to 1lift up a heavy heart.”

An American preacher said, “I never look over a ‘comgre-
gation of people waiting for a message fromh my life, without
thinking of what burdens many of them are carrying, through
what struggles they are passing, what sorrows they are enduring,
and how mueh they need comfort and enecuragement that they
may be able to go on in their pilgrimage journey —Dr, J. K,
Miller,

Fourth Week

Opening Fxereises: Song, Prayer, Seripturs Lesson,
Reading: “ What Baought Her”
Review of Reading Course Assignment.

What Brought Her ?

ON some of the migsionary reports which come in from
foreign ficlds theve is an item of misgionary work entitled,
“ Numher of Persons Brought to Meeting.” This seggests a
ling of misgionary aetivity to which more attention should be
given, for it ig within the reach of all who are able to attend
public services, and involves large results, as is'indieated by
the following ineident: '

A useful and active mgmher of a cortain churech told a
younger woman in it, one day, the story of her membership.
‘Yearg ago I was 2 maid in a ﬁouse near that of your family,’
ghe said, ‘and I was very shy and afraid to come to church.
I did net think anybody cared whether a gervant went to ehureh
or not; but one day your mother spoke to me very kindly at
the gate, and asked me to go with her to the prayer meeting.
I went, and every word seemed to be for me, I want several
times, both to chuveh and to prayer 'meeting, and then youy
father spoke to me about my interest in the church, and asked
me to join it. That 48 how I eame to be & Christiar —not by
the work of any teacher or evangelist, but just beecause of two
Christians who cared enough to help me to God)

“Two small acts of Christian brotherhood ~— how direst a
work they did! Yet the busy woman who asked the housemaid
at the gate to come to prayer meeting, and the busy man whe
spoke to her after chureb, probably thought they had litle
chance to do anything toward saving souls, They did what
they conld, along their daily way — that was all; but reailly
that iz all that is needed to produce tvue and immediate results,
The busy church member who leaves all efforis to bring people
to church, te the minister, is missing a daily opportunity and
a daily blessing, They ¢ cared encugh to help me to God,/—
that is the seeret of true ministry for Christ, and there is
always time for it and place for it in every life. If gvery
young Christian would bub belisve this and practise it, the
churches would be filled, and the minister would feel the power
of a hundred helpers behind every sermon preached.” '

:
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Inspiration bids all who have heard and asceepted the gospel

invitation, to say, “ Come,” to whoscever will Shall we not
be more diligent in improving opportunities to extend the in-
vitation to those about us to come to the house of prayer amd
o Hsten to the message of truth for this time? As Moses said
to hiz father-in-law, the Midianite, who observed with amaze-
ment the movements of ancient Tsrael as they journeyed toward
the Promiced Land, so today we may say to all with whom we
eome in contact: “ We are journeying unto the place of which
the Lord said, T will give it to you: come thou with us, and we
will do thee good: for the Lord hath spoken good eoncerning
Israel” Num. 10: 29.

That Stormy Day

WHAT a pity it rains today! Of course I cannot go to the
mlssmnary meetlng in this storm. But T'm not respongible for
the weather, that's certain, There’s the ‘phone. Hello! 'Why,
yes, Molly, P11 ruon down. * No, it won’t put me out one bib
You know T have a new silk rubber-lined storm coat and high
oveushoes, It's a good day to teach you that new stitch, for
no one will be apt to disturb uvs, T’11 be there in half an hour.
Good-by! O dear! There’s that Voiee again! Yes, Molly
does live two bloeks beyond the church, but I'll go next week
to the meeting.— Selected.

THE HOME COMMISSION
‘What Have You to Do with It ?

IF you are & father or a mother, you have one pnvﬂege and
one duty in relation to the Home Commission.

If you are not a parent, but yet have any reason to be in-
terested in child training, you have still the same privilege and
duty.

The privilege is to avail yourself of all the aid which the
Commission, through its work and its agencies, ean afford you in
bseoming the eoworkers and helpers of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the making of happy, purposeful homes, and in the training
of our children — Christ’s childven-—for Hig kingdem and
gervice.

The duty is to give out of your experience a.nfi knowledge
alf possibie aid to the plaus and work of the several depart-
ments through which the Commission works, and to the Com-
mission direet. This help the Commission earmestly solicits
of you.

You may avail youreelf of the lines of study and reading
* suggested. You may put into practice those suggestions which
you find adapted to the needs of your home and children.

You may eo-operate with the Commission in making suecess-
ful home institutes and camp-meecting studies, by your faithful
attendanee and study and your ready suggestions and discus-
sions.

It will be a prwﬂege both to you amd to us, for you, as
parents, teachers, and others, to write to the officers and mem-
bers of the Home Commission intimately and particularly of
your prohlems, both yeceiving and giving eounsel, and relating
experiences which will help in solving others’ difficulties. Ad-
dress, The Home Commission (or auny member), Gereral Con-
ference, Takoma Park, Washington, D. C.

The Home Commisgion belongs to you.
And may God bless our homes!

Let’s serve to gether.

\ Special Notices ,
\ Home Missionary Reading Course

THE Reading Course Asgignment appearing in this issue of
the GAZETTE eompletes the review of “ The Acts of the Apos-
tles,” which hag heen studied week by week during 1922. As
we emerge from thiz mine of rich nuggets of thought for
Christian workerg, we frust all come forth iaden with }nsp}rax
tion for more efficient and diligent serviee, -

Beginning with next month, a similar week-by-week study
will be made of the bogk, “The Ministry of Healing,” by
Mzrs. E. G, White, which has been selected as one of the books
in the 1923 Home Misgionary Reading Course. It iy earnestly

Hoped that every church elder and leader, missionary secretary,
the head of every family, and each individsal unit represented
in the churches, will seeure a eopy of “ The Ministry of Heal-
ing,” and follow the outline of study which will be pregented in
the GAZzEITE each month. Although many may already have
this hook, and may have read it on previous oceasions, let us
make it @ textbook of study from the missionary viewpoint
during the year 1823,

The Home Missionary Workers' Calendar

As an aid in keeping in tosch with the topies for the
missionary services of the year, and all other special services
and offerings to be observed during 1923 by the demomination,
ag well as furnishing valuable information of ‘& varied nature,
the Home Missionary Workers’ Calendar for 1923 should be
placed in every Seventh-day Adventist home. This calendar
is not only useful, but a thing of beauty, to be appreciated by
young and old alike. It cam he obtained through the traet
societies for the small sum of twenty-five cents a copy, post-
paid. (Rates higher in Canada.)

Reading Course Assignment for the Month of
January, 1923

First Week

“The Aects of the Apostles,” chapters 50, 51.

Spectal Study.— Paragraphs 1, 2, p. 526.

Eeview— (1) What was the dymg testimony of the apostle
Paul? (2) Whatis the onc essential qualification for Christian
cervice ae emphasized in the experience of Peter? (3) What
important lesson may we learn from the Saviour’s manner of
dealing with Peter? (4) What element of discipline enters
into the education given in the sehool of Christd

Second Week

“ Tho Aets of the Apostles,” ehapters 52, 53.

Special Study.— Paragraph 2, p. 530,

Review— (1) What remarkable transformation of character
was revealed in Peter during the last years of his life? (2}
For what was the apostle John distinguished? (3) What
natural traits of charaeter did Johm exhibit? (4) Why did
the Master Iove Jobn more than any other of the twelve?
(5) How were the offects of this close fellowship with Christ
revealed in John’s serviee for others?

' Third Weck

“The Aects of the Apostles,” chapters 54, 55.

8pecial Study.— Paragraph 1, p. 549

Eeview.— (1)How were the disciples led to a clear under-
standing of the “ new commandment® which the Saviour
enjoined upon them shortly before His accension? (2) How
were the effects of obedience to this commandment manifest?
(3) What is heaven’s measaring line for true filness ag Chrig-
tian workers? (4) What five things may be asked for in prayer
with positive assurance of angwer?

Fourth Week

“The Acts of the Apostles” chapters 56, 57, 58.

8pecial Study.—- Last paragraph, p. 598, to end of p. 600.

Review-— (1) Who was the Iast survivor of the apostles?
{2) Tn what respect was his experience similar to that of the
three Hebrew worthies of Nebuchadnezzar’s day? (3) In what
respect does the history of John afford a striking illustration
of the way in which God can use aged workers¥ (4) What
model characteristies of true followers of Christ are recorded
tn the early history of the Ephesus chureh?

CHERIST calls vpon us to labor patiently and perseveringly
for the thousands perishing in their sins, seatfered in all lands,
like wrecks om a desert shore. Those who share in Christ’s
glory must shave also in His muustly —+ Festimonies,” FVol,
IX, p. 31 -

THE presentation of the truth, in love and simplicity, from
house to house, 18 in harmony with the instruction that Christ
gave His diseiples when He sent them out on their first mis.
sionary tour.—" T'estimonies,” Vol. IX, p. 84 . - \

Gon will do the work if we furnish Him with the instru.
menis.—¢ Testimonies, ¥ Vol IV, p. 107,
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Migsionary Volunteer
Bepartment

Devotional Meetings for January 6

Topie: Our Service for 1923,
Suggested Senior Program '
1, Opening Song Serviee: (Suggested songs, 537, 530, 638,
.- 590, 532, 8%, in “ Christ in.Seng.) .

2, Seripture Reading: Matthew 6:19-24; Proverbs 23: 26;
1 Timothy 4: 12; eoncluding by repeating in unison
Matthew 24: 14,

. Beveral Short Prayers,
. Leader’s Talk,
. Bpecial Voeal Musie.
. Presentation of Goals:
. Conversions.
. Btandard of Attainment.
Reading Courses,
. Meriing Watch and Bible Year. !
Reporting Members.
. Migsion, Financial.
. 8Song, “ Christ in Song,” No. 594, or recitation, * Servies.”
, Talk: ¢ Our Opportunity Ffor Servies.” '
. Responses.
, Cloging Song: ‘¢ Christ in Seng,” Ne. 484, and prayer.
Buggested Junior Program
. Qpening Exercises.
. Seripture Lesson.
. Special Musie.
. Buperintendent’s Talk.
. Symposium:
a. Standard of Attainment Goal
b, Our Beading Course.
¢. The Morning Watch.
d. Bible Year, :
¢. Reporting Members,
fv Our Migsion Goal.
. Reading: “ A Message.”
. Roll Call: Signing Up,
. Close with S8ong and Prayer.

Senior Notes

This very first program of the new year is fer the purpose
of catching the vision for 1923, to see what there is to do, to
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eongider the objectives, and {0 express our determination and ~

our desire to attain to these goals,

To the Leader— You will undoubtedly reeeive from your.

conferenge Missionary Volunteer secretary a statement of the
Missionary Volunteer goals for the year 1923, Ile will give
vou in a specific manner the aims to work to in your local
soeisty. If you do not receive this message from your geeretary
early, it would be well for you to write direct to him, and thus
be sure to have the information befors you in time for your
own eonsideration and that of your officers. One of the socie-
ties of your conference will have the epportunity of having the
‘loeal confersnce secretary present in person. Perhaps, if you
make request early, your invitation may be the accepted ene. In
cage it ig, plan with the secretary for a strong prosentation of
the goals, stressing your local society’s needs and the aims of
this year ag eompared with those of last. Be ready, if possible,
to appoint or eleet your band leaders, and to get your various
‘eommittees to working., Waste ne time in getting at work,
*go that your society will feel that this is to ba a year of achieve-
ment and progress, Many of these details can be arranged at
your executive meeting, so that your firsf soclety meeting will
find everything ruuning smoothly. ’

Soripture Reoding— Let a good reader, perhaps one of the
assistant leaders or the secrelary, take thig number of the
program. Other seriptures might he added. TIn repeating in
unigon the Missionary Volunteer aim, as given in Matthew
24: 14, the pledge and the consecration sentence may well be
brought in. .

Several Short Proyers.— Bither the leader or the one who
gives the Seripture reading may call for conseeration prayers
at this time. Asgk for volunteers, but waif only a moment
before ealling upon three or four to give short, fervent prayers.
Speeify that the prayers are to be on the thought of willing
gervice and consecration for a definite work,

Leoder’s Talkr— Tt 38 presumed that as this is a new year,
there may he new offieers taking charge, and this will he their
fivgt meeting, Or if some of the old officers are ro-elected, they
too will desire to give short talks eoncerning their hopes and
aims and desires for the sociely for the new year. Let it e
urged, however, that before the leader gives his falk, he call a
special meeting of all the ncw officers, and go over with them
the goals and plans for the mew year, bringing before them
hig plans for the bettarment of the society, and obtaining from
them a statement of their plans and hopes, Lef this committee
meeting be progressive and co-operative to the fullest extent.
When you, agleader, give your talk at this point in the program,

let it be not only the leader’s prospectus for 1923, but the
united opinion of all your officers. Touch briefly on the good
work of the last year. Do not hesitate to compliment the
outgoing officers, for you will appreciate better their problems
before you have completed your term; then touch very briefly
on the goals, mentidning specific ways of reaching them, Con-
fine your statement to the general determination of the officers
to work with and for the society, that you may all achieve
your highegt purpose during 1923,

Special Voeal Musio—If possible, make certain that this
muste, whether a duet] a selo, a quartet, or a trio, be on the
thought of consecrated service,

Recitation: * Service,”— If this i3 well rendered, it will be
a helpful educational inspiration, Let the last stanza bear
special emphagis. If not used as a recitation, either the leader
or the one who gives tho speeial talk on  Qur Determingiion,”
may well bring it in. Or it may be read.

Presentation of Gogls—-There are six goals emphasized by
the Missionary Voluntesr Department, and they are here noted,
not with the thought that yow will have a leng talk on each
one, but that you may not evetlook any, The lettor from the
conference -secretary will specify your soelety’s goals, Why
not put these six goals on the blackbeard or a sheet of paper,
giving, the results for 1922, and then ask six young people to
present the conference goalg for 1923, and place bsfore the
Society the question as to whether they should not be inereased
in the local sociely the coming vear? Of course, yon will not
decrease, nor will yon inerease se far that attainment will be
impossible, But raise the goals if possihle, and set them
intelligently, No speaker sheuld take more than five minutes.
Bubjects may be combined if thought best, Be sure that your
gociety hgs the opportunity of setting an increased goal if
it ig desired, and place this figure alongside the results of 1922,

Talk: “ Our Opportunity for Service”— Your best speaker
should give this talk of about ten minutes. et it be a rousing
determination to work and achieve and give servies, through
prayer bands, personal work, snd co-operative endeavor. It
ghould lead up to the next number, “ Responses.”

Responses— These should be given out beforehand to a few,
and shonld act merely as suggestive thoughts for a word of
encouragemont and determination fto make 1923 a forward-
looking year. Let this be the prineipal feature of your whele
meeting.

Additional Helps— You may find help in the following

Missionary Velunteer leaflety (order through your tract
soelety) : '

No. 87. Under the Yoke of Service ...... 3

No. 61. Our Young People and Thelr Work. .0114

Neo. 64, The Seeret of Boul-Winning ...... 014

Ko. 72, Others May, You Canuwot ........ L0014

No. 74. Living the Life That Wins ...... .01

No. T8 Life's Purpose .,.vv.vievennvnn.. .01

. U, v, W

Junior Notes

This is a chanee for every Junior to catch a glimpse of the
road before him. The path lies straight ahead, and it is going
to raquire the continuous effort of every boy and girl o arvrive
at the end. By this time the goals from the local eonference
seeretary should be in the hands of every superintendent.
Nearly every conference plans some device. Be sure thig is in
hand and ready to pregent af this meeting. ‘

Seripture Lesson— Pasy out slips of paper bearing texts
of encouragement for the offort before us. Have & number
of Juniors take part in this exercise. The follewing may be
among those uged: 1 Cor, 9:24, 85; Phil. 3: 13, 14; 2 Tim.
2:3,4; Heb. 12: 1, 2; Matt. 6: 22-24; ate,

Superintendent’s Talk.—- The purpese of this talk is twofold s
Pirst, to give the children an idea of the valus of having a
goal; and secondly, to help them fo realize that the very best
goal that can be placed before us is that of winuing others to
the Master. The Following are hints which may awaken a.
train of thought in the mind of the superintendent:.

In the trackless wastes of snow the only safe ruls of travel is
to choose eut seme landmark away in the distanee, and keep the
eyes on that until it ig safely reached. It is then possible to
see and choose mew heights. Suech should our goals he to us.

How many have tried to ent a piece of goods straight to a
given point? The experienced dressmaker keeps her eyes on the
point, not on the scisgors.

Throughout ¢ndless ages God has worked toward the goal
of having 2 world of sinless beings rojoicing in His love. Every
child of His that truly loves Him, takes God’s goal for his
own. Paul did, and he reaehed it. 2 Tim. 4: 7. Jesus had a
very definite idea of Hig work. He had but three and a half
years in whieh to reveal the plan of the Father to a whole world.
And at the close of those short years He said, ¢ Yt is finished; ”
“T have finished the work.” John 17;4; 19: 30, He worked
toward His goal steadily, surely, day hy day.

Yon and I are ealted in to help finish up on the home stretch.
Tf we finish the task, we musi work to very definite emds, Our
goal for this year is persons brought to a Enowledge of
the Baviour.

The key that opens heaven’s own gate to uy is that other
person whom we may hring with ns, .

Follow this up with practical snggestions as Lo how we may
win some eme else, If you know of any instance whers a hoy
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or girl has brought a kaowledge of the Saviewr fo others, tell
it. Fiizabeth was able to tell the story of Jesus to some foreign
children, after she bad helped the oldest girl with her dishes
geveral times. 1 know of another girl who helped & whole
family by bringing her little girl neighbor to Sabb.a.th sehool.
Help the children to realize that it is not much that is required,
—just kindness, thoughifulness, and prayer. -

Symposgium.—- In reality there are seven goals, but it is hest
for the superintendent to present the first, that of winning
others. In chooging Juniors to present the other goals, if
possible geloet those who have been faithful in working for
the same goal the previous year. Theso ialks should not be
more than two minutes each.

Btandard of Attainment Goal— The Junior giving this talk
should outline what the Standard of Attainment s, Ile should
have a Junior Standard of Attainment leaflet (price, 6 cents.
It can be obtained from the traet society secretary). Perhaps
a short drill, if it 3s lively, might be profitable, The Jumior
may agk a2 number of questions from the Standard of Attain-

ment Manual, and see how many ean yespond prompily with
. a text which gives a “ reagon of the hope”” wilhin ns. Bxplain
that those passing eighth grade Bible are qualified for a certifi-
cate. During the year we expect to have a number of pro-
grams on denominational history. They will -help those who
wish to try for the Standard of Attainment. Have some
enrolment blanks ready, and encourage all to sign,

Reading Course Goal— The Janior who gives this talk should
be ready to tell something about the books in fast year’s Read-
ing Coéurse,’ A brief ageount of when and how he read them.
wenld encourage others to try. A little talk on stieking to it
until it is finished, i8 then in place. Have Reading Course
entolment blanks ready for all those to sign who are willing
to finish. Have a number of Reading Course leaflets on hand
for distribution. .

Morning Wateh Goal)— This talk may take the form of a
rapid Morning Wateh drill. Let the Junior condueting it
speak of the subject for the week, and give out the verses. The
_ first boy or girl finding the text might repeat or read it. Ask
. each to choose from the verses of the week the one he thinks
.most helpful. Then, with the help of suggestions from the

superintendent, lay before the society some practisal plang for
keeping the Morning Wateh.

Bible Year Goal.— Away off in the interior of Afriea, some
native boys were given some New Testaments, the very first
they ever possessed. They were then told about the plan of

. reading the Bible through. Here is what the missionary wrote
about them:

“Weg were planning on following the reading of the New
Testament, as given in one ¢f tha Morning Wateh Calendars.
As we were flve weeks late in starfing, we thonght they had
not a very good beginming, But imagine our surprise when we
found pn the following Sabbath that some had read six week’s
assignment in one week! Only a limited number of Testaments
were gent from England, so there were only five books that the
boys had access to after school hours. When we gtop to think
that they put in all the way from four to six hours a day work-
ing, besides their regular-school studies, alsp an hour in night
school, and kad no lights in their compounds to read by n the
evening, we can appteciate how they utilized the moments.
Many stayed in at recess to read. We were greatly encouraged
to see them take hold of thie so enthusiastieally, but had not
expected the surprise that came goon.

“ March 15, when we were going to the house during recess,
Kowili stepped up to us and with & beaming face anriouneced
that now he had filnished reading the New Testament. We conld
scarcsiy believe it! He was not in the head class, nol even
a baptized member of the church;; but we had notieed he was
reading faithfully. Then a little Inter Mark, a' shy-faced chap
of about twelve or thirteen, came to tell us that he had already
finished reading on Sabbath, the Tith. So there was the
record breaker,— in exactly five weeks from the day they oot
the books to read, Mark had completed the whole New Testa-
ment. While we would not recommend speed above very careful
reading, this just shows how energetically they take hold of an
enterprige,” . - ‘ '

If heathen boys and girls can do this, will not God require
of us an aceount of our moments? Cloge your talk with gome
practical suggestions, and call for an expresgion as to how many
are ready to begin.

Reporting Member's Geal.— Every member a reporting mem-
ber! The Junior giving this talk might bring to the minds of
the others just what it means to report. Newspapers, the
Review and Herald, 8nd oven our owh Bibles are full of what
people are doing or have done. "What wonld the Bible be, for
instanee, if Paul hadwt told about this and that person he
helped? Just a little thoughtfulness— that’s all it takes!
And remember, it is always an inspiration to uns to hear of
what othsr Juniors are doing. The Bible tells us “to provoke
. o« to good works” Reporting is the way to do it, We
often hear of whole churehes being stirred by what the Juniory
have done,

Miggion Cfoal— Harning money for Jesus is the very least
we can do. Have a numhber of guggestionsg ready. The Jumior
Missionary Volunteer Mannal, pages 39-42, will be a help to
the hoy or girl preparing this,

Reading : “ 4 Message”— This is to be,seni to you by your
loeal sonferemce secrvefary. Ifave it thoroughly. prepared for
good reading. - - .

Roll Call— If the signing up for the various endeavors has
been dome at the conclusion of caeh. talk, which is really ‘pref-
erable, the superintendent can lead out in a ghort consecration
service. Haeh boy and girl may be led to respond to his
name with an expression of his .willingness to do his best.

' H. H.

Service o
You may grow ie great richeg and glory, S
You may toil for yourself through the day,
You may write in your record and story )
The struggle youw've met on the way; -
But vain js the fame that you boast of,
And wasted the years that you scan,
Your strength you have not made the most of,
If you've rendered no serviee {o man.

If something of you isn’t living o
Long after your spirit has fled; .

It your hand eeases toiling and giving .
The minute your body is dead,

You have quitted this world as a debtor
And failed in the idfinite plan;

If you leave not one roadway that’s better,
Yon have rendered no gervice to man,

You may work for the profits of abor,
"‘And elaim all ifs payments in gold;
But then if you help not your neighbor,
 Your toil is both selfish and eold;
If it brings no delight to another,
No rest to an overworked clan, )
The earth shall your memory smother,
For you’ve rendered no servies to man,

For the things men are planning and doing
Must be for the joy of all

The sum of the goals we're pursuing
TUnselfishly world-wide must fall

Ang if nobody’s burdens are lighter
Than when your poor being began,

You have dismally failed as a fighter,
For you've rendered mo serviee to man.

—Edgqr 4. Guest,

Our Opportunity for Service

Ir wmost young people today are to be trained for Christian
servico at all, they must be trained in and hy the church.
Othorwise they aré left untrained, for in these days even
family prayers in professed Christian homes are the exdeptibn
—an exception that bodes nothing but harm.

Thig chureh of ours is ascomplishing a great task, and to
carry ite accomplishment on to a suceessful complelion, she
needs the help and co-operation of every young person.

In one sense neither the parents nmor the church can train
young people for Christisn service; they must be led to train
themselves. Training is by no means merely edueation, These
twe words bave been sadly cenfused. To preach and fo teach
have often been cossidered the chief, if not the only, function
of the church. But preaching and. teaching are not the chief
end of preacher and feacher. There is need of active, personal
gserviee for others. '

Training involves practice, personal effort. We as Christians
ean be trained for service only by using our own powers, and
obtaining by faith in God powers.to work for Him. The church
and the Missionary Velunteer Hoeiety are to give us tools ic
work with that will make it easier for us to beecome trained.

To learn the principles and technique of art ia necessary
to a painter, but such knowledge will never make an artist.
The brush and the palette and the colors must be acinally
handled by the wonld-he artist, or he will never paint a pieturs.
Books on honsebnilding are wseful to the carpenter, but the
chisel, the hammer, the plane, and the adz, and a. practicat
knowledge of their use, are more important. The young artist
very likely will make many a worthless danb; the young builder
will not always true his angles correctly, but he ean learn kis
buginess in no other way than by attempting fo do the work,
and doing it somehow, :

* As younger Christians, we shall be as lizble to make mig-
takes as the mew painter.or carpemier, but let us vemember
that though young Christians may make mistakes in working fer
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*Christ, they make a greater mistake in not working for Him.
No failure in making the attenipt is so bad as to fail to make
:it; anything rather tham spiritual death. Only let there bs
‘vigorous life, and a knowledge of where to obtain guidancs,
waid the work will be accomplished.

We have a great task set before us, as shown in the Serip-
‘ture reading. But with the great task there is givem power to
stecomplish it, and ability to serve effectively. But before the
pewer is given, there must be an exercise of faith. Willlam
Carey understood this whem he gave volee to that statement,
“ Bxpect great things from God; attempt great things for
God.”

Amd really that is the purpose of Christ’s followers. There
wan rightly be no such person as an inactive Christian, TIn any
young or old person where burng the love of Christ, there will
ibe = desire to work and tell others of this love,

“ (Srist’s followers have been Tedeemed for service, Our
Tord teaches that the true cbjeet of life is ministry.

“"I'he law of servico becomes the comneeting ik which hinds
‘ms to God ard our fellow men”— Christ’s Object Lessons,”

. SEG.

Since that is our purpose here, since we have been redosmed
for service, let us emter this year’s work with a defermination
that will earry us through in great deeds of love for those about
us.” We shall thus be twice blessed in working for Him, for
our work for others will bring blessing to them, and it will
also bring & blessing to us—a double blessing.

“ The spirit of unselfish labor for others gives depth, stabil-
ity, and Christlike loveliness to the character, and brings peaece
and happiness to its possessor. The aspirations are elovated
There is no room for sloth or selfishness, Those who thus
exercise the Christian graces will grow and will heeome sirong
to work for God, They will have clear gpiritual perceptions,
a steady, growing faith, and an increaged power in prayer.”—
“ Steps to Christ,” pp. 84, 86.

The goals as outlined for this year are = challenge for this
kind of service that blesses in double portion. Ist us be up
and doing, forgetting our timidity, our fear of making mis-
takes, working to our utmost in eonsecrated effort to win souls
for the Master; for that is the basis of all the Missionary
Volunteer goals. Uraal V. WILCOX.

Responses

1. A youxd man who had heard the gospel, aceepted Christ.
A Tittle while after this he wag asked, “ What have you done
for Christ sinee you believed?” He rveplied, “0, I am a
learner! ¥ .

“Well,” said the questioner, ¥ when you light a eandle, do
you light it to make the candle more comfortable, or that it

© may give light?”

He replied, “To give light.” )

He was asked,- “ Do you expeet it to give lght after it is
half burned, or when you first light it¢" .

He replied, “ Ag soon ag I light it

“ Very well,” was the reply, ¢ go thou and do likewiee. Begin
at ones,”

2. “ Being lighted is mever the end of the Christian’s life,
not even being lighted from above. Being ‘lights’— that is
the end, The moon is bright when it happens to be in a bright
place; when the earth comes between it and the sun, it iy dark.
There are moonlight Christians who are bright enough when
lighted by God’s manifest favor, but if the darkness of earth —
a sorrow ot burden — rises between them and God, they are
hisck and dark. ., . . Christ would have us so ‘dwell in the
light? that we may becoms * children of the light, in whem there
is ‘ne darkness at all’ ¥ —- Selceted.

3. “In every one of Hig children, Jesus sends a letter to the
world. If you are Christ’s follower, He sends in you a lotter
to the family, the village, the street, where you live. Jesus,
dwelling in you, desives to speak to the hearts of those who are
not acquainted with Him.”— Steps to Christ,” p, 119,

4. “Tt is in unselfish ministry that true happiness iz found”
— Mrs; B. G, White.

5. “If we consent, He [Christ] will go identify Himself
with our thoughts and aims, so hlend dur hearts and minds into
conformity with His will, that when oheying Him we shall
be but carrying out our own impulses, The wil, refined and
sanetified, will find its highest delight in doing His serviee.”—
“ The Desire of Ages” p. 668, .

6. “ The offerings of the churech have heer in many instances
more numeroud than her prayers. The missionary movement is
far in advance of the missionary gpirit, Farnest prayers have
not, hike sharp sickles, followed the workers into the harvest
field.”— Mrs. F. G. White,

7. “Wherever He places you, however humble the position,
work with fidelity,”— Mrs. B, & White.

Devotional Meetinés for January 13

Suggested Senjor Program

Topic: Our Need of Guidance.,

. Song Service. .

. Seripture Reading: Psalms 82: §; Tsaiah 58: 11; Paalmg

48: 14,

. Prayer:

., Talk: “ The Need.”

Talk or Reading: “ Do you Need a Guide?”

Recitation: “ He Leads” .

. Story: “ How Xsther Read Her Bible.”

. Tallk: “ God’s Hands on Ours.”

. Leader’s Talk.

10, Closing Rxercises, with Prayer. -
Suggested Junior Program

Topio: Employing a Guide. !

. Song Servige.

. Opening Bxereises,

. Scripture Lesson: Psalmg 23.

Song: No. 677, ¢ Christ in Song.”

Superintendent’s Talk: “Do You Need a Guide?”

Recitation: ¥ He Leads”

Talk: “ Migtakes Wo Can Avoid.”

Reading: “ The Unseen Power.”

. Talk: “ His Way”

., Symposium: * Just for Today.”

. Cloge with a Song and the Repeating of Mizpah,
Senior Notes

The Purpose of the Meeting.— The meeting for this day is
to emphagize two of the cardinal features of Missionary Vol-
unteer activity and goals,— the Bible Year and the Morning
Wateh. These two devotional plans are for the purpose of
helping each one of us in our individual lives, in giving us more
power to serve Him, in keeping us from falling into temptation,
in building perfect characters that will stand all tests. The
Bible Year is the daily reading of the Seriptures aceording
to a definite plan and schedule, The Moming Watch is the
daily committing of a verse of the Bible, to help us carry with
us a promise or admonition from the word of God.

Be sure to have on hand a supply of .the Moming Watch
Calendar for all who are interested. If you do hot have a
supply on hand, take the names of those who wish the attrac-
tive calendar, so that you can supply.them. This calendar
containg & Bible Year scheduls for the daily reading of the
Seriptures. Tf this is desired by itself, it may he seeured for
one cent each, either the Junior or the Semior sehedule.

Additional Helps— Besides the material given for this pro-
gram, you will wish to look over the list of fraets given that
contain mueh helpful matter. The Review and Herald, Signs
of the Times, “Steps to Christ,” “ Gospel Workers,” « The'
Life That Wing,” and many otlher books and papers will con-
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tain matter that may be used, if desived,

Missionary Volunteer Leaflets:

No. 40. The Mornihg Wateh. ... vvuin.,. . 01
No., §5. The Junlor Bibie Year............ 01
No. 56, The Senlor Bibie Year............ .01
No. 66. Margaret’s Morning Wateh......., .01
No. T4. Living the Life That Wins......,, .01
_No 76 Storing Light.................... .01
Bible Truth Series Tracls:
No. 1. The Bible the Living Word of God.... 0014
No. 2. Do Yon Read Your Bible?.......... 0015

Words of Truth Series: '
' No. 7, How Esther Read:Her Bible (Story}., .01
No. 15, The Benefits of Biple Study........ .01

The Young Men and FYoung Womenw's Department of the
“ Revigw.”— It would be well for the leader to note in his
comment that this section of the Review eontains each week
a few short paragraphs on the Bible Year reading, designed
to help in the carrying out of the schedule. It gives thoughts
that will be helpful through the week. In foHowing the sched-
ule, don’t fail to benefit from this weekly help given by dif-
ferent writers in the Review. i

Talk: © The Need”— Your speaker should develop the real
need that exists, but that all too often we ave not cognizant of.

Tall: o Reading: “ Do ¥You Need a Guide? "-— This inci-
dsnt, or the one entitled, “ Hiz Way,” from the Junior alk,
or ‘;Just for Today,” from that program, may be used as de-
s1red,

Recitation; ©“ He Leads”-—~ This should be given with special
attention to bringing out the thought. Tt is worthy of fraim-
ing in the home of Long Residenee'in Memory's Halls,

[ How Esther Bead Her Bible”’— This is a familiar story.
You perhaps know it. If you do not, you ean send for it, as
mentioned above (Words of Truth Series, No. 7, price, 1 gent),
then have one of your members relate the story, It is always
of interest.

Talk: “ God’s Hands on Owrs”— This is really the keynote
of the program, and should not be omitted. Tt is preferable

- that a member who has had real and long experience in the

ways of truth, give it.

Leader's Talk.— At this plaee, either the leader or one ap-
pointed ghould introduce the Morning Wateh Calendar and the
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' Bible Year plan as twe simple mediums that will assist us as

. young people in knowing more of the things of God, that will

 help us in developing our spiritual natures, and according to
the topie of the program, will permit of the Father’s guid-
anee, constautly, regularly. (See “ The Purpose of the Mpet-
ing.”) . v. V. W.

' Junior Notes

At the beginning of a new Yyear it is very important that
each one of us start out right in the untried paths of the year,
with a determination to seek the Lord’s guidance from day to
day, and learn His way, as marked out in His Holy Book.

This meeting should be of such a devotional charaeter that the
Morning Wateh and the Bible Year will receive a mew impe-
tus, For further information eoncerning source material, read
the Ssmior notes thoughtfully,

Seripture Lesson.— The twenty-third psalm is a psalm of
guidanco. Recite it in concert. Ask one Jumior to stand hbe-
fore the society to lead out.

Superintendent’s Tall; “De ¥Yow Need o Guide? -~ The
purpose of this talk is tp bring hefore the boys and girlg our
absolute dependence upon our heavenly Guide if we hope tfo
reach oyr heavenly goul. The following 'incident may prove a
basis for such a talk: '

Charles Ober felt the lure of the sea when little more than a
lad. At twenty he was off on a fishing smack, bound for the
banks of Newfoundland. IHe was already considered an ex-
perisneed fisher, and so he was put in charge of a dory. These
are smail, open rowboats, which the larger boat carries, and

_ which are wsed to bring in the fish each day from the lines.
The ship les like the center of a great wheel, and the liney are
anchored ont from her until the outer moy lHeg on a eireum-
ference about a wmile off.

Omne morning as Charles and a companion headed for the out-
buoy to pull in the lines, a perpendicular bank of fog rolled
down on them. Tlhey, however, paid lttle heed, for with diree-
tiong in fnind, they had often found the buoys, even though
the fog was thick, "When they had gone the proper distance, to
their surprise no buoy appeared.

« It must be g little to leeward,” said Charles. And s¢ they
turned their small eraft in the suggested direction, Then they
zigzagged. .

“ We’d better go hack and start over,” said one. But i wau
as impossible to go back as to go ahead. One must have a start-
ing-point even to go back. They were lost, hopelessly lost.
They shouted, but the lapping of waves wag the only mocking
answer. Alons in mid-oeean, in an open boat, no food, no
water, and thinly eclad! [The superintendent ean make the
hardehips of such a eondition real.] Day followed njght, and
night followed day, with nd c¢hange. The third day ®ain fell,
and they eagerly caught it in their oil jackets. Just as they

were about to lap it up, the boat shipped water, and salt water

took the place of fresh, Then thg rain stopped. Onee a fog
horn sounded, and they rowed with desperate energy to inter-
eept the vessel, only to find that they were being left behind.
Another time a steamer slipped by, a foating palace of ecom-
fort, in the gray shadows, without seeinly them. The fifth day
Charles’ compagion went insane. IHe raved about pies and
gparkling well water, That day it rained, and with the re-
freshing drink, onee more hope came into Charles’ heart.

As night gave place to the gray of the eighth day, Charles
knew there was lttle time left for him. He had done all ho
could, and was helpless. It was then that across his despair
came the realization of a God who rules all ocean waves, Slowly
faith grew in his heart, and he knew the heavenly Father could
guide hiin through the fog. At last he prayed. 1t was the first
time in his life,. He prayed again, and waibed, sure that God
would lead him. And the impression eame— not strong at
first, but definite —to .go in a ecertain direction. All day he
rowed as directed, putting every ounce of remaining strength
to the task., At midnight he thought the end had come, and he
could do no more. And then once more the dawn broke, and this
time on clear waters. There, not two miles away, lay a figshing
smack — and safety., With hope came strength., Strong sailor
arms lifted the dying men from the boat, as it eamec alofig be-
side the ship. Fifteen minutes later the fog had again settled
its gray blankef over the waters; but God had guided Charles
unenringly in angwer to prayer, through fifty miles of fog.

Tell the story, and then make clear the lesson it teaches,
8peak of tho conditions which boys and girls meet every day,
whiech make the right course uncertain. Show how Batan is
making a fiercer and fiercer struggle to deceive, so that, if pos-
sible, even the very elest will fail. Use Ephesians 6: 12, and
refer to Jacob’s experience at Jahbok, then bring home to each
the need of our continual guidance. A few moments in the
morning will guide past the rocks of impatience and wrong. If
you have ever found your way through mountains or around a
city by nse of a guidebook, illustrate the point from your own
experience. ‘

Talk: * Mistakes We Con Avoid.”— This should be a three-
minute talk by a Junior. The following outline may be helpful.

1. Show how God led the Teraelites through the dangers of
the desert by a pillar of eloud and of fire.

2. Tell how Israel rejected God and demanded a king, to-be
like others. .
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3. Tell how their self-appointed guide hecame an insane man,
and how he led them into wars and difficulties.

4. God intended Israel to be a light to the nations about
them. Instead, they became a gquarrelsome, almost heathen
nation, :

5. What danger threatens us if we choose our own guide in-
stead of asking God to lead each day?

Reading: “ The Unseen Power”— Read the following para-
graphs:

Lieutenant Shackleton explored the Antarctic regions in the
midst of great perils. All through his dangerous frip he felt
God’s guiding hand, He writes as follows:

“«TIt was during these pericds that we learned that some_ -
Power beyond our own guided our footsteps, If we acknowl-
edged this—as we did-— down among the ice, it is omly fit-
ting that we sghould remember it now, when the same Power
has brought us safely home throngh all these troubles and dan-
gers, No onme who has seen and experieneced what we have
down there can take credit to himself for sur escape from
what appeared to be overwhelming difficulties.

“Iiet me recall an instance of this which -cecurred to the
northern party. . They had arrived at the seacoast, and were
one hundred eighty miles distant from winter quarters. Their
yotreat wag cut off, the sea ice having brokem -away, when, in
the most dramatic fashion, and with a piece of what some
people may call good luck, but which we attributed to a
higher influence, our ship appeared in the nick of time, and
rescued them. It is true that I had given .orders for the * Nim-
rod’ to look out for them, and -Captain Hvahs had most care-
fully earried out his instruetions, but it was the providential
arrival of the ship practically gimultaneously with the arrival
of the party, that insured their safety.

“ Our expedition from. start to finish was filled with incidents
such a3 these, and we could not fail to realize that some ageney
other than human was responsihle for what is often attributed
t0 good luck.”

Talk: “ His Way’—Pass out the third paragraph of the
article, “ The Need”- (see No, 4 «of Senlor program}, to a
Junior, and ask the one who takes this part to draw a lessom
from the thought. . .

Symposiwm: “ Just for Todey.’— After sueh a program, a
fitting close would ‘be a- season of:prayer in which a large
number of Juniors would offer short prayers for guidance.
Then take an expression from the. boys and girls as to how
many will, with God’s help, observe the Morning Wateh, En-
courage all to respond alio to a plea for more earncst Bible
gtudy., This is-an excellent opportunity to enroll new menibers
for the Bibls Year. Cloge with No, 563 in “ Christ in Song,”
and then repeat Mizpah, K H., H.

- The Need

Sooner or later the convietion must come to every one that
God’s guidance ig necessary to pilot his course. It is God who
can show the way.

One of the noteworthy things about the Old Testament is
its portrayal of a people who were willing fo put their fate
entirely imto the hands of Ged, to follow His guidance abso-
lutely, And the chapters are fillad with the accounts of those
who did do this, and were prospered; and of those who doubted
and rebelled, and suffered as a result of their defermination
to have their own way.

“ There ig 2 beautiful incident in one of Wordswerth’s poems.
of a bird that is swept from Norway by s storm. It hattles
against the storm with desperate effort, eager to wing back
to Norway again; but all in vain, And go at last it yields,
thinking that the gale will carry it to death. Instead, the gale
carries it to sunny England, with its green meadows and its
forest glades. How many of ns have been like that littls
voyager, fretting and fighting against the will of God! And
we thought that life conld never be the same again, when we
were carried seaward by the storm; until at last, finding all
was useless, and yielding to the wind that blew, we were carried
to a land that was far richer, where there were green pastures
and still waters,”

Sometimes the will of Godsis expressed in that way, and for
our good. More often ws find it necesvary to seek to know
His will; to ask and inquire and psrsist In so doing.

And the blessed thing about the Christian life is that there
is a means given hy which we may krow the will of God, and
may have His guidanee in the overyday affairs of life.

We need God’s gpidanee today, perhaps as it has never been
needed before. Times are confused, marks of right and wrong
are indistinet, apparently not clearly defined; old standards
are wavering.
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We need His guidamee to help’ us solve our problems, to help
us bear our bmdens, i’o help us plan our life-work, We need
it each day, not merely when we are tackling some partmularly
tough proposition or find ourgelves in a position of real peril,
We need God’s guidance to plan the work of each twentyufﬂur
hours.

In a certain well-regulated household everything apparently
runs by cloukwmk 'I‘he upstairs work is always ﬁnished by

......

i§ never j;oo long, and there is never dust on the wmdows
Dinner ie always hot, and ready on time, The automobile is
always ready t0 run, and there’'is herdly a mention of tire
trouble. There is always a guestroom with flowers, ready to
welcome the guest who may enter if.

: But behind. all this smooth-running maehinery of that house-
Liold ig the- guiding hand of the mistress of the home, Hvery
morning, right after breakfast, she calls in her helpers, and
the program of the day is gone over carcfully and duties ‘are
assxgned After that peried of consultation, every one knows
exactly what is expected of him, and everything goes well as
a' consequence, ' ‘

; God would have it so with uwe. He wants us fo come to
Him daily for guidamee, and He has a plan of helping us by
speaking to-us and gwmg us onr daily instruetions.

UrHAT V. WILCOX.

He Leads

I caNwor always trace the onward eourse
My ship must take;

But, locking hackward, I behold afar
Its shining wake

Tllumined with God’s light of love; and so

' I onward go,
In perfect trugt that He who holds the helm -
: The eourse must know.

" I eonnot always see the plan. on which

He builds my life;

For oft the sound of hammers, blow on blow,
The noise of strife,

Confuge me 61 T quite forget He knows
And oversees,

And that in all details, with Hls good plan
My life a,grees

I cannot always know and understand
The Master’s rule;
I cannot always do the tasks He gives
In Yife’s hard sehool;
But I am Isarning with His help to solve
Them ong by one,
And when I cannof understand to say,
“ Thy will be done”’ ‘
‘ -——Sekoted.

God’s Hande; on Qurs

WE need more than daily communion with God through
prayer. We need daily communiou with Him through Bible
reading and study. CGod spoke to Moses and the prophets
divect. That great privilege is denied us. But we may have
our own Mt. Sinai, as real as was the mount of the Lord to
Moses:

Goethe said:

“We need this daily bread of spmtual tmmmg . .« . for
our spiritual imagination and reason, for the building up of
our highest life in the glory and contentment of religiousness,
.+ . Eachk day plunges us into a veritable vortex of waorldly
czre; and if we are to successfully stand the sordid stress,
we must persist to commune with higher things. We must
return again and again to the sacved page to gaze upom some
illuminating picture painted by the great master hand, to
listen to a fresh strain, of ‘elemeutal music, to read another
divine poem telling’ the tenderness of the Father's heart and
the beauty of Hig infinite perfection.”

A newly refurned traveler was recounting his experience.
He said: )

“ The ouly thing that marred the trip was a little girl in' the
party who ammoyed us all by persisting in drumming on the
piano in every hotel at which-we stopped. She could play one
tune, one tivesome little tune, and that with one finger, On
arriving at any hotel, she would run into the paﬂor, and forth-
with our ears would be assailed with that Weansoma tune,
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It  annoyed 1s 311 so much that we were thmkmg of appealing
to her mother to stop it.

“One day we drove up to a strange hotel. As unsual, the
child made for the parlor and the piano, and began to play
her simple and monotonous little tune, A great musician was
stopping at the hotel, He came to the threshold of the parlor,
listened a mpment, and then went over fo the little girl at the
piano. He put his hands over hers, and using the tedious little
melody as a thems, began to improvise. As he played, the
beauty of the harmony and the curiously attractive rhythm he
gave to the music eaught the ears of every one who wag within
Learing. The room beeame filled with breathless listeners, who,
when he finished, began to applaud. The mugician rose, smlled
and taking the httle girl’s hands, said, ‘ It is your musie they
applaud b

God’s guidance is something like that. Without it we go
our humdrum ways, living an ordinary sort of life—a life
differing not at all from that of thousands of other peopls
about us; but if we let Him place His hands over ours, all is
changed. Our tu-esome and worthless little perfOrmanees He
will change into glorious gymphonies, -

God is Wﬂhng and waiting to place Iis hands ovgr yours.
If you will commune with Him daily, He can do great things’
with you. Will you let HMim? U. V. W,

Devotional Meetings for January 20
 Topie: Qlimpsing the Far Fast
" Suggested Senior Program

. Misgion Song Bervice. . : ¥
. Appointment of Survey Committee, ‘

. Speeial Musie.
Talk or Reading:
Languege.”
Talk: “Political Conditions in the Far East”

Recitation: ¢ The Missionary Doctor.”

“ Experiences,” or “ Chinese Customs.”

. Remarks About the Goal.

. Special Prayer for the Far Easbern Fleld
. Cloging Bong,

Suggested Junior Program

“ What It Means to Learn the Chinese

Swee NS e
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1, Mjssion Song Serviee.

2. Opening Exerciges.

3. Lesson Text: Matthew 247 14; Matthew 28:19, 20.

4. Buperintendent’s Talk: “ The Land of Our Efforts.”

5, Symposium: “ Some Geographical Faets.”

6. Reading: “ What It Means to Learn the Chinese Lan-
guape.!

7. Bpecial Musie.

8, Reading: “ Chinese Customs.”

9, Talk: “ A Goal Beminder.”

10, Close with Prayer for Our Missionaries in China,

" Senior Notes

The Purpose of This Meeting—— Our niigsions goal for this
year carries us to the Far Hast, the territory of which includes
Japan, Chosen, Manchuria, Maysm the Philippines, North
China, and the South, Weat, and Central China Union Missions;
also Mongolia, Tlhet Chinese Turkestan, Siam, and Annam.
Ii 18 interesting to "note that the populatlon of this great
division of the missien field is 457,132,547 but in all this
great section of the world there are only 161 Seventh-day
Adventist churches, and the membership is but 6,609, This
meeting should eall our attention to some of the (!ustoms, the
problems, and the work of missionaries in that diffienlt region.
If we can better visualize life there even to a small extent, it
will put us.in a more intelligent frame of mind to understand
and appreciate the needs; and it should help us in the wise

"giving of gur money, and make our prayers for the work there

more earnegt and fervent,

Appoindment of Survey Coﬂwmttee——Thm i3 the pldee te
give gpecial attention to this important matter. Each year
there are at least four main programs in which the socicties
are expected to give reviews of mission work in all parts of the
world, Material for these meetings is to be gathered by a
survey committee, who are to be on the 'wateh, to be alert,
for source material,— items of interest, poems, artlcles stones,
and all information that will help They may eoven get in
touch with some of our missionaries whe are spending a little
furleugh time in this country, and may arrange, in eonjunction
with the leader, for them to give an inspiring and. helpful
talk. Select intelligent snd wide-awake members, naming
first one who 15 expected to be chairman and who will be alert
and aective, More will be said about this committee from time
to time, Don't fail to appoint it now.

Spemal Musie— The speeial music should be on. the subject
of mission endeavor. There are several songs appropriate for
uge in “ Christ in Song.” Consult the table of contents in the
fore part of the book,

A
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Talk or Reading: * What It Means to Learn the Chinsse
Langunge,'— If well given, thig short part will give a graphic
idea of some of the problems that the missionaries must eon-
tend with in learning.the language of Clhina, the country that
is perhaps the greatest In population and problems of any in
the Tar Fastern Division.

Talle: * Political Conditions in the Far Bast’— This talk
ghould be prepared by some of your older members, and may
even be given by some adult in the church who is interested in
foreign affairs, and keeps informed on current events, For
souree maberial, bostdes the Beview and Herald, the following
magazines are suggested, most of which may be obtained at
any modern publie library: Missionary Review of the World,
Christion Herald, Our World, Worlds Work, Eeview of Be-
views; Literary Digest, International Interpreter, Jopan, Sun-
set Magazine, and othexs. It is not o be expected that every
jssue of these journalg will contain all the material desired,
_ but any three or four will give many glimpses of the problem
. of the Bast, It is not the theught that the speaker will go
deeply into polities, for the word ¢ polities” is used in ‘its

broader sense, that is, the seience of governmsnt.. The aim.

is to give a sketch of the tamgled condition of affairs; the
present unrest and awakening; the dominance of Japan; the
fact'that the eyes of the world afe on the East as never hefore,
and that -its milliony are ready for and are now grasping at
‘Western ideals and methods. 8hall we not riss to our oppor-
" tunities, and give tc them: the Christian religion of life and
troth? * (Should this talk be omitted, see next paragraph for
supplying easier material.} : ‘
Eaxperisnces— These may be divided among several, each to
tell an experience in his own words. The seeond one may he
subdivided, if desired, or it may be given as a separate talk
- on Chinese engtoms. L
 Remarks About the Goal— One of the leaders should in a
few words eall gpecial attention to the fact that owr Missionary
Volunteer goal this year is for the Far East, and that we should
gave to thig end, Let a gpecial collection be taken for it
at Ahjy time. , ;o . R
Special Prayer— Take a few minutes, and call :for at loast
two prayers in which
uppermost. Let us unitedly agk for help and stremgth and
blegsing’ for them, that the winds of strife and eonfnsion may

bie restrained for a little timeé longer, so that this great mes-

sage may be carried; and, too, that there may be liheral hearts
to give of their means to support our work there. U, V. W.

. Junior ‘Notes

This is the first of the lessons cn the land to which our money
goes. The superintendent should dedicate a folio to news notes
from China, Any artiele or part of an article whieh would
- interest Juniors should be clipped for this folio, Newspapers,

the Revicw and Herald, and the Missionary Beview of the World,

all will give helpful maferial on that country from t{ime to
time, . .

Be sure tp appoint your survey committee so that they can
be working on a general missions program for Mareh,

Lesson Tewt—~ These verses should be repeated in eoncert.

Superintendent’s Tall— Give general facty about the size
of China, its population, and its langnage. Tor instanece, it
is interesting to know that there are four fimes as many pecple
there ag here, but seventeon times as mamy Adventists here as
there, and fifteen times as many churches. The werk in the
Tar Kast has only begum. From the Year Book get a elear idea
of the territory ineluded. 'This talk should be one full of
general and interesting information about the land we are to
study.

Bymposium: “ Some Geographical Facts”— Iave at least
five two-minute talks from Juniors in the seventh grade, or any
who are proficient in geography. The first might deal with
the longitude and latitude of China, eomparing it with places
in our ecuntry. Another talk might deal with the rivers of
China, telling a little of the Yang-tze-Kiang (China’s Sorrow).

Btill a third might spsak of the meuntains, a fourth of the’

cities, and a fifth of the government. Other gelections may be
substituted by the superintendenf.

Nos. 6 and 8-— Have the reading well prepared. The special
music may be a golo or a duet, Ca .

Talk: “ 4 Goal Romindery’'-— The secretary of the society
should at the closs of this meeting again remind the society of
its goal. Tell how at the last Fall Counell a cut of 28 per
eent wag made hecouse we did mot reach our 60-ceni-a-week
goal. 'This brought real perplexity to the misgiomaries who
were pleading for more fupds. FEvery one must do hig bit
for China during 1923. H. H.

What It Means to Learn the Chinese Langunage

IMouENE WEST saf down pppesite Mr. Pansy snd waited

for him to begin the lesson,
Mz, Pansy waited, too. He looked at her solemnly for a
long time, and uttered not a word.

the missionaries aund their work shall be’

At last the truth dawned uwpon her. Mr. Pansy was not
going to begin at alll So she pointed to a word in the book.

“ Choong?# said Mr. Pansy.

“ Choong! ” said Imogene. : {

Mr., Pansy shook his head very gravely,

“ Choong?” he said, very slowly and emphatically.

“ Choong! ? she repeated. ‘ -

Mz, Pansy looked hopeless, and said something in Chinese
which she could not understand.

“ What is the matter? ” she asked in despair of Miss Gordon,
who was passing through the room.

Miss Gordon laughed.

“Your tone is wrong,” she said, “ and that makes the sense
all wrong, If you say ‘choong’ up in a high' tone, that means -~
‘hrilliant; 7 but if you say ‘ehoong’ in a Tow tone, that means
{'stupid_? »” i

“T'm afraid I'm °choong’!
Imogene. ' ,

“O yes, you will. You see we use tones also in Bnglish,
Think of the wotd ‘lelli-pop’l we Ao not gay it'on one lével,
but two, In Emglish we use tomes matwrally; in Chimese we
have to learn them. But in Chinese the meaning depends on
the tone, especially here in South China. There are seven ways
in which youi cam say the word ‘mu’ And this word ‘ma’,
meang ¢ grandmother, or ‘horse, or ‘eat) or ‘oatmeal’ or
“scold,’ or ‘ eamnot, or ‘ goat, according to the tone of voiee
in which you say it!? ' '

Imogene gasped. )

“How ean any one say ‘ma’ seven ways?” she ashed.

“Pang See-Nang will show you,” said Miss Gordon.

Mr. Pansy, in'a fuany singsong, repeated this word * ma "
with the seven different kinds of emphasis. In a low, level
tome “ma " meant “ grandmother; ” n a high, seolding tone
it meant “eat.”” | . o .

“T'm npever going to call anybody ‘grendme’ in Chinal?
said Imogene. “Tm afraid I should swy it wrong and call
her ‘eat! ¥ — Buelyn Worthlye Sites..

J'H never learn it!” eried

w

The Missionary Doctor

« Away in the heart -of Asia,

A little child lay ill; -

Her body was hurned with fever,
And racked with the eruel chill.

Her mother bent ahove her- -
And smoothed the tangled hair,

1 But the child was so ill and wretched,
She heeded 110t her care,

But & misgionary dsctor, -~
Chaneing to pass that wdy,’

Pansed by the little suffexer,

_ Her fever to allay. )

She smoothed with gentle kindness;
The medicine eooled her cheelk;

And the mother watehed the lady,
With a heart teo full to speak.

And after the ehild grew better,
The lady told again
The sweet old gospel story
-Of how God for fallen men
Sent, His only Son to suffer, -
That we threugh im might Jive;
And how, if we're only faithful,
He a erown of Hfle will give,

As they Hstened, the sweet ¢l story
For the first time reached their ears,
And the mother heard and heeded,
And with penitential tears
She knelt, and to Christ her Savicur
Gave her life jn simple faith;
And thus a seul was reseued
Through the infant snatehed from death.

We have heard this dear old story
Till we know not how strange it geems
To those who are living in darkness,
Where no ray of sunlight streams.
They are willing to come to Jesus,
Whose love toward all is so great;
-, But we, with our greater privilege,
Are forever bidding Him waif.
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Do we help send the blesged tidings
To those who are far away?
Is there anything God requires
That we can do today?
Theugh we cannot to the heathen
Go and bear the cheering word,
Qur mite may help send others
Who will wia them to the Lord. )
: Mrs, 4. P, Jarvis,

Chinese Customs

“I've been toiling at these characters a whole year, but I
can’t talk,” said Miss West one day. “1 want to go where
only Chinese live, and praectise speaking. .

“Why not go to Abiding Joy??» suggested Miss Gordon.
“ Pearl might go with you for a few weeks.” Pearl was a
beautiful high sehool girl, one of the stadents in Miss West’s
English elass.

Bo it was arranged; and Pearl and her teather took a funny
little steam launch called the * Ten Thousand Peaces,” down
the Bhining River, and up the winding streamn that comes and
-goes with the tide, on toward the brown pagoeda of Abiding Joy.

Every day the neighborg came to call on the strange Amer-
icen lady whose like they had never seen before. They brought
eggs and flowers and other little gifts, and always they invited
the two newcomers very cordially to their homes, And svery
day Miss West and Pearl went visiting in the houses near by.

Aftor two weeks of such visiting they were invited to a
wealthy home to call. As they were getiing ready, Miss West
pogan to wonder if she ever made blunders in manners while
visiting,

“ Toll me, Pearl, when we go calling do I ever do anything
to offend the Chiness?” she asked.

Pearl looked at her solemnly. Pearl was only a student, and
Misg West a teacher; it seemsd to Pearl very rude to correct
ber teacher. But she saw that Miss West really wanted to
know. Bo she said quietly: O Miss West, you do a great
many things to offend the Chinese.” ’

¥ Why, what do I do?” Miss West asked in despair.
had tried so hard to be polite.

“ They ask you to go into a house, and you go in. And
they ask you to sit down, and you sit down. And they offer
you things to eat, and you take them. Worge than that, you
eat them!”

“ Dear me, I thought they wanted me to come in when they
agked me! ¥ sald Miss West.

“ Yes, they do, but they do_not expect you to march straight
it at ones. You should wait a little, medestly, until they urge
you to come in.”

“ And T thought they wanted me to git downl?”

“ Oh, they do,” said Pearl, struggling to control her laughter,
“but do you know what you do? You sit down in the Rhighest
seat ! ) .

“The highest seat? "I never saw any highest seat. Ths
saats are all of ewuctly the same height

“h, you do not understand! ” Pearl cried, quite overcome
with merriment, in gpite of herself. © The smeat at the right
hand, farthest from the door, that is the highest seat. Only
a high official like the President of the United States or some
other very great person would ever presnme to sit in it. Of
course they dnvite you to sit in it, but they never expect that
you will. And yesterday you walked straight over to that
corner ahd sat right down in that chair the very first minute.”
Pearl nearly laughed outright at the memory of it,

“ Then, Miss West;” she wént on timidly, # you ought never
to git down before your hostess sits]”

“ But she will not stt down before I do.
settled§ ” ‘

“Oh, that is easy! You invite her to sit down, and she wiil
invite you, and presently she will say: ‘We will sit down
together,’ and then you both sit down.”

“What a comieal performancel’’ said Miss West.
about food? Am I never to take it9”

“ Why, yes, but not immediately, as if you were starving!
Protest a little Svst, then take the toa and cakes when they
are offered. And please take them always with both hands!
And, ¢f course, you musin't eat them then.”

She

How do we get ‘

“What

“Not eat them? What do I do with them, if I do not eat
them?»

“You just place them on, the table beside you, and when,
toward the end of the eall, the hostess invites yon to take the
tea, then you may take 2 little. After that you are at liberty
to got’

Miss West was beginning to feel vory meck.

“ What else do I do that I shouldn’t?* she asked.

Peax! hesitated. It is very hard to eriticize a teacher’s
manners, At last she spoke. 7

“ The very worst thing you do is this: When vigitors comse
to see you, you sit right back in your chair as if you were
entirely comfortaple.”

“ And what is wrong about that??”

“ Why, you ought to sit forward on the edge of your chair,
as if you were anxious to serve them — pot vest haeck at yoar
oase, as if you were a queen, and cared for nohody! "

Miss Weat was fast sinking in her own esteem,

“ What about my clothes? ghe asked at length,
suitable? ”

“ Please, Misg West,” Pearl implored, “ don’t wear that skirt
agaln”

“ Why, what 1§ wrong with this skirt? It is the very best
I have. I brought it on purpose for calling.”

It was a new gkirt of tan, which she had saved egpecially
to dress up in.

Pearl hegitated.

“ The Chinese greatly hate thaf color,” she said. “It is a
mourning color. It is very wnde to wear it into any one’s
house —it ig & bad omen. The blue skirt iz Detter.”

Bo Miss West changed to the old blue skirt. As she stood
looking in the mirror, she eanght a glimpse of Pearls face.
Pearl was standing behind her looking her over in dismay.

As she saw that look on Pearls’ face, Miss West learned
something. She bhad come to China to teach the Chinese, and
here was a Chinese girl ashamed of her manmners, her speech,
and her clothes,

When they went out that afternoon to call, Misg West felt
more full of manners than the Ruggles children at the party!
— Adapted from “ The True Tale of Jade Flower,” in “ Every-
land.” ‘

—_—
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Devotional Meetings for January 27

Suggested Senior Program

1. Opening Exercises.

2. Special Features,

3. Talks:
a. ¥ Petering,” (8ee Instructor of January 16 or 23.)
b. “Modern Men Who Have Sueceeded.”
o “ Bihle Men Who Have Suceesded.”

4, 'Recitation: “ Failure Lies in @Giving Up.”

5. Leader’s Remarks,

6. Responses.

7. Closing Song and Prayer.

Suggested Junlor Program
1. Opening Exercises. ¢
2. Scripture Lesson: Morning Wateh Drill.
3. Song.
4. Superintendent’s Talk: ¢ Overcoming Difficultias.”
5. Recitation: “Failure Lies in Giving Up.
6. Talks:
o “ A Man Who Succeeded.”
b. “Bihle Men who Have Persevered”
7. Reading: “ He Had Grit.”
" 8. Talk: “What a Boy Can Do.”
9. Roll Call: # They Encouraged One Another.”
10. Cloging Song and Prayer. ‘

Senior Notes

Thé Purpose of This Program—1It Is to emphasize the need
of perseverance, of continuous sffort for young people who
are anxious t¢ make a success of the Christian life, and are
determined to accomplish something in their work that will
make them worthy to bear greater responsibilities, not only
in their everyday work, but in their labor for the Master.
This quality of perseverance ls one that we should ecultivate
asstduously,

The Program.— Only two of the parts are given in eomplete
form, Your members are told, howgver, where to obtain the
material for the others, and this 18 28-it should be. Put effort
and time on the parts ags outlined, and you will find that not

A Y
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only will the soeisty be bonefited, but more than that, you
wifl be helped by the effort sxpended in &ollecting material.
Az'a program commities, see that at least two weeks is given
each one who is asked to take part, and that all are reminded
frequently of their responsibility. Do it tactfully, however.

The Tualks— Let these talks be about ten minutes each,
rather than readings, with the possible exception of the first
one, “ Petering,” which miay be read. While thie is given in 2
slightly humerons way, the lesson is driven lhome, and shonld
stay with us when we ave tempted to waver in our determi-
nation. For talk “3,” % Modern Men Who Have Succeeded,”
there are several sourees of material. Your library or the
libraries of some of your friends may contain the following
books, and without doubt they may be obtained from the pub-
Tle library for study and conguliation: “ Seeking Suceess,”
by Harris; “ Men Who Have Made Geod,” by Harris; “ Pushing
to the Front,” by Marden; and hooks of that elass. In choos-
ing eharaeters for this talk, take persons who have made 2
real sueeess and whose lives are worthy of emulation, at least
to & degree,— such men as Lincoln, Roosevelt, Bdizon, Alex-
ander Graham Bell, Burbank, and others whe might be men-
tioned. There is the life of Babson, the statistician, a skebteh
of which was given in the June 29 number of the Review
and Herald, in' the department for Young Men and Young
Women, But don't forget the modern misgionaries: Judson,
Carey, Livingstone, and others who displayed the virtue of per-
severance to the highest degree. For Talk ‘¢ “Bible Men
‘Whe Have Suceeeded,” the following Seripinral references may
be used in selecting two or three characters about whom to
build o short talk: Job 17:9; John 15:9; Acte 13:43;
Rom, 2:7; Gal 6: 8; 2 Tim. 8: 14; Heb. 12: 1; 1 Peter 1: 13;
Rev. 3:11; -Gen. 18:32; 32: 26; Deut. 9: 18; Matt, 15: 27;
Take 11:8; Acts 12:5; James 5: 16.

Leader's Remarks— The leader, or some one chosen for this
talk, should endeavor in a few words to clinch the subjeets to
the lives of those present and te the work of the Misgionary
Volunteer Soeiety. It might be well to mention that persever-
anee is a quality te be thought of not only for distant places
and great men, but as entering into such matfers as society
goals — Morning Watceh, Reading Course, Bible Year, Standard
of Attainment, active missionary work — and just these Immble
things, Then there are the prayer bands, the literature hands,
and all the rest. Mention them. Here are some texts from

. which to chooge a few ingpired thoughts: 1 Thess. 5: 21; Heb.
3:6; 4:14; Rev. 3:3; Joshua 23:8; Acts 11:23; 1 Cor.
15: 58; Eph. 4: 14.

Responsess— A few are given, to be called for as time will
permit and according to the way that your program hag worked
ont, VUse good. judgment, U V. W.

Junior Notes

At the beginning of the year it ig fitting to sound a note of
courags and willingness to undertake the tasks before na.
Read the Senior notes for a clear idea of the purpess of the

- program.

Superintendent’s Talk: * Owvercoming Dificultios-— The
following paragraphs may be uged as a basis of a talk. Tse
your own material as well as thig, and say it in your own way.
© . It is an old adage that difficulties and ohstacles ars only
- glepping-stones to sueecess, if 'vightly met. Boys and girls
ghould he taught not to beecome discouraged at the small things,
or even seemingly large things, that obstruet their pathway.
A right course of actioh, once decided upon, should not he
gwerved from unless a better way iz elearly seen. William
Carey allowed mothing to take his eye from the misgion fleld.
An invalid wife, no opportunities for an education, poverty,——
all these énly spurred him on in his great endeavor. While he
eebbled shoes to meet expenses, he slowly but surely stepped
" over the other obstacles in his way until the path to the mission
field was in sight and trodden. Woere these obsiacles placed in
Carey’s way heeause it was net God’s will that he should go to
the mission field? (Many interesting incidents of Carey's
life as » missionary ean be eitod to prove that he was a sue-
eessful missionary for God.)

Every boy and girl knows of and loves Abraham Lineoln.
But fow youth of today ever eneoumter the difficultiey which
he fournd in his way. Some one has gaid of Lincoln that there
was no sueeess in his life that wag not counterbalanced by
geeming failure. (Tell of his struggles to obtain an edueation,
hig lack of ability as a speaker, emphasizing the Gettyshurg
address, which he considered a failure; of its fame now.)
Glod does not always grant us glowing skeeess, to outward ap-
pearances, but if we have overcome the difficulties leading fo
the dnties before us, it is enough. He will attend to the re-
sults,

Sometimes the diffieulties in our way are the very things that
appear te lead to the heights of fame, but if God i leading in
our lives, He will show us where we must even gfep over these
mountain heights of difficulties. It iz one thing to struggle up
from poverty to a higher Jevel; bhut when the diffienlty in the
way is the glitter of gold or the power of praise and fame, it is
quite anpther matter. T

Teli the etory of Moses. Apparently a great future was {n
store for him. Yet he chose to “ suffer affliction with the peo-
ple of God,” living in oblivien. He never reached the throne

of Egypt, kis body iz not found among the {nummies of the
kings; but did not Mosges avercome the real difiteulties that ob-
gtructed the way to true happiness and success?

The story of Adoniram Judson, the first migsienary to Burma,
may also be told to illusirate the thonght given above. To
outward appearances his way was elear to become a great lee-
torer, or te follow almost any other voeation that his hright
mind might choose. , o

If further illustrations are needed, there is the ever new and
interesting story of Joseph’s life. Though, full of trials and
diffieultios, apparently unjust ones, who can say that it was not
better for him to endure these than to grow to manhood pam-
pered by a too fond fathert

Recitation: “ Failure Lies in Giving Up.”— This ig the same
poem that is referred to imy the Senior program. Be sure it is
well prepared.

Taltks: “ A Man Who Suecceded.”— Pass this out to some
Junior, asking him to choose the subject. That is, he might
like to tell how Grant overcame his difficulties, or how Wash-
ington persevered to the end; or perhaps Lord Nelson or the
Duke of Wellington might be the hero of this talk. The Junior
should seek to point cut the obstacles overcome, and the steady

" courage and effort of the man who overcame them.

“ Bible Men Who Suecceeded.”— There might he three one-
minitte talks, or one three-minute talk, For instance: Jogeph—
how he kept hunting until he found hig brethren, ig an index of
his character, Then there is Nebhemiah, who built a eity by
perseverance; and Paul, who warned a world, If there ia but

- ong talk, develop the thought of perseverance more fully.

Beading : * He Had Grit.”— Have this well prepared.

Talk: * What o Boy Can Do — Give to a Junier paragraph
3 in the Responses of the SBenior program. Tell him %o think
about it, and then give a short stody with that as a seed--
thought. A poetage stamp uwsed ag an illustration might add
to the talk, . ’

Roll Call: “ They ZEncouraged One Ancther”—— Ask each
boy and girl to respond to his name by telling something that
iz to be gained by stieking to the Morning Watch, the Bible
Year, or the gaining of an education.

Notice~— Some Junior societies are old enough to enjoy the
article in tho Senior program called “ Petering.” At ths dis-
eretion of the superintendent, some items of the Junior pro-
gram may be emitted, and this substituted. It might also be
nged to advantage as additional material for the superintend-
ent’s talk. "H®.OH.

H

Responses

1. Parrssy, who discovered how to glaze pottery, burned up
every article of furniture he had in his house, being too peor
to buy fuel for kis experiments. e failed many times, but
succeeded at last. What saerifices are we prepared to make
in any work to-which we have put our hand? v

2, Admiral Poary is another example of heroie persistence
in geeking the North Pole, Tailing again and again, he re-
torned to the attack, Thig illustrates the necessity of trying’
again, and yet again. Perhaps suceess will follow our very
next effort in any line of work. |

3. A Iittle boy with a small shovel ean clear away a great
deal of snow 4f he keeps at if. Common people ean perform
gigantic tagks if they keep at them, Bad tempers ean be oured,
had hahits eliminated; and mueh service accomplished, if we
faithfully keep at owr work.

4. A man beging to erect a house and finishes ove gide of it.
But he is no builder if he stops there. We have begun the
Christian, life, joined the society, joined the church, perhaps;
but these are only beginnings. We must coutinue steadfastly
until we build up a complete and perfeet Christian character.

He Had Grit

MORE than sixty years ago there was in Memphis a boy whao,
when he was three years old, was paralyzed from the waist
down, as well as m one of his arms. For ’years he dragged
himgelf about the floor in a manner that led many whe knew
him to think he might as well die. It did net ceenr to his
parents that there was any possibility for him but a continua- |
tion of the living death. How they hoped he would not survive
them, that they might care for him all through the years.of

his helplessness|

When he wag about fourteen, something stirred his smbition.
4TIt was not diseontent,” he said in speaking of those days,
“for I could not be dissatisfied with my lot. How was I to
enyy children whe could walk about and play whon I had never
known what it was to be Hke them?” Yot he longed to have
an cducation like that given to other boys who dropped in to
see him. They spoke of their schools and their books, and
what they hoped to maké of themselves when they were men.
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<o this worse than eripple made the surprising request that
he' he sent away to school. 'Whén he was told that he eould
mot expeet to go among other boys begause he was unable to

et ahout, he . thought wutil he found a way to answer the
He seeured.a short crutell for use undex his para- .

ohjection,
{yzed -arm, and dévised a sozt of -stool with o handle for the
usq of his good hand., After weeks of practice he managed
to get about with these aids. "Then he was sent to school.
«T guess the Lord must have given me ability to Jearn, te
maké up for my useless- legs and sem,” ‘he said after many
years. “ At any vate, when I entered the scheol I could do
nothing but epell out easy reading, and with great difficulty.
Yes, T could figure @ hit, but what I did was vory rudimentary,

Yet within four years T was veady for eollege. Already T had -

encugh confidence in myself to take the irip of close to ome
thousand miles to Prineéton. Thers I gpent three years in
college, afid was @lﬁﬁé’ {0 graduate at the end of that time
becanse there wip nothing to do but sbuly. +

#“ You think I had a Aul ¥ime, do you? Ask Jim here;
he’ll tell you all abowt it.” , .

# He was the cheeviest man in the class,” the friend put in,
«He was always ibmking things bright for the' west of us.
After fifty yedrs we think of him as the happlest man in the
clags” ¢+ . . ' ) . :

After praduating, the young eripple returned to his native
Tennessea; . He wag' asked to teach a few months on trial in
the University of -the South at. Sewanee. In the fime from
September to Christmas he did so well that ho was invited to
take a permanent position— Rev, Johw T Fuoris, D, D.

i [
i

Please note that this is YOUR eorner — yours to give suggestions fo
wthers, yours to ask lor suggestions, If you have a good idem that yon
feel will help some other society, make the suggestion to this eorner.
T¢ vou wish help in your society meetings, the General Department will

be very glad to give it either by letter or, if of general inf.et_esh, in this
seclion of the Gazette. Address The SUgg'estaon Corner, Migsionary Vol
unteer Department, General Conference, Takoma Park, D. C.

The Local Secretary’s Report

THE secreta¥y of the Missionary Vohmteer Society bas o
most important office, many ordinary thoughts and expressiong
concerning the same notwithstanding. Some have thought of
the foesl seeretary merely as one who iz to write and read a
veport every weck, True enough, that is part of the secretaxg"a
work, bat only a part, and a most important part of it. And be.
cdause it ig thought of first, consider for a moment the essentials
of a good secrebary’s report:

First— Going baek to experienee, memory recalls a very
well-written report of a rally, which failed to mention the fact
that several meetings were held previous to the rally, to work up
interest. A good report must not only tell what hﬁitpp‘ened, but
how it came to happen —in dther words, the beginning.

Second,— When and where. Home reports entirely ov.er}ook
the important ittm of date and place. 1f there was an impor-
tant dommittee meeting at the leader’s home that had te do

- with o program or ancther meeting, tell about it, Do it brleﬂyj
but don’® Fail to mention it. 'The omission of any -essential
gnoils the whole. Be definite. . S

" Third— Why. Objeetlve is sssential. Ti is a most helpful
thing, as one writes, to be mindful that there are many curious
and eritiesl folk, and therefore be cerfain to show why the
«speial rally, for instance, was held, and why suech and such 2
method was folldwed in its conduct. This also puts the officers
in the vight lght before those who axve eritical. . .

Fourth— Results, Bvery good report will state the effecl
of the mesting, giving each detail its proper emphagsis, and
atréssing, wherever possible, the spiritual side. If space allows,
give in, a few sentences the essence of the main talks,

The watehword of the one who writes the report ghould be,
“Dq it now.” Write the report the same evening, or the next
day, while the details are fresh. Delay and indifference have
spoiled many a good report. Many folks *Intend,” about one
in ten “arrive’ ’

Look for the things that are frequently not mentioned, and .

mentipn them, Yook for underlying eauses, and bring them
4o the front. A clear, coneise report will often mean more than
4 sermon, Tt will refresh the minde of those whe were at ths
meeting and halp those to understand who were absent.
Another thing: Preserve your reports in a2 book for ths
benefit of the executive committe and future officsrs, Wisely
magnify your office as seeretary, and you will not only grow,
Wt your soeiety will benefit-and prospsr. . )
If you whe are or have heen a sacretary and havs other
suggastions, sefd- them in. - ' v. V. W.
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Missionary Volunteer Programs for
Advanced Schools

For Week Ending January 6

Topic: Our Bervice fﬂr 19z3.

. This topic should be congidered now as mest of the stodents
are coming back from their holiday vaecation. It offers a time
to cheek up on the first semester’s work, and to renew the
determination for hetter and more comsistent work. for the
rest of the sehool year. Such a program, such a meeting,
cught to be forward looking, It might well be an uplift serviee.
1% eouid feafnre in many interesting ways the resolve that ia

- often made fom of, but that is hetter than no resolve at all

In planning the meeting, do not overlook the goals and stand-
ards that have become a part of the Missionary Vohmtesr
plan.  They are there for a purpose, and that purpose is
stimulative.  Btody out metheds of presenting them that will
arouse intevest. Bome comment is given under ths Senior
notes of the vegular program.’

For Week Endihg January /1‘3
Topic: The Bands cY

The thought is to get the soeicty’s hands organized, or if
already well organized, then functioning properly. Remember
to cail for reports from them. There ave the Christian help
band, the ministerial band, the prayer bands, the membership
bands, and the foreign mission band that should have interest-
ing reports to give. 'The first semester of the school year
should find them organized and ready for servigs, the last
semester should see them active in work, Why not make this
meeting one that gives special emphasls to the work of the
bands? You edn plan this out to fit your local neods. The
book, “ Misgionary Volunteers and Their Work,” has some ex-
eolient help and guggestions, If you are hesifant as t6 how
to proceed, consult this Missionary Volunteer mantal. -

For Week Ending January 20
Topic: Glimpsing the Far Fost

Ag you will note in the vegular programs given elsewhere
in the GazEvIE, the offerings for forelgn missions go to the
Par East during 1923. The meeting for this time conld well -
give suggestions and information about the couutry. Endeavor
to handle the subject in a different way. Ask several of your
members to lock up ldte information on the countries of the
Tar Bagt. The nations and peoples ‘that are a part of thal
divigion eonference are given in the Year Book., Different
young people might well be agsigned different eountyies, with
some gpecial talks on specific conditions. .

As college young people, you should have some discussion
and ecopsideration regarding the changing politieal conditions
in Japan, China, Manechuria, Korea. The recent Washington
Conference an the Limitation of Armament wag ealled mainly
because of the Far East, Just what is Japaw's influence there?
Is it peaceful? What of China’s fubure? What of a divided
China? A number of sources of material are given under the -
regular program, Present-day Missionary Volunteer young
people, should obtain' a world grasp of conditions. Get the
sothing of the whole, as far as possible, then examine loeal
conditions in the light of a wide knowledge.

For Week Ending January 27
Teopic: The Perseverance That Wins

After giving the regular program eareful econsideration ag
to subjeect matter and notes, consider the topic ag to comerete
examyles of men and women who have been able to attain
to their goal,—seeular, religious, politieal, military, social,—
through the virtue of perseverapce. One or two biographical
sketehes of a man and a woman whe have achieved success,
will be helpful and stimulating, Do not forget the Bible
characters. In giving these talks, eliminate the obvious and
the nsual, Touch the high points of the how, the when, and
the where, dspecially the how. We all like to know how some .
one elgs did it ‘ ’

Then there are the avenues of perseverance that the varioms
departments of our work have traveled to attain success under
God's guidance. Talks could well be developed as to the per-
sisience demanded in developing the edueational work, the
medieal work, the foreign mission work, the vpublishing work.
Remarkable things are being done by the publishing men in
Latin countries today, bot men have died in the canvasging
branch of goapel service in making the break in these vegions
of Catholicism. It is eternal perseverance and raliance on the
promiges of God that have hrought the wonderful success of
the present time. -

Lot all the talks be specific and very practical. Note the
modern antenym of perseverance, * petering.” This article
has become almost » cinssic on this topie. It touches the matter
in 2 semi-humorous way that will serve to emphasize perssver.
ance all the more hecause of its treatment or the lack of it,

o : U. V. w.
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