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PROGRAM

Sabbath, March 17: Missionary Volunteer Day
The Call of the Mission Fields to Our Young People
. ' Meade MacGuire

The Parents’ Part ............ooviiiviiina M. E. Kern

Junior Possibilities . ............ .0 . ... PPN Harriet Holt
Sunday, March 18 ’

The Value of a Right Puxpose . ................ C., K. Meyers

A Place for the Youth . ............ e, E. F. Collier
Monday, March 19

The Victorious Life . ........cciivenias. Meade MacGuire

Faith and Feeling ...... Selections from the Spirit of Prophecy

How to Have Victorious Faith ......... . .... e Selected
Tuesday, March 29

Knowing for Qurselves ................. e JHL, T, Elliott

‘How Light Came io Lady Somerset . ... ..1Louis Albert Banks

Faith ..... ... ciiiiianna.s EEE R TR Sarah K. Bolton
Wednesday, March 21 .

Personal Servite . .. ..ot vnerreirtuneranas ‘E. F. Peterson

The Earthen Vessel

Thursday, March 22 '
Home Religion ........... ... 0iviiiian, C, A, Russell

What Sort of a Father Ave You? ................0.. Selected
Friday, March 28 .

How 0 Overcome Temptation .............. v« . H. 8. Prenier

The Sufficing Bible .. ......... ... ... Amos R. Wells
Sabbath, March 24 '

The Consecration Sacrifice .................... H.'T. Elliott

“ TagRE are many who ought to become migsionaries, but who never enter the field beeause those who are united
with them in church capacity or in our colleges do not feel the burden to Jabor with them, to open before them
the claims of God upon all their powers, and do not pray with and for them. The eventful period which
decides the course of life pasges, their conviciions are stifled, other influences and inducements attract them, and
temptations to seek positions that will; they think, bring them financial gain; take them into the worldly current.
These young men might have been saved to the cause.—* Counsels to Teachers,” pp. 500, 501.

. # T youth whe finds joy and happiness in reading the word of God and in the hour of prayer, is constantly
refreshed by draughts from the Fountain of life” — ¢ Testimonies,” Vol. IV, p, 624,
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Purpose and Plans

THE purpose and scope of this week may not at once be
fulty eomprehended from the title, Misstonary Volunteer Spring
Week of Prayer. This is not mervely a departmental feature,
but it should be rather an awakening of the whole church for
the salvation of our young people. The custom has prevailed
among our schools of having a Spring Week of Prayer, when a
speeial spiritual effort is made to quicken the religious life of
the students. Many of our youth in training have thus beeh
- greatly benefited and helped to a more complete sense of their
privileges and duties as Christians.

Why not extend the influence of this work? The answer is
found in the effort which iz being made to bring a special
spiritual revival to all our youth in this gpeeial week, Mareh 17-
24, Itis very fitting that this special week should be the samo
as that of the Spring Week of Prayer in our edueational cen-
ters. As a result of this week of endeavor to assist our young
people, we trust that a large number of them may he converted,
and that great blessings will come to the entire membership of
the churches, .

It is the plan that the entire force of laborers in each con-
ference, as far as can be consistently arranged, vigit the churehes
during this week; and that a special effort be made to reach all
our. ehildren and youth, to bring such as are not’in the fold to
a decision for Christ, and to lead others to'a deeper sense of
their respongibilities and to a cemplete consecration to God.

It would he well for the local conference committeo, with the
Misgionary Velunteer secretary, to plan for the placing of min-
jsters and workers in' churehes und companies where the largest
number of needy young people can be reached, and in the most
effective way. . :

Definite ealls have come in from the field, asking that
matertal he furnished and a definite program suggested for
each day. It is in compliancs with these requests that the
Missionary Volunteer: Department submits this program,

In some conferences, ne doubt, theve is ndt a smfficient
numher of Iaborers to supply each chureh during the week, Tt
is thought that this matter will .prove especially helpful in
churehes and companies where no worker from the eonference
is sent.

Do not forget the Juniors. Seek to simplify the talks given
30 a3 to make them helpful and interesting to the ehildren.
Do not place the manger so high that the lambs cannoi reach
the food. )

It is earnestly desired that this speeial effort he eontmued

through the week, even in churches where there is no conference

laborer presemt. If mueh prayer and careful planning are
. put into the work of preparation, this special Week of Prayer
can but result in a real revival. Tet this he your prayer: # O
Lord, bring a revival inte our church, and let it hegin in me.”

Plans for Evangelistic Work

A SERIES of resolutions were pagsed by the Missionary Volun-
teer Department at its counetl held in connection with the 1920
TFall' Council, along ‘the lines of evangelistie efforts for the
young, a part of which follow:

1. “That very eareful study be given to preseniing the
gospel in ity simplieity, that the young peopls may have a
thorough understanding of what it means to make a full sur-
render to God, to exereise faith, and to live the victorious life.

2. # Tha} ordinarily in a series of meetings, a few mootings
he devoted to a €lear presentation of these great truths hefore
making a call for full surrender, recognizing the faet, however,
that it is often helpful to call for definite decisions on special
lines, day by day, such ag Bible study, and pledges against
reading novels. That when calls for surrender are made, they
be very definite.

8. “That when individuals give evidence that such definite
decigions have heen made, the workers ghould heartily reeognize
the fact. '

4. * That the organization of prayer and personal workers'
bands should always precede a revival effort, to the end of
doing thoreugh work for the unconverted, and training Chris-
tian young people in' soul-winning. '

5. “ That very eareful plans be made for holding the vesults
of our revival efforts, by having loeal church workers mmite with
ug in the efforts, so that they ean intelligently continue the
work; by continuing the prayer and pérsonal workers’ bands;
by enlisting’ the co-operation of parents and interested friends
of individuals who have surrendered; and by personal corre-
gpondence with speecial cages,

6. “ That when young people have been brought to a decision’
for Christ, the work be followed up by preéparing thess young
people for baptism, and eneouraging them to go forward in
thiy sacred ordinance and in uniting with the chureh.

7. “ That while mature women workers can do good work for
bhoys and young men, and likewise men for girls and young
women, the greatest care should be exercised to observe strietly
a proper degree of reserve toward those of the opposite sex.”

Methods

To introduee young people to Christ, we must be near to the
young people and near to Christ; we must krow both. To do this
will take time, atd study, and prayer. .

If we %now young people, doubtless the moest important
“method” is to find a point of contaet and begin there,
Be genuinely friendly, Youw need not fear to have it known
that your one great burden is for their salvation, but you do
need to let the young people understand that you ars keemly
alert to other things that are of speeial interest to them. Choose
your themes and iflustrations with the-nature and interests of
the young in mind. Your life, your thoroughness of prepara-
tion, your prayers, your thoughtful consideration of feelings,
your intevest in them outside of meeting, your appeal,—-all will
tell the young people in no uncertain tones just what your
interest ig,

A few preliminary meetings with the ehureh officers, together

with the Sabbath sehool and Missionary Volunteer officers and
any others who are working for the youth, are very essential,
Study and pray with these ehurch workers until they have the
gpiritual vision and a genuize burden, With them put forth
united aetion for a revival in the church, and especially for the
galvation of the younger members of the Lord’s family.
. If there are already Prayer and Personal Work bands in
the Missionary Volunteer Society, take a special intevest
in them. These young peopls ean more than double the
efficiency of your efforts. Besides, if you ecan vitalize and
gtabilize these bands, you have provided for holding and in-
creaging the results of your effort, leaving in the church the
clements of spiritual growth and powet.

In laying a firm foundation for intelligent decisions, we
have found it helpful frequently to pursue a teaching method,
drilling the young people in the repetition of important state-
ments, and frequently reviewing the fandamental truths taught,

It ig also very helpful to place leaflebs in their hands on
vital subjects. The Migsionary Volunteer Department puh-
lishes an extensive series of leaflets for this purpese, It seems
to us that it just about dombles the influence of a talk on
courtship and marriage, for instance, to pass out at ifs elose
the leaflets, “ What God Hath Joined” and # Marrying Un-
helievers,”

Printed pledges or resolutions are often helpful in getting
the issues  before the young. Some are suggested in the
seation, “ Literature Halps.” ’

Literature Helps -

PrRAYER bands should be organized at the beginning of the
week, A sufficient number of Missionary Volunteer Pledge
No. 13 (Prayer Band Pledge Card) should bhe ordered from
the traet society so that one may be placed in the hand of
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each member of the bands. Price, 70 cents a hundred. It

reads as follows:

v

PRAYER BAND PLEDGE CARD

Since Christ Himself makes soul-winning work
the evidence of true discipleship, I consecrate my
Iife to Him for service, and especially: for the

sake of those named on the back of this card.
God helping me, I agree to pray much in secret,
to meet faithfully with my band, and to put
forth continuous, definite effort for one or more
persons,

On the reverse side are lines for recording the members of
the band and also for a prayer list. Y

Another eard, Missionary Volunteer Pledgs No. 12, should be
ordered for use on Deecision Day. Price, $1 a hundred. It
reads as follows:

MY DECISION

Without Christ I am lost. He died to save me.
Not to be wholly Christ’s means at last to be
- wholly lost.

The Spirit of God tells me: * Hvery act of
transgression, every neglect or rejection of the
grace of Christ, is reacting upon yourself; it is
hardening the heart, depraving the will, benumb-
ing the understanding, and not only making you
less inclined to yield, but less capable of yield-
ing, to the tender pleading of God’s Holy Spirit.,”
——  Steps to Christ)? p. 38, pocket edition.

I MUST DECIDE THIS GREAT QUESTION
IT MAY BE TOO LATE IF I DELAY
MY DECISION IS MADE
Lord Jesus, I give myself wholly to Thee.

Henceforth, by Thy grace, Thy will shall be my
| will; Thy lfe, my life.

—

Other helps suggested are the following:

Misgionary Volunteer Camp-Meeting Helps ... oo
“ The Ministry of Healing ™ ..o
“ Kducation
M. V. Pledge No, 10, Personal Resolutions .

M. V. Leaflet No. 50 Lives of Great Men .
M. V. Leaflet No. 19 Messages to Young People (Tesn-
momies) ... 02
M. V. Leaflet No. 23, The Life-Work ... e 02
M. V. Leaflet No. 35 Marrying UnbelieVers ..o cowmrer 03
M. V, Leaflet No, 49 What God Hath Joined . .0
M, V. Leaflet No, 16, Parents’ Meetings ... . .03
M. V, Leaflet No, 59 The Christian Home N
M. V. Leaflet No. 60 Your Mother - .01
M. V. Leafiet No. TL Keep the Home Fires Burm_ng . .02
M. V. Leaflet No. 67, God’s Remedy for 8in ... i 01
M. V. Leaflet No. 61 Our Young People and Their Work .01%4
M. V. Leaflet No. 64, The Secret of Soul Winning . 0015
M. V, Leaflet No. 47, Personal Work .....cceenen. .04
M. V. Leafiet No, 68 For Backsliders Only .. .ol
M, V. Leaflet No. 69, Xs Jesus Real to You? ... .02
M. V, Leaflet No. 66, Margaret/s Morming Watch . 01
M. V. Leaflet No. 72, Others May; You Cannot ... 00Y4
M. V. Leaflat No. 74 Living the Life That Wins . .01
M, V, Leaflet No, 75, With the Book of Books .. .01
M, V., Leaflet No, 76 Storing Light (Junier Bible Year) 01
M. V. Leaflet No. 77 To Love, Honor, and Cherish (Mar-
‘ riage Expermnee) 02
M. V. Leaflet No. 78, Life’s Purpose at the Judgment Bar .01
M. V., Leafiet No. 79, What Shall I Read? o i .03

Suggestions to Church Officers and Workers

The program outlined below and the material given for
each day are intended for helps, but are not given with any
idea of binding to a set program. Study and pray concerning
your local needs, It is the spirit of lomging for salvation,
and not a program followed to the letter, which will make
the work of the week a sueeess before the Lord. The minister
will, of course, use his own judgment in each case regarding
the method, The following are merely suggestions:

1. Organize prayer and personal workers’ bands to meet daily.

2, If possible, hold a service eaech day in the chureh, using
the program outlined as a basis for study.

3. Urge that whoever takes any leading part in these meetings
shall be thoroughly prepared. Give the articles ag talks
if. possible. If otherg are asked to read questions or
seriptures, pass them out before the meeting.

‘4. Endeavor fo make the meetings deeply spiritual. Seek
God earnestly. Give opportunity for testimonies by
individuals at several of the meetings.

5. Urge earnestly that all engage in personal work especially
for the youth. Tf would be well for the leaders to call
to mind all the young people econnected with the church
by ehuzeh membership, family ties, and elose friendship,
and arrange for every one of these in the community to
be personally visited by a reliable personal worker of the
churech, and invited to take his stand for Christ.

6. Furnish the mames of all the youth connected by chureh
membership, family relationship, and elose friendships
with the message in the community, to the conference
Missionary Volunteer gecretary, with a brief statement
of the faets in each case for future follow-up work.

7. Remember the Missionary Volunfeer devotional features,
the Morning Wateh and the Bible Year. (See * Mis-
sionary Volunteers and Their Work.”) Have the youth
take the Morning Wateh pledge. This could well be
done Friday evening, At the cloge of the week it may
be possible to organize a Standard of Attainment class
among the young people, to meet week by week,

8, Urge those who ought to attend sechool to go. Furnish
their names to the conference Missionary ‘' Volunteer
secretary. '

9. Some of our churches are so situated as to make a meeting
on every night of the week impossible. Let the leaders
plan for the people to meet in groups at their homes.
Let us bring a spirit of study and prayer for our youth
to the family altars in the home,

10. Endeavor to make the last Sabbath a very earnest gpiritual
meeting, in which old and young renew their consegra-
tien. Give opportunity for the expression of their
decisions after the reading. At this time it would be
fitting to present the decizion day pledge, Missionary
Volunteer Pledge No, 12,

The Program

The program guggested for Missiomary Volunteer Week is
outlined on the front page of this paper.

It is left with the elder or leader of the meetings to arrange
the details of the program for each day, select the hymmns, ar-
range for special music, arrange the ordet of the service, ete.
Do not feel you must use all the material glven, nor that yow
must confine yourself to this,

With a prayer that the efforts put forth this week may result
in the gaving of many precious souls in the kingdom of God,
we submit the following studies as a.suggestive outline. '

: COMMITTEE.

Sabbath, March 17, Missionary Volunteer Day
The Call of the Mission Fields to Our Young People

MEADE MAC GUIRE .

Foxr years we have been saying that the success of our work
in the future depends to. a great extent upon the salvatiom
and training of our young people. There is still much territory
fo be elaimed for Christ, and it will take many willing hands
and strong hearts and cultivated minds to reach the unnumbere &
millions of heathendom. The ideal placed before us in the
Testimonies ghould mean more and more to us ay we see more
clearly the magnitude of our work.

' With such an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained,
might furnish, hew goon the message of a crucified, risen, and
soon-coming Saviour might be carried to the whole world! "—
“ Lducation,” p. 271,

Conditions in the world indieate that time is short, and that
there must be no mistake a2z to the nafure of this right train-
ing and the necessity of imparting it without delay. In order
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to do this, it is most imporiant that we wnderstand more and
more fully what is required of us in giving the message to
“ every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”

Hundreds of Millions in Darkness

There are certain expressions current among us, which if not
rightly understood may be quite misleading. It is said that
“our literature is now published in languages reaching fifteen
sixteenths of the world’s population.” In this comnection we
must not forget several facts, actually staggering from a human
viewpoint, sand which ean be faeed bravely and hopefully only
a3 we exercise absolute faith in God’s word and His movement,

There are in the world approximately fifteen hundred lan-
guages and dialeets. This message is published in one hundred

. of them, The Bible itself is published in only seven hundred,
or less than half. It is true that many dialects are speken by
only a few thousand or hundred thousand people, but surely
some one must learn all these hundreds of languages and give
the megsage to these people.

Then again, while it is true the message is published in
several of the leading languages and dialeets of China, we
should remember that at least four hundred millions in China
cannot read any language, and they are in demse spiritual
darkness, without a vestige of knowledge of the true God.
Other seores of millions of illiterafe heathen living in India,
Afriea, Japan, Korea, and many other lands, constitute & tre-
mendous challenge to our young pecple. A young person in one
of our schocls in Ameriea or Europe eannot imagine how in-
gignificant and helpless he would feel if placed in the midst of
milliong of illiterate heathen, to whom the Bible is an unknown
book gnd Jehovah an unknown God.

It is said by careful sthdents of missionary conditions in
the world that the heathen are inereasing so rapidly that,
notwithstanding the operation of all missionary societies, there
are more heathen in the world today than ten years age, or one
year ago. Also that the proportion of Christians and heathen
throughout the world today is approximately the same.as in
the days of the apostles, :

These faets should aronse us to realize the necessity for every
young person capable of serviee, to volunteer his life and talents
for these perishing millions for whom Jesus died, many of
whom will respond to His message and prepare for His ecming.

For Educational Work

It is evident that among the heathen muelt must bs done in
edueational lines. Hundreds of conseeiated teachers are needed
and would be welcomed in heathen lands. Many of the schools
wo Now have are undetmanmed, .

I vifsited schools” where a worker from the homeland was
struggling with a diffieuls language, teaching children who
know nothing of Christianity, and with no help but native
teachers who are little better off than the students, In the
Philippine Islands we have hundreds of children of our own
people for whom we have no teachers. In China we ean probably
accomplish as much by starting schools and reaching the parents
through the children as in any other way. There are millions
of children, and the opportunities are unlimited for Christian
teachers, but the teachers are few indeed.

Medical- Work

Soms time ago I was in & little city in America where several
graduate nurses from our sanitarium training schools were
located; There were so many trained nurses in the place that
often these young women were idle. Tlere were not enough
aick people to keep all the nurses husy.

I told them that if they would go fo China, they could loeate
where they might have milliong of sick. and no competition,
One canmol ecnceive, without actually seeing, the awful con-
ditions which prevail where there is no idea of hygiene or sani-
tation, no protection against contagion or infection, There
are millions of cases of sore heads, sors cyes, skin disenses,
tuhereulosis, social diseases, and all manner of maladies. It is
so pitiful to see them, and mo one to help.- Oh, if our young
people eould once see the awful misery and suffering unrelieved

by the simple means we all know, they would be hard-hearted.

indeed not to respond, and go as quiel’ﬂj“as 'possible to earry
the goapel of healing. ‘ o

Evangelistic Work

Probably the most extonsive and oft-repeated calls are for
evangelists. The way may be pioneered and the seed sown by
sehools and medical work, and the cireulation of literaturs, but
far more must be done in all heathen lands in evangeligtic
work., Where the people cannot read, there is no other way
to reach them execept by publie preaching and personal work
with individuals and from house to house, )

Conditions vary greatly in different lands. A few of the
heathen seem actually eager to learn of God and to aeceept
Christianity, But our young people should not volunteer for
the foreign fields with the idea that the millions of poor people
in heathen lands are standing with outstretched hands, begging
for the bread of life, Nor should they imagine that though
they have never won a spul to Christ at homs, it will be easy
in the foreign field. As a rule, I believe it is vastly more diffi-
eult to bring a soul to Christ in almost any heathen land than
in an English-speaking country. Therefore, every young per-
son should know from experience that he has learned the secret
of soui-winning before he goes out to win the heathen,

It js diffieult to think of anything more unfortunate and pit-
iable than for a young person fo volunteer and be sent out to
gave the heathen when he himself is not saved. The exhibition
of selfishness, pride, anger, or impatience, and a lack of real
Christlike sympathy on the part of the missionary, simply
paralyzes the work, and makes progress almost impossible.
It is hard fo understand how some ean volunteer for serviee in
heathen lands, apparvently beeause they are church members,
and have gone through our sehools, yet who read-fietion, go to
theaters, or play ecards. Sueh persons cvannot advanee the
cause of God in heathen lands. God calls’ for heroic yommg
men and women, who ars willing to renounce the world, and
live: a life of prayer and self-denial. Such a life is full of
thrilling adventure, for it is a continual conflict with the
mighty principalities and powers of darkness, but with vietory
always certain. The eall of the heathen was over ringing in
the ears of the apostls Paul, and we might honestly say as he
waid, “I am debtor both fo the Greeks and to the barbarians.”
Shall we not as earnesfly say, “ So ag much as in me is, T am
ready to preach the gospel” fe the hundreds of millions now
gitting in darknesst

The Parents’ Part
M. E. EERN

Arr, that concerns the lives of young people likewise concerns
their parents, for God has made parents responsible for their
offspring. From birth to maturity, constant effort, watcheara,
and sacrifice are necessary. God-fearing parents recognize
this sacred obligation. Their.lives are bound up with the wel-
fare and development of their children. For them they live,
and for them, if need be, they would die.

The Bible condemins those who fail to provide 'for their own.
1 Tim. 5: 8, The ‘provision referred to doubtless includes the
physical necessities of life. It is the duty and privilege of
parents to feed and elothe their children, to maintain by all
possihle means their physical health, and to oare for them in
gickness, . ‘ '

But does the responsibility stop heve? The mind is more
important than the body, and the spiritual nature — the moral
and religious life—is,ngore important still, Those who fail
to provide mental and spiritual food for their children, have
most surely denied the faith, and are worse than infidels, As
the spirit of prophecy has said:

“ On fathers and mothers, God has placed the responsibility
of saving their children from the power of the ememy. This
is their work,~—a work that they should on no account neglect.
Those parents who have a living eomnection with Christ will
not rest until they 8ee their children eafe in the fold. They will

make this the burden of their life.” — “ Testimonies,” Vol. VII,
pp. 10, 11.

It is the duty of parents who gave their childven birth, to
travail in soul that they may he horn again, It is the duty of
those who teach thejr children to walk, to teach them also, day
hy day, to walk in the ways of righteousness. It is the obli-
gation of those who feach the child to speak, to feach him the
wonderful art of communion with God in I'Srayer. It is a sacred
obligation updn those who bave had most to do with the nurtire
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and training of their children, to render them every possible
agsistanee in choosing their course, and in making their plans
for Bife, The failure,to perform these chligations, whether
‘because of ignoranes, lack of geuuine love, or absorption in
less important things, is the tragic failure of parenthood.

The parent who senses the sacredness of these obligations
will study to show himself approved unto God, a workman in
the home that needs not to be ashamed. He will study and
restudy the great prineiples of right living, in order that he
may make them elear to his children. He will carefully
consider what has been written in the Bible and in the spirit
of propheey with referenee to the parents’ part. He will
prayerfully study ehildren and young people themselves, to be
able to, adapt the great truths of life to their needs, and
efficiently teach them. ‘

‘ ’ How Parents May Help

The parents’ part, then, in this Missionary Volunteer move-
ment, is to manifest a desp intérest in the young people’s work
in the church, and to encourage the ehildren and young people
to take an active part in ib. Here the ehurch takes hold, co-
operating with the parents, to train, the children in missionary
endeavor, Bubt the chureh cannot de this work alome,

The migsionary spirit should be gemerated in the home. In
Volume VII of the * Testimonies,” page 11, we Tead:

“ As you take your children with you into the servies of the
"Lord, what s vickory you gain, . . . If fathers and mothers
would work for -the members of their own families, and then
for those around them, uplifting Christ by a gedly life, thou-
gands of gouls would be saved. When God’s people are truly
eonverted, when they vealize the obligation resting cn them to
labor for those within their reach, when they leave no means
untried to rescue sinuers from the power of the enemy, the
reproach will be removed from our chmrches.”

And let me tell you, my dear brethren and sisters, among the
thousands saved by this kind of home missionary effort will be
your own boys and girls; for young people Who grow up in this
kind of atmosphere will, as a rule, find victory over sin, and
will teke up soul-winning as a life business,

Not Self-Centered. ,

1 am writing this ol the steamship  Makura,” bound for
Australia. Tor seven days we have sailed on this broad expanse
of water without so mueh as sightiig a ship. The only sign
of life sgen outside the ship has been a few birds, and i the
last two days a few flying fish that jump out of the water and
sail along the surface for a fow yards and disappear again.
But the passengers are interested in egeh cther, They converse,
they play games on the deck. Onee or twiee on the upper deck
they have had a dance in the evening.’ There is'an orehestra on
board which plays quite well, and entértains us at luncheon
and dinner. Suppose we should comclude that we are guite
happy and conténted thus, and that we do not care to land or
to come into contact with others again, but just to keep on sail-
ing and enjoying ome another’s society the remainder of our

It is unthinkable, isn’t it Every passenger on this
There are

lives.
boat has broader interests than are centered here.

people they love and desire to help in various lands.

Even so sacred a place as the home must not be self-centered.

If the homes of the chureh are vitalized by this atmosphere of
ungelfish ministry, there will be no lack of interest in the
Missionary Volmteer work on the pari of the children or their
parents. The parents will recognize this as a broader sphere
of missionary activity, and a valuable training for their ehil-
drext in gssociation with other young people along lines of serv-
iee especially adapted to the youth, And they will recognize
in the Missionary Velunteer Sodiety a training sehool for still
broader service, and will engourage their children to make
the Misgionary "Volunteer aim their life purpose,—* The advent
message to all the world in this generatlon”

Parents’ Co-operation Needed

It is safd to say that no Miseionary Volunteer Society can
guceeed in the truest sense without the co-operation of the
parents, in enecouraging ‘their ehildren in the work, and in
carrying out the ideals of the society in the home. If paremts,
by word or action, indieate that they consider the Junior Mis-
sionary Voluntser Society as of small importande, the Junier
guperintendent will likely have a difficglt time in interesting

1

those children, And the lack of interest on the part of the
children frem cne family may have an unwholesome influence
on the whole society. And when there are speeial activities of
any kind requiring the assistance of older omes, the parents
shonld always stand ready to help. Any gemeral missionary
activity of children needs adult supervision; and in such super-
vision, or chaperonage, parents may show their appreciation of
the children’s work, and at the same time enter inte companion-
ship in religious servies that will be invaluable to both.

Parents should attend some meetings of the Missionary Vol-
unteer Society, in order that they may intelligently co-operate
with the society, and that they may understand the influences
and, training being received by their children. :

But above all things do not go to eriticize. The young people
may net be deing it even as well as you could, but they may
be deing it even hetter than you could have dome it at their
age. Remember that you ean do far more by commendation
than eriticism, The boy may have become confused in present-
ing his part on the program, but he did his best, and is im
proving, Tell him how you appreciated it, and you will prob-
ably tern discouragement imto victory, amd contribute some-
thing toward the preparation of a future worker. If you feel
that some ecorrections should be made, perhaps you should
counsel with. the church elder about it. Or you may make
kindly suggestions to the leader, or to your own children if yon
think that might help, Your attitude may be such that your
own children and others will° come to you for adviee; and
that is best of all. '

If there is a Missionary Volunteer pienic or social gather-
ing, for the sake of your own and others, interest yourself in
knowing whether it is properly chaperomed. And if the older
members of the church are included, be sure to be there. Tt is
very wholesome for young people and their parents to play
together, And, of course, you will help financially, if need be.
One of the best ways to render such help may he to make it
possible for your ehildren to earn the money which they meed.

In closing I wish to direct your attention to a mimistry open
to Christian homes which is altogether too much neglected.
In “ The Ministry of Healng,” pages 354, 355, we read:

“QOur homes should he a place of refuge for the terapted
youth. Many there are who stand at the parting of the ways.
Bvery influence, every impression, is determining the choice
that shapes their desting both here and hereafter. Evil invites
them. Its resorts are made bright and attractive, They have
a weleome for every comer. Al about us are youth who have
no home, and many whose homes have no helpful, uplifting
power, and the youth drift into evil. They are going down
te ruin within the very shadow of our own doors, , . .

“If we shonld show an interest in the youth, invite them
to our homes, and surround them with cheering, helpful
influenges, there are many who would gladly turn their steps
into the upward path* |

Junior Possibilities
HARRIET HOLT

‘WE are apt to shake our heads cver the hoys and girls of
the adolescent age, and think that if we can cnly get along
gsome way until they come to themselves, we have dome the
best that can he expected of us. We fail to realize that those
vears between twelve and sixteen are the years of greatest
possibility that ever enter the life at any time, that it is an age
of great awakening. Tor the firs{ ten years of life, the boys
and girls bave locked little farther than the eoufines of their
own homes. At most, their herizons have gathered in no more
than their sehool and, community. Now, hreaking over all bar-
riers, they are getting their eyes on the world, and it is & won-
derful place. They see no obstacles to marvelous a¢hievements.
And so.the Junior age iz often irresponsible, impractical.

We . judge that boy heartless who spends hours perfecting
some useless toy water wheel, while his tired mother pleads, or
scolds; for a little more kindling. We, wonder if he will ever
amount to “a row of pins; * but some day that boy is going
to bridge the gulf between bis \reams and the every day.
And then with toes.on' earth, hell ' harness his dreams for the
world’s use.

Age of Conversion

It iy during this age that dreams often take some altruistic

form. Beveral very practie:al, helpful people in the world have
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told me that they had great dreams in which fhey were always
ihe hero or heroine, feeding thousands of hslpless children (the
cost of such food never ssemed to enter their minds), or res-
cuing helpless natives from the terrorg of man-eating tigers.
Now stop and think, practical business man, doector, or feacher,
did you ever live in a world of dreams? Then let us not harshly
jundge the sincerity of the jumior who longs to alleviate suffer-
ing in foreign Jands while making selfidh demands in ths home.

Just as this great awakening comes into the junior’s mental
world, just so does a great awakening come into his spiritual
life. 'Thers are more conversions — the kind that hold through
—at the age of ten than af fwenfy-four; the two extremes of
the adoleseent age. There are more at the age of fifteen than
seventeen. The sixteenth year marks the zenith of suscepii-
bilify to the pleading of the Holy Spirit. Let us remember
that with broadening of vision comes the deepening of vision,
until it may ecateh & glimpse of the great Fatherhood of Ged.
And let us put forth every effort to encourage such an
awgkening, ’

The junior age is a hahit-forming age. Mental and physical
growth is about complete. The lines which thought and: act
make in the brain are deepening, and becoming fixed for
life: :As one student of adolescence remarked, “ O that sixty
could make the choices of sixteen!” Buf it cannet. This fact
is a challenge to you and me. No helpfu! habit is too small fo
encourage in our 'boys and girls.

Purpose-Forming Age

It is mot my purpose to deseribe at any length the char-
acterigtics of ths jumior. There are, however, one or fwo pre-
dominant features of this age, which o link it with the life
of the aduli that every one of usshould take it into considera-
tion when we associate with boys and girle,

I have already mentioned the world of dreams in which most
juniors live, But they not only idealize the world in general;
they idealize people. They weave a -wonderful mantle of psr-
faect manhood or womanhood, and then they leok-about them
fo choose some young man or woman of their aequaintance
upon whom to drape this robe. That is why we often find a
junior eritical. Omes, however, that person is” found, he im
perfeet. Tt is a joy for the boy to wafeh his hero, to follow
him step by step. What greater calling could a young mam or
a young woman have than fo be worthy of sueh devofion? '

It has been eaid that the highest purpose of great men is
to fumish: worthy ideals for fhe boy. The young man who
said: “I am that boy's hero, and I must not et him down,”
had a vision of what it meant to have a boy friend.

A young woman who Las done, and is dding, a noble work in
this third angel’s message, told me that the furning-peint in
her life came when a woman she admired very much put her
hand on her ghoulder and eaid, “ You are going to be a worker
for God some day, aren’t you? ”

One of the most successful ministers in owr work today spent
his early boyhood as a newshboy on the strests of New York.
Just as he entered these vital years of his life, he was invited
into a class of boys taught by Miss Vanderbilt, Every week
she gave her time and thought fo these boys. She did more,
ghe invited them to her home. She fook them into parks, laid
oubt with the exquisife tasbe used by the gardeners of the rich.
She read, she played, she prayed with them, “I wouldn’t ho
here in ths minjstry” he said, “if it hadn’t been for Miss
Vanderbilt. God grant that there may be more Miss Vander-
bilts ih the world, not in purse, but in heart! ” he added
fervently. :

§

A Call to Church Membeps

* The .great possibilities of this age are calling to you and
to me, chureh members. Iirst, are we safe patterns for onr
junior friends? Does our Christianity ge down into our lives
until the boys and girls know that we live up to our helief?
Aro we always true to the word we give?

Second, do we understand dur boys and girls? To understand
them 1§ to love them, and love begets love. Ouf of two hun-
dred girls who were asked fo describe their ideal young woman,
only three mentioned beanty, none-spoke of age, but every one
did say something about kindness, thoughffulness, pleasant-
ness; and phrases like the following were common: “She

smiles at us as though she meant if,” “ She acts as though she
likes us,” ‘ She writes fo us when we're gick.” That’s it, just
plain Christian love, and sympathy, the duty, if not fhe joy,
of every honest Christian. The reguirements are small, but
the results are enormous, ~ Is the goal, “ A Junior Leader in
Every Church,” too much to expect? Every Seventh-day Ad-
ventist ean be a junior leader. How aboub you and mef

Now the third charge we must take npon ourselves if we,
the every-day church members, are geing to win our juniors:
Hawe faith in the boys and girls, Many young people have
passed fhrough these eritical years successfully because fhey
have felt beneath them the selid rock of some one’s confidence,
Se in spite of the peeculiar lapses of good behavier which
neither you nor fhe junior himself may understand, keep the
heart free from suspicion of hase motives, and the faith steady.

And last, but not least, do not forget fhat we are depend-
ing on our juniors of today for the successful accomplishment
of our great cause fomorrow. There is no limif to what our
boys and girls may become for God if they but yield com-
plotely. That aged minister who ecounted buf one eonvert for

- @ year’s work, little dreamed of the far-reaching results of

that year. He had won only a boy, but that boy was Robert
Moffat, The rapid and strenuous movement of the last days
may develop some Pauls, Who knows but that boy, the per-
plexity of the Sabbath school, may be one of God’s appointed
ones who will know his'God and “ do axploits ¥ Tt is ours to
love sincerely, to understand sympathetically, and to win for
God our boys and girls, '

Sunday, March 18- -
The Value of a Right Purpose

CECIL K, MEYERS

TuE aims and aspirations of youth need careful festing so
that each desire may be judged in the light of a serious, earnest
congideration of ifs infrinsgie valae as an incentive to the
development of charaeter. To have & purpose in Life is not
enough, it is absolutely.necessary to have a right purpose,
squared and hewn by the sharp tool of s daily experience.

Equipped with a right purpese, any young man or woman
is able fo stand the emergency tests of life.

The greatest purpose of all is that which relates to one’s
spiritaal welfare. To arrive at the decision to be a Chfistian,
to live in subjection to the principles of the kingdom of God,
to enthrone the Lord Jesus in fhe heart, is the most valuable
decision in life, Like the man in fhe parable who sold the
pearls that he had in order to buy the pearl of great price, it
is an expression of confidence in the vsry best desires known
to the human heart. It represents life’s highest purpose.

The sweet singer of Israel chants in swelling notes the prayer:
“ That our sons may he as plants grown up in their youth;
that our daughters may be as corner-stones, polished after the
similitude of a palace.” Ps. 144: 18,

Both the figures here rvepresented illustrate fixture. The
individual bheauty of the plant results from its fixed roofs
running down to the moist, fertile beds fromn which it draws
ita mourishment. The.corner-stone is the fixed stone lending
ifs strength and weight to the support of the supersiructure,
In its fixedness the whole building grows to completion.

It must have been this same thought fhat Paul had in mind
wheti he said: “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk ye in Him: rooted and built up in HMim, and
gtablished in the faith, as ye have been taughf, abounding
therein with thanksgiving,” Col, 2186, 7,

Here he emphasizes the value of being rooted and built up
in Christ. The work we musi attend to in youth is to build
in the permanent things and get rooted. Fixed principleg - .
& beliof in God, confidence in His word, the exercise of devotion,
a surrendered lfe — should become very real fo every young
person as the basis upon which he can apply all through life,
a dynamic foree to keep him moving in the right direction.

The First and Fundamental Purpose

“ Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth,” is
the counsel of the wise man. Would to God fhis Spring Week
of Prayer might find every one of our youth, in college or
academy, in the home or church, giving earnest atfention fo
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the iatter of making this supreme decision to suzrender the
heart to God. This is the place to begin. All else will fall
into vight relationship if we will enthrone Christ in the heart.,
On this everything hangs. With the power of this decision
Whitefield wag taken from behind the bar of a saloon, wheve
he was serving out the pewter pots to the drunkards, to become
one of England’s greates( preachers and wveformers.

Bogin at the point of surrender, and God can and will take
you fo the highest heights in Christian living and Christian
serviee. Thiz i3 so well stated in the hbook #Edueation,”
page 257, where Sister White says:

“ Through faith in Chrigt, every deficiency of character may
be supplied, every defilement cleansed, every fault eorrected,
avery excellence developed.”

All history attests to the influence of the surrendexed life,
Joseph, alone and friendless, struggled through bhecause he
knew in his life a personal'walk with Ged., Esther, the little
Hebrew maiden, lifted in a moment through a strange provi-
dence from the obséurity of her humble surroundings to gueen-
ghip in a universal kingdom, rendered the most signal service
ever rendered by a woman, because she staked all on the best
choiee in life,

The recognition of this brings us to the conclusion that a
surrendered life is in God’s hands for Him to do with it as
He pleases. Growing oul of the pesonal surrender is the
desire for personal serviee. The two are inseparably linked,
and the moment 2 human heart iz warmed by the divine pres-
ence in the life, so soon a call comes to fellowship with Jesus
in service. The definite program and means of serviee come
with the molding of the years, but the call is never so distinet
as_ when it iy made in the quiet stillness of thé first peace-
ful consciousness of acceptance in Chaist.

Oppqrtlllnities for Effectnal Christian Bervice

Iz the face of the growing demands for workers in all
lands, one is led to hope earnestly that many hearts will burn
with the longing to co-operate with:Jesus in the work of soud-

saving. Thore iz no higher serviee than Christian ministry,,

and I use the word in ils broadest sense, for not only is it
necessary to proclaim the truth by word of mouth, but it is
also necessary to live the' things we teach; and sometinies the
living is as effective as’ the preachmg

I have just ‘neen 1eadmg a letter from one of our union
superintendents in’ the South American Divigion, It is a
lengthy but most interesting survey of the growing needs. Tt
vefers to the work of individuals, and writing of the work of
& missionary family in & newly opened up section, he says:

“T found Brother and famﬁy happy and very much
interested in their work at the mission. He thinks there is no
line of work so important and so_interesting as the Indian
work; and he is admirably adapted to it in every way. He
has Won the hearts of the Indians and whites far and near hy
hig genial way and his readiness and efficiency in helping the
sick and afifieted. The officials are friendly to “him, and
always lend a helping hand in every meed. The railroad men
know him. The eonductor on the passenger train never tires
of telling the passengers about him and his work, and points
out the mission as the train passes.

“When I first visited his station, I spoke {o the Indians,
and tried to tell them about the ‘ Best Friend I began by
asking them if they had any friends; and then I asked ome
Indian to tell me who his friend was. We were all deeply
gratified to hear him respond, ¢ Doetoreito, and then turn and
pmnt to our missionary, I asked the Indians what made the
migsionary their friend. They said: ‘He helps us. When we
are piek, he gives us vemedies and enres us’
was the best foundation I could find for my talk, and so I began
to tell them about Jesus, the best Friend, Whom our missionary
had come to represent.”

This illusirates the effective serviee resulting from a gur-
vendered life. There is really nothing academic about it.
It is just living ont the Christ-life and seeing the resnlt in
" souls won tou the Lord. o

Would tp God that this same spirit might enter many an-
other breast. When one surveys the need of the world, it i
found to be immeasurdble, Yet in the face of this there is
the possibility and the certainty of a finished work if our
young people will but give themselves whole-heartedly and
earnestly to the Lord for sevvice.
is not now, any insuperable batrier in achlevmg the deaire for

Il

I thought that”

There never has been, and .

’
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service to any whose hearts are determined on nging their
facillties in this great cause. We must look away from the
present disabilities to 2 God who can and will use the humblest
of instruments if the channels are cleaved for His power to
flow through them.

It iz said that in Napoleon’s army every soldier earried in
his kit bag a field marshal’s baton, and it is equally true that
every Christian life is definitely attached to divine possibilities.
Our own pioneer history as a denomination bristles with the
story of mnotable serviee for (od growing out of an equally
notable consecration and devotion in the persomal life of the
pioneers,

Centuries look down upon ug and eneourage us to believe in
God and in His power to redeem and prepare the human life
for gexrvice, How effectively Paul testifies of this when writing
out of the fulness of his own experience he says:

“ God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God, and not of us”’ 2 .Cor, 4: 6, 7.

i

A Place for the Youth

You elders in Israel, we're making
This earnest petition to you;
‘We honor, we trust you, and love yon
As youth and as children should do:
We've asking a place at the table
Of serviee in God’s sacred hall,
For we know that His bounty’s nob shinted,
And are sure He invited us all,

‘We ask but a place at His table
Of service where older ones meet:
No honor, no vaunting, but only
To wait in the lowliest seat,
To be there each wonderful moment
The Master is sitting at meat;
‘To rise and to serve Him, if b1dden, :
" Or wash, if permitted, His feet.

) Yes, servants, we know, are unworthy
To dine at the board of a king;

- But He said * whososver ¥ and “ any,”
And guch is the password we bring.

_The veriest erumbs will suffice us,
The lowliest, hamblest place,

If only yon bid us to enter

The chamber of serv-iee and grace.

Give p]ace, 0! give p]aee at His table!
"Ye elders, for all of the youth;
Awaiting your welcome, we linger,
Abashed, by the doorways of truth.
We're sure that His grace is sufficient
For all who are willing and true;
So we ask for a humble position
At His table of servics with you.
— K. F. Collier.

Monday, March 19
The Victorious Lifé and How to Obtain It

MEADE MAC GUIRE

Mucs confusion results from a variety of notions as to what
the victorious life is. Victory over sin does not mean freedom
from temptation.” While we are in this world, we shall always
be tempted; but God has made ample pr0v1s10n that we may
always be vietorious.

£ There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common
to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer yon fo be
tempted above that ye are able but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape that ye may be able to bear it.”
1 Cor, 1013,

Vietory over sin‘is' not achieved by resolntions, nor by strug-
glds, nor by any human effort. It cannot be attained by a
gradual growth. The * victorious life” is only another ex-
pression for “righteousness by faith.”  When we speak of a
man’s having righteousness by faith, we do not think of him
ag having attained sinless perfection, We do not think of the
man at all, We think of the Savionr whose righteounsness the
man has received. . We do not recognize the man’s resclutions
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or struggles or obedience to the law as the ground of his
rightsousness, It came to him through grace as a gift, wholly
in response to the exereise of faith. The law says, “ Do and
live; ¥ but graee says, “ Believe and live” Those who are
seeking righteousness, or vietory over sin, by doing, are under
the law, and what thoy attain will be their own righteousness,
or; filthy rags; “for if righteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vain.”

What, a Victorious Life Means

 Victory by faith does not mean a life of ease and inac-
tivity, The conseiousness of Christ within, bringing frecdom
and peace, arouses and intensifies the highest energies of mind
and body, and mlp:lres to the most earnest and self- saenﬁomg
ser'vice for God, '

To have the victorious life does not ‘mean that we can never
again fall inte gin, Vietory is in Chrigt. There ean be no
v1etory apart from the Vietor, Christ dwells in the heart by
faith. . So long as the presence of Christ within is a reality,
thére is vietory. But he who looks away from Christ, looks
away from victory, and invites defest.

Many fall because they depend for salvation wpon what they
believe ~—the facfs of faith —rather than upon Jesus the
Saviour from sin. The vietorious life is inseparably associated
with the only One who ever has or ever can overcome sin
in human flesh. Only when a child of God loses the gense of
Christ’s prosence can he voluntarily yield to sin,

“ The religion of Christ means more than the forgivensss of
gin; if means taking away our sins, and filling the vacuum with
the graces of the Holy Spirit. It means divine lumination,
rejoicing in God. It means 2 hedart emptied of self, and b]essed

with the abiding presence of Christ, When Christ reigns in the
soul, there is purity, freedom from ain.” — ¥ Christ’s Object Les-

SONE, ”pp 419, 420.

There is a parable shout an ugly brier that grew in the ditch.
One day the gardener came and dug it up. The brier said,

“ What can the gardener possibly want of me? Surely he does

not- know that I #m only a worthless brier.” The gardener
tock the brier and set 1t among the beautifnl roses in his
garden, Then the brier gaid, “ What a great mistake he has
made! It can only end in disappointment.”  But, the gar-
dener came and grafted some buds into the brier, and in a
few. months it Was bearing as beautiful reses ag any in the gar-
den, Then the gardemer said, “Tt was not something you
had, in yourself which prodnced thesé lovely flowers, but what
I put in you,”

When a man, with full realization that he is utterly sinful,
utterly helpless and lost, turns hig bhack upon all 'his own efforts
to get right with God and accepts Christ’s righteonsness as his
own, he has taken the first step in the victoricus life, Te
maintains that life by resclutely turning from all efforts of his
own to be good, and aceepts Christ mnment by moment as his
indwelling goodness, :

This matter of our relation to sin may be stated in another
way: We are sinful by nature, and it is impossible for the
sinful eature to resist and overcome sin suceessfully, But if
we are willing, God proposes to work a mirdcle within us
whereby we become partakers of the:divine nature, and it is
impossible for the divine nature to be overcome by sin. This
experience comes in vesponse to our faith; that is, we meet the
eondition, and then believe it is done, and God makes it so.
“ Likewise reckon ye also yourgelves to be dead indeed unto
gin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Rom, 6:11, .

8in is not dead, but we are dead te sin so long as we are
alive unto God through Jesus CObrist. We must remember
that- vmtury has already been won for ws, and it only rsmains
for us to let Christ win the vietory, in us,

“ By His perfect obedience e hag made it possible for every
human being to chey God’s commandments, When we gulbmit
ourselves to Christ, tho heart is united with His hearb, the witl
is merged.in His wﬂI the mind becomes one with Hls mind,
the thoughts are brought into eaptivity to Him; we live His
life. This is what it means to be elothed with the garment of
Hig -vighteousness”—* Christ’s OBbject Lessons,” p. 312

“When a soul receives Christ, he receives power to live the

‘ ]1fe of Christ.” — Id., p. 814.

How to Obtain, Victory .
ANl true Christians know what it is to aceept God’s offer of

pardon and cleansing from all sin when confession iz made.

They simply believe that God has kept His wérd, and that their
sins are forgiven. The instant they believe it, God makey it so.
They are freed from the condemnation and penalty of sin.

In exactly the same manner may they obtain freedom from
the power and dominion of sin, Ag surely as Christ hag paid.
the penalty for our sins and made pardon possible, so surely
has'He overcome sin and made freedom possible,

Wore you ever congeious of your sinful and lost condition?
Did you go to God and confess your sing, praying for pardon
through the merits and, in the name of Christ¥ Did you then
helieve that God had forgiven you, and did you rejoice in the
songe of His pardoning love? In the same manner and on the
same termg you may obtain immediate and complete freedom
from the bondage of all your sins. Every gift of God comes
to uvs, not through Christ, but “in Christ.” It is of vest im-
portanee to remember this great truth,

% Blessed be the God and Fathdr of our Lord Jesus Chnst,.
who hath blessed us with all gpiritusl blessings in heavenly
things in Christ.” Eph. 1: 3, margin,

Through sin, we lost life, purity, peace, power, fellowship
with God, everything that is of value for eternity. In Christ all
ig restored to us again. A wonderful key-passage is found in
1 John 5: 11, 12:

“ This is.the reeord, that God hath.given to us eternal hfe,
and this 1ife 1w In HlS Son. He that hath the Son hath life;
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.”

How to Maintain Vietory

“ Whesoaver abideth in Him ginneth not: whosoever siuneth
hath not seen Him, neither known Him.” 1 John 3: 8.

To the heloved diseiple it was Ineonceivable that ome should
really know Jesus and go on sinning, He wrote: “ My little
children, these things I write unto you, that ya sin not.” 1 John
2: 1. Evidently he wiote this eplstle, explaining the secrets of
fellowship with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ, for the
very purpose of making plain how Chrigtians esn live without
sinming. He adds: “ And if any man sin, we have an advueate

_with the Father, Jesus Christ the rughteous *

“¢If any man sin? shows that even & gaint may sin, But
if the saint ShOI_lld gin, —mark that,—‘we have an advocate
with the Pather’ There iv 2 per;feet propitiation provided.
There is no allowance for gim, but a perfect provision in eage
we do sin —no nsed to sin, no rlght to sin, ne compromise with
sin, no lmense, hut a prov;swn in case we do. On bhoard ship
the provision for Iife belts is not asgociated with any inten-
tion to have a shipwreck, but they are there in case of need.” —
“ Must Christians Sin?»

Having sought and claimed victory by faith, it is t0 be main.
tained in the same way that it is received, The words used by
the Holy Spirit to deseribe the relation of the belever to Christ,
are submit, commit, yield, ahlde. “I am the vine, ye are the
branches.” * Abide in Me, and T in you.” The branch did
not connect itself to the wvine, nor does it striggle to keep
connected.

“ Jommit the keeping of yonr soul to God, and frust in Him,
Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be lost in Him, Put away
all doubt; dismiss your fears, Say with the apostle Paul, ¢ I
live; yet not I, but Christ Hveth. in-me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Bon of Ged, who
leved me;, and gave Himself for me.’ Rest in God. He ig ahle
to keep that which yon have committed to Him. If you will
leave yourself in His hands, He #ill bring you off moré than
congueror, throngh Him that has loved you.

“ When Ohrist took human nature upon Him, He bound
humanity to Himself by a tie of love that ean never be broken
by any power save the choico of man himself. Satan will con-
gtantly present allurements to induce us to break th_is tie —to
chaose to separate ourselves from Christ. Here iz where we

need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us
to choose another master; for we are always free to do this.
But let us keep our eyes'fixed npon Christ, and He will pre-
serve us, Looking unte Jesus, we are safe. Nothing ean pluck
ug out of His hand.” -~ Steps to Christ,” p. 78, pocket edition.

Finally let us rememher that surrender, though ever so full
and complete, i only half the gecret of vietory. Many have
surrendered all and yet have not been victorious, It ig as es-
gential to elaim vietory in Christ as it is to confess defeat
without Him,

“ By faith you became Christ’s, and by faith you are to grow
up in Him-— by giving and ta,kmg You are to give all,—

your heart, your will, your service, — give yourself to Hlm to
obey all His reguirements; and you mmust take all, — Christ, the
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fulness of all blessing, to abide in youwr heart, to be your
stréngth, your righteousness, your everlasting helper, — to give
you power to obey.” — Id., p. 70.

% Thanks be to God, which giveth us the vietory through our

Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor, 15: 57.

Faith and Feeling . §

“ Am times a deep sense of our unworthiness will send a thril
of terror through the soul; but this i3 no evidenee that God
has changed toward us, or we toward God. No effort should be
made to rein the mind up to a certain intengity of emotiom.

- We may not feel today the peace and joy which we felt yes-
terday; but we shounld by faith grasp the band of Christ, and
trugt Him ag fully in the dar]mess ag in the Hght.” — Review
and Herald, May 8, 1881.

“ Be not diseournged hecanse your heart seems hard, Every
obstacle, everj internal foe, only inereases your need of Christ.
He came to take away the heart of stone, and give you a heart

-of flegsh, Look to Him for speeial grace to overcomt your
peculiax faults.” — I'bid,

“We are not to make our feelings a test by which to dis-
cern whether we are in or out of faver with God, whether they
be what we consider encouraging or not. As soon as one be-
ging to contemplate his feelings, he is on dangerous ground.
If he feels joyous, he ia confident he is in a favorable condition;
but when a change eomes, as it will, for cirenmstances will be
go arranged that feelings of (lepressmn will make the heart
gad, then he will he natura]ly led to doubt that God has ac-

cepted him,

“It is not wisdom to look at t.he emotlons, and try to test
your spirituality by your feelmgs Do not study yoursetf; look
away Lrom self to Jesus. While you acknowledge yourself as
a sinner, yot you may appropriate Christ ag your sin-pardoning
Redeemer. Jesus came not to, call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.  Satan will not be slow in presenting to the re-
pentant soul suggestions and difficulties to weaken faith and
destroy oourage. Mo has manifold temptationg that he can send
trogping into the mind in succession; but the Chrigtian must
not study his emotions and give way to his feelings, or he will
soon entertain the evil guest, doubt, and beeome entangled in the
perplexitios of despair. Expel the suggestions of the enemy
by contemplating the mateliless depth of Your Saviowr’s love.”
— Signs of the Times, Dec. 3, 1894.

“Tt iy no sign that Jesus has ceased to love us because we
experience doubts and discouragements, Affliction eomes to
us in the providende of God in' order that we way ‘sce that
Christ is our helper, that in Him is love and consolation. We
may receive grace whereby we may be overcomerd, and inherit
the life that measures with the lfs of God. "We wmust have

an’ experience g0 that when affiiction comes upon us, we shalt’

not ‘depart from our faith, and choose fables.” -— Signs, Ma/y 7y
1896,

“ When we go to Him for wisdom or grace, we are not to
ook to ourselves to see if He has given us a speeial feeling as
an assurance that He has fulfilled His word. Feeling id no
criterion. Great evils have resulted when Christians have fol-
lowed feeling, Satan can give feelings and jmpressions, and
those who take these as their guides, will surely be Jed astray.
How do I know that Jesus bears my prayer? I know it by His
promise. He says He will hear the needy when' they ery unto
Him; and T believe His word. He has never said to the sced of
Jacob, ‘ Seek ve Me in vain’ »— Signs, May 15, 1854.

How to Have Victorious Faith

Ir is easier to reeognize the duty of helief than it is to
believe. To many there is no comfort in the word, “ A1l things
are possible to him that believeth.”

“ Yes, I know that,” they ery; “ but that is just the trouble:
I eannot believe ag I ought to.”

Yes, they can. We can never “ believe,” or have faith, in the
victorfous way hy attempting to furmnish that faith ourselves.
But here is the secret that makes complete, vietorious faith
immediately possible for all: % God requires absolute faith
from us, and supplies it, just as, He claims entire holiness and
offers to give it.” .

Faith is the work of God and the gift of God, “ The faith
of God” is the only vietorious faith. Let us stop unconseiously
making a “works™ of our faith. Rather let uns, as Frances
Ridley Havergal has said, “intrust to Him our trust.” Then
we shall know the joy and the restfulness and the victory of the
apostle who praised God for the surpassing miracle of his life:
“T am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which X now live in the
flesh I Yive by the faith of the Son of God” — Selecied.

¢.’._¢—., .

Tuaesday, March 20

Knowing for Ourselves
H, T. ELLIOTT

THE world is seeking peace and cannot find it. It is looking
for a snre foundation to build again the structnres of politieal,
economical, and moral peace, hut it ean find no such foundation,
Sinece mien have abandomed faith in God and His word, and
as long as they refuse to make the abiding principles of His
word the foundation of their actipn, there will be little success
in glleviating world conditions. . The human heart must find
itself and undergo- a divine transformation individually,. or
there ean be no betterment of exterior conditions,

In a time of gimilar world turbulency, Jesus stood Lefore
Pilate, the railing mob outside clamoring for His conviction.
Buddenly a mew ery went up, “He made Himself a king! ”
Grasping at @ chanee to please the people, Pilate asked Jesus,
“ Art Thou a king theny

. Jesus replied by asking Pilate the heart'searehmg questlon,
¥ Bayeat thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell. it thee
of Mo} ¥ ‘

That question rings across the ages to us who at thlS time
profess to he following Him. Do we know . Jesug for our-
selves? Is the faith we exercise our own faith, er is it am
attempt on our part to sceept blindly the faith of our mother
or. father or our church leader?

A few years ago, taltking with a young man upon t.he eamp
ground concerning his Christian experience, T inguired, ¢ Do
you believe the Bible?

"« Of course I do? . . d

“ Do you read it2”

“ T have never read & word of it

“ How do you knew that you believe the Bible if you.have
never read it??”

“ Well, I have some Christian fmends who lead the Blble, and
I have every eonfidence in them, and they say it is true. That’s
why I believe. the Bible,” .

- We smile, and yet ig It true that we have found the founﬂa—
tion of dur belief in our own personal experience in Jesus
Christ? Are we Seventh-day Adventigts because we know and
understand for eurselves? of are we following along, Keeping
in the shadow of the chureh, not having a faith of eur own,
but hoping and desiring to he saved beeause of those who do?

One of our workers was talking with a young woman eon-
cerning her persomal experience. A girl of twelve was stand-
ing by. As the worker told the young lady to take her question
to the Lord in prayer, assuring -her that the Tord would -give
her an answer, the twelve-year-old girl spoke up and said,
“ Brother ——, why do you tell her that? You know it isn’t
so. Why, I have prayed and prayed and prayed, and God has
never said a word to me.” )

We. are living in 2 time when the coming of the Tord is
nearer than it has ever heen before. The fulfilling signs of
the Bible prophecies indicate that His appearing must-be near.
It 38 therefore high time that we examine ourselves -to know
if we have an experience of our own, or whether we are
resting in some, one else’s experienee. :

Jennie Lind, on shipboard, was called to waleh the sunrise
on the ocean; and as the g‘lory of its, rays, streaming aeross
tho water, filled her sight, she exelaimed: “I know that my
Redeemer Hiveth! ' David had this assuranee. He says, “ This
T know; for God is for me” Job was personally esrtain, and
he tells us, “I know that my Redeemer liveth.” And Paul’s
heart, charged with the indwelling love of God, pulsates with
the thought as he cxies, “I know whom I have believed, and
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which L have com-
mitted unto Him against that day.” A Christian way know
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whether he is a Christian. A lack of personal experienee will
lead us to have a eringing experienco before the world, We
shall be inclined to hesitate and stumble in our groping for
faith, and to lead a miserable existence, and to feél that after
all we are only trying to keep up a shell of appearances.

“There are many amoeng us who are deficient in spirituality,
and: who, unless they are wholly converted, will certainly be
logt. Can you afferd to run the risk?

“Pride and weakness of faith are depriving many of the
rich blessings of God. There are many whe, unless they
humble their hearts before the Lord, will be surprised and dis-
appéinted when the ery is heard, " Behold, the Bridegroom
cometh! ’ Matt. 25: 6. They have the theory of the truth, but
they have no ofl in their vessels with their lamps. Our taith
at thiz time must not stop with an assent to, or belief in, the
theory of the third angel’s message. We must have the oil of
the ‘grace of Chrigt that will feed the lamp, and cause ihe
light of life to shine forth, showing the way to those who are
i darkness.

“1f we would eseape having a .siekly’ experienee, we must
begin in earnest without delay to work out our own salvation
with fear and trembling. There are many who give no de-
cided evidence that they arg true to their baptismal vews.
Their zeal is chilled by formality, worldly ambition, pride, and
love.of self.”— T'estimonies for the Church,” Vol. IX, p. 155.

We shall have to lay hold of something -more than mere
theory to suceeed in the Christian exp‘érience. ‘Where ave the
youth of today who have sufficient’ spiritual grace to stand
firm ‘as Huss, Jerome, Wycliffe, and Luther, and as the apostles
stood? If we cannot resist the eall for pleasure, for the
meving-pieture show, for dress, for meney, how shall we be
able 'to stand and hold to our faith when our very lives shall
be involved in the deeision? It will take effort on our part
to’ ghin a spiritnal ‘experience that will stand. A magnet
gdthers electrical gtrength by use. The more it lifts, the
more it ean lift; up to a esrtain limit. So our faith, theugh
weak and feeble to begin with, will-grow stronger and stronger
as we exercise it and trust our Lord to help our unbelief,

"The way to become 'a Christian is clearly revealed. " Though
diffienlt to a proud and stubborn heart, it is a simple way that
all who will may know. Christ has . not hidden Himself or His
word, “ Whither I go ye know, and the way ye know,” “T am
the way, the truth, and the life”” Accept Him into the heart,
and the victory of a personal experienee is begun. Spirituality
will éome by prayer, by medltatlon, by the study of God’s word
and through serviee,

" When the chitdreh of Israel loft Egypt, we are told that
there’ went with them a large company ealled the © mixed
multitude.” How sad it will be in the consummation of our
lives if some of us were to find that instead of being Tsraelites
indeed, we are merely eamp followers. “If any man be in
Christ, he is a hew ecreature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.” Ow" lives will reveal
whethar we have had a personal experiemce or not.

* The true, joyous life of the soul is to have Christ formed
within, the hope of glory,”— Steps to Christ,” p. 47, posket
edition.

!

How Light Came to Lady Somerset

ONE of the most influential Christian workers of recent vears
is Lady Henry Somerset, leader 6f the temperance hosts of
Great’ Britain. Before her comversion she was surrcunded by
a rich and fashionable cirele of titled men and women, few of
whom- were Christians, Through infidel beoks she had come
to doubt the very existence of Christ. Yet'she could not rest
in sueh a state of uncertainty, She pondered and thought, and
read and even prayed, but found no resting-place for her faith.
Tinally one -evening, as she was walking in her grounds, che
heard a voice speaking fo her inmost soul, # Act as if I were,
and thou shalt know that I am.” The more she pondered on the
measage, the wiser it seemed. And from that homr she began
to try to do the will of God. Whataver a Christian weman
ought to do, that was her law. And she did come to know,
and eame into a joyous and iunspiring fellowship with Jesus
Christ,— Louts Albert Banks.

“ Your chief work is to win men. ..
task you ever undettook.
— Gordon.

. Tt is the toughest
It will take supernatural power.”

Faith

Ir T eould feet my hand, dear Lord, in Thine,
And surely know

That I was walking in the light divine,
Through weal or woe; '

If T eould hear Thy voice in accents sweet
But plainly say;
To guide my trembling, groping, wandering feet,
“ This is the way; "

I would so gladly walk therein, but now
I eannot see.

O give me, Lord, the faith humbly to bow —
And trust in Thee!l

There is no faith in sesing. Ware we led
! Like children here,
And lifted over reek and river bed,
No care, no fear, .

‘We should be useless in the busy throng,
Life’s work undone,
Lord, make us brave and earnest, true and strong,

Till heaven iz won,
— Sarah K. Bolton,

Wednesday, March 21

Personal Service

¥. P, PETERSON

SERVICE is an essential part of the experiemece and life of
every one who professes to be a child of God,— service to God
and needy humanity. Personal servies is that in which one
individaal tries to help another in the Chrlstian life, 'We are
told, ‘

“ Bvery sanetified heart will be pressed into serviee as an
instrument of divine power,”— Testimonies,” Vol. 1X, p. 47.

“ God expeets personal servies from every one to whom
hs has intrusted a knowledge of the tyuth for this time, Not
all ean go as missionaries to foreign lands, but all can be home
miggionarics in their families and neighborhoods.— Id., p 30.

Our misgion in the world is the same as that of Jesus, He
said in prayer to His father, # As Thou hast sent Me into the
world, even so have I also sent them into the world.” Johkn
17: 18, And of Himself He said, “ The Son of man is come
to seek and to save that which was logt” Luke 19:10. It is
said of Him that He went about doing good; that as He began
His publie ministry, He commeneed by personal work, by per-
sonal appeals. “ Now as He walked hy the Sea of Galilee, He
saw Simon and Andrew his brother easting a net into the
sea: for they were fishers, And Jesus said unto them, Come
ye after Me, and T will make you to become fishers of men, . . .
And when e had gone a little farther thence, He saw James
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the
ship mending their nets. And straightway He called them.”
Mark 1:16-20.

II¢ further stated of His followers, that He *“ gave
to every man his work”

“ God ealls upon evely church member to enter His service,
Truth that is not lived, that is not imparted to others, loses its
life-giving power, its healing virtue, Every one must learn to
work, and to sland in his place as a burden-bearer. Every addi-
tion to the ehurch should be one more ageney for the carrying
out of the great plan of redemptlon P Pestimondes Vol,
VIII, p. 47.

We each have a work to do that no one eise ean do for us.

“ Not more surely is the place prepared for us in the heav.
enly mansiong than is the speclal place designated on earth
where we are te work for God.”—* Christ’s Object Lessons,”
p. 387,

“ Every Christian iz ealled to make known to others ths un-
searchable riches of Christ.”— Id., p, 336.

“He who becomes a child of God ghould hemeeforth look
upon himself as a link in the chain let down to save the
world, one with Christ in His plan of merey, going forth with
Him to soek and save the lost.”—* The Ministry of Healing
p. 1085,
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We are nat only to pray and give of our means for the work,
but we are persemally to engage in service for others. It is a
great privilege t0 have a part in such a glorlous work., To
save & soul in the kingdom of God is the greatest work ome
can do.

Personal work requires a sanctified life. Jesus said, “Tor
their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth.” John 17:19. If Jesus sanctified Himself
that He might sanetify Hig diseiples, surely we need to do
jikewise if we expeet others to be helped through our -labors.
” We must be what we ask others to be,

Personal work requires that we pray much, and thus be
in communion with God, so He may impress us as to what we
ought to do and give us courage to do it. 'We need fo pray that
God will reveal to us the opportumty to help some one at just
the tight time,

My, Moody at one time in hig life determined not to let
a day pass without doing some personal work for God. Tate
one night the thought came to him that the previous day he
had spoken'to no ene personally shout his soul’s welfare:" He
eould not rest satisfied to retive for the night without making
an offort to help some one. Going out into the street, he spied
2 drunken man leaning up against a post to keep from falling
t0 the ground. Approaching the man, Mr. Moody spoke to
him about his soul. The man gwore, and Mr, Moody left him
and returned to his room. 'The next morning a friend of Mr.
Moody ealled on him and told him he was too zedlous for the
welfare of others, and how the man to whom "he had spoken
the night hefore had taken offense. Being a friend of his, he
had told him Mr. Moody had approached him the night before.
Mr. Moody began to think, * Well, perhaps I am too zealous,”
and felt somewhat disheartened at his efforts to do personal
work.

A few days afterward Mr. Moody heard a knock at his door.
Upon opening it there stood the man he had spoken to a few
nights before, The man said, ¥ Mr, Moody, I should ke to
have a talk with yow” He was invited inside, and then in
a broken voiee and with tears on:his face he said, “ T was angry

when you spoke to me the other mght about my soul’s welfare;.

but since then T have thought bet;};gr of the matter, and have
come to ask you how to find peace with God”

We never know when our interest in the welfare of others will
rgsult in their salvation.”

We must have a sincerc desire to help some one, and with
God’s help know what to do at the right time. It should be
a passion with ws. Matthew Henry said, I would think it
greater happiness to win one soul for Christ, than to gain
mountaing of gold and silver for myself.”

Doddridge eried: # T long for the conversion of souls more
sensibly than for anything else besides. Methinks I could not
only labor, but die for it with delight.”

Some one has said, “ Opportunities for personal work are as
abundant as are people? They are everywhere. We of course
showld begin by “doing good to those of the household of
faith;” in other words, help these already professing Chris-
tianity. First of ail, personal work should begin in our homes
and with eur ewn loved ones, We should not vest satisfled
as long as thers is one member of our family uncenverted and
unsaved. )

Then one should find an opportunity in cvery unsaved person
outside the immediate family cirele. _

The opportunity at ene time may be to talk to some one
directly about his soul’s welfare, or to make a visit to one who
15 ill, and interest ourselves in the matter. It may be to write
a letter to some one at a distanee, and mention the guestion of
the Christian life.

Tt may be the mailing of a paper or traet or book, accom-
panied by a personal letter. Or it may be by Chr}stw,n help
work, Or it may be by inviting a neighbor te a religious
service. It may be by speaking o some one on the street, in
the ears, or in your place of business. The opportunities are
many and varied. We must be on the alert, and take advantage
of them as they present themselves,

To do personal work, we must be tactful and sympathetic.
We must agree with people all ws can, and not compromise

principle. We must often guide the conversation into right

i

echannels, so a word in season may be spoken, We mnst not
argue with people. We might better Iose the argument than’
the soul. '

In personal work nothing should he congidered too small to
be of value. Sometimes the Httle courtesies we show to others
open the way for great resulls, T know of a young man who
was disheartencd, and who was encouraged by a hearty hand-
shake and a few words of encouragement at one of cur eamp-
meetings. ’

Another ease in my own experience is that of & young man
won for the kingdom by a few fI‘le'ﬂd.ly visits and talks over
his need of giving himself to Christ.

D, L. Moody was won by the personal effort of some one
Charles H. Trumbull, a great personal worker, was himself
won by a letter from a ‘friend which he at first was reluctant
to read. I think, too, of the marvelous work among the
Indians of South America which is due largely to the personal
efforts of those already in the church,

While in Lx Paz, Bolivia, last year, a young Indian camse
to ug stating he had met another Indian a few weeks before
who spoke to him about the Bible and the work of our misgion
for the Indians, and how he taught them to live right. He
said, “ T was not satisfied after that, and made this- tvip to
L Paz to find the true church that keeps the' commandrients
of God and teaches the Indians ‘the Bible and how to 11ve bhet-
ter.” Mg searched for us for several days without- finding “us.
He was about to return to his home, four or five dayy’ journey
on foot, when he decided to try again to locate us,

After further diligent inquiry oz the street, he was, directed
to a Salvation Army hall e made known to the captain in
charge his desire to learn about God and secure a Bible and
hymn hook. After securing these at a nominal price from the
captain, he began asking questions about the Bible. These at
first were answored by the captain, but as he continued to ply
him with still more qumestions relative to thejcommandments,
ete., the captain said, “T know the church you are looking-for,
and I will take you to it.” “He then accompanied the Indian
to our hall, whete a general meeting was In progress. 'The poor
Indian was very happy to find us, as he wanted to learn more
and prepare for baptism and chureh membership.

He returned to his home at the close of the meetings, but
said before leaving, “T am the only ome in my village who
believes this way, and it may cost me my life, but I am de-.
termined to follow the light’ that has come to me:”

Here is another example of the power of‘peréOpal work, The
Indian brether whe met him a while before, witnessed for the
Master in the read as they meti, and thus another soul was -
directed to God and His saving message for this time.

Thousands of cases eould be eited to show the eﬁect:lveness
of personal work. It is the mest effective kind of work one
can do. Tf is seeking people out ome by ome. It is 4 sure
method of winning souls. Many times we feel {Heapable Cand
insufficient for such a work, hut we have the promise,

“It iy not the capabilities you now possess, or ever will

have, that will give you snceess. It is that which the Liord can
do for you”—¥ Christ’s Object Lessons’ p. 146.

Let us all go forward in o new resolve to do more persenal
work in the name and strength of God.

“ @3op never called a man to work, and then left that man
witheut power to do the work, When God ealled you for serv-
iee, He made the way open so that you .could do something
real for Him, God has called as all, for ¢ He gave {o every man
his work/ Therefore you can make a success of your effort if
you yield yourself wholly, so that you will be in the line of work
He has chosen for you.” .

“How little do we enter into sympathy with Christ on that
which should bs the sirongest bond of union between us and
Him,— compassion for depraved, guilty, suffering souls, dead
in trespasses and sing! The inhumanity of mantoward man is
our greatest sin”—“The Ministry of Healing!® p. 163. '

“SEND me anywhere, only go with me; lay any burden
upon me, only sustzin me; sever any tie except the dne that
binds me to Thy service and Thy heart.”
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The-Earthen Vessel

! TuR following poem is one that was a favorite of Mrs. E. B,
Stoddard, who was under appointment to Korea, but who died
of the “ flu” in January, 1919, It was found in her Bible and
used at her funeral services, ‘

The Master stood in His garden,
) _ Among the lilieg fair,
. ‘Which His own right hand had planted
And trained with tenderest care,

He looked at their snowy blossoms,
‘And marked with obgervant eye

That His flowers were sadly drooping,
For their leaves werg parched and dry.

# My lilies need to be watered,”
The heavenly Master said;

¥ Wherein ghall T draw it for them,
And raise each drooping head?”

Close to Hig feet on the pathway
Empty, and frail, and small,
An earthsn vassel was lying,
" Which seemed of no usé at all,
But the Master saw it and raised it
" From the dust in which it lay,
And smiled as he gently whigpered,
b “ This shall do My work today.

¢TIt iz but an sarthen vessel,

But it lay go closs to Me;

It ig smali, but it iz empty,
' That is all iﬁ‘needs to be.”’

fao - Bo to the. fountain He took it, -
 And filled it to the brim;

How glad was the earthen vessel
To be of some use to Him!

He poured forth the living water -
Ovwer His-lilies fair,
Until the vessel was empty, ;
" And agaifi He filled it there.

" He watered the drooping liliss -
Until they revived -again;
And the Master saw, with pleasure,
That Hig labor had siot been int vain,

His'own-hand- had' drawn the water -
Which refreshed the thirsty flowers,
But He nsed the sarthen vessel
To convey the living showers.

And to ifgelf it whispered,
Ag Hg laid it aside once more,
- ¢« 8till will T lie in His pathway,
Just where I did before. o

# Close would I keep‘to the Master, - .
Empty would I remain,. i
And perhaps soms day He may use me
; To water His flowers again” .
(This poem was printed.in a eompilation entitled, *The
Uplands of God,” which iz probably not now obtainable. Neo
author's name was given.)

Jr——

‘Thursday, March 22
_ Home Rel_ligion
oL . €. & RUSSELL

. Tag-ulbimate success of our work doss not depend ‘upon the
numbér and size of our churches, upon the stremgth of our in-
stitiitions, nor upon the perfection of our orgamization; but
upon the true home religion of our people,

“Tn gll that perfaing to the suecess of God's work, tho very
first vietories are to be won in the home 1ife.” — ¥ Destimonics,”

Vol VI, p. 864,

" % Exeept the Lord build the house, they lahor in vain that
build §:7 ' Ps 127310 o

Tf dne doés not lve a Christiax at home, pray tell, is he one

anywhere? ‘And where Is the swest, unselfish thonghtfulness so
much needed or appreciated?

" Home!. Few words in our language are sweeter. % Be it ever
‘80 humble, there’s no placs like home” Home! “ A world of
strife ghut out; a wonid of love.shut in.” :

‘unto him$%*»

As Mr, Qordon in his book, “ Quiet Talks on Home Ideals,”
whieh Is in the Parents’ Reading Course for thig year, so beau-
tifully puts it:

#Home is where love lives. Not where it boards, nor pays
oceasional visits, even long visits, nor even where it may he a
sort of permanent guest, with, familiar aceess to certain rooms
and eozy eorners. But where it owns the front door key, sits
by the glow of a hearth fire of its own kindling, and pervades
the whole house with its presence. It may he a king’s spacious,
luxyrious palace. It may be the poor man’s narrow-walled
cottage, or anywhere in between these two extremes. . . .

# The home is the holy of holies of a man's life. There he
may shut himself in from all the world. There he eomes in from
the cold and strength-sapping strife and work of the outer
world. He warms himself at love’s fires. He renews his
strength in love’s atmosphere. He rests both spirit and body
in lgve’s faith and ecnfidences, 'If iy his starting-point out on
his ¢rrands in the world, and hig refurning and retiring plaee
for the nourishing of his life afresh.”

Homs is “ where love lives and refgns and trains” A home
without love is unthinkable. It is mot a homs., And religion
without love is impossible. Home religion means that the black
angsl of .discord and strife, of envy and jealousy, of eriticism
and fault-finding, of impatience and fretfulness, has. besn
hanighed; while the beantiful bright angel of love and courtasy
and harmony and appreeiation and good will has come to stay.

Value of Encouragement and Commendation

.. How many times the little annoyances of the family « get on
our nervss,” as we say, and we heeome eross and irritable in-
stead of secking to make home the happiest, eheerisst, spot on
carth. We fret and seold the children for every little misde-
meaner, but fail to commend them for the many lttle ways in
whieh they try to please, until they hecome.discouraged, and
perhaps almost eease trying.

“Commend your children whenever you ecan., Make their
lives as happy as possible. Provide them with innocent amuse-
ments, Make the home a Bethel, a holy, consecrated place,
Keep the soil of the heart mellow by ‘ths manifsstation of love
and affeetion, thus preparing it for the seed of truth, Re-
member that the Lord gives the earth not oniy clouds and rain,
but the begutifnl, smiling. sunshine, causing the geed to germ-
inate and the blossom to appear. Remember that children nesd
not only reproof and correction, hut encouragement and com-
mendation, the pleadant sunshine of kind words. ° ’

. The home should bs to the children the most attractive place
in the world, and the mother’s prasence should be its greatest
eharm, Children have sensitive, loving natures. They are easily
pleaged, and easily made unhappy. By gentle diseipline, in
lhoving words and acts, mothers may bind their children to thsir

earts. ’

“ Above all things, parants should surround their childrsn
with an atmosphere of cheerfulness, courtesy, and love. A
home where love dwells and where it finds expression in looks,
in words, in acty, i a place where angels delight to dweil,
Parents, let the sunshine of love, eheer, and happy content
enter your own hearts, and let ibs sweet influenee pervads the -
home, Manifest a kindly, forbearing spirit, and encourage the
same in" your children, eultivating all thogs graces that will
brightsn the home life. The atmosphére thus created will he
to the children what air and sunshine are to the vegetable world,
promoting health and vigor of mind and body.” — ¢ Counsels to
Teachers,” pp. 114, 115,

" A tew words of commendation spoken in a mild fone of voiee
will win where harsh words of censure drive away. No more
fruitful spot ecan be found into which may be dropped some
seed of love, than the garden soil of a child’s heart. ’Tis the
law of the harvest, “ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.” Be wure that no sesd of disloyalty, distrust, or in-
sincerity iz implanted there.
“ An angel paused in his onward flight,

With & seed of love, and truth, and light,

And asked, * Oh, where must this seed be gown,

That it yield most fruit when fully grown%’

The Saviour heard, and He said as He smiled,
‘Plaee it for Me in the heart of a ehild.’ ”

The Altar of Father and Mother's Religion

Every honie should be a life-saving station — an eternal life.
saving station. Like Manoah of old, the prayer of parents
should be, “ How shall we order the child, and how shall wé do
Judges 18: 12, In this hour when Satan is seek-
ing to' captivate the senses, when his alluring temptations are
faunted in the véry face of youth, or'so subtly eoncealed as to
eateh their unwary feet, how neeessary that the 1ifé of the par-
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ents in' the home be guch as to appeal to the younger members
-of the Lord’s family, Nothing will hold like the cords bomn of
-confidénce in the religion of father and mother. ¢ The greatest
argument in favor of the gospel‘is a Ioving and Ioveble Chris-
- tm.” .

“ Fathers and meihers, however pressing your: business, do
not fail to gather your family around God’s altar. Ask for the
guardianship of holy amgels in your home. Remember that
your dear ones ane exposed fo temptations. Daily annoyances
beset the path of Foung and old. Those who would live patient,
loving, cheerful lives must pray. Only by receiving comstant
help from God ecan we gain the vietory over self.”—*“The
Ministry of Healing,” p. 898, ‘

“Will the Lord of heaven pass by such homes, and leave no
blesging there? Nay, verily. Ministering angels will guard the
children who are thug dedicated to God.” — “ Counsels to Teach-
ers)’ p. 410, .

The Power of Faithful Love

More than one member of the family has been won to Christ
through the faithful living of another member, ‘ What knowest
thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how
knowest thow, O man, whether thou shalt wave thy wife¢”
1 Cor. 7: 146, '

She was an earnest Christian woman; he a rongh, worldly
msan, There were horses in the stable and carfiages n the
shed, but none for her to use on Sabbath to go to ehurch. But
if the threshers or hay balers or gorn hugkers were in the
neighhorhood, he saw that they eame to their place on Sabbath,
if posgible. She would make her preparation on the preparation
day ag far ag she was able, and on Sabbath, after the meals
were gerved, would retire to her own room, where, alone with
God, she could hold sweet communipn. Ier Bible, the lesson
quarterly, and the good old Rewiew, that inspiration fo many

" a shutdn, were her compamions.

One Sabbath the husband eame in from hig work in the field
and found her thug engaged. In an outburst of insane rage
hé stormed out of the room and into the kitchen, where seeing
a bucket filled with swill for the hogs, he took it up and slopped
itg-contents zil over her clean kitcheh floor. A litle later she
came out, saw the condition of the rpom, took the broom and
swept out the worst of ‘it, and after the sun had sunk fo rest,
mopped the floor. Not a spark of impatience, niot 2 thought of
retaliation, '

One day she grew sick: Then she grew worse. The brutal
man thought to bring her to time. He refused to send for a
doetor, At last, fearing what neighbors might say, perhaps, he
did gend. After a brief examination the doefor simply shook
his head and started for the door.

“ What is it, doctor? : What can you do?”

[ Nﬂthiﬂg.” )

Y Nothing? Why, doctor, come back.”

“No, it is too late. Perhaps a few hours ago I might have
done something, but not now. It is too late | ‘

“ Doctor, you mugt save her. Set your price. IHalf the farm!

. Anything!

But he had gone, and in a few short hours that saint of God
closed her eyes in death.

The ‘man was frantie. To the one who condueted the funeral
service he said, “ Is there any possible hope for a wreteh like
me? My Mary was an angel all these years, and T've been a
devil”’ o

# Jegus Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost,”
came from the lips of the man of Ged.  And the froitage of
that sweet, patient, consistent Christian life won another mir-

" atle of divine grace, the conversion of that husband. And now
he ig waiting for the time when he may clasp his Mary in his
arms and say, “ It was the life you lived that brought me here.”

Lot Love Have Expression
Too meny times we fail to give expresgion te the love we
really do feel. “ There ought to be a well-beaten track between
the heart and the lip.”

«There are many who regard the exprogsion of lovs a8 a
weakness, and they maintain a reserve that repels others. This
spirit checks the current of sympathy. As the social and gener-
oy impulses are repressed, they wither, and the heartf becomes
desolate and cold. We should beware of thig error. Love can-
not long exist without éxpression. ILet net the heart of ome
connected with you starve for the want of kindnéss and sym-
pathy.” — « The Minisiry of Healing,” p. 360.

“ Home should be a place where cheerfulness, courtesy, and
love abide; and where these graces dwell, there will abide hap-
piness and peace. Troubles may invade, but these are the lot of
humanity. Let patience, gratitude, and love keep sunshine in
the heart, though the day may be ever so clondy. In such homes
angels of God abide. '

“Let the husband and wife study each other’s. happiness,
never failing in the small eourtesies and little kindly acts that
cheer and brighten the life. Perfect confidence should exist
between husband and wife. Together they should consider their
responsgibilities. Together they should work for the highest
good of their children, Negver ghould they in the presence of
the children eriticize each other’s plans or question sach other’s
judgment, Let the wife be eareful not to make the husband’s
work for the childven more diffieulf. Let the husband hold up
the hands of hig wife, giving her wise counsel and loving encour-
agement.”’-— I'd., p. 823.

The place of all places where the fires should burn the
hrightest on love’s altar, ig in the home. The span between
eradle and grave ig too brief to be'spent in nagging and strife
and bitterness. Let the home mean more than four walls within
whieh sonie people live who are related to one.another. Let it
indeed be a *little heaven to go to heaven in,” % a world of
strife shut out, 4 world of love shut in.”

Margdret E. Sangster, the poet of the heart, puts it very
beautifully in' her little poem, “ Life: '

“Life is too brief . -
Between the budding and the falling leaf,
Between the seedtime ‘and the golden sheaf,

For hate and .spite. S
We have ne fime for malice and for greed;
Therefore, with love make beantiful the deed;
Fagt speeds the night,

“ Life is too swift .. L
Between the blossom and the white snow’s drift,.
Between the silence and the lark’s uplift,

For bitter words. .
In kindness and in gentleness our speech
Must carry messages of hope, and reach
The sweetegt ehords,

“ Life is too great
Between the infant’s and the man’s estate,
Befween the clashing of earth’s strife and fate,
For petty things. .
Lo! we shall yet who ereep with cumbered feet,
Walk glorious over heaven’s golden street,
Or soar on wings! ¥

What Sort of a Father Are You?

WHAT gort of a father are you to your boy?
Do you know if your standing is good? -
Do you ever take-stock of yourself, and check up
Your aceounts with your boy 28 you should?

Do you ever refleet on your conduct with Wim?
© Arg you all that a father should be? -
Do you send him away when yowre anxiows to read?
Or lot kim climb wp on your kmee?

Have you time to bestow on the boy when he comes
With his questions — to tell him the- truth,

Or do you negleet him and leave him. alone
To work out the preblems of youth?

Do you ever go walking with him, hand in hand?
Do you plan Little’ outings for him? o

Doag he ever look forward to romping with you?
Or are you eternally grim?

Come, father, refleet! Does he know yon today?
And do you know him as youw should ¢ )
Is gold zo important to you that you leave
. Tt to chanee that your hoy will be good?

Take stock of yourself and consider the lad,
Your time and your thoughts are his due.
How would you answer your God should He ask .
What sort of a father are yon? , .
. ~ Selected.

Friday, March 23
How to lO*;fp_rc(_),;ne Temptation
L 8, PRENIER ’ v e b
Pur first Bible .mention of * temptation * -is in.Genesis.3.-
The first young -people to face templation were-Adam and .

F—

b
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¥ive, and ever sinee, in summer and winter, scedtime and
hiarvest, temptation has always been with us.

.It's an uneanny thing; it seems omnipresent. Go to the
heights of the clouds, there it is; go down to the deepest
recesses of the earth, behold, it s there; take ship and sail,
speed ‘overland, take the subway, or fly, hehold, temptation is
even there. -

., It seems almost omniscient; it is wiser than Solomen. In
spite of Adam’s wisdom, as doetor of universal knowledge,
eapable of naming nH the amimals and diveeting the movements
of birds and fishes, temptation defeated him,

‘It seems almost omnipotent. Angels that excel in strength,
. Samson, and still greater giants, have fallen under its spell.
Adam- was empowerod with unlimited deminion over himself
and over all dumh ereatures. He was a divine-right king, with
the round earth as his universal empire, yet one chevighed
temptation dissipated all his power, glory, and kingdom, teach-
ing us phat divine power will not overcome temptation for
any young man witheut his individnal co-operation.

.A special creation and protection from difficulties will not
avall you. Adam and Eve never were horn, they never passed
our way, they never endured the trials of infancy, the tragedies
of childhood, youth, or young manhood, They were launched
full grown, with all the power of choice, reason, and judgment;
to begin their eareer physically and mentally in full develop-
ment. And yet they fell under temptation.

Special spiritual advantages will not overcome temptation
for you. ‘Adam and Eve inherited only tendencies toward
good and u"prig}itness ; they entered life a'sinless, perfeel cre-
atien, and they had privileges that no young people ever
enjoyed,— direct communion with the Creator Himaelf, They
eould enjoy and interview Jehovah, in heart-to-hesrt fashion,
and receive the revelations and sacred oracles divectly from
God’s holy lips. Yet temptation eame,

Envirorment will never save yom from temptation, The
glovions gavden of Xden was divine perfeetion; well watered,
and luxuriant in never-dying greem, with fruita and nuts in
abundence; no cost of living for the holy pair, and the land
of Ophir-gold elose at hand, with no way of spending money,

Marrizge will never save yon from temptation. Adam had
the best wife that the Creator eould furnish—{he best woman
that ever walked the earth, for the Lord Himself said, “ Very
good! ” when he erowned His perfeet creation with a perfectly
lovely woman, 8he, too, had the advantage over every woman
singe, to know all things worth knowing, from her earliest con-
sclousness., Yet they both fell together.

Whence Came Temptation?

+ Adam pointed to his wife. ¥ve pointed to the serpent. The
serpent conld only blame God, But James says: “God . . .
doés not Himgelf tempt any one. A man is in every case
tempted by his own pasgions-— allured and enticed by them.”
James 1: 14, Twentieth Century New Testament,

Adam and Eve had the superlative in inheritanee,— sound
minds, sound bodies, perfect environmsnt, beat companion-
ghip, plenty of gold, food, and pleasurs. Compared with the
modern eity youth, theirs was a charmed existence, free from
fashion and follles, sex problems, bad associates, and ques-
tionable amusements, :

Consider against what odds you young people must battle,—
against spiritnal degeneracy, physical depravity, moral de-
eadence, and evil men and seducers getting worse and worse.
You have a struggle of which the more mature and aged kmow
little. The “intensity ”’ that “is taking possession of every
earthly element’ possesses your minds to your handicap.
Your highly electrified sensory ‘system, intensified to the high-
est voltage, amplifies aensations beyond the fleld of your
fathers, leaving you to your highly coplored imagination and
to your modern genins of the sensual, far exeeeding the knowl-
edge-of your forefathers.

Ways to Overcome

. Some of you young people are joyriding through life. You
have passed the green light of caution, and are heading on
toward the red light — danger! Your faces are set toward
Bodom, and your foot is hard down on the accelerator, rushing
on in the pursnit of vain pleasure or empty riches, with little
or no thought of the consequences. Outside of Christ there is

no prospeet but the diteh. Without Him there ean be no other

outeome of your life hut wreek and destruction.

Ask your parents to proy for youw! Parenmts, pray for your
young people. Prayer iz a mighty faetor in overcoming thege
overwhelming glants of temptation, It came to pass, when
God destroyed the citis of the plain, that God remembered
Abraham, and gont Lot out of the midst of the overthrow.”
Gen. 19: 29. ’

Jesus said, * As it was in- the days of Lot, . . . even thus
shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.”
Luke 17: 28-30. Abraham by prayer and earnest intercession
called God to save the young people. 'Will you not do as much
for your own? He'll do it again. God answers prayer,

Young people, you pray! You will overcome temptation by
prayer. The Lord “ rescued righteous Lot, whose heart was
vexed by the wanton licentiousness of his neighbora; for, seeing
and hearing what he did, &s he lived his righteous life among
them, day after day, Lot’s rightecus soul was tortured by their
wicked deings. The Lord, therefore, knows how to deliver
the pious from temptation.” 2 Peter 2: 7-0, Twentieth Century
New Testament. .

Pray! Jesus did, He had ftemptations, “Tle wag in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” Hes was the
perfect oversomer.

You will overcome tompiotion thuough Christ. * The faet
that He Himself suffered- under temptation enables Him to
help those who are tempted.” Our High Priest, Jesus Christ,
who hag passed into the highost heaven, “ is uot one umable to
sympathize with out weaknesses, but one who has in every way
been tempted, exactly as we have heen, but withont sinming.”
Heb. 2:18; 4:14, 15, Twentieth Century New Testament,

Drop the negatives ont of the text, and it reads, * Jesus is
able to sympathize with onr weaknesses, one who has in every
way been tempted exactly as we have been”

You will overcome temptation by the word of God, Every
time in the mount of temptation when Satan presented a new
test, Jesus could say, It is written.” The word of God #is
& living and active power, sharper than any two-edged sword,
plercing its way till it penetrates the soul and spirit.” Hebrews
4: 12, Twentieth Century New Testament. We ghall need te be
well acquainted with the Seriptures to call it to mind.

“TIt is by the Spirit of truth, working through the word of
God, that Christ subdues His chosen people fo Himself,”"—
““ The Desire of Ages) p. 671, :

“ By what means did He [Christ] overcome in the conflict
with Satan? By the word of God. Only by the word ecould He
resist temptation. ‘It is written,’ He said. And unto us are
given ‘exceeding great and precious Prom‘:ses, that by these
ye might be partakers of the divine “nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust’ Every prom-
ise in God’s word i ours. ‘By every word that proeeedeth
out of the mouth of God' are we to live. 'When assailed by
tempiation, look not to cireumstances or to the weaknesa of
self, but to the power of the word. All is strength is
yours, ‘Thy word, says the psalmist, ‘have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin againat Thee’ ‘By the word of
Thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.”’—
Id., p. 123, .

Quick, direct offensive will overcome temptution. Through
the five semses,— hearing, seeing, feeling, tasting, smelling,~—
sensatipns come loaded down with temptations. The more
vigorous and worldly you are, young folks, the more vigorous
the temptations seem to you., The more the five senses are
awakened, sensitive to sensationa of sense, the greater the mul-
titude of temptations generated within your life. Guard these
five avenues to your heart, ¥ for out of if are the issues of life.”
Do traffic officer’s duty on these five important boulevards to
your goul. When temptations come down the middle of the
road, have only one sign-— STOP, :

Jesus always faced temptation promptly and fairly. Say
with Joffre, “ They shall not pass;” then start a drive, foree
out the invaders. The sooner you attagk, the easier you win,

“ Jesus gained the victory through submission and faith in
God, and by the apostle He gays to ns, ‘Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resish the devil, and he will flee from you,
Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you! Ws cannot
save ourselves from the tempter’s power; he has econguered hu-
manity, and when we try to stand in our own strength, we shall
become 2 prey to hig devices; but ‘the name of the Lord is
a strong tower; the righteous rummeth inte it, and is asafe,’
SBatan trembles and flees before the weakest soul who finds
“efuge in that mighty name— Id., pp. 130, 121, '



" many as four thousand stars with the naked eye,
use of the powerful telescope some are bold enough to say that
there a thonsand times fifty or sixty millions of stars, and tlat

‘veins.
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The Sufficing Bible

WaEn T am tired, the Bible is my bed;
Or in the dark, the Bible is my light;
When T am hungiy, it is vital bread;
Or fearful it ig armor for the ﬁght
When T am smk ’tig healing medicine;
Or lonely, thronging friends T find-thevein.

If T would work, the Bible is my fool;
Or play, it is a harp of happy sound;
If I am ignorant, it is my school;
If T am sinking, it fs solid ground.
If I am eold, the Bible is my fire;
And it is wings, if boldly I aspive.

Should T be Jost, the Bible is my guide;
Or naked, it ig rakmeni rich and warm,
Am T imprisonsd? Tt is ranges wide;
Or tempest-tossed$ a shelter from the storm.
Would T adventure, 'tis a gallant sea;
Or would I vest, it is a ﬂowary lea.

Does gloom oppress? the Blble is a sun;
Or ugliness? it is a garden fair.
Am T ashirsi? how cool its currents run!
Or stifled? what a vivifying airl
Since thus thoa givest of thyself to me,
How shonld I give myself, great Book, to thee?

— Amos R, Wells.

Sabbath, March 24

The Consecration Sacrifice
H, T. BLLIOTT

[It would He well to arrange for a consecration gervice follewlng
this reading, Close with a consecration prdyer. During the conse-
cration service or at its cloge is o good time to present the decision
pledge, M. V. Pledge No, 12.]

Oug text this morning is Romans 12: 1: “I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of Ged, that ye present
your bodies a Mwing sacrifice, holy, aceeptable unto God, which
iz your reasonable werviee,”

As we study this verse froin God’s word, let ns divide it into
four paris.

“ By the Mercies of God ™

The apoestle says, “ I besesch you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God,” Really there i no greater appeal that could
be made to us than through the mereies of God. Abrakam on
the plaing of Mamre was called out to look at the starry heavens,
and promised that his seed should be as the stars of heaven for
multitude, ¥ suppose that on a clear night ene might count as
But with the

as the range of the telsscope is pointed into the distance of the
nniverse, it continues to appear an unlimited field of starry
bodies. Thus it is with the mereies of God, the more we look
at them the more they appear.

Anything that is man-made when placed under the miero-
scope and examined carefully, shows defeets, saw marks, im-
prints of the tools, rough edges. We are told that even as fine
an edge as that of a razor, placed under the microscope, iooks
like a rough saw; but fale a white pansy, put its frosh-cat
stem inte a bottle of red ink, and there will appear before you
in the petals of the pansy the most beautiful interlacing of
The more minutely we look at the created things of God,
the more wonderful they appear. Bo the mercies of God grow
more wonderfnl as we behold them.

Think of it1
most precious gift, the Son of God. And Jesus Christ risked
all heaven in order that He might redeem us. Picture for
yourselves the scene on Calvary. Wateh the coarse officers and
soldiers atreteh the weakened body of Jesus Christ upon the
rough ecross, see them grasp His hand and held it down upen
the eross-piece, and another with a heavy hammer drive the
iron spike through the flegh, eausing intense pain at every
stroke. Wateh them as they try to lift the eross into position.
Heavy and tall, it is diffieult to vaise, and it sways baek and
forth until nearly upright, when it slips into place with a dull
thud, Exerueciating pain and agony —and yet it was not the
yhysical pain that brought the greatest grief. Tf was the facet
that He came to Wis owh, and His own received Him not. His

Out of love for lost sinners, heaven risked iis

great heart was Dbrokem. = All heaven was emptied to redecm
nankind.
* Present Your Bodies ”
Over this wonderful sacrifice Panl beseeches ug by the mercies
of God that we present our bodies, Thiz means that we mnst

give to God our lives, Years age I remember hearing a minister

/é;J.y that not one in twenty was prepared for the things that are

ecoming to pass, and in Volume V, page 115, of the ¢ Testi-

monies,” we read:

“There is not one youth in one hundred whe feels his God-
given respomsibility. Every physical and mental eapability
should be carefully preserved, and put to the best and highest
use, to advance the glery of God.”

We have suffered ourselves to be too easily diverted from the
great work to which God would eall us, and from the prepara-
tion we ought to bave inade.

The solemm words on pages 119, 120, of ¢ Early Writings”
should make a lasting impression on our souls:

“1 saw that the remnan! were not prepared for what is
coming upon the earth. Stupidity, like lethargy, secmed to
hang upon the minds of wmost of thogse who profess to believe
that we are having the last message.

“ 1 saw that God’s people are on the enchanted ground, and
that some have lost nearly all sense of the shortness of time
and the worth of the soul”

In all our weakness and frailty of faith, Jesus comes to us
today as He did to the impotent man at the pool of Bethesda,
and asks, ¥ Wilt thou be made whele?” It is a startling ques-
tion, and yet a plain one. The tendeney of the people is' to
evade it, and instead of anawering it, to raise inmumerable ob-
jections and questions of their own. But Christ asks us not for
our views on this or that problem, but gimply, ¥ Are you
wiling? wilt thou be mads whele?” It is a peracngl question,
a. searebing question. There are mauy whe, if they were honest
with themselves, might have te admit that they are unwilling
to be made whole. The question eompels us honestly to ask
our owr senls if we are willing. It is an urgent cuestion. Are
you willing to be made whoie? Note the following assuranee
given from “ The Ministry of Healing,” pages 84, 85:

“The Bavieur i3 beunding over the purchase of His blood,
saying with inexpressible tenderness and pity, * Wilt thou be
made whole?’ Hs bids you arise in health and peace. Do
not wait to feel you are made whole. Believe' the Saviour’s
word, Put your will on the side of Christ. Will to, sexve i,
and in acting vpon His word you will receive strength, What-
ever may be the evil practice, the master passion whleh through
long indulgence binds both soul and bedy, Christ is able and
longs to detiver. He will impart life to the goul that iy ‘dead in
tregpasses’ He will set free the captive that is held by weak-
negs and misfortune and the chains of sin.”

And again from “ The Desn’e of Ages’” pages 328, 324 the
rsgurance ig given that if we will make the deeision to present
our hodies to Him, we shall gmn the desired vmtory amd
peace:

“When the soul surrenders itsel to Chl‘lSt a new“p(‘)wer
takes possession of the new heart, A change is wmught which
man can never aecomplish for himself. It is a supernatural
work, bringing a supernatural element into human natuove.
The sovl that is yielded to Christ, beeomes His own for-
tress, which he holds in a revolted world, and He intends that
it authorzty shall be known in it but Hls own. A soul thus
kept in' possession by the heavenly agenecies, is impreguable to

the agsanlfs of Batan. But unless we do yleld ourselves to the
eontrol ‘of Christ, we shall be dominated by the wicked ome”

‘ A Living Sacrifice

The call iz to present our bodies “a living sacrifice; holy,
aceeptable unto God.” God wants us to be living sderifiees, not
dead. There is a certain glory wlieh atfaches to summoning
all of one's courage into a supreme decision and giving one’s
life for a cause. We honor & hero like Arnold, who gathered
the spears of the Hapshurg lire into his own breast, and fell,
yielding his own life, in order to make an opening for his
Swiss comvades. There i# a thrill about it. But it iz vastly
maore glorious to be able to live for a principle. Tt means that
our whole heart and will and serviee will be giver to God with-
out reserve. Tt is easy for ws to fall into the habit of thinking
that because we are associated with the chureh and have the
rvight belef, we shall be saved.

“ The greatest deception of the human mind in Christ’s day
wag, that a mere assent to the truth constitutes righteousness.
In all haman experience a theoretieal knowledge of the truth
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Las been proved to be insufficient for the saving of the goul,
Tt does not bring forth the fruits of rightecusness”— The
Desire of Ages” p. 309. .

“Our standing before God depends not upon the ampunt of
light we have received, but upon the use we make of what we
have. Thus even the heathen who choose the right as far as
they ean disbinguish it, arc in a more favorabls somdition than
are’ those who have had great light, and profess to serve God,
but who distegard the light, and by their daily life contradiet
their profession.”’— Id., p. 239, .

% There s no gafety for one who hag merely a legal religion,
a form of godliness. The Christian’s life is not 8 modifieation
or improvement of ‘the old, hut a transformation of natuze.
There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether.
This change ean be brought about only by the effectual working
of the Holy Spirit.” — Id., p. 172

Thus we see that we shall have to follow ecarefully and ear-

reatly the light which is given us, if we desire to meet the ideal
which God has in mind for us, and be ready for Him when He
comes. In order to be a living sacrifiee, we shall have to let
go of every sinful desire. ‘

“Worldly policy and the undeviating principles of right-
eousness, do not blend into each other imperceptibly, ke the
eolors of the rainbow. Beiween the two a broad, clear lne is
drawn by the etermal God. The likeness of Christ stands out
ag distinet from that of Batan as midday in contrast with
midnight. And only those who live the life of Christ, are His
eoworkers. If one sin is cherished in the soul, or one wromg
prachice retained in the life, the whole being is econtaminated.
The man becomes an instrument of unrighteousness.” — Id.,
p. 318,

“TIn Jesuy' life on earth He showed us what it is to live only
for the will of God. In His death and resuvvection He won
for us the power to live and do the will of God as He had done.”
— Andrew Mwrray. ‘

Tor us to live in this confident, vietorious way will mean’

that we shall have to give up thoze friends and associations
that we know are drawing us away from the Christian ideal.
Every habit which deteviorates the character will have to be
given up. We shall have to see o it that our choice of reading
follows what God wants us to read. Our pleasures will he
‘Chyistian pleasures. Moving-pieture shows, the danes, the
following of exireme fashions, the wearing of unnecessary
jewelry, even our ambitions to hward money and gain a posi-
tion; in the world, wil? be cast aside to meet the ideal God has
in mind. "We cannot sin, and exeuse outrselves. CGod does not
excuse sin, He did not exeuse Adam.
any one, and He will not exense ue. The only reason we sin is
beeduse we want to. As we learned last night, sin is the result
of our own degire; but all this may be overcome if we will let the
love of Christ 11 our hearts.

“Te who loves Christ the mogt, will do the greatest amount
of good. There is no limit to the usefulness of the one who,
by putting self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy
Spirit wpon his heart, and lives a life whelly consecrated %o
God.”! ~— % The Desire of Ages,” p. 250. '

Our great trouble is that we are inclined to offer ourselves

a3 4 saerifice to God, but when He brings the trial and test’

to bear upon us, we climb down from the altar, and say within
ourselves, “ O Lord, T never expected you to make it so hard
for me”

The atory is told of an old man with stooped shoulders walk-

ing along the road with & heavy bundle upon his back., An
automobile truck driver eaught up with Iim, and steppsd and
offered him a ride. The old man climbsd in, and they started on,
but’ soon the {ruck driver looked up and said, ¢ My dear sir,
there iz plenty of room in the back of the truck, why don’t
you lay your burden down? Why are you carvying it?” To
whieh-the old man regponded, “ If you please, sir, I thought it
wae-so kind of you to offer to carry me that I did not ¢think T
could-ask you to carry my bundle”
- Tt seems simple to us, and yet it is just fike ourselves. We
try to aecept Jesus Christ, and still go on ecarrying our bur-
dens ourselves, and fighting ths battle in our own strength.
Let us give Him all theve iz of us. He will take even our sin-
polluted mature and our weaknesses, and make them our strong
peints,

“Tt is impossible for finite minds to compreshend the work
of redemption, Iis mystery exceeds human kmowledge; yet he
who passes from death to life realizes that it is a divine real-
ity. The beginning of redemption we may know here through a

personal experience. T¢s results reach through the eternal
aged.” — “ The Desire of dges” p, 173.

He has not excused-

+4¢is your reasonable service.”

“ AN who consecrate soul, body, and spirit to God, will be
constantly receiving a new endowment of physieal and mental
power. The inexhanstible supplies of heaven are at their eom.

mand. Christ gives them the breath of His own Spirit, the life - .

of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest ener-
gies to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges
and multiplies their faculties, and every perfestion of the di-
vine hature eomes fo their assistance in the work of saving souls,
Through cg-operation with Chiist they are complete in Him,
and in their human weakness they are enabled to do the deeds
of Omnipotenee.” — « The Desire of Ages,” p. 387,

% Which Is Your Reasonable Service

We are asked fo make this decision, and to sacrifice, because
it is a “ reasonable service.” God never asks us 1o do anything
unreasonable. Unto us who believe the propheeies of God’s
word, and especially in view of our times which arc a fulfilment
of those prophecies, it is reasonsble that we should present our
bodies a living sacrifice. Just 4 sentence or two from ¢ Farly
Writings,” pages 56, 57:

“T was shown that it is the will of God that the saints should
cut logse from every encumbrance befors the time of trouble
comes, and make a covenant with God through saerifice. . . .

1 saw that & saorifice did not inerease, but it decreased and was
consumed.”

And again on page 50

“ The mighty shaking has commenced and will go on, and all
will be shaken out who are not willing to take a bold and un-
yielding stand for the truth, and to sacrifice for God and His
cause.” .

Over on page 270 we find the meaning of the shaking:

“I asked the meaning of the shaking I had scen, and was
shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony ealled
forth by the counael.of the True Witness to the Laodiceans.
This Will have ibs effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will
lead, him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight tyvuth.
Bome will not bear this straight festimony, They will rizse up
against it, and this ts what will canse a shaking among God’s
people.” -

The message to the Laodiceans was the message to a people
whose hearts were lukewarm in their service to God. We must
arouse out of our spiritual stupor and indifference, and make
a complete consecration, or we shall fail to maet God’s purpose
for our Iives. )

“I1f we consenf, He [Christ] will so identify Himself with
our thonghts zud aims, so blend our hearts and minds inte
conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall he but
carrying onf our own impulses, The will, refined and sanctified,
will find ifs highest delight in doing His service” —% The De-
sire of Ages,”’ p. 668,

There will continue to be temptations and trials. The more
our soul yearns to become like Christ, ths more our adversary,
the devil, wilt be arcused to prevent us. But the soul whose
support is the Saviour need not fear. He is abundantly able
o sustain every earnest, praying believer, and He will.

Besceching God in behalf of His people, Paul prays, “ The
vary God of peace sanetify you whelly; and I pray God your
wheole spirit and sout and body be preserved blameless uuto
the eoming of our Lord Jesus Christ, Faithful is He that
calleth you, who alse will do it.” I Thess. 5: 23, 24.

Will you let Mim$ It is no ordinary consecration that is de-
manded of us in these times, Axe we equal to presenting our
bodies a living sacrifiecs? My dear friends, we cannot make
ourselves right, we cannot of ourselves do one thing to perfeet
our own characters, bub we ean choose Him, and He has assured
us that every one whe chooses Him will be made whole, * Faith-
ful is He that calleth you, who:also will do it” Will you
not choose to let Him do it? Who today is-ready te present
his body, “ o living sacrifiee, holy, acceptable unto God »? This

v

A Place for Me

Use me, God, in Thy great harvest field,
‘Whieh stretcheth far and wide Iike a wide sea.
The gatherers are few, 1 fear the precious yield
Will suffer loss. O, find & place for me,
A place where hest the strength 1 have will tell —
It may be one the other toilers shun;
Be it o wide or narrow plaee, ’tis well,
So that the work it holds be only done.
— Selected.
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