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Tnspiration of the Word

[Late in the year 1921, while staying at Paradise Valley
Sanifarium in Southern California, net being able at that
time to do public work in which he had for so many, many
years been vely active, Elder 8. N, Haskell :_sent in a..stu_tdy
upon the subject of the inspiration of the Bible. Believing
these thoughts and guotations of Scripture and from the
spirit of prophecy may be helpful to workers throughqut thfe
field, the study follows, The letter accompanying this arti-
cle ig dated Oct, 24, 1921.—. E. B.]

In ﬂsalms 12; 6, 1, the words pf God are spoken bf as
follows: “ The words of the Lord are pure words: as gilver
iried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt
keep them, O Lord, Thou shalt preserve “them [“every one
of them,” margin] {rom this generation forever.” Psalms
18: 30 says, God’s * way is perfect: the word of the Lord
is tried [* refined,” marginl.” Psalmsg 119: 140 reads: “ Thy
word is very pure [“refined,” marginl.” In Proverbs 30:
5, 6, we read: “ Every word of God is pure [* purified,” mar-
zinl: He i a shield unto them that put their trugt in Him.
Add thou not unto His words, lest He reprove thee, and thou
be found a liar” Jesus says in Matthew 4: 4: “ Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that pro_ceedeth
out of the mouth of God.” He does not say by many ‘words,
or by some particular words, but by “every word,” This
is quoted from the last part of Deuteronomy 8: 3.

A word is an expressed thoughl. The ten commandments
are ten words. (See Deut. 10: 4, margin.} In every word
Jesus spoke while on earth, in every act He performed, there
was a purpose of infinite importance. (8ee “The Desire
of Agen,” pp. 206, 147, 393, 394, 4561, 486, 572} Thig g stated
seven times, and in a different way each time. These quo-
tations follow:

“ A wige purpose underlay every act of Christ’s _life on
earth. Everything He did was important in itself and in its
teaching.”— Page 206. .

“The words, ‘Mine hour is not yet come,’ point to the
fact that every act of Christ’s life on earth, was in fulfilment
of the plan that had existed from the days of eternity. Be-
fore He came to earth, the plan lay out before Him, perfect
in all ite details, But as He walked among men, He was
guided, step by step, by the Father's will, He did not hesi-
tate to act at the appointed time, With the same submig-
gion He waited until the time had come’'— Page 147,

“Many of the words and acts of Jesus appear mysterious
to finite minds, but every word and aet had its definite pur-
pose in the work for our redemption; each was calculated
to produce its own result. If we were capable of under-
standing His purposes, all would appear important, com-

’plete, and in harmony with Hig mission.”— Page 358.

“While we cannot now comprehend the works and waysg
of God, we can discern His great love, which underlies all
Hig dealings with men. He who lives near to Jesus will
understand much of the mystery of godliness, He will
recoghize the merey that administers reproof, that tests the
character, and brings to light the purpose of the heart.”
— Page 894.

“He was accomplishing His work for the fallen race.
But He was not £o be presumptuouns, net to rush into danger,
not to hasten a crisis. Fach event in His work had itg
appointed hour. e must wait patiently. He knew that He
wasg to receive the world’s hatred; He knew that His work
would result in His death; but to prematurely expose Him-
gelf would not be the will of His Father.”— Page 451,

¢ But in God’s great plan the hour had been appointed for
the offering of Himself for the sins of men, and that hour
was soon to strike. He would not fail nor falter. His steps
are turned toward Jerusalem, where His foes have long
plotted to take His life; now He will lay it down. He set
His face steadfastly to go to persecution, denial, rejection,
condemnation, and death.”— Page 486. .

“MThat scene of triumph [*“the blind whom He had re-
gstored to sight, were leading the way. The dumb whose
tongues He had Ioosed, shputed the loudest hosannas.”
“ Lepers whom He had cleansed, 'spread their untainted
garments in Hig path.” * Lagzarus, whose body had seen
corruption, . ., led the beast on which the Saviour rpde ]
wag of God’s 6wn appointing. . . . Had men failed to carry
out Hig plan, He would have givett a voice to the inanimate
stoneg, and they would have hailed His Son with acclama-
tiong of praise.”— Page $72.

The plan of salvation would have failed if Christ had
failed in fime or manmner in one thing He said or qid.
Christ’s Iife ig the same as His word. John 1: 1, 2, 14. It
represents the word, and the word represents His life and
character. "In “The Desire of Ages,” page 799, we read:
“It ig the voice of Christ that speaks through patriarchs
and prophets, from the days of Adam even fo the closing
scenes of time.”

“The union of the divine and the human, manifest in
Christ, exists also in the Bible, The truths revealed are all
‘ given by inspiration of God; ’ yet they are expressed in the
words of men, gnd are adapted to human needs. Thus it
may be saild of the Book of God, as it was of Christ, that
‘the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.’ "—* Testi-
monies,” Vol. V, p. 747, .

“The scribes of God wrote as they were dictated to by the

‘Holy Spirit, having no control of the work themselves.

They penned the literal truth, and stern, forbidding fdets
are revealed for reasons that our finite minds cannot fully
comprehend.”—Id,, Vol. IV, p. 9.

. Coneerning her works, Sister White says: *In His prov-
idence the Lord has seen fit to teach and warn His people
in various ways. DBy direct command, by the Sacred Writ-
ings, and by the apirit of prophecy, hag He made knpwn unto
them Hig will. My work has been to speak plainly of the
faults and errors of Gpd’s people”—Id., pp. 12, 13.

From another standpoint, compare 2 Timothy 3: 16, 17;
Romans 15: 4, with Feclesiastes 1: 9, 10; 3: 14, 16, 'This ig
only a small sample of what can be presented.

I view it as a matter pf vital importance for every Sev-
enth-day Adventist to believe, without questioning, the Bible
and the spirit of prophecy. The New Testament is an un-

+
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folding or magnifying of the Old Testament;' the spirit of
prophecy is a developing or magnifying of the subjects of
the entire Bible. The moment I begin to gquestion them,
Satan enters my heart, and perverts my judgment in
spiyitual things.

Are we to congider differently the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, and Luke, who wére not prophets, and the Gospel
by. John, who was a prophet? :

Did not God illustrate inspiration when He spoke through

theé dumb ass to Balaam, and in the acknowledgment of-

Balaam to Balak? Numbers 22 and 23. Did not God, seven
hundred years later, remember this? Micah 6: 5. Inspira-
tion is inspiration of God, whether spoken through man or
a dumb animal, or whether spoken or shown in vision.
Rdch is God's method of speaking to man.,

In " Education,” page 73, we read: “Throngh Christ had
been communicated every ray of divine light that had ever
reached our fallen world. Tt was He who had spoken
thitough every ome that throughout the ages had declared
God’s word to man.”

An illustration of how different persons may relate the
same thing, is found in 2 Samuel 7 and 1 Chronicles 17 in
the vigion of Nathan the prophet to David. The wording of
only one verse is exactly the same, but there is not a single
thought changed, left out, or added. There are two chap-
ters in the Bible by the same writer, but regorded in diifer-
ent books, which vary in only forty-eight words. These
chapters are 2 Kings 19 and [saiah 37,

Jogiah was a devoted king all his life. (See 2 Kings 23:
24, 26.) Onece, and only once, is it recorded that he meddled
with God by not heeding the word (od sent him, and by
it he lost his life. 2 Chron, 35: 21-24.

Glod has guarded the inspiration of His prophets by Bible
Lestimony and by Rible illustrations, so all may be without
excuse if they will study their Bibles with the spirit of
prophecy, which He has so graciously given His people in
these last days.

Our only safety is to become thoreughly established in
the fundamental principles of the mesgage. “We have noth-
ing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way
the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.”
—" Life Sketches,” p. 196, e

We are in the cloging work of the message,— eighty-nine
vears in the last generation, shown by both the Bible and
the spirit of prophecy; thirty years in the loud ery of the
meéssage. We are facing the time of trouble such as never
was, whieh is deseribed both in the Bible and in the spirit
of prophecy. The ending of pro'ba.tion will come on all the
world as a thief. Five times it is so stated in the Bible.

“The word of the living God is not merely written, but
spoken, The Bible is God’s voice speaking to us, just as
guirely as though we could hear it with our ears.”—* Testi-
monies,” Vol. VI, p. 393. Every prophet of God is God’s

mouthpieee to the people in every age of the world. This s~

ghown by more than fifty texts in the Bible.
8. N. HaSKELL.

Church Missionary Secretary

THuE duties of the ehurch misgsionary secretary (or libra-
rian, as this officer was formerly known) are many and im-
portant. Wirst, he is the medium of communication between
the church and the confereuce tract society, and between the
church and the conference home missionary seeretary, keep-
ing the headquarters informed as to the condition of the
church in missionary lines, also attending to the business
correspondence with the tract society, which includes the
orders.for supplies and remittance of money on accounts.
All members should give their orderg for books, papers, ete.,
to the church miasionary secretary, who, in turn, will send
them to the traet society.

‘HSecond, this officer should encourage members to do mis-
sionary work, co-operating closely with the missionary
Ieader, suggesting plans and helping them personally, and
ashisting other missionary .soclety officers. Collections
ghotild be cared for promptly, following up individuals who

have pledged for supplies; and in no case should the ac-
count be 1‘atllowe(il to get old, or go until a person cannot pay.
Prompt, tactful personal effort will facilitate the work
greatly. Reports should be obtained from all the workers,
and the totals sent to the conferehece missionary seéreta,ry,
the same report being presented to the chureh once a month,
with a record of all receipts and expenditures.

The chureh missionary secretary should see that the tract.
rack in the chureh is kept filled, and that all missionary
supplies needed are ordered, after proper authorization by
the church officers, sending cash with all orders,

In the missionary endeavors of the church, the misglonary
secretary can greatly assist the leader, as well as others,
in his efforts to get every one fo ‘doing active missionary
work, in keeping full and accurate minufes of the mission-
ary meetings, and keeping the officers informed regarding
the amount of funds available for missionary work; alsc
the situation as to the amount of literature on hand or
needed.

The conference misgionary secretary will greatly appre-
ciate full co-operation on the part of the local church sec-
retary in carrying out the requests semt, either for infor-
mation desired or plans to he worked out. This office is
one of the most important in the church, especially in its
relation to real active effort or missionary life inthe church,
for the church is not measured by her profession, but by
the number of her real missionary workers.

' M., A. HolTISTER.

‘ Selecting Church. Officers

NEaR the close of December every c¢hurch will become in-
terested in the selection of its officers and various depart-
mental leaders to serve the church the ensuing year. Very
careful and prayerful consideration should be given the
selection, of these various officers. '

It has been found by experience that the appointing of
a nominating commitiee hag proved the wiser method of
placing before the church names for consideration. This
committee ghould be chosen early, so that it may have time
for its work, and be able to rendar its report not later than
the last Sabbath of the month. This will allow the new or
re-elected officers to be ready to take up their work upon the
first Sabbath of the new year.

This committee should be a reprezsentative one, made up
largely from the membership — those not serving as offieers.
The chureh beard very properly may suggest this commitiee
to the ehurch for ity consideration and to vote upon, the
church being at Liberty to make any changes deemed proper.
The person first nameéd should act as chairman, (The pas-
tor or church elder should not under any circumstances
officiate as chairman of this pominating committee, nor
himself appoint it.)

During the time the nominating ecommittee ig at work,
any member of the ehurech may advise with it, or pass in to
it through any member such suggestions ag he may have
to offer for congideration by ithe committee. Thus eareful,
prayerful congideration may be given each name suggested
for the various offices, and its report, when rendered, shall
express the mature judgment of the committee.

It should be digtinetly understood that the power still
regts with the church to aceept, revise, or report back to
the committee for further study, the names submitted.
Usually, however, the report becomes the choice of the en-
tire church, and all heartily join in voting for the persons
gelected.

Should strife and ambition for preferment be found in
the hearts of any, then no matter what the plen may be
for choosing officers, it will not work satisfactorily. The
chureh i8 ever to conduet its affairs upon the heavenly rule,
“ Be kindly affectioned one to ancther with brotherly love;
in honor preferring one another.” Rom. 12:10. This rule
in evidence, there will be no frietion or inharmony mani-
fegt when persong are chosen to gerve the church as ite
officers. The church officers are to continue their service
until reappointed, or until others are elected and appear to
enter upon their service. ) T. E. B.
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BHome Missionary Deparinent

REWARD OF SERVICE

Suggestive Program for the First Sabbath
Hoeme Missionary Service
(To be held December 1)

OreriNe Sone: “ Bringing in the Sheaves,” No. 583, C‘hrist
in Song.”

Bible Study: “ Final Rewards.”

Prayer.

Report by Church Misgionary Secretary.

Special Mugic: “ The Ninety and Nine,” No. 61, “ Christ in
Song."” ‘

Presentation of Theme: “ The Reward of Service.”

Song: “ Just a Word for Jesus,” No. 73, “ Christ in Song.”

Personal Testimonies.

Misgionary Offering.

Plans and Announcements,

Cloging Song: “When the Rell Is Called Up Yonder,” No.
865, “Christ in Song.”
“Benediction.

Note to the Leaders

it is suggested that after the Bible study and the reading
of the short article on the “ Reward of Service,” this meeting
be concluded by a general prayer and praise service. All
through the year a strenuous program has called upon the
people to respond in labor in behalf of the various enter-
prises for the advancement of God’s cause. For the willing
and whole-hearted response which has been given to these
appeals Sabbath after Sabbath, the General Conference
Home Missionary Department wishes to have you pass on
to your congregation an expression of gincere appreciation
and gratitude. 'The leaders in this department wish it were
posgible to accompany every church elder into his pulpit
on this Sabbath day, and express to the people the joy of
service which has been ours during the past year, and the
joy which has come as the result of the co-operation of our
brethren and sisters, and to hear from the faithful workers
the recital of their experiences in personal work. While
thig ig impossible, we do wish to send a personal message of
- cheer to all our brethren and sisters, and bid them lift up
their heads and rejoice, for it 1s indeed true that on this first
Sabbath in December, 1922, our salvation is “nearer than
when we believed.” Some helpful thoughts for introducing
the prayer and praise service may be gleaned from the
quotations found under the heading, “ The Joy of the Lord.”
May the joy of the Lord be yours in rich measure today,
and may you accept ag a personal message from the servant
of God the following comforting assurance: “ Be patient,
Christian soldier. Yet a little while, and He that shall come,
will come. The night of weary waiting and watching and
mourning is nearly over, The reward will soon be given;
the eternal day will dawn. There is no time to sleep now,
no time to indulge in useless regrets. . . . We are granted
the blesged privilege of gathering sheaves in the great har-
vest. . . . Who is eager to lay off the armor, when by push-
ing the battle a little longer he will achieve new victories
and gather new trophies for eternity? “— Mrs. E. & White,
in Review and Hereld, Oct. 25, 1881,

HoME MISsSIONARY DEPARTMENT.

‘ Final Rewards

Question.— 1. To how many are rewards to be given?

Answer— To every one. Rom. 2: 6; 2 Cor.'5: 10,

Ques— 2. What two clasges of rewards are mentioned?

Ans.— Glory, honor, and eternal life; tribulation, anguish,
and death. Rom. 2: 6-11; 6: 23.

Ques— 3. What further reference is made to the rewards
of the righteous?

Ang.— (See Matt. 19: 27-29.)

Ques.— 4. What particutar feature of the record of the
righteous is mentioned in comnection with the reward?

Ans.— Unselfish service for fellow men. Matt, 26: 23-40;
Dan. 12: 3. . .

Ques— 5. What is one characteristic of discipleship?

Ans— Fruit bearing in Christian service. John 15: 8;
Gal. 6: 7-9. .

Ques— 6. What great accusation is made in connection
with the reward of the ungodiy? .

Ans.— Selfigh neglect of the needs of others. Matt. 26:
41-46, 25-20. ’

Oues— 7. When will the rewards be bestowed?

Ans— At Christ’s coming. Matt. 16: 27; 25: 31-34,

'

The Reward of Service

Coxcirying Moses, the divine record states that “ when

- he was come lo vears, [he] refugsed fo be called the son of

-

Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer afiliction with
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season: esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt: for ke had respest wnto the
recompense of the reward.” Heb, 11: 24.26. Through the
ages that have passed since Moges’ time, God’s faithful chil
dren have “ had regpect unto the recompense of the reward ”
that was theirs, not alone the glorious final reward in the
kingdom of God, but the reward in blessings showered upon
them in daily serviee for their chosen King.

The psalmigt declares, “ A day in Thy courtg is better than
a thousand., I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of
my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” Pa.
84: 10, “ A life in Christ ig a life of restfulness. . . . Jesus
says, f Abide in Me’ ‘These words convey the idea of rest,
slability, confidence. Again He inviteg, ‘Come unto Me,

. and I will give you rest.” The words of the psalmigt
expresg the same thought: ‘Rest in the Lord, and wait
patiently for Him.' And Isaiah gives the assurance, ‘In
quietnessg and in confidence shall be your strength.’ This
rest is not found in inactivity; for in the Saviour’s invita-
tion the promise of rest iz united with the call to Iabor:’
‘ Take My yoke upon you, . . . and ye shall find regt* The
heart that rests most fully upon Christ will be most earnest
and active in labor for Him.”—" Steps fo Christ,” pp. 75, 76.

“The Saviour’s life on earth was not a life of-eagse and
devotion to Himsell, but He toiled with persistent, earnest,
untiring effort for the salvation of lost mankind. From the
manger to Calvary He followed the path of self-denial, and
sought not to be released from arduous tasks, painful trav-
els, and exhausting care and labor. He said, ‘The Son of
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give Hig life a ransom for many.” This was the ohe great
object of Hig life. Everything else was secondary and sub-
gervient. It wag His meat and drink to do the will of God
and to'finish His work. Self and self-interest had no part
in Iis labor.*—Id., p. 8. '

There can be no greater joy to the Christian than the joy
of service for others., It is a foretaste of the reward to de
received at the Master’s appearing. © These things have I
spoken unto you,” said Jesus, ““ that My joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full” John 15: il. = Our
Savieur’s joy was in the uplifting and redemption of fallen
men, For this He counted not His life dear unto Himself,
but endured the cross, despiging the shame. So angels are
ever engaged in working for the happiness of others. This
is their joy. That whieh selfish hearts would regard as
humilating serviee, ministering to those who are wretched
and in every way inferior in character and rank, ig the work
of sinless angels. The spirit of Christ’s self-sacrificing love
is the spirit that pervades heaven, and is the very essence
of its bliss. This is the spirit that Christ’s followers will
possess, the work that they will do.”—I4d., 2. 81.

- Faithfulness in this ministry for others brings with it still
other rewards. Natural talents become efficient agencies for
the blessing of others, and- other essential talents are ac-
quired. “ Those who take np their appointed work will not
only be a blessing to: others, but they will themselves be
blessed. The consclousness of duty well done will have a
reflex infiluence upon their own sowls. 'The despondent will
forget their despondency, the weak will become strong, the |
ignorant inteiligent, and all will find an unfailing helper in
Him who has called them."—* The Ministry of Healing,”
p. 148, ’

The joyful reward of frult for earnest toil is not always
withheld until the time of final awards. Fruitfulnesg in
service Is one of the greatest evidences of discipleship, and
the great apostle to the Gentiles asgures us, “ In due geason
we shall reap, if we faint not.” Gal. 6: 9,

Instances too numerous for the time of this service might
be cited as fulfilment of these promises, but we can give
only a few.



One church in the South ig doing a large amount of mis-
sionary work by correspondence. Papers, tracts, and other
literature are mailed, and a tactful *follow-up” series of
letters are written to all to whom the literature js gent.
Fighteen persons accepted the truth ag the result of the
worlt of this church last year.

A gister in a Central State tells how the Lord helped her
to win a woman to the message by using “ Brief Bible Read-
ings for Busy Peopls,” and how this woman at onge secured
a supply of these Bible readings and began work for mems-
bers of her family.

Throngh interest first aroused by Harvest Ingathering
workers, ohe church has added elghteen new members, and
one of these is now a successful Bible worker.

A church in Western Canada, located In a section where
most of its missionary work must be done through the mails,
has won twenty-nine gouls-to the message, the Signs of the
Fimes being the principal item of literature.

A chureh in Illinois recently received seven new members

as the result of hrief houge-to-house effort with Present
Truth.
" During the summer, one of our sisters had to wait for a
train for a few hours at a junction point. During this time
she met & woman to whom she gave a Watchman Magazine.
As a result, the woman has accepted the truth, and is anx-
jous to give it to others,

Literally hundreds of people are being woh to Christ and
His truth by faithful lay members around the world. Thus
they are sharing in the joy of Him who “ endured the cross,
despising the shame” (Heb. 12: 2), and in the gathering
day, ‘still others will be saved as a resull of their godly
influence. ’

It is a part of the divine plan that every professed fol-
Jower of Christ should share in the toils of service, and
consequently in the blessed reward of service faithfully
done. But the adversary of souls is determined to prevent
every one from doing the heaven-appointed task, and to
hinder its accomplishment as far as possible. “ The enemy
is seeking to divert the minds of our brethren and sisters
from the work of preparing a people to stand in these last
days.— Testimonies,” Vol. VIII, p. 896. Success will be
won only through earnest, prayerful elfort.

“¢1f any man’s work abide, . .. he shall receive a re-
ward’ 1 Cor. 3: 14, Glorious will be the reward bestowed
when the faithful workers gather about the throne of God
and of the Lamb. When John in his mortal state beheld the
glory of God, he fell as one dead: he was not able to endure
the sight. But when the children of God shall have put on
tmmortality, they will ‘see Him as He is’ 1 John 3:2.
They will stand before the throne, accepted in the Beloved.
All their gins have been hlotted out, all their transgressions
‘horne away. Now they can lock upon the undimmed glory
of the throne of God. ‘They have been partakers with Christ
{n His gufferings, they have heen workers together with Him
in the plan of redemption, and they are partakers with Him
in the joy of seeing souls saved in the kingdom of God, there
to praise God through all eternity.”—Id., Vol IX, p. £85.

The sentiment of the following poem affords inspiration
to Christian workers today, who by faith have “ respect unto
the recompense of the reward” to be granted when the
surging waves of sin are defeated, and the tide of God’s
glory ghall fill the earth “as the waters cover the sea.”

“far on the reef the breakers recoil in shattered foam,
And still the sea behind them urges its forces home;
Tts song of triumph rises o’er all the thunderous din—
The waves may break in failure, but the tide is sure to win.

“The reef 1g strong and cruel. Against its jagged wall
One wave, a score, a thousand, broken-and beaten, fall,
Not in defeat, but trlumph for the sea comes rushing in —
Wave after wave ig routed, but the tide is sure to win.

0 mighty sea, thy lesson in changing spray is cast;
In God’s great plan of ages, it matters not, at last,
How wide the shore of evil, how cruel the reef of sin,—
The wave may be defeated, but the tide will surely win.”

{
J. ApaMg STEVENE.

'
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The Joy of the Lord

“Tuese things have I spoken unto you,” sald Christ,
“that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might
be full.” ¥ver before Him, Christ saw the result of His
migsion. His earthly life, so full of toil and self-sacrifice,
wiag cheered by the thought that He would not have all this
travail for naught. By giving Hig life for the life of men,
He would restore in humanity the image of God. He would
Iift us up from the dust, reshape the character after the
pattern of His own character, and malke it beautiful with
His own glory.

Christ saw of the travail of His soul and was satisfled.
He viewed the expanse of eternity, and saw the happiness
of those who threough His humiliation should receive par-
don ‘and everlasting life. He was wounded for thelr trans-
gressions, bruiged for their iniguities. The chastisement of
their, peace was upon Him, and with His stripes they were
healed. He heard the shout of the redeemed. He heard the
ransomed ones ginging the song of Moses and the Lamb.
Although the baptism of blood must first be received, al-
though the ging of the world were to weigh upon His inno-
cent goul, although the shadow of an unspeakable woe was
upon Him; yei for the joy that was set before Him He
chose to endure the cross, and despised the shame.

Thig joy all His followers are to share. However great
and glorious hereafier, our reward is not oIl to be reserved
for the time of final deliverance. Even here we are by faith
to enter into the Saviour's joy, Like Moses, we are to en-
dure ag seelhg the Invisible.

Now the church Is militant. Now we are confronted with
a world in darkness, almost wholly given over te idolatry.
But the day Is coming when the battle will have been fought,
the vietory won. The will of God Iz to be done on earth,
as it is done in heaven. The nationg of the gaved will know
no other law than the law of heaven. All will be a happy,
united family, clothed with the garments of praise and
thanksgiving— the robe of Christ’s rlghteousness All
nature, in its gurpassing loveliness, will offer to God a trib-
ute of praise and adoration. The world will be bathed in
the light of heaven. The light of the moon will be as the
light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be sevenfold
greater than it is now. The years will move on in gladness.
Over the scene the morning stars will zing together, and
the song of God will shout for joy, while God and Christ
will unite in proclaiming, “ There ghall be ne more sin,
neither shall there be any more death.”

These vigions of future glory, scenes pictured by the hand
of God, should be dear to His children.

Stand on the threshold of etermity, and hear the gracious
welcome given to those who in this life have co-operated
with Christ, regarding it as a privilege and an honor to
suffer for His sake. ., .. There the redeemed ones greet
those who directed them to the uplifted Saviour. They
unite in praising Him who died that human peings might
have the life that measures with the life of God. The con-
fiict is over. All tribulation and strife are at an end. . . .

‘We need to keep ever before us this vision of things un-
seen. It i thus that we shall be able to sel a right value
on the things of eternity and the things of time. It is this
that will give us power to influence othersg for the higher
life.— Mrs. B. G. White, in * The Mmmst'ry of Healing,” pp.
504, 608, 608.

Suggestions for Missionary Meeting
First Week

Oreving Exwrcisks: Song;

Courge. Assignment,.

Text: “ He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the
Lord; and that which he hath glven will He repay him
again.” Prov, 19: 17,

Comment: While it ig true that we should never bestow
benefits upen others with the expectation of being mate-

Prayer; Review of Reading ‘

- rially benefited in return, nevertheless the Lord dees hold

out the assurance of reward for faithfulness in bestowing:
our goods upon the needy. Christ asked the rich young man
to sell his possessiong and give to the poor, adding that thus
he would have treasure in heaven,

The following illustrates this lesson in an interesting
way:

“ Occasionally a ‘benevolent action wrought in faith brings
with it an instantaneous recompense in kind; therein Prov-
idence is geen ag smiling upon the deed. The late John
Andrew Jones, a poor Baptist minister, while walking in
Chenpside, was apbealed to by some one he knew for help.
He had but a shilling 'in the world, and poised it in his
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mind to give or not to glve. The greater distress of his
acquaintance prevailed, and he gave his all, walking away
with a sweei remembrance of the promise, ‘He that hath
pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and ‘that which
he hath given will He pay him again.” He had not gone a
hundred yards farther before he met a gentleman who said,
Mr. Jones, I am glad to see you. I have had this
govereign in my waisteoat pocket this week pagt for some
poor minister, and you may as well have it.” Mr. Jones was
wont to add, when telling the story, ‘If I had not stopped
to give relief, I should have misged the gentleman and the
govereign too.”’
Pergonal Testimonies: (Give a few minutes’ time for
the members present to relate how they have been rewarded
in their ministry for others.) T A 8.

| © Second Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer;
Course Assignment.

Text: “It ig writien, Eye hath nof seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
Cod hath prepared for them that love Him.” 1 Cor. 2: 9.

Comment: The most fervid flights of imagination cannof
compass the glorious things to be inherited by the children
of God in the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. FProphets
have caught fleeting glimpses of the sainis’ reward, but

Review of Readii’lg

- nothing less than the langyage of the heavenly Canaan could

. Cahaan, then could I tell a little of the glory of the better

fitiingly describe it, Recounting the glories seen in visiom,
Mrs. B, . White writes:“ The wonderful things T there saw,
I cannot describe. O that I could talk in the language of
world! "— Barly Writings,” p. 19. There will be a new
heaven and a new earth. There will be the infinite God,
and also our blessed Lord, the Christ, crowned King of
kings and Lord of lords, There will be the free.of life and
the river of life. As in creation, all will be very good, and
all will be ours through our Saviour.

“T once heard a father tell that when he removed his
family to a new residence, where the accommodation wasg
much more ample, and the substance much more rich and
varied than that to which they had previously been ac-
cusgtomed, his youngest son, yét a lisping infant, ran round
every room, and scanned every article with ecstasy, calling
out in childish wonder at every new sight, ‘Is this ours,
tather? and 1¢ this oure?’ The child did not say * yours,’
and I observed that the father, while he told the story, was
not offended with the freedom. You conld read in his glis-
tening eye that the infant’s confidence in appropriating as
his own all that his father had, was an important element
in hig satisfaction.

“Such, I stppose, will be the surprise, and joy, and ap-
proprlatmg confidence with which the child of our Father’s
tamily will eount all his own, when he iz removed from the
comparatively mean condition of things preseni, and enters
the infinite of things to come. When the glories of heaven
burst upon his view, he does hol gtand at a distance like a
stranger, saying, ‘O God, these are Thine.” He bounds for-
ward to touch and taste every provision which those blessed
mansions contain, exclaiming as he Iooks in the Father’s
face, ‘Father, this and this is ours” The dear 'child ,is
glad of all the Father’'s riches, and the Father is gladder
of His dear child.”— W. Arnof, in “ Feathers for Arrows,”
pp. 09, 110.

Let us rejoice in the riches of God in Christ Jesus. These
are ourg now by faith. And let us try to win others to
share these joys here and for elernity. J. AL S,

e gt —————

Third Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer;” Review of Reading
Course 'Assignment,

Text: “ Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and Hig right.
eousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
Matt, 6: 33. '

Comment: Too many Christians fail to recognize the
immediate blessmgs God bestows upon all who render to

Him faithiul servme “When men usge their powers as God

directs them to, their talents will inereage, their ability
will enlarge, and they will have heavenly wisdom in geeking
to save thoge whoe are lost.”— An Appeal” p. 5. Christ
doubly emphasized this truth in the parable of the talents.
By uge, the talents were increased 100 per cent, while the
one who refused to use the talent God had given him, wasg
despoiled of even that one.

“ Whenever the Lord sets His servants to do extracrdinary
work, He always gives them extraordinary strength; or if
He puts them to unusual suffering, He givessthem unusguyal
patience. .., If God calls us to common and ordinary trials,
He will defray the charges of our warfare by thousands,
but if He commands us to an unusual struggle with some
tremendous foé, He will diseharge the liabilities of our war
by millions, according to the riches of His grace in which
He has abounded toward us through Christ Jesus.— ¢, H.
Spurgeon. o

Note examples of how God has blessed faithful service:
i e, Joseph Damel Peter, leaders in the Advent Movement,
efe. J. A, 8.

v

-

Fourth Week
Opening HExerciges: Song; Prayer; Migsionary Reports‘
Review of Reading Course Assignment,

Seripiture Lesson: Matt. 5: 13.
[llugtration: “The Useg of Salt.”

The Uses of Salt

“Yi are the salt of the earth” said Jesus, and this is

commonly taken to mean that the followers of Chrisi are

to furnish that which satisfles the soul and preserves the
spiritual life, Bui salt has other uses than to satisfy and
preserve, “A Biblestudy group of coliege girls were re-
eenily discusgsing this familiar passage in the Sermon on
the Mount, and were asked why Christians are like galt.
All at once thought of the preservative qualities of salt. -
Then a Chinese girl in the group quietly suggested, * Salf
creates thirst” The truth went home. As one.of the lead-
ers afterward said, ‘ Our lives should be such that people
will continually come to us and ask us to explain ourselves,””
Do our lives create in others the thirs{ that only the water
of life can satisfy? -

-*‘—-*—-——0—-@*0*4—
Good Mottoes for Missionary Meetings

“Unress Jesus Christ 1s Lord of all, He is not Lord at all.”

“The church that forgets itgelf in its passion for others
will in that forgetfulness find i¢gelf.”

“This is a lost world to be saved, and not simply an
ignorant world to be educated.”

“That life is most worth living whose work is most worth
while,”

“If we have not enough vital religion to share it with all i
the world, it iz doomed at home.”

“ The best remedy for a sick church is to put it on a
mlssmnary diet,”

“ Ligve ‘never asks, How much must I do? but, How much
can T do??” .
_“You might ag’ well try to cure smallpox by scenery as
to try to save soulg ‘by improvement of environment.”

“Tet us fail in trying to do something rather than sit
still and fall by doing nothing.”

* lod will not look you over for medals, degrees, and di-
plomas, but for scars’

“With God go over the gsey; without Him not over the
threshold ”

— The: Mwswna'ry Review of the World.

“Tae Lord has no place in His work for those who have

a greater desite to win the crown than to bear the cross.
He wants men who are more intent upon doing their duty
than upon receiving their reward,— mean who are more so-
licitous for principle than for promotion.”—* The Ministry
of Healing,” pp. 476, 477,

“We need to beware of self-pity. Never indulze the feel-
ing that you are not esteemed as you should be, that your
efforts are not appreciated, that your work is too dlﬁyault ”

— The Ministry of Healing,” p. 4786.



Keeping the Doors Open

I+ ig not only to the heathen in foreign lands that we need
to bring the word, but to the unreached and neglected at
home, who are strangerg in God’s house, They must he
shown that the chureh hag a cordial welcome for them, and
that they are entitled to a share in its ministrations and
to the loving fellowship of it§ membets. It is our duty to
win them over by every sanctified means in our power, to
come into the life of the church and have an active part
in its blessings and privileges.

The church of God is not a close corporatlion, a select
society, a little group set apart and enjoying special
spiritnal privileges which may not be shared with the
many. There is ng monopoly in God’s blessing, and there
should be no monopoly of privileges in church life. Jesus
taught the law of love and kindness, and we should ex-
emplifly our obedience by -our church hoespitality, “All
doors should stand open that lead to Jesus.”

When you go to church next Sabbath, try to bring with
you some one who hag been a stranger to the Lord’s house,
and encourazge other members to do likewise. The invita-
tlon to worship God is not to you and yours only, and to
other regular attendants,— it is to all the people; for all
alike have a debt of gratitude to pay, a prayer for help to
offer, or a song of joy to raise. You may not - be able to
publish the message throughout the entire nation, but
you can do so, in a quiet, kindly manner, at least within
your owh circle. ErNEsT LiLoyp.

L

Reading Course Assignment for the Monih
of December

First Week

“Tye Ministry of Healing,” pp. 433450,

Special Study: Paragraphs 2-4, p. 450,

Review: 1. Why is skepticism go alluring and so danger-
ous to youth? 2. What would he the result of superseding
the study of the writings of infidels by study of the Word
of God? 3. 1Is an extensive knowledge of historical and theo-
logical writings essential as a preparation for Christian
work? 4. What importance is attached to a knowledge of the
heathen classics and of the dead languages? & What should
be the Chrislian’s attitude toward high-clags fletion, ro-
mance, myths, and fairy tales?

- Second Week

“The Ministry of Healing,” pp. 451-469.

Special Study: Paragraph 4, pp. 4538, 454,

Review: 1. What is the slandard of gospel ethics? 2.
What is the strongest evidence of the fall of man from a
high estate? 3. What is the Christian life sald to be?
4. What divine provision enabled Adam and Bve hefore
their transgression to elearly perceive the character of God
and His works? & How only may this 111umina,t1ng light
be restored?

Third Weelt

“The Minlstry of Healing,” pp. 469-497.

Special Study: Paragraphs 1, 2, p. 488.
* Review: 1. What Is essential In order to draw sinners
out of the swift-ruhning current? 2. What comforting assur-
ance is applicable only to one in the furnace of affliction or
in the ghadows of gorrow? 3, By what standard does God
estimale man? 4. What is the safe measurement of duty?

Fourth Week

“The Ministry of Healing,” pp. 497-517.

- Special Study: Paragraphs 2-5, p. 502,

» Review: 1. What ten essential gualifications of Christian
llving are enumerated? 2, What admonition ig given con-
cerning the malntaining of individuality- in Christian life
and service? 3. What is the nature of the twofold life of
the Christian? 4. Aslde from “ hearing sermons Sabbath
after’ Sabbath,” and “reading the Bible through and
through,” what is equally essential?

“WmiLt the shepherds were watching their fiocks on the
hillg of Bethlehem, angels from heaven visited them. So
today while the humble worker for God is following his
employment, angels of God stand by his side, listening to
his word, noting the manner in which his work is done, to
gee if larger respongibilities may be intrusted to his hands.”
—* The Ministry of Healing,” p. £77.

-
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Retrospect and Prospect

THIs 18516 of the GAZETTE completes the volume for 1923.
How quickly the months have slipped by! Another year’s
record is just clesing, and what has been written? Is your
church stronger than it was a year age? Have you fully
measured up to the program God his outlined for His people )
in thege closing hours of earthly history?

In the main it has heen a good year for God’s work. The
word of God is not bound, and His Spirit has witnessed to
the preaching of the message, so that many thousands have
united with those who keep the commandments of God and .
the faith of Jesus. For every blessing, and for all of thenﬁ,
we thank God and take courage, ‘

But now for the new year. It may be a ladder of achieve-
ment consisting of 365 distinect steps toward God’s ideal for
your chureh., It may be a year of glorious triumphs in soul-
winning, and it should be. “ The church of Christ is God's
appointed agency for the salvation of men. Its mission is to
carry the gospel to the world, And the obligation rests upon
all Christians.”—* Steps to Ohrist,” p. 85.

Upon ihe officers of the church rests the sacred responsi-
bility of making every member of their church an eficient
soul-winner. So we are told by the Spirlt of the Lord:
“Those who have the gpiritual oversight of the church
should devise ways and means by which an opportunity
may he given to every member of the church to act some
part in God’s work.”—* Testimonies,” Vol. IX, p. 116. And
again we are told: “ The church of Christ is organized for
service. . . . Every church member should be engaged in
some line of service for the Master. . . . Many would he
willing to work if they were taught how to begin, . . . Bvery
church should be a training school for Chrisltian workers.”
—“ The Ministry of Healing,” pp. 148, 145,

During the coming year we plan to put forth redoubled
effort to help our church officers in the discharge of their
heavy duties. Tach month we will briefly outline Liow the
missionary officers of the church may fulfil their sacred
duties, with specific counsgel to elders, missionary leaders,
and church misgionary secretaries,

The year 1924 will be an epochal year in Seventh-day Ad-

ventist hislory. It will mark the fiftieti anniversary of
the sending out of our flrst missionary to a foreign fleld.
Marvelous indeed hag heen the progress of our world-wide
work since that eventful day when Elder J, N. Andrews set
gail for another shore in fulfilment of the prophecy of
Revelation 14: 6-14. .
. It seems eminently fitting, in Iaunching the missionary
program of this “golden jubilee year,” to dedicate the first
Sabbath service to “ The Missionary Consecration of the
‘Whole Church.” How could we hetter celebrate the launch-
ing of our foreign mission work than by the consecration
of our entire membership for active missionary work, thus
sharing 1n the world-task of giving the last warning mes-
sage to all who will hear? The topics for the weekly mis-
sionary meeting also suggest this theme, and will serve well
as a background for a deeply gpiritual prayer service.

The February topic is, “ The Missions Investment Plan.”
This practical missionary feature has grown rapidly in
popularity in the last few years. The plan has been richiy
hlessed of God in providing additional funds for missionary
work, that otherwise it would not be possible to furnish
from many family purses. It also makes very real the Lord’s
purpose to be a laborer together with His people. The prod-
ucts of the soil, ag grain, potatoes, ete., or the income from
various sources, has heen dedica.ted fo this fund, and 1t has
been a glad time when the proceeds in cash were turned
into the Lord’s treasury.

“ The Banner of Truth and Rellgious Liberty ” will be the
theme for March. The growing spirit of intolerance warns
every lover of true Iiberty to make the principles known
to every one. A héavy responsibility rests upon God’s peo-
ple to inform all who will listen or read, as to the meaning
of movements already asserting power in many places,

The month of April will have for its theme, “ The ‘ Mystic
Stone’ in Motion.” The ministry of healing will he dis-
cussed in its practiecal outworking and every believer will
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be asked to help in strengthening our medical missionary
work in foreigh lands. We must add to our medical mig-
sionary facilities in foreign Iands ag we have to our mission
publishing work.

May will come to us with all the wonderful promise of
springtime. As the tiller of the soil has made ready and
now sows the seed, so the church should again recall the
blessedness of sowing the gospel seed. “ The Evangelizing
Ministry of the Printed Page *” will be an outline of practical,
inspiring instruction that should encourage even greater
use of our Spirit-filled Iiterature than ever before, “ A Tract
a Day ” should become a denominational habit.

June ushers in summer, and high temperatures and va-
cation time.. But our church officers should give special

gtudy to plans for missionary work during the summertime.
The June tople, * Missionary Activities During Midsummer,”
is calculated to aid in plannting so that there will be no
vacation in missionary work, even though the church mem-
bers are at the seaside or off in the mountains. Everywhere
there are souls to warn and win to the message,

One of the special lines of work that should be undartaken
by our church memberg is Bible work. Already many of
our lay members have developed into efficient Bible workers,
all of which proves that many thousands more could hecome
efficient, and this again proves that they should put forth
offort to becoine capable Bible workers. So the topic for
July will be provided to lLelp bring this about. It will be
called, “Opening the Seriptures to Others.”

Among the many admonitions ever held before Israsl of
old was that they should remember that once they were
“gtrangers.” Wa, too, shquld recall that once we were
“gtrangers to God’s truth, and it is because some faithful
worker found us that we are able to rejoice in the satlsfac-
tion of being adopted into the heavenly family. Millions.of
foreigners are now in North America, and more are coming.
We are doing an ever-increasing volume of missionary work
for these people, but much more must be done if we are to
be guiltless when the work ls finlshed, August missionary
topie; ¢ Conveying the Message to Foreigners in the Home
Field,” outlines progress and plans for extension.

Years of successful effort in behalf of funds for missions,
and a host of souls won to the truth in both home and for-
elgn fields, have demonsirated that it was God’s leading
which brought into existence the Harvest Ingathering plan.
Thig annual campaign for both home and foreign missions
is now a world-wide plan, and every month of the year wit-
nessges our faithful people going from home to home with
the story of our mission work, and records goodly sums
gathered to herald the message on to darkened reglons.
September will again mark the beginning of the Harvest
Ingathering campaign in North America and in other parfs
of the world. The Sabbath service on September 6 will be
devoted to the Ingathering work, and it is expected that
1924 will mark still another advance in this heaven-gent
plan to hagten on the triumph day.

October will be devoted to one of our oldest misgionary
- plans. In the early days of our work, our message was sent
to many foreign lands by tail, or through packages of our
papers carried on ships and left at harbers. Truly, *the

pen’is mightier than the sword ” when it comes to advane~

ing the Lord's work, and many, many more of our churches
should organize correspondence bands. "Through the Ga-
zETTE topic for October, ¥ With Pen and Voice,” we plan to
give practical suggestions for inspiring greater use of this
agency in earrying the message everywhere atl small cost.

“mracing the Divine Footprints ¥ will mold mlssionary
thought during November. Emphagis will be placed upon
the wonderful influence of helpful ministry to the poor, the
gick, or others needing help. We have been told that “the
Saviour of the world devoted more time and labor to heal-
ing the afficted of their maladies than to preaching.”—
“ Testimonies,” Vol IV, p. 825. This service comes at an
opportune time to encourage co-operation of all the mem-
berg of the church with the Dorcas society and the Chris-
tlan Help band, which co-operate with the deacons and dea-
conesses in looking after the needy ones in the territory of

the church.

o 7

The work of the year will be reviewed in the light of
“ Heaven's Reporting System.” December’s topic will do
more than gortray the activity of our people during the
months preceding; it will clearly present the virtue of the
reporting plan as well as its denominational usefulness.
The final judgment will be dependent upon the reports made
by angel witnesses, and the record will be a faithful report
of the deeds done in the body. This service should gerve
greatly to strengthen the reporting percentage of every
church,

The general program for each month is thus outlined. In
addition to the topics as suggested, there will be much help-
ful material for the weekly missionary meeting. More and
more it is being deinonstrated that the missionary prayer
meeting is the ideal plan for the midweek service, and we
desire to offer suggestiong to our officers that will be helpful
in the conduct of these services. Every conference worker
and every church officer must bend every effort to train
every me\;mber for sounl-winning gervice, because “the work
of God in thisg earth can never be finished unti] the men
and women comprising our church memberghip rally to the
work, and unite their efforts with those of minigters ang
church officers.”’—* Testimondes,” Vol, IX, p. 117,

I A B

The Home Missionary Wall Calendar for 1924

TaIs calendar is how on sale, and should be placed in
every Seventh-day Adventist home. While embodying all
the desirable features of the calendar for 1923, it furnishes
many additional features of helpfulness and interest.

The year 1924 is significant in our denominational history
as the jubilee year of missions in the advent movement,

,as it marks fifty years since our first missionary crossed

the seas. A photograph of this missionary, with those of
more than twenty others who left the homeland in con-
secutive vears, is furnished. In addition to these, the cal
endar takes you to the homes of Seventh-day Adventist
missionaries around the world. It makes two stops in
China, one in the Hawaiian Isglands, two in India, one in
Chosen, two in Africa, one in South America, and three in
the islands of the Pacific,— Samoa, Fiji, and Atchin—a
most inspiring tour, in which every believer in the advent
message will take delight. Never before has the Home
Missionary Wall Calendar been of such truly msplmng

_interest.

Many other practical items of information are included,
such ag (1) the demominational program of special days,
special offerings, and special campaigns throuwghout the
vear; (2) the mational holidays; (3) moon’s phases; (4)
sunset table, map, key, ete.; (5) a daily text of Scripture,
and a gem of thought each month from the writings of Mrs.
B. ¢, White: (6) a Bible reading, entitled, “ God’s Calendar,”
presenting Biblical and historical facts regarding the cycle
of tlme, and giving clear and unmistakable evidence ag to
the origin of the apparent change in God's calendar, which
places the sacred day of rest at the beginning instead of at
the end of the week. A gift of this calendar to friends is good
missionary work, as it carries the third angel’s message.

The calendar consists of 14 pages, 12x19 inches in size.
The front cover is a beautiful three-color production of a
drawing made especially for this calendar, and throughout
the other pages there is a blending of colors which gives a

. most pleasing effect.

Church elders and misgionary seeretarles are especially
requested to bring this attractive calendar to the attentlon
of all church members, and to see that the orders are cared
for at the earliest posgible moment, Send for a copy at
once, and place it on exhibition. This calendar will-help in
promoting the church work all through the year. It will be
a real digappointment not to be able fo secure this con-
venijent and artistic Seventh-day Adventist scripture and
misgionary calendar. L

Price, 25 cents, postpaid. (Higher in Canada and foreign
gountries.) Orders filled. through the tract societies.
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Miggionary Yolunteer
‘ Depactment

Devotional Meetings for December 1

Topic: The Morning Watch.
Senior

. Song Service,

. Morning Wateh Texts of the Week,

. Scripture: Ps. 5:1-3; 90: 14, A, R. V,
Prayer Service,

Announcements and Offerings.

. Special Music.

. Reading: “BEach Day Is g Fresh Begmmng ”
Talk: **Do We Value It?”

. Recitation: “The Hour of the Morning.”

. Talk: “The Morning Watch Calendar wWill —”
. Plans and Responses.

. Closing Song and “ Mizpah.”

Junior

= .
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. SBong Service.

. Morning Watch Drill.

Prayer Service.

Reading: “Could Ye Not Wateh?”
Incident: * An Blectric Pilot.”

Stery: “ A Word to Martha.”

. Recitation: ' The Hour of the Morning.”
. Buperintendent’s Talk,

. Song and Prayer.

e e e

. Senior Notes

This Meeting~— For many vears it has been customary
to *emember the Morning Watch at this time of the year.
We, do not need to seek far to find the reason for this.
Prayer lies at the foundation of the Christian’s life, and the
Morning Watch secks to impress this truth, The Missionary
Volunteer' Society that takeg its stand upon this platform
is facing the future in a way sure to lead to a larger Iife
and influence. Daily prayer meaps daily commumon, and

- daily commurion means daily growth, and growing Mis-
sionary Voluntecrs are the kind we want to have during the
conting year. Therefore this topic.

On Hand.—- For thig meeting you should have a supply
of the 1924 Morning Watch Calendar on hand for distribu-
tion. You should also have the Morning Watch Pledge,
Misgionary Volunteer Serieg No, 11, 50 cents’a hundred, and
if pogsible, also the three leaflets:

No. 40. The Morning Watch ............. $ .01
No. 66. Margaret’s Morning Watch ...... 01
No. 74, Living the Life That Wins ...... 01

If you are not able to have the new supply of the 1924
Morning Watch Calendar on hand, use the leaflets with your
program, and then when you come to No. 11, “ Plang and
Responses,” find out those of your society that wish the
calendar. Make ¥our memberghip 100 per cent. You may
also desire the Iittle advertising leaflet telling of the cal-
endar. This will be furnished you free in guantities, should
vou: desire it. Order of your tract society.

Q.EMoming Watch Texts of the Week.— A short, live re-
view of the texts for the past week would be well here. Give
your members warning, and go through it quickly. Do not
lecture and preach, but make your review interesting and
degirable. “8ell” the ldea of the Morning Watch to your
members, as if you were selling them some plan that would
be profitable —as indeed this will be.

3. Scripture— Just the clear reading of the texts noted.
Not necessary to comment.

4. Prayer Servive— Short prayers, right to the point; our
need of the Master’s guidance.

5. Announcemenis.— Make these brief and to the point,
and not such as will detraet from the aim of the meeting,
6. Mpeciel Music— Of course, appropriate and consge-
crated.

7. Readmg “ Eaeh Day Is a Fresh Beginning."— The fol-
lowing is by Prof. M. E. Kern, general secretary of the Mis-
sionary Velunteer Department:

“ Bach day ig a fresh beginning.” If we “ walk with God,”
it must be a daily walk. *“Fach morning consecrate your-
self to God for that day.,” Before going forlh to the work
and temptations of the day, speud some time in communion
withi your Lord and Master. It wiil deepen your love, in-
crease your courage, and strengthen veu, with might in the

" inner man.

JeSus kept the Morning Watch. “The early morning often

found Him In some secluded place, meditating, searching
" the Seriptures, or in prayer.*—* The Ministry of Healing,”
p. 52, Dear iriend, where does the early morning find you?

Do you go forth each day from. the place of secret com-
munion armed for wictory? or do you, without prayer and
meditation, move on to sure defeat?
“ Have you and I today

Stood silent ag with Christ, apart from joy or fear

Qf life, to see by faith His face;

To look, if but a moment, at its grace,

And grow, by brief companionship, more true,

More nerved to lead, to dare, to do

For Him at any cost? Have we today B

Found time, in thought, our hand #o lay
- In His, and thus compare |

His will with ours, and wear

The impress of His wish? Be sure

Such contact will enduyre

Throughout the day; will help us walk erect

Through storm and fiood; ot

Within the hidden Iife, sin’s dross and stain;

Revive a thought of love for Him again;

Steady the steps which waver; help us see

The footpath meant for you smd me.”?

8. Talk: “Do We Value It?”— The following is by Mrs.
Irene Curtis Walters:

“Do I value the Morning Watch? is a question for each
to ask himgelf. If we cannot answer it in the affirmative,
is it not because we ourselves are to blame — because we
have failed to give it its rightful place in our lives? A great
scientist has declared, ‘ Prayer is the mightiest power in the
univerge, and the Christian world is blind to the fact! So
perhaps we are blind to the value of the Morning Watch be-
cause we have not tested its power and blessing. The uni-
vergity man whe had a terrific fight with doubt, and whe in
speaking of it said, ‘ The only thing in the world that saved
me was my practice of keeping the Morning Watch,” was
brought to realize its worth as perbaps you and I do not.

“The value of the Morning Watch does not lie gimply in
learning a text of Scripture, but it is in searching for the
great truths hidden therein, and in meeting the Master,—
coming to know Him better, to hear His voice, to realize
Hig presence, to look into His face. Of the Master Himgelf
we read: ‘The early morning often found hiny in some se-
cluded place, meditating, searching the Scriptures, or in
prayver.” If our Saviour felt the need thus to turn aside,

. should not the morning hours find us gitting at Hisg feet?

“ Just recently I was teld the story of a young man in
college who wag under appointment to a foreign field. He
hegltated to go, feeling that he was not fitted. Finally he
decided to accept the call, and at the same time made the
decision to spend at least one hour each morning in prayer
and Bible study. After many years of guccessful ministry in
the mission field, he returned, and in telling of hig experi-
ences, declared that the thing which he had found most help-
ful and which had contributed most to his success was his
decision to spend that morning hour alone with God.

“ 1t i1z gaid that Sherwood Eddy was one ¢f the greatest
soul-winners in his undergraduale days that the academic
world has ever known. Why? Because he knew the value
of the Morning Watch., It was his custom during his college
days to spend one hour and a half with His Lord each morn-
ing before he went out to meet his fellow students. We do
not wonder at his success,

“ How much we might do for our unsaved friends if this
morning hour were buf more faithfully used! If we wonder
why we do not win more souls to Christ, perhaps here is the
secret of our failure —broken communion with heaven al-
ways spells failure as a soul-winner. We need the help of
God for this,— yes, and in all our ways,— and is not the
morning hour the begt time to receive it?”

9. Recitation: “ The Hour of the Morning.— This poem
by Rlder Santee will be found elsewhere.

10, Talk: ** The Morning Watch Calendar Will —"— This
is designed as a practical talk, telling just what may be
expected from the regular ohservance of the Morning Watch.
Put your strongest speaker on this, and strive to emphagize
the practical side of it. We weant to live right, and we want -
to know how to succeed; but we feel that we need help,—
real, practical, actual help that will carry us along. J.
Stuart Holden tells this story:

“1 saw a boy pedaling uphill against the wind, and it
wag hard work. Just ag he was working most strenuously,
a trolley car came by. The boy seized it with one hand.
Then ¥ou know what happened. He went up that hill like
a bird. Then it flashed on me: I am like the boy on the
bicycle in my weariness and weakness, I am pedaling
uphill, and am aimost worn out with the task, But here
at my hand‘ig a great available power-—the gtrength of
the Lord Jesus. I have only to get in touch with Him, and
maintain the communion, and He will help me up the hill
of life.”

That iliustrates the practical thought of the real help
that sueh a plan as the Morning Watch may be to the
earnest Christian seeking to succeed. Here are some dther
thoughts, put in a very terse way;of what may be expected
from. this plan:

(1) It will give you a good morning thought.

(2) It will invite you to meet your Master face to face
before you meet the world.

(3) It will remind you to place your hand in the Saviour’'s
ag you start out for the day.
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(4) It will give one thought on your Sabbath school les-
son each day. . .

(5) It will help you to form the habit
prayer and personal- Bible study. -

(6) It will daily place in your quiver an arrow for rout-
ing the enemy in the hour of temptation.

(7) It will help you to give a reason for your hope of
salvation. )

(8) It contains a table that will tell you when. the sun
gets on Fridays during 1924,

(9) It will make & nice Chrisimas or New Year's gift for
gome friend or a Sabbath school pupil.

(10) Rave five cents somehow, and get a copy of the cal-
endar. Persuade others around you to procure coples also,
Do not fail to get this little daily reminder, a gnide to the
path that leads to a life of spiritual power. '

“Take a moment in the morning, a moment if no more,
It is better than an hour when the trying day is o’er.”
W. L. Hyatt brings this testimony: '

“ One of the greatest needs of our young people, if they
would keep up their interest in the message, is prayer and
the study of God’s Word. We realize that there is a neces-
gity for some aid to study, meditation, and prayer which
will help our youth to adhere to ihis custom day by day.
This need is filled by our Morning Watch Calendar. Thou-
gands of young people are learning the valus of the Morning
‘Watch, and to the falthful observahee of it hundreds have
attributed their growth in Christian life.

i1, Plans and Responses.— Thig is the time to take the
names of those who will have the 1924 calendar for them-
gelves and desire to sign the pledge, either that in the cal-
endar or the one mentioned in the first of these noteg.
Distribute these helps guickly, and also the free leaflet tell-
ing of the 1924 calendar, and then explain how they can be
used as & missionary agency to bring comfort and blessing
to others. Mention and urge the glving of the calendar to
friends for the heliday time. A special gift edition is ready
for this.purpose. It is bound in special art paper, and tied
with dainty silk cord. Tt is well termed, the De Luxe Hdi-
tion. It costs fifteen cents in a holiday envelope mailed or
ready for mailing. The plain edition, paper covers, with
iHlustration in colors, is but five cents each. The interior
of the calendar is the same in both. There is a wide field of
usefulness for this calendar. It hag become very popular
during the years; so well liked, in fact, that the big con-

of reguldr secret

vention at Colorado Springs this year voted, and had reason .

to expect, that this calendas for 1924 would reach the 100,000
mark, And especially note the opportunities of doing mis-
gionary work., Many have interested banks, and factories,
and various Christian organizations, such as the W. C. T. U,
and churches to give the calendar to their members and
friends. One business man in Virginia bought 200 copies
of the 1823 Morning Watch Calendar to give to hig factory
employees ag a Christian fellowship suggestion.

Legs than 750 Missionary Volunteers of the British Union
distributed 5,000 among their friends.

A young lady in a small Iowa fown sent copies of the
beautiful booklet to several friends, who became so charmed
as to secure from her additional copies for their friends,
until a large circle in the town were enjoying the privileges
of the Morning Watch.

Sanitarium hospitals throughout the States have placed
@ copy in every room to accompany the Gideon Bible.

Just note the good that you can do in this way. Have
some special member or a committee canvass the gituation
in your town to gee what should be done in spreading the
Morning Watch idea in your community. Present the idea
at this time, and get your members to express themselves
as to their willingness to help. The circulars will help you,
and you can have as Mmany as you can well use. They are
free. .

Reripture Helps.— These are given with the idea of your
speakers’ using gome of the thoughts and experiences from
the Sacred Word. I'ellowship with Christ: Matt. 18: 20;
Luke 24:15, 82; 1 Cor. 1: 9; 1 John 1: 3; Rev. 3: 20; John
11: 5, 36; 13: 23; 15: 15, Tellowship with God: Bx. 19: 3,
203 20:21; 24:2; 33:11; Num, 12: 8; James 2: 23; 1 John
106, T; Gen. 6:8: b:24; 12:2; Ps. 24:1-4; 25:14; Isa.
41: 10; Zech. 2: 5; John 14: 16-18; Hph. 2:18; 1 John 4: 18;
Rev. 21:3; 22: 3, 4.

Rend to Us,— If your campaign to extend.the use of the
Morning Watch Calendar is egpecially successful, write to
us here at Washington, and tell us about it. Address your
letter to the Suggegtion Corner as noted on the last page of
the GazerTE. We shall be glad to hear from you, and will
acknowledge your letter, 4U, V. W,

Junior Notes

To the Leader.— You will specially desire to read through
very carefully the Senlor Notes, particularly the part that
deals with the plans and suggestions as to the campaign
and the supplies that shounld be on hand. It may be that you

Wi.II think the Morning Watch is old, and enough has been,

THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE ,

o9

said aboul it. But remember it is. a tried and true plams
which hag helped thowsands to live better, truer Christian.
lives. Yom want the Juniors in your soclety to start right,.
and to form right habits while they are young. The Morn-
ing Watch will help them and train them, If you cannot:
get all the leaflets mentioned in the Senlor Notes, give out
the one, “ Margaret’s Morning Watch ™ (No. 66, 1 cent each),.
to your Juniors.. It is a delightful story, and will be found
very helpiul. Alse have some of the pledge slips mentioned
for distribution. Pray that the meeting may be inspiring
to the members of the society, and leave a lasting impres-
glon upon them for the forming of the hahit of daily praver
and Bible study.

2’._ Morning Wateh Drill— You, no doubt, have had these
gurlng the past year. Make this ome especially attractive,
interesting, and lively. “Sell” the idea of the Morning
Watch. In other words, make them want more of it.

8. Prfzyefr Bervice— Ask for several short prayers, with
the main theme of strength and understanding of what it
mmeans to pray ofien,

4, Reading: “ Oould ¥Ye Not Weatch? "— The following is

by J. W. Mace:

¥ It wasn’t in the rushing, roaring tornado that remt the

" hoary, rocky summit of historic Sinai; it wasn't in the

mighty earthquake that rocked the mount te its founda-
tions; and it wasn’t in the majestic conflagraiion that raged
along its wooded slopes; but it was with a still small voice
that God talked with Elijah. He spoke to Moses from the
burning bush out in the remote part of the deserts of Mid-
ian, to Joshuna at sunset on the plaing of Jericho, to Gideon
by night as he threshed In gecret; and in each case He
came with a message of deliverance and the power to ac-
complish. He speaks to us in our quiet times; when free
from daily duties, we c¢an hear His voice more distinetly.
As one writer has expressed it, ‘ The shufling of our feet
makes so much noise along the busy thoroughfare of life,
that we cannot hear the voice of God speaking peace to our
souls.’” Stop a moment in the meorning, and listen for the
megsage that may come. Keep the Morning Wateh with
Him, and know of a sursety that He will not fail to fulfil His:
promise, ‘ As thy days, so shall thy strength be.’ Let the
Morning Watch Calendar be not only a guide to your devo--
tions, but an ingpiration for every day of 19247

&. Incident: * An Flecirie Pilot.”— Have one of the Jun-
iors tell in his own words the following incident:

“ The United States Navy hag been testing a new method
of pileling a vessel toward New York harbor in a fog.
An electric cable wag laid for more than twelve miles on
the bottom of the sea. Around the cable was created an
electro-magnetic field into which the vessel sailed. The
officer on duty was able, by means of special instruments, to
‘listen in,” and steer the vesgel according to the velume of
gound from the cable. As he got away from the cable, the

sound diminished; as he drew near it, the sound increased.
The experiment i3 said to have beeu a success, and indi-

cates that it may be possible to bring boats into harbor in
deflance of the greatest enemy of mariners,

*Is there not laid through lifer some such eable which, if
our ears were keen enough, we could pick up and follow
through every fog that obscures the course of duty? There
is at least the equivalent ‘of it. ‘When our spiritual senses
are sufficiently developed (and they can be developed if we
will), we may hear the gniding voice within, This, as Jesus
gaid about the power to work certain miracles, comes not
except by prayer.
gather and blot out all moral landmarks. Would it not be
worth while to practise the Morning Watch, and become
sensitive to the volces of the spiritual world?”

6. Story: “ A Word {o Marthe.”— This can be read or told
by two Juniors, each taking a part. It is hy Mrs, Harriet
Holt:

# ¢ There goes Bather now,” thought Helen, as she saw her
sigter take the path back of the house which led into a small
grove of trees. She knew also that hidden under her sister’s
gweater was a Bible, and that Esther would not be back for
an hour at least,

“*P'd like to do that just as much as she does,” Helen’s
thoughts ran rebelliously, ‘but we're late with the work
now; dishes aren’t done, beds aren’t made, and the week’s
ironing isn’t even touched. T don’t care, 1 don’t think it’s
fair for her to take the best of the morning off like that, and
leave the drudgery for me.’

“Breathing a prayer that God would keep the jealous
thought from hurting her soul, Helen put her ehergles to
the morning tasks. She was a good housekeeper, and she
prided herself not a little on this fact. Under her quick,
skilful hands the house was soon orderly and gpotless. She
had already ironed several pieces when Hsther, radiant and
fresh from her heour with the Master, stepped in.

“fWhy, sister, that’s my task! You ghouldn’t have
touched it she said, taking the iron from her sister.

‘1 know that’s what we agreed on, but from the looks
of things I thought it wouldn't be finished, and I do hate to
have the froning lasi over during the week. Helen could

Bvery one knows that at times fops
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1‘iscar“(,fe”1y vefrain from a tmgc of sarcasm in her voice as ghe
~pnewered; bul regretting it instantly, she put her arm about
ther gister and gave her a hearty kiss. Then taking her
Bible, she follswed the path to the woods.

* %It was eleven-thirty by the lime she had reached a se-
luded spot and had opened her Bible. ‘T've but half an
hour to read my chapters, study my Sabbath school lesson,
and get back to the house,’ thought Helen to herself. °I
can’t take a minute more, for I have an appointment in two
hours, and I'll Just have time to get lunch and wash the
dighes hefore I go.’

“ &he gave a little sigh as she noticed the morning read-
ing was rather long, but bent to her task immediately, and
read every word faithfully. ‘Ten minutes to twelve! How
‘time does fly!* Five minutes for the Sabbath school Tes-
Bon, three more to memorize the Morning Watch verse, and
then a hurried prayer and a regolution to do better next
1lime. Asthe hand of her watch pointed to twelve, Helen got
up and started back to the house. She didn’t feel satisfied
-with her morning hour, not one bit; but she.didn’t see how
it could have been otherwise, She hadn’t been lazy, and
the work had Lo be done, shé told herself,

“Mhen it all flagshed before her — her way and Hsther’s,
‘She remembered guiltily that she had let herself grumble
‘aundibly when Tather had gone off without lifting a hand

" in the morning work, Mother had only smiled, and told her
to leave Esther’s share, that it would be done in time, She
had retorted that she couldn’t bear to see things messed up
%o long, and mother had replied, ‘8he *hath chosen that
wood part, which shall not e taken away from her.”’

“Down.in her heart Helen khew that Esther truly had
chosen the better way, for her life was a congtant proof of it.
Without any apparent effort on her part, she had, of late,
1ed several of her friends {o a new and deeper conseoration
‘to the Master, It seemed ag natural for her {0 say the right
word at the right time as it wag for Helen to dust the dining-
room table.

“ Before Helen left the grove that nmorning, in spite of
‘the appointment in two hours, the lunch, and the dishes, she
Mad made & new consecration, and a determination that with

‘(rod’s help, come what may, her Morning Watch with God-

would be of first hinportance; and that when pressed with
-daily duties, that time, however short, should be regular and
-unhurried, unfilled with her own plans.

“ Dear friend, are you a Martha dr a Mary? If you belong
to the first class, you may have a long struggle before you:
bt remember, Mary was sitting at the feet of Jesus, drink-
ing in the words of life, when the Saviour gaid that she had
chosen ‘ that good part; ’ and also remember that it is truly
worth while to choose ‘ that good part, which shall not be
faken away.”

7. Recitation.— The one suggested can be used (it is
found below), or another, if it is appropriate.

& Ruperintendent’s Toll— The material for this talk to
‘be taken from the Senior Notes, particularly No. 10" and
mote on Plans and Responsges, that tell of practical ways of
using and spreading the Morning Watch idea. Have some
«lefinite plan in mind for your Juniors. They may desire to
well the calendar. They certainly will wish to give,it ag a
gift to all their friends. As members, every one of them
‘will want one, Make your society a 100-per-cent Morning
“Watch sociely. Remember that there is no profit in this,
except the great profit of helping some onhe elge to get closer
+o the Saviour, and thus gain strength from above. Read
carefully all the Senior Notes, using the paris that best
;appeal and apply to your needs, You may well close by
asking your members to express themseiveg as to what they
expect to do with the calendar., Have your secretary take
notes for future use. U. ¥. w.

The Hour of the Morning

I xwgmr in the calm of the morning,
The hour consecrated to prayer,

For I know, ere I touch the day’s duties,
That Jesus will meet with me there;

And I ask that the hand of the Master,
The heaviest burdeng will bear,

The hour of the morning ig sacred, .
For angels are hovering round;

And reverent. 1 iay off my sandals,
For ’tig holy, ’'tis God’s hallowed ground,—

The calm, precious hour of the morning,
Where Christ my Redeemer is found.

And T ask Him that strength may be given

For each task that shail come through the day,
And that every sin and temptation

May be banished, and put far away; .
And that life may be filled with such blessings

Asg the Spirit of Christ ghall convey.

0, that calm, holy hour of the morning,
Ere the duties of daysare begun,
‘When my heart with my voice is uplifted
To commune with the Infinite Qne!
And with rapture I think of the future, .
When the toils of the journey are done.
— L. D. Sentee.

Devotional Meetings for December 8

Topic: Judging Kindly. '
Senior

. Hymn,

. Scrinture Reading: Matt. 7: 1-15,
Notices and Offerings.

Special Appropriate Musw
Prayer.

Talk; * Judge Not.”

‘Talk: “Ye Shall Be Judged.”
Talk: “ The Better Way.”’

. Recitation: “Just Stand Agide.”

. Open Meeting.

. Closing Song and Special Prayer,

Junior

[ R N B Ly S
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. Song Service,

. Scripture Reading: Matt. 7: 1-15.
. Annpguncements ahd Offering.
Song,

. Superintendent’s Talk.
Recitation: “Just Stand Aside.”
Stery: “Two Ways.”

. Reading.

. Round Table.

. Close with Song and Prayer.

— .

Senior Notes
Advevctése! — This ig an important topie for all of us. Tell
vour friends about it go that they may get the benefit of
the meeting., Here is the wording.of a card that you could

‘have printed or made into a poster for use in advertiging

the meeting:

A BOOMERANG!
Watch Out, and Don’t Get Hit!
Come and Learn How to Guard Yourself.

M. V. SERVICE TIME ———
PrLaoi

The Progrom.— The various parts as outlined are not in-
tended to be long., They are desighed for short talks. Fven
some of Your more timid members can help out here. See
that they have the opportunity. In assigning the parts, give
the notes to the members chosen to take part, 80 that they
may be able to read the suggesiions and work out their
talks intelligently. There should be engugh copies of Lhe
GAZETTE S0 you can clip it apart for this purpose.

Numbers 1 to §— Is there any nced of long notes on these
regular features of your program? Constantly wateh your-
self as an officer, that you do not neglect the opening and
the closing partg of your meeting. They are very impor-
tant, and should he carefully planned. They are the setting
for all the rest, and either help to may or tastily garnish
the whole, -

6. Talk: “ Judge Noi.— Look up the meaning of the word
“judging.” The use of the word here does not refer to
forming an opinion, for we must of necessity form our
opinion of people. The word is used in g censorious sense
of judging, condemmning, imputing wrong motives. How
eagy it is to form the habit of saying unkind things about
people! It is much sasier to judge a person unkindly than
to judge him justly, with a due weighing of alt the facts.
Most of the unkind things we hear or say about peodle are
not true, If you do not believe a statement, go to the trou-
ble of finding out all the facts in the case, and you may
change your mind. Most of us are too indolent or too dis-
honest to ascertain the exact truth. Some Corinthiane were
judging others becazuse they chose to eat some perfectly good
meat that had been slain in the worship of idols. To the
Christiang the idols were mere things, and had nothing
whatever to do with meat. But notice in 1 Corinthiang 8§ how
wisely Paul handled the whole question. Unkind judgment
iz often eriminal in iz resulis., Many a heart hag been
broken thereby. Many a road has been made rough hecause
of it. Many a person who might have risen to a good life
hag been pushed farther into the mire by unkind judgment.
Be careful that you do not wreck a soul for whom Christ

"died, just because you take pleasure in wrongly judging

another. Notice again the Scripture ]esson.

(See “The
Degire of Ages,” p. 314.)
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7. Talk: “Ye 8hall Be Judged.”— You do not like people
to miginterpret your motives, do,you? Well, there are many
other people in the world just as sincere as you are, just as
earnest, jusl as pure in motives. Judge others kindly, for
you want others to judge you kindly, and “ whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.”
Put yourself in the other person’s place, How wonld you
fecl there? What sort of judgment would you want? How

" wonderfully kind Jesus was in His judgmenl of others!

“ Why beholdest thou the mote? ” That really is a strange
gtory that Jesus told.
are like a man who has a whole log in his own eye, and he
comes gquintizg up to arnother man ard says, * You have a
gpeck in your eye, let me lake it out.”” Foolish man! Rirst
get the log-out of your own eye, and then shalt thou see
more clearly to help get the speck out of the other fellow's
aye’ Are you perfect that you should judge others? You
make believe you are, for you act as if you were not guilty
of the things you condemn in another, and maybe in heart
you are worse. Two ladies were talking about another.
Having digscusged her faulis and properly judged her, one
of the ladies said, “Well, isn’t it grand to be perfect our-
selves! ” Then they both laughed at the grotesque huinor
of the gituation, for they saw that .they were standing in
judgment of another, and were trying to make helieve they
were all right themselves., (See “The Degire of Ages,” p.
805.) ) .

8. Talk: “ The Better Way.”— If all the people who judge

- others unkindly, would suddenly ialke to praying for those

.ment,

they have been judging, what would be the result? Take
them to the Lord in prayer. * Pray for them which despite-
fully wse.you.” ‘ The Lord turned the captivity of Job,
when he prayed for his friends.” He will turn ug from the
captivity of censerionsness when we pray instead of jude-
ing. That person who hag done the wrong, who has been so
evil in your judgment — what good dees it do him for you
to judge him harshly? Couldn’t you help him out of that
fault? In so doing, you would gain a friend, and perhaps rid
the.person of the thing you abhor. Is not this the better
way? Think of thoge Pharigees sitting in judgment of the
poor womah. How different Jesug' attitude! *‘ Let him that
is’ without fault cast the first stone.” “ Woman, where are
those thine accusers? AH gone? Neither do I condemn
thee: go, and gin no more,” .
Additional Source Matter— Thig topic i3 closely allied to
others., Criticism often includes the matter of wrong judg-
(Bee “ Gospel Workers,” pp. 334, 447; “ The Desire of
Ages,” p. 441.) Concerning speech: Prov, 17: 27; Matt. 5:
37; Col. 4:6; 2 Tim, 1;13; Titus 2:8; James 3: 2. BEvil
gpeech: Eph. 4: 31; Titus 8: 2; 1 Peter 2: 1; 3: 10; Ps. 5: 9;
10:7; Prov. 12: 18; 24: 2: Matt, 12: 34; Rom. 8: 13. Back-
biting: Ps. 15; 3; Prov, 25: 23; 2 Cor, 12; 20, Slander: Ps.
31:13; Prov. 10: 18; Luke T: 33; Matt 9: 34. Kind words:

cGen. 50: 215 Prov, 15: 1; 25:15; Isa. 50: 4.

“ He that covereth a transggression seeketh love; but he
that repeateth a matiter separateth very friends.” Prov.
17: 9, .

“ Difficulties are often caused by the venders of gossip,
whose whispered hinls and suggestions poison unsuspecting
minds, and separate the closest friends.”—* Testimonies,”
Vol. V, p. 841,

“What a world of gossip would be prevented if every
man would remember that those who tell him the faults of
others, will as frveely publigh his faults at a favorable op-
portunity. We should endeavor to think well of all men,
especially our brethven, until compelled to think otherwige.
We should not hastily credit evil reports. These are often
the result of envy or misunderstanding, or they may pro-
ceed from exaggeration or a partial disclosure of facts.
Jealousy and suspicion, once allowed a place, will sow them-
selvgs broadeast like thistledown.”—Id., ». 58.

9, “*Just Stand Aside.”— This poem is close to the whole
problem of judging, criticism, and gossip. Have it well
rendered, -

10. Open Meeting.— This i but another phrase for the
response idea.
selveg on this topic, It comes close home; then let the tes-
timony be one of resolve and determination for the future.
A text repeated will help for a thought, ag will a quotation,

Cooper; “ Their own defect, invigible to them,
- Been in another, they at once condemn,
And though gelf-idolized in every case,
Hate their own likeness in a brother's face.”
Burns: “0 wad some power the giftie gie us

To see oursel’s as ithers see us!
It wad frae monie a blunder free us,
And foolishi notion.”

Peloubet: “ We tend to judge others by one fauli, and for-
get their many virtues; to judge the bay when the tide is
out, and the career by one mistake, The chronic fanltfinder
cannot be a true critic or judge. The smallest mind can
see flaws. The largest capacity is needed for true critieism.”

He said: “You who judge another

Encourage your members to express them-

Whately: © Ten thousand of the greatest faults in our
neighbors are of less consequence than one of the smallest
in ourselves.” .

Lyman Abboit: “ Every man who pretends to zeal in re-
form, but is zedlous only to reform his neighbor, but indit-
Terent respecting himself, is but a pretender — a hypocrite.”

« Junior Notes

Juniors, as well ag Seniors, are very apt— very prone-—
to judge other people. It may be some older person who
soems “ cranky,” or some “ gueer " hoy or girl. It may be
the -teacher who you think has done something that you
don't like, and so somehow in your mind a’ whole story
grows up around the teacher's action, and vouy are sure that
she does not likke you. Then how we all criticize other follcs
and those about us! We don't say it to their faces: we are
just cowardly enoungh to say it behind their backs., What
do you think of such aclions? During the Junior vears of
life is the time to weed out such plants from the character.
Then is the time to set a wateh over the lips, the time to
pray the prayer given in the last verse of the nineteenth
psalm.

2. Beripture Rcoding,— This may be told by one Junior
in his or her own words, giving perhaps something of the
life of that time. (See * The Desire of Ages,” for gpecial
help in the telling.)

4. Buperintendent’s Talk— The original boomerang was a
weapon used by the inhabitants of New Guinea and Aus-
tralia. It consisted of a piece of curved hard wood, which,
when thrown in a certain manner, would come back to the
thrower. Then a boomerang came to be known ag any action
of ours which comes back to us. Sir Walter Scott tells the
story of a Junior who hated his brother, and decided to do
him some injury. One day when his brother wag away,
the Junior took the gquiver of arrows belonging to his
brother, and defily split the shaft of one of {he arrows in
such a way that when shof, the shaft would aplit, and plerce
the shootfer’s eye. ‘This he placed in the quiver in such -a
way that it would be used first.” That night a noise was
heard cutgide the castle, and the youth in his alarm forgot
for a moment what he had done; in haste he chose an arrow,

cplaced it in the bow, vulled, and lo, the arrow that he had

intended to harm his brother, split, and pierced hiz own
eye. His mean action had proved itself a boomerang. So
Jesug tells ug of ovr unkind judging of anether, “ With what
meagure ye mete, it gshall be measured to you again.” Are
you kind in'your judging of others and what they do? Do
you condemn them for doing things that you yourself do?
How about 1t? '

8. Recltation: “‘Just Stand Aside— This is perhaps a
little old for some of the Juniors, and if ancther equally ag
apt can be found, it may be given instead of thig one.

7. Story: “ Two Ways.'— Have a Junior prepare either
to tell thig story or to read it. If it is to be read, be gure the
Junior ig one who can read well. The story is given below.

8. Reading~-No selection ig given for this item. In the
files of the Youth's Instructor there will he found many
interesting stories. Then there is given in the source mag-
ter noteg of the Seniors, some material that might be wuged
instead of a reading. Whatever i chosen, he gure that it
bears very clear emphasis on the subject of the mecting.

3. Round Table.— This is a chance for your Juniors to
give expression to what they think of this matter of criti-
cizing and judging unkindly. They may do this in their
own words, or may choose some of the texts given in Senior
Note, " Additional Source Material,” and reading or repeat-
ing the text, add a thought of their own. ‘There are also
given geveral gquotations that might be wsed. Encourage the
Juniors to express themselves, and to state what their de-
sire and determination is for the future as regards back-
biting and talking unkindly about others. A short season
of prayer could well close this part of the program.

Twoe Ways

“ THErE’s Petts, driving thatf lame horse again, .Tt's out-
rageous! ” and Mr. Richmond jumped up from the break-
fast table, and hastened to the window.

“Hello! ” he cried, and the sound of the wheels stopped.
“What do you mean by driving a horse in that condition?
Car’t you see how lame he is?

“Yes, I can gee it,” said Petts shortly.

“Well, why do you do it then? It's a clear cage for the
Society fer Prevention,” but here the whecls started up
again, and Mr. Richmond turned from the window, red and
angry. . ’

“ 1’11 report that fellow this very day,” he said; and ac
cordingly, one of the first things he did after reaching his
place of business was to write a letter to the society with

.
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the long name, setting forth in graphic language the inhu-
msenity of John Petts and the sufferings of John Petis’
horse. After doing this, he felt-a warm spot at his heart
all day, and when he went home at night, he told his wife,
across his bountiful dining-table, that he did not count the
day wholly lost, for he had done one good deed in it

About the time he was writing this. letter, Judge Farns-
worth, coming out of the post office with his hands full of
letters, had his attention caught by a white horse limping
painfully along; attached to him wag a job wagon, which
bore the legend, “ John Petfs. Light and Heavy Trucking,
Furniture Moved with Care.” ‘

Judge Farnsworth had a heart in which merey sometimes
got the upper hand of justice, and now it was stirred within
‘him. Perhaps the driver of the white horge felt the judge’s
stern lpok, for he glanced up suddenly, and met his eye.

If that was John Petts, he hadn’t & bad face, but it was
very much againgt him to drive guch a horse; and when
Judge Farnsworth reached his office, the first thing he did
was to take down the directory and run hig filnger down the
pages till he came to the name: “ Petts, John, Truckman, h.
16.Dover Street.”

He wrote this in his notebook, and then dropped the white,

.horse entirely out of his mind, and toolx up the papers of
a great railroad case, and after that the contested will of a
millionaire, and after that a disputed water right; and so
on, through the day. But when night came, and he get his
face homeward, he went out of hizs way to stop at No. 16
Dover Street.

“He'y at the barn, sir,” said Mrz, Petts, who answered
his knock; “if yow'll step inside, I will call him.”

“No,” said the judge, “I can do my errand just as well
there,’”’ for he intended to say some gharp-edged truths to
John Petts; but what he saw when he reached the barn
made him change his mind.

He waited a minute or 8o before going in, for even a
lawyer doesn’t always know just what he wants to say, and
while he stood there, he heard a great splaghing and rub-
bing, and a rough but kind voice, saying, ‘' Poor Dick!
‘Easy! Now the other.” - SBtepping softly inside, -he saw
John Petts, hot and tired, rubbing the lame legs of the
white horge, up and down, up and down, with many sooth-
ing words and pats. It didn’t seem to help the white horge
yery much, for when hiz master backed him, he hobbled
and cringed in a pitiful way.

_Then John Petts did a -very strange thing.  He laid his
two arms on Dick’s dusty, white back, and his face in them.

Judge Farnsworth stepped quickly out, and took a turn
or two in the small yard; and then went up to the bharn
door with considerable uniecessary noise,

John Petts was busy, measuring out some oats,

“Is vour horse sick?” agked the judge, glancing at the
hottles and pails.

"¢ Lame,” said John Petts grufily.

“TIg it anything serious?”

0" Yes‘”

“What seems to be the trouble? ”

There was no mistaking the genuine gympathy and in-
terest of the tone, and John Peity was in sgore need of
sympatliy.

“It's the pavements, they say He began to limp two
weeks ago, and he keeps getting worse.”

“Wouldn't rest help it?”

“1 s'pose so; but its pretty much the same with horges
as ’tis with folks: them that can have the rest, don’t need it;
and them that need i{t, can’t have it, T’ve favored Dick all
I can, made short days, and let many a good job go, because
it would be hard on him, but he keeps getting worge. Just
see how hot hiz knees are,” and the soft white hand fol-
lowed the rough brown one up and down the poor stifi legs,
while Dick looked at them with eyes of troubled inquiry.

“MThe doctor says if he could rest through the summer,
he might come out all right, but he can't do that. I'm a
poor man; I've only just got my horse paid for, and I can’t
buy another horse and keep this one idle, And T can’t gell
him to anybody who would buy a lame horge — just to use

up; you know how ‘twould be. If he doesn’t get well pretty
goon, I don’t see but he'll have to he killed.”

There was a burst of grief from the manger, and 3 little
Boy rose up out of it, all tears and hayseed, and throwing'
his arms about Dick's head, hugged it tightly to him.

“You shan’t kill Dick! ” he cried, in a passion of grief
anhd anger, “ my horse shan’t be killed. He’s a good horsey,
and P'll go away with him and hide him.”

“It's my-little boy,” said John Petts, brughing his rough
hand across his own eyes. “Pd forgotien he was here.
The children think everything of Dick, and many’s the
thing P've done without the last two weeks sgo that Dick
could be doctored.”

The judge looked at his watch.

“I must go now,” he said, “dbut I will tell you what 1
will do. I have a stout work horse at my place just out-
side the city, that’s really suffering for want of something
to do, and if you like, you can drive out in the morning,
and just harness Chub into your wagon, and lsave Dick till '
he gets well,

“Yes, I mean it,” for John Petts looked incredulous.
“ Dieck shall have good care, and it will be a mercy to Chub
to exercise him. Good night! ” and the judge was gone.

The next day when the agent for the society with the long
name succeeded in finding John Petts,-—and it was no easy
matter, for John was making up for lost time,— there did
not seem to be anything to say to him, for the big, fat, lazy
horse between the shaftys could by no stretch of the imagi-
nation be considered a sufferer.

But the agent wag bound to know what had Decome of
the lame horse, and after a few kind guestions, it came out
how Dick had gone into the country for hig health.

“ And I'm glad of it,” said the agent. “I wish there were
more Judge Farnsworths.”

“ 8o do §,” said John Petts heartily.

While Mr. Richmond stood waiting for a car to take him
home to dinner that night, John Petts drove slowly by with
a Inaded wagon.

“Tello! ” said Mr. Richmond to hlmself looking from the
driver to the horse, and from the horse back to the driver,
who favored him with such an unmistakable scowl that he
was lost in angry amazement, and nearly missed his car.

But he regained his spirits after dinner, and told his wife
that the society had attended to that rascal John Petfs, and
had probably taken his lame horge away {rom him; and they
had Been so prompt about it, he really believed he’d send
them a check for twenty dollars in the morning to encour-
age them.

Taking it all around, I think there never wasg a case
where every one wag so well suited.

Judge Farnsworth langhed from sheer pleasure every
time he saw the white horse browsing about, and Dick him-
gelf thought he had reached the paradise for good horses
when he felt under his poor, sore feet the cool earth and
goft grass, instead of the flinty city pavements,

Mr. Richmond, ignorant as he wag that his way of cor-
recting an evil was not the hest way, was gratified by the
prompt notice of his complaint; and the society was glad
of the check. '

John Petts and his family were thankful from morning
till night; and Chub — well, if Chub wasgn‘t quite happy, he
knew, for the flrst time, what it was to go to bed tired,
and get up and relish his breakfast, which, atter all, was a
very good thing for him.— Youth’'s Companion.

Fust, Stand Aside

Just stand agide and watch yourself go by;
Think of yourself as “he” instead of “ L”
Note clogely as in other menh you note

The bag-kneed trousers and the geedy coat.
Pick flaws,; find fault; forget the man is you,
And try to make your estimate ring true.
Confront yourself and look you in the eye —
Just stand aside and watch yourself go by.

Interpret all your motives just as though

You looked on one whose aims you did not know.
Let undisguigsed contempt surge through you when
You gee you shrink, O commonest of men!
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. Despise vour cowardice; condemn whate’er
You note of falseness in you anywhere.
Defend not ong defect that shames Four eye—
Just stand aside and watch yourself go by.
And then, with eyes unveiled to what you loathe -
To sins that with sweet charity you'd clothe —
Back to your self-walled tenement you go
With tolerance for all who dwell below.
The faults of others then will dwarf and shrink;
Love's chain grow stronger by one mighty link —
When you, with “he” as substitute for “L”
Have gtood aside and watched yourself go by

— Bdger A. Guest.

Devotional Meetings for December 15
Tomc Misgions Sur 'ue'y \
Semor Notes

No regular program is outlined for this week. There hag
been freguent mention of the Missions’ Survey, and it is to
be hoped that your committee appeinted to obtain informa-
tion on missions, has been working, and is now ready to

" bring in something of value and of real interest. There is so

-

~the nation that sent them.

much of interest to foreign mission work. Today it occu-
pies a greater and a higher place in the &yes of the world
than ever before. The September 8 issus of the Seturday
Evening. Post carried a main feature article on the worth
and the value of missionaries to the trads and commerces of
It frequently expressed this
thought, that the merchants of Ameriea or England could
well afford to stand the expenge of missions for the good it
did them in the way of opening new markets, and making
it pogsible for new areas to reap the benefits of civilization.
Therg are many parts of thig article that could well be
uged in a program. Copies may be seen at your public li-
‘hrary. Desides, our own phblications, Signs of the Times,
Review end Herald, Watchman Magazine, Youlh’s Instructor,
Missionary Readings, all contain matter of iive interest to
thoge anxious to know more of migsions; and there are the
regular union confersnce papers, and such magazines as
Current History, Qur World, Christion Herald, Currend
Opinion, Diterary Digest, Worid's Work, Missionery Review
of the World, and others.

As this is written, better news from the ferrible earth-

_quake in Japan ls coming through, yet reports all tell of

the awful conditions thers. It may be that your society
could well spend some time on mission work in Japan, and
what it has done for that country. A bit of the history of
the country, showing the part that America played in open-
ing it to the world, would be of interest. This program
should be of great inspiration to every Missionary Volunteer,

Map.— You will of course desire to use one of the big
Seventh-day Adventist maps for your meeting. Have you
one? How about the outline maps? These are very good
indeed. ‘

A suggested recitation, “ Calling,” is given.

See Junior Notes for further suggestions.

Junior Notes

Topic: Getting the World in Your Eye.
Harriet A, Clark suggests the following: -
“ Arrange your chairs in five groups, and put a large
paper sigh over each group, with the words, Europe,’ “Agia,’
¢ Afriea,” ¢ America,” ‘The Island World.,” {(The missionary
committee should make these placards beforehand.) Put
also over each group a peace flag, made of paper and colored
with erayons. As the Juniors come in, let them chooss on
which continent they will live today, and let them be ready
to tell why they 5o choose. Give to each a litfle round out-

" Iine map of the hemlsphere in which he has chosen to live.

* Begin with the migsionary hymn, ‘From Greenland’s
Iey Mountaing,” and fhen iet all repeat Psalm 24; let the
Junior leader then offer a short prayer, asking that we may
all really mean in our hearts the words we have just sung
with our lips.

. Sing another ~migsionary hymn, and then talk over with
the children in an informal way what we mean when we

_ talk of “ getting the world in your eve,” and why and how

to do it.

“Then in a short word-plcture show them what the world
wag like when this psalm wag written, and how few people
there were who realized that the earth iz the Lord’s. By
carefully studying your hist-ar}r or ai encyclopedia, and a
Bihle dictionary or the helps in your own Bible, you should
be careful to get the world in your 'own eye beforehand, as
it was at this time and in Christ’s titne, so that you can
picture it vividly to the children,

“ Now find out by questioning how much of a picture of
the world the children already have in their eyes. Ask the

20: 1-15.)
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leader to stand and close his eyes, and then tell you what
kind of picture of your own town he sees, what streets or
houses or churches or people, and what he gees ih the town
that might be made better if we were all ‘goldiers of the

. Prince.’

“ Let the children in the different continents tell you any-
thing they can of conditions in their continent, and let those
who have items of information, read them. Then let all
repeat Bible verses containing the word ‘ world.

“ Let two Juniors, who have prepared for it beforehand,
tell missionary stories, one from our own land and one
from a foreign land, of missionary soldiers who are trying
to help psople to realize that the earth ig the Lord’s, and to
make the words of the hymns we have sung come true. If
these two can be dressed in costumes and give their stories
ag Impergonations, it would help; but you\can leave cos-
tumes to the imagination, if necessary.’

{ Seripture Lesson suggested iz Psalms 24:1 and Mark
6 15.

Stimulators.—* Jegus carried the worid in His eye and on
His heart, He never went out of Palestine; and Palestine,
ag you know, ig a little country no larger than the State of
Connecticut; but He was interested in all the nations, and
was always dreaming of ways of doing them good. He used
to say to His friends, ¢ The field ig the world.! ”

“The Prince holds the world in His eye, and He intends
that the world shall be in our eye, too, He carries the world
on His heart, and He rolls the world onto our hearts also.
‘We are to carry Hig ideas to the end of the world.,”

“The last thing Jesus said before He left the world was
this: ‘ Go and make disciples of all the nations. Go into all
the world, and preach the gospel to the whole ereation.’
0Of courge we must obey, and we must begin sarly to find out
just whai this command means, It covers all the world.”

Uging some of the above suggestions, it ghould not be
difficult to work omt an interesting program for this topie.
If you have special guccess, send a copy of your program
ontline to the “ Suggestion Corner,” Missionary Volunteer
Department of the General Conference of Seventh-day Ad-
ventisty, Takoma Park, D. C. U, V. W,

Calling

“ OH, list to the voices plaintively calling
For help from over the seag!
With outstretched hands they are hopelessly falling,
Like Ieaves in the autumn breeze.

“Long in the darkness of sin they have waited
Faor the heavenly light to shine;
To them go quickly, with heart iilumined
With the lamp of life divine.

“They blindly are groping, and know not the way
. To the Father’s home above}
Ye servants of Jesus, no longer delay,
Nor withhold from them God’s love.

“ Art thou Intrusted with silver and gold?
Send it across the blue sea;
The life that’s sternal, the riches untold,
And souls, thy reward shall be.

“When Jesus shall come in His kmgdom 80 brlght
To take to Hlmsgell the blest,

With souls thou hast won shalt thou then take thy flight,
And enter into thy rest.”

~

R,

Devotional Meeting for December 22

Trr General Misgionary Volunteer Department gives an
outline and suggestions for four meetings a month, When
there are five Sabbaths in a month, one Sabbath is left open
for the program that you yourselveg will choose and work
out. It'is now near the end of the year, and you could weall
congider a mesting given over to the thought of resolves
for the New Year. You might suggest that each member
bring in a New Year’s Fesolution, these to he written out
and handed in, and then read by some other member; no
names to be signed. Or vary thig by suggesting that your
members give the New Year’s resolution that they would
like to have the “other fellow ” make out. If you do not
have a meeting on this tople, here are some suggestions.

A Worth-while Life. (Sge Ps. 37: 18-40.)

life Lessons from the "Book of Proverbs. (8ge Prov.

Patience and Its Rewards.
21:19.)

What Is Real Religion? (See Jamesg 1:15.27; John 17: 3.)
. Tihese may suggest to either Juniors or Seniors other
opics

(See 1 Cor. 13: 47; Luke
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Devotional Meetingslfor December 29

Senior

Topic: Betiar Bible Reading,
i, Twa Songs. .
2. Two Brief Prayers (remembering the toplc).
3. Tnstrumental Selection.
4. Seripture Reading: Deut. 6: 1-%9; 2 Tim. 2: 15,
5. Song: “ Give Me the Bible,” No. 498 in “Christ in
SQng.” ‘ .
6. Announcements and Offering.
7. Talk: “Read the Bible.”
8, Talk: “How to Read the Bible.”
.9, Talk: “The Bible Year.”
10. Open Meeting.
11, Closing, New Rally Song.
12, Quiet Prayer.

Junior

Topic: “ Give Me the Bible”

. Bong Service,

. Prayer.

, Seripture Reading. ;
. Bong: “ Give Me the Bible”

Talk: “The Book of Books.”
-Drill: “The Holy Bible.”

Sympostum: “Favorite Bible Characters.”
. A Testimony: “My Bible and 1.” ’
. Superintendent’s Talk: “ The Bibie Year.”
. Cloge with Prayer.

Senio.r Notes

To the Leader.— Da you read the Bibie? How much time
do you give the Bible in comparison with what you give to
rexding the newspaper, fiction, and other literature? What
method of Bihle reading da you find meost profitable? Have
on hand for free digtribution the following leaflets published
by the Missionary Volunteer Department:

No, 56. The Senior Bible Year

No. 75. With the Book of Books ......... 01
The two tracts named below are also helpful for those who
are not convinced as to the value of the Bible, They are of
the Bible Truth Series of tracts:

No. 1. The Bible the Living Word of God. .§ .01

No. 2. Do you Read Your Bible? ......... 0L
These leaflets and tracts may be obtained through your tract
gaciety. Have enough of the Missionary Volunteer Leafiets
to supply every member. -

Numbers 1 to 6— These are the opening parts, Note the
suggestion for ingtrumental music. This may be,changed
to vocal, or even g2 recitation. In choosing, see that these
features are fitting and appropriate. They should be a paz_‘t
of the whole, and should contribute in some way to the topie
under discussion. Your new officers will have heen elected
by thig time. It would be weil to have them assist in the
opening exercises. Ilo not turm the meeting over to.them,
but eourteously request them to help you, in that way lend-
ing them agsigtance that will be valuable to them when they
‘have the whole responsibility. Do as you would like to be
done by in this matter. . '

7. Fall: “ Read the Bible."— There is 2 great deal of talk,
and always has been, about the importance of reading the
Bible., All this talk and writing is useless unless we prac-
tige. The hest way and the only way to have a better Bible
reading is to read the Bible, There are many, many hoeoks
expiaining the Bible; many books about the history of the
Bible and how we got it; many books of Bible stories. Some
of these are exceilent, but ali of them can never be adequate
gubstitutes for the Bible itself. Havye vou ever read the
geripture assigned for this meeting? We try to substitute
t00 many other things for the Bible. In our studies we all
too often pick aut a little pagsage of Seripture, so that we get
the impression that the Bible is a sort of scrapbook. We
listen to eulogies about the Bible's being the greatest ook in
all the world, and we take the orator’s and the minizster's
word for it, hut we de not know it for ourselves, This is
the proposition: If we want better Bible reading, we must
read the Bible. Do we? How much of the Bible have you
read? How much time z day or a week do you spend in read-
ing the Bible? The dauntileas explorer, S8ir John Franklin,
was once, when a comparatively young man, forced to spend
a winter in a desolate spot halfway between Great Bear Lake
and Great Slave Lake in the frozen North, In a Ieiter to
his gister, written at this time, he spoke of the astonighing
way in which, during the intemse aretic silence, his Bible
broke wifh new beauty upon him. It was not the same Baok.
Everything in the Sacred Volume, and especially the cen-
fral stdry, the story of reedeeming love, atquired a mnew
glory in his emraptured eyes. The Bible was a new hook
to Frankiin for the first time, because he really read it for
himaelf.

8 Tall: “How to Read the Bible”"— Torrey gives some
good suggestions on Bible reading: “ Feed on the Bible at
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least fifteen minutes every day. Read first the Gospel of
Johm; when you have read it through once, begin and read
it through again, till you have read it five times,
the Gospel! of Luke five times in the same manner. Then
read the Aets five times; then First Thesgsaloniansg five
times; then First John five times; then Romans three times;
then Ephesians five times. Then hegin the New Testament,
and read it right through. Always read with peh ar pencil
in your hand, looking fér words, or phrases, or verses to
mark., In this way you will pay more attention to what
you read, and will get more out of it, Always, before you
read, ask God and expect God to open your eyes, that you
may behold wonderful things in His Word. It will be well
to commit at leagt one verse of Scripture to memory every
day, and alsa to commit to memory its location.” (Morn-
ing Wateh.)

Rrsp THoROUGHLY.— A Zreat educator once said, “ Master
well ane good book, and vou are an educated man.,” Master
well one bhook of the Bible, and you will have taken a long
stride toward knowing the whaole Bible. Try reading
through carefully one of the books of the Bible several
times before you start another. :

Rean CoxnNrkorEnry.—— We do not treat many booaks so
shamefully as we- treat the Bible, Most people open the
Bible at random, read a verse here and a verse there, and
then sighing, exclaim, *1 can’t understand it, I've tried
and tried.” Who would read a book of science that way?
Who would read a letter from a friend that way?

READ PRAYERTULLY.— Though the Bible in one sense should
be'read as other boolks, yet it should be more than that.
We should read the Bible, praying that God will open our
eves that we may see what He hag for us.

READ VIrarry.— A Chinese once applying far baptism at
one of our mission stations, was asked If he knew the
Sermon on the Mount.
he was asked to repeat {t. He did it faultlessly. Then the
missionary asked, “But do you understand what those
words mean?” The Chinege then told him that he had
tried and tried to learn the Sermon on the Mount, but would
constantly forget it. ITe then hit upon the plan of learning
g verge or two in the morning, and all day long would try
to practise its meaning as he thought Jesus would have him
da. After all, our Bible reading will not be of much value
if we do not live ifs principies in daily life. The Bible is
not a compendium of proof texts, to prove some theary.we
may hold. Tt is a book that polnis the way to eternal life
and salvation. Btarting with innocency in the garden of
Eden, it teils us how sin entered through disobedlence to
God. It portrays the dewnward path of sin in the race;
the many attempts on God’s part to win men back to Him;
then the greatest plan of ail, the sacrifice of Christ for us,
that at last men might be with Him in heavenly hliss and
harmony. It starts with a garden of untried chiidren; it
centery in a garden of suffering, triumphing manhood when
Christ in dgony prays, * Not My will, but Thine, be done; ”
it culminates in a city that lies foursquare; in every way
the same stalwart ity of power and beauty, the symbol of
perfect character. So God wants us to read the Book and
practige it, that we may travel through the innocency of
untried chiidhood, through the {rying experiences of life,

in such a way that we may be not only willing, but glad to

do what God wants us to do, and have Him do with ug what
He wants to do.

TeacHE IT—"1 do not know enough to teach a clags in
Sahbath school,” you have said. Try to teach, and you will
ﬂl;.d how gquickly and enjoyably you wiil Iearn to read your
Bible,

8. Telk: “The Bible Year.”— This talk is based on the
leaflet noted at the very firat of there suggestions. Have a
copy and study it, and be ready to explain the Bible Year
plan as worked out by the Missionary Voluniteer Society.
Specify and note that this is merely suggestive, for the
purpese of stimulating to hetter Bible reading. Most of
us are so constituted that we need a program and a schedule
to get the most out of life. ‘This is a schedule to make your
reading of the Bible regular and continually helpful, Teli
of the rewards offered, but nots that the greatest reward is
{n the reading of the Bible itself. Here is an incident that
will help: .

A missionary wasg once traveling in the Far West, He
gtopped overnight at z litfle shack in a secluded place. It
was one of those unrestful places where each seemed to
vie with the other in diseontented queruloushess. They had
gone west, the occupants of that humble home, to seek for
treagure, they told the visitor. They had found none. When
he left, he gaid, “ There i8 treasure hidden In your house.”
‘Weoks pasgsed, and everybody in the house was hunting the
treagure. Each, unknown to the others, would look in some
gtrange place. The man even Ltook up part of the floor, and
dug, thinking perhaps the missionary had known some
gecret, of the old cabin. One day, tired and weary and heart-
sick, the woman sat down by the window. Her eyes feil
upon an old Bible her mother had given her before they had

Then read’

On giving an affirmative angswer, -
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coma west. It carried her back to her dear mother, the little
village, the church, the Sabbath school, She began to read;
the words came Iike the running of sweet waters into her
souf. She had found the treasure. ' N

A year passed. Omne day a stranger stood at .the door
again, But wag this the same Ill-kept gshack of a year ago?
Wag this the same woman, whose sweet face he now saw?
Were these the same children? They were, and they were
not. The treasure had beautified them outside and inside,
So will better Bible reading do to you and all who read
it right.

Migs Marie Mooney brings the question close home. She
says: “ Are you one of those who last Janvary 1 determined
to read your Bible through this year, and started in with
enthusiasm and determination? Where are you now? Here
it .38 almost the first of January again, a whole year fater.
Have you succeeded in your determination? IHave you
become acquainted with all the treagures and precious prom-

" ises from Geuesis to Revelation? If so, you will want to
begin on the first of January of this year, and read it
through again; for the more we read and study God’s Word,
the more precious it becomes, Verses and chapters Which
we have read many times before, stand out with new mean-
JAng as they fit into some civcumstance of our daily life.
If you have not finished reading it through, if you belong
to that utthappy clags of people who eannot find time to read
their Bibles, then yout will gurely want to finish it as soon
a8 possible, cohsistent, of course, with an earnest, prayerful
reading. And then, when you have read the last line in
Revelation, will you want to close the Book and say, ‘I'm
"so glad I finished it at last’? Oh, no, you will close it rev-
erently, and thank God for the joy you have found in read-

ing it, and then — you will open it again at Genesis-—and

- thus will begin another Bible Year.
“If we devote fifteen minutes a day — just think of it,

only fifteen minutes a day! — to reading the Bible, we can.

finigh it in the year. The best time to devote that fifteen
minutes (it that is all we plan to give) ix in the morning
before we start on the day’s round of duties. A college
student has said: ‘ After reading the Bible, 1 can gtart the
day in happy spirits, not only with a clean conscience, but
with a conscience powerful enough to help me overcome my
temptations more easlly. I find that Bible study is one of
the greatest helps toward leading a thoroughly Christian
iife.’
“fp God. It has been a constant reminder of my ideals—a
gulde in my daily life’ :

« #“YWe gll know that failure les in giving up. But this is
a failure which will mean more than failure in mere
earthly things., If we do not keep close to God,—and what
better way than by keeping in close touch with the Book
which He has given u8 to guide us in our Christian living,
— we ghall be eternal faifures. Some gne has aptly said,
 This Book will keep you from sin. Sin will keep you from
this Book."*

Make your appeal for those who are determined to have
that freasure for the mew year. No matter if they have

_ started before, try again. Begin now. Glve out the leaflets
and get the names. :

10, Open Meeting.— This is the time for the responses.
Encourage the members to take a few minutes {o tell what
the Bible has meant to them. What has the study of the
Sabbath school lesson meant? The Morning Watch? The
reading of the Bible?

Additionel Source Matter— See the following pages in
* Gospel Workers: ” Biblé Study, 76, 98-100, 105, 106, 249-253,
281-300: Knowledge of the Scriptures, 212, 309, 312. The
writings of Mrs. White abound with comment on the Bible
and itz value. Every Missionary Volunteer should have
“ Steps to Christ.” (See pages 85 to 93.) U, V. W,

' Junior Notes

This is the Iast mesting of the old year; 1924 is spon {o
be ushered in, and how better can the children begin it than
by pledging themselves anew to daily Bible study? TYou
may not wish to uge all the numbers given here. They are
only suggestive, of course. Choose thoge which will be most
effective and can be best prepared in your society.

. 1. Song .S’qr‘véce.—— Select two or three Bible hymns, and
as the different verses are sung, lef the Juniors draw a
Iesson from them.

2. Prayer— Begin with an earnest prayer that this year
the Juniors may learn to know and love the Bible as never
betore..

2 and 4. Reripture Reading— Let Juniors read the texis
given below, explaining each text briefly before or after

. reading:

The Bible Is the Word of God. Heh. 4: 12,

The Bible is a lamp. Ps. 119: 105,

The Bible is the law of the Lord, Ps I:1, 2

Children need God's Word. Deut. 11: 18, 19,

We should know our Bible. 2 Tim. 3: 14-16.

We should search the Scriptures. John 5: 389, -

How to read the Bible. Acts 17: 11,

Another says, ‘ Dally Bible study has kept me close.

At the close of this seripture lesgon, let all join in singing
from the very heart, * Give Me the Bible.”

& Talk: “The Book of Books”—This is baged on Mis-
slonary Voluuteer Leaflet No, 75. With thorough prepara-
tion an older Junior (or perhaps a Senior) should impress

-upon the minds of all what a wonderful book is our Rible..

6. Drill: © The Holy Bible.”— Nine of the younger Juniors,.

holding up the letters H-O-L.Y B-}B-L-E, shounid give these
versey from memory. ’
. 7. »S'y_mposium: “ Favorite Bible Characters.”— The Juu-
iorg enjoy J;ef]ing Bible stories. Give them ten minutes in
which to give a brief sketch of their favorite Bible char-
acter. In order to bring out real lessons, of course, these
should be prepared in advance. 'The following are SuEZ-
gestive:

“Noah is a favorite because he believed and obeyed Goa.
It seemec} foolish for him {o build an ark. There gseemed ho
need of it. And perhaps the people laughed .at him when
pe was at work. But he was right. We can rever go wrong
if we keegg close to God, as Noah did. To obey God today
saves us from many danhgers, just as obeying God save
Noah and all bis house. ! vine ¢ ved

“ Peter is a favorite becanse he repented, He denied his
Lord and swore that e never knew Him. But he came
back, and Jesus forgave him. And he fully made up for the
wrong he did when he denied the Lord. .It takes a great
man to confess his wrong-doing, and begin over again: and
Peter did thls. Omne slip should not spoil a life,

“John the Baptist iz loved because he was a fighter. He
loved everythiug that was good, but he hated everything
that was evil, More than that, he spoke out bravely and in
plain words. He even told the king that he was a sinner,
and needed pardon, We need brave men toda¥ to speak
plainly, and tell people of their wrong-doing:; we need men
who will ‘ﬁght evil wherever it is found.”

8. A Testimony: “ My Bible and 1."— If theve is n white-
haired grandpa in the church, ask him fo give thig little
poem, gtgnding with his open Bible in hand. It will make
a deep impression upon the ehildren as a personal testimony
of one who for years has raade the Bible a daily eompanion.

9. Supcrintendent's Palk: “The Bible Year.'— This should
be brief, but it should help the Juniors to decide definitelyx
that they cannot afford to begin the year 1924 without the
Bibie ag a daily eompanion. Do they want to develop char-
deters like the favorite Bible chardcters of which they have
just told? The Bible will kelp them do it. (For further
ideas, gee Senior Notes-on talks Nos. 7, 8, and 9.)

At some point in the talk ask “ the finishers *— those whae
have finished the Bible Year during 1928 — to come forward.
and present them with Bible Year certifieates.  You maw
wish to use the following story:

“ A young artist who was taking lessons from a great man..
was once asked to paint a certain scene. He took great
paing with it, and when it wag finished, he showed it to his
magter. The master looked at it a while and said, “It iz
good, but take it home and finish it.”” The youth thought it
was finished, but he took it home and worked upon it some
more. The more he Iooked at it, the more places he dis-
covered that might be made better. Then he took it to the
master once more, and the master said, ‘ It is good, but finish
it.” Again the young man worked on it, making improve-
ments here and there, and again he took it to the master.

. ‘Winish it sald the magter. At last the young man said:s

‘It is finished. I ean do no more with it.’ The master
smiled. ‘It is very good,’ he said, ‘but I wanted to teack
the lesson of doing a thing to a finigh, making your work
the very best possible.”” .

Then while the Juniors have caught the spirit, from see~
ing “the finishers” receive their certificates, present the
enrolment plan for 1924, Give each Junior a Bible Year
TLeafet, No. 55. Some may follow the gtudy osutline whe do
nof have the courage to sign the enrolment blank. But
have a good supply of M. V. Blank No. 6 on hand to pass
out, ard irrge each one to gigh. Or, it will appeal to the-
Juniors more if you have a touch of artistic gkill, and car-
prepare little booklets tied with ribbon, perhaps am operm

Bible sketched on the front, and printed ingide some- such.

pledge as this: .
MY PROMISE

From today

I promise, God helping me, to read my Bille every day,.
to pray daily, and to do ali I can to tell others about Jesus..

Name

Take up the pledges, and while the collectors:stand' with»
them in hand, close the meeting with a short, earnest prayer-
that each Junior may be able to keep the pledze madée, ands -
learn to love the Bible more during 1924, 5. H.

H
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The Holy Bible

Huavew and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not
pass away,

O how love 1 T‘hy law! it is my meditation all the day.
Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold weondrous
things out of Thy law.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
tsaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
Shearts to' the Lord.

Yeu, in the way of Thy judgments, O Lord, have we walited
for Thee; the degire of our soul is to Thy name, and to
the 1’emembranee of Thee.

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of
the Lord. Blessqd are they that keep His testimonies,
and that seek Him with the whole hedrt,

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. And the Word was mads
flegh, and dwelt among us, . . . full of grace and truth.

Being born again, nmot of corruptible seed, but of Incorrupt-
ible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
forever.

Lo, I come: In the volume of the Book it is writien of Me,

1 delight to do Thy will, O my God yea, Thy law g
within My heart.
Tvery word of God is pure: He ig a shield unto them that
i put their trust in Him,
— Selected.

My Bible and I

We'vn traveled together, my Bible and I,

‘Through all kinds of weather, with smile or with sigh,
In sorrow or sunshine, in tempest or calm,

“Thy friendship uwnchanging, my lamp and my psaln.

Weve traveled together, my Bible and I,

“When life had grown weary, and death e’en was nigh,
But all through the darkness of mist and of wrong,
1 found thee a golace, a prayer, and a song.

Bo now who ghall part us, my Bible and 1?

Bhall ism, or schism, or new lights that try?

‘Bhall shadow for gubstance or stone for good bread
Supplant its gound wisdom, give folly instead?

Ah, no, my dear Bible, revealer of light,
Thou sword of the Spirit, put error to fiight;
And still through life’s journey, until my laat gigh,
We'll travel together, my Bible and 1.,
——.G’elected.

Missionary Velunteer Programs for
Advanced Schools
For Week Ending December 1
Topie: Morning Watch Promofion.

Kindly observe the various “ helps ” suggested in the Sen-
ior-Notes for this date. Thers are the leaflets and the pledge
slips and the advertising matter, all avallable in effectively
and efficiently promoting the Morning Watch, The adver.

tising leaflet can be obtained free from the tract society, ’

and gives suggestions as to ways and means of using the
Morning Watch Calendar for the benefit of other organiza-
tiohs and groups of people. The calendar is unusually at-
tractive this year, printéd in two colors, and your cholee
of the gift De Luxe Edition or the regular utility editfon,
After first making sure that every student in your college
will have a copy. plan ways of furnishing the calendar 1o
‘hotels and organizations and friends who are not of this
faith. Make the new year brighi for many with the Morning
‘Watch, Remember —

The Morning Watch Will Help You

“Té ljve the life that wins

To find true happiness in the. everyday of life.

To live so that your life will explain your profession.

To be move cheerful, more kind, more helpful at home,

o be a bettér friend among your friends.

To keep your tongue from sneaking the unkind word, and from leavmg
ihe loving word unspoken.

“To have wisdom to see the right, eourage to choose it, strength to do it.

CAn inexpensive booklet that will do thess things should,
your soclety will agree, be spread far and wide, that its
‘inflpence may be extended.

For Week Ending December 8

“Topic: Criticizing, Judging

This is a very sensitive topie; that is, it is apt to come close
“home and touch us, Our diseussion may act as a boomerang.
‘But it should be taken in hand and digcussed. It is a sob-
ject that is closely allied to gossip, All these are of prime
importa.!me in school life. Handle the topic in & congtructive
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way, ot spending so much time in mere denunciation,— we
all know that it is bad~~but {n a4 practical way of over-
coming, and in plans that will help to make your college
capable of resisting the effects of this evil. Why oot form
an anti-eriticizing or anti-gogsining soclety? Then check up
from time to time as to Its effectiveness, Empower its
members to call a halt on the premature judging and criii-
cizing. Youn will find that such a camypaign will bring a
good infiluence into your school, (For helps, see the index
of the writings of Mrs. E. @. Whits.)

Tor Week Hndimg December 15
Topie: Missions Survey.

Thizs may be either a survey of missions the wide world
over, or & survey of some of the.good things that your 4if-
ferent bands have been producing. Here ig a suggestion for
advanced study: How have the misgions established by this

denomination opened up the country and . paid for them--

gelves in tithes and offerings amd the egtablishnrent of
schools and sanitariums?

For Week Ending December 22

No topic has been chogen for this date. The Senior Notes
suggest several,

For Week Ending Decem])er 29
Topic: * What Wil the New Yeor Mean fo Me?"

For those students who are still at the school, not kaving
gone home during the holidavs, it would be well to have a
testimeny meeting in answer to the above questiom. 1Tt
should be a consecration service. The New Year is a fltting
time to cast a glance over the past and to Jook Inmto fhe
future. What are your resolutions and determinations, God
helping you? What are your ambitions and your aims?
Make the meeting practical for the smaller group present,
Have a lively song service and a real prayer service.

The Suggestion Corner

Please note that this i8 YOUR cormer — yours to give suggestions to
others, yours to ask for suggestions. If you have a good idea that youw
feel will help some other society, make the suggestion to this cormer.
If wou wish help in your society meetings, the General Department will

be very glad to give sither by letter or, if of general intewest, im this.

section of the Gagzette. Address The Suggestion Corner, Missionary
Volunteer Department, General Conference, ‘Fakoma Park D. ¢,

Special Songs

You'tL not forget the Rally Song! Have a large supply on
hand. Remember, they cost but 75 cents a hundred, and that
includes the gheet with two songs on if. Many have sent
for the very pleaging song, “ It's Bright Inside,” and we have
promptly forwarded the orders to the author of the nmsie,
Mr. C. A. SBmith, Pacific Press, Mountain View, Calif. Re-
member, two coples for five cents. Send orders direct to
this a,ddressl.

Gazette Topics for 1924

THE program topics for the new vear are ready. If you
desire to know their order during the year, send to the
General Department at ‘Washington, and we ghall be glad
to supply you with copies, as long as they shall last, free.
Address: Misslonary Volunteer Department, General Con.
igléinfe, Takoma Park, D. C. Agk for " Qazwrte Topicy for

. L

Topics for January

THE gelected toples for the first month of the new year
are ag follows:

January &§— How to Win AIl Through the Year.
the “how ' side of the topic.)

January 14-—The Foundations of Belief.

danuary 19.— What About Our Reading?

Jaonuary 26— Origin, Nature, and Result of Sin.

You bave probably heard by this time that 1924 is desig-
nated ag Standard of Attainment year,—a year to refresh
to renew, to Isarn more about the doctrines that we as Yo‘ang
people hoId, why we hold them, and what they mean. To
help out in this there will e a seri&s of studies on various
Bible truths, January 12 and 19 are the first two. These
should give impetus to your Standard of Attalnment Work.
Your whole society should be able to Pass an examination
in June.

(Accent

Visualizing Your Reports
Nexr month the Suggestion Cormer will have a short
article telling how the Teport of missionary work done
(which usually deals only with a row of figures) can he
made to live before the eyes of the young' peopls, Watch
for this, you new officers.



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

