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Excellent Counsels

« Have not ¥ written to thee excellent things in counsels and
knowledge$ ? Trov. 22: 20. ’

This straight question the great Head of the church puts up
squarcly to every church officer. Anticipating all their per-
plexities conneeted with the various activities of the church,
Jesus has provided just the help needed in His “excellent ”
* @ gounsels,” written expressly for and addressed to the ehurch,

much of it directly to chureh leaders.

The very help required to keep up the sp1r1tua1 life; the
missionary spirié; the spirit of faithfulness in the payment of
tithes, and the spirit of sacrifies in géving Liberally and steadily

" to missions,

Every motive of heart and mind is appealed to in these
“ gxeellent ¥ ¢ gounsels,”” The Spirit of God has taken of the
“things of God"” and presented them in the most atbraetive
light, and in the mosgt foreeful and appealing manner,

Have you read these “exccllent” “counsels”? Have you
used them? Only those who are familiar with the rieh in-
struction in the spirit of prophecy can answer this question
intelligently, “ Have not I written to thee exeellent things®?
Have I not? Can you, brother church officer, answer, ¢ Yes,
indeed, excellent thingg; gems, treasures, the wisest counsel to
be found; every phase of life i3 covered. Yes, we read these
counsels daily. We uge them in the prayer meeting, on the
Sabbath, and in the migsionary meetings. Our wvery best
thoughts and highest ingpiration we obtain from these ex-
cellent writings.,” This is the answer from every live, gpiritual,
suceessful church elder, missionary leader, and treasurer.

By setting such an example to the people, you will not only
feed and lead them aright, but you thus encourage them to read
for themselves; and so muech of your trouble and most of your
perplexities will be solved. This Is the very material provided
by the Lord to oil the wheels of church activities; to keep the
c¢hureh alive and working at the highest point of efficiency.

. The missionary energy required to carry this world-wide gospel
message to the very oulposts of earth’s habitable houngds, is
found couched in appealing language and easy to be under-
gtood in the writings of the Spirit of God. And when hounored
by us in their proper and constant use, our work will alse he
honored by the Spirit of God, and thus the people will be
mightily moved to keep in line and fully do their part until
the work is done.

Many faithful workers are reading these * counsels” over
and over again, and eaeh time with a new interest. Thus they
find gems before undiscovered, and are heing rewarded as the
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miner is rewarded ag he works the gold mine or the diamond
field, or the pearl hiinter as he discovers the hidden treasure,

Do all in your power, fellow church workers, to lead the
people in a systematie, daily, constant reading of all the writ-
ings of the spirit of prophecy, and watch for big resulis.

An example: Two churches were ranged side by side at a
reeent mesting. The one church was being led away from the
truth by the teachings of a false prophet. The pastor and his
wife were in the lead, and church officers and a majority of
the members were deceived into the belief that they were join-
ing a reform movement. All this tremendous evil resulted from
the ¢ncouragement given to this church by the example of these
unfaithful officers in the reading of matter sent out that had
been condemned by the Goneral Conference, the union confer-
ence, and the loesl conference. These church officers had also
permitted the authors of this pernicious reading matter to
gpeak in the church over which they had been placed as shep-
herds of the floek; notwithstanding they had been warned by
the eonference committee wot to grant sueh a privilege. The
gure results were reaped. The minister lost his credentials and
his influence and place in the message. This church was di-
vided, some never to recover themselves, others finding iheir
way back to the truth.

The eontrast: The elder of the other church arose, and read-
ing: from © Testimonies,” Volume IV, that which, if it had been
written for the oceasion, could not have heen more to the point,
clearly presented to his church and to the other, exactly where
CGtod would have them all stand; with the result that not one of
hig members was carried away with the delusion, This man had
been reading the ¥ excellent?” ¢ counsels,” and the church prof-
ited by it. Go thow and do likewise.

A member of another church said at a recent mecting:
“When T see a minister or a chureh elder enter the ehurch on
the Sabbath or on prayer meeting night, with_ the Bible and
geveral volumes of the * Testimonies” in his hands, I say to
myself, ¢“ Now I kmow we shall have a good meeting” And
so it is. G. B. BTARR.

The Peacemakers

“ BressED are the peacemalkers: for they shzll be called the
children of God” Matt. 5:9, This benediction rests upon
those who aceomplish peaee in their own lives, and whose serv-
ices lead otherg to the same end. “ Ye are our epistle written
in our hearts, known and read of all men,” ¥Eph 3:2

The daily life of the professed Christian cannot escape ob-
aervation, or fail to leave an impression. All classes recognize
and eomment upon the right or wrong as expressed in our lives,
‘Waveg of influence for good, for the high standard in Christ, or
for a lowered standard, are constantly being exerted by every
Chrigtian, We are exhorted: “ Let your light se shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
TFather which is in heaven” Matt. 5:16. In these intense
times, the life of the Christian is the only version of the Bible
many will attempt o read, and this version is read by people
of all tongues wheresoever Christians may be. No one can live
a vietorious life to himself, for others will conmneet with it,
Neither can one continue a dying life unte himself, as others
will follow hiz example to death.

The ehurch is eomposged of membery who have acknowledged
the message of present truth, and aecepted of God’s offered
merey, Many make only a feeble effort to win everlasting life,
gome stumble over others’ faults, while others run ahead with
what they suppose to be new light. With some their asso-
ciation with the chureh is such that fheir influenee results in
eonfusion, ever presenting itself much like a troubled sea east-
ing up mire and dirt. “ The way of peace they know not; and
there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them
erooked paths: whosocver gosth therein shall not know peace”
Isa, 59: 8,
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But some are zober, vigilant, watehful, whose lives warn the
unruly, eomfort the feeble-minded, support the weak. They
are patient toward all men. Against these the waves of wnrest
unceagingly beat, but God is their rock, and they eannot be
moved. With unceasing efforts they exercise all their resourees
to win souls from the fetters of sin and unrest. Their preatest
joy iz fourd in souls experiencing deliverance and peace.

Tt is » blessed service to besome laborers together with God.
The great heart of the Omnipotent emptied the treasury of His
resources to deliver man from sin and death. He has made
provision that the peacemalker may, if faithful in his serviee,
share in His joy. There is no higher honor, no greater wealth,
no purer joy, than to exercise those characteristics which Christ
imparts from His ownt life to the diligent laborer to aceomplish
pesee.

" Wheever, by the quiet, unconseious influenee of a holy life,
shall reveal the love of Christ; whosver, by word or deed, shall
lead another to rencunee siu and yield his heart to God, is a
peacemaker.’—* The Mount of Blessing,” p. 46.

Such service is the only means available for settling chureh
difficulties and promoting growth and aectivity, which is the
goal of attainment for all of our churches.

“ These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might
have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
poad eheer; I have overcoms the world.” Jehn 16: 33.

Hamilton, Bermuda. H. W. CARR.

Dealing with the Erring

How to deal with erring chureh members in a manner to
maintain the high ideals set for the church, and at the same
time save, if possible, the fallen brother, iz one of the greatest
problems that comes to the church and its officers. Fortunately,
the Bible contains much instruction aleng this line,

While the primary objeet of the church is to preach the
gospel, its seeondary duty iz to shepherd’ the flock that has
accepted the gospel’s invitation, A failure here largely eounter-
acty the evangelism of the church.

If we keep in view the real object of church diseipline, we
shall know hetter how to procced. The apostle Paul writes,
« Brethren, if a.man he overtaken in & fault, ye whieh are
gpiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; con-
gidering thyself, logt thou also be tempted.” Gal. 6: 1. From
this instruetion, we see that the firgt objeet is to restore the
erring. It is true that we must maintain the purity and
dignity of the church; but to do this at the sacrifiee of a soul,
ig to gain the shadow and losg the object. I fear that we some-
times are unwise in dealing with those who have gone astray.

“ Help me to feel another’s woe,
To hide the fault I see;
The mercy I to others show,
That merey show to me.”

The erring may be divided into two groups: those who will-
ingly confess their sins, and those who are obstinate. There is
also difference in the offense, as well as in the postion held in

. the churek by the offender, which must receive carveful eon-
gideration,

Sometimes we find brethren careless in things of which we
understand the Bible to disapprove, to whieh the world in gen-
eral pays no attention. When a brother or sister is known to
be in this position, it iz the duty of some one to have a
-confidential talk with such, If the member acknowledges his
error and changes his eourse for good, as a rule it is best
to drop the question, and thank God that the erring one is
restored. If it has become gencrally known, it is quite sasy
to get the restored one to mention the matier at the prayer
meeting. He can say that he is sorry he did wrong, that he
has repented to God, and hopes the brethren also will for-
give him.

Some who are overtaken in a fault, make full confession,
The ehurech should always pardon such. If the fault is of a
nature not to bring reproach uponr the chureh, the question
should be dropped, with such admonition as is thought neces-
sary. On the other hand, the sin may be of sueh a nature as
to bring reproach upon the c¢hurch. In this ease we should
freely forgive if the offending one truly repents, yet the chuveh
should take setion to make it clear that it does not approve
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of such a conrse. Sometimes a period of probation is sufficient,
with the admonition that the ome having done the wrong make
a special effort to bring the church and himself into the right
light before the people. But work for co-operation between the
erring and the ehureh. Mueh will be lost if we fail to do this,
If the offending one helds an official position in the chureh,
another should be asked to take that. .

Those who either- deny or execuse their sins, are far harder ,
to deal with, Mastthew 18 gives definite instruetion how to
deal with such. It must be remembered that they are naturally
on the defensive. Therefore we need to be the more tactful in
approaching them, Make a special effort to aveid publicity,
and let them know that you are doing so, In this way it will
be much easier to gain their confidence. Without' their con-
fidence, we ave almost sure to fail. Before visiting them, pray.
Then pray with them, If you easn, get them to pray with you
—the vietory is often won while they are praying, If after
carrying out Matthew 18, we win the one at faulf, then we
should deal with this one as with others who confess. If we
fail to restore him, there is nothing left for us to do, hut to
drop him from church membership. And even when that is
done, we should still work for his salvation.

It is a serions matter to drop one from ehursh fellowship.
If the instruetion of Matthew 18 is followed, the deeision is
ratified in heaven; while on the other hand, we may find the
blood of & lost soul upon our garments,

Muech is lost in giving publicity to the fanlts of our brethren.
None of us wish to have the church disseet ws. Tor this reason
it is best to have a small committee (perhaps only one at first)
handle gquestions of this kind. This eommittee will keep in
touch with the ehurch elder, Many times things can be settled
by this committee without ever coming before the body as a
whole. Before a member iz disfellowshipsd, or any importank
step taken in a case, the chureh must have the final say, But
I repeat, the less publicity the better.

In the text cited it iy pointed out that the spiritual are the
ones to undertake to restore the erring., It often happens that,
the very omes least fitted to do this, are the ones who have the
greatest burden to undertake it. They seem to think that God
has laid upon them the respongibility of keeping their brethren:
right, They often do far more harm than good. They often
cause the unfortunate one fo elose the heari{ against all ap- '
proachos.

There is one other point I wish to mention. We find some,.
who after having been dealt with by the church for their sins, -
take the matter to the conference president, or mission dirvector.
Should it be true that the one has not reéeived help in the best.
mannor, it will be wise to refer the case back to the local elder
and get him to give the matter reconsideration. The wise ex-
ecutive will earefully guard the authority of a local chureh and
its officers. It will seldom. he necessary for this official to deal
directly with the brother in guestion. Churches usually will
give due consideration to the adviee of the conference president.

W. E. LANIER.

Biltmore, N. C,

Amazing Transformation

“THE Lord Jegus is making experiments on human hearts.
through the exhibition of Hiz merey and abundant grace. He
iz effeeting transformations so amazing that Satan, with all
his triumphant beasting, with all kis confederaey of evil united
against God and the laws of His government, stands viewing
them, as a fortress impregnable to his sophistries and delusions.
They are to him an incomprehensible mystery. The amgels of’
God, seraphim and cherubim, the powers commissioned to co-
operate with human agencies, look on with astonishment and
joy, that fallen men, once children of wrath, are throuwgh the
training of Christ developing characters after the divine simili-
tude, to be sons and daughters of God, to act an important
part in the occupations and pleasures of heaven.

“To His chureh, Christ hag given ample facilities, that IHe-
may. receive a large revenue of glory from His redeemed, pur-
chased possession. The chureh, being endowed with the right-
sousness of Christ, is His depository, in which the wealth of’
His merey, His love, Hig grace, is to appear in full and final
display,'— General Conference Bulletin, Feb. 27, 1898, p. 409..
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Home Missionary Bepartment

Spring Missionary Activities
(Suggestion Program for Use in Churches Where
Opportunity Es Afforded)

OrpENING Sowe: “ Lift Him Up,” No. 520, ¢ Christ in Song,”
or No, 1252, “ Hymns and Tunes.”

Prayer.

Bible Study: “Sowing and Reaping”

Missionary Report of the Church.
°Song: “Harvest Time,” No. 588, “Christ in Song,” or No.

1256, “ Hymng and Tunes.”

Hermon or Reading: “ Spring Missionary Activities.”

Call for Conseeration to Serviee,

Offering for Home Missionary Work.

Closing Song: “ Here Am I, Send Me,” No. 641, “ Clrist in

SBong,” or No. 1069, “ Hymws and Tunes.”
Benedietion.
Note
The wmisgionary theme for the month of April is ¢ Spring
Missionary Activities,” We have prepared a suggestive pro-
gram which ean be followed by those who do not have time to
prepare material on this topiec. Kivdly give this matber the
consideration it merits, and plan ahead for an interesting pro-
gram in behalf of the gpring missionary activities, This is a
subject which shonld be givon mueh study and prayer, in order
to adapt it to local conditions and needs. Tn the eall for con-
goeration to serviee, let the response he expressed in the manner
thought most fitling by the one in charge of the gervice.
E. I, PETER&ON,

Sowing and Reaping
1. WHEN sghould the seed of gospel trmth be sown? Heel
11: 6.
2, How extensive should he gospel seed sowing? Isa. 32: 20;
Feel. 11: 1, 2. !

3, What experiences show the need of looking after the seed
once it is sown? Luke 8:12-14. .

NoTE—~ Many who receive us and aceept our efforts in their
hehzlf have an after-experience represented by the sced sown
by the wayside which canmot take root in the hard ground, and
it is secessary to “ break up your fallow ground * (Jer. 4: 3}

‘ or, in other words, lead the people to see their necd of making
the principles of truth operative in their own lives. The seed
sown on the rock represents a class who need a deeper expe-
rience, and a continued personal interest in them will help them
to secure it, They also need help to kmow how to meet and
overcome temptation. That sown among thorns represents the
clags who may receive our efforts gladly at first, but unless
shown the value of things eternal, they will allow the cares of
life to ghoke out the desire fo attain Christian character.

4. What result is promised from the sowmg of the gospel
seed? Tsa. 55:19, 11; 61:11.

5, What encouragement is given to all who engage in service

for God? 1 Cor. 15: 58,

6. What shonld accempany our efforts to win souls? DPs.
126: 5, 6.

Nore~— It is evident from the expression “sow in tears”
that deep and sineere inlervest accompanies effectual Christian
work, which involves earnest supplication and prayer. To all
such seed sowsrs, there is the happy assurance that they shall
return from the harvest field rejoiecing, bringing their sheaves
with them. .
© 7. What two classes of workers will rejoice together in the
time of the harvest? Jolm 4: 36-38. (INote especially the last

part of verse 36.)

Spring Missionary Activities

SPRINGTIME ig primarily the season of seed gowing. The
husbandman knows he must sow the seed if he expects to reap
a harvest Iater on. The same prineiples which govern in the
natural world rule also in the spiritual. The unplanted seed
vields no harvest. The seed must be placed in properly pre-
pared soil, and then the rain and sonshime eause it to Dring
forth a harvest in dme time. So in spiritual matiers, the seed,
which is the word of God, must be carried forth inte the fleld,
which is the world, and planied in humau hearts and minds,
which furnigh the soil. TUnder the blessing of God, the seed thus
gown will in due time yield a harvest in souls horn inte the
kingdom of grace.

While there is no season of the year when it is inappropriate
to seatter the good seed of the word of God with £zl assurance
of a bountiful harvest, yet therve is something about the spring
of the year that makes it suggestive as a very appropriate time
to sow the gospel seed. All nature gives evidence of the new
life springing forth after the dormant period of the winter
months. In the city suburbs and in rural seetions one sees the
tiller of the seoil busily sowing the seed in the field, or the
market gardener preparing the soil and planting the seeds and
bulbs which will canse his heart to rejoiee later on as he sees
the abundant increage from his patient toil. The ecattls and
sheep are grazing in the fields of new and living green, and the
song birds in the tree tops, flitting from limb to limb, give
assuranee that the long winter is past and that the little
warblers find it safe to return to us from the Southland. The
buds on tree and bugh burst forth into leaf, blossom, and fruit,
indicating new life and consequent growth to maturity., Teo the
dwellers in town and eity, the balmy air and the inereased
vehicle traffic, with the visible preparabion for renewed activities
in the commercial world, suggest that the season for lamnching
out into new enterprises and plans has arrived, and one nat-
urally feels an added impulse to go forward with the advaneing
season in renewed effort to plan for a harvest in due time as
just reward for the Iabor performed.

Ag suggestive of some lines of missionary activities appro-
priate to plan for in the spring, are —

1. The Big Wock effort with literature, in behalf of the Mis-

sions Press Extension Fund.
Systematie follow-up work after this literature effort.
. Work for the blind.
. Providing and filling reading raecks.
Making the auntomobile a vehicle for literature distribution,
. Preparation for placing literature in switable public places
in connection with swmmer pleasure resorts.
. Home-foreign migsionary work.
. Continnatien of other lines of serviee hegun earlier in the
year.

The Big Week effort for 1924 iz to fake place April 19-26.
This effort looms np just now as a great faetor in extending the
meseage to earth’s remotest bounds through the printed page,
and merits the support amnd active co-operation of every he-
liever. Think of what it means fo spread the message in
printed form among all natiens of the earth. All can have a
part in aceomplishing this great work., The seed sown during
the Big Week of April 39-26 will need cultivation and care,
if it i1s to bring forth fruit to perfeetion, The people who
manifest special interest in religious things, as a result of ths
interviews conneeted with the Big Week effort, ghould be re-
vigited and encouraged. Addifional literature will be ealled
for by some, Bible studies and personal work will meet the
need of others. Let us remember that the eultivation of the
field after the seed sowing is an important factor im securing
a good harvest later on. ,

Another line of missionary endeavor which is worthy of most
hearty co-operation, is work for the blind. In every commu-
nity there are blind people, many of whom are blind spiritually
as well as physically, and their oppertunities for reading Chris-
tian literature are very limited, compared to those of seeing
peeple. Why not make it a part of the missionary work of
every church to seareh out all the blind people in the com-
munity, and furnish the names aud addresses to the General
Conference Home Missionary Department, Takoma Park, D. C.,
with a view to the necessary arrangements being made fo fur-
nish these people with the Christion Record@? This is one of
our own denominational periodicals, published in Ameriean -
Braille and in New York Point, and we should make a special
effort to see that it is placed where it is needed and will be
appreciated. Where there are institutions for the blind, a
committee should be appointed to wvisit these institutions and
arrange for literature to be placed within reach of the immates.
All literature work should bhe followed up by the taetful, per-
senal touch of the gospel worker., We hope to receive a list of
the blind people in North Ameriea, so-that, in co-opération with
the editor of the Christion Record, we may plan for definite
and agpgressive work in giving these people the third angel’s
message.

Ag the spring geagon opens up, it ig an excellent time to plan
for more extensive Christian help work. Many aged and infirm
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persons will appreciate help in preparing their gardens and do-
ing the spring cleaning up around the premises, Flowers ean bs
earried to the sick and to the shut-in in a friendly spirit, and
in sume cases fresh vegetables are equally welcomed by those
who c¢annot raise them. Such small personal favors may open
the way for more direet spiritual work later on.

Spring is a good time to plan for, establish, and maintain
reading racks for providing literature in railway amd street-car
stations, where people are constantly waiting to board a train
or car. In every church, cne or motre persons should be ap-
pointed or volunteer to look after this feature of the work,
faithfully keeping the racks well filled with clean eopies of our
attractive periodicals, magasines, and tracts.

Ag the spring season advances, automobile travel through the
country increases, and it is a good plan to prepare bumdles or
packages of our lterature to be distributed to people driving
from plaee to place. Carried in your own automobile, a package
of literature can be thrown to a farmer working in the fields
adjacent to the road, or laft near the rural mail hoxes to he
picked up by the families coming after mail,

It is none too early to plan for definite representation of the
truth at the summer resorts. Many of onr ehurches are located
at or near such places, and should plan for. greaber activity in
reaching the people whe throng these resorts. Try the plan
of having a literature booth on or near the board walk. Com-
bined with a restroom, a writing-room, or the sale of some suit-
able line of merchandise, and placed in chargs of the right per-
son to win the heart of the pleasure seeker to that which is of
greater satisfaction than the world can offer, a great work can
he done. This would require some outlay of means, but several
churches could unite in meeting the expense and providing at-
tendants. Open-air service on Sunday evenings might also he
arranged, Study this summer-resort problem as you never have
before, and let us see our opportunities and avail ourselvss of
them in behalf of our King, who bids us go into the highways
and hedges and invite all, both high and low, to come fo the
marriage supper of the Lamb.

Then there is work for our foreign neighbors. As the ssason
opens up, foreign community visitation should he planned for.
It has been found very helpful to start outdoor meetings in
these sectioms. Another good plan for becoming acquainted
with these people is te conduct a story hour for the children,
thereby gaining the good will of the parents and opening the
way for more personal endeavor in their homes,

We are glad to announce that Present Truth is now furnished
in the foHowing languages:

Boheniian Danish-Norwegian
German French

Greek Hungarian

Ftaliam Polish

Russian Stovakian

Swedish

Present Truth in these elevan languages covers a series of
eight topies, which enabls one te earry on a suceessful work
among 'the people of foreign tongue:

No. 1, “Inspiration of the Bible”
“ Origin of Sin.”
“ Daniel 2.7
“ What Do These Things Mean?”
“ Millsnnium.”
. “ Perpetuity of the Law.”
“ The Chrigtian Sabhath.”
. “How Shall We Live?”

Then, too, let us not forget the new neighhors who have
located near us during the usual spring moving period, Get
acquainted, and through some lins of perscnal endeavor interest
them in things of eternal value.

I heard of a minister who resolved to win for God a certain
workman en route to his daily labor, whom ke met while taking
his morning walks. Pirst he just said a cheery “Good morn-
ing! # which was responded to wvery coolly Dy the workman.
The next day the greeting was: “ Good morning! Nice day,
isn’t 169" Soon after, he asked the workman, who had become
more friendly each morning, if he ever attended church. The
reply was, ¥ No,” Tho next morning, after the usual salutation,
he asked, “ Why do you mnot go to ehurch?” and passed on.
After a few days, during which only the usnal morning greeting
was spoken, as they met he asked, “Do you pray?” “No,”
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was the response. Some time later npon repeating the question,
“ Do you go to chureh?” the minister reeeived the reply, * Yes,
I went to echureh last week,” Tpon being further interrogated
as to whether he prayed, he responded, “ Yes.” “Do you pray
with your family at home?” The answer was, “ No.” “Why
don’t you?” rejoined the minister, Then a little Iater, upon
being asked, he said he now prayed at home with hie family
and all were atfending church regularly. Let us be neighborly
and show an interest in those around us.

The above are only a few lines of work appropriate for the
apring season. Al work started earlier in the year will of
conrse be continued. Amuos 9: 13 says, “ Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, that the plowman shall overtake ths reapsr, and
the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountaing
shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills ghall melt” It is very
avident from the last phase of this work that it applies to the
last days, and also in our work that we shall have to sow and
reap together.

As intensity takes hold of every element around us, surely
we must be more intense in our work for the Master. Let all
our churches now enter into tho lines of servies that are not so
easy to carry out advantageously during the colder months of
the year. The church missionary Isader should study with his
committee how the work can be carried on to best advantage
at this time. Make your plans definite, and lay responsibilities
upon individuals or bands in your church organized for service.
Let us make the spring months a time of larger endeavor for
the Lord. Pondsr well the following words: * Every sanctifiad
heart will be pressed into service as an instrument of divine
power.”—* T'estimondes,” Vol, IX, p. 47.

Our timoe is ours to give to God as we may choose, so let us
dedicate to His service some time every week for definite goul-
winning effort, “Let us not be weary in well-doing: for in
due scason we shall reap, if we faint not.”

E. F. PETER3ON,

The Church Missionary Secretary

For many years the church missicnary seerctary was known
as the “librarian,” and even yet this ferm is applicabls in
many places. The chureh missionary sceretary, being ome of
the offieers of the ehurch, becomes a member of the church
board, or souneil. Missionary secretaryship is one of the most
respongible offices in the gift of the ehureh, and calls for more
than ordinary ecapabilities, Too often in the past it was
supposed that just anybody would do to fill this office, but
when it iz remembered that this seeretary must act ag the
business agent of the chureh in all its dealings with the con-
ference tract society, it hecomss apparent that careful sindy
should be given to the selection of this officer,

Ths ideal ehurch missionary seerctary will be a most helpful
assistant to the church elder in the discharge of his duties as
the missionary leader of the churech. He (although in the
majority of cases some falthful sister is eleeted to fill this
responsible place) will keep in elose touch with the opportuni-
ties, as well as the needs of the church, along missionary lines,
and be able to present to the church the best missionary ma-

" terial for the successful accomplishment of the work to be done.

He will be intelligent eoncerning the latest plans of the
General Confersncs Home Missionary Department for the
various lines of missionary endeavor, and will be foremost in
every effort to earry them out.

Terhaps no cother officer of the church is so constantly in
contaet with the -chureh members gs is the missionary seeretary;
henes in planning missionary campaigns, he is informed as to
the most desirable course to pursue. * Hs knows perhaps better
than any other the veal ability of the various members when
it comes to ministering for others, and will be able to assist
materially in arranging the membership into the various work-
ing bands. The records will reveal who are active and who are
inactive, Possessed of this knowlsdge, he will be able to do
effective work in emcouraging the indolent to enlist with the
active missionary workers,

The missionary seerctary, as the secretary of the missionary
committee, will keep the records of every meeting held by the
comumittec for missionary planning, and will be active in pro-
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meting such meetings. The preparation of all the missionary
gervices of the church will eall for much of the missionary
seeretary’s time and study. He should keep an up-to-date record
of the church membership, endeavoring to find a place of active
service in some one of the missionary activities for every mem-
ber of the chureh, He will also keep an up-lo-date map off the
district to be worked by the church, showing the distriets inte
which the territory has been divided, and the district band
leaders, together with the persomnel of their bands. In special
campaigng, such as Harvest Ingathering and Big Week, he
will see that goal devices are posted in a proper place and
kept corrected as the reports are made.

The migsionary secrebary is largely responsible for the suc-
cess or failure of the growth of the reporting membership of
the ehurch. Of course, this primarily rests with the pastor or
clder, but the missionary seecretary should see that the report
blanks are distributed at the close of the Sabbath school, and
made out before the offering is taken in the chureh gerviee.
The reports arve placed on the tray when the offering is taken,
and turned over to the missionary secretary at the close of the
service, This plan, properly worked, results in securing good
reports from all who arc deoing any missionary work, The
miskionary scovelary also secures a report of the work dome by
the Misgionary Volunteer Society, 'incorporating it with the
goneral monthly report ©

The missionary gecretary stands velated to the church as
the fraet socisty secrctary to the conference, hence should
handle all orders for supplies needed by the churech. The traet
society has no other established ehannel of communication with
the chureh but through the missionary secvetary, and it is
entirely irregular for erders to be sent to the tract soeclety
direct. Mueh time and confusion would often be saved if all
the members of the church ag well ag the Babbath sehool and
other charch organizations would order all supplies through the
missionary secretary.

The home misgionary departments of the local, union, and
General eonferences communicate to the church through the
missionary secrctary. Also publishing houses, the conference,
and other organizations of owr work find it necessary to reach
the church through this important channel. Plans are con-
stantly being devised for the furtherance of our work, smd
these ave often passed on to the church through this officer,
who can greatly aid in their successful promotion by en-
thusiastic presentation.

The premotion of literature eireulation rests espeeially upon
the missionary seeretary, and the volume of literature passing
throngh the hands of the chureh members will largely depend
upen the earnesiness with which this phase of the work is
direeted, Literature eirculation will fall under two heads:
(1) For personal use; (2) for missionary purposes. Literature
for persopal use ineludes gll kinds of denominational publi-
cations that should find a place in every Seventb-day Adventist
home, ag well as publications that contain bhelpful information
ot instructions in methods of missionary endeavor. Particu-
larly should the rnissionary secretary see that every Knglish-
reading family subseribes for the Revisw and Hercld., Rach
family should alse be encouraged to subseribe for as many
others of our papers and magazines ag they can use to ad-
vantage.

The necessity of having a good library of Seventh-day Ad-
ventist books should be kept before the mombers of the chureh,
especially thosc newly come to the faith. Xwvery Seventh-day
Adventist family should have a set of the “ Testimonies for
the Chureh,” as well as the other volumes from the pen of
Mrs. B, . White. TIn addition, such books ag “ Daniel and the
Revelation,” * Bible Readings,” and others on the third angel’s
niessage, should be placed in every home where the message has
entered. 'The Reading Course for the young people should find
2 place in every believer’s home where there are young people.
As unew books are published, the misstonary seerciary sheunld
gecure a copy and bring it beforce the church, soliciting orders.
Often a few interesting paragraphs read during a missionary
meeting, will result in the sale of several copies.

Literature for missionary work ameng neighbors should be
supplied 10 every Seventh-day Adventist home. This will in-
clude hooks for lending, for sale, or for giving away; also
magazines and papers, such as the Watchman, Present Trulh,

Bigns of the Times, tracts, and small books on the order of
the Crigis Series,

Practically every church plans to keep a supply of tracts or
other missionary literature for the use of its members in their
missionary work. This literature is in charge of the missionary
sceretary, who while safeguarding its distribution, encourages
every member 1o use all that ean be placed to good advantage.
Funds for thig literature are provided from the missionary
offerings of the church, usually taken each first Sabbath of
the month, and algp at the weekly missionary meeting.

Inasmuch as all the members of the chureh are together only
on the Sabbath, the Sabbath service offers the hest opportunity
for placing orders with the missionary secretary. Because of
methods followed in many places, serious objection hag been
raised to the placing of these orders for missionary supplies
on the Sabbath, as to some conscientious people it savored too
strongly of commereialism, Hence a plan has been devised
that allows our members to provide themselves with such litera-
ture as their requirements eall for, and at the same time guard
the sanctity of the Habbath, This new plan is known as the
“cnvelope order plan.” An envelope js provided similar to
the regular tithe and offering envelope, so generally used in
all our churehes, but having an erder blank printed on its
fuee, ingtead of the usual items ag they appear on the tithe
envelope. The church members take the envelope to their
homes, make out the order on tho blank that is printed on the
anvelope for their convenicnce, place the money inside, seal, sign,
and either at the missiomary meeting or on the next Sabbath
take it to the church. If on the Sabbath the envelope is placed
in the basket when the offering is taken, it is later passed on
to the missionary seeretary, who at the proper time makes out
the order and senda it to the tract sociefy. Thus the literature
needed is provided, and there is no opportunity for criticism
of the way the business is cordueted,

The migsionary seerctary hag ccrtain reports to render to the
charch ag well ag to the conferenec home miggionary seerofary.
These should be prepared and presented aecording to the
gchedule that may be arranged. If a safe and sane policy is
followed by the chureb in its dealings with the members and
the tract society, there will be very litlle opportunity for
trouble in handling the finanefal part of the missionary secre-
tary’s work. The cagh plan is bhest, and it pays large dividends
in satigfaction and efficiency, both for the chureh and for the
individual members.

The work of the missionary seerotary is a task of faseinating
interest for one whe has the speedy finish of the work at heart,
and is willing to gpend and be spent for the huilding up of a
strong missionary organization in the church. Al honer to the
loyal army of faithful workers in all owr charches who are
endeavoring te measure up to the standard!’

J. A, BTEVENS.

The Missionary Prayer Meeﬁng Corner

— 1

SpuneronN has rightly said: “If a chureh ig to be what it
ought to be for the pDurposes of God, we must train it in the
holy art of prayer.,” Whatever elge ig neglected, let it hot
be the weekly prayer meeting. This is, in faect, the most
important of all gatherings of the chureh. Don’t gay to
yourself that you will omit the meeting because it is not
convenient to go, and will do your praying at home. Family
prayer, and prayer in the closet, are of great importanee,
but they de not take the place of the prayer meeting, when
the Lord hag given you an opportunity to attend it.

The live members of the church are the ones that are in
regular attendance where prayer is wont to be made. It
was in a prayer meeting that the Holy Spirit was poured out
at Pentecost. It will be in ansgwer to prayer that the
rvefreshing showers of the latter rain fall in these lagt days,
God Enows our wants betiter than we do; nevertheless, He
desireg ug to agk Him to supply them, that by so doing we
may be the better fitted to receive the good things He has in
store for us. Therefore the diving instruction is, “ Asgk, and
ve shall receive, that vour joy may be full.”

[



6 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

If you long for a spiritual revival in your church or com-
pany, go to the prayer meeting, and join with the other
faithful few in praying for it. God will not disappoint you.
— M. H, Olsen.

He Killed His Wife

So he said. He told it in a prayer meeting, and there was
an involuntary shudder and several “Oh’s!” in the congre-
gation. “*Yes, I killed her,” said the old man solemnly. And
this was the way it happened. The speaker gaid that soon
after his conversion, while a young man, he married a young
woman who proved to be possessed of an unpleasant temper.
A few months passed in comparative quiet, when suddenly he
wag thrown out of employment. He came home and told his
" wife, when her pent-up feelings broke loose in a storm of
seolding and fretting. ° Then,” said the aged brother, “T
began to sing, and after a verse oT two I took a stroll in the
garden until the atmosphere cleared up a bit.”

Returning to the house he found his wife vigorously serub-
bing the floor,

“ Let me help you serub,” he sald.

“You serub!?”

“Yes, I can serub.”?

And guiting action to words he was quickly on all fours ab
work, “ She wag badly wounded then. I repeated the treat-
ment from time to time, and began to pray for her by night
and day. This process went on for two and a half years. At
the end of that time my scolding, fretting wife died. She was
born again, and from that time until her natural death she was
a loving fajthful eompanion.”— Selected,

ot

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
April 2 :

TopIo: “ Fishing for Souls.””

Texr: Matt, 4: 18,

Seep THoueHTS: (1) This iz a twofold call. The invitation
to follow Christ is alse a call to service, (2) Iivery soul com-
mitted bo Christ is commisgioned fo minister for others. The
gervant ig to follow in the footsteps of hiz Lord. (3) Sueeess
is assured,—1 will make you fishers of men.”

Svecmsrive Huwrs: ¥ Steps to Christ,” chapter, “ The Work
and the Life; ” “ Testimonies,” Vol, VIII, pp. 24-27.

ILLUsTRATION: “ One of the most fascinating fishing pietures
in the New Testament is found in the twenty-first chapter of
the Gospel of Johm., The scene is on the ghores of the Sea of
Galilee, where Jesus loved to be, and which was also an at-
traetive place to His diseiples.

“ After Jesus had been eruecified and the disciples were as
sheep without & shepherd, they were gathered one evening upon
the shores of the sea watehing the fishermen put ouf to their
night’s work. There is a peculiar fascingtion about fishing.
If onee you have been skilled in this work, nothing can ever
wean you from it. And Pefer was a real fisherman, With eyes
flaghing and face flushed, he turng to his fellow diseiples to say:
‘T go afishing Iliy spirit stirg them, and they reply: ‘We
also go with thee’* It was a poor night’s work for them, for
that night they eanght nothing, Then there is given {0 us one
of those beautiful gems of Seripture in whiell the Bible so
abounds (John 21: 4-6) : * Butl when the morning was now come,
Jesus ‘glood on the shore: but the diseiples knew not that it
was Jesus, Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any
meat? They auswered Him, No. And He said unfo them,
Cagt the net on the right side of the ship, and ye, ghall find.
They east therefore, and now they were not able to draw it
for the muliitude of fishes!

“ It is well worth our while to notice the difference between
the cloga of the third verse and the elose of the sixth. Tn the
firat we vead: ‘ They canght nothing,/ in the sceond it is said,
‘ They were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.’
How ean you aecount for the remarkable ehange in results®——
for you have the same sea, the same nets, and the same fisher-
mett.  To my mind it iz an sasy problem e solve, and herein
lieg the seevet of successful fishing for men. The first time they
toiled in their own strength, the second time in the strength of
their risen Lord. The first time they simply exereised their own
ingennity and fisherman’s skill, the second time they obsyed
perfeetly the commands of Him who stood upon the shore
saying: ‘ Cast the nef on the right side of the ship, and ye shall
find.? »—* Pishing for Men,” pp. 3, 4.

SudoEsTIONS FOR WorEING PLANS: Lay out plans for sum-
mer work,— tract work for members who will spend their vaea-
tion at the seashore, or in the mountaing, or touring in their
automohile. Plan to place tract racks in favorable locations,
Eneourage Pocket League work, i. e, everybody carrying some
tracts as thoy go, on the cars, ships, ete J. A B,

Aprll 9

Topre: * Duty Toward the *Stranger.”

TexT: Lev. 19: 34.

SeEp THovueHTs: (1) Aets 17: 36. We are not to shun the
alien, no matter whenee he eame. Rather we are to love him,
oven as owrselves. (See Eph. 5:28, 29.) (2) Onece we were
‘“ aliens,” strangers to God. But Christ loved us, even unto
death, and in Him we are now part of the great family of
heaven. (Bee Eph. 2:19-22.) (8) Like the Greeians who
“would see Jesus,” many of these people of stramge tongues
will respond to fender minisfry,

SvugaesTive HELPS: “ Testimonies,” Vol VIIT, pp. 30-37;
“ The Desirc of Ages,” chapters 2, 8, and pages 621, 622.

TurusTRATION : “ 1 believe that from the national point of
view the most important work which our Ameriean echurches
have to do today is to preaeh a simple and effielent gospel to the
multitudes of immigrants whe are coming to our shores.
Ameriea owes her liberty and her prosperity to the spirit of
Christianity which ruled and animated her founders. If our
eountry i3 to remain true to her original aims, and advance
along the line of her first development, she must see to it that
the leaven of the gospel of Christ leavens the whols lump of her
vastly inereasing population.— Henry Fan Diyle, i * Dmmd-
grant Forees,” p, 188,

An Asset and a Liability

I am the immigrant, -

Sinee the dawn of creation my restless feet have beaten new
paths seross the earth.

My uneasy bark has tossed on all seas,

My wanderlust was born of the eraving for more liberty and
a better wage for the sweat of my faee.

I looked toward the United States with eyes kindled by the
fire of ambition and heart quickened with newborn hope.

I approached its gates with great expeetation,

I entered {n with fine hope. :

I have shouldered my burden as the Ameriean man-of-all-
work,

I contribute eighty-five per eent of all the labor in the
slaughiering and meat-packing industries,

I do seven tenths of the bituminous eoal mining,

I do seventy-eight per cent of all the work in the woolen mills.

T eomtribute nine tenths of all the labor in the cotton mills,

I make nineteen twentieths of all the elothing.

T manufaeture more than half the shoes,

I build four fifths of all the furniture.

I make half the collars, euffs, and shirts.

I turn out four fifths of all the leather.

I make half the gloves.

I refine nearly nineteen twentieths of the sugar.

Y make half the tobaeco and cigars.

And yet, X am the great Ameriean problem.

‘When I pour out my blood on your altar of labor, and lay
doyn my life as a saerifice to your god of toil, men make no
more comment than at the fall of & sparrow.

But my brawn is woven into the warp and woof of the fabric
of your mational bheing, ]

My children shall be your children and your land shall be my
Iand, beeause my sweal and my blood will eement the founda-
tions of the Ameries of Tomortow,

I I can be fused into the body politic, the melting pot will
have stood the supreme test—* The Immigramt.”

SuceEsTIONS ror WORXKING PraNs: Ascertain ag far as pos-
gible what foreign nationalities are aecessible for missionary
work. The missionary committee should then lay definite plens
for practical, systematic work. Outline briefly the missionary
opportunity in the work for foreigners. Plam the work, pro-
viding mecessary literature. Arrangements should be made for
the work of visiting nurses, and for other Christian help work.

T, AL 8.

:

April t6

Toric: “ Our Responsibility Measuroed.”

Texp: Matt, 25: 14, 15,

SEED THOUGHT&: (1) We are not our own, for we have heen
“bought with a price.” (2) We have heen redeemed that we
may gerve. “ Our Lord teaches that the true objeet of life is
service. Thy law of servico becomes the connecting link which
binds us te Ged and our fellow men.” (3) “ The talents, how-
ever few, are fo be put to use”’ God expects returns * accord-
ing to that a inan lath, and not aceording to that he hath not”

BueersTIVE HuLps: “ Christ’s Object Lessons’ pp. 325-366,
especially pp. 355-360.

TrnugaraTiON: “ The revelation of God in the life of Jesus
Christ meant movel to the world in tesching the possibilitics of
religion than all the theology that was ever written. And in
the measure that onr life is like His, we have the sams power
to reveal God to others. Noue of us lives to himself. Every act
of gelf-suhordination, however small; every sacrifice of con-
venienco and interest to the comfort of those about us; every
renuneiation of personal ambition in order to promote ideals
which shall remain when we have passed away,—is, in ways
often ungeen, a lesson and 2 help to others to go and do likewise.
Not in large things only, but in small things, is it true that the
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blood of the martyrs i the seed of the chureh. We are some-
.times tempted to wonder, in the midst of the fatigues and per-
plexities of trying to do right, what all this struggle-may be
worth, No man is free from  these moments of doubt and
weariness. Jesus Himself, in the garden of Gethsemane, prayed
that the cup might pass from Him. But if through trial and
~weakness a Man preserves hig steadiness of purpose, content to
leave to others the selfish gains and visible results of achieve-
ment, he will oftentimes find — perhaps as a ray of light at the
moment, or perhaps not till years afterward — that some one
. who saw his perplexities and discouragements has heen thereby
. led to a new coneeption of duty and a mew ideal of life which
he never eould have learned by seeing him in prosperity. It is
harder to keep a straight course in the nighttime than in the
daytime, and it shows less; but it means more”— Greut
Specches and How to Make Them,” pp. 876, 377.

SUeGESTIONs FOR WORKING PLANS: Big Week plans shounld
be cavefully laid. Endeavor to enlist the whole chureh in the
campaign. Try the band plan, associating from. six tc tem per-
sons together under the leadership of some active member.
Faeh band should have a definite goal. Algo they should be
given definite territory. Encourage every one to study the
books or periodieals to be sold during Big Week. Do not for-

get to instruet every worker to make a careful record of every

person who mgnifests interest in our world-wide work, Let us
make thiz Big Weelk effort a real home missionary soul-winning
endeavor. Jo AL &

April 28

Torio: “ As Christ Worked.”

Texm: Luke 9: 23.

Seep THOveHTy: (1) “ Chrigt asks for an unreserved conse-
eration, for undivided servies.”
life is strengthened.” (2) ¢ Christ’s servants are to follcw His
example. As He went from place to place, He comforted the
guffering and healed the sick” (3) Daily the cross is to be
uplifted, that all who will may see the way of peaco and life.
Every day comes freighted with wonderful opportunities to
mirnigter as Christ ministered.

SvgeEsTIVE HELPg: “ Christ’s Objeot Lessons,” pp. 219-237;
“ The Ministry of Healing” pp. 147, 148,

TLLusTRATION : In his book entitled, * The Miracles of Mis-
sions,” the late Dr. Arthur T. Pierson rclates the story of the
life of Frank Crossley. This soldier of the cross was born in
Treland in 1839, his carly life giving little foreeast of the heroic
serviee he was to render in the days of his consecrated ministry
for the lost.

“ (rossley’s passion for spuls made him very reckless of forms
and conventional restraints, His home was a center
where many schemes cof social and veligious reform for Man-
chester had birth; but, especially after ha first felt that ¢ joy
of the Lord’ which became his strength for service, he saw
written on his choiee villa the words: ‘ Depart hence A vigitor
heard him remark at his own table, when eonsecration was the
theme, ¢ I .dow't think this house looks conseorotion!’ When the
lever of God finds a fulerum in a spiritually awakened eon-
science, it uplifts and overturns deeply rooted self-indulgenees.
‘Crossley yearned to make some new and advanced irial of the
saving power of a high gospel among simple, lowly, and de-
graded people,

 Crossley became one with those among whom and for whom
he lived. Love lets us down to the level of those whom we are
to serve, as the love of Jesus let Him down to the slave’s level
that He might attempt the most menial office — washing the
disciples’ feet. ‘Brother Crossley’ did not stand at arm’s
length, though that is closer by & good deal than many ¢ philan-
thropists’ venture; he made visits himself, and earried soup
for the hungry, and lotion for bad eyes, and then washed those
eyes with it, And so it was that hungry souls came to him at
Star Hall, and eyes, eleared of prejudice and passion, began to
sea the Christ he preaehed. He did not only talk about loving,
but he loved. And Love is not fagtidious; her hands are as busy
ag her heart is full. He found five dirty youngsters (their
father a sot, their mother in the sick ward), and ke burned their
old clothes and elad them in clean ones, and then sent them fo
play with his own boy! Is it any wonder if both their father
and mother got saved? Seo him as one rainy day he brings into
the coffeehouse @ poor old man and hiz wife from the streets,
warms them outside and inside, and them himself holds thcir
wet outer garments by the five to dry them. He could say, like
his Master, * T am among you as one that serveth.’ The Star be
came the rallying plaee also for special services, or “missions,’
and, from 1890 on, there hag been an autwwmmal conference on
holiness, where loading Christian evangelists and teachers havs
from year to year spoken, But in all the preaching and tcaech-
ing the keynote has been a full salvation, not from the penalty
only, but ffom the power of sin. Trank Crossley set before
him. the death of the self-life that the power of the Christ-life
might by manifest, and this will explain much of the effective-
ness of his life and work. ¢ God first, middle, last, everywhere,
and always!’ was his motto, ., . . That was his practical ereed.
He saw men through Christ’s eyes, and heard the sighing of the
_ spiritual prisoner and the groaning of the spiritualy sick and

“ Through confliet the spiritual

dying through His ears, as will any one who abides in Him.
Hoe hungeved for the Word of God, and for prayer, and for
service for souls. And such threefold hunger mever goes un-
filled,— Pages 50-67. .

SUeeESTIONS por WORKING Prans: During the spring and
gummer months, Christian help sexvice is liable to be neglected
to & certain extent, but these seasons offer great opportunity
for such helpfp] ministry., ¥Plans should be laid for Sabhath
afternoon visits to hospitals, for the purpose of holding a brief
gospel service, being sure to gecure the co-operation of a number
of good singers and to makc the musie featurs of the servies
attractive. Such visitation will be welcome in many hospitals,
particularly in thoge institutions caring for the poor and de-
rpendent. A “ good cheer ¥ band should visit jails, and if pos-
sible seeure a permit o go to the penitentiary or other State
ingtitution at certain dates for song service and handing out
literature to the inmates. Search out the blind in the com-
munity, and read to them from the Bible and our good books,
such as “ Steps to Chrigt” and “ The Desire of Ages.” Secure
the Christian Record and other litcrature to be furnighed the
blind. Xeep a careful watch cn your financial requirements.
Many a well-planned missionary effort fails because of neglect
carefully to plan the money part of the effort. Do mot forget
to take the home missionary offering every first Sabbath of
the month, J.AL &

April 80

Torra: ¥ Commendation or Condemnation.”

TexT: Matt, 25: 34, 40, 41, 45,

Berp THoUGHTs: (1} Twe classes of belisvers are presented,
—one vietorious, the other vanguished. The first ecompany
were “ doers,” the others “hearers” culy. (2) “ The Lord has
a great work to be done, and He will bequeath the most in the
future life to those who do the most faithful, willing sgervice in
the present life.” ¢ What we shall be in heaven is the refiection
of what we are now in eharaeter and holy serviee.” (3) % Our
heavenly Father requires mo more nor less than He has given
ug ability to do,” “ We shall indiyidually be held responsille
for doing one jot less than we have ability to de.”

SvaeestiVE HELPs: “ Christ’s Objeci Lessons,” pp. 562-365;
“ An Appeal,” pp. 28-30.

TurusTRATION : ¢ A ship’s surgeon told this story: ¢ On our
last trip a boy fell overboard from the deek. I didn’t know
who he was, and told the erew they had better go out and try
to save the boy, One of the erew pulled him up. They togk off
his outer garments, turned him over a few times, worked hig
hands and feet, and when they had done all they knew how to
do, they said: # Jlaven’t we done all we can?” ¢ Yeg” I said,
“1 think you have.” A sudden impulse told me T onght to go
over and see what I eould do. I went over, and found it was
my gwn son. Well, you may believe 1 didn’t think the Jast
thing had been dome. T pulled off my coat. I bent over that
boy, blew into hig nostrils, and breathed into his mouth., I
turned him over, and simply beggsd God to bring him baek,
and for four long hours I worked, until just at sunset I began
to see the least flutter of breath that told me hs lived. Oh, T
will never see another boy drown without taking off my coat
in the fivet ingtance and geing to him and trying to save him
ag if 1 knew he were my own boy.’ ”-— Selcetfed.

SUGGESTIONS FOR WORKING PLaws: Careful planning will
make these woekly prayer and missionary meetings as intercst-
ing and profitable as any of the other services of the ehureh.
Do your utmost to make them profitable as well as entertaining,
Endeavor to lay plans that will result in regular, systematic
work all summer, Perhaps the conference is to hold an evan-
gelistic effort in your vicinity. The distribution of Present
Truth, Signs, or tracts will prcpave the way for a good attend-
anee and a harvest of souls. This iz the time of year when
our members should hc eneouraged to make gifts of fresh vege-
tables, flowers, ete., and through this means find those who will
be interested in our ltcrature or in Bible studies. Plan for
careful follow-up work in the case of all interested people who
may be found during the Big Week campaign, T, A&

Gongregational Singing

Tur importance of sacred song as a part of the worship
of God, canngt be overestimated, and a general feeling
prevails that a return to the use of “ The Seventh-day Ad-
ventigt Hymm and Tune Beok™ in divine worship would
deepen the spirituality of onr services by giving the old-
time advent ring to our singing, .

For a number of years “ Hymns and Tunes " has gradually
been allowed to give way to more modern selections of gos-
pel hymuns, varying in size and cheaper in price; but for
the regular Sabbath morning worship there is no collection
of hymns which can equal those in “ The Seventh-day Ad-
ventigt Hymn and Tune Book.? Let us bring back this
hymnal in conneection with the revival of the spirit and
¢onsecrated service of pioneer days. Write for terms on
quantity orders to the tract society.

HoME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.
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Miggionary Yolunteer
Bepactment

Devotional Meeting for April 5
Senior
Topie: Living the Life of Victery.
. Bong Bervice.
. Opening 8Song and Prayer
. Announcements,
. Mission Bulletin Board.
. Reading: * Surrender.”
. Study: “Man Iz a 8lave to Sin”
. Recitation: “In the Crucible.”
. Talk: ¥ Christ Came to Set Men Iree.”
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by the Holy Spirit.”
10. Regponses,
11. Closing Song and Prayer, .
Junior
Topic: Winning the Fight,
. Song Service.
. Opening Exercises,
. Missions Report.
. Superintendent’s Talk: “ Winning the Fight.”
. Talk: “ The Winners’ Promisges.”
. Recitation: “ Follow the Iing.”
. Talk: ¢ Christ Our Captain.”
. Reading: “ A Miracle.”
. Roll Call Response,
. Closing Song and Prayer,

Senior Notes

The Topic— This is an important topie, one that wil de-
mand your consecrated study and careful attention, Unlike
suhjeets of a more literary nature, you will have to put earnest
effort into the eonsideration of the various talks, hut you and
your members will be rewarded by the help that they will got
out of it, Give earnest prayer and counsel together in regard
to the chooging of your speakers, so that those who have, if
possible, a real knowledge of what the life of victory means to
them, may tell others about it. This does not mean that they
must know all the theological phases of the question; it would
mean, however, that they cateh something of a glimpse of its
meaning in their Hves, and definite experience in obtaining the
vietory over sin. However, de not let this disecourage your
members. A life of vietory is possible for every Missionary
Volunteer; more, it is necessary to the earnest and true Mis-
sienary Volunteer — all may aequire it.

Nos, 1, 2, 8, ond 4: Opening Ewzercises— These are noted as
minimum esgentials in opening the average Missionary Voelun-
teer Soclety’s regular weekly meeting, Study earnestly how
to make your oponing exercises interesting and profitable. Do
not get inte a ret, and always have the songs at a certain time,
the prayer at another certain time, and the announcements at
anpther time, Vary the order; introduce new features, Begin
with prayex, or the misgion bulletin board idea; work out dif-
forent ways of handling your announeements. Tou will find
suggestiong from time to time on the last page of the Gazpres,
“The Suggestion Corner.”

5. Reading : “ Surrender)— These sclections were chosen by
Elder Meade MacGuire to aceompany this study, whieh he
outlined :

“ BEvery soul that refuses to give himself to God, is under
the eontrol of another power. He is not his own, He may
talk of freedom, but he i3 in the most abjeet slavery. He is
not allowed to se¢ the heguty of truth, for his mind {s wnder
the control of Ratan. While he flatters himself that he is fol-
lowing the dictates of his own judgment, he obeys the will of
the prinee of darkneas. Christ came to break-the shackles of
sin-slavery from the soul, ¢Jf the Bon therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed” ¢The law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus’ sets us ‘free from the law of sin and
death) »—¢ The Desire of Ages)” p, 466,

“ Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His
chureh, and the promise belongs to us as much as to the first
diseiples. But like every other promise, it is given on condi-
tions. There aze many who belteve and profess to claim the
Tiord’s promise; they talk abew? Christ and about the Holy
Hpirit, yet receivo no benefit, They do mnot serrender the soul
to be guided and controlled by the divine agoneics, Wa cannot
use the Holy Spirit. The S8pirit is to use us. Through the
Spirit God works in His people ‘to will and to do of Fis
good pleagure’ But many will not submit to this, They want
to manage themsclves. This is why they do not reeelve the
heavenly gift, Omnly to those who wait humbly upen God, whe
watch for His guidance and grace, iz the Spirit given. The
power of God awaits their demand and veception. This prom-
iged blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other blessings in its
train—Id., p. 672. .

SO0 IS U &3 b

. Talk: “ What Christ Did for Us Is Wrought Out in Us ~

. 6{2 Study: “ Man Is a Slove to 8in"— Note the following
EXLS 2
om. 6:16: Having yielded to sin, it is his master,

2 Peter 2: 14: Man has been brought into bondage.

John 8: 34: The sinner is no longer hiz own master,

Jer, 13: 23: He cannot deliver himself from thiz slavery,
Remember that man in bondage and in sin must surrender in
order to obtain the victory:

“a. Surrender means that we cease opposing Christ, Christ
is seeking te enable us to do the will of God and follow the
divine plan for our lives. We oppose, becanse we are blind
and selfish, and do net know our best interesta, How do men
oppose Christ? By being selfish, by following their own will,
All gin, at bottem, iy selfishness,

“ b, Surrender means consecration to Christ’s service. It ig
enlistment, and therefore calley for decisiom. Xt imples the
prodigal’s prayer, ‘I will arise and go to my father, and wilt
say unto him, . . . Make me as one of thy hired servants” In
Christ woe find our true life, joy, peace, salvation, and sonship,
as well as gervice,

“e. The time fer surrender is now, 8Sin i8 a morass; the
longer we remain in it, the deeper we sink. God calls youth.
Let us answer the call.” .

Y. Reditation: “In the Crucible”’— This is given elsewhere
in this issue. The poem, * Life and Death,” beginning, * 8o he
died for his faith, That is fine,” is also most fitting,

8. Tall: “Christ Came to Set Men Free””— Base this talk
on the following texzts: .

Imke 4: 18: He delivers the captive, and sets the slavo free,

John 8: 36: It is real freadom from sin.

Romans 6: 14: God’s child ie not bound by sin,

2 Cor. 2: 14: Chriat’s vietory is for us.

1 Cor. 15: 67: It comes from God as a gift,

Overcoming.— We quote the following by Meade MacGuire, as
published in the June 20, 19186, issue of the Youth’s Instructor:

“ Everything in the universe that is worth having is promised
ag a final reward to the one who overcomes, ‘Overcome’ i
an expressive word, It is defined as: ‘ To get the better of;
to surmount; conquer; subdue; as, to overcome difficulties or
dangera; to overcome enemies in battle.

. “ A wonderful array of promises is made in the second and
third chapters of Revelation to the one who overcomes:

“fTo him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of
life,

“ e *shall not be hurt of the second death.

“T will give him ‘to eat of the hidden manns.

“T ¢will give him a while stone, and in the store a new
name writien,’

“¢To him will T give power over the nations.’

“He ‘shall be elothed in white raiment.’

“¢T will mot hlot out his name out of the book of life.’

“1 “will confess his name hefore My Father, and before Hia
angels.’

“1 will make him ‘a pillar in the temple of My God/

“ ¢ He ghall go no more out)

“¢T will write upon him the name of My God, and the name
of the city of My @od, ... and My new name.’

“I will grant him ¢ to sit with Me in my throne’

“In other passages we are told what we must overcome.
¢ Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world;’ ¢I have
written unto you .. .Decause ... yo have overcome the
wicked one.” The inclinations of our own sinful nature, the
influences of the world, and the temptations of Satan all must
be ¢ conguered, subdued, and ovexeome as pnemies in battle) If
we do not overcome them, they will overeome us. The apostle
Peter says, ‘Of whom a man is overcome, of the same iz he
brought in bondage.’ ’

“1In ‘Barly Writings’ we are told explicitly what mmust be
overcome: ‘ I saw that none could ghare the “ refreshing,” unless
they obtain the victory over every besetment, over pride, self-
ishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and
action. ! .

“Tn our struggle to obtain victory, two things are necessary:
We muat have faith in God. ¢ This is the vietory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith’ We must work, ‘Even so
faith, if it hath not works, i3 dead, being alone,

“There is a mortgage against my place which I have no
money to pay. My friend tells me that he will deposit the full
amount of money in the bank immediately. I have faith that
he has kept his word, but I must write a check and go and
pay the mortgage, or I shall loze my place, Without faith it
would be impossible to win a single vietory over sin, but faith
which does not lead to earnest, intelligent co-operation with
God will avail nething,

“In this matter of overcoming, eonquering and subduing our
cnemies, faith and works must go hand in hand, One must

. be constantly on the alert to meet the two classes of cnemies

or temptations whieh one encounters daily and hourly, lest
one vield through carelessness or impulse to the temptations
which eome in ever-changing forms and through various chan-
nels, or yield to the besetting or habitual sins. The habltual
sins are most dangerouns. They weave chains about us which
become harder and harder to break. They rob us of our eon-
fidence, 3o that we cannot pray with freedom, nor ean we have
large influence in soul-winning. Here are guggestions for those
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who are longing and striving for vietory over sins which have
become habits in the life,

" Almost every one has formed some wrong hahit whieh it
is neeessary ¢ overcome. Millions are enslaved by habits from
which they strive in vain to break away, Yet the secret of
vietory is simple, and accessible to every soul.

“ A habit is formed by the operation of a natural law of
the mind which makeg us do ¢ easily, naturally, and with grow-
ing certainty what we do often”’ Some have learned the secret
of gaining the victory over every besetting sin through faith
in God, but to others the way seems dark and mysterious, and
try as they may, they feel helpless in the grasp of evil habits.

“ But God is not partial, and Ie is no respecter of persons.
An intelligent and reasonable conformity o the laws IHe has
fixed, and which control in the realm of thought, will bring
the same results to all. All our conversation and conduct, which
go to make up character, have their birth in the mind. There
is the thought, which if cherished hecomes an aet; and the act
if repeated becomes a habit, It iz obvious, then, that each
overcomer must learn the seeret of mastering hie own Thoughts.
¢ But,” says one, ‘that is precisely what I camnot do. I have
tried in vain for years” DBut all must agree that no one can
attain the heights of Christian character unless he learns the
geeret of absolute magtery of his thoughts. No ome iz pre-
pared to render his best service to God and men while his
thoughts and imagination run riet like an wmbroken horge.

“ But the Word of God absolutely assures us of this vietory.
‘(The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of stronghelds;) casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth ifself against
the knowledge of God, and hringing info eaplivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ’ This is the normal Chris-
tian experience — the exercise of the mind of Christ,

“ Now these ‘ mighty weapons’ are, primarily, the promises
of God and our own will.”

9, Talk: “ What Christ Did for Us Is Wrought Out in Us
by the Holy Spirit”—1 Cor, 6: 19: God the Ioly Spirit dwellg
within,

Phil. 2:12, 13: When He controls, we do God’s will

Rom. 8: 1-4: Through His power, Christ in us is a reality,
and we are delivered from condemnation and bondage.

The following is by Charfes G. Trumbull:

“1 remember a splendid Christian man in Philadelphia,
who, whern I was telling him of the miracle that Christ had
wrought in my life, of actually taking out of my life some of
the desires for sin that had been my habitnal experience, said,
‘Do you mean to say the very desire is gone?’ ¢ Yeg, it is) I
answered.

“My friend sheok hig head. ¢ Well, he said, ‘if you say
that is true of you, I believe you, for I have absolute eonfi-
dence in you; but it never could be true of me. I believe,
of eourse, that when I feel a sinful desire, Christ can enable
me to conquer it, and mot yield to it. But when you say that
the very desire itself can be taken away, so that I shan’t even
want to gin, that could never be true of me’ I suggested that,
inasmuch as I could not answer his gquestions, but only the
Lord Mimself, we turn to Him in prayer first. My fyiend was
a man of prayer, and gladly agreed to this. Before ws rose
from our knees, he had yielded everything, and had aeccepted
everything, There was & ‘ new greation; ’ old thingg hatl passed
away; all things had become new,

“A few days later my friend told me that he would be in
eertain circumstances that evening where he knew he would
be tempted or tested by a situation before whieh, in times
past, he had often failed in his heart life. But he was trusting
Christ. I wish you could have seen him the next day, as he
told ms in awed voice, as a man deseribes things that God
hag done: ‘I have never known anything like it before in my
life. A miraele happened last night, There was ne struggle,
no cffort, 1 was simply dead on that side of my nature, and
I was absolutely free, O, I never knew anything like it before;
it was a miracle.

“Of eourse it was a miracle. That is the way God does
things. When the Lord Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit works
in our life to give us this vietory, it is a miraele every time.
If it iy not a miracle, it is not vietory. ¥et that is the man
who had said a few days hefore, ‘If you say that is true of
you, I beligve you; but it mever could be true of me’

“Yes, it can be true of any one whom God has created. The
Redeemer, Christ, can be our vietory. It is not a matter of
temperament or enviromment; it is a matter of Jesus Christ,
and it i His grace that is sufficient.”

Also the following from the pem of Mrs, BE. 6. White, as
published in a leaflet, * The Victorious Life” (printed by the
College Press, Loma Linda, Calif.):

“ It should not be difficult to remember that the Lord de-
- sires you to lay your troubles and perplexities at His feet, and
- Teave them there, Go to Him, saying, ‘ Lord, my burdens are
too heavy for me to carry. Wilt Thou bear them for me?’ And
He will answer, ‘T will take them, With everlasting kindness
will I have merey upen thee, I will take your sins, and will
give you peace. Banigh ne longer your selfirespect; for I have
bought you with the price of My own blood. You arc Mine,
Your weakened will T will gtvengthen. Your remorse for sin
I will remeve.”

“¢I, even I, am He, the Lord declares, ‘that blotteth out
thy fransgressions for Mine own sake, and will not rememher
thy sins, Put Me in remembrance; let us plead together;
declare thou, that thou mayest be justified’ I have not spoken
in secret, in a dark place of the earth; I said not unto the seed
of Jaeob, Seek ye Me in vain; I the Lord speak righteousmess,
I declare the things that are right” Look unto Me, and be ye
saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am the Lord, and there
is mone else.” Respond fo the calls of God’s mercy, and say I
will trust in the Lord and be eomforted. I will praise the Lord;
for His anger is turned away. I will rejoice in God, who gives
the vietory.”

10. Eesponses—— This ig a good time for your members to
tell of how Christ has been the vietory in their lives, Give a
little time for such incidents to be related. Eneourage your
members to tell of them. If this fulness of the life of Christ
hag not come to them, encourage them fo express themselves as
wishing it. It would be well to have on hand for distribution
at the elose of the service the new Missionary Volunteer leaflet
by Elder MacGuire. It is No, 81, and costs 2 cemfs. Order
from your tract society.

Additional Source Matter— Helps may be fownd in the
twoe books by Matilda Erickson Andross, “ Alone with God”
and “ The Life That Wing; ? “ The Lighted Way,” by Prof.
M. E. Kern; also “ What Think ¥Ye of Christ.” and “In His
Name,” by Elder G. B. Thompson. The Review and Herald
Publishing Association publishes many articles on these sub-
jeets. As this is written (January 2) the final reading is
being given for a new book by Elder Meade MacGuire, which
will probably be entitled, “ The New Life.” This will be found
especially helpful. It should be owned by every Missionary
Volunteer. It is a part of the 1924 Reading Course.

U. V. W.
Junior Notes

The song service and opening exercises are regular Junior
Migsionary Velunteer mecting features, Vary the manner of
conducting the items included under these headings, TFor in-
stance, in the song service have each choose a favorite song,
Then ask each te read the words of that song which appeal to
him mest. In every way try to provoks thought and reveremce.
Sentence prayers, silent prayer, the repeating of the Lords
Prayer, may change the order of the opening prayer.

Mako the missionary report a vital and interesting part of the
weekly routine, Eaeh week appoint a committee of three to
bring in mission news at the following meeting. Interesting
misgion pictures may be coliected by one; another can glean
interesting stories of happenings in the mission field from the
Beview and Herald; while a third might make some report on
the departure of missionaries or appeals made. Fach report
should be short.

4. Superintendent’'s Talk: “ Winning- the Fight.,”— Use the
material furnished by Elder Meade MaeGuire in the Senior
studies, “ Surrender ¥ and “Man Is a Blave to Sin” a3 a hasis
for your talk. The aim to be kept in mind in presenting this
subjeet to the hoys and girls is that no one is free, Fither
we are slaves to self and sin or we win the vietory over sin
and self by sutrender to our King., Christ abiding within
means victory over besetting sins. DBuf it is a comtinual sur-
render to Christ. Giving the heart to Him once will not do
for always; the surrender must be continual. The sunflower
keeps its face turned toward the sun from the time it riges in
the past until it drops behind the western horizen, Just so
must a Christian keep his heart turned toward Christ,

Bometimes young men spend hours learning to run swiftly
or leap high” Tt {akes time and effort to win the fight for

" our souls, but ingtead of our trying, ws must learn to let Jesus

live in us and work through us. Owr part is fo ook to Him
and learn more of Him day by day. Speak of the necessity
for a quiet hour with Him, Drunkards who have become
Christiang have lost their desive to drink. Just as truly will
the boy or girl lose his desire to become impatient or discbe-
dient, or a vietim of “Iittle” gins when he is surrendered to
Christ., Make clear what victory means in the life of the
Juniors before you; and then tell how to win by “letting go
and letting God.” -

&. Talle: “ The Winners’ Promiges”— The Junior preparing
thiy talk should refer to the axticle “Overcoming.” This is
given in the Senior Notes under paragraph 8. Have the Junior
answer the gquestion, “ What does it mean to overcome?” Then
eollect and read a list of the promises God makes to those
who overcome., See Senior Notes, paragraph 8,

8. Reoitation: “ Follow the King.”— Have one of the Junior
boys give this recitation. Be sure it i3 well prepared. Reading
weuld spoil it ’

7. Talke: “ Christ Quwr Captain’’— The purpose of this talk
ig to bring to our hearts again the loving leadership of our
Lord. The Junior preparing this should read chapter 1 im
“ Steps to Christ.” Link up with the thoughts presented hers
the purpose of Jesus in coming to the earth as suggested in the
text under paragraph 8 of the Senior Notes. Add to them the
text Isaizh 61:1-3. Such love 'should make a soldier face any
battle bravely for his Captain.

8. Reading: 4 Miracle”— Read those paragraphs pre-
sented i the Senior Notes under 9, beginning with the werds
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~af Charles G.' Trumbull: “I remember a splendid Christian
man in Philadelphia.”

9. Roll Call Response— At the beginning of the meeting tell
the Juniors to be ready for a roll call at the close of the pro-
gram. Ask each to be ready to respond to his name with the
thought which. he thinks most helpfnl..

Tollow the King

WHAT cah a Junior chap do
For his ecuntry and for you?
What can a Junior chap do?

He can shun all that’s mean;
Ho can keep himself clean,
Both without and within,
That’s one good thing he ean do,

Hig soul he ean brace
Against everything base,
And the trace will be seen
All hig life in his face,
That’s a very fine thing he ean do.

He can look to the Light;
He can keep his thoughts white;
He can fight the great fight;
He can do with his might
What ig good in God’s sight.
Those are excellent things he can do,

And in each little thing
He ean follow the King,
He can follow the Christ, the King.

— John Overham, in “ Princess Mary's
Gift Book”

In the Crucible

Our from the mine and the darkness,
Our from the damp and the mold,
Out from the flery furnace,
Cometh each grain of gold,
Crushed into atoms and Ieveled
Down to the humblest dust,
‘With never a heart to pity,
‘With never a hand to trunat.

Molten and hammered and beaten,
" Beemeth it ne’er to be done.
Oh! for such fiery trial
‘What hath the poor gold done?
Oh! twere a merey to leave it
Down in the damp and the mold;
1f this is the glory of Yving,
Then better be dross than gold.

Under the press and the roller,
Into the jaws of the mint,
Stamped with the emblem of freedom
With never a flaw or & dint;
.Oh! what a joy the refining
Out of the damp and the meld! .
And stamped with a glorious image,
Oh, beantifnl coin of gold!
— Seleoted,

Devotional Meeting for April 12
Topic: “ The True Sabbath.”

. Senior
. Song Service.
. Opening Exerciges. .
Mission Bulletin Board,
Reading of the' Key Thought.
Study:  Twelve Faets About the Sabbath.”
Recitation:  The Sabbath.”
. Btory Related: “ The Happiest Day.”
Talk: “ How Shall We Observe His Day?”
. Closing Exerciges.

PONm e

Junior

Song Service,

Opening Exercises.

Mission Report.

. Beripture Lesson: Repeat the fonrth commandment.
. Buperintendent’s Talk: “ Qur Sabbath.”

. Reeitation: “ The Sabbath.”

Text Drill,

. Reading: “ The Happiest Day.”

. Roll Calt: “IHow Shall We Keep the Sabbath?”

. Closing Exercises.

Nl
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Senior Notes .

The Topie.— In this study about the Sabbath do not get too
far away from the praetical application of it in the work and
life of your young people. We shounld, first, of course, know
the Bible reasons of why we should observe the seventh day of
the week, as God has commanded; but second, we should unm-
derstand how to observe it, and get the blessing from it that
He has in it for those who understand. e has never meant it
to he a burden, something to be dreaded and hated.

1. Bong Service— If you will look in the first part of  Christ
in Song,” you will find there a topieal index. There you may
find songs that bear on the suhject. In this, as in others, make
some of your songs specially fitting, And do not forget the
Rally Song.

2. Opening Bxercises— Are yours interesting? Do your
members come promptly? How do you get them fo atiend
faithfully ¢

8. Mission Bulletin Board~— What is your eommittee doing
to bring in lively notes of mission progress in all parts of the
world? Do you see the possibilities?

4, Key Thoudht.— The Sabbath will be the great test of
loyalty; for it is the point of trnth especially coniroverted.
‘When the final test shall be brought to bear upon men, then
the line of distinetion will he drawn hetweeu those who serve
God and those who serve Him not, While the observance of the
false Sabbath in compliance with the law of the state, contrary
to the fourth eommandment, will be an avowal of allegiance to
a power thal is in opposition to God, the keeping of the true
Sabbath, in obedience to God’s Iaw, is an evidenee of loyalty to
the Creator. While one class, by accepting the sign of sub-
mission to earthly powers, receive the mark of the beast, the
other, choosing the token of allegiance to divine authority, re-
ceive the geal of God— The Great Controversy,” p. 605,

5, Study: ¢ Twelve Facts About the Sabbath.”— Let this be
a Bible study. Give oub the texts, and ask that they be read,
or that the substance of the texts be given in the words of the
reader. Key-word answers could be put on the blackhoard by
another member, as the study progresses, thiz serving to im-
press the truths. The texts were chosen by Elder MacGuire,
and are as follows:

. Christ made it. John 1: 3.

He made it for man. Mark 2: 27,

. He made it of the seventh day of ereation week. Gen.2:2.
. He blessed the day, and made it holy. Gen. 2: 3.

. He calls it His holy day. Isa. 58:183.

It is a memorial of creation., WEx, 20: 8-11,

. It ig also a sign of God’s power to sanctify. Xze. 20: 12,
. Christ observed it when on earth. Luke 4:16.

. His disciples kept it holty, Luke 23: 54-58.

. It is to be observed from even to even, T.ev. 23: 32,

. Tt is lawful to do well on the Sabbath., Matt, 12: 12,
. The Sabbath will be observed through all eternity. Isa.
66: 23.

G, Recitation: “ The Sabbath.”— This poem will be found
in your 1924 Morning Watch Calendar. If desired, the story
noted in No. 7 can be given in the place of thig recitation, or if
time pormits, and vou so desire, both may he given,

7. Story: “ The Happiest Day.”— Perhaps some older Junior
could agsist in telling this. It illustrates an important truth
that even Seniors are prone to forget.

As a long #igh escaped her young guest, Mrs. Grant said:

“A penny for your thoughts, Harry.”

Harry shifted about nneomfortably an instant, then, unable
to resist the pleading look of auntie, he gaid:

“Well, TI! own right up. I was thinking how much nicer
1t would be if the Sabbaths were left out of the week; they
gseem to spoil everything so.”

“ Spoil everything! Why, Harry, I think it is the best day
of all the week,” said Mrs, Grant, trying not to look shocked
at the words of her boy friend.

% (Oh, well, that’s because you're grown up, I suppose. But
I almost hate Sabbath; it puts a stop to all my nice times.”

After some thought, Mrs, Grant excused herself, and went to
the gariden, where she picked seven of the most beautiful Craw-
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- ford peaches she could find. TPutting them on a fruit plate

she garnished them with their own glossy leaves, making the
whole as attractive as possible,

Harry’s eyes danced with delight as she entered the room,
holding them in her hand, saying:

“ Now, Harry, thege aro for you; but please don’t eat them
just yet®

So Harry took the plate in his hand, and feasting his eyes
on the treat in store, listened as patiently as any boy could
under the ecircumstances, Mrs, Grant began by saying:

“ Now, Harry, I have selected for you seven of my finest
peaches; they are all yours. You ean, if you choose, eat all
of them; but if, after you have eaten six, you will carry the
sevonth to the poor sick boy at the foot of the hill, and give -
it to him, it will make me very happy.”

“Why, Auntie Grant,” said Harry, “what sort "of boy do
you take me for? Of course I will take it to Dick-— the very
nicest one, too.”

“ Well, let us imagine that after you have eaten six peaches
vou say, ‘Oh, dear! T suppose I must give the last peach to
Dick, but I hate to””
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“1 won't even imagine sueh a thingl " interrupted Harry,
with a very red face. “ It isn’t in me to be so mean.”

Mrs. Giant made angwer by taking the plate of peaches into
her own hand, and saying, impressively:

“ Here are seven peaches. They remind me of a boy who had
seven beautiful gifts. The Giver said in giving them, ¢ They
are yours; but if you love Me, you will do Me honor by setting
ore apart as saered to My memory.’ Did the hoy regard the
wishes of the Giver as sacred, and gladly obey them¢?

“It would be a mean sort of boy that wouldw't do that
mueh for such a gemerous friend,” ventured Harry, as the
gpeaker paused thoughtfully,

“ Tt would: seem s0,” said Mrs. Grant. Then, taking up one

~ of the peaches she continued, ¥ We will, for the sake of illus-
tration, eall this Sunday; that’s the day he played ball, and
came off victorious, Menday, Tuesday, and Wednesday he
camped out, and ‘ fun’ marked every one of them. Thursday,
pienic day, not half long enough. Friday, kiteflying and a
full tide of emjoyment.”

Mrs. Grant had pointed to ome peach after another in naming
them, but had avoided looking at Harry. Had she done so,
site would have seen that the lesson was striking home, for the

- boy’s face was growing erimson.

At last oanly one peach remained umnamed, Taking it up,
ghe drew a heavy sigh, and allowed her kind face to he marred
by something seldom seen on it —a scowl; then imitating as
best she could the surly tone heard not long before, she said:
“You are Sabbath, and I almoest hate you because you speil
all my nice times!*

There was an instant’s silence, then Harry, in a repentant
tone, said:

~ ¥ QOh, Auntie Grant, I see it! I have often made my boast
that with all my faults I was at least genercus; but now I see
how eagy it is te be gelfish and not know it.”

“T am glad to see my peach lesson has made you see your-
self,” said Mrs. Grant, looking pleased.

“ It has, for a faet. Six days for fun ought to satisfy any
boy, and I don’t think any one will ever apain hear me say
T hate Sabbath.”—— Adapied.

8. Tolk: “ How Shall We Observe His Day? *— This is more
than a talk; it is in the nature of a questionnaire. Note the
following thoughts:

“ Sabbath is not a day of gloom, but a day of joy. God does
not want to see His children unhappy. At the same time the
Sabbath is meant to be first a day of worship, If we keep the
day as God wants us to keep it, we shall use it for worship
and for thinking about spiritual things.

“We may use part of the Sabbath for writing missionary
Jetters, Tt will holp us to send letfers of cheer to those who
need spiritual help and encouragement,

“ We may read good books on the Sabbath. - Not merely story-
books (we shall always find time enough for these), but reli-
gious books; books that tell Bible stories, or that contzin in-
struction in spiritual things. Amn idle Sabbath is not kept as
God would have us keep it. Every Sabbath we should learn
something worth while, something that will help to make us
better boys and girls.”— ddapted.

In conmection with the following, see the story in Matthew
12:1-15.
¢ % Verse 1. Christ was no legalist. The Sabbath is not bond-
age, but Iiberty., Human nceds must be met on that as on
other days.

“ Perse 2, The Pharisees were horrified at technical vicolations
of the law as they interpreted it. Read Amos 8: 4-8.

“ Ferse 4, Christ gives Biblical instances of techmieal viola-
tions of the Sabbath ecnception of the Jews. He is interested
in our having the Sahbath spirit of good will, of kindness, the
Spirit of God.

“ Terse 6. The will of Jesus is supreme,
His acts, we can do no wreng,

“ Verse 7. TH is casy to perform ceremonies or observe rules,
but hard to exercise mercy. Rules have their place, but they
must not choke cut mercy. .

“ Ferse 11. Jesus appealy to eommon sense and conselence.
What one would do for a sheep, one must not deny a fellow
being.

“ %’ca‘se 13. Do good on the Sabbath. TUse the Sabbath to
ift up the fallen, and help the weak, and briug good eheer to
the disconsolate.” ) :
 Now ask your young people to tell how they may with profif
o themselves and others observe the Sabbath day. Also some

ay tell why they observe it. Others can tell of friendly talks
hat they have had with those not of this faith concerning the
meredness of the seventh-day Sabbath. Encourage them to
olate such experiences, Remember Christ’s actions as regards
he Sabbath, How should we spend His day? Get your mem-
ers to thinking. .
Sowrce Matter— It iz impossible to take the space to give

Il the various traects, books, and pamphlets published by this
lenomination on the Sabbath. Among the tracts the following
vom the new Bible Truth Series (order from your tract society)
il be found most helpful:

26. Breaking One Meang Breaking Ten.

28, Why a Sabbath Day?

29, What Day Ts the Christian’s Sabbath?

30. How Should the Sabbath Be Observed?

If we follow Him in
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31, Whe Originated Sunday Ohservance?

32. Is Sunday the Sabbath of the New Testament?

.84, Is the Sabbath a Definite Day?

36, The Seventh-day Sabbath, Jewisk or Christiant

These cost but one-half eent each. Some of these traets could
well be used by your members in missionary work. Do they
kngw about them?

The following texts may also be of help: Neh. 13: 18; Isa.
56:2; Isa. 68: 13, 14; Bx. 31: 12, 18; Mait, 12: 8; Mark 6: 2;
Luke 4:31; Tuke 6: 6; Luke 23: 56; John 7:23; ¥eb, 4:0;
John 9: 147 Tuke 4: 16; Luke .13: 15, 16.

Also note:

“'We sometimes hear it said that every day in the week is
observed as a rest day. That is, one nation cbserves cne day,
another nation observes some other day, and so om, so that
gvery day in the week is observed as a rest day by some one,
In some manner, and for some religious reason othcr than at-
taches to the rest day of God.

“In a work entifled, ¢ The Historical Note Book,” by Rev. E.
Cabham Brewer, LL. D, ]Fublished by J. B. Lippincott & Co.,
Philadelphia, 1892, the alleged facts are presemted in the fol-
lowing table:

Ist day Sunday Christians

2d day, Monday Greeks

idh ga.y \ %;ms&ay Persiang

ih day ednesday Assyrians

5th day Thursday Eg’yy;tians; Jesids
6th day Friday Turks

7th day Saturday Jews

— Art., * Sabbath or Day of Rest.

“But God has made only one day of the week the Sabbath,
and that is the seventh day. (Ex. 20: 811; see alse Matt.
15:13.) The others are institufions of men.”?

U V. W,
Junior Notes

Nothing is more important than a elear understanding by
oach Junier of the signifieance of true Sabbath keeping. Sueh
is the purpose of this program. In your song service use some
of the old Sabbath hymns which should he dear f¢ svery boy
and girl. Numbers 386-888, “ Christ in Song,” are among sueh.
See the Junior note of the previous program for suggestions
eoncerning the mission report,

5. Superintendent’s Talli— Tell the story of what the Sab-
bath will mean to those who keep it saeredly to the end., Base
your talk on the paragraphs concerning the Sabbath found in
“The Great Controversy,” pages 580, 592, 605, 614-634. Then
bring the lesson down to the present time. No boy or girl who
does not understand and love the Sabbath now will value it s0
much that he will refuse fo deseerate it when called to do so
or forfeit his life. Perhaps there is no better way t¢ ingpire
a love of Sabbath than to make sure that each fealizes that the
Sabbath rest typifies that commumion with God and peace of
soul so dear to the heart of every true believer. Fize., 20: 12,
Real eonversion is neeessary to true Sabbath keeping.

6. Becitation: “ The Sabbath)’—See the Morning Wateh
opposite the month of September.

7. Tegt Drill— Choose 8 few of the proof texts eoncerning
the Sabbath for a drill. Refer to the Junior Standard of At-
tainment leaflet, page 7, and alse to the material given in the
Senlor Notes under the heading, “ Twelve Facts About the
Sabbath.” One way of condueting a drill is as follows:

Prepare a_list ‘of questions with the answering text, Have
texts Iooked up and read, that they may be fresh in the mind
of each membed. Then flash a text or write one on the black-
board, and ask those to rise who can give the thought of the
verse, Or, ask 2 question and have thoge rise who are able to
give a Bible text In answer,

8. Beading: * The Happlest Doy~ Be sure that prepara-
tion ig made by those asked to read,

9. Roll Call: “ How Shall We Heep the Sabbath? ¥— This
may inelude all the members of the soeiety, or it may be in the
nature of a symposinm. Hach may he asked to write a para-
graph on the way_to spend the S8abbath, The paragraphs should
be eollected and read by the superintendent, that duplications
and any light treatment of the Sabbath may be avoided. If it
is.a symposium, ask five of your most consecrated Juniers to
write a few lines on the following. subjeets: .

1. Friday Preparation, .

2. The Beginning of the Sabbath.

3, Sabbath Morning.

4. Sabbath Aftermoon.

5. The Close of the Sabbath. H. H.

Devotional Meeting for April 19

Topic: © Walking Softly in the Sonctuary”’
Senior
1, Opening Exerciges,
2, Mission Bulletin Board.
3, Seripture: Ps. 122:1; Luke 2:46-49,
4, Talk: “ Behavior in the House of God.”
5, Reading: “How You Can Serve the Devil in Chureh,”
6. Talk or Reading: “ The Modern Sin”
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7. Talk: “ How We May Act”

8. Responses: “ Walking Softly in the Sanctuary.”’

9. Closing Exercises, \

Junior

1. Opening Exerciges.

2. Mmssion Report,

3. Repeat the Junior Pledgo and Law.

4, Reading: “ Walk Softly- in the Sanctuary.”

5. Musie,

8. Talk: “ The Child Jesus in the Temple”

7. Symposium: Suggestionz for Reverence.

8. Reading: “ At thé Close.”

9. Reading: Some Missionary Volunteer Rules,
- 10, Cloging FExercises.

Senior Notes

The Topie— This i3 a very important topie for your young
people to consider —— yes, for older folks, too; but particularly
for young people, inasmuch ag it is_easier for them to change
habit and viewpoint and purpose. Irreverence has been called
the modern gin of young people. Sometimes we think that the
older people are a bit hard on us in putting it this way; but
after all, haven’t you many: times heen shockod by the lack of
revevence as expressed in the actions of young people when
they have been in ehurch? There i great room for improve-
ment, we can all admit, in the matter of our behaving in chureh,
Acknowledging this, there is the opportunity before all Mis-
sionary Volunteers to lead out in such a movement right in
their own churches. This program wili toueh but a few of
the high points; at the elose there ghould be a place to make
it all very practical, L.

2. Mission Bulletin Board.— Your news from the mission
fields could well feature the nabive reveremce for that which

‘is saered along with incidents,

3. Bertpture— The passages cited should bo read. .

4. Tallr: “ Behowior in the House of God”’— The material
for this talk is found in “ Tastimonies,” Volume V, pages
491-500. Let the one who is to give this read and absorb this
ingtruction and then use the material as a basis for a falk,

5. Reading: “ How You Can Serve the Devil in Church./'—
It is often good for us to consider a question from the extreme
negative side in order to better appreciate it. None of us go
to church for the purpose of serving the devil, but all un-
wittingly we many times further his plans. It is understood
that the matter is put in this form so as to perhaps  shoek”
gur mindg into 2 better understanding of conditions and wrong
customs. The material will be found elsewhere under the title
as given above,

6. Talk or Reading: “ The Modern Sin-—It may mnot be
necessary to use this if you have also included the material
given in No. 4. They may be ineorporated in ome talk if
desired.

“ There is a growing evil that is really both sinful and shame-
ful, and that is the sin and shamo of irreverence, It is shown
in many ways, most gommonly, perhaps, in speech. A dash of
-profanity is supposed to stremgthen, but really weakens and
sullies many a public address.

“ Hven if the name of God is not used lightly, words of
sternal and awful import are used as commonly ag if they were
of no more conseguence than & ragman’s street ery.

“ A prominent business man who has until reeently been
considered worthy of a Cabinet position in the new Adminis-
tration, while testifying before a Congressionsl commission,
‘gwore like & mmle driver, as one paper sail. His profamity
has been reported abroad, though in many ecities if & poor
gamin had sworn thus upon the street he wonld have heen
arrested and fined. This man even glorles in hig profanity,
and haz been applauded for his ‘mnervous English, by certain
papers. I am piad that other papers seem to think it has
spoiled his chanee for the Cabinet. At a reeent college alumni
meeting, a college that was founded to train men for the
ministry, the exereises were introduced by a profane and
roisterous song, immediately before the divine blessing was
invoked upon the asupper. -

“Trreverence in the house of God and in reHgious meefings,
T fear, is a contagious evil. T have geen more than onece a
lad distract with his grimaees, whispering, laughing, and andi-
ble remarks, a large Christian Endeavor meeting, Sueh a boy,
if he will not reform after kindly admonition, ought fo be
expelled and never allowed to eome again until he behaves
with dceeney and reverenee, It it mistaken kindness and an
injury to the whole society, to treat him wtih leniency.

“ Thore iz no s8in which young people of today need to guard
against more than that of irreverence; no virtue they need to
cnltivate more sedulously than yeveroneo for God, His house,
and His word.”— The Pilgrim,

Y. Talk: ¥ How We May Act.” The elosing days of earth’s
history are upon us; we know that just before us sre times of
great trial and persecution; and the injunction to us at this
time is that we forsake not the ¢asgsembling of ourselves to-
gether, and so much the more, ag ye see the day ap-
proaching’ In Volume V we read thab our church services
‘aro God’s appointed agencies to prepare a people for the
c¢hurch ahove; ? and veét the statement ¢ also made through the
spirit of prophecy, that we do not receive ¢ one hundredth part?
of the blessing we should in these serviees. If owr church serv-
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iecs are intended to prepare us for the church above, and wx
are recelving only one hundredth part of the blessing we should
is there not danger that we shall fail to be ready at last? I
it not time we were trying to find out why we are losing 9!
per cent of the blessing God has for us?

“ As we search for the renson for this great loss, we find b
Volume V this statement: ‘ No wonder our churches are feeble
and do not have that deep, earnost piety in their borders tha
they should have. Our present habits and customs, which dis
honor God, and bring the sacred and heavenly down to the leve
of the common, are against ug” Continuing to read in thi
eonnection, we find that this is because we are going ¢ directl;
contrary ’ to the instruetion God hes given; and we also fing
that if we continue to neglect counsel, f we are sinners againg
great light,” and ‘it will he far more tolerable for the heathe
in the day of God’s retributive justice than for us’

“ We are also told that wherever a meeting is held, in church
cave, or cabin, the Master will be present; and the plave i
gacred if the Lord is there. Do we really believa that this i
true? We read in Habakkuk 2: 20, ‘ The Lord ig in His hol
temple: let all the earth keep silence beforo Him.! If w
ghould search no farther than this, and with these thought
in mind ge from church to ehureh in meeting or Sabbat
schoel, we would soon reeognize that we are coming far short
In harmoeny with the text just quoted, we have the more detaile
coungel given in Velume V, in the chapter on ‘Behavior i
the House of God, and every chureh and Babbath school office
and every parent, should earefully read the instruetion ther
given and then co-operate to bring about a better conditiof
‘We give with this some of the most pointed sentences; preserv
this article and help to make your children and the member
of your church and school familiny with them. Bring the:
often to mind and by precept and example help to gain greatc
blessings in our Sabbath service. How shall we be guiltler
when our boys and girls come up before the bar of God um
prepared, if we do not help to make known thiz counsel an
ingtruetion? It is not for some certain few, but we are tol

“ ¢ Nearly all need to be taught how to eonduet themselve
in the house of God.

“‘When the leaders in the church, ministers and peopl
fathers and mothers, have not had elevated views of th
matter, what could be expeeted of the inexperienced childrent

“¢When the worshipers enter the place of meeting, the
should do 80 with decorum, passing quictly to their seats.

# ¢ TIf some have to wait a few minutes before meeting begin
let them maintain a true spirit of devotion by silent meditatio
koeping the heart uplifted to God in prayer that the servie
may be of special benefit to their own hearts, and lead to tl
conviction and eonverzion of other souls.’

“fCommoen talking, whispering, and iaunghing should not t
permitted in the house of worship, either before or after ti
service” They ‘should find no sanction in the house whe
God ig worshiped.’

“{ Sometimes young men and women have go little revercn
for the homse and worship of God that they keep up a co
tinnal communieation with each other during the sermo
Could these see fhe angels of God looking upon them, ar
marking their deings, they would be filled with shame, wi
abhorrence of themselves. (God wants attentive hearers.’

“In speaking of the children, the messenger says: ¢ The

"are too often found in groups, away from the parents, wl

gshonld have charge of them/

“¢ AN the service should be condueted with sclemnity a
awe, as if in the vigible presence of the Master of assemblie

% When the meeting is opened by prayer, every knee shon
bow in the presenee of the Holy One, and every heart shon
agecend to God in silént devotion.’

“¢Sleep not for one instant, because by this slumber v
may lose the very words that you need most,— the very wor
which, if heeded, would save your feet from straying in
wrong paths.’ K

“¢When the benedietion is pronouneed, all should still -
guiet, ag if fearful of losing the peace of Cluist. TLet all pa
out without jostling or lond falking, feeling that they are
the presence of God, that Ilis eye is resting upon them, a;
they must aet ag in His visible presence, Let there he
stopping in the aisles to vigit or gossip, thus blocking the
up so that others eannot pass out. The precincts of the chur
should be invested wilh a sacred reverence. Tt should not
made a place to meet old friends, and visit and introdu
eommon thoughts and worldly business transactions. The
should be left ontside the ehurch. God and angels have be
dishonored by the careless, noisy langhing and shuffling of f
heard in some places,’ - .

“If this counsel is heeded, what a change it will make
many places of worship., None standing in halls or antercon
but all quietly and reverently waiting for the service to begi
children with teacher in the Sabbath sehool, ar with parents
the le}urch serviee; no one whispering;. all respeetfully waitin
realizing that they are in the presence of the King of kings

“We cannot afford to lose any of the blessing God has 1
u3 week by week: we need every good influenece to prepare
for the trials soon to come. Unifte with us in an earnest eff
to cultivate reverence for the house of God, that His Spi
and the angels of light may not be grieved away from u
— Mrs. Flora Dorcas, i the Workers Bulletin.
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8. Besponses— This ia your opportunity to make this pro-
gram mean something practical and definite. As leader, note
the following suggestions by Elder E. E. Andross, which ap-
peared several years age in this periodical:

“Tf Jesus were to visit our churches inm person and be ree-
ognized by us, how different would be our attitnde from what
it is eommonly in the house of Godl

“In Great Britain a beautiful custom prevails, which I should
very much like to see started in our houses of worship here,
‘When the worshiper enters the house of God, before taking his
geat, it is coustomary to kneel in gilent prayer. In some in-
stances he will take his seat, and then bow the head in silent
prayer for a few moments. Following this, perfect quiet is
maintained wntil the serviee closes. Amother beautifau! custom
which prevails in Scotland, and which I believe would be very
advantdgeous if it could be introduced into our churches, is

that as soon as the benediction is pronounced, the worshipers.

all quietly take their seats and enpage in a few moments of
silent prayer. Then all quietly withdraw from the house of
worship. *

“TIt would be much better for us, after a few moments of
silent prayer, to take our seats and read a portion of Scripture
until the serviee proper opens, than for vs to engage in con-
versation with any ene, or to be aimlessty looking about over
the church, We must remember that heavenly messengers are
in the house, and God’s Holy Spirit iz present. Let us hold
eemmunion with God during these saered moments, rather than
with any friend, however dear he may.be to us. While the min-
ister is engaged in silent prayer, after entering the pulpit, all
the congregation should bow the head in silent communion with
God. ‘When the meeting is opened by prayer, every knee
should bow in the presence of the Holy One, and every heart
should ascend to God in silent devotion.

“T realize that in some of our churches it is guite diffienlt
for the worshipers to bow between the seats, which T beligve to
he quite unforfunate; but where it is possible, I believe that
this custom should he revived im our churches and regularly
followed. I am confident that by adhering to some of these
regulations that were so carefully followed by God’s ancient
people, we should find much greater hlessing in our public
services than we do when we disregard them. T singerely hope
that the officers of our churches will give careful heed to this
matter, and as faithful stewards call the attention of the breth-
ren and sisters in all the churches to this important counsel,
and do all in their power to secure proper reverence in the house
of God.” :

Now ask your members to express themselves as to how they
feel they should aet in the church and at their own services.
After you have heard from some of them, it might be well to
note the rules adepted by one society.

‘Prof. M. E. Xern says:

“QOne newly organized Missionary Volunteer Soclety has
agreed upou some excellent rules of conduct in their society
meetings. In this age of irreverenca it is well for us to take
heed to the admonition, ‘ Be still, and know that I am God.

“¢1, That all talking in the vestibule or in the schoolroom be
darried on in a suhdued tone of volee and a reverent mammer.

“¢2, That sl talking cease wpon entering the inmer door of
the church.

“¢3, That each member pass quietly to his seat, and bow
his head for a few moments In silent prayer.

¢4, That he remain quiet until the signal for opening is

iven,

iy 5. That the seatzs be filled from the fromt backward.

. %6 That no unnocessary whispering be carried on during
services. -

“¢7, That at the close of the meeting, those sifting on each
bench pass out in order, beginning with those in the rear.

“¢§ That cach member appoint himself a committee of one
0 make the society a success, to encourage his fellow members,
and to weleome all visifors.

“¢9, That a committee of five be appointed for the purpose
of promoting good order and reverence as set forth hy these
sules, or by any legislation that may be adopted hereafter.

“¢10, That these rules are subject to amendment or addi-
ion only by the affirmative vote of at least ome half of the
executive committee.’

“ These rules, conscientiously carried out will beget habits of
reverence and thoughtfulness which mean great strength of
character, and lead to sueeess in life.”

After a reading of the rules by your secretary or one of your
officers, ask your memhers to adopt them if they are in favor
pf them. Gain, if possible, an expression from them. If they
are whole-heartedly in faver of them, these suggestions will
stimulate observance. They could later be printed and passed
around as a reminder. U. v. W.

Junior Notes

This program dealg with a phase of our Junior Law. Have
he pledge and law written or printed in some conspicucus
lace. If all have memorized them, so much the better. All
hould stand as they are repeated or read.

4. Reading; “ Walk Softly in the Sanctuery.”— Although the
ollowing interpretation of the phrase, © Walk softly in the
anctuary,” may be familiar to all, it should he read carefully

and thoughtfully, so that all may grasp again the full mean-
ing of the words. Ilave ome of your best readers present it. .

“X will walk softly, making my feet, my hands, and my
heart fit the time and place. God is in the churéh building,
because it is dedicated to His service, Im the church I will be
quiet, ¢areful, and reverent in all I do and say.

“ God is present at all prayer time. I will shut my eyes and
think of Him while I or others may be praying.

“ And God has made for Himself a temple and an audience-
room in all the woods and fields, There I may shout and play,
ad well ag study and think, but I will take care not to destroy
anything neecdlessly, and I will listen well to what God tells
me there.”— Junior Manaal.

6. Talke: “ The Child Jesus in the Temple”— This should be
undertaken by ome of the older and more thoughtful Juniors,
or it may even be in place as a superintendent’s talk, Base
your talk on Luke 2: 46-49, Read chapter 8 of “ The Desire of
Ages” As you read, mark the points which show what Jesus
learned and what He did in the temple. Then tell the story,
emphasizing the fact that Jesus spent His time there in study
and meditation. One great reason for irreverence ameng hoys
and girls is the fact that they are thinking of other things,
gometimes even sceking some so-galled © fun? in church. If
each one went there seeking fo become better acquainted with
God, there would be quiet attention given to the speaker, join-
ing in the hymns and prayer. Whispering would not even be
thought of. Sometimes the exenge ig given that the sermon is
not “interesting.” Ask the question of yourself, “ What
would Jesug do then? ” and answer it honestly.

7. Symposiwm.: Suggestions for Reverence—— A week before
this program, ask five Juniors to take special notice of anything
which oceurs on Sabbath which he considers irreversnt and
which he thinks might have been avoided. Ask him to report
on his ohservations and to suggest some way in which the
situation might be remedied. Make it elear to these taking
this part that it is not pecple but eonditions which are to be
reported om, Alse suggest that notes be made on any features
which encourage reverence.

8. Reading: “ 4t the Clese.”— Have some one read the fol-
lowing paragraphs:

“ After the closing exercigses, what do you de? Were yon cver
in a society where the room changed suddenly to a regular
babel, everyhody talking and laughing while passing out in
confusion? Such a condition is distressing, It iz dangerous,
positively dangerous! It ig pulling up the flower just planted;
it ig turnming the cement out of the mold before it settles. If
your society has had any such trouhle, will you not try to learn
2 lesson from our English friends?

“ At the General Conference held in San Franciseo in 1918,
Elder M. N. Camphell related an experiemce that had im-
pregged him deeply. One day duxing the great World War,
he was conducting a service in one of our churches in England,
when suddenly the siren signaled. That meant another air raid,
and called all to go quickly to cellars and caves for safety.
Elder Campbell said he promounced the benediction immedi-
ately. Baut the audience did not rush out even at that critical
hour. All sat down for a few moments of gilent prayer, and
then passed out quietly and reverently to seek places of refuge.”
— Missionary ¥olunieers and Their Waork.’

9. Reading: Some Missionary Volunteer Eules~— Read the
rules made by one Misgionary Volunteer Soclety, as given in
the “Responses” of the Senior Notes. After reading them
through onde, ask the soclety to vote on those which they think
ghould be adopted as rules for your society. Pause after
reading for the second time each item, and call for a vote by
a show of hands. .

Importent: Study the Junior Notes for the program of April
26. The success of a meeting often depends upon planning far
enough ahead to make thorough preparation possihle.

How You Can Serve the Devil in Church

You know, of course, that the devil always has an appoint-
ment at the same place and at the same time that God has,
and se is always present at every religious serviee

Here are a few ways in which you ean be of serviee fo
hig satanic majesty:

1. Of course you must come late, for this will not only
aftract the attention of the audience, but will greatly dis-
comfit the speaker, who is God's mouthpieec.

9. You must be very choiee in your selection of a seat, for
if you should find a seat quite readily, the audiemce might
return its attention immediately to the spcaker, and thus get
nearly the full benefit of the sermon,

3. You must take possession of the end of the seat near
the aiste, so that any who might come later will have To aqueeze
by you and in this way add to the confusion.

4, After you are seated,— or at least after you have entered
the room,— you should think to remove your coat and other

wraps. Do this in the most conspieuous manner possible.
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5. Never look at the minister or speaker unless to eriticize
his movements, posture, or dress.

8. It is well to be fully stocked wp with a cold, se as to be
able to cough, sneeze, or blow the nose, in this way abtraet-
ing attention and helping to drown out the sound of the
speaker’s voice.

7. One of the best ways to prevent others from getiing the
full benefit of the sermon is te be continmally looking around,
from side to side, and especially behind you.

8. Any noise you can make, such as thrumming with the
fingers, shuffling the feet on the floor, or by dropping some-
thing, helps ¢ prevent those near you from concentrating
their minds on what is being said, and the devil always ap-
preciates it.

9. Certainly you will never neglect to engage in at least a
little conversation with your neighbor, and exchange smiles
and nods with any of your friends who may be present. Should
you fail in this, you would be guilty of being unfriendly;
and besides, the devil wants everybody’s atiention directed to
you instead of to the speaker.

10, If you happen to be quite familiar with those about you,
there are many things you can do, such as kicking or seraping
your feet on the seat in fromt, jiggling the bench on which
you sit, or toying with your neighbor’s coat or hair

11. In order to better obstruct the view of those behind yowu,
oné of the best-known methods is to be congtantly changing the
pogition of your heed, preferably by moving it from side to
side.

12, While the cloging hymn is being sung, or at least before
the benediction is pronomnced, yom should don your wraps and
get everything ready to maké a hurried departure.

By carefully noticing others and by & little original thought
on your own part, you should be able to contrive many other
ways in which to eonfuse both speaker smd audience, and thus
prove yourself a most faithful emissary of his royal highmess
the author of confusion— C. 4. Woolsey, in Field Tidings.

Devotional Meeting for April 26
. Senior
Topie: “ Immortality Only Through Christ”
. Opening Exercises.
. Bpecial Musie.
. Reaﬂing of Key Thought.
. Talk: “Man Is Not Immortal.”
Talk: “Only Through Christ Can Men Obtain Immor-
tality.”
. Questionnaire.
. Closing Excreises.

o g S
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Junior

Topic: “ Just Being Kind”

. Opening Exercises.

. Migzion Report.

. Beripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 13.
. Leader’s Talk: “ Our Program.”
Reeitation; * Thy Ncighbor”

Talk: “ The Burden-Bearer.”

. Recitation: “ Do a Kindness.”

. Reading: * Getting Even.”

. Symposium: “ A Kind Aet”

. Close by repeating Ps. 19: 14,

=
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Senior Notes

1. Opening Ezercises—-You, of course, understand by this
time, that the term ¢ Opening Exercises ” includes your songs
and the prayer seagon, the amnouncements, the collection, and
may also include the missions information that your special
committee will have to report from- week to week, Endeavor
to have ag much variety in the handling of these varions fea-
tures as possible, Study to make them of very real interest
indeed.

2, Special Musie— If your society is a large one, you will
have a chorister and an organist, who will act as a sort of
mmgie committee, and as such will be on the lookout for the
providing: of speeial musie. In arranging for special selee-
tions, endeavor to choose those that ave fitting for a devotional
meeting. The society leader should, of course, know the na-
ture of the-song so as to give a good introduetion to the part,
and at the same time assist in keeping this special feature a
fitting part of the whole. There are some splondid old advent
hymns that will make good musical features. They can be
found in “ Hymns and Tunes.”

8. Reading of Key Thought— As chosen by Elder Meads
MaeGuire, it ig as follows:

“ Immortality, promised to man on condition of obedience,
had been forfeited by transgression. Adam could not transmit
to his posterity that which he did mot possess; amd there could
have been no hope for the fallem race, had not God, by the
sacrifice of His Son, brought immortality within their reach.
‘While ‘death passed upen all men, for that all have sinned,’
Christ ¢ hath brought life and immortality to light throngh the
gospel’ And only through Christ can immortality be obtained.
Said Jesus,”* He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life,) Kvery
man may come into possession of this prieeless blessing if he
will comply with the conditioms. Al ‘who by patient eon-

tinuanee i well-deing seek for glory and honor and immow-

tality,’ will reeeive eternal life”—* The Great Controversy,”
p. §88. .

4. Talle: “ Man Is Not Immortal”— In connection with the
texts given, the one who takes thig part should have some of
the valuable leaflets issued.by our publishing houses. Among
those especially helpful for this talk sge the following:

Bible Truth Series

No. 19, Is Man Mortal or Immortal?

No. 23. “ Immortal Soul ¥ Forta Demolished

No. 20. Where Are the Dead?

No. 22, Will Sinners Suffer Throughout Eternity?

Pries, each, one-half cent.

In addition there is the smaller tract, ““Is Man Immortal?”
of the Words of Truth Series leaflats, No. 37, at one cent.

The following texts will be found helpful:

Rom. 5:12. Al men have sinned and are condemmed
to death,

Job 4:17, Man is therefore mortal.

1 Tim, 6: 15, 16. Ged only is immortal.

Rom. 2: 6, 7. Men are admonished to seek immortality.

5. Tall: “ Only Through Christ Can Men Obiain Immor-
tality—

2 Tim. 1:10, Life and immortality are brought to
light through the gospel,

John 11:25. Christ is the Iife,

John 10: 10. Hs came to give life to men.

John 3: 36, Accepting Christ brings everlasting life,

1 John 5:11, 12, Without Him we bave not life.

- 1 Cor. 15: 51.53. Having eternal life in Christ, we

ave clothed with immortality when He comes.

The following is guoted from the leaflet, “Xs Man Mortal
or Immortald” by Kdgar L. Maxwell:

“ Chiist ¢ abolished death, and brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel.’ 2 Tim. 1:10. He bromght this
immortality to light by abolishing death. If Ie had not abol-
ished death, there mever would have been any immortality for
the song of men., The work of Christ, therefore, was necessary
in order that men might have immortality; and only through
Christ can men ever attain to immortality. This great truth
is simply yet very clearty taught in 1 John 5: 9-12:

“‘If we reeeive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater: for the witness of God is thig, that He hath borne
witness concerning His Son. He that believeth on the Son of
God hath the wilness in him: he that believeth not God hath
made Him a liar; because he hath not believed in the witness
that God hath borne concerning His Son. And the witness is
this, that God gave unto us eternal life, and thigz life is in
His Son. He that hath the Son hath the life; he that hath
not the Son of God hath not the life.

“ Another passage will serve o make very clear the ezaet
relation of the believer to this eternal life that is ‘in iz Son: * -
“¢¥Ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God, When
Christ, who is our life, shall be manifested, then shall ye also

with Him be manifested in glory.’ Col. 3: 3, 4.

“ The evident teaching of these passages is that only those
who have Christ, those who helieve and confess Him as their
personal Saviour, will have immeortality. Those who do accept
Him and confess Him receive this eternal life. They do not
receive it, however, in setual possession, during the present life;
but it ig, to use a familiar illustration, deposited to their evedit °
“with Christ in God’ Tt is as certain as would be the in-
heritance of a minor child which was deposited by his guardian
in a bank that cemmot fail. The child of God can as gurely
know that he is to come into possession and enjoyment of
eternal life, ag the minor knows that he is to come into posses-
sion and enjoyment of his inheritance om reaching the age of
twenty-one years,

“There need be no fear of the failure of God. A bank may
break, but Ged camnot fail, The Christian may even die, ag all |
have died hitherto; still the faithfulness of God watches over
the preeious dust of -His child, and ¢ when Christ, who iz our
life, shall be manifested,” ¢the voice of the Archangel’ will
call him from the grave, and the life, the sternal life so long
deposited to his eredit with Christ in heaven, will be bestowed
on him in glory.

“Though it is true that no man iz naturally immortal, and
only those who seek for immortality will ever obtain it, and
then only at the second coming of Christ, it is also true that
he that helieves ¢ the witness that Ged hath borne eoneerning
His Son,/ and receives this witness within him, will, at the
appearing of his Lord, begin an experience that will last
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through all ctornity. For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” John 3: 167

6. Questionnaire— If you have many members of your so-
ciety who are already members of Attainment, this part of
your program should be lively and interesting, The plan is
to have some quick answers to questions on the general topic
under consideration. These questions ean be used in whole
or in part, as your program will permit. Tf desired, they may
bo used as a Bible reading. It is suggested that the material
be used as numbered, and the gquestions given to some to use,
znd the answers to others. If your society iz not a large one,
you ean divide up in that way. .

“ g, Who ig immortal? -

« Answer—* The King etornal, tmmortal, invigihle, the only
wige God? 1 Tim. 1;17,

“p., Are not all men ereated immortal?

“ Ans—— God ‘only hath immortality) 1 Tim. 6: 16.

% ¢ Is this immortality revealed by nature? or is it through
Jesus Christ and His gospel? .

“ Ans— By the appearing of owr Saviour Jesus Christ, who
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality
to lighd through the gospel” 2 Tim. 1: 10,

“d. Who has pewer to bestow immortality upon man?

“ Ans—* The gift of God ig eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord” Rom. G: 23, '

“¢. To whom will God impart immoriality?

" ¥ Ans—~ To them whe hy patient continuance in well-doing
seek for glory and honor and immortality” Rom. 2:7.

“f, What shall be thelr reward?

“ Ans— Eternal Ufe’ Rom. 2: 7,

“ g. Upon what conditions may we chtain thig hlessing?

“ Ans—+ Tight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal
life.” 1 Tim. 6: 12,

“h., When do men obtain immortality? Is it at death, or
at the resurreetion?

“JAM.—«‘ The dead shall be raised incorruptible.’ 1 Cor.
15:°52.

“4, How ghall those who are not dead hecome ineorruptihlef?

“ Ans— We shall be changed.” 1 Cor. 15:52.

“ 7, When will thiz change take placef

“ Ans— At the last trump’ -1 Cor, 15: 52,

“k. How suddenly will tho change ocenr?

“ Ans— In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump, 1 Cor, 15: 53, €

“7 Will this change be a change of the internal, or of the
external and physical, or eorruptible man?

“ Ans,—* This corruptible must pwt on ineorruption’ 1 Cor.
15: 53.

“m. What, then, becomes immortal§ .

“ Ane— This mortal must puf on immortality’ 1 Cor,
15: 53,

“n. Where now is the Chrigtian’y life?

“ dns—* Your life is kid with Christ in God.” Col. 3: 3.

“ g, How, then, should we live?

“ Ans—* Lel us not be weary in well-doing: for in due
season wo shall reap, if we faint not’ Gal 6: 9, .

“p. What will he the fate of those who sow to the flesh?

“ dns— Thoy * shall utterly perish in their own corruption.’
2 Peter 2: 12,

“g. Ig it possible for man to be uiterly destroyed?

“ dng—* Foar Him which is able to destroy hoth soul and

body in hell” Matt. 10: 28. .
“p, What 18 the wages of sin?
r fdns—f The wages of sin is death’ TRom. 6: 23.

“ g Is this death merely a bhodily death?

“ Ans— The soul that sinneth, it shall die’ Eze. 18: 20,

“t. If the wicked turm away from hiz wickednoss and do
right, what then? . .

“ Ans—* He shall save his goul alive’ KEze, 18: 27,

“w. How does God manifest iz love fo meny

“ Ans— God so loved the world, that e gave Iis only

_ begotten Som, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life’ John 3:16.

%49, What ig our Saviour’s complaint eoneerning mankind?

“ Ang~* Ye will not come to Me, that ye might have lifs’
John §: 40,

“ . What ig the command of God to all?

“# Ans— Oast away from you all your tramsgressioms, . . .
for I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith
the Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.’ Hze.
18: 31, 327 U. V. W.

Junior Notes

A bright, cheery song serviee is essential to a good start
on a program of this kind. Numbers 559, 738, and 568 in
“ Christ in Song” are especially appropriate.

Importent— Be sure that Juniors have been appointed for
the misgion report the week before. It should be a regular

| feature of the preceding program to select fhose to bring in
mission news or pictures for the next week, The program
committee ghould also plan a week ahead if the suggestions for
the symposium in this program are carried out. See nofe
uwnder that heading,
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3. Seripture Reading— The whole society may read this |

chapter together. It is such a familiar one fhat many may have
memorized it. FEncourage as many as can to repeat it.

4, Leader’'s Talk: * Ouwr Program— The purpese of this
talk is to make clear o all, the poeint of the program -—that
our Christianity is measured by our kindness to those wo meet.

Tell in your own words the story of the parable of the sheep -

and the goats as Jesus told it in Matthew 25: 31-46. If we
have God’s love in our hearts, it will shine out by kindly deeds.
And it is only when'we do have that love in our hearts that
we shall be ready to meet Jesus when He comes,

The story is told of the woman who offered to do the chores
on the farm so that her husband and the children, along with
the hired man, might go to the village to see the king as he
passed by. Happily ail dressed in their hest, and went off for
a day of pleasure, while she, dressed in her stout dark aprom,
did the dishes, swept the floor, fed the chickens, and then with
her clean, ghining pail, started the milking. The pail was but

half full of foaming white when she looked up and saw a .

dusty, travel-stained stranger coming toward her. .
“I am thirsty,” he said, *“can you not give mo 5 drink
of milk?”
Knowing that few care for warm milk
alacrity, and said, “ Just one minute and T have 8 cooler,

swoeter drink for you” With hhste she brought a dipper of °

rich milk from the cooler down hy the spring. He, refreshed
and gladdened hy the wholesome eool drink, asked with in-
terest, “ How is it you are alone today??”

“The rest have gone to see the king,” she replied. - You
know he passes through our village today.’”

The traveler laughed a merry laugh, and lifting his cap so
the woman eould hetter recognize him, replied, “ They won’t
see the king today, but youn have.”

There is a lesson in the story. Might we not see our King
hy doing kindly aets for those at home? .

Clggeg 4):mnr talk with the story of the good Samaritan, Luke
10: 30-34,

Emphasize the thought that any one in need -

she aroge with -

whether at home, school, or ‘'on the street should be helped by

one whe is serving Christ.
parved. Tt is suggested that one of the older memhers recite,
“ Thy Neighbor,” and owe of the -younger Jumiors, “Do a
Kindness,”

6. Tolk: “ The Burden-Bearer— The following suggestions
may help in the preparation of the talk. If you have ever

-vigited a zoo amd seen a camel, you have seem the burden-

béarer of the desert. TFind g description of the camel in your
geography., Tell how-the great boxes and bales are tied to the
humps of these animals and earried by them for miles under
a burning sun. Tell how the sofi, spongy feet spread out on
the sand, so that he can {ravel with esse in a desert. He ecan
go without water for a long time. Camels are patient animals;
they arve fitted for earrying burdens in hard places. We, too,
have been asked to be hurden-bearers, Gal. 6: 8. Thiz world
scems @ desert to many people who are burdened down with
sorrows. What are some of the practics]l ways inm which we
can -bear others’ burdens? Speak of helpfulness and cheerful-
ness in the home, of courtesy on the street. A lad opened s
store door for a woman who was loaded with bundles. Make
a number of practical suggestions whieh your fellow members
might carry out. °

8. EBeading: “ Getting Even”— Given olsewhere in this issue.

9. Symposium: * A Kind Act’— The week hefore thig meet-

'ing,ﬂsk five Juniors to wateh for kinduess, and fo tell the

kindest act they have seen that weck. Ask each one to keep
what they are going io say seeret until time for meeting,
Appoint three judges who are to decide who told of the
kindest act. Tt may be the picking up of a handerchief that
has been dropped. It may be no more than helping an infirm
old woman off a car. But, keep your eyes open. There is
kindness all around us if we wateh for it. H. H

Getting Even

“I'LL get oven with you, Tom Byers, Youwll see! Cutiing
the st}fing of my new kite and letting it fly away, just to be
mean.

& and 7, Recitations.— Both these should he carefully pre- -

“T don’t see how you ean” said Bob, wateching Tom slam -

the door of the tumble-down honse where ho lived; *“ he's
bigger than you are, and hig father is away almost all the
time, and his mother is dead.”

“Let’s go down behind the barn and talk ahout it,” an-
swered Ted, and the two boys ran fo their favorite hiding
place.

“T've thought of a brand-new way,” said Bob.
and P11 whisper.” .

At first TFed would not agree to the whispered plan, but
Bob kept on talking until ke said he would.

It was nearly dark that night, when they went down the road,
carrying a heavy basket befween them. They erept up to the

window of Tom’s house and saw him sitting at a table, with

only a foew dishes and a little bread on it. They put the hasket
on the step, gave a loud rap, and hid where they could wateh
him eome out. He took the basket in, and through the dirty

 Listen,.
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window they could ses him standing and locking at if, ag if
he did not dare opon it.

« He’s teased so many of the boys, he thinks some one has
brought a snake or g rai to searc him,” said Bob.

Just then Tom took off the paper tied over the basket, and
very slowly opened one of the three boxes he saw. Then he
gave a big jomp of surprige, and puiled open the other boxes.
One was filled with crisp cookies, another held big red apples,
und the last had hickory nuts. Underneath the boxes was a
sweater, faded, but thick and warm, and under that a suit of
clothes, Tom could searcely believe his eyes, he drew his
ragged sleeve across his eyes, and then looked again. At the
very bottom of the basket wag a piece of paper with “Ted ”
writiten on it.

“ Where did you get all the things?” asked Bob, as they
ran down the road.

“ Aunt Julia sent me the cookies for a present, and the
nuts and apples grew on my own trees, so I could give them
away if I wanted to, Mother said the clothes were too little
for Harry and too big for me, so I could give them to Tom.
She didn’t know how we were going te do ib, though”

“Didn’t he jump, though?” chuckled Bob., “I wonder how
he feels now!?”

The next night they found out, for there was a knock at
the door, and when Ted openbd it, Tom was standing there
holding @ fine, bigt kite. As soon as he saw Ted, he said,

“T'm gwful sorry I took your kite, and I made this one for
you, and — and — I liked the things in the hasket a lot.”

Ted had “got even,” in the “ Jesus way,” as he told his
mother that night— Virginie Beid.

Thy Neighbor

[Four children come forward, bearing a long strip of paper.
They unrcll i, and held it stretched out before them ag they
stand in a row. On it iz printed very plainly the question,
“Who is my neighbor?” This question the children answer
by Tepeating the poeni, verse about, uniting on the last stanza.]

THY ncighbor? It is he whom thoun
Hast power to aid and bless,
*  'Whose aching heart and burning brow
Thy soothing hand may press.

Thy neighbor? *Tis the fainting poor
Whose cyo with want ts dim,

Whom hunger sends from door to door —
Go thou and succor him,

Thy neighbor? ’'Tis that weary man,
Whose years aye at their brim,

Bent low with sickness, cares, and pain —
Go thou and comfort him.

Thy mneighbor? ’'Tis the heavt beveft
Of every earthly gem;

Widow and orphan, helpless left —
Go thou and shelter them.

Whene'’sr thou meot’st a3 human form
Less favored than thine own,
Remember ’tis thy neighbor worm,
Thy brother or thy son.
— 8Belected.

Do a Kindness

[MNine ehildren may reeite this, each of the nine taking a
eouplet, and all joining in the last stanza. If you wish, you
may give each child a letter of the words, “4 kindness,” to
ghow im the proper order.)

Do a kindness, do it well;
Angels will the story tell.

Do 2 kindness, tell it not;
Angel hands will mark the spot.

Do a kindness; though no story
It may grace, 'twill ring in glory.

Do a kindness; though ’tis small,
Angel voices sing it all,

Do & kindness; never mind!
What you lose, the angels find.

A Do a kindness, small or great;
it "Twill come back in double weight.

THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Do a kindness, never fret;
No good deed has been lost yet.

Do a kindness, do it now;
Angels know it all somehow.

Do a kindnéss, any time;
Angels weave it into rhyme.

Kindly deeds and thoughts and words
Bless the world like songs of birds.

— Helen Chace.

Advanced School Devotional Meetings

THE topics asg suggested in the regular Senior progrem will
appeal to the college young people— or they should appeal,
inagmuch ag thoy are subjects that will challenge to study.

For Week Ending April 5
Topic: * The Life of Victory”

What do your students know about the vietorious life? What
ig the victorious life? Can some of your ministerial students
give a clear résumé of the topic? In discussing this, see the
brief outline given uwnder Senior Notes. These are by BEider
Meade MacGuire, Surely college students should have a clear
understanding of how to live the life of victory in Christ.
It would be well to use as a text Elder MacGuire’s new book,
entitled, “ The New Life,” which i in the Senioxr Reading
Course for 1924, Let the meeting be a thorough disecussion
of this topie.

For Week Ending April 12
Topic: “ The Sabbath”’

A practical study of just what the inetitution of the Sabbath
means should bo profitable to college students who will go from
their schools to act as local leaders. Consider whether the
Sabbath ig a mere day, to be obsorved as gaered, and if ob-
served as such, evidence of duty fulfilled. Does the Sabbath
mean more than that? What of our relationship to it? What
of the spirit of the Sabbath? Is there danger of looking at,
it"as an mstitution only, and not as & part of God’s great plan
by and through which He can reach humanity and hestow
special spiritual blessings? A discussion of the way that col-
lege stadents might observe it, would be practical. The ques-
tion-box method might be used.

¥or Week Ending April 19
Topic: “ Reverence,”

What is the grest outstanding thing that is held against the
young people of today? Is it not lack of reverence? lack of
reverence for religion, for the house of God, for age, for in-
stitutions, for customs, for authority, for womankind, for tra-
dition? Is this aceusation justified? Just what is reverence?
There are geveral angles to the topie thal can well be developed.
The side that refers to our conduct in the house of God is
but ome. ‘That, however, could be made very praetical, and
perhaps lead the way for a change in your own community.

For Week Ending April 26

Topic: “ Immortality.”

Thiz word suggests a wide line of study, It brings in the
uestion of spiritism, of our doctrinal helief in the state of
the dead, and other lines. It is urged that this time the
gtudents adhere clogely to Elder MacGuire’s outline as given
in the Senior topie, and diseuss, at least, as the main theme,
immortality only through Ohrist. T. V. W,

Next Month’s Topics

THE topics t¢ be covered in next month’s GAZETTE will be:

May 3. Why I Ought to Go to Camp-Meeting,

May 10, Mother (in commemoration .of our mothers and

homes}.

May 17. Second Coming of Christ and the Signs of the End.

May 24. Open. (Begin now to prepare your own program.)

May 31. The Churek of Christ on Barth (ineluding bap-

tism and tithe).

The wise leader will look ahead in the gathering of ma-
terial and in the assignment of parts, fitting them together
for the hest interests of the soeciety. There will prohably be
a most popular service on the subject of ‘Mother.,” What
can your society do to make your program something more than
a mere afternoon or cvening given gver to ideslizing? Tn-
deavor to make the time one that will promote the practical
working out of your ideals,
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