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Earnest Appeals for Mission Funds

“ NuvER was there greater need of earnest, self-sacrificing
laber in the canse of Christ than now, when the hours of pro-
bation are fast closing, and the last message of mercy is to
be given to the world. My soul iy stirred within me as the
Macedonian cry comes from every direction, from the citles
and villages of our own land, from across the Atlantic and the
broad Pacifie, and frem the islands of the sea, ¢ Come over and
help us’ Brethren and sisters, will you answer the exy? say-
ing: “We wili do our best, both in sending you migslonaries
and money. We will deny ourselves in the embellishment of
onr honses, in the adornment of our persons, and in the grati-
fication of appetite. We will give the means imtrusted to ms
into the cause of God, and we will devote ourselves als¢ un-
reservedly to His work? The wants of the cause arve laid be-
fore us; the empty treaguries appeal to us most pathetically
for help. Ome dollar now iz of more value to the work than
ten dollars will be at some future peried— Testimonies,”
Vol ¥V, p. ¥32.

These words eguld mot be more applicable had they been
written but vesterday. The needs of mission fields, the empfy
treaguries, the earnest Macedonian calls coming from ¢ver the
seas from every land, are constantly with us.

" The question should ever be before uy, How may I so cir-
cumgeribe my supposed wants, hew may I so curtail this ex-
‘penditure and that, as to have -means to devote to help extend
the message of God in all the world? No loyal Seventh-day
Adventist ean eseape this proposition, It is eonstantly with us.

And God sees it all. e sces the needs, e sees also tho
resources not being turned into the chanmel for the saving of
lost souls. His demands upon us are reasonable and right.
e knows we mugt live, He understands human needs, He
graciously supplies these. He sees also that money which is
being spent for things we do not need. e sces the hundrods
and thousands of dollars tied up In various enterprises, in
hopses and lands, in expensive furnishings and worldly in-
vestments, God ecalls for this money. It is needed in carry-
ing forward His work, in pressing the triumphs of the mes-
sage to the very ends of the earth.  Probationary time is
swiftly passing. While doors are held open, while o¢pposing
elements ave held in cheelk, God expects His people to be alive
to the inferests of His kingdom, Not all can go to distant
fields, or even put in all their time in home fields, but all
ean invest their means by taking stock heavily in an enter-
prise that knows no failure, no dissolution, no elosing of doors,
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. rich with heavenly blessings,

—God’s work upon earth, the third angel’s message. And
besides the money spent for things net needed, God now calls
especially to men of large means te cut down their earthly
possessions.

“ When we make these earnest appeals in behalf of the cause
of God, and present the financial wants of our missions, cen-
scientious seuls who believe the tiuth are deeply stirred. Like
the poor widow, whom Christ commended, who gave her two
mites into the treasary, they give, in thelr poverty, to the ut-
mogt of their ability, Such often deprive themselves even of
the apparent necessities of life; while there are men and
womer who, possessing houses and lands, cling to their earthly
treasure with sclfish tenacity, and do not have faitk enough in
the message and in God to pui, their means into His work.
To these last are especially applicable the words of Christ,
¢8Bell that ye have, and give alms’”—Id., pp. 783, 734,

Then follows instruetion that it may not be the duty to sell-
“your little homes just now,” but’ all should seek God for
themselves for Hiz guidance in this matter,

To those who have large possessions and share with God their
larger incomes, & new experience may be theirs, an experience
When through Christ covetous-
nesg (that spirit, as defined by Webster, of being ¢ inordi-
nately desirous; excéssively eager io obtain and possess;
avarieious ) is put away, He will so enter into relationship
with men having the talent to acgmire means, that through
them a stream of blessings may flow info the cause through
their minigtry, N

“ God cally upen those who have possessions in lgnds and
houses [notice these expressions — more than their homes in
which they live], to sell, and to invest the money where it
will be supplying the great want in the missionary field. When
once they have experienced the real matisfaction that comes
from thus doing, they will keep the channel open, and the
means the Lord intrusts to fthem will be constantly flowing info
the treaswry, that sounls: may be converted.”—Id,, p, 733,

We know of mon who are experiencing this satisfaction, who
are sharing largely in this heavenly blessing, And they traly
do becoms real ¢ channels,” too, for God to continue pouring
His blessings through them to cthers. God. takes delight in
continuing to intrust such men and women with His benefits,
He does not desive they shall become paupers; for then they
would cease to be.chanmels of hlessing., But, instead, as by
faith they keep the channel open, and they pass on of their
abundant means fo God’s treasury, they find the Source above
them does not become exhausted. More blessings flow imto
their hands to be passed on in a constant stream of means,
“that souls may be converted.” God is secking many mere
men to thus become for Him such channels of hlessing.
“Freely ye have received, freely give.” Matt, 10: 8,

T. E. B.

_ True Obedience

“ Magrer, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?* TLauke
10: 25, “What iz writber in the law? how readest thou?”
Verse 26.

These words of the Savigur throw back the answer of the
most important question fhat a man can ask, upon the ome
who has the light upon the obligatigns of the law and who
can read with understanding. .

The man, in angwering his own question, summed up a
willing, whole-hearted, and léving obedience. Verse 27. The
Savionr at onee answered, “ This do, and thom shalt live
Verse 28,

The Bavipur eame to obey. He came to place man again on
vantage ground where he could obey. It was disobedience that
brought death. The eause must be removed,

‘When the Lord forbade Adam and Eve o eat of the fruit of
a certain tree In the garden, their continued life was subjeet to
obedience. When they disobeyed, in harmony with the counsel
of the tempter, death was the result, and all the fearful events
of these present days, such as pestiience, fire, storm, and
earthguake, were involved in their disgbedience.
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The faithinl payment.of the tithe which God has reserved
for His own uss, iz one of the most clear and positive com-
mands to be found in the Bible. He says:

“ All the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land,
orv of the fruit of the tree, ip the Lord’s: it is holy unto the
Lord. . . . And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the

flock,"even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall”

be holy unto the Lord.? Lev. 27: 30-32,

The “ Testimonies ” agree with this. In Volume TX, pages
246-249, we read:

“ All things belong to God. Men may ignore His claims.
Whiie He bountifully bestows Hig blessings upon them, they
may use His gifts for their own selish gratifieation, but they
will be ealled to give an aceount for their stewardship. ...
The one who proelaims the message of merey o fallen men
has another work also —to set before the people the duty of
sustaining the work of God with their means. He must teach
them that a pertion of their income helongs to (God, and is
o be saevedly devoted to Higs work., This lesgson he ghounld
present by both precept and example; he should beware that
he does not by his own course.lessen the foree of his teaching,

“ That which has been set apart according to the Seriptures
as belonging o the Lord, constitutes the revenue of the gospel,
and iz no longer ours. It is no better than sacrilege for a man
to take from God’s treasury in order Yo serve himself or to
serve others in their secular business, ., ., . Let no one, when
brought intp a strait place, take money* consecrated to reli-
gious purposes, and wuse it for his advsntage, soothing his
conseienee by saying that he will repay it at some future time.
. .. They are not to use it for themselves in an emergency,
nor to apply it as they see fit, even in what they may regard
ag the Lord’s work.

“ The minister should, by precept and example, teach the
people to regard the tithe as sacred. . . . He should not give
his influenee to any plans for diverting from their legitimate
use the tithes and offerings dedicated to God. They are to
be placed in His treasury and held sacred for His service as
Hé has_appointed. . . . There should be an abundant supply
in the Lord’s treasury, and there would be if selfish hearts
and hands had not withheld the fithes, or made use of them
to support other lines of work.”

Of ' those> who have digsobeyed, the Lord asks:

“Will & man rob God? Yet ye have robbed Me. But ye
?Gy, Whgrein have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings.”
al. 3: 8, ;

Does it not seem that the sbove instyuetion is as plain and
explicit as words could be framed? It scoms so to me, gspe-
cially in view of the statement that I shall meet it face to
face in the judgment, )

‘Why does tho Lord hold the tithe as so important? & This
tithing system, I saw, would develop charaeter and manifest
the true state of the heart.” If this is true, what possibilities
are inelosed in trme obedience to this command!

Recently 1 received a letter from a church officor, asking
advice. He said that a member had some tithes and offerings
to pay into the treasury, but was tempted to use them in other
ways. He sought adviee from one of our ministers, and claimed
that, after bearing his story, the minister advised him to use
them for himself, and for self purposes. We can hardly credit
this report, and feel certain that there is a mistake somewhere.

If this report was true, in the Tight of the foreguing in-
struction, the minister assumed the fearful responsibility of

deciding what God should be willing to' do with Hig “wre-.

served portion,” without being able to say, “It is written”
Ts it ¢ertain that the Lord will agree with him? If not, and
God should stilt stand by that which He has had written, what
can this minister do? Achan tried to change God’s plan to
suit his own desires, and with a repentance that came too late,
he died. King Saul triedto improve upon God’s plan by offi-
" ciating at the altar in the absence of Samuel, and hig lfe and
kingddm were forfeited.

A most solemn warning is given in Revelation 22:18, 19,
againet the adding to, ox taking from, the word as God has given
it. The minister should lay all the vespomsibility for results
upon the Lord by giving the “word” as He has given it
faithfolly.

“ The prophet, which shall presume to’speak a word in my
name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that
shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall

die.” Deut, 18: 20.
CLARENCE SANTEE,

. “'THE secret of being a saint is being a saint in seeret”

. Win their confidence and affection.

. midsummer offering to missions.

Quarterly Meeting Invitation Cards

WHILE it ought not to be necessary, yet we recently recetved
from a pastor in an Bastern eity a beautiful lithographed
card, abont the size of a post eard, upon which a very effective
personal invitation was made, or conld be made, for attendance
at the quarterly meeting serviees, At the left end of the
card, in an oval space with a black background, was the Saviour
on the cross, standing out in hold velief, printed in sunlight
gold. At the right end of the card was tastefully printed,
first, the name of the church, giving street and number where
services would be held. Then was quoted the texts, 1 Corin.
thians 11: 23, 24 (R. V.); Matthew 26:27, 28 announcing
the ingtitution of the Lerd’s Supper. Then followed the per-
sonal invitation:

“Dear Frienp: The ordinances of the Lord’s house will be
obgerved in our church, Sabbath, , 1924, This spe-
¢lal service will be one of inspiration to you. There is nome
more important, May I have the pleasure of greeting you there
on the day indieated above? —-———— [this blank for sign-
ing elder’s namel.”

Asg to the result' of using this card (and in this instance
the quarterly meeting was held on a Sabbath other than the
last Sabbath of the quarter, the regular time for this service},
the wolker writes: '

) . - :
“ Concerning the communion eard, I will say it worked fine.
We have about 130 members. But by actual count 131 were

-present to join in the eommunion, service [we have another

church in this same large city], while there were nearly 300
persons, many friends and relatives of Adventists, present.”
' ¢ B, B,

* Dealing Faithfully with Souls in Error

BorE minigters chooge for their sermons gubjeets that will
please the peopls, and offend none, This is shunning the eross
of Christ. You sce one man gelfish; another controlled by pride
or passion; another robbing God in tithes and offerings; and
another doubting and unbelieving. Do not leave these de-
ceived ones to remain blinded by the ememy in regard to their
own gpiritual standing. For each of these there iz & speecial
megsage in the Word of God. Pray for wisdom, that yon may
be able so to pregent the instructions of that szered Word that
they may see wherein theiv characters are defective, and what
ig required of them in order to conform to the true staudard.
Bring the fruth as it is
in Jesus to bear wpon their hearts; for there is no other power
that can keep the soul steadfast. The truth, planted in the
heart by the Holy Spirit, and nourished by divine grace, is
our only, safegunard against Satan’s deviees, Thus you ave fo
Iabor until you can present every wman perfeet in Christ J esue,

This personal labor is not the most agreeable work; it in-
volves a cross. Nevertheless, ministers have no right to shun
the responsibilities Iaid upon them. To deal wigely and truly
with souls ig a work that calls for special help from God. A
faithful performance of the duties assigned to Hig servants
wonld drive cvery worker in the vineyard of the Lord to his’
cloget in earnest intercession for divine aid. The love of God
in the heart will lead them to make earnest appeals— to warn, -
entreat, and reprove. If this work is neglected, souls will con
tinue in sin, eonfirmed in a wrong course by those who have
spoken to them only smooth things. In view of these con-
siderations, how earefully should we walk; how eclosely should
we cling o Jesas! — Myrs, E. ¢, White, in o talk to ministers
i an early morning meeting, Nov, 17, 1888, during the General

_Conference held in Battle Creck, and published in the Eeview

and Herald, June 17, 1884,

“i'o be a Christian, does not mean to be whitewashed;
it means to he washed white.”

Reaching Xirst Half of Missions Goal

Ox Sabbath, July 19, another oppottunity is afforded all
chureh officers to rally the forces of the church in a Iiberal
Shall any chureh remain
content mumnless the first half of thelr 1824 church goal is.
made up en this midyear Rally Day? 7. E R
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Home Migsionary Bepartment

———

OPENING THE SCRIPTURES TO OTHERS

Suggestive Outline for Home Missionary
Service ‘
(To Be Hed Sabbath, July 5)

. OpEmiNe Sona: “ An Open Bible for the World,” No. 482,
in “ Christ in Seng.”

- Beripture Lesson: Luke §:1-11.

Missionary rcports of individuals to be reacdy when offering
is received.

Prayer.
 Bong: “Urge Them to Come,” No, 531, in “ Christ in Song,”
or speeial song.

Brief veport of missionary work for past month, by ehurch
missionary seeretary.

Sermon on the topie of the serviee by pastor or visiting

{Where there is no minister, the following are suggested:

“The Word of Life” a Testimony study;” ¢ Opening the
Seriptures to Others.”) '

Secure names of all who desire to join' the Bible training
class.

Closing Song: ¢ Sound, Sound the Truth Abread!” No.
392, in “ Christ in Somg.”

Benediction,

Note to the Leaders

The service for July 5 is one of the Home Missionary ap-

pointments made at the time of the Falt Couneil, and it, s,

expected that the topie, # Opening the Seriptures to Others,”
will be the theme of the Sabbath morning serviee in every
church on that day. Where a ministexr is present, he will speak
on thiz subject. In other churches, the elder or other leader
will be able to conduet the service by making use of the mate-
rial provided in this issue of the GazrTTE. No more tmportant
miggionary subject ean he presemted before your church than
the onc outlined for this serviee, Thousands of Seventh.day
Adventists should he trained for swecessful .Bible work, and
the course of staudy will more fixmly establish the believsrs in
the iruth, as well as fit them to give the messags to others.
Make thorough preparation forx every part of the program you
will follow, giving ample time to the preparation of special
mugie, planning for a Bible training class, securing study
material, ete. In many of the larger clmrehes, no doubt the
conference, will gladly provide an experienced worker to eon-
duct the elass work, Make this service a blessing, net only
for the hour, but Lor all the future, because. of the help to the
church and the souls that will be ‘won through the endeavors
of the Bible training class, J. A. 8.

Opening the Scriptures to Others

As we gather in this servies this Sabbath morning to study
the importance of Bible work, let us hark back to the time
when Jesus wag finishing the work He came to do, That was
a day of spivitual darkness until He shed the light of truth
upon it. “The people which sat in darkness saw great light;
and to them which sat n the region and shadew of death light
is gprung up.” Matt. 4: 16. So wrote the apostle of the ful-
filment of the prophecy of Isaigh 42: 7, which foretold the com-
ing of the “true Light, which lighteth every man that eometh
into the world.,” Johm 1:9, S

Darkness came to Gtod’s c¢hosen nation because they “loved
darkness rather than light.” Chosen to represent God im the
world as heralds of truth, they had grievously failed. “ As the
Jews had departed from God, faith had grown dim, and hope
had well-nigh eeased to illuminate the future. The words of
the prophets were uncomprehended. To the masges of the peo-
ple, death was a dread mystery; beyond was wncertainty and
gloom.*—¥ The Desire of Ages,” p. 38. ’

# The people whom God had ealled to be the pillar and ground
of the truth, had become representatives of Satan. They were
doing the work that he desired them to do, taking a eourse to
misrepresent the character of Geod, and cause the world to Jook
upon Him-as a tyrant. The very priesis who ministered in the
temple had lost sight of the significanee of the serviee they
performed. They had ceassd to look beyond the symbol of the
thing signified. . In presenting the sacrificial offerings they were
a8 actors in a play. Ths ordinances which God Himself had
appointed were made the means of blinding the mind and hard-
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eming the heart. God could do no more foxr men through these
channels. The whele system must be swept away.”—1Id., p. 36.

Such was the spiritual condition of the world when Jesus
came the first time. Christ came to reveal the Father, to bear
witness to the truth. He was the living Word of God, and
multitudes thronged Him, so eager were they to hear the simple -
story of God’s love as He told it. But He also found His
way into many a bumble home as well as into the palaces of
the riech, and everywhere He wmfolded the truth of the Word.
“Aglong as I am in the world,” said He, “1 am the light of
the world,” John 9: 5, '

Jesus was a teacher. Sometimes He taught a muliitude, and
again some truth-hungry soul was the lone objeet of His ear-
nest Jabors. One of the mosi striking examples of His meth-
ods of work is afforded in the story of the two diseiples sadly
journeying toward Emmaus on the day of His resurrection.
‘What a wonderful Bible study thai must have been as they
walked along the dusty way, and, “ beginning at Moses and all
the prophets, He expounded unto, them in all the Seriptures
the things eoncerning Himgelf.” Tuke 24:27. And His labor
wag not in vain, A new light shone wpon their way, and they
testified, “Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked
with us by the way, and while He opensd to us the Seriptures?”
Luke 24: 32,

Notwithstanding the increase of knowledge and invention,
the world is in even greater darkness as it approaches the time
for the Saviour’s seeond coming, Tt was of this time that the
prophet Isaiah wrote:  For, behold, the. darkness shall eover
the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall
arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee.” Tsa.
60: 2, This day thig seripture is being fulfilled, and we do
well to consider our relation to both the time to which we have
come and the part God would have us act in finighing His work.

Darkness covers the earth because men have rejected truth.
The Bible iy challenged by thousands who profess to be fol-
lowers of Christ; and many a pulpit echoes subtle arguments
to undermine faith in its teachings, if not in open warfare
against it. Tearing from the cross the divine sacrifice, they
have erucified the law of God, and His word has been relegated
to the musty tomb of unbelief. But the power of the Word is
revealed in the millions of men and women and children who
have been emancipated from the bondage of sin through its
megsage of Immanuel, the “sinbearer.” “The triumphs of
the Word of God stand, therefore, conspicuouns. Considered in
itself, as God’s messenger and missionary, belonging to no seet,
having its own unique characier and fitness for world-wide
miggion, it has shown itself a living book by its power to give
life. Could its secret history be written, and that of the mil-
liong it has reached with its saving truths, it would astonish ws”

Dr. Axthur 'T. Pierson, from whose volume, entitled, “ The
Miracles of Missions,”™ the foregoing quotation was taken, goes
on to say: .

“ The Rev. Mr. Grabam, of Tokushima, has given an aceount
of a Japanese Christian, Toesaburo Oshima, baptized in 1898,
in his seventy-second year,

“ Thig case is remarkable for the esteem in which this old
man held the Word of God. When, in old age, failing sight
threatened to deprive him of’the privilege of reading the pre-
cions Book, he actually set aboui making with his own hands
a copy of the New Testament in characters large emough for
his own use, He began with Matthew, in 1880, and, by great
labor, in three or four years carried the work to completion.
It embraces twenty volumes, an tmyposing library, ¢eloguent
in its story of devotion to the Saviour, in whom he learned 'to
trust after more than threeseore and ten years in heathen dark-
ness.’ The body of the text is im black ink, and the headings

of chapters in red, o assist the eye. Freguently the Chinese

and Japanese characiers are introduced side by side, to aid
in grasping the meaning. When he has no intimation hefore-
hand of the subject of the sermon, he carries all the volumes
to the service, and when the chapter is announced, searches out
the needed portion, finds the place, and follows the public read-
ing of the Sexiptures, His character is held in highest esteem,
even those who speak karshly of sthers always referring to
him m terms of appreciative praise”

Everywhere, in every land, other souls will rejoice in the
“ good tidings ¥ when some faithful witness of our soon-coming
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‘Lord takes it to them. With so many, many milions still in
darkness, and so short a time in which to eulighten them, every
follower of the Christ is needed at the fromt line of service.
Surely the need of this hour is a ringing call to every Seventh-
day -Adventist o rally to God’s work, It ia a eall to individual
work for individuals. Storm-beset souls niced to he guided into
the safe haven of God’s truth, and our Bible is the life-line.

God has called the church to “ universel ection.” A sta-
tiondry foghorn has its value on a reef, or a vocky shore, as
2 warning to those who approach the point of danger. We must:
not say that thig mode of sounding an alarm has not value, but
we cannot suppoese that a foghorn, however clear its sound or
well worked its meehanfsm, can fill the place of a coast guard
of trained life-savers, who are on the wateh to put out with
their well-manned lifeboat to save endangered single mouls.
There ave different ways of working for individyal souls. Some
of these ways are better than othors, but all of them are a
great deal hetter than noue’— Individual Work,” p. 158,

The plan of giving Bible readings is a heaven-inspired one,
and there is a rapidly growing army of ehurch members who
are learning to use their Bibles in their goul-winning efforts.
Sucéess is erowning the labors of these faithful workers, and
many people are accepting the message through their labors.
One brother, working at his trade eight hours a day, finds time
to hold Bible readings evenings, and hag won a goodly num-
ber for the truth. A sister, herself omly recently won to the
message, after taking a eourse of ingtruction in a Bible train-
ing clasg, had the joy of seeing four persoms baptized as a
resnlt of her work. ~Two chureh members in the Southland be-
gan to do missionary work in their neighborhood about two
years ago. HEvery Sunday afternoon they would visit the homes
and give Bible readings. They have fourteen new Sabbatk
keepérs as a result of their work., Such instances could be
recited at great lemgth, and prove that the plan is a good one
for all o follow. ' i

“ Many workers are to aet their part, doing house-to-house
work, and giving Bible readings in families. They are to show

their: growth in grace by submission to the will of God. Thus,

they will gain a rich experience. Ag in faith they receive, be-
lieve, and obey Christ’s word, the efficiency of the Holy Spirit
will be geen in their life-work, There will be seen an intensity,
of earnest effort, There will be cherished a faith that works
by love and purifies the soul. The fruits of the Spirit will be
geen im the life.— Testimonies,” Vol. IX, p, 141.

Before we ean open the Seriptures to others, we must have
our own hearts filled with the life of God. This experience
comes to all who love and obey the Word, By comstant study
of the Bible our own souls will be fed, and the power of the
Christ-life will impress others as we take the tzuth to them.
Let ug go forth with this assurance from the servant of the
Lord: “The plan of holding Bible readings was a heaven-
horn idea. . . . He will crown with speeess every humble ef-
fort made in His name.”— Gospel Warkers” p. 192,

Th A8

\

The Word of Life

Quastion,— How does God reveal Himself? )

Answer~—* God spsaks to us in His word. Here we have in
clearer lines the revelation of His character, of His dealings
with ‘'men, and the great work of redemption”—* Steps fo
Chrigt,” p, 98,

Ques— How 18 God pregented in the Bible?

Ans—* God is the gource of life and light and joy to the
universe. Like rays of light from the sun, like the streams of
water bursting from a living Spring, blessings flow out from
Him to all His creatures. And wherever the life of God is in
the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and blese-
ing.—1d., p. 81.

Ques— What obligation rests upon every Christian?

Ans—* The low of Christ, revealad to.us, makes us debtors
to all who know Him not. God has given ug light, not for our-
selves- alone, but to shed upon them”—1Id,, p. 85.

Ques— What has been planned for every heliever?

Ang—* Qur work has been marked out for us by our heavenly
Father. We are to take our Bibles, and go forth te warn the
world. We are to be God’s helping hands in saving souls,—
channels through which His love ig day by day to flow to the
perishing *—* Testimonies,” Vol. IX, p, 150,

Ques— What wonderful resulty will attend the faithful

worket? i
Ans—'‘ By holding Bible readings, our lay members could
do much in their own neighbol‘hoods. Tilled with love for scu}ga

they eould proclaim the message with such power that many
would be converted. Two Bible workers were seated in a family.
‘With the open Bible before them, they presented the Lord Jesus
Chtist as the sin-pardoning Saviour. Earnest prayer was of-
fered to God, and hearts were softened and subdued by the in-
fluence of the Spirit of God. Their prayers were uttered with
freghness and power. Ajs the word of God was explained, I
saw that a soft, radiant light illumined the Seriptures, amd I
said, softly, ‘ Go out into the highways and hedges, and oompel
them to come in, that My house may be fillad.” Luke 14: 23.7—
Id., p. 86.

Ques.— How important will be Bible work in the time of the
“loud ery’”% .

Ane—*In visions of the night representations passed before
me of a great reformatory movement among God’s people.
Many were praiging God. The plek were healed, and other
miracles were wrought. A spirit of intercession was seen, even
ag was manifested before the great day of Pentecost. Hun-
dreds and thousands were seen visiting families, and opening- .
before them the word of God. Hearts were convieted by the
power of the Holy Spirit, and a spirit of genuine conversion
was manifest. On every side doors were thrown open to the
proclamation of the truth. The world seemed to be lightened
with the heavenly influence. Great blessings were received by
the trae and humble people of God.”— Id., p. 126,

The Need in the Valley

‘A RECENT issue of the Missionary Promoter tells of a man
who stood up in ar experience meeting, and said, “1I have
been living for five years on the mount of transfiguration.”

How many souls have you led to Christ in that tinie?”
ingquired the pastor.

“Well, T don’t know,” he replied. .

“ Have you brought a singie one?”

“1 don't know that I have.” ‘

“Well, then you had better come down,” suggested the
pastor, ' .

It is quite evident that the Lord never planned for His
digciples fo spend very much fime on a mount of trans.
figuration. You will recall His own example in the matter.
Some of His associates were with Him in that wonderfual
experience. You remember how they spoke about it. " Ok,
it i8 good to be here. Let us stay here upon this mountain
of vigion, this mountain of glory, this mountain of delight.
Let us stay here, and build three tabernacles, one for Thee,
ane for Moses, and one for Hlias.” But about that time
there came a voice from heéaven, and that voice broke up .
their seheme. For the voiee said: “This 18 My beloved
Son. Hear ye him.” - '

What did those disciples hear from the lips of Jesus? I
believe they soom heard a suggestion from the Lord about
going down from the mount of glory to the valley of
need. Some one has said that our Lord’s ear is always
keen to hear the sobs and cries that come up from the low-
lands of sin. True, He enjoyed the presence of the two
heavenly visitors, and the wonderful glory that enveloped
them; but the Saviour of men could not long remain there
enjoying all this when there were people down in the valley
waiting and Ionging for His help.

Luke tells ms that “much pecple met Him ' when He
eame down, Among them was that troubled father, you
remember. His boy was dreadfully sick, and the father’s
heart was heavy. 'Some of us khow just how he felt. The
distress of that family appealed to the heart of Jesus, and
He left the mountain of glory to heal the sick boy in the
valley. Without doubt that father and son became heralds
of the gospel.

The experiefice of Jesus on the mount of transfiguration
was 8 wonderful thing, but He did not forget the sore hearts
and aching bodies down in the valley, How glad we are
that He came down! Yes, we need fo go up into the mount.
We need the vision experience, The glory moménts have

- their place, but vision and glory are to make our lives more

holy and loving and helpful among those in the valley of
need. ‘ErwusT Lioyn,

THiRE s no place in the work of God for half-hearted work-
ers, for those who ave meither cold nor hot.— dAn Appeal,”
D 85, T
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| Conducting a Bible Training Class

THE suggestion that a Bible- Training Class be organized,
usually results in the declavation that there i mo one in the
“ehurch with suffieient knowledge or experience to conduct such
a clasg. Very rarely is this true, however, and'in most of our
churches there are men and women of real ability and breadih
of experience whoe eould do suceessful work as leader of such
a elass.

The Home Missionary Department has provided two manuals
of instruetion for the conduct of Bible classes, (1) “ The Art
of Giving Bible Readings,” a coneise little manual brimful of
helpful instruction, and (2) “Lessons for Home Missionary
Institutes in Churches”’ By following the suggestiong out-
Yined in these manuals any leader with a knowledge of the mes-
sage and some experience in meeting people not of our faith,
will be able to conduct a Bible training class.

The firsh step in the organization of such a elass is to ge-
cure the names of all who desire to take the conrse of instrue-
tton and who will pledge to be faithful in attending every
clags meeting and endeavor to become proficient in giving Bible
readings. The list of names can be secured at a Sabbath serv-
ice, by passing slips of paper to the congregation, after cave-
fully explaining the plan. A definite time and place for hold-

ing the class meetings should be ayranged, and a supply of -

“ Brief Bible Readings for Busy People” sacured to serve as
the outlines to be studied in the class,

The method of procedure should be about as follows: After

4 short opening exercise, the leader should briefly cover 'tha‘

lesson to be studied, much ag it would be dome if a regular
Bible reading was being held. Where necessary, attention
should be called to places in the study where misleading ques-
tions may arise to perplex the inexperienced worker, and how
these may be answered. After going over the outline thus
briefly, divide the class into small groups of two, three, or
“more fo a group. Assign a class member to each group to
give the same gtudy that has been gutlined by the leader. Allow
twenty nnnutes, or theneabouts to this presentation. Then
‘come together' again for a shert roview of the lesson, ques-
tions, ete.

At the elose of the meeting, each class member should be
supplicd with several copies of the study eonsidered, and each

should be urged to give the study to some one before the next .

clags meeting, at which time another lesson should be eovered
in much the same way. Thus the members will learn by deing,
as the elass instruction proceeds from week to week, By pro-
viding each class member with several copies of the Bible
study, they will be able to leave a copy with those with whom
they may study during the interim between eclass meetings,
and thus the truth will be making its way into the minds and
hearts of people while the class is being trained.

Methods for securing appointments for holding Bible read-
ings are clearly outlined in the.manual entitled, # The Art of
‘Giving Bible Readings,” and each class member should be en-
couraged to seeuve as many veaders as he or she can properly
care for. F. oA, 8,

An Appreciation

TWERTY-ODD years ag0, with the Holy . Bpirit as my guide, [
entered at the portico of Genesis and went into the art gallery
of the O1d Testament, where on the wall, hung the pictures of
Enoch, Noah, Jacob, Abraham, Elijah, Daniel, and other famous
prophets of old. -

Then, I passed into the music-room of the Psalms, "where the
spirit swept the keyboard of my nature, and brought forth the
dirgelike wail of the weeping prophet, Jeremiah, to the-grand,
exutiand strain of the twemty-fourth psalm, where every reed
and pipe in God's great organ of naturo secmed to respond to
the tumeful harp of David, as he played for King Saul in his
melaneholy moods.

Next I passed into the business office of the Proverbs and
inte the ehapel of Beclemastes, where the voiee of the preacher
was heard; then over into the eonservatory of’ the Bong of Solo-
mon, where the lly of the valley and the rosé of Sharon and
the sweet-seented spices perfumed my life,

I stepped into the prophetic room and saw teleseopes of va-

rious sizes, some pointing to far-off stars or events and others
to near-by stars, but all eoncentrated upon the Bright and
Morning Star whieh-was to rise above the moonlit hills of
Judea while the shepherds guarded their flocks by night.

From there I passed into the audienee-room, and . eaught a
vision of the King from the standpoint of Matthew, of Mark,
of Tuke, and of John. I then went into the Acts of the
Apostles, where the Holy Spirit was doing His office work in -
the Formation of the infant ehurch.

From there I passed inte the eorvespondenee-room, where
John, Paul, Peter, James, and Jude sat at their desks, penning
their epistles to the chureh.

Then, I passed, last of all, into the throne-room of Revela-
tion and saw the King sitting high upon Hig throne, where I
fell at His feet and eried, © God be merciful to me a sinmer! *
— Sclected.

Results of Two Bible Classes

A ¥Ew years ago the president of a Western conference
deeided to try the plan of training the church members to do
Bible work. It was early autumn when the plan definitely took
form, and to a Bible worker of many years’ experience was
assigned the responsibility of giving the course of instruction.

Two classes were formed, one in each of two churches. There
were about fifty members in the two classes, and one lesson was
gtudied each week for several months. 'The members were

. taught how to sceurc appointments for Bible readings, how to

eonduct a Bible study, how to connect. one ling of doctrine with
another, ete., until the entire message had been covered. The
Bible worker was thorough and praectical in her work, and the
members received a training that fitted them for suceessful
work.

As too often happens, not all who took the course of instrue-
tion actually began to hold Bible readings; but many of them _
did, and with good resnlts. Within less than three years after
the eourse of studies had been completed, the faithful workers
who did make use of the instruction they had received had the
blessed satisfaction of seeing one hundred muety persons bap-
tized and unite with the churech,

Other instanees could be enumerated where lay members have
been successful in winning many souls by the Bible reading
plan, and every chureh should hold at least one Bible training
elass eaeh year, thus enabling the members to. sceure the neces-
sary instruction that would make them better workers for their
Lord. I A, 8,

The. Power of the Book

In an assembly of rude gold-diggers, resting at noon, a new
“ hand * had made his fivst appearance with a motherless “boy,
whose. pockets, mischievously searehed by the miners, revealed
a dead mother’s last legaey —a Testament. In mere'sport oue
of the men began to read aloud. Was it an accident that he

_turned at random to the story of Jesus walking on the sea,

then to the parable of the good Samaritam, and them, as the
wind blew over leaf after leaf, the book opened to that most
pathetie of all tales— the crucifixion? The loud laughter and
profane oaths had already beén hushed, but as he came to the

. % Remember me” of the penitent thief, and the answering

“Today ? of the Lord, the book fell from the hands of the
reader, amid a silence broken only by sobs, until from a hoarse

. volee back in the throng there came the words:

“ Will no one pray? Can.no fellow remember a prayer?”

The little lad bent down to piek up-his book, but he was
caugﬁt up by strong arms and bidden to pray. He could say
no prayer but that whieh his.infant lips had learned at a
mother’s knee, but every head was bared and bowed.  The
Book had once more won a hearing, and from a rough erowd
of godless men,

The Book ean do more than eommand an audience. Tt has

" often, unaided by ‘man, won a soul to God; and in some cases

diseiples, won to, Christ by reading the Bible, have found out
each other and formed little congregations, when as yet no
missionary had found them.—* The Miracles of Missions,” pp.
228-830.




6 ' , THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
July 2

Torrc: * The Work of the Church.,”

Texr: Matt. 28: 19, 20.

BuaeesTivE THovenTs: (1) The command is to go and feach
all nations, We are to go to them and teach them, and not
wait for them to come to us. The extent of this work is to
all nations, which ineludes every mémber of every nation, even
those who may live within our porsonal reach in the homeland.
(2) We are to teach them to observe what Christ has com-
manded. In other words, we are to teach them the word of
God. (3) The promise is, “ Lo, I am with you,” thus signify-
ing the presence of Christ will aceompany these who go forth
te do His hidding. “Our work has been marked out for us
by our heavenly Father. We are to take our Bibles, and go
forth to warn the world.”—* Testimonies,” Vol. IX, p. 150.

AvnimienAaL Bugerstrons: Let those who are prepared among
the members, begin the work that has been marked out for us,
of taking our Bibles and going forth to warn the world. For
those who are mot prepared, a elags should be formed in the
chuveh, under the divection of the chureh mizsionary committes,
with a competent teacher to give instruction at least once a
week, If outline lessous and information comeerning the prin-
ciples of this work are desired, the leaflet, ¥ The Art of Giving
Bible Readings,” and the set, “ Brief Bible Readings for Busy
People,” can he secured from the conference tract society at
a very 'small cost. E, P, P

July 9

Taorro: “ The Place of the Bible in Finighing the Work.”

Toxr: Matt, 24: 14,

SucersTIVE THOUGHTS !
to be preached ar taught to all nations,
come, The word of God constitutes the gospel.

(1) The gospel of the kingdom is
(2) Then the end shall
{Sea 1 Peter

1:25.) Deseribing, the great reformatory movement among’

God’s people, we are told, “ A spirit of intsreession was seen,
evenr as was manifested befors the great day of Penteeost.
Hundreds and thousands were seen visiting families, and open-
ing before them the word of God. Hearts were convicted by
the power of the Holy Spirit, and a spirit of genuine eenver-
sion was manifest. On every side, dodrs were fhrown open to
the. proclamation of the truth. The world seemed.to bhe light-
ened with the heavenly influence., Great blessings were received
by the true and humble people of God.”— Téstimonies,” Vol.
IX, p. 128,

ADDITIONAL SUGEESTIONS: Let the work of instruction and
teaching ‘the members how to give Bible readings be accom-
panied by demonstrations in the class, where those taking the
instruetion may earry out the principles learned in study.

E. F. P,
July 18
Torro: # God’s Call to Church Members.”
TeEx1: Mark 13: 34. T N

BueeEsTIVE THougHTS: (1) God has given to every one his
work, go it js not left for the ministers and paid workers only
to engage in active service for the Master. (2) A eall to
seryiee is a eall to some definite work, Onme line of werk and
serviee in which many should engage, is opening the Word of
God to others. “Many workors are to act their part, doing
housa-to-house work, and giving Bible readings in families.
They are to show their growth in grace by submission to the
will of Christ. Thus they will gain a rich sxperience, As in
faith they reeeive, believe, and obey Christ’s word, the efficiency
of the Holy Spirit will be seen in their.life-work. There will
be seen an intensity of earmest effort. There will be cher-
ighed a faith that works by love and purifies the soul. The
fruits of the Spirit will be seen in the lfe.—+ Testimonies,”
Vol IX, p. 141, \

“ Among the members of our ghurches there should be more
house-to-house laber, in giving Bible readings and distributing
literature.”— Id., p. 187, : :

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS:
for better service, let us follow the counsel given in * Testi-
monies,” Vol. IX, pages 118, 120: “ All this work of train-
ing should bé accompanied with earnest seeking of the Lord
for His Holy Spirit. Let this be urged home upon these who
are willing to give themselves to the Master’s service.”

: E. F. P,

July 23 '

Toric: *Lift Up Christ Before the World,”

Texr: John 12:32.

SuvegrsTive THoueHTSs: (1) Olrist should be lifted up be-
fore the people as we work for them in our wmissionary en-
deavors., (2) As Christ is uplifted, e will draw all men to
Himself. 'With the love of Chrigt in onr own hearts constrain-

ing us in all bur missionary endeavors, and especially as we-

teach the Word of God to others, Christ uplifted on the eross
for the salvation of all, should be the center around which all
else revolves, “Our Redeemer is the center of all.our faith
and hope. Those who ean present His matchless love, and in-
spire hearts to give Him their best and holiest affections, are
doing work that is great and holy.” “ Np sooner is the name

As we study to prepare ourselves

of Jesus mentioned in love 'and tenderness than angels of God
draw near, to soften and subdue the heart.”—* Manual for
Canvassers,” p. 87,

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS: In our own personal experience,
let us first know the power of Christ and Him erucified, then
we ghall be able to pregent Him to others as their only hope.

E. F. P.

July 30

Toric: * The Convergion of Sinners Our Goal”

Texr: Col. 1:28, 29, '

SvegesTivE THoveHTs: (1) “ That we miay present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus.” Verse 28, last part, (2) “ Where-
unto I algo labor.’ Verse 29, first part. We are always to
kesp In mind as we labor for others that salvation depends
upon their being perfeet in Christ, The Christian worker
should, by faith, see those for whom he labors, perfect in Christ,
saved from their sins. The missignary in a foreign field has
to look hayond the filth and corruption which he sees on every
hand, and see those who are living amidst thess conditions,
saved by the gracs of God. 8o, in the homeland our faith
should leok beyend all the shorteomings and failures we see
in others, and ses them perfect in Christ Jesus and saved in
Hig kingdom.* Wo should always labor te that end, cxpecting
to see ‘these possibilities realized. People should be taught,
net only about Christ, but taught how te coms to Him. One
porsen tells us of how a Christian worker invited him to gome
to Christ, but he did not know just how or where to come;
then later another said come ¢o Christ. This made it definite,
and he came fo Christ, who forgave his sing and saved him. Let
us labor to present every ome perfect in Christ.

AppiTioNAL SUcGESTIONS: Besides giying people Bible studies
and making Christ the eontral theme of every topie, much
prayer should be.offered for the conversion of those for whom
we are laboring. “ More people than we think are longing te
find the way to Christ.”— Gospel Workers” p. 158,

- E. F. P,

Jets of Light

A MaP was once presented to the gervant of God, which,
it was stated, “pictured God’s vineyard, which must be
cultivated. As light from heaven shone upon any one, that
one was to refleet the light to others. Lights were to be
kindled in many places, and from these lights still other
lights were to be kindled. . . . I saw jets of light shin-
ing from cities and villages, and from the high places and
the low places of the earth. God’s word was obeyed, and as.a
result there were memorials for Him in every city and vil-
lage, His truth was proclaimed throughout the world. — -
" Testimonies,” Vol. IX, pp. 28, 29.

This lighting process is now going on. We are not per-
mitted to view the entire fleld and see the jots of light
flickering through the darkness; it is bur duty to shine -
“youin your corner, I in mine’”

“ A lamp, however ainall, if kept steadily burning, may
be the means of Hphting many other lamps, Our sphere of
‘Influence may seem narrow, our ability small, our oppor-
tunities few, our acguirements limited; yet wonderfui pos-
sihilities are ours-through a faithful use of the opportu-
nities of our own homes. If we will open our hearts and
homes to the divine principles of life, we shall become chan-
nels for currents of life-giving power. From our homes wiil
fiow streams of healing, bringing life, and beauty, and
fruitfulness where now are barrenness and dearth,” — “ The
Ministry of Healing,” p. 355.

The story is told of a torchlight procession at a country
station in honor of a returned hero. *“As the procesgion
started, one torch afier another blazed into radiance, as if
touched by eleetricity. One could not tell what lighted theu'x,
but presently -a small child was discovered crouching under
some timbers to keep away from the wind, with a lighted
candie in hiz hand. FHvery torchbearer came to him for
light, Silent, smiling, happy, with one little hand shelter-
ing the*flame held in the other, this little fellow was light-
ing up the world of darkness.” So the gospel is the light
of the world, but somebody must hold it and give it out.
BEven a chiid may do so.

I is the duty of every one who eclaims to believe on Jesus
Christ to beeome a worker for God. ZFntire consecration and
unity are demanded in the work which must be done to bring
tlie grand results —“ An Appeal,” pp. 87, 25.



Working Bands — Special Classes

% EFFICIENT orgauization not only harnesses the potential

* power of the church, but increases it as well” This fact is

made prominent in the following seripture: “ Five of you shall

chase a hundved, and a hundred of you shall put ten thousand
to flight.” Twev. 26: 8,

Organization and discipline are two of the most important
factors that distingnish an army from a mob, The well-
organized legions of Rome conquered the hordes of Asia and
Africa, and the suceess of the church in heralding the third
angel’s message to the world has been possible only thvough
the wonderful organization God hag given to us,

Marvelous as our progress has heen, even greatez advazpee-
ment is to be seen as the prophetic picture iy fully revealed in
a trinmphant people rejoicing in their accomplished task: The
basis of final success. is clearly outlined:

“Pime is short, aud our forces must be orgamized to do a
larger work. ... The time demands greater cffidency and
deeper consecration”—* Testimonies,” Vol. IX, p. &7.

The Lords servant also has told us in detail just how oor
forees are to be organized for more efficient serviee:

“In our churches let companies be forméd for serviee, 'Lt
different ones unite in labor as fishers of men, . . . The forma-
tion of small companies as a basis of Christian effort has been
presented to me by One who cannot err. If there iz a large
nomber in- the ‘chureh, let the members be formed into small
companies, to work not only for the church members, but for
unbelievers. If in one place there are only two or three who
know the truth, let themn form themselves into a hand of work-
erg.”— Id., Vol. VII, pp. 21, 22.

These statements ontline God’s plan for the successfaul con-
duet of home wmissionary work, in large churches as well as
small omes, and, it will. be profitable to give careful study to
thig"important matter,

In previous articles the distriet organization of the church
territory has been studied In detail, but attention iz called to

. the formation of * district bands.” These bands vary in size
according to the district to be worked. The bands are formed,
as far as possible, from the membership living in each distriet.
However, in- many instances a district will have no believers,
and a band will have to be-formed of members from other dis-
| triets. Fach of tlese * distriet prayer and missionary bands”

will be under the direction of a capable leader, who will ar-

range for literatuve supplies, and carry ouf the working plans
laid by the chureh missionary committee, Where possible the
_district bands should meet at least once each month,

The activities of the ¢ district bands” will develop interests

" requiring special iraining, such ag Bible work, medical mis-

sionary and Christian help work. These special classes should
be formed as soon as there is evident need for the training of
these special workers. In most ingtances it will be hest to
conduct but ome special line of classwork at ome time. Usually
the elass in Bible work will be the first one needed, and then a
_elass. in medical missionary and Christian help work would he
the next in order. Many ¢hurches ghould train a eclass in ““ home
nursing.” The General Conference Medical Department will
furnish information as to the plans te be followed in forming
and training such a class,

The Home Missionary Department can furnish- the lesson
outlines for a Bible workers’ elags. “ The Art of Giving Bible
Rea&ings ” gontaing instruction from several of omr most sue-
cessful Bible workers, and a set of “ Brief Bible Readings for
Busy People” provides a series of twenty-eight simple’ountline
studies ¢overing the various phases of our message.

A clags in medieal missionary and Christian help work can
be formed to study the lessons outlined in * Lessons for Home
Missionary Institutes in Churehes” These studies were pre-

\' pared for home missionary workers’ elasses, and unfler the di-

rection of & trained nnrse, sueh a elass will be prepaved to do
mueh helpful ministry. . ’

How to organize the Bible workers’ class is a simple pro-
ceduve. At a regniar Sabbath serviee announce that arrange-
ments are being made for a Bible training eclass; that the in-
struetion will prepare the members to give Bible readings in
the homes of their neighbors, Explain that the class will meet
onee cach week for several months, until a good .course of in-
struction has been given. . Where it is possible, a Bible' worker

“will be realized only
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or minister should give the instruction; but in nearly every
church there is some oné who will he able to give good im-
struetion by following the outlines that have been prepared.
Have slips passed to the comgregation, and ask all who desire
to take the class work to sign their names. A definite time for
the class meetings should be announced, and, if possible, a
permanent place of meeting decided upon.

The organization of a class to study medical home mission-
ary and Christian help work is perfected in much the same way.
Ask all who desire to take such elass training fo sign slips. In
the case of this Iine of work, however, it will be necessary to
have a nurse to give the instruction. A eclass in home nursing
should be held 'in all our larger churches. A trained nurse
will be required to give the lessens as outlined by the Medical
Department of the General Conference, and a certifieate will
he issued to all who take the course and pass the test at its
close. Many hondreds of our churth members have already
taken this ecourse, and all who cal do so, should avail them-
selves of such am opportunity,

God holds a high ideal hefore every church: -

“ Bvery church shomld be a training school for Christian
workers, Its members should be taught how to give Bible read-
ings, . . . how best to help the poor and to care for the sick,
how to work for the unconverted. There should be sehools of

health, cooking schools, and elagses in various lines of Chris-
tian he]p work,—* The Ministry of Healing,” p. 149,

Let us endeavor to reach the ideal. J. AL B

A Christian Worker's Surprise

A MINISTER who had spent more than fifty years in preach-
ing the gospel, relates an interesting personal éxperience,
During the spring he went te a certain town to supply for
a few Sabbaths the pulpit of a pastor who was attending
the General Conferenee. One morning, desiring to obtain
some information concerning the boats that ran around the
adjoining lakes, the old minister called at the office of a
well-known navigation eompany. 'The manager happened
to be busy in his private office, and one of the clerks was
interviewed. After securing the facts desired, the preacher
was preparing to leave, when the manager called out from
the inner office,

“Tet that gentleman come in; I want to see him.”

“0Oh, no,” sald the preacher; it is not necessary for me
to take up your time, ag I have found out what I wanted
to know.” .

“Well,” said the manager, “I should like to talk with
you, a8 I'have not seen you for many years, The fact is,
I used to hear you preach when I was a boy, and your
sermons had an abiding influenee upon me. They gave me
better f{deals, and simply transformed my life, and made
a man of me.” .

“I don’t remember you at all,” said the old minister. )

“ Probably mot,” said the gentleman, “but I have never
forgotiten you; and when you came in today, I recognized
your. voice, although I had not heard it for a long {ime.
Now,what can I do for you?”

“1 don’t know of anything,” was the reply.

“Well,” paid the manager, “ I shall be glad to give you
season tickets for yourself and family on our hoais, so
that” you can go anywhere you like on the la,kes while you
are here,”

“That certainly is very kind of you,” said the preacher

“Not at all,” said the manager. “ It is a very little thing
in comparison to what I owe you.”

In commenting on this incident, the aged preacher re-
marked, “ 1 am inclined to think that there will he a num-
ber of surprises for some of us when we get to heaven, for
we shall find that many have been henefifed by our words
of whom we have never heard.”

There i3 certainly a large degree of encouragement for
Christian workers in an experience of this sort. We are
apt to measure our influence and our success hy the re-
sults that we gan see immediately; and if these do not
appear, we are often inclined to be downhearted. Of course
we ouglit to expect harvests that we ourselves cam Treap
with rejoiping, but very likely mueh of what we have done
“after many days.” What an in-
centive to fidelity! — Adapted.
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Mepartment | .
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Devotional Meeting for July 5
Topic: “ Swmmertime Dangers”

) _ Senior

Opening Exergises..

Devotional. ’ i ) ) )

Announcements and”Reports. :

Symposium:  Guiding Prineiples in the Matter of Reere-
: ation.”

Talk: “When a Man’s Himself.”

Talk: * Results.” '

Cloging with Prayer.

SEE R

. Junior

Opening Exercises,

Seripture Reading: 1 Cor. 10:31-33; 11: 1.
' Miggion- Report.
Superintendent’s Talk:
- Song.

Talk: “ Results.”
‘Bymposium: * Worth-While Reecreation.”
Talk: “Some Play Rules to Remember.”
Cloging Song and Prayer.

Senior Notes

The Topie— Tt is fitting that the subject of amusement and
recreation be congidered in the month of July. The only danger
is that it may not be early enough, beeause June and even May
find many who are making plans for, if not already enjoying,
their vacations. The thought of this topic is to give helpful
_ingtruetion that will assist in gulding the plams that should be
made for a helpful, worth-while vacation. Summertime s
playtime. The great out-of-doors invites. Reereation s heeded,
+and this ts the best time of the year to leave the office, shop,
or factory and gain better health and greater efficiency; but in
doing this we should all be caveful that we maintain prineciples
that will sustain and sirengthen the gpiritual nature, This
program iz for the purpose of hetter undergtanding the truths
that have been given us to help in our reereational periods. .

Notes on the Topico— Here are some quotations that may be
helpful in giving a better understanding: Dr. Richard C. Cabot
says, “ The best crew i8 the one which gets ity rest between
every two strokes, So between every two strokes of effort we
need the games and arts to re-create mg from moment 6 mo-
ment, 50 that our souls shall never be discouraged. Play and
beauty, mnning like gold thread through the warp and woof
of our life fabrie, are surely as needful as the mobe coneen-
trated and exclusive reercations. To sing or whistle at one’s
work, to carry melodies and verses in one’s- head, to do things
with & swing and a rhythm, ag some Japanese and' all saflors
do, is to preserve the soul from drouth,”

‘Here is a challenge set forth in a recent editorial of a young
people’s paper: ‘“To seck, not amusement, but growth; not
entertainment, but mastery; to be bored by others iy bad —to
be hored by yourself is worse; to be rich in the ability to live
in the little joys; to discover the greatest of everyday oppor-
tunities — that is to become possessor of the wealth that no
fortunes of earth can destray.”

4, Symposiwm.— This material, which jg given elsewhere, is
. from a talk by Prof. H. J. Sheldon, Missionary Volunteer sec-
retary of the Northern Union Conferenes, at the recent con-
vention at Colorado Springs.  This material may well fofm the
bagis of several talks, Tt is divided into several parts, which
may be grouped together and passed out to your members.’ It
g not designed that it be read, but some of the quotations
_taken from the writings of Mre, White may well be read and
comment made. Tt is true that mueh of the instruction is
in the nature of warning and eaution, but that is becaunse in
this day such warning and instruction is needed. 'Mrs, White
wag ever sympathetic to the needs and aititude of youth, It
wad her desire to show us which way we should look for true
recreation.

8. Talk: “ When a Man's Himself”—— Let thig short material
queted below suggest to your memhers the judgment that
others render .of our leisure periods this summer. This eould
well he followed with responses asg to the determination and
plans for the suminer., N

“The uge of leisure time 19 indicative of the measure of a
man. In refracing the tortuong path of the youthful criminal
the director of the Chiemgo Crime Commission some timo ago
made this stafement: ‘It is seldom found that the irail leads
back to the playground, the diamond, the athletic field, or the
community center. The young delinguent has, in the majority
of -instances, grown wp in the atmosphere of the saloon, the
pootroom, and gimilagr hang-onts.’

“In other words, the rosponsibility for the failure of these

“ Reereation Testa.”

R

boys is not placed mpon the kind of homes from “which they.

have come, althonugh in most of the cases it is fair to anppose

‘8 one in which a Christian may indulge.

that those were in a large measure at fault; it iz mot placed

‘upon the school they attended, nor are their employers men-

tioned as being a cause of their downfall. The one reason

‘upon ‘which stress is placed is the fact that their houyrs of play

were spent in unwholesome surroundings — that was the time
when their minds were most receptive and when thelr surround-
ings prodnced the largest influence. ' '

“Tt ig not hard to find many proofs of the great effect. of
play on personality. The use of Jelsure time ean make or mar .
character. Therefore it i8 tremendously important that young. ..

i people know how to play.” The kind of play that is helpful i8 ~

rightly called re-czéation, for in'a very rveal sende, it remews -
and. buildg,” - - - . ‘ o T v w, T
““Fuiior ‘Notes ) -

. The purpose of this program is to study the principles by
which every boy and girl may test whether or not a reersation
So many Juniors
say, “ Well, I can’t see the harm; ” or ask, “Is this right?”
when each one should be able to test it out for himself. Some
such remarks may serve to introduce the ‘subject by the leader.

2, Scripture Eeading.- The ‘selection is short and may be
read in unison by all. .

8, Mission Repori— This ig a special weekly fasture. In-
cidents, news items, and pietures gleaned from eurrent eopies
of the Review, should be reported by the mission news com-
mittee, .

4, Superintendent’s Talk: ¢ Becreation Tests”— Keep in
mind the purpose of your talk, which is to lay down broad
prineiples which, when applied to specifie instances, will guide -
Juniors in chooging their pleasures. The following paragraphs
may suggest a line of thought: :

“There are two sets of volces in every soul, ome set of
voices calling heavenward, upward, to holier and hetter things;
the other set of voices calling downward, earthward, to things
that enslave and degrade and in the end bring us disappeint-
ment and death. Which set of voices do you hearken to? This
will settle for you your attitude toward the things that are
questionable. Many have dull ears for the ealls of heaven, '
but ate very quick and alert to the innumerable calls of earth
to selfishness, self-gratification, and so-called pleasure.

“You reeall the story of the sirens. On an island somewhere
between Italy and Sicily thers dwelt the seductive sirens with
their sweet voices; and as nightfall came on, many a mariner
and his erew were lured from their course to destruction, until
1t was gaid their whiting bones bleaching in the summer sun,
covered the sands along the shore.

“QOhe of the mariners determined to outwit the sirens, and
so -he planmed to sail safely by the island. He ordered ihat
the gailors’ eara should be stuffed with cotton or waxz, and him-
golf laghed to the mast., When the vessel came within somnd
of the sivens’ volces, in spite of himself he found that he was
coming within the eharm of their sweet songs. He shoutsd.
orders to the sailors and tugged and tore, but all without avail,
for they could not hear his commands, and in time they sailed
beyond the reach of the siren voices. It was a fearful expe-
rience.

“ Another mariner named Ulysses, hit upon a better plan,
for when he would #ail by the enchanted island with its se-
ductive voices, he toock on board the sweet singer Ovpheus; and
when the first song of the sirens was wafted toward the vessel,
he bade Orpheus smg, and he gsang so mueh more sweetly than
the sirens that officers and sailors, under his ¢harm, passed by
in perfect safety, What an illustration thig is of human life!
Some of us fight our way aleng, going over the old battles time
and again, Some fall by the way; others eseape, but with
unhappy, searred lives, How much better to take on board
our sweet singer, Jesus, and coming under the eharm of His
life and influence, find that we ean go by earth’s tempting
voices with certain victory.”

Study the quotations given from the spirit of prophecy under
No, 4, Symposium, of the Senior program. Seleet and read some
of the most striking ones to the boys and girls,

4. 8ong.——Tt would be appropriate indeed after such a talk
to call for those whe are willing to let God rule their fun, to
sing together No. 566 in  Christ in Song.” The leader shounld
emphasize the words, “T'll go where you want me to go,” and
point out that that may refer to our pleasures as well ag to
4 mission for Jesus. Asgk these who are willing to make that
as a pledge to rige and sing,

6. Talk: “ Results— Give the following illustration te a
Junior, asking him to study it with a view to telling it and
drawing a lesson from if: .

“ A young girl asked permission of her father to go to some.
questionable place of entertainment. Tnstead of telling her
that she must not go, the father said, ¢ Will you go to the fire-
Place, danghter, take the tongs, and draw out one of the live
coals on the hearth?’ Wondering what he conld mean, the
daughtar oheyed.

“‘Lot the coal die on the hearth, and after a little it was
dead and hlack,

“fPiek np the coal now between your fingers; it will not
burn voun’ So the danghter took it np.

“‘Now throw it baek into the fire, and then look at yonr
hand and the smut marks remaining on the tips of your fingers,
Just s, said the wise father, ¢ daughter, you may go, and
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possibly no harm eome of your going, but there will he marks
on your c¢haracter remaining’ ”

7. Sympostum: WmthWMle Reoreation.”— Give the fol-
lowing sta%ements and ghestions to five of your most thought-
ul Junlorﬁ, asking ‘each to write a paragraph as directed. Tt
would be well for the superintendent to read the paragraphs,
and make any sugwestmns necessary beforve they are vead aloud:

1, What is your favorite recreation, and why do you thmk
it worth while? .

2, Have you had any experience in any game witeh wmakes
you think that it is not a good pleasure? Will you mnot tell
ug about it?

.3, What gamo have yoi found to he best for the mind, and
what begt for the body?

4, What rosults have wa @ right to expect from our pleasure,
and what forms of reereation have you found to bring about
these resulta?

5. Please name some forms of reereation, of which you have
had experience, regarding which you are sure that Christ would
approve.

& Talk:: “RBome Play Rules to Remember.”— The society
leader might well prepare this talk, The following rules are
suggested. He might add a number of others. Have some one
write them on the blackboard as tho leader gives them. A few
comments should foliow each:

That Jesus likes to have us play fair.

To be kind and thoughtful of others onm the playground,

To keep cur tempers.

Never to be a bully.

Not to speak bad or vulgar words.

To do what Jesus would like t¢ have us do.

To ask Him {o help uz to be good and play right.

To love Jesus so muecl? that He will always want fo play
with us. H., H,

Guiding Principles in the Matter of Recreation

THE age in whick we live has been aeenrately deseribed in
the following words from the spirit of prophecy: ¢ The young
generally econdnet themseives as though the precious hours of
probation, while merey lingers, were one grand holiday, and
they were placed in this world merely for-their own amuse-
ment, to be gratified with a continued round of excitement.
Satan has been making speeial efforts to lead them to find
happiness in worldly amusements, and fo justify themselves
by endeavoring to show that these amusements are harmless,
innoecent, and even 1mportant for health’—* Testimonies,”
Vel. I, p. 501. ;

The statements quoted present a true pieture of hundre&s of
youth who have a knowledge of present truth. Yet we know
that there is a legitimate desire for recreation and change
which is not sin, but which must be reecognized and answered.

There arc two extreme views of this question of reereation.
“There are persons with a diseased imagination te .whom re-
ligion is a tyrant, ruling them as with a rod of iron. .Such
are eonstantly mourning over their depravity, and groaning
over supposed evil. Love does not exist in their hearts; a
frown is ever upon their countenances. They-are ehilled with
the innocent laugh from the youth or from any ome. They
consider «ll reercation or amusement a sin, and think that the
mind must be constantly wrought up te just such a stern,
severe pitch. This iz one extreme., Others think that the
mind must be ever on the streteh to invent mew amusements
and diversions. . . . They learn to depend on exeitement, and
ave uneasy without it. . . . They go to another extreme-—
Id., p. 565.

The spirit of propheey has had much to say on general prin-
ciples, and hag specifieally pointed out cerfain ammsements
that ave wrong for the Christian. And let it he waid that the
prohibitions stated by the Spirit are not arbitrary, unreason-
able restrictions, but in every case in which & form of zmuse-
meft is disapproved a elear, definitt reason iz given.

1. First among these general prineiples is that of self-denial.
“If any man will eome after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his erosg daily, ahd follow Me,” said Jesus. * God
sees that there is no other way to save man than to cut away
from his life the sclfishness which, if retaived, would degrade
the whole being.— Id., Fol. IX, p. 49.

It is very clear that those who ave followers of Jesus, those
who are preparing for the pure kingdom inte which shall enter
nothing that defileth, must deny themselves those reereations
and amusemcnis which would bring them under the influenee
of worldlings and which would place them in the eompany or
soclety of those who know not Jesus. There 18 no eall for the

relaxation.

‘pleagure for the sake of itself.

- work.

£

Christian to mingle with the world, even in amusements which
in themselves might he innocent.

2. Proper Recreation Necessary.— Orni the other hand, we are
repeatedly instructed thai recreation of some kind is an es-
sential to the physical, mental, and spiritual health of God’s
children.

“ Reereation is needful to those who' Aare cngaged m physi-
eal labor, and is still more essentlal for those whose labor
iz principally mental, It is not essential to our salvation,
nor for the glory of God, to keep the mind laboring eon-
stantly and excessively, even upon  religious themes”—Id.,
Vol, IT, p. 514. “ Those who are engaged in study should have
The mind must not be constantly confined to close
thought, for the delicate mental machinery hecomes worn.'—
Id., Vol IV, p. 658.

8. Temperance~— “ There is great neecd of temperance in
amugements as in every other pursuit”— Ibid. FEven f{ruly
recreative activity must be-indulged in moederately by the
Christian, else body and mind be weakoned rather than strength.
ened, and the way opencd for temptation.

Be temperate in all things. Let your moderation be kuown
to all men, “The character of these amusgements should*he
carefully and thoronghly congidered. Every youth should ask
himself, What influence will these amusements have on physical,
mental, and moral health?. Will my mind become so infatuated
as to forget God? shall T cease to have His glory before me?”
— Ibid.

4. Recreation Versus Amusement.— The line seems clearly
drawn between recrealions and amuvsements that refresh and
strengthen, that are truly reereative, and these forms of reere-
ation or amusement, the object of which is the pursuit of
“God does not own the
pleasure seeker as His follower. . . . Those only who are self-
denying, and who live a life of sobriety, humility, and holi-
ness, ave true followers of Jesus.”— Id., Vol. I, p. 869. “ Therg
is no time for engaging in trifling amusements, the gratifica-
tion of selfish propensities.”’— Id., Fol, FII, p. 204.

5, Amusements condemned.— Some formg of amusements ave
definitely condemned and cleaxr reasons ave given. Much ig
said in the * Testimonies™ of “vam and frifling diversion,”
“unprofitable visiting,” and “exeiting amusements.”’ —Id,
Vol. 111, p. 146. ’

“The true follower of Jegas will digeard pienics, donations,
shows, and other gatherings for pleasure. They can find no
Jesus there, and no influence which will make them heavenly-
minded, and inerease their growth in grace.'— Id., Vol. I,
p. 288, Thiz statement as applied to picnies and certain social
gatherings seems fo apply particularly to mixed gatherings
where Christiansg and non-Christians mingle, for we read, “ The
most discerning eye would fail to deteet in sueh professed
Chrigtians one mark of Christianity. . .. The professed Chris-
tian, the profligate; the open scoffer at religion, and the openly
profane, all mingle together as one. And God regards them
as one in spirit and practice,”’— Id., p. 404,

This instruction evidently .does mot apply to properly cou-
dueted recreation in the open air, by those wha are Chrigtiang,
for we are told, “ Let several families ... unite and leave
the oecupations which have taxed them physically and mentally,
and make an exeursion into the ecountry . . . where the seenery
of nature is beautiful. . . . A1l who ean; should feel it a duty
to pursue this course. Nothing will be lost, but muech gained.”
—1d., pp. 514, 515.

6. Physical Health Promoted by Ouidoor Emwms&—'l‘he
spirit of prophecy is very explicit that reereation in the open
air is essential fo physical, mental, and spiritual health. The
danger to health- and movalz of physieal inaction ig elearly
pointed out. There are fimes when even physical workers ave
in need of a change and vecreation ather than a change of
(See “ Hdueation,” p. 209.)

The ideal recreation, therefore, is that taken in ‘the open air
and that which involves muscular activity of some kind,

“In order for ehildren and youth o have health, cheerful-
ness, vivacity, and well-developed muscies and hraius, they
should be much in the open air and have well-rognlated em-
ployment and amuscment’—* Testimonies,” Vol III, p. 137

“The students’ cmployment and amusements shonld have

beer regulated with reference to physieal law, and should
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have been adapted to preserve to them the healthy tone of all
the powers of body and mind.’—1d., p. 142,

7. Useful Employment as Reereation the Better Way.— In
our schogls and wherever possible it should be recognized that
useful employment in agrieuitural or imdastrial lnes will very
largely supply the nged for physical exereise and reeveation,
But there is & place for regreation aside from actnal labor in
the shop or the farm!

8. The Question of Time in Reercation,— We are living in
the last days of probationary time, and a woxld ig yet to be
warned. Our work demands sm esrnest and sericus use of the
time Ged has given us. “ The lifetime is too short to be sqnan-
dered in vain and trifling diversion, in unprofitable visiting, in
needless dressing for display, er in exeiting amusements. . . .
We have nene tos much time for the discharge of nesessary
duties”— Id., p. 146.

Thus there are many forms of amusement which in them-
setves are not debasing or dembralizing, yet they are surely
unprefitable for him who realizes that every talemt, every
power, every ability has been given him of God for use in
giving the lagt gospel mesgage to a world xeady to perish.

‘9. The Ultimate Guiding Principle.— Our youth and older
ones must have some foerms of recreatiom, but the individual
must deeide by study and prayer what God will permit him
(or hiz children) to do without harm to his own seul or hin-
drance to others.

“ An enlightened, diseriminating mind will find abundant
means for entertainment and diversion, from sources not only
immocent, but instruetive.”— Id., Vol. IV, p, 653,

“ Christians have many sources of happiness af theix com-
mand, and they may fell with wnerring acecuracy what pleas-
ures arve lawful and right. They may enjoy such recreations
as will not dissipate the mind or debase the soul, such as will
not disappoint, and leave zad afterinfluence to destroy self-
respeet or bar the way to nsefulness.”—% Counsels to Teachers,”
p. 342, .

In ecnclusien, let us state the supreme test as given by the
spixit of propheey:

“ Any smusement in which they edn engage asking the bless-
ing of Geod upen it in faith, will net be dangerous, But any
amusement which disqualifies them for seeret prayer, for de-
votion at the altar of prayex, or for taking paxt in the prayer
meeting, is not safe, but dangercus.”— Testimonies,” Vol
ITI, pp. 288, 223, H. J. Suerbow.

.

Devotional Meeting for July 12
Senjor
Topie: *“ Being Cheerful Chrstions”

1. Opening Song, “ Christ in Song,” No, 245,

2. Prayer. .

3. Beeretary’s Report,

4. Morning Watch Review.

5. Reports-and Announcements. !

6, Reading of the text John 16: 33, and comment,
7. Talk: “ Good Oheer.”

8. Recitation: “Did You Smile?”

9. Regponse Studk

10. Closing Song, No. 231,

. Junior
Topic: “Just Be Qlad”
L. - Beng Service,
2. Opening Hxercises {Secretary’s Report, Prayer, Mission
' News).

3. ‘Repeat the Junier Pledge and Law..

4. Leader’s Remarks,

5. Musie.

6. Chalk Talk,

7. Talk: “Goed Checr.”

8. Reeitation: “Let’s Smile.”

9. Superintendent’s Talk: ¢ The Start of a Smile”
10. TResponse: “ Ceunt Your Many Blessings.”

11. Closing Song and Prayer,

Senior Notes

6. Reading of the test and comment. John 16:33: “Be of
Good Cheer”— The above in the original texf is a single Gresk
word, and it is found only five times in the New Testament,
One might have expected such adviee.to be often repeated;
but unlikte many who seek to impart couragh to their fellows,
our Lerd dees not depend upon exhortations. Some leaders
are -continually saying to themselves and to others, ¥ Cheer

¥
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up,” thereby cudgeling drooping spirits to present the appear-
ance of lght-heartedncess. Jesus used such words wsparingly,
and then only m eomnection with His announcement of certain
facts which ought to produce courage. Te told a sick man t
be of good cheer, adding, “ Thy sing be forgiven thee,” as th¥
ground of his hopefylness, To His disciples He said, # Be of
good cheer ”— not, however, expesting them to make bricks
without siraw, to produce  cheexfulness by magie; for, Ie
added signifieantly, “ I have overcome the world,”

‘We onty mock humanity when we indulge in cheap wateh.
words and slogans, ag though despair could be driven away by
the repetition of a gay phrase. Temporary relief ig the only
product of suveh superficial devices, The courage amd cheer
which Jesus Himself had He communicates by means ef great
trnths which, when understood, produce sueh a state of mind,
Think net to keop a brave heart by any other method, Many
would-be epfimists are building upen the sand, relying upon
foxmulag, which have no power to sustain the human spirit.

7. Lalls: * Good Cheer/'— The material for this talk will be
feund in the Juniov Notes. Dy, Williagm I, Hamby tells the
following:

“ Anderson seems like a mighty nice fellow,” remarked one
triend, speaking- to another,

“Yes,” replied the friend; “almost sverybody likes him.”

“I wonder,” said the first friend, “ what it 1s that makes
him g0 well liked even among people who barely kmow him,”

“ Well,” said the othexr, studying a moment, “1 think the
veagon that T have such a pleasant feeling toward him is be-
eause T am always glad fo meet him”

“And why are you always glad to meet him%” persisted
the first, “ You see I am xreally trying to diseover what makey
a persen popular.” .

Again the friend paused for a moment, “I suppose,” he
replied, “that if there i8 any onec thing it is a custom of his
of speaking to you as theugh you amounted to something.
Did you ever notice what a soxt of flay, chilly feeling it gives
you to meet some one who gives you a half of a glance, and
then, a3 though discovering who youn axre, locks across the
street at @ hitehing post and grunts, ‘Howdy’? He may
not intend it at all. e may be studying about inventing a
new kind of hitching post, or figuring up last month’s groeery
bitl; but the effect is just tHe same. It makes you feel as
theugh your personality deesn’t amount to emough fo penefrate
even to his consciousness; and, feeling that, you instinctively
prefer not to meet him. You would rather a man would not
speak to you at all than to speak to you in an indifferent,
casual, absent-minded sort of fashion,

“Now, if yow have noticed, no matter bow busy he is nox
how fast he is walking, when he meets a man, he looks him
straight in the eye, and with seme warmth says in a clear,
distinet” voice, ‘Good morning, Mr, Jones) It makes you
feel as though he not only knows he met you, hut thit he knows
you are Jones, and knows you are a man worthy of his courtcous
attention. .

“ Whether it is a cultivated habit of Anderson’s or the nat-
ural outerep of a waym and generous feeling toward all his
fellow men I de not kaow, having, as youw say, merely a casual
aequaintanee with Mim; hut I do know that, whatever its
souree, it is eertainly a habit worth having.” '

&, Recitation: “ Did Fou Smile? "— This poem will be found
elsewhere. There is also a recitation suggested for the Juniors
that might be more suitable to the one chesen to give it.

8. Response Study— This ig perhaps the most important part
of thig program, and ghould be given eareful consideration amnd
preparation, If slips are passed ouf, or better yet, if several
coples of the GAZETIE are used, many members of the society
can take part. Material is given elsewhere, U, v, w.

Junior Notes

Let the song sexvice forecast the program. Sing the songs
you all know, and sing without a song bock. You can put a
great deal more thought and life into your songs if you do
not have to watch the words or think of the tune.

After the opening excreises, have all stand and repeat the
Junier Pledge and Law. ‘

4. Leader's Remarks.— Call attention to the faet that the
program is to be on that part of the law, “ Keep a Song in
My Heart” Read again the interpretation of that slogan as
follows:

“ Binging will keep me happy, and I must be happy to make
other people happy. I will learn good songs by heart, and sing
them with others and also while T am alene. T will carry my
hymn book in my head, and puhlish it with my voice.

“When things are all right, T will sing becauze I feel like
it; when things are all wrong, T will sing until T feel ‘like i,
T will practise singing, oat loud, or softly, or just in my heart,
wherever I am and whatever ¥ am doing; for 4 singing Mission-
ary Volunteer is 2 cheerful Missionary Vohmteer, and a cheer-
ful Missicnary Voluntcer is the only kind of Missionary Vol-
unteer there is”

OCux fages do not belong te ourselves. Other folks have to
sce them and live with them, and it will make a difference in
the lives of others whether our faces are good te look at or
not. There is net one of ns hut wishes to be anofd-looking.
True kindliness and gladness of heart make the plainest Features
beantiful.

.
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5. Music— A program on * Good Cheer” should radiate
song. If you cannot have a speeial mumber, all join in some
happy song. ; . .

6. Chalk Talk.— Give the following fo some Junior with
artistic ability, This chalk talk ig adapted from ome written
by Ella N. Wood:

Draw an outline of a house on a blaekboard, but forget to
make any windows.

“ There’s something wrong with this house.
suggestions? .

“ Yes, windows make a great deal of differemce in the ap-
pearance of a house, but they make. a still greater difference in
its eomforf. About the most eheerful room one ean imagine
is a room filled with plants in whieh the sun streams all day.
Every one likes sunshine.

“ Now T want to fix up the house, and let us give each window
a name whieh brings cheer to those around us. Gladness may
be one window. A glad heart makes sunshine for those around.
Smiles may he another. A smiling face shows a glad heart.
Content, happiness, helpfuluess, thoughtfulness— go to make
Yife more cheery for those around us.”’

Make the lesson clear that our lives will be like the hounse
without sunshine if we do not open our hearts to the things
that stand for cheerfulness.

7, Talle: “ Good Cheer’— A Junior should prepare a talk. of
his own, and the following are hut a few suggestions to start
with: “ Good cheer and eourage are contagious. Try gmiling
on a dark street, and sce if every one Will not amswer with a
gmile. Tt was sald of Phillips Brooks that when he passed
through “ Pie Alley,” a dark cafion between tall buildings in
Boston, that the place was bathed in sunshine for half an hour.

“ Smile awhile,
And while you smile
Another smiles,
And scon there’s miles
And miles of smiles,
And Life’s worth while
Becanse you gmile.”

Close your talk with the following reading:

“Tn the early days of the colonies in’ Ameriea, a gentleman
upon the frontier was hunting with his friends when he be-
came separated from them, and completely lost his way, BEvery
efforf to retrieve his steps led him still farther info the wilder-
nesy, and night overtook him in a dense forest. Ovsreome
with fatigue, he lay down under a tree and slept heavily,

“Tn the morning he awoke with a start, with that inde-
soribable feeling that seme oue was looking at him, and,
glancing up, he saw that he was surroimded by hostile Indians,
and that the chief of the band, in war paint and feathers, was
bending over him with bitter hate depicted in his features.

“ Tle took in the situation at a glance — knew his immediate
danger, and had 1o means of averting it; neither did he under-
stand a word of their language.

“ But he was solf possessed, knew the universal language of
nature, and believed that even under war paint and feathers
‘g man’s a man for g’ that’ He fixed his elear eyes upon the
Indian, and — smiled,

“« Gradually. the fierceness passed away from the eyes above
him, and at last an snswering smile came over the face. Both
were mel-— hoth were brothers— and he wag saved],

“The savage took him under his protection, brought him to
his wigwam, and after a few days restored him to his friends.
His kindly smile had saved his life.” ’

As Eider Spicer put it, after he had returned from an exten-
sive trip in mission lands, “ I eannot speak their languages, but
every one understands a smile” ’

8. Recitation: This is provided for in this issue.

9. Superintendent’'s Talk: “ The Stert of a Smile”— The
purpose of thig talk is to show that real happiness is not de-
pendent upen outzide eircumstances. Take your coneordance
and leok up the word “ joy.,” Note the many times the word
oeours, Our gospel is one of good cheer. Christianity has not
met its purpose unless it ynakes people happy, in spite of any
outside circumstances, Tell the story of Paul, shipwrecked,
gtoned, beaten, but glorying m his infirmities, 2 Cor. 11: 24-30.

A ehild eries for a stick of eandy, If it is given to him, it
gatisfies him but a little while, until he sees something else
he wants. Rich people often trot the globe and invent all kinds
of novelties to find happiness, but fail. i
illostration of how real happifiess comes inte the life:

“ A young woman lived under very diseordant conditions at
home. She was dissatisfied, and her discontent was manifest
in her face, her manner, and the tone of her voiee. Trifley ir-
ritated her, and, had it been possible, she would gladly have
traveled to the end of the earth to get away from hsr disagree-
able environment. Some time after, a friend met hexr and saw
in her smiling face that a ehango had taken place. ¢ How are
things at home?’ he inquired. ‘Just the same, was the reply,
Cput I am different.”

Jesus tells ue to rejoice and be exceeding glad even under
persecution. Matt. 5: 12, He says that overgoming the world
iy a cause of cheer. John 16:33. Counting our blessings is
one way to keep gladness in the heart. End your talk in the
response. Agk the boys and girls to tell some of the things for
whieh they are thankfnl. . H, H.-

Who will make

The following 1§ an ~~therns.

Did You Smile ?

Dip you smile a sweet smile this morning,
With a heart flashing out through your eyes?

There’s o magic in smiles, let me tell you:
They brighten life’s wintry skies;

And they paint the cheek that has faded,
With roses of brighter hue.

Then listen — if you will smile sweetly,

. Some one will smile baek to you!

Did you say “Good morning ¥ this morning,
To some one whose spirit was sad?

Or say, did you whisper, “ God bless you,”
To some one whose spirit was glad?

There is power in 2 life full of conrage,
Angd help in a heart all sineere;

The world has seowlers in plenty —
You whisper some sweet words of cheer.

— Robert Hare.

Let’s Smile
EvEN the sky gets blue at timeg,
Blue with a bluencss untold,

Watching the children of earth go by
And watching their plans unfold.

But when the sky ig hlué, it emiles —
Miles of smiles in grand review,

Let's take a hint from the friendly sky
And smile when we're feeling blue.

— Selected.

Response Study
(Extracts from “Steps to Christ ™)

Question.— Should a Christian be serrowful?

Answer—* Christians who gather up gloom and sadness to
their souls, and wmwrmur and eomplain, are giving to others a
false representation of God and the Chrigtian life. They give
the impression that God is not pleased to have Hiy childfen
happy, and in this they bear false witness against our heavenly
Father.— Page 120.
© Ques—How do yqu harmonize the statement that- Christ
was a Man of sorrows?

Ans~—* Our Saviour was indeed a Man of sorrows, and ac.
quainted with grief, for He opened His heart to all the woes
of men. But though His life was self-denying and shadowed
with pain and eare, His spirit was not crushed. His eounfe-
nance did not wear an expression of grief and repiming, but
ever one of peaceful gevenity. His heart was a wellspring of
Yife; and wherever He went, He earried rest and peace, joy
and gladness.”— Page 185,

Ques— While eonscious of hig wiistakes and failures, ean a
Christian be happy?

Ans— Many, walking along the path of life, dwell upon
their mistakes and failures and disappeintments, and their
hearts are filled with grief and discouragement. While T was
in Europe, a sister who kad been doing this, and who was in
deep distress, wrote to me, asking for some word of encourage-
ment. The night after I had read her letter, T dreamed that T
was in & garden, and oue who seemed to be the owner of the
garden was oondneting me through its paths, I was gathering
the flowers and enjoying their fragranee, when this sister, who
had been walking hy my side, ealled my attention to some un-
sightly briers that were impeding her way. There she was,
mourning and grieving. She was not walking in the pathway,
following the guide, but was walking mmong the briers and
£0,” she monrned, iz it not a pity that this beauntiful
garden is spoiled with thorns?’ Then the guide said, ‘ Tet the
thorns alone, for they will only wound you. Gather the roses,
the lilies, and the pinks.

“ Have there not been some hright spots in your esperience? .
Have vou mot had some precious seasons when your heart
throbbed with joy in response to the Spirit of God? When you
logk back into the ehapters of your life experience, do you not
find some pleagant pages? Are not God’s promises, like the fra-
grant flowers, growing beside your path on every hand? Will
you not let their beauty and sweetness fill your heart with joy ¢

“ The briers and thorns will only wound and grieve you; and
if you gather only these things, and present them to others, are
you not, besides slighting the goodvess of God yourself, pre-
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venting those arownd you from walking in the path of life?

“ Tt ig not wise to gather together all the unpleasant recol-
lections of a past life—its iniquities and disappointments-—
to talk over them and mourn over them until we are over-
whelmed with discouragement. A diseouraged soul is filled
with darkness, shutting out the light of God frem his own soul,
and casting a shadow upon the pathway of others.”— Pages
121, i22. ,

Ghues— Will it help us to express our douhts to others?

Ans—* Every word of deubt you utter is inviting SBatan’s
temptations; it is strengthening in you the tendency to doubt,
and it is grieving from you the minigtering angels. When
Satan tempts you, breathe not a word of doubt or darkmess.
If you choose to open the door to his suggestiins, your mind
will be filled with distrust and rebellious questioning. If you
talk out your feelings, every doubt you express not only re-
acts wpon yourself, but it is a seed that will germinate and

" bear fruit in the life of others, and it may be hupossible to
connteract the infloence of yomr words, You yourself may be
able to recover from the geason of temptation and from the
gnare of Satan, but others, who have been swayed by your in-
fluence, may not be able to escaps from fhe unbelief you have
suggested. How important that we speak only those things
that will give spiritval strength and lifel— Puge 124,

Ques— How can we really be happy whsn we ‘sée so many
mistakes and failures i those with whom we associate, and
are treated unjustly by them? ‘

Ang—If we keep uppermost in our minds the vekind apd
unjust acts of others, we shail find it impossibls to love them
a8 Christ has loved us; but if our thoughis dwell upon the
wondrous love and pity of Christ for us, the same spirit will
flow out to others. We should Jove and respect one another,
notwithstanding the fanlts and imperfections that we cammeot
help seeing, Humility and self-distrust should be, cultivated,
and a patient tenderness with the faults of others. This will
kill out all narrowing selfishness, and make us large-hearted
and generous.”’— Page 126.

Ques.— If we are not to speak of our trials to our friends,
how are we to unburden our minds?

Ans—* All have trials; griefs hard-to bear, temptations
hard to resist. Do not fell your troubles to your fellow mortals,
but carry everything to God in prayer. Make it a rule never
te ntter ome word of doubt or diseouragement. You can do
much tg brighten the life of others and stremgthen their ef-
forts, by words of hope and holy cheer.’— Pages 124, 125,

Ques.— Iz the seriousmess of the work in which we are en-
gaged, and the time in which we live an exeuse for being de-
pressed?

Ans—* Our Saviour was deeply serions and intensely in
earnest, but mever gloomy or morose. The life of those who

"imitate Him will be full of earnest purpose; they will have a
dsep sense of personal respensibility. Levity will he repressed;
there will be no boisterouws merriment, no rude jesting; but
the religion of Jesus gives peace like a river. Tt does not
quench the light of joy; it doecs not restrain cheerfulness, nor
cloud the sunny, smiling face. Christ came not to be ministered
unto, but te minigter; and when His love reigns in the heavt,
we shall follow IMis example”— Pages 125, 126,

Ques— Can we help being distarbed by our difficulties?

Ans—* Some are always fearing, and borrowing trouble,
Every day they are surrounded with the tokens of God’s love;
every day they are enjoying the bounties of His providence;
but they overlook these present blossings.

fear may eome; or some difficulty may really exist, whieh,
thongh amall, hlinds their eyes to the many things that demand
gratitude. 'The diffienities they encounter, instead of driving
them to God, the only source of their help, separate them from
Him, becanse they awaken unvest and repining.”— Page i87.

Ques.—Ts it possible to e happy in unpleasant surromndings?

Ans— Happiness that iz sought from selfish motives, out-
side of the path of duty, is ill-halanced, fitful, and transitory;
it passes away, and the soul is filed with leneliness and sorrow;
but there is joy and satisfaction in the serviee of God; the
Christian is not left to walk in unecertain paths; he is not left
to vain regrets aitd disappointments. If we do mot have the

Their minds are
continmally dwelling upon something disagreeable, which.they— - 7. Talle:

pleasures of this life,
the life beyond.

“But even here Christians may have the joy of communion
with Christ; they may have the light of His love, the perpetual
comfort of His presence.”— Page 130.

we way still be joyful in looking to

Devotional Meeting for July 19

Topic: Foith Versus Fecling.
Senior ,
1. Opening Exercises.
2. Announgements, Reports, ete.
8, Seripturc: 1 John 5:1-15.
4, Talk{ “XFaith Versus Feeling.”
5. Reading: “ A Long Time Coming.”
6. Recitation: * Faith.”
7. Talk: “ What Is Paith??”
8. Responses,
9. (loge with Prayer.
Jumior
1. Opening Exercises.
2. Morning Wateh Drill.
3, Mission Report, .
4. Buperintendent’s Talk: “ Faith Versus Feoling.”
© 5. Reeitation; “Faith.”
6. Tatk: “TFindiig My Path?”
7. Somg: “Trust and Obey.”
8. Talk: “Finding the Power.”
9. Reading: “ A Test”
10. Roll Call: Responses.
11. Close by repeating Psalms 19: 14,

Senior Notes

The Topic—~ This is an important one for young people. We
are all very apt to depend too much on feeling in our intimate
Christian experience, The troubles of the body oftentimes
have a Iarge amount of influence on our minds. What we eat
and what we wear, the weather, associations, and other things
sean to cause us to doubt, or act as if we doubted, the re-
alities of the Christian life. We feel poorly, and so we some-
way coms to believe that God is different today than He was
when we accepted Him. We, as young people, must Iearn to
trust Him regardless of our feelings. %Jake the mind Supreme
when it appreciates the fruths of God’s Word, and bring inte
subjection the mere passing, changing feelings of the body.
This sobjeet shouldd be advertised well, it will be found prae-
tical t0 everyday experience.

4. Tall: “ Faith Versus Feeling”— D, L. Moody says:

“ Obedience means marching right om whether we feel like
i or not. Many times we go against feelings. Taith is one
thing; feeling is another. . What was it that made the slaves
Iree? 'Was it their feelings? Suppose they had fried it.—
just imagined they were free, and acted on that feeling. They
would very soon havs heard the erack of the slave driver’s
whip., Noj it was Abraham Lineoln’s proclamation.

“Now, the proclamation of the gospel is, ‘ He that believeth
.+« hath everlasting life.! I remember some years ago— O,
how I used to pray for feeling! I thought faith was.-feeling,
and that some strange kind of feeling would come stealing
over me, DBut it wasn't that at all. Then I found in Romans
10:17 this text,—and how it eams upon me lke a flash of
light! —¢Paith eometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.’ Ce

“ Bometimes we go right against our feelings, Don’t mind
your feelings. Let feolings take care of themselves. What
you want is 1o obey. When people hegin talking about their
feplings, bring them right to Seripture.” :

Also see the material given in the Jumior Notes, and the
artiele by Miss Graco Evans, “ Faith Versus Feeling.” 'Thie
material is as perfinent fo Seniors as to Juniors.

6. Reading: “A Long DTime Coming— This ia givon else-
where,

8. Recitation: “ Falth’— Given elsewhere.

“What Is Foaith?”— The wmaterial that follows
should give some pointers to your more experienced members
in working out an inspiring talk:

“ The child lying by ite mother's side aske, ¢ When will it
be light?’ ‘It will be light after a while,’ replies the mother,
and the ‘child slips its hand into mother’s hand and is content
to wait. 80, in the darkness of this world, hedged about hy
mwysteries, we ean glip our hand into God’s hand and wait until
the promised light comes. .

“A Christian Zuiu illugirated faith in the following way.
In Zululand mon earry people seross rivers when the water
iz high. Before starting, the traveler is tol to take a firm
hold.  These that obey, and have confidence in the guide,
reach the other gide; those that lose confidence and leosen their
hold, perish. Taith is keeping a tight hodd om Clrist.

“ A child is feeding pigeons on Boston Common. One fowl,
bolder than the rest, sits on her wrist. It has confidence,
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Needless to say, it gets more than the other pigeons that flutter
away in fear. The ome that trusts God most gets most from
Him.

“ Qne day at prayer meeting a Worean descon startled every,
body present by proposing that the Xoreans build ‘2 Ghl}l‘eh
without fordign ajid. The missionary asked, ‘¢ Can you do it%’
The deacon replied, ¢ We ask sneh questions as “Can you do
9" ahout men’s work, but not about God’s’ There was faith,

“ When the suspension bridge across the Niagara was to be
erected, the question arose how to get a cable agross, With a
favoring wind 5 kite was sent up, and it landed on the other
gide, Te the string was attached a stronger eord, and to this
a stronger, and so on, until the cable was drawn across. Sa
faith may be feeble at first, but it can be enlarged and
strengthened. - .

«In @ public school a cry of fire arose. The children were
thrown into a panie and rushed for the door. One girl, how-
ever, although pale and frightened, kept lLer seat. When
asked afterward why she had not joined the stampeds, she
replied, * My father is a fireman, and he told me that if there
wag an alarm of fire in the schoel, T must just sit still’ She
trusted her fathex’s wisdem. .

“ We exorcise faith every time we accept a piece of paper
money, or & check, Thess are only promises to pay, but we
believe that they will be hondred. . .

« The passenger on the railroad shows his faith by traveling
on the train. e trusts hig life to the engineer and the con-
duetor. Is it not strange that men cannot trust their whole
life to God?

“ Faith in itaelf is of little value. Tts value lies in what
it lays hold of. Thus, if a dvowning man ecatches & straw, it
will not help him; but if he catches a life belt, that is an-
other matter. Taith ig simply the hand that grasps Christ,

% (tod does not give us ready money., He issues promissory
notes, and then pays them when faith presents them before
‘the throne. Hach one of us has a ehsek book.”— 7. L. Cuyler.

« The way to honor God is to trust His truth, and hidden in
Higs word, you are also hidden in His love, Rest there”—
James Hamilton, .

“ The soul that seeks God hy faith, not by the reasonings
of the mind and.laboved efforts, but by the drawings of love;
to which inelinations God responds, and instruets the soul, whieh®
co-operates actively.”— Madame Guyon, . . ]

«Faith is confidence in a personal being. Religions faith
is confidence in God, in every respect and office in which He
veveals Himself,”— Mark Hoplins.

“ Paith iz letting down our meis into ths transparent deeps,
at the divine command, not knowing what we shall take’--
F. W, Faber. )

« Faith is the instinet of the spiritual world; it is the sisth
sense — the gense of the unseen.”’— Ion Maclaren,

hoped to win the race and wear the crown of pine of olives;
go in the confidence of this he strained every nerve and sinew
to reach- the goal”— W. Bull -

“ The difference between a merchant prince and a petty
trader is that the trader can work only as far as he sees. The
merchant prinee disdaizs to stop at what he ean see and handle,
but goes beyond and deals with the relation of things, and
anticipatss resulls, and, taking into account time, and spaee,
and quality, and quantify, and seasons, and races, and latitudes,
he makes the earth mimster to his needs. This is commereial
faith.,”— Beecher.

Nogh: TFaith in action, belief issuing in deeds.

Abraham: Faith leading to the surrendered Iife.

Enoch: Taith looking beyond; the life of fellowship with
God, '

Mosges: The faith that endures hardship.-

@Gideon: The faith that fights, confident of victory.

DPaniel; Faith in doing right. ‘ U, V. w.

‘ Junior Notes

The ppening exercises contain society features so familiar
that they do not need enumerating, Be sure that the mission
report 38 a regular and earofully prepayed part. The appoint-
ment of a mistion news eommittee should be attended to by the
superintendent each week.

4, Superintendent’s Talk: * Faith TVersus Feeling.”— The
thoughts suggested by the article of that title may be used as
& basis for your talk, .

5. Recitation : © Faith.”— Encourage the Juniors to memorizs
-and not to read poems. .

6, Tall: “Finding My Path”’-— The following paragraphs
may be given to some older Junior to assist him in preparing
a talk, the purpose of which is to show that only as we believe
God and trust Him can we find the right way. Suggest that
further illustrations be drawn from the Bible, using the greal
faith chapter, Hebrews 11, - .

“Lagt summer T saw across a streteh of water a beautiful
bit of land, a lovely shore, and a woodsed slope — just the gort
of place to camp for the night. Did I walk toward it%? My
eyes saw it perfectly,. Why not depend upon them?$ I knew
that it was not there, and that T beheld only & mirage. I did
not walk by sight alone. .

“Paith is confidence. In the ancient games the runner

“Tor cénturies the eyes of men saw the sun rise in the east
and set in the west. There was no mistake about it — the sun
went around the earth. T1f any person of those days had been
agked to give his reason for thinking so, he would have said,
‘T saw it with my two eyes. I saw it come up over there, and
go down over yonder. You cannot fool these eyes of mine’
And yet one day there eame 2 man who walked by something
more than the evidence of sight, and he proved to the world
that the earth actually goes round the sum, .

“The world was an old, old world while men still said that
it was flat. They looked at it and saw, that it was flat, and
so they were gnite ready to heap ridicule upon the bold man
who #aid that it was round and that he could sail around it.
Columbus walked -— and sailed his ships —by faith, and not
by sight.

“Our rooms are lighted with the enérgy of falling water
many miles away, instead of with tallow eandles, beeause some-
one did not believe what his eyes told him, and went on to ex-
periment with electrieity. Men said that the homan voice
conld never he carried over & wire; that a ship could not sail
beneath the sea; that a machine heavier than air could not
rise from the ground. . . .

“We walk and live hy faith, and not by sight alone.”—
P, R. Hoyward, ‘

8. Talk: © Finding the Power.”— Ask the Junior preparing
this talk to deseribe the wonderful Vietoria Fally in Africa.
Tell of their great height and the volume of water that pours
over the cliff. Then spesk of the power of that water, what
it might do if harnessed. Look at our own great fzlls, Niagara,
For centuries the water poured over them ard no one thought
of the power they possessed, buf since they have been harnessed,
they light many eities, run great faetories, supply power Ffor
street cavs, ef¢, Just so does the power exist in Afriea, but
some one has to beligve it, harness it, and put it o work, It
isn’t the fault of the power, it's the fault of the people whe
don’t take hold of it.  Just so God has said that His ¢ strength
is made perfeet in weakness’ Tt is sufficient for every need.
It can overcome every temptation for us. We must believe
God and use His power, .

9. Reading: “ A Test”—- The following incident, related by
Fider W. S. Smith, whose mission post in South Afriea is 1o-
cated one hundred six miles from the nearest post offiee, should
be well prepared,to show how God honors faith: .

“Hoon after our arrival hers to take up the work, whieh was
new to us, we were put to a severe test. Satan no doubt
wanted to diseourage us right at. the start. A man came here
with a running sore on the soft part of his foot, He told us
that he had been to the hospital, and had reeeived medical at-
tention, and that it had cost him a large sum of money, but
all to no avail. We asked him how long he had had it He
angwered that this sore had been on his foot ever sinee he ‘was
a herdboy of about twelve. (I took him to he about forty-five
when he cams to us.) Seeing he had been-in the hands of
doctors and that they eould not cure him, we knew that we
were in for a task beyond us. Wo asked him why he had come
to us, seeing the doetors could not help him.

“‘Well, teacher, said he, ‘because you are working for
God, that is why I come to you.’ -

“1 said,  Why do you not go to your gods?’ ‘

“ He answered, ‘ Beeause I know that they cannot help me.

““Well) said I, T camnot help you; but I know that my
God in whom I believe i3 able to help you. Do you believe it?*

“¢Qh, yes.

“What could we do$ Here was & man who had no faith in
his gods, whe had been to the doctors without receiving any
benefit, eoming to the God in whom we trusted.,, What were
we to do? We went to the only One who can heal our diseases,
and asked Him $o' look down upon us and help ws out of onr
troubles, and fo show this heathen, who in his simple faith
came for help, that we have a God. who heaks and answers the
prayers of His children. After that we gave him some medieine,
with instruetions to keep out all dirt and not to use dirty water.

“ Well, dear friends, after two months one ¢ould hardly see
the place where the once ugly sere had heer, and the man was

-abla to walk with case, wheré once he had to go on hands and

knees, or with sticks for erutches.”

10. Roll Call: Responses.— In the first part of the meeting
the leader should announce that each nrember will be called
upon to tell what thought in the program impressed him most.
The secretary should read the names, and each respond with
some thought remembered from the talks or readings of the
program. H. H

A Long Time Coming

THERE i3 an old, story that caught fire in my heart the first
time it came fo me, and burns anew at each memory of it.
It told of a time in the southern part of our country when the
sanitary regulations were not so good as of late. A city was
being scourged by a digease that seemed guite beyond eontrol,
The city’s carts were ever rolling over the cobblestones, help-
ing carry away those whom the plague had slain,
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Into one very poor heme, a laboving man’s home, the plague
had coms. And the father and children had been carried out
wntil on the day of this story theve remaimed but two, the
mother and her baby boy of perhaps five years. The boy
erept up into his mother's lap, put his arms about her neck,
and with his baby eyes so close, said, ““ Mother, father’s dead,
and brothers and sister are dead; — if yow dle, what'll T do$ ¥

The poor mother had thought of it, of course. 'What could
ghe say? Quieting her voice as much as possible, she said, “ If
I die, Jesus will comme for you” That was quite satisfactory
to the boy. He had been taught about Jesus, and felt quite
safe with Him, and so went aboub his play on the floor. And
the boy’s question proved only too prophatiec. And quick work
was done by the dread disease. And soon she was being laid
away by strange hands.

Tt is not difficult to understand that in tha sors distress of
the time the hoy was forgotten, When night came, he crept
into bed, but could not sleep. Late in the night he got up,
found his way out along the street, down the road, in to where
he had seen the men put her. And throwing himself down on
the freghly shoveled earth, sobbed and sobbed until nature
atole consciousness away for a time.

Very early the next morning a gentleman coming down the
road from some errand of merey, looked over the fence, and
saw the little fellow lying there. Quickly suspecting some sad
story, he called him, “ My boy, what are you doing there? My
boy, waks up, what are you doing there all s#lone?’” The boy
waked up, rubbed his baby eyes, and said, “ Father's dead, and
brothers and sister’s dead, and now-— mother’s — dead — too.
And she said, if she did die, Jesus would eome for me. And
He hasn’t come. And I'm so tired waiting”’ And the man
swallowed something in his throat, and in a vmce not very
clsar, raid, © Well, my boy; I’ve come for you” " And_the little
fellow, waking nup, with his bahy eyes sc big, said, “I think
youw've heen a long timas coming—* Quiet Talks on Servies,”
p. 50,

Faith
I wrILL not qoubt, though all my ships at sea .
Come drifting home with broken masts and sails;
I will believe the hand which never fails,
From seeming evil worketh good for me. .
And though I weep bacause those sails are tattered,
. Btill will T exy, while my best hopes lie shattered:
“Y trast in Thee”

I will not doubt, though ail my prayers return
Unanswered from the atill, white realm ahove;
I will believe it is an all-wise love
That hag refused these things for which I yeamn; .
And though at times I eannot keep from grieving,
Yet the pure ardor of my fixed believing,
Undimmed shall burn,

I will not doubt, though sorrews fall Iﬂm ram,
" And troubles swarm like bees ahout 8 hive;
I will believe tha heights for which I sirive
Are only resched by anguish and by pain; .
And though I groan and writhe heneath my erosses,
T yet shall see through my severest losses
The greater gain.

T will not doubt. Wall anchored is this faith: ..

Tike some stanch ship, my soul braves every gale,

80 strong ity courage that it will not guail |
To breast the mighty unknown, sea of death.

O, may I cry, though body parts with spirit,

«T do ot doubt,” sop listening worlds may haa.;- it,
With my last breath.
. — Seleeted.

Faith Versus Feeling

I woNpER how many of you children hurried into the dining-
room this morning as soon as you had washed and dressed,
and found on the tabls just what you axpacted — a steaming
hot hreakfast? Il venture to say every one of you did. Bat
this was a beautiful, bright morning, and you were feeling so
happy you never once thought that mother might fail to have
the good hreakfast waiting for you. But what about that
dark, rainy morning last waek when you awoke feeling so cross
and out of sorts with everything? Did you lie in bed and say,

“Well, 1 don’t believe mother has prepared any breakfast for
me; T suppose she just thinks she’ll let me go without this morn-
ing®? No, you pulled yourself together the host you eould,
and took your time in getting to the dining-room. Did you
find the table bare and no one in sight? No, indead. There
was mother with a bright smile on her face and as good a
breakfast as any boy or girl could ask for. Did the way you
felt make -any diffevence with mether, or the kind of break-
fast she served you? ¢ No” I hear you say emphatically.

I wonder if any of you ever felt at times that God did net
love you. Perhaps it was after youw had done something wrong,
and you felt as though you could not pray, for surely God
would not hear the prayers of such a naughty child. And you
thought that perhaps God used to love you, but e didn’t any
more, and there wonld be no use-praying to Him. T wondey,
boys and girls, if God isn’t something like mother, whose love
never changes toward ns no matter how we feel, Tt us see
what He says about this in His book. Let us vead Jeremiah
31:3 and 1 John 4:10. Does the way we feel have anything
to do with His love toward us? Surely not. His love is even
truer than mother's love. Then we are fres to come o Him,
no matber how we feel. There is another text which you should
read. It is Hebraws 13: 8. This tells us that Jesus is just
the sams “ yesterday, and today, and forever.”

‘When we give our hearts to Jesus, we cannot judge by the
way we feel whether we zre aceapbed or not. Read Proverbs
23:26. In this verse God invites the children $o give fheir
hearts, to Him. When we have done this, He takes our sins
away, and Jesus bears them for us. No matter how we may
feel about this, our heavenly Father does just what He says
He will

The story is told of a woman who gave her heart to God and
wanted to be a child of Hig, The minister read Isaiah 53: 6,
and showed her that although she had gone astray like a lost
sheep, all her sins had been taken away and placed on Jesus.
The Lord had dome Hig part, and now all she must do was to
believe it. She went home happy. In the morning, however,
the old feeling of fear came back, and she wondered if she
really were free from her sins. Her little boy, noticing her
grief, said, “Mamma, what is troubling youd” “Oh” re-
pled his mother, “last night I thought I was saved, but now
I fear I was mistaken!” <Mamma’ sadd the 1itle lad, * get
your Bible and turn to Isaizh 53: 6.” 8he did. so, and read,
“ The Lord hath 1aid on Him the iniguity of us gll” “ Mamma,
is the verse still thers?? “ Uns, my son.”” “ Then your sins are
still on Jesus,” aaid the wise !lad. The mother saw the truth,
aud peace came when she trusted no more to her feelings.

Sometimes when Jesus invites us to give our hearts to Him,
wo rafuse to do it because we do not feel like it. I wonder if

'it is safe for us to depend on our feelings.

Do you remember the story of the rich young ruler? Matt.
19:16-22. Jesus loved him and longed to save him, but the
rich young man turned away because he was not willing to
give up his earthly possessions in exchange for what Jesus
offered. 'Think of what it means to say “ No ” to Jesus, This
young man, who might have been a follower of Jesus and
gharad in the joys of the new earth, the Bible says “ went
away sorrowful” 8hall we trust to our feelings, or trust
Josug? ' GrAcE Evans,

Devotional Meeting for July 26

Senior
Topie: “ Retrospect and Prospect’
1. Rally Song.
2. Announcements, .
3. Bpecial Musle. '
4. TFalk: “ Rétrospeet.’’
5. Talk: * Prospeet.”
6, Tatk: “Tor SBuch a Time as This.”
7., Responses: “'What 'We Will Do»
8, Recitation: “Keep a-Goin’”
9. Cloging Song.
10. Prayer.
Junfor
Topic: “The View.” '

1. Song Service,
2, Leader’s Remarks.
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4. Seriptwre Reading: Matt. 10: 37-42.

4. Prayer.

‘5. Mission Beports.

6. Talk: “The Need.”

7.- Reading: “ A Message from the Conference Secretary.”
, 8. Talk: “People Who Stop.”

9. Talk: ¢ A Man Who Stuck to His Joh.”
10. Recitation: “Keep a-Goin',” B

11. Superintendent’s Talk.

12, Closing ¥xercises, .

Senior Notes

The Need of o Rally Day— Unfortunately most of us mneed
stimulating and stirefng up to keep us going, We are alte-
gether too much like the elock, we have to be wound wp fre-
quently. Tt is this that makes it necessary to kave rally days
and times when we can check up on ourselves, our organiza-
tions, and see if the springs’ of action ave strong for progress.
Enter into the spirit of this meeting with enthusiasm and vigor.
It may be that you will find that you are a little weary, hut
don’t admit it. In the words of the poem given elsewhers,
“keep a-goin’! ¥ If you throw yourself inte the work with
enthusiasm, you will make such a fine spirit contagious to the
other officers and to the members. Duty will become bright and
stimulating instead of dull. Then think of what it means to
have your society of young peeplo actively engaged in such
aims as those of the Missionary Volunteer movement. The
Missionary Voluntesr Society is a great laboratory of youth.

- Your soeiety possesses a store of youth stuff, The Missionary

Volanteer moyvement takes this and plays upon it. As in a
laboratory it. tests it out. There is this combination and that
eombination; teusion test and pressure test; ths ordeal of
alternating heat and cold; tests applied through dynsmometer,
and acid, and exposure to stress of weather. Remember this
in your work with your members. Remember it in your promo-
tion for Rally Day.

« From the Conference Sccrctary.— You will receive from your

- Missionary Volunteer conferemce secretary information, prob-

ably in the form of a letter ox a bulletin, regarding the progress
of your activities, goals, and missionary work. Do nof fail to
use this material, and either have it read or hand it to one of
the speakers for which it is most appropriate.

1. Rally Song.— You remember the song that has been men-
tioned frequently. Neaxly 10,000 of these have already been
sold to owr young people. Your society shonld be well supplied.
Remember they cost but seventy-five cents a hundred eopies.
In less than ome hundred lots they cost one eent apieee. Order
from the publishers, the Review and Herald, Takoma Park,
D, C, or from your local traect society. Ask for Missionary
Volunteer Rally Song. Sing this song vigorously.

3. Special Mysie.— Endeavor to have some speecizl musie for
this special day. Choose appropriately.

4. Talk: “ Retrospect”—1i is designed that this talk out-
Iine the beginning of the year's start, Let the member tell
something of the start of the year's race, There wore fine
interest and enthusiasm. HEvery one was ready. Deseribe it
Give figures that tell of the staxt made. Bring in huwman-
interest ineidents snd tell of the hand woerkers,
sgeretary you may be able to get short extracts from her ra-
ports showing how things went back there. A three or a flve
minute talk would he hest,

& Tatk: “Prospect”’— Using the conference seevetary’s let-
ter, and giving figures, briefly, as to the varions goals, tell about
the yoad conditions ahead for the completion of ths trip. From
the Junior material you will find information having to do
with the needs of missions. Work this in, showing the need.
A ghart or a graph will help to visualize matters, - This talk
should be from five to ten minutes. Indicate somathing of
what is needed to complete the year's raca.

€ Talk: “ For Such a Time as Fhis— This is inspirational
material which should bs wsed. It is written hy Prof. M. E.
Kern, general seeretary of the Missionary Volunteer organiza-

7. Responses,— Urge your members to tell what they expect
to do for the rest of the year. A round-table disecussion would
be well if your seciety is not too large. Disiribute slips snd
ask your members to state what they will do toward the va-
rioes goals — missions, Bible Year, and so forth. Are they
going to pick up and go through to a strong finish? Of course
they willl Expect them to after your stimulating mesting,

Rible Source Materiol.— )

Pergonal Responsibility: Deut. 24:16; Prov. 9:12; Jer.
31: 30; Eze. 18:£0; Rom. 1d:4; Qal. 6:5,

Co-operation: 1 Sam. 14:7;
Neh. 4:16; Mark 2:3; 6: 7.

Examples of Unity: Acty 1:14; 2:1; 4:32; 5: 12,

Orgamization: Rom. 12:4, §; 1 Cor. 12: 5, 12; Aets 6:3;
Deut. 16: 18.

Love for the Church: Eph. 1:15; Phil, 4:1; 1 Thess. 2: 8;
1 Peter 1: 22, e m V. W

. standing idle!

From the .

Ex. 17:12; 2 Kings 6:2;
§
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Junior Notes

The purpase of this program is to check up upon the progress
of the society with its goals. The year iz half gone. Some-
times it helps us te look back over the way we have come, and"
pledge again the making of our goal, The raee is not always
won by the swiftest,

2. Leader’s Remarks— The foregoing sentenees, along with
& word of eneouragement and appreciation for eeo-operation
already given, should be included in the opeming rvemarks.

6. Talks: “ I'he Need.”— This talk should be prepared hy the
society seeretary. Pui our great necds before the Juniors.
Bhow how far short we ave coming of meeting those needs.

The following facts will furnish interesting material:

In the Far East we are six families below the regular force,

That means that the work which has already been opened up
cannot be held. Elder Iivans, president of the division, writes:
“We really must keep our working foree up, if it is lumanly
possible for us to do e0.” Six wellbuilt mission stations
! And a hundred of our trained young people
are willing to fill the need, but we haven’t the means with
which to send them.
. Southern Asia sends us the same plea. There are no recrvits
listed for India this year. Four families must return in the
very near fulure because one or more members of each are
seripusly i, and we have not the means to send others to
take their place,

Afriea, hecause of real sacrifice, are adding a few workers,
but they haven’t enough, They are forced to send 2 man and
his wife on to the frontiers alone to hold the line. That means
that some of our missionaries are five hundred miles from the
nearest white person of Iike faith, The heavenly Father is
Companion and Proleetor,

And so the same great ory of need comes from every field,
South America has ne mew reeruits, though three or four ars
being replaced; but natives are begging for mew stétions.

Inter-Amerieahas actually heen relieved of several families,
becanse that field has not the means to support them.

Last year, 1923, we were a halt million dollars short of meet-
ing actual pressing demands. And yet theve is no czuse for dis-
couragameitt. God’s hand i gver gll, . Our workers in the home-
jand see the need as never before, and all have-pledged them-
selves to greater prayer, work, and sacrifice. Lef not a sinele
Junior Missionary Volunteer fail in his part. Our pledge, “T
will &0 my honest part,” is one which should inspire ns to meet
every one of our goals. .

Point out the part that each one may have, and how im-
portant it is. Drops of water make the mighty river. Then
take up, the goal item by item, and report on_ tle progress al-
réady made. )

7. Beading: <4 Message from the Conforence Secorctary.’—
This should be received by the supevintendent. Tt will prob-
ably arrive in the form of a eircular letter full of oncouragirg
reports from sister societios and enthusiasm for renewed efforts,

8. Tall: “ People Who Stop.”— The world is fali of those
who stopped just short of success. It i3 said that thousands
of dollars were spent in digging 2 mine shaft for gold, which
was abandoned, when anothef yard of exeavation would have
revealed veing of very rich ore.

Sometimes. God’s people give up too soon. When the children
of Tsrael went into Canaan, He told them to dispossess the in-
hahitants, that He would gb before them, and that all the land
should be theirs, Bat the Tsraelites tired, and settled down in
their places. The result was that for hundreds of years their
enemies would suddenly sally out, take their erops, sometimes
kill hundreds, and reduce the Israelites to hondage before a
deliverer could arise and free the land.

Another illustration: God told Saul to kill every Amalekite;
bhut He spared Agag. Haman, the man who tried 4o kill the
Jews during Queen Hsther's time, was a desecendant of this
Agag. Becanse Saul didw’'t do all the fask God told him to,
the Iives of thousands were imperiled. It is just as important
to finish a task as to begin if. A stone rolled nearly to the
top of a hill will not stay. Almost is not enough, .

9. Tatk: “A Mon Who Stuck to His Job.”— Tell the story
of Nehemiah and how Ye refused to leave his work of directing
the building of ths wall until it was fnished. Siudy Nehemiah
2:17-20: Ridienle did net stop him. Neh. 4:1-9: War &id
not stop him. WNehi 6: 1-14: Deeeit did not stop him.

The lives of Hlias Howe and Cyrus Fiald also show dogged
persistence wntil their tasks wera completed. Look them up
(any encyclopedia will contain the materigl), and tell the story
which appeals to you most. L

10, Recitation: “ Keep a-Goiw ¥— Given in this issue.

i1, Superintendent’s Lglk.— The purpose of this talk is to
link up whatever hias been said about finishing the work, with
the needs of the Iocal socicty, What item of the goal has been
negleeted? Do you have one-hundred-per-cent reporting member-
ship? Home Junior soeleties do,—you can. Are you making
special efforts to reach the goal in the number of conversionsy
Perhaps a little talk on the worth of a sounl will stir enthusiasm
for greater effort. This talk should fit the specific needs of
your gociety. Study the artiele, “ For Suel z Thne as This”
for further sugpestions. M. H, ’
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Keep a-Goin™"
FRANE L. GTANTON °

Ir you gtrike a thorn or rose,
Keep a-goin’!
If it hails or if it snows,
Keep a-goin'!
'Tain't no use to sit an’ whine
When the fish ain’t on your line;
Bait your hook an’ keep on a-fryin'—
Keep a-goin’!

.

When the weather kills your erop,
Keep a-goin’!

Though ’tis work to reach the fop,
Keep a-goin’l

S’pose yow're out of ev'ry dime,

Gittin’ broke ain’t any crima;

Tell the world yowre feelin’ prime —-
Keep a-goin’!

When it looks like all is up,
Keep a-goin’!
Drain the sweetness from the eup,
Keep a-goin’!
See the wild birds on the wing;
Hear the bells that sweetly ring;
Whan you feel like singin’, sing —
Keep a-goin’!

For Such a Time as This

A. FEW evenings ago T steod in the asle of a crowded hail.
Tha andience was composed mostly of fashionaple and well-to-
de people of eur national capital. An old man in priestly robe
and Persian costume entered with his retinue. Tha people
aroge in mass to do him honor. Ths leader of the meeting, in
infroducing our Oriental visitor, expressed the epinion that
the audience was about te hear such words of “wisdom as had
never before greeted their ears, *

Who was this wise man from the Bast? Abdul-Baha, leader
of the Bahai Movement. It is said that he hps six million
followers; mostly in the East, but a considerable number in
England and Ameries. What is this Bahai Movement? Be-
lieving “that ereeds and dogmas of the past have lost their
spiritual power, and the world is reaching out for a religion
which will be a living, spiritual factor in the life of humanity,”
this TFastern philosophy iz offered ag a universal religion,
adapted to all peoples. It recognizes good in all preceding re-
ligions,—heathen, Mohammedan, sud Christian,— endeavors
to harmonize scienee and religion, and concerns itself with
temporal matters mainly, peace and progress,— a religion well
adapted to the unregenerate heart, in love with modern cultnre.

Thus Christ, the only one who can satisfy the longing of the
gin-gick soul, is superseded, and men are being bound in bundles
for the great day of God, Ol@ controversies are being revived.
New controversies are springing up. And the only movement
that ean meet the needs of the world at this time, and save
those who are listening for the voice of God amid all this con-
fugion, is the third angel’s message. And the medinm through
which this message is to be taken to the world, ie the lives of
those who have been transformed by it.

Sursly ~—

“We are living, we are dwelling,
In a grand and awful time,
In an age on ages telling,
To be living is sablime.”

Let the words of Mordeecai to Esther ring out te our young
people everywhere: “ Who knoweth whether thom art come to
the kingdom for such a time as this?” Hsther 4: 14.

“ The end is near, stealing upon us stealthily, imperceptibly,
like the noiseless approach of s thief in the night. May the
Lord grant that we shall no longer sleep as do others, but that
wo shall watch and be sober., The truth is scon to triumph
gloriously, and all who now choose to be laborers together with
God will triumph with it. The time is short; the night soon
ecometh, when no mezn ean work,”— Mrs. E. G. W hite, in Steward-
ahip Series, No. 1.

" Conference and church officers, parents and people, are think-
ing of our great army of young people, and how they ean he
enlisted and trained for service. Never befors has our de-
nomination made such efforts to help our young people as now.

Recognizing that ¢ ym;ng men and women should be educated
1o become workers at boms, in their own neighborhoods, and in
the church ” (Ibid), and that thus trained they will become a
powerful factor in carrying this message to the whole world,
our General, union, and loeal conferences are giving much af-
tention to the needs of our youth.

What response shall we as young peopls make to these ef-
forts in our behalf? Shall we not give ourselves without re-.
serve to this work, taking heed to the eounsel and plans of men
and women of experience who have given their lives to this
work? Sueccdss in any line demands undivided attention and
concentrated effort. God's service is mo exception. It took
all the merchantman had to purchase the field. “ All that we
are, 2li the talents and eapabilities we possess, are the Lord’s,
to be consecrated to His service. When we thus give onrselves

 wholly to Him, Ohriat, with all the treasures of heaven, gives

Himself to us. We obtain the pear! of great price.”—* Christ’s
Object Lessons,” p. 116.

Next comes the culture of the heart. “Keep thy heart with
all diligenee; for oub of it are the issues of 1ife.” Prov. 4: 2j.
Place a flowar sesd in the common soil of your garden. Mois-
ture, sun, and culture hring blossoms of indeseribable beauty.
And God is just a8 willing and suxious that our lives develop
in the beauty of holiness. But we must do our part to supply
the conditions, We must study fto show ourselves *approved
unto God,” we must “pray without ceasing” “Let the first
momsnts of thé day, when the heart is fresh, he given to God.
Never see the face of mau till you have seen, the King. Dare
to be much alone in the mount.”

We must work to grow. Take hold in auy small way to do
something. Go to work right where you are, in the home, the
school, and in ths Misgionary Volunteer Society. Li Hung
Chang, the great Chinese statesinan, said that mankind is-di-
vided into three clasges, the movable, the immovable, and those
who move things, Our Migsienary Volunteers must have such
devotion to God and such burning zeal that they will, by God’s
help, bring things to pass.

It is when we make this full consecration of ourselves to
God, and seek to labor in His vineyard, that we feel the need
of thorough preparation. In the providence of God, a system
of sehools has heen established where the advent youth cau
be trained for service. But the schools will do ua little good
vntess we atfend them; and few will attend them whe do not
put forth stronuous effort. Many are content to do a swmall
work who conld do much more if they would receive proper
mental diseipline, * He ig x Christian who aims to reach the
highest attainments for the purpose of doing others good.”
— Christian BEduecation,” p. 1. “God does not bid the youth
to be less aspiring., The elements of character that make a
man suceessful and honored among men,— the irrepressible de-
giro for some greater good, the indomitable will, the strenucus
exertion, tho untiring perseveranee,—are not to be crushed
out?—1d., p. ?0. Now is the time lo plan for schoel next
autumn, or the autumn following, A little tug beat was run-
ning from place to piaee in the bay, eutting through the water.
Anaother lay by the wharf, rocked by the waves. “Is your en-
gine broken?” asked a bystander. “No,” said the hoatsman.
‘“ Haven’t you any water in your hoiler§” ¢ ¥es, there’s plenty
of water, but no bhilin’.” Everybody knows that & “ dead en-
gine ” is no good. Neither is a young person without ambi-
tion. “Bad will be the day for any man when he becomes
abselutely contented with the life he is living, with the thoughts
he is thinking, and the deeds he is doing, when there is not for-
ever beating at the door of his soul, some great desire to do
something larger which he knows he was meant and made to
da, beeause he is a child of God.”— Phillips Brooks.

May God help all our young people to be Missionary Volun-
teers indeed, daily living for God, studying, praylng, and work-
ing, and improving every opportunity to hecome more efficient
sonl-winpers, always willing to he anything, go anywhere, to
do anything for the Son of GGod and the sons of men.

' M. B. KeRN.

THE commen people are to take their place as workers.
Sharing the sorrows of their fellow men as the Saviour shared
the sorrows of humanity, they will by faith see Him working
with them— Testimonies,” Fol. VII, p. 872

o
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