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The Sacredness of Vows

A vow, whatever it may he, js very sacred. A pledge, a
promise, binds ome uhder solemn respomsibilities before Ged
to keep it, to perform it,

The psalmist wrote, # Offer unto God thanksgiving; and
pay thy vows unto the Most High.” Ps 50:14. Job leaves
his testimony: “ Thou shalt make thy prayer vnte Him, and
He shall hear thee, and thou ghalt pay thy vows.” Job 22:27.

Vows may be made over many different things, But when
made, either to God or to man, the onc making the vow or
pledge, should allow nothing to divert him from performing
that which hefore: God he has given his word to perform. Ie
ts under test with his God in wmaking good his word, his
pledge, his vow.

There was Hannal. Before God in the temple at Jerusalem
at a feast she abtended there, she solemnly vowed that if God
would hear her prayer and give her a son, she would dedicate
that son to Him. God answered her prayer, when only He
and she knew what the vow was. And did she perform hex
party Do you suppose that the fulfilment of her vow was
without severs heartaches and a keem inward struggle as she
gave over that treasure of her life to God? She paid her
vow, and God blessed her with other childven; while Bamuel,
thus Jent to the Lord, accomplished a mighty work for God in
his labors for Tsrael during a lomg, useful life.

The Lord has laid down rules in Hiz Word coneerning vows.
He says: .

“1f a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to
Bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he
shall do aecording fo all that proceedeth out of his mouth.”
“Num, 30: 2,

Instruction is then given econcerning the vow of a wife or a
Aanghter made in any assembly, If the husband er the father
‘hears the vow and holds his peace, the vow hecomes hinding,
and “every bond wherewith she has bound her scul shall
gtand.” If he disallows her when she malkes her vow, then
she is freed of it. He bears the responsibility.

The word of every Seventh-day Adventist should be as good
as his note. And his note should he as safe as are hank notes
-for the payment of any ohligation. That this shall be so,
every uene professing to be a Babhath keeper should be very
.guarded ss to the promises he makes and the notes ke issues,
.over heing reasomably sure, with God's blessing upon his

efforts, he will he able to make good when his promises eome
due.  The time to exercise care and diseretion is in making
the vow, the pledge, the promise. “Tt is a snare to the man
who devoureth that which is holy, and after vows to make in-
quirg” Prov. 20:25. “When thou vowest & vow unto God,
defer not to pay if; for He hath no pleasure in fools: pay
that whieh thou hast vowed. Better is it that thon shouldst
not vow, than that thou shouldst vow and mnot pay.” HEeel
5:4,5. ,

When Jacoh fled from his home, starting out as he did with
onty his staff, at Bethel he vowed to CGtod that if He would
preserve his life and hring him back to his father's house,
giving him food and raiment, of all that God should give him,
he would “sursly give the tenth ” unte Him. Did Jacob keep
his vow?

“Jacob made his vow while refreshed hy the dews of grace,
and invigorated by the presence and assarance of God. After
the divine glory had passed away, he had temptations, like
men in our fime; hut he was faithful to his vow, and would
nof harbor thoughts as to the possibilify of heing released from
the pledge whieh he had made. He might have reasoned much
as men do now, that this revelalion was only a dream, that
he was anduly exeited when he made his vow, and that there-
fore it need not be kept; but he did not.

“Long years intervened hefore Jacoh dared to refurn to his
own country; but when he did, he faithfully discharged his
debt [his vow] to his Master, He had become a wealthy man,

and a very large amount of property passed from his pos-

segsions to the treasury of the Lord”—* Testimondies,” Vol, IV,
page 466.

The lesson is obvious. TUnder the influence of the Spirit of
God at some ¢amp-meeting or other gathering where the needs
of the eause of God have by the Holy Spirit heen pressed home
upon the heart, have you vowed, with God’s blessing, that you
would pay a eertain amount imfo the treasury? Defer not to
pay it. Remember Jaeob. Be frue fo the promise, the pledge
that you have made, even if tempted to withdraw from i,
a8 was he, although the amount seems large. You are dealing
with God, Vital principles are at stake, involving ecternal
interests. ‘

“Many in our day fail where Jacob made a saceess. Those
to whom God has given the greatest ampunt have the stromg
est inclination to retain what they lhave, heeause they must
give a sum proportionate to their property. Jaeoh gave a
tenth of all that he had, and then reckoned the nse of the
tenth, and gave the Lord the benefit of that which he had
uged for his own interest during the time he wasg in a heathen
land, and could not pay his vow., This was a large amount,
but he dd not hesitate; that which he had vowed to God he
did not regard as his, but as the Lords”— Id., pp. 466, 467.

The blessing of God upen g man is of infinitely more value
than money. The fidelity of Jacoh, and the multiplied bless-
ings of God vouchsafed him because of his faithfulness and
loyalty, furnish an example that all of us do well to emulate.
The Lord will make it possihle for this people foday to fulfil
every vow, meet every saered pledge and promdse, although it
may mean self-deminl and sacrifice, if our hearts are perfect
toward Him, and we count, as did Jacob, nothing too dear to
give hack unte Him. Let us not forget fhe rule hy which
God works in His dealings with us, My God,” writes the
apostle to his Philippian brethren, “shall supply all yowr
need according to His riches in glory hy Christ Jesus” Phil
4:19, “ According to the riches of His glory” (Eph. 3:16)
is a rule of measurement infinitely heyond all our reckonings.
With God, all things are possible. Through Him, therefore,
vows may be paid. T, E. B

“ Ir we ever know the truth, it will be beeause we practise it.
We must have 3 living experienct in the things of God hefore
we are ahle fo understand His word. This experimental knowl-
edge is what strengthens the infellect, and builds us up into
Christ, our living Head”
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Auditing the Church Treasurer’s Books

As workers we all ‘recognize the need of proper supervision
of all the work of this demomination, The one phase of super-
vigion which we are to consider at thiz time is the work of
our church treasurers, In the past there has been quite a wide-
spread feeling that for any one to attempt to look over a treas-
urer’s hooks was an act almost, if not quite, hordering on an
insult. I do not speak altogether without experience in this
matter. But it is gratifying to know that we seldem, and
almost never, see any one who holds to such an opinien now.

In the denomination we have a small army of workers, church
treasurers, who are giving much time and thouglht to assisting
in the advancement of our work., Perhaps we do not often stop
to eonsider what their gervices mean to us. They are the first
financial agents of tho denomination, handling, as they do, the
tithes and offerings direetly from the constituency, Without
their serviees the great work which we are earrying forward
could never have been begun, to say nothing of carrying it on.
This makes it imperative that persons of conseeration and
ahility should be chosen o care rightly for our funds on this
firgt lap of their journey to the fields at home and ahroad.
Ability is important, hut eonseeration should come first. ‘We
know that thgre are thoss who join the church who have
never really been hoxn inte it; in other words, not all church
members are converted. "To put persons of ability into the
office of church treasurers, without giving attention to conse-
cration, iz a dangerous and fatal procedure.

A eertain church ireasurer who served in past years had
ability, and undoubtedly was honest in a senge, but had the
wrong econcepiion of his duties, to the extent that he was
reported to have used the church funds for capital for his
own business, and thus was always a month late in getting his
remittances to the eonference. I say he was homest, and so
far ag the charch’s ever losing any meney committed to him,
he doubiless was, hut he -had complefely lost sight of a prin-
ciple which we should ever keep uppermest hefore the people,
namely, that the tithe is holy, and we have no right to use it
for ourselves, even though we eventunally repay it.

In speaking direetly of aunditing ths hooks of the chureh
treasarer, it would seem that the conferemce treasurer, by
direction of the conference commities, should give each chureh
treasurer’s hooks a careful audit at least onee each year. If
the conference treasurer is unable to do so, then the conference
may appoint some other competent person to do so. Every
receipt should he earefully serutinized and checked when it is
ascertained that it has been properly entered in the treasurer’s
hooks. By making & check mark in the record hook ws shall
be able to detect if anything has been ineorrectly entered ox
left out, At the elose of the month’s work we should determine
if the proper amount has been ment to the conference offies,
and hy reeeipts which every church treasurer reeeives and
should keep, we shall kmow for a certainty just how all money
has heen paid out and for what purpose. We should see that
the treasurer keeps all church money in the bank and in an
accomnt designated as the ochurch aeeount, and net in a per-
gonal account. The eastest and most consistent manner of
dishurging funds is by check, and all our treasurers should ha
encouraged to make their disbursements in that way.

It often is the ease in our churches that a treasurer pos-
gessing ail the desirable gualifications is unobtainable, After
Wwe have made the best possible selection, then we should see
to it that he begins his work right. The church treasurer’s
records are simpls, but the simplest forms of hookkeeping are
nothing short of a puzzle to many people, Therefore, we owe
it to our ireasurers to get them started right. Furthermore,
we owe it fo our church members to see that our freasurers
are properly instructed. There is nothing which will shake
confidence move quickly than for the idea to become prevalent
that the chureh treasurer is careless or incompetent,

Another thing which we must earvefully gunard is information
contained in the treasurer’s hooks. The Lord is the judge of
who is paying a full tithe, and He will bless or eurse accord-
ingly. That ig not the prerogative of the church members.
It is, however, the positive duty of proper officials to know
the facts, and labor for the unfaithful as earnestly -as possible,
inasmuch ag thig iz a life-and-dsath question.

If we have the proper kind of church treasurer, he will wel-
come an audit of his hooks, for he knows this will not only as-
gist him in his work, but it will placs him in the right light
before the church. The chureh mentbers will he glad to know
that the work of the treasurer is earefully supervised; and
their confidence in the treasurer, in the eonference, and in the
entive work of the message, will he increased,

Wao owe it to the work of our confersnce and to the mission
fields carefully to supervise the work of the treasursrs. The
funds which they handle must be properly segregated.. The
tithe is holy. Sometimes a mistake is made, and money in-
tended for a cerfain purposs gets into the wrong columu.
Perhaps it is tithe which gets into the chureh sxpense colunin.
A careful audit would reveal this error,

T think I have mentioned the most important reasoms for
the audit. Angther reagon, which very seldem has to he taken
into consideration, is wmisappropriation of funds, Mors care-
ful supervigion will reduce this to practically nothing, and
will temove to a large extent, the temptation which an oc-
casional treasurer might have in this direetion, It is as
much our duty to remove iemptation as far as possible, as it
is our duty teo detect when one hag fallen into temptation, and
it is food fer serious contemplation as to the measure of our
responsihility in eases of roal or apparent misappropriation
where we have failed to give supervision. The first step in
the wrong direction in many instances is not so mueh wilfut
disregard of right as it is discouragement, which may be
brought about hy many differing eauses; and a wrong course
taken with the erring onme adds to the discouragement, and
makes g return to rectitude a more difficult problem.

By carefully handling the situation, there will geldom be
a case where we shall find it diffienlt to secure the co-operation
of the treasurer in an attempt to audit his books. Howaver,
within a year an outstanding case of lack of co-operation has
been disclosed. An attempt was made by properly delegated
authority to make this survey. When it came time to have the
cash produced, the treasurer said it was in a large trunk or
box there in the house. This receptacle had a combination
padlock on if, The treasurer went to the box with the ap-
paxent purpose of opening it. After considerable manipula-
tion he gave up the task, saying he had forgotten ths com.
bination. Then he said he must leave, but that the offieial
might try his hand at opening the lock, There bheing other
memhers of the family present to witness the atiempt, this
party, not wishing to be defeated in the work he was sup-
posed to do, aeeepted the opportunity, and after considerable
diffieulty opened the lock, and was rewarded by facing an
empty treasury. Upon pressure being brought, the funds were
finally made up by the treasurer, but here was a clear case
of attempt at fraud.

I am thanlkful, that with very rare exccptions, our treasurers
are faithful and consclentious workers. Next to the directly
spiritual workers, their work is the most important in all the
list. But ahove all the workers in our local churches their
work is perhaps the most exacting, and necessarily the most
painstaking; for their work, if it is properly done, must be
done according to schedule. I personally know that with many
of them this requires hours of effort, and often the necessity
of working when some of us ars asleep, that they may do their
part in hastening to the mission fields the funds necessary for
carrying ferward this ever-inereasing work of giving the last
message. BurroN CASTLE

Can It Be True?

Girrs for missions was the topic in an informal round-
table talk in a General Conference Committee meoting one day.
These statements were made by members of wide experience,
which, while they seem almost ineredible, certainly furnish
food for serious thought:

“ Five million dollars couid he produced hy the Seventh-day
Adventist denomination for misgions in one year from luxuries
alone, without touching living necessitios.”

“In the West is a largo church with members in it worth
from fifty thousand to one hundred fifty thousand dollars, and
yet last year it did not reaeh its goal of sizty cents a member
each week for missions,”
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Home Missionary Department

WITH PEN AND} VOICKE

Missionary Theme for the Month of October
Note 10 Flders and Leaders

WE do not outline & Sabbath serviee for Ocicber, as that
is one of the months of {his year in which no official first Sab-
bath serviee ig provided for. Where such a serviee is held,
we would suggest that you use Daniel 12: 3, 4; Revelation 14:
6, 7; 10: 7 ag a Scripture lesson. Your missionary commitiee
should give carefnl study fo this Home Bible Study League,
and plan fo strengthen your wmissiomary work that you are
doing through correspondence.

GENERAL CONFERENCE IToME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.

With Pen and Voice
E. F. HACEMAN

Home Missionary Recretary of Boutheastern Union Confercirce

Wirmin a few days after this first Sabbath in October it
will have been exaetly fourscore years sinee the time announced
for the heginning of God’s last message to the world. Think
of it! Nearly eighty years since Seventh-day Adventists began
to preach the threefold message of the fonrteenth chapter of
Revelation. Then we wore a small people numerieally, just a
bhandfal ouly, and mow we have multiplied believers until our
work iz being carried forward around the world, not only
from east to west, but from north to south also. Tnstead of
a mers handful of people as we were eighty years age, today
more than two bundred thousand believers are keeping the
Sabbath and locking forward to the soon coming of the SBaviour.

Truly our work hag broken forth on the right hand and on
the left. Wheve onee we had bub one publishing house,-today
we have more than fifty. One time we bad but one sanitarium,
now we have fifty, Where we had but one eellege, we now have
more than one hundred twenly colleges and academies, and
more than twelve hundred fifty elementary scheols, where forty
thousand of our children and young people are receiving a
training for some part in God's closing work. The number of
workers were few in the days when our work started, but now
we have over fifteen thousand, and they are proclaiming the
truth in nearly every part of the world. Once the message
wag heralded I only one language, but mow it is being
preached in nearly two hmdred languages and dialéets. In
the beginning of owr work we printed the mossagefilted lit-
erature in ene language, while today we print in 114 languages.

My dear brethren and sisters, what does all this mean to
you? To those who have watched the rise and progress of this
message, it has all come about in acecrdance with God's pro-
phetie word, Ever sinee the judgment hour struek on God’s
great clock of prophetic time, Hig work Yag kept pace with the
fast-fulfilling signs that the end dvaws on apace. These tokens
of God’s blessing upen the work are not the result of a mere
cffort to scatter owr denominationsl views, They are striking
evidence that God has a work to be done in the earth, and
that Fle also has a people comsecrated to the task of doing the
work within the span of a single generation. And yet when
we thoughtfully consider what has been done and the great
task that still Hes before us, this great unfinished task, it may
seem o some that it will never be finished. But, thanks be to
Gad, our ways arve not His ways. What seems an bnpossibility
to human minds is a glorious possibility with Ged. This mes-
sage will be given to all the werld, and it will be finished on
sehedule time. “ Yet a litile while, and He that shall come
wilt come, and will not tarry.” Ileh. 10: 37,

To accomplish this gigantic task, God has not ehosen 2 few
men, nor has He set aside certain individuals for this wonder-
ful work, but He has commissioned the entive church to “ go)’
even to the ends of the earth, with the third angel’s message.
“The church is God’s appointed agency for the salvation of
men. Tt was organized for serviee, and its mission is to carry
the gospel to the world ”—— The Aois of the Apostles” p. 9.

ATt who are numbered among the people of God are {0 have
a part in His work. The theery that the gospel eommission
was given only to the clergy is one of the relics of thai pagan-
ism that resulted in the coming of the Dark Ages. God calls

‘paign is started.

upon every member to be a missionary. “ Every addition to
the chureh should be one more agency for the carrying out
of the plan of vedemption —¥ Testimontes,” Vol, V11, p. 222.

Our greatest need today, is a genuine revival of old-fashioned
miszionary work, a revival of our first love. Many of our
chureches are Iukewarm and inactive, They have aHowed the
missionary spivit to die out, eonsequently they are without
power and lifeless. “ Move than this, when the churches are
left to inactivity, Satan sees o it that they are employed. He
oceupies the field, and engages the members in lihes of work
that absorb fthelr energies, destroy spivituality, and eause
them to fall as dead weights upon the chureh.’— Id., Fol.
VI, p. 425,

God’s Standard

God’s standard is not like ours. He gays, “ My thoughts are
not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways” Isa. 55: 8.
He does not measure our ghurches by their piety or their out.
ward expression of the truth. * The real character of the
ehurch is measured, not by the high profession she makes, not
by the names enrolled on her l{ooks, but by what she is actually
doing [emphasis mine] for the Master, by the number of her
peisevering, faithtul workers,”— Gospel Workers,” p. 200,

The Church's Need

To carry this message to all the world, God has provided
every mecessary facility., 'We have the best Hterature, we have
ihe henlth message, we have the greatest message given to
any generation; and besides all this we have in the world the
latest inventjons to produce and speed on the message, to-
gether with a denominational organization that cannot be
aqualed, because it is heaven-born. The one great gucstion to
be solved in all our churches is, ¥ How shall We mohilize latent
talent, so that every member shall have » part in God’s work$”
Many of our churches ave in danger of becoming one-gided in
their missionary program. One church, perkhaps, devotes its
whole attention to the prowmotion of Bible band work, em-
phagizing that missionary feature to the execlusion of other
lines of work, while others:do mething at all until a eam-
Some give their whole attention to the
promotion of literature work, while still others spend all their
time stressing medical missionary work, Now all these lines
of work are good in their place, but what is needed in every
ehurch ig 2 well-planned missionary program that will bring
into serviee cvery line of missionary aetivity, and enlist cvery
member in some phase of missionary endeavor, Furthermore,
these plans should be simple if they are to be put into success-
ful operation, Many chureh missionary projects have been
conceived in enthusiasm, and started off with all the possible
force that could be mustered, and then have failed at last
simply because they have beem so eomplicated that they could
not be successfully earried out. The servant of the Lord in
speaking to thig very point says, * The very simplest modes of
work should be devised and set in eperation among the churchee.
If the members will nnitedly accept such plans and persever-
ingly earry them out, they will reap a rich reward.”—* Testi-
maonies,” Vol. VI, p, 433. '

A Simple Plan

One of the most simple plans that has ever been devised and
one that can suceessfully include every church member in its
aperation, is the plan of systematic missionary work through
correspondence. This plan is as old as any migsionary work
we are doing., In faet, it is the pioneer of all missionary
activity among Sevenih-day Adventists. ‘As ecarly as 1868
the plan criginated, when a few conseerated and zealous women
in the church at South Lancaster, Mass.,, began to collect
addresges of people in diffevent parts of the world for the
purpose of mailing the pieneer missionary paper, the Signe of
the 'imes, and following up the papers by persomal lethers,
calling attention to articles, and opening up the way for
inquiry. Through this means the seeds of truth fixst took
Togt in many parts of the world, and in fact it formed an in.
tricate network as a lasting basis for the denominationad strue-
ture which has assimed world-wide proportions.” Since the
birth of this plan many of our churches have condueted sue-
cessful eorrespondence bands, and hundreds of souls have been
brought to a saving knowlédge of the truth,
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Advantages of Corres;pondence

Missionary correspondenee has many advantages in spreading
the message:

1. Practically every church member can have some part in
the plan. Some can write letters and address envelopes, while
others ean wrap papers,

2. The plan enables our ehurclhes to give the message to
thousands of people who are Hving in sparsely settled districts
where personal ministry will probably never reach, unless it
may be the godly colporteur.

3. A great field of opportunity iz open to every church
throngh correspondence with the many thousands of people
who have purchased books from our eolporteurs. Not only so,
but correspondence will direet the attention of these people
to the books they have on their shelves, and thus result in
winning many souls to the truth.

4, Distance makes no difference in correspondsnce, The one
addressed may live fifty miles away or a thousand miles, but
the mail reaches him just the same, whether it is elear or
cloudy, cold or hot. Any family ean be reached through the
agency of the mail

5, The eorrespondence band work provides missionary oppor-
tunity for the busy housewife who iz eompelled to stay at home,
for those who may be bedridden, for aged snd infirm, or
other shut-ins,

6. The correspondence way offers opportunity to the person
addressed to ask any guestion, and gives the missionary worker
ample time in which to make the proper reply.

7, This method does not often arouse controversy.

8, Hach letter forms a personal appeal in a permanent form.
Oftentimes it is these pointed appeals that result in conversion,
as in the case of Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, who was led to
give his heart to God one night while in his room, during his
college days, as a result of an earnest appeal written to him
by one of his friends, who earnestly asked him to surrender
his life to Jesus,

A Successful Society

It has been the privilege of the writer to organize many
corrospondence societies, and he has known of many suceessful
ones, However, the most suceessful one he has ever known is
the Berean Bible Institute, organized in one of our large
churehes. This society has proved suecessful for several years.
It is hoped that & recital of its working plan will be helpful to
other churches in organizing a similar correspondence soeiety,
or, perfeeting amy that may now be in operation. This ehurch
has a membership execeding two hundred believers, but it
is so sitvated that if has a very limited territory in which to
do missionary work. This condition is made even more com-
plicated by the fact that there are soveral other churches in
the same section of the State. This caused the missionary
leaders to study seriously the guestion of missionary activity,
and as a result the correspondence society was organized and
named The Berean Bible Institute, the pastor of the church
to serve as its direetor. The society was organized for cor-
respondence band work, but is more systematically developed
than any such society previously eondueted.

The Plan

First of all, a list of names was secured from various
gourees. These names were usnally obtained from the church
members, who had been asked to give the names of relatives,
friends, and acquaintances to whom they wished literature
sent. The mames of patients from our sanitariums were also
utilized. Anoether fruitful source for gathering names was
our colportcurs. It was also found that Harvest Ingathering
fleld days offered a fruitful opportunity for seeuring names.
The plan was to print a little slip like the following, inelosing
it in tracts and papers piven away at every house visited;

“ DEAR FRIEND:
“ This Hterature is distributed wnder the auspices
of the Berean Bible Institute, Box 461, Fla.
To any who cares to send iy his name and addreas
+  we will send, absolutely free, g three months’ course of
our mtereatlng literature on live Bible tcpics. If de-
sired, sign your name on blank below, and mail to the
above address,

The society has recently tried snother plan whiech brings
in many names, and promises to still further increase the sue-
cess of the plan. A thousand names were selected, and onee
each week for four weeks these homes were visited, a sample
package of gospel literature being left where it was received
favorably. The first package contains two copies of Present
Truth and eone tract, on some interesting, yet simple subject,
together with an introductory letter explaining the work of
the Berean Bible Institute. The lstter asks for the name and
tolls of the three months’ course of literature whieh is te
follow, When the delivery is made on the fourth week, the
following printed ecard is inelosed with the package, giving
opportunity to sign it, and thus enlist in the speecial course:

“Dmar FRIEND;

“Tt is a pleasure on our part to present you, through
the kindness of ong of our representatives, an envelope
containing soms very interesting reading matter that
we are gure you will enjoy. It is given with ths prayer
that you will derive personal benefit therefrom, and
begin to erave more of a similar nature.

“In the event you would like to have your name
placed on our mailing list, to receive from time to
time an assortment of splendld traets and papers,
dealing with practical Bible truths, and explaining in
detail the wonderful prophecies of God's Word, just
sign your name, with address written plainly, on the
opposite side of this eard, and mail t¢ the Berean Bible
Institute, Box 461, ———, Pla. It will cost you -
nothing, and place you under ne obligation whatsoever.
Bhall we not look for it by return mail?

“ Bineerely yours, in His Name,

“ THE BEREAN BIBLE IN&TITUTE.

“ Repregentative,”

In cutlining this plan, the diréctor said that if they could
gecure the names and addresses of 25 per cent of those visited,
it would be a good average, At the end of four weeks they
actually received more than three hundred names. By this
plan they are enabled to find the ones who really desire to
receive further reading matter, thus eliminating the possibility
of wasting literaturs, as is often done im a house-to-house
campaign.

At the close of a three months’ course a questionnaire is
gent out to those receiving lterature. Thiz questionnaire comes
right to the point and asks whether or not they are keeping
the Sabbath, if they helieve the truths they have been reading,
ete. A, recent letfer from the director of this soclety says:

“We are keeping up our regular mailing series, and, to date,
have more than thirty Sabbath keepers as a result of 'our
corregpondence work, . We get many interesting letters,
which are read in our praycr meetings, thus keeping the inter-
est alive. TIf I had the time and means, I believe T could get
more into the truth this way than in any other, considering

the eost per capita. Every church ought to be doing a work
of this kind, and there is no Hmit to the possibilities.”

The computed cost for the threc months’ course for each in-
dividual is 87 cents.. Everything, of course, must be done in
the proper way. The packages that are distributed from
door to door are meafly printed on the outside with the
Berean Bible Institute’s name and address, while there are
added the words, “ Bample Gospel Package, Please vead care-
fully. More to follow.” They also have provided neatly
printed stationery and envelopes for this work. 'This plan
can easily be followed in all our churches. We are glad for
the revival that is being manifested in some of our ehurches
in missionary correspondence work since the Berean Bible
Ingtitute plan has been introduced. There ought to be such
a correspondence band in every one of our larger churches.
The results from the work of the society mentioned give some
ided of what a wonderful work could he accomplished if all
our ehurches would engage in & similar effort.

The Home Bible Study League

This plan was formally presented to the General Conference
Committee at the Spring Council meeting held in Washington,
D. €., in April of this year. Hearty approval was given to the
plan. At the meeting of the home missionary seeretaries in
couneil, immediately preceding the couneil of the General Con-
feremece Committee it was voted unanimously to recommend
to all our churches that they conduet correspondence work in
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accordance with this plan under the gemeral name of The
Home Bible Btudy League.
Missionary Department is to publish s leaflat, fully cutlining
the plan, in order that detailed information may be in the
hands of all who ave interested in thiz fruitful line of mis-
sionary effort,

Who ean estimate the power of the pen in this message?
‘What has already been accomplished in a few places under
this improved missionary eorrespendence plan, can be aceom-
plished in many hundreds of other ehurches. We should tike

"hold of this wonderful opportunity with all the courage and
strength we can muster., The mail service in hoth the United
States and Canada is open to us to spread the message, and
the power of the postage stamp will yet earry it to thousands
who know it not. Today, the message is being earried through
the air, and aeroplanes aetually make the journey aecross the
gountry in praetically the same time that it takes the sun to
risc and get. Wo wead that “the final movements will be
rapid ones.” The speed with which mail is carried foday, offers
us the wonderful opportunity of reaching many millions of
people quiekly., Geod grant that such a spirit of carnestness
and love for souls may pervade all gur churches, that we may
see a revival of missionary activity along all lines, and par-
tieularly in eonnection with this hmproved method of misgionary
correspondence; and that every chureh shall be ag 2 light shed-
ding its beams afar, for “ where there ig no aetive lazhor for
others, love wanes, and faith grows dim.”—* The Desire of
Ages,” p. 825.

Norp.— The misgionary topie for October eonsidors the impor-
tant work that may be done to hasten the triumph of the mes-
sage by missionary correspondence. Brother Hackman, the home
missionary sceretary of the Southeastern Union Conferenec,
has provided an artele puthining the improved plan of mis-
gionary work as condueted by one of the large churches in that
union eonference, The plan has had ample time to demonstrate
its simplicity and effectiveness, and alse the economy of
jts operation, No donbi there are many hundreds of our
churches that will be glad for the oppertunity to use this
ingtruetive material in the missionary serviee that will be
held at that time or later in the month. We invite guestions
as to the best plans to follow in getting this correspondence
society organized, and will be glad te furnish any information

that may be ealled for.

GENERAL CONFERENCE HoME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT,

Seed Thoughts for Harvest Ingathering Leadexs

“ REARRANGE your lfe's aetivities in the light of the great
commigsion.”— Selested,

# The measure of our libevality is not what we give, but
what we retain”— Selecied.

“ God will work for us when we are ready to do what we can
and should do on our paxt.”— Mrs. B, & While.

“ As long as we arc in this werld, as long ag the Spirit of
God strives with the ehildren of men, so long are we te receive
 favors as well ag to impart them.’— Idem.

“ The Lord’s work might receive far greater favors tham it
is now receiving, if we would approach men in wisdom, ac-
quainting them with the work, and giving them an opportanity
of doing that which it is our privilege to induee them to do
for its advancement.”— Idem.

“Tg alt who are ahout to take up special missionary work
 with the paper prepared for use in the Harvest Ingathering
campaign, I would say, Be diligent in your efforte; live under
the guidanee of the Holy Spirit. Add daily to your Christian
experience.’— Idem,

o

“ (arisT’s church on carth is to be an agent for Him. Its
memberse are to be devoted to the work to which God has ap-
/ pointed them, taking their places according to Ged’s order,
and doing the work He has assigned them’—* An Appeal,”
page 26.

The General Conference Home,

*ig hungry to help you,

Soul-Winning Correspondence

Dr. Josn TimorHY STONE, in “ Reerniting for Christ,” lays
heavy emphagis upon the missionary letter as a suceesaful
goul-winning ageney. He mays:

“ How many of us lave written letfers to men individually
as to their seumle’ salvation{ How many of us tonight ean
think of men who are unsaved with whom we have influence?
Some men whom we know and whose eonfidence we have, are
without Christ, and wo have naever written fo them personally
upoen this subject.

“T am hot pleading for a correspondence that earelesaly
throws in a religious word anywhere for the sake of doing
religious work, or appeasing a fanatieal zeal to do something.
Some men always puf fraefs in business letters. Personally 1
question their wisdom, but admire their geal. It is a far differ-
ent thing to ingert them in a personsal letter.

“ But now referring to correspondemee. In this therc is a
great meang of winning men to Chrigt, A personal testimony
in this matter from my own experience may help, cven if it
surprise. As far as I ean judge (and we all realize how poorly
we can judge resulfs}, this kind of serviec has direeily won
more men and women to the Lord Jesus Chrigt than any other,
aside from personal, direet appeal, More have given the
direet testimony of their persomal salvation resulting from
personal letfers than through sermons or special gerviees. I
ean sit down tonight and from the record of sixteen years in
the Christian ministry, give more definite results of men
reached through personal eorrespondence than by means of
any other single method.

“The very suecess of businesy life today is largely due to
correspondence. Work whieh is net so much of a personal
ag of a constructive mature. The postage stamp has become
a mighty means of power.

“T went inte one of ¢ur great bond houses reeently. The
president took me info a private room, and showed me how
great quantities of cireulars were being stamped and addressed.
Thousands could be twrmed out in an heur. What is this? It
ig the use of the postage stamp praectically applied to modern
husiness methods,

“TIf you eannot use long hand, dictate a letter. Talking
with a traveling man eof New York City, he said: ‘I never
let & day end without dictating a letter to some personal
friend about his soul’s salvation.” And then he added quietly:
‘T want to tell you this: All unconsciously to me, three stenog-
raphers in the last few years have been won to the Lord Jesus
Chrigt, won through the letters I have didtated, and in each
case I 4id not know 2 single word I sald wag being taken to
heart by them.

“ Another ittustration: Young Mereer is called by a lot of
the college fellows, ‘ Postal Card Mereer” I had a pestal from
him this winter, when le was sgpeaking to the Johns Hopkins
boys on my old stamping greund in Baltimore, Another came
vesterday from an old Northfield Cornell boy, who is trav-
eling in Bpain, whe had learmed the value from him. He
wrote on the eard: ‘ You see, I am “ Mercevized ”1’ He wasg
keeping up that which had go helped him, This eocrrespondence
method can cven be thus carried on with postals. It is the
human toueh through ‘ Unecle Sam.’

“ Now, when a man sits down and writes you a letfer or a
postal, you know he means business, You open the letter
hurriedly and read: ‘Dear William, I am alone in my room
tonight, and I have felt a definite impulse to write you a lotter
about the thing that is nearest my heart. I have been pray-
ing for you, that you might know my friend, the Lord Jesus,
personally. You know what my life was before I found Him.
There is pltenty of inconsisteney in my life now, but my heart
It therc is anything I can do to open
this matter ap, T want to do it. Don’t answer this letter if
it troubles you, but just know, in my heart of heerts, 1 am
praying for you, and if there is anything in God's world that
I can do to make you thoughtful, T want to do it

“What will the reeeiver say? ‘Ned is certainly daft on
religion,. 'What has he got up his sleeve?’ He may say that,
but he will never get away from that letter, even if he does.
There is lifebleod in that letter, and human nature cannot get
away from lifebloed! You ecannot kill lifebleod with a flip-
pant’ remark, Later he will say in his heart: ‘* Now do you
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know it was a mighty fine thing of Ned to write me that lefter,
Look at the time he spends in driving in the evening. Look
at the entertainments that are going o, and e thought enough
of me to put in his time that way.. He is in carnest,— I won-
der if T am!’ He knows that he values him, and he also
knows that it was a fremendous effort for him to write that
letter, The facl comes over him that this man really values
him and loves him,

“And then we ean use all kinds of openings. Think of the
opportunities that eome to ug every day of our lives.

“ A young woman wrote me: ‘I want you to pray for such
and such a friend. She has vecently met yeu, and she made
a single remark the other afternoon that showed me she betieves
you are sincere and earnest. That ig a good deal for her to
admit. With the natural opportunity of approach that you
as & minister in her eommunity have, I ask that you will use
yowr influemce in cglling, and I believe that at just this
time, if you can only get her to church, you could say the
word that would make her life count for Christ.

“A few years ago in Baltimove one of our pastors teld me
his heart was so saddened that no one was eoming inte the
church at a coming eommunion that he wept as he kneeled and
prayed. Suddenly the thought came into his mind: ¢ Why don’t
you use your pen?’ He said he roge and immediately wrote
eight letters, In some of those letters he used long passages
of Seripture. He wrote them to eight young men in his church
who had net previously confessed Christ, He fold me, without
another single mfluence, except following up those lotters, six
of these eight united with the church three weeks from thai
Sunday morning, and the other two came in afterward. A
consecrated pem will win men te Christ, not as a substitute
for the personal word, but as an assistant,

“TIf we are to start on this method, it will become practical
and natural o us therough use, and in no other way, "This is
& direet way of preaching the gospel for laymen as well as
ministers. It may be more to ug as ministers also,

“We are not uging this means as we should, and that is
why we are not having results.

“What are we here in this world for? For anything else
than the definite actual help we can give one another for this
very thing? How much real good have we done others? Tow
much real help will it mean to our city? to our churches?

“Will you not form the hahit and gain the power by
starting in now to do some of this very work?

“1 want to call attentien to a wonderful faet in eorrespond-
ence — distance 18 eliminated! Correspondence absolutely elim-
imates distance.

“This acts like a Marconi wireless, I used to think if any
important problem came up, the only thing to de was to take
the train at once and go to the individual,

“I have learned that we can do a great deal with a postage
stamp or a telegram, and sometimes with a befter result. We
annihilate distance, and we ¢an veach any one by this method.

“ Today a letter came from India from a dear friend. It
was %o clear, so explicit, so far ahead of the letter I sent him
a few months ago, that he has largely convinced me he ig vight
and I am wrong. Now I might have talked with that man three
or four hours without so satisfactory a result.

“The other day word came to ome of the ministers in this
city thai a elassmate was staggering under a tremendous bur-
den in the Bagt. Mo gat down and promptly wrote him a letter,
which said: ‘I am with you heart to heart” 'The answer eame
back: ¢ You will never know how just in the moment of need
that latter of yours gave to me a new strength and a new
bound of courage, and I am going on in my work here and
win out. Your letter i3 just what has done it.

. “Men, we are too busy to converse with men, and too busy
to correspond with men, and it is the old fhought gver again
— the man we were told to watch is gone!

“The first eleven chapters of Romans taught that ¢ justi:
fiecation by faith’ is God's method. But the twelfth chapter
made the application and appeal: ‘1 beseech you thevefore,
brethrem, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unte God, which is your
reagonable [common sense] service, And he not comformed
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
yerfeet, will of God/

“1 challenge you to whom these words come, to begin.

. “What are we, who are we, and who iy He? And to whom
are we pledged? I chalienge you o get busy for Christ with
brain, heart, and pen, and if this is not your purpose, stay out
of the arena! Tor the blessing we do not use, passes from us.
The power and strength whiel we do not uso, cease to be ours.
We maust”

Missionary Meetings

TER ehureh is the great center of God’s work for lumanity,
and it is here that the betievers ave to receive gpiritual help
and wise instruction, not only for the develepment of their
own Christian experience, but also that they may be fruitful
in their service for the Master.

“The church of Christ has been organized on earth fov
misglonary purposes, aud it is of the highest importance that
every individual member of the church should be a sincero
laborer together with God, filled with the Spirit, having the
mind of Christ, perfected in sympathy with Christ, and there-
fore bending every emergy, according to his intrusted ability,
to tho saving of sonls.”— An Appeal to Our Churches,” p. 28.
Another gtatement from Sister White declares that “every
chiurch should he a training schoel for Christian workerg)—
“ The Ministry of Healing,” p. 149.

Evidently, it-will be necessary for the chureh te give par-
ticular attention to the education and training of its mem-
bers if this ideal is to be fulfilled, and definite times should
bo appointed when the members can meet together for instruc-
tion. This was the plen followed by the Saviewr in the
preparation of IMig followers to continue His work after His
azgension. “Tor the carrying on of Hiz work, Christ did
not choose the learning or eloguence of thoe Jewish Sanhedrin
or the power of Rome. Passing by the sclf-righteous Jewish
teachers, the Mastor worker chose humble, unlearned men to
proclaim the truths that were to move the world. These men
He purposed to train and educate ag the leaders of Ilis church,
They in turn were to edueate others, and send them out with
the gospel message.”—* The Acts of, the Apostles,” p. 17,

Ag leaders in God’s work, we should give careful study to
the methods that will prepare the ehureh for the speedy fin-
ishing of the work. Together with earnest and prayerful
affort to deepen the spivitnality of the believers, there sheuld
be careful instruction that will enable every member to put
his eapabilities at work for other souls. “ The best help that
minigters ean give the members of our ehurches is not sermon
izing, but planming werk for them. Give each one semething
to do for others. Help all to see that as reeceivers of the grace
of Christ they are under obligation to work for Him. And let
all be taught how to work, Especially should those newly come
to the faith be educated to become laborers together with God.”
“ Testimonies,” Vol, IX, p. 82, % Just as soon as a chureh is
organized, let the minister set the members at work. They
wifi need teo be taught how te labor successfully, ILet the
minister devote more of his time to educating than to preach-
ing, Let him teach the poople how to give to others the knowl-
edge they have rescived.”— Id,, Vol. VI, p. 20.

The same counsel teaches that the Sabbath service ehowld
often be devoted to missionary experiences, “Let church mem-
bers, during the week, act their part faithfully, and on the
Babbath velate their experience. The meeting will then be
as meat in due seasom, bringing to all present new life and
fresh vigor”— Id., p. 18, Ia harmony with this inspired coun-
sel, the first Babbath of each month was set apart as Home

. Missionary Day, and its observance has been a great stimulus

to the missionary work of the denomination. Iu addition to
this Babbath service ecach month, theve should also be a weekly
misgionary meeting. Many hundreds of our churches hold
such a meeting in eomncetion with the weekly prayer service,
taking the first half of the evening for the missionary work,
and the last half for prayer and praise. Other churches find
it more conveniemt to hold the missionary meeting at another
time, FEvery church should plan for a weekly meeting, at’
which time definite study may be devoted to the missionary
work of the church, and instruction given in the varicus lines
of missionary endeavor.
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In our larger ehurches, meectings ghould be appointed for the
Bible readers’ band, the medical missionary workers’ hand, and
perhaps the Doreas Society will also have a definite appoint-
ment esch week., Sueh weekly meetings are absolutely essen-
tial if the memberg of the church are to be educated aund
trained for the task hefore ws as a peopls. The officers of the
church should give earnest sludy to thiz important featurc of
their sacred duties, The home missionary seeretary of the
conference will gladly give help and eounsel in working out
such problems as may nced to be solved for fhe proper con-
duet of the first Sabbath and weekly misstonary meetings, and
any others that may be planned in any of our ehurches.

Let us mobilize our working forees, and prepare them for
efficient service, “In every church there ig talent, which, with
the right kind of Iaboy, might be developed to become a great
help in this work, That which is nceded now for the upbuild-
ing of our churches is the nice work of wise laborers to dis-
cern and develop talent in the elrurches,— talent that can he
educated for the Master's use. 1t is iraining, education,
that is needed.”—1Id,, Voi. IX, p. 117. Tt your missionary

" meetings be your opportunity for fuifilling this coungel of the
Lord's servant. J, A 8.

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
&, F. PEYERSON

October 1

Toric: “ No Fruit.” -

Texr: Jobn 15: 2, 6.

Sexp TaoveHTs: (1) The Husbandman expeets fruit of the
vine, The unfruitful branch ig taken away, if it iz demon-
strated that it will not bear fruit, (2) When every possible
effort has been put forth to make the braieh fruitful and it
gtill bears no fruwit, it is gathered with other unfrwitfnl
branches and burned.

ADpimiowAL THoUcE?s: It is not enough to be a branch of
the vine. The value of the branch is determined by its fruit-
fulness, or whether it bears fruit af all or not. The lesson
taught by this beautiful figure is that it is not enough to pro-
fess to be o follower of Christ. The Christian, the true fol-
lower of the Saviour, will be froitful in service for otheys, as
well as fruitful in persomal experiemce. “ We can mever be
saved in inactivity. To be an idler in the Lord’s vineyard is
to relinquish all tatle to the reward of the righteous."—* Testi-
monwes,” Fol. IV, p. 537. Read Luke 13: 6-9, This Seripture
clearly shows that God desires fruit from trees of His piant-
ing. It algo reveals His patience and care for the unfrnitful
Chrisbian,

MissioNaRY PLANS: In miny sections of the eountry the
Harvest Ingathering eampaign will be nearing its elose. Plans
should be Iaid to raige the funds necessary to reach the goal
for the church, AN unworked tervitory should ke assigned to
the workers, and an earnest effort made to end the eampaign
auccessfully., Organize a correspondence band to carry on
misgsionary correspondenco in gccordance with the plams out-
lined in Home Misgionary Leaflet, No, 11. Helpful suggestions
may also be had fyom the home missionary secretary of the
conference; If your church already has a eorrespondence haund,
plan & strong misslonary campaign through the mail for the
winter’s work,

October 8

Tori¢: “ Bringing Forth Fruil”

Texr: John 15: 4,

Seep THoUcTS: (1) Only by having the experience of abid-
ing in Christ can we know the experience of fruitfulness in
His service, (2) We cannot bear fruit of ourselves, no more
than ecan the branch bear fruit of itself.

Appitiowal: THoUesTs: Fruitfulnegs in Christian gerviee is
the outgrowth of a personal experience, a living copnection
with Ged. “From Me is thy fruit found.” Hosea 14: 8,
“ Abiding in Christ meana & constant receiving of His Spirit,
a life of unreserved swrrender to His gervice. The channel of
communieation must be open continually between ran and
hiz God. As the vine branch constantly draws the sap from
the living' ving, so are we to ecling to Jesus, and receive from
Him by faith the strength and perfeetion ‘of Iis own chaz-
acter.”—* The Desire of Ages” p. 676,

SueGEsTIVE MIssioNary Praws: Pray fervently for the
miggionary work of the church, I1f the Ingathering work is
not finished, put forth every possible effort to enlist backward
members in this missionary endeavor. Let experienced workers
go cut with those who have had no experience. Strengthen
the correspondence work of the church. Present Truth, Signs
of the Times, Watchman Magosine, and tracts make good
missionary literature for work through the wmails. Tf your
eorrespondence band leader has diffientfy in securing names
for your mailing list, your conference home missionary see-
vetary will be able to provide you a good list of names.

October 15

Torrc:  Mueh Fruit.”

Texr: John 15: 5, 8,

Sgepp TioventTs: (1) -Without Christ we ean do nothing.
(2) Those who abide in Christ bring forth mueh fruit. (3) God
is glorified in a life of fruitfulness. (4) 8o shall we be His
disciples, ,

Apprriowar. THoveHTs: Not only are our lives as Christiand
o be fruitful, but we are fo bear “much fruit,” Some one
has said: “ Frueitful branches bend low,” indieating that fhe
earnest Christian worker will labor in'humility of spirit. “ God
desires to manifest through you the holiness, the benevolence,
the compassion of His own character, Yet the Saviour does
unot bid the diseiples labor to bear frait. He tells them to
abide in Him. . Living in Christ, adhering to Christ, sup-
ported by Christ, drawing nourishrent from Christ, you hoar
fruit after the stmilitude of Christ.”—* The Desire of Ages,”
page 677,

Sucersrive MissioNaRy PrLans: If the Harvest Ingathering
is still oceupying your attention, speak of the progress that
has been made, and have the members relate interesting ex-
periences they have had in their work among the people. Ex-
tracts from letters vecaived from those to whom the eorrespond-
ence band members are sending literature will add to the
interest of 1lhis meeting. Some churches meet an hour befoie
the regular appointment for the:weekly meeting to wrap and
address papers and write letters for mailing to the correspond-
cnee hand list. As colder weather eomes on, givo attention to
needy poor. The Doreas Soeicty should see that clothing is
furnished to such as may have mneed.

October 22

Toric: “ More Fruit,”

Texr: John 15: 2.

Sgep TmougHTs: (1) The fruitful hranches are purged that
they may bring forth more fruit. (2) Through God’s blessing,
our efficiency is to inercase, so we may bring forth more fruit.

AppreroNal THougu?s: * Jesus with solemn tenderness ox-
plained the purpose of the husbandman. The pruning will
canse pain, hut it is the Father who applies the knife, . , . Thers
are branches trailing upon the ground; these must he cut
looge from the earthly supports to which their tendrils are
fastening. They are te reach heavenward, and find their
suppert in God. The excessive foliaga that draws away the
life current from the fruiy, must be pramed off. The over-
growth must be ent out, Lo give room for the healing beams
of the Sun of Righteousness, The husbandman prunes away
the harmful grewth, that the fruil may be richer. and more
abundant,—* The Degire of Ages” p. 677.

SuaeEsTiveE MissioNary Praws: In the eonduct of the cor-
regpondence band missionary work therg will be some who
cannot attend the regular meelings, Arrangements should be
mada for these workers to take papers and letter outlines fo
their homes, where these faithful members may do their part
ag opportunity offers. The Chrigtian help band should give
attention to the needs of any poor who may be in need of
food or fuel. Some members should be encouraged to sell small
hooks during the winter.

October 29

Tor1¢: “ Iruit Remaining.”

Text: John 15: 16,

SEEp THOUGHTS: (1) We are chosen to bring forth fruit,
{2) Our fruit ghould remain.

ApprrioNal, TeHouemTs: “ There ig power and permanency
in what the Lord does, whether He works by human instru-
mentality or otherwise. . What we learn of the Great
Toacher of fruth, will be enduring; it will not savor of self-
sufficiency, but will lead to humility and meekness; and the
work that we do will be wholesome, pure, and ennobling, be-
cause wrought in God. Those who thus work will show in their
heme life, and in their association with men, that they have
the mind of Christ.”—* Testémonies,” Vol. V, pp. 647, 648.

SUGEESTIVE MissionARY PrLaws: Encourage fervent prayer
by the ehureh for the missionary werk that is being done.
Plan a strong misgionary campaign for the winter months, In
addition to the work that may be done near by, write to the
eonference for a list of names of people in unworked territory.
Every conference has such places, and very aceeptable work
ean he done by the eorrespondence band in placing the truth
in the homes of the people in sueh localities. Now is a good
time to organize a Bible workerg band, for study and work.

¢ QHRIST is sitéing for His porfrait in every disciple, TEvery
ong God has predestinated to be ¢ conformed to the image of
His Son.’ "—“ The Degire of Ages” p. 827.

# Lpr the missionary meeting be turned to account in tesch-
ing the psople how to do missionary work. Put the work iuto
their hands.”—“ dn Appeal,” p. 11.
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Miggionary "Wolunteer
Department

Devotional Meeting for October 4
Senior and -Jumnior
Topie: Lessons from Current Evenis.
1. Song Serviee.
. Bpecial Music.
. Season of Prayer.

o L

4, Notices and Announcements.

5. Seripture Reading,

6. Talk: “ What Current Events Do Not Teaeh.”

7. Talk: “Some Things Recent Events Do Teach Us”
8. Dialogue: “ Which Way Do You Read?”

9. Responsges:  Current Events That Interested Me.”
10. Closing Song and Prayer.

Senior Notes

The Topic— This topie will depend on the officers who must
work with the members in the outlining of material that can
be used. It iz impossible in & periodicﬁ such as this (sent to
press three months hefore its date) to list events of prime and
current intereat. The leader or the members of the program
committee should suggest itemns of interest to ab least eight or
ten members. This may be dome by clippings from magazines
and newspapers, or in & sentenee or twe, depending upon the
skill of the member in either condensing or enlarging upon the
event. While some of your members may not need this special
help, you will not desire to neglect those whom you wish to
take part and who may need some emeouragement, Let the
ovents ehosen be signifieant ones that show tendencies. They
may be along the line of new inventions for the making of war,
or, for the earrying of the gospel, or for speedy transportation;
or of selenee, erime, ov political world tendencies, Clwose
wisely and well. Tor special help sec our various periodicals,
such as the Signs of the Times, the Watchman, the Review and
Herald. Then the Literary Digest, Worlds Work, Current
Opinion, Review of Reviews, Time, Outlook, Current History,
and similar publications will be found of valuable assistance
indeed.

Advertise—1s it too late in your part of the country to
secure some aufumn leaves! Take a piece of eardboard as
large as your bulletin board will permit. Mount these leaves
in some artistic manner on the cardboard. This will he differ-
ent and attractive, Letter in your subjeet, time, and place of
meeting, using the leaves for decorative purposes.

8. Season of Prayer— Endeavor to make this most devo-
tional. Enowing your own society, you will understand whether
to call upon members or permit them to volunteer. Always eall
for short prayers, and give unasked members a chanee 1o join
. Close by repeating the Lord’s Prayer in unison,

&, Seripture Reading.— See Proverbs 25: 25; Luks 13:1-5;
and Matthew 24:15-31. It may be unnecessary to read all of
the latter passage if your members are familiar with it.
Sketeh the thought, however, with the specific admonitions.
Note: Jesus often used nature and current events as texts for
diseourses on spiritual and eternsl truths, Oxn the oecasion
portrayed in the passage from Luke, the disciples ealled Jesus’
attention to a recent slaughter of some Galileang in the temple.
It was evidently for the purpose of securing His opinion of the
tragedy. The disciples thought, no doubt, that it was because
the Galileans slaughtered were especially guilty that God had
permitted this ealamity to befall them. Jesus disabused them
of this wrong inferpretation, and said: “ Do you suppose thatl
these Galileans ware sinners above all the Galileans, because
they suffered sueh things? I tell you, Nay.” Then He cites
another event, the falling of a tower at which some Jows were
killed, saying, “ Do you suppose that these Jows were the great-
est sinmers in Jerusalem?” Read the Gospels, or go over the
story of the life of Jesus in your imagination, and netice how
constantly Jesus uses the commonplace events to illustrate
great truths, Ie was ever on the alert to note from the ovents
around Him tendencies and lessons that would be helpful in
the life of His day.

6. Talk: “What Current Hvenis Do Not Teach.”— Current
gvonts do mot teach who are wicked and who are righteous,
When the great flood swept over (Galveston; when the destrue-
tive earthquakes destroyed so many lives in California and in
Japan; when a great ship was lost at sea, immediately some
began to tell that these were judgments on the wicked, and yeat
those who were destroyed were not wicked above other men,
Some killed in these eatastrophes were better than many who
were left tnharmed, Recent events do give us some apprecia-
tion of the trend of the times, but we must be carefu]l not to
draw hasty conclusions, and we should be very eareful to keep
our perspective and not jump to conelugions in these important

mattess, This talk shonld be very brief and may he developed
along this general line. .

. Palks: * Some Things Recent Bvents Do Teach Us.”-—— Al
though history is no basis for forfube telling, it 18 a godd hasis
for prophecy, There is a great differenece in these two things:
(a) The great natural forees: the earthquakes and floods that
destroy human life, while they do not draw a distinetion be-
tween the righteous and the wicked, yet they do teach us that
we should always so live that we mai;r he prepared when deg.th
comes. They teach us very graphically the uncerteinty of life,
and the futility of laying up much treasure here unless we
lLiave treasure in heaven, A great preacher of the South telly of
conducting a series of evangelistic meetings in Galvestom, and
on the last night of the meetings he was strangely moved to press
the invitation to aceept Christ with more than usual urgeney.
There were five men in the audience for whom he knew speeial
and fervent prayer had been made. He pleaded with them,
“ Come, sutrender to Jesus on this last night of the meeting”
At last they eame —the five for whom he had been waiting.
The meetings elosed, and the preacher returned to his home
city. A few weeks later the country was horrified by the news
of the destroying flood. The minister talked over the long-
distanee telephone with one of the members of the church.
“Ts there any way L ecan serve you?” he agked. “No,” said
the man; “ but do you remember how you pleaded for five men,
especially, that last night of the meeting? Every one of the
five — hodiges, lives, homes — gone! Y am so glad you pleaded
and thoy aceepted that night.” The catastrophes of nature
teach us, “ Be ye also ready,” “ for yo know not.” These calam-
ities teach us also the uselessness of building up things, unless
we make character first. A little waif of the street sat amid
the ruins of a eity desclated by earthquake. Looking about on
those heaps of stone that had been an office building crowded
with busy people a few days before, the litile boy exclaimed:
“Tain’t no uvse to fight agin Ged! Took a leng time to build
them buildin’s, and God Imocked ‘em down in no time.” Foolish
the youth who lives all of life for the things that today are and
tomorrow disappear. INoolish the girl whaoge sphere lies within
the little confines of money, things, mere physieal pleasure. Are
you building a building that earthquakes cannot destroy, which
is eternal?  (b) The Great War: the last Great War tanght
ug many lessons, It taught the value of co-operation; how we
can all get togetber from all oecupations, and win. Everybody
was needed, from the soldiers on the battleline to the farmers.
Can we not Icarn a lesson here as to our own importance i
God’s work and plan? Oh, it the church would learn the im-
portance of this great gospel message to the world and eo-
oporate to win for Christ! If the Missionary Volunteers would
throw themselves earnestly into the carrying of the gospel mes-
gage — with such an army of workers as our youth, rightly
trained, might furnish, how soon ¥— yes, how quickly, it would
all be over. (¢} Sowing the geeds of gin brings trouble and
death in each lifo as in the world., Tor years German philosophy
and world greed and hatred prepared for the eonflict that came.
Then too, orators have drawn their examples of hersism from
the fields of battle, and youth have grown up thinking that they
must shed blood to prove thelr bravery. We ought to know
that war settles nothing., (d) The advent message to all the
world: the onward sweep of the gospel in the utlermost ends
of' the earth should have taught us to see things in a bigger
way and in the spirit of sacpifice for the cause that we all love.
This great movement means giving -—giving of money and
giving of ourselves to be used in His service. What arve you
doing? What is your soclety doing?

8. Dialogue: “ Which Way Do You Read?*— This is given
elsewhere, and while especially appropriate for the Juniors, if
your meeting is & union service with both societies represonted,
be sure to use the material given. If the Juniors have given
this dialogue in their week-day meeting at school, why not have
them repeat it for the benefit of the Seniorsy That would
encourage them. )

9. Responses.— See the first note, The Topie. Use along with
these respamses some of the guotations given under Seed
Thoughts.

10. Closing.— Make your closing Impressive that we may
understand and appreeiate and do for Him and His eause.

T. V. W. |

Junior ﬁote

Upon you, Junjor superintendent, to & great extent will de-
pend the interest and helpfulness of this meeting. The Senjor
Notes will materially aid you in your plans., As stated thore,
it is impossible to give up-to-date ingidents at this previous
time, but the Juniors will enjoy selecting current events from
accessible papers and magazines. Appoint a committee of wide-
awake Juniors a week or two in advanes to choose items to be
submitted to you, or your assistants, the day before this meect-
ing. The advertisement idea is especially good, one which the
Juniors will be interested in working out. E. E. H.

Seed Thoughts

1. Dr. Lyman Abhott:
“ Bvery great disaster is a warning, not of special judg.

ment, but of impending doom on all who do not eseape it by
repentanee.”
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2. Samuel Butler, in “ Hudibras: ¥
“ Lok before you ero you leap;
For as you sow yre like lo reap.”
James Russell Lowell, in “ The Progent Orisis: ”
«New oecasions teach new duties;
Time makes ancient good uneouth;
They must wpward still, and onward,
Whoe would keep abreast of truth;
Lo, before ug gleam her camp fires!
‘We ourselves must pilgrims be,
Taunch our ‘ Mayflower, and steer boldly
Through the desperate winter sea,
Nor attempt the future’s portal
With the past’s blood-rmsted key.”

3. Mrs, B. G. White:

“We must live a twofold life,—a life of thought and
action, of silent prayer and earnest work, The strength
received throngh communion with God, united with earmest
effort in training the mind to thoughtfulness and caretaking,
prepares one for daily duties, and keeps the spirit in peace
under all circumstances, howevsr trying.’——* The Minisiry of
Healing,” p. 612.

4. “ Nothing ean take so strong o hold en the heart as the
abiding sense of our respomsibility to God.—The Desire
of Ages,” p. 433,

5. “ What the church needs in these days of peril, is an army
of workers who, like Paul, have educated themselves for use-
fulness, who have a deep experience in the things of God,
and who ave filled with earnestness and zeal. Sanetified,
self-sacrificing men ave needed; men who will not shun trial
and responsibility; men who are brave and trume; men in
whose hearts Christ is formed °the hope of glory,” and who
with ¥ps touched with holy fre will ‘ preach the word.” Tor
want of such workers the canse of God languishes, and fatal
ervors, like a deadly polson, taint the merals and blight the
hopes of a large part of the human race”—* The dcts of
the Apostles,” p. 507.

Which Way Do You Read? - -

{EnrEr Clarence and Levant each carrying a mnewspaper.
They earclsssly throw themselves into chairs, and spread out
their papers to read.)

OLARENCE: TFather says it's educational to read the papers
and keep up to date with events in the world. He pays some
of the most learned men he knows mever got to abtend sehool
very long, but they improved their opportunities reading history
and,then keeping up with current happenings.

Lrvant: Yos, my dad’s told me things like that too, so I'm
trying to get the newspaper habit. - And really I like it pretty
well. Of course I always turn to the “ funnies ” the first thing.

CrARENCE: Well, father says some of the cartoons are very
good, and once in a while theve’s a “ funny ” sketeh that is true
to life and one ean get a lesson from it; but as a rule, le says,
it doesn’t pay to spend time on them. Sometimes they look real
tempting, and 111 not say that I always pass them by, bui I
know father knows hest, 8o I'm trying hard to really learn how
to read the paper and get the most out of it. While 'm a hoy

1 have lote of time, but when I’m a grown man perhaps there’ll ©

aot be time for everything, and of course I want the best.

LevanT: Oh, T have time now; when I’m older T won't care
about the “ funnies,” T guess. Say, but there've been a lot of
murder eases lately, The paper’s full of ’em. T've heen follow-
ing-one through. Thia fellow surely was “ glick.” Hg about gof
away with it foo, Sometimes I feel like I'd like to maks some
easy money like that, But then, of course, T'd want to be sure
I wouldn’t get eaught. (Beads aloud a snateh or two from some
erime columm.)

{Clarence breaks in between snatches, reading some up-to-
date happening in world events.)

{Both hoys read mbtermittently for a few minutes — Levant

always choosing the gruesoms, Clarence that which is elean and
edueational.)

LevanT: (After Clarence has read an item) Doegn’t that stuff
seem dry to you? Tt surely does to me. Now, for instance,
I Yike much better to read this continued story. T’m glad dad
takes this paper; it always has a good story.

OLARENCE: That’s why these real things seem dry and un-
interesting to you, Levant. Those stories are only imaginayy,
many of them not at all true to life, and theyre swrely not
worth remembering.

Levant: Huh, I don’t fry to!

CLARENCE: But when you read so much of that kind — don’t
you remember how Miss Jones explained to us our minds soon
hecome like sieves?

TLevaNT: Say, Clarence, is that the reasom it's so much easier
for you to remember your history lessons? And your arithmefic
too —but I dow't see how it helps you in that. Don't get
mathematics from the paper, do you?

(Both boys langh good-naturedly.)

Crarencs: No, I don’t suppose 80, but you know what 1\4‘135
Joneg said about remembering what we read, how it strength-
ens the mind, Pather says she’s right too, and some evenings
he takes time to help me chooge the most worth-while things to
read in the paper. Then other evenings I tell him about what
Uve read that day. Ie wants me to learn to make the most
and best possible use of my time, so when I'm a grown man-—

LevanTt: (Interrupts) Oh, yes, I know youw're always talking
about when you've grown to be a man, Guess I'll grow up as
soom as you do— {a little thoughtful pause), but that doesn’s
say what Find of man Y1l be, does it? Really, I've never
thought much about it, Clarenes, but 1 know my father and
mother want me to be a good man. Guess they just never
thonght about helping me to read. Im geing to atk dad to
help me, but since these stories amd “ fnnnies” have got the
start of me, I expeet D1l need your help sometimes too, Clarence.

CLARENCE: Sure, thai will be great fun; we'll read together
lots of vimes like this, only we'll choose just the bhest —both
of us,

Levant: (Joyfully) Agreed, old pall
ence’s shoulder as they walk out.)

(Pute hand om Clar-
EMmMa HOWELE.

Devotional Meeting for October 11
Topic: ¢ Lay'.mg the Foundation”

Senior

Song Service,

, Morning Watch and Prayer.

Announcements, Secretary’s Report.

Song: “ How Firm a Foundation.”

Leader’s Qutline: “ Beginning the Work”
Talk: ¢ Crossing the Mississippi.”

Tall: “ On the Pacific Coast.”

Talk: ¢ Advancement Through Consecration.”
Talk: * Beginning the Camp-Meeting Work.”
. Cloging Song and Prayer.

Junior
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Song Serviee.

. Becretary’s Report,

. Morning Watch and Prayer.

Song: ¥ How Firm a Foundation.”
Superintendent’s Talk: “ Beginning the Work,”
Reading: “ Advancemeni Through Consecration.”
Quiz: “ Crossing the Continent.”

. Story: * The Furst Camp-Meeting.”

. Closing Song and Prayer.

©wABm IS

Senior Notes

The Topic— This is another of the geries on demominational
history. You will find this topic of special interest and help.
There are fowr talks, bui these are not long, and 6 and 7 may
be ecombined, or one of them may be given as a short reading.
It would be well to work in some of your more timid members
on these short talks when the material iy all supplied, as that
will make it easier for them, Do not permit your seciety to
depend upon a few members; be continually trying, even though
you mgy find it diffieult geing, to work in new members. -

2. Morwing Wateh and Prayer.— The subject, “ Power in the
Word,” upon which the texts are given for the week closing Oc-
tober 11 will be especially appropriate for this meeting. Have a
brief résumé of the texts, even though you may find it necessary
10 speak to certain ones in advance, Den’t let the Morning
Wateh idea drop at this time of the year.

4. Song.— The one given may be sung, or there may be
gpeeial musiec. i

5. Leader's Quiline: “ Beginwing the Work””— Note the fol-
lowing in the outline of the topic for this meeting. It is
writien by Mrs, Matilda Hrickson Andross:

The work of laying the foundafion for the great Seventh-day
Adventist Movement that today is operating in nearly -every
country in the world began in the eastern part of the United
States, shortly after the disappointment of 1844. At Middle-
town, Conn., our firgt paper was published in 1849, and about
three years later the Sabbath school plan was horn in the
United States. Like the apostles, these early builders had ne
real conpeption of the magnitude of the structure that was to
be reared upon the solid foundation which their hands were
laying. It was a small heginning indeed; but the work grew
and soon traveled westward. By 1850 there were quite a few
believers as far west as Michigan,
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About that timo while Elder and Mrs. James White and
Elder J. N. Loughborough were holding meetings in Battle
‘Creck, Elder White said: “ Brethrem, if you are faithful te
the work, God will raise up quite a company to observe the
J$auth in Battle Creek.” In 1855 that city was made the head-
wquarters of our work, but it is not probable that amy one who
heard the words of Elder White suspected that in a few more
years the Sevonth-day Adventists in Battle Creek would number
2,500, and would bo operating the largest printing office in the
State, as well as a splendid sanitarium and a strong college.
But even so marvelously God prospered His work.

Tn 1853 the fivst laborers were sent forth at the expense of
s Seventh-day Adventist chureh, At that time Elders J. N.
Loughboreugh and M. B. Cornell went to do pioneer work in
ITinois, Wiseonsin, snd Indiana, a loeal -¢hurch in Michigan
defraying their meager expenscs, In 1854 Blder J. N. Lough-
horough entered Olils where he elosed bis effort with 2 general
meeting of the believers, at which Elder and Mrs, White weve
present, This was the first of the kind held in that State,

After this meeting, whilo these three workers were traveling
in Michigan, the Lord showed Sister White something of His
plans for the work farther west. As the workers journeyed on
through Michigan, visiting believers, their meetings grew so
large that they knew not how to accommodate the erowds.
They wished the people to hear, but how ceuld they eare for
them, FElder White suggested that a tent was needed, But
where eould $200 be obtained for that purpose? * Therc’s
what ¥ think of the plan,” said one brother, laying down $35.
The halance was raised very quiekly. Then camc an carnest
geagon of prayer to make sure that God was leading. ‘ When
we arose from our knees,” ‘confessed one of the workers present,
“wwe all felt fully satisfied that purchasing a tent would be a
move in the right direeticn.”

80 Michigan purchased the first tent in the early summer of
1854. A few months later the workers in Verment adopted the
samc plan, and Ly the following summer New York and Wis-
consin wore also helding tent-meetings, "When it grew too cold
for tents, the message would be given in schoolhouses. And so
out of their perplexing gituation grew the splendid tent effort
plan =e popular and so succegsful in soul-winning work today.

6 and ?. Tolks— These will be found elsewhere, They may
he combined into one talk if it seems best,
& and 9. Talks.— These will be found elsewhere, It is not

the purpose in giving this material to expect that it will be
used other than for course material.
Closing.—- Liet it be appropriate. U. v, w.

Junior Notes .

The Program.— Always read the Senior Notes hofore plan-
ning the Junior program, This is another meeting devoted to
gome of the beginnings of this great truth. Nothing will se
tend to strengthen the faith of our Juniors as a thoreugh under-
standing that God’s hand led out from the very conception of
this movement, These denominational history programs should
bo most carefully prepared. Pray earnestly that the lessons
will sink 8o deep inte the hearts of the Juniors that they can
never be uprooted by the storms of life.

I and &— Never lat the programs become dull and stereo~
typed. Of eourse, at some time during the program you almosb
always have a seeretary’s repert. This time it would be well
t0 bave it follow immedidtely after a stirving seng serviee.

3 and 4. Morning Watch and Prayer— No better devotional
lesson eould be given than the Morning Waiteh texts for this
week., Encourage the Juniors to store their memories with
these gems. You may wish te uso this suggested song to close
the meeting. Special music is always desirable,

5. Superintendent’s Tall: “ Beginning the Work”— Material
for this talk is given under No, 5, of the Senior Notes,

6. Reading : ¥ Advancement Through Consecration.”— Let an
older Junior read this, after thorough preparation.

7. Quig: ¥ Crossing the Continent.”— Material is given else-
where, If you have a Standard of Attaniment elass it would
be very interesting to have the avticles, * Crossing the Missis-
sippi 7 and “ On the Pacific Coast,” referred to in the Senior
program, studied. Then a good quiz could he worked up.
Perhape it eould be eonducted after the order of a spelling
bee, This would appeal te the Juniors. Or if you have ne
Standard of Attainment class, encourage atl whe can to study
from the GAZETIE,

8. Story: ¥ The First Camp-Mecting.”— How many of your
Juniors went to camp-meeting this year? Or if they have never
attended, they will be interested in this story of the first camp-
meeting, The story is told wuder the title, “ Beginning the
Camp-Meeting Work,” in the Senior program.

'9. Make the cloging appropriate, X B H

i Crossing the Mississippi

THE denominational work in Towa was started hy beliovers
who moved into that State from the Bast. Among the first
Sabbath keepers to arrive was the father of Elder J. N.
Andrews and his family. They came in 1855, EKlder J. N,
Loughborough and others followed. These, together with Calvin

Washburn, &, I. Butler, and his father, were members of the
first Seventh-day Adventist church in Yowa, which was formed
at Waukon,

In the winter of 1856 Tlder and Mrs. Whito visited Iowa.
Stormg made their going well-nigh impogsible, but God ecalled,
and they would obey, cost what it might, Tor a time they were
snowbound, but “at length,” writes Mrs. White, “ we ventured
to pursue ovr journey, and, weary, cold, and hungry, we stoppad
at a hotel a few miles from fhe Mississippi River. The next
morning, about four o¢'eloek, it began to rain. We felt
nrged to go on, and rode through the rain, while the horses
broke the erusted snow at almost every step. We made many
inguiries about erogsing the river, but no one gave ug encourage-
ment that wo could cross it. The iee was composed mostly of
snow, and there lay upen the tep of it about a foot of water.
‘When we eame to the river, Brother H. arose in tlhe sleigh and
said, ‘Iz it Towa, or baeck to Ilimeis? We havo come to
the Red Sca; shalf we eross?” We answered, ‘ Go forward,
frusting in Israel’s God.’ 'We ventursd upon the ice, praying
as we went, and were carried safely across, As we ascended {he
bank on the Tewa side of the river, we united in praising {he
Lord.”

There had been enough to discourage a worker in the journey.
But before the meeting 'in Wankon closed, all eould see that
God’s hand had guided through all the encmy’s hindrances.
The following report comes to us of that meeting: * The result
was glorieus vietory for the eavse of truth. Elder Lough-
borougl, who had left tho field in ovder to resume work as a
carpenter, resolved to give himself once more unveservedly to
the preaching of the Word, Wlder J. N. Andrews received a
great blessing, and 'returned with great courage to his work.
The other helievers were all helped to gain a cleaver vision of
the cauge of God, and dedicated themseclves anew to the un-
finished work, Altogether thiz mesting at Wanken was one
of the decisive points in the development of the work in the
Middle West. It marked the beginning of a higher tide of
spirituality, whick was to sweep over the eountry, giving new
life and vitality to the preaching of the truth in new places,
and encouraging the hearts of the believers.”

Mamizpa K, ANDRoOSS,

On the Pacific Coast

THE year 1868 marked a new era in our work, At the
General Conference held in Battle Creek, a plea was made for
workers to be sent to California. After making the eall a
daily subjeet of prayer, it was decided to send Elders J. N,
Loughborough and D. T, Bourdsau, whom tho Spirit of God led
to volunteer to go. Moon thege men started en their western
journey, with $1,000 which had been raised for' equipment.
The transeontinental railroad was not yebt cempleted, so they
went by way of the Isthmus of Panama, atriving in San
Franeigeo July 18. Shortly affer their arrival, an entire
stranger approached them and invited them te pitch their tent
in Petaluma. The stranger was an earnest seeker for fruth,
He had read in an Eastern paper that two evangelists with a
tent had sailed for California. He had prayed that if these
men were true servants of God, they might have a safe journey.
Upon inguiring at the doeks, he finally learned that the tent
had eone and had been delivored to a certain street and number,
90 he hagtened to find the men. His invitation was accepted,
and thus began the first meetings cver held.in California.

The effort at Petatuma was very successful. The people were
eager to learn, and so the workers mnot only preached, but also
gold several hundred dellars’ worth of books, Soon the mes-
sage was preached in other parts of California, and the numher
of belevers grew steadily. In the fall of 1872 the fivst eamp-
meeting was held in that State. Elder and Mrs. White showed
their deep interest in the work in California by selling their
home in Battle Creek in order to put the money into the new
cauge west of the Rockies. Im 1875 the Pacific Press Publish-
ing Company was formed in Oakland. This was one of the
many tokens of progperity im California.

Boon the truth swept over the houndary lines inte othor
States. Sabhath-kceping families awakened intevest in Nevada,
in QOregon, and in still other States, Then they called for



T R ORI R R —————————

THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE ‘ 11

workers to come to labor for others around them, Elder J. N.
Loughborough went to Nevada; Elder I. D, Van Horn to Oregon
and Washington; Elder M, E. Cornell to Texas, So the work-
exrs went on cultivating the seed already sown, and scattering
still more seed for others to water. And truly, God gave the
inerease. MaminpA B, ANDrROSS.

Advancement Through Consecration

WITH peace come great prosperity to God's cause. The work
beeame better organized, and evangelistic cfforts were multi-
plied. New believers were added. More and more clearly could
the leaders see (Gfod’s hand in bringing them into a now country
for laying the foundations for the work, where neople were not
so firmly enscomeed n old ecustoms, but genervally speaking,
were ready to consider new truthg, The progress cannot all be
attributod to the faithfulness of the leaders. They did their
part nobly — but in the churches a strong evangelistic spirit also
prevailed. Many tracts, papers, and-pamphlets were passed
out by the hands of faithful, prayerful sonl-winners. The fol-
lowing resolutions, passed by the chmrch at Allegan, Mich,
1867, help one to understand the spirit of whole-hearted conse-
cration that was found in those early churches,

“ WHEREAS, We hold the advancement of the cause of present
truth to be paramount iu importance to everything else; and,
% WHzEkras, This is rapid or slow, acoordingly as those who
are engaged in presenting it to the people are consistent or
inconsistent in thelr lives; therefore,

“ Regolved, 1, That we will make an carnest, persistent, and
prayerful effort to the end that ouwr daily walk shall at all
times, and under all cireumstanees be characterized by that
meekness in deportment, that patience and forbearance under
difficulties and annoyances, that integrity in matters of dealing,
that sobriety, sineerity, and chastity in comversation, which are
always essential qualities of the Christian character, but which
are peculiarly so at the present time.

“5, That in our opinion, prayer and conference mectings,

both on the Sabbath and on week-day evenings, are essential

helps to growth in graee. And that it is a duty which we owe
to the Lord, to ourselves, and to the cause, to see to it that
we are not prevented from attending them by obstacles which
we have it in our power to remove,

“ g, That as the perils of the last days thicken around uvs, and
the attacks of the enemy upon the remnant beeome 1more fierce,
frequent, and protracted than ever before, we can find security
only in a corresponding inerease of efforts on our part for
higher attainments in godliness, And thati, as a means for the
accomplishment of this end, we, the church in Allegan, deem
it advigable to hold two evening ‘prayer meetings a wesk in-
gtedd of one, as hevetofore.” Maripa E. ANDROSS.

Beginning the Camp-Meeting Work

THE year 1868 marks another innovatiom that has been
greatly blessed of God in saving souls and in deepening the
spirituality of believers. In September of that year there could
be seen in a quiet maple grove in Wright, Mich, an encamp-
ment of twenty-twoe family teuts and two large tents for serv-
jees. The first camp-meeting ever held hy Seventh-day Advent-
ists was in gession. The plan grew out of the feeling that there
was a need of a general spiritual uplift. So the leaders decided
to try the camp-meeting plan. Not feeling sure that their
experiment would prove suceessful, they did not invest in family
tents, bhut asked each family to bring eighteen yards of heavy
factory cotton to use as a temporary tent, and then after the
camp-meeting the cotton could be utilized for other purposes.

Only in ease of rain were the meetings held in large tents.
In pleasant weather the trees served as temples of worship.
The seats consisted of logs placed end to end. Sometimes a
rough hoard was laid on the log, There were no electric lights,
but at night a fow wood fires around sufficed for lluminating
purposes. The grocery, so commion today on the ¢amp-ground,
was missing. TFood was prepared in the near-by homes, and
bread was secured from the nearest village. The bhook store,
however, wag there. It consisted of three plemks mailed upon
posts so as to make a triangle. From this enclosure were sold
$600 worth of books. The workers in attendance, however,
had not forgotten the valne of other literature. Elder White

is reported to have said at this gathering, while seattering a
packago of tracts in the audience: * The time is coming when
these tracts will be seattered like the leaves of autumn.”

This fivst camp-meeting must have been a remavkable gather-
ing. The neighborlkood, as well as the ecampers, were deeply
interested. In spite of a severe rainstorm, there were fully two
thousand people present on Sunday. Elder and Mrs. White,
J. N. Andrews, Joseph Bates, J. I, Waggoner, I, D. Van Hom,
R. J. Lawrenee, and other leaders whose souls were afire with
the message, attended this meeting, and helped to make it pre-
eminently suecessful. Of thiz camp-meeting it is said:

“ The preaching met with o promp! response on the part of

‘the congregation as was seen in the soeial meetings, of which

two or three were held that day. There was a willingness to
repent of backsliding, and an earnest longing to come up on
higher ground spiritually. Some had encroached upom the
Saubath, others had ncglected family worship, and all had to
some extent partaken of the spirit of the world. Parents made
humble eonfession to their children, children to pavents, and
the gpirit of grace and of supplication was poured out upon all,

% When the invitation was given on I'riday for those who had
no hope to make a start, over sixty responded. And when the
call was made for backsliders who wished to start anew, about
three hundred pressed forward. There were other similar ocea-
sions, Tathers brought their children, friend labored with
friend, brothers who had been alienated for years came forward
hand in hand, mingling their tears of forgiveness and brotherly
love,

“ Not ouly were the general meetings seasong of great sclemn-
nity and power, but a spirit of conseeration and of praise
pervaded the grounds. Littlo meetings were held betimes in
the various dwelling tents. At all hours the sound of praige
and song and testimony could be heard over the camp, while
out in the woods, there were groups of twos and threes engaged
in earnest prayer and intercession.”

When that meeting closed, the camp-meeting methods had
been proved successful beyond the shadow of a doubt; and
before the year passed, similar meetings were held in Tllinois
and Towa, The next year the Beview and Herald annoumeed
camp-meetings to be held in Ohio, Michigan, New Hampshire,
New York, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and JIowa. B0 bhegan the
ecamp-méeting plan which has grown to be such an important
feature of our denominational work. Of a camp-meeting held
in Massachusetfs in 1876, a city reporfer is quoted as saying:

“ Sunday was the great day at the meeting in the woods at
Bradford, by Seventh-day Adventists, briaging together the
largest asgembly of people ever convened in this region for a
similar purpose. )

# The railroads weve taxed beyond the utmost eapaeity of all
their preparations for the occasion, and large numbers were
prevented from sttendanee by not finding means of conveyance
at the time the trains started, or by not finding the trajns mov-
ing when their effervescent inelinations were just acilve enough
to stimulate them to wisit the scene. We understand there were
thousands at the station in Lawrence who eould not be -aceom-
maodated with conveyanee, all the cars at command heing liter-
ally packed to overflowing. It was the same at this station,
and in the afternoon we noticed a train of sixteen heavy-laden
ears slowly pulling out for the camp.

“The speaking through the day was almost continuous, it
being in part an exposition of the doctrines of the seet, and
was, therefore, seed sowing; in addition there werc two ad-
dresses on temperance by Mrs. White of California.”

MaTLpa E. ANDRossS,

Devotional Meeting for October 18
Senior and Junior

Topic: “ The Great Doy of Atonement” (Oct. 22, 1844)
1. Seng Service.

. Devotional.

. Notices and Announcements.

. Sceretary’s Report.

Musie.

. Leader’s Résumé.

Talk: “ The Approaching Crisis.”

Recitation: “We Long for Thy Return.”

. Reading: “October 22, 1844,

Talk: “ The Hour of Trial.”

. Cloging Song and Prayer.
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Notes to the Leaders

1. Song Service— There i3 every reason why the local society
should have a lively and profitable song service before and at
the beginning of each meeting, You may say that you have no
leader who is expert at condueting. But it is not necessary,
though desirable, to have such talent at your disposal. If you
lack guch a leader, then rally a group of three or four or five
of your memhers who can sing, who can carry a tune well, and
get their help in making the song service a success, Work with
them in the seleetion of suitable songs, and then depend upon
them to help in the starting of the songs and the carrying of
the tunes through in a lively way. This nucleus of song-help
may sometimes be together, and again they may be scattered
among the other members to help. Hven though you have a
chorister, these helpers may co-operate to excellent advantage.
Try out the plan.

M. ¥, Rally Song— Don’t forget the use of the Rally Song.
This comes on a single sheet of paper with words and music:
“ The Captain Calls for You” (martial time) on one gide, and
the  Missionary Volunteer Rally Song” (hymn) on the other
side. Lenrn the songg, voth of them, and sing them at the open-
ing or the cloge of your meetings. They are sold from your
tract soctety, and cost but 75 eents a hundred copies, postpaid.
In lots of less than one hundred they are one cent apiece.

2. Devotional.— This period includes Seripture reading,
Morning Wateh review, aund exercises of suech nature, and
prayer, or o season of prayer when several members will join,
Encourage your members to pray and join in the devotional
period, You will find that it will henefit the soclety and
specially help in the meeting which follows. Call for short
prayers and sentence prayers, DBe ever on the alert to work for
this feature of your society, and atune yourself so that you
may sense the leading of the Holy Spirit in your meeting.

3. Notices and Announcements— These should not be long
or tedious, but you should not negicet to tell of next week’s
meseting, topic and special features, also the work of your group
leaders, and give words of encouragement whenever possible,
Let your members know that you have the varlous activities
in mind and that you are not neglecting them,

4. Seerctary’'s Beport—1t may be well at times to omit
the report, but do not neglecl it. An efficient secretary, one
who hrings in variety snd appreciation of the activities of the
goelety by means of the report, will be a mighty factor in the
sucecese of organization. Such a report need not alone note
the last week’s meeting, but-might tell something of the work
- of the soclety, 8 goals and its progress outside of that which
is morc or less visible to all.

&, Music— A solo or duet, if well chosen, ig always appre-
ciated.

6. Leader’s Résumé.— The leader should briefly relate some-
thing of the events leading up to the 1844 period. The follow-
ing by Mrs, Matilda E. Andross will be found useful:

¥ Near the close of the second angel’s message,” says Mrs.
E. G, White, in “ Barly Writings,” “I saw a great light from
heaven shining upen the people of God. The rays of fhis light
seemed bright as the sun. And T hcard the voices of angels
g.yin’g,,, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet

m.

“ This was the midnight cry, which was to give power to the
gecond angel's message, Angels wore sent from heaven to
artouse the discouraged saints, and prepare them for the great
work heforc them.”

Tt was about the middle of July, 1844, however, when the
midnight ery was clearly heard, echoing and re-echoing through
the land. After the spring disappointment, men began search-
ing the Seriptures for mere light. It had come; and this is
the way it came. A camp-mecting was in session. A ecloud of
depression settled upon the eamp. The services seemed dull
and disappointing. But one day & change came. A middle-
aged woman arose during the service, saying: # Tt iz too late,
Brother ——, 1t is too Iate to spend our time upon these truths
with which we are all familiar, and which have been blessed to
ug in the past, and have served their purpose and their time,
The Lord has servants here who have meat in due geason for
His household, Let them speak and let the people hear them,
‘ Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him.'”

With these remarks the intermpter took her seat as the
preacher had alveady done. Then oune of the less prominent
workers arose and presented the argument that the 2300 days
would end on the Levitical day of atonement, the tenth of the
seventh month, or Oet, 22, 1844, It was lke touching the
electric button that changes darkmess to light, The clouds of
depression lifted, the shout of vietory went through the camp,
and 2 great spiritual feast followed.

When the camp-meeting elosed, © earnest, zealous men and
womsn went out in all direetions, preaching the message of the
Lor®s return on the 224 of October, and enjoying in their
work a power which was clearly from ahove, In a few short
weeks the Adventists bad risen as one man, and were giving
the midnight ery with united voice. . . . Means with which to
carry on the publishing work flowed in freely from many quar-
ters, and the spirit of personal labor for souls was marked,”

Everywhere earnest workers were making the country ring
with the midnight ery. This preaching tended directly to sup-

press famaticism and unite hearts, A revival swepl over the
land, Many who had fallen asleep duving the tarrying time
awoke from their slumbers. Their former zeal returned in
double measure, Their joy was unspeakable. .

In the spring several New England farmers had left their
fields uneultivated; now other farmers, catching the same vision,
left their crops unharvested as an evidence of their faith im the
immediate return of the Lord. What stern messages of warn-
ing those uncultivated fields must have preached! What strik-
ing appeals the unharvested crops must have made to the almost
persuaded noighbors! One Advent believer had a very solic-
itous neighhor who eame and offered to dig his potatoes for
him, saying, “ You may want them” ¢ Nol” said the mam of
unwavering faith, “I am going to let that field of potatoes
preach my faith in the Lord’s seon appearing”

¥, Talk: “ The Approaching COrigie”— This iz given else-
where.

8. Recitation: “ We Long for Thy Eetuwrn”— This is one of
the early advent hymns, and was undoubtedly sung during the
period of time that is roferred to in this program. It is given
alsewhere in this paper.

9. Reading: “ October 22, 1844.”— The following is by Mrs.
Andross, and may be used a8 a reading or as a talk:

‘When October 22 dawned, it found all ready for the Master’s
return, The sun rose, The clock ticked away the waiting hours.
Noon came. Still God’s children wailed. The shadows began
to lengthen. Lower and lower sank the sun, Finally it kissed
the western horizon, Then it sank beyond the western hilly,
and no Saviour had come. Alas! what could it mean? Sursly
the Father above must have looked down in tender pity and,
love upon His heartbroken children, How His heart must have
yoarned for them in their bitter disappointment. But His
infinite, His unfathomable love permitfed that experience to
come to those who had learned to love the Saviour's appearing.
And Te who comforted the early disciples in their hour of
deepent distress, when their Lord lay in the tomb, sustained
these sorrowing ones in this hour of their greatsst disappoint-
ment, when the cruel hand of time thrust them rudely out of a
world of sweet expectation Into one of sneers, ridieunls, and
migunderstanding. One who himself shared thiz disappoint-
ment, leaves us this testimoay.

“ The tenth day of the seventh month, Jewish time (Oect.
29, 1844), at last came. It found thousands upon thousands
who were looking to that point for the consummation of their
hopes. They had made provisions for nothing earthly beyond
that date. They had not even cherished the thought, ‘ If it
doesn’t come,” hut had planned their worldly affairs as they
would if they had expected that day to end the period of their
natural lives. They had warned and exhorted the wicked to
flee from the wrath to come, and many of these feared that the
message might prove true. They had counseled and prayed with
their relatives, and had hidden good-hy to such of them. as had
net given their hearts to God. In short, they had bidden adien
to all earthly things with all the solemnity of one wio regards
himself as about to appear face to face with the Judge of all
the earth. Thus, in almost breathless anxiety, they assembled
at thelr places of worship, expecting momentarily to hear ¢ the
volce of the archangel, and with the trump of God and to
see the heavens ablaze with the glory of their coming King.

“ The hours passed slowly hy, and when at last the sun sank
below the western horizon, the Jewish tenth day of the seventh
month was ended. The shades of night once more spread their
gloomy pall over the world; hut with that darkness csane a pang
of sadness to the hearts of the advent helievers, such in kind
as can only find a parallel in the sorrow of the disciples of our
Lord, as they solemnly wended their way to their homes on the
night following the cruecifixion and hurial of Him whom but
8 littie while before they had triumphantly escorted into Jeru-
salem as their King,”

William Miller and other faithful leaders stood mnobly in
their places, comforting and encouraging the disappointed
people while their own hearts ached. That hour of apparent
defeat unveiled a little move fully the true preatness of these
noble men; huf eternity alone can reveal fully what strong
pillars such men were in the Advent Movement.

What was the real cause of the disappointment? In # The
Great Controversy * we read: ** Ervors that had been long cstab-
lished in the church provented them [William Miller and his
associates] from arviving at the correet interpretation of an
important point in the propheey. Therefore, though they pro-
claimed the message which God had committed to them to be
given to the world, yet through a misapprehension of #ts mean-
ing, they suffered disappointment.” The ¢ error resulted from
aceepting the popular view as to what constitutes the sanetuary.”

10, Talk: ¥ The Hour of Trial”— This is a moest important
part of the whole program, and should be given o your best
speaker. The material is found elsewhere in this numher of
the GazerTE,

11. Closing— Let the prayer at this time be that members
of your society may be ready, always rcady, to meet their
Lord so that no matter what shall come-— aceident, sickness,
or His appearing in the clouds of heaven —they will be ahle
to say: “ Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and
He will save us.” U, V. w.
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We Long for Thy Return!

“ DEAar Saviour, here we fainting e,
And long to see Thy face;
Trescend, O Jesus, from on high,
In mercy to our race.

“ How long shall that bright hour delay?
When will our Lord appear?
We long to see the glorious day
When Jesus will draw mnear.

“We long to hear the frumpet sound,
And see the just arise;
We long to sce our Saviour crowned,
And meet Him in the skies.

“ We wish to see our Lord descend,
Arrayed in robes of light;
To Satan’s kingdom put an end,
And claim His proper right:

“We long Thy eoming to hehokd,
That day of joy to see;
Our ardont longings can’t be told,
Lord, let it quickly be.”

The Approaching Crisis
" 8o the work weni on while days lengithened into weeks, and
woeks into months, The day of their greatest hope was near.
Home one gives us a farewell scene al a eamp-meeting held at
this time: “ The parting was most solemn. That was the last
camp-mecting the brethren expected to attend on these mortal
ghores. And as brother shook the hand of brother, cach pointed
the other to the final gathering on the immortat shores at the
grand encampment of the saints in the New Jerusalem. Tears
flowed profusely, and strong men wepi aloud.”

In the 2idnight Cry of Oct. 10, 1844, one of the workers
by name of George Storrs made a very earnest appeal to the
readers to get ready for the great day whish now was less than
two weeks in the future. Part of his appeal read thus:

“ How shall we be ready for that day? — Believe God’s truth,
aud venture out upon it, by strong faith that gives gloxy to God.
We must have the same state of mind that we would have if we
knew we were to die upon that day, the same entire consecration
to God and deadness to the world.

“T eannot better illustrate what I megn than fo suppose a
large {lat rock in the midst of the ocean. A promise is made
by a glorious and mighty prince that at a given time he will
send a gplendid steamer to carry all persons whom he shall find
there with the evidemce that they fully credited his word, to
a glorious country. Many venture out to the rock, Some, when
they ave safe on the rock, cut the rope, and their eraft with
which they eame there drifis away from' them, and they look
after it no more, but are watehing for the arrival of the steam-
ship. They have no doubt of the truth of the promise, and
rigk all upon it. Others who come there think it is enough that
they are on the roek, But they would be wise and not run too
great a rigk. , . .

“ (Cut your ropes now, brethren; let your boais float out of
gight; yes, make hagte before the <sign of the Som of man
appear. Then it will be too late. Venture now, and venture
@ll. O, my heart is pained for you; don’t dally; push off that
boat, or you are lost; for ‘whosoever will save his life shall
loge it,’ so saith Jesus Christ, gur Lord and Judge. Make haste,
then, once more I entreat you, O make hastel Let go every
boat hy which you are now caleulating to eseape to land ©if it
don’t come.’ That ‘if’ will ruin you. Tt is now the last trial
and temptation. Do as our Lord did with the last temptation
of the devil — Get thee hence, Satan, said He. ‘'Then the
devil leaveth Him, and, behold, angels came and ministered
ante Him.” So will it be with you when you have gained this
triumph,"—* The Great Second Advent Movement,” pp. 163-165.

The great event came still nearver. Only a few more days
remained, Means had flowed in freely, and thousands of copies
of papers and tracts were seattered abroad. Now some who had
held on to their means plesded with the loadexs to accept their
money. “You arg too late. We don’t want your money now!
We can’t use it! ” Such was the refusal they received. These
faithful Jeaders thought the last paper had been published and
the last bit of literature sent forth,

L

William Miller’s pen leaves us a very clear pleture of God’s
waiting people. It will do us good to gaze at it and profit by
the example of those earnest believers. He wrote:

“T think T have never geen among our brethren such faith
ag is manifested in the seventh month, ‘He wil} come, is the
common expression, ‘He will not tarry the gecond time, is
their general reply. There is a fersaking of the world, an un-
eoncern for the wants of life, a general searching of heart,
confession of gin, and & deep feeling in prayer for Christ to
ecome. A preparation of heart to meet Him seems to bhe the
labor of their agonizing spirits.

“There is sbmething in this present waking up different
from anything T have ever before seen. There is no great
exprasgion of joy; that is, as it were, suppressed for a futurc
occasion, when all heaven end earth will rejoice together with
joy unspeakable and full of glory, There is no shouting; that,
too, is reserved for the shout from heaven. The singers are
silent; they are waiting te¢ join the angelic hosts, the choir
from heaven, No arguments are used or needed; all geem con-
vinced thai they have the truth. There are no clashing senti-
ments; adl are of one heart and ome mind. Our meetings are
all oeeupied with prayer, and exhortation to love and obedience.
The general expression is, ‘ Behold, the Bridegroom cometh;
ge ye out to meet Him.’ ‘ Amen. Rven go, coe, Lord Jesus.’”

Mamipas E. ANDROSS.

The Hour of Trial

WHY did God permit His beloved ehildren to make such s
mistake and to suffer guch bitter disappointment? Perhaps
we eavuot fully answer that guestion. Buf let us reason quietly
for a moment. Dte you fhink Jomah could have preached ef-
Tectively to Nineveh had he understood the outeome? Tro you
think the diseiples could have participated so joyfully and en-
thusiastically in the triumphal entry, had they sensed that in
a few more days their heloved Master would die upon the eruel
cross? There is only one answer for the human heart.

“In like manner,” we are told, “ Miller and his associates
fulfilled prophecy, and gave a message whieh Imspiration had
foretold should be given to the world, but which they could not
have given had they fully understood the prophecies pointing
out their disappointment, and presenting another message to
be preached to all nations before the Lord should come. The
first and second angels’ message were given at the right time,
and aceomplished the work which God designed to aseomplish
by them.”—“ The Great Controversy,” p. 405.

“0f all the great religious movements since the days of the
apostles, none have been more free from human imperfections
and the wiles of Satan than was that of the autumn of 1844,
Even now, after the lapse of many years, all who shared in
that movement and who have stood firm upon the platform of
truth, still fesl the holy influence of that blessed work, and
bear witness that it was of Ged.’— I4d., p. 401.

We, who look back upon the disappeintment of 1844 as a
stirring event in our history, can see at least dimly how that
experience was used of God to enrich the lives of those who
held fast to their confidence, It tore them loose from the
things of this world, and it brought them into close commumion
with God where He could heal their aching hearts and send
them forth more than eonguerors in His service,

MATiLDA E. ANDROSS.

-

Devotional Meeting for October 25
Topic: “ Where Adre You Placing Your Influence? ™

Senior
1. Song Service.
2. Devotional,
3. Song or Special Musie,
4. Talk: “ The Power of Influence”
5, Talk: “Our Shadow Selves.”
6. Recitation: “Ag I Go on My Way.”
7. Responses.
8. Cloging Song and Prayer.
Junior
1. Bong Service.
2. Prayer.
3. Blackhoard Motfo: Peahms 19: 14,
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. Superintendent’s Talle: “ Influenee.”

Symposium: ¢ Let Your Light So Shine.”

Reading: “Our Shadow Selves.”

. Recitation: “ As 1 Go on My Way”

. Consecration Serviee: “ What Has Influenced Me for
Good.”

. Close by Repeating in Unison the Blackboard Mottc.

w GG

Senior Notes

The Topie— The subjeet of influence is ever new and ever
of first importance, It is searecly possible to overestimate its
importance. To say that we should be careful of our influence
is a traism. We should be careful of our influence, but in &
positive and not in a merely negative way. We shpuld not seek
1o live negative Hves for fear of having a wrong influence, for
the best way to awoid the casting of a wrong influence is to be
ardent and anxious in the doing of good, trusting the Father
above in the matter of minor things. Tt is always well te
understand somothing of the respensibility of life. G. B.
Thompson says: )

%It iz a terrible thought that every acl and word of our lives
iz leaving its indelible impress somewhere, What we have
written is written, never to be effaced. There is no traee of
a ghip through the oeegn, not of a bird through the aiv, but the
trail of every man whe lives, or ever has lived, is marked by
the eye of the all-seeing God from the eradle to the grave
Hvery act iz like the prehistoric footprint in the stone. It is
written, said, done, forever. ‘When we retire at night, our day’s
work is not done; it iz only really beguu. It is never dome.
When we close our oyes in the embraee of death, our lfe-work
is not yet finished. Our works do follow us, ta bless or to curse.
Our influence goes on, ‘It knows no nights, and keeps no
Sabbaths.” That hasty word spoken is still poisoning some life;
that unkind act, though forgotten, iz still at work depressing
some soul. On the other hand, that act of kindness or word of
encowragement is exerting its helpful influence still. The power
of influenee iz a terrible power. If elings to us; it is born with
us, and it grows and strengthens as the yearvs pass by. Our
gphore may be limited, yet we have influence. It speaks, moves,
lives, in every look of the eye, in every word of the lips, in every
act of life. So long as we live we exert an influence. ‘ None of
us Hveth to himself.) T we die, even this has its influence —
‘no man dieth to himself! We may be like Abel whose right-
eousness still speaks though he is dead; or like Achan, who
though dead perished not alone in hig iniquity. Tho influenee
of the past i3 beyond recall, and cannot be ehanged. But the
future is still ours, to make impressions upon the lives of others;
to create aspirations for holiness, greed for gain, or love for
selfish, empty honor; ir short, to wield an influence for Geod
or the powers of darkness. In ovder that the influence of the
Yifo may be right, the heort must be right, for out of the heart
‘are the igsnes of life/ What i3 in the heart will be revealed
in outward aets. The brook does not need to plan all its lovely
curves, its daneing vipples, its pleasant songs, as it flows over
its stony bed; the drinks it gives to thirsty passers-by, the eon-
tributions it makes to the mill wheel and the great river and
the oeean. The brook merely flows on, and the rest takes care
of itself.?

8. Devotional— Tet there be a shart season of prayer with
geveral members taking part. The central thought of infigenae
—— that which we have and that which we should have, should
be the central thought.

4, Tall: * The Power of Influence”— Materia} for a falk is
given elgewhere. In preparing this talk the member should draw
on hiz own experience and his own knowledge and under-
standing,

5. Talle: ¥ Our Shadow Selves”— This will be found else-
where. We never know, as the poet says, where gur influence
may fall.

6. Recitation: “Ads I Go on My Way”— Given elsewhere,

7. Responses— It is hoped that these will be the most im-
portant part of the meeting, Work these in even though you
have to leave out a falk. In éliminating any part, drop out
No. 5, “Our Shadow Selves” Let the responses be from the
hearts of the members, the quotations given elsewhere mercly
as key-thoughts and saggestions. The leader could well intro-
duce the responsc period by the following thoughts:

“ This question frequently arises in mind and on lips, ‘ How
can I know whether what T am doing will help or hnrt another?
Do I always have to think of other folks?’ To answer the last
question first: We do always have to think of other folks if
we walk in the footsteps of Him who ‘ pleased not Himself)
Along later in the tenth chapter of Paul’s first letter to that
church at Corinth the writer gives a sure test which answers
the first question. ‘How ean I krow whether what T am doing
will help or hurt another?’ He says that if we do it to the
glory of God it will help, not hurt. Anrd how many folks must
you congider? Paul was a Jew of the old-fashioned variety.
Corinth was made up of Jews, Greeks, and Romans, and prob-
ably all varieties and others were in the make-up of the Corin-
thian church, Ile suggested that he had to watel his eating
and his drinking and all the other aetivities so that neither Jew
nor Greek should find an occasion for scandal in him. ‘TFor)’
said he, ‘T am secking the well-being of other folks rather than
that of myself! A ryather ligh ideal. Yet it follows that cld

phrasing which we hear too seldom, * Inasmuch as ye have done
it unto the least of these My hrethren, ye have done it
unto Me. *

Responses on Influence

{Note: Clip these and hand them out hefore the meeting
beging.) . .

1. #None of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to him-
self.” Rom. 14:7. .

2, “ Young persons who are thrown inte one another’s society
may make their association a hlessing or a eurse. They may
edify, bless, and strengthen one another, improving in deport-
ment, in digposition, In knowledge; or, by permitting themselves
to become careless and unfaithful, they may excrt only a demor-
alizing influence.”—* Testumontes,” Vol. IV, p. 655, )

3. ¥ Words of kindness, looks of sympathy, expressions of
appreciation, would to many a struggling, lenely one be as 2
cup of cold water to a thivsty soul.”— Youih's Instructor, April
9, 1904. :

"4, « Personal influence is a power. The minds of those with
whom we are closely associated, are impressed through unseen
influenees.”—** Gospel Workers” p. 340, old edition.

5. The inflnence of every man's thoughts and actions sur-
rounds him like an invigible atmosphere, which iz uneonseiously
Lreathed in by all wha come in contaet with hiw. This atmos-
phere is frequently charged with poisonous influences, and when
these are inhaled, moral degeneracy is the sure result—
% Testimonies,” Vol. ¥V, p. 111, )

6. ¢ Human influence, deriving its efficiency from heaven, is
God’s ingtrumentality through which the gospel is to be diffused,
and itg transforming effects revealed. Character is in-
Nluence.”— Review and Herold, Sepi. 29, 1891,

7. % The humblest and pocrest of the diseiples of Jesus can
be a blessing to others. They may not realize that they are
doing any speeial good, but by their unconscious influenee they
may start waves of blessing that will widen and deepen, and the
blesged vesults they may never know until the day of final
reward.”~—* Steps to Christ,” p. 88.

8. % The world will be convinced not s¢ mumeh hy what the
pulpit teaches as by what the chureh lives, The preacher
anpownces the theory of the gospel, but the praetical piety
of the chuveh demonstvates its power.”— Testimontes,” Fol.
FI, p. 260,

8. “Tt is the privilege of every true Christian te exert an
influence for good over cvery one with whom he assoeiates”—
Id., Vol. II, p. 231,

10, “ Every uttered word exerts an influenee, every aetion
involves a train of responsibility. No one can live to himself
in this world, even if ho would, Each one forms a part of the
great web of humanity, and through our individual threads of
influgnee, we arve linked to the universe. OChrist used His
influence to draw men to God, and He has left us an example
off the way in which we ghould speak and act. A person who
is molded by the Spirit of God will know how to speak a * word
in season to him that is weary’ and will realize the highest
human blessedness,— the joy of imparting to others the precious
treasures of the wisdom and grace of Christ, But those who
permit themselves 1o be eontrolled by the enemy of all good will
speak words which should never be uttered.— Review and
Herald, Feb, 16, 1897. )

11l. “When the love of Chrigt is emshrined in the heart, like
aweet fragrvance it cannof be hidden. Its holy influence will be
felt by all with whom we come in contact. The spirit of Christ
in the heart is like a spring in the desert, flowing to refresh all,
and making those who are ready to perish, eager to drink of
the water of life”—* Steps to Christ” p. 82.

12, “You all have an mfluenee for good or for evil on the
minds and characters of others. And just the influence which
you exert is written in tho book of records in heaven, An angel
iz attending you, and taking record of your words and astions,”
— Testimontes,” Vol, III, p. 363,

13. ¥ The influence of a thoughtless word may affect a souVs
eterngl destiny. Every person is exerfing an influonece upon
the lives of others. We must ho either as a light to brighten
and cheer thelr path, or as a desolating tempest to destroy. We
are either leading our associates upward to happiness and im- °
mortal life, or downward to sorrow and oternal ruin. No man
will perish alone in his iniguity. However eontracted may be
ove’s sphere of jufluence, it is exerted either for good or for
evil¥—Id,, Vol, IV, p. 654, U, V. W,

Junior Notes

The Program.—*“1'd give the world to have such an inflnence
over my clags as Miss A has over her boys” Miss A, over-
hearing the remark, vepled, © That is just what I give.” And
that iz what it costs every Jumior worker who would exert the
best influence over his boys and girls. Miss A went on to
explain that she had to take time to associate with them, she
had to spend and be spent for them. The work of the Junior
superinteindent and his associates is a reflection of what Christ
did for mankind. Impressive as Hizs words were, Hiz life
counted for most of all. The Junior worker whose life has
the right influence aver his hoys and girls will be able to make
this meeting a mighty factor in their livea. The program, of
course, is only suggestive. You will doubtless have personal
experiences from which to draw impressive lessons.
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4. Superintendent’s Talk: ¢ Influence”— You can make this
talk very impressive by somc simple illustration. An effective
one would be to have at hand two glasses, one of watey, the
other of wine. Tour some of the wine into the clear water and
hotd it up for the Juniors to sea the differemce. Influence is
one of the greatest factors in human life. A very small thing
oft repeated uncomsciously influences hoth ourselves and our
friends.

“Tn a gun faetory @ great har of stecl, weighing five hundred
pounds, and eight feet in length, was suspended vertically by
a very delicate chain, Near by, a common hottle cork was
suspended by a sitk thread. The purpose was to show that
the eork coutd set the steel bar in molion. It scemed impossible.
The cork was swung gently against the stecl-bar, and the steel
bar remained motionless, but it was done again and again for
ten minutes, and lo, at the end of that time the bar gave evi-
denee of feeling uncomfortable; a sort of nervous chill ran
over it, Ten minutes later, and the chill was followed by a
vibration, At the end of half an hour the great har was swing-
ing like the pendulum of a cloek.”

Whether we mean to or hot, we are bound to have an influence
over our friends, our playmates. We may stand back and de
almost nothing, for fear of influencing in the wrong way, but
even in this there is & negative influence, Whether our influence
reaches to many or only to a few, it is the place where God
would have us exercise it to the very best advantage. A poor
Indian once said to the misgionary, “I caumot read, but 1 can
follow you. You know what God’s Word says;, and I will have
1o follow you and do as you tell me. What you do, I will do.”
The world is watching Seventh-day Adventist boys and girls,
and we must guard well that we always represent Jesus avight.

5. Bymposinm: * Let Your Light So Shine”— Give the fol-
lowing paragraphs to fowr Juniors a weck in advance, asking
them to tell the stories in their owm words. The one giving
the poem should memorize it,

“ A traveler visiting the lighthouse at Catals, said to the
keeper, * But what if one of your lights should go out at night??’
‘Never! Impossible!’ he eried. ¢ 8ir, yonder are ships gailing
to all parts of the world, If tonight one of my burners were
out, in six months T shoultd hear from Ameriea or India, saying
that on sueh a night the lights at Calais lighthouse gave no
warning, and some vessel had been wrecked., Ah, sir! some-
times T fecl, when I look upon my lights, as if the eyes of the
whole world were fixed upoen me. Go out? burn gim% Never!
Tmposgsible! * ¥

“ A dear ol lady called on my mother one afternoon, her
faee beaming brightly, and said, ¢ Al, you can never know what
2 comfort you have been to me.” As we had never been in her
homs, we did not understand the meaning .of her words. Then
she explained by saying, ‘ Last winter when I was so lonely
gitting by myself in the evening, 1 conld always see your light
burning brightly there by the side window; not once did it fail
to shine and cheer me.! After that we always turned the light
just a little higher, and wers more careful o see that the shade
was not drawn over the window.”

“ A layman had gone one evening to speak in s mission church
attended by many young persons employed in the Lancashire
mills. His wife accompanied him, and was shown a seat near
the choir, which was composed entirely of young people. After
the serviee, a. fresh-faced girl of sixteen rushed up impetnouskty
to the speaker’s wife and begam, ‘ I want to tell you how much
I have been helped — The visitor smiled appreciatively, and
began to frame an appropriate reply, thinking that it was her
husband’s addrvess that had been so profitable, when the words
wore frozen on her lips by the rest of the surprising sentence —
‘by your simple clothes. As T watehed you during the sermon,’
she continued, ‘T thought that if you eould dress so plainly and
attractively, swely we girvls who have to work for our living
can do so, too. In any ease, you have shown me that simple
dressing is the pretticst, after all,” and her glance swept mean-
ingly over the company of rather overdressed young womon,”

“ Has some one seen Christ in you today?
Chrigtian, look to your heart, ¥ pray;
The little things you have done or sai@ —
- Did they aceord with the way you prayed?
Have your thoughts been pure and your words heen kind?
Have you sought to have the Savionr’s mind?
The workd with a eriticizing view
Has watched; but did it see Christ in you?

“ Has some onc seen Christ in you today?
Christian, look to your life, I pray;
There are aching hearts and blighted souls
Being lost on sin’s destructive shoals,
And perhaps of Christ their only view

. May be what of Him they sce n you.
Will they see enough to bring hope and cheer?
Look te your light! does it shine out clear? ”

8, Reading: “ Our Shadow Selves”’— This article should be
well read by an older Junior. Tt is given clgswhere.

7. Recitation: ¥ As I (o on My Way”— This also ie given
elsewhere. It is hardly necessary to state that it should he well
memorized,
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8. Consecration Service: “What Has Influenced Me for Good.”
-~ They that feared the Lord spake offcn ons to another.”
Encourage the Juniors not to be timid in relating the thmgs,
small or great, which have helped them. It might be well fo
tell them 2 week in advance that this privilege will be given
them. Make this a real congecration serviece.

9. Glose with the verse used as your blackboard motto, En-
courage each one to make David’s prayer the prayer of hig own
heart. E, E. H.

As 1 Go on My Way

My life shall touch a dozen lives before this day s done —
Leave countless marks for good or il] ere sets this evening’s sun;
Shalt fair or foul its imprint prove, on those my life shall hail?
Shall benison my impress be, or shall a blight prevail?

‘When to the Jast great reckoning, the lives I meet must go,
Shall this wee flesting touch of mine have added joy or woe?
Shall He who looks their records o’er — of name, and time, and
place —

“Here a hlessed influenee eame,” or, “ Here is evil’s
trace 79

Say:

From out each point of contact of my life with other lives
Flows ¢ver that which helps the one who for the summit strives?
The troubles souls encountered — does it sweeten with its teuch,
Or does it morce embitter those embittered overmuch?

Does love through every handelasp flow in sympathy’s caress?
Do those that T have greeted know a newborn hopefulness?

Are charity and tolerance the keynoto of my song?

Ag I go plodding onward, with earth’s eager, anxious throug?

My life must touch a million lives in some way ere I go
From thisz dear world of struggle to the land I do not know.
So this the wish T always wish, the prayer I always pray;
Let my life help the other lives it touches by the way.

— Stricklond Qillilan.

The Power of Influence

1N veading an introduction to a “ Life of ‘Wesley 7 recently,
I noticed these sentsnces: “ The influence of a good man eir-
culates long after he iz dead. Tndeed, some men never die,
they are perpetuated as active forces in human life by the
influence they have created.” Iow true! Even finite man ex-
creises a power; it may be 2 repelling power or g drawing
power, an evil or a good control, but “ none of us liveth to him-
self, and no man dieth to himeelf.” Is it not man’s privilege
to draw others the right way, even as the stars hold each other
to their paths? The differcuce in the power with which God
has endowed man is that it is to be controlled by his will,

From an impure source comes only impure water. Se let s
turn te the source,— the thoughts and intents of the heaxrt.
‘What but these influence our évery word and action? “ Keeps
thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issnes of Jife.”
We puot it figuratively when we speak of a heart black with
guilé. Must not Cain have barbored evil thoughts of jealousy
until his heart was stained, and his hand raised for the murdor-
ous blow? RHve, too, the first on earth to cast her influenee on
the wrong side, doubtless thought much ere she seized the fate-
Tul fruit. And down the stream of time, every action has.
sprung from the secret thought, Does the stream which bubbles
suddenly from the sand of the desert have no beginning?
Surely, away back in the hills it gathered and has trickled along
out of sight, until the opportunity presents itself which permits:
it to come to lighl again. The course of thoughts may be sub-
merged, but the apparenily thoughtless word or zet is but the
springing up of the hidden stream. “ Whe would appear clean,
must be clean all through.” “ He who would write heroie poems:
shoutd make his whole life a heroic poem.,” We never can rise
above the level of our thoughts, as water never rises above the
level of its source. . How eareful, then, we should be to guard
against the first temptation along some new path of evil! A
twig may change the course of a hrooklet, but 2 mighty dam
scares holds the river’s torrent.

Our thoughts priinarily affect ourselves, making us what we

,are and what we ever shall he; but the erystallizing of them

into words and actione affects others. There came a time in
Alexander Graham Bells scieniific researeh when poverty and
apparent failnre almost diseouraged him. He met Prof. Joseph-
Henry, who gave him a kindly hearing angd advised him to keeps
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on, One thing stood in the way,— Bell’s lack of electrical
knowledge. Two words gave him all the impetus he nceded,
“ et it.”” They helped him beyond measure. He “gof” his

knowledge, and also that for which he songht, and presented
to the world the telephone. Many times hay a word in season
¢ast the balanee on the right side. .

The boys have been numerons who in later life have acknowl-
edged the potency of the life of some teacher, employer; or
mayhe the mother, to direct m the right way. TPerhaps the
mother las the greatest power, Alice Cary says, “The still,
gweet mifluence of a life of prayer quiekens their hearts who
never bow the knee.,” Many 2 wandering son has heen recailed
to the paths of rcetitude by that influence, while others have
boen kept from siraying., Edison gave a noble testimony to
the work of his mother when at the height of his carcer he
attributed all his success to her. Standing around the grave of
Dwight L. Moody’s mother, Mr. Moody, Dr, Pierson, and Mr.
P, B, Meyer all made the same confession. Probably Mackay,
of Uganda, would never have seen his field of labor had it not
been for his parents’ training. And the same may be said of o
large number of others.

Would John Buskin ever have developed the literary ability
which he did had not the best of hooks and pietures and scenery
been provided for him in childhood by his wise pavents? John
Coleridge Patteson, of the South Seas, is deseribed as “ one of
the puregt, saintliest, and most herole of characters, conspicuous
for truth and love” Did sueh traits spring up spontancously?
"Wo are told they “ may be traced to his parents.” It was their
influence which drew him to .the right. On the other hand,
may not the reason of a spoiled life, such as Byron’s, be found
in the unwise, capricious training of childhood$

In a eougregation of two thousand, only sixteen testified to
@ change of life after being molded forty years by sin,
are two lessons for us: We realize the need of great carsfulness
in our contaet with ehildven. They are great imitators, and we
never know when and how closely we are watched. One was
asked what turned her thoughts to the necessity of a Christlan
life, and she veplied that it was the devout attention shown by
her ‘Babbath school teacher in the church service. The other
Tesson is the awful power wrong thoughts and deeds must have,
a8 evidenced by the difficulty of breaking away from them.
Satan’s lemg ecxperience has taught him how to secure the
shackles on the sinning soul, and often the new leaves turned
are goon gpoiled and disfigured.

"Who has not been stirred to a desire for nobler, better things
by the reeital of the deeds of some of the world’s hevoes? Hero
worship is common to humanity, though all might not acknowl-
edge it, and atl heroes are not the same. The deeds of Nelson,
Drake, and other sea kings, and of military heroes, as Napeoleon
and hig enemy Wellington, Alexander of ancien$ bimes, and
Kitehener of modern,— all these stir the minds of our bays fo
emutation, Patriots, such as Washington and Lincoln in the
Btates; politicians, as Gladstone; men who struggled for an
almost lopeless eause, as William of Orange and Brues of
‘Beottand, all ingpire us, breathe info us, the hope of greater
Wdeeds. For what do the names of Florence Nightingals, Mary
Lyon, and Fidelia Fiske stand in the hearts of our girls?
Before the mind, passes a long proeession of men and women
who have made their mark in the world’s history, Ahove them
all, rises the majestie figure of the Divine Man, without whose
silent, permeating influence this world would be a chass of evil.
Every mauifestation of virtue comes from that source,

While the grest men of the past help or hinder, it is from
our daily companions that we receive our eonstant impressions,
Truly terrible ig the power each wiclds; but rightly used, how
great » hlessing! Mres. E. &, White has given a good sammary
of the question, so I quote:

“TRHvery act, every word, i3 a seed that will bear fruit”
“ By the atmosphere surrounding us, every person with whom
wa coma in contact iz consclously or unconsciously affected.
‘Onr words, our acts, our dress, our deportment, even the ex-
pression of our countenance, has an influence. .. . . By our
wuneongeious influenee thousands may be blessed. Character is
power.” Ream Arnzow,

“TIr is no time now to relax our efforts, to become tame and
gpiritless; no time to hide our light under a hushbel, to speak
smooth things, to prophesy deeeit.”— Adn Appeal,” p. 24.

Hers,
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Our Shadow Selves -

FirsT there eame a letber, from a subseriber who had never
before written to me. A letter that told me of a certain young
woman who lived near to this subscribex —a young woman of
splendid ideals and ideas, who did mueh for otheérs, who strove
egrnestly for the furtherance of the Master’s kingdom. 'The
letter told me details of the young woman’s life, until I felt
that I knew her, that we had heen personally intvoduced. And
finally the letter came to its close with a shy, small request.

“ Thig girl,” said the letter, “ has been working so very hard.
She has been doing such a great deal to help ler friends. And
gometimes I fear that the work and the worry will eause her
to be discouraged. And so I'm going to ask you to do me a
favor. ¥m going to ask you, sametime, to write har a little
note, just to let her know that she is thought of lovingly, thatl
her ungelfishness has really meant something to her intimates.”

Aud 50 T wrote the letter, a letter that I am afraid was
stilted and very eommonplace. ¥ wrote just a few lines, asking
the young woman fo answer me, if she cared to, so that we
might become friends. And then I posted the letter, Aud in
ever so ghort a time the letter was answered. And the answer
wa5 as charming as T had known it would be,

I need not quote from the answer, Indeed, I do not want to,
for the answer was very personal, very sweet. But I must tell
you just one thing that the young woman said to me.

“71 didw’t think)? she said, “ that my life really meant very
mech to anybody. But after reading youwr letter, and after
wondering who might have written to you” (for 1 gave no
name, in fear of violating a confidence, when I communicated
with the young woman: I said only that 2 friend of hers had
told me something about her), “I could not help feeling that
perhaps I did count for something, afier all. Really, as tho
poet said, ‘our shadow selves, our influence may fall where
wae can naver he!’”

The peem from which the young woman quoted is a well
known bit of verse. Almost every school child, I fancy, has
written it, at one time or ancther, in a laboriously lettered copy
hook, But for all its familiarity, it still has a universal appeal.
One that makes me reprint a single, poignant stanza:

“ This learned I from the shadow of a free,
That to and fro did sway upen a wall,
Our shadow selves, our influence, may fall
Where we can never hel”

If every one could only have a book to hold, ecompletely, their
shadowings! wounldn’t it he wonderfnl? A book that could be-
long, not only to them, but to the folk who have been brought
close because of an influence that has fallen where fhey, per-
haps, can never bel
portfolio of deeds and words and pleasant moments!

The young woman whe was brought to my aftention, in such
a sweet way, might never have known how much her influenee
was meaning to the people who were her neighbors. It just
happened that she was psrmitted, by a curions cireumstance,
to find out. I have no doubt that, when discouraging days
come to her, she will remember that ler example, her influenece,
her shadow self, is falling pleasantly across the lives of others,
Falling across lives that she would never dream of infinencing,
in her modest heart. And there are other people, like this
woman, who send theit, shadow selves far away —who help
many, and never know that they are helping! — Margaret E.
Sangster, in the Christion Herald. )

What Are You Here For ?

Ir you've never mads another have a happier time in life,

If avery ome could have some splendid

If you've never helped 2 brother through his struggle and his

atrife;
If.you’ve never been a comfort to the weary and the worn,
Will you tell us what you’re here for in this lovely land of mora?

If you've never made the pathway of some neighbor glow with
aun

If yow've never brought a huhble to some fellow heart with fun;

If you've never cheered a toiler that you tried to help along,

Will you tell us what you're here for in this lovely land of song?

If you've never made a comrade feel the world a sweeter place
Because you lived within it and had served it with your grace;
If you've never heard a woman or a little child proclaim

A blessing on your bounty — yow're a poor hand ab the gamel

— Baltimore Sun.
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