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" Church. Officers

GrEAT care should be exercised in selecting officers for the
church. Let those be chosen who are best gualified for the po-
gition. They should be men and women who are thoroughly
gonverted. They should be those who fully believe the third
angel’s message, and live it in their homes. They ghould be
tithe payers. When deacons were to be selected for the early
.church, the apestles stated:

“ Wherefore, hrethren, Jook ye out among you seven men of
‘honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may
Aappoint over this business” Acts 6: 3.

So the ehurch officers should be men and women of prayer.
They should be filled with the Holy Ghost.

The Lord has said¢ )

« The leaders of churehes in pvery place should be earnest,
full of zeal and ungelfish interest; men of God, who can give
‘the right mold te the work — Testimonies,” Vol, V, p. 618.

The apostle Paul writes to Titus:

“ Set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain slders
in every eity, as I had appointed thee: if any be blameless, the

. “hisband of one wife, having faithful ehildren not accused of

riot or anruly. For & bishop must be blameless, a8 the steward
of God” Titus 1:5-7. .

It would be well if our churches would give heed to these
words, and not hurry men and women into office without due
.congideration and much prayer that God will designate by His
‘Holy Spirit whom He will acespt. The inspired apostle Paul
.also ‘states that we are to * lay hands suddenly on no man,” and
the spirit of prophecy adds: B

“ Phere should not be so great haste in electing leaders as
to ordain men who are in no way fitfed for the responsible
wark,—men who need to be converted, elevated, snnobled, and
refined, before they ean serve the camse of God in any capacity.”
— “ Testimonies}’ Vol. V, p. 617,

While it is necessary that all churth officers be men and
-women of God, it is especially necessary that the.elder should
possess good judgmsnt and be able fo strengthen the ehureh,
that he be a shepherd of the flock, that he tenderly eare for
the lambs and the sick, that he study God's Word earnestly and
prayerfuily, so he may he able to ’feed the flock of God with care.

inating eommittee.

e “must be blameless, . . . vigilant, sober, of good behavior
given to hospitality, apt to teach; . .. one that ruleth well
his own house, having his children in subjection with all grav-
ity. . . . Moreover he must have a good report of them which
are without.,” 1 Tim. 3:2-T.

Under ordinary eirenmstances, officers are elected for one year,
but when proved worthy of the position to which they have
been ealled, they may be ehogen for further service. Officers of
the ehureh should be men and women who believe in God’s plan
of organization. The officers stand mext to the people, and it
is their duty to pass on {o the members, and to work earnestly
for, those things that are planned by the conference for the

" advancement of the cause of God in all parts of the world.

# There is no Hmit to the usefulness of the one who, putting
gelf aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon
his heart; and lives a 1llfe wholly congecrated to God.” —  Tes-
timondes,” Vol, VIII, p, 19,

The hearts of the chiweh officers, like those of ‘the disciples
of old, may be “ surcharged with a benevolence so full, so deep,
so far-reaching,” that they can be workmen that nced “not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”

Morrig LUKENS,

Election of Church Officers

Ag the year draws to its close, the important‘duty of se-
lecting officers for the ensuing year devolves upon every church.

By years of experienee it has been found that the ehoosing'
of 2 nominating eommittee, composed of faithful brethren and
sisters who can Tepresent the varions departments of church
work, who can epunsel and pray together, also be counseled
with, hag proved the hest method for the selection of church
officers, N

In choosing the nominating committee, a very succesaful way
ig for the church bhoard to select five or more names, according
to the gize of the church, these names to be suggested to the
chureh for its action. It is in the province of the church to sug-
gest any change in the committee named, if in its judgment any
other name or names should be added or substituted. The
church then votes, choosing the persons suggested ag its eom-
mittee, the one first named to act as its chairman, unless it ig
definitely stated that the committee itself is to choose its chair-
‘H}HIL

In no case should the elder or pastor appoint this nom-
And, further, we belleve he would do well
io decline naming the committee, even though asked in 2 motion
to do so. For the church board to select the persons to act as a
nominating committee relieves the elder of the suspicion of hav-
ing selected persons favorable fo limself. This committee should
be as representative as possible, one in whom the whole church
will haye confidence that the best interests of the church wall
be served. -

The- committee should be given a week or two for its work,
and it shonld report at latest on the next to the last Sabbath
of the year, 20 that the newly selected officers may be prepared
to bégin their work the first Sabbath of the new year.

Thig committes is eharged with solemn responsibilities. It is
to de its work in the fear of God, earefully reviewing the work
and influenge of each one who has borne regponsibilities the past
year. Some may wish'to be relieved. Changes for one reason
or another usually have to be made. This tommittes, while seek-
ing the Lord for guvidance, may also counsel with various mem-
bers of the chureh; and any member should be counted in no
way out of place in offering a suggestion for fhe congideration
of the committes while it is doing its work.

When the report is ready, either the ehairman or the gecre-
tary of the eommittes may read it to the church when ealled
for, the guestion being called upon' each naime as read; or the
report may be redd through, and handed the elerk of the church
to read again, while the question is called on each name, the
vote on the whole report being taken at the close.

<
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It is seldom found necessary for the church to make addi- .

tional ; recommendations after the report of the nominating
committes iz rendered; for time has been taken by the com-
mittee (if it has thoroughly done its work) to counsel with
various ones, and in rendering their report with all this counsel
before them, after praying and weighing carefully all questions
involved, their report is seen by the church to be for its very
best interests. Iowever, if some rare instance arises in which
it is deemed best for further consideration to be given some
feature ef the report, it is in the provinee of the church by a
vote to refer this item back to the committee for further con-
sideration. Then those who have differed from the report may
meet apart with the committse for further prayerful considera-
tion of the question under advisement. It ia very desirable
that the vote ef the church on the final report of the commit-
tee shall he unanimous; yet a majority vote is to be counted as
dceisive. Every member of the chureh is entitled to vote.

During the year, occasions may arise for the church to fll
vacancies, which it is proper to do at any time., The church
hoard acts as a nominating cemmittec between elections.

There may be new offieers chosen, who lack experience in the
rgsponsibilities laid@ upen them. They will need the counsel
and prayers and help of those who have had more experience.
How beauatiful it is to see one who has served the ¢hurch faith-
fully in sonie eapaecity, lovingly assisting one new in the serv-
ige in every way possible, in the spirit of the Master. Perhaps
no hetter test of real Christianity ean be given than this.

The entire church should loyally assist, by prayer and co-
operation, every officer chosen, Each one can help. “Let love
be without dissimulation’ TLet no ecriticism escape the lips.
Remember that none are yet perfeet, and that « we, being many,
are one body in Christ, and every one membera one of another.”
Tt takes all of us to be one body, even as there are many
members in these hodies of ours, “and all members have not
the same office,” The Lord exhorts ws to * be kindly affectioned
onc to another with brotherly love; * and then adda, “in honor
preferring one another.” With these admonitions followed, no
inharmony shoutd arise in choosing the church officers,

Another point should bhe emphasized, and that is, the c¢hurech
clerk should, immediately upon the election of the officers,
whether changes have or have not been made, send on to the con-
ference secretary his report, giving the name and post office
address, plainly written, of each officer chosen. This iz im-
p(i)rtant. T. B. B.

Fundamentals of Soul-Winning

THERE are at least three fundamentals of goul-winning:
The soul-winner ghould be like Jesus; he should love as Jesus
loves; he should work as Jesus works,

‘Consider the first of theses Tobe like Josus means every-
thing to the worker himself, and the endeavor to attain to this
exalted slate is worthy of every human effort. No sacrifice
we may make, no hardship we may endure, whatever it may be,
is' top great for its aecomplishment.

“Bo devoted was our Redeemer to the work of saving souls,
that He even longed for His haptism of blood.” — * Testi-
monies,” Vol. ¥, p. 132.

If an eye offends, it should be plucked out. If an arm or a
hand is in the way, it should be cut off. These are the figures
used to indieate the earnestness and determination which should
characterize every one who would save his own soul and become
a soul-winner for God.

Te be like Jesus-—endeavor sublime! The most exalted
f)qsition ever to he attained by saint or angel: to exchange
the old carnal man for the new; to die and he made alive;
to crueify the flesh with its affections and lusts; to bury the
old life as a kernel of grain is buried, and riso an entirely
new creature in Christ Jesus; to 1ift our heads from the mive
and gtime of this present world into the holy atmosphers of
heaven; to consider the lily, how it grows, and like the lily
{though we are still to live in this world of sin, and our Father,
answering the Saviouwr’s prayer, will-not immediately take us
out), to lift our souls above its miasma until we look into the
face of the Son of Righteousness, and receive from Him His
Purity and heauty as the lily takes its tints and glory and
snowy whiteness from the sun. All this will come to us as we

*»

N

strive to beecome like Jesus. *'We shall be like Him; for we
shall see Him as He is” 1 John 3: 82, .

To love as Christ loves! When we have opened the heart’s
deor in answer to the Saviour’s knoek, and the Saviour with His
averlasting love ef eternity has come into our hearts, then we
shall be ahle to love as He loves. And this is just the ex-
Pperience that Jesus longs for us to have. The great heart of
Jesus is an abiding place of the love of Him who “ so loved the
world, that He gave His only begetten Son.” Christ’s prayer
to Glod, “I in them, and Thou in Me,” is a promise to ug that
we may have Jesus in our hearts, and God’s love being in the
heart of Jesus, it will thus be in eur hearts, and from it the
issues of our life will flow. We shall then love as Jesus loves,
and, O, what love that is! In aifticipation of this, Jesus said
to His Father, “ I have declared unto them Thy name, and will
declare it: that the love whorewith.Thou hast loved Me may
be in them, and T in them.” John 17: 26.

Thus the very love with which God loved Jesus i8 to be in us,
the spring whence our love to others flows. And, O, how
we ghall love souls when we have this experience! We shall love
them with the love of Ged, exactly as Jésus Himself pours out
that love upon them, When that love pervades our own souls,
we shall knew something, at least, of what the love of God is.
Our vision will then be as broad as the world’s nced, Moreover,
our love, instead of compassing only our friends and those who
are near and dear te ws by the ties of nature, will encompass
our very enemies, those who hate ws, those who disagree with
usg, those who despitefully use us. We shall love them, yes,
really love them. It will not be mere toleration or simply an
outward appearance of friendliness, but an inward, all-consum-
ing Iove, that will go out to them in an irresistible, engulfing
flood. Thus those who most need cur love will receive if.

To work as Christ works! Tt is said that He went about
doing good; that He spent His time hetween the mountain and
the multitude; that whole nights were spent in prayer for thosp
to whom e ministered; that to do His Father’s will was His
meat and drink; that He divided His food with the hmngry,
gave the cup of cold water to the thirsty, laid His hand on the
fevered brow, and took litile children in His arms and blessed
them, He loved the had children as well as the good. And
while to the hypocrites and despisers of His grace He spoke
the most seathing rebukes that ever fell from human lips, ¢ there
were tears in His voice as He uttered # the words,

Jesus’ greatest instrument of Iabor in the winning of souls
was love. When men reviled Him, He loved them, When they
perseeuted Him from place to place, He loved them. When His

-brothers so misunderstood Him that His life was almost unbear-

able in the home, He loved them. When wicked men cast in-
sinnations against Him and pointed the finger of seorn heecaunse
of the nature of His birth, e loved them. When Peter de-
nied Him with cursing and swearing, He loved him. Even when
Judas had purpesed to sell his Lord, still Jesus' great heart of
love ‘went out after him in that last appeal when He said,
“ Whatsoever thou doest, do quickly.” When they spit on Him,
struck Him in the face, placed the erown of thorns upon His
head, and dreve the eruel nails through His tender feet and
hands, He still loved and even prayed for them. That with
which He worked for souls was love, everlasting love, the womn-
derful love of God. '

Dear friends, when we work as Jesus wotked, making the
love of God the mainspring of all our actions, great and holy
deeds .like these in the life of Jesus will manifest themselves
in our lives. When the hatred of ememies, or even of former
friends, rears its hideous head and strikes its venomous fangs
into our hearts, none of the poisonous hate will find lodgment
there. The poet has well expressed the thought:

“ You may ruin, you may crush the vase if you will,
But the scent of the roges will hang round it still,”

When the side of Jesus was pierced, there came forth blood
and water, indicating that He died, not of the nails in His
hands and feet, or the erown of thorns, or the eruel abuse, but
of a broken heart.

The very best methods, facilities, and plans for winning souls,
and even suceess itself, depend on these three fundamentals,—
to be like Jesus, to love as Jesus loves, and to work as Jesns
works. G. A, RoBERTS.
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Bome Migsionary Bepartment

HEAVEN’S REPORTING SYSTEM'

" . Missionary Theme for the Month of
’ December

. Nowg: Decembher is always a busy month for cur work and
workers, The Week of Prayer, the election of officers, as well
as the closing up of the year's work, make heavy demands upon
all who are in positions of responsibility., The Week of Prayer
heging the first Sabbath of December, 50 there can be no home
missionary serviece at that time. It may he that many churches
will desire to hold such a service on another Sahbath during the
month, or at some other time, and the material provided in this
isgsue will he found lelpful in strengthening the missionary
work, The gathering of missionary statistics is an important
feature of our work, and the co-operation ef every member of
every church is needed to secure just the mformation required.
Only in this way can we fumish an accurate report of the
activity of our faithful missionary workers, We earnestly

‘solicit the co-operation of church ¢lders and missionary sec-

retaries in making 1925 the best year in our history along this
line of endeavor.
GeENERAL ConrERENCE HoME MissioNARY DEPT.

Heaven’s Reporting System
J. A. STEVENS

“ORDER is heaven’s first law,” and there is perfection of
organtzatien and system in the conduct of God’s work through-
out the universe, The angelic host are grouped in various
divisiOHS, and every one has a definite part to act.

“ In this speck of a world the whole heavenly universe mani-
feats the greatest interest; for Christ has paid an infinite price
for the souls of its inhabitants, Thé world’s Redeemer has
bound earth to heaven by ties of intelligence; for the redeemed
of the Lord are here. Heavenly beings still visit the earth,
ag in the days when they walked and talked with Ahraham and
with Moses. Amid the busy activity of our great cities, amid
the multitudes that ecrowd the thoreughfares and fill the marts
of trade, where from morning till evening the people act as
if business and sport and pleasure were all there is to life,
where there are s0 few to contemplate unseen realities— even
here heaven has still its watehers aud its holy ones. There are
invigible agencies observing every word and deed of human
beings.
gathering for worship, there are more listemers than can be
seen with the natural sight. Sometimes the heavenly intelli-
genees dvaw aside the eurfain whieh hides the wnseen world,
that our thoughts may be withdrawn from the hurry and rush
of 'life, fo consider that there are unseen witnesses to all we

.do or say. R

“We need to understand better than we do the mission of
the angel visitants. It would be well to consider that in all
our work we have the eo-operation and care of heavenly beings.
Invigible armies of light and power attend the meek and lowly
ones who believe and claim the promises of Gad, Cherupiin and
seraphim and angels that excel im stremgth,—ten thousand
times ten thousand and thousands of thousands— stand at Hig
‘right hand, ¢ all minigtering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation. .

“ By thesé angel messengoers a faithful record is kept’ of the
words and deeds of the children of men. HEvery aet of cruelty
or injustice toward God's pecple, all they are caused to suffer
through the power of evil workers, is registeyed in heaven.”’—
“Christ’s Object Lessons,” pp. 176, 177,

Thus through the reports borme by the ﬁnge]s, heaven ig
enabled to keep a rccord of affairs among men, even to their
thoughts, The angels regder.reports of the life of each in-
dividual from day to day, and even the sorrows and trials, and
the tears that are shed by God's childrven, are recorded. Ps.
56: 8: - The hairs of our head are numbered, and not even a
sparrow falls to the ground but it is reported in heaven. Matt.
10: 29, 30.
but its utmost bounds are reached by His mesgengers, going and
retumning as a flash of lightning, Dan, 7:10; Bze. 1: 14,

One of the most strilking illustrations of how heaven’s re-
porting system works is found in the ninth chapter of Ezekiel.
The chapter opens with a command to the destroyers to draw
near the doomed city of Jerusalem. Another angel is deseribed
88 having = “writer’s inkhorn by his side,” and he was com-
manded to go through the city and place a mark on all that

sigh and that ery for the abominations that were done in the

city. As gsoon as his work was completed, the desiroyers began
to smite thege who were not marked by the angel. The angel

s

In every agsembly for busginess or pleasure, in every .

God’s kingdom is coextensive with the universe,

with the writer's inkhorn “reported the matter,” saying, “T
have done as thou hast commanded me.”

A report of the angels is Tecorded as follows:

“Tn heaven it is said by the ministering angels: The ministry
which we have been commissioned to perform we have done,
We pressed hack the army of evil angels, We sent brightness
and light into the souls of men, quiekening their memory of
the love of God expressed in Jesus. We attracted their eyes
to the ecross of Christ, Their hearts were deeply moved hy &
sense of the sin that ecrucified the Son of God. They were con-
victed. They saw the steps to be taken in conversion; they felt
the power of the gospel; their hearts were made tender as they
saw the sweetness of the love of God. They beheld the beauly
of the character of Christ. But with the many it was all in
vain, They would not surrender their own habits and character.
They would not put off the garments of earth in order to be
clothed with thé robe of heaven, Their hearts were given to
covetousness, They loved the associations of tho world more
than they loved their God,”—* Christ’s Object Lessons,” p. 818.

The Saviour received reports from ihe twelve, and also from
the keventy, when they had speni some time away from Him
in minigtry to others. “ The apestles, when thew were returned,
told Him all that they had done” Luke 9:10. “ And the
seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils
are subject unto us throngh Thy pame.” Luke 10: 17. Peter
reported to the hrethren at Jerusalem. Acts 11:1-19. Pauland
Baynahas reported to the church at Jerusalem. Aects 15: 4, 12,

The reporting idea runs all through the Seriptures, from the
daily report of creation as it is recorded in Genesis, to the last
report as foretold in the Revelation, It is not strange that this
inspired plan should find sueh a prominent place in the work of
the remnant church. How impossible it wouid be for our worid-
wide organization o carry on its work without a carefuily de-
veloped plan of reporiing progress, and opportunities, and
needs.

One of the most valuable documents ever prepared for
denominationat use has just come from the press. It is the
“ Financial Statement of Seventh-day Adventist Conferences
and Tnsiitutions” throughout the world, and requires a forty-
four-page paper the size of the Review and Herald to present
our financial growth and present condition. Without a report-
ing plan, such statistics would be impossible, and our work
could not he conducted on the efficient hasis that cnables us,
a people small in number, to carry on a world-wide work.

In certain foreign flelds it is required of our missionaries
that they furnish a report to the authorities at stated times.
In at least one important mstance this practice worked out
greatly to our advantage. The work was to be started in a
locality where we had not yet secured any land, and when
application for land for a mission was made of the authorities,
opposition wag voiced by seme who were unfriendly to our
plans. This protest found its way to the government’s home
office, and resulted in an investigation of our work, It was
found, through study of the reports that our workers had

‘faithfully submitted, that we were doing z good work where

our missionaries were already established. Ag a result, our
request for land was granted, and a fruiifyl mission was
established. A
' For many years out church members have read with interest
and profit the stirring reports of our foreign missions’ advance,
as. workors have pioneered the way into various parts of the
world. How eagerly we listen 1o these workers as they report
their experiences when they return home om furlough! And
we can never know until we reach the kingdom how the in-
fluenee of the reports that have been printed in, the Harvest
Ingathering papers have been used of God in turning people
toward the trath. Nor shall we ever be able to calenlate how
much cur people have been influeneed in their migsionary giving
by the reports that have eome from our foreign missionaries.
‘What & logs it would be to our cause if Elder Evans should
decide that no further reports should ever be sent 10 the home-
land from the Far Iast. Suppose the brethren in India should

.say, “I do not believe in letting the left hand know what the

right hand does,” and therefore should send no reports. Sup-
pose the workers in South America should never tell ug another
Interesting experience of the wonderful work being accomplished
among the Indians in the Titieaca Misgion, and from now on
no reports should ever be received from Africa. Even suppose
the Review never should print another report of the triumphs
of the message here in the homeland, and never a report of the
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work 'in the Joeal conferences to appear in thio union conference
papers, Suppose there wers never again to be a report at the
conference session, in the Sdbbath school, or at the guarterly
buginess meeting.

At onee you say that it wonld be impessible for us to run
our work without these reports, and you say truly, No organ-
ization can long continue to prosper without regular reports;
and the more extensive the work and ihe more compreliensive
its activities, the more gomprehensive will be its reporting
system, Ouv reporting System covers every line of denomina-
tional effort, and it is possible to tell with a reasonable degree
of accuracy jnst what ws are qoing today in each of these Iin@s
of endeavor. As these statistics’ are gathered, they reveal the
weak places as well ag the strong places throughout the world
field, and enahle the leaders to render help where help is most
needed. These reports are an accurate indicator of the progreds
in thege varions lines of endeavor, and hring courage to the
hearts of all our people. They also effectually answer the
arguments of the enemies of God's work, that it is not prosper-
ing as In other days. . . .

It is the Lord’s purpose that every believer should bear an
active part in working out Hig plan to save souls, and He will
be glorified in thair success and in reeounting His blessings.

“ Let all have a part to aet. Train the young to do what is
appointed them, and from week to weck lgt them bring their
reports to the missionary meeting, telling what they have ex-

erienced, and through the grace of-Christ what sueccess has
%ce‘n theirs. If such reports were brought in by eonsecrated
workers, the inissionary meetings would not he dull and tedious.
They would be full of inferest, and there would be ne lack in
attendance.”~— Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 436.

Again the gservant of the Lord says:

# Those who have united with the Lord in the ecovenant of
service are under honds to unite with Him in the great, grand
work of soul-saving. Let churehi memhers, during the week,
act their part faithfully, and on the Sabbath relate their ex-

erience. The meetimg will then be as meat in dus season,
Eriuging to all present new life and fresh vigor»—* Tesi-
mondes,” Vol, VII, p. 19, ]

Not only is God pleased to have church members render a
verhal report of missionary work, hut written reports are also
to he made: )

“ Let those who gain such an experience in werking for the
Lord write an acecunt of it for our papers, that others may be
encouraged, + + Thess reporis should find a place in our
papers; for they are far-réaching in their inflnence, They will
he as sweet fragranes in the chureh, a eavor of life mnto life,
Thus it is geen that God works with those who co-operate with
Him."— Testimonies,” Vol, VI, p. 386.

In some Unexplainable way some of our mest faithful lay
workers have the idea that missionary work should not he re-
ported. The enemy of our work is glad to have ehureh members
beljeve that they are not to let the left hand know what the right
hand does, when it comes to telling of their migsionary ex-
periences or reporting them to the eburch missionary seerefary.
But we are not left in ignorance as to the meaning of thig
seriptural adinonition, The servant of the Lord says:

< With many, the left hand does not know what the right hand
dogs, for the right hand does nothing worthy of the notice of
the left hand. This lesson of Jesus to His disciples was to
rebuké those who wished to receive glory of men. . . [ I was
shown that this seripture does not-apply to those who have the
eanee of God at heart, and use their means humbly to ad-
vanee it Testimonies,”. Vol, I, p. 193,

# By their good works, Christ’s followers are to bring glery,
not to themselves, hut to Him through whose grace and ‘power
they have wrougltf.' It is through the’ Holy Spirit that every
good work is accomplished, and the Spirit is given fo glorify,

,

‘not, the receiver, but the Giver. When the light of Christ is .

shifitng in the soul, the lips will be filled with praise and thanks-
giving to God. Your prayers, your performance of duty, your
herevolénce, your self-denial, will not. be the theme of your
thought or donversation. Jesus will be magnificd, gelf will be
hidden, and Christ will appear as all in all.”—* The Mount of
qussmg,"’ p- 118, . ’ ‘

" From the foregeing sbatements it will be readily seen that
God ig glorified through the reports borne hy consgerated work-
ers, and His work in the earth is greatly strengthened as well.
Shall we not be more faithful in reporting our work for God?

The angels are faithful in reporting:

“ Angels are waiting to' liear the tidings fo heaven that
another lost sinmer has' heen found.”—* Ohrist's Object Les-
sons,” p. 287,

“ Every act of love, every word of kindness, every prayer in

behalf of the suffering and oppressed, is reported before the
eternal- throne, and placed on heaven’s imperishable record.”—
 Testimonies,” Vol, V, p. 183.

“ A report is borne to heaven.of every successful effort on onr
part t0 dispel'the darkness and-to spread abroad the knowladge
of Chrigt. As the deed is recounted before the Father, joy
thrills throngh =2ll the heavenly host.”— The Acts of the
Apostles” p, 154,

The year 1925 is hefore us, with ity renewed opportunities for
gonsecrated soul-winning service. Time is swiftly passing, and
signs. on every hand betoken the gpeedy coming of the Bavionr
to garner earth’s harvest.  The fields arc white unto ‘harvest,
but the laborers ave few.” Is it asking too mueh to request
every believer to * do something for somebody every day,” to
be a worker together with God in hastening the triumph day?
And 28 you see the blessing of God attending your labors, will
you not recount IMis goodness as opportunmity offers to tell it
to your fellow helievers$ And will you not faithfnlly and regu-
larly teport it on the individual hlank provided for this very
purpose? Start your gervice vecord for 1925 with the first
Babbath, and your repert will add courage and cheer to the
thousands of othsr faithful soul-winners aronnd the world
Help uy reach our goal, “ EVERy MeMBER A WORKER; TvERY
WoRKER REPORTING,”

What a Church Missionary Secretary Can Do

THaxK (God for the army of echureh missionary seeretaries
throughout the field who are bending every energy to build-
ing up the‘p}issionary work in the churches. The following
report indicates the good results apparent in one of our
churehes in North America, i:grhere the church missionary
secretary took hold in earnest endeavor to build up the
missionary work of the churech during 1923,

Becretaries, are you satisfied with results achieved In
your church? We gre sure you ave not. ILet us endeavor
to do our best to make 1985 the best missionary year in
our experience, that many souls may be won for the
kingdom.

Comparative Report of the Home Missionary Work in the
: Church, for 1922 and 1923

1522 1923

Chureh membership ............... 208 206
Number reporiing .................... 147 200
Letters written ................c0... ve 408 2390
Letters received .............. wrrraens 142 561
Miggionary vislts ..., ..., iiivirann 2566 10719
Bible readings or cottage meetings ..... 278 1047
Subgcriptions taken for periodicals ... 141 215
Paperg gold ......... P, 1734 1342
Papers mailed, lent, or given .......... 6619 22831
‘Books mold ....... ..., 755 . 1289
Books lent or given ..,..............., 437 1975
Tracts lent or given ..,.. e 3460 20902
Hours Christian help work ............. 556 4751
Articles of elothing given .....,......... 326 3216
Number 6f meals provided ............ . 248 2450
Treatments given ,.................... 180 732
Offerings for home missionary work ...$3,451.91 $4,946.66
Number of conversions ........,....... s 42
Amount of Harvest Ingathering ........ $2,1651.22 $2,821.44
Nuinber taking part in Harvest In-

gathering campalgn ........... A 147 200

K. F. HACKMAN, Sec. 8. B, Unlon Home Miss. Dept.

Personal Work '

. TrE following report of missionary work represents the
pergonal, effort of a lay member conneeted with a church
in South Carolina. Although the brother doing the work
has, alinost reached the threescore and ten mark; his zeal
has known no ahating. Year after year he has labored hard,
and his one desire is o see some one saved in the kingdom
ag & result of his work. He has not held hdek time:or
money to accomplish this end. For a numher of years he
has heen gending out Bible readings by mail, and tlirough
this method more than one hundred interested people have
been foynd, many of whom are now keeping the Sabbath.
His zeal and love for missionary work are an inspiration
to those who know him, and it is hoped this hrief statis-
tical report- will serve.to inspire many ehurch memhers
to follow his example: . ‘ ‘
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Did You Help?
' THE statistical reports of home’ missionary Work in North
Ameriea in 1923 reveal that 145 870 'Bible l‘eadmgs were held
by lay members. Xt looks like'a large number, considered as &
whole. But is it as large as it should be? .
"The membership of ail cur churches in 'North América at the
cloge of 1923 wag 102,797, If each one gave 4 Bible reading
&t any time during ‘the year, that would be 102 797 readmgs,
or just 43,073 {ess than the report Indicates were actua,lly given,
So the report showd that nearly one and one-half B1ble readmgs
werg given by each member
. But"thé report of missionary work says ‘that ouIy one Hifth
o£ our’ echureh members reported any wmissionary work, which
would be about 20,560 members, Consequently these falthful
" working members averaged eight Bible readmgs dunncr the
antire year, and 82, 237 members did not hold evén one readmg
during the yedr.

According to the story told by the reports, here is a large
field of opportunity open for Bible training work. Surely the
faithful workers should average more than eight Bible readings
in a whole year, and all the others ghould bé fitted to do equally
as well,

REMEMBER, “ we are to take our Bibles, and go forth to warn

the world ¥ Testimondes,” Vol. IX, p. 150,
. : J. A. STEVENS.

o Dividing Responsibility

Tug congregation was assembled for the evening meet-
ing, The hour set had arrived, but the pastor had not.
Questioning looks were directed toward the door, and a
growing impatlence "was evidenced. One of the elders
took charge and called for a hymn. As the hymn was
finished the door opened and the pastor appeared, g.tagger-

ing beneath a load of bundles of papers and envelopes. A -

number of men sprang forward to help him with his bur-
den, and together they managed to got all the load to the
© platform.

Then the pastor addressed his congregation as he had

never done before. He said:

“ My people, it is very evident that your pastor has a
heavier load than he can carry. It is also evident that
‘all of you are eager to divide the weight of the burden be-
tween you. For the coming year we want not only these
men -who sprang forward so spontaneously to help, but
every member to take some part in it. I have made the
mlstake of trying to carry too much alene.”

At thls point there was heard all over the room the
rattle of paper as the different ones opened the ehvelope
which had been handed to them, and a smile passed from
one to.another as each read his assignment to service,

“You are asked to assume speeia] responsibility for
filling the reading rack with mlssmnary literature,” read
one of the members.

s« will you arrange for a service every Sunday afternoon
at the cnunty alms house?” was agsked of another. * The
appointment is open to our ehurch, and it is an oppdértunity
which should not he neglected. We count on you to get
your own cholir, automobiles, and helpers.”

‘% There i3 a great unused opportunity to help the poor
and needy through the work of a Dorcas Soclety. Sister
D, will you take charge of the Dorcas Society work, and
arrange for regiilar meetings?” .

“You are necded to lead a band of volunteer workers to
vigit the inmates of the institution for the blind, to hold
a song servlee and arrange to supply them with our paper
for the blind; The Christian Record.” :

¢ Will you not join the Missionary Correspondence Band,
and send oyt ten missionary letters and missionary papers
each week?”

ih the various assignments.

“ As an experienced newspaper man, you canh greatly as-
sigt in the work of the church by writing articles conveying
the third angel’s message in a form Whlch will be accepted
by the daily papers.”

~“Will you work and pray especlally that the followmg
membets of our church may be lifted from their backslidden
condition and become aetive in Chrisiian work?”

“Will you help in securing weekly reports of missionary
work by keeping a supply of report blanks in the proper
place in the church?” -

Mauy other requests for co-operation along various lines
of service were made, providing a full program of church
and community and World-wule m:ssmna.ry service. Absent

.members also received their assiznnients.

No\one except 4 pastor with a’ strong missionary com-
mittee that had for many: days studied a congregation of
three hundred members, ‘and considered the work to be
done and the capabilities of eacli member, could have out-
lined such a plan and prograni of service as was presented
OFf ‘course not every one did
the work asked, but there were enough who did to transform
that congregation into a force of active missionary workers,
—Adapted from Misstonary Review of the World.

A‘. Rush for Sea;ts

*ox my journey to New Zealand the steamer was erowded,
due perhaps to the late seamen's strike. All the cabins were
full, and there was not sufficient seating ecapacity in the
dining-room, s¢ there was a sécond sitting for the over”
flow.' Before the first dinner was served on board, a notice

" was posted that at a certain hour seats would be allotted

in the dining-room.

At the appointed time an officer sat at a table with a
plan of the tables so as to arrange seats for those who ap-
plied for the same. As though their lives depended on it,
the people erowded about the officers {ill they were four-
deep around the table. It seemed like a crowd at some
highily important and interesting meeting.

I thought if people were conly as anxious to secure seats
at the table of the Lord, how excellent that would be. But
when a spiritual feast is spread, there is ne crowding for
seats. On the other hand, the messengers must be sent
out to “compel them to coms in,” for there are many ex-
euges to remain away from the Lord’s Supper.

A strange madness posgesses mankind, rushlng for the
things that are M little value, and negleeting “so great
salvation.” We become drugged by Satan; our spiritual
genses are benumbed, our eyes are cloged, our ears are
duil. Ewven the most trusted of us fall aslesp, like Peter,
James, and John, in the hour of crisis when our Saviour
is depending on usg and is longing for our human sympathy.
“What, eould ye not waileh with Me one hour?” How
shameful is our service, how lukewarm our love, how dis-
courteously we treat His invitation!

In Matthew 22 we have the interesting parable of the
dinner. The preparations were made, the invitations were
gsent out, but in a shameful and discourteous manner the
invited -guests remained away, one at his farm, another
at his merchandise. Then the king said to his servants,
“The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were
not worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways, and as
many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. Sc those serv-
ants  went out inte the highways, and gathered together
all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the
wedding was furnigshed with guests.” -

Brethren, does ‘this mean that now, after many of us in
favored lands have heen so heedless and lukewarm, God
ig turning away to the highways, such as the Solomen
Islands, among the ignorant and savage peoples? They
are coming to the feast, literally rushing to the table of
the Lord, while many of us are apathetic. How ean we
account for such indifference?

A few days ago a wedding took place, and a]most every-
body attended, but the foI]owing prayer meeting night feast
had seats to spare. " Where i8 our religion? From Korea
come reports of t'our hundred to a thousand attending
prayer meeting. Is God passing us fay, ~and' giving His

|
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attention to those in the “ highways and hedgeg,”— hiding
His secrets from the “ wise and prudent,” and “revealing
them unto babes”?

Surely, brethren, we are living on too low a pla,ue, we
are lukewarm, many are asleep. “ Awake, awake! " Is the
call from God, “put on thy beautiful garments, O Jeru-
salem.” “ Shake thyself from the dust.)”” *Loose thyself
from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.”
—J. B. Fulton, in Austrelasion Record, Feb. 19, 1923,

Gems of Thought for Chnstlan Workers,
The Master’s Plan for Each Life

THE Master sets before us the goal of our being’ He
has a beautiful plan for esach life. There ig something
definite for which He has made us, into which He would
faghion us, and toward which all His guidance, education,
and training will tend. 'This is not a world of chance; it
is our Father’s world. All the experiences of our lives have
their part in making us what Christ would have us become,
in bringing out the possibilities that He sees in ug when
we first come to Him.

Christ Is OQur Friend .

Christ is our friend. That means everything we need.
No want ¢an be unsupplied. No sorrow can be uncomforted.
No evil can overmaster ns. For time and eternity we are
safe. It will not be the streets of gold, and the gates of
pearl, and the river and the trees, that will make heaven
for us, it will be the companionship, the friendship of
Chrigt, . . . The consgcioushess that Christ is our Friend
and we are His, should check every evil thought, quell every
bitter feeling, sweeten svery emotion, and make all our life
holy, true, and heavenly,

Represent Christ

We represent Christ wherever we go. . He is not here
today in human form, but He sends ug in Hig place. We
are t0 act for Him, speak the words of kindness we wonld
speak if He were here, do the deeds of love He would do
if‘He were in our place. We must be falthful to our mis-
sfon. We must never be silent when we ought to speak.
‘We must never speak when we ought to be silent,

Daily Ministry ‘

We should not be content to let a single day pass In
which we do not speak some gracious wprd or do a kind-
ness that will add to the happiness, the hope, or the cour-
age and strength of another life. Such ministries of love
will redesem our days of toil and struggle from dreariness
and earthliness, and make them radiant in. God’s eye and
in the record they make for eternity.

That Which Ts Least

‘We do not begin te understand the great waste we are
allowing when we fail to put the true value ¢n little op-
portunities of serving others.” Somehow we get the feeling
that any cross-bearing worth while must be a costly sacri-
fice, something that puts nails through our hands, some-
thing that hurts till we bleed.
to do something herbic, we say we could db it. But when
it-is only a chance to be kind to a neighbor, to sit up with
him at night when he is sick, or to do something for a
child, we never think for a moment that such little things
are the Christlike deeds God wants us to do; and so we
pass them by, and there 1s a great blank in our lives where
-holy service ought to be. - ‘

Filling the Day

Fill the day With love. Forget yourself and think of:
others, If there is a call for kindness, show the kindness
now, today; it may be too late tomorrow. If a heart hun-
gers for a word of appreciation, of commendation, of cheer,
of encouragement, say the word today. The trouble with
too many people is that they fill the day with neglects, with
postponements, with omissions, with idle words‘\ and idie
gilence, We do not reallze vividly enough that there are
miany things which if not done today need not be done at
all. If we have slept through the hours when duty walted,
we may as well then sleep on-—J.'R. Miller,

If we had an opportunity \

Untie Your Boat

‘We have reached the banks of a lake on our homeward
way after the day’s labor. The day has seemed long, and
the work has been hard as we have toiled under the burn-
ing sun; but now our tools have been laid aside, and we
are bound for hore. Across on the other side of the water
iz onr home, lighted wp with the rays of the sinking sun.
There we ghall meet our loved ones, and there our weary
bodies will find rest for the night,

The little boat that is to take us across is tied to the
gshore. With our thoughts on homse, we enter the boat and
gtart the motor. We hear the whir of the propeller, and
feel the spray as it floats across the stern. But we do not

move! 'We are tied to the shore, and cannot go, We must
untie the boat, or we shall never reach home.
Even thus it may be in our Christian life, We have

toiled and labored during life’s long day. Yonder, on the,

other shore, is our heavenly home, resplendent in its glory,
By faith we see it in the distance, beckoning to ugs to come.
There is rest for the weary pilgrim of earth, worn and
tived with the toils of life; and we are homeward hound!

W‘e have entered the boat — we belong to the church, We

have started the motor-— we give our means to the cause

of God. 'We expect to make progress in our Christian life. -

But how many of us have forgotten to cut loose from the
things that bind us to earth? Have we snapped the cords
of faultfinding, impatience, and unbelief that hold us down
so we cannot advance?

‘We may hear the clink of the coin as it is sent on to the
mission fields; but that is not enough., We must bredlk all
connection with sin; we must untle the cords that bind
us to the pleasures and fashions of the world, if we would
reach the eternal shore,

We must untie our boat!

:

Ners P. NEILSON.

Christian Helpfalness

-T'HE nearer we approach the time for the coming of the Lord,
the more heavily the burden of sin presses upon the human
family. The eurse has brought @ flood of woe upon the ‘peoples
of the world, and it deepens and widens as the time of the seven
last plagues draws on, This iz not an arbityary judgment of
an offended God, but rather the consequences of millenniums of
rebellion against God’s laws, “ Whatsoever a man soweth; that
shall he also reap.” Mankind has been gowing to the flesh, and
it is no waonder that of the flesh he is now reaping corruption.

‘When the Saviour of the world eame here to minister to sin-
gick humanity in person, He came as the Great Physician with
healing for both body and soul.

“During the life of Christ, the sick and afflieted were objects
of Hig special care. When He gent out His diseiples, He com-
misgioned them to heal the sick as well as to preach the gospel,
When He gent forth the seventy, He commanded them to heal
the sick, and next to preach that the kingdoni of God had come
nigh wnto them. Their physical health was to be first cared
for, in order that the way might be prepared for their minds

to be reached by those truths which the apostles were to preach,”
—¥ Pestimonies,” Vol IV, p. £85.

God’s plans have not changed, and humanity’s needs ave

greater today-than when the Lord ministered as He Joulneyed

in Galilee and Palegtine,

“ Christ is no longer in this world in person, to go through
our citics and towns and villages, healing the sick; but He has
commisgioned ug to carry forward the modical missionary work
that He began—* T'estimonies,” Vol, IX, p. 168.

The' fulfilment of this commission does not call for long-
extended techmical training. -A simple understanding of a few
things will enable the censeerated missionary to he a veritable
“angel of mercy” In the community where he or. she lives.
A definite outline of simple lessons has been prepared by the
Medieal Department of the General Conference, whoreby our
people may become intelligent in the use of the agencies that
God has made availahle te us for the treatment of bodily ail-
ments: He has also given us careful instruetion as to how to
keop well, and we owe it to the world to teach them this phaso
of our health message. The Homo Missionary Department hae
prepared an outline of simple lessons that will emable our

v
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church members to be helpful in their commurity, and these
are included in a valuable little volume entitled, ¢ Lessons for
Home Missionary Institutes in Churehes” This little book can
be secured through the tract society. Our churches should give
definite attention to this phase of missionary werk. « Every
church is to be a iraining school for Christian workers.,” And
one of the courses in which the memhers are fo be trained is
ministry to the sick.

“ The medical misgionary work should be a part of the work
of] every. church in our land.”— T'estimondes,” ¥ol. VI, p. 239.

“We have comé to a time when every member of the chureh
should take hold of medical missionary work.”— Testimondes,”
FVol. VII, p. 2.

There are many avenues of opportunity open to our members
as they prepare themselves for helpful minisiry,— clothing and
food are to be provided for needy poor, Bible work, heaith
sehools, finding homes for children or other unfortunates, hos-
pital work, visiting the sick and rendering help, visiting ehronic
invalids and blind people, community work, ete. Much of this
work is now being dome by Doreas societies in our churches,
without speecial training, but the work is far more suecessfuily
‘done by those who have had a course in home nursing, or have
taken the training provided in the home medical missionary
classes, _

These winter months afford a good time for such a course of
training, and opportunity to use the knowledge thus gained to
good advantage. Your conference home missionary sccretary
will gladly co-gperate in any endeavor your church=may desire
to make along thig line of Christian helpfulmess. Write him
for information. J. A BTEVENS.

Outlines for Missionary Meetings
B. P, HACKMAN
December 3

Torpic: Importance of Reporting.

TexT: Proverbs 15: 80,

SEEp THovgurs: (1) Information. The leaders must know
what is heing done in order to plan for what remains to be done.
(2) Encouragement. No organization can long eontinue to exist
without having some means of knowing what its efforts are
agcomplishing. (3) The glory of God. Aetg 21:108, 20, first
clause; Matt. 5: 16; « Mount of Blessing,” pp. 120, 121. |

ApDiTioNal SueeesTIoNs: Let us follow the example of busi-
negs firms; sueh as the Standard Oil Company, and others who
have built up wonderful organizations, They demand a written
report every day from all their stations. Without these reports
they could never hawve built up their vast buginess, Encourage
members fo hand in exporionces to missionary leaders for pub-
leation in owr papers. Vol. VI, p, 336.

BueersTeb MisgroNaRY PLANs: The olection of church offi-
eers may bring some new people into positions of responsihility
as members of the ehurch board. They will need to study their
part as members of the missionary committee of the church.
If there i% a new church missionary secretary, it will be necessary
for him to get as mueh information as possible eoncerning the
misgionary work of the church. Thig may he seeured from the
retiring secretary. The missionary commitfee sheuld meet as
soon as possible after the election, and plaw’ work for the mew
year., Tut forth earrest effort to gecure a good report of mis-
sionary work for the last month of the year,

December 10 }

Toric: Reporting in the Old Testament.

Texr: Ezekiel 9: 11, ’

SeEp THoUgHTs: (1) Our whole system of {ruth is based on
reporting. 2 Teter 1:19; Rev, 22: 6, Our guide, the Bible,
is full of reports. If no one had reported what he gaw in vigion
ot recorded what the lord told him, we should not have the
Bible today. 'The first chapter of Conesia i3 God’s report of
ereation. Genesis 1.
system and orvier; even the angels report their work, (3) A
eurse is pronounced on those who do the work of the Lord neg-
Kigently. Jer. 48: 10, first part. The leader should urge every
member fo report, for it ig a vital part of our organization.
Vel VI, p, 114,

AppITIONAL SUGeESTIONS: Read earefully tract No. 4 of the
Home Missionary Serics for more information,

SUGGESTED MIsSIONARY PLANg: 'The Week of Prayer offers
opportunity to do earnest missionary work, in making it pos-
sihle for others to attend the services. In some instances this
will mean to make a special trip in the automobile to gather
up thoge who do not have any conveyance. Take the neighhor
to the meetings. In some instances it will be necessary for some
one to take care of childven so that the pavents may 2o to these

N

(2) Study carefully the text. Tleaven has’

meetings, at leagt g fow times. - This ig the time to lay plans
for the migsionary campaign of the churech during the new year.

. Pecember 17 .

Toric: Reporting in'the New Testament.

TexT: Johm 17: 48,

Seep THOUGHTS: (1) Jesus reports Hig work, John 17: 4-8,
(2) The seventy brought back a faithful report. Luke 10: 17,
Tho twelve apostles reported their work., Mark 6: 30. (3) From
Malaehi 3:16 we learn that God keeps @ record of our missionary
meetings. Matthew 25: 19, 20, 22, 24, 25, 28, 29, carry this out
farther, showing that our personal work is being resorded. The
servant withl one talent had no report, and you will notice that
he received no reward. {(4) Paul reported hig firs{ migsionary
tour (Acts 15:4-12), and second migsionary tour (Aets
21: 19, 20).

Apprrrowar SvacEsTiONs: HEncourage your chureh fo he 100
per eent in reporting. . When the above thoughts are mentioned, -
have the niissionary secretary give a eomparative rcport of the
week’s or month’s report. This can be placed on the blackboard,
and weak spots pointed out.

S8uGeEsTED MIssioNARY. PLanNs: Make thorough plans for the
gerviee on Sabbath, January 3. This first Sabbath service of
the new year is te be given to a study of devotion in the home,
the family altar. At this time speeial effort should be put forth
to encourage every family to begin the year with the erection
of the family altar where it has not already been established,
ot where it has fallen down for one reason or another. Stress
the thought that the homes of Adventists cannot be the centers
of influenee that Gtod designs them to be unless there is the
apirit of worship that iz developed and strengthened by the
regular observance of family worship morning and evening.-
(See January GAZETTE.)

December 24

Toric: How to report.

TExT: Acts 14:27; “The Acts of the Apostles,” p. 67,
gecond paragraph.

Seep THOUGHES: (1) We should endeavor to report something
cvery week, not mevely onee a quarter. All should try to report
the various items of work mentioned on the report blank. Matt.
25: 35-40. (2) Becure an individual report blank, and go care
fully over eaech item, explaining just what and how to report:
(3) If your church hag been thoroughly organized, cvery mem-
ber should be encouraged te report through his or her band.
Otherwise the plan adepted by the General Conference, that
every member ghould report in the intermigsion hetween Sabbath
school and church, when report blanks sre passed out, should -
be followed.

Apprrionan, SUGGEsSTIONs: The basis of all missionary work
is love. Our motive for reporting should be love for souls, and
not for personal gratification.

SucopsTEp Missionary PLANS: Endeavor to set a definite
time for the missionary meeting to be held during the year. If
there has been no missionary meeting for the church, arrange
for one to ba held each week., This may be in eonmection with
the weekly prayer meeting, the first forty-five minutes being
devoted to the missionary meeting, and the last forty-five serving
as the usual prayer meeting time. Thig plan is being quite
generally followed. Plan to take up the reports of individual
missienary work on the Sahbath. This is done at the opening
of the regular Sabbath morning service, attention being ealled
{0 the matter when the firgt hymn ig announced, and the report
blanks heing placed in the basket when the offering is taken.

December 31

Toric: Relate soul-winning experiences.

Texr: Malachi 5: 16, .

SzeEp THOUGHTS: (1) How to make our sccial serviees full
of interest. Vol. VI, p. 43, (2) 8ad faet, if one does mot ro-
port, it is usually because.he has not done anything to report.
{3) More experience meetings should be held on the Sabbath.
Vol, VIL, p. 19, third paragraph. {4) The young sheuld be
encouraged to relate their experiences during the missionary
mecting. Vol VI, p. 436, (5) Comsider the experience of the
Samaritan woman, who related her experience aith the Master
to her kinsmen, and it resulted in the salvation of many Samari-
tang, .John 4:5-30, 39, 41.

ApprTioNATL SuacesTioNs: Call on members to tell how they
came into the truth: Tirsi, through the living preacher; second,
through Bible readings; third, through our literature, medical
work, ete. '

SveersTEp MIS8IoNary PLaNsg: Make this missionary meet-
ing a real “ watch night.” Surely God’s people should recall
the fact that God has ealled them to “ watch and be sober,”
not idle, neither indifferent, but vigilant workers for perishing
souls, Take a retrospeetive view of fhe year that has gome.
Profit by your consideration of failure to make use of the time
and opportenity to minister to others about yomr elmrel.
Prayerfully seek to know what God wonld have the church
do during the new year, and' conseerats yourselves to the
larger task. * Bememher, “ where there is mo aetive labor for
others, love wanes, and faith grows &im.”—“The Desire of
Ages,” p, 885,
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Devotional Meeting for December 6

Topie: “ Alone with God — The Morning Watch”
Senior

. Bong Service.

. Bentence Prayers.

. Morning Wateh Review,

. Leader’s Remarks: “ Water the Roota,”
. Talk: “ Those Whoe Depended on (God.”
Talk: “ The Watch in the Morning.”

. Becretary’s Talk: “ Passing It Along.”
. 8peeial Music or Reeitation.

. Responses,

. Closing Song and Prayer.

Junior

i - B
CowkNG ok

Seng Service.

. Opening Song.

. Sentence Prayers.

Morning Wateh Drill,

. Leader’s Remarks: “ Water the Roots.”
Recitation: # Day by Day.”

An Objeet Talk.

. Symposium: # Those Who Dspended on God.”
. Reading: # A Joyous Invalid.”’

. Talk: “ Passing the Blessing Along.”

. Roll Call: Responses,

. Closing Prayer,

CDoam P

=
oD =

Senior Notes

1 and 2. Lot your song service be lively, yet at the same
time devotional. Remember the rally songs specially printed.
The sentence-praysr idea is always geod for young people, It
ghould emcourage those to take part whe otherwise might hesi-
tate. You may find it easier to have all stand during prayer.
This will depend somewhat on loecal eonditions, and the arrange-
ment and the place in which the meeting is held.

3. Morning Watch Beview— See Junior Note No. 4. Give
no more than five minutes to this, If your members have not
been ohserving faithfully the Morning Wateh, then prime some
of your members in advancs, so that the society may find out
the value and beauty of the texts. The seeret of a good review
ligs in live leadership and earrying it through rapidly.

4. Leader’s Remarls: * Water the Roots.”— Beo Junior Note
No. 5. These remarks should be of an introductory nature,

&. Talk: “ Those Who Depended on God!’— See Junior Note
No, 8. It is listed as & symposium. If this is.incorporated in
the Benior program, many of the ineidents will have to he
abbrevigted and shortened, Choose these most expressive of
your owll convietions, and bring the talk within not more than
ten minutes, or better, seven minutes,

6. Talk: % The Watch in the Morning.’—- The material for
this talk is given elsewhere in outline form., TUse this material
for a talk of from ten te fifteen minutes.

7. Seerctary’s Talk:  Passing It Along/'—Let the secretary
plan to stimulate the society’s interest in a praetical plan for
using the Morning Wateh Calendars in your own local sociefy.
If you know who is going to be the secretary for the new year,
assoeiate with this new offiger in planning. Have a supply of
the new calendars on hand, ready for distribution. Then after
every society member is supplied, plan on seeing that your
chureh iz supplied, and after that do some aggressive mission-
ary work for those about you., Tn thiy connection see Junior
Note No. 10. There is a letter thers that should be read.
Call upon some one to read it. It may be that in your own com-
munity you have had some experiences of the value of the
Morning Wateh Calendar. .

8. Mugie, Recitotion.—A good recitation, “Day by Day,”
i printed elsewhere, A Junior might give this, .

2. Respanses.— You are bound to have a crowded program,
but plan carefully, and if possible give members five or ten
minutes to relate experiences of their use or appreciation of the
Morning Wateh idea. There is nothing quite go effeetive as the
personal cxperience when it eomes to convineing others.

U. V. W,

Junior Notes

As the year draws near its close, what special gifts have we
received from the Father of all? Do we-know Him better than
we did at the cdlose of last year? Have we walked with Him?
If so, let us remember that “they that feared the Lord spake
often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it.”
* The purpose of this program is to study together the source of
the Christian’s strength.

Chooge songs of eonseergtion and surrender for ths song
gervies and opening hymns. Let the thought of companionship
with the Magter run through the whols serviee, .

4, Morning Watch Drill— Ask a member who is a faithful
obgerver to lead out in this drill. Preparation should be made
beforehand, so that those asked to lead out in repeating a verse
may refresh their memories and give each word aceurately.
See that the drill moves rapidly. '

&, Leader’s Remarks: “ Water the Roots”—* An Hagterw
fable tells us that when Zaccheeus was old, he still dwelt at
Jericho, humble and pious, Every morning af sunrise he went
out for a wialk, and always came back calm and happy for his
day’s work. Hiz wife one morning secretly followed him and
watehed him. He went to the tree from which he first saw the
Lord. He poured water ahout the roofs, pulled the weeds, and
pasged his hand fondly over the old trunk. Then he looked up
at the place where he had szat that day when he first saw Jesus.
Then with & smile of gratituds he turned homeward. His quief
explanation was: “ Tt was that tree which brought me to Him
whom my soul loveth.” *—J, B, Miller. .

Every Christian looks back to the time when heo first saw
Jesus, Bueh & warm love filled the heart, and a desire to serve
took possession of every thought, Perhaps it was at eamp-
meeting, perhaps during the Week of Prayer; but one thing
ig true,~-any one who keeps that experience must “ water the
roots,” The leader may speak of that living water which causes
him who drinks thereof never again o thirst. John 4: 14, Calf
attention to the purpose of the program, to study again the way
God gives us to keep our.eompanicnship with Him sweet and
our Christian life vietorious. The thought that all power i
ours for the asking, may also be emphasized, Fngineers of
rapid trains do not congider the time spent in coaling lost time,
It takes time to keep our gonnections .with heaven unbroken.

6. Recitation: “ Day by Day)-— This poem is given else-
where. Do not spoil it with a poor rendition.

7. An Object Tolk— Show the Juniors some grain, some
flour, and a piece of bread. Tell of the process of bread mak-
ing, from the farmer’s sowing of the seed to the harvesting of
it, the milling, and the actual baking. It is ail human labor.
If we do not work, there is no hread. Daily bread does not
drop down from the skies. God has so arranged things that
if we do not work, neither shall we eat. Daily bread is not
for the lazy. Tt does no good to pray for daily hread if at the
same time we are not willing to work for it. God helps those
who help themselves, Ho will do His part, the most important
part; if we do ours, Think, now, of what God does to give us
bread. He made the sun, and makes it shine, that wheat may
grow in our fields, Without the sun, there would e ne bread,
no life at all. Then He made the atmosphere, the earth, and
the soil chemically fitted to produce bread. What a wonderful
thing it is that anything should grow at alll God is husy
giving to us; we must do our part and receive?

Just so has God wonderful blesgings, spiritual food, He is
waiting .t0 give if we do our part and take time fo receive.
Many people have found marvelous atrength, wonderful prom-
ises, by studying the Bible and by praying daily. It took time,
a real effort, to arrange their lives so they could meet God.
Tf daily bread is worth hard labor, how much more is the
bread of heaven worth our time. ]

8. Symposiwm: “ Those Who Depended on God)’— Ask sev-
eral Juniors to tell of the praysiclife of men of God. The
following are a few of the many which might be mentioned.
Encourage each to look up other facts, Substitute other men
of power aceording to sources avaifable to the Junlor. Hudson
Taylor set China on fire for God. Perhaps no other Christian
has influenced so great multitudes of that country. “ He once

botd me that during his long journeys in the interior of China,

when he was obliged for months to sleep in the guest chambers
of Chinese inns, sharing the surface of the briek fivestong with
& dozen or more Chinamen, his only opportunity of keeping the
Morning Watch was between 8 and 4 4. M., when his companions
Werg snoring ground him. . . . He lay and atudied his Bible
for an hour or two, and so habituated did he becomse to this
habit that for years, when there was no need to maintain the
practice, he was aceustomed to awake at the same lour?”

“ Mr. Moody kept his Morming Watceh in the eoal shed beeause
he could find no other plade secluded enough. Thers was s fit-
ness in this selection, for what coals are to the engine, the Word
of God is to the driving forces of life)” Further facts of Mr.,
Moody's life and his great success in winning souls, for he was
mighty hoth in this eountry and iz England, chould be obtained
from some library book by the Junior presenting this fact,

Teil a little of the life of Luther, how he awakened a conti-
Jent, and without fear faced great powers that sought his life.
He gaid-that when he was the busiest he needed three hours
alone with God. When his life was not so strenuous, he felt
the need less, and so the busier he was the more he prayed,
(Bee' Junior Reading Couvse hook  Martin of Mansfeld.”)

David Brainerd could melt the heart of a savage. Although
unable to speak their language, by the graee of God he turned
a drunken festival into & time of secking the Lord. The gecret
lay in hig days of prayer.

Wesley, the founder of Methodism, had his prayer roohn.

Every outstanding Christian has lived the prayerlife, Tt
should be easy to find examples suitable for this symposium.

9. Beading: “A Joyous Invalid,”— This material is fur-.
nished in another eolymn, '

10: Talk: * Passing the Blessing Alorg.”— This talk shonld
be given by the secretary. If God has blessed uyin our times



with Him, should we not tell others and encourage them to
spend some tihe with God? We do not have to say much. The
gift of a Morning Wateh Calendar has helped many whe know
nothing of our truth to appreciate a time alome with God.
Following is a lotter received by a Missionary Volunteer who
gave away some calendars, Can’t you do the samef

“T just had to write and tell you all the nice things I have
had’ told me ahout the Morning Watch Calendar. I hbought
elghteen of the de luxe edition, and gave away all hut one, The
nice things I wilt tell you are from several 1adles that remem-
bered to thank me.

“One of them is a Catholic who had said to me several times,
‘I wish I knew the Bible ag well as you do.’ So when I sent
hers to her, T asked hér to look up the gem each day, and then
read the ehapter also -that that certamm verse was found in.
She thanked me so much, and wrote that she was trying to carry
out’ my suggestion, but ’that she often went to sleep doing it.

 Mrs, C..said, ‘1 want to thank you so much for the little
booklet. My friend and I read it right through '

4 Mrs. (. called up over the telephone, and said, ‘O Mrs. A,
wheredid you get that wonderful Morning Wateh Ca.lendar‘# 1
hdve never seen anything to comparc with it. And that poem,
“ The Gospel Aceording to You,” is so pretty. I want to buy
four of these calehdars for my nieces.” She alse said she would
keep it with her Bible and observe the Mornm% Wateh.,

“ Her neighbor, Mrs. W., admired it, and wished she had onie,
50 I gave her the last one I had of the plain edition. She said
she_did not care, because she wanted the ‘ Houss by the Bide of
the Road.

“1 really expect to hear from others.”

Some societies are putting the calendars into each room of
all the hotels of their home towns.

One Mjssionary Volarteer gave ome to s Sunday sehool
teacher, and she liked it so well she bought some for her elags.

The secretary should elose her talk with some’ practical sug-
gestions as to what the members in her society might do in
using the new Morning Wateh Calendar as & missionary means.
Show the new calendar, read some of the poems, and explain
that the whole ealendar for 1925 is hased on the life of Christ.

11. Roti Call: Responses— All the boys and girls will surely
have something to say of what the Morning Watech means to
them, Below are some testimonies from the lips of other Mis-
gionary Volunteers. The leader might read these, and then
call for responses from those before him,

“ Observing the morniug watch helps me through the day to
get victory over trials”

“ Tt strengthens my faith in God’s guiding power

“Tt stremgthens my mwemory. It helps me to locate those
passages of Beripture that fit my needs.”

“Tt gives me a helpful thought for each day’s meditation.”

It keeps me cloger to Christ daily.”

“ 1t strengthens me spivitually.”

“The Morning Watch is as a stafl upon which an aged man
leans all day.”

“T never realized that there were so man%vpromiéms in the
Biple until I began to observe the Morning Wateh,”

Have the Morning Watch Pledge, a copy of which follows,
ready to circulate and bo signed by each member. (This is
Migsionary Voluntecr Pledge No. 11, and can be had from your
traet society for one-half cent each) Diseuss its thought and
ask the society to repeat it with you. H.

Morning Watch Pledge

“ Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for lelp, I will make
it the rule of my life to set apart at least fifteen minutes every
day, if possible early in the morning, for guist meditation,
Seripture reading, and prayer.”

s

) - The Watch in the Morning

Waxar is the Morning Watch? .

It is & verse or veading of the Bible in the morning with
+ prayer and meditation.

It promotes prayer and the storing of strength for the day.

It touches the very foundation cssontials of Christian serviee.

One cannot conceive of a Clristian without prayer.

The Morning Wateh is good psychology.

14 helps to begin the day right, by talking and vigiting with
the Father the very first thing,

R. P. Horton says, in his book, * Vietory in Christ:” I
think alf the vietors who have overcome, whose hright names
gtar the heavens and wili shine forever and ever, made and kept
their hours of prayer. If these souls had not insisted on being
alone in deep mid-sllence between themselves and God, their
great deeds might have never been attempted, but it iy sure that
they nevér would have been done.”

. % Do not face the day until you have faced God, nor look ints
the face of others until you have looked into His. You eannot
cxpeet to be victorious if the day begins only in your own
gtrength.”
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The morning is the time to think and commume with Him.

Golng to work; every one ig rested.

Coming home, every one is tired, :

Why, give God the fag end of the day? The lxtt]e ta.li{ mth
God will keep the day swept and what is more — vigtorious,

The Morning Wateh is no fad; it is a vital, necessary tiing
in the Christian’s life.

The Morning Wateh helps us to understand God’s gmda.nee—
and to appreciate it. How much is that worth to you? .

Moses was guided; “ the Lord spake unto him ¥ many times.
David talked with God; so did Daniel, Solomon, and others.

We need God’s guidanee today, need it to. help solve our
problems, no matter how small they are or how big. We need
His guidamee to help plan the work of each twenty-four hours.

God’s Hands on Ours {Incident).— The traveler was reecount-
ing hiz experiences. The trip was marred by the little girl who
always thumped on every piano and played the same tumne. She
would always run to each piamno and do this. Her mother never
stopped her. One day they went te a strange hotel. The little
girl did as psnal. A great musician was staying at the hotelL
When he heard the little girl thumping, he came to the door and
listened. Then he went over to.the givk and sat down heside
her, and using her hands with his over hers, and.using that same
tiresome tune, he began to improvise. As he played, the beaunty
of the harmony and the euriously attractive rhythm he gave to
the musie, attracted many of the people in the hotel.” The room
filled with listeners, who, when he finished, applanded. He
arose and smiled, and taking the little girl’s hands, said, “ It
is ‘your music they appland.” .

God’s guidanee is like that. With His counsel and help our
tiresome performance becomes a symphony

Robert Melntyre, bricklayer, became a great preaeher

The Morning Wateh is to get God’s he]p at the firet of
the day. .

Goethe said: “ We ought every day to sce at least one fine
work of art, to hear one sweet strain of music, to read ome
beautiful peoem, But far more than this, we nead this bread:,
of mental traming, thiz spiritual uplift for imagination and
reason, for the day’s work. Eaeh day plunges us into a veritable
vortex of worldly care; and if we are to suceessfully stand the
gordid strain, we must persist in communing on higher things.”

4 Prayer upon Awekening.—
Create in me this carly hour a heart as white as dawn,
And keep 1t pure the whole day, through the hours ‘that lead

me

And ths world’s gibe and the crowd’s hire and the thought that
» wonld mar me sure,

Shall glance from my soul like an arrow.ill aimed, and Jeave

me whols, seetre. !
Pledge—* Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for help, T wﬂl

make it a rule of my life to set apart at least fifteen minutes a
day, every ddy, in the early morning, for quiet meditation,

Seripture reading, and prayer.” T. V. WiLooex.
Day by Day
“The inward man is renewed day by day.” 2 Cor. 4:16,

“Day by day,” O Lord, renew me
With that blessed life of Thine;
“Day hy day,” O Lord, infold me
‘With Thy mighty grace divine.

“Day by day,” O Saviour, take me
For Thy servant, willing, free;

“Day hy day,” O Master, make me
All that Thou wouldst have me be.

“ Day\by day,” O Saviour, keep me
Just abiding in Thy love,
SBimply trusting and obeying,
Looking unto Thes above.

“Day by day,” O Saviour, give nie
All the strength I need so much,
And with Thee and Thy blest Spirit,
i Ever keep me, Lord, in touch.

“Day by day * te fight the battle,
“ Day hy day ” Thy will to do,
‘““ Day hy day* the eross to earry, . .
Heeking dnly te be true.

Help me, Lord, to leave the future
Safe within Thy hands for aye,
. Trasting Thee, Lord, to renew me,
Living sunplfy “ day by day.”
— 4. G. Fisher.



s Hodigrof the day that he keeps for hiy Morning Watch.
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A Joyous Invalid »

‘Over in Ohio there lives an invalid whose joyous life hag given
«ppurage to thousands of men and women with strong bodies and
large opportunities, Harry Miller, when hut a very young man,
#gd a terrible fall, which left him almost complstely paralyzed.
He iz unable to 1ift his hand to his face. Xe cannot turn his
head even a fraction of am ineh, but he ean 1ift hig left hand
and arm enough to turn the leaves of a book which iz fastened
to a rack in front of him. And he can turn his oyes to greet the
vigitors who come to him hecause they find so much true happ1
ness in his presence.

He has lain that way for more than ten years, hut the long
d&iys and nights of suffering have not dimmed his joyous spirit.
Thise who have met him or have heard of him, marvel at his
hidden spring of happiness. But Harry Miller makes no seeret
of it., The Lord has all there s of him, and he iz satiefied that
God’s way is bost. He hag trusted his poor broken body into
God’s keeping, believing that the best will be done for him.
“ (God may know that it wouldu't be safe for me to be out of
here,” he says: “I only want to be wherever He wants mo to
be.”. Ah! that is it. Porfoct trust!

» Bui the secret of Harry Miller’s happiness goes still farther

Ho couldn’t trust that way unless he was well acquainted with
hig heavenly Father. Fach night as the shadows grow long, le
direets all books other than his Bible to be taken from the rack
in front of him. Then ihe shades are raised so that the first
wtreak of dawn wiil waken him, and he will spend the fivst
hours of the day studying God's Word and communing with
Him. “If T don't have my Morning Watch, the day never seems
to go 8o well,” he explains, “T ask the Lord to waken me early,
so that I ean have my time with Him.”
1 Many and many a night, suffering drives the chance to sleep
far from this invalid’s bedside, but he doesn’t fret or keep his
mother waiting on him. No, not he; he is glad of the extra
time to talk with God. And in spite of the paih, he counts night
% joy, beeause he knows he “can have sweet fellowship with
Jesus without any interruptions.’ Bometimes when the nights
hatve been especially walkeful, he may sleep past those ocarly
Then
he asks his mother to waken him go he will not loge what he
thinks is the very best part of the day. As he puts it, ¥ O
mother, you mustn’t let mae sleep late, for T have so much to do.”
And Harry Miller does aceomplish a great deal. He prays
people into giving themselves to God. He prays money into the
mission funds.

» And so Harry Millor, though a bedridden invalid, is doing a
work that is felt in all parts of the world, and he is gloriously
happy in hig work. The seeret — Harry Miller keeps acquainted
with God. HagrriET HOLT.

Devotional Meetmg for December 13

Topic: “ The Hohda,ys »

Senior

. Bong Serviee,

Seripture: 2 Cor. 9: 6-15,
Prayer. .
Talk: “ The Spirit of Generosity.”
Reading: ¢ Their Faces at the Window”
Talk: © White Gifts.”

Loeader’s Comment.

. 8pecial Musie or Reeitation.

. Responses,

. Cloging Somg and Prayer.

Junior

SO MR oo

[

Song Service,

. Oponing Song and Prayer.

. Seripture Reading,

SBpecial Musie.

. Superintendent’s Talk: “ White Gifts.”
Recitation: “ A Christmas Thought.” :
A Chrigtmas Carol,

. Talk: ¢ Gifts for the Home Folks.”
Reading: “ Their Faces at the Window."”
. Leader’s Talk: “ Chrigtmas Plans.”

. Closing Song and Prayer.

Senior Notes

2. Seripture.— The key-thought of thege verses is the idea of
giving. Thoy should be read without comment, letting the talks
that will follow elaborate npon them.

B8 o mmas e

[y

4. Talk: “ The Spirit o
talk is given elsewhere.
on thig part, ~

&, Reading ! “ Their Faces at the Window.”— This iz referred
to under Junior Nete No. 10. The reading itwelf is from the
magasine, The Life Bout. It will be found in this issue,

6. Talk: “ White Gifts.”— See Junior Note No. § for the
material for thig talk.

7. Leader’s Comment.— Read over the Junior Notes, and re-
memher that your socieby must in some way mold the lives of
the young peeple. 'What is said and planned at the soclety
meeting should guxde your young people during the holiday
geason. : This period is one where the leader can wisely outlne
the true purpose of Christians, and can suggest plans that will
make the holiday season one of hlessing and benefit rather than
of merely selfish gratification. In this connection, what about
the goals for missions for your seciety, or for that matter, for
your churech? What ean be done to lighten the miusionaries’
work for the mew year, by denyilng ourgelves gome needless ex-
pensges, of giving less expensive pgafts? Pregs that thought home
to your young people, and bhelp them to understand that the
more gperding of money for many articles will not bring or
give ha.ppmess But money given to God’s cause for the purpose
of carrying the good tidinge will bring spiritual and oven
physieal happiness to thousands. Then the leader should not
nogleet to stress the thought of the time spent during the
holiday season. How can that time be made profitablo for the
future? WNot but that a visit home with friends and relatives
is stimulating; but make the visit just that — stimulating and
helpful, Let the words be like apples of gold in pistures of
silver, Let the talk not only be joyous and happy, but with
an understrain of good sense and praetieal religion, and forget
not that young and old alike long for spiritual ood in the form
of expresged ideals, purposes, resolves, and the telling of helpful
oxperiences, Let the Responses take this key, and get the -
young people to tell of their plans for the holiday season.

U V. W

Generosity”— The outline of this
ut one of your strongest speakers

Junior Notes

This Christmas program is put purposely ahnost two weeks
befora the Christmas holidays, so as to help our hoys and girls
to study the true spirit of Christmas. Although some Bible
students place the time of Christ’s birth in July, this winter
seagon ig the one which has been chosen to fill the world with
the spirit of love and joyful giving., Let us strive earnestly to
give our Juniors the Christian viewpoeint, The insgtruction in
the spirit of prophecy upholds this purpose — of teaching our
boys and gnrls to give to those less forbunate than they, and to
foreign missions, -

Tn preparation, the superintendent should meet with the
program committee and siudy practical ways in which the
members of the soeiety may earry out Christmas plans. The
following are suggestions of some things Juniors might do:

(1) Perhaps the time of this program devoted to special
music might be spent in praetising Christmas carols to be sung
at some hospital. The Volunteers might sing earols at the
homes of those who are 0]d or sick, at the hospital, or wherever
vour local eonditions suggoest it would be aeceptable.

(2) They might carry small Christmas trees in pots to the
homes of thoge who are old or shut in. This plan means leaving
a tree at cach home,

(8) They might have a Christmas party of a half how’s
duration at lomes where children are ill or would have no
Christmas cheer. A decorated tree on a slod might be a part
of this party.

‘(4) They might 'send gifts to children in mission s¢hools,
homes, hospitals, or to poor children in their local community.

(5) They might make Christmas “ Mother's Day,” by doing
all in their power to make her happy.

(6) They should memorize the Christmas story as given in
our Seripture lesson today.

&. Superintendent’s Tall;: “ White Gifts’— In thig old world
of ours, many of those who know nothmg of Christ’s love in the
heart, think that the real motive of giving is to get, or that
they must give because some one clse has given them, This
spirit is in sharp contrast to that of the Christian who gives
beeause he loves,  White gifts ” has come to mean those gifts
prompted only by a hoart of love. God waunts white gifts. Put
with this-the Baviour’s statement, “ Inasmueh as ye have done
it unto one of the least of thess, ye have done it unto Me.”

In @ cortain little country church a pastor prayed carnestly
that the true Christmas spirit might take hold of his floek,
It did. At the Christmas service many brought gifts, some of
which were notes handed to the pastor:

“ Count on me for a eord of wood for the c¢hurch”

1 have nothing to give, hut I'll keep the paths shoveled to0
the church all winter.”

“I've eanceled my mortgage on Granny Green’s plaee.”

“T take Widow Hawkins a load of hay, so she ean keep
her sow.”

There were many more just like these,
wouldn’t enjoy a white gift Christmas.
one now. o

]6‘ and 9.— The material for thesé numhery is furnisehd eise-
where,

Bee if your society
Plan and pray for
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8. Talk: “Gifts for the Homeg Folks”—* The light that
shines .the farthest shines the brightest nearest -home” We
cannot have @ real Christmas spirit in our hearts for others

. unless we have it there for our fathers and mothers. I suppose
many Juniors are planning’ gifts for their parents. Let’s stop
and agk some questions about them. “Did they eost any
money? If so, who'paid for tham?” “ Can we make some real
gifts to mother and father with, no help from them?* The
following is a praetieal suggeatzon

What Shall I Give Mother and Father for Christmas? —If
you are saying that to yourself, here is a list of presents
which do not cost money, but which'they will like very mueh;
just make your ‘choiee:

For Father

Sweep walks and poreh.’
Bring in kindling, .
_ Carry water,
Do errands willingly.
Save money.
Be pleasant.

(At the close of the talk ask each Junior to make his gift
and make an envelupe to fit it, both to be handed to his
parents on’ Christmas Day.)

10. Leader's Talks * Chyistmas Plans.”— This should be an

> enthusiastie report of the plans laid by your committee for a
white gift Christmas for your society. . H.

For Mother

“Wipe dishes.

Amuse baby.

Piek up playthings,

Be on time at meals.

Have clean hands at meals.
Be pleasant.

The Spirit of Generosity

“Gop so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son” It was the greatest gift that ever was given,—so great

bration of the whole long year. God so loved the world that
He gave. And in return we give — what? Presents to cach
other!

When you stop to think about it, isn’t it strange that Christ-
mag should have turned out that way?

We have strayed far away from the true spirit of generosity
“in Christmas, I'or the true spirit of gemerosity ineludes saeri-
ficial giving. God gave His Son. Jegus gave Hig life. That
was real giving; that was giving under the impulse of the true
spirit of generosity, We haven't been doing our holiday giving
in that spirit, have we?

Paul’s Words; “ Aceording as he purposeth in his heart, se
et him give; not grudgingly, or of neeessity: for God loveth
a cheerful giver,” have been so often quoted at collection times
and in stewardship meetings that it is almost impossible to
think of them without thinking at once of money.

But it is not in connection with money alone that T want you
to think of those words tonight, There are a good many Mis-
sionary Voluntoers who are not over blessed with money. What
then ean we give, as eheerful givers, that we may show God that
we appreciate His gift to us?

I should like to have every Missionary Volunteer pledge him-
self at this meeting to give a Christmas gift to God, and I
should like that gift to be-—his time and his talents, They
are really one and the same. There is no gift that He would

- gppreeiate more, There i3 no gift that would mean so much
to the forwarding of the kingdom and the earrying of the
gospel to all the world.

Think this out in eonnection with your own talents and your
own time. What are you plamning for the fuiure? Is it ali
for self and for selfish ambition? Undoubtodly you expect to
give something to Him, but why not all? He gave all for you!

To pledge sueh a gift is the true spirit of gemerosity, truly

" expressed,
You have some talent. You had thought of using it to help
' yourself. Dont. TUse it to help the cause of God. Give it to
Him. The gift of your talent — whdt a wonderful Christmas
gift! Will you give if?’ L UrHAI V, WILCOX,

Their Faces at the Window

THEY were hungry little eyes that peered out the window at
us that day. The house had two front windows. Twe little
ehildren were standing in one, and a little girl in the other.
We saw them pulling their seant garments a little more clogely
around them ag they shivered in the eold of their fireless home.

_ that we celebrate its giving by the biggest and merriest cele-

“ Mamma, here eomes a big automobile; and it’s stopped ‘right
in front of cur house! ¥ 'We could almost hear them saying,
“On! they are bringing in a great big bag of goodies”” Then,
alas, * Awl they went in to Mikie’s house next door, ngtead
of eoming herel Coar

Before we had made these observations, the twelVe -year-old
boy was on the steps sizing wp the situation.

We were out just-before Christmas with our truck loaded
with Christmas dinners for nearly. fifty families, and toys for
160 ehildren. Two large automobiles filled with workers and
nurses aeeompanied the truek. All were eager to have a part
in dispensing the blessings, While Miss Farnandes and M.
Paulgon delivered a basket next door, we began to interrogate
the boy on the steps.

‘Sonny, how many are thers in your famﬂy?”

“ There ave eight of us” .

“Are you going to have a nice Christmas?

“ No, ma’am, my_father is out of work. We're eold and
hungry at our house.”

“Iz any onme going to bring. you a Christmas dimmer?” |

“ No'm, not as I knows of.”

We had s fifteen- -year-old girl with us in the ear who had
never seen real poverty. She was ho]dmg tightly a bag of
candy whieh she had heen enjoying. This girl. was the first
ong in the ear to respond She said, ¢ Here, talke my bag of
eandy in to the children.” She gladly gave all she had to give.
We then began to take out food from fwo well-filled baskets
we had, robbing another family to help this one. The boy’s
long, sad face began to shortem, and the broad smile that shone
over the top of the pile of groeeries in his arms was worth
going miles to see, Ag he turned to go up the steps, we saw
the little tot in the window elapping ler hands and jumping
up and down with glee. Some toys were taken in to the
children, and the mother with tears in her eyes said:

“ My husband has heen out ofe work for months.
only one leg, and nobody will hire him.”

“ Are the Charities helping you?”

“No. No one knows of our eondition. We never have had
ta egll on the Charities, and it is hard to come to ¥ now.
We have suffered alone.” )

We went on to visit the other families, but those little
pinched faces and hungry eyes at the window linger in eur
memory yet. We saw many more faces at the windows that
day, and before nightfall we had « tasto of Job’s joy when he
wyote: “ The blessing of him that 'was ready to perish eame
upon 1me: and I eaused the widow's heart to sing for joy.”
Job 20: 13— Caroline Louise Clough.

He has

A Christmas Thought

Om! Christmas is. coming again, you say,
And you long for the things it is bringing;
But the costliest gift may not glaclden the day,
Nor help on the merry bells’ ringing.
Bome getting is losing, you understand,
Some hoarding is far from saving;
‘What you hold in your hand may skip from your hand;
There s something better than having —
We are richer for what we give;
And only by giving we live,

Your last year’s presents are scattered and gone;
You have almost forgot who gave them;
But the loving thoughts you bestow live on

As long as you choose to have them.
Love, love is your riches, though ever so poor;
No money ean buy that treasure;
Yours always, from robber and rust secure,
Your own without stint or measure;
It is only love that we can give;
: It is only by loving we live.

For who is it smiles  through the Christmas morn —
. The light of the wide.ereation? ' .
A dear little Child in 4 stable born,
Whose love is the world’s salvation.
He was poor on .earth, but He gave us all
That can make our “ife. worth the living ;
And happy the Christmas Day we call
That is spent, for His shke, in giving;
He shows us the way' to live,
Like Him, let us love and givel

. «— Luey Larcom.



12 . THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Devotional Meeting for December 20

o Senior and Junior
Topic:  China?? o b

. Mission Song Service.

. Devotional.

. Becretary’s Report; Offering, ete.

Talk: “A Waek of China” )
Reading: “ How Chinese Children Worship.”
. Reading or Talk: “ The Chinese Way.”

. ‘Recitation: “ Chinese Gorden”” ‘

. Open Meeting. , - :

. Closing Song. . ‘

. Prayer for the Missionaries of China,

[ . vy - Notes "

. A4 Combined Program.— Note that there is but the one sug-
gested outline. It may not be feasible to .combine at this time,
and if not, thers will be found much material that esn be used
by either Juniors or Seniors. Snggested souree matter is given
under another note; bubt let it be urged that ou a topic upon
which there ig.sueh a wealth of material, either the superin-
tendent or the leaders should be able to present one of the
most inferesting misgien programs of the year.

Sourcée Matier.—~ There iz ‘a ‘wealth of denominational ma-
terial that has been published on China, from which much may
he chosen- to supplement the malerial given. Note the follow-
ing: “ A’Chu and Other Btories,” ** At Home with the Hakkas
in South China,” “ Our Story of Missions,” * Strange Psoples
and Customs,” and others. The foregoing ean all be obtained
through the loecal tract society, or most of théem ean be found
in your local society library. There are many books published
by the Misgionary Education Movement. The Review and
Herald, the Youth’s Instructor, the Signs of the Times, and the
Watchman frequently contain articles on our work in China.
SBee particularly the Review ond Herald '

2. Devotional.— This means a suitable Seripture reading, or
a short spiritual incident, followed by several short prayers.
The leader or the Junior superintendent should lead out,

4, Talk: “ 4 Week of China.”— This material ig given else-
where. Either Juniors or Seniors may give this.

8. Reading : ¥ How Chinese Ohildren Worship.*~—Let a Jun-
ior read thig or give it in his own words:

“Tn 1911, Arthur Jackson, a young medieal missionary, lost
his life while fighting the plague in Manehuria, whieh, ¢f eourse,
belongs to China. Adfter his déath a memorial serviee was held,
and the viceroy of China offered this prayer: ¢ O Spirit of Dr.
Jackson, we pray you to intercede for the twenty million Man-
ehurians, and ask the Lord of the sky to take away this pesti-
lence, s0 that we may once more lay our heads in peace upon
pur pillows. Tn life you were brave; now you are an exalted
spirit. Noble Spivit, who sacrificed your life for us, help us
still and look down in kindness upon ug all’

“The Chiness worship the spirits of the dead and pray to
them for help. Boys and girls go to the temples and presemt
their petitions, and believe that the dead hear them. On gieat
days there are great ceremonies in the temples; there is musie,
and prayers are echanted, and incemse is burned, and the priest
offers prayers written on papsr to the gods. But there is mo
worghip of the one God, the Father of us all. The Chinese
worship spirits, many spirita; but God, whom we worship, they
do not know at all”

6. Beading or Talk: * The Chinese Way.’— These are merel
facts that are of interest, showing something of what the
missionaries must rsmember as they meet the Chinese., The
material will be found elsewhere.

?. Recitation: “ Chinese Gordon.’-—Qlven in this ifssue.

8. Open Meeting— The purpose here is to have your mem-
bers eontributs some bit of information on China, either from
their réading or-from personal letters that some may have re-
csived from misslomary friends living in China, Under the
heading, “ Facts About China’s Worship,” will be found ms-
terial that ean be used for those who have not found material.
Clip and hand out, and ask that they give the faets in their
own words. ' U. V. W,

SEWRNGB R

—

Facts About China’s Worship

1. CHINTRE boys and girls are taught to fear the many spirits
whom they worship, There is no happiness in their religion.
They eamnot be happy when they never know swhat the spirits
are going to do to them; and the things that they believe the
spirits do, are not always good. In their worship, therefors,
is nothing but fear. They are trying to make the gads be
kind to them, and are mot worshiping becanse they love tham.

2. There i3 no true home worship in China. The Chiness boy
and girl never hear graece: befors meals. . They do not know
what it is to pray as we pray. They pray to the dead at sertain
times in their temples. But the Chinese do not know of a
heavenly Father who loves and eareg for them,

§. For hundreds of years the teachers of Chinese children
have taught the boys and girls to love and respeei Confucius,
a teacher who lived many centuries ago. The chiidren have

never been taught the love and fear of God. Hence they do
not know how to worship God. They do not know how to pray.
They do not know of a true God ‘to pray to, or of a Saviour
who died for them. Therefore they worship idols and spirits.

4. Ohinese believe that their idols know everything, Ome
man lost his little boy. Ho went to the village idol to ask what
had hecome of the child, and the idol told him that sailors in
a junk had stelen it, and the junk was in the bay. "The pecple
went to the junk and asked for the boy. He was not there.
That day they found the boy’s bedy in a peol of water. - He
had 'fallen in ‘and béen drowned. The father went to the
temple and smashsd the idol. He saw that it was net a tros
god. So the Chinsse are beginning to think for themsslves.

5. Chang wenl to a Christian Sabbath school, and thare he
learned that there are nc bad spirits that delight in making
people sick and doing all sorts of evil to ms, but only one good
God who loves us and. wants to help us every day. It was all
new to him, but he belicved 3t. Chang no longer burned. paper
money 1o the spirits. He never thought of them, but on Sabbath
he went to'the Christlan chureh and wozshiped God. Chang
wag happy, for he had learned the greatest truth of all,— that
God is love. ' .

" 'The Chinese Way

VERY queer ways they have in China for deing almost every-
thing, at least from a United Sthtss point of view-—a kind
of left-handed, wrong-side-befors, inside-out way. For instance,
here arq some things a Chinaman does:

He puts on his hat in salutation, when we take it off.

He feels it unmannerljr to look a superior in the face, and
takes off his spectaeles in his presenee. '

He deems it polite to ask a easual ealler’s age and ineoms.

His long nails are not a sign of dirtiness; but respectability.

Atb hig left hand is the plaece of henor.

He rides with his heels instead of hig toes in the sbirrups.

Hig visiting card is eight and sometimes thirty inehes long.

He keeps out of step in walking with others.

His compass points south, and he speaks of westnorth and
eastsonth instead of northwest and southeast. '

He whitens instead of blaekens his shoes.

He prefers a wooden rather than a feather pillow,

He often throws away the fruit of a melon and eats the
seeds, /

He laughs on receiving bad news (to deceive evil spirits),
and his daughters loudly lament on the e¢ve of their weddings.

His favorite present to a parent is a coffin.

His merits often bring a title, not to himself, but to his
aneestors.
© A Chinaman’s Christian name comes after, not before, his
family name,

He shakes his own hands instead of his friends’.— F¥oung
People’s Paper,

Chinese Gorden

“I wANDT a hero ”—'wsll, that wish is wise;

‘Who hath no hero lives not near to Ged;

For herces are the steps by which we rise
To reach His hand who lifts us from the.sod.

Tl give you one. You'ye heard of Chinese Gorden,
Who laid the hot-brained Mongol low,

Strong, shod with peaee or with sharp-bladed sword en,
To gain an ally or to erush a foe,
And reap respect from-both, How eame it s0?

He used no magie, and he owned no spell,
But with keen glance, strong will, and weighty blow,

Did ene thing at a time and did it well;
And sought no praise from men, ag in God’s eye, -
Nobly to live econtent or nobly die.

Some men live near to God, as my right arm
Is near to me, and thus they walk about
Maiked in full proof of faith, and bear a charm
That mocks at fear, and barg the deor on doubt,
Aud dares the impossible. So Gordon, theu
Through the hot stir of this distraeted time
Dost hold thy eourse, a flaming witness how ~
To do and daie, and make our lives sublime
As God’s eampaigners. What live we for but this,
Into the sour to breathe the soul of sweetness,
The stunted growth to rear to fair completeness,
Drown sneers in smiles, fill hatred with a kiss, .
And to the sandy waste bequeath the fame
That the grass grew behiud us where we came,

-—dJ. 8. Blackie.”



THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

~

A A Week of China .,
| SHANGHAI isw’t China. To see China one must go injand, and
vigit points where the BEast is still BEast. A week'in the country
is worth a ménth in Shanghai, if one wants to see things Chinese.
C‘eme along with me, and we will, follow. the land and water
trails around the Chinkiang District.r Of course you.will not
mind riding on a wheelbarrow or donkey ox in a small eanal
boat. We may have to walk somé, but the autumn is beautiful
in Chma, and every mile of the countryside you'll like. ' Then,
tao,, the, farmers wil all be at work on their threshing floors,
flailing.  grain, or in the fields, plowing with water buﬂ’a.loes

;Yon will sée o Chinese Gideon and 'a Chinese Ruth,
- We leave Ohmk1ang on the moming express, and in an hour
ﬁnd ourselves in Tanyang. The church there has ne women jn

. ils membership, so the women in our party will net find the

.reception they might wish, but ¥t will be interesting to see what

:‘9; church without _women in its membership looks like.

Fr@m the sta,tmn we send our Inggage by wheelbarrow, a

K"squeaky thing that ean eompete with water earriers, vendors,

and otlier noise artists of Chinese sireets. Just fry to forget
the Hoide, For you’ﬂ hear more of it before the week is out.
hy are so many youngsters following us? Not beeauss they

, dlsappro\re, or mean to throw stones; they merely want to see,

Do -you- remember how . you used to follow the man. with the
monkey@{ The Chinese yOuth on our trail are  qutite as curiaas
, a8 ‘were we,, Don’t’ he a,la):m.ed if they yell, “ Foreign ‘teacher,”
. or ‘even, “ Foreign devil” They think wa do, not understa,nd
‘and it is really in fun anyway. '‘Aren’t they a bright- -faced 1ot

of ‘Hoys? A nation with boys like those has a future.”

Will you, edt Chinede ‘food?' Wouldn't you like to try out a
pair. of chopstleks? It will be fun to experlence how the other
" half eats. - There will be a nose on evexry window pane and an
¢ye at every knot hole; but you just forget that, and: do your
best with the ehopsticks.
It’s deliciovs, isn’t 167 And how about the bean eurd? And

 the rice 1s prepared to suit ‘'a queen’s t/aste, Jen't it?.

You had 'a splendid-rest in spite of the dogs’
all-night barking? We shall eat « foreign ¥ breakfast, for you
won't like a Chinese breakfast, The beatman is waiting to
take ng up the eanal. ‘We’ll roll up the cots, and Sam will cook
the cream’of wheat. Yes, it’s ¢old, bub remember Valley Forge
‘aud hurfy along. You're going to see wonderful landseapes
today, and many camel-back bridges spanning the canals. Load
your kodak early. . The canals will be alive with boats carrying

- a varied eargo up and down the vainee. If there’s a breeze,

" we will sall
.. Thig, is Fan Te'en Ch'zo, a littie plase where we hopé to open
2 chapel and start a Sabbath school. We will lock it over this

, morning. Pastors Li and Wu will want to do some outdoor
preacking and sell ome traets. Yon wateh them elosely, and
see if you think they are real sampaigners for Christ.  Let’s

 hurry, for the crowd s gathering at the eormer.

" Pastor 14 is telling a story, and . the people love to ]1sten to
gtories. You have seen, haven’t you, the story-tellers who hold
a group spellbound as they relate seme incident of the past,

some prized historieal blt, or a romantic tale? But these people
are hearing 4 new story today, This fsw’t meant for entertain-
ment; this is a new story of life and life eternal: And though
they do not Imow what it all' mesns, they are interested.. Look

 at them aommg from all direetions. ‘The cmwd is beeomlng
too large, so aftqr we help, the pastars sell some traets, we will
go back to the boat and push out. o little from the land. Our

.supply of gospel tracts won’y last long if the. people confinue
to bny as they dre buymg this morning. ' The priee, oie gopper
apieee, i small, Hut it is, significant. - We'do much better to
sefi them thaﬂ to' gwe them away., What we pay fm means so

imuch mors.to gy aud se, it is with .the Chinese, ',

It wasva - great” day in: that ;village, wasn’t it? Dldn’l; you
en,]oj etrer mmu’ce? Now you know “what it means to pioneer
in preachmg the gospel the' glad news' of great Joy' And'it
"feund a response in many 4 heart. You could see that in their
‘faces.  The hopes in their hearts gave answer 0 the words of

these heloved pastors '

IIere Wi are, in Pap Yian after a night’s rest on the boat

This iz a husy market town for. the whole ecuntryside, 'There

is Pagtor 'Wu, who went overland on his, donkey. Iswt it good

{0 seo Hilm again? He has the wheelbarrows all ready to take

" Good merning!

R

i3

our things'to Butu, our next stop Pastor Wu is great on
nosing out strategie cemters for.our work.' Yoeu watch him
this morning as we go about this town. All the folks. know
him — he’s the pastor at Butu, and- they trast him.

We're off for Bulu on foot: Tt will be mopre mterestmg than
riding in a squeaky wheeiba,rmw. If any of us get too txred
Pastor Wu will lend uws the donkey, and we can take tums
riding that.gentle beast,

Isn’t it'a joy to be in the little compound? Pastor Wus
garden and flowers lend a setting for the e¢hurch. But we have
a little time before luneh, so we will go to visit the day schools.
Is there anything more gripping than to look into the faces
of these- (}hmese hoys and gu'ls? ‘Don't you want -to adopt
thein all?

How those boys did enJOy the ealisthenies and games! You
saw how cold they were. Their blood was almost congealed.
And thethreshing floor made a pretly good gyhunasium' floor,
Did you know the teacher came round and wrote down the
exercises and the descrzptmn of the games atier we returmed
to the compouhd? '

. You had ‘better take a little rest At threcs olelock thege will
be three elasses, ane of inguirers, one' for preparatory members,
and still another for chureh mebers. You will want to hear
Sam ‘eonduct the one for members. He plays the part of one
totally igporant of Chrigtianity, asking them judicious ques-
tiong about this Jesus, the ervoss, and the resurrection, and sal-
vation. And you'll be amazed st their answers. "I mean you
Wﬂl be ‘amazed to see how muck, they lmow. about tha real:ty
of the gospel Wzlzmm L. Sonders.

Devotioﬁal Mé@ting for ‘Decembér 27
Senior

Topic: Purpesing for the New Year.
1. Song Service.

2. Scnpture Num. 14: 20-24; 1 Cor. 2 2.

3. Prayer. .

4. Reading: “ A Happy New Year?

5, Talk: “ Looking Backward and Forward.”
6. Talk: “The Value of a Purpose,”
7..Palk: “The Results of & Purpose.”

8. Recitation, ,

9. Responses,

0. Cloging.

Junior
Topic: Wishing You o Hopoy New Year.
. Opening Exercises. '
Superintendent’s Talk: “ Looking Backward and For
ward.”
Prayer. -
An INustration: “ Bromise Seeds.”
Talk: “The New Leaf.”
Reeitations: “ The Coming Year,” or % Turnmg the Leaf.”
Reading: “ A Happy New Year ”
Responses. Resolutions.
Recitation: * The New Year.”
Speeial - Musie.
Cloging Prayer.

- ’
PRrmRastmpw :.“9""

Senior Notes

Advertise! “ Where Are You cAiming? Y— With this as the
wording, make for your chuveh a poster consisting of three
eivéles. - The outside cireles to be marked ¥ Pleasure,” the next
inner-eirele “ Riches,” and thé smaller civele ¢ (}hms’c ¥ having
2 cross within, Shew an arrow coming toward the clrcie, with
the: worde ' My life.” With the question given at the first as
the title, and the t1me and placé of meetmg, th;s should msrke
an effective poster..!

 To the Leader—-Read the 131;11 chapter of Numbers Whleh
contmns the story of the seonts who went to see what- kind of
land it was they were to enter.- How does this sdripture illus-
trate the subjeet of the meeting? Read the Corinthian refer-
ence. What was Paul's purpoge? ,‘What is yours? Go over all
the notes, both Senior and unior, and with the needs of your
soelety in' mind, work to make. thig last. meeting of the year
effective. - Enlist by personal visits the aetive. mterest of your
band members. Endeavorto have speeial music.-t Hold a short
prayer serviee with your officers,-and if possible imelude' those
who ave to take part on the program. Just before the meeting
and during the song service would be the best time.

4. Reading: “A Hap'p'u New . Yemf P They artmlc appears
elsewhere.’

&, Tallsr % Lookmg Bac?awmd and Forward.'— There ig much
good material given under Note 2 of the Junior section, See
also the'material entitled, ¢ The New Leaf.” Choose ffom these
for this shovt senior talk, .. . .
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6, Talk: “ The Vglue of o Purpose.”— Hexe is an outline of
% talk, “ Where there ig no vislon, the people perigh! ¥ Where
is this saying found? What does it mean? Why did the Israel-
ites havo to wander around for forty years after the scouts
brought back their report? To which class would you prefer
to helong, the Caleb and Joghua elass, or the other spy clasa?
‘What purpose have you for your church? for your young peo-
ple’s soclety? for your own life? If you were to arrive at that
toward which you are now aiming, would you get amywhere
worth while? :

Note some people in whose lives the value of a purpose ig
evident:

. William Carey: To ecarry the gospel to foreign parts, no
matter who opposed. . ; .
" John Wesley: The field as the world to work and die for.

Mrs. E. G. White: . To ingpire and encourage a smatl de-
homination to earry & gospel message to the ends of the earth.

Wendell Phillips: To free the slaves.

Florence Nightingale: To alleviate the suffering of the
wounded on the battlefields,

TFrances Willaxd: 7To free men from the hondage of in-
temperance and strong drink.

Think of others governed by & strong and noble purpose.

7. Talk: “ The Results of a Purpose.”’— Buggested outline:

Note the kind of man Paul beecame under the mfluence of his
high purpese te know nothing “save Jesus Christ, and Him
crueified.” Stoned and thrown out of the eity of Liystra #s
dead, he reyived and eontinued to preach Christ. Shipwrecked
and tossed on an island shore, be still eould not be stopped.
Imprisoned, he sang of Chrisi, or spoke of Him to judge and
guards; - or being deprived of this, he wrote letters, some of

whieh gtill remain, exhorting others to be true to Christ His
noble purpose made his life noble.

Note what Carey’s purpoge did for him. It transformed him
from a poor shoemaker te a citizen of the world and the savior
of millions. Suppose he had never had that purpose?

Wendell Phillips was ar honor man at his university, There
wag also another honor man at the same univergity. Old age
came, Phillips ripened into marvelous power for rightecusness
beeause of his noble purpose that beckened him on; the other
man dwindled into servility.

Aim low, and you will live low. ¢ Hiteh your wagon to a
star,” and you will live higher, ever though you may never
reach the star.

Wea do not travel alone, You may think that you are going
it alome, but you are not. A preacher asked two lawyers why
they did not eonfess Christ, “ Well” they answared, “ we both
have taken as our model Judge Blank, and we believe him to be
a first-clase man. If he can get along without openly confess-
ing Christ, we ean.” The minister immediately left the young
men, and going to the judge whom he knew personally, he said,
“ Judge, I would like to ask you & question in equity. Has any
inan g meral right to hold a position in the doing of whieh he

harms another?” 'The judge was a gentleman, and immediately-

angwerod, “ No, he has not.” “Judge, I have come to tell you
. that is what you are deing.” The preacher explained. That
very night in the meeting the judge avose and gaid, “I have
decided to confess openly that I have long been a geerst follower
of Jesug, and now I want every one to know that He is the
guide of my life.” The words were hardly said when the two
lawyers aroge and took their stand by the judge. The judge
wag not itraveling alone, Neither are you. Where are you

taking the people whoe are fraveling with you? Think of the.

peoplo named and unnamed that Paul brought to Jesus Christ.

8. Recitation.— A number are given. Choose the ones best
adapted.

9. Responses— (Give the members this oppertunity to declare
their purpose for the new year. Urge them-to say which way
they are headed and which way they are- determined to go.
Not resolutions, but expressed purposes, are asked for, Sing
some appropriate hymn before calling for the expressions.

 Buggested Songs— Thege three will fit well the topie: “ Take

my life, and let it het “ What are you doing for Jesus??”
“I am Thine, O Lord.” .

: Source Books— Besides many of our own denominational
books, such as < The Life That Wins,” “ Ups, and Downs of
Life,” “ The Crowning Friendship,” ¢ The Lighted Way,” there
is the book by William Goeorge Jordam, “The .Power of a
Purpose,” which will be found of special help. Bee alse “ The
Quest of Happiness,” by Hillis, particularly page 164, .

U V. W

Junior Notes

-4 Happy New Yeor— Have thege words printed in large
letters in some conspiencus place where the Juniors will see
them at the beginning of the meeting. At the close of the
meeting, ¥ at all possible, give to each child a New Year's
greeting card. This will mean so mueh to them. Or better
gtill, if funds will permit, they will prize a 1925 Notehook. In
case of the latter, the children should he told at the beglnning
of the meeting to be sure to remember any little thought or
gom which they would like to keep. Then when the hooks are
distributed at the close, it could be suggestsd that eaeh ome
write in hig beok the gem which he prized most from this New
Year’s aneeting, Encourage them to make this book a Mission-

ary Volunteer diary, writing in it their good resolutions at the
beginuing of the yeay, their successes throughout the year, and
other things that will come from time to time. As they take
part in the program, the reeitation given could be pasted in,
or the subject of the talk noted. Each one will want to have
something in his book, and this may prove an “encourager”
foward taking part in the programs throughout the year,

2. Buperintendent’s Tatk: “ Looking Backward and Forward,”
~- What ait ideal time for thig program! 8o near the close of
the old year, and standing upon the very threshold of the new,
it is indeed the time for the backward glance and the forward
plans. No other holiday 8 so widely celebrated ag is New
Year’s Day., In many lands it does not come on Januwary I,
but nevertheless, every nation has its New Year's Day, and with
it are associated the same thoughts and ideals as those of ouys
own native lagnd,— a now beginning. Ask the Juniors to look”
back thoughtfully over the twelve monthg just now drawing
to a cloge. Have they been able to keep the resolutions formed
at the beginning of 1924% or have .the noble purposes fallen
far short?

But do not dwell long wpon the backward glanes. Time is
fleeting, and if the past has not been all it should be, the more
important that the future be well planmed, Show the Juniors
that they are now standing upon the very threshold of a New
Year. The text, “ Ye Lave not passed this way heretofore. . . .
Banetify yourselves: for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders
amoeng you” (Joshua 3:4, 5), may appropriately be read.
Impress upon their minds that {he way before them iz an un-
tried one, but that “all things are possible with God,” and it
is well worth while to reconseerate their lives to Him this 4
This may be made a sweet lesson of faith and trust. Tell them
of the little girl who prayed: “Dear Liord Jesus, I've tried and
tried to be a good girl all day, and T’ve just been had. You'll
have to look ‘after it tomorrow”

Do not encovrage the making of many. resolutions at this
time, but do urge each Junior to make one or two, and then
with the help of Jesus win out on it during 1925. He is able
to keep us 1n every time of temptation, be it small or great.
Too many of us apparently have the idea that God’s care is
extended only in times of special emergencies. It truly is given
then, but the following story may help the Juniors to feel a
calm, quiet eonfidence in His keeping power when unseen dan-
gers are lurking mear: )

“ A little yaeht was cruising among the Western Iglands of
Seotland, and one gullen evening a gale get in from the broad
Atlantic. It eame moaning over the long, rolling swell, and
caught the frail eraft off a perilous lee shore. There was no
ghelter at hand; but the old skipper had known that treacherous
coast from boyhood, and he said that there was a barbot some
digtanee away, and he thought he could make it.,

“ And so, through the darkness, 1it only by the gleam of the
phosphoreseence in hexr wake, the little ship went plunging on
her eourse amid the wild welter of wind and wave. Af length
ghe swung into smooth water; aund they let go the anchor, and
turning into their berths, went ‘peacefully te sleep.

“In the morning the master came on deck and surveyed the
seene — a little loeh, girt about by dark, purple mountaing,
It was a quiet haven; but looking toward the entraumce, he,
beheld a narrow channel, with sharp rocks jutting here and
there, and all awash with boiling surf. To think of passing
that way! The least swerving of the tiller, and those jagged
teeth would eateh the frail timbers and grind them o gplinters,
and every life would perish, He gazed awhile, then he shud-
dered, and turning to the old skipper, he exelaimed, < Did we —
did we pase there in the darkmesg?’?”

If every Jumior would purpose in hiz heart te give his entire
life to Jesug, He would guide him so wonderfully all through
the year to come, that at the close of it ke eould look hack over
the path and ask, “Did I pass there in the darkness?” Yes,
beeaunge Jesus was leading the way. :

Help the children to understand that eaeh day is a mnew
beginning with God. If they fail in keeping the resolution
formed one day, they ean hegin all over again any day or any
hour. Jesug is always waiting to reeeive them and begin the |
esgon anew. Some oune has illustrated it in this homely way:
“ At our house, when the water piteher gets broken, we dom’t
give up drinking water; we get a mew water piteher gnd go on
drinking,” Water is a necessity of life, and it is necessary to
eternal Iife that we turn often to Jesus, our living fountain,

If you bave a blackbeard, have previcusly written upon it
a number of subjeets for prayer. These are suggestive: Pray
t be more thankfnl for everyday blessings,— food, elothing,
and home; pray to be more faithful in prayer,'in Bible study; -
pray God will help you to love cne ancther better, to love Jesus
more; pray for better Junior meetings, for a willingness on the
part of all te do all they ean to make them go. Ask each Junior
to chegse a subject.

Prayer.— When the subjects have been chosen, agk meveral
to give short sentenee prayere, or let them be voluntary, elosing
with the Lord’s Prayer. - B

4. An Iustration: © Promise Seeds”— The following illus-
tration of the seeds should be given by an older Junior; if care-
fully prepared, the lesson ean be made very effeetive:

“ Here, boys and girls, are three seeds, They are very differ;
ent, you see, in gize and shape. They eamnot talk, and yet to
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me they seem to speak, and each onec of them secems to make a
premise. This little black one premises me that it will beceme
.8 beantiful morning glery, hung thick with brilliant flowers.
This large yellow seed makes the premise of a sturdy green
cornstalk, bearing steutly many weli-filled ears., And thig
round brown seed has in it the promise ef fragramee and
beautiful celor and dainty shape, for it iz the seed of a
sweet pea. ' ' ‘
“You can hear these promises ag well as T can, now that I

. tell you what these geeds are; .but affer all, what would become
of thege promises if I should lay these seeds oe some shelf?
You know, all ef you, that the promises would become dead
premiges. 'The only way to make these geed promises amount
te anything, is te put the seeds into the ground, where rain

ean fall upen them, and the sun can shing en them, and the

s0il ean feed them.,

“ At the beginning ef this year I am sure all of you wish

to make some good promises to the dear Saviour who has made
g0 many rich promises te yeu. But are these premise seeds of
yours going to be laid on the shelf? I think you will all want

" to plant them. You ean do it. Yeu must put them in the soil
of a faithful character. You must fertilize them with many
prayers, and the daily study ef God's Word. Yeu must pour
upon them the streng rains of determination, and you must

" ghed upon them the warm sumelight of faith and hepe. And
if you do theso.things, these premise seeds of yours will be
sure to grew, and will bring forth rich fruit through all the
menths of this year/— ddapited,

&. Talk: # The New Leaf.”-— Material fer this ia given clse-
witere, These impressions of the turping of the leaf, as given
by Margaret E. SBangster, can be made very interesting as a
talk; but if yeu have no ene who can do this, a geod reading
is always preferable te a poor talk.

6. Recitations: “ The Coming ¥Year," or “ Turning the Leaf.”
— Cheose a Junior whe reads well te give ene of these reei-
tations. They are printed elsewhere.

7. Reading: “dA Happy New Year.”— Thiz is some very
good adviee given by Sister White. Be sure to have it read
well. The article appears under this title.

8. Responses: Resolutions— This is & time for the Juniors
to express themselves, Perhaps they will not care to tell what
resolutions they have made, but eneourage them te reconsecrate
their lives to Jesus for the year 1925, Interspersed W}th these
testimonies, it might be interesting to have some Juniors read
texts, “new” verses in the Bible, always bringing eut the
thought that Jesus ig the renewer of everything good. First
agk the Junior to tell what the verse means to him. Some such
texts as these might be written on slips of paper and handed
out beferehand: .

Isd, 43:18: The new thing God promised. R
Tea. 62: 2: New name for God’s people.

Tsa, 66:17: New heavens and new earth.

Lam. 3: 23; Ged’s mercies new every merning,
Eza, 11: 19: New spirit which God will give,

2 Cor. 5:17: The new creature,

2 Peter 3:13: New heavens and eavth.

. Rev. 2: 17; New name given. ‘

l 9. Recitation: “ The New Yeor”-—This alse is given else-
where, Be sure that it is thoroughly memorized,

10, Special Music~— If you have musical talemt among your
Juniors, hake use of it eflen. Musie adds mueh to the pro-
gram, and it ‘can be made to mean as much as prayer. In this
program, of ecourse, you will have something appropriate,

Close with an eaxnest prayer that the resclutions formed at
the beginning of 1925 may, under God, be kept througheut the

" entire year, and the Juniors thus lifted upen a high plane.

N Turning the Leaf

TurNING the leaf that the New Year brings
To the worn old book ef life,

Is turning your hack on a tired past,
With its fear and distress and strife,

Turning the leaf, you may turn to love,
To brightness and joy and laughter;

But it ign’t the turning that counts so much
As what comes aftor!

It's writing that connts in the book of life,
It's the message you pen each day, ,
. It's whether the page he resy hued
Or teuched with a sullen gray. -
It’s what we may teach as we humbly write,
‘And what we, please God, may learn;-
‘What really counts, as the New Year dawns,
Is what comes after - the turn!
‘ ~— Margaret E. Sangster.

«  “TygE strength of character root must be equal to the foree
of the storm.” ‘

The Coming Year:

We are standing on the thresheld, we are in the epened doer,
We are treading on 2 borderland we've never tred befere;
For another year is opening, and anotber year has gone, .
‘We have passed the darkness of the night, are in the early ¥orn;
We have left the field behind us o'er which we seattered scod,
As we pass Into the future which no one of us ean vead.

Let us hasten to fresh laber, let us thresh, and reap, and:sow,
As we bid the new year welceme, and we let the old year go;
Then we'll gather all eur viger, and press forward in the fight,
And let this e'er be our meito, ¥ For Ged and fer the right! ”

— Sele(ﬂed. ’

v

The New Year

OH, how are you going to use it,
This gift of a hright New Year,
Which lies now unepened before you,

A geason of hope and cheer?

Tull soon will the hand thal made it
Its pages for you wmseal,

New prospects, new cares, will eonfront you, .
New duties, heth stern and real, Co-

The old “year just past, was it squandered
In idleness,. folly, and sin?

Turn over the page, then, so blotted;
This new one with God begin.

Pray God for forgiveness, then leave it, '
Dwell not in the shadowy past;

For all of your sins He has promised
Behind His own back te cast.

And ye who already are servants
Of Christ, whem ag King yeu own,
Remember, this new year beginning,
You enter it net af;ne.

As backward you glanee o’er the old year,
And think of your efforts small,

Oh, feel you, discouraged, and seems it
You searce have done anght at allg

Arise in the strength of yeur Master!
Your lamp for the vigil trim;

Press forward and onward and upward,
And leave the results with Him.

Think not of the failures behind yeu,
Shrink not from the davk before;

.The Master already has trodden
The way you must travel o’er.

Just grasp the sure hand of Jehovah,
Lean heavily on His might,
And with Him untiringly labor —
. For soon there shall come the night, )

The time you arve living is eachest;
O Christian, arouse, awake!
Lift up those who've fallen beside you,
And help them the geal to make,

The sad and the weak and the erring,
Ob, lend.them a kindly haed
Until they with youn, with rejoicing,
Shall enter the Premised Land.
~— Pearl Waggoner,

.ot

The New Leaf

WirH the coming of each new year, we talk lengthily about
turning over a mew leaf. K But take it all in all, we don’t
see a great deal written about what shall be done with the new
leaf after it has been turned. ' .

-And yet the most impertant part eemes after the turning!
The most important part of the whele affair is the writing that
will be done upon the new leaf. Whether it shall he a blurred
writing, or & clear, even page of seript; whether it shall be a
neatly lettered new leaf, or one npon whish many eonflicting
chargeters have been jotted down; whether it shall be written
in forceful prose, or beautiful singing verse; whether it shall
be Iyrie, with the loveliness of sweet thought and kind deeds,
er whéther it shall be a drab thing— just many printed words,
Linked together by eemmas and semicelons. ’ ‘
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When I was a child; a wide-gyed Iittle girl with strange ideas
whichi-Likept, for the most part, tight loeked in my groping
small’ brhm, T heard much talk of the turning of a new leaf,
and the words made ‘a pieture i’ my mind that' I have never
Ti:veen able ko lay quﬂ;e aside, For as = ehild tho vmrds did not
ereate for.me the pieture of a giant book of life with ths pages
4itrning alowly, one every year. ‘T eould shut my oyes and ses,
hustead the “pleture of a mighty fovest, in which the trees were
the’ trﬂes of Tate antumn; the saddened troes that are coversd
\mthk d&ultl\ brown leaves that arve just about to fall to the ground.

- But one tree I always saw, in my mind pieture, a very small,
slender tree, bare of all leaves except one. And that leaf was a
new leaf —a leaf that was tinted in the soft, almost inde.
geribable green that ia a part of April—that ia a part of the
freghness and joy and tender madness of early spring. And
a8 T watehed, in my mind pieture, & wind would coms blowing
through the sorrowful wood. And the dark leaves would fall,
in a wistful way, from the lonely trees. But on the slender,
small tree the new leaf would only sway: hack and forth, and
would not fall. And as the wind hrushed hy, trying to dislodge
it, the leaf would turn softly am its slim braneh. And T would
gee the undersids of it, looking softer, even, than the top, and
delicately veined and of a silvery iridescence. And I would say
in my heart, * Turning over a new leaf! 'Turning over a new
laf! " And T would wondoer, even as T sald it, what the thing
meant, what it was all about,

T was quite a blg girl, T faney, before the words, “ furning
@ new leaf,” assumed their proper meaning to me, before T
wealized that the figure of speeeh stood for the makmg of new
vesolutions, of beginning over again, of making a fresh start.
1 was quite a big girl before I knew cnough to laugh at the
mental picture of my childhood. But even though I laughed —
though I still lough — the piletwre has remained with me!

And perhaps, after all, it is not sueh a bhad pletore to think
wf] for many lives are liko forests, tired, unbappy forests, in
which the leaves of many worn-out years arve still clinging to
fhe trees, clinging until & gharp wind blows from the sky, and
dislodges the brown stems, and clears the branches of dis-
appointment and failure and regret. And it's nies to think
that there ig one leaf—a new leaf —that the wind cannot
dislodge. 'That will turn over, showing w silvery underside, but
that will not fall; that will danee upon the breeze, hut will not
allow itself to be broken!

But I fear that I am getting far away from my starting-
point. I didw'intend to write about forests, and ehildish ideas,
and the sort of leaves that grow upon trees. I meant to write
about what comeg after the turning of a new leaf in life’s great
record hook — about what comes affer, not ahout the business
of flicking it over with & carcless thumb and forefinger.

T ouee heard a business maw talkiug to a friend of his. The
aan was 2 worldly person who worked in @ bard, sharp way
for the dollars that he earned; who was honest, but mthending ;
avho never cheated, but who never helped; who was fair, but
‘seidom genérous, .

The friend? Hé vwas a minister of the gospel, a man of
‘God who worked in'a small chureh for a very small salary; who
holped every onej who gave of everything that hie possessed.

‘The twe men were totally different in every way, and yet they:

were friends. They had gone to school together, they had
grown up in the same little town. And once every so offen they
cams together for an hour or two, spatched from theu' busy
Ilves, t6 ‘talk’ ver their yesterdays! CL :

Tt was & fetw days betore the coming'of the new year that
T happensd to hear the' two men speaking. 'T* was -passing
through the room m which they-bat togéthér; wnd’ g ‘séiitérce
o two of eonversa*tmn eame to.my ears. The bhusiness mdn Wa,s
sPea,kmg ‘ Coh
‘M make a pomt " ho'was saying, in his hard, carefully mddw
lated ‘voice, ¢ of turning over a new leaf every year — of mak-
ing a number of tegolitions that I always intend to keep. - I
wiite them down in a motebook, and put thab netehook®in the
top drawer of my desk,.in o little strong hox —* -

The minister interripted. He was laughmg, but a dorry
uote lay beneath his mirth. —

# And 111 warrant,” he said, “that you don’t look at the
book until the following January!” He paused, and then:
“ Wouldn't it be better,” he asked, ¢ 30 keep the book vight out
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on the top of your desk — not Iaid ‘away in 4 strong box? Then
you could write in it cceasionallyl It isn’t so much the turning
of a new leaf that counts. It’s'the heing able to rementbér that
the leaf has been turned, and that it’s wa;tmg to be written
upon! n

That was all that T heard as I passed threugh the room. But
it was enough to give me themes for-a dozen artieles —- subjects,
were I an artist, for a dozen pictures!, Tt isn’t so much ths
turmng of a new leaf, the making of rgsolutions, that comnts,
Tt's the keepmg of the resolutions, and the remembering to
write upen the mnew leaf, onee 1t has Dbeen turmed, that is
importint.

Axnd, last but not by any means least, it's the ability to Resp
yowr writing legible and clear, and to write inspiring passages
and’ messages of cheer and words of friendship that counts!
It’s"tlrl‘b abilify to keep the page meat;and lovely, and free of
blots.— Margaret E.!'Saﬂgstgr,‘fén the Ohr«ﬂistiém‘ Herald,

¥

A Happy New Year

'CHILpREN who greet your fathers, and mothéra with, %A
hwppy Now Year,” will you make tIns a happy year to them?
1t is in your power to make it happy or unhappy. Yeu may
lighten their. burdens and give them courage and hope, ox yon
may fill thsly hearts with anxiety and distress. You eatmot
make their new year Happy if j%ou Tivé for self-gratifieation.

Begin this year with right purposes and pure motives. Bear
in mind that day by day your words and acts are recorded in
the books of heaven, You must meet them when the judgment
shall sit’ and the books shall be opimed.

How often your hps utter tho kindly greeting, “T wish you
a happy Wew Year’ and thsn in a few moments speak im-
patient, fretful words! How many children are always ready
to dispute about trifles, unwilling to make the smallest sacrifice
for otheral To such the new year will ‘bring no real happiness,
They may indulge in boisterous mu'th but thelr hearts know
no peaee or joy. Will you not come $o Jepus with pewitenee
and humility, that He may cleanse you from sin, and prepare

you for His kingdom? As yon do thiy, you will have the -

happiest year that you have ever known, It will bring joy in
heavenr and joy on earth.

Many are the gifts and greetings exchanged on New Year's
Day, by parents and children, hushands and wives, brothers
and sigters, friends and acquaintances. When the day is over,
many feel a sense of relief. They have done their duty in be-
stowing pressnts, and smiles, and eompliments for the oceasion,
and there the matter is suppesed to end. The next day, and
the next, and onward to the end of ths year, bring fretful,
passionate words. . . . Oh, the record of such & year ig one
that angels are grieved and ashamsd to register, It brings
to friends and kmdred a gift of sorrow, & burdan of un-
kindness, . . .

Do we truly wish our loved ones a happy new year? Then

let uws make it Ellll?.h to them hy kifdness, by sympathy, by

cheerfulness, by ungelflsh devotion. If we conuect with Ged,
the source of peace and light and tymth, iz Spirit will flow
through us, to refresh and hlesgs all aroynd us.

This year may be our last year of life. Shall we not enter
upon 1 with thoughtful consideration? 8Shall not sincerity,
respoet, henevolence, iark onr depertment toward ally May
this year be a time that shall never be forgotten,— a time when
Christ shall ahide”with. u& saymg, # F&&ee be unto you’—
Mrs. E. G.-White, - '

' Advanceéd Schesl Secieties

THug far this ae‘n,ool y.ear thera hewe a.ppeared ne special
programs for the:advanced school soeieties in the Gazirrs,
The cffieérs of these soetetles have, we hope, besn fuceesstul in
adapting the matbqr and ‘the purpose of the ‘programs for the
societies at 1args to the LaIent and eondltwns of the institu-
tional life. Begmnmg again with the January number, it is
plamned to print each sehool month some suggestions that will
make the work of the school soeiety officers easier, and that will

prave helpful in the prometion of Missionary Volunteer interests .

in the busy life of our advaneed gchocls, We cordially imvite
gociety officers and others to mend suggestions and sueeessful
experiences to the Missionary Volunteer Deparfment.
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