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e ‘ A New Year

. I WANT a.new yoar, Ah, but new things eost!
_Welt, I will pay the price of thiz new year;
The price of patience, and the priee of time;

* The price of prayers ageending to the God

" Who was before ail years began to be,

< And will be through the new yeals as the oid;

* The price, of \partings from the lower a1ms,

* Of gtdnch adhesion to the fugged best;
The pnce of life!
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I sannot pay the price.
Pay Thnu for me, O Christ, my brother Christ!
Be Thou my patience, and be Thou my prayer;
Be Theu my strength of hard, Jaborions will.
From out Thine endlesy ages with my God
‘Brmﬂ' newness to this little year of mine. -
: 8o shall it be Thy year and not mine own,
Yet' doubly m;ne ag E shall dwell with Thee,
Yes, doubly ming as through it I shall pass
g Thine "eternity forever new.
— Amos B. Wells, in Clristion Endeavor World,

Work for the Children

Ity J;E streets of the city shall be full of .boys and glris pla,y-
Waldi the streets thercof.” Zeeh. 8: 5.

s text forms part of the beautiful picture of conditions
tored Jerusaletn, At that time-God said of the eity, %I
tarned ‘unto Zibn, and will dwell in the midst' of Jeru-
, “in\.,ind Jerusslem ‘shill be called a eity of truth; and the
kaéuh'ﬁal 'Of the Lord-of hosts the holy mountain.” Tech. 8 3.
: was E‘rqd ‘Himse!f Who planned that the strects of the re-
oF d canthlyf J erusalem, to ‘which' He expected to return and
. ‘\whlch He purposed to dwell, should- be literalty filled Wwith
‘ )_",playmg Boys, and girls. He loves the bays’ and girls. And the
. broad, oldfen streets 'of ‘the New ‘Jerngalem, where God shall

) ‘eternally dwell "wilt Lave pla.cue for the boys and -girls of ‘this
-generatlon who ara here’ led to acknowle&ge Jesus as their

- .. Baviour,
" “He loves our boys and girly individually, and counts on their
“Blling:the-place He: ‘hag prepared for’them, If any are miss-
ingravhoin, we might have saved, when He makes up His jowels,

. He. will ask of us, * Where is the- flock. that was given thee,

N

.

thy beautiful flock?” Jer, 18:20. Also that unanswerable
question ig asgked: “ What wilt thou say when He shall punish
thee?” Verse 21,

God’s plans provide that all the ehildren shall be brought to
Him, and though Satan and all his evil angels contend with us
for the souls of our children, and though he has actually taken
some of them captive, God promises that “ even the eaplives of
the mighty shall be taken away, and.lhe prey of the terrible
shall be delivered: for I will confend with him that contend-
eth with thee, and I will gave thy,echildren” Tsa. 49: 25,

This . precious, loving, and ahnighty promise should be the
great incentive that actuates us as we seek to save the ehildren.
Batan, the contender for their souls, ig pietured in the Berip-
tures as a rearing lion. The young of other animals fall easy
vietims te the stealthy and sudden onslaughts of this king of
beasts, and for this reason he makes these the special objects
of his attacks.

In the samme manner Satan, as a roaung liom, Wa.lketh abouﬁ,
seeking to devour our children, The Lord gave His servant a
pieture of these very conditions. “In the vigions of the night
1 saw siandipng by tho side of these neglected children the one
who was east out of the heavenly courts beeause he oi-ig;nated
gin. e, the enemy of souls, was watching for opportunities to
gain control of the mind of cvery child whose parveuts had not
given faithful instruetion in regard to Satan’s snares’-—
“ Counsels to Teuchers,” p. 805,

Note the foilowing from the spirit. of propheey

“When Jesus told the disciples not fo forbid the children
to conte to Him, e was speaking fo His followers in all ages,
— Lo officors of the church, fo ministers, helpers, and all Chris-
tians, Jesus ig drawing the children, and He bids.us, ‘ Suffer
them to eome;’ as if IHe would say, They will ¢ome if you do
not hinder them.”-—“ The Desire of dges” p. 517,

" He especially loves and secks to help the poorly behaved chil
dren, for “ Hig heart is drawn out, not only to the West-behaved
childreit, ‘but to those who have by inheritance o‘oJeebmnable
traits of character.”— Ibid. :

Angels are interested and will help -you. ' “ As youw t1y to
make plain the truths of salvation, and point the -children to
Christ as a personal Baviour, angela will he by your gide,~—
Thid.

Real transformation will be seen in the: children. ¢ 'The
Christian worker may be Christ’s agent in: drawing these ‘chil-
dren to the Sdviour. By wisdom and tact he may bind them
to his heart, he may give them courage and hope, and' through
the grace of Chriét may see them' tramsformed in character, so
that of them it may be said, ‘Of suech iz the kingdom.of
God, "— Ibid,

We must, ag the Saviour did, make ourselves attractive to
the children..-i#/The poorest and hamblest. were .ot afraid to
approach Him; even little childrem were attracted to Him.
They loved to climb upon His lap and to kiss that. pensive face,
benignant . with love.—* Testimonies,” ¥ol. IlI, p. 422,

We must alse, 2s Jesus did, have a yigion of the future of
these children,, “In the ghildren who were brought in cantact
with Him, Jesus saw the men and women who should be heirs
of His grace and subjects of His kingdem, and some of whom
wopld become martyrs for Hig sake—* The Deswe of Ages,”
page 518,

The field of spll‘ltual ;wmk among the children is pcrha,ps
the most promising field of Christian endeavor. “ We need fo
recognize :the Holy Spirit as.our enlightener, That Spirit loves
to address the children, and diseover to them:the treasures and
beauties of the “Word." The promises spoken by . the great
Teacher will eaptivate the senses and suimate the soul of the
child with a spiritual power that is. divine, There will grow
in the .receptive mind a familiarity with divine things whieh
will be as. a barricade against.the temptations of thazen"‘omy.

. We. may bring hundreds and thousands ¢f children to
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Ohrmt if we will work for them.”-
page e

Time is very, very short, The close of probation is hasteu-
ing on apace for the children as well as for others, ®hall we
not put forth efforts such as we have never before put forth,
using every ageney that God has provided to save the children?
May God inspire every soul who loves Him to become a per-
sonal soul-winner of children, G. A, RoperTs,

—4 Counsels to Teachers,”
H

What Is Tithe?

QoME of our good brethren and sisters seem porplexed to
know what constitutes a faithful tithe, whether they should
tithe the gross earning, or deduet ecertain expenses.

T+ would seem that a little careful thought would make this
matter plain. It is like this: In tithing, we simply take the
Lord in as a partuer in our business, He becomes a member
of the firm, so to speak. If you are a farmer, the Lord fur-
nighes the farm; for the land is His. He provides all the
horses, eattle, flocks, and fowls; for they, too, belong unto Him,
Ps.'94:1; 50:8-12, He provides the material from which all
the:farming implements are made, He gives the dew, the rain,
and the sunshine te make the erops grow, hesides furnighing
the 'seed, and feeding the teams ag well as ourselves, giving life
and. energy to all. Al this, and much more, the Lord provides,
as the genior member of the firm, Surely, wo cannot afford
to leave Him out of our business, Now, for all this He simply
says: I reserve only the one tenth as holy unto Myself, to be
used in paying the servants that I have chosen to publish My
gospel of salvation fo a lost race. 1 give you the other nine
tenths as your share, only asking that you make such freewill
offerings from it ag My Spirit may lead you to do. Surely,
our God is a reasonmable God, and nothing bui covetousness,
which is idelatry, would Iead us to withbold the share that
helongs to Him.

Suppose we were in partnership with a neighber in some
husiness, he furnishing all the capital, and reserving only the
tenth of the ineome for himself. What would you think of
the professed Christian who would fail to give even this, claim-
ing ‘that he did not know how to get at the tenth, or that he
epuld not afford to give so mueh? Would you regard such a
person a true Christian, and helieve that he had a clear title
to a mangion in the sky? But is our title any clearer because
wo take it from the Lord instead of the neighbor? I hope all
will: earefully weigh this peint.

The proeess of determining just Low much is the Lord’s
share is similar to that by whick persons in business determine
how mueh ecnstitutes each share. It may be a little diffieult
at times, but that serves all the more to remind ug that the
Lord is in the business, and thig ig one great blessing of the
tithing system; it reminds us eomstantly of the Lord.

 All the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land,
or of the frutt of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy unte the
Lord.” G. B. THOMPSON.

Speak Courage to Church Members

WHIE his duties partake more of a business nature, ‘yet
if business metheds and plans are carried ouf, to the exelu-
sion 'of the spiritual, the ehureh tressurer fails to fill properly
his office. 'With the infermation which is always at his com-
mand, he may often be the first to ‘deteet a straying from the
right path on the part of the church member. Thig is in the
matter of tithe paying. In the light of Malachi 3,1t is cleariy
avident that the moment any one bhecomes eareless regarding
the payment of his tithe, that moment he has entered npon a
wrong eourse, one that ultimately leads to eternal death.

Here is where the ehurch treasurer needs to exercise some-
thing more than husiness taet and wisdom. He needs to counsel
with' the Lord Himself, in order that he may say and do
the right things at the right time. When this is done, he is
co-operating in a definite manner with Christ to speak cour-
age to the tempted soul, for right-deing always results in
bringing eourage fo the right-doer. There are eonditions
whieh make it impossible for the treasurer to be ahle, always,
to prove to his own satisfaction, just how eertain individuals

are measuring up to their responsibilities, yet in the magonty
of cases he ecan be very eertain of his ground. *

A wise and taetful treasurer will find ways and means of
taking up this matter with individuals from a standpoint
which wiil neither antagonize nor repel. A Hitle talk on gen-
eral prineiples, a word “spoken in season,” dictated by the
Holy 8pirit, will often sink into the heart, and bring desired
results. Following out this plan the treasurer will be more
than a bookkeeper, he will be a rveal spiritual force in the
chureh, and a strong helper to the elder.

When the gentie reminder of duty fails to produce results,
then it is the absgolute duty of the elder or pastor to labor
for the member “as they that must give aeeount.” Unless
this is faithfully done, the blood of souls will be upon the
garment of the watchman, BukToN CASTLE,

A Better Preparation for Leadership

Tue officers in our churches and Sahbath schools are no
doubt busy men and women; but if they took just a iittle of
their spare time for study and seif-improvement, they would
gain in mental power and efficiencey, and they would be better
able to do justice to their work. Leadership eannot be main-
tained without study, and study is net carried on to the best
advantage without the guidance of a compstent instruetor.

The Firegide Correspondence School is operated for the
express purpose of assisting those situated as are the offiecrs
in ¢ur churehes and Sazbbath sehools and young people’s soeie-
ties to develop the talents God has intrusted to them, It
brings to your own fireside the advantages of a good sehool,
and gives you the personal guidance of sympathetie, competent
teachers,

There are many courses to ehoose from; hut the Bible studies
will probably make the largest appeal. There is a set of les-
sons on “How to Male and Conduct Bible Readings” that
many wide-awake readers of the GAZETTE wouid find not only
enjoyable, but very helpful in developing their powers of lead-
ership in Bible study. The lessons in Bible Doetrines are
very thoroughgoing, taking up all the leading points of our
faith in a systematie way. There is an excellent eourse in
Puhlie 8peaking that officers of any kind who have oceasion to
give talks or conduet Bihle studies, or who preside in public
meetings, would find very helpful and ‘well adapted to their
needs.

For those who wish to ge into studies a littie moro thor-
oughly, we have a combination of several, eliefly Bible, His-
tory, and Fnglish, on the eompletion of which the student is
awarded our Diploma in Bible,

You may take all the time you wish to finish any study or
eombination of studies, and payment may be made inm easy
monthly instalments. Many are already taking this work,
Wiil you not join the company and add at onee to your en-
joyment and your efficieney as a leader? - Full partieulars on
application to the Fireside Corvespondenece School, Takoma
Park, Washington, 1. C,

In Romans 14: 5, where Paul speaks of some who esteem ong
day above another, and some overy day alike, and says,
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind ' does he if
the Sabbath among those days? J.

R

Answer.— He does not; beeause the Sabhath is set apart by
itself and dedicated to the Lord, It is His day, and has been
given ug oniy to he used for Him. In Exodus 16 we have the
aeeount of the giving of the manna. None fell on the Sabbath.
A man ¢ould not get it on that day. Yet they were told to go
out and gather a certain portion every day. The Sabbath was
not included. Bub suppose Paul does refer to the Sahbath
and its keeping, and says, ¢ Let every man be fully persuaded
in his own mind.” How would you he persuaded that you
ought to keep it Would it not be to keep it just as the Lord
has told us in other places that we ought to do? — Uriah Smith,
in the Question Chair, Beview and Herald, June 18, 1901,

JESUS CHrisT does not want to be our helper; He wants to
be our life. He does not want ug to work for Him; He wants
us to let Him work through us— Trumbull.
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CHRIST AS A GUEST IN~ THE HOME

Suggestive Outline for Home Missionary
Service

(% Family Altar Day” January 3)
“ Father, We Come to Thee,”” No. 526, ¢ Christ

Gen. 18: 19.

OPENING SoONG;

in Song.”
Seripture Reading: Deut, 6: 1-25,

Prayer.

Chureh missionary seeretary should glve a brief report of the
missionary work of the chureh during 1924,

Offering.

Song: % Love at Home,” No, 580, “ Christ in Song,” or speeial
SO,

Family Aﬁ:a&' Day service: “ The Family Altar.”

A Brief Reading: “ Family Worship and the Chikd.”

Reading: * The “Home Glovified.”

The Family Altar Covenants should be passed to congregation,
and all invited to rededicate themselves and thelr homes
to God.

Closing Song: “I Will Never Leave Thee,” No, 697, ¢ Christ
in Song.”

Benedietion.

Text:

Note to the Leaders

Sabba.th Janwvary 8, & Family Aliar Day by action of the
General Conferenoe Committee at the Spring Council held in
Takoma Park in April, 1924. The material provided in this
isgne of the (Gtagwrre has been gathered with the hope that it
may be found helpful in making this important appointment a
rea! spiritual uplift to our people, and result in the erection of
family altars where none have been in the homes of our mem-
bers, and the restoration of family worship where the practice
has been forgotten or neglected. We look to our ministers and
church elders to make this service the heginning of a year of
more earnest devotion in the homes of our members, a real
turning of the hearts of the fathers to the chﬂdlen of the
children to their fathers,

The Family Altar
ARTHUR W. SPALDING

TaE center of all religious teaching in the home is the in-
stitution of the family prayers, or family worship, or, in the
figurative term.that is often used, the family altar.

; From the very earliest times this form of eommunion with
. God has been in the praetice of the worshipers of the true
God, When Adam and Eve sinned and were thrugi out of the
garden of Eden, the plan of salvation was immediately put into
operation by God, and the fallen raee were bidden to look to
' . Him who was to be their Bedeemer, The symbol of the saeri-
fieial lamb was instituted to point forward to the Sin-Bearer;
and at the gate of Bden the smoke of the saerifice ascended,
with the prayers of the lost but not forsaken family of man.

Throughout the pairiarchal age this service of sacrifice and
prayer was obseryed. We see Abraham, father of the faithiul,
W1th the thousand souls of his encampmeni, standing as the
) pnest of his family and his followers, and hy faith receiving
~*.bhe forgivenesy and the favor of God whieh made him and

therh 20 mlghty an mﬁuenee in all their world, « Wherever

he pitelied his tent, he get up beside it the altar for saerifie
fa,nd Worshlp When the tent was removed the alﬁar remained;
" and many & r(wmg Canaamte, whose know]edge of Glod had
" been gained from the tife of Abraham His' servant, tarried at

.that altar to offer sacr:ﬁee to Jehovah s Educmtwn,” p. 187,

“« Like the patriarchs of old, those who p]ofess to love God

“ghould efect an altar to the Lord wherever they piteh their
_ tent. Tf ever there was’ a time when every house should be a
“house of prayer, it is now. Fathers and mothers should often

et up their hearts 0 God in humble suppheatmn for, them-

_selves and their childven. Let the father as priest of the honse-

‘hold, lay upon the altar of Goc’{ i:he morning and evening
(‘Tsacrlﬁce, white the wife and c.hﬂdren unite in prayer and praise.

In such a household, Jesug will love to tarry.”—¢ Patrigrchs

and Prophets,” p. 144,

Rightly conceived and r:ght]y \&onducte& the exercise. of
family worship'is a penoa ‘of instruction appropriate to the age
of the participants, and of a spiritual culture which fizes the
‘habit of reverence and faith.

That there must be religioms instruetion of children by
Christian parents camnot be denied. That this instruction
should include a progressive knowledge of God and His rela-
tiong to men, of the proper mode of approaching Him in prayer,
of the means of learning His will for us through His inspired
Word, the Bible, is admitted by all Chrigtians, That to be
effective, this mstruction must be periodic and systematie, is
self-evident to every intelligent person. @iven these factors,
we have family worship, However conducted, whatever the
minutite of its program, such religious instruetion ecomstitutes
family worship. Christian parents will see to it that the in-
stitution of family worship is established and maintained in
their homes, else the knowledge and practice of religion will
die out of those homes.

Influence upon the Community

The family in which there is sincere prayer will be marked
in any eommunity, not beeause they are seen praying, or heard
praying, but beeause their lives festify to ecommunion with God,
Of eourse, the mere formality of praying is of no value, any
more than was the prayer of the Pharisee who loved to stand
on the street corner praying, and be honored for his ostenta-
tious piety. Such prayer, whether personal or in family wor-
ghip, is an offense to God and man, DBut earnest, sincere,
cheerful prayer assures thai conmection with God which makes
the private and pubilic life of the petitioner a blessing to his
fellow men.

The children in the family who day by day take part in the
service of family worship will feel an infiuence upon their
minds and hearts that femds ever upward, that makes them
sense they are rcpresentatives of the kingdom of Jesus Christ,
and that holds them in self-discipiine in all their relations with
their fellows, "The family that regularly and rightly holds
family worship will be a power in the community beeause of
the lives they live.

Nor is the influence of the act of worship itself to be ignored,
In the life of the true Christian family the act canuot be osten-
tatious, it will not he ‘paraded; mnevertheless it will be known
in the neighborhood that here is a Christian family set out
from the erowd by the faet that they maintain the practice of
family prayers. As Noah prcached by his building of the ark,
so the Christian father and mother will preaeh to the world
by this aet of faith, -

“ If ever there wag 2 time when every houge should he a house
of prayer, it is now, Infidelify and sképticism prevail. Iniqg-
uity abounds, Corruption flows in the vital eurrents of the
goul, and rebellion against God breaks out in the life, En-
glaved by #in, the moral powers are under the tyranny of
Satan. The soul is made the sport of his temptations; and
unless some mighty arm is stretehed out to reseme him, man
goes where the archrebel leads the way. ‘

“And yet, in this $ime of fearful peril, some who profess
to be Christians have no family worship, They do not honor
Glod in the home; they do mnot teach their children to love and
fear Him. Many have.separated themselves so far from Him
that they feel under condemmation in approaching Him., They
cannot ¢ come boldly unto the throng of grace,’ ‘lifting up holy
hands, without wrath and douhting’ Heb. 4: 16; 1 Tim. 2: 8.
They have not a living conneetion with God. Theirs is a form of
godliness vgithdut the power’—* Testimonies,” Vol, FII, p. 42.

Causes

The caunses of neglect of famlly worship in nommally Ghrxs-
tian families are commonly one or more of these three,— lack
of time, lack of interest, consemusness of unforgiven gins,
Think it over, and see if that 1s not so, -

"Take the ﬁrst~ment10ned cause. At some time fa.mlly “‘wor-
ship i3 begun, and the praetlce is carried on for a time. DBub
there comes a morning when the family oversleep. The father
must rush to get to work, the mother is hurried and worried,
the children must b prepared and rushed off to school. Time
must be saved somewhere, DBreakfast must be eaten, for we
cannot go without eating, even thougl hastily. But we say:
“Well, we are sorry, hut we shall have no time for prayers
this morning,” And we let it -go.

We do not intend te do it again, but & few mornings later
the same thing oceurs. 7The children become accustomed to
omission of the worship, and.are likely to dillydally until
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breakfast time; and father and mother, witlr some feecling of
guilt, lose more and more the habit of family worship.

Take the second cause. The manner ‘in whieh family wor-
ship is often eondueted is this: the family drifé together, per-
haps with repeated ealls to some ‘megligent member: of the
family; the father or mother opens the Bible and resds s
ehapter anywhere, without previous refleetion or thought of
itsiappropriateness or eomprekensibility; then the family kneel
in prayer, and.perhaps the father prays the same prayor svery
day, varying his phrases a little for shame of repetition, but
yet: showing that he is not really seeking' God. The prayer
ended, the members rise, and without: ceremony wend their
several ways to their work. That sort of empty ceremony will
soon kill all interest in family worship. . It i, indeed, a greater
cause than the first why family worship-is being lost out of
the homes, and it is contributory to the. first eause. o

Take the third canse, How, many and many a father and
mother have not the close relation with their heavenly Father
that makes them certain of His favor! Perhaps we cherish
some sin, some indulgence, because we do not want to give
it up; and it condemns us. Perhaps we fecl too guilty. be-
caqse of known sing, and fear to come to God for forgiveness.
Perhaps we have stumhled and failed so many times that we
are {iseouraged.
God with our ¢hildren in Worsth, and make it more than a
mummery, & heathenish performance, in which we neither take
any interest nor have any faith? This cause, I am persuaded,
is the ehief of all, and contributory to both the second and the
first e'adse.

Rémedies

What are the remedies? TFor certainly we eannot allow siich
causes to stand between us and God, between us and our duty
to our children,

Take the last first. The remedy for the condemnation under
which we are erushed iy to ecome to Christ and receive His
forgiveness. We must believe His promises: “ Come unto Me,
all 'ye' that labor and are heavy laden, and X will give you rest.”
Matt, 11: 28, “ Him that eometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out.” John 6: 37, “If we confess our sing, He is faithful and
gust to forgive us our sins, and to cieanse us from all unright-
cousness,” 1 John 1:0. Every night Imow that your sins are
forgcwen every morning rise with the joy of a free soul. And
then that Joy will be manifest in the homs, and the greatest
caise of the neglect of famﬂy worshlp will be removed,

'Take the second. The way to remedy the lack of interest 15
té put brams into your rellgﬂous exercise and beaohmg. 1t
takes some eﬂolt s0me planmng, to make the servies interest-
mg, but it 15 worth it.

Take the first. The remedy for lack of time is system. It
is not that we lack time, but’ that we do not plan and use our
finte’ anght Lack of system i in homes is responsible for more
111s than any other lack

P o

“,t . . Musie.in Family Worship

“Tn § sbhse the Tather is the priest of the household, laying
updn’ the family altar the mommg and evening sacnﬁoe. But
the wife 'axrid’ c:}n]dreh should umte in prayer, and’ JOHI in the
song of -praise, ' In the mornmg hefore he leaves home for
his-daily*iabor, let the father gather his ehildren abodt him, and
bowing before God, commit them.to the eare of the Father in
heaven, When the cares of the day are past, Jet the family
utits in oft‘ermg gratefal prayer And 1alsmg the song of pralse,
in acknowledgment of dmme ea’re du:rmg the day.— The
Mipisthy of Healing” p. 32,

“ The melody of prsuse i§ the atmosphere of heaven; and
whén heaven eomsg in touoh WJth the ea.rth there ig musie a.nd
sonO——‘Thanksmvmg, and the voxce of melody.?

“ Above ths new- oreated earth as it lay, fair and unblem
1shed under the smile of God, ‘the mprning stars sang to-
gether, a.nd a.ll the sops. of God shouted for joy.’ So human
hearts, ,.in sympathy. with heaven, have.respouded to God’s
goodness In notes of prajsp., Many of the events of human
hmtory have been linked with' song)—*Education,” p. 161,
o i With. & song, Jesus in . His esrthly life met temptabion.
Often svhen, sharp, -stinging’ worvds were spoken, 'often ' when
the ratmosphere about -Him “wag heavy with gloom, with dist

Tn such a condition how ean we approach -

satisfaetion, distyust;~or oppressive i'ear, was. heard HJ.S song
4f ‘faith and holy cheer .. . - BER

“ Amidgt the deepening shadows of earth’s last great erisis,
God’s” light will. shine, brightest, and the song.of hope:and
trust will be heard in cleatest and loftiest strains”— Id.,
page 166, - - < :

In all too few homes wherp famﬂy worsh:p is Gond_ucted is
music a part of the exereise. ‘And a great part of the reason
why family worship becomes formal and uninteresting, is be-
epuse of the laek of song. Song inspires the. mind and fills
the heart with courage. Bong gives opportunity 'for every ome
to take aetive ‘part in the worship, and thereby unifies the
members. Song is fitting to both the, beginning and the close
of worship. Song is the frankineente of the altar's offering, a
sweet-smelling sacrifice to God, No experience is so oharming as
the sweet and innoeent chorus of our children’s volees jomed
with ours in praise to God. .

Have a speeified time for morning and evemng worship,
Then teach the children to come quietly and reverently to their
places. By your oxample teach them that we are to “tread
softly here,” coming not with loud talking, and about common
matters, but with eheerful, quiet mauner, to the opening of
the audience with God.

Open the worship with a song. Tave that song selected
heforehand, so that there is no deley and dizorder in starting.
The father, in charge, may have chosen the hymm, or he may
call upon the family for a choice, though I think it is better
in the Iatter ease to have suggested befcnehand to one child
or another that he have his chosen hyn:m ready. .

It is well to close the serviee with'a: verse of somg, 'The
easual way in which so many families rise from their knees,
and without a pause turn their backs upon one another and go
about their duties, iy painful. Rathor, let every one take his
seat after prayer, and then sing a familiar hymmn, even if but
one verse. It gives a beautiful finish td the aet of worship,

#The value of song as a means of edueation should never he
lost sight of. Tet thers be ginging in the home, of songs that
are sweet and pure, and there will be fewer words of censure,
and more of cheerfulness and hope and joy. Let thers be
singing in the sechool, and the pupils will be drawn elogser to
God, to their teachers, and: to one anothet.

¢ As a part of religious service, singing is as mueh an aet
of worshipras is prayer. Indeed, many a song i4 prayer. 'If
the ehild is taught to realize thig, he will think more of the
meaning of the words he smgs, and- w1ll bs mote sugeeptible -
to their. power, - -+

“ As our Redeemer leads us to-the thfeshold ‘of the Infinite,
flushed with the glory of God, we may cateh the themes of
praise and thanksgiving from the heavenly thoir Tound' about
the throne; and as the echo of thé angels’ song is awakened
in our earthly homes, hearts will be drawn closer.to the heav-
enly singers, Heavew’s communion beging én earth, We leamn
here the keynote of .its praise.”—* Educationt p. 168.

‘The Scriptures In Fa»mcily Worship

The use of the Seriptures in family Wors]np requires thought
that it may be profitable and interesting to' ‘the different mem-
bers of the family partmpatmg Whatever is read should, so
far'as it is poqmble to make it como w:thm the eomprehensmn
of "all’ thise present. Of oourse the baby ea.nnot understand,:
but children old enough to eomprehend stones will taks deep
interest if the Scnpture lesson ig narratlve, espeeml]y if, When
necdssary; the’ archaie’ phmseology of the common versions be
transleted into’ terms they understand . .

If, then, there he children, let the Senpture selseted be
story It is mot neessary fo read the Bible, or .any hook of
the' Bible, stra:ght through w1thout omlssmns Seleet the nar;
rative Portions to ‘read. If a.ny [pa,rt of it seems d:fﬁoult for
the' ¢hild mingd, explam 1t in brief, comment There may be
some brisf parts ‘not nar}'atlve whmh -are within ,the compre-
hension of the _ehild, wﬂ;h 01' w1ﬁhout explanation, and which
may f:herefore be u}oluded

We dre not wholly conﬁned to narratzve, however even for
children. The devotional literature of the Blble is vohmunous,
and many of the Psalms, for msta,noe, 210 such, as delight the
heart ‘of & ‘ehitd, "

The Proverbs, also, shonld be read and memorlzed mueh,
more than they are. Some one has sur}nlsed that the Secotch
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owe much of thely woll-known shrewdness to the diligence with
which their mothers and fathers required them to study the
Proverbs of Sclomon, It is mot well, however, to read a
whele chapter of Proverbs at once, without stopping for
thought. Bach proverb (usually each verse), heing a proverb,
is packed full of gententious thought; and' it would usually he
much better to take only two or three proverbs, with comment
and illustration or with effort to memorize one, than to run
rapidly and without thought over a large number.

Other passages of teaching, such as the Sermon on thé Mount,
the prophecies of Jesus, and some parts of His falks to His
diseiples, ag the Lord's promise in the first of John 14, arc
quite comprehensible by the child six years oid or more.

But every father and mother conducting worship shouid
observe how their children relate themselves to the seriptures
used, and seek by study and experiment to adapt their reading
to their comprehension, Of course, the interests of older mem-
bers of the family are not to be neglected, and there may he
oceasions when other portiens of Seripture may well be used,
even though bevend the comprehension of the children; but in
the main the children’s interests should come flvst, in the assur-
ance that whatever the children ean wnderstand, adults also ean
understand.

“ The father, and, in his absence, the mother, should conduet
the worship, seleeting a portion of Seripture that is interesting
and casily understood. The service should be short. When a
leng ehapter is read and & leng prayer offered, the serviee is
made wearisorie, and at its close a seuse of relief is felf, Geod
is dishomored ‘when the hour of woership is made dry and irk-
some, when it is so tedious, so lacking in interest, that the
children dread it."— Testimondes,” Vol. VII, p. 43.

Prayer in Family Worship

“ By sincere, sarnest prayer parents shonld make a hedge
about their children. They sbould pray with full faith that
‘God will abide with them, and that Lioly angels will gnard them
and their children from Satan’s eruel power.”— Ibid,

“ Prayer ig the soul’s sincere desire” We cannot say that
the prayer in family worghip is more impertant than any
other part of the service, but that it is very important is evi-
dent from a moment’s thought. The reading of the Bible iz

. the speaking of God to us; prayer is our speaking to God.

What impregsion’ the word of God to us i havirg upon our
minds and hearts, net alome at ihe time of reading but all
the time, will be in some degree manifest in what we have to
gay to Cod,

It is true, of eourse, that some of us are not so eloguent in

( speech ag ofthers, and that our attifude and relation e God

caunot be wholly determined by the apparent ferveney of our
prayers,
“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire,
Uttered or umexpressed.”

Nevertheless, the gommunion of the heart with God will have
its effect in our spoken werd. And the influence of parents’
prayers upon their children who hear them is no small part
of the value of family worship.

We ghould make out family prayers brief. No one can set a
definite length of time, for the cirenmstances — time, feeling,
spiritual aimosphere — modify it; but 19 it arbitrary to say

. that gederally a one or two minute prayer is hetter than a

K

long prayer, especially where there are litile childven in the
group? It is very hard for children to remain in ome position
long. ; '

. Bhort prayers will offen’ permit more than one prayer o be
made, Where there are in the family growp ounly the father and

~the mother and one or two childrem, it is very possible to have

prayer frem all in at least one of the two daily family prayer
seasons, Where there are more in the family, it may net be
advigable to make the Jengthy prayer serviee which the par
tieipation of all-would invelve; but this may be left to the
judgment of the parents. Buot remember that you should net
be heard for your much speaking. :

“Use not valn repetitions.” The same impulse to make ont
Trayers impressive to our human hearers leads to. repetition of
thought or a long dwelling upon one matter. Notice the brev-
ity of mention in the Lord’s Prayer about the progress of the
gospel and the gecond advent: “ Thy kingdom ecome” Three
words! Certainly we may exceed that number of words, but

they are more than a hint to us to comcentrate our thought
and te give foree to our expression by brevity.

It is natural that the prayer should he directed foward what
the minds of the family have. been stadying: Suppose some
particular phase of the mission work has been vead about or
mentioned that very morning, or recently,— an incident on the
border of Tibef, for instance, ot a new station established in
Congoland,—will not the thought of “ Thy kingdom ecome,”
be embodied in a brief petition for God’s Llessing upon Brother
Smith here or Brother Jones there, with their coworkers whe
are bearing the burden with him? Axnd then another morning
angther subject will be uppermost.

‘We should teach our littie children te pray. As soon as they
are ahble te frame gentences, teach them a simple little prayer.
If it ig in rhyme, they will more easily remember it, but a
ghort prayer in prose will be easily learned. Little children
will to a great degree imitate our own prayers, both as to eon-
tent and as to form., Let us not separate ourselves from tlhiem
in thought, whether in song, or prayer, or teaching, Let us
not only teach them to pray, but give them cpportunity to
pray in family worship. At least once in the week this op-
portunity showld be given, and well it is if they have more
frequent opportunity.

Then let us say, “ Amen,” and tedeh them to say, “ Amen.”?
The frequent interlarding of interjections by the lstener dut-
ing prayer is not agreeable te some; certainly it should be
governed not by fashion nor by hypoerisy, but by real and
special feeling, But in any ease it is beautiful, and cortainly
right, that at the conclusion of every prayer every membear of
the household sheuld say, “ Amen.” And children, little or
blg, who are rightly trained, as well as parents, will be glad
to give this evidence of their atfention and approval.

“ Fathers and mothers, each morning and evening gather
your ghitdren arouud you, and in humble sepnlication 1ift the
heart to God for help. Your dear ones are expesed to temp-
tation. «+ Daily onnoyanees beset the path of young and cld.
Those whoe would live patient, loving, cheerfel lives must pray.
Onty by receiving constant help from God ean we gain the
vietery over self.

“Each morning congecrate yourselves and your children to
God for that day. Make no calenlation for months or years;
these are not yours. Ome brief day is given you. As if it
were yeur last on earth, work during iis hours for the Master.
Lay all your plang before God to be carried out or given up, as
His providence shall indicats. Accept His plans instead of
your .own, even though iheir acceptance reguires the abandon- -
ment of cherished projects. Thus the life will be molded more
and wmore after the divine example; and ‘ihe peace of Geod,
which passeth all understanding, sball keep your hearts and
mindg through Christ Jesus”’ Phil 4: 77— Testimonies,” Vol,
VI, p. 44,

“ As you faithfully do your duty in the home, the father as
a priest of the household, the mother as a home missionazy,
you are multiplying agencies for doing goed outgide of the
home. As you improve your own powers, you are becoming
better fitted to Iabor in the church and in the neighhorheod.
By binding your children to yourselves and to Glod, fathers and
mothers and children become laborers together with God.’—
Id., p. 67.

Family Worship and the Child

Wz had just come from a home where death had taken the
father of three young children, and our heart was touched by
the pathetic wail of the youngest, a primary child, « And
I prayed and prayed, but God teok my daddy.” We econid
not explain to the Jittle fellow why hiz daddy had to go, but
we were impressed by the faet that a child go small took
seriously the matier of prayer, and had tried to intercede in
behalf of his father whe was so ill. Indeed, the faet that he
prayed at all was significant of the devotion and faith of that
family, and we could not help feeling that a parent has not
Iived in vain whe has brought hig or her ehildren to the throne
of God, and by example faught them to voice their petitions
and their thanksgivings. Perhaps they do not understand why
the answer is not as they hope and expect,— neither do we
who are older,— but if they contimue in cloge fellowship with
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their heavenly Father, their joy will more than eompensate for
dispppointment over what they eannot comprehend.

There is enly one way by which we may help our children
develsp and eultivate a reverent intimaey with Ged, and that
is by eonstantly living close to Him ourselves, by reading His
Word to them and with them, by daily commmunieation with
Him as an unseen member of the family group. ‘It is abso-
lutely futile to #ell others, partieularly those of tender and
impressionable age, that they should study their Bibles and
should pray beecause it is the right and proper thing to do.
But when we exemplify our teacbing in our own conduet, when
eonversation with Him is frequent-and unrestrained, and when
our living day in and day out ig an evidence of His presence
with us, then we ean in all sincerity show them the way, for
we shall he walking the way with them.

Little children are full of faith. May our Christian homes
protect and comserve it. Let us have thoughiful Bible read-
ing and unembarrassed family worship that will be an inspi-
ration from early childhood.— The Baby's Mother, Vol. X111,
No..2, April-June, 1923.

“You have not zealously performed your duty to your ohil-
dren. You have not devoted sufficient time to family prayer,
and you have not required the presence of the entire house-
heold. The meaning of ‘hushand’ is house-band. All mem-
berg of the family center in the father. e is the lawmaker,
itlustrating in his own manly bearing, the sterner virtues, en-
ergy, integrity, honesty, patiense, courage, diligenee, and prac-
tical usefulness. The father iz in one sensge the priest of the
hiousehold, laying upen the altar of God the morning and eve-
ning saerifice, The wife and childrea should be encouraged to
unite in this offering, and also to engage in the seng of praise.
Morning and evening, the father, as priest of the household,
should confess to God the sins committed by himself and his
children through the day. Those sing which bave come to hig
knowledge, and also those which are secret, of which God’s eye
alone has taken cognizanee, should he confessed. This rule
of action, realously earried out by the father when he is pres-
ent, or by the mother when he is absent, will resuly in hlessing
to the family - Testimonies,” Vol. II, p. 701,

“Pam first line of defense of the Ropuhlic from the enemy
without and the enemy within iy not the Navy or the Army,
hut the home, This great nation was founded on the little
group of sturdy Christian homes that eonstituted Plymouth
Colony, and it is to the American home that America owes its
greatness and power, not to its commerce, its mighty fleets, or
its victorious armies, It is the source of cur stronglh, and we
eannot lessen its influence or importauce without dangerously
weakening the very foandation of the Republic, KXeep the
home- fires burning, and Bolshevism and LW.W.ism and an-
archy will die of malnutrition”—John W. Wecks, Secretary
of War.

The Home Glorified

Tuere are two great forces I every home. I speak of the
father and the mother, although the ehildren, too, have their
part in either making or breaking a household.

The mother stands fivat, There are cerlain things which
must be irue of every mother. She must be a Christian. The
father may fail if he must, but if the mother fail, God pity
the ehildron! She must be. eonsistent. The children may
forget the inconsistencies of the father, but when the mother
fails, the impression iz as lasting as time and almost as
oternify, She must be prayerful. I do not know of anything
that }fts so many burdens, or puts upon the face such a look
of heauty as the spirit of prayer. And she must study her
Bible. When we pray we talk with God, but when we read
the Bihle God talks with us; and every mother needs His
counsel.

A poor young man stood hefore a judge in a great eourt
to be sentenced to death. When asked if he had anything
to say, he bowed his head and sald, “Oh, Your Homor, if
only I had had a mother! ¥

The following is a sketeh, full of touching interest, of g
little ragged newshoy who had lost his mother, In the tender-

ness of his affection for her, he was determind that he would
raise a stone to her memory.

His mother and he had kept house together and they had
been sll to each other, hut now she was taken, and the little
fellow's loss was irreparable. Getting a sbtone was no easy
task, for his earnings were small; but love is strong., Going
to a eatter’s yard and finding that even the cheaper class of
stones were far too expensive for him, he at length fixed
upon a broken shaft of marble, part of the remains of an
accident in the yard, which the proprietor kindly named at
such a low figure that it eame within his means. There was
much yet to be done, but the brave little chap was equal to it.

The next day he conveyed the stone away on s four-wheeled
cart, and managed to have it put in position. ‘The narrator,
curious to know the last of the stone, visited the cemetery
one afternoon, and he thus describes what he gaw and learned:

“fYere it ig’ said the man in eharge, and sure enough,
thore was the monument, at the head of one of the newer
graves. I knew it at omee. ‘Just as it was when it left our
yard? I was going 1o say, until I got a little nearer to it and
gaw whaf the little chap had dome. I tell you when I saw
it someihing blurred my eves, so that I couldn’t read it at
firgf, The little man had {ried to keep the lines straight, and
evidently thought that capitals would make it lock better and
bigger, for nearly every letter was a eapital. I copied it, and
here it is; but you want to see it on the sione to appreeiate it:

MY mOTHER

SHEE DIED LAST WEAK

SHEE WAS ALL I HAD. SHE

SED SHEAD Bee WaITING FuR
and here, hoys, the lettering stopped. After a while I went
back to the man in ‘charge, and asked him what further he
knew of the little follow who had brought the stome. Not
much,’ he said, ‘not much. Didn’t you notice a fresh little
grave nsar the ol with the stone? Well, that’s where he is.
Ho eame here every afternoon for seme time, working away
at that stone, and one day I missed him, and then for several
days. Then a man eame out from the church that had buried
the mother, and ordered a grave dug by her side. I asked if it
was for the little ¢hap. e said 3t was. The boy had sold
all his papers one day, and was hurrying along the street cut
this way. Tlere was a runaway team just above the erossing,
and — well -— he wag run over, and 1vved but a day or two. He
had in his hand, when he was picked up, an old file, sharpened
down to a point, with which he did al the lettering. They
said be seemed to he thinking only of that until he died, for
he kept saying, X didn't get it done, but she’ll know I meant
to finish it, won’t she? I'Il tell her so, for she’ll he wailting
for me,” and he died with those words on his lips’¥ When the
men in the cutter’s yard heard the story of the boy the next
day, they clubbed together, got a good stone, inserihed upon it
the name of the newsboy, which they succesded in getting from
the superintendent of the Sunday school which the littie fellow
attended, and underneath it the touching words, “ He loved his
mother.”

God pity the mother with such an influence as this if she is
leading in the wrong direetion! .

It is necessary also to say just a word about the father,
Thers are many picturss of fathers in the Bible. Jacob gives
us one when he cries, “ Me have ys bereaved of my ehildren”

David gives another when he eries, “ (0 Absalom, my sonl”
The father of the prodigel adds o new touch of beauty to the
picture when he ealls for the best robe to be put on his boy.
I allow no ons to g6 beyond me in paying trihute to a mother’s
love, but I desire in some special way to pay tribute to the
deyotion and consistency of a father, There are special requi-
sites which must he made without which no father ean maintain
his God-given position.

He must be a Christian, I rode along a country voad with
my little boy some time age. T found that he was speaking to
my friends just as I spoke to them., One man called my atten-
tion to it and said, “It is amusing, isn’t it%7* To me it was
anything but amusing. If my boy is to speak as I speak,
wallk as I walk, then God help me to walk as a Christian! -

‘He must be a man of prayer. No man ean bear the burdens
of life or mect its responsibilities properly if he i3 a stranger
to prayer.
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He must be a man of Bible study. One of the most priceless
treasures I have is a Bible my father sindied, the pages of
which he turned over and over, and which I mever used to resd
without a great heart throb.

He must algso erect in his house a family aliar. I know that
many business men will say that this is impossible, but it is not
impossible. If your business prevents your praying with your
children, then there must be something wrong with your busi-
ness, Lf your life prevents it, then you ought to see to it that
your life js made right, and that quickly.

I have g friend, George R. Stuart, one of the truest men I
know, who gives the following picture of a Christian home:

“ When I was preaching in Nashville, at the conelusion of
my sermon a Methodist preacher came up and laid bis hand
upon my shoulder and said: ‘ Brother Stuart, how your sermon
today earried me back to my home! My father was a local
preacher, and the best man L ever saw. We have a large famiiy;
mother is still at home, and I should like to see all the ehildren
together onee more and have you come and dedicate our home
to God, while we all rededicate ourselves to God hefore precious
old mother leaves, If you will come with me, I will gather all
the family fogether next Friday fox that purpose’

“T consented to go. The old home was a short digtance from
the eity of Nashville. Theve were a large numbey of brothers
and sisters, One was a farmer; oue was a doctor; one was &
real estate mau; one was a bookkeeper; one was a preacher;
they repregented many professions of life. The preacher brother
drove me out to the old home, where all the ¢hildren bad gath-
gred. As we drove up fo the gate, I saw the brothers standing
in Wttle groups abeut the yard, whittling and talking, Did you
pever stand in the yard of the old home after an absence of
many years, and enbertain memories browght up by every
beaten path and tree, gate and building, about the old placo?
I was intreduced to these neble-looking men who, ag the preacher
brothar told ms, were all members of churches, living consistent
Christian lives, save the yeungest boy, who had wandeved away
a Lttle. The real object of tbis visit was to bring him back
to God,

“The old mothm was indescribably happy. There was a
smile lingering in the wrinkles of her dear old face, We all
gathered in the large old-fashiomed family room in the old-
fashioned semicirele, with mother in her natural place in the
eorner. The preacher hrother laid the large family Bible in
my lap and said, ‘Now, Brether Stuart, you are in the home
of a Methodist preacher; do what you think best.’

“T replied: “ As I &it today in the family of a Methodist
preacher, let us begin our service by an old-fashioned expe-
rienee meeting. I waut each child, in the oxder of your ages,
to tell your cxperience/’

“ The oldest arose and pointed his finger at the oil portraii
of his father, hanging on the wall, and said in substance aboui
as follows: ¢ Brother Btuart, there is the picture of the hest
father God ever gave a family, Many a time he has faken me
to his secret place of prayer, put his hand on my head, and
prayed for his boy. And at every turn of my life, since he has
left me, I have felt the pressure of his hand on my head, and

“ have seen the teals upan his face, and have heard the prayers

from his trembling lips. I have not been se good a man since
]’118 death as I ought {0 have been, but I stand up bere today
to tell you and my brothers and sigters and my dear cld mother
that T am going to live a better life from thia hour until T dies
Ovelcome with emotion he took hig seaf, and the children in
order spoke on the same Hne, Fagh one rcferred to the place
of seeret prayer and the father’s hand upon the head. At last

. we came to {he youngest boy, who with his face buried in his

hands wag sobbing, and refused to speak, The preachar brother
very pathetically said, ‘Buddy, say a word; there is no one
here but the family, a.nd it will help you/

% e arose, holding the back of his chair, and looked up at

. me and said: ¢ Brother Btuart, they tell me that you have come

to dedieats this home to God; but my old mother there has
never let it gst an iuch from God. They tell you that this
meeting is ealled that my brothers and sisfers may dedicate
their liveg to God, but they are good. I know them: I am the
only black sheep in this flock. Every step I have wandered
away from God and the life of my precious father, I have felt
lis hand upon my head and have keard Iis blessed words of

prayer. Today I come back to God, back to my father's life,
and so help me God, I will never wander away again/

“ Following his talk ecame a buxst of sobbing and shouting,
and I started that old hymn, ¢ Amazing gracel how sweet the
gsound, That saved a wretech like mel’ and we had an old-
fashioned Methodist clasg meeting, winding up with a shout,
As T walked away from that old homestead, T said in my heart,
‘It is the salt of a good iife that saves the childrem’ A boy
never gets over the fact that he had a good father—* du Old-
Fashwoned Home pp. 8-15.

Suggestmns for Making “ Family Altar Day ™
a Success

“Tf ever there was a time when every honse
¥ Testimonies,” Vol,

1. RENEMBER:
should be a house of prayer, it i3 now,”’—
VII, p. 43.

2, “The mission of the home cxtends beyond its own mem-
bers, The Christian home is to be an object lesson, illustrating
the cxcellence of the true principles of life. Sueh an illustra-
tion will be a power for good in the world.”

3. Family Altar Day wasg officially appointed by the CGeneral
Conference Committee sitting in Spring Council. The official
date is Sabbath, January 3,

4, Give ample timoe to preparation for this serviece. Parts
should be assigned at least three weeks before the scrvice is
to be held,

5. If the pastor is to preach om the topie, “The Family
Altar” he should know it long enough heforehand to arrange
his work accordingly.

6. In counsel with the church derk, list every family rep-
regented in the chureh, making nofe as to family conditions;
i, e, whether hoth parents are bellevers, or which; and if
neither parent, then how many of the children are beliovers.

7. Endeavor te ascertain the number of families where fam-
ily worship is conducted either morning or evening or both,
A vidit to the home of every church member may be necessary
t0 securs this information, In s large chureh several persons
should be assigned to eall en our memhers to anlist their co-
operation in establishing a “ family altar” in every home rep-
regented in the chureh.

8. Seme time of the weekly prayer meeting immediately pre-
ceding the Family Altar Day slould be used to emphasize the
importance of family worghip.

8. Urge members to read the gection entitled, “ The Home,”
in “The Ministry of Healing.”

10. Becure & sufficient supply of Family Altar covenants to
be signed at the close of the service, Sabbath, January 3,

THE INQUIRER'S CORNER

THis eorner will be uged to answer questions eoncern-
ing the “ better way ” of planning missionary woerk, soly-
ing problems, and gefting results. Pass in your questions,
sugpestions, ete,, to the department.

Question: ““Who is fe be the leader of the missionary work
of the church}” )

A recommendation adopted at the Fall Council of the General
Counference, dated Oect. 26, 1920, reads:

“ WHEREAS, ‘ The. church of Chrigt has been organized on
earth for missionary purposes,” and the clder stands related to
the church ag the conference president stands velated to the
conferenee; therefere,

# Resolved, That we reaffirme our rceognition of the elder as
leader of the missionary work of the ebureh; and further,

“We f'ecommmd 1. That sueh recognition of leadership be
formally reglsbered through the vote of the ehurches at each
annual election; and,

“2. That, in the event the elder is unable to- discharge his
duties as missionary leader, and he and the chureh fee! that
it is best for the advancement of the missionary work of the
church for another memher to take this résponsibility, a capable
persen he selected and elected to eo-operate with the elder as
migsionary leader of the chureh.”
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! Mlissionary Wolunteer
@ - Department

Devotional Meeting for January 3
Topic: Preparation Before Power.
Senior
Song Bervige. :
. Opening Song.
Prayer.
Tallz: “Daity Bread.”
. Morning ‘Wateh Drill.
. Recitation: ©“ The Morning Wateh.”
Special Musie.
. Talk or Paper: “ His Blessing.”
. Recitation: * Aecording to the Power.”
. Talk; *“Preparation Before Power”
. Announcements and Reports,
. Closing Song and Prayer,
Junior

e R Y

[y
[0 o

. Song Berviee.
Opening Song.
Prayer.

. Leader’s Remarks,
. Musie (Bpecial).
. Morning Wateh Drill,

Talk; ‘Daily Bread.”

. Recitation: ¢ A Little Talk with Jesus,”

. Talk: ¥ Seeking Guidanee.”

. Malk: “His Blessing, Happiness,”

. Recitation: * The Morning Wateh.”

2. Superintendent’s Talk: ¢ Winning Others.”
. Roll Clall with Response.

. Closing Song.

.
O 00 1 5 R .00 IS
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. Semior Notes

To the Ezeeutive Committee,— This is ihe first program of
the year, It should have been worked wp by the committse of
the previous year, and passed into your hands to exeeute, Care
will peed to he taken fo ses that theve is a clear nnderstanding,
and that the program ig a sueeess, The subject of the program
ig the Morping Watelh, which is, after all, only a symbal of
deeper signifieance. Tt is the sustaining power of Christian
living. Nothing that will come before the society during the
entire year ean be of any greater consequence.

Ag a commitiee, start the year aright by striving to have
every part that appears at the meetings well prepared, both as
to ity thought and as to its presentation. A weli-wyitten essay
which is read in an attractive manner, is better than an un-
developed talk poorly delivered, But many can give good talks
from notes if they are encouraged to do so, and will try re-
peatedly to do it. Some may nced to write out what they desire
to say, snd memorize it to start with. The writer hegan that
way.. Give your programs an atmosphere of originality hy study-
ing material in the GAzZRTTE thoroughly, and adapting it to your
Jocal: talent., Study the list of topies for 1925, and pilan ahead
to make your year’s work as large n sueeess ag possible. If
you conduet the soeiely in the right way, it will be worth as
much to your chureh &s an evangelistic effort, or more,

For this program see that there sre provided as many coples
of the Morning ‘Wateh Pledge as you may need. They may be
secured of your book and Bible house, or from your eonference
Missionary Volunteer sectetary. If, as may happen in the
trangfer of officers, there is not time to seecure them, then pro-
vide . eopy of the pledga on a large eardboard, or write it oh
ihe blackhoard. Iavite the members to pledge themselves to the
‘Mording Wateh hakbit,

4, Talk: “ Daily Bread;” & Morning Watch Drill; 8, Talk
or Pager: “ His Blessing.”— Buggestions for these numbers
will ba found under Junior Notes.

?. Speclal Music— If you have a small society with not much
mugical talent, do not think it impossible to have special musie.
Try having a group of girls sing a good devotional song. If
they cannot sing the parts, let them sing it in unison as a
special number. Boeleties with musical talent will have little
difficulty in providing helpful special songs or instrumental
musie.

10. Tallk: “ Preparation Refore FPower— Additional mate-
rial thay be found in * Missionary Volunteers and Their Work,”
paged 164-171. The one presenting this namber should he
gifted in making an appeal for action or decision. At the close
of the talk, a call should he made to sign the Morning Watch
Pledga, or at Jeast to ask how many will join in observing the
Morning Watch this year. Present the wumber with deep
spiritnal emergy, the natural result of being a faithful observer
of the Morning Watch,

11." Announcements end Reports— Stady how to mzke an-
nouncements with a touch of originality that will make them
“gtick” in the minds of the hearers. This is & good time to
announce the topic for next week, and to appeal for a full
attendance. Digplay the Morning Wateh Calendar. It is also
helpful to make announcement at the chureh services now and

then concerning the topic of the Missionary Voluntecr meeting.
This will serve to let the older church members know what the
sociely is doieg, and atso to invite other young people who may
not bhe attogether faithful in attending the Missionary Volunteer
meeting. Plan to be regular in taking an offering; so that
members form the habit of ecoming prepared for it. Leam how
to make a brief, impressive appeal for funds, Ask your min-
ister to help you to do if, The reports may be taken with the
offering, ' H. T. B

Junior Notes

Note to Leader—— The purpose of this program is to en-
eourage every boy and girl in your society to become a faithful
obgerver of the Morning Wateh. Fvery one should he made to
sense the tangible value of the habif of spending a few moments
each day with Ged. John said, * That whieh we have seen and
heard declare we unto you” 1 John 1:8. The first verse puts
it even more strongly, “ Seen with our eyes, . . and our
hands have handled, of the Word of life.” RKeep this reality
of the ¥ bread of life ¥ in your mind as you and your committee
male the necessary assignments for this program. Choose those
who can best bring that reality of the things of God before the
others. Then in your own remarks tell the purpose of the pro-
gram. Read and emphasize the thought of 1 John 1: 1-4, The
isle of Patmos is a small, stony island in the eastern Mediter-
ranean, Here John was foreed to spend many lonely years, yet
it wns there that God met him and gave him the Revelation,
which hag besn an inspiration to the church through the ages.
No wonder he spoke of “gecing ” and * handling.” It takes
that same sort of quiet, and being alone, for us to get ae-
quainted with our Father.

Tlustration: © On the shores of Lake Huron, one day last
summer, a little group of us were standing on the doeck waiting
Por the arrival of the steamer. All about uz was a babel of
voices., Presently the young elerk said: ¢ Come into the fish
house.”! (It was a fishing village, and there was a little ware-
house where they packed their fish,) We went in with him,
and he ghut the door, and said: ‘Listen!’ As we stood there,
we eomdd plainly hear the sound of the approaching hoat, the
peeuiiar intermittent beating of the paddies of a side-wheel
steamer, Then we walked out of the door to the wharf, where the
people were talking, and the sound of the approaching steamer
vanished. Again with a friend we went into the room, and
again we heard it clearly and plainly. We were in the place
of stillness, There were no voiees about to distract, or diglurb,
or break the silence, and there we could distinetly hear the
approaching steamer. "We went out and sat down upon the
wharf, and in a few minutes the smoke from the funnels arose
above the island. ‘'What a lesson!’ we thought. When we get
alone in the chamber of communion with God, we ean hear the
voiee of God; God ean reveal His mind to us as nowhare else.”
e MeConley.

Before closing your remarks, tell the society that at the close
of the hour each member is to be ealled upon to reeite a text
of Seripture that has been a help to him,

6. Morning Wateh Drill— Instead of reviewing the texts of
the previous week, antieipate those that are coming., All
through the Morning Wateh for 1925 are seaftered passages
whieh are special memory gems. These happen to be the first
of the congeeutiva verses suggested., Their beanty and lofty
theme are inspirational. Ask some one who can recite well to
learn them. A few words by the leader or secretary coneerning
this feature of the new Morning Watch is in place before the
passage i8 recited,

?. Tall: " Daily Bread”— This phrase I8 taken from the -
prayer the Lord gave to us, Our heavenly Father wante us
to be well fed, Deseribe the effects of going without food.
Famine children of ten are misshapen and small for the age
of six, The following Is an ilustration of lack of food.

“ Thig is only one of thousands of instances, It oecurred in
Armenia, where the Turks had driven the people into the moun- .
taing, killing thousands of them, A woman and her two children
were hiding among the hills,. Their home was a hole in the earth.
They dared not come out hy day lest some wandering Turk
should see them and wurder them. The woman had teken a
little food with her when she fled to the hills, but it did not last
long, The children grew hungry and eried for bread, The
mother hardly ate anything herself, giving them all, When the-
food was all eaten, she dug wp roots, and they ate them. First
ong ¢hild died, then the other, and finally the woman herseli
died, Daily bread means life snd heslth. We do not know
how great a blessing it is until we loge it.”

Draw the lesson: Just as surely as we should die without
physieal food, just so surely does our soul die when we do not |
eat the bread of life. Tlustrate with the story of the manna,
and link it up with what Jesus taught. John 6: 82, 35, Read
the last paragraph of the quotation given in the new Morning
Watch Calendar oppoesite the month of Augnst. Close your talk
with a plea for more faithful observance of the Morning
Wateh hour. ’ ;

9, Talle: * Beeling Guidence.’— Many Jumiors are sasking
the question, “ Is it wrong to do this?” or, ¥ Is there any harm
in that?” They do not wish to do_anything wrong, but they
aren’t sure just what is, right, Many a Junior would go to
Jesus with his special problem if he could hear the anawer,
And that is just what Jesus invites us to do.
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Ilugtration:  David returned to Ziklag o find his homse
burned, hig wives, children, and flocks gone. His men were
weary after a long march, and he knew liftle of the strength
of the snemy that guarded the captives. DBefore deciding
whether . to stay and rest or to follow on, he asked eounsel of
the Tord. Tell the story of 1 Samuel 30, emphasizing the eighth
verse. Just as clear directions may eome to us in a time of
indecision if the conneciion is unbroken. A Qaily testing of
the wires gives eonfidence. If we kuow God hears and answers
aur prayers each day, we will know what to do in time of a
crisis.

10, Talk: “His Blessing, Happiness,”— God cannot bless
lives given over to sin. TIf is only as we eontinually choose o
he where God wants us, that He can give us the happiness He
longs to have His children have. All true joy comes from ahove.
Have you sver seen some ong who on first aeqguaintance seemed
homely, but after you hecame acquainted, the character shone
out in the face until it was beautiful? Sunny faces are always
beautiful.

T had watched her facs, as she stood before a great con-
course of people lo whom she was asked to speak. Ti was not
beauntiful, as the world counts heanty, but its look of guiet peace
and radiant joy, such ag all the happiness of the world cannot
give or its sorrows take away, filled my very soul with longing.
As she began to speak, I listened, every nerve awake, hoping
to learn the wonderful secret. ‘IIave you seen Him today?’
She went on. Ah! there it was! the secret of it ail. No wonder
the face glowed with peace and joy. She had seen Him, Juesus,
the Christ, today! Ths message she brought was from Him!
No wonder our hearts burned within ws! T had heen {rying to
show the world a Christ I had not seen myself. Have you seen
Him today? If you have not, come now. e waits to wel-
come you,”

Moses’ face shone so, after he had been talking with God,
that the children of Israel could not look wpon it, It was
while Jesus was praying alome in the mountain that ¢ His
cowntenance wag altered, and His raiment was white and
glistering,” TLuke 9:28-81. (Develop this thought.)

Another phase whick might find & place i this talk is the

‘fact that God can hless in a material way what i3 dedieated

to Him. Illustrate this point by the story of Joseph. HEven
Potiphar recognized God’s blessing throwgh the management
of Joseph, (Study Gen, 39: 3.)

One of the most successful merchants of New York is a
Christian who says that he never meets his family at the break-
fast table until he has tailked with God and heard Him speak
through His Word. God uses this merchant, and can use the
means placed in his hands, The beavenly Father can give His
blesaifig to a farmer, mechanic, a student,—yos, to every hay

" and girl whe is willing to keep In close touch.

18. Superintendent’s Talk: * Winning Others.”— This should

be the climax of the series. We are placed in this world not
only that we may form character for gurselves, but that we
may bear fruit,” Take as a hasis of your talk the Saviours
instruetion in John 15, emphasizing the thought of verses 4-8.
FPoint out the result of uselessness.
" Can boys and gihis hear fruit? One of the men who hasg done
muel in the mission field won many of his fellow students to
Christ while he was yet in school. What was the secret of his
powery He spent an hour and a half oaech morning with his
Bible before he went to the schoolroom, No wonder he could
help others; he had something to give.

If it wers famine time and you wanted help, would you go
to some one who claimed to have food, but was nothing hot 2
skeleton, and offered his food with emaciated hands$  Wounid
you not seek out one who looked well fed? There are those

.whom you ean help, but umless you have what they have not,

you will be a disappointment.
. Develop the further thought that failure to be able to give
to others shows a leanness of soul, which at the end will drive

",us','t}? seek earmestly that which them cannot he found. Amos
811313,

Then how imporiant it is that we feed our souls,— more

- important than the feeding of our hadics,

., 18. Roll Call.— It has already heen annougeed that each one
witl' be asked to repeat a verse of Scripture that has been help-
ful.* Let your seeretary start hy repeating one, telling the
cirenmstances in which it gave strength or courage, if he so
‘chooséa: Then agk him to call on another, This member, after

- Tepéating a text, may call on a thivd, and so on through the list.

. ‘ H. H

Preparation Before Power

_JEsUs said to His diseiples long agoe, ¥ Follow Me, and I

“-will make you fishers of men” Right hére we have the secret
"of ‘the success of many soul-winners, and likewise the failure

of so many Christiang to win souls — they will not follow the

. !gre,aﬁ Tigherman. We of this age can no more expect to be

winners of men and women without meeting the eonditions than
could those twelve in the carly days.

1t costs to win souls! Some Christiany never realize this, and
8¢ they mever realize the sweel cousciousness of having won a
soul to Jesus Christ. The highest experience that ever comes
to any Christian, outside of his conversion, 18 when he wing
another individual to the Man of Galilss,

In these days of so much progress in other direetions, dare
we lot up on this subject of personal evangelism? We are
almost afraid of the individual. We fear he might sneer at us,

I well remember a rebuke I received, right at this point, in
my junior year at collegé, One individual girl was muech in
my thought. I wanted so mueh to win her for the kingdom,
but T foared she would sneer at me. At last I spoke, heecause
I felt it was my duty. I shall never forget her words: “ I have
been expecting you to speak to me aboub this matier for days,
and T think ten times more of you for doing so0.” Just to think
that T had lived in constant fear of her sneers, and she @1l the
time was longing for me to tell her ahout my Christ,

We young people arve hearing so much ahont becoming the
church of tomorrow, If we are to take our places as leaders
in the ehureh of the future, we must learn now to gather in
the harvest. Are we following the great Fisherman in this our
training time? If we are, will He not lead us into greater
prayer-lifc? Listen to these words: “In the morning, rising
up a great while before day, He went out, and deparied inte
a solitary place, and there prayed.” Again: “ He went out
into the mountain to pray, and conéinned all night in prayer to
God.” 8till again: “And if came to pass, as He was alone
praying.”

Does our prayer-life measure up to His? If He must with-
draw Himself from the presence of others info the presence
of His Father, dare we, “ frail children of duvst,” do less?
Did you ever see a soul-winner who did not spend much time
with his Lord? The soul-winner must he a person of power,
Tow else shall we secure this power, if not through earness
prayer?

We wonder why we do not win more people to the Lord Jesus.
Perhaps here is the secret of our failure. Broken communion
always spells failure as a soul-winner,

Let us arise and go to our Father, and ask Him to give us
raal interest in thoge about us who do mot kmow Him. We
wonder why they stay away. The angels wonder why we fail
to take Him to them— Maric ddams.

A Little Talk with Jesus

A 17k talk with Jesus, how it smaooths the rugged road;

How it seems to help me onward when I faint heneath my load.

When my heart is erushed with sorrow, and my eyes with tears
are dim

There’s naughf;’ can yield me comfort like a little talk with Him.

T cannot live wilhout Him, nor would I if I could;
He is my daily portion, my medicine, my food.

He’s altogether lovely, none ean with Him compare,
The ehief among ten thousand, the fairest of the fair.

So I'll wait a little longer, till His appointed time;
And glory in the knowledge that sueh a hope is mine;
Then in my Father’s dwelling, whers “ many mansions be,”
1M sweetly talk with Jesus, and He shall talk with me.
—- Selected.

The Morning Watch

“ HavE you and I {oday
Stood silent as with Christ, apart from joy or fear
Of life, to see by faith His face:
To look, if but a moment, at its grace,
Axnd grow, by hrief companionship, more true,
More nerved to lead, to dare, fo do
Tor Him at any cost? Have we today
Found time, in thought, our hand fo lay
In Hig, and thus compare
His will with ours, and wear
The impress of His wish$ Be sure
Such contaet will endure
Throughout the day; will help ng walk ereet
Through storm and flood; deteet
‘Within the hidden life, sin’s dross, its stain;
Revive a thought of love for Him again;
Steady the steps which waver; help us see
The footpath meant for you and me.”
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“# According to the Power"

E ** Able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, sccording to the power that worketh in ws.” XTph, 3:20,

E Ir our scanty megsures were uged,

: How poor were the gifts of the Lerd!

! If cur eups of theught and eur pitehers of prayer

! Were all that His leve could afford!

But — above all cur stammering tongues
- Can veiee of our deepest desirs,
; Abundant abeve 21l the pitiful good
Tp which our smafl minds ean aspire,

! Farceoding shundant abave

The reach of our groveling thought,

| Bo great is the fulness of knowledge and grace
! His power to ugward hath wroonght.

| — Annde Johnson Flint.

y
{ Devetional Meeting for January 10
Tapic: What We OQwe Our Sociely.

! Senior

. Soug.

. Morning Wateh Review: Luke 1: 46-55.
. Beveral Shert Prayers.

. Announcements and Reports.

. Bpeeial Musie.

. Talk: “ Our Missionary Volunteer Aim.”
. Talk: ¢ The Spirit of the Motto.”

. Recitation: ‘“ Se¢ Shine”

9. Tatk: “ Our Soeiety Goals.”

10, Talz: “The Missioneyy Volunteer Pledge”
Ll. Signing of Membership Cards.

12. Cloging Song and Benediction.

Junior

IS T O ho =

. Song.

. Morning Wateh Review.

. Hentenee Prayers.

Leader’s Three Minutes.

Symposium: “ A Model Junior Society.”

. Reeitation: *Se Shine”

Talk: “ Our Soeiety Goals.”

. Reading: “ Mary Slessor’s Motte,”

. Buperintendent’s Tatk: © Bigning the Junior Missionary
Missionary Iledge.”

. Closing Seng.

- QDCK)*:Q‘@'U(?&_‘LJM'
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Senjor Notes

To the Leader— The aim of this meeting is to place before
the pecicty the goals for the year, and to gecure the membership
for 11925, hence the emphasis is placed upon the aim, motto,
and,pledge. The entire meeting should pulsate with the spirit
of gonsecration t0 a great task. Applieation for membership
eards, Missionary Volunteer blanks No, 38, and a goal chart
should have been secured previous te the time of this meeting
from the eonfercnce hook and Bible house, er the conference
Misdionary Volunteer secretary. The very best talent available
shonld be chesen to present the pledge.  Either the leader or
the ¢ne giving the talk should arrange to pressnt the cards smd
secure the signatures af the clese of the talk.

6. Tallz; “ Our' Missionary Volunteer Aim—: There iz good
material to help, in giving this talk, in tho hoek “ Missionary
Volunteers ‘and Their Work,” pages 81-83, The following
thoughts may be helpful in preparing this talk:

”fueeess in any line demands a definite 2im.” Thiz iz a
good time to examine just what I8 eur soeiety aim, It iz an
ingpiring thought to know that the aim of the whaole ehurch
is the aim of the Missionary Volunteers. We are net have
mercly for program entertazinment, but our hearts are conse-
crated to the thought of winning the world for Christ in this
generation. ¢ The advemt message te all the werld in this
generation,”

This is not & mere slogan. It is net merely meant to express
the generzl idea of united purpose on the part of the church atb
large., While it does do this, it does more. It should be ths
heart purpose of every individual member of the chureh and of
the goclety. Merely to assent to it Is not enough, in fact, is
not making it an aim at all. One of the great dangers of the
human heart is the idea that “mere assent to truth constitutes
rightgousness.” Unless it has taken hold of our hearts indi-
vidually, it is net ours individually, Not until it has becoms
the definite aim of each of us, the purpese by which the life
is guided, the motive which ealls forth our aetivity,— not until
then does it become an individual experience. ’

Now what dees this mean in the experience of the individnal?
“The advent message to all the world in this generation.”
Without any thought of trying to set a time Hmit on the provi-
denees or plans of Ged, may we ask a questien or two that will
help hs te make the application of our aim personal} De I
really want the Lord to eome? When do I want Him to come?
Why [do I want Him to come? What do I think His coming

will mean to me¥ Do I want the message t0 go? Do I want
it te go to @il the world? What am I doing about it? If I
am shirking interest and dedging responsibility now, will I
dedge or stand when He comes?

The answer te zll these questiens will be reflected in my
society and ehurch life, The direet, insistent question te each
of us is, What will my life in the sceiety during 1925 yeveal
concerning my interest and belief in this aim, # The advent
message to all the world in this generation

“ Mary Slessor was a Seofeh girl whe had te go to work in
the mill when only efeven years eld, te help suppert her mother
and sisters. When this beeame necessary, her mother wept, but
Mary said:

“ ¢ Dinna ery, mither dear, I ean ge to the mills in the mern-
ing and to school in the afternoon. It will be a glad day,
earning and learning at the same time.’

“Finalty she had to work frem six in the merning until six
o’clock at night, and could go te scheol enly in the evening,
but go great was her hunger for an education, that she made
good progress. She.became interested in David Livingstone
(who, too, had been a cotton spinner in Seettand}, and began
t0 hepe and pray that she might be a missicnary te Afriea. Her
desire was fuifilled, She gave thirty-nine years of marvelous
gervice to Afriea. Her motto iz worthy te be inseribed in
letters of geld:

“God eannot give His best te us till we have given ours.”

7. Talk: * The Spirit of The Motto”— The one whe has the
privilege of presenting the metto has an opportunity te shew
forth the love of Christ as it is in the Missionary Velunteer
Society, * The love of Christ constraineth ws” How often
we sing;

#1f yon cannot eross the ocean
And the heathen lands explore,
You can find the heathen neaver,
Yeu can help them at your door;
If you eanuof speak like angels,
If you eannot preach like Paul,
You ean tell the love of Josus,
You ean say Fe died for all”

But when it eomes te doing our work in the society, or taking
a part onm the program, or aectually gathering the courage te
spaak to a friend of our Christ, we shrink. In cur aetual ex-
perienee we say, “ Here I am; send seme one else?

This is not a new experience for humanity; but great men
of God have risen abeve it as their faith took held of His
promises. When Moses was asked by God te do a certain
work, he had the same feeling. “ Why ask me? Let seme one
clge do it. There’s Aaron, for instanee” He may have been
thinking abeut the flight he made frem Fgypt. He feared the
authority of Pharaoh. Yet later, nnder the gnidance of God,
he became a valiant leader,

Jonah is a clear ease of a man who let iis epurage coze out.
He was not 2 weakling. He was a powerful preacher, but when
he should have drawn all his courage together for a good work
for Ged (which he afterward did do), he let go, and ran in the
other direstion. Have you ever theught you eught to do 2
certain thing, and then found yourself fleeing from it

Jeremiah’s case is different. He was & humble man, His
excuse was that he was but “a child.” He was sincere. Many
today shrink from heavy dubty or high honor frem the same
gense of humility. But wso long as he offered the excuse, how-
ever gineere, it kept him from responding to God’s eall.

Paul “ was net disobedient unto the heavenly vision” Follow
hig earegr of vietory and triumph to the end, and hear the
fearless eonguerer for the eress as he says, “1 have fought a
good fight, T have finished my courss, T have kept the faith.”
These men all had weaknesses, but tho love of Ged constrained
them to {ry for Him,

Does God eall men today? Does He call youwng men? Bas
He called you? Iave you been evading His ¢all? The presence
of Christ in the life ig the power for service. Our metto, ¥ The
Love of Chrigt Congtraineth Us” is the foundation of our ex-
perience. Without this love of Christ, all the programs, all the
goals, all the mjssionary work,—in faet, everything woull
hecome empty fo.m. Let us therafore seek this Chvist, and let
Him be our Saviour, first, and then we ean do the other things.
With the power of Christ we can do “all things”

9. Talk: “ Ouwr Soclety Goals”— Let the lesder or seme one
elge chesen by the executive eemmities present in a brief way
the goals which the officers in cemmittes have thought to sug-
gest to the soeiety for the year’s work, and seonre its approval
upon them. It wonld be well to have them listed on a large
cardboard so that they may be seen by all the society. * Not
programs but progress™ is a good idea to be stressed. Excellept
suggestions for this presentation of goals will be found in
“ Missionary Volunteers and Their Work” Make this part of
the meeting brief. Other programs duving the yoar will be
given to special features of the goals,

10. Talk: “ The Missionary Volunteer Pledge”— Ths one ap-
pointed to take this paat on the program will find a fine way
te present it in the hook * Misgionary Volunteers and Their
Work,” pages 83-92. Not only is the materizl good, but if is
arranged in good erder for a publie talk and appeal. No so-
ciety is stronger than its membership. The pledge begins in
the expcrience of the motto and ends in that of the aim.
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“ What’s the use of a good aim, if you don’t pull the trigger? ”
By making the deeision to sign the pledge, the young Christian
is pulling the trigger that will make hiz life effective as a
Migsionary Volunteer. The members should know the pledge
by heart. Ask them to recite it in comcert. If they cannot,
teach it to them, a phrase at a time, until they can. At the
closc of the talk, have the application for membership cards
and pencils handed out, and invite those who will, to take the
pledge and sign it. H.T. B
) ‘Junior Notes

This program is a sort of “check up” and a “gstarter” for
the new year of Missionary Volunteer aetivities. The yearly
membership plan ealls for a new signing of the membership
eards. These with the new pledge upon them should be obtained
from the tract society or Bible house. Then the yearly goals
and goal charts should be at hand to present.

8. Morning Walch Review.— Repeat the passage in coneert,

4. Leader's Three Minutes— This may in part be devoted to
necessary announeements, but do not fail to sound the keynote
of the meeting. Iimphasize the Junior ideals. Have the Junior
Pledge and Law printed in some eonspicuous place. The aim
and motto ean also be conspieuous. Read carefully the material
given in Senior Notes 6 and 7. Of ecurse omit in your talk
any referenee to Mary Stessor. Dwell upon the thought that,
what I am, the soclety will be. Wo say, “ The advent message
to all the world in this gemeration.” If it deperded on me,
just how many would hear of this glorious truth? Am T show-
ing the Liord that I am longing for His retarm? Further
thought suggested as to the individual call by the constraining
love of Christ, may be presented here.

8. Symposium: “ A Model Junior Society.”— Ask two boys
and two girls. each to write a paragraph on a model society,
telling soms of the things it accomplishes and deseribing the

- meetings. The superintendent shounld look these over, and make

- any suggestions as to the wording Dbefore they are read aloud.

7. Talk: “ Our Society Goals’— The seeretary of the society
~should prepare this talk. Make a report of last year’s goals, and
tell the results. Were some surpassed, it is a reason for thank-
fulness. Were some unreached, it is & reason for more faithful
effort. "Perhaps a word as to the way some weore veached — for
instanee, what part of the money goal was rcecived during the
Harvest Ingathering? what part was given by the members
themselves? ‘

Should there be more oarnest seli-denial this year? Other
- goals may be analyzed, and Improvements suggested.
~ Present the new goal, and hang the goal charts in a con-
- spieuous plaee. Give a short talk on the slogan: “ Well begun;
half done.” A ready beginning puts courage and five into every
team. A hearty start will put new fire into the Junior Mission-
ary Volunteers. Let’s begin now.

8. Reading: “ Mary Slessor’s Molio.”-~ These few paragraphs
arg found in the Senjor Nofes under suggestions for the talk,
# Our Missionary Volunteer Aim.”

9. Superintendent’s Tulk: “ Sigwing the Junior Missionory
Volunteer Pledge”—Tn your own way, tell the boys and girls
“what the pledge means: What do you expeet from the Juniors
whe sign it? Repeat it with the sdeiety several times.

“By the grace of God —
I will be pure and kind and true
I will keep the Junior Law '

’ .I will be a servant of God, and a friend to man.”

Hold the Junior ideals high, Boys and girls are in an age
which responds to the noble and pure. Hiteh their wagon to
& star, the star of purity, of honesty, and kindness, .

No Junior has to sign the pledge, but all are invited to be-
ecome full-fledged Junior Missionary Volunteers. Take some
time to pass out and study the membership cards. After they
hre signed, they should Dbe sent to the conferemee Missionary
Volunteer secretary, so that the name of each Junior forms
one of a lst which links all the boys and girls of the whole
conferenee in one great hand. H. H.

. '
ot

‘ S0 Shine "
THrE smallest, faintest, dimmest star that constant shines on

high ‘
Is. better than the falling orb that shoots athwart the sky,
And vanishes ag suddenly before the startled eye. .

The mariner upen the deep lifts heavenward his prayer,

And searches in, the c¢loudy dome for ome clear pilot there;

A’ faling star bursts through the gloom, and moeks at his
despair, . .

Bﬁ:!::'if he sees ome steady star,— one tiny point of light—

He gets his wheel without o fear, and steers his ship aright;

And o'er the wabes his gallant bark rides safely through the
night.

o let me be & constant Iight, though feeble I may be, .
That some poor sailor, tempest-tossed, may see his® Lord
through me, . .

And guide his vessel safely home across a stormy sea.

— Elizabeth Rosser.

Devotienal Meeting for January 17
Topic: The Heavens and Their Message.

Senior
1. Opening Exercises.
2. Repeat or read in unison Psalms 19.
3. Talk: “ The Heavens and Their Message”
4. Song.
5. Talk: “Our Sclar System.”
6. Recitation: “ On the Setting Sun.”
7. Talk: “ Winter Stars and Constellations.”
8. Musie.
9, Talk: “So Shall Thy Seed Be”
10. Talk: “'Tho Gateway to Heaven.”
11. Closing Song and Prayer.
Jumior
1. Song: “ Christ in Song,” No. 341.
2. Repeat Psalms 19.
3. Prayer,
4. Leader’s Remarks, .
5. Buperintendent’s Talk: “ The Heavens and Their

Message.”
. Song or Recitation.
Talk: “ The Head of Our Family.”
. Talk: “8Some (Other Members?
. Recitation: “ On the Setting Sun.”
10. Talk: “Favorite Winter Constellations.”
1. Talk, “ Friendly Stars”
12. Musie.
13. Talk: “ The Gateway to the Heavens"
14, Closing Exereises.
Senior Notes

To the Bzeeutive Commiitee—— During the year, there will be
a2 nnmber of natare programs. This is the first of the series.
The long winter evenings make these months espeeially suitable
to awaken an appreeiation of the starry firmament. Keep this
parpose in mind as you plan your program. If you have those
m your soeiety who have studied astrenomy, encourage original
talks and source material.

3. Talls: “ The Heavens and Their Message.”’— The material
suggested for this talk iz beautifully expressed. It wmay he
better 1o use it as a reading.

5. Talk: “ Our Solar System.”—- Material for this talk ean
be found in thé Junior Notes under the titles, “ The Head of
Our Family ” and “ Some Other Members.” Enecurage the ene
preparing this talk to gather still further data concerning the
sun and planets of the solar system. A diagram showing the
orbits and proportionate distance from the sun to each planet,
would add greatly tc the inierest of this talk.

7. Talk: “ Winter Stars and Constellafions.”— See Junior
Notes 10 and 11, * Favorite Winter Constellations” and
“ T'riendly Stars.” '

8. Musie— If possible, arrange some speelal musie, prefer-
ably some song of the second advent, as for instance, “ We
Are Going Home.”

9, Tall: “So Shall Thy Seed Be”— Base this talk on the
promise of Glenesis 15: 5. Excellent help will be found in
chapter thirteen, ¢ Stars Innumerable,” of ¢ Astronomy and the
Bible,” by L. A, Reed, This book is published by the Pacifie
Press, and can be obtained from your Bible house.

Another phase of this talk may be the sureness with which
God’'s promises are carried out. ;

C 10, Tl “ The Goteway to Heaven’— See references in

Junior Note under that title. “ Astronomy and the Bible?

before mentioned, deals more fully with the open space in

Orion. (Sec pages 223-257.) H. H.
Junior Notes

Note o Leaders— Take a foew moments to announce the topie
of the program, and also to forecast that of the next. In as-
signing parts, make it elear that the purpose of the program
ig to proclaim the wonders of God’s starry heavens, and to ree-
ognize Hig infinite power and love in it all. Endeavor to create
an interest in your society in this wonderful scienmce. Early
winter evenings give a splendid opportunity to make aeguaint-
anee with famous constellations,

&, Superintendent’'s Talk: ©“ The Heavensg and Thetr Message.”
— Adapt the material found in the SBenior program under the
same nanie to meet the minds of your boys and girls.

6. Song or Recitation.— No, 329 in “.Christ in Song?” is a
wonderful tribute to the ingpiration of the heavens, It is, how-
ever, difficult to sing. TIf familiar to ths society so that all may
enter into it heartily, sing it together. If not, then-ask an
older Junior to recite it. A good rendition will require careful
preparation.

7. Palk: “The Head of Our Fomily’— Gather the faets
from the following paragraphs and present them to the soeciety.
These were written by Agnes Giberne, in her book, ¢ Sun, Moon,
and Stars,”

People began very early in the history of the world to pay
close attention to the sun. Was the sun really any larger than
he looked{ and if so, how mueh larger was he? And what was
his distance from the earth? It is only of late years that the
matter has been clearly settled. TFor the distance of the sun
from {hc carth is no less than about ninety-two millions of miles.

Lwao
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_To reach the thought of one million, you must picture one
thousand #imes one thousand. Our earth is about twenty-five
thousand miles round, If you were to start from the mouth
of the river Amazon in South Ameriea, and journey straight
round the whole earth on the equator till you came back to the
game point, you would have traveled about twenty-five thousand
miles, ‘

But that would be a long way from a million miles. Tou
would have gone only once round the earth, Now a rope ote
million miles in length eould be wrapped, not once only, but
forty times, round and round the earth.

And when you have managed to reach up to the thought of
one million miles, you bave then to. remcmber that the sun’s
distance i= ninety-two timos as much again. Suppose it were
possible to lay a railroad from here to the sun, If you could
journey thither in a perfectly straight line, at the rate of thirty
miles an hour, never pausing for one single minute night or day,
you would reach the sun in just ahout three hundred fifty years.

Thirty miles an hour is a slow train. Suppose we double the
gpeed, and make it an express train, rughing along at the paee
of sixty miles an hour. Then you might hope to reach the end
of your journey in ome hundred seventy-five years. So much
for the sun’s distance from us, Now as to hig size,

Suppose you had a long slender pole which would pass through
the middie of the earth, one end just showing at the north pole
and the other at the south pole. You would need move than 2
hundred eight of such poles, all joined together, to show the
diameter of the sun.

Tf you wish to gain a fair nolien, not only of the sunw’e size,
but of his distance from us, set a nine-foot globe in a field, and
move slowly round it a one-inch ball at a distance of three
hundred twenty yards. This may help you to understand.

_In the begimning of the seventeenth cemtury a man named
Falbricius was startled hy the sight of a certain biack spol upon
the face of the sun.

. He watched till too dazzled to look any longer, supposing it
to be a small cloud, yet anxious to learn more, Next day the
spot was there still, but it seemed to have moved on a liftle way.
Morning after morning this movement was found to continue,
and soon a second spot, and then a third spot, were observed
creeping in like manuer across the sun, Adfter a while they
vanished, one at a time, round his edge, as it were; but after
some days of patient waiting on the part of the lookers-on, they
appeared agaiu at the opposite edge and once more began their
journey across.

Tabriciug seems to have been the flist, but he was not the
last, t¢ wateh sun spots. Many astronomers have given elose
attention to them, Modern telescopes, and the modern plan
of looking at the sun through darkeued glass have made this
possible in 8 way that was not possible two ox three hundred
years ago,

8. Talk: « Some Other Members.— The story of other plan-
ets of our system is extremely intercsiing. Space forbids our
printing material that every Missionary Volunteer Lbrary prob-
ably contains. The references of the following outline for a
talk are to be found in ths book, #*In Starland,” by Fanuie
Dickerson Chase.

1. The difference between planets and stars, Page 70

2, Interesting facts about Mereury and Venus. Pages 73-80.

3. Interesting facts about the puperior planets. Pages 137-156.
_ Pick out only the most interesting statements to fell. Limit
yourgelf to five minutes,

, 10. Talk: * Faevorite Winter Constellations.”— This talk
should be an object talk, Draw the constellation on the
hlackboard or on a large sheet of paper, The finest illastrations
I have seen for this purpose are in the Primary Reading Course
hook, “ Star Rtories for Little Folkg” by Gertrude Chandler
Warnet. The directions for finding are also very clear. Copy
the drawings, and make the direstions for finding a part of
your tatk, - )
 Orion is one of the most prominent winter constellations,
(Ses page 15.) Refer to Job 0:9; 38: 3L,

* Name the upper left-hand star, which is a bright yellow one,
Betelgeuse (Bet-ch-giiz’); and the lower right-hand one, Rigel
(R’jel). The two are the brightest of the comstellation, The
middle star of the sword which swings from the belt of Orion, is

robably ths most interesting to us because this is the famous

ahula, the open door through which Christ will Jead His saints
into heaven.

. Be sure to describe the Dipper. Most people find that and the
North Star before loeating other constellations. So it might he
well to start with the most familiar, and work to the less known.
{See  Btar Stories,” p. 3.)
 Auriga (au-T’ga) iy another prominent winter grouP of stars.
(Study ¢ Star Stories,” pp. 6-8.) Point out Capella in the
diagram. Itis one of the most brilliant that attract attention
in January.

. Tpurus and Pleiades (page 11) arc also other interesting
congtellations. Gather further facts from other astronomies.

Bodtes, which eontains the famous Areturns, should be pre-
gented, It is especially interesting in spring.

' A planisphere will add greatly to the interest of this talk.
This iz 2 map of the heavens so arranged that the stars whieh
appear at any given time in the heavens can be studied as they
are at that time, Send to J. L. Hammett Company, Boston,

i

Mass. DPriee, 50 cents. Any school supply company would earry
them,

The one preparing this talk should work with the Junior
preparing the next, and try to place in their proper constella-
tion the stars about which interesting facts will be told in the
next talk. . .

11, Talk: * Friendly Stars”— The following interesting
facts are taken from the book, * Friendly Stars,” by Martha
Evans Martin. Connect your talk with the previous, identifying
the stars with those described in the consbellation. ’

Among the hundreds of thousands of stars in the umiverss
there are fwenty which are so much brighter than the others
as to make a clags by themselves, and are known as stars of
the first magnitude, or highest degree of brightness. Each one
of these stars has a fixed plaee in the shy, and all, save three,
have proper nameg of their own,

The names of six of {he hrightest siars are as follows:
Sirius (8iri-us), Vega (V&ga), Capella (Ki-péla), Arcturus
{ Ark-tt’rus), Rigel (R¥jel, or Ri‘gel), Betelgeuse (Bet-sl-gliz’).

Sirius is called the Dog Star, because it is the chief star im
the constellation of the Great Dog, which follows at the heels
of Orion in his journey across the gkies.

On Thanksgiving evening, which so often marks the first eold
“snap? of the season, Sirius rises about nine o’clock. On
Christmas evening it becomes visible a little after seven, and
on New Vear's about half an hour earlier, About the twenty-
eighth of January it rises just as the sun sets, not far from
five o’clock,

Sirius is one of the stars that we know to he comparatively
near to us, Therc are only four others that are known to he
nearer. Light travels from it to us in about eight years and a
half, which means that it is about fifty-one trillions of miles
distant, or more than five hundred thousand times farther away
than the sun. We get from the star only one seven-billionth
of the light thal the sun gives us; bhut Biring in reality gives
out about forty times as much light as the sun.

Capella can Dbe found by drawing a line forty-five degrees
long from Polaris, at a right angle to the line from the pointers
10 the pele, and running in an opposite direction from the
haudle of the Dipper. It ig one of the most hriliant stars in
the heavens.

Being 30 far north, Capella is above the horizom more tham
twenby hours oub of each twenty-four, so that it ecau be ssen
at some time in the night every month of the year, Its first
appearance in the skies of the early evening is in August, when
it rises about ten o’clock during the flret half of the month,
In October it rises just as the sun ig setting, Capells is yellow
in color, like our sun (which is a star). It is so much larger-
than our sun that it really gives out at least one hundred twenty
times more light. Its distance is so great that its light requires
nearly forty years to reach us in its journey through space,
though traveling, as light does, with a swiftness of about 186,000
miles a second, At the distanee of tho nearest fixed star, our
heautiful big sun would shine as a star no hrighter than Polaris,
But Capella iz nine times farther away than the nearest fixed
star, and still shines as one of the brightest of the hright stars,
If Capella were inhabited, our sun would appear to its people
as one of the faintest stars that we ean see with ease, -

Areturus: (Look up Job 9:9; 38: 31.) Farly in the evening
in Mazrch, another bright star may be seen rising a little north
of east, which is among the choicest of- the heavenly bodies.
This ig Areturus, To find it, begin at the end of the handle of
the Big Dipper, and, following the curve of the handle, extend
& Hne about thirty degrees, or until you come to the first bril-
liantly shining star. There is no other very bright star in this’
region; so the line cannot point you to any other than Areturus,
the gelfsame star whose bright beams flowed down more than
twenty-six hundred years ago upon the patient Job, and is
named by him along with other wonders of the divine creation.

Arcturns rises on the first of Mareh about eight o’cleck in
the evening, and during this month, whei ths horse-chestnut
buds are swelling and the elm trees are putting forth their first
brown blossoms, and the hawks and owls and crows ave pros-
pecting for nesting sites among the high trees, Arcturus, as if i
impelled by the onrush of spring, is returning four minutes |
earlier each evening, until at the ,beginning of April the star
rises just as the sun sets.

Arcturus, like Capella, is yellow in dolor, and is known as
a solar, or sun, type of stax. It is, however, ag one ean plainly
see, a little more tinged with red.

Situated as we are, the sun gives to the earth-billions of times
ag much light as Arcturng; but if the san were as far away as
Arcturus is, it would be one of the telsscopic stars, entively
invisible to the naked eye. In actual light-giving power Arc-
turug exceeds the sun a thousand times, Its extreme distance
ig all that saves us from this tremendous light, It is so far
away that with the unthinkable speed of light more than a
hundred years must he requived for it to come-from Arcturus
to us. If the star were blotted out of existemee, the lght that
left it on the day of the catastrophe would, a bundred years
later, still he traveling toward us and we should probably -stil]
be in ignorance of the fate of the star. '

Arcturus has the distinetion of having the most ‘rapid mation
of any of the hrightest atars, and it iz among the swiftest
moving of all the stars visible to the naked eye. Enormous
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pody as-it is, we know that it is bowling along through space
at the rate of between two and three hundred miles a second.

Orion not only includes an unusunal number of bright stars,
but it has the further distinetion of being the only constellation
visible in our latitude thai contains as wany as twp stars of
the first magnitude, or highest degree of brilliancy. These two
stars are Betelgeuss and Rigel. Betolgeuse marks the right
shoulder of Orion, and Rigel is in the left foot.

iTust about the close of 1920, on December 13, the diameter
of “Betelgeuse, the reddish first: magnitude star -in Orion, wag
measured, It is larger than all other stars or planets that had
been measured -up to that time, and would be large enough to
fill the orbit of Mars,

Bxplain “orbit of MarS,” saymg that it the center of
Batelgeuse were placed at the center of cur sun, it would reach
to earth, and past the earth to Mars. In cther words, the earth
would be cireling ingide the sun-—if Betelgeuse were onxr sun.]

The color of Betelgeuse is deep red, tinged with orange, a
eolor that marks lhe least seintillating of the stars.

In point of brilliancy Rigel ranks next to Arcturms. It is a
very bright white star, as dazzling as a small electrie light, and
as spavkling as.n fine white diamond., But with all its fair
heauty, Rigel does not scem ag much of a personage in the
agsemblage of stars as somber old ved-faced Betelgeuse; and
in looking at them I am always eonscious of feeling s somewhat
closer friendliness for Betelgeuse than for Rigel. Rigel is.so
far away that astronomers have not yet been able to measure
ity distance.

.:NoTe.— Cheose other stars as you have opportuaity te ga,ther
mterestmg facts about them,

"12. Mumc——(}hoose a second advent hymn—-one in which
a1l may 'join.

18, Talk: * The Gateway to Heaven— The middle star of
the sword of Orion is nol a star but a grest corridor of light
which pierees- the dome of ‘heaven. Polat out this “star” in
the chart of Orion used for the talk “ Favorite Winter Gon-
stellations.” ' Read the description of the. nobula as given. in
“1In Starland,” page 220, paragraph one, and pages 200-204,
Emphasize the stupendous gize of {hiz great eavern of light.

Before closing: your talk, tell about the effect the vision of
this open space to Sister White had on J ogéph Bates. (See
€ Phe Great Second Advent Movement,” p, 255 paragraphs one
and two, als¢ pp. 257-259.).

In: bzmgmg this meeting ‘toa elose, the leader may do much

- to make the message of the prograny stay in the minds of all,

- gne shou]d study, ,bh;s geience,

:-mmd Tt i’ouéés gnd directs the imagination. -
’ *truer 1dea bqth Qf h;mself and of his Creator.

by-again-emphagizing the power, the subh]mty, and the sureness
of God’s word,. The universe knows no hurry, no delay. Neither
do Ged’s purposes. . As surely as .there Jg & pateway through
which His saints will pass, just so suvely w111 He come to gather
them home when the time has come. . H. H.

o

3w =®n the Setting Sun

THOS‘E evening ciouds, that settlng 1ay,
; .. And beauteous. tints, serve to display
et Their preat Greator’s praise; .
L. ..  Then let the short-lived thing called, man,
.., .Whose life’s comprised within & span,
: ) Him his homage radse. .
. W' offen” prmse the evening clouds,
JAnd tints so gay and bold, )
. But ‘seldom think upon our God o
+ Who tinged these eloiids with gold

r-Sm Wctﬁtea Scott.. s

ERRES Lo A N [

Veoox hortor t“n

The, Heavens and Their Message Ce
"4 Ly up your eyes on Eugh and behold whe hath created
these things, thit Bringeth out thehr host. by number: e call-

- eth them all by mames by the greatness of His might, for. that
" Hb 8] strong in power; :

riot ‘one falleth - Taa. 407 26.

ThlS is. God’s mvxtatwn to the study of astronomy BEvery
It 19 the, most delightful and the
It elevatesiand broadens the
Xt gives man'a
Andi 1n a Bettor

aost mspirmg of:all the sciences.

' uﬁ*derstandmg oﬁ,God se:enqa finds 1ts t,rue semme,

“When we find that the stars arve unmeasured distances from

’ ‘us | and’ that’théy 4ré iimumerable, spa’ng]mg the’ heavens with

3ets of raﬁla,nee 1nriimte in number, e a,re in hettér eondxtion

et

: by number,” ealhng Z them all by names.”.

And viewing their sterngl constaney, as they move unde\nat

., ingly in thelr orbifs, we shall pereew‘e back of them the power

of God that ;Eorever keeps them as they are “'by f{:he grestiess
of Hig mlght fof, that He.is strong in powgr not one faﬂeth ”

- Rarely nowadays is.astronomy studied with any saoh. puI'pOSe
as-is- here indieated: ~Yet, if not so siudied, it fails- of its

'roughly the return of’ }za‘lf a score of “comets.’

13

highest purpose. However, there are these who have gained
distinction as seientists and astronomers who view the subjeet
in thig attitude of faith and reverence. . A few quotations from
some of these may have an mﬂueuce in starting us in the right
direction,

“ The great dome of the sky, filled mth glittering stars, is
one of the most sublime speetacles m nature. . . . Some shme
with a vivid light, perpetuslly ehanging and twinkling; others,
more congtant, beam softly and tranquilly wpon ve; while many
just tremhle into our sight, like a wave that, struggling to
reach some far-off land, dies as it touches the shore.

“In the presence of such weird and wondrous beauty, the
tenderest sentiments of the heart are aroused. A feeling of
awe and reverence, .of softened melancholy mingled with a
thought of God, comes over us, and awakens the hetter nature
within ws.”— Joel Dorman Stecle,. Ph, D,

Herschel, one of the greatest of astronomers, }zas said “AN
human discoveries seem to be made only for the purpose of
confirming more strongly the truths that come from on high
and are eontained in the Sacred Writings.”

And General Mitchel, astronomer, and meoving spirit in the
building of the observatory of Mt. Adams, near Cineinusati, has
spolton words that should never be forgotten:

“I{ theve be anything which can lead the mind upward tfo
the ommnipotent Ruler of the universe, and give to it approximate
knowledge of Hig inecomprehensible attributes, it ig to be found
in the grandenr and beauty of His works.

“If you would know His glory, examine the mtermmahle
range of suns and systcms which crowd the Milky Way. Mul-
tiply the hundred milliens of stars which helong to our own

‘island vniverse’ by the thousands of these astral systems that
exist in space, mthm the range of human yigion, and then you
may form some ‘ides of the infinitude of His Kingdom; for, lo!
these are hut a part of His ways. " Examine the deale on which
the universe is budlt, Comprehend, if you ean, the vast dimen-
gions of our sun. Btreteh outward through His system, from
pianet to planet, and ¢ireumscribe the whole within the immense
circumference of Neptune's orhit. ~This is but a single . unit
out of the myriads of similar systems, Take, t}xe wings of light,
and flash with impetnous speed day and night and menth and
year, till youth shall wear a,wa,y, and middle dge is gone, and
the extremist limit of human life hasg been attamed count every
pulse, and at each speed on your way a, hundred thousand mﬂes,
and when a hendred years have rolled by, Yook dut, and hehold!
the thronging millions of blazing suns are still a.round you,
each separated from the other by such a. dlst&ll(‘.& that in this
journey of a eentury you left only half a seore behind you.

“ Would you -gather ‘some knowledge of the: ommipotence of
God, welgh the earth in Whmh we dwell then' eount the millions
of 'its mhabitants that have come and gome for the last six
thounsand years, Unite thsir strength into ome: arm, and test
its power in an effort to move this earth. It could mot stir it
a singlo foot in a thonsand years; and yet under the omnipotent
hand of God, not a miiniite passes that the earth &oes not
fiy' for more "than a, thousa:nd mlles But tlns ig a ‘mere
atom; .the most 1m1gn1ﬁeant point. among His 1nuumerable
worlds. At His bidding.every planst.and satellite and. comet,
and the sun himgel, fly onward in fheir appointed courses; His
smgle arni giides the millions of sweeping suns, and around
His throne circles the preat. constellation of unnumbered ‘ynj-
verses. RS .

“ Would you eomprehend Hlié idea of the ommiscience of God,
remember that' ‘the hlghest pmna:ele of knowledge i'eaehed by
the whole humsn race, by the combined’ eﬁorts of its brlghtest
mtelleets, has enablad the astronomer to. compute approximately
the: perturbations .of the -planetary worlds. He: has: predicted
But 'God has
computed the fnupual perturbatmns of. mzlhonﬁ of suns and
planets smd comets and .worlds. without number, through the ages
that ave passed and throughout the-ages that are yet to eome,
not approx;mately, but with’ petfect zmd ubsolute premswn

‘The universe is in motmn —system r:smg above system eluater

above. cluster, nsbula above nebyla —ali ma;estma:lly sweeping
around, under the providence-of Ged; who alone knews the end
from the begimming, and before whose glory and power all
mtelllgent beings, whether in. heaven or sarth, should how with
hum:hty and awe,



14 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

“Would you gain some ides of the wisdom of God, look to
the admirable adjustments of the magnificent retinue of plancts
and sateliites which sweep around the sun. Every globe has
heen weighed and poised, every orbit has been measured and
hent to its beautifnl form., Al is changing, but the laws fized
by the wisdom of God, though they permit the rocking fo and
f:ro of the system, never introduce disorder, or lead o destruc-
tion. All is perfeet and harmonious, and the music of the
s@heres that burn and roll around our sun, is echoed by that of
ten millions of moving worlds, that sing and shine around the
bright suns that reign above,

+ 4 1f overwhelmed with the grandeur and majesty of the umni-
varse of God, we are led to exclaim with the Hebrew poet king,
¢When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the
moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained; what is man,
that Thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that Thou
visitegt him$’*» |,

Yes, the stars speak to us of God. The French officers could
dispute and deny the existence of a Creator as they sailed down
the Mediterranean beneath the splendors of the evening shies;
but when Napoleon, wearied of their babble, pointed upward
to the myriad stars above them, and said, “ All very well,
gentlemen; but who made these?” they were silent, as all
atheists must be.

“1ift up your eyes on high, and behold “— this is the study
of astronomy. And herein we find our field of observation,
namely, that of the unmeagured universe, witk its glories of
shining suns and rolling worlds,— Lucas 4. Reed, in “ dstron-
oy and the Bible”

P

Devotional Meeting for January 24
Topic!: The Book That Liveg,

Senior
£ 1. Bong Berviee.
. Opening Exercises.
Quotations: “ My Best Verse.”
. Recitation: “ When I Read the Bible Through.”
Pencil and Paper Test: “ Bible Intelligence Test.”
Bong: “ Wonderful Words of Life,” or & similar hymn,
Talk: “ Mary Jones and Her Bible,”
Symposium: “ How to Read the Bible.”
Talk: “ The Transforming Bock, ths Book That Lives”
. Bible Year Enrolment.
. Closing Exerciges,

[

. Junior
. Opening Exercise.
Quotations: “ My Best Verse.”

Leader’s Talk: “The Book That Lives”

Recitation: “ When I Read the Bible Through”

Quiz: « Bible Intelligence Test.”

Seng: “ Give Me the Bible ¥ (* Christ in Song,” No. 498},
Reading: “ Mary Jones and Her Bible”

. Buperintendent’s Talk: ¢ Reading the Bible Through.”

. Enrolling for the year.

. Closing Exeratses.

COPAROERPNS RPooammEeR

e

Senior Notes

To the Committee.— Every worth-while meeting has a pur-
pose, and every part upon the program should contribute to
that purpese. At this meeting, strivé to help your members to
senge the deep importance and the large advantage of knowing
the Bible thoroughly — of reading it through. How can one
believe implicitly what he knows only in part, or of what he
has only a general impression, Provide the supplies necessary;
such as, Bible Year leaflets, Bible Year enrolment hlanks, ete.

1. Bong Bervice— Choose songs having a spirit of faith in
and love of the Word of God. Make the singing vital,

8. Quotations: “ My Best Verse”— Bpend about three min-
utes in which the members respond by rociting favorite verses.

&, Penoil and Paper Test: ¢ Bible Intelligence Test.”— Pro-
vide paper and pencils. Pass them ovut and agk the members
to write answers. It may he completed by having each correct
and, mark his own paper, or the papers may be exchanpged for
marking. The purpoge of the test is to show that there is nged
of move definite knowledge of the Bible. Heve is a suggestion
for the test: Identify and give a fact about each of the follow-
ing: Abner, Benaldh, Deborah, Keturah, Naomi, Urish, Festus,
Cornelivs, Lydia, Bunice. Indicate on the map roughly the
location and the significance of the following places: Antioch,
Bethel, Gaza, Tarsus, Laodicea, Derhy, Kidron, Tarshish, Haran,
Meribah, Other tests equally good may be adapted from the
book, “ Socia) Plans for Misgionary Volunteers” Perhaps you
will idevelop a better ane,

8.: Symposium : “ How 1o Read the Bible”— A weck or two
hefore this meeting, arrange with several members to be ready
to speak on different methods of using the Bible, Thus:

1. Beading the Bible through. "ell the number of chapters,
anc% how one may gradualiy go over the whole book systemat-
ically.

2. iteading onc book at a time, and reading it several times.
Urge reading the heck at one sitting. This gives knowledge
of the contents of the book — a necessary foundation for all
study. To make this practical, ask a show of hands of all who
in the coming week will read the Gospel by Mark twice.

3. Reading the Gospels in order to mark the teachings of
Jesus, possibly write thems out by subjects, and draw practical
legsong from them.

4. Topical study. Taking a subject, say, “ Eternal Life,”
and tracing it through the various books.

6. Devotional reading. Taking a small portion and reading
it to find food for the soul. Thig iz the Morning Watech
method. .

6. Reading to apply the lessoms. TUse the blackboard for
this talk. Write down some questions that we should ask ovr-
selves when we read the Bible, Thus:

a. The principal subject? b, The prineipal lesson? o The
best verse- in the passage? d. The principsl psrson (trace his
story in the Bible) ¢ e¢. The teaching concerning Christ? ' f. Any
example for me to follow? g, Any error to avoid? #A. Any duty,
to perform? 4 Any promige to claim? j. Any prayer to maked

Agk one member the week before the meeting to speak on the
value of memory work. Let one give a final talk on “ Finding
Christ in the Bible, and Following Him.”— Adapted.

9. Talls: % The Transforming Book, the Book Thet Lives)—
There will be plenty of material for this talk to be found in the
writings of the spirit of propheey, in such books as ¥ Bible
Readings for ths Home Circle,” ““ The Life of Vietory,” “ The
Bible Yeay,” “ Missionary Volunicers and Their Work,” “ The
Bible in the Crities’ Den,” Seventh-day Adventist school Bible
textbooks, ete., and in the papers, such as the Foutl’s Instructor.

The Bible is the basis of Christian experience, and this should
be made clear,. In faes, it g the way through which our definite
understanding of God and His purpose for us is learned,

The Bible is the transforming book, Note the following:

“tTo what do you attribute your couniry’s greatnessf’ a
visiting Indian prince once asked Queen Viectoria. The queen
handed him a Bible. ‘That,’ gaid she, ‘is the sceret. :

“ Egerton R. Young, who spent his life ministeriug to the
Indiane of the Hudson Bay country, gives two significant pie-
tures. ¢ How did your mother die?’ he asked a heathen Indian.
¢ She died of 4 rope,’ the man answared. ‘What do you mean$’
¢ Oh! > he explained, ‘ she got s¢ ¢ld she could not snare rabbits
and eatch fish, and I was not going to be bothered with the old
thing, and one day I put a rope around her neck, and she died.

“ After a few years of gospel teaching in that tribe, note this
contrast: Two stalwart Indians appear in the church door,
carrying their invalid mother in a chair made of their hands.
Another stalwart son goes ahead, places a folded blanket for
a cushion on the hard, hackless seat; the mother is genily placed
thereon, and the son eits besids her, supporting her back with
his arm.

“ One day Captain Hall, of the colportags cruiser ¢ Life-Line,’
called at a fishermen’s shack on Coos Bay, Oregon. The cabin
was empty, bub unusually neat and elean, Captain Hall left 2
Bible upon the table, and went his way. Shortly he came upon
the two fishermen, and was invited to go with them in their
power boat to see the large chinook salmon landed. After g
pleasant hour Captain Hall returned to the ‘ Life-Tins’

“ Needless to say, the fishermen were surdprised to find the
Bible in their shack. ¢Oh, pitch it overboard!’ suggested onej
‘maybe we’ll have better figshing if you de/ ¢ Nothing doing,’
his companion replied, and put the Bible earefully on a shelf,
Through the long days and nights of the fishing season the Bible
wag the only reading matter in camp. Later the young man
who had saved the-book, was baptized. ‘ 'When you came along
that day to our camp, and just Ieft the Bible on our table
without saying anything’ he afterward explained to Captain
Hall, ¢ that starfed me to thinking about God.”

The Bible may be the source of our Christian experience, and
as such may be enjoyed, {f the heart iz given to its thorough
study, if a sensible, systematic method is followed in veading,
if the reader is willing to study hard, as for anything that i
worth while. Show that the benefits of careful Bible study are
ag enduring as life, and if accepted, as enduring as eternity.
The Word of God is the way to salvation, to victory over sin,
to triumph with Christ. Present the Bible Year lists showing
how ong may keep tack-—if he does not follow ome of the
ways explained in the topie. “How to Read the Bible” At
the close, pass out the Bible Year enrolment blanks, or simply
blank- slips of,-paper, and secure the names of those who will.
promise to make a systematic effort to read it through. Chal-
lenge those who hesitate to promise to meke a dally reading
for one month, and note the meaning it has in their Christiad
life in that short time, : H, T. B

. Junior Notes
This program,can follow rather closely the program as de-
geribed in the Senior Notes. Be sure to have plenty of Junior
Bible Year Leafiets on hand along with enrolment blanks.
For Nos."2 and 5, see Senior Notea Nog, 2 and 5. The super-
intendent may change ot add to the names of people and places.
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Do not let the test drag. Allow not more than two minates for
each question.

8. Leader's Tall: * The Book That Lives”— Source matter
is suggested in the Senior Note for an article of that name.
Use fthe illustrations there as a basis of your talk, and then
make the application, Yf the Bible so transforms heathen
fives, what can it not de in the life of a Loy and girl? It will
conquer temper, digshonesty, lying, or any other giant with
which the Junior must struggle.

&. Superintendent’s Talk: * Reading the Bible Through.’—
This should be a practical talk on ways to read the Bible
through, and suggestions as to time. The Senior Note deserib-

ing the sympesium, “ How te Read the Bible,” may suggest some .
g the symp

thoughts. However, boys and girls find it more casy to read by
rote than to study by subject. Some prefer te begin with the
Gospels, Pregent the Bible Year leaflet for Juniors where the
chapters may be marked off as read,

As to time; where there’s o will, there’s & way, One Junior
boy ecompleted his Bible Year year after year in school. He
used o get his lessons quickly, and then read during his re-
maining study periods. A young girl used to sleep with her
Bible under her head, agnd before time to stir in the morning
she usually had her chapters read.

The superintendent will make this a talk which will fit the
boys and girls of his society. At the close of the talk, enroll
those who wish to jein the ranks of dailyJ readers of the Bihle,

H. H.
ﬁ

Mary Jones and Her }Bible

MarY JowEs was the daughter of a f)oor weaver Hving in
Llanfihangel, Wales, & small village at the faot of Cader Tdris,

Bhe was born in the year 1784, and when old enough, sbe
helped her father weave. }

Her parents were devoted members of the Calvinistic Method-
ist Church; nowadays, often called the Welsh Presbyterian.

For six years she went now and then two miles te a neighber
ing farmhouse that she might read the|Bible and commit to
mamory passages from it, so that when |a mere girl she eould
repeat large portiong of the Word of Godl Tt was the exception
rather than the rule to see 3 eopy of the Scriptures in a poor
man’s house in Wales at the close of the eighteenth centnry.

Tn the meantime she was eareful to safle the pennies in order
to have a Bible of her own, After a fdw years she had saved
a sufficlent sum,

The nearest place where she eould puréhase a copy was DBala,
twenty-five miles away. f

It was early o2 a bright mornmg in lthe spring of 1800, in
the gixteenth year of her age, that Mary started for Bala, bare-
footed, carrying her shoss, to be put on just before entering
the town. i

-8he arrived late in the evening, and| went to the home of
David Edward, az old minister to whom ghe had been directed.

The' Rev. Thomas Charles generally(kept Bibjes on hand.
It was too late to see Mr, Charles that #ight, but before dawn
the next morning they went to hig hom(?.

. Mr. Charles was very sorry to tell Mfary that all the Bibles
he had received from London had been sold months since except
oné or two which friends had ordersd. T

. The little majd wept bitterly. She was greatly disappoeinted,
~and Mr, Charles was deeply moved, indomuch that he let her
have ohe of the Bibles promised to his friends.

Tkis visit made o lasting impression jupon both Mr, Charles
and Mary. Whenever the good minis;iif came to Lianfikangel,
or the neighborhood to hold meetings, Mary was always present,

In December, 1802, Mr. Charles preached in the Spitalfields,
London. At this time he attended the committee meeting of
the Religious Tract Society, and told them of the pressing needs
of Wales. Among other proofs he rse/‘ited the story of Mary
Jones and her visit to Bala.

Sympathy was awakened, and the com&nittee was on the point
of acceding to Mr. Charles’ request that a Bible society should
be “institnted for Wales, whsn the Rev. Joseph Hughes of
Battersen, a noted Welsh Baptist minister, exclaimed, «Mr.
Charles, if we have a Bible society for Wales, why not for the
whole country; why not for the whole world?”

This way the origin of the British and Foreign Bible Society.

Afterward Mary Jongs was married to a weaver, Thomas
Lewis; and they lived in Brynerug, a neighboriag village,

She always maintained her love for Fhe Bible, and became

an authority in the village on matfers pertaining to the
Seriptures. ]

|

Mary kept bees, and a large part of what the bees produced
ghe divided hetween the Bible Society and the foreign mission-
ary societies. )

In 1854 an offering was made in the Methodist chapel
in behalf of the China Million Testament Fund. One half-
sovereign (about $2.50) was found on the plate.

As the eongregation was composed of poor people, it was
thought that gome eme had made a mistake. It was afterward
hrought to light that Mary, now a widew, was the giver, It
was a part of what the bees had earned.

Mary died Dee. 28, 1864, being in her eightieth year. The
Bible that she had bought at Bala was on a table by her bed.
The sweet promises she knew by heart. The Book had ‘heen
her constant companion through life— Benjomin Thomas.

When I Read the Bible Through

I surrosED I knew my Bihle,
Reading piecemeal, hit or miss,
Now a bit of John or Matthew,
Now a snateh of Genesis,
Certain chapfers of Igaiah,
Certain psalms (the éwenty-third),
Twelfth of Romans, first of Proverbs,—
Yes, I thought T knew the Word!
But X found that thorough reading
Was a different thing to do,
And the way was unfamiliar
When I read the Bible through.

0, the massive, mighty velumel
0, the treasures manifold!

O, the beauty and ‘the wisdom
And the grace it proved to hold!

Ag the story of the Hebrews
Swept in majesty atong,

As it leaped in waves prophetie,
As it burst to sacred song,

Ag it gleamed with Christly omens,
The Old Testament was new,

Strong with ewmulative power,
When I read the Bible through.

Ah, imperial Jeremiah,

With his keen, eormscant mind)
And the blunt old Nehemiah,

And Egzekiel refined!
Newly eame the minor prophets,

Each with hig distinetive robe;
Newly came the song idyllie,

And the tragedy of Joh;
Deuteronomy the legal,

To a towering mountain grew,
With its comrade peaks around it —

When I read the Bible through.

What a radiant suecession,
Ag the pages rise and fall,
James the sturdy, John ths tender,
And the myriad-minded Paul.
Vast apoealyptic glories
Whesl and thunder, flash and flame,
‘While the ehureh triumphant raises
One ineomparable name,
- Ah, the story of the Saviour '
Naver glows supremely trne
Till you read it whole and swiftly,
Till you read the Bible through!

You who like to play at Bihle,
Dip and dabble here and there,
Just before you kneel, aweary,
And yawn throngh a hurried prayer,
Yon who treat the Crown of Writings
As you treat no other book,—
Just a paragraph disjointed,
Just a erude, impatient look —
Try & worthier procedurs,
©  Try a broad and steady view;
You will kneel in very rapture,
When you read the Bible through. !

— Amos R. Wells.

IT 18 not the revolution that destroys the machine, but the
friction..— Beecher,

Tue human race is divided into two elasses,— those who go
ahead and do something, and those who sit still and inguirs,
“ Why wasn’t it done the other way?”— Oliver Wendell Holmes.
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.+ M. V. Programs for Advanced Schools
T For Week Ending January 3
Ijopia ¢ Preparation Before Power.

. 'The program suggested for this week is one which lends
itsélf very happily to college soeieties. A collegs education
nisans little to the worker who knéws nolhing of the power of
God- in the lifs. *What the chureh needs today is not more
niachinely or bstter, not new organizations or more novel weth:
ods, but men whom the Holy Ghost oan use -——men of prayer,
men mighty in prayer.”” (8ee page opposite February in 1925
Momning Wateh Calandar.) And along with prayer is linked
tlle necessity of daily Bible study — the Morning Wateh,

Using the suggested outline as a basis and choosing the
material adaptable to your soeiety, encourage oviginal prepava-
tion. A college library eontaing excellent source materinl, Such
books as “The Morning Wateh,” Bram; “ Quiet Talks on
Piayer,” Gordon; ¥ Prayer,” MeConky; ¢ Real Prayey,” Meyers;
“ Personal Prayer,” Trumbull, and “ How to Obtain Fulness of
Power,” Torvey, will bo of value to the eommittee in outlining
the program, and to those who will take part.

For Week Ending January 10
Topic: What We Owe Our Soclety,

This program is intended to place Missionary Volunteer goals
and purposes before the societies of fhe whole eountry. Bineo
1he work of the college society is begun and goals are set when
it ig reorganized at the heginning of the school year, this pro-
gram may partake of the nature of a mid-year rally. Have the
various secretaries review the hopes and aims of their special
dopartments, and report on the progress thus far. A message
{rom the college president as to the resulis and value of Mis-
sionary Voluntser work to the college as a whole would fit into
suck a plan. Then, the Jeader and his sssistants should have
a word of encouragement, and a plea for betier, stronger work
as:the school months fiy by. The motto of Mary Slessor,
“ God cannot give His best to us till we have given ours,” may
be.the banner around which new enthusizsm gathers for the
Migsionary Velunteer woik of the spring ferm,

If the above suggestions do not seem practicable, the society
may substitute an original program.

For Week Ending January 17
Topie: The Heavens and Their Messuge.

It i3 gurprising how many students leave a eollege course
withent having awakened in them a love for and an appreciation
of ‘the atars. The purpose of the regular program is thig, and
we _helieve the college soeieties shonld not miss sueh an oppor-
funity, There should be nothing teehnical attempied, just
interesting facts that can be presented in terms every one
understands, Lnhst the help of the teachsr and sindents of
astronomy. Charts, drawings, or slides will add greatly to the
enjoyableness of the program. Note the refsrences in the notes
to good source material.

¥or Week Ending January 24
Topie: The Book That Lives.

The story of the Bible'and how it has lived throngh the ages,
is one that is ever new. The purpose of the program is to en-
courage Bible Year enrolment. With this in mind, the execu-
tive eommittee should plan an appesling program for the stu-
dents of the college it sexves, 'The Bible Year babit has kept
many a student faithfel to systematie Bible reading when the
press of duties and the voluminous reading of classes would
otherwise have crowded it out. So, pray and plan, then present
this program to meet the needs of the sindents.

January- Responsibilities

BEcAUSE you have had twe Moming Wateh programs ye-
cently, do not think that your responsibilities slong devotional
lines are at an end. The goal, that every young person iu the
chureh should possess a ealendar and obsexve the Morning
Wateh, should be eonstantly before you. Ouly as there is daily
communion m the private life of:each msmber will there be
power in the publie life of the church. So have a supply of
calendars on hand, and bring them to the attention of the
gociety at some time during each meeting in Januvary. A Morm-
ing Watch drill, & reeitation of oge of the poems in the ealen-
dar,’'a testimony of what the Morning Wateh has meant to each
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member,— any one or all of these ‘ways may be uged at various
times. Call attention to the series of Morning Wateh arficles
in the Instructor during the last two months.

Then there is another phase of Morning Watch promotion
which the executive eommittee ghould keep in mind: that is,
the value of this calendar as a migsionary ocrzan, One was
handed to a Sunday school superintendent, and ag a result
encugh were ordered to supply the whole Sunday school. Ome
soeiety tried the plan of presenting a ealendar to the leaders
of the Chrigtian Endeavor and Epworth Leagne HSociaties of the
churches in the home eity. A small goelety in one of our
Middle Western cities undertook to supply a calendar fo ac-
company each Gideon Bible placed in ‘the hoteis of the eity.
Think and pray, and ways of making this calendar a blessing
will eome to you.

The Missionary Volunteer Topies for 1925

Here ayve the topies for the year 1925. Clip this from your
GazrrTE, and look ahead from month tp month, preparing for
that which is coming. Begin now te gatlher material in advance.
“ 8. of A.” stands for Standard of Attainment.

Januery
3. Preparation Before Power (Morning Wateh).

10, What We Owe Qur Society.

17. The Heavens and Their Message,

24, The Book That Lives.

31. Original program by loeal seciety.

- February

7. “Thy Will Be Done” (congeeration of time, strength,
ete. ).
14, The Manhopd of Lincoln,
21, “ Toward the Mark ” (8. of A.).
28, Afriea Today.
Mareh
7. Christian Cilizenship.
14, * Thy Will- Be Done ” (conseeration of influenee).
21, How to Ii.n;;oy the Springtime (nature study).
28. “ Men 'Who Have Made Good ” {hiographieal).
April
4. * Thy Will Be Done” (choosing right friends).
11. Some Missionary Heroes (biographical}.
18. The Advantages of Country Living,
256, How We Got Our Bible.
May
2. A Missionary's Task (problems of adaptation).
9. My Mother.
16, Thy ‘Will Be Done 7 (conseeration of thought)
23. Original program by local society.
30. A Day with Whittier.
June

for school).
Evidenee — Not Demongtration,
God’s Out-of-Doors. . :
The Transforming Power (breaking native customs).

13,
20,
27.

July
4, T'reedom to Worship God,
11, “ Thy Will Be Done ¥ (bearing the cross).
18, Half Way (Mid-Year Rally).
25, Pioneering for the Message in Afriea:
August
1. Original Program. by Local SBoglety.
8. Prepared for Providence (Edueational .Day).
15. One Pocket for God.
28, “Thy Wili Be Done” (consecration of time}.
29, The Converted MNative,
September
5. Harvest-Ingathering.
12, Pressing Omn.
19, * Thy Will Be Done ” (eonseeratlon of money).
26. Miggionary Volunteers in Afrm&

October

10. “Into Al the World.”

17, The Justlee of God.

24. “Thy Will B¢ Done” (a spirit of open- mmdedness,

" “freedom from gossip). )

81. Original program by loeal society. ' . .
November T

7. A Boy’s Choms (Father and Son Week)
14, The Peace of God.
21, A Thankiful Heart.
28, The Reading TaIent-——an Opp01tun1ty
Decembey
5. <« Thy Will: Be Done ? (Christian -stewardship).
12.°On the Border of Canaan (missions).
19. A (Good-Will Message. .
26. “ When Hs Came t¢ Himself ” (purpose meeting).

3. Honoring the Cross in Musie. * ‘ -

|

6, * Where There’s a Will There's a Way ” (making a way {

i
i
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