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Tomorrow’s Bridges

Our day is done at evening. Let’s forget

The timos we've left God’s well-marked paths and let
Our footsteps lag in bypaths carclessly,

The miry spots, and other times that we

Through hrambly thickets foreced our own hard way —
Tonight He’s making us another day.

Let’s soothe our hurts and wipe the sweat :Lnd. soil
Away, and sleep and be refreshed from toil,
Leaving to Him the things we can’t make right.
His hand is out before us through the night,
Smoothing tomorrow’s pathways that, ave steep,
Building tomorrow's bridges while we sleep.
CLARK BENNETT.
Knapp, Wis.

Entering New Territory
THERE has been, in recent years, a grdwing tendency in our
- work to settle down te doiug pastoral work in the churches
a,]reac'fy established, with 2 slackening wp in the entering of
new territery and the raising up of mew churches.

Comparing the reeords of ten years ago with omr presemt
standing as to the number of churches, it is apparent that we
have fewer churches in some conferences than we had ten years
ago, and that there has likewise been in a number of confer-
ences an actual reduction in the membership. There are, of
course, many conferences that ave increasing in membership.

This Toduction in churches is not because we have thoroughly
covered our territory in the establishment of churches.

We have in mind one conference of some ninety counties,
seventy of which do not have a church in them. We can put
our fingers on old conferences in which the message bas been
preached for years, where there are cities of from 50,000 to
100,000 population without a company of belicvers.

While we surely appreciate the importamce of consolidating
our gaing and thoroughly establishing the companies that ave
already in the truth, we believe there is cause for serious con-
sideration in the facty just referred to.

Tn the beginning of every reform movement, its pioncers,
fired with holy zeal, have prossed rapidly on into new territory,
planting the standard of truth and raising up memorials. As a

new gencration has arisen, lacking something of the early fire,
there has always been the fendency to settle down with a
gradual deadening of the spiritual lfe. Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, with a message for the whole world, cannot afferd fo
permyit sueh tendencies to grew upon them.

Time was when workers were willing to saerifice the home
conveniences and gpend months in new territory, away from
their families if meed be, giving the message and raising up
churches, It is growing diffieult today to get men to do this
in the home field, and year after year eflorts, if held at all,
are being put on in the same places where the workers continue
their residence.

Tn some of our conferences the old-fashioned tent-mesting
has become entirely obsolete. It is certainly being demon-
strated, however, that in spite of the overwhelming attractions
in the world, tent efforts and hall efforts in mnew territory can
be conducted successfully, and substantial churches raised up
and established. ' :

With svery evidence that the end is rapidly hastening wpon
us, we believe that our conference commiitees ought to give
careful consideration to planting the standard of truth in the
unentered places, which mnst have the warning before the end
eomes. ‘ .

When our people see an aggressive campaign of this kind
on, they invariably rally with the funds, and we believe that
the Lord Himself will back up well-balanced efforts to reach
ont into new tervritory, while solidly holding together the
companies already raised up.

In thig connection we belleve that every effort should be
made to develop the talent in our churches, and to place re-
sponsibilities on our lay brethven, with a view to producing a
leadership that ean hold the home bases, while workers are
freed to reach out info new places. A worker who feels that
everything of importance must be dome by him, or that his
fingers must be kept on every little detail instead of harnessing
the activilics of the eatire church, is making a fremendous
mistake.

In planuing to enter new territory; it is a good thing, I
believe, to have our celporteurs cover the territory with our
truth-filed literature, turning in the names of those who seem
to be most deeply interested.

“ The golemn, gacred message of warning must be proclaimed
in the most difficult fields and in the most sinful cities, in every
plaec where the light of the great threefold gospel message has
not yet dawned. Fvery one is to hear the last call to the
marriage supper of the Lamb. I'rom town to town, from city
to city, from couniry to country, the message of present truth
is to be proclaimed, not with cutward display, but in the power
of the Spirit. As the divine principles that our Saviour eame
to thig world to set forth in word and life, are presenfed iu the
gimplicity of the gospel, the power of the message will make
itself felt. In this age, a mew life, coming from the Source
of alt life, is to take pogsession of every laborer. O, how lttle
do we comprehiend the breadth of our mission! We need a faith
that is earnest and determined, and a courage that is un-
shaken. Our time “for work is short, and we are tc labor with
unflagging zeal.”—* Gospel Workers,” p. 87.
’ W. ¢, MorFrzrr,
South Laneaster, Mass,

The Work in the Cities !

I prEAMED that *several of our brethren were in council,
considering plans of labor for this season. They thomght it
best not to enter the large cities, but to begin work in small
places, remote from the cities; here they would meet less oppo-
sition from the clergy, and would avoid great expenss. They
reasonad that our ministers, being few in nwnbcer, eculd not
be spared to instruct and care for those who might aceept the
truth in the eities,'and who, because of the greater opposition
they would there mecet, would need more help than would the
churches in small country places. Thus the fruit of giving a
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course of lectures in the ecity would, in a great measure, be
lost,

Again, it was urged that, becanse of our limited means, and
beecause of the many changes from moving that might be ex-
peeted from a chureh in a large eity, it would be difficult to
build up a ehureh that would be a strength to the cause. My
hushand was urging the brethren to make broader plans with-
out delay, and put forth, in our large cities, extended and
thorough effort, that would better correspond to the character
of our message. One worker related ineidents of hiy experience
in the cities, showing that the work was nearly a failure, but
he testified to bhetter success in the small places.

One of dignity and authority — One who is present in all our
couneil meetings — wag ligtening with deepest interest to every
word. He spoke with deliberation and perfeet assurance.
“The whole world,” HMe said, “is God's great vineyard. The
cities and villages constitute a part of that vineyard. These
must be worked. Satan will try to interpote himself, and
discourage the workers, so a® to prevent them from giving the
message of light and warning in the mors prominent as well as
in the more secluded places. Desperate efforts will be made
to turn the people from truth'to falsehood. Angels of heaven
are commissioned to co-opsrate with the efforts of God’s ap-
peinted messengers on earth. Ministers must encourage amd
maintain an unwavering faith and hope, ae did Christ, their
living Head. They must keep humble and contrite in heart
before God.” . . .

We must not hide the truth in the cormers of the earth.
It must be made known; it must shine in ow” large cities.
Christ in His labors took His position by the lakeside, and in
the great thoroughfares of travel, where He could meet people
from all parts of the world, He wag giving the frue light;
He was sowing the gospel soed; He was regening truth from its
companionship with error, and presenting it in its orviginal
simplicity and elearness, so that men could eomprehend it—
Mrs, B. G. White, in * Testimonies” Vol, VII, pp. 84, 85;
written in Oaklond, Calif., dpril 1, 1874.

Preparation for Sabbath Services

“ &rupy to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
2 Tim, 2: 15, )

At one time during 2 battle, two men came to King David
to bring tidings eoncerning the warfare. Coshi brought a
message, while Ahimaaz eame without ome, Cushi could say,
% Tidings, my lord,” amd commanded the attention of the king
and his assoclates, while the one without a message was told
to stand aside. RSo it is with our church elders and leaders.
No one should think of standing before a congregation, however
small, without fivet making thorough preparation, and having a
definite message for the people. “Seest thon a man diligent
in his business? he shall stand before kings.” Prov. 22: 29,

We ghould not go empty handed. An elder should make
thorough preparvation for the Sabbath services. The success-
ful ehurch elder or Sabbath school superintendent will make all
arrangements before the opening of the meeting. The most
successful Sabbath sehool superintendent that it has beem my
privilege to meet, spent mueh tiree during the week in arrang-
ing the program for Sabbath. He knew just,how long each part
ghould take. He not only studied hig lesson every day and
knew it thoroughly, but he was at the church over anm hour
before time for Sabbath sehool, to be sure nothing took place
for which he wae mot prepared. He also notified those who
were to have any part in the Skbbath school at least & week
in advanee, that they might be prepared fox their duties on
that day. In fact, he spent much time ip planning to make
the Sabbath school a success, and with smeh definite arrange-
ments, it sueeceeded.

In the text quoted above the Lord tells us to  study” to
show ourselves “approved unte God.,” I read in “ Gospel
Workers,” page 437:

% There are ministers who coms to the prayer meeting, and
pray the same old, lifeless prayers over and over; they preach
the same dry discourses from week to week and from month
to month. They have nothing new and inspiring to present
to their congregations.”

.

My brethren, ihese things ought not so te be. The Lord

has spoken very jositively to His people:

“If God’s Word were studied as it should be, men would
have a breadth of mind, a nobility of character, and a stability
of purpose that is rvarely seen in thest times”—“ Steps to
Christ,” p. 95,

Think what might be aeeomplished'if the chureh elders
would all study their Bibles as they should.

God promises to bring all things to our remembrance, but
nowhere does He promige to bring things to us of whieh we
have had no knowledge, Again we are told:

“Tt ix a sin to be neglectful of the study of the Word while
attempting to teach it to others.”—* Gospel Workers,” p. 99.

We as ministers and church officers do not spend enough
time in prayer.

“ Why should the sons and daughters of God be reluetant
to pray, when prayer is the key in the hand of faith to unlock
heaven’s storehouse, where are treasured the Houndlesz resources
of Omnipotence? - Steps to Christ,” p. 99,

In *“Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers,” pages
162, 163, I read:

“We have been asked why it is that there is so little power
in the ehurches, . .. The answer is that men do not walk
with God, but separate eompany with Jesus, and as a vesulb
we see manifested in the chureh selfishness, eovetousnoss, pride,
atrife, eontention. .. . Even among those who preach the
sacred word of God, this state of evil iz found; and unless
there is thorough reformation among those who are unhely and
unsanetified, it would be better that such men should leave
the ministry.” ‘

Again I read:

“ Evary teacher must be a learner, that his eyes may be
anointed to ge¢ the evidenees of the advaneing truth of God.
The beams of the Sun of Righteousness must shine into his
own heart if he would impart light to others”— Review and
Herald, Feb. 18, 1890.

“ Whatgoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.”
Eeel, 9: 10.

Elders and leaders of churches will be mueh more successful
if they will take time for earnest prayer, and a definite time
for study and to arrange for church services, If we wish to
be suceessful, we must lay our plans accordingly. Study, pray,
plan, and you will sueceed. May the Lord help eaeh ehurch
¢lder to be a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.

Mogrrls LUKENS.

College Place, Wash,

An Important Aetion

So insistent and active have become the efforts of certain
people of late to gain access to Beventh-day Adventist ehurches,
it was deemed of sufficient importance to pass the following
recommendation at the rveeent Autumn Council held at Des
Moines, Towa, by the representatives of the world field there
assembled. Chureh officers everywhere, therefore, will do well
lo give heed to the counsel here given, although mention here-
tofore has frequently bheen made of these same things in various \
ways in the eolumns of the GAZETTE.

“ WurreAg, Our churches frequemtly receive requests from
persons desiring to speak from the pulpit or to soliett funds;
and,

“WHEREAS, In many cases great losses have been sustained
by the work of God through presemtation of unworthy ecauses
and the geewring of funds for the same; therafore,

“ We recommend, 1. That all our ministers and ehurch officers
be instrueted not to open the pulpit to any persons exeept those
who have recognition or recommendation from the conference
authorities.

“2, That no permission be granted to solieit funds, either
publiely or privately, without sueh recognition,

“ 2, That all funds eontributed by our people for any cause
be passed through the regular chanuels of the ehurch.”

T, B B,

Or making wise use of the moments, Sister White writes:

“ The eultivation of the intellect need not he prevented by
poverty, humbls origin, or unfavorable eurroundings. Only
et the moments be treasured.”

The Fireside Correspondence School, Takoma Park, Wash-
ington, D. C., will he glad to hear from all church officers and
others degjring to heed these carnest words.
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Home Migsionary Department

SOWING THE SEED

Suggestive Outline for Home Missionary
. Service
(Sabbath, April 4)
OrevinGg Boweg: “ Even Unte the End,” No. 537, “ Christ in
Song.”

Seripture Reading: Psalms 126: 1-6.
Prayer.
Briet Report of Missionary Work Done in' March.
Offering for Home Missionary Work.
HSong: “ Bringing in the 8heaves,” No. 583, ¢ Christ in Seng.”
Bible Study: “ The Bpirit of Servies.”
A Talk: “ What Is Your Church Missionary Program?”
Reading: “ Some Interesting Experiences in the Philippines.”
Oue or two brief persomal experiences would add to the interest

of the service. .
Closing Somg: “ Winning Precious Souls te Thes,” No. 536,
¢ Christ in Song.”
Benedietion,
Note to the Leader

This serviee should be made to arouse interest in missionary
work throughout the summer months, If the missionary com-
mittes gives study to plans before the meeting, definite sugges-
tions can be made as to the work all may do.

The Spirit of Service

E. P, PETERSON

Question— To whom should we direct the minds of those we
associate with? .

Answer—* The next day after Fohn stoed, and two of his
diseiples; and looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith,
Behold the Lamb of Ged!” Johr 1: 35, 86.

Ques— What resulted from John’s witness of Christ?

Ans—The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed
Jesus.” Johm 1:37.

Ques.— What question did Jesus ask them?

Ang—* Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto
them, What seek ye? They said unte Him, Rabhi, (which
is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest
Thou?” John 1: 38.

Ques.— What did Jesus invite them to dof

Ans—"“ He saith unto them, Come and see”
(first part).

Ques.— What wag the name of one of the two who followed
Jesus ¥ )

Ang—** Omg of the two which heard John spezk, and followed
Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.” Jobn 1: 40.

Ques— In what way did Andrew reveal the true missionary
gpirit?

Ang,— He first findeth his own brother 8imon, and saith unto
him, We¢ have fourd the Messias, whieh is, being inter-
preted, the Christ. And he brought him to Jesus.” John
1: 41, 48,

John 1:39

What Is Your Church Missionary Program?

EvErY chureh should have all the year round at least two
continuous programs relating to the missionary work of the
church: Fivst, 2 program of aetivity; seeond, 2z program of
training. These two prineiples are absolutely essential to a
well-organized missionary program in any ehurch. It is prae-
tically impossible to have a epntinuous program of activity on
the part of the church, unless the churck members are trained
in the various lines of missionary work, and viee versa. For
who could eonceive of members {rained in missionary effort
baing given no opportunity to put in praetice the things they
have Jearned.

The apostle Paul also witnesses to the above principles when
he says, “ He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ’” Eph. 4:11, 12. Praetieally
every chureh throughout the country has soms program of
activity, even if at times it is a hit-and-miss program. Giften
it partakes of the naturs of campaign effort rather than a

!

'

steady missionary’endeaver throughout the year, As one writer
has so aptly said, “ The chureh, which is the body of Christ,
has two arms, twe ministries, the clerical and the lay. In the
ordinary ehureh the clerical ministry is overworked while the
lay ministry is underworked and underdeveloped.”

It is doing a great injustice to omr church members, when,
after jntrodueing them as new converts into the chureh, we
utterly disvegard their training and education along the lines
of Christian service. No chureh should heeome so busy in its
busincss of evangelism that it neglects the edueation and
training of those whom it has evangelized. Its firat duty is
to those whom it has introduced inte the Christian life. Every
church should partake of the eharacter of a sehool rather than
merely a place within four walls to which to come and listen
to fine sermons and discourses. The chureh is a workshop, not
a “rest home.”

The servant of the Lord, speaking on this same question,
hag laid down gome etornal principles which should he pondered
again and again:

“ BEvery chureh should be o training school for Christian
workers, Its members should be taught how to give Bible
readings, how to conduet and feach Sahbath school classes, how
best to help the poor and to care for the sick, how to work
for the uncomverted. There should be schocls of health, epok-
ing schools, and elasses in various lines of Chyistian help work,

There should not only be teaching, but aetual work under ex-
perienced instruetors.”—* The Ministry of Healing,” p. 149,

Our Greatest Need

The burden for training and educating our chureh members
will naturally fall upon the ministers and church officers. Be-
foxe the army of Prince Immanuel goes forth to battle, it should
be trained for conflict. The servant of the Lord declares that
thig is our greatest need.

“In every church there is talent, which, with the right kind
of lahor, might be developed to become a great help in this
work, That which is needed now for the upbuilding of ocur
churches is the nice work of wise laborers to diseern and
develop talent in the church,— talent that ean be educated for
the Master’s use. There ghould be a well-organized plan for
the employment of workers to go inte all our churehes, large
and small, to instruct the members how te labor for the up-
building of the ehurch, and also for unbelievers. It is training,
education, that ¢s needed. These who labor in visiting the
churehes should give the brethren and sisters instruetion in
praetical methods of doing missionary work.”--* Pestimonies,”
Vol IX, p. 117,

Again in a little fract, “ An Appeal” urging our ehurch
members to engage in missionary work, she says,

“Those who have the oversight of the churches should seleet
members who have ability, and plaece them under responsibilities,
at the same time giving them instruetion as to how they may
best serve and bless others,”— Page 10.

Has not the time come, brethren, to follow out the instruetion
given to us from the spirit of prophecy? This program of
training and edueating our church members has long been
negleeted. We have been remiss in our duty concerning this
heavy responsibility, but there iz gtill opportunity to redeem
the time by putting into effect this program, that our laity
may be taught how to put “out to the exchangers” their
talents of time and energy.

The Seed Sowing

We are still living in the time of the seed sowing, as men-
tioned in the 8th chapter of Luke, and not onee should it
ever enter our ‘minds that time is so short we meed not sow
any longer. The harvest of the earth is almost ripe, and soon
the' yeapers will he busy gathering in the ripened grain for
the heavenly garner, but the church that sews most will reap )
most. “ This I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly; and he whieh soweth bountifully shall reap
alse bountifully” 2 Cor. 9:6,

Bome may say, “ But I have been sowing the seed ever since
I have known this truth, and yet I have seen no fruit.” Per-
haps so, dear sister, but God has not forgotten your labor of
love and szerifice; your prayers ecome up before God, and every
act of kindness and love in behalf of souls is recorded in the
books of heaven. 'We need to be patient, for we do not always
understand the ways of God. Regarding our own Christian
experience He says, “ The husbandman waiteth for the precious
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he
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receive the early and latter rain” “So the Christian iz to
walt with patience for the fruition in his life, of the word
of God’— Chiist’s Object Lessons,” p. 61. In God’s own way
He will watch over the seed sown, and some day it will germi-
nate and vield, ¥ some g hundredfold, some gixtyfold, and some
thirtyfold.” So our efforts to spread this glorious truth shou]d
not relax as we near the end, but vather should we go forth
with ten. times our former strength.and power. God is waiting
to do great things for us as we catch His plan of missionary
aggression.

© A Liue of Missionary Work for Every Church

In every chureh there should be in operation some contingous
line of missionary endeavor. There should never be a time in
either its program of aetivities or training, that it should
have a vacation. The devil never takes a vacation, why
should the hevalds of the cross take onc? We do not mean
by this that any church should lay such large plans of organ-
ized missionary effort that it will fall of its own weight.
But rather, “The very simplest modes of work should be de-
vised and set in operation among the churehes. If the members
will unitedly acecpt such plans, and perscveringly carry them
out, they will reap @ rich reward.”"—* Testimontes,” Vol. VI,
#. £33, But the plans that are accepted ought to be sueh that
in time gvery family in the neighborhood may be visited, and
the truth for this time explained to them. “ Wherever a church
is established, all the members should engage actively in mis-
sionary work. They should visit every family in the neighbor-
hood, and know their spiritual condition.”—Id., p. 896.

To carry on such work ths General Conferenge Home Mission-
avy, Department can recommend te our churches many lines of
migsionary sndeavor that have been tried and tested. There
is really no excuse for & single church in owr ranks not having
a missionary program of its own for the salvation of souls in
its wneighborhood. Look over earefully the following sugges-
tiong, and see if your ehurch cannot adopt some of these pians:

Bible Evangelism

Tor some time the Home Missionary Department has segn
the: great need of training our members in the art of giving
simple Bible readings. In faet, somc instruction given to us
many years ago has been a guiding star in laying our plans
for this important phase of our work. It reads as follows:

“TIn visions of the night, representations passed before me
of a great reformatory movement among God’s people.
Hundreds snd thousands were geen visiting famidies, and open-
ing before them the Word of God, . . . On every side, doorg
were thrown open to the proelamation of ths truth.”— Id,, Vol
IX, p. 196.

Every church ought to have a band of Bible workers, who
shoufd read and study how best to present the truth io their
neighbors, Tn many of our ehurches such classcs have been
formed, and today they are doing suceessful work, Thiy class
can be taught by the local pastor or a Bihle worker. In case
your church has ueither, the chureh edder or some other com-
petent person should carry the burden. For instruetion pur-
poses, we have furnished a booklet, “ The Art of Giving Bible
Readings,” and a sories of leaflets,  Brief Bible Readings for
Busy Peopls,” containing twenty-eight Bible studies on the
message. Why not organize such & class in your church?

The Literature Ministry

Of course it would be impossible to carry on strong mission-
ary work without the cireulation of our message-filled books
and periodicals, Today the seed is being sown everywhere
through this method, and our good literature i being cireulated
literally by the ton. Who can estimate the good it has done
in bringing the truth 1o thousands? They agay that one third
of our membership today has been won to the truth through
this ageney. The following are a few suggestions for literature
work:

Signs of the Times— This is our pioneer missionary period-
ieal. For years it has given the truth to thousands, and is
fully a¢ able now to present it ag at any time in its history.
As far ag possible, every ehureh should have a c¢lub of the Signs.
These can either come in bulk to your church and then be
distributed systematically from house to house by the members,
or they may be sent direct from the publishers to different

addresses. Many churches are receiving clubs for their corre-
gpondence work. The slogan of the Signs—More Signs
means more souls ’—ig not an cmpty saying, for results have
fully demonstrated that it is worthy of this title.

Watchman.— This magazine ig today doing a wonderful
work in the world, for it reaches a class of people who very
getdom, if cver, have the time or interest to hear the message
preached in our svangelistic meetings, We refer particularly
to the professional men, sueh as doetors, lawyers, ministers, and
men in publie tife. They must be reached in some way. Per-
haps your chureh eould subseribo for a c¢lub to he sent to all
the ministers and leading educators in your city, One othar
method that is proving a suceess wherever it is used, is the
placing of the Waichman, together with a library binder, in
the various city libraries, reading rooms, Y. M. C. A’s, ete.

Tracts— In the early days our message was carxied every-
where in the form of traets, and many were won to the truth
through this simple method. Today we have a fine array of
tracts, and every church should have a stock on hand, Some
churehes have manufactured a tract raek, which hangs ih the
vestry of the ehureh, where ehurch members may get a supply of
tracts at any time without cost to them, this expense heing
met by the first Sabbath Offerings for home missionary work,
Al members should be urged te join the “XKing's Pocket
League.” All that is required for membership is the dedication
of one pocket for traets. In the ease of & woman, she could
earry the tracis in a hand bag or pocketbook. Our slogan is,
“A traet a day” The missiodary seerstary of the ehurch
should see that her ehurch has a good supply of traets on hand
at ail times. We have a good assortment in Leaves of Autumn
and the Bible Truth Series. )

Home-Foreign Work— Here 12 a problem of thirty-five il
lion opportunities. Often we ave touched by the calls of the
hoathen in far-away fields 1o come over and halp them, but
what about the millions of foreigners whom God in His provi-
denee has brought to our very doors? What are we doing for
them? Will not Gtod hold us responsible in the day of judgment
for our negilect? The most effective way to reach them iy
through our foreign literature and our medieal work, They
are susceptible to the influences of the truth, they respond to
kindness. Before us stretehes a field of missionary aetivity
that is unlimited in ils ability to produce results. Just recently
the Brookfield branch of the Pacific Press Publishing Associa-
tion, which has charge of civeulating and publishing our various
foreign periodieals, has issued Present Truth in ten languages,
of eight numbers each. Thus the tyuth ean be brought to them
systematically. In your c¢hureh a home-foroign band eould be
organized for work among these people. Besides this literature,
they are publishing quarterly magazines and traets.

Present Truth— Here is a ficld of endeaver that never grows
old. TPerhaps no periodieal in our ranks iz so well known as
Present Trwth. Every chureh in the land, it would seem, has
usged it in one way or another, and we cannot recommend it too
highly for systematic missionary work. Properly conducted, a
systematic Present Truth campaign becomes & feeder to overy
line of missionary endeavor. It will awalen an interest for the
Bibte band to {foliow up. It will open the way for the cirenla-
tion of our small books, and also largs books., It will give op-
portunity t0 develop the medieal missiouary phase. Even if
your church has in the past conducted & Present Truth cam-
paign, do so againj go over the territory again, perhaps those
who did not respond the first time will do so the next. Present
I'ruth can be used in correspondenee worlk. In fact, practically
all our correspondence classes are uging it today. It is not
an uneommon thing for a church to be sending out through the

‘mails 500 to 1,000 eopics of Present Truth a week,

Small Books— In every chureh there are always some who
can selt our small books with profit. This line should pot bs
neglected, as many souls have been won to the truth through a
copy of the “Busy Men's Library,” which, had heen placed
in their hands, Many of our churches have built-in depositorics,
where they keep a quantity of small books on hand for those
who desire them, .

Home Workers® Prospectus— Ag there s a continual demand
for books that are not doetrinal, such as story hooks for children
on Biblical charaeters, ete., the publishing houses have prepared
a special prospectus to aid our people in selling these books,

,
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They are given the regular disecount allowed colporteurs, and
every year our people sell hundreds of these hooks, especially
at the holiday seasén and special seasons, although they can
be readily sold at any time.

Medical Missionary Work

An integral part of our missionary organization is the forma-
tion of a medical class in every church for Christian help work,
hospital work, Doreas societies, ship migsionayy work, ete, Too
much stress cannot be laid on the need of training the laymen
in the art of giving simple treatments, cte., as preseated by the
spirit of prophecy. This knowledge did noi spring from the
minds of men, but was born in the bosom of our faith, and we
should do all we can to utilize its power, for it is designated
as the “entering wedge.” ¢ We lave come to a time when
every member of the church should take hold of medieal mis-
sionary work—" Tesiimonies,” Vol. VI, p, 62, * The medi-
eal misgionary work should be a part of the work of every
clhareh in our land.”— Id., Vol. VI, p. 289,

Home Nurses® Classes— Already many of our churches have
graduated classes of home nurges, who have followed the out-
lines as prepared by the Medical Department of the Genoral
Conference. Any church ean start & home nurses’ class, pro-
viding il has a8 an instractor a trained nurse who was grad-
pated from a recognized medieal institution, and is recom-
mended by the medical secrcbary of your conference or wnion.

The book, ¢ Hlome Nursing,” iz the texthook vequired. All
graduates receive a certificate of graduation on c¢ompletion of
the required course of eighteen lessons, Of cowrse, if your
chureh does not boast a trained nurse, but in its membership
you have several practical nurses, thoy eould teach the class
and go through the same period of traiming; although they
would not veccive the certificate as mentioned above. To meet
this necd, 2 speeial coursc has been omtlined by the Home
Missionary Department, and ean now be obfained by ordering
the book called, “ Lessons for Home Misgionary Tnstitutes”
This book =also contains instruetion for literature and Bible
* classes.

A Tramed Army

If cvery church will follow the above suggestions, the result
will be a trained army of willing workers for the Master. No
one hesitates to work if he knows how. That iy our great
problem now and our great need. The above program must
be put inte cffect if we would seo the work of God finished
on this earth on schedulo time. In fact, we know it will be
done, for it is the only way, and God will surely raise up men
and women who have thig viston, “ Throughout our churehes
there is to be a reconversion and a recomsecration to service.”
—Y Pestimonies,” Vol. VIII, p. 46. 1f we do not follow out
this plan of heavenly origin, our churches will grow listless
and indifferent, Alroady we see thig condition apparent, and
the fulfiment of the words of the servant of the Lord when
she said, “ More than this, when the churches are left to in-
activity, Satan sees to it that they are employed. He occupies
the field, and engages the members in Mnes of work that
absorh their energies, destroy spirifuality, aud ecause them to
£all as dead weights wpon the church.

May the Lord help us al} to see the necessity of praetical
training on the part of our officers and ministers of the entire
church memberghip for service. “ The real eharacter of the
ehurch is meaguyred, not by the high profession she makes,
not by the names enrolled on her books, but by what she is
actually deing for the Master, by the number of her persevering,
faithful workeys.’— Gospal Workevs,” p. £00.

E. F. HACERMAN,
Asst. Home Missionary Sec., General Conference,

Prayer and Service United

WE hear congiderable talk these days about the need of a
spiritual revival in the churches, and in fact this is felt in
all the great religious world. I believe that, with proper coun-
gideration and attention given to the matter, al} phages of the
church life can be very decply spiritualized. The need and
propriety of giving special study to intensifying the serviee
feature of our work will ot be questioned. Then, oo, any
effort made to foster the true missionary spirit in the chureh

has a very helpful influence upon the doeper experience for
which all are seeking; and on the other hand, any failure to
emphasize the true missionary spirit is shown in spiritual de-
clension. T is well, of course, always to keep in mind that
true scrvice must be bhased upon a deep heart expericnce, so
that the work is wrought by a person who is impelled to do
something for the Tord by the Spirit of God which is in him,
The leaders of our work in differcnt parts of the great world
field rccoghize the service feature of our work as ome of the
essentials of frue spiritoal.development in cur churches today.
The following is an exhortation to this effect given at the
Fall Council by Elder J. E. Fulton, of the Australasian Di-
vision: .

“T plead that very definite plans be laid for continuous
revival work. May God raise up from our mwmber those who
will have power to lead His people back to God, and to a
higher plane of Christian living. Any genuine revival will he
a revival along all lines of church work, There should be a
revival in the matter of missionary work., As I look at the
statisties kept by our union conference with respeet to fhe
work dome in our different chuvehes, I feel, brethren, that there
is necd for eoncern. We arc grateful for what has been aec-
complished, but when we think of our forges throughout the
field, none can deny that there is a very large seeticn of the
chureh accomplishing little for God, and on that account losing
their spirituality. ¢All at i, and always at it,” was John
Wesley’s idea. It is stated briefly by Pastor Danielis thus:
¢ The whole gospel to the whole world by the whole chureh.

“T venturc to suggest, brethrem, that in many places our
prayer meetings would he far more spirifual if a liftle morc
missionary spirit and work were brought into them, If a
weckly misgionary mceting eannot be held apart from the
prayer meeting, as L have known fo be earried on in the past,
then T think a combined prayer and missionary mecting would
be very helpful and healthful to our chureh Hfe. But can we
not as a Couneil take some forward step to revive the loeal
home missionary socisties throughout our conferenees? I be-
lieve it would be a distinct advance in the spiritual lifs of our
churches, and would mean the addition of many souls to our
ranks, Certainly there would be a larger number of our papers
and tracts and books cireulated, and all this means life and
spirituality and revival. I would also suggest that definite
steps bhe taken to instruct our people more fully and deeply
in the blessings of the gpirit of prophecy in the reading of the
¢ Testimonies,” Can we not set hefore our people the great
importance of reading the ¢ Testimonies, and indwec many to
seeurs them in their homes?”

We believe a halpful influence will follow in any chureh that
will truly unite prayer and sexvice. Why can they not properly
be taken up in 3 missionary prayer meefing service, for what
is more proper to pray shout than souls for whom the church
members are working? As Elder Fulton says, © In many places
our prayer meetings would be far more gpirifual if a litile
more missionary spirit and woerk were brought into them.”

Let us study to use every feature of the Lord’s work that
will deepen the experience in thc hearts of His children, and
extend the influence of the kingdem of God to those round
about us, and ultimately to the ends of the earth,

E. I'. PETERSON,

The Greatest of All Methods

# GYANGELISM’S secret i3 the indwvidual”? The lure of the
erowd, the inspiration of swaying large congregations, has the
danger of making us forget the vital importance of the personal
touch.

Harriet Beecher Stowe once invited Charles Summer to visit
her home to meet a distinguished individual. Summer replicd,
“ T am loging my interest in individnals, and am becoming more
interested in tho race,” That night Mrs, Stowe wrote in her
diary, “ By the latest sccounts the great God has not gone so
far as this.”

The evangelism of Jesus emphasized the great importance of
the individual method. He found His disciples in that way.

. The fact that He studied personality, is shown in the effective

way in which He paired the twelve.

The great buginess of cvery Seventh-day Adventist is to help
“ gather out of the world a people for Hig name.” And the
best way for each member of the church to do this is through
personal work, as expressed hy one of the greatest soul-
winners of our times in the title to hig splendid textbook on
soul-winning, “Individual Work for Individuals”

ErNEST LLOYD.
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Seed for the Sowers

Tue very first work, my brethven, is to secure the blessing
of God in your own hearts. Then bring this blessing into
your hemes, put away your criticisms, overeome your exaeting
ways, and let the spirit of cheerfulness and kindness prevail.
4 Testtmondes,” Vol. ¥, p. §58.

Our first work should be to bring our own hearts into harmony
with God, and then we are prepared to labor for others., In
former days there was great searching of heart among our
earnest workers. They ecounseled- together, and united in
humble, fervent prayer for divine guidance.—Id., pp. 87, 88.

It ghould be the work of every member of the church, quietly
and diligently to seareh hig own heart, and see if his life and
character are in harmony with God’s great standard of right-
eonsness.— Id., p. §33.

ATl who are truly consecrated to God will engage with the
greatest zeal in the work for whieh He has done the most, for
which He has made an infinite sacrifice,— the work for the
galvation of souls, This iz the special work to be cherished
and sustained, and never allowed to flag.— Id., p. 607,

There ig nothing more needed in the work than the practieal
results of ecommunion with Gad. We should show by our daily
lives that we lhave peace and rest in God. . . . Communion
with God through prayer and the study of His Word must not
he mneglected, for here is the source of his [the minister’s]
strength, No work for the chureh should take preeedence of
thig,.— Id., Vol. V1, p. 47,

The church needs the fresh, living experience of members
who have habitual communion with God. Dry, stale testimonies
and prayers, without the manifestation of Christ in them, are
no help to the people.——Id., p. 64,

If we can arrange to have regular, organized companies in-
gtructed intelligently in regard to the part they should act as
servants of the Master, our ehurches will have a vitality that
they have long needed.— Id., p. 114.

The great reformatory movement must begin in presenting
to fathers and mothers and children the prineiples of the law
of God. . . . In the future life the ehildren will be what their
‘parents have made them. . Religion in the home ig our
great hope, and makes the prospeet hright for the ¢onversion of
the whole family to tho truth of God.~—Id., p. 118.

The unfaithful steward did not enrieh himself with his
magter's goods; he merely wasted them, He let idleness take
the place of gineere, whole-hearted labor. He was uufaithful
in the appropriation of his lord’s goods. Unfaithful steward,
do you not see that you will lose your soul if you do not eo-
operate with God, and make the most .of your talents for the
Magterf Your mind was given that you might understand
how to work, Your eyes were given that you might be keen to
digeern your God-given opportunities. Your ears are to listen
for the eommands of God. Your knees are to how three times
a day in heartfelt prayer. Your feet are to run in the way
of God’'s commgndments. Thought, effort, talent, should be put
into exercise, that you may be prepared to graduate into the
school above.-—Id.,, pp. 297, 238,

If the churches expect strength, they must live the truth
which God hag given them, . . . The Lord does not now work
to bring many souls into the truth, hecause of the chureh mem-
bers who have never been converfed, and those who were onee
converted but who have backslidden,—id., p. 371,

How few aro heart to heart with God in His solemn, elosing
work, . . . Among God’s people today there is a fearful lack
of the sympathy that should be felt for souls unsaved.— Id.,
Fol. V11, p. 12

Let the gospel message ring through our chuyrches, summon-
ing them to universal action, Let tle members of the chureh
have inereased faith, gaining zeal from their unseen, heavenly
allies, from a knowledge of their exhaustless resources, from
the greatness of fhe enterpiise in which they are engaged, and
from the power of their leader— Id., p. 14.

Nothing is apparently more helpless, yet really more in-
vineible, than the soul that feels its nothingness, and relies
wholly on the merits of the Saviour. God would send every
angel in heaven to the aid of such a onme, rather than allow
him to be overcome—Id., p. I7.

- either ‘make the church hetter, or decidedly worse.

The work in the home field is a vitel problem just now. The
present time is the most favorable opportunity that we shall
have to work these fields. In a little while the situation will
be mueh meore diffienlt.— Id., Fol, VII1, p. 32.

This work ean be aeeomplished only by the whole church
aeting their part under the guidance and in the power of Christ,
— Id., p. 47.

It s the very essenee of afl right faith to do the right thing
at the right time. God is the great Master Worker, and by
His providenee He prepares the way for His work to be ac-
complished. He provides opportunities, opens up lines of in-
fluence, and channels of working. If His people are watehing
the indications of Ilis providence, and stand ready to co-
operate with Him, they will see a great work accomplished.
Their efforts, rightly direeted, will produee a hundredfold
greater resuits than ean be aceomplished -with the same means
and facilities n ancther channel where God 1s not so mani-
festly “"orking.—-ld., Vol. V1, p. 24.

Many of our missionary enterprises are erippled hecause
there are g0 mahy who refuse to enter the doors of usefulness
that are opened befors them. ILet all who believe the truth
begin to work. Do the work that lies neaiest you, do anything,
bhowever humble, rather than be, like the men of Meroz, do-
nothings.— Id,, ¥ol. FIII, p. 846,

To every one who offers himgelf to the Lord for servies, with-
holding nothing, is given power for the atfainment of measura-
lesg results.— Id.,, Veol. VII, p. 30.

There ig no limit to the vsefulnesy of the one whe, putting
self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon
his heart, and lives a life wholly conseerated to G0d~—-Id
Vol. VIII, p. 19, ,

We are not doing one-twentieth part of what God requires
ug to do. There has been a departure from the simplicity of
the work, making it intricate, diffieult to understand, and
diffieult to exeeute. The judgment and wisdom of man rather
than of God, has too often guided and controlled. Many foel
that they have not time to wateh for souls as they that must
give account. And what exeuse will they render for this neg-
leet of the important work whiek was theirs to do? — Id., Vol.
¥V, p. 11,

Evan one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire cher-
ished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel,

Those who would rather die than perform a wrong act
are the only ones who will be found faithful.— Id., p. 53.

The Lord is testing and proving you. He hag counseled,
admonished, and entreated. All these solemn admonitions will
The oftener
the Lord speaks, to eorreet or counsel, and you disregard His
voiece, the more disposed will you be to rejeet it again and
again— Id., p. 72, )

Talent iz ever best developed and best appreeiated whers -
it is most needed, but this truth is overlooked by many eager
aspirants for distinetion.— Id.,, p. 86.

That which will make our churches vigorous and successful
in their efforts is not bustle, but quiet, humble work; unot
parade and bombast, but patient, prayerful, persevering effort.
—Id., p. 130

Every member of the church ghould be instructed in a regular
gystem of labor~—Id, p. 308.

Every aetion, every purpose, every word, iz as distincily
marked as though there were only one individual in the whale
universe, and all the watchfulness and serutlny of God were
employed on his deportment,— Id., p. 627,

The Lord has His eys upon every one of His people; He
has His plans eoncerning each— Id., Fol. FI, p. 12.

The message of Christ’s righteousness is to sound from one
end of the earth to the other to prepare the way of the Toxd.
This is the glory of God, whieh closes the work of the third
angel.— Id., p. 18.

The home missionary work will be farther advanced in every
way when a more liberal, self-denying, self-sacrificing spirit Is
manifested for the prosperity of foreign misgions; for the
prosperity of the home work depends largely, under God, upon
the reflex influence of the evangelical work done in countries
afar off. It is in working ﬁetivé]y to supply the necessities of
the cause of God that we bring our souls in toueh with the
Source of all power.~— Id., p, 87.
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The missiongry spirit needs to be revived in our churches.
Every member of the church should study how to help forward
the work of God, both in home missions and in foreign coun-
tries. Seareely a thousandth part of the work is being done
that ought to be done in missionary fields— Id., p. 29.

The best help that ministers can give the members of our
churches is not sermonizing, but planning work for them. Give
each one something to do for others. Help all to see that as
receivers of the grace of Christ they are under obligation to
work for Him. And let all be taught how to work. Bapecially
should those who are newly come to the faith be educated to
beeome laborers together with God. If set to work, the
Jdespondent will soon forget thelr despondency; the weak will
become strong, the ignovant intelligent, and all will be pre-
pared to present-the truth as it iz in Jesus,  They will find
an unfailing helper in Him who has promised to save all that
come unte Him.— Id, pp. 49, 60.

_ There is far more being done by the heavenly universe than
we realize in preparing the way that souls may be converted.
—Id., p. 50.

Let the message for this time be presented, not in Jong,

labored discourses, but in short talks, right te the point.—
Id., pp. 68, 56,

We must have a care for those who have the moral courage
to aceept the truth, who lose their siluations in consequence, and
are refused work by which to support their families, Pro-
vigion ghould be mads to aid the worthy poor, and to furnish
employment for those who love God and keep His command-
ments.— Id., p. 84.

HoME MIssIoNARY DEPARTMENT,

-

Some Interesting Experiences in the Philippines

SEVERAL years ago one of our colporteurs ealled at the home
of an infiuential man, a member of the town council. In the
course of time, through the work of the colporteur, this man
aceepted the truth and was baptized. Iis two sons opposed
him very much, saying he was foolish, etc. Iowever, through
his congistent Christian life his sons became convineed of the
truth. Later, these two young men went to another town to
attend school. They had two roommates, very worldly young
men, but they, like their father, Jived true to the things they
had learned. The worldly young men tried te dissuade our
brothers, but they upheld the truth by word and example.

Returning home from school, they with their father became
ardent home missionary workers. Many iracts were pnrchased,
and scattered for miles, and such an interest was aroused that
finally an evangelist was called for, Recently ten people were
baptized there. The two roommates of the sons of this man
were among the number. T asked them how they found the
truth, and they told me that it was through the conversation
and life of our brothers while they were attending sehool.

Recently I condueted a short institute in the home of the
fermer councilman, His two sons, although married now,
entered the eolporteur work. After the institute, a home mis-
stonary sociely was organized, and i} would have done your
heart good, to sce the interest and zeal of these people. Three
hundred tracts were purchased, and ahout fifty of the booklet,
« Ella Simpson,” whick has been translated inte their dialect,
then the whole chnreh slarted out for a field day. In the
evening they met for an expericnce meeting, and their faces
showed their joy as they told of their happiness in being able
to have a part in the home missionary work, The evangelist
now hag his hands full, and soon another large number will be
ready for baptism.

Four or five years ago one of our Philippine field secretarics
was on a boat, going to a town in Leyte to help a eclporteur.
On the boat he met & man, a machinist and a zealous Romanist,
who tried te argue with. lim about religion. Something our
brother satd aroused the nan’s interest, and he invited our
brother to his home, Later, the field seeretary became an
evangelist, and was sent to this town to take care of the interest
developed. A company was raised up and & church huilt.
This machinist was ammong the number baptized, and soon be-
came the leader of the chureh. He beeame so fired with mis-
sionary zeal that he could not vest. Our worker had to leave

and go to another place, but this brother got & great burden
for gouls. He had to work and make a living for his family,
but this did not hinder him in his service for God. He would
work a few days and get a few pesos to leave with his wife
for food, then ke would go to the near and far barrios (small
villages surrounding a town), and teach people the truth. When
he thought the money was about gone, he would return home
and work a few days more, get a few more pesos fo leave with
his wife, and away he would go again. Soon he had five per-
song ready for baptism, and they were thoroughly instructed
too. Then other imterests developed, and now thig brother is
putting in full time working for God. So God is blessing him
in his efforts, . .

On the west side of Cebu Island we have a company of
people. Repeatedly they sent in requests for some one to come
and help them, but as no workers were available, no one was
sent. One brother, a very consecrated man, could not remain
tdle, so he started to teach his neighbors as best le could.
Finally eight families becamo interested, and & worker was
sent te help him. More people became interested, and finally
another worker was sent to conduct a tent effort, TRecently
baptismal gervices were held there, several receiving this rite.
More will probably be baptized later. Thus we see what ean
be aceomplished by one person when he allows the Spirit of
God to get ingide and work through him as a home missionary .
worker.

Quarantined

AncIHoORED just outside the harbor,
Lay s great ghip of the main,
Like a restless steed close haltered,

Tugging at her cabls chain.

But she moved not from her moorings
Till a week passed without change,
Where ghe came from, why ghe lay there

Idly waiting, seemed so strange

That I asked a passing sailor.

He replied, in friendly mien,

“ Do you see that yellow flag, six?
She iz under guarantine.”

She had come from far-off India,
And had braved the gtormg without,
And the hidden shoals pasgsed safely;
There were souls aboard, no doubt,

Who this moment viewed their homeland,
And were sighing for release;

But the dreadful plague checked all things,
Till its ravages should cease.

*Twas a sad thought, and yet sadder
Came this after-thought to me:

Like the ship, am I not sailing
O’er a troubled restless ges,

Toward a port, the heavenly homeland?
What if I, like her, should ride

Bafely o'er each gale and tempest,
Battling wind, and wave, and tide,

Till about to enter heaven,
Jubiiant with life’s success,

When way down within my bosom
Bomewhere, to my sore distress,

Christ ghould find a lingering plague spot,
Futrid with the germs of sin,

And 1°d gtop in sight of heaven
For a work of grace within!

Quarantined outside the eity!
Where the gates are all of pear],

Where the walls are all of jagper
And the streets transparent gold.

Quarantined in sight of heaven! .
God forbid it, cleanse me now,

Till my soul refiects Thy image
Ag before Thy throne I how.

— Relected.
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Missionary Volunteer
Department

Devotional Meeting for April 4

Topic: “ Thy Will Be Done”

' Senior

. Leader’s Remarks,

. Sentence Prayers.

. Bible Study.

Talk: ¢ Christ’s Friendship.”
Talk: “ My Friend.”

Talk: “The Friends We Choose,”
Recitation: “ Be a* Friend.”

Talk: “ Being a Friend for God.”
Recitation: “ A Prayer”

. Mizpah.

;_. ,
SPEamapEPS

Junior

Leader’s Two Minutes.

. Repeat 1 Corinthians 13,

Talk: “ The Best Friend.”

. Recitation: A Prayer.”

. Superintendent’s Talk: * Chooging Iriends”
Talks: “ A True Friend.”

. Recitation: “Be a Friend.”?

Talk: ¢ Being a Friend for God”

. Reading: “ A Loyal Friend.”

Mizpah,

OO UE W

[a]

Notes

“ Bhow me your companions and I will tel? you what you are,”
go.wrote some onte of long age. ‘ He rung with a tough bunch,”
or, * Bhe might. be all right if she could get away from all her
associates.” These and similar statements repeated over and
over when speaking of young people show only teo plainty the
power of companionghip. HEvery young person has the right to
choose his friends. It may be more easy to drift into the crowd
that is making advances toward you, but it is the right of every
young man or woman to pick out the associates who under Ged
may be a help to him zloxg the Christian way, It is his right,
too, to be such a friend to amother. That Christ may have
Hig way in the matter 6f our friendships is the theme of this
lesson under the title, “ Thy Will Be Done.” And that in the
ehoice of those friends our best Friend may still keep first
place, becomes the test of every friendship. With these thoughts
in mind, plan your program. There are many appropriate songs
from which to draw, such as, “T have a Friend so precious,”
“ The best friend to have is Jesus,” “ Jesug is all the world
to-me” “In the garden” Plan some speeial music.

1. Leader’s Remarks— These few moments in both the Senior
and Junior meeting should sound the keynote of the meeting.
The thoughts in the preceding paragraph, along with the
following illustration and quotations, are suggestive:

Seattered about in a comparatively level arvea in Nevada ave
small baging in which He huddled groups of stones known as
traveling stones. Separate these siones from each other by a
fow feet, and they will immediately begin to move toward each
other. It is hecause they are composed of a common material
which has magnetic properties. Thoge who eontinually asso-
ciate together must have something in common,.

G “A bhad friend is a calamity. A good friemd is a gift from
od.”

‘When buying a digh, the thrifty housewife demands a perfect
one, and yet how careless are we in the choiee of friends,
acoepting many a serioug flaw.

Enoch associated with the ungodly but for the purpose of
winning them to his Friend. (See * Patriarchs and Prophets,”
pp. 86, 87.)

‘ Senior Notes

§. Bible Study— The following outline and texts may be
used, the latter having been passed out previeusly.

Friendship: Proe, 17:17; 27:10, 17; John 15: 13,

Examples of true friendship: I Sam. 18:1; 20: 17; 2 Sam.

1: 26; Ruth 1; 16.

Friendship with Christ: John I5: 13-16,

Good eompany: Prov. 2:20; 13: 20.

Bad company: Bx. -23:2; Ps. 1:1; Eph, 5:5.7; 1 Cor.

15: 33; 2 Thess, 3:14; John 18:18, 25, 27.

The bagis of all friendship is love, for that reason the great
love chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, may well have a part in the
study, or itz reading may be substituted for the above Bible
study. .

4.yTalk: “ Ohrist's Friendship.”— Make the article with that
title the basis of a talk with a personal appeal. What the
friendship of Jesug means to you is what will appeal te those
to whom you speak.

&, Talk: “ My Friend”’— This should be a re-emphasis in
conecrete terms of the preceding talk, The following personal
testimony is an example of what you might say of your Friend:

“Let me tell you how I made His acquaintance.

#1 had heard mueh of Him, but took no heed.

“ He sent daily gifts and presents, but I never thanked Him.

“He often seemed to want my friendship, but I remained
cold,

“1 was homeless, and wreteched, and starving, and in peril
every hour, and He offered me shelter and comfort and food
and safety, but I was ungrateful siill,

“ At last He erossed my path, and with tears in His eyes,
He besought me, saying, ‘ Come and abide with Me.?

“Let me tcll you how He treats me now:

“He supplics all my wants.

“He gives me more than I dare ask.

“Ho anticipates my every need. N

“Io begs me to ask for more.

“ He never reminds me of my past ingratitude,

“ He never rebukes me for my past follies,

“ Let ne tell you further what I think of Him:

“He is as good as Ho is great.

“ Hig love is as ardent as it is true.” .

The more precious and helpful a friendship is to you, the
more anxipus you are that olher friends ray eujoy the ad-
vantages of that friendship, What can you say of your
frierdship with Jesus that will make it worth while for others
to seek Him ag their Friend? Study carefully and praycrfully
before introducing Him to the members of your society.
< 6, Talk: “ The Friends We Choose”— The following quota-
tiens and illustration may bhe used as the basis of an original
talk:

“ A blind man was asked what he thought the sun was like.
‘Like friendship,’ he replicd. The sun i the lfe giver to
material creation; friendship is life, and the man without
friends is like & suntess world — dead. True friendship im-
parts good like the sun; ‘seeketh not her owm;’ i¢ not cagily
provoked; is tireless in well-doing, enduves the friction and
daily dust of life, It ig happy in the happiness of the other,
T'riendship is, of course, mutual; deep answers unic deep;
love given forth in kind thought aud generous deed returns
with reflected glory.”

A eommon aim or regponsibility in woerk forms a strong band
of friendship. Have you ever scen two veterans fight again
their battles, discuss old problems in satisfied companionship?
How much more, then, should thiz gloricus message and the
command, “Go ye therefore,” bind the hearts of believers
in true friendship., * There must be a common elemeut in
which to find our friends like a common denominator in arith-
metie. The eommon atmosphere of home for brother and sister,
the commen faseination of a similar study for scholars, the
common glow of rapture at the same natural seenes for artists,
the common absorption in the salvation of the fatherlaund for
patriots; but the best aund largest eommon platform on which
sout ean encounter soul is in common devotion to the persen
of Christ. Those that tonch hero meet in tke most intimate ang
gacred fellowship. All other ties may fade and fail. The
cheek of beauty may lose itg bloom; the brilhant wit may lose
its sparkle; the strong intelleet may become decrepit; but, when
a spirit has met its kin in the presence of Christ, the ho¥ds of
an eternal affinity are woven,”

“ There is a peril in reclining on the enjoyment of a friend-
ship instead of urging it in a common efforl. IFriendship ig not
a bank of moss, on which we may loll through life’s little day,
twining roses in each other’s hair. . . . If we treat it so, we
shall find it has eluded the two of us. . We must not
mevely enjoy our friends; we must make demands on them and
meet the demands they make on us, It is thiz give and take
that malkes love always new?

Ifor other illustrations see notes on superintendent’s talk
in the Junior program,

8. Tall: “ Being a Friend for God.”— The purpose of this
talk is to make a practical application of the program. Do we
ag Christiang choose our friends selfishly? Are we snjoying
those from whom we hope to gain some benefits, or ate we
forming our assoclations with the thought of giving? Tn other
words, what is the bagis on which we choose friends? (Some are
raled by social slanding, wealth, ete.) How about the lonely
stranger who slips into the back seat? Does he get acquainted?
Is he invited fo join the crowd? There is much food for thought
hidden in the words, “ Neighboring for Jesus” Explain in
yeur talk what this means to you.

TPerhaps the executive eommittee will look with faver upon
appointing eertain members who will have the responsibility of
seoing that every Missionary Volunteer beecomes acquainted with
a number of others. Tf you already have a soeclal committee,
encourage it to fumction in this way, It would be entirely
proper to introduce several members publicly as real society
friends,— those whose business it iy to apeak and become se-
quainted with every one who attends,

N. B.—See the story given in Junior program, % A lLoyal
Friend.* You may wish to use it in your Senior program.

Junior Notes
8. Talk: “The Best IFrignd’’— The Junior preparing this
should read earefully “ Christ’s Friendship ” and the notes on
“My Friend” in the Senior program. Add the following
ilustration : .
“ Two young lads were rowing on the river when the boat
capsized. DBoth could swim, and therefore struck out for the
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ghore. When the one reached the bank, he turned to look for
his eompanion. He had disappeared. Then a struggling mass
rose to the surfaece. The boy on the hank plunged into the water
again, and went to the reseus. But his strength failed him,
and they both went down o death. Christ died for His enemies.
His wounded heart gave forth only leve. e dared death to
help those who did mot wish His aid. ¢Greater love hath no
man than this.’”

5. Superintendent’s Tall:: “ Choosing Friends— Read the
suggestions in the Senior program under the Liading, “ The
Friends We Choese,” The following additional illustrations
may suggest further thoughts:

“ (Jome out with me to the workhouse and visit an old man
there. He is poor, of course, or he would not be in the work-
house. 'When he was a boy, he was a bright chap, fond of fun
and a good time. He knew all the boys in the place, and was
friends, in a way, with all. But he preferred tho idle fellows,
the hoys that played hooky, and smoked, and did not think it
necessary t0 have an education, He made them his friends.
He grew idle. He would not learn, He gave up sehool, and
went to work, He became a commeon laborer, for he had not
education to be anything eise. The good times of boyhood dis-
appeared. This man grew old, and he was poor all through life.
And now this is the end — the workhouse, where he is waiting
for death to come to him. He chose hiz companions, who were
not bad boys, but just jolly, careless, idle, and he heeame like
them. Tor this is true: We become Uke the companions we
choose.”

Buppose you were going om a long and dangerous journey.
Who would you choose for a companion? A coward, a sncak,
or some one who was lazy? The journey of life is long and
dangercus at best; if we elicose selfish, evil-minded friends,
we will beeome like them. THustrate by drawing two trees,—
one dead and rotten, the other streng and healthy. Which
iree would you tie yourn rope to should your life depend upon
its holding firmly?

6. Talks: “ A4 True Friend.”— Ask a girl to prepare the story

of the friendship of Naomi and Ruth, What did Naomi give
Ruth which won her love? What did Ruth do for Naomi? True
friendship is not one sided, it gives and tekes. Study the book
of Ruth, especially Ruth 1:16, which contains the reason for
Buth’s great love to Naomi.
- Ask a boy to tell about the friendship hetween Jonathan and
Pavid, Study 1 Sam. 18:1; 20:17; 2 8Bam. 1: 86, Emphasize
Jonathan’s unselfiskness. He could love somc one who would
some day deprive him of a throne, TUnselfishness must be the
basis of every true friendship.

8. Talk: “ Being a Friend for God.”— Study the notes given
in the Senior prograun for this topic. . ’

9. Reading: “ 4 Loyal Friend.”— This is a true story. If
some one ean tell it, that would be far belter than reading if,

Be a Friend

Be & friend. You don’t nced money;
Just a digposition sunny;

Just the wish to help awnother

Get along some way or other;

Just a kindly hand extended

QOut to ome who’s unbefriended;

Just the will to give or lend,

This will make you some one’s friend.

Be a friend. You don't need glory.
Friendship s a simple story.

Pags by trifling errors blindly,

Gaze on honest effort kindly,

Cheer the youth who’s bravely trying,

Pity him who's sadly sighing;

Just a kttle labor spend

On the duties of a friend.

Be a friend. The pay s bigger
(Though not written hy a figure)
Than i earned by people clever
In what’s merely seif-endeavor.
Youwll have friends ingtead of neighbors
For the profits of your labors;
Yow'll be richer in the end
Than a prinee, if you're a friend.
— Edgar A. Guest.

A Prayer

“B8INCE it hag been my joy to find
At every turning of the road,
The strong arm of a comrade kind
To help me onward with my load;
And sinec I have no gold to give,
And love alone must make amends,
My only prayer is, while [ live,
God make me worthy of my friends.”

T

Christ’s Friendship

Tmis is a wonderful declaration indeed. To be the servant
of the King of kings would be an untold honar, To have Him
count us as nuwmbered among lhose whom He knows and is
willing to recognize would make life a paradise. But the Lord
Jesus wants something more than serviee; He asks for some-
thing more than an aequaintaneeship. His divine heart ¢annot
open its treasdres of love to a servant or to a mere adherent.
He wishes to bring us as near to Himself as possible, and so
He uges that szered name, “ friend.” “Ye are My friends.”

It ig a saered title indeed. Among men it means, or ought

to mean, a great deal. My friend is one whom I know and trust,
and who knows and trusts me. Nothing in our lives is hidden.
We talk “ with nakced heart together; 7 and, if onc iz wronged
or eriticized, the other is up in arms to defend. We ean always
rely upon a friend. Present or absent, he is ever the same.
He will never knowingly de or say or think anything that can
hurt us. And he has an absolute regard for us, so deep that
nothing ean disturb it. He loves for etermity.
" And this is what Christ establishes as the measure of our
union with Him. He wiskes us to know Him, love Him, trust
Him, to stand up for ITim when men slight Him, to be loyal
always in heart, to care for Him more than we varc for any
one or anything else. He wants our devotion to be unreasoning,
80 a part of us that we can no more give logical explanation
for it than a mother can logically express why she loves her
ehild. '

And friendship i something that can- never be broken,
Trouble, pain, weariness —how these only make us long the
moze to see our friend! and, if he is near, no one ean heip as
can he. When e is away from us, we write to him, “ talking

‘out our hearts on paper,” and awaiting with hreathless antici-

patien his answering greeting. Death cannot kill friendship.
It is for eternity, and it looks forward to the endless lifc when
potver to express that which the faltering tongue cannot tell
here, and unceasing fellowship, shall answer the longings of
all the earthly years. That is the friendship which Jesus gives
us. That is what He means when He says, “Ye are My
friends,”

Ah, my Christ, how wonderful Thou art, in Thy Ilove!
I ean understand why I shouid need Thee and cling to Thee,
but dost Thou indeed need me and eling to me? Am I neces-
sary for Thy happiness, and art Thou hungering for me to come
nearer? TForgive me that I have so often failed to measure
Thy love aright, and that I have slighted it. Make me Thy
friend even as Thou art my friend, and let not even death
part Thee and me. For, O Jesus Christ, T do need Thee; and,
if Thou dost need me, then am I blessed ‘indeed, Amen.—
Rev. Floyd W. Tomkins, 8. T. D.

A Loyal Friend

Henry Hupson, the discovercr of our heautiful river named
after him, found that great hroad waterway in hjs cffort to
seek a passage around the morth of our coutinent to Asia.
Disappointed in finding the Hudson River buit a rivef, he made
another attempt, later.

He turned his ship, “ The Discovery,” northward in the year
1610, and spent 8 terrible winter, blocked in the ice of Hudson
Bay. The crew suffered frightfully from ecold and hunger, and
ag goon as springtime came, they were all glad to tuyn the ship
homeward. Bui the men who had endured sueh privation
determined to wreak their vengeanee upon their captain. Ome
man, whoese name was Henry Greene, went whispering among
the men that it would serve Henry Hudson right if they set

him adrift in an open boat without food or water.

Th;; cowardly crew listened, and the first thing the captain
knew, he was bound hand and foot. A shallop was drawn up
to the side of the ship, and he and his little bhoy and several of
the sick and lame members of the crew were put on hoard.
Two scamen, whose names were Lodlo and Bute, tried to
reason. with the eruel mutineers, and thoy too were bound and
thrown into the open hoat.

And now eomes lhe story of the devotion of a friend. The
ship’s mate, Philip Staffe, loved his captain better than he did
his own life, He way a gplendid mechanie and seaman, and
althongh he could meither read nor write, he had saved the




“ Discovery ” from going on the rocks. He wag needed by the
mutinous erew to make their voyage home secure, and so they
begged him to stay on the © Discovery.”’ But this loyal friend
ehose to share the fate of his master. By some means he sectired
a musket with powder and shot and some other stores to save
himself and those he loved from starvation, and then, like the
hero he was, he joined the little group in the open hoat.

Neither Henry Hudson nor Philip Staffe ever reached the
homeland, but their names have been linked in history as true,
loya! friends. Xow Staffe’s presence must have cheered the
sick and the lad, John Hudson, as well a8 the stern old captain,
as they drifted about on a wido and deselate gea. And how
such bravery, unselfishness, and loyalty must have helped them
all to meet death bravely, trusting in the love of a heavenly
Father who loved them even more than Philip Staffe could.
Such was the blessing of a true friemdship in tho lives of
Henry Hudson and Philip Staffe.

3 i

Devotional Meeting for April 11
Senior — Funior

Topic: Some Missionary Heroes.
\
Notes to Senior and Junior Leaders

The lives of great men have inspired youns poople through-
out the years. With this thoughi in wind, the Missionary
Volunteer Department is inaking a large number of the pro-
grams chiefly biographieal. The program of April 11 ghould be
digtinetly misstonawy. Thrilling stories of deeds of bravery
and exploits performed, remind us of the promise of God
through His prophet of old, ithat “the people that do know
their God shall be strong, and do exploits.,” It is exceedingly
diffieult in a paper of this size to give enough source material
for programs of this nature. A biography can scarcely be
put nto & fow words and retain its inspiration. Tvery Mission-
sry Volunteer library or public Mbrary contains a wealth.of
this kind of material which is far beyond the possibilities of
GAZRTTE space. Tor this reason, we plan to make suggestions
only as to sources. The program committee should shape the
program with the available material in mind,

Choose those characters who have done a spirifual work in
the land of their adoption. The purpose of this program is
not to study lives of those whom the world recognizes as great,
but of those who have fought and won in the greab fight of
the gospel out on the far-flung battleline.

Thig ts your opportunity to make your own program spon-
tanéous and interesting. Tt will take work and thought, but
any successful program demsnds a priee, Aund hecause we
havé no other way of knowing whether or not such seurce mate-
rial 18 easily available to the rank and file of our Missionary
Volunteer socleties, the Missionary Volunteer Deparfment
would appreciate hearing from the seeretary or some member
of the program committes. Tell us whether or not you are
near enough a public library fo use it easily. Does your
ehureh have a library in which you can find the Reading Course
hooks? Are you successful in getting carefully prepared talks
for your program when a Mst of references omly are given?
These and anv othey criticisms of material given will help us
to make the GAzZeTTE of greater service to you. Address sueh
communieations to Mrs, Harriet Holt, Missionary Volunteer
Department, General Conference, Takoma Park, Washington,

Source material for Missionary biographies:
“ Pastor Hei,” by Mrs. Howard Taylor.
“ The Story of John G. Paton,” by Rev. James Paton.
“ Ann of Avs,” by Hthel Daniels Hubbard.
# The Advance Guard of Missions,” by Clifford G. Howell.
“ Makers of Bouth America,” by Margarette Daniels.
“On the Trail of Livingstone,” by W. H. Anderson.
“he Moffats,” by Etihel Daniels Hubbard.
{ Uganda’s ‘White Man of Work,” by Sophia Lyon Fahs.
{Winning the Oregon Country,” by John T. Faris,
“ Livingstone the Pathfinder,” by Basil Mathews,
“ Tifty Misgionary Heroes,” by Belle M. Brain,
“ The White Queen of Okoyong,” by W, P, Livingstone, _
# A Retrospeet,” by J. Hudson Taylor,

Norme.~— The above books have all beeu in the Reading
Courses, and so should be & part of every Missionary Volunfeer
library. ‘

Other Biographies .

% David Brainerd,” by Jessie Page. Fleming H. Ravell,
“ William Carey,” by John B. Meyers. 8. W. Partridge & Co,
%% Book of Misstonary Heroes,” by Basil Mathews, George H.
Doran & Co.
*# “ Ministers of Marey,” by James H. Franklin.
Bdueational Movement. .
“ Pioneoring in the Congo,” by John M. 8pringer. Methodist
Book Concern.

Missionary
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“ Tammate, the Story of James Chalmers,” by Lovell

Fleming H. Revell,

* ¢ Haroes of Missionary Enterprise,” by Claud Field.

* “Winners of the World,” by Gardner. Fleming I, Revell

#« Afriean Missionary Heroes and Heroines,” by H. K. W.

. Kumm. Maemillan,

* ¢ Horoines of the Mission Field,” by Mrs. Pilman.

* « Early Herommes of the Mission Field,” by W. Pakenham
Walsh., Fleming H, Revell,

* Confain 8 number of short biographies.

Devotional Meeting for April 18

Topic: “ God’s Out of Doors”
Seniox

. Seripture Reading: Psalms 65, with response.
Talk: “ Jsgus, the Man of Outdoors.”’

Talk: “Hig Nature Lessons.”

. Reading: “ A Torest Hymn.”

Talk: * From the Trees.”

Sympostum: “ With God in His Out of Doors.”

’

Dot o

Junior

, Seripture Reading: Psalms 65.

. Reading: “In the House of Qur Father.”
Talk: “ Spring Flowers.”

Recitation. )

Talk: “ Lesgona from the Trees.”

Symposiumn: “ With God in His Out of Doors”

Notes

The purpose of this outdeor program is to emeourage a love
and reverence for God’s out of doors. 1t is only as the young
people of today find joy and satisfazotion in those things that
God has given for the pleasure of His children, that the arti-
fictal loges its hold., Oh, that every young persgon could know
the thrill of recognizing a rare hird note; the joy of finding the
unusceal flower; the satisfaction of reading in God’s out of goors
the messages e speaks to the heart.,” How ingipid the whirl
and feverish seeking after the world’s pleasures would' then
appear!

If possible, have an outdoor setting for your meeting, Those
who could arrange to meet Sabbath afternoon in some secluded
apob in & grove of trees, or pessibly in & hidden nook in a eity
park, will not only enjoy the program more, but will be able to
enter more easily into its purpose. In such eases carefol ar-
rangements should be made, go that the meeting may have the
same roverence a8 felt in & chureh. “The Lord is in His holy
temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him,” Hah. 2: 20,

Have gome one sing:

“ There's a wideness in God’s merey,
Like the wideness of the gea.”

‘Whittier’s great hymn, “ A Present Help?” (“ Chrigt in
Song,” No, 458). breathes the spirit of the meeting. Try Jearn-
iug No. 426, “ God Made Them.” Thongh net one of our most
familiar hymns, it is beautiful and espeoially appropriate,
Nos. 339, 341, 335, ete,, may all have a place on guch a program,

Senior Notes

1. 8eripture Reading:  Psalms 65— Pass out the following
pavagraphs, and as each verse of Psalms 65 is read, have a
responge read. The number of the response should eorrespond
to the number of the verse.

Verse 1. Praise is tho most natural aet of a heart that has
been taking nete of God’s deeds.

Verse 2, Human meed draws all to the only one that ean
meet all needs,

Verse 3. The goul's cravings are keener than the body’s, and
cam be satisfied only at the same souree.

Verse 4, Whoever has truly learned fo find God in natuve,
will prize more the privilege of meeting Him in His house.

Verse &, The oneness of God’'s ereatton its a bond uniting
mauking,

Verse 6, The power that establishes the mountains will not
fail those that trust to it.

Verse 7. The One that alone ean rule the sea can control
any human forees.

Verse 8. Wear and joy alike fill the hearts of those under
the whole heaven that give thought to the Lord’s might.

Verse 9. With alt of man’s toil, his food is God’s gift.

Verse 10. No human efforts ean bring the thirsty earth the
rain that comes from heaven.

Verse 11. The harvest is only the crown of the meveies with
whiel1 God fills to overflowing the whole twelvemonth,

Verse 12. The wild; uneunltivated places are not forgetten in
God’s thought for the world’s need,

Verse 13, The voices of all nature join in one song of joy
over God’s lov~,

2. Talk: * Jesus, the Man of Ouidoors”— Study the artiecle
preparved by Prof. A. W. Spalding for the Juniors. Tt is given
in this issue under the heading, “ In the House of Our Father.”

o 0 g po oo
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Think of the nights of prayer and the cndless round of days
filled with hard work that Jesus stood. He must have had
nerves of iven and museles of stéel. And His simple outdoor
life and His early hard work must have contributed to His
splendid physique. He had observed the laws of health. In
those days the work of carpentry was no child’s play.

The man who built a houss had to go to the forests and fell
a tree and hew it out with an adz. He had spent days in the
forest, returning at nightfall with a great rough hewn beam.
The Bible simply states He “ waxed strong.” What a wealth
of meaning is hidden in that statement.

P During His ministry Jesus was still & man of outdoors.
Many 2 time He sought the wilderness, only to be followed by
the throng, The trees of Gethsemane knew Him many 4 night
through those years, He walked constantly from village to
village with the sun and wind in His face. And then as He
neared the close of His ministry He walked calnly into that

 fearful trial and moved unhesitatingly toward an hour that
wrung blood from His forehead, with the neace and quietness of
the hills in His heart. We cannot comprehend the strength, the

V depth of soul; but Jesus had nourished it in the depths of Iis

own out of doors. (Develop this line of thought.)

8. Talk: « His Nature Léssons.”— Selcet somo of the illus-
trations Christ used in His parables, and draw briefly the
lessons that He taught from them. The following are merely
suggestions and very incomplete. Study Matthew 13. “ Christ’s
Ohject Lessons” is full of helps for such a talk.

The sower swings his arm methodically over the damp, soft
plowed field, and the seed falls. We can never see that without
thinking of the word in human hearts. Even the weeds which
clutter our gardens and choke our flowers, have a message from
the lips of Jesus. The pear] has its sermon, as does the lost
bit of silver. And as Jesus watches some fishermen sorting the
fish they have caught, rejecting the useless, the sad doom of
the wicked becomes a reality to Him and those He teaches.

The shadow of & hawk and the hurried call of a muther hen,
familiar scene that it is to us, was alse in the mind of Jesus
g\ 28 He cried, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the proph-

ets, and stonest them that are semt unto thee; how often would

I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather hor
Y hrood under her wings, and ye would not! ” Luke 13: 34.

Jesug loved the sea. The strength of the storm hent to His

- will, Mark 4: 35-41,

4, Reading : “ A Forest Hymn.”— That which is given here
is but the first stanza of Wiiiam Cullen Bryant’s beautiful
poem of that name. Fvery line is o song of praise to Him who

_ereated the world. If you have a capable reader ameng your

' momhers, get the rest of it from a library and have ali of it
rendered. It will be well worth the effort.

5. Talk: ¢ From the Trees”— Take your congordanee and
look up the references to various trees. Cedars are the most

* frequently mentioned. IHave you ever stopped to think why?
Link with the text some of the gpecial characteristics of the
cedar.

“ The cedar tree is an embiem of strength, being tall, spread-

..ing abundant in growth, highly estecemed and imperishable,

- valuable as material for building.” Sonie of the cedar beams
;in anelent buildings have stood as long as 1,178 years.. The

D eodars of Lebanon are grand in stature, towering abeve those

- of other places. Look up the word “eedar” in a good Bible

¥ dictionary.

In the same way, study the significance of the palm, the

- olive tree, the fir, and the pine. Isa. 41:189.

Grod used these illustrations in His inspired Word to picture

-to us His love and c¢are, and the womdrous nature of deep
sirength and abundant life given to Hig children. To our eity-
trained natures there is a danger of Josing the significance of

“the illustrations God gives us. Try to awaken an appreciation
of these symbols by your talk, - @

T 6. Symposium: ¢ With God in His Out of Doors”— Ask a
number of your members to tell of some ineident in their own

~ experience when a flower, a river, the snow, or some outdoor
scene gave them a new vision of cne of God’s great truths.

-

Junior Notes

P 1. Soriptwre Beading.— See Senior Note, and use responses
if they seem suitable for the Juniors.
- 8. Reading: “In the House of Owr Father”-— The reading
of this article should be earefully prepared.
8. Talk: ¢ Spring Flowers.”— The week before, ask three of
the Juniors to bring to meeting a wild flower that they may
pfind during the week, and be prepared to tell where they found
it and the conditions of soil and surrounding in which it hest
;prows, If the gpeetmens ean he pressed and mounted, so much
the hetter. The purpose of the exercise is t0 emcourage the
PJJuniors to find and study the flowers about them., A echild
unfamiliar with wild flowers, may need the help of his super-
intendent in identifying his speecimen. The latter should take
~the respongibility of seeing that the mformation gathered by
the Junior is correct.
b, Talle: © Lessons from the Trees””— The superintendent
should study the suggostions in the Senior Notes for that talk,
rand simplify it for the Jumior, If the pictore of a cedar can
be obtained, let the Junior describe it. Then read some of the

4_l_

texts in which cedar is mentioned.
followed in reference to the palm. :

G Symposium: “ With God in His Owt of Doors.”— See
Senior Note. This should be anmounced the week before and
a number asked to be ready. The stars, the rain, snow, hills,
grass, trees, flowers, and birds all have their lessons, If the
Juniors have not already discovered them, ask them to think
and watch and be ready.

The same plan may be

A Forest Hymn

THE groves were God’s first temples. Ere man learned
To hew the shaft, and lay the arehitrave,
And spread the roof ahove them; ere he framed
The lofty vault, o gather and roll back
The sound of anthems; in the darkling wood,

' Amid the eool and silemge, he knelt down,
And offered to the Mightiest solemn thanks
And supplication. For his simple heart
Might not rtesist the saered influence .
Whieh, from the stilly twilight of the place,
And from the gray old trunks that high in heaven
Mingled their mossy boughs, and from the sound
Of the invisible breath that swayed at onece
All their green tops, stole over him, and bowed
His spirit with the thought of boundless power
And inaccessible majesty. Ah, why
Should we, In the world’s riper years, negleet
God’s ancient sanctuaries, and adore
Only among the erowd, and under-roofs
That our frail hands have raised? ILet me, at least,
Herg in the shadow of this aged wood,
Offer one hymn — thriee happy, if it find
Aceeptance in His ear,

— William Cullen Bryont,

Recitation

Grap me with the strength of Thy steadfast hills;
The speed of Thy streams give me.

In the spirit that ealms, with the iife that thrills,
I would staod or run for Thae. )

Lot me be Thy voice or Thy silent power,
As the eataract or the peak,

An eternal thought, in my earthly hour,
Of the living God to speak.

Clothe me in the rose tints of Thy skies
Upon morning semmits laid.

Robe me in the purple and gold that flies
Through Thy shuttles of light and shade,
Let me rise and rejoice in Thy smile aright

As mountaing and forests do.
Let me welcome Thy twilight and Thy night,
And wait for Thy dawn_anew,

Give me of the hrook’s faith, jovously sun
Under clank of its ey cha,i’n? yOusy sung

Give me of the patience that hides among
Thy hilltopg in mist and rain.

Lift me up from the clod; let me breaths Thy breath,
Thy beauty and strength give me.

Let me lose both the name and the meaning of death
In the life that 1 share with Thee,

— Luey TLarcowm,

In the House of Qur Father

T woNDER if we realize just low mueh of an outdoor man
Jesue was, The pietures make Him a rather pale and hloodless
man, frail leoking, and womanigh. I think they do Him a great
injustice. OF course, I never saw Jesus— and neither did the
artists. But I can read, and out of my reading congtruct a
picture that I think is truer to character than the imaginary
portraits these ascetie-minded artists made. Hofmann alome
gives u¢ a more vigorous Christ, though helding stil to the
tradition.

But Jesus was used from His childhood to outdoor life and
to hard worl, The little village of Nazareth was up there in
the hills of Galilee, huilt indeed on a hill, giving far views.
And we know from the teachings of Jesus that He must in
childhood have made Himself very familiar with atl country
life. ILis word pietures of sheep and shepherding, of flowers
and birds and animals, of tilling, sowing, and reaping, of
storm and of quiet sunset, betray Iis intimaey with the works
of nature,
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Jesus doubtless ‘was a busy boy, what with helping His
mother and running the errands of the carpenter shop. . But I
think He must have caught many a moment to east His glanee
over the hills or up to the sky, and more than once must have
taken an hour to pass out into the felds.

It was but a few miles from Nazareth to the escarpment
of the Esdraelon plain, through which ran the ancient river
Kishon, which onee in its sudden rising had overwhelmed
Sisera before Barak., I think it likely encugh that, standing
there under a sheltering rock one day, the boy Jesus saw that
scene He afterward embodied in a parable, when “the rain
descended, and the floods came,” and the torrential river
swept the light shepherd’s huts from its sandy shore, but beat
in vain against the castle upon the eliff. And did He not
sometimes join a shepherd friend in his search for his strayed
shesp, or handle the pruning knife in the vineyard of &
husbandman, or match Fiis boyish stride and swing of arm with
that of the sower sowing his wheat?

Luke tells us how, after the temple episode, Jesus, the
adolescent boy just coming into His manhood, - waxed strong.”
Perhaps it was not long after the mantle of manhood had
fallen on the shoulders of Jesus that Joseph died, aund the
carpenter’s business was turmed te his “son” Tt meant
more physical labor than even today; for the carpenter of
that period must with erude tools bring the forest to the
town, hewing his beams from the frees, transporting it often
on his own shoulders, and laying it in place with mno engines
of any kind. 'The carpenter was no anemic, puny wraith of
& man,

T believe that those who would be most like Jesus, who would
perceive what Jesus knew, who would teach what Jesus taught,
must choose His methods of preparation and so far as possible
follow His manner of life. He was filled with a knowledge of
the Seriptures, and hy their teachings He was enabled to in-
terpret the lessons of nature, B0 alse may we

“ As the dwellers in Eden learncd from nature’s pages, as
Moses discerned God’s handwriting on the Arabian plains and
mountains, and the Child JFesus on the hillsides of Nazareth,
80 the children of today may learn of Him., The unseen is
illustrated by the seen. On everything upon the earth, from
the loftiest tree of the forest to the lichen that clings to the
roek, from the boundless ocean to the tinlest shell on the shore,
they may behold the image and superseription of God.”’—
“ Bducation,” p. 100,

Lot the boys and the girls, the youth of today, grow strong
as Jesus grew. Sound health is necessary for the best work
and enjoyment of life. And for sound health, life must be
lived much in the open, with exercise of musele and brain and
contemplation of the marvelous creation of God. We need to
study the sciences of nature, to know more and more of its
sectets, to become friends with all its forms. The more you
know things by name—trees, and flowers, and Dbirds, and
animals — the better acquainted will you feel witk nature, and
the legs inclined te cheap and artificial amusements. The
empty head and the empty heart will be filled by the demons
of digeontent and frivelity; but the head and the heari that
il themselves with the knowledge of all things God has made,
will follow in the patl that Jesus trod.

This is no little matter. In wmany cases our cteinal happiness
and usefnlness depend upon the envirenment we choose” Coun-
try life and study of nature go hand in hand with the study
of the Bible and other good books.

“ Life in the cities is false and artificial. The infense passion
for money getting, the whirl of excitement and pleasure seek-
ing, the thirst for display, the luxury and extravaganes, all are
forees that, with the great magses of mankind, are turning the
mind from life’s frue purpese. They are opening the door to

a thousand evils. Upon the youth they have almost irresistible
power.—“ The Ministry of Heoling,” p. 364,

“Instemd of dwelling where only the works of men ean be
seen, where the sights and sounds frequently suggest thoughts
of evil, where furmeil and confusion bring weariness and dis-
quietude, go-where you ean look upon the works of God. Tind
rest of spirit in the beauty and quietude and peace of nature,
Let the eye resi on the green fields, the groves, and the hills.
Look up to the blue sky, unobseured by the ¢ify’s dumst and
smoke, and hreathe the invigorating air of heaven.”—Id,
page 367.

This is the life that Jesus lived.

A, W, SpaLpING.

Devotiional Meeting for April 25

‘Senior

Topie: “ How We Got Our Bible”

. Morning Watch Review.

Sentence Prayers.

Talk: “ Bible Sourees.”

Talk: “ The Stery of the Vulgate.”

Reading: “ The Romanee of the Sinaitic Manuseript.”
Talk: ¥ Wyeliffe and ihe English Bible.”

Reading: “ A Bible for the People”

Talk: % Our Bibles of Today.”

Junior

o N e B2 o 1

Topic: © Lamplighters.”

. Review the Morning Wateh Texts.

. Sentence Prayers.

. Superintendent’s Talk: * How We Got Our Bible” )
Song: “ Give Me the Bible” y
Talk: “ An Early Lamplighter.” '
. Recitation: “ The Bible,”

Story: “ Tyndale, the Lamplighter.”

. Bymposium: “ Other Lamplighters.”

Notes to Leaders

This program may be made a fascinating story of the Bible.
Tow it has come down to uns safoguarded because of the many
copics, though the original manuseripts have been utterly lost, A
how God has broken down prejudice and made His Word at
last acecssihle to every e¢hild of Iis, becomes a thriliing ro-
mance. That cach Missionary Volunteer may know something
of the history of our Bible, is the purpose of this program,

Space limits our ability to give much material. Such books
as 9 The Ancestry of Our English Bible,” by Price; “ Why 1
Bolieve the Bible,” by Amos B. Wells; “Our Bible in the
Making,” by J. Paterson Smyth; and the new Reading Course
book, ¢ Flow We Got Our Bible,” by the same author, will be /
of value to the carnest Missionary Volunteer who will give a
Hitle time io study and preparation. And he will feel well
repaid, for the story of our Bible is one that grips the inter-
est immediately. .
Senior Notes

Articles are given as a basis for all the talks in the Senior
program except No. 6, “ Wycliffe and the English Bible.”
There is a very complete story of this man of God in “ Great
Controversy,” pages 79-26. Imphasize the part he played in
making the Bible accessible to the people of England,

Study the prefaces of the Authorized and Revised Versions fo
supplement source materig] for No. 8, “ Our Bibles of Today.”

Junior Notes

3. Superintendent’s Talk: “ How We Got Our Bibie.”—- The
purpose of your talk is to build up in the minds of the boys
and girls a faith in God’s Word and in Iis infinite power to
keep that Word throughout the ages. Study carefully the arti-
cles given for Nos, 8, 4, and 5 in the Senior program, and tell
the story in your own words, The following illustration wiil
give point to the talk and help to emphasize its purpose: .

“When the bridge was built, before the authorities would
allow a passenger trabr to cross it, they put on it seventeen
flat cars heavily loaded with iron, and they went over safely.

“ A few days later a man who had witnessed the going of
the heavily loaded cars across the bridge said he stood by, and,
looking down from dizzy heights upon the furious waters helow,
he began to deubt that the bridge was strong enough to carry.
the passengor train over in safety, when lo! he happened to
think what he had seen go over, and he said: ‘ Why, thers is
nol a bit of danger— did I not sce it tested with seventeen
heavily loaded cars? If it carried them over in safety, them
gurely it will earry over in like manner the mueh lighter pas-
genger train’ The bridge had been tested and proved. That is
the way we feel about the Bible — it has been tested thousands
of times, and it has never failed to stand the test of a single
time. The Bible has not now to be tested by modern seholar- 4
ship or any other kind — it has been tested long ago, and the
test showed it was equal to any emergeney, and for the very
reason that the everlasting arms are underneath, aud hecause
of that faet, it eannot break down. There have not lived in
all Christendom enough scholars to break down the Bible”

5. Tall: “An Barly Loamplighter”— This should he a
thoughtful story of Wrycliffe. The story in * The Great Con-
troversy,” pages 79-96, though long, may be made intensely
interesting to Juniors. The superintendent should help the
Junior to piek out the most important parts of the narrative
to use, '

¥, Story: ¥ Tyndale, the Lamplighter”>— The material for
this is given under No. 7, ¢ A Bible for the People.”” See article
by that name.

8. Symposium: “ Other Lamplighters”— Space prevents fur-
ther material, but the Junior Reading Course book, “Lamp-
lighters Across the Sea,” is made up of stories of fhose who
have given the Bihle to the people in their ewn language, The
superintendent and the program committee should seleet a few
of the stories to be told.

~

.

-
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- Bible Sources

To the Hebrews belongs the eredit of preserving the Old Tes-
tament.
destroyed in the terrible persecutions which ¢ame upon the Jews,
but faithful seribes had ¢opied and recopied the sacred writings
until there was a copy of the law for every synagogue. True,
these copies contained mistakes, If any, cne thinks it may be
an easy matiter to copy accurately day after day, let him try
it for just four hours, DBuf copyists rarely mado the same mis-
take, and -so by comparing a number of copies the original
meaning may be determined with accuracy.

Then there were translations.of the Hebrew Old Testa.ment

The prosperity and liberality of the Hgyptian government had.

attracted many Jews there, In faet, it had been the home of
some dince early in the life of Jeremiah, The conquest by
Alexander the Great had alse threwn the door wide open for
his countrymen, and the.Gzeok language, along with the Greek
cutture, had had an influence with the Jews. Many devoted
Hebrews beheld the inroads of Greek philosophy with dismay.
It led to the translation of tho Hebrew Sériptures into Greek.,
This great work is known as the Septuagint, and it beeame not

only the Bible of the Greek-spezking Jews of Alexandria, but,

of all the Jews in the countries about the Me&iterraneaq Sea.
It was the Old Testament of Christ, of Paul, and of the apos-
tles. It became the mothoer text for other translations.

Now let us suppose that we are vigiting one of the great carly
Christian churches about one hundred twenty years after Christ,
long enough after so that the New Testament writings have
been completed and each chureh supplied with originals or cop-
ies of them, what woeuld we find in use as their Bible? There
might be serapy of Seriptare in early Hebrew, assuredly a ecpy
of the Septuagint, some Apocryphal books valuable beeause of
their teachings, and then the originals or dircet copies of the
Gospels, Acts, Episties, John, and Revelation. These, then, are
the early sources of our Bible. INotiee that these were all ovig-
inally written in Greek, with the exception of very old eopies of
the Old Testament, But as the influence of Kome began to
inereage, Lalin took the place of Greek in the Christian church,
and these carly manuseripts were translated into the Latin, It
is thought that an entire translation of the Bible in Latin was
in eirculation in Carthage as early as 2560 4. n. Of sourse, the

New Testament was translated from the original Greek, but

the Old Teslament of the Latin versions way translated from
the Septuagint, which in itself was a transiation. As all this
wag done by hand, the earlier the manuseript the more valuable
it would be, that is, the less likely would it be to contain copy-
ist’s errors.

About 390 4. p, Jerome began hiz great work ef tramglation
known as the Vulgate. Iu this, the great scholar threw aside
the copies of the Septuaginht, and went back to the early He-
brew for the 0ld Testament. DBut that belongs to amother
story. Suffiee it to say that through this Latin {ransiation,
which was carefnl and scholarly, eame our earlier Fnglish
Bibles.

Other tranglationg from the Greek are alse found, such as a
complete Bible in Syriae, which must have been translated soon
after the first century.

Although the original copies are irrevecably lost, these eop-
ies and early translation so check each other that the true mean-
ing of the Holy Scriptures iz faithfully preserved against the
power of time, fire, or other disaster,

Comparatively vecently, new sources have begn opened fo
Bible scholars. The Vatican manugeript, which unlil lately
had been jealously guarded, has been made available to Bible
‘sehelars, 'This is considered the eoldest Groek copy now in ex-
istence. It is thought that it was made about 300 s n. It is
interesting to remember, however, that it was a comparatively
reeent copy at the time Jerome was translating his Vulgate, for
which he must have had access to far older manuseripts. The
finaitic manuseript was discovered by Tischendorf in 1844,
and hag added its check upon previous translations, And lastly
the Alexandrian manuseript (a copy ef the Greek made about
450 A, p,) was given to Charles I of England about 1628, just
seventeen years too lafe to be used in the making of our own
Authorized Version. All these sources however, were open to

The original manuscripts have been utterly lost or

the scholars who studied and prayed, examining translations
and original copies with untiring patience for the sake of giv-
ing us the Revised Version of today.

NorE.— The following dlagram will make this talk still more,
clear. It is copied from the new Reading Course book, < How

We Got Our Bible,”

“ra

b

4th Century"

oth Century

14th Cent,ury‘

16th Century

1'7th Century

1%th Century REVISED VERSION

The Story of the Vulgate

Awp the request of the pope (385 A, p.), Jerome, who was
recognized as ome of the greatest Greek and Hebrew scholars
of his day, began revigions of the Latin version of the Bible
then, in use. These had beeome so full of ¢opyist’s ervors and
remarks inserted by these who did the copying, that there was
danger of lesing the pure apostolic Seripture.

Soon after heginming this work, Jerome went to Palestine
and there established a monastery. Mere he carefully studied
the country, itg people, and their customs as well ag came in
contact with early Hebrew manuseripts as he worked at hig task
of revision. More and more, however, he came to feel that he
should undertake a new translation from the original Hebrew
instead of relying upon early Greek translations. This he be-
gan to do, translating a book at & time and geiding it to friends
for eriticism. Thus began the great life-work of a man prob-
ably tho only man in the world fitted. by education, training,
and spirituality te do the great work whick was largely re-
sponsible for keeping the Seriptures in their apostolic purity
for the hundreds of yearg early manUSGrlpts lay hldden and
inaccessible to scholars or people.

‘Was his work appreciated?

Jerome died broken-hearted heeause of the seathmg denun-
eiation of his fellow ehurchmen. 'That gentury did not pags,
however, before Jerome’s version wag recognized as greatly
superior to older Latin versions, and before long its use 111
church services exceeded %hot of any translatlon.l ‘ L.

~ FATHERS,
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The Romance of the Sinaitic Manuscript

Tr is ealled the Sinaitie manuseript from the place wheve it
was found by the great German scholar, Dr, Tischendorf. His
whole life was given up to the discovery and study of ancient
manuseripts of the Bible, and he traveled all over the East,
gearching every old library he could get into for the purpose;
but it was quite unexpeectedly, in Bt Catharine’s Convent, at
the foot of Mt., Sinai, that he discovered this, the “pearl of
all hin-researcheg,’ as he calls it,

In visiting the library of the convent m the month of May,
1844, he percgived in the middle of the great hall a basket
full of old” parchmbuts, and the Mbrarian told him that two
heaps of similar old doenments had already been used for the
fires, What was his surprige to find in the basket a number of
sheets of a copy of the Sefituagint (Greek) Old Testament, the
most aneient-looking manuseript that he had ever seen. The
authorities of the comvent: allowed him to take away about
forty sheets, as they wéretonly intended for the fire; but he
displayed fo much satisfaction with his gift that the suspicion
of the monks was aroused as to the value of the manuseript,
and t;hsy refuged to give him any more,

He returned to. »Germany, and with hig precious sheets made
& great sensation a,n“t.'he literary world. But he took very good
eare not to tell-Where he had got them, ag he still had hopes
of securing the remainder; and he scon had reason to eom-
gratulate himself on his eamtion, for the Enghsh government
at onke sent out a seholar to buy up any valuable Greek manu-
seripts he could lay hands on, and poor Dr. Tischendorf was
very uneasy leét the Englishman should stumble upon the old
basket on Mt. Binai. You may judge of his relief when he saw
the Englishman’s veport soon after, telling of his failure;
“ for,” said he, “ after the visit of such a critie as Dr. Tischen-
dorf, I ecould not, of courss, expeet any suceess.”’

He tried next, by means of an iufluential friend at the court
of Bgypt, to progure ths rest of the manuseript, but without
puccess. © The monks of the convent,” wrote hig friend, “have
sinee your departure learned the value of the parchments, and
now they will not part with them at any price” So he paid
another vigit to Mt. Sinai, hut could find only one sheet con-
taining eleven lines of ths book of Genesis, which showed him
that the manuseript originally contained the emtire Old Tes-
tament,

To shorten the story, I must pass over fifteen years, during
,which time he had enlisted the sympathy of the emperor of
Russia, and in 1859 weé find him again at the convent with 2
ecommission from the emperor himself. However, he found very
little of any value, and had made his arrangements to leave
without accomplighing his mission, when a quite nnexpeeted
event hrought about all that he wished for. The very evening
before he was to leave he was walking in the grounds with
the steward of the convent, and as they returned, the monk
asked him into his cell to take some refreshment, Seareely
had they entered the eell, when, resuming his former conversa-
tion, the monk gaid, **I, too, have read a copy of that Septua-
gint,” And so saying he took down a bulky bundle, wrapped
in red cloth, and laid i on the table. Tischendorf opened the
pareel, and to his great surprise found not only those very frag-
ments that he had seen fifteen years hefore, but alse other parts
of the 0ld Tegtament, the New Testament complete, and some
of the Apoeryphal books.

Full of joy, which this time he had the gelf-command to con-
ceal, he asked in g caveless way for permigsion to look over it
in his bedreom, “ And there by myself,” he says, “ I gave way
to my transports of joy. I knew that I held in my hand one
of the most precious Biblieal treasures in existence, a doenment
whoge age and importance excoeded that of any I had ever seen
after twenty years’ study of the suhjeef.”

At ieng’th, through the emperor’s influence, he succeeded in
obtaining the precious manuseript, which is now stored up in
the Library of St. Petershurg, the greatest treasure which the
' Eastern Church poseesses. Strange that after all the vieissi-
tudes of fifteon centuries it ghould at length he restored to the
world onty forty years eince! It is now easily accessible to
seholars through its facsimiles in all our great libraries—J,
Paterson Smyth, in “ How We Got Our Bible,” pp. 24-27.

i

‘A Bible for the People

In 1484, the year after the birth of Luther, and a hundred
years after the death of Wycliffe, William Tyndale was born,
He grew up a thoughtful, studious youth, and at an early age
won for himgelf in Oxford o distinguished position for seholar-
ship, Soon afterward he moved to Cambridge; where he met
with Erasmus, the greatest Greek scholar of the day, who had
just completed his Greek Testament from a eomparison of some
a&neient manuseripts.

Tyndale quickly made himself familiar with this wonderful
new book. He took it up probably-at first as a curious work
of scholarship, but he soon found that there was more in it
than this; and like his great contemporary, Lmther, and almost
at the same time, he read again and again with ever-deepening
interest the wondrous revelation of the love of God to man, tilk
hig spirit was gtirred to its depths. He could not keep his treas-
ure to himself, He argued with the priests, and exhorted them.
to study the Seriptures for themselves; and it was about
this time that one day, in the sudden heat of controversy; he
startled all around by his memorable declaration, whose fulfil-
mpnt was afterward the objeect of his life, “ We had better,”
said his opponent, “be without God’s laws than the pops's”
And Tyndale vose in his indignant wrath, I defy the pope,”

. he eried, “and all hig laws; and if God gpare me, I will one

day make the boy that drives the plow in England to know
more of Seripture than the pope does.”

He had already translated some portions from the original
Greek, and now, encouraged by the report he had heard of him
as g patron of learning, he applied confidently to Cuthbert Ton-
stall, bishop of London, for permlssion to earry on his work in
the episcopal palace under his lordship’s patronage. Bub trans-
lation of elassical authors was a very different thing from trans-
lation of the Seriptures, and the bishop chillingly replied that
thers was no room in the palaes for earrying on such a work.
However, he was kindly recerved by Humphrey Monmouth, a
London merchant, and in his house for nearly a year he assidn-
ously, though very quietly, prosecuted his tdsk,

But that year of contact with the ecclesiastics of the ecity
plainly showed him that no merey would be extended to any
movement which disturbed their quiet. He saw men around
him led to prison and to death for possessing or reading a copy
of Luther’s writings, and he knew well that a Bible transia.
tion would be & still more dangerous book. “ Wherefore,” he
sadly says, “ T perceived that not only in my lord of London’s
palace, but in all England, there was no reom for attempting
2 translation of the SBeriptures.”

Tyndale was not one of those who, having put their hands
to the plow, look back. He had determined that England should
have the Word of God spread among her psople by means of
this new invantion of printing, and he had ealmly counted the
cost. If his work eould not he done in England, well. If not,
—if only a life of exile could accomplish it, then that life
of exile he would cheerfully accept. So in 1524 he left his
native land, never to see it again; and at Hamburg, in poverty
and distress, and amid eonstant danger, the brave-hearted exile
worked at his translation, and eo diligently that the following
year we find him at Cologne with the sheets of his quarte New
Testament already in the printer’s hands,

But a sad disappointment was in store for him. He had
kept his seeret well, and he heped that in a few months more
the little book wowld be spreading in thousands through the
length and breadth of England. But just as hie hopes were
highest, one day there came to him a hurried message at his
lodgings, and half distracted he rushed to the printer’s house,
seized all the shests he eould lay hands on, and fled from the
town. A priest named Cochlsus had heard an idle boast of
sotme printers which roused his suspieions, and by diligently
plying them with wine, the startling secret at length came out
that an English New Testament wag actunally in the press, and
already far on #s way to completion. Quite horrified at sueh
a conspiracy, “ worse,” ke thought, “ than that of the eunuehs
against Ahasuerus,” he at once gave information to the magis-
trates, and demanded that the sheets should be seized, while e
at the same time dispatehed a messenger to the Englich bish-
ops to warn them of this unexpeeted danger. Hence the con-
sternation of Tyndale and his hurried flight’ from Cologne.
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With his precious sheets he escaped to Worms, where the
enthusiasm for Luther and the Reformation was then at its
height, and there at length he accomplished his design, produe-
ing for the first time a complete printed New Testament in
English. EKnowing of the information that Coechleus had
given, and thai in consequence the books would be jealously
watehed, he printed also an edition in smaller size, as more
likely to escape detection, and at once made provision for the
forwarding of his dangerous merchandise to England. In
cages, in barrels, in bales of cloth, in sacks of flour, every secret
way that c¢ould be deviged, the books were sent; and in aspite
of the utmost vigilanee in watching the ports, many of them
arrived and were scattered far and wide through the country.

Such a commotion as they creajed among the hostile clergy!
Wyctiffe’'s Testaments had beem treublesome emough, even
though it took months te finish o single copy and the cost was
in a great meagure prohibitive. But here were books pouring
into the country eapahle of being produced at the rate of hun-
dreds per day, and at ‘a price wifhin the reach of all. Vigor-
ous measures indeed would be necessary now!

The warning of Cochlwus had set them cn their guard, and

‘every port was carefully watched by officers appointed for the

purpose. Thousands of copies were thus seized in their various
disguises, and were burned with solemn ceremony at the old
erogs of St. Paul’s, as “a burnt offering most pleasing to
Almighty God; ¥ and still other thousands supplied their place.
Tyndale wag but little discouraged at their efforts, for he knew
thai the printing press could defy them all. “In burning the
book,” he says, “they did none other thing than I looked for;
no more shall they do if they hurn me also, if it be ch’s will
that it should be so.”’ "

There is no grander life in the whole annals of the Refor-
mation than that of William Tyndale —none which comes
nearer in its beautifvl seif-forgetfulness to that of Him who
“]aid down His life for His sheep.” Many a man has suffered
¢hat a great cause might conquer by means of himself, Ne such
thought sullied the self-devotion of Tyndale. He issued his
earlier editions of the New Testament without a name, “ fol-
lewing the counsel of Christ which exhortéth men to do their
good deeds seeretly,” * I assure you,” said he to Vaughan, the
envoy of the king, *if it would stand with the king’s most
gracious pleagure to grant a transiation of the Scripture to e
put forth among his people like as it is put forth among the
subjecis of the emperor here, be it the translation of whatsoever
person he pleased, I shall immediately make faithful promises
never t¢ write more nor abide two days in these parts after the
same, but immediately repair unto his rvealm, &nd there humbly
submit myself at the feet of hig reyal majesty, offering my
body to suffer what pain or torture, yea, what death his grace
wills, so that this be obtained.”

Poverty and distress and misrepresentalion were his constant
lot; imprisenment and death were ever staring him in the faee;
but “mnone of these things moved him, neither ¢ounted he his
life dear unto him* for the accomplishment of the work which
God had set him,

No higher honor could be given to any man than such a work
to gecompligh.

But Tyndale did not see that day of aecomplishment, For
weary years he Ilabored for it, a worn, poverty-siricken exile
in g far-away CGerman town, and now when i came, his heroie
life was over — the prigon and the stake had done their work.

And now a few words about the tramslation itself, As we
have seen already, all the earlier English versions were but
translations of a translation, being derived from the Vulgate
Tyndale for the first time goes back
to the original Hebrew and Greek, though the manuscripts ac-
cessible in his time were nobt of much sutherity as eompared
with those used by our revisers now.

And not only did he go back to the original langnages seek-
ing for the truth, but he embodied that truth when found in
so noble a iranslation that it has been but little improved on
even to the present day. Bvery succeeding version is in reality
little more than a revision of Tyndale’s; even our present
Authorized Version owes to him chiefly the ease and beauty for
which it is so admired.— J. Paterson Smyth.

“ READING the Bible is listening to God.”

Our Bible of Today

Less than a hundred years after Tyndale gave up his life
for the sake of giving a Bible of their own to the peopls, the
Authorized Version of the Bible, o whick every man, woman,
and child of today has access, was puf into the hands of the
people.

In 1603 King James I came to the throne. He had been an
earnest student of the Seriptures, even franslating the book of
Revelation and some of the psalms, The January after this the
Puritans of the country registered a complaint with the king,
charging that the fransiations then in uge had been corrupied,
and asked him to sponsor a4 new and careful franslation. His
previous training made him sympathetic with this appeal at
once. He seemed to regard it as a God-given opportunity for
doing a lasting and valuable serviece for the people. Aund so
we find that by July, 1604, hie had appointed fifty-four learned
men for this important work, The list included those from =l
churches except the Reman Catholie.

These men were organized into six groups, each of which was
to work on a speeial portion of the Seriptures, After the work
was done, each man of the forty-seven scholars, not removed
by death or resignation from the original list of fifiy.-four,
examined angd passed upon the work of every other., A final
copy was sent to London, and six werc chosen to go over it
again and put the finishing touches upon it betore it went to
the press. The first edition appeared in 1611. It won its way
almost immediately, and for three centuries it became the Bible
of the Emglish-speaking people.

But years bring vital changes in the language of the people,
Words fake on new meanings and others become obsplete,
There were other reasons which clamored for a revigion of the
Bible in the last of the nineteenth century. New and ancient
manuseripts had come to light, there was a great deal more
known abont the gneient languages, and Biblical schelarship,
whick in olden days had been confined to a few, had greatly
ingreased. And so on Feh, 10, 1870, in the upper heuse of the
Convocation of Canterbury, which, ronghly speaking, holds the
same relationship to the Episecpal Church that cur General
Conference does to tho Seventh-day Adventist denomination, a
resolution was presented favoring the revision of the Old and
New Testaments. The Church of England fook the lead in the
management of thig, but schelars frem every denomination ex-
cept the Roman Catholic took part in the work, The general
committee appoinied for the work wag orgamized inte two sub-
committees, one of which was to work on the New Tesiament,
the other the Old Testament. They each met together for a
session of ten days cach, at stated intervals, and they usunally
worked six howrs a day. The whole time devoted to the work
was ten and a lalf years.

In the meantime a company of American scholars was organ-
ized who were to examine and suggest changes of the English
revision to meet the Ameriean need. This, of course, was done
under pressure, after the committee in England had finished
their first effort, and as the public insisted on publication as
seon as possible, only a few of the suggestions from this side
of the water were incorperated; the rest were put in an appen-
dix. The Americans had promised to support the English ra-
vigion for fourteen years, but the commitiee did not disband,
gy it was gemerally felt that there would be a demand for an
American edition. There are, for instance, many Bnglish words
which have a different Ameriean meaning. ¢ Corn?” means
grain of all kinds in England; but only Indian corn in Amer-
ica, “Chargers™ are not “ platters,”” but * horses,” here.
“Traders” are not “chapmen »” with ug, nor are “ merchants*
“ geeupiers.,”  Then, too, some antiquated ways of spelling were
retained in the English revision of 1885, Aside from this, the
American committee greatly simplified the marginal references.

The Standard American edition authorized by the American
committee on revisiom, was published by Thomas Nelson &
Sons, of New York, Aug. 26, 1901, Price says of it: “As it
now stands, it is the most perfect English Bible in existence,
and will be the standard version for English readers for decades
te come, It ig the erystallization of the hest elcmenty of ripe
scholarship and sound Iearning, and is a fitiing elimax to the
tremendous advances made in Biblical learning during the last
ha}f of the nineteenth century.”
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SBuch is a brief account of the three Bibles in use today,
the® Authorized Version, the Revised Version, and the Standard
Ameneau Revised Velsmn

The Bible

Srupy it carefully,
Think of it prayerfully, i
Deep in thy heart let its pure precepts dwell,
Slight not its history,
Ponder its mystery,
None ean o’er prize it too fondly or well,

Acecept the glad fadings,

The warnings and chidings,
Found in this volume of heavenly lore;

With faith that’s unfailing, et

And love all prevailing, T
Trust in its promise of life evermore. ’

With fervent dewotion
‘ And thankful, emotion, .
_Hear the blest weleome, respond to its eall
Life’s purest oblation,
The heart’s adoration,
Give to the Saviour, who ded-for us all,

— Sowthern Union Worker.

* Missionary Volunteer Programs for
Advaneed Schools

To the Program Committec.— The talent and availability of
further sourece material should make it possible to present ma-
ture, thoughtful programs, using the suggestions of the.pre-
vious pages a8 a basis. Nothing ean take the plaes of a wide-
awake committes, one that will take fime to plan carefully and
asaign paris in accordence with the ability of the one to whom
the part is- offered and the amount of material accessible to
him.” The subjects of the programs throughout the year are so
selected as to eover as nearly ag possible every phase of Mis-
pionary Volunteer mterests, It is well for ecollege program
committees to bear this in niind, and where it seems advisable
to substitute an entircly. different program for the one given,
plan to neet the purpose of that program at some other time.

Supplement the material given in such a way as to grip the
interest of the students whe think. For instance, there are.a
number of phases on the aubject, “ How We Got Our Bible”
of interest to young people untouched by the program as pre-
sented. The veason for variants, and why they should inerease
our confidence in the translations given us, is not only of in-
terest, put of practical value to him who shall preach the
inspivation of the Word, Some of the difficultics in eopying
and trausiating the ancient Gireek may appealr to others, While
the story of carly translations is barely alluded to iw the mate-
rial given, they play an important and interesting part in the
sourees the seholars used for the Bible we know, Invite the
teacher who eonduets the elass on ¥ Ancestry of the Bible” to
meat with the progyam comwmmnittes when you are working out
your plans for the program, “ How We Got Our Bible”

The pregrams, “Thy Wil Bs Done” and * God’s Out of
Doors,” both lend themselves to further development, The first
should be a distinetly devotional type. Ask some of your most
conseerated students to take part, Young folks are most inter-
ested in what touches their own lives, And what the choice of
a friendship has meant to those who may be called the leaders
in the devotional life of the sehool and in turn has made their
influence worth while, will earry weight. And with elasses and
teachers interested in the plant and animal life of God’s out
of doors, what eannot a program committee do in making such
an hour as is suggested for April 18 worth while to young
folks!

From time to time, as space permits, we hope fo give pro-
gramg contributed by advanced sehools. To this end we expect
to suggest only in 2 general way the adaptation of the regular
programs of the Gazerre, We do want from you, however, an
aegount of your original programs. Can you not in your first
committee meeting ask some membor to write up notes on a
gueeessful programm you have plannsd and preparved sometime
during the school year? We believe that if we ean publish a

number from different seholols, such now ideas and new mate-
rial will strengthen the interest of the college societies in their
Missionary Voluuteer programs. Please do your part, and send
your suggestions to Mrs. Ifarriet Holt, Missionary Volumteer
Department, Takoma Park, Washington, D, C.

. The following was submitted by a2 school in Canada. Al
though we are not giving it in full, the idea is there, ready fov
thosg who wish to try somothing similar,

A Successtul School Program

“ This program was worked up with the one aim of ereating
a deeper interest in the study of the blessed Word, and as it
is passed on te our many siater societies throughout the world,
it is with an earnest desire that it may be the means in the
hands of the Lord to help some soul sce more clearly the beauty
contained in the Seriptures.’”’

The pagsages of Seripture which have been selected are but
a few of the best, No rendition can be too fine, no preparation
too thorough. We suggest, however, that study be given to the
simplicity of the rendition, Anythlng that savors of the dra-
matie detracts.from the bheauty and dignity of the Seripfures.

A great deal of special music is suggested by the one report-
ing this program. A quartet rondered several seleetions appro-
priate to the numbers which had just been given,

Tall;: The Bible

This talk shozld be given by the leader, ar some one appointed
by the committee who is eapable of giving an interesting talk
in which the beauties of the Bible will be hrowght out. This iz
to be an original talk, but excellent help may be obtained from
Volume IV, No. 1, of the Present P'ruth.

Joseph Interpreting Pharaok’s Dream

(In all parts, the scriptare must be memorvized word for word,
and nothing added. Some clanses, however, must he omifted,
such as in Genesis 41: 15; the clause, “ And Pharaoh said unto
Joseph,” and in the next verse the clauwse, “ And Joseph an-
swered Pharaoh, saying,” must be omitted. Similar elauses or
phrages should be left out in all the parts.)

PHArAOH: Glen. 41: 15,

JosEru: Gen, 41: 16.

PHARAOH: Gen. 41:17-24.

JosgpH: Gen, 41: 25-36,

PrarsoH (Looking arcund to the andienee) : Gen. 41: 38-41,

Moses’ Final Mscourse

The speaker addresses the eongregation in each of thege
parts:

Moses: Deut. 31;2-6,

Lmaper or Socierv: Deut. 31: 7(a). (The speaker steps to
one side just a step or two, and the leader stands and says,
“ And Moses ealled unte Joshua, and said unte him in the sight
of all Israel” The speaker then resumes his former position
and continues.)

Mosms: Deut, 31:7(h) and 8,

LesDER OoF Sooigry: Deut, 31:9, 10(a) (down to and in-
cluding the word “ saying ™).

Mogms: Deut, 31:10(b)-13,

Poul’s befcnse Before Agrippa and Festus
Parr I

{(Festay and Agrippa come in and arc seated.)
Frsrus: Aets 25: 14 (b)-21.

Aerivba: Acts 25: 22(b),

Frsrus: Aets 25: 22(e).

(Both leave for just a moment,)

Parr 11

(Festus and Agrippa return, and Paul follows them. in, with
a soldier,)

YesTus (Addressing Agrippa and the aundience):
25: 24(h)-27,

. AgrIPPA: Acts 26: 1(D).

Papr: Aects 26: 223,

FEsTUs: Acts 26:; 24(h).

Pavn: Acts 26: 2527,

Agrippa: Acts 26: 28(h).

Pavn: Acts 26: 28(h),

(Paul and the soldier leave first. As soon as they are out,
while Testus and Agrippa are leaving the cunversa.txon L@n—
tinues,)

Fesrvs: Aets 26: 31(b).

AgGRIPPA: Acts 26: 32(Db).

Acts

“TaE best angle from whieﬁ to do missionary work is the
try-angle.”
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