- @The Chureh @tfiters’ Gasette

Vor. XII

JULY, 1925

No. 7

The Church Officers’ Gazette

Tssued monthiy
Printed and published by the
REVIEW AND HERALD PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
at Takoma Park, Washington, D. C,, U, 8. A.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Yearly Subscriptlon - - - - - $ .90
Clubs of two oF more gopies to one address, one year - - - T4

‘BpITOR - - - - - - - - T. B. BoweN
ASSOCIATE EDITORS - - - M. B. Kign, J. A, STEVENS

EDITORIAL COUNCIL

0. MONTGOMERY C. K. MEYERS B. B. Beopos

Entered as second-class matter, January 20, 1914, at the post office at
Washington, P. C., under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879.

Acceptance Jor malling at special rate of postage provided for m
See. 1108. Aet of October 3. 1917, authorized on June 22, 1918,

Chureh Officers” General
Instruction Department

Special Appointments for Jaly

Home Misstopary Day ... ! July 4
Midsummer Rally Day Offering ..o July 18

Districting a Conference
Docs It Mark an Advance in Our Work?

WHEN we look back upon our work of forty or fifty years’

ago and compate it with the work of today, it is evident to
all of us that times lave ecertainly hrought aboui decided
changes in our methods of labor, In those early days, when
the message was new and churches fow, our men could piteh
a tent at almost any eountyy crossroads or in tho small towns,
and sueceed in vaising up a ehurch. In later years, however,
the counfry and village population has been drifting into the
cities or large towns, so that many of these litile country and
small-town ehurehes have either broken up entively or lost so
many members by removals and deaths, that they axe scarcely
able to maintain themselves as organizations. It is really out
of the guestion to think of attempting to revive them by hold-
ing another ient effori. Owr preachiers would not get the
crowda they did at first; ther, oo, we want our workers to be
. garrying the message info the large unworked cities, so soon
to be visited with desiruction.

Barly Churches Expected to Remain Tntact te the End

Many churches wore raised-wp in the early days with the
thought firmly in the minds of the bhrethzen who organized
them, that they would eontinue to thrive nntil Jesus appeared.
They had no thought that time would ecomtinue as it has, or
that these churehies would he erippled by death and vemovals
as they have heen. The stary of churches’ dwindling in mem-
bership, can be verified In every part of the United Btates.
It is not the result of a lack of interest in the mcssage, or the
result of an apostasy, but it is the logieal outcome of conditions
arisen during past years, conditions cur hrethren in the early
days eould not foresee. For many years in the history of our
work, efforts were confined to raising up churches in country
plaees and towns, while the large cities were megleeted. In
many of our conferences today, a large nwmber of their
churches are in the towns aud country distriets, While it
ig trwe that in many eases the larger part of the conference
membership Is In the city churches, nevertheless there yet re-
mains in every conference a large list of believers, resident in
the smailer places.

« manded at the present time.

Our ministers and Bible workers have gone into the cities,
beeanse the Lord has given distinet messages directing them

- there, in order that these places may receive the message

before probation closes. With a dwindlng church membership
in the smaller churches, the question arises, What can a con-
ference do to encowrage these small churches to keep the
torech of truth ablaze, or even to hold their own in member-
ship, while at the same time maintaining strong financial
support of our mission work abroad as well as at home!?

The Rise and Growth of Our Foreign Missions Movement

In the early days, we heard very littte about foreign mis-
slons., Tt was not until 1874 that our first missiovary, Elder
J. N. Andrews, sailed for Furope. The writer well remem-
bers, when a little boy, of the cnthusiasm aroused in our
Sabhath schools over the sailing of the good ship * Piteairn ”
to igland fields. Even at that time we knew but little about
foreign mission work, for our vision of the world’s need of
this message was indeed limited. With only a very dim
vigion of the foreign fields before them, with most of the
work for gmuls in America being centered upon the towns and
counfry districts, while great citics lay unentered, with only
a gmall working force compared with what we have today,
naturally no strong appeal waa made for offerings ag iz de-
With no strong foreign or home
miggiong program on in those days, and very few cifies entered
by the workers, the ministers could devote nearly all fleir
endeavors to vaising up new churches. These churches. were
soundly established in the tifhing system, and urged to give
offorings to the cause. However, our work had not reached
the proportions in foreign lands where it seemed necessary
to call for any definite amount to be given weekly. Tlis left
our ministers quite free to hold meetings and to give them-
selvos more fully to the study of the Word.

Our work abvoad, the last twenty years, has grown by leaps
and bounds, while missionaries hayve been sent out by the
hundreds. It has been during this time, that onr workers have
heen concentrating on the cities of America, in harmony with
the instraction in the spirit of prophecy. The supporting of
our foreign mission work in these days of heavy expense,
cannot be earvied out on the small offering basis of former
vears, but calls for a real sacrifice from our faithful people
eaeh week, Since the drift of population has been toward
the cities, many of our members have moved thsre, in order
to scowre work at higher wages. These conditions have made it
necessary for owr brethrem to de all in their power to build
up sirong churches in these cities, se that the laymen therc
can help to carry the message from door to door, ag well as
becoming strong finanecial supporters of our world-wide work.
‘Where so much is at stake in each large city, with thousands
upon thoumsands yet unwarned and a church of Seventh-day
Adventists to be kept imbued with the thomght of giving
the message to their ynwarned friends and ncighbors, while
at the same time the General Conferspes in its foreign mission
work must aciually depend upon such churches for strong
financial support in behalf of our missionaries, surely it is
necessary that some onc be located in these centers of pop-
wlation, to see that all this is carried ount, and that new
converts are gathered in,

The Problem of Enteving the Large Cities and
Maintaining Ouar Smaller Chuarehes

But even with thig sitnation, I do not believe if is necessary
that the smalier churcles in a eonfercnee be permitted to die.
Neither do T think for one moment that because the call of
the city churel is nrgeut, a minister ghould be so tied up thai
he eannot at. some time of the year, get away long enough to
conduct one or more efforts in sowe of the unentered near-by
cities or towns, To say thai this eould not be done, wounld be
merely to establish sefiled pastors in eertain places, leaving
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them therc indefinitely, while other cities would remain un-
worked, and small echurches without pasters would be permitted
to die. Surely, such a policy would scon mark suictde for any
conference as far as membership and finance ave concerhed.

There mugt be some solution to this preblem, These large
city ehurches camnot with safety be abandoned, neither can
we grow by standing still. New cities and towns must be
entered, while at the same iime our city churches are to be
kept strong, If this problem ean be solved, we believe our
work at home will take a mighty leap forward in a short time.
The writer is eonvinced, by hoth cxperience and observation,
that it cannet be done Ly moving our ministers cut of ene
large city and sending them te another place a long way off,
‘while the firgt chureh is left to go dewn., In a short time
the first chureh would lese out in both memhers and finance
as much as the new chureh would bring in, or more, I have
secn this ecurse pursued, in the desive to ereate new churches,
so Tar that large churches in impertant centers were left to
themselves, with the result that the conferemec so suffered
financially that it could not maintain its work en the funds
coming inte its treasury.

When the writer was asked fo fake the presidency of the
eombined Hastern and Western New York conferences (mow
known as the New York Conference), in the autumn of 1922
he faced the task that all eonference presidents in large ter-
Titories face: How to kecp the city churches strong, and to
extend help to the many smaller churches scattered through-
out the conference, and at the same time to keep in mind the
necessity of entering new territory and raising up new churches.
So much fime during thig {wo-year organization period of the
new conference has been taken up in getting things into good

working order, as well as building up the finance and elearing .

up debts on the conference and sehool, that we have not had
the time to develop the plan I am about to mention, as we
had hoped to de. However, enough has becn accomplished
to eonvince us that there is mwerit in it, and we believe, if
properly worked, holds the solution to our problom,

Dividing the Confcrence Into Districts, and Its Results

We: have a conference covering amn area of about 40,000
square miles with fiffy-four churches scattered from one end
of the State to the other. We decided that the only way the
field could properly be worked, would he on the plan of dividing
it inte districts, with a miuister acting as superintendent over
each distriet, We firgt dividod it imfo nine distriets, but
since have added one more. In each district we gelected a eer-
tain leading city, a strategic point in that distriet, to hecome
its center for the time being. With this leading oity as the
district center, we included anywhere from three to eix churches
in the arrangement, the whole constituting the district; thus
sach district consists of several churches, alto many unworked
towns and cities in its area, with a strategio city as the central
bage and its ehurch a strong supporting factor,

A minister lives in each district center, and is not only
held reapongible for the success of the church where he lives,
but is also expeeted to help the other churches in his distriet
to make good in soul-winuing, Big Week, Iarvest Ingathering,
and all other campaigns, It places upon him a burden to help
other churches, thug helping him to see that we have a duty
to our sister churches, This worker not only meets at regular
intervals with the churehes under his eare, but visits the homes
of our people in his Qistrict, prays with them, endeavors to
enpourage them, have them take the Review and Herald and
other papers, and also is prepared to help them in the selection
of church officers, goes out with them on field days, looks after
baptisms, comforts the sorrowing, officiates at funerals, ote.
In addition to this, he holds efforts in a tent, a hall, or a
chureh, first in one city and town and then in another, He
does this and still keeps a strong grip on the home base, It
it should become clear to all that the time has come to move
the worker and his family te some other center in the distriet,
this can be done im a careful way, without disrupting the
work in the place he leaves. He is never too far away to return
occasionally and give assistance to the chureh where he formerly
resided. In several places in our conference during the last
year, distriet superintendents have launched out into new eities
and towns in their distriets. In at least two of these we hope

for new churches very soon, while in others a geod work ig
going on.

We are heping to keep up this goed work, The interesting
part about it s {hat we are entering some new territory, with-
out haying this advaniage offget by losing whal we have already
gained elsewhere, Thon, too, it has given more ministerial
help to the little churches that needed help, for if they had to
depend whoelly on the visits of & conferenee president, some
of them would wait a long time. This disiriet plan makes
strong men of eur ministers, And the added strength given to
the ehurches, encourages them to give more Hberally to missions,

TFhe Conference for Two Years Reaching Its Missions
Offering Goal

During 1928 and 1924 this conference not only reached its
60-cent-a-weck goal each year, but in the two years combined, -
turned inte the Gleneral Conference treasury a surplus of nearly
$14,000. Its tithe inereased proportionately, while many thou-
gsands of dollarg have heen raised for improvements on its
school and the paying of debts on the same. Instead of operat-
ing at a loss, the field iz operating with a safe working reserve
in its treasury. Qf course, we esnnot with safety say that the
mero machinery in this distriet plan, will in itgelf, bring
about these splendid regults. It may be possible to have all
this and them fail,

Firgt of all, we need in each conference, bands of workers
with hearts knit together in unselfish Christian service, Where
gelf gets in, this distriet plan will fail. But if all the workers
pull together, the econforence president believing in his men
and standing back of them, then under God we not only can
hold what we have, but can enter new ficlds, This plan we
firmly believe, if faithfully followed all over this country by
workers who are not afraid to do hard work, will not only
add mew membery, but will inerease the finance at home, and
raise the full sixty cents a week for forcign missions.

J. K. JoNEs.

Union Springs, N. ¥.

Our Midsummer Offering to Missions

Am the time of the Spring Couneil held in Washington early
i April, very earnest consideration was given to making our
Midsummer Cffering to missions this year mean more to the
waiting fields fhan ever before. In order to meet the unproc-
edented demands made upon us from mission fields at the time
of the Autumn Couneil at Des Moines last year, by faith (as
the Spirit of the Lord brocded over hearts) the appropriations
were inereased fifteen per cent. This means there is to be
raised this year in North America additional migsion offerings
amounting to $300,000,

The action econcerning our Midswhmer Offering for Sabbath,
July 18, passed at the Spring Ceuncil, reads: ’

“ That, as an ald toward meeting these appropriations prom-
ised the mission fields, we earnestly request our people at.the
time of the Midsumner Offering to square up on their pledgés.
to migsions, and in addition to squaring up on the regular
weekly offering, each ehurch make a Midsummer Offering of
an ameunt in dollars equal to the church membership.”

This means that every chureh officer in overy church must g¢
visualize what this extra appropriation to the mission fields
means as definitely fo plan and worlk for bringing into the mis-
sion treasury on this day an offering equal to one dellar for each
ellureh member, as an extra mission gift, Qur brethren in from
the union conferences believed this could be dome. Shall we
plan, beginning now, lo measure up to their fajth, and also
moet the faith of our misgionaries for help because of these
unprecedented demands made upon them in all the great outly-
ing migsion ficlds? T. E. B.

“ QnrisT asks for an unveserved conseeration, for undivided
gorvice. He demands the heart, the mind, the soul, the gtrength,
Self is not to be cherished.”

“ A LitTiz explained, a little endured,
A little forgiven, the quarrel iz eured.”
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Home Misgionary Department

EFFECTUAL WITNESSING

Suggestive Outline for Home Missionary
Service

{Sabbath, July 4)

OPENING Sowag: “ An Open Bible for the World,” No. 482,
“ Christ in Song.”

Scripture Lesson: John 6: 47-58,

Missionary reports of individuals to be ready when offering
is Teceivad. :

Prayer: (Pray for souls in the “Valley of Decision,” Pray
that a hurden for souls may rest upon the church.)

Song: “Not a Wasted Moment,” No, 499, ¥ Chyist in Song; ”
or special song.

Brief report of missionary work for past month, by missionary
seeretary.’ *

Sermon ok the service topie by pastor or visiting worker,
‘Where there is no pastor, the following outlines may he

presented: ' . -
Bible and Testimony Study: “ Efficisney for Service””
Presentation of TFheme:  Personal Bible Evangelism.»
Reading: “ What Shall We Read?l”
Article: “ Personal Bvangelism for Men.”
Experience: “ Not a Bible Worker, or & Worker of Any
Kind.”

Seeure names of all who desire to join the Bible training class.

Clogsing Song: “ Working, O Christ, With Thee,” No. 477,
“ Christ in Song,”

Benediction.

Note to the Leaders

The.service for July 4 is one of the Home Missionary ap-
pointmente made ab the yime of the Fall Council, and it
expected that the topie, “Effectual Witnessing,” will be the
theme of the Sabbath serviee in every church throughout the
country. Where a minigter is present, he will speak on this
subject. In other churches, the elder or other leader will be
able to conduct the service by making use of the material
provided in this issue of the Gazrrr. This is one of the most
important subjects that you will he ealled upon to consider
during the year, and very careful plamming should vesult.
There are thousands of our gocd people who should re-
ceive a training in the art of giving simple Bible read-
ings, and still .dther thousands who have beer frained and
who should be formed mbto hands for effeclual service.
After this program is presented, eall for names of those who
desire 10 join the Bible band. The missionary eommittee
should select a competent person as leader. During the course
of study, the band should use © Brief Bible Readings for Busy
People,” HaskelV’s Bible Handbook,” and “ Lessons for Home
Missionary Institutes.” If you have members who want a
more thovouph course to fit them for future work in conference
lines, refer them to the special correspondence course in giving
Bible readings. This information ean be gecured by writing to
the Fireside Correspondence School, Prineipal, Prof. M. B,
Olgen, Takoma Park, D, (., care of the Review and Herald
Publishing Association, Make this service a blessing, not only
for the hour, but for the future, because of the help to the
chureh and the souls that will be won through the endeavors of
the Bible Training Class. E. F. H.

Bible and Testimony Study

Efficiency for Service

1. WHAr assurance have we of success in God’s work?
Phil 4: 13,

2. What is the seeret of our success? John 15: 5.

Nore— Apart from Christ we can do nothing, and the eon-
verse i8 true also: abiding in Him—that is, connected with
Him —we can do all things He requirves of uvs,

3. Through whati ageney is the abiding presemce of Christ
ministered to us?

“The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the soul.
The impartation of the Spirit iz the impartation of the life
of Christ. It imbues the reeeiver with the attribules of Christ.
Only those who are thus taught of God, those who possess
the inward working of the Spirit, and in whose life the Christ-
RBfe js manifested, are to stand as representative men, to min-
jster in behalf of the church.— The Desire of Ages” p. 805.

4, When may we sxpeet this power from God to be mani-
fegted ¥

ings was 2 heaven-born idea,

.

“ When the churches become living, working churches, then
the Holy Spirit will be given in answer to their sincere requests.

. . Ther the windows of heaven will be open for the showers
of the latter rain”— Review and Herald, Feb. 25, 1890.

5, When does God give the necessary courage, ete., for
serviee ? :

“Who will go forth now with our publications? The Lor
imparts a filness for the work to every man and woman who
will co-operate with divine power. All the requisite talent,
courage, perseverance, faith, and tact will come as they put
the armor on, A great work is to be done in our world, and
human ageneles will surely respond to the demand. The world
must hear the warning, When the eall comes, ¢ Whom shall
I send, and whe will go for us?’ send back the answer clear
and distinet, ‘Here am I; send me.) ?— Tegtimonies,” Vol
VI, p. 833 E. F. P.

Personal Bible Evangelism

THE value of missionary work done by our church members
cannot well be questioncd when onc learns the results of their
endeavors under the blessing of God.

In owr churches today there are thousands who were given
& knowledge of the tyuth direetly or indireeily by one of our
members. Thig iz true not only m North Ameriea, but in all
the world as well. Our records reveal the faet that ten
thousand one hundred sixty-cight persons were added to our
churehes during the years 1913 to 1918 by the blessing of God
upon the efforts of our church members to win, others for His
kingdom. And during the four years, 1918 to 1921, ninefeen
thougand forty-five more were won for the kingdom of God
through the same sources, Adding to these those won and re-
ported by our members i the two years following, 1922 and
1923, we have a grand total of forty thousand five hundred
seventy-seven. Surely this should encourage the chureh to
press on in the work given to it by the Lord of the harvest,
who has so abundantly blessed the efforts put forth during
these ten years. This number won is more than the cquivalent
of the combined merabership in the Pacifie, North Pacifie, and
Central Union confercneces at the present time. And by far
the gréater number of these have been won by persomnal work,
most of them one by one.

To gecure the above results many different lines of service
have heen earried on by the members, and it is diffieult to
say whieh one line of service accomplished the most. However,
it iz always the ministry of God’s word to human hearts that
brings about their conversion. Whether this word is brought
in contact with mankind in written or spoken form, the final
results are the same.

‘While it is true that differemt lines of work are to be
earried on, very definite coungel-has been given rclative bo
teaching the word of God to others through Bible readings
with one or more persons, * The plan of holding Bible read-
There are many, both men and
women, who can engage in thiz branch of missionary lahbor,
Workers may thus be developed who will become mighty men
of God. By-this means the word of God has been given to
thousands. God will not permit this precious work for
Him to go urrewarded. He will erown with sueceess every
humble effort made in His name.”— Gospel Workers,” p. 192,

Many references are wade in the writings of the spirit of
prophecy to.the place the Bible should have in the finishing
of God’s work in the earth. TFollowing are cited a few of these
statements: “ Our work has been marked out for us by our
heavenly Fathor. We are to take our Bibles, and go forth
to warn the world, We are te be God's helping hands in
saving gouls,— channels through which Hig love is day by day
to flow to the perishing.”-— Testimonies,” Vol. IX, p, 150.

# Among the memboers of our churcheg there should be more
housge-to-house Iabor, in giving Bible readings.”—Id., p. 127.

Besides admenighing the church to do this work, statements
are made showing how extensively it will be earried on. “ Hun-
dreds and thousands were seen visiting families, and opening
before them the Word of God. IHearts were convieted by the
power of the Moly Spirit, and a spirit of genuine convérsion
wag manifest,— Id., p. 126.
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Thus the importance of teaching the Bible to others by our

members ig emphasgized. It iz “ g heaven-born idea” “ Many,
both men and women, shiowld engage in it.” “ Our work marked
out for us” “Take our Bibles, and go forth to warn the
avorld.” Move of thig should be done by our chureh members.
“ Hundreds and thousands were seen visiting f{amilies, and
opening before them tho Word of God.”

A promige is also made: “So shall My word be that goeth
forth out of My mouth: it shall not retorn uanto Me void, but
it shall aceomplish that which Y pleage, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereto I sent it.”” Isa, 55:11.

“ God will not pormit this preeiouns work for Him to go un-
rewarded.” The definite conversion of souls is promised to
those who engage in this work, ¢ By holding Bible readings,
our lay members eould do muelh in their own neighlborhoods.
Filled with love for souls, they could proelaim the message
with sueh power that many would be converted."-— Testi-
mondes,” Vol, IX, p. 8. Surcly it iz a priviloge to have 2
part in such a work as this. Many of our members ave
already prepaved to do this kXind of missionary work and others
ean soon learn how to do it successfully.

In every chureh our mombers should have opportunity to
learn how to do this work. Arrangements ean be made through
the conferenee home missionary secretavy where the pastor,
Bible worker, elder, or other competent person eannot be se-
cured in the loeal ehureh to aet as an instructor. Suggestive
printed material for earrying on this work may be olnained
from the conference traet soeiety, or the Book aud Bible House,
a5 most of them are now ealled.

Many of our ministers and Bible workers Lave trained
clasges in the loeal ehmrches to do this Bible work, and wonder-
ful results have fellowed. I know of one of our busy eity evan-
gelists wlo encounraged this kind of work, and trained his ehureh
members to do it; and at least one hundred fifty were baptived
in about fwo years as the result of the combined efforts of
pastor and members. Surely all will agree that this was a
splendid aceomplishment, and well worth the effort put forth
to train the members to do such work,

As g church we have been nominally known as Bible students,
and why not verify this by using our knowledgo of God’s Word
to help those around us who do not understand its teachings.
Of course, in all our work we shonld hold up Christ before the
world, and by beholding Him many will aceept Him and he
saved in His kingdom. This glorions opportunity is open to
.our entire membership.

We recognize that personal influence is always the greatest;
that is, labor for others personally, Bomehow there is muel
power in the message of God’s word spoken by conseerated
lips to another personally, and we should all endeavor to toach
as many as possible avonnd us. In some churehes besides
‘the teaching of the word of God directly to those around them,
a successful Bible work may be carried on by correspondence.
Lists of names of persons at a distanee may be seenred, and
Bible readings gent regularly through the mails, accompanied
by proper missionary letters from time to time and supple-
mented with other suitable literature, The home missionary
department of the eonferenee can furnish eomplete plans for
-carrying on this kind of seyvice. It has proved to be a very
effective means of winning sounls. We konow of a church in
Canada that won almost thirty persons in about two years by
systematic work throngh the mails, We also know of a church
in Florida that has won many souls by the same Line of work.

Recently news camce of twelve in one ecommunity who are
‘keeping the Sabbath as the result of Bible readings sent
through the mails by one church, They took their stand on
the question not long after the work had‘/been begun. '

We also have definite knowledge of scores rejoicing in the
-truth today from the hiolding of Bible studies with those within
reach of our members. Some time ago I visited z chureh in
Canada, and there were present five new converts whe had been
brought to the knowledge of God’s saving message throagh
the efforts of the ehurch elder, assisted by the members, It
neant hard work, as the elder and members had to walk
abont five miles every week to hold the Bible readings.

While visiting a ehureh in Texas, I found a very enthusiastie
elass of church members learning how to hold Bible readings

under the instruction of one of our ministers. I was told that
at that time these members had already wom six pergons in a
neighboring city through Bible readings and other missionary
work carried on, :

Tollowing are given two more incidents showing how God is
Blessing the efforts of our church members in the holding of
Bible readings and teaching the word of God to others:

“ Brother of is a faithful Adventist of about
ordinary talent, lives in the edge of a smaller town and follows
the pursuit of a farmer. Some time ago he had an opportunity
to eat dimner with one of hiz farmer meighbors, Mr, y &
Seotch Presbyterian, who knew something of our brother’s
religions pecularities.

“Duving ihe meal, our brother ate of almost everything
oxeept the ham, but Mr, urged him to have some of that
also, Our brother conmsistently refused, and after they had
finished the meal, Mr. said, ‘Tecll me about this ham
buginess.’ This gave opportunity to begin a Bible study that
lagted until cleven oclock that night, being the first of a
series that has enabled onr brother to present all phases of the
truth to this neighbor of Lis. Point after point, Mr, has
aceapted truths presented, the Sabbath, the state of the dead,
tithe, health reform, spirit of prophecy, ete. Oftentimes mid-
night would find them studying and searching the Bible.
Today Mr. has only tobaceo to overeome before he fully
joins the Lord’s family, and is in the meantime himself an
active missionary.”

“Tu the £all of 1921 the Lord, in His providonee, brought me
in contact with a mamn in a Httle town thirty-two miles west of
me. As I fotind he was seeking light om currént events as
relatod to the Bible, T airanged to go to hiz home and study
the Bible with him. As a vesult, he and his family soon began
keeping the Sabbath, He also had a bachelor brother who
was working at the same place, and he attended a few of the
studies. These men worked in o large paper mill, and keeping
the Sabbath interfered with their jobs, so they went back to
their faym some sixty-five miles east. .

“ At another time Y visitel the first family, but as they °

were staying at the home of a relative who was wyery much
prejudiced against the truth, ¥ was not permitted to enter the
house. However, the interested brother came out to the road,
and we sat in my antomobilo while T gave him a Bible study.
L raisod my voice purposely so that those sitting on the poreh
of the house could hear the Bible study.

“ Liater the daunghter, who was ome of the group outdoors,
beeame very sick and they did not expeet her to live. She
asked her father amd mother fo send for me, believing that I
was a sorvant of God  Although they were mueh prejudiced,
yet in their desire to please their danghter they granted her
request, I drove sixty-five miles from my home to theirs, and
had an carnest season of prayer that God would raise this
girl up from her sickness. Our prayers were angwered and the
girl was healed; from that time on her parents have been living
the truth, and I have lreen a welcome gunest at their home,

“ As a result of these visits and Bible studies, a large number
of individuals arc keeping the Sabbath, for eaeh family has
Becomo living missionarieg, until at the present time there are
more than forty adults and children keeping the Sabbath; and
still the intevest is growing.”

Surely a work that yields sueh reswlts as are cited in the
foregoing ineidents show the possibilities in it where it is
properly carried on, and shounld eall for our hest endeavors
to rescue souls fromn the snares of sin,

We are living in a time when the Word of God should be
taught as never before. There are heartg all avound us that
ave longing for the messages of God's Word, This Word gives
the only solation ¢o all the perplexing problems in the world
today and is the panacea for all the ills and woes of lhuman
needs. “ Banctify the Liord God in your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer fo every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.”
1 Peter 3: 15, *

Let us ever be ready to give an answer of the hope that is
within us with meekness and fear, and God will not permit
this service to go unrewarded, E. F. PETER3ON,
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What Shall We Read?

THE old saying, “Show me your company, and I will tell
you what you are’” is very true; and cqually trwe is this:
“ Bhow me your library, and E will tell you where you are.”

Books and reading hold a tremendously important place
in our lives. “ What shall I read?” Never, perhaps, in all
time, has this question been of such paramount importance as
it is ioday., The present growing distaste for “golid ¥ reading
is alarming to those who think seriously upon its meaning,
This distaste is especially noticcable among young people; but
certainly it is not confined to them. Newspapers, so-called “ ve-
ligious ¥ nevels, sensational tales,—all sorts of trashy liter
ature that is obtainable at any news stand or corner drug
store,— are eagerly devowred; while volumes containing matter
of genuine worth are allowed to le unvead in our libraties
and on our bogkshelves. Weo may depend upon it that our
reading proves, beyond question, what we are and where we
are. If our reading is light and fhvolous, our state is the
same. If our Christianity is of a solid and carncst type, it
will be distinctly evidenced by our selection of reading matter.
The Bible, the Book of books, will receive first place in our
lbrary snd our reading., Tts perusal will be habitual and vol-
mntary. Its message will bring joy and delight to our souls
We shall learn the true meaning of the Spirit's deelaration,
“ Blessed is he that readeth.”

The present-day tendency ou the part of moest peeple, many
Christiany included, to negleet the Bible, and read literature
of the light and comparatively worthless type, is not without
canse. Satan has hated the Word always. He hated the living
Word when he was upon the earth in the flesh. He hates the
written Word as well. Tt is his purpose to turn us into other
paths in our reading. BEvery time ho succeeds in indueing a
Christian to vead the newspaper in preference to the Bible,
he has gained a point in his favor, Perhaps his greatest ally
in this soul-destroying work is the newspaper.

Some time ago, the editor of the London Christian, referring
especially to_conditions in England, raised this warning ery:

“ The gradual and insidions way in which the Jaily news-
papers are superscding ail seripus reading on the part of many
professing Christians is a fact fraught with serious and la-
mentable consequences. The Bible ix fast beeoming the most
‘bepraised’ and ‘hercad’ hook in the world. Tty angust
message, its spiritual appeal, iis oper windows of insight
into the mysterics of vedemption, ave little known to the ris-
ing gemeration, compared with those of days gone by. Religious
people of old knew thelr Bibles from cover to eover; nowadays
many whe would be shocked not to be called Christians know
it ouly at second hand, and that very imperfectly.”

Why does SBatan scek to turn Christians, and others away
from the Book? Boeause he knows that, as a baby eould net
grow and become strong without proper nourishment, just so
Christians cannot grow unless they feed regularly unpon the
“ gincere milk of the Word.” It is his business to see that God’s
children starve,— and that they starve themselves! . For who ean
doubt that the person who can barely find a few hasty mo-
ments to run his eye over a ve¥se or two of Scripture, but can
‘easily give hours to light and desnltory veading, is starving
out his Christian life?

“But what harm is there in reading a novel of story —if
it’s good?” While not all reading matter of a secular nature
can be classed as “bad,” by any means, one of the gravest
dangers of habitual reading of Jight and “ypopular” matter
is that it makes uninteresting the Bible and other worth-while
books, The reading of sensational matter kills the desire
for that which is uwplifting ‘and stvengthening to the soul and
spirit. Tt ministers, to the “old nature” instead of to the
“new.” It grieves the Holy Spirit of God. It makes ¢ lean
Christians ¥ of God’s children,

“ How, then, may I know what is and what is not the proper
sort of matter to read, with the exception of the Bible?”
This may seem a difficult question te many. And it is. Yet
there 18 a way to answer it. As one takes up a book or paper,
let him ask himself,  Shonld I Like my Lord to come and find
this in my hand? Can I take this into the presence of God,
and agk his blessing upon the reading of it? Can I read it
50 the glory of the name of my Lord Jesus Christ?” These

questions, if conscientiously answeved and followed, are not
likely to lead ome astray.

But the Bible need mnever undergoe this fest! No matter
how mwueh in doubt we may he about other matter, the Word of
God can be read with safoty, certainty, and pleasure by God’s
children., And too much can never be said or written to urge
Christians to read it eavnestly, regularly, prayevfully, rapidly,
widely, thoughtfully. Alas for the mind, the heart, the home,
the shop, the office, where the Book of God has been dethroned!
Calamity will surely come. Where the Bible is mot ou guard

there iz no defense,

Happy indeed is the Christian who ean say, “ Thy word have
T hid in mine heart, that I might not sin againgi Thee” It
will always be a lamp unte his feet and a light unto his path.
It is the deep secret of peacc, © Great peace have they which
love ihy law: and nothing shall offend them.”

The newspaper, the light, irashy magasine, the volpmes
written by learned men, all have their day and pass forever
into oblivion. Yesterday’s newspaper is thrown into the gutter;
last month’s popular magazine is seldom reread; books on
seiemee or invention soon become obsolete and worthless. Al
man-made and man-written matter is, like its maker, prone to
pass away, and be forgotten.

Not so with the Biblel “The grass withercth, and the
flower thereef falleth away:, but the word of the Lioxd en-
dureth forever” 1 Peter 1: 24, 25. “ Forever, O Liowd, Thy
word is settled in heavon Ps. 119: 89, ¢ Blessed is he that
readeth ” "(Rev. 1:3) —the Bible!— Sundey School Thnes,
Jan, 31, 1925,

Personal Evangelism for Men

Howersr much emphasis may be placed upou the public
preaching of the gospel, however much importance we may
attach to genmeral evangelistic ineetings, after all, personal
cvapgelism ig thoe most important part of all our work, and
cally at this particular time in the chureh’s history for special
attention. It is not diffieult to approach men regarding their
relations to Christ and etemnity if first there be a consistent
life, and then, as has been elsewhere stated, a perfectly natural
way of presenting the elaims of the Som of God, for in these
days no man has a right to be indifferent to Him who i3 the
contral figure of all history, who is God’s revelation to man,
and whe is man's best friend in every emevgeney of his life.

You need not fear rebuif. I have been for fiffeen years tn-
terested in the special work for men. Naturally I have spoken
to very many about coming te Christ. In all that time I have
had but one rebuff. One cold stormy day, up in the northern
part of the State of New York, aceompanied by one of my
church officers, I drove tem miles to ask a gentleman to be-
come a Chrigtian and to unite with the ehuveh, Two members
of his family expeeted to identify themselves with us, and it
seemed an opportune time to approach the husband and fathor.
The thermometer registered twenty degreces below zero, aud
Bterally in an ahinest frozen eondition 1 reached the farmer’s
house, met him half way between his barn and his house, ane
approached him at onee stating the objeet of my wvisit, “I
have eome,” I said, “to ask you tos be a Chrigtian and to
join the chureh,” and -with flushed face and blazing eyes he
said, ¢ Well, sir, I want you to atbtend o yonr own business,
andg when I want you to speak to me on this matfer, T will
send for you, and until I do,\please stay away.? Without
inviting me into his house, he turned away from me. T stepped
into the cutter and drove back ten miles through the storm,
reaching my home almost insonsible fron the eold. My visit
seemed a failure.

Ten years afterward, to the very menth and almost to the
very day, I was preaching in the First Methodist Chureh,
Saratoga Springs, when a man rose in the andience, saying,
“ Please pray for mc.” When he thought I did not see him,
he gtepped out into the aisle and began walking toward the
front of the church. Then facing the great audicmee he said,
“Ten years ago I insulted this minister when he came to me
to ask me to be a Christian. When I entercd my house, my
daughter, who had heard my remark, threw her arms about my
neck and said, ¢ Oh, father, wilt therc never be anocther chance?’
T have prayed God to let me live long enough to eonfess Chrst
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in this minister’s presence; I do it now, aud T bear testimony to
this faet that never in all my life was I so profoundly moved
as when he spoke to me that winter day.” And so my
journey, after all, was not a failure,

I am waking ne plea for what may seem io be anything
like fanaticizm, but rather just for consistency on the part
of Christian men in thelr responsibility for other people. A
Christian banker in a Pennsylvania eity noticed that two
young men in the bank, after business hours, were aceustomed
to the use of profanity. He called them inte his office and
said, “ Gentlemen, I am a Christian, I am responsible for this
banking house, and se long as T am, you cannot be profanec.
What you do outside of the bank T am not able to contred,
but what you do here T am certainly accouniable for. May I
ask yow,” ho said, “where you are living?* and they told
him they were living in boarding houses in the e¢ity, their
homes being elsewhere.  Then may I ask you,” said he,
“as your friend, hew you spend your evenings, and if your
mothers are living?? and that question brought the tears
to their eyes, “ Now, gentlemen,” said he, “I do not want
to appeal to your emotions, but no man can be at his best in
these days and disregard the eclaims of Jesus Christ. The
only manly life to live iz the Christian life.” Then he dis-

missed them from his presence. The next morning, one of these.

young men entered his office to say: “ T want to thank you for
your conversation, DLmst night I began to read my Bible
again and T bowed my knees in prayev.” Such & conversation
as this is the thing for whieh I plead, for this should be the
spirit of Christian business men, Thousands of young men
could be kept from wandering and thousands mere eould be
won to Christ,

One reason why we win so few people in these days is because
we are so unbusinesslike in our approach to men. One Jf the
bisheps of a Methodist church told me of a young Methodist
minigter who, entering upen one of his first charges, with the
assistance of ono of his official men made a list of business
men whe onght to be identified with his church. In a per-
feetly businesslike manner, he called upon them. Hes entersd

"one bank, and said to the president: “Sir, T am the pastor
of the Methodist church, and a minister of Jesus Christ. At
your convenience, I wounld like to talk with you about your
soul, and T have come to ask you o make an appointment with
me.” The hour set was four o’clock the next day. Before
the minister had left the banking house after hiy second
vigit, he had won the banker to Christ. I am persuaded that
this spirit would win in many instances,

One of my friends, beginning a new pastorate, deteymined
to speak personally to every one of his congregation about
his soul's welfare. He approached his organist first and asked
him if he were a Christian, and, to his amazement,,found that
he wag not, and yet he had been tweniy-five years playing the
organ in different churehes. “ Would you mind telling me
frankly why you are not?” said my friend, and the angwer
given, with tears, was thiz: “ With the exception of my mother,
you are the only person in all my life that has ever asked
me to be a, Christian, I thank you for your interest, and I
will give the suhjeet my attention.” In less than twe weeks he
was o professed followet of Jesus Christ and a member of the
chureh., '

I am sure that many of us are failing in our work just
here. 'We let opportunities for speaking to others slip away
from us, and while we are busy with trifling things, souls
pass into eternity, alas, unsaved.—* Fishing for Men” by J.
Wilbwr Chapman, pp. 40-44.

“Not a Bible Worker, or a Worker of Any Kind ”

A srerER writing for special information concerning a course
of study, said, “I am not a Bible worker, or a worker of any
kind of whom thiz course of study is expected” In further
correspondence it developed that although this sister holds ne
credentials as a conference worker, she is nevertheless a gen-
uine worker in the cause of God; and her experience is typical
of the strong undercurreut of Christian serviee on the part of
congecrated laymen which is adding impetus to the proclamation
of the third angsl’s message throughout the world. The follow-

ing extract from her letter furnizhes a glimpse of personal
experience 1hat will be appreciated by home missionary
workers:

“ By saying T was not a Bible worker, or a worker of any
kind of whom the special course of study was expected, T meant
that T was not a conference employee, carried ne credentials,
But I have given Bible readings,— scores and seores of them,
amorg believers and unbelievers, in our owm churches, and
among strangers in public and private. 'When I came into the
truth through literaturc, two and a half years ago, I was bed-
fast with tuberculosis, and my widowed mother was living
with me, earing for the family, The uwnbhounded joy of becom-
ing acquainted with the gospel, combined with the inestimable
blessing of health reform, restored me to normal health with
nothing less than miraeulous rapidity. In a few weeks I was
able to do any moderately hard work. Mother received the mes-
sage almost a3 soon as I did, and both of us loved nothing bet-
ter than fo give to others the blessed light we had received. We
live in a fair-sized city, se we had a wide field in which to
work, and we ook turns in keeping house and doing missionary
work. While she was still with me I was giving from five to
fifteen readings a week, bestdes treatments, and engaging in
the distribution of lterature. After a year my mother was
called to other duties, and I could not do justice te my children
and keep up sc much outside work, so T gave neighborhood
classes, and conducted cooking eclasses and gave health talks
in my own home, besides distributing literature with the ehil-
dren, and carrying a pretty heavy burden of church work., At
the present time I have a few rcgular readers, and am carry-
ing on quite extensive correspondenee with interested persens,”

The heart-longing of this zealous worker is revealed in the

- following statement:

“Most of all ¥ long for the experience of a ecrucified self,
a heart so fully subdued to the Spirit as to be controlled by
divine guidanee. T have had heavenly seasong of this kind, but
am wholly dissatisfied with this ‘off and on’ experience. T
want it to become an abiding, daily, hourly experience. God
hag provided us so abundantly with every help which our
minds can conceive of, that there surely ean be no excuse for
our failing to obtain the spiritual experience He is calling us
to now. Without this lasting experience, T have ne hepe of
being of mueh real serviee to the Saviour.”

Herein is expressed the real need., How often iz it demon-
strated that “as activity increases, and men become suecessful
in doing any work for (God, there is danger of trusting to
human plans and methods. There is a tendency to pray less,
and to have less faith, Like the disciples, we are in danger of
losing sight of our dependence on God, and seeking to make a
savier of our aetivity.”” Instead of allowing this cold and
lifeless form to mold our service, we should heed the following
admonition:

“We need to look constanily to Jesus, realizing thai it is
His power which does the work. Whils we are to labor ear-
nestly for the salvation of the lost, we must also take time for
meditation, for prayer, and for the study of the Word of God.
Only the work accomplished with much prayer, and sanctified
by the merit of Christ, will 4n the ond prove to have been efi-
clent for good”—* The Desire of Ages” p. 362,

Mgs. J. W. MaoE.

Hamilton’s Dorcas Band

Our Doreas Band might be larger, but numbers do net
always guarantee activity or suecess.

For the quarter ending Dee, 31, 1924, the six members did
these things-— ard many more not reported:

Repaired, remade, or remodeled, and gave away 147 articles
of clothing,

Gave away 5 pieces of furniture to those whose homes were
destitute.

Furnizhed 19 meals to needy persouns.

Gave away one growing plant.

Provided 1% tons of coal, by giving money and gathering
some from other members of the church.

Supplied food to the needy ones to the value of $21.43,

“ By their fruits ye ghall know them.”— B. 4. Jones, in the
Eagtern Conadion Messenger, March 10, 1925. :

3
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Jermiah 48: 10

“ QurgED be he that doeth the work of the Lord negligently.”
R. V. One serious thing taught in this text is the possibility
of ome's being cursed while engaged in the work of the Lord.
Mr. Webster gives ag a definition of negligenece, # Omission of
duty.” That means to leave undone or to be done by another
that which iz our duty to do. To thus live in connection with
the chureh of God, is surely an ungatisfactory life to the
church, as well as to the individuals so doing.

A statoment from * Christ’s Object Lessons ¥ will emphasize
this point!

“The work to whieh as Christiang we are ecalled is to

co-operate with Christ for the salvation of souls. This work
we have entered into eovenant with im te do. To neglect the
work ig to prove disloyal to Christ, . . . Habity of negligence
should be regolutely overecome. Many think it is a sufficient
exeuse for the grossest errors to plead forgeifulness.
It is a sin to forget, a sin to be megligent, If you form a
habit of negligence, you may megleet your own soul's salva-
tion, and at last find that you are nnveady for the kingdom
of God.’— Pages 358, 359. .

Mr., Webster gives as a synonym to negligence, * eareless-
mess” In this conmnection I will quote a statement eited by
Dr. Copeland, whieh appearcd in the Minncapolis I'ribune of
Mareh 9, 1925, as follows:

“1 am more poweriul than the combined armies of the world,

“T am more deadly thau bullets, and I have wrecked more
homes than the mightiest of siege guns:

“1 gieal in the United Stabes alone over $300,000,000 each
year.

“T am relentless, I am everywhere; in the home, on the
street, in the factory, at vailroad crossings, and on the sea.

T bring sickness, degradation, and death, and yet few seek
to avoid me.

“1 destroy, crush, and maim,

“T1'am your worst ememy,

“T1 am Carelessness.

“ There iz no doubt that sickuess, miserable lives, and early
death are the effects of carelesgness. If we could get every
man snd woman, boy and girl, to take heed of the things
which make for mizery and illness, what a changed world it
would be.

“You negleet to wash your hands before eating. You neg-
leet to cover your nose and mouth before you cough and sneeze.
You get your feet wet, and go around all day in moist shoes
and stockings, You disregard all the rules of eating in your
choice of foods, You leave the windows closed at night.

“ A7l these are examples of carelessness. They make for ill
health. You suffer by forgetbing to do these things, or else
you make trouble for others by your carelessness.

« T verily believe that carelessness is your worst enemy. Turn
over & new leaf, and see if you and yours are not happier.”

God has surely given great light to His people teday. In
view of that fact and the danger of the sin of omission through
carelessness, the words of the apostle Paul bring this artiele to
a fitting elose. “ Therefore we ought to give the more ecarnest
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we
should let them slip. For if the word spcken by angels
was steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience re-
ceived a just recompemse of reward; how shall we escape, if
we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be
spoken by the Loxrd, amd was eonfirmed mnto us by them that
heard Him,” Heb, 2: 1.3, CHARLES THOMPSON,

I give nothing, but take all

Concerning Iands

T orrEN like to wateh the hands of people whom T meet; for
some of thom are tender hands, and very kind and sweet. And
some of them are hands that talk aloud of toil and power. And
some of them are lovely as a fragile, springtime flower!

Some women’s hands are girlish hands, that tell of love and
youth, And some are helpful, friendly hands, that speak of
hope and truth. And some (the best of all, T think) are
“mother hands,” that wake the memories of other days in
lonely hearts that break.

Some men have hands that strive for bread, great horny
hands, indeed, but hands that talk of sacrifice. Some hands
show groping greed. And some are formed to heal the world,
and some are made 1o Dlesy; and somne are gentle as a prayer,
to solace and caress.

A baby’s hand is lovely as the petals of a rose. The tiny
fingers of a child are like a breeze that blows aeross a sunuy
springtime day. Youth’s hands are fair with mirth, And
parent hands can ease the ache of a despairing earth!

The hands of age? They do net move s¢ swiftly as of yore.
But they are resting, quietly, upon the Last Great Deor that
life will open, soon for them — their hardest task is dene. And
every wrinkle whispers of some battle bravely won,

T always like to wateh the hands of people whom I know.
For some of them are touched with dawu, and soms with sun-
set glow, And some of them are carved for fame, and some are
shaped for power, and some of them are lovely, as the freshest
woodland flower, M. E s

Auxiliary Reading Course for Church Officers

SINCE announcing the Ministerial Reading Course for 1925,
many inguiries have come to us from loeal chureh elders and -
leaders in varipus lines of church work az to whether or net
it would be permissible for them to join the Minigterial Read-
ing Courge circle, and there las been expressed an earnest
desire £or help in preparation for the duties resting apon them,
To all sueh we have extended a cordial welcome as members
of the Ministerial Reading Course circle, But it has been im-
pressed apon us that a slight adjustment in the selection of
books chesen would prove more satisfactory to the busy men
and women earrying the burdems of church leadership, and
therefore we have decided to substitute for two of the books
in the Ministerial Reading Course a most valuable book,
dedicated to “ pastors of ehurches, and noble laymen
who are their associates and supporters in the great work of
conserving the Christian life of the community and building
wp the chureh of God”

Auxiliary Ministerial Beading Courses

This speeial course will be designated as the Auxiliary
Ministerial Reading Coursge, and will include the following
books:

1. “Pastoral and Personal Evangelism” by Charles L.

Goodell, D. D, il $1.50
2. “ The Ministry of Healing,” by Mrs. E, & White

{eloth} et eotamemaefemataceomressansensenserarerimmmeinr emnin 2.25
3. “Real Prayoer,” by Cortland Myers, D, D, eriviraieee .60

Speciel Course Price, three books as Hsted au...$3.85, postpaid
Special Course Price, without “ The Ministry of '
Healing,” . 1.95, posipaid
Registration blank may be seeured by writing the Ministerial
Association, Takoma Park, D. C.

The Reading Guide

1 conneetion with the regular Ministerial Reading Course
a Reading Guide iz fuwrnished, giving a study outline for
the books comprising that eourse. As thigz guide contains a
very eomprehensive outline of “ The Ministry of Healing,” we
will take pleasure in sending the guide to ail who register in
the Auxiliary Ministerial Reading Course, until our supply
iz exhaunsted.

Credit Card and Certificate
In cennection with the Minigterial Reading Course, which

has been in suceessful operation sinee 1914, it has been cus-
tomary to furnish an annual eredit eard to ecach member of

" the Reading Course cirele on completion of the year’'s course;

and at the end of a four-year pericd to furnigh a certifieate
to all who hold four annual eredit cards. We have decided to
follow the same plan in the Auxiliary Ministerial Reading
Course, All who register for this Auxiliary Course and report
having read the books suggested, will be granted proper official
recognition; and a certificate will be granted at the end of the
first two-year period, in order to be in harmony with the com-
pletion of the Ministerial Reading Course, No. 3, ending in
19286, A, G, DANIELLS.
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Migsionary Yolunteer
BDepartment

Devotional Meeﬁng for July 4

; Senior
Topic: Freedom to Worship God.

. Seripture Reading: Aects 4: 1-20, !

. Sentence Prayers.

. Amnounesments,

Talk: “ Freedom of Thought.”

Recilation: “Free Graco and I'ree WiL”

Talk: “ Luther the Leader.” .
Talk: “Religious Liberty in the World Today.”
Sympesium: “Men Who Thought and Dared.”

. Close by repeating Psalms 19: 14,

Junior
Topic: Heroes of Freedom.

. Seripture Reading: Aecls 4: 1-20.

. Leader’s Talk: “ Heroes of Bible Times,”

. Btory: “ An Early Hero”

Talk: ¢ Luther Frees tho Church.”

Btory: “ A Heroine of Seotland.”

. Superintendont’s Talk: “ A Great Privilego.”
. Response.

. Bepeat Psalms 19: 14,

Notes to Leaders

Perhaps there is no greater gift, and yet one se lightly prized
by young people of foday, than the gift of ireedom fo study
God’s Word and to worship Ilim as the conscicnee dictates.
In our day we take it as a matter of course, and valuc it so
little that we often fail to exercise the gift. Many young
people accept the religion of their fathers without making it
their own by study and meditation, 'The date on whieh this
progrant comes is fo the majority of cur readers suggestive
of freedom. It ig hoped that a study of what religious freedom
has cost and what its loss will mean to God’s people in the
days to comne, will inspiro te a greater treasuring and use of
this gift, and in this hope the program suggested is prepared.

TFor the Juniors, the program is largely biographieal. Young
people played an important part in freeing the world from the
" darkness and narrowness of thought te which it was bound.
But such leadership demanded cowrage. And the young peo-
ple of God through the ages paid dearly for the privilege of
serving God as they believed was rvight.

Senior Notes

2. Sentence Prayers.— It would be perfectly proper to call at-
tention to the purpose of the program before howing in prayer.
Wo are instrueted to pray that freedom to worship God as we
feel right shall be eontinued to us, and that the winds may be
hsld uniil the gospel shall be preached to all nations. Point out

- that God has been answering that prayor, that there has never
been such a time of liberty in the history of the world, But
the final movements will be rapid ones. Liberties that hawve
beeome so commod to us that we little appreciate them, will
be gwept away in an howr. Pray that we shall so take ad-
vantage of our privileges now that we shall be ready to stand
when the test comes az it will come to every follower of Him.

6. Talk: “ Luther the Leader— Base your tallk on a study
of the times and the work of Luther as portrayed in “ The
Great Controversy,” chapters VII, VIII, X, XI. Point out
the ignorance and superstitions of the times, the ecrruption and
the power of priests. Try to make it elear just what if mcant
to have the courage of confessing convietious that were not in
aceordance with the ruling of the church., And then draw
the picture or the man who dared defy the powers of the world
in the strengih of the Liord. (8Bee Junior Notes for further
suggestions.) If yon prefer, the story of another Reformer
less known than Luther may be substituted.

?. Talk: “ Religious Liberty in the World Today.”— Taking
the world as a whole today, never has there been such freedom
to follow the dictates of the individual eonscience, In Franee,

* Germany, Ingtand, and the Secandinavian countries, there 13
eomplete separation of echureh and state, Any oue can write,
speak, or worghip God as he chooses. In the United States,
all but two States and the Distriet of Columbia have laws
regulating religious worship in one form or another. In many
of these, however, the laws have been declared unconstitutional
by the courts amd while not repealed are not enforced. In
other plases where there i3 an active Lord’s Day Alliance or-
ganization, there are spasmodic crusades the purpose of whieh
is fo enforee more strict Sunday observance. But on the whole,
the United States cnjoys complete religious liberty. The
Liberty magazine for the second quarter of 1925 has a de-
seription of one of the Sunday laws introdueed into the New
York Legislature, Such a law is typieal of those which the
Lord’s Day Alliance is endeavoring to introduce in other States.
Btudy pages 85-37, and report on it i» your talk. Pages 50
and 51 are also of interest in this connection, because they

show the sentiment of most business people regarding Sunday
legislation, The gitnation in Pomona, Calif., might almost be
congidered a test case, because it was given such prouwrinence, a
Sunday law being passed and then repealed by popular vote.
Further information regarding the situation in France is given
in the arficle of pages 58 and 54, Recent news dispatches tell
that ecomplete separation of chureh and state have heem voted
in Alsace-Lorraing, the country under diseussion in the article.
The French government ne longer allows an smbassador from
the Vatican. Watch the daily papers for further news along
this line, which is developing so rapidly that a paper prepared
for press séveral months before the program is te be given,
can scaveely give up-to-date material.

In Rwmnania, Poland, Hungary, and Jugo-Slavia. the national
constitutions guarantee full religious liberty. This is in ac-
cordance with the terms imposed in the treaties Ffollowing the
Great 'War. However, tho govermments of these countrics im-
pose restrictions by loeal statutes that are directly opposed to
the congtitutional gwaranties, and so religious liberty is prae-
tically nullified. ¥or example, in one of these countries the gov-
ernment has issued a deeree that the real Seventh-day Adventist
may have full liberty. But the same decrce prohibits proselyt-
ing, and so the message cannot be preached. It alse says that
ministers may preach only at the © places of their dwellings ¥
until ecrtain propaganda ceases, which is rveally being agitated
by the priests of the Orthodox Church and over which Advent-
iats have ne comtrol. In this way the state and the Orthodox
Chureh seok to handieap the spread of the gospel, It is further
stated that awy citizen of that ecountry who adopts any other
religion than the Orthodox-religion becomes a heretie, and is
not permitted to remain a citizen of that country. He may
be considered a traitor. Thus these countries have the name
of being open to veligiouws liberty, but in reality the common
people find it difficnlt to worship according to the dictates of
conseience, .

8. 8ymposivan: “ Men Who Thought and Dared”*— Ask five
of your members to be prepaved each to give a short character
skotch of the man who in his estimation stands out in history
as one who battled for veligious liberty. Such characters as
Willam of-Orange, John Wyeliffe, Cromwell, Roger Williams,
Patrick Henry, come to mimd as outstanding leaders. Others
may oecur to those taking part.

Junior Notes

The Seripture reading is a passage which portrays how dearly
the diseiples of Jesus held the privilege of following the die-
tates of God as they understood them ingtead of as the rulers
deseribed them. The Bible is full of similar instaness. If
preferred, this might be in the form of an cxercise in whick
many take part, cach reading or telling of the courage of
some Bible character who preferred to face death rather than
yield up his right to worship God.

4. Leader’s Tall! “ Heroes of Bible Times.”—In this make
plain the purpose of the meeting. Choose an example of such
a hero and tell the story in your own words. Daniel, his
three companions, Jeremiah, Stephen, were all herces that stood
for right. Turthermoro they knew what was right. They
studied and prayed and thought for themselves. Wo as young
people often Jittle appreciate the privilego of thinking for
ourselves. Sometimes we are even too lazy to study fhings
out, Tmagine Daniel being too indifferent to study the books
of Jeremiah! He was busy day after day with affairs of state,
but he was never too busy to study and think about Ged. That
iy why when great decisions came to him, he krow what was
right, and he would rather die than dishonor his God, AR
through the ages Satan has had those who have stood at the
head of affairs who.have beex’ his instruments in insisting on
wrong worship. All through the ages, God- has had those
who, led by the Spirit, have learned what was right and
stood for it. The heathen lave persecuted believers, the
Pharisec those who worshiped in spirit and truth, and the
false chureh the true, .

& Story: “dn Early Hero!— This story reminds us of
the’ three heroes of Babylon. The story was taken from the
book “Youthful Witnesses.” There are many others fully as
inspiring which may be used if the hook is available. It was
in the 1921 Reading Course.

4. Tall;: * Luther FPrees the Church— When Satan realized
that Christianity was geing to all the world in spite of all he
could do through pagan people to step it, he devised another
plan. e would make up a false religion that would turn
people’s atiention from the true. And so gradually the religion
of Christ became popular. And as people flocked to the new
standard, many came with unconverted hearts and brought
their pagan ways with them. A great chureh was built up.
Wealth flowed into it, and the simple teachings and saerificial
life as taught hy Jesus weare forgetten. The Word of God
was withheld exeept to the priests, and the commands of the
head of the chureh covered up the commands of God. Neo
person had any right to think or study for themselves. Thay
must simply aceept the word of the priests many of whom
never studied the Word of God. TFeople’s minds grew dark
concerning the true plan of redemption. Tt was taught that
salvation could be bought. It was also taught that sins were
forgiven by paying so much money to the church. The Bible
was chained in dark corners of monasteries and cathedrals,
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Yew ever saw i, and fewer still vead it. Of those who
did, still fewer thought for themselves, but accepted the words
of the pope as wmore important than the words of the Bible.
Such were the gonditiong that made those years known through
all history as the Dark Ages. But God had those upon whom
He could depend. In a monastery Hved the humble Martin
Luther who found a Bible.and beeame an earnest student. The
practices of the church were so different from the teachings
of the Bible, that it troubled him. Finally when a priest
named Tefzel came through Wittenberg, where Lmther lived,
selling indulgences, Lmther wag roused. Now an indulgence
gave to the one who bought it, permisgion to do wrong, Read
the deseription of the seene from your Reading Course book
of 1917, “ Martin of Mansfeld,” pages 108-110, and then read
what “ Dr. Martin? did about it on the wmorning of Oef. 31,
1517, all of which is lold in the vest of that same chapter, Oz,
if you do not have that book, study  The Great Controversy,”
pages 126-181, Tell the story in your own words,

To defy the commands of Romé in this way meant its
bitterest cumity, Luther was excommunicated, that is, he
was proelaimed a herctie, and any one who killed him would
be doing a righteous aet. He was called before princes and
Eings to answer for hig faith, But God raised up strong men
who protected him, Tell about Luthor's hurning the papal bull
that called him a heretie, as found in “ Martin of Mansfeld,”
pages 117-122, and “ The Great Controversy,” pages 141, 143.
Then tell in your own words the story of how Luther stood for
God before the great council. (See chapter 11 of “ Martin
of Mangfeld” and pages 145-168 of “ The Great Controversy.”)
Note espeeially the last paragraph on page 167, showing what
it meant to have the comity of the chuveh and the emiperor
as he did after his stand before that preat body of men who
fried him. Page 143 of “ Martin of Mansfeld ” also gives an
insight into the courage it took io defy Rome, But through
him the chureh veceived the light. He translated the Seriptures
into the German language, so that the common people could have
them. He wrote and taught unceasingly until the whole covmtry
was awakened, and finally a great church raised up whose ereed
wag founded on the Bible instead of on the commands of men.

&, Story: “ A4 Heroine of Scofland,”— The trath spread fo
other coumtries, Away up in Scotland some young folks
heard it. They studied, thought, and prayed, and then finally
made up their minds that they could mo longer atiend the
established church. And so they pledged themselves to listen
only to the Word as taught by their ¢wn pasiors. Ameng
these were three young persons whose father was a man of
means, Home meant comfort, wealth, and pleasure, but they
chose to flee to the hills and live in swamps and caves imsfead
of worshiping aceording to the laws of the land, Margaret
aged elghteen was the oldest. Thomas was sixteen and Agnes
thirteen. Their parents were forbidden ¢ speak to them or
to give them food or any kind of help. The boy finally got
away ‘to Flanders, but the two girls were seized, The father
was allowed to purchage the freedom of the yomnger givl, but
Margaret was condemmed fo die. Bhe was led out with an
older woman, and chained to a stake which would he covered
with the waves when the tide was high. (If you have the
book, “Youthful Witnesses,” read the account of if in the
poem on pages 126-128.) Fvery inducement was offered her
. if ghe would only give in. Tlie older woman was tied farther out

that her death might terrify Margaret. But all in vain. Her
courage never faltered, She gave her life a witness for Christ.

6. Superintendent’s Talle: “ A Great Privilege’’-— Base your
tallkk on fthe article in the genior program, *“Freedom of
Thought.” Ewphasize again that mental laziness binds the
mind even more securely than threats of great governments,
We have freedom such as few have cver witnessed in the ages
of history; do the young people veally use it?

7. Response.— Call the roll or have the seeretary do so, hav-
ing previously passed out questions which each may answer
as his name is ealled,, Upon what great prineiple is veligions
Liberty based? Would it be right to vote for a law eloging
stores on Baturday, the true Sabbath? Whal does the Bible
say about being subjeet to rulersd What does the text, ¥ We
ought to obey God vather than men” (Act8 5:29), mean

" whes we are also told to obey the rulers of the fand? How
ean you best witness for God? These andg similar questions
‘are profitable for this kind of experience.

Freedom of Thought

THE struggle for freedom of thonght bas written the most
thrilling comhats evér waged by heroes of the human race.
The passion to enehain wen to the settled way of thinking is
the worst pasgion whigh dwells within the human heart. Light
comes into the world, and men love darkness rather than light
because their-deeds are avil, They are in a mt; they rTefuse
to move. Greater joy, peace, vest, and freedom are promised
them if they will struggle for it. But they do not ke to
gtruggle, and are evon angry against those who sound the
trompet of advance. They are wedded to their enslaving and

. degrading habils and hate the lender who ealls them to change.

The story told of the little girl learming to play the plane
illugtrates the gain and yet the effort it takes to advance. She
told her aunt that she absolutely could not praetise any more,
Her aunt encouraged her. “Ii iz hard, I know, but if you
keep trying, you will grow stronger.”” The niece went at the
task again. After repeated efforts which revealed mueh per-
severance she finished her task in triumph, Then she said, “Q
anntie, I have learned that whatever strengthens hurts.”

That which the thought of man has achieved is nothing
compared with what it shall yet achieve. Far away in the
depths of our spirit roll railway systems, ocean greyhounds,
cantilever bridges, and monnting possibilities, Let ihe thoughts
expand, and life is mage worth living, The mind must be free,
Man must be at liberly to range among the trees and be aronged
by the message of their tongmes. It must bo his to Ffesl the
thrilk of naturc’s call without the dread of offending some
political or religious amthority which has power to terrorize
the gtrivings of the soul.

When the Inguwsition of Rome, 1633, forced Galileo upon
penalty of death to say that the earth did not revolve aronnd
the sun, although his lately invented telescope taught him the
contrary, we see the world still plenged in the tyranny over
niind, The Lord Jesus Christ was erucified beeause his gloriens
new thinking did mot grovel before the ideas of the seribes
and Pharisees, The apostles preferred death rather than to
ceasc teaching the bright new visions which were to them all
that made life worth living, TFor centurics, yes, for ages, the
human race groancd beneath a cruel haired against the ideals
for which the soul of man was panting. Nothing had se
much opposition as progress, and no man had so many enemies
as the one whe would go ahead.

Men of vision saw that the secrets of nature could be wrested
from her, They perceived the inspiring possibilities of mul-
tiplying conveniences, decreasing suffering, and lenigthening
out the span of life, To do this, hewever, they were called
upon to reform the peysonal habits, They recognized that the
viees and luxuries of the o¢ld world cliovoformed the braim,
sapped the physical strength, and lessened man’s activities.
They found it abmost impossible to seeuve results along this
line. Philip IX of Spain, is an example to the point how ruiers
threw themselves as an avalanche across the path of progress.
This monarch was a gluttou. In his coarse of desserts alone, at
dinner, he had an exeess of aweetincats and pagtries, He
was also very immoral, golng disguised, at mights, among the
haunts of vice, ¥eb aceording to the old theory, he ruled by
the divme right of kings. To gluttony he added fanaticism.
He built himself a great palace which wasg, at the same time,
both a palace and a monastery. He punished himself for his
sins by exireme devolions as a Catholic honk., It was therefore
itnposgible for any refoymer to arise and successfully lead the
people forward in progressive thinking and beneficial habits.
Reformers did arise. But Philip IT promptly saw that they
were burned at the stake

There are some yet, even foday, who deplore the American
Rewolution, “ Why,” they ask, “did not the American colo-
nigts come to terms with the British? Then America wonld
never have been separated from the British Empire But it
was impossilble for the colomists to come to terms, The patbs
of development for these two peeples had been so different.
For over one hundred fifty years the colomists had lived with-
out a king. The English were still under the eye of one, and
a king, which, they were told, had been crdained by God or
reled by divine right, The American colonists said, “ Away
with your theory of divine right of kings; of a man ox a family
from which all autheority flows. We believe that authority
flows from the people” So the colonists, believing that gover-
ners rule only by the cohsent of the governed, longed for lih-
erty. They were ready to break with the old theory. This
hrought civil Lherty. .

But there was another reason, éne much mere serious, why
the colonisfs could not, ag it was then, walk with Emnglish views,
Some of the colonies had secured a new king of liberty, the
greatest of all iiberties,— religious liberty, George IIY was
not only king of England, but he was the head of the English
church., The Church of England teld the people what to behkieve
and how.to worship. If they disobeyed, the king had policemen
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and gsoldiers to make them obey. They were not free to worship
God according to their own eonscience. The eolonies had
eomo to resent a siate veligion, which, like a uniform guit of
clothes, everybody must wear. They said, “ Let religion be an
individual affair, not a government affair. Let the church and
state be separate.”

This was in harmony with the words of Jesus. He said,
“My kingdom iz not of this world: if My kingdom were of
this world, then would My servanis fight”

Moreover, it is now generally recognized that governments
have nothing to-do with religion, For the simple reason that
i is impossible for them to accomplish anything, Policemen
and soldiers ean reach the body, but the§ cannot reach the
apirit, Or, to put it another way: the state can force a man to
conform outwardly to the ten commandmonts, but eannot pro-
duee in men that condition of heart which Josus made clear is
the real requirement of the law and without which no mau is ve-
ligione. As relates to the Jast six eommandments, outward con-
formity is necessary for the safety of society, and may there-
fore he enforced by law, but this i not true of tho first four,
for they deal with duties which we owe to God only. Because
of this, the American Congtitution forbids Congress to make
any laws respecting religion,

This is why any religious law ig wrong It ig easy to gee
how Sunday laws tear up the Constitution of the United States.
As tho observers of Sunday thon become the favored class, the
rights of all other classes are destroyed, and the nation bheeomes
religious. Bigotry follows, and since bigotry hag mo head to
think and no heart to feel, it would mean the ruir of the nation.

Religious liberty is the fruit of Christianity, and Christianity
only. It is just as much a viclatlon of religious freedom
for the state to say, “ You shall have no religion” as to say,
“You shall have my religion.”” Those who deny all religion
cannot understand or grant freedom of couscicnee any more
than those who are bigoted religionists. Only those who aecept
fully the teachings of Jesus Christ know how to give religious
freedom.

For this reason, as the majority everywhere are abondoning
Christ’s toachings, we may confidently expeet a reappearance
of religious perseeution. A great struggle and the last is just
ahead of us. Back in former days of ignorance, God’s wrath
was vevealed from heaven agninst those actions which oppressed
His people. But how great will he His anger, when the whole
world, for some time entightened on this principle, turms its
back upon its supreme possession and kindles anew the fires
of persecution? It is 5 sign, if not the greatest sign, that the
end of all things is near,

As Chrigt makes ug free, we long to see otherg free, We
know that they are deprived of their best thinking, if Christ
bas not made them free. Let us therefore as followers of the
Man of Galilee, seek to instrmet many as fo the great struggle
just before us. Perchauce they will hear and be saved.

B, G. WILEINSON,

An Early Hero

«Nor far from Lyons, in the town of Autun, the pﬁpuluee was
celebrating the festival of Cybele, The fmage of the goddess
was heing drawn through the streets, and the people were ex-
pected to fall upon their knees as it passed. At one stage of
the progession, when all the crowd was bowing down, one young
man was seen to remalin upright. It was Symphorian, a Chris-
tian youth. He was noticed at onee, just as the three Hebrews
drew all eyes ag they along stood upright on the plain of Dura.
He was seized and hrought before the governor.

“¥oun are a Christian,” said Heraeling; “as far ag I can
see you have escaped our notice, because so few of the followers
of this gect happen to be among us.”

“T am a Christian” replied Symphorian; “ I worship the true
God, who reigns in heaven; but your ido! I cannot worship.”

Ho wag eondemned to death for the double erime of offending
againgt religion and the laws of the state. As he was led to
execmtion, his mother besought him, “My som, my son, have
the living God in thy heart. Be steadfast,” He was steadfast
to the death.

So parents cheered on the children, and children encouraged
parents 5o be faithful—* Fouthful Witnesses,” pp. 30, 1.

Free Grace and Free Will

FrEEDOM and reason make brave men;
Take these away, what are they then? —
Mere groveling brutes, and just as well
The beasts may think of heaven or hell,

"Tis man’s free will if he Dbelicve;
'Tis God's free will him to receive.
To stubborn willers, this I’Il tell,
'Tig all freg grace and all free wil

Know, then, that every seul is froe
To choose his life, and what he’ll be;
For this eternal truth is given —
That God will foree no man to heaven,

He'll eall, persyade, direct him right,
Bless him with wisdom, love, and light,
Tn nameless ways be good and kind,
But never foree the human mind.

— Belected.

.

Devotional Meeting for July 11

“ Thy Will Be Done.”
Senior

Topio:

. Song Service.

. Seripture Reading:
Song and Prayer.

. Reading: “ A Shepherd’s Care.”
. Bible Study.

Recitation: “ My Duty.”

. Reading: * The Living-Room.”
. Recitation: “He Knows.”
Meditations and Respimses.

1 Jobu 3: 13.

000 =1 T T L0 b

Junior
. Leader’s Remayks.
. Song and Prayer.
The Story of Samuel.
. Seripture Study.
An Altar Service.
Story: “ A Boy Who Obeyed Orders.”
Recitation: ¥ My Duty.”
. Symposium.
. Recitation:

1 Samuel 3.

RS PN PNy VR

“When I Cannot Have My Way.”
Notes to Leaders

This meeting is to be devoted fo another study under the
general topic, “ Thy Will Be Doue” The central thought
running through the program is eomplete surrender to the
will of our Greaf Leader, making the eross of Jesus a living
reality in our experience, A life of complete surrender is
natural for a Christian. When on the batflefleld defeat is

imminent, the white flag of survender is raised, giving the

conqueror the signal that thére will he opposutmn no longer,
but 4 surrender and submitting to the victor’s plans,

To live to ourselves means a life of sin and a defeat of
life’s best purposes. Jesus has been acclaimed the conquerox
on life’s battlefield, having met the enemy, sin, and defeated
him., By surrendermg to Jesus, we are made conquerors With
Him apd join the army of victory, ever bearing the cress in
its daily triumph over evil,

This program is submitted with the thowght that mueh
prayer and preparation will precede the meesting, so that its les-
sons may become the experience of 2ll who attend the meeting.

Senior Notes

8. Recitation: “ He Hnows.”-— A few years ago one of our
young men took his bride with him into the heart of Afries,
A light operation resulted in her sudden death, and socon a
lonely grave marked the place where his hopes ]a.y buried, In
1a lotter telling us of his experience he irclosed the following
Tnes

“T know not what awaits me,
Geod kindly veils my eyes,
And. o'er each step of my onmward way
He makes new Scenes 5o rige;
And every joy He sends me, comes
A sweet and glad surprise,

% One step I see bafore me,
Tis all I need to see; !
The light of heaven more brightly shiues,
‘When earth’s illusions flee;
And sweetly through the silence comes
His loving, ‘ Follow Ms.
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# 0 blisgful lack of wisdom,
"Tis bhlessed not to know;
He helds me with His own right hand,
And will not let me go;
He lulls my troubled soul to rest
In Him whe loves me so,

“8o on I ge not knowing,
I would not if I might;
T’d rather walk in the dark with God
Than go alonc in the light;
P’d rather walk by faith with Him
Than ge alone by sight”
' — Selected.

9. Meditations and Responses— The following questions and
suggestions may be used for a short period of meditation and
exchange of experiences,

What have you given up, the last week, of things that stood
in the way of cbedience to the expressed will of God?

Think of what Jesus would have you do. Are you daily sus-
rendering to His program? It is net enough simply not to
discbey, we must actively obey as well. Merely to refrain
from evil-doing, is but one side of the Christian’s expericnee.
What would Jesus have me do? Your daily answer determines
whether or not your life is yielded in full surrender to Hiwm.

Memory Tezt—* It is God Himself whose power creates
within you the desire to do His gracions will and also brings
about the aceomplishment of Lho desire” Phil. 2:13, Wey-
mouth’s New Testament in Modern Speech,

“Juanior Notes

This hour with the Juulors is te bring te each one a new
gense of their privileges in Christ. The surrender of cur lives
expressed in willing obedience to 1lis tcachings is the eentval
thenght around which the lessons aro grouped. Tell the Jun-
ters that Jesus loves them se that day by day He seeks te bring
inte their lives experiences that will help them to walk with
Him. He wants them to be His young friends. Mark 3: 35,

3. The Story of Samuel. 1 Samuel & — This may be fold in
a Junior’s own words, stressing the message the Liord asked
Samuel to deliver, how he shrank frem the duty, but yielding
chediently, ho perforied the task and heeame the prophet of
the Lord.

4. Seripture Study—

¢ We are taught to cbey God. 1 Sam. 15: 22,
b. By keeping His commands. FEx, 24:7,

e. We are to obey Jesus, Johm 14: 23,

d. By loving one another. John 15: 12,

e. We sheuld obey our parents, Hph, 6:1.

f. By willing service. Mark ¥:10-13.

5. An Alter Serviee (by Sylwia L. Tschantz)— This may
be givem by a group of smaller Juuiors,

7. Recitation: “ My Duty.”— To be given by three Juniers.

8. Symposium.— The leadoer sheuld suggest some practical ap-
plicatieng of the lesson ef the hour, based upon the experiences
of the Juniors. Suggest to them that Jesus will help us fo do
Hig will, Phil. 2: 13. Let them respend by telling of things
they wish te surrender te Jesus and things they want to do fer
Him.

Bible Study

TaE follewing suggesticns may be used to develop a study
with complete surrender expressed inm active obedience ag the
central thought.

Mark 3: 35, Aective cbedienee iz the condition of membership

inte God’s family,

Luke 14: 33, Te cbey Him we must forsake our cwn plans

and desires. Take for an cxample:

Abraham, a good business man, lived in Chaldea. Picture
his surroundings. God’s will concerning him expressed in a
definite eall. Gen, 12:1, 2, He had to forsake many things.
Name them. He must have had many plans in mind he desired
to carry out, What was his answer? Gen. 12: 4,

He frequently surrendered his plans, Genesis 13; 22:2,

Ged ealls him His friend. 2 Chron, 20:7; Tsa. 41: 8; James

2:23.

Jesus came not to do His own will. John 6:38, He earried
out Hiz Father’s plans. John 5:19. Complete surrender to
the will of God is possible only as we cuter into active obedi-
ence to His will and enter into His plan for us.

IMustrations

THE violin can do nothing of itself. In the hands of the
artist it responds and swectest melodies fill the air,

The elay in the hands of the potter would speil the vessel
were it te fester plams of its own. Submission te the potter
ig the hest it can do fo become a uscful vessel.

God’s Spirit works. Acts 1:8; 4:23. To be vessels “fit
for the Master’s use” ouvr lives must bo yielded so He can
direet us daily, in cur homes, among our friends, in business
and pleasure, and in the church. .

“Principle is always exacting. Nc¢ man can suceeed in
the serviee of God wnless his whele heart iz in the work, and
he counts all things but loss for the execllency of the knowledge
of Christ. No man whe makes any reserve can be the disciple
of Christ, much less can he be His co-laborer.”—* The Desire of
Ages” p. 873, :

A Boy Who Obeyed Orders

ON a wet, geld October evening, a boy trudged wearily into
the seaport town of Chatham, England, with a bundle on his
shoulder, He was eovered with mud, and from under the long
blaele locks that fell en his forehead, twe large eyes stared
out at the world, and his thin cheeks were pinched with eold
and wet with rain, H¢& met a sailor ag he entered the town
cutskirts, and, stopping him, said, “If you please, which way
to the decks?”

The sailer direeted him, and he went forward down the nar-
row streets till he came to the waterside, There he wandered
around for a timo without seeing any one, for it was supper
time; but presently he came upon an old man, and asked,
“ Are those ships out there warships$® ¥

“ Aye,” replied the man, “they be, lad. Be yo agoin’ to
the wars?” And he grinned.

“Yes; but I don’t know how to get on board,” said the
puzzled boy. “ Where do the boats land2”

# Right here,” and the ¢ld man waved hig hand at the landing
stage before them, ““See, yon is one acomin’ new! ” .

Sure enough, a boat was rowing swiftly in. It drew up to
the landing stage, and an officer stepped ocut. The boy ap-
proached the officet, and, touching his cap, said, “ Please, sir,
ecan you tell me how to get on heard the frigate ‘ Raison-
nable ’? 7

The officer locked down, and, staring at the thin, pale face,
with its hig eyes and firm mouth, replied: “ Why, that is my
ship. But what do you want on beard of herg”

“ Pleage, sir, I want to join. Her commander, Captain Suek-
ling, is my uncle, and T was te repert to him.”

The officer leoked again at the bey. “ Well, in that case, 1
can take you aboard when I return. But yoeu lock cold and
hungry, my lad. Have you had supper?”

“No, sir; I left home early this merning, and have not eaten
anything since.”

“Myl Here, yon have teported te me. I am a Ilienteuant
on beard, s¢ eome on up and have something te eat with me.
Why didn’t you stop in tewn as you came$ ”

“Well, you see, sir,” replied the boy, “I promised father
that I would come straight to the ship and report for duty,
without stopping in town; so I eouldn’t very well,”

“ Good boy! ¥ cried the officer. “ I you obey orders as well
in the navy, you should get on capitally, What is your name?”

“ Horatio Nelson, sir.?

And the man whe as a boy had learned to cbey orders un-
flinchingly, later became the great sea hero of England, Lord
Nelson.— Boys® World.

My Duty
Just to be faithful in things that are small,
Just to walk steady where others may fall,
Just to be willing if Jesus should eall:
This is my duty to Him.

Just to drive somebody's darkness away,

Just to make brighter the world ef today,

Just to strew flowers along life’s pathway:
This is my duaty to Him.

Just te let Jesus have perfeel comtrel,
Just to know daily His grace makes me whole,
Just te have heavenly peace in my soul:
This is my duty to Him.
— Sglected,
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A Shepherd’s Care

I gEMEMBER watching a shepherd drive his floek from Pied-
maont to the plains of Italy, along a read white with pulverized
limestone, and glaring beneath the beams of a Scuthern sun.
He waa a tall and stately man, in the costume of -the country;
his Jarge hat shadowed a grave and inteiligent face; his pmrple
jacket, slung around his neck, formed a cradle for a newbern
lamb, while two others but little older were fastened in his
rongh mantle belweon his shoulders. In one hand he held
the shepherd’s rod,—a long, light reed, by which he guided
the flock, gently touching them when they wandered or were
heedless of his call. He carefully led them om, occasionally
pausing and leaning on his staff until some straggler joined
her eompanions, or while carefully adjusting the helpless crea-
fure that he earried im his bosom.

The hungry sheep strove to ¢rop the withered leaves and
dusty herbage cn the borders of the road; but the shepherd
would not let them eat or rest. IHe nrged them forward, and
bleating and discontented, they were obliged to leave their
self-chosen food, and obey his voice and follow him.

The road here branched off in another direction; the poer
sheep saw nothing before them but the dusty path and withered
weeds; but the shepherd locked beyond., Sloping down from
the direct road was a gieen nook, overhung hy an aeacia hedge,
protected from the heat by the high bank above it, and water
from an unfailing spring ran into a poocl beneath.

Bleating with delight, the weary sheep seemed to find life and
vigor at once, and entering on their pleasant pasture, forgot
the troubles of the way. The shepherd watched their enjoyment
with evident satisfaetion. As he walked among them, examin-
ing them individually, he counted them over —not one of them
was missing, He had something better for thsm than they
would have chosen for themselves; yet how they had murmured
all the way! — Selected. [

An Altar Service

“To obey is bebter than sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams” 1 Sam. 15: 22, This reading suggests the use
of an altar. Ask each Junitor the week before to bring a small
stone. If stowes are not available, ask for small blocks of
woed ingtead (foy blocks could be used). These will be used
to build an altar. Alsc ask cach Junior to bring a slip of paper
upou whieh he has written some eommand of God. The ten
commmandments, vorses from Proverbs, from the Psalms, from
the SBermon on the Mount, may be used.

At the Junier meeting place all these slips on the altar.
As each Junior’s name iz ealled (for the roll call), let him
step to the altar and take a verse, read it, and add some thought
of his own,

- After the verscs are vead, the superintendent should very
carvefully explain liow much better God is pleased if His com-
mands are obeyed than if burnt offerings are brought such
as the Isracliles furnished, Making this thought more prae-
tieal, explain how obedience to parcnts, to teachers, to God, is

more pleasing to God and more conducive fo growth of char-

acter than promises which are carelessly made and eéven less
earofully kept.— Syivia L. Tschaniz,

When I Cannot Have My Way

Woen I canmot have my way,

I must no ill will display;

But must learn to bend my will,
And be kind and gentle still.

Pride and anger I must shun,
Nor be rude to any one;

Ewil tomnpers must not rise,

To offend God’s holy eyes,

Father, like thine own dear Son,

I wonld be a lowly one,

Fver gentle, patient, kind;

Clothe me with a humble mind,
-— My Own Little Hymn Book.

The Living-Room

Tue first three featwres of the Houge of the Lord’s Prayer
are dedicated to the three persens of the Trinity, We enter
by the decrway of the Father’s invitation. We warm ourselves
at the fireplace of worship in the Spirit. We look through
the windows upon Christ’s ever-expanding heavenly kingdom.

Now entrance into the Father’s family, and worship of God,
and visien of the kingdem of God,— all are empty and fruitless
without obedience. Therefore we are next condueted into the
living-room of the Homse of the Lord’s Prayer, and we read
tho motte over the door, ¥ Thy will be done in earth, as it is
in heaven.” )

Thig is convorsion, this is Christianity, when we ececase to
say, “my will,’” and begin to say, “Thy will” “My will”
leads ever Jownward; “ Thy will?” leads ever upward, My
will ” contracts ug juto a dwarf; “ Thy will” enlarges us into
a giant, “My will” means misery and utter weariness; “ Thy
will” means the exhilaration of power and the fulness of joy.

We cannot take God’s will inte the living-roem of our house
without knowing what God’s will is. This ealls for Bible
study, for Christian eduecation, and for earnest prayer. The
more we read the Bible, the more we shall know of Ged’s will,
and the more instinetive -will be our obedience to it. Our
knowledge of God’s will grows also threugh watching cther
Christians and through listening to those who are in closer
touch with God’s will than we are; it grows especially through
hearing sermons and the testimonies of God's people in the
prayer meetihgs, and through the diseussions in the Sunday
scheol class and in the young peeple’s sceiety, What we lack,
after all these helps te a knowledge of God’s will, is gladly
supplied us by God Himself m answer to our prayers. No
ono need be ignorant of what (yod wants him to be and do.

But knowledge is never enough. Knowledge of God’s wilt
may take us into the living-roem, but Hving there in accordance
with God’'s will depends upon onr will, Our will has the awful
power of setting at nanght God’s will, Our will can take our
knowledge of God’s will and let God breathe into it the breath
of life, The Bible, however much we read it, is onty dead paper
and ink to us untit our will vitalizes it, The most eloguent ser-
mon ig only empty pulsations of the air, as far as we are con-
eerned, until our will incorporates it. All the strong and lovely
expressions of the will of God are only ghosts until our will
clothes them with flesh and bleod.

‘What a high honor it is thus te be workers “ together . with
God! The living-room of the House of the Lerd’s Prayer
is our coronation-room, our. throene-room.

And what a glorious pattern we have for the deing of God’s
will: “in carth, as it is in heaven”! The heavenly doing of
God’s will is perfect. God’s servants in heaven serve him day
and night; they speed to and fro on the tiraless wings of ex-
altant cbedience. There is no grumbling in heaven, no hesita-
tion, no procrastination. In heaven there are no foolish ques-
tions of why and whercfore, but implieit trust and confidence.
God’s will gets dene superbly in heaven, because in heaven it
finds fit tools for its purpose.

“ But we are not angels” you say. “How can we do God's
will on earth as it is done in heaven? ™

Of course we are nct angels in wisdom, beauty, and power,
but we may be angels in glad obedience. Nobt Michael or
Grabriel may surpass us in trustfulness, in alacrity, in submis-
sion, in readiness, in fidelity, The resulis of our doing of God’s
will may not be so great on carth as they will be in heaven,
beeause our powers are less; but the mammer of deing God's
will on earth may be as blessed and as pleasing to God as the
manner of deing it in heaven, and it is the way in which His
will is done that God eares most about.

‘We are cither living in this living-room or we are not. The
Master of the house is rightfully jealous, and He will not
let any one live there part of the time and part of the time
in the hall of selfishness and shame. But we can begin to live
there at amy time, This day, this very minnte, we ean enter
its shining portal, we can take up its exhilarating ccenpations,
and we can rejoiee in the companionship of the Master of the
house, Then we shall really begin to live, when we begin
to Hve in the living-room of the House of the Lord’s prayer.
— T'he House of the Lord’s Prayer” Amos K. Wells.
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Devotional Meeting for July 18

Fopiec: Mid-¥Year Rally.
Senior and Junior

. Song Service.
. Bible Study: “ A Finished Task.”
. Leader’s Remarks.
. Seeretaries’ Talk: “ Getting Our Bearings.”
Reading of Becretary’s Message.
Recitation: # The Vietors.”
Symposinm: “ Holding On?
. Talk: “Steadfast Hills,”
. Close by repeating Missionary Volunteer Aim and Motto.

Notes to the Leaders

This program is in the nature of a check-up. The year is
half over. What has your Missionary Volunteer Soeiety ae-
complished? What needs to be stressed for greater effort in
the future? Althoupgh the Senior and Junior programs are
listed together, it does not neeessarily follow that the societies
should meet jointly, "The material suggested must necessarily
be so similar in eharacter that the meetings of the older young
people and those of the younger may follow the same outline,
with adaptations to meet the peculiar needs of ach.

Advertige! Posters in prominent places or little cards sent to
each memher wordel something like this, “ Everybody Who
Works Ts Invited to the Missionary Volunieer Meeting Held

at o'clock,” might prove attractive.

Have 2 rousing song service, choosing those songs that are
full of spirit and action. Nos. 477, 570, 574, and 576 are
especially appropriate, A wide-awake leader can do mueh to
make the singing a success,

2. Bible Study: “ A Finished Task.”-— Jesus had a definite
work to do when He came to this earth. Ho didw't falter in
any step of the way, Study the following texts: Luke 2: 49,
Joln 4: 34; 17: 4; 19: 30; Heh, 12: 2; Phil, 1: 6; Rom. 9: 28,
Jesus’ instructions to his followers to whom he hag given a
great work is just as clear ent, Tuke 9; 62, Jesus finished
the task; He expects the same of us.

8. Leader's Remarks— This ig the time for any announce-
meunt. Call attention to the various phases of missionary aec-
tivity carried on by your soclety. The influence of what has
been done cannot be measured by fignres. FEmphasize the
value of such work to the members themselves, “ My brethren
and sisters, do you desire to break the spell that holds you?
Would you arouse from this sluggishness that resembles the
torpor of death? Go to work, whether you feel like it or not.
Fngage in personal effort to bring souls to Jesus and the
knowledge of the trmath, In such labor you will find both 2
stimulus and a towie; it will both arouse and strengthen.”--
“ Tegtimonies,” Vol. V, p. 387, 'While programs have their
place, they are not the chief aim of the society. In the ecall
whieh came to the denomination to organize young people, serv-
iee was the watchword. “Let ministers pui to use all their in-
genuity in devising plans whereby the younger members of the
church may be led to co-operate with them in missionary work,”
—Id., Vol. VI, pp. 435, 436, “ Liet there be o company formed
somewhat after the order of the Christian Endeavor Society,
and see what can be done by each aceountable human agent in
watching and improving opportunities to do work for the
Master.”— Hztract from o letier doted October, 1823, Sueh
were the purposes that ealied the Missionary Volunteer Society
into existence, The goals which each society receives are in
themselves of no value unless they inspire to inore consisfent
service, The mid-year Rally is but another effort to keep the
blessedness of finishing the task assigned before the members.
Great ig the work intrusted to young people, great ig the re-
sponsibility of each Missionary Volunteer. .

£, Seeretaries’ Tolls: ¥ Getting Our Bearings.”-— Thig should
be a series of short talks given by the variouns secretavies of
the soeiety. The devotional gecretary may report on the prog-
ress of those who are reading their Bibles through, and the
number obgerving the Morming Wateh, Try to have this
especially inspirational, Personal experience is appreciated
more than anything else. Several who have heen faithful
mnay be called upon to tell what swach observance has meant
to thew. The educational secretary should report on those
taking the Reading Coursecs. Tell of some of the interesting
facts you have learned from one or saveral of the books, Ask
those whe have finished, to wmake a report of their favorite
bhook, Then give other members an opportunity to envoll. The
Standard of Attainment class may be reported, too. One of
the purposes of this class is to train members so that they
gan give Bible studies to those not of our faith. Have any
aneh heen given{ A check-up on all the phases of the Standard
of Attainment g desirable. Over in Burope a small group of
young peopte banded themselves together to take the Standard
of Attainment elass. HFach pledged himself to give the Tesson
he had learned to some one else during the week, The result
was that thirty were added to the church in that place in a short
time. The leaders of the various bands should then report
their aectivity. But above all in this meeting emphasize the
joy of winning some gne for the Master, Ifave souls heen
won by the members of your society? Hag each becn active
in personal work? How many personal visits have beemn re-
ported?
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Of course in a Junior Soeiety the work is not divided under
these various secvetaries, The Junicr superintendent should
conduct this part of the program. Make it practical and such
as to appeal to the boys and the girls. Juniors respond to
leadership., Care should be talken not to awaken an impulse
to work without giving it a praectical cutlet, '

The secretary-treasuror may close the exercise with a report
on the finaneial goal. Is the society up to date go far? How
much should be given each week in order to come out right?
Have yon any plans that would be cf value in giving per-
sistently? The following story is an illustration in point, and
may be used in this talk:

“One of the great passenger ships of a Pacifie line was
gteaming through the China Bea. Slowly there spread over
the sky the peculiar yellowigh-green color that means that a
typhoon is approaching. The great ship swung round and
gtarted full steam ahead for the mearest port, But long be-
fore she reached it the typhoon struck, The sun was hidden;
night settled down at noon. Mountainous waves rashed aboard
like ravenous beasts, trying to tear the great ship into pieces,
The passengers were in ¢ontinual terror. .

“ Suddenly the lockout reported a ship on the starboard side.
It proved to be a small Chinese juunk, the deck of which was
crowded with men and women. From the prow a sailor madly
gignaled the approaching liner. The captain ordered her to
lay to and make arrangements for taking off the passengers
and erew of the little ship, But to his amazement the Chinese
put down a small boat. It tossed about like a cork; there
did not seem to be the slightest chance that it would ever come
up ont of the trough of the sea. But as if by a miracle it
reached the liner, and the men scampered up the rope ladder.
In pidgin English the newecomers made it kmown that they did
not wish to be taken off; they simply wanted to look at the
chart in erder te find out where they had been blown. The
eaptain gave them the conrtesy of the bridge, Having studied
the chart, they rowed baeck to the junk, hoisted a shred of a
sall and started on their way. All they wanted wasg to kuow
exaetly where they were,

“TIt ig imperative that a pevson should know where he iz and
where he is going. The best of men may temporarily be hlown
off hig course, but all honor to the man, though he be ag un-
prepossessing ag the Chinese junk, who, having found what his
true position is, steevs baek to his course in the face of all
the obstacles that the powers of evil can muster against him.”
. b, Reading of Secrctary’s Messoge— This is to be furnished
either by your union Missiopary Volunteer secretary or by the
secretary of the loeal conference aceording to the plan of your
special conference. It should be received by the leader in
good time for use on this program. The Junior superintendent
will receive that prepared for the Junior society.

7. Symposivm: “ Holding On.’— Pass out the following iI-
lugtrations to as many members to be read in meeting, Ask
each to be ready to comment on the one he hag received, keep-
ing ever in wmind that it takeg grit and stick-to-it-iveness to
ma,ge a suecess of the work the young people have been given
to de.

“When Commodore Joseph Smith received a telegram that
the ¢ Congress,’ which was commanded by hig son, bad struck
her flag, he exclaimoed, ‘ Then Joe must be dead!’ It was so.
It ix mueh easier fo imagine some men dying at their post of
duty, faithful and without a blot on their name, than to think
of their betraying their trust, or in any way proving unfaith-
ol — Mary £. Watson, Hortford, Conn,

“ Among the ruins of Pompeil they found the body of the
Roman sentry at the city gate, where he had been placed by
his eaptain, bis hands still grasping his weapon. There, while
the heavens threatemed; theie, while the eaxth shogk; there,
while the floods of cinders and ashes overwhelmed him, he had
stood fast in the evil day; and there, after a thousand years,
he was found.”—* ¢y Chimes,” Mrs, M. Waits, London, Eng-
land.

“It is not so often the hreaking of some graat shaft or whesl,
gome gecmingly important part, that stops the machinery and
hinders the output, as it is the working loose of some little
neglected nut or nnnotieed serew. 1t is the some in life. The
carelessness of a clerk or offiee boy who has comparatively
trivial tasks to perform may upset the best-laid plans of the
manager of some great egncern, . A little negleet of some duty
that we consider of minor importance may,overturn the hopes
and purposes on which our hearts are set.”— Ferris Jocelyn,
Oliveren, N. ¥,

““ At the elose of the first day of the battle of Shilch, a day
of .severe Union reverses, General Grant wag met by hiz mueh-
discouraged chicf of staff, McPherson, who said, ¢ Things look
bad, General. We have lost haif our artillery and a third of
the infantry. Our line is broken, and we are pushed back
nearly to the river.

“ General Grant made no reply, and Mr. MePherson asked
impatient]ly what he intended to do,

“+Do? Why, re-form the lines, and attack at daybreak.
Won't they be surprised!’

“ And they were surprised and ronted before mine o’clock in
the morning.”

“An Ameriean vigitor was talking with some aviators in
France. J¥our had been detailed to guard a photographer
while he was faking pictures of trenches and villages, While
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they were at work, fifteen Boche planes appeared on the horizon,

“¢What do you do in a case like that?’ asked the visitor,

. “4We atick!? said the young lieutenant quietly.”—Rewv.
Ernest Bowrner Allen, D, D,, Oak Park, Il

8. Talle: “ Steadfast Hills— Btudy the ghort article given,
and then ineorporate it in youwr talk. Let the keynote be eour-
age and steadfastness of purpose. And then present the plans
for the work of the last half of the year. Make announcements
of any new bands, and invite new membership to the old ones.
The purpose of this talk iz to give a new heost fo the work of
the society.

Response— If there is time for a roll call with a response,
pass out questions to be answered similar to those below. (Ask
each officer to contribute three in the committee nmteeting.)

What ig the relation hetween work and the spiritval life of
the society? of an individual?

What is meant by, “ A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hid. Neither do men lght a candle, and put it wnder a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house ¥4

Can work save a person?

Draw a lesson from the parable found in Matthew 25: 31.46.

In closing, call attention to-the Missiomary Veolunteer Aim,

“The Advent Message to all the world in this gencration,” and

the motto, “For the love of Christ constraineth us.” These
should be printed and hung in a comspicuous place during the
program, (all attention to the fact that they are on the mem-
bership card, and that each one who joins the sociely subzeribes
to their purpose.

The Victors
Han Columbus been a “can’t ”-er,
Would he have held his way
Across wide, unknown oceans
Long, long day after day,
His little ships like playthings
By winds and waters hurled,
With sullen crews to threat him,
Till he found a great new world?

Had Livingstone been a  can’t ez,
Would he have carried the Mght
Through the tropic’s trackless jungle

And the Congo’s darkest might,
Where serpents glide and glisten
And the fierce, wild liens roar,
Till he lit the lamp of progress
That shall shine forevermore?

Had Peary heen g “ can’t-er,
Would he have staked his years
In a ganie with donbt and danger,
In a Jand of froat and fears,
In a Iand where death had faken
Of hig-kin a sorry toll,
To elimb the woild’s white apex
And stand at the long-sought pole?

Whatever the years have yielded
To the onward march of man

Has been won by the dauntless leaders
‘Whose motte has been, “I cant”

And the great world yet uncharted
Hold goals as splendid still

Tor the ones who dare go forward
With the brave, firm vow, “I will] »

- Niwon Waterman.

Steadfast Hills _

How David loved the hills! He knew them in all their
beauties, for they were his home while he watched the sheep.

‘Whether cool and green in the foreground, or purple and
dim with distance, tipped with the fire of sundet or swathed
in the gray of thunderheads, he loved them, He told of them
in his songs, those psalms of gladness and glory which are
still ours to enjoy. .

“ T will 1ift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh
my help,” he said; and, “ Thy righteousness is like the great
mountains; ” and again, “ The strength of the hills iz His,”

As the hills Hft up their heads in mgged strength, sc must
the spirit remamin stesdfast and strong in the Lord. The

soap-bubble Christian, who drifts whichever way the wind
blows, i3 of little use to himself or to any one else. He is apt
to he numbered among the whiners over “bad luck,” envying
the ““ good luek ” of the steadfast one.

Our own strength may fail often, but our Father is atrong
for all of us. He never fails, Have we not thig promise to add
His might to our ewn will in the batile for rightsousness?
With Hig help there is no sueh word as fail,

Perhaps there is some danger in too much steadfastness, for
We may make a wrong cholce, and them hecome merely mulish
in our determination to hold our position. But “Qod gave us
& guide called comsciemce® If rightly {rained and strictly
heeded, there is no excuse for false steps or wrong choice,

Bhall we not lift our eyes to the hills? Shall we not learn .
the lessons they teach? To be steadfast in purpose, to be
gtrong in duty, to hold in the heart the heauty of sun amd
storm ; these are some of the clements of good character. These
are some of the materials found in geod ek,

* RUTH WEATIIERWAX.

Devotional Meeting for July 25

Topic: Pioneering for the Megsage.

Senior and Junior

. Opening Exerciges.

Repeat or read Morning Wateh texts for week.

. Seeretary’s Talk: “Our Goal”

Talk: “Wstablishing a Mission”

BReading: “ One Day From the Life of a Pioneer.”
Talk: ¢ Opening Other New Stations.”

Talk: “Training for Mission Service.”

Reading: “ A Tetter From the African Frontier.”
. Leader’s T-wo Minutes,

. (Toge With Prayer for Africa.

Notes to Leaders

To make the young people of Ameriea gee Africa ag it really
is, to make them live with our brave missionaries who are
sacrifieing all persenal comfort for the sake of carrying the
gospel farther and farther into the wilderncgs,—- this is the
purpose of thiz program. It emphasizes the physieal aspects
of 2 ploneer missionary’s life. When we contrast our luxuries
with their bare necesgsities, we shall be ashamed not to give
and pray more,

AH the materigl preseniod here has just come from our faith-
ful missiongries in the field, Xt is of such a nature that it may
serve for hoth Seunier and Junior societies, Whether the two so-
cietios have their meetings together is a matter of deeision for
the committees. "The material should be earefully studied by
the officers of eaeh society and arranged to meet individual
needs, The Junior superintendent should give the talk to the
Juniors suggested umder the heading, “ Training for Mission
Service.” Emphasis of strong bodies and alert minds needed
on the mission field should be a part of this talk.

The Morming Wateh for this week very appropriately deals
with Jesus’ instructions to the diseiples whom he was sending
out to earry the gospel. The greater paxt of the week 1is
spent on a econseeutive passage. Try to have all repeat the
verses for the week {ogether,

3. Sceretory’s Talk: “ Owr Gogl)’— It every Missionary Vol-
unteer should give ten cents a week to the missions for Afriea,
our goal would he reached, This means fen eents given each
week through the Missionary Volunteer Society. That is not
a very high goal, is #?% And yet the missionaries over in the
field are looking to our young people for something very definite
this year. This talk should be a sort of check on what hag
already been accomplished for misgions.

Material for Nos, 4-8 ig all furnished. If the Juniors and
Seniors are meeting together, ask gome of the Juniors to take
part. If the readings are carefully prepared, they may be as
well read by a Junior as by a Senior. Preparation should be
given each number, whether o reading or a talk. Supplement
your material by reference te a library, where possible. The
following hooks all confain good material: “ Rock Breakers”
and “ Kingdom Building in Conge Land,” by P. H. J. Lerrigo,
Philadelphia, Judson Press;  Afriean Clearings,” J. K. Mae-
kenzie, Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, Mass,; “ African Ad-
venturers,” J. K. Mackenzie, George H. Doran Co., New York;
¢ The Lure of Afriea,”” (. H. Patton, Missionary Bducafion
Movement, New York.

Keep your eyes on the mission notes in ths Review. It may
be that you ean contribute some more vecent news from the

SprNsmpwEs

ot

iA:Erican * front lines ® than is given here.

Tupression without expression ends in depression,
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Estahlishing a Mission

Mr. Dan CRAWFORD, in speaking of the work of a pioneer,

uses these words: ‘
“Inte the tall and wet grass drear,
There, only there, art thou pioneer,
5 And My, Firgt mugt have all the Wwoes,

That Mr. Seecond may find repoge.”
In this he refers to the eustom of many of the natives in South-
ern Africa when traveling through the tall grass, wet and cold
from the dew of the previous night, of sending the women
and children zhead down the narrow footpath that they may
brush off all the watex from the grass before the men arrive,
It is very much ke that in the pieneer mission work. The
men who go to a new mission station have to face the diffieulties
and privations that are entirely unknown to the man which
arrives later and finds buildings erected, fruit orchards in
bearing, gardens in culivation,

I wonder how many of our young people really know just
what it meang to establish a mission gtation in Central Africa,
Do you know what the missionary has te o with hisz hands in
the African ficld?. And are you awave of how much of his time

i taken up in manual labor{

My mind goes back to thirty years ago, when we fixgt arrived
in this country to establish the old Solusi Mission. Mafeking
wag then the end of the railway line. There we yoked up the
oxen to the wagonm, and it took us six weeks to drive through
to Bulawayo, a distance of nearly six hundred miles, What
a lesson in patience! On arriving at the mission station, which
had been pegged out for us a year befors, we found a small
hut had been eveeted by the natives. Into thig place we stored
most of -our things, then piteched owr living tents under a big
tree.

One of the first things attempted was to dig a well, that we
might have a good supply of water convenient to our dwellings.
When the well was about ten feet deep, the natives refused to
go down into it, so Elder Tripp and I had to dig the rest of it.
The nearest plage where we could buy vegetables was Bulawayo,
nearly forty miles away and the prices on the market there was
far beyond our means, so we had to plow the gromnd, open ir-
rigating ditches, plant a garden, watch the locusts and the birds
and the antelopes, and -wait patiently for the vegetables to
mature, Next came the problem of a bouso to live in. Our
appropriation was all gone when we arrived on the mission sta-
tion and we had nothing with which to hire help, so we had
40 build cur own. homes.. We eut poles and grass -and sawed
out the timber for the door frames, made doors out of the cases
in which our goods had been packed, plastered up the walls
with mud, and then put on a grass roof.” The putting on of
the thatch was the hardest task for me, as T had never done
anything of that kind before in my life.

When we came to set up our stove, we found that there was
not encugh piping and no elbow to carry the smoke imto the
stiek chimney which T had built, I fried to buy what I needed
in Bulawayo, They asked me $5 for a piece of joint of gix-
ineh pipe and $7.50 for an elbow. I could not afferd it. I
made a joint of pipe out of a kerosene tin and an elbow out of
another, and we set up the stove all right,

Two years later we made brieks, burned them, and made a
more substantial house, which meant more comfort and better
health— W. H. Anderson.

One Day From the Life of a Pioneer

Prruars I should relate one instanec of how sometimes the
missionary seems overwhelmed with work. On a new mission
station, he must teach hig school, conduet Sabbath services in
the eImreh and SBabbath afternoon services in the villages, until
]ns station has been established long encugh to educate and
train natives for this work. Al these burdens mmst rest apaon
the European missionary, and as he is usually alone on the
station, he must be prepared to earry them in addltmn to the
other labors that come to him.

One morning, T was eating my breakfast when a native
nocked at the door. He came to tell me that the water tank
wag. upset at the river and the tank was broken, and asked
what they were to do for water, It was in the dry season, and
he whole sehool depended wpon waier hrought from the river in

that tank. T told him te sit down, and I would talk with him
after hreakfast. A few minutes later andther native rapped
at tho door, to tell me that the wagen bringing building mate-

~ rial from Bulawayoe, was broken about eight miles away from

home, and asked if I could ge and repair it so that they cownld
get home., I told him fo sit dows until I had finished hreak-
fast. Just befere I had finished eating another native rushed
into the room, breathless and with perspiration pouring off
him, having run for two miles. He said his wife had been bit-
ten by a pull adder, and asked me to come quickly and see
what 1 coutd do to save her life. I had to stop cating break-
fast then, secure the remedies I had for smake bite, saddle my
mule, and rush off with him. I suceeeded in bringing relief
to his wife. On my way home I passed by the river and with
the help of about twenty natives from the near-by kraal wa
straightened out the water tank and sent it home with half
a load of water. When I arrived home it was sehool time, so
I taught sehool until dinmer. After dinner I Tode out the
eight miles and repaived the wagon, and it eame home that
night-— W. H. Anderson.

Opening Other New Stations

TweEnYY-TWo years agoe I traveled on foot with native enr-
riers over twelve hundred miles through Northern Rhodesia,
when I getected the site of Rusangu Mission, That meant four
monthg traveling through the field, sleeping om the ground
where night ovextook me, living largely on native foods, meeting
native chiefs, and arranging with government officials for the
opening of the new station. Two years later the railway had
been extended to Victoria ¥Falls, From the north side of the
river I started, on the eleventh of May, with unbroken oxen, to
take a load of a ton and a half te the mission farm, which was
twe hundred miles away. 1 returned again te the Zambesi,
and loaded two and a half tons on the wagen for the next trip.
My wife and I arrived on the farm the fifth of September.
It had taken me all that time to train these oxen and get two
loads from the Zambesi River to Rusangu, Then I had to
build a home, plant a garden, develap a farm, build a school-
house, teach the sehgol, and act as doctor and nurso to the na-
tives who came to the gtation for help,

Three years age I explored Southwest Africa, and made a
beginning in that country. Last year I traveled about eighteen
hundred miles in Portugese West Africa pegging out the Lunda.
Mission site in northeast Angola. This year it will be to
start over again building a new station, and if time will per-
mit, explore and select a mission site in the Huila district.—
W. H. Anderson,

Training for Mission Service

Nor only must the missionary be a praetical man and able
te do things as well and know things, but his wife also should
be able to use her hands, She must keep the home, cook the
faod, bake bread; make butter, ean froit, eut, fit, make, and
mend elothes, nurse the sick, care for and teach her children,.
in addition to helping eut in the sehool home: for natives, tke.
Babbath gehool, and in the absence of her husband econduet
the Babbath services.

With the multipleity of duties in starting a new mission,,
especialty when it seems that all things have to be done at
one time, there is great danger that the missionary will over-
work., It is necessary for him to remember thatf in the tropies.
he cannot and must not try to work as bard ag he did in norths
ern elimes, Many times I have read reports from the new re-
eruits in mission fields that run something like this: “ I have
been here now for gix weeks, and I find T can work as hard
here as I could in the homeland.”” Then he tells of some big
days’ work that he has dene. I always pray for that missionary.
that lis eyes may be opened and his understanding enlightened
before it is toe late to save him from breaking down and!
having to be sent honie.

There are 50 many damgers in the tropies i¢ the health and
strength of the missionary. Malaria must be guarded against..
That means sercening the houses and sleeping nnder a mosquito
net and taking five graims of quinine a day. Hookworm is.
almost universal among natives in Adfrica, and the missionary
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must not contraet it. The drinking water and milk must be
boiled before using. The missionary must not bathe in the
river, on ageoumt of erocodiles and bilharzia, whieh ave .found
in nearly every stream.

Many kinds of infections and contagious diseases are com-
mon among the natives, and must be guarded against. The
missionary must not go to the extreme of taking his femper-
ature every two hours during the day, as one missionary I know
of did; still he should do his best to keep abgolutely fit. He
should be earefnl, but not an extremist, in dlet. He must bo
able to take time to rest amid an unfinished task, and yet nat
get lazy; and whether he eats, drinks, works, or rosts, he should
do alt to the glory of God, and should prosper and keep in
health even as his soul prospers.

T would entreat cur young people to gualify for the mission
field by roceiving a therough education in our academies and
colleges. They should couplo their mental and spiritwal traim-
ing with industrial work, which, as Paul says, would enable
them to find vesouwrces within themselves for any eimergeney
that might arise on the mission station. Then afier a thorough
training, they should be able to adapt themselves-to conditions
as they find them in the fields, so that they can be successful.

Just now we meed about twenty families of well-qualified
misslonaries to help us evangelize Angola and the Bolgian
clongo, but they must be practical men and women,—men and
women who can go into the wilds and from the material that
they find at hand build up a mission statiow, establish schools,
and lead souls to Christ. We beg annd plead for this kind
of help— W. H. Anderson.,

A Letter From the Afriean Frontier

Aw Jast we are at home, if you can eall & hut on a new
migsion station, a home! We were especially blessed, for we
made tho long journey of five days up the river and had only
one little shower of rain. The trip was made by barge, a
long, narrow, flat-bottomed boat, with & hood over the center
toward the front, Four natives stbod in fromt and eight be-
hind und paddied-where the water wag deep, but where it wss
ghallow enough they poled. The natives were always ready
for a swim, and whenever we ¢ame to a quiet pool where they
eould be sure that there were no “avocks” near, they had a
glovions time in the water.

The scenery along the way was very commonplace, There
were a few gardens of green corn. But the sunsets were some-
thing that we shall always remember. They were the most
beautiful that we had ever seen.

The river is full of “hippos ” and “erocks.” At one place
where we eamped, we had jmst pitehed the tent and the boys
were starting the fire when we heard a “hippo” snort in the
river. We discovered that tho bank of the river at this place

was filled with holes mado by these large animals as they
" eame out of the river, We felt a little easier when we heard
this partienlar one going farther up the gtream. You see, we
did not carry any firearms. The litlo money I had, T used
to buy a magle lantern. So far I feel well repaid for my
i)urehase.

As we neared our destination seven *hippos” poked their
heads up out of the river, and some of them were quite too
close for onr comfort. The boys lad pushed out inte the
middle of the stream as = kind of grand finale, for they
hitherto had hugged the bank quite closely. If amy of those
big animals had wanted to play with the lbarge, we eould not
hiave stopped them, and we should have had some difficulty in
reaching land, as we counted five “ecrocks” om a sand bar
near. It made me feel as the man who had all his eggs in
one basket must have felt. But we landed without mishap.

Now that we are in a hut gbout seventy yards from the hank
of the tiver, we often hear these animals snovt. As I am
writing thig, the princess has just turned baek from getting

water for fear of a “eorock” too close to the bank of the
" stream. A Doy was taken a few weeks age. He was about
five hundred yards from the house. Brother Bulgin caught a
gmall ene in a fish trap the other day. It was a sight to see
i strike with s tail. The blow would throw the ohject vight
info its awfal jaws.

When we arvived at Sesheke, we found two stores, a mission,
a government station, and a native village. The chief of this
village 38 a brother of the Barotse king, and he has been to
England. When we ecalled to see him, we found he had the
most heautiful native houge we ever daw, and European furni-
ture in it. We had to wait a Hittle for him while he put onhis
best elothes. -When any of his people come to greet him,
they must sit down and elap their hands in royal salute.

The French Protestant people have a nice mission here. The
flowers and fruit trees are looking fine. As we passed by
their little brick ehureh, we heard the boys singing. These
missionaries have algo dene a good work for the givls., The
head teacher, who is very well educated for a mative, married
a granddaughter of the old queen, and hag received the title
of ‘prince.

The traders arc buying hundreds of ecattle now, in prepara-
fion for a big drive to Angela. One man who went by with a
herd of ome thousand was espeeially kind to us. He gave us
three chairs, two doors, some fruit, and somo mitk. He alse
helped me to get change, which was a big favor.

Tho people are proud and very hard to work for. They are
extremely lazy. They will rest while there i the most urgent
work to be done. They build their villages on sandy spots, and
surround each hut with a very high reed fence. They say that
the white ants do not bother so badly when they build on sand.
Duving the eatly spring mdst of the eoumtry is under water.
Tu fact, the river has been known to rise and overflow the spot
where I am sitting in this hut.

This was the worst hut we ever moved into. It is filled with
white ants, The walls are covered with their runways, and we
eamuiot seem to get the Lest of them. T replastered one room,
in the hope of keoping them down, The plagter peeled off and
T tried auother coat, but they ave still the masters, Wherever
we caw, we stand our few possessions on tins. The cloth, which
was made of two big pithon skins, slipped off the tin the other
night and was destroyed. One night I forgoet to safeguard my
shoes, and the ants were alroady under them when my wife
noticed them. Every day the dirt and ants drop down on the
bed, and onto the table while we eat. We could not get the
dirt out of the grass roof, fry as we would. L.

About seventy-five yards from the honse is a swamp pool
that cannot be drained. When the river is full, wo must go
to the cattle kraal in a eamoe, for it is located on the other
gide -of the swamp, about two thousand yards from the house.

We hope to be able to live here for we like it. We take five
grains of quinine cvery day and sleep under a net and there
are sercens on the hut, so we hope to avoid the fever. The
school is growing too, although we have been heve but three
weeks,

Recently T took a trip of five days on the river to visit one
of the village schools. The teacher was so tired that he could
not stand up while he was translating for mé, But we are
all doing our best, and arc thankful for the help and prayers
of our people in the homeland.— S, M. Konigmacher,

The Buggestion Corner

ARE you having a program simply for the sake of a program?
This is indeed a low ideal, if there is such a thing as a low
ideal. A program ig worth little, unless it tonches the life,
unless it nourishes the sonl or inspires te aetion. Every pro-
gram, then, shonld in some way be surrounded by an atmos-
phere that is distinetly spiritnal, '

The more freedom there is among the young poople thom-
selves, the more easily can this end be gained. For instance,
make it a common thing to have seasons of prayer, a ntmber
of sentence prayers instead of ealling upon some one of out-
standing Christian experience fo lead in prayér; or have anl
informal time, when the members feel free to express opinions
on the subjeet Presented or when they tell of those things which
have touched their own lives for goed or for evil; such besti
menies will influence the lives of others. Response is one of th
geerets for an inspirational program, and response can he mad,
a natural spontanoous part of tho program, The habit helps
Pray, and plan your meetings, whatever the subject may be
50 that they will call forth the best that the young people hav
to offer. ’
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