he Church Officers’ Gasette

VoL. XE

AUGUST, 1925

No. 8

The Church Officers’ Gazette

Isaued monthly
Printed and published by the

EEVIEW AND HERALD PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
at Takoma Park, Washington, D. C., U. 8. A,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Yearly Subscription - - - - .90
Clubs of two 01 more copies to one address, one year - - - 75
EvtroR - - - - - - - T, H. BowEN

Associate EpiTons - - - M E. Kern, J. A. BTEVENS

EPITDRIAT, CDUNCIL

0. MONTGOMERY ¢. K, MEYERS B. E. BEDDOE

Entered as second—class matter, January 20, 1914, at the post office at
Washington, D C., under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879.

Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in
See, 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on June 232, 1918,

Chureh Officers’ General
Ingtruction Depaviment

Special Appointments for the Month of
August

Home Foreign — Foreign Translation Fund Oftering, August 1
Edueational Day ... e etiesFaRetan st enams eSO e st s Angust 8

“Try ‘the Spirits

“ BELOVED, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gome out
into the world” 1 Johm 4: 1, )

This eounsel from God is still present truth for the church.
It applies asg forcefully today as in the early church.. These
false spirits, inspiring false prophets, are still here in the
world. God says “ believe not” every spirit. And further,
this word says “try” them, And how shall we try them?
There is 1o other way than by the word of God, that revealed
through the true messengers of God. And explieit instruetion
is given us how to test a false prophet, or any one coming
along with a message claiming it is from the Lord., For him
to claim it is direet from the Lord, is no proof that & 5. This
ig the point to be proved. Every false prophet from the days of
Moses has claimed he was sont of God, that God had given
him a very important message to bear — most usually to God’s
chogen people. Christ alse said, ““Take heed that no man
degeive you.” “For there shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets.”, Therefore it is no sin o try the messengers who
eolne claiming to speak for God. No guilt attaches to not be-
lieving every sueh one, until thoroughly tested. The word
makes clear, the .rather, that we should test them — unless we
desire to be deeeived.. '

How Are‘ We'to Know Palse Megsages?

“1If thou say in thzne heart How shall we know the Word
which the Lord hath nof spoken? When' a prophet speaketh
in the name of the Lord if the thing follow not, nor come fo
‘pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the
prophet hath spoken it presumptucusly: thou shalt not be
afraid of him.” Deut, 18; 21, 22

Here the, test is given that the thing prophesied of, if from
the Lord, will surely come to pass —the thing foreteld shall
be fulfilled. But suppose the predietion -is for a long time?
‘What about the time while waiting? - Wait, The test comes
by waiting. If from the Lord, some word will have been
given that will surely comé, to pass, before the more important
predictions are dues " If the smaller prelimindry predietions

fail, then this word says the person has spoken presumptuously.
Be not afraid of him,

A Prediction May Come Trie, and Yet the Prophet
Be False

Again, on the other hand, a prophet may prediet something
that does come to pass, and yet be a false prophet. In this
case the plain word of God itself reveals the falsity of his
message,

“Tf thers arise among you a prophet, or a dreamoer of dreams,
and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder
eome to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go
after ofher gods, which thon hast not known, and let us serve
them; thou ghalt net hearken unto the wexrds of that prophet.

. Ye shall walk after the Lord your God, and fear Him,
and keep Hig commandments.” Deut. 13: 1.4,

We are to test the message by the revealed will of God
given in His infallible Ward, “ To the law and fo the festi-
mony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them.” JYsa. 8: 20,

The very law of CGod forbids having any other gods besides
the God who created the heavens and the earth; that we are
not to bow down to them nor serve them. Henee, even though
some notable sign may be foretold, and the thing agctually
take place, we may at once know that the messenger is not sent
by the Lord, because the thing to be proved is in direet con-
tradietion to what God has already given us asg His will in
Hig Word, And by that we may know a false j)rophet is
before us.

A very recent example just comes to hand from Burma il
lugtrating this same point. Brother H. B. Hare writes that he
had just returned from another visit with the old Klee Bow
bishop, where two or three years age it was discovered that
these people had been tanght fo keep the seventh-day Sabbath.
Recently the old bishop had a vision, the translation of which
Brother Hare gives as follows:

“ DEaR FDLLOWERS OF ELkE Bow: Rememher all that I tell
you. On the fifteenth of August, at one o’clock in the morn-
ing, there was an eclipse of the moou. Three weeks and two
days after this ¥ saw the Lord coming to me, and he said, ¢ Teil
all the Klee Bowites to keep my sabbath on the day that the
other nations call the third [Tuesday]. - Those who do not rest
will I eall back, but those that do rest, w1]l I cande to become
great in the earth, and they shall be my valiant soldiere.”

Who needs any evidence further than this message itself to
prove that it was a Palse vision, that it was not the Lord at all
who had appeared unto him?% The fourth commandment itself
plainly brands this man as a false prophet, No further evi-
dence is needed. ‘ ’

Messages of True Prophets Not Conflicting

~ Can ‘the Lord use more than one, prophet at the same time?
He has on more than, one oceasion, yet with no eonflict in'their
messaged or Work

In the days-of Ehgah and Elisha therc Were many servants
gpoken of as prophﬁts There were even schools mentioned as
“the schools. of the prophets,” which were condueted in different
localities throughout the tribes of Israel. And a very dis
tinguighing thing about the veeord.of this time is that there
seems t¢ have been s perfeet organization among these proph-

ets, so that their work was carried forward harmoniously. They

recoguizeéd one as being their leader. Elisha and the schools
of the prophets. were subjeet fo Elijah until he was trans-
lated, and then the companies of prophets recognized Elisha
as their leader, when he returned from that tranglation scene
across the Jordan, bearing Elijah’s mantle. And, ioo, they
a1l had, at, least on some occasions, the same messages from
God; for as the two visited the companies together for the last
time, each company tock Elisha aside.to tell him how that
Elijah was to be taken from him that day. And in each in-
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stance Eligha informed them that he lmew it, and told them to
hold their peace,

Again, in the years preceding the Babylonian enptivity, God
raised up various messengers to forewarn Israel of the judg-
ments to be visited upon them hecause of their idelatry and
ging, some hearing messages contempeoraneously, Jeremiah,
Damiel, Obadiah, and Ezekiol overlapped in their ministrations
from the years 629 f{o about 534 B, c. Also Mieah, Nahum,
Hosex, and Isalah were deliverimg thelr messages from the
Lord in the years 785-698 B. ¢, during which period their
ministrationg overlapped a portion of the time. Yet no con-
flict appears in the rceord given of their work, nor in the
messages borne, It is interesting to note, however, that the
Lord’s plan seems to have been to send ohe messonger at a
time to His people, at least while delivering the hurden of his
testimony, T, E. B,

(To be continued)

A Lay Bible Worker

LeT me sing you a song of g lay Bible worker:
Unknown, unapplauded, by all save his Lord,

He works on the railroad, an engineer worthy,
And safe in his poeket he earries God’s Word,

“ You've ne’er had a mishap??” asks one fellow worker,
. “QOh, no,” says our brother; “nor expeet one, I say.”
“ But whence such assuranee, when luck is so fitfulg
“ Because,” says our brother, ¥ I’ve learned how to pray.”

“Wil you pray for me too??” “ Ah, yes, I will, brother,
. I'll pray for your soul, that in making life’s run
You'll learn of the way unto life everlastiug;
I#’'s a way straight, but blessed, this way I’ve begun”

% Take this sandwich of ham,” gays another cempanion.
“ Oh, no,” says our brother, “ my Bible tells me
That ham is not best for my health, and God wants me
To have perfect health in His socrvice, you see.”

“ What ahout SBaturday?” T work not on Sabbath,
Because in God’s Word ’tis called * God’s holy day.
And ng work should be done by God’s servants ypon it,
So T've asked Him to help me to keep it alway.”

.Thus it goes with our brother from year’s end to year’s end,
He is humble and simple, respected hy all,

His life’s a true witness, bis words few and well chosen,
And sure his rewsrd when ghall come the roll call,

He ig one. I might sing of a multitude werking
Just humbly and sweetly, unknown and wnsung;
JAnd not 1l the great reeord books are all opened
Shall we know of the work these lay members have dons.

Let us love them, and teach them, and bless them as onward
‘We travel together, each doing his best,

"Till there sound in our ears tie sweet words of the Master,
“ Well done, good and faithful, come, enter My rest.”

Mgs, B. E. CoxnNERLY,
Alerandria, Va.

The Church Clerk

Tuk chureh clerk, or secretary, may he one of the most
effestive working factors in behalf of the chureh., Like the
eapable, working seeretary in all kinds of organizations, he
or- she should be the most aetive, ‘thorough, constant burden-
beater of all the offieials. Other chureh officers may be,
and nsuzlly are, more in the community limelight, but upon
none doeg the success of the organization depend more than
upon the way the secretary conducts his or her work. The
clerk’s work may, and should be as the small speck of leaven
in the large body of dough, unseen, unrecognized; yet without
itithere ¢an be no expansion.

The chureh clerk is pre-eminently the servant of the chureh,
hut his or ker ordinary work is so simple and so defined, it
often appears, to many, to be of minor importance. Many
seem to think any one will d¢ for church clerk, providing he
ean write fairly well, But the ability simply to write s of
far less fmportance than the more neeessary qualifications;
for, after all, it is the prompt, proper performance of the
simple' things that produces the great things. It is a simple,
edsy thing to strike s mateh—rats and mice often do that;
but a match properly used must be handled by mind-directed

hands. Good senge with a balanced spiritual experiemce i
needed in the elerk’s work ag mueh as in any other church
official eapacity.

The clerk, in a sense, immortalizes the acts of the church
through his records, and stands in constant danger of being in-
strumental in speiling the chances of immortal life for some
of the absent members of the fold, through megleet, or im-
properly communicated faets. The clerk’s work iz of a sealing
nature, He records the things done, and in communicating
these things to those affected, may seal their spiritual welfare
favorably or unfavorgbly.

The general nature and seepe of the details of the work of
a church clerk depends upon the size of the church. In a gmali
ehyrch where official material is searce, the elerk may alse be
the treasurer of the ehurch, while in large churehes there is
often more writing and record work thar oxe person can do,
and it is found necessary to have an assistant clerk who, of
conrse, works under the direction of the head clerk. But in
all churches, there are simple, easy, yet very important mechan-
ical and voutine things for clerks faithfully and accurately
to do,

The rvegular church record hook iz to be acemrately and
neatly kept up to date. In additiom te the names of the mem.
bers being kept in the regular chureh reeord book, they should
be entered alphabetieally in am address book, go that at any
time the clerk, or any officer of the church, may know where
every member can be reached by telephone or letter. In this
address hook, a column should be provided for dates of Tecports
received from all absent memberg; and, through the faithfulness
of the clerk in keeping in eommunication with these members,
the church should have a report from all of them as often as
onee a quarter, and these reports should be placed in the hands
of the elder for quarterly meeting purpeses, if desirved.

The clerk being the organized chanmel through whom much
of the gemeral mformation pertaining to absent members and
the buginess of the ehurch must eome, he is naturally, in a
very practical way, in toueh with every phage of the chureh
worl,

While the clder {or elders) constitutes the head of the
church and has the general and the spiritual inferests as his
work, the clerk eamnot escape respensibility in spiritwal work,
a8 he or she deals in every way with absent members;
and while the deacons are principally charged with the finaneial
and mechanical interests of the church, the clerk should feel
interested and vitally coneerned in securing iithes, offerings,
and Harvest Imgathering reports from absent members. With
Christian diplomacy and conseerated taet, the clerk should im~
press the absent members with the faet that a nonreporfing
member canact be in good standing in any ehwreh, and that in
harmeny with the recommendation of the General Conference,
guch members are to be dropped after a perlod of two years, if,
after faithful endeavor by the church to eommunicate with
them, no report can be received as to whereabouts and spiritual
standing.* It, therefore, belongs to the ecompetent clerk in
his eommunications, to teach absent members that while tithe
paying is not & test of fellowship, it is a good index to one’s
real faith in, and consecration to, the cause it represents,

The active, conseientious clerk, therefore, is, by virtue of the
work possible for him to do, a source of reliable information
for all other church officers, and should be, ay far as possible,
selected from those of experience; for the work of the elerk
should be far more than merely mechanically keeping the ordi-
nary, printed records and writing out the minufes of the shurch
business mestings, and the regular monthly church officers’
(or church hoard) ,meetings, To do such things properly is
an important church work, but to be all things to all members,
present and absent, is a great and important work to which &
lay member ig called, The office of ehurch clerk, therefore,
can he go magnified, through service, that it ranks high with
the other offieial positions iu the chureh for possibilities of
good, D. W. Reavis.

Washington, D, C.

* The action referred to here was passed May 80, 1005, at the
General Conference session held in Washingion, I, C,, and thiy sce.
tion reads ag follows: * And, further, we believe it would be advis.
able in cuses where members do not report to their home chyrch for
a perlod of two years, and their whereabouts and standing cannot,

after due efforts, be ascertained, that their names be dropped from
the chureh record.”— Eb.
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Bome Missionary Bepartment

FOREIGN FIELDS AT HOME

Suggestive Outline for Iome Missionary
Service
(Sabbath, August 1}

OpENING Sowe: “ I'll Go Where You Want Me to Go,” No. 566,
“ Chrigt in Song.”
Prayer: Close with the Lord’s prayer in concert.
Brief Report of Missienary Work Done in July.
Offering to be taken at the elose of serviee,
Song: ¢ Bringing in the Bheaves,” No, 583, * Christ in Song.”
Bible Study or Sermon hy Minigter: If desired, the arrange-
ment here given may be followed:
“ Foreign Missions Near By,” Elder B, P. Hoffman.
“ Win Your Foreign Neighbor,” G. C. Hoskin.
Recitation: © The Big Problem.”
« Mission Fields at Home,” Mrg, H. G. White,
“The Translation Fund” Elder M., N. Campbell.
Oftering for the Foreign Translation Fund.
Closiug Seng: “ Harvest Time,” No. 588, ¥ Christ in Song”
Benedietion.
' Note to Leaders

The home missionary service on the fivst Sabbath in Augwvst
is dedicated to the comsideration of our respomgibility to do
everything within our power te get the third angel’s message
before the millions of foreign-language-speaking people in
Ameriea, We have made a good beginning, but only a begin-
ning, Literature is doing & wonderful work in reaching these
people with our message, and other languages should be added
to the list we are already printing. The editions are small
and the cost iy therefore larger than with our English pub-
lications. Money is needed for imitial expense, ineluding the
transtation work, and this money is provided from the Forelgn
Translation Fund, The offering taken on the first Sabbath in

August is the only offering to this work during the year, and

henee should be a gemerous onc. We are asking our churches
to raise an average of only tweniy-five cents a member for
this fund this year, and one half of this amount is to be re-
jained by the local church treasurer to be used in purchasing
foreign literature for missionary work in the place where the
church ig loeated, The other half is to be sent to the conferenee
treasurer with other funds, and ecarvefully marked, “ Foreign
Translation Pund.” Ten thousand dollars should be provided
for the ecoming year’s needs, and npon our church officers resis
the tagk of seeuring it at the time of this serviee, We have
endeavored to provide a variety of helpful material for the
serviee, and the serviee outlined may be ehanged to suit the
needs of the chureh.

The Gospel Includes All

1. To what classes is the threefold mesgage of Revelation 14
to got Rev. 14: 6, 8, 9,

2, ‘Where are these people to be found? Tuke 14:23.

3. Is our work for these nations, kindreds, tongues, and peo-
ples eonfined to far-away lands? Aets 1: 8. Answer,— We are
to begin witnessing in our own ecommunify,— Jerusalem,— then
to more distant places.

4. On what roek did the Jewish church make shipwreek?
John 4:9. .dng—— Their dispesition to despise other nation-
alities. They consequently had no interest in working for their
salvation. There is much the same attitnde taken today toward
other nationalities. This ig displayed in the use of such seorn-
ful terms as “ Dago,” “ Sheeny,” ¢ Greaser,” ete.,,— terms which
no Chtistian should ever utter.

5. How has Jeswg identified Himself with the despised of
earth? Matt, 25: 40,

6. Will some of these people who are uneducated and without
much light be reached by the gospel? Zech, 13:6; Rev. 7: 9.

7. Do we have the same responsibility to work for the for-
eigners here in America ag for those across the sea?

NoTE— “ While plans are being carvied ocut to warn the
inhabitants of varicus nations in distant Jands, what is Dbeing
done in behalf of the foreigners who have come to the shores
of our own land? Are the souls in China any more precious
.than the souls within the shadew of owr own doors?”— Mrs.
E. Q. White, in Pacific Union Recorder.

8. Ts this liue of work productive of results?

Nore—TFor the past seven . years these foreign-language-
speaking pecple in the United States aud Canada have been
flowing. into our ranks.at the rate of more than eleven hundred

each year, For the number of workers engaged in their behalf,
the returns are 20 per cent higher than from work among the
older stoek of residents. The foreign-language-speaking breth-
ren now constitute about one sixth of the denominational mem-
bership in the United States and Canada.

Foreign Missions Near By

“ Amprican life and the Chrigtian ehureh have never met a
more gevers and searching test,” is the conelusion Dr, Robert
E. 8pecr reaches in his recent report of the Commission on
Swrvey of Foreign Students in the United States, after inves-
tigations in this fleld eovering three years of time. The state-
ment refers to the presence in ihis country of thousands of
students from other lands, and is just as true concerning the
milliong of other forcigners here, who, in the words of the
report, had not found “the Christianity aequired from Amer-
jean missionaries, . . . copfirmed by the Christianity they met
in the land which sent the missionaries forth.” Dr. Speer adds,
“They will not earry back what they do not get, and they
will not get what we eannot or de not give them.”

Over and over again we have heen told that it is in the
providence of God that many of these peoples are here in
America, and that the purpose of it is that they might heve
learn the truth for this time, and be fitted to carry it hack to
their native lands. How ean they carry it back unless we
who know it give it to them?

There is still a large percentage of these foreigners who, if
they are ever to receive a knowledge of the message, must re-
gelve it in their own tomgue. In a publication of the United
States Bureau of Education, it is pointed ouwt that in the
first two million men drafted for the United States Army in the
recent war, & total of 200,000 eould not read their orders or
underatand them when delivered, That year it was estimated
that there were three million adult immigrants in this eountry
who eould not understand nor speak English; and nine million
were reading almost exclusively the foreign-language news-
papers. When it eomes to appealing to their religious instinets,
there is a much larger proportion of our population whe are
absolutely dependent on languages other than English,

The use of foreign-language literature for getting the mes-
sage to these peoples is no longer in the experimental stage,
The soul-saving valuee of such endeaver has been demonstrated.
This literature s purehased and read with avidity, and many
are rejoieing in the truth as a result. As these foreigners find
the light, they invariably begin sending the tracts, papers, and
books across the water to paremts, brothers, sisters, and neigh-
bors. It is impossible to estimate the value of this silent min-
istry in cur task of preaching the gospel to every ereature.
Within the last few weeks s letter has come from old Greece
that gives a glimpse of the earnest activity of one seeker after
truth who received Greck literature from a eousin in Ameries,
and iy earrying it inte village after village. He reports that
everywhere the people have eome to await the arrival of more
literature with anxiety, and read with reverenee and greaf
interest. Though unxeported, similar scenes are doubtless being
enacted in many lands, through the prayerful efforty of faithful
members in our home churches, as their means will permit,’
There are opportunities £or all of ug to de more for the spirit-
ually starved and lonely foreigmers about us, and thus open
channels through which the .saving grace and the glorious eom-
ing of our Saviour may be made known, hoth near and afar,
A liheral offering om Sabbath, August 1, will be a great help
in providing lterature for more of these needy and appreciative
peoples. B. P. HorFMan,

Becreiary for Miscellancous Languages.

Touching Up or Plowing Under

“Now ye the Pharisees cleanse the outside.” Loke 11: 38,
A, R. V. There is a serious thought in the mind of Lowell,
when he says: “Men are generally move desirons of being
improved in their portraits than in their characters.” Por-
traits ean be touched up, but charaeters have to bhe plowed
under by ‘the Spirit of God.— Elizabeth B. Stansfield, in the
Christian ddvooate.
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Win Your Foreign Neighbor

Tuw special day for the presentation of our foreign literature
work to the churches and their response with an offering, has
proved a great blessing to those honest-hearted, dear souls who
are leoking for truth, but who ecannot read the English language,

For several years this plan has heen followed, with the result
that several of our small books are now ready in a number of
languages, and every year brings new beoks in new languages.
Still these people are in great need of more literature. While
we now have “ Steps to Chrigt” in twenty-one languages, we
need it in a dozen more. “ The World’s Hope,” now in twelve
languages, is needed in many more, “ The Bible Made Plain”
is now ready in geven lamguages, and a score more of these
nationalities would welcome it. “ His Glorious Appearing?” is
heing published in twelve languwages, and a numher of other
nationalities appeal with open arms for it in their language.
So we might go on down the list with hook after hook.

It is te he regretted that we cannot presemt to these dear
people more of our truth-filled literature in their mother tongue.
Iast year the offering made it possible to print nine hooks in
new languages, Your response this year should measure up to
the eall that comes to us for many more.

The funds gathered in at this time are used in paying for
the translating of these hooks, and the need is very greatf.

Some of these languages have only one of these little books,
some have only two, some only three or four. We have such
a wealth of literature in the English. 8hall we not share these
hlegsings with those of other languages whe have eome to our
land for, as we are told in the spirit of prophecy, this very
purpose?

One fine young man comes to my mind now, who eame fo
Amertea, beeame interested, attended our school, received his
aduveation, and, last year, returned to his mother eountry as a
trained and consecrated minjster. The literature in his own
languwge was instrumental in interesting him in the truth,

Qur presses at Brookfield are now working long hours into
the night. Our sales so far this year are double those of last
year for the same period. With thirty-five million people —
<ne third of the population of the United States— speaking a
foreign language, it is ¢lear that there is a great work to do
right here in our own eouniry.

Right now the people need ten of thess books where they
have but one. Can we not make the offering this year a reeord
one, and then make & record year for our foreign puhlishing
work? G. C. HosxiN, General Manager,

International Publishing House, Brookfield, Il.

The Big Problem

Hr's 2 Hunkie or & Wop, he’s a Dago or a Greek,

And the langnage of our country is a tengue he eannot speak,

Tle has sought the land of freedom, for the dream is in his
hreast,

And he’s groping rather blindly for the things he knows are
best.

He’s a power for good or evil; he will hate us or revere,

And become a friend or traitor, from the way we treat him here.

ﬁe has heard about our country in a vague and hazy way,
s the land where men are happy and where little children
 play;
But he’s strange to all the customs that surround him now he’s
here .
And he misses much that’s spoken, but he understands a sneer.
‘He would like to do as we do, bt he doesn’t quite know how,
And he’ll never grow to like us if we all negleet him now.

“There’s a mighty foree within him, if we only unlierstood;

“We can spurn it to our danger, or can mold it to our good;

We can turn our backs upen him, or can make of him a friend,

“Whe will come 40 speak our language and the ﬂag we love de-
fend.

‘Bat it’s not enough to pay him for the laber of his hand;

“We must teagh him all our customs till he learns. to love our
land.

He’s a Hunkie or a 'Wop, he’s a Dago or a Greek,

But he’s very busy thinking, though his thoughts he cannot
speak.

In the future hell he something,— that is true of évery man,—

And the blame may be upon us if he’s not American,

So let’s make of him a Yankee, and lst's treat him ag a friend,

And let’s teach him love of freedom — it will pay us in the end.

— Bdgar 4. Guest,

Mission Fields At Home

(A portion of a talk hy Mrs, B, G. White before the Pacific
Union Conference, Mountain View, Calif., Jan. 28, 1910}
SoME have expressed a desire during thig conference to send

a large amount of means to China for the support of the work
in that eountry, It is right and proper that means be gent to
China. God’s people are to act their part faithfully in warning
that field, and many other fields in various paris of the earth.
Already 2 beginning has been made in many important mission
fields in the regions heyond, and God is giving His servants
some measure of sucecss in winning souls, As the workers ad-
vanee in faith, they will find that the Lord is going hefore them
hy His Holy Spirit, preparing the hearis of many to listen to
the truths presented.

But while plans are heing carried out to warn the inhabitants
of various nations in distant lands, what is heing done in he-
half of the foreigners who have come to the shores of our own
land? Axrxe the souls in China any more precious than the souls
within the ghadow of our doors? God’s people are to lahor
faithfully in distant lands, as His providence may open the
way; and they are also to fulfil their duty toward the foraigners
of various nationalities in the cities close by.

Those in responeibility must now plan wisely to proclaim the
third angePs message to the hundreds of thousands of foreign-
ers in the citles of America. God desives His servants to do
their full daty toward the unwarned inhabitants of the eities,
and espeeially toward those who have come to these cities from
the various nations of the earth. Many of these foreigners
are here in the providence of God, that they may have oppor-
tunity to hear the truth for this time, and receive a prepara-
tion that will fit them to return to their own lands as bhearers
of precious light shining direct from the throne of God.

Although the needs of the great centers of populatmn have
been presented hefore our people over and over again, yet com-
parativoly little has been done. Who iz answerable for this
neglect? Brethren, consider how you ean ever expeet to be
elear jmn the sight of a just and holy God, if you leave these
cities unwarned. Very few of the ministers are carrying for-
ward strong, aggressive work in these large eenters where so
many thousands are In need of the saving truths we have to
proelaim. The meang that should be used to carry the message
to the cities, seems to be taken away, and used where it per-
haps omght not to be used. But where is seen a burden in
behalf of these cities that have long heen pointed out as places
that must be worked without delay? Who will take up the
burden of this work, Who will lahor faithfvlly to set a right
example before the inhabitants of onr centers of population?

Great benefits. would come to the cause of God in the regions
beyond, if faithful effort were put forth in behalf of the eities
in Americs. Among the foreigners of various mnationalities
who would accept the truth, there are some who might goon be
fitted to labor among those of their own native land, ‘ Many
would return to the plaees from which they came, that they
might win their friends to the truth. They would search out
thetr kinsfolk and neighbors, and communicate to them a
knowledge of the third angel’s message.

In New York; in Chicago, and in other great centers of pop-
ulation, there is a large foreign element — mulfitudes of various
nation:lities, and all practically unwarned. Among Seventh-
day Addveniists there is a greai geal-—and I am not soying
there is any too much — to work i foreign coundries; but i
would be pleaging to God if a proportionsie zeal were mani-
fested o work the oities .olose by, His people need to move
Salilsibly. They need to set about this' werk in the cities with
serious earnestness. Men of consecration and talent are to be
sent into these cities; and set’ at work, Many classes of labor-
ers are to unite in condueting these efforts to warn ‘the people.
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The Translation Fund

Tug sunual collection to be used in publishing foreign lit-
erature, is to be taken in the churches Awgust 1. This fund
has been the means of bringing many forsign-language-speaking
people to the truth, as it made possible the printing at reason-
able rates of traets and small books in thirty different lan-
guages; and this literature has been widely distributed, with
the resulting inflow of thousands of new believers.

Evidently the day of the foreigners has coms, for they are
responding remarkably to the eall of the Lord. During the last
seven years 7,733 of these people have been baptized into the
message, an average of 1,100 a year. We now have 350 foreign-
langnage-speaking churches in North America, and there are
many mote of these people scattered among our English-speak-
ing churches,

In churches located where the members have aceess to com-
munities of foreigners, half of the amount realized from this
collection. may be retained in the loeal church treasury to be
used for the purchase of literature for circulation among these

people. The other half is to be passed on through the local and

union conference freasuries to the General Cenference.

It i5 to be hoped that ehurches loeated near foreign-language-
speaking communities, will make use of this opportunity to get
work started among their foreign neighbors.

Dear brethren and sisters, let us help this growing work by
giving a liberal offering on August 1, to enable us to supply
additional literature to bring this fruth to those who have not
vet heard of it. M. N. CAMPBELL.

More Good News From Jamaica

A Frw months ago a German sister of California was im-
pressed that she should return to her native home in Jamaica,
to give tha message to the people in the district where she
formerly resided. She followed that impression; and the Lord
hag greatly blessed her labors as she has visited from home fo
home, A company of twelve Sabbath keepers has already been
gathered out at Seaford Town as a result of her efforts; and
many others are deeply coneerned about their relation to the
megsage for this time,

The result of the sister’s eonsecrated work, reminds me of
the statement on page 606 of “ The Great Controversy,” which
EEREE

“ Thug the message of the third angel will be proclaimed.
As the time comes for it to be given with greatest power, the
Lord will work through humble instruments, leading the minds
of those who consecrate themselves to Hig gervice. The laborers
will be qualified rather by the unetion of His Spirit than by
the training of literary institutions. Men of faith and prayer
will be constrained to go forth with holy #zeal, declaring the
words which God gives them. The sins of Babylon will be laid
open. The fearful regults of enforcing the observances of the
elmrech by eivil authority, the inroads of Spiritualism, the

stealthy, but rapid progress of the papal power,—all will be

unmagked. By thege solemn warnings the people will be stirred,
Thousands wupon thousands will listen who have never heard
words Iike these.”

‘When the writer vigited the company mentioned above, he
found the whole distriet stirred with the message; and while
the majority of these people are commected with the Catheolie
Church, we confidently expect that many will take their stand
under the banner of ¥ the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus.”

One family, which accepted the message and moved to Amer-
ica, has given the Jamaiea Conference a five-acre eultivation,
on the condition that we put forth definite effort to proclaim

_the message to the German poeople of that distriect. We are
planning to do this by establishing & school on this tract of
land, and by continuing to develop the interest which has al-
ready been started.

These evidences of the working of the Spirit of God are
tokens of the time just before us, when the megsage will be
proclaimed with great power; and they encourage us to press
forward earnestly with plans for the finishing of the work in
this part of the Lord’s vinsyard.

Mrs, Wood and I were stopping overnight at a hotel; and, as
T began to write this article, she said, “T belleve I will get

acquainted with the white lady sitting upon the veranda As
I finished the last paragraph, she returned, telling me that this
lady is a German living at Seaford Town, and is a member of
the Presbyterian- Church, When Mrs, Wood talked to her eon-
cerning some phases of the truth, she was much interested;
and when she learned about our plan to establish a school at
that place, she expressed anxiety to send her children %o it.
We look npon this experience ag another indication that the
Lord is pointing in that direetion, and desives us to start work
in this German settlement. C. B, WooD,

Hand-Picking in Home Missions

Racr relations tend ic take care of themselves when men
know each other, and sit down together to confer on common
interests. Hach church should be an agency of neighborliness
and gerviece In its own environment, We are reminded again of
the fondamental need of personol religion, incarnate in human
fallowship, as the great need of our home missions fisld today.

There is danger lest Bigness may run away with vs. The
immigrant who comes to Ametican cannot take in America all
at once; institutions, organizations, and missions have little
meaning t¢ him; what he wants is a friend, a bed, a meal,
2 job, a coat,

A deputation of Japanese came once to America to discover
what things, if any, might be taken back to their country for
imitation and reproduction there. They could see omr banks
and learn our methods of banking; they could vigit our great
mills and faetories, and report on inventions, machinery, de-
vices, efficieney, expertness; they could visit our great stores
and mercantile establishments, and learn the Ameriean ways
of doing husiness; they eould inspect our schooly from ths kin-
dergarten to the university, and note our educational policies
and methods; they could even see our church edifices, and the
bnildings and grounds which serve extensgive charities and phi-
lanthropies; but they could not see Christianity, for they were
not invited into Christian homes; they did not lesrn through
personal contact and friendly intercourse, the motives, the
gprings of conduet, and the fundamental beliefs of Christian
men and women. And so these distinguished Japanese visitors
returned to their eountry recommending the importation of
many Ameriean products, and the adoption of many American
ways; but they did not recorunend that Japan should heeome
Chrigtian as Ameriea ig,

The danger is, even in the prosecution of missions, that
Christianity be institutionalized, and men meet institutions
rather than find Christians,

The Message

It is an old sbtory that Jesus gave to men — a Life rather
than law. e did not organize o chureh; He gathered about
Him diseiples and sent forth apostles. "The church came after-
ward, organized by Paul. Jesus did not draw up a constitu-
tion and bylaws; e told men to love one another, and to serve,
and declared that the greatest among them was not he who
held some high office, or carried the porifolio of state, hut he
whe was gimple and humble and teachable, and ready to serve.

The message must reach every church, every pastor, overy
Sabbath school teacher, every individual Chrigtian, that the
gervice which individualg render to individuals in personal eon-
tacts and persomal relations, iz the finest kind of service the
world has ever known. Xer the sake of that kind of service
Jeaus took upon Himgelf flesh, and became “ as o servant” and
lived among men;

The Means

There can be no substitute for self. Money is easy to give
— 1t is hard enough for sems peopls, and yet, comparatively
speaking, it is far easier to give monay than fo give gelf. Jesus
#id at one time ask a young man to part with all his property,
distrihuting it to the peor, in order that that young man might
really discover the value of higz own self, and whether or not
he. was willing to give that; and Jesus also stated at ene time
that the biggest gift of all was the gift of self, up to the very
limit of dying for some one else. Missions need far more than
old clothes that ean be Tummaged out of garrets; or ecold pieces
which can be parted with when the feast is over; missions
require far more than money even; indeed the money is of little
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value save a8 it i converted into the priceless offering ol
somebody’s setf, in the person of the missionary.

Local churches must.realize anew — whether great or small
—-that genuine misgionary opportunities lie right about them,
irl the giving of self through friendly eontacts and personal
service to the foreigners, to the Negroes, te the Jews,—indeed,
to any and every race, group, and condition of men in the
neighborhood

The Ideal

Christianity is essentially democratie. Jesus warned His dis-
eiples against seeking place and preferment in the spirit of
drawing distinetions and elaiming superiority., Though coming
to the Jews, and Himself a Jew, His ministry included the
‘Greeks, the Romans, the Syro-Phenicians, and the dwellers of
all the known partg of the world of that day. He wag Universal
Brether, Brother to all men. That is the spivit He gave to His
followers.

The ideal chureh is the one which has within ite fellowship alt
clagses and eenditions of men; all ages, all kinds of attain-
ments, all eolors and racos. The ideal is for each loeal church
to inelude within its ministries all peoples, howsoever diverse
they may he, whe come into ithe neighborhoed and become a
" part of the community.

This ideal means that, in addition tc organized missions
which must be earried on in their great movements and under-
takings, hoth at homme and ahroad, the loeal chureh within its
own environment, through the life and the service of every
member, must fulfil ity apostleship, each member being an
apostle sent forth in the name and the spirit of Christ, to
every individual with whom eontacts and friendly relations can
be established. The gospel is preached best through deeds, and
men are woh most by the intimate touch of hand and heart,—
Alfred Williams Anthony.

Our Chinese Sunday School

Wuen we first atternpted to start work among the Chinese
in our fown, we soon discovered that they weuld not attend
the regular sessions of our Sunday sehool, They said, “ Allee
little boys make fluz of Chinaman. Me no eome, see? ¥

We saw-—and at cnce changed cur plans to an exclusively
Chinese Sunday school, meeting at a different hour from that
of our regular school, And the Chinege said, “ Allee light now;
Chinaman eome.” And they came, all the laundrymen in the
town, some six or eight in number, and gradually, as the matter
came to be known among them, more came from the towns up
and dewn the railroad, even as far as fifty miles away, so that
by and by we had an average attendance of twelve or fifteen
boys, all in their Sunday best.

The Bible, or rather the New Testament, was chosen as our
reading book, and the creed, the Lord’s prayer, and the ten
commandments were rogularly used in the devotional exercises,
selestions frem the « Gogpel Hymus ” ¥ being employed in the
ginging, with piano aecompaniment,

In addition to this, our outfit included a number of alphabet
pieture cards eontaining the capitals and the small letters, with
first lessons in moxesyllabie spelling; also an “ Euglish and
Chinese Reader,” published by the Ameriean Tract Society,
with easy lessons in reading and simple pietorial illustratiens,
This reader was of great use and proved very interesting to
our hoys, the pictures helping out the reading, which was fivst
in English and then in Chinese. As, for example: Here iz a
pigture of a lion cn top of a fallen man, and the reading i,
“What do T sce? I gee o lion., He has a long tail, The Lion
ean kill & man, Have you seen a lion¥ A lion is big,” and so
on. All this appears in the secend column in Chinese. As
our seholars beesme mere advanced, we have for them a Biblieal
eatechism entifled, “ Wasy Questions for Beginners in English
and Chinese,” published at Foochow, by the Methodist Epis-
copal Mission Press, 1883, And this we found very useful.

They soon became cxtremely fond of certain hymns which
we taught them to sing, first in Englizh and then in Chinese, as,
for instance, “Jesus Loves Me,” which ran thus in Chinese,
“ J.Zeh‘m ot ngo wgo she ohi” To hear those boys sing the
chorus was & delight indeed, “ Hai Yehsu ¢i ngo, Hoi ¥ehsu
ot nga” But their greatest accomplishment in a musieal way
wag the singing of “Sabbath Morn™ and “Rafely through

snother week,” set to the musie of ome of their own favorite
national airs,

The school always closed with the Lord's prayer and the
Doxology, “ Praise God from whom all blessings flow,” first in
English and then in Chinese. Menmrf recalls with pleasure
the singular pathos and fervor of those hoys from far-away
Ching, so heartily singing our Doxology in Chinese: * Tsan-mi
Ching-Shin wan-fuk pun-kan, Tsen-Mi Ching-8hin toi-ti wan-
sang.”

A large blackhoard aided vs in teaching them to wrile and
to hecome familiar with our way of figuring and counting.
Trom themselves wo soon loarned something of the Chinese
numerical notation, and these odd charvaeters we always put
on the board beside our pwn. They were very quick at figures,
adding up long columng of four figures with great faeility and
exaetness,

While some of our instruction was given in eoncert, the
greater part was in the hands of the teachers, each Chinese
having his own separate instructor. It was no small task to
take in hand a boy who had just arrived in thig eountry and
knew scarcely a word ef our language, when the teacher knew
as little of Chineso. How was it done?

Well, for my part, T began this way: Sitting down beside
my raw Chinese, I took the alphabet card in hand, pointed to
the first lotter, and said “ A” Then the Chinese very likely
gaid “E’ T shook my head and repeated the gound again and
again until he had it well fixed. Then came “ B,” and this he
would call “D.” Pointing te my lips te have him note how
the sound wasz made, he soon learned that., When we came to
“ FY—-and this he invariably called “ Epfh,”---he would shake
hig head smiling, giving me to understand he would ge no
farther, and pointing back to “ A7 would intimate that he
wanted to say them over again as far as “F,” but no farther.
So, over and over and ever again, I had to go with him, down
to that peint, till I wag weary of the monotencus iteration,
almost beyond endurance, By motions he gave me to under-
stand that he wanted to take the alphabet card home with him,
which was cheerfully granied, and ealling on him in hig hot
laundry during the week, I found the card Lefore him on his
ironing tahle, and I know what that meant. Probably he had
some assistance from the mere advanced Chinese, for the next
Sunday he knew all the letters, big and little, frem “A " to
“ZX And, strange to say, in three or four months, with enly
one lessen a week, he learned to read tolerahly well in the
New Testament.

In iheir disposition to ask questicns, cur Chinese were like
little children, and tike full-grown men in trying to anderstand
things. “ L-e-a-p—what lat? Oh, yes; allee samee jump.?”
“The Hen has a leng tail. What tail?” Being referred to
the marginal explanation in Chinese, hiy face brightened with
intelligence as he read the sentence anew, “ The lion has a loug
end! ¥ But he promptly added, “ Taill Taill Yes, yes, I
see. Allee light!”

One day we were reading the parable of “The Laborers in
the Vineyard,” for ocur lesson. My Chinese stopped in his
reading every new and then to ask questions, -¢ Laborers?”
he gueried. “ What laborers?” I explained te him about
digging in the ground with pick and spade, and he exclaimed
“ Oh, yes, Italjans —work in the street” < Vineyard — what
lat?” That alse being duly explained, he went on to rend,
“ And when he had agreed with them for a pemnny a day —”
He paused thoughtfully, shaking his head, and saying, ¢ Lat
too little pay — too little pay, Poor blissness lat.”

These things are mentioned mercly to show how these humble
Chinese of the peoerer class, too, read God’s Word with a very
gincerc effort. te understand its meaning, Their earnestness
in seeking to learn, as well as their heartiness in the devotional
gervices, was a lasting pleasure— Mary E. Kieffor, dn Sunday
Sahool Times, Jan, 24, 1925,

Do It Now

“ YESTERDAY'S gone, teday is short; tomorrew never comes:
No favors fall te laggard omes, pwerastmators drones.
By falt]:;aful toil suceess will smile, yoa, off through moistenad
T oW,
Threugh hecding this:

coding th On time’s great dial there is but one
word, NOW.”
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The Foreigner

Dr. Epwarp JubpsoN, son of Adoniram Judson, in calling the
atiention of Christians in America to their great opportunity,
gaid:

“We are greatly interested in the foreigmers in their own
lands, so muech so that we send fthem our best mem and pay
their expenges, But when the Lord puts it into the hearts of
these same Toreigners to come to our own shores, paying their
own expenses, instead of rejoieing over their advent, we are
inclined t¢ turn away from them in despair, They do net look
g0 pieturesque near by. This is only the semblance of the
missionary spirit-— a counterfeit, not veal eoin”

The Tide of Immigration

SPEARING of the influx of immigration, BEdward A. Steiner,
in his book, * The Tmmigrant Tide,” says:

“The one institution in Ameriea most gravely concerned
with the eoming and staying of the immigrant is the Protes-
tant chureh, HEach shipload of peopls from Southern and
Southeastern Enrops iucreases the already crowded Roman
Catholic parishes, lays foundations for the perpetuation of the
Greek Orthedox Clurch in tho United States, and enlarges the
tents of Isrsel whose camps encirele the dying churches.”—
Page 311,

“T am not at alt concerned regarding the inability of the
Protestant church te adjust other men to her ereeds, or to
adjust herself to theirs; bnt I am deeply concerned with her
inability or unwillingness to make good her professions of
demiocracy, and to relate herself in some vital way to these new
citizeng who are satiated by creeds, but are hungry for brother-
hood; upon whom, like a curse, rest the damp and mold of
tombs and chapels, but who have been untouched by the power
of the living, redeeming Christ, as He has inearnated Himself
in His followess,

# Ho long as these people are within the sphere of foreign
missions, in ¢ Greenland’s Tey Mountains,’ or some other remote
and romantic place, they are the subjeets of prayer and the
recipients of gifts of mewn and money; but when drawn into
the radine of one’s immediate meighborhood, they become &
peril which threatens everything, from the price of veal estate
to the foundation upon which the ehurch rests.— Page 312,

“ Thig ghe rhust do, even if it brings her under suspicion of
proselyting; although with my knowledge of nearly all the

- agencies engaged in thig task in the United States, I am con-

vipeed that the spirit in which this work is nndertaken ig not
the spivit of the proselyter. Indeed, one of lhe growing weak-
nesses of the Protagtant chureh in America is the loss of those
desp convictions which make proselyting easy; while the num-
ber of those who have the courage zeatously to proncunece their
ghibbeleths is growing smaller every day.”’— Pages 314, 315.

¥ As a rule, the work to be done demands American-born
menr and wemen who are imbued by the spirit of service, who

“have some linguistic talent and muck conseerated common

sense.

“The converted foreigner, oven if well trained, will be met
with guspicion by many groups; for to them he is a traitor
to their veligion and to their national life, the two heing in-
geparable to them,

“ No sueh gbjection ean be made to the Ameriean worker,
who, if e brings patience to the tedious task of winning con-
fidence, if he has an honest desire to live unselfishly for the

_people of a umeighborhood, if hs gives everything, and expects

nothing as a reward, may be assured that guch gervice will be
aceepted and wilt work out its results in God’s own time’—
Page 321. .

“# Iy many gmall, industrial communitics, where the ¢immi-
grantg? are a problem, its solution Is merely a question of the
attitade of the churches toward them,

“ Nothing can be more repcllent than the attitude of the
average Protestant Chuvistian toward the immigrant of today.
Ag a rule, he is prejudiced, is grossly ignorant of the historie
and veligious background of the strangers, and meets every
one of them with suspicion.”—— i%ge J8g.

-4 Wherever a church or Young Men’s Christian Agsoeiation
las shown itself hospitable to the strangers, it bas had as many

of their souls to keep as it has eared to have;.but most of
them prefer .to save the foreigner by ‘absént treatment.”—
Page 384, ' ,

“« Wherever an approach has Deen made mm the right spirit
toward the foreigners, they have respondedq in kind, and many
Protestant ehurches have been enriched by their presence, by
the ardor of their failh, and their willingness to saerifice for
their convietions.”— Page 326,

“ The one way sird the only way in which she ean enter into
a suecessful rivalry with the ancicnt, apostolic echureh, is in
reviving the ancient, apostolic passiom for humanity. . ..

#¢Tf there ig therefore any comfort in Christ, if any eonso-
tation of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any tender
wmercics and compassions, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be of the
same mind, having the samo love, being of one aceord, of one
mind; doing nothing through factions, through vainglory, but
in lowliness of mind each counting other better than him-
self; not leoking each of you fo his own things, but eaeh of
you also to the things of others’”— Pages 327, 328.

The Right Footing

WHEN others about us have lost their footing, their need is a
eall to us. In answering that call, we may adopi the method
of wrging them to get up by the drive of our compulsion; or
we may do better than that, A team of horses had fallen on
a glippery strect. The driver guictly got down, drew out a
blanket from the wagon, and going to the horses’ heads he
spread the blanket close to their forefeet, Taking the bridle
in his hands, he did a little useful pulling, and when the horses
tried to get to their feet again, they elambered up on the sure
footing of that bianket. Is any one mear yor down in a
slippery place? What are you deing about it, urging and
driving, or spreading a new fooling where it may be nsed?
May the brotherly, loving Christ give us the right spirit in
helping to 1ift those who have slipped— The Sunday School
Tvmes, Jan. 8, 1914,

What Are We Each of Us Meant to Do?

Baco of ug has seme intended mniche to oceupy, some one
particular work to de, just as truly as it was the work
of eur divine Redgemer, and of Him alene, to achieve the sal-
vation of the world, It may be n task of many years. It
may be a single aection, a single witness to truth, a single act
of duty, done in one partienlar day, at one hour, nay, in the
compass of a few miuutes, yet carrying in it all the moral
power of a lifelime, and exalting, by being done, the reasons
for whieh, in the Eternal Mind, life was given to the agent,

A martyr may compass into a few minutes of agony all the
moral and spiritual work in which a philanthropist expends
hig time dwring his fourseore years. A mother may, by hring-
ing up her child in the fear of God, do as much in the years
of her common ministry, as a great teacher or statesman, The
question 13, What ave we each of us meant to de? And this
question ¢an be answered only by a survey of our capacity and
our cireumstances, which so practically interpret the will of
God to cach of us.— Selected.

A Physican’s Prescription

SouE years ago a lady weut to consult a famous New York
physieian abouwt her health, She was a woman of nervous
temperament, She gave the doctor a list of her symptoms, and
answersd his guestions, only to be astonished at his brief
preseription at the end: “Go home and read your Bible an
hour a day; then come back to me a month from today” And
he bowed her out before ghe could protest.

At fivst she was inclined to be angry; then she reflaeted that
at least the preseription was not an expensive one. She went
home determined to read conseientiously her neglected Bible.
In a month she went baek to the doetor’s office a different per-
son, and asked him how he knew that was just what she needed.
For answer the physgician tormed to his degk. There, worn and
marked, lay an open Bible, ¢ Madam,” he said, “3if I were
to omit my daily reading of this book, I would lose my greatest
source of strength and skill,”— The Sunday School Times.
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Miggionary Colunteer
Bepartment

Devotional Meeting for August 1

An Original Program

How about that program yeu thought womld be espeeially
good if you only had a chance to work it out? Appoint your
committee, and maks this program the most inspirational you
have had., Some one will have to work if it is to be a suecess,
but it will be worth it.

Devotional Meeting for August 8
Senior

Topie: Prepared for His Providence

. Bible Reading: Psalms 8; 13-88; 1: 7,
Talk: “ Prepared for Hig Providenee.”
Reading: “ Knrowledge Without God”

. Symposium: “ Why a Christian College?$”
Talk; “Twe Kinds of Edueation.”

. Close by repeating the Mizpah.

S0

Junior
Topie: In Troining for Service.
. Bible Reading: Psalms 38:13-22; 1:7.
. Leader’s Talk: “ Our Reasons.”’
. Talk: “ An Oak or a Sguash?”
. Saperintendent’s Talk: ¢ Prepared for Providence.”
. Roll Qall: “ Why I Believe iu Church Schools.”
. Close by repeating the Mizpah,

Notes to Leaders

The guestion asked by Saul so long ago, after he had had
his firet glimpse of Jesus, is one which confronts every young
person Who sees Him and loves Him, “ Lord, what wilt Thou
have me to do?” Sometimes the answer is made clear through
His providences. Sometimes we are kept in doubt as to the
definite place we are 1o fill for a while, bul we are told that
we are to prepare for His work. We are to be ready to ste
in as the way openg before us. God has a place that eac
may fill better than any other. He needs your peculiar tempor-
ament and talents in a special place. If they are developed
as He would have them, Ie will lead the way. ¢ Prepared
for His Providtence *—such should be the highest ambition of
each Misstonary Valunteer.

For the Juniors;, the purpose of the program is somewhat
different, Most boys and girls are attending church school
bacause they are sent there by their parents. The purpose of
thig program for them is to awaken them to the privilege of
attending such a schoal.

Advertise! “ Prepared for what?” Some prepare to make
money, others to study further info the secrets of ascience,
Still ;others seek to win fame, Are you prepared for the op-
portunities God gives you? Study the pregram, and get the
idea hefore the young folks by = pointed announcement.

S Ot o b

Special Senior Notes

4, Symposium: “ Why e Christion College? ”— Pass out the
following statements to he read and commented apon by your
members. The one who eonducts this should close this part of
the program with a short study cf the purpose of edueation as
get forth in the spirit of prophecy. Note the quotations, and
gupplement them further by your own study:

“The small Christian college is the hope of America.—
James . Hill

“ The safety of onr nation depends on Christian edaeation,”
— Bagbson,

“ Mg produee character, education must call to her assistance
religibn.*— Hadley.

“To educate a man in mind and not in moraly is to edueate
a menace to soeisty.”’— Rooseuvelt,

" Bdeular edueation is only half an education, with the mest
important half left oot — Pell.

“ Exclude religion from edwcatiou, and you have no founda-
tion wpon which to build moral character.’— Eliot.

“The difference between a large university and a small
college, is that in a large university the stadent goes through
more eollege, but in a small college, more colloge goes through
the student.”— Peters.

“ Beholarship has usually been more fruitful when associated
with religion, and schelarship has never, so far as I can reecall,
been asscclated with any religion except the religion of Jesus
Christ”— Woodrow Wilson,

“ Worldly schools, with scareely an exception, are permeated
with New Thaought, evolution, Christian Science, Spiritualism,
higher eritieism, and a dozen other isms. By attending warldly
schaols we place ourselves divectly in fhe way of temptaiion
and deception.”

“The association with Christian young people iz a greater
help in charseter building than one could hepe to obtain from
any source available in worldly schaols”

“ i Heart edueation is of more importance than the education
gained from books’— Mrs. E. ¢ White. Seventh-day Adventist
schooly stand for ‘ the harmonious development of the physieal,
the mental, and the spiritual powers.”

“<Three fourths of the bemefit and inspiration in afterlife
derived by the studeni while in school comes from the teacher.
— Prof. E. 4. Sutherland. Seventh-day Adventist schools are
manned by consecrated, Christian instrueters”’

The purpose of edueation as set forth in the spiril of
propheey .

“Trae education does not ignore the value of seientific knowl-
edge or Lterary acquirements; but above infurmation it values
power; above power, goodness; above intellectual aequirements,
character.”— Bducation,” p. 836,

“ Higher than the highest human thought can reach is God's
ideal for Hig children. Godliness— godlikeness—is the goal
to be reached,"— Id., p. 18.

“God desires us to make use of every opportunity for secur-
ing a preparation for His work. He expects us te put all our
energies into its performance, and to keep our hearts aslive to
its sacredness and its fearful respongibilities."— The Ministry
of Healing,” p. £98.

5. Talk: “Two Kinds of Education”—There are two distinet
types of edueation in the world teday, One traing the mind
and body. Beeause of the circumstances in which worldly in-
stitutions are placed, they can go no farther. About a year
ago we had an example of two very intellectual boys whe used
their trained brains to perpetrate a horrible erime. That i8
an example of aducation without God, going to seed. And it
ig true that ninety-uine out of every hundred who go through
our modern universities, come out with a shattered faith in
God. Becauge of the open ridicule of the Bihle, the atmos-
phere of doubt, the open disavowal of the need of a Saviour
which pervade these great institutions, their studemts go out
into the world without hope of eternity and ¢ven with a doubt
of the existence of God.

The other type of traiming, which necessarily must be eon-
fined to & denciminational sehool, not only trains the brain, but
feeds the soal. The results are vastly different,

Here is a statement of the kind of education needed:

“ An education really te be worth anything to the world
and the individual, must have at the heart of it the great
thought of service, and the great thought of serviee cannot
exist in the mind of any man excepi he is inspired of God with
the vision of ministering to others. ,

“I {o not eare whether my boy ean ever find the north pole or
not, but it will make a vast difference to him if he ig not able to
find the way of life. He who ean speak six languages, but
does not know how to talk with God, has nothing of which
to boast; neither has he who possesses what people call cuMure
bat has never experienced what we call a change of heart.

“The world ueede educated men that have learned their best
lessons in the sehool of rightecusness; that have never gradoated
from this school and never will; men and women that see the
needs of the world, that are going to help to lft it up out of
darkness inte light.”— Rev. Chas. 4. Sheldon.

Here are some inferesting statistics:

“Not long ago the following iteim was going the rounds of
the press: ‘ Eight of the nine Justices of the Supreme Court of
the United States are college mon; seven of the eight are
frem deneminational eolleges, Highteen out of twenty-six
Presidents of the United States were college men; sixfeen of
the eighfeen were from denominational colleges. Eigliteen of
the twenty-six recoghized magters in Amevican letters are
collegs men ; seventeen of the eighteen are from denominational
collages. Of the members of Congresg m 1905 receiving college
education who were prominent enough to DLe mentioned in
“Who's Whe,” two thirds were graduates of denominational
colleges.”

“We live in an age when every job needs a man trained
in body, mind, and soul.”—J. Sherman Wallace.

Special Junior Notes

2. Leader’s Talk: “ Our Beasons”— Study the reasong gives
and put them inte your own wards. Keep in mind the pur-
poss of the program as you study, and pray that God will hel
yo}LlI f]ully to appreciate your privileges in attending a ch
schoal.

“Ten to one, the way a boy looks at things is eolored by the
way his daily companions look at them., We want to associate
with Christians.

“Ten to ene, the incentives to a pupil’s cholee and action are
the ones most held out by his feacher. We want a Christian
teacher.

“Ten to one, the spirit that flavors s young life is a re-
flection of the atmosphere of scheol days.,” We want a Chris-
tian schaol.
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“Ten to one, a youth who iz not diligently taught of God
in his tender years will not make the teachings of the Bible
his rule of life. We want to make the Bible a part of daily
study.

“ '%en to one, a young man who bhas had no missionary training
in hig education will not be inclined to give his life to soud-
winning service. We are training for service.”

8. Talk: “An Oak or a Sguash? ”-—fHome boys and girls
got tired of school, and wish they could finigh it all in a year
or two. One time a wealthy man went to President Garfield
when he was princigal of a college. Te said that he had
plenty of money and wanted to get his sen through just as
geon as possible. He didn’t want him to spend any more time
studying than he could help.

President Garficld simply said: “Let me remind you that
when God makes a great oak He takes twe hundred years; when
He makes a squash He takes two months” Just so, boys and
girls, it takes time to make you the valuable workers God has
planned you to he. The roots of the cak go deep into the
s0il. They go way below the surface. Amnything that is worth
while is worth time and effort. A Christian edueation not only
requires years, but it must dig deep into your lives. You are

- bullding character for etermity.

4. Buperintendent’s Tall:: * Prepared for Providence/'— Ad-
mit to the boys and girls that the publie schools have far su-
perior equipment. Speak of the advantages a worldly school
has, and then show how each advantage is linked wp with the
interests of this world. They shall endure but for a season. In
very simple language, point out the purposes of the church
school. Study the article given in the Senior program and the
material outlined in Nos, 4 and 5, for further thoughts and
illustrations,

6. Boll Call: “Why I Believe in Church Schools.”— Place
some of the following reasons on the biackboard. Ask each
Junier to pick out the reason that he would give. If any
Junior has a reason that is not on the board, ask him to write
it out and hand it to the superintendent, that he may add it
to the others.

. Because my parents are Seventh-day Adventists.
. Because the teachers are Seventh-day Adventists,
. Because the students are Seventh-day Adventists.
. Because I believe Jesus is coming soon.

. Becauyé I want to be ready to meet Him,

. Becauge I want to help others to get ready.

.

S e D

Prepared for Providence

Ir is a recognized principle throughout the educational world
that each individual showld seek a specific training for the
gpecial vocation which be is to follow in life. A foundation
of general education, of course, is desirable as a basis for all
speeial training. No young man who plans to become an
engineer, would expeet to find the necessary preparation in a
dental eollege. When he decides upon his life’s vocation, he
immediately beging to determine the merits of the variouns
sehools which especially fit for that voeation. If ihis is true
in the preparation for an ordinary ealling in life, it is doubly
trus in the case of him who seeks a training for the spiritmal
uplift of his fellow men, It is trebly true for the one who ex-
pects to prepare for preaching the last and greatest message
which has ever been given in the world.

There are many good schools in the world as far as prestige,
squipmeént, teaching forge, ete, are comcerned, which are en-
tirely inadequate to give the specifie training that one needs in
prepaving for Christian service. The schools of the country,
even including many denominational eolleges, are wholly unpre-
pared to give ths training that a Christian worker needs.
There are many reasons for this. The very atmosphere and
tendency of such sehools are focused on the world and its
material progress under present conditions. The great and vital
themes of the hereafter are not introduced. But it is necessary
for the student to live in the very spirit of hiz future work
while in sechool. The future missionary must be trained in a
schoel where the ﬁlissionary spirit 1s stromg. The future Bible
worker must receive lis eduedation in a college whose doctrinal
principles are based upon the Word of God. He shonld be
trained where the Bible is made the basis and the subject
matter of all edueation, He should have an epportunity to sit
under inetruetors who will teach him how to pray and how
to draw near to God; for without these two elements in his
character huilding, he will be unable to accomplish anything
worth while in the work of God.

He should alse receive a practical preparation in order that
he may face the problems of the Christian worker in a sue-

cessful fashion. If he attends a small school or college, he has
the opportunity of coming inte personal contaet with his teach-
ers, who thug become a direct and mighty imspiration in his
life. Most of the great mem of the country have received
their eollege training in the small college. On one occasion a
university president who had under hig direetion a school of
fifteen to twenty thousand students, told me that he felt that
our small colleges have a great advantage over the large univer-
sities, “ We drive them through by the thousands said he,
“but in the small colleges you can come into intimate relation-
ship with all of your students, You can find out their poculiar
talents, their needs, and give the personal touch in their train-
ing.” In no phase of human endeavor is the personal touch
so effective as in the preparation of Christian minsisters and
leaders. The Lord Himself was a personal worker. He went
about the world doing good. But those who are traimed in
great groups or herds fail absolutely in acquiring the delicacy
of personal contact which is so cbviously needed in Christian
gerviee,

Again, how ean the Christian worker be prepared in a school
where infidel sentiments are enunciated, where disregard and
ridicule of the Bible iz fostered, where the material tran-
scends the spiritual, where literature, musie, art, ete., are not
taught with referemee to their wse ag a spirituval factor in
spiritual dervice. HMow can a Foung person edueated under
these eircumstances get a true perspective of God’s ideal for
him in this world? ‘'The almost sacrilegions teaching in many
of the eolleges and universities teuching the marriage relation,
the Sabbath, the creation of the worlds, cannot help but have
its baneful effeet upon the mind of the learners. Many talented
students hrought up under Christian influences have been ship-
wrecked on the rock of evolution. It does not require s
logician to demonstrate that young men and women trained
under such conditions would he absolutely unfitted for the serv-
ices of the meek and lowly Jesms. In our own work, statisties
have proved that practieally ninety per eent of the children and
youth who receive no training in our own scheols uliimately
depart from the faith; while on the other hand, spproximately
ninety per cent of those who have received a training in our
own schools remain loyal to the message, and & large percentage
of them become workers in some eapacity. The question is a
live one; it is a matter of life or death with our young people.
A mistake here would he a mistake for elernity.

d. W, InwIy.

Knowledge Without God

A manw may know all about the rocks, and hig heart remain
ag hard as they.

He may know all about the winds, and be the sport of pas-
sions as fierce as they, ’

He may know all about the stars, and be as a meteor, whose
end, after a brief and brilliant career, is to be quenched in
eternal night.

He may kuow all ahout the sea, and his soul resemble its
troubled waters, which cannot rest.

A man may know how to rule the elements, yet not know
how to rule his own spirit.

He may know how to turn aside the flashing thunderbelt,
but not the wrath of God from his own guilty head.

He may have all the knowledge of a Newton, a Laplace, a
Watt; he may know many mysteries and understand many
bidden things.

But if he has no personal knowledge of the love of God,
brought near te sinful men in Christ, what shall it avail?

“ What shall it profit a man, if he ghall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul? or what shall ¢ man give in exchange for
his soul? — Aduthor Unknown,

Tur world needs educated men that have learned their best
lessons in the school of righteousmness; that lhave never grad-
uated from this school and never will; men and women that
see the needs of the world, that are going to help to lft it
up out of darkness into light.— Chorles 4. Sheldon.
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Devotional Meeting for August 15
I:'opic: One Pocket for God.

. Senior

+ Repeat the Morning Wateh Passage for the Weck.
. Leader’s Talk: “ Ministry of Tract Distribution”
Talk: “ At Least One Soul.”

. Recitation: * Just Where You Aye?

Talk: * Tract Influence.”

Talk: “ Material Ready for Use.”

. Close with prayer for our literature work.

NP e

N Junior.

. Repeat the Momning Watch passage for the week.

. Superintendent’s Talk: “ Something for Tach Junior.”

. Exercise: ¢ Giving Away a Tract.”

. Recitation: “ Just Where You Are”

Rsading: “How the Truth (ame to Me”

. Symposium: “ With the Present Truth)”

. Close with prayer that Jesus will help each one to become
a worker for Him.

O G G 00

Notes to Leaders

It is indeed interesting to find out how many people have
been brought infto the messago for this day by reading a tract
or a paper, In many large meetings where such a question
has been asked, a large part of the audience has responded,
showing that our literature is doing a wonderful work. The
best part of ¥ is that young folks and Juniors ean do as
much along thiz line as the most experienced worker paid by
the conference. A great number of our young people are doing
faithful work alreAdy. There is much in habit, however, and
there iz not one of ms who could not accomplish more if
we planned for it and then worked our plans systematically.
For instance: there is not a young person whe could not hand
a tract to the clerk who hands him the package over the coun-
ter, if ho had a good one tucked away in his pooket. A smile
and & “ Thank you” are a good introduction For a shert and
to the point message. Bummertime is especially the time to
plan a nmew rally to the King’s Pocket League, each member
of which dedicates a pocket or a space in a hand bag to the
Master’s tract service, Young folks have time to travel, to
shop, and to mix with people in a way that they do not during
the busy winter schoot menths, and so pray and plan to recruit
every member to new activity with our spirit-filled fracts and
papers,

The material for this program has been largely supplied by
Ernest Lloyd, who was the first to organize and foster the
King’s Pocket League,

Special Senior Notes

Leader's T'alle: ‘ ‘Ministry of Tract Distribution.”— Usc the
following outline and quotations from Dr., George Sherwood
Eddy, international secretary of the Young Men’s Christian
Asgociation, for the basis of a talk, the purpose of which is to
sound the keynote of the program, Xeep in mind that you
wish to show the value of using traets to tell the truth to
others, and also give some practical suggestions as to how to
uge them:

The value of tract distribution recognized by Christian workers
ever since printing was invented. Use of traets in the days
of the Reformation. Apostles of traet distribution: Peter
Waldo, Huss, Wyecliffe, Wesley, Hudson Taylor, Musller,
Moody, Trumbull,

The need for greater tract distribution today:

@ Majority of people will be reached only by means of
literature in concise form — seeds.”

b. Counteract evil teachings of the age,

e. Literature of righteousness the need of the hour.

d. No religioug movement suecessful today without small
literature adapted to an age of haste.

The advantages of traet distribution:

&. Eneourages and aids conversational method of evangel-
ism. Personal work greatest of all methods.

b, Affords definite work for young members — all members.

¢, Openk to all— the siek, the shut-iis. Letters, House
racks,

The methods of tract distribution.

Liet us make it @ habit to be prepared with a little supply
of tracts, a few in the poeket or hand bag, to give out
as we follow the daily routine:

1. 'With the neighbor and the stranger.
2, On the train or boat.
3. At the post office or store, eto.
“ Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shelt find
it after many days.”

The spirit of the distributor: .
a. Prayerful.
b, .Courteous.
e. Taetful.
d. Patient.
e, Confident of bhlessing,

‘“ Speakers can reach but a handful of thelr brother men.
With loudest tones they can encompass but a meager group of
listeners.”

“ How, then, shall the gospel of good will — of
men ~ earry to a universal audience, or receive a
mensurate with its undoubted importance?

“ Thank God for that agent of His will, the printed page;
for the loyal partnership of Christian type founders and Chris
tian printers and Christian beokbinders; and for their co-
laborers, the Christiah editors, and Christian proof-readers,
clerks, helpers; and for the Christian business men, who ars
making possible the widening distribution of those publications
which sound the message of man’s universal brotherhood, and
of God’s all-inclusive Fatherhood, ‘

“ Withont this printed medium, how great an ally and how
powerful a friend does religion lack,

“No forward movement in the realm of religion can thrive
without the aid of the product of the religions press.”— Dr,
George Sherwood Eddy,

3. Talk: “ At Least One Soul.”~— No one who 18 not winning
some one else for the Master ean rightly be ealled a Missionary
Volunteer, Serviee is the watchword that called that army into
existence, and organized them into working societies. Let each
member etop and ask himself, “ Whom have I won this year?”
Study the following paragraphs as thought provokers for yonr
talk,

If every member of the Missionary Volunteer organization
was determined to win -at least one soul to the Lord Jesus
during the year 1925, this movement would become “an irve-
sistible dynamo for drawing souls into the kingdom.” To
acecompligh this end, and to find out the best means within our
power, we must give the matter study and prayer.

It is surprising what means will cccur to the person who is
deeply anxious and firmly resolved upon the accomplishment of
some great objeet. Let the heart be warm with love and the
goul in earnest, and then the means and methods of action will
be quickly discovered. :

When once the supreme desire for the salvation of souls has
possession of the heart, it will not only supply incentives, but
agencies as well. When we are brought to this determination,
“T must be useful; I must do something to save men and
women; I must find means of daing good,” avenues will pre-
sent themselves, and opportunities will surely ocour. With the
Master’s spirit, “ T must be about My Father’s business,” con-
straining us, wo shall go forth with owr hearts met upon the
most important * business 7 in all the world — winning souls to
Christ.

6. T'alls: © Material Ready for Use’— Our publishing houses
have a large number of short tracts adapted for this kind of
work, Send to your Bible House or tract society for circulars
deseribing such, and have one or two series on hand to show
at the meoting. Leaves of Auwtumn is one such, consisting of
twenty short leaflets in which every point of doetring is clearly
get forth, These are published by the Review and Herald.
Bible Truth Series is another, gotten out by ths Pagific Press,
and very complate in its diseussions on every point of the faith,
Both of these houses make a pocket envelope specially fitted
to earry these traets. Read the titles of some of the subjects
dealt with, There may be those among the members present
that have friends who are puzzled over some of these very
questions. At the elose of your talk take orders from the mem-
bers for the tracts wanted. It is fo the advantage of all to
order in guantity.

cace among
earing com-

Special Junior Notes

2. Buperintendent’s Talk: “ Something for Each Junior.’—
The purpose of your talk is to show the boys and girls that the
King’s Pocket League is just as much for them as it is for the
older young people. Follow the outline as given for the talk
in the Senior notes, © Ministry of Tract Distribution,” empha-
sizing the importance of the work. Take the responsibilily
yourself, superintendent, of having a suitable supply of traets
on hand for the Juniors to distribute. Tt will be more of a
detriment than a help if you awaken an impulse to work, and
then do not give the young folks somothing definite to do. (See
“ Junior Manual,” pp. 77-81, for further suggestions,)

3. Hwxercigse: “ Giving Away a Tract”— This will take a little
practice. Have two of the smaller boys or girls take the first
part. They come from opposite eorners of the room.

Jomw: Why! Hello, Fred, I wag just on my way over to your
house.

TgED: Good thing! T was just coming to see you. Mother
suys she can take us fellers on o hike tomor¥ow, and she told
me to ask your mother if you eould go.

JoHN: Tomorrowd Why, that's the Sabbath. T go te S8ab-
bath school on that day, and I wounldn’t miss for anything.

Frep: Sabddbath school! What’s that?

JoHN: We have teachers, and they tell us stories out of the
Bible, and they ask us to tell them about the oues our mothers
teach us during the week.

FRrED: Ave they like the one your mother told us the other
day when we got tired playing in the hot sun?

JoHN: Yes, and lots more. And then we get Qur Little
Friend, and that has lots of other nice stories in it. You know
T was just going over to your house to give you a eopy of that
paper, so that your mother could vead you some good storics
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out of it, Here it is. [Johm pulls out a copy of Owr Litile
Friend, opens it, and points to a story he has read.] This is a
dandy, Fred, all about the boy who got into trouble-way up in
the niountains, beéanse he didn’t follow carefully what his unele
told him. [Make the previous statement agree with whatever
copy of paper “ Johm 7 happens to have.]

Prep: Say, T like those pietures. And if my mother can find
as mice stories as yowrs does out of that paper, why it’ll be
great. o
” Jomn: [Breaking in quickly] And thab paper wilt tell you
why I go to Sabbath school instead of going on hikes on Sat-
urday. c -

FR?;JD: Thanks, for the paper. Sorry you can’t go with us.
{This is said ‘as they aré turning bo.Jeave.} ’

Jomrn: Good-by, have a good time. ’

Frep: Good-by.

BECOND PaRT . .

Ask two of the older givls to practise the following exercise.
Make it informal. Dorothy ¢omes in to purchase some potatocs,
matehes, and sagar. They exchange pleasantries, and Dorothy
asks Iilizabeth if she ever las time o rdad. Being assnred
that once in & while she has time for something short, Dorothy
hands her a tract as she takes her package, and with a “ Hope
you will find time to vead fhis soon, for I am sure you will
find it interesting,” she leaves,

In both these exerciles the superintendent should em-
phasize the courtesy with whieh papers and tracts ghould be
given put. The hoys and girls should have the idea that. they
are really doing the one to whom they give 2 tract a favor.
Are they not giving God's truth for this time? And a favor
ealls for graciousness and tact along with winning courtesy.

8. Symposium: © With the ¢ Present Trulh’ —Have a copy
of Presemt Truth on hand, so that atl may see one. Then have
different Juniors read the incidents here givem.

With the “ Present Truth”

CHILDREN with nimble fingers, swift feet, and countenatees
beaming with interest and confidence, may give wings to the
nessage thrmigh the eirculation of Present Truth, which eon-
taing a clear, eonneeted, complete presentation of this message
in serial, topical form, .

A little boy in Towa a few years ago who delivered his
mother’s basket of washed clothes to eight of the best families
in his town, put a eopy of Present Truth under the covering
of each basket every week, and thereby taught these families
the fuoll message. They in turn gave his mether eagier and
1ore remunerative employment, and became advocates of the
mesgage the little boy tanght them through his clothesbasket
ministry.

In the mountains of Pennsylvania a postmaster gave some
passing school ehildren & package of missent Present Truih, in
order to get them off his hands.
Truth contained papers treating on the change of the Sabbath.
The children, in imitation of the postman, put a eopy of these
papers under the front door of a hundred homes of that place.
One ¢f our returned missionaries seeking his health in these
mountaing a short time afterward, went to this town and found
the people given over to the disenssion of the Sabbath question.
The preachers were trying to explain the ehange of the Sab-
bath, Our misgionary rented a hall and held a few mestings,
explaining more fully the change of the Sabbath, and in a
few days ho raised up a company of nine believers as the direct
result of fhis work of the children,

A little daughter of ome of our sisters was asked one day
by a neighbor lady at whose home the little girl was playing
with her children, why her mamma kept Saturday. The little
girl said she could not explain it, but she eould bring her a
little paper that would tell her all about it. The iady told her
to go home and get the paper then, When the little girl re-
turned, she had several copies of Present Truth treating on
different subjects. The lady read all of these and aceepted
the message. She ealls this little girl her proacher,

From the best information we can get, it was a small boy in
Nigeria, Afriea, who found a eopy of Present Truth, and took
it to a school to see if any of the students could read it. A
young man at this school was able to read English, and he read
this entire copy of Present Truth to all the students together.
This number of Present Truth was on the definite seventh.day.
The whole school of six hundred members, at the last report
we had, was keeping the Sabbath as the vesult of that number
of Present Truth being taken there by a boy.

D. W. BEAVIs.

This package of Present

Just Where You Are

PErRzAPS Fou cannot go away
To some far-distant elime,

To preach the glorious truth of God,
The message for this time;

But then your own home neighborhood
Can be your mission field.

Just work for God where'er you are;
Let love her scepter wield.

Perhaps you eannot preach like Paul,

In language clear and plain;
But you can live the truth of God,

‘And work in Jesus’ name,
Perhaps you cannot do great things,
© Nor mighty deeds each day;
But you can speak of Jesus’ love,

Or give a {ract away.

—C. P. W,

Tract Influence

Ir the tract work of the King’s Pocket Leaguers in your
chureh thus.far in the year has been responsible for even ome
conversion, yeu would feel that all the efforts and means ex-
pended Wwere more tham repaid, wouldw’t you? But the results
of our seed sowing, dear Volunfeers, are not all visible now.
So “the husbandman . , . hath long patience” And Paul ad-
monishes us to “not be weary in well-doing: for in due season
we shall reap.” We are gpiritual farmers, you see, and we
must patiently sow. The reaping will surely follow. And the
promise is, “ He which soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully.” Remember to mark the *shalls.””

Very probably the person who dropped the traet on the
waiting-room table that sent Dr. Seudder and his wife to India,
never knew anything of its inflrence, but it meant the devotion
of his life as a medical missionary; and later sevem gons and
four grandehildren gave their lives to foreign missionary serv-
ice. One son, years later, wrote of this traet, which had been
kept and treasured:

“ Precious tract, written thirty-seven years ago, how wide
and wonderful are the influences whichk have issued from he-
tween thy humble covers.”

I wonder if you have heard of the man who received a tract
on & ferryboat. It angered him, and to show his contempt for
the traet and it giver, he took out his pocket knife and eut
it up into fantastic shapes. Then he held them up to the
derision of his companions, In tearing it aparf, however, one
of the pieees clung to his knee. His eyes were atéracted to the
only word on it —* Eternity.” He turned it over, and there
was the word “ God” What meaningful words to meet! They
made deep impressions on the man’s mind. He tried to laugh
them off, But they clung to him, and he had no rest for days,
until he gought God and preparation for eternity.

A family now enthusiagtic in the work of scattering our lit-
erature are happy in the truth today because an uncle once
sent them tracts. The little messengers kept coming through
the mail, vntil the mother of the home aceepted the mesgage.
The father opposed it. One Sabbath day, however, after he
had thrown some traets into the stove, he terned, for some
reason, and raised the lid, therc to be met by the significant
line, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” The
printed line stood out in white upon the charred page which had
burned to ash. This was too much for him, From that day
the entire family kept the Sabbath, and its members are living
withegzes of the uncle’s faithful work with tracts.

Dear Volunteers, there is no one thing that we may regard
as more vitally important to the growth and efficiency of our
movement, than a steady and organized effort in personal evan-
gelism: with ouwr message-filled literature. It is safe to say that
the printed page is the only means of reaching the majority
of the people with the message, and every member of the church
can have a splendid time in helping to do it! Let us pledge
ourselves to more of this personal service. And get others fo
enter 4.

KERP lone poeket for God.
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How the Truth Came to Me

‘WameN I was a boy just beginning to learn to read, my
father received some tracts from relatives who lived in Rhode
Island. Among them was one written on the S8abbath and one
on the signs of the times, For some reason, I put these two
traets in a small chest that I made for things I wanted to
keep, and they lay there till T grew to be a man. I always
gaid that if I ever had & family of my own, I wounld bring
them up for the Lord. When I was grown, I united with the
Baptist Church, but I soon saw they did not live as the Bible
taught. After T married, I became very much in earnest and
agked the Lord to show me the way. As I continued to pray,
my mind was directed to these two fraets that I had kept in
my little chest for many years. I saw from reading them that
Sunday is not the Sabbath, and that the Saviour was soon to
come. I wrote to the Review and Herald office, and got more
tracts and pamphlets, and when I saw eclearly that Saturday
was the Sabbath I began at onee to keep it. I had observed
the Sabbath for more than a year before I knew there was an
Adventigt in Imdiana. I wrote and asked that a worker be
sent fo my home. Elder 8, 8. Davis wae sent here, and later
Elders Davis and Harrison held a series of meetings with a
tent. As I had been very active in distributing traets, there
was a good number interested, and a church was organized
here in mouthern Indiana, Perry County. Prom this chureh a
number of valuable workers have given themsolves to the cause.
And all thls came as the result of some fracts given to a
young boy.

U

Devotional Meeting for Augunst 22
Topic: “ Thy Will Be Done”’

- Senior
1. Bihle Study.
2. Leader’s Two Minutes.

8. Testimony Study: Controllin% the ‘Theughts.”

M:&.d’l",alk or Reading: “ Gird Up Therefore the Loins of Your
.

5, Reeitation: “ Wateh VYour Thoughts.”
6. Talk: “ Training Ouwr Thoughts.”

7, Response.

8, Close by repeatmp Psabms 19: 14,

Junior
. Bible Study.
. Superintsndent’s Talk: ¢ Which Wil You Plant?”
Recitation: “Wateh Your Thoughts”
Talk: “ Training Our Thoughts.”
Recitation: “ Thoughts.”
. Rolt Call: Response,
. Close by repeating’ Psalms 19: 14,

Notes to Leaders

Complete consecration is the plea of oux Saviour. He, at the
eenter of our lives, of our thoughts, of our plans, will unlock
uatold riches of joy, peace, and power for the Christian. The
program for this week deals with hut one phase of this complete
gurrender -—the giving of the first place in our thoughts to
Him and o His interests. We readily admit that our bodies
ghould be 6t temples for the dwelling of the Holy Spirit; we
reglize that the first step in following the Master is to give
Him firgt place in our affeciions; but young people, as a rule,
do 'not appreeiate as keenly the truth that onr thoughts also
belong to Him. The education of the mind to dwell on sub-
Jects pleasing to Him is as vital as the surrender of the heart,
for ¥ plays & very important part in the growth of the Chris-
tian life, What oceuplies the mind when at rest is one of the
surest ways for the Christian to test hig experience. Does the
mind dwell upon worldly pleasure, wortdly reading, dress, or
even huginess and household eares? To be carmally minded is
death. We live in this world, and must deal with the problems
of evaryday life, but do we turn from these with joy to contem-
plate the merey and love of God? That we may understand
what God expects of Hig children in the realm of their think-
ing is the purpose of this program,

Sneh eateh phrages as, “ A penmy for your thoughts,” “ What
are youy thoughts worth in the light of eternity?* would be
suitable for posters. Advertise well,

: Senior Notes
1. Bible Study.— Give out the following texts, the one con-
dueting the study bringing out the thoughis as fhey are read:
Ps, 10:4, God ig not in the thoughts of the wicked.
Rom. 8: 5, 6. To have the mind stayed upon worldly pur-
suits, means death; but to have it stayed upon God, means life

eternal.
Ps. 139: 2, God understands our thoughts,
Heb, 4:12, The Word of God reveals our thoughts, By

its :aequaintance we may see our minds as God sees thom,

2 Cor. 10: 4, 5. We are given the means by which we may
bring our thoughts inte eaptivity.

Prov. 16: 3. Promise to establish our thoughts.

Tsa, 26: 3; Rom. 8: 6. Result of having our thoughts stayed
on God,

2. Leader's Two Minutes.— Make the necessary announce-
ments ag brief and as varied as possible. Plan to catch the
attention of those hefore you, by never saying the same thing
in the same way twice. Then after yow have presented the
necessary sociaty business, sound the keynote of the meeting as
set forth in the first paragraph of the notes. The following
material iy alse suitable for such a talk:

“We often find it difficult to conirol onr hodies, and fo
acquire a strong, well-balanced physique we resort to the disei-
Pline of ecalisthenics and other exercises. Mental control, how-
ever, is far more difficult than bedily eontrol, and is much less
practised.

“The positive Christian thinker abides forever under the
shadow of the Almighty."— Fincent G. Burns.

Some folks teach that every man has a right to his own way
of thinking and that the important thing is that a man is
sincere. ‘ Let every man do his own thinking,” they say.

“But God pleads with men not to trust thelr own thoughts
or their fellow men’s thoughts, but only God’s thoughts, which
He has freely revealed in His Book. There ig no virtue in
sincerity if that sincerity is mistaken. The sineere blind man,
trying to show a fellow blind man the way home, can lead
direetly over a preecipice into death for them both, yet be
absolutely sineere in his conviction that he was on the right
road.”— Sunday School Times.

God says: “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un-
righteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord,
and He will have merey upon him; and to our God, for He will
abundantly parden. For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My waya.*

3. Testimony Study: “ Controlling the Thoughts”— The
exfracts given here arve all taken from grtictes which are inac-
cessible to the majority of young people. We have had some
phrases italicized for the purpose of emphasizing certain
thoughts. Dwell upon these as you give the study. There is
2 great deal more that is helpful and easily obtainable by
every student of the spirit of propheey. 'Tako any volume of
the # Testimonies ” and look up in the index the words # Mind,
celture of,” or * Thoughts, control of,” and enlarge wpon the
thoughts already presented.

6. Talk: * Training Owr Thoughts.”— See Junior material
for illustrations, also notes for the Junior superintendent’s talk.

7. Response— The week before this mecting, ask several to
votunteer fo tell, at the meeting, the thought that has been the
most comforting to them in a time of sorrow, or has given
strength, allayed fear, encouraged, quieted the mind, given rest,
ete. Perhaps it has been a text of Seriptare. If s0, come
prepared to pass on to others the confidence or strength you
have received.

Junior Notes

I. Bible Study.— The Junior superintendent should eonduet
the Bible study. BExplain very simply what it means to have
the mind “ stayed” on (od. The boys and girls ave capable of
understanding what it means to # mind the things of the flesh.,”
Rom. 8: 5. Make the way very plain for our hoys and girls,
The texts given in the Senior notes are also appropriate for
Juniors.

2, Superintendent’s Talk: “ Which Will Youw Plant?”—
Make your talk largely an objeet talk. Have two packages of
seeds, one of some beautiful flower, another of the thistle,
Bring ont the thought that you reap as you plant. To do
successful gardening you must not only be ecareful what you
plant, but you must spend time in hoeing out the weeds, you
mugt keep the ground filled with good plants. Weeds grow
much faster than flowers or vegetables in this old world of
ours; and if allowed to have their way, they will choke out
the good. Even so must the evil thoughts be pulled out of our
minds ag soon 48 we recoghize them, and good put in their
places. Study the promises for viectory as given in'the exiracts
from the spirit of propheey, and put the truths inte everyday
language, simplé emough for your youngest Junior o under-
stand.

8. Eoll Cell— Ask each of your Juniors to be prepared to
quote a verse that will put fear oub of the mind or that will
give them assurance of God’s love and forgiveness. This may
he varied by asking several to give the most helpful thought
they have received from the program,

Controlling the Thoughts

“'THE mind is so constituted that it must be occupied with
either good or evil, TIf it takes a low level, it is generally
because it is left to deal with common-place subjeets,— unim-
portant matters,— not being ealled out and reined up to grasp
those grand and elevated fruths which are as enduring as
eternity. The understanding will graduaily adept itself to the
subjects with which it is familiarized. Mon has the power to
regulate and control the workings of the mind, and give diree-
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tion to the ecurrent of his.thoughts. But this requires greater
offort than we can make in our own strength. We must sty
our minds on God, if we would have right thoughts, and proper
subjeects for meditation.

“ Few realize that it is a duty to exercisc control over their
thoughts and imaginations., It is diffieult to keep the undis-
ciplined mind fixed upon profitable subjects. But if the
thoughts are not properly employed, religion cannot flowrish in
the soul. The mind must be pré-ocoupied with saered and
eternat things, or it will cherish trifling aund superficial
thoughts. Both the intellectual and the moral powers must be
diseiplined, and they will strengthen and improve by exer-
cise, . . .

“ There are, in the Christian faith, subjects upon which every
one should accustom his mind fo dwell. The love of Jesus,
which passeth knowledge, His sufferings for the fallen race, His
work of mediation in our behalf, and His exalted glory,— these
are the mysteries into whieh angels desired to look, Heavenly
beings find in these themes enough to attract and engage their
deepest thoughts; and shall we, who are so intimately concerned,
manifest less interest than the angels, in the wonders of Te-
.deeming love? *— Review and Herald, Jan. £, 1881,

“ Let the mind bs educated to look to Jesus. Let an effort
be made to become doers of His word,”— Beview and Herald,
Feb, 25, 1396.

Gird Up Therefore the Loins of Your Mind

THE wise man said, ¥ Keep thy heart with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life,” and Jesus said, “ Out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” Of course, we
all understand that the word “ heart,” as used in this seripture,
refers to the inner realm of our thoughts and emotions, our
real basic ideas of which our words and aections are the out-
ward manifestation. People frequently, in speaking of words,
g3y, “ I spoke hefore I thought,” whereas the actual fact is that
they did think, but their thoughts were not under control. Men
who have made a study of it say that the mind is never inaetive,
whether waking or sleeping. Our minds are eongtantly busy.
A great deal of the time peoplé who are apparently awake, let
their minds operate mueh as they do while asleep; that is,
without intentional direction or eontrol of their thought. Two
illustrations will serve to make clear to all of us, that fre-
quently our minds are given over to lines of faney and uncon-
trolled thinking that are little if any above the thomghts we
lLiave while asfeep, which we know as dreams. ’

First, let us consider dreams. Neatly every one knows that
the more one telis his dreams the inore clearly he will remember
the succeeding dreams that come. On the other hand, if one
rofuses to tell his dreams, and treats them as ingignificant and
wnworthy of being remembered, soon he will, exeept in cases
of most vivid dreams,. have no recollection in the morning of
the many sene and imsane, practical and impractical thoughts
and conceptions that have gone through his mind durmo’ the
previous night, Oceagionally some drea,m h0wever will impress
itself on the mind, There are very few people who are aun
exception to this. To illustrate the foolishness of dreams, here
is one of mine, though as a zule I do not approve of one’s
relating hig own dream:

Ong morning I awakened with a sense of depression, ag if I
had only recently witnessed something very horrifying and
regrettable. Presently there dawned on me like a flash the
memory of a dream I had had during the night. In my dream
I had heen standing on the rostrum in a mammoth temple sur-
rounded by great ectumns. I myself was dressed in the ordi-
nary Prince Albert eoat of the modern minister, whereas be-
fore me was a vast audience seated on the floor, clothed in the
garments of ancient’ Greece, The temple in which I stood was
the temple of D:a.:ua of Ephesus While spéaking to these
people, suddeniy some one rushed out of the temple, and, im-
mediately the whole throng followed. I followed :also. Over
us there sailed a great dirigible, and suspended from it was a
most deJecteﬁ-lookmd horse, held by a rope fastened to the
poramel of a saddie. In the saddle sat a man who himgelf
appeared to be dead with fatigue. People remarked that they
had been hanging there for days, but that the d1r1g1bie soine-
how couldn’t find' a way to get the wmian fo earth 8o de:
pressing wag this dream’ that I felt depressed even, affer I

awoke. I remember that the man on the horse was an almost
exact replica of a statue, ¥ The End of the Trail”

Bear in mind the incongruous, inconsistent, and absurd com-
binations made by my mind in this dream, There stood a mod-
ern preacher in a modern garb in the,old temple at Ephesus;
and the temple scemed most real to me, whereas my whole
knowledge had been gained from a reproduetion made by
artists, and was possibly very far from being like the real
temple, Yet in my dream I stood in a temple of which I had
only geen the most econjeetural pictures. Add to this the pie-
ture of the modern dirigibte, having susperded from it a man
on a horse, whose predicament had been suggested to me by a
modern work of art,—and this sailing over a temple destroyed
ages before the dirigible existed, and you have a most insane
atate of mind, That is characleristic of dreams. While dreams
never create o new idea and wmever originate new conceptions,
they do, however, frequently combine old ideas and conceptions
and memories and experiences in the most abswrd ways. That
iz all well and good, and possibly quite harmless in our sleeping
moments, but even dreams can become barmful if fostered and

encouraged.

The thinking of many people in their waking moments is
hardly more intelligible than these dreams. We have all had
experiences where the mind had heen allowed to operate with-
out control., Even while we are awake we may have thoughts
and mental pictures hardly above a dream jn intelligence and
worth, Let me give you another illustration out of my own
experience. Most of you will recognize similar experiences in
your own thinking:

Driving along the road one day, I happened to notice a young
woman picking ecucumbers. She wore a dress of unusual colors.
The eolor scheme reminded me somehow of a display window
in Marshall Field’s store in Chicago, befores which I have
often stood admiring the exceptional display of eloths, efe.
From this.my mind went to a lawyer friend who lives in
Chieago, who happened to meet me the last time I was in that
city as I stood in front of ono of these display windows.
Thinking of this lawyer friend, my mind twrned fo 2 eonver-
gation I had had with him on the subjeet of marine law.
Thipking of marine law, I immediately fell to thinking of a
story concerning pirates which a good friend of mine had
told me some years ago, and I wondered whatever hecame of
the hidden treasure this friend bad told about— treasure
buried by pirates in days long gome by, Then I wondered
where my friend was and recalled that he had since gone to &
foreign figld, And the foreign fleld to which he went hap-
pened to be the field in which my own brother is loeated. Then
T wondered about my brother, what he was doing, how he was
getting along; and thinking of my own brother got me to
thinking of the rest of the family, and presently I found my-
self in my thoughts having made a trip all the way from the
cuecumhber pateh in Texas .elear up to Chisago, over to New
England and the pir'ate story, then to Africa, and back home
again. This illustrates how our minds, when not under eon-
trol, frequently flit Lightly from one subjeet to another, and
g0 to subjects ultimately far removed from the original subject
of thought.

Everythmg we see or read or hear i3 somehow stored for life
in our minds, It may even be that you have apparently for-
gotten an inc1dent yet. you are surprised sometime that some
bit of eircumstance will hring back a train of memory that
will bring ctearly to you again thoughts and ideas and seenes
of which you haven’t thought in years. In dreams, sometimes
Tases of friends who have long sinee passed away will come
afresh to ws. It is to be questioned whether men ever quite
forget any' experiemee. For this reasom it is most imperative
that the Christian shail pay ¢areful attention to what enters
the mind, and the more the mind dwells on a subject the clearer
eut’ do'his’ ‘memones of this 'subject hecome.

"It iz a sclentific fact that thoughts can be driven from
the lmnd provided one will deliberately turn the attention
to something elte. To be a Christian 2 man needs to be dead
in earnest, to desire eleanness, and to be clean a man must
have a mind filled with elean thoughts Clean thoughts will
alwayg put to rout unelean thoughts.

From all this it would follow that to be clean I mrust, tram
my, mind by deliberate effort on my part. I must read clean
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When unclean in-
cidents, pictures, and stories have foreed themselves upon me,
I must not roll them over in my mind, but must deliberately
turn my mind to things that are uplifting. Thig ¢an be done.
There is no better way of diverting.the mind from that which
is hurtful than by that supreme form of thought, prayer. That
man who deliberately talks with his God clarifies his own goul
and mind, and finds the clouds of uncleanness and dishonesty
digsipated by his intimate conversation with the Almighty.

P. L. THoMPSON.

Thoughts

Goop thoughts are just like angels
With bright and shining wings,
They lift our daily living
To higher, better things;
But gelfish thoughts and sinful,
Like robbers from the wood,
‘Will rob us of cur peace of mind
If they are not withstood,
— Luoie B, Cook,

Watch* Your Thoughts

WouLb you have frue heauty, deart
Wateh your thoughts;

If old age yeu'd mever fear,
‘Watch your thoughts;

For the face but shows the growmg

Of the seeds the mind is sowing —
Watceh your thoughts.

Would you have true friendships, dear?
Wateh your thoughts;

Keep them ever pure, sincere,
Wateh your thoughts;

For the whole world seeks with longing

For the mind with good thoughts threnging —
Wateh your thoughts, '

Would you know irue joy in living$
‘Wateh your thoughts;
There’s an art that rare hoon giving,
Wateh your thoughts;
For a noble mind’s a sun, dear,
Whieh will make Hfe bright till done, dear —
Watch your thoughts,
~— Thomas Curtis Clark, in The FPriend.

Training Our Thoughts

]i ONCE knew a shrewd old truck gardmer who always drove
a dertain gray horse. On one oceasion I agked him why it
was that he did not exchamge the horse for an autotruck, as
all his neighbors were doing., With a merry twinkle in his
black eyes, he said to me, “ You see, I ean trust my horse to
take me safely home in the mornings when my route is done,
for' I very often fall asleep on the wagom, but with an auto-
mohile, I’d have to drive carvefully every single minute.”

No wonder thig simple man prized higz horse, for all he had
to do was to release the lines, and the faithful beast would set
out at once for the hest and safest place on earth for a sleeping
ga¥densr — home,

Now, we are all in a very real sense drivers — drivers of onr
thoughts, They take us from place to place. Mitched to our
loads, they enable us to accomplish our work i the world.
But they have to be driven. True, a good many of our thoughts
do'jog along somewhat like the horses on & milk wagon, going a
eer!);aiu route more easily than anywhere else and making stops
without being told to; but they know that they are being
watehed every foot of the way, and that we are always at hand
to keep them on the right road. But just supposing that thege
““milk team* thoughts suddenly discover that the driver has
gone to sleep, what then?

The point is where do your thoughts také you when you givs
them the reius? Do they set out at once un pleasant, interest-

ing journeys, or do they promptly ture off the “besi roads”
and take you into deserts of petty selfishhess and alleys of
suspieion and hate, or perhaps into totally forbidden pas-
fures? . . . -

Men have devised all sortz of ways of measuring other men’s
real valug and worth. Some have said, * You can know a man
by the friends he keeps.” Others say, “ The books one veads
are a certain index to chavacter.” Yet others declare that
“the way a man spends his leisure time is the sure iest of his
quality.” Some say, “ A man’s bank halanee tells the whole
tale,” Amother judges by reputation, and yet ancther by pop-
ularity., But let me suggest a much more certain way than any
of these. Tell me where your thoughts go when you turn them
loose, and Ull not only estimate your present worth, but your
future prospects.

Thoughts are the greatest things i the world, for from them
springs all action. A man can no more think earelass or evil
thonghts and expect to do worth-while things, than he can ex-
peet te harvest a crop of grapes from a field of watermclon
vines. They simply do not belong together. “ As a man think-
eth in his heart, so & he,”’ not the thought that he compels
himgelf to think when he is wrestling with some specifie problem
in school or at work, but the fhoughls he thinks when he turns

g thoughis loose to play.

But let us go baek to my friend the truek gardener. I did not
finish my story. Don’t suppose for a'single moment that the
old gray horse had always set out to take his master home when
he fell the lines go slack, simply because he knew home was
the best place on earth for the tired old man. By no means,
That shrewd old truek gardener had thought the whole thing
out. He knew full well he was liable to fall asleep most any
time while driving, and to insure himgelf against any possible
disagter at such times he had deliberately trained that horse to
go home when he felt the lines slack. How? Why, by letting
the ‘teachable beast discover that there’ was always grain and
hay fer him in the barn when he got home — more and better
than he could ever hope to find by going off on “ a wild goose
chase ¥ of his own,

Qur thoughts will do exactly the seme thing if we will but
train them, and take care to provide a gemerous amount of
atiractive food for them. If we fail to do this, why shouldn’t
they wander off inte all sorts of strange and dangerous
places? . . .

Tell me what you fhink, and TNl tell you what you are, for
you do what you think and you are what you do— Frank H.
Cheley, i  Climbing Manwaerd.”’

R

Devotional Meeting for August 29

Senior and Junior
Topie: The Converted Native,

1, Opening Song: “Go Yo Into All the World,” (“ Christ in
Song,” No. 537).

2. Repeat the Grsat Commission,

3. Talk: “ The Converted Native.” -

4, Bymposium: “ Results of Misgion Work in Africa.”

5. Readmg: “ A Dark-skinned Heroine of the Cross.”

6. Close with a season of prayer for our workers in Africa.

Notes to Leaders

The material presented in this program is straight from the
young people’s fleld of Africa. It is worthy of most careful
preparation. You have the wherewith to make an intensely
interssting mission program. Advertise well. Some such
phrase on the poster as: ¥ Stories of Africa’s Twice-born Men,”
In explanation of the title will cateh the eye and the imagina-
tion. Plan several migsion songs, and a lively song service,

While the symposium is given in one- article, break it up as
suggested by the headings so that several can take part,

For No. 5, Reading, “ A Dark-skinned Heroine of the Cross,”
send for a January Watehman, Southern Publishing Association,
Nashville, Tenn., and see page 23. :

For the Juniors, the superintendent or eme of the older
Junicrs should he asked to give the talk, “The Converted
Native” The purpose of this is to show the wonderfu! power
which is revealed In the conversion of the heathen. Keep this
in mind as you make the thoughts presented im the article
your bwn. It takes the same kind of power to convert and keep
ug in this enlightened land of ours. We must learn the les-
gon of dependence on Him, even ag these poor henighted souls
of Africd’do. 'They Jean hard, so mnst we. The symposium ig

Matt. 28: 18-20,
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just as interesting to Juniors as to Seniors. Have the differ-
ent stories told by the Juniors themselves.

Results of Mission Work in Africa

TuE question is often asked, “ Does it pay to do misgion work

for the natives of Africad Arve they nof a rather unstable and

unreliable class?” Tt is true that some natives are unappre-
ciative of what is done for them. Sometimes we meet with
disappointments in patives and discouragements in the work,
but regardless of vesulls or conditions, the Word says that thig
gospel of the kingdom is to be preached to every mation, kin-
dred, tongue, and people, As these natives are included in at
least one of these classes, it must be that the Lord is depend-
ing upon the gospel’s being earried to them. -

The Bible says that God made of one blood all nations that
dwell upon the faee of the earth, This being so, the natives
of Afviea would neeessarily have the weaknesses common to
mankind in general; only théy naturally have greater weaknesses
than the people of some nations, beeanse they hav® been de-
graded for so many generations. But wo do not rely upon the
natural incdinations of any people for their salvation. All arve
dependcnt upon the power we find in the gospel to save them.
Paul says the gospel is the power of God unto salvation to
every onc that believeth. Tt is upon this that we rely for the
uphft and salvafion of these peopls. And this power will
transform a native of darkemed Afrviea as well ag any other
person on earth. And their econvexsion reveals a greater com-
trast than in some people, hecause of their being lifted from
a lower state. ’

Turther, I belleve we can give examples of native converts
from heathenism who are as stable and reliable as many from
more favorablo cireamstances. The fact that there are natives
who have hesn loyal Seventh-day Adventists for years indieates
that there has been an ennobling and stabilizing power in their
lives. We have matives who were among the first converts in
this eountry, back in the time of Elders Tripp and Mead, who
are not only in the truth, but are alse faithful workers in the
cause, T could count among ocur most faithful and respected
workers today those from among the early converts.

Some Faithful Workers

Perer FIE was one from that class of natives who have
proved faithful, and has charge of a group of our schools near
 Solusi Migsion, There are Otis and Mark who are looking after
the work in other sections of the field, Isaac Xiba had charge
of our work in the Selukwe country for a number of years.
Here we now have a large number of believers, I do not know
where T could go among our HEyropean people to find a more
carnest ‘and energetic Christian missionary than he, Harry
Sibagobe opened our work in the Que Que section. In this part
people walked distances of forty miles to hear the truth. Now
4 large work has been established there,

Reuben.— Reuben is another of our early converts. He has
had charge of a section of our outschools in Northern Rhodesia
for o long time. He found a native who was keeping a store
in that part of the epuntry so sick that he had given up to die.
‘When Reuben found him there, he asked Reuben if he would
bury him when he died, and notify his people who lived far
away what had happenad. Reuben told him that he need not
die, that he would take eare of him and help him to get well
Then he put him on hig donkey and took him to his own home,
and fed him and gave him treatments and medieine for several
weeks., Becanse the man was mot able to plew his gardens,
Reuben did that for him and put in his erops. When he was
well enough to get around and see what had been done, he wayg
much surprised, and said, “ Why did you do this? This is not
in harmony with our native customs.” Reuhen said, “ T know
it is not; but this is in harmony with my religion. This is
what Jesus did, and this is what He taught ms to do.” The
man then asked Reuben to tell him about Jesus and this religion
of hig, He then began to give him Bible gtudies. As they
continued studying day after day, this man aecepted each point
of the faith as it wasg brought to him. Finally he discarded
hig tobaect and liquor and all of his bad habits, put away his

second wife, and asked that he might he baptized and follow
Jesus. When T wag there, this old man rods for three days
on the back of an ox wagon, with his wife and two children,
until we found sufficient water for baptism, Here 1 baptized
both of them, so that they might follow Jesus. Then I saw
this man and hiz wife start on their retwn journey of three
days afoot, each earrying s child. Does not this show that the
power of God is being manifested in the lives of these natives?

Henry— A few years ago we received a call from a mative
chief up the Zamhbesi River, to go there and teach the gospel
to him and his poeple. We had no white worker we could send
and no funds available, We took the matter up with the na-
tives at one of our missions and asked who would volunteer
to go and answer this call. Henry, one of our first converts
to the truth, volunteered to go. We told him it would probably
not be possible for him to take his wife there for ‘some time,
if at all. It would be necessary for him to go alome, Stilf
he zaid he was willing to go. So he started off alome on that
long journey of some 350 miles, to a strange people and a
strange land te preach the gospel. A little more tham a year
after this I with others visited the work Henry was deing.
We found that the old chief, the biggest one in that part of the
country, and all the village where he lived bad aceepted the
truth. The old chief asked if we were going to estahlish a
mission there, We told him we did not know, we had no white
man to send, and Henry had heen away from home and family
so long he would probably like to refurn, as his wife could
not come. After studying the question and our situation for
a while, Henry said, “I will not go to my home. I will stay
and teach these people until you find some one to come” So
we retnrned fo cur homes leaving Henry, who had been away
from his family for more than a year, to stay and help those
people.  Would you not eall this a spirit of sacrifice? Is not
this an indieation of a spirit of consecration? Does not this
savor of the spivit of the Magter? Do you know of European
young people who are willing to do more?

Simon.~— Perhaps T should tell you something of our work
in another part of the field, In our teachers’ institute last
vear some of the teachers wrote themes telling how they beeame
Seventh-day Adventists, One of our oldest converts there told
us how the white man ecame into that country and offered him
a good position as a capitec (native foreman). At first he was
inelined to aecept the offer; but he felt that he could do better
work in that capacity if he knew more English. So he weat to
the Malamulo Migsion that he might learn the white man’s
language. Of hig arrival there he said, “ The first man whom
T met on the misgion was Elder Hyatt, I remember his sermon
that touched me. It was based op Mark 16: 15, 16, where it
says, ¢ He that helieveth and is baptized shall be saved.’ When
I heard thiz word, I hegan to think, What must I do to bhe
saved? And right away I decided fo follow Jesus in my heart.””

This was in the early days of our work in Nyasaland when
Simon deeided to follow Jesug In his heart. And I am glad
to say that so far as I know he hag been following Jesus ever
gince, He g one of our most faithful workers, always at his
post of duty, and has been in charge of a number of our out-
gchools for a number of years. .

At one of the recent camp-meetings there he wrote the fol-
lowing letter: '

“Drir FarHER: Beginning with the first day of our eamp-
mecting untit today my heart is troubled about the work; omd
today I have chosen to.give myself a saerifice, even to leave
all for this work’s sake. 1 want to answer the guestion the
Lord asked in Isaiah 6:8,  Whom chalt I gend, and who will
go for us?’ I am not satisfed with being just » hearer. I
am ready to leave house, gardems, mother, even childrem, that
those afar off may hear the gospel.

#T am your helper,
“ SiMoN KALILOMBE.™

James.— A few years ago one of our native ministers begas
work in the town of Bulawayo. During the meetings, a native
there came in contact with him and learned the truth. This
boy, James, was then working in one of the stores at a wage
of four pounds a month, which is a very exceptional rafe for
a native in this country, He was finally eonvieted of the truth
and decided that he ought to obey. He went to his master
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and rvoported his convictiong, telling him that he desived to
.Eive notice that he was quitting at the end of the mounth. His
employer began to ask him the roason, He said that he had de-
cided to keep the Sabbath, IHis employer told him that that was
foolish; no use in doing that. But James was insistent that
he should obey. He was then told o wait a few days until he
got out of that foolish notion. James went away, but came back
shortly, and told his master that the Bible says the seventh day
ijs the Sabbath, and he must obey. After telling James how
foolish he was and trying to persuade him to continue on with
him, he finally offered to double his wage if he would not leave
him. But James was steadfast, and gave up the offer of eight
pounds a month to begin work for us for one pound. He hag
been a faithful young man ever since, and is today selling bhooks
from door to door to get the truth before his people.

Persecuted for His Sake.— One other incident I must relate,
Thore wag a woman down in Kafirland who hecame interested
in the truth, but her husband did net. He continued o be a
heathen and became very prejudiced. He did all he could to
keep her from attending our meetings, but without suscess, She
finally aecepted the message. He then did everything he could
to make it hard for her to he a Christian. Still ghe persisted,
and lived a noble life in her home. He forbade her to attend
our chureh, But she fold him she thought it was her duty
to go, and continued to do so. He then threatened her, saying
that if she went there again, he would give her a beating.
When I was thare, I attended church at this place during the
Week of Prayer. What about this native woman? Did she
come? Yes, ahe was present at every meeting, after which she
gtarted on her walk of four miles to her home to meet her hus-
band and receive a beating, Would you consider this a case
of true conversion and faithfulness to the message in the face
of persecution? This iz what the gospel is doing for the
Heathen of dark Africa, Does it pay to do mission work for
them? ) ‘W. E. SrRaw.

The Converted Native

_ TaE native of Afriea in his natuval state angwers well to the
deseription of every natural heart as given in the first and the
third chapter of Romans. His mind is darkened; he is eorrupt.
A heathen is one who does not know God, whether he i civilized
or not; but a civilized heathen — quite unconsciously te him-
#¢lf perhaps — has been influenced to a greater or less degree
by Christian environment. There are many portions of Afriea
whera the inhabitants have no Christian influence whatever;
they know nothing at all of their Creator and Saviour, and His
wonderful power to fit them for an stemity of purity and
happiness, for intimate association with Him.

But, there are other portioms of this continent where the
influence of missions, well established for years, has changed
the moral atmosphere of large scetions of thickly populated
country. In such porfions the intalligence of the native i much
higher than the standard of those still in darkest Africa. But
oven in these less dark sections, migsionaries find some who seem
not yet to have one gleam of light guiding them gut of all the
superstition and jealousy and malice and all the othér sordid
vileness which is snmmed up in that, alas, somewhat abstract
word — heathenism,

Within the shadow of one of our miasion stations, lived a
friendly chief, who, of course, had many wives. .One of his
gons, Shadrach, was a day scholar at the mission gehool. Day
after day, in cummer and winter, clad always In hig Angora
goatskin and equipped with slate, pencil, and vernaeular primer,
little Shadrach would be found at his desk ready for lessoms,
It wag such a sad surprise to his teachers when, one.morning,
they were told that Sbhadrach was about to be buried. This
sfory was told them: One of the shief’s wives had quarreled
with Shadrach’s mother, and for revenge had poisoned Shad-
rach, who told his grandmother that the parfieular “little
mother ¥ who had quarreled with his mother, had, on his return
from sehool the previous afternoon, given him something to
eat which had brought on violent pains. A few days after the
little fellow had been laid away, the tragedy seemed forgotten!
Hyman life is of little valoe when not estimated by tho gost
of' Calvary. '

The change from darkness to light is so sweet that native
converts readily become earnest students of the Bible, Many
are unable to read. These gather around one who can read,
and so they learn more of the “ God . heaven” Tt is gquite
& common eustom for natives to gather at night around a fire,
and listen to one reading and explaining a portion of Seripture.
Did not the Lord foresee such scenes when He wrote, “ Rlessed
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time
is at hand.,” No matter whether divine truth is learned through
the medium of eye or ear, or both, s0 long as the lesson ig
“kept.” But the Lord remembered to bestow a special bless-
ing on those who would be able only to hear. And those who
réad -—how eagerly they seareh for richer and still richer
jewels of truth, and what deep and perplexing questions they
ask, and ofttimes how crude is their imagination of the etcrnal
home!

One iz often impressed that these children of nature thiuk
elearly. Not long ago a Sabbath sehool seeretary was visiting
a mission station in the interests of Sabbath sehool work. At
a question-and-angwer serviee, a tall native arose and asked
several surprising questions relative to securing a record for
porfeet attendance at Sabbath sehool. “ How about it if a
person lives too far to attend a Sabbath school?” The seere-
tavy talked of the home department. “ What is to be done
if one visits anothor school?” The Visitor’s Card gave satis-
faction. After many similar questions had been asked and
satisfactorily angwered, he said, “Thank you, now I under-
stand,” and sat down. Tt is highly imprebable that thiz man
bad ever heard such details of Sabbath school organization,

As the consecrated native understands more and more elearly
the wonderful scheme to save man, he catehes the spirit of the
Baviour and leamns to sacrifice for the gospel. There is a story |
told of an old native woman in Basuteland whoe was too ex-
tremely poor to give money for missionary enterprise. One
day she thought, “ILet me make God one of the family!?
Each morning it wag her custom to ineasure two handfuls of
crushed grain for her husband, for herself, and for each of her
two children. Thenceforth she measured two handfuls for
the Lord, and stored it until she had sufficient fo sell, The
returns from these saleg are faithfully given for the support
of the Lord’s work. Or, it iz the same God whoe worketh the
game in alll The jewsels rescued from the gross heathenism
of Afriea will shine with bright luster in the Saviour’s erown,

“The diffusion of the gospel is a very marvelous thing, the
most marvelous thing in the universe. It begins in the heart
of an individual, and secretly, silemntly, but powerfully it
spreads, till the whole nature is penctrated and saturated by
its influenee. It iz as silent as the dew of heaven, but as.
saturating also. Like a sweet stream, it 1uns along many a
mile in silent beauty. You may trace its course, not by rear--
ing cataracts and rolling bowlders and rent rocks; but by the
belt of verdure, greenuness, and Fertility that extends along its
margin. Thus, bloodless revolutions of a most, extracrdinary
nature pass over tribes and. nations, and they become new
ereations in Christ Jesus through the power and influence of the
gospel of His grace, which iy still the power of God unto sal. |
vation to every one that believeth.” MEs. A. P. Tagr.

Suggestion Corner
Tus followingnamed workers are ‘indispensable to any

saclety ‘ : '
Ima Booster Neva Crita Size
A, Worker Faith Full Ness

Ahit All Thetime Neva Discournged Coi
Misgs Co. Operation Raize Our CGoal-
-Qo-operation + Go-operation ==/Results :

— From the Missionary Volunteer Bulletin,
Cumberland Conference.

DrAk LEADER: Please send us, your best ideas and moat
.guceessful plans for the U Buggestion Corner” | .
MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT,
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