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The New Year

“ (g, thank God for the glad New Year!
His gift direet from hegven,
And by onr lives lel us deelare
' Tt is in mercy given.
" Whether we gréet it with a smile,
Or with the falling tear,
Thank God for ell, and from our hearts
Weleome the glad New Year.”

NEW mercies, new blessings, new ltght on thy way;
New courage, new lope, and new strength for eaeh day;
New notes of thanksgiving, new chords of delight,
New praise in the morning, new songs in the night;
New wine in thy chalice, new altars to raise;
New fruits for thy Master, new garments of praise;
New gifts from His freasures, new smiles from His Tace;
New streams from the Fountain of infinite grace;
New stars for thy crown, and new tokens of love;
New gleams of the glory that waits thee above;
New light of vHiz countenanee full and unpriced;
All this bc the joy of thy now life in Christ!

VEsTa J, FARNIWORTIL,

Preparation for the Sabbath

THE very firgt word of the Sabbath commandment is “ Re-
member.,” God knew that the exacting cares and perplexities
of life would tend to engross the attention of man, and eause
him to forget the sacred relationship existing between him and
his Maker, or eause him to excuse in himself a carelessnesy or
disregard of its sacred obligations, From the earliest hour of
the new week and through each successive day wo are to re-
member the Sabbath—that golden elasp which binds us to
God and God to us. .

We can never meet God’s idea of Sabbath ohservance, by
keeping it merely in a legal faghion. We must remember it

has a spfl’itual bearing upon all the aetivities of life, Iun the
home, in the busy mart, whether buying or selling or other-
wise engaged, we must always remember that we are God’s
witnesses. Ivery iransaction is planned and exeeated with a
remembrance of the Sabbath, This will net only have a hal-
lowing influenee in our own lives, but will bring the Sabbath of
the Lord to the attention of our associates, many of wlom are
longing for light and truth. :

We must not allow the temporal cares of life so to engross
our timc and attention that when the Sabbath of the Lord
dawns we are too weary to enter into the spiritual rest obtaiued
through a personal study of the Word and refleetion on God’s
dealings with us, or by failing to associate with others of like
preecious faith when this p!rivilcgc is afforded us, Who can
measure the inspiring influemce in our own heart as we unite
with others in songs of praise, iu prayer, and in test{mony re-
conuting the vietories (od has given us?

“ While preparation for the Sabhath is to be made all
through the week, Friday is to be the specizl preparation day.
Through Moscs the Lord said to the children of Isrzel: ‘ To-
morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lowd: bake
that which ye will bake today, and seethe that ye will seethe;
and that wkich remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until
the morning.” ‘And the people went about, and gathered it
[the mannal, and ground it im mills, or beat it in a moxtar,
and baked it in pang, and made cakes of it.” Ex, 16: 23; Num,
11: 8. There was something to be doue in preparing the
Leaveu-sent hread for the children of Ysrael. The Lord told
thear that this work must be done on Friday, the proparation day,
This was a test to them. God desired to see whether or not
they would keep the Sabbath holy.

“ On Friday let the preparation for.the Sabbatlh be completed
See that all the clothing is in readiness, and that all the cock-
ing is done. Let the hoots be blacked, and the baths be taken.
It is possihle to do this. If you make it a rule, you ean do it
The Sabbath is unot to be given to the repairing of garments,
to the cooking of food, to pleasurc seeking, or to any other
worldly employment, Before the setting of the sun, let all
seeular work be laid aside, and all secalar papers be pubt out
of sight, Parents, explain your work and its purpese te your
c¢hildren, and et them share in your preparation to keep the
Sabbath according te the cormnandment.

*“ We slould jealously guard the edges of the Sahbath. Re-
member that every moment is eouscerated, holy time. Wlen-

*ever it is possible, employers should give their workers the

hours from [riday noon until the beginning of the Sabbath,
Give them time for preparation, that they may weleowne the
Lord’s day with quietness of mind. By such a course you will
suffer no losy, even in temporal things.”— Testimonses,” Fol.
VI, pp. 364-356, L

This instruetion from the servant of the liord is glvgax in
kindness, but reveals perfectly God’s expectatmns of is
children. 5

Prepamt_ien for the House of Praver .

Bince God is God and man is man, it is most fitting that we
should give consideration fo our appearance as we present
ourselves before the Lioxd for worship. Seareely wounld we
think of meeting an equal in social or business Life without
some consideration; how mueh more when we think of present-
ing ourselves im the presence of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ. The following counsel is given and iz worthy of
our consideration;

“Many need 1n.s*t1uet10n as b6 how thay should appear in the

assembly for worship on the Sabbath. They are not to enter
the presence of God in the common clothing worn guring the
week, All should have a special Sabbath suit, to be worn .when
attending serviee in God’s house. While we should not conform
to worldly fashions, we are not {c be indifferent in regard to
our outward appearance. We are to be neat and trim, though
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without adornment. Tho children of God should be pure within
and without.”— Id., p. 845

The above must not be interpreted to mean that God locks
primarily on the outward appearance. He looks deeper, evon
into the heart, reading the mnermost thoughts of man, Na
suggesiion js made of endeavoring to keep up with styles,
but rather that we shall be neat and clean as we come into
Hig presence. Sometimes our garments are wel worn or even
patches may appear, This.may not be considered & disgrace
or a reagen for absenting oursclves from the place of worship.

During the week mwany little perplexities and irritating ex-
periences have been encountered. Perhaps a hasty word has
heen spoken, a wrong has been done to a member in the home
or o business associate. Bofore the Sabbath dawns let all
these matters receive our attenticn. Make confession where
confession is needed, apology whero apelogy is meet, and let
all differences be put away. Let us appreach the Babbath with-
out bitterness, wrath, or malice. With the soul temple cleansed
and purified, we may enter into the presence of God and inte
followship with one another, experioncing truly a Sabbath’s
blessing and refreshing promised the Sabbath keeper:

“TIf thon turn away thy foot from the Babbath, from deing
thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy of the Lord, henorable; and shalt henor Him, not deo-
ing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speak-
ing thine own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the
Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the
earth, and fecd thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father;
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” Isa. 58:13, 14,

J. W. CHRISTIAN.

Chicago, Iil.

Keeping Bright the Definite Hope

As one who has been long in this message, I amn glad to
write a few lines to the officers of our churches, from the elders
to the humblest teacher in the kindergarten. I would that I
might see you face to faee and speak to your hearts.

First, then, whether we have been in offiee six months or
fifty years, let us ask ourselves individnally and honestly the
following questions: Am I a Christian? Do I have a living
hope? Is it definite? Does it abide aund comfort in trial?
Is it “ brighter as the years go by ¥9 Then let us say to our
hearts, “1f I cannot answer these questions in the affirmative,
am I qualified? Every office in the church of Christ is sacred.
-“Be ye elean, that bear the vessels of the Tiord.” When the
Lord says, “ Ye arc my witnesses,” does it mean me?

We are living in a eritical peviod. Hope and her sister
Confidence are dying — rapidly dyimg. The thought and the
seene are tragic. The soul that is nottoday anchowed, or seri-
ously anchoring, to a definite Christian hope, 18 well-nigh lost,
“ Bright lights are going ount in darvkness,” but, in spite of all
the deeceptive hypotheses of men, “the foundation of God
standeth sure, the Lord knowceth them that are His.”
So also there still “ remains,” pot only .a divine and definite
“rest for the people of Ged,” but alse a divine and definite
work (Matt. 24:14), made blessed by a divine and definite
hopis— the Christian's anchor for the soul,

ur hope must not be linited to the “ glorious appearing
of Jesus,” and enfranee into His kingdom. Our hope must
embrace fallowship with Jesus in the kingdom of His grace —

the kingdom of service, which prepares us for His glory beyond. .

In this serviee with Him now, we * finish ¥ our part of ¢ this
gospel of the kingdem.” What a blessed service!

Our hope is both definite and certain,. We may and should
each day meet temptations with that divine battle ery, “ It s
written  We may, and should, daily say, “ 1 know that my
Redeemer liveth.”

The Christian’s hope is based upen the “exceeding great and
precious promises” of God as both Creator and RBedeemer.
2 Peter 1:8-4,, These promises are eertificd to by the oath of
God Himsgelf, Heb, 6:16. The promises and the ocath are
re-enforced and demonstrated true (@) by the life of Jesus
in the flegh, culminating in the agonies of Gethsemane and Cal-
vary, crogvned by His resurrection and asceénsion to the “right
hand ‘of God,” to make “ intercession for us; ™ (b) by the lives

- latest news “ from tho front.”

of millions of men and women_of faith, down through the
centuries, RS ‘

This steadfast “hope’” has been demonsirvated sure in the
lions’ den, in the fiery furnace, in the slimy pit and loathsome
dungeon, on the rack, and at the stake. 0O, what & cloud of
‘witfiesses have arisen to fortify and brighten our hape today!
Have we any right to he numbered with them? “What a cloud
of witnessess from evory nation and age will stand up in the
last day and testify to the goodness, merey, and love of our
heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus Chrizl! Shall you, shall
I, bo a part of that company then? Yos, we may and wo shall
if we cherish and keep bright the definitc hope set before us
today.

To some, even officers of the church, the “hope” has been
dimmed by the vision seeming “ to tarry.” This has been and
will be one of Satan’s suares to catch these who ave not rooted
and grounded in the message. In 1866, when I gave rﬁy heart
to God, and wag baptized into this great movemeni, my soul was
thrilled with the advent hymn, © We shall sec our Lord acoming
in a few more days.” I acceptod my parents’ predietion that
T need not cxpeet to grow to manhood. In 1881, I began
preaching in our little church in my father’s house. T told
them I did not look forward mere than five years., But O,
how many fives have heen added! At times my own heart has
felt “ weary of Thy se long delay.” But each year hag given
a broader vision of the work and the merey of God. Many
times as I have looked into the radiant happy faces coming
from baptismal waters, my cwn face has lightened and my hope
brightened, for I have seen the Lord’s reason for holding open
the door of mercy .-and salvation. )

Today, away from “the firing line,” I am waiting for the
Evory falfilled and fulfilling
propheey checrs and brightens my hope. Every annual eneamp-
ment, a great city of tents filled with men and womon whoge
hearts throb anew ag our miuisters, secemingly with a new.
hold en God, give “the trumpet a certain sound; ” the reports

in the good old Rewiew from every nation, tongue, and peaple,

telling of the mighty miracles being wrought upon darkened
minds and hearts by the power of God in this present truth,—
these all furnigh, as it were, spiritual vitamines to my soul.

“ Beeing we also are eompassed about with so great a eloud
of witnesses, el us Jay aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patienee the race
that is st before us, looking unto Jesns the auther and finigher
of our faith.,! Heb. 12: 1, 2,

The vision of Jesus and His love; the mesgsage He is sending
to the world; and the people e is using in the work; all grow

Ban José, Colif.

“ Cheer up, ye soldiers of the cross;
The momeni goon will come
When you shall lay your armor off,
And reach yowr blissful home.”
ALBERT ., PLACE.
San Jose, -Callf.

“Wioe sheuld fill the elders’ place if the clders are ahsent?
Bhould any lay member be allowed to take that place by the
alder if he chooses to do sa?”

In the unexpected gbsence of the elder o (:lders, it would be
proper for the deacon either to take the sovvice for that day
himself, or, in counsel with other officers prosent, to select
some oné to lead the meeting for that day. Usually when it is
known by the elder that he will be absent, he, in counsel with
the officers of the ehurch, appoints some one to conduct Babbath
serviees in his absence, It would not be in keeping with usaal
procedure for 2 lay member fo assume this responsibility with-
out being imvited to do so by the chureh officers, or by a vote
of the ehurch itsclf in case of an extreme cmergency.

T, E. B.

“Omn, turn me, mold me, mellow me for use,
Pervade my being with Thy vital force,
That this else inexpressive life of mine
May bocome cloquent and full of power,”

-
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Home Missionary. Eepartmcnt

HOME RELIGION"

Missionary Theme for the Month of January.

{Suggestive Service Quiline for™ Sabbath, Janwary )"

Orexive Sovg: No, 563, ¢ Christ in Song.”

Seripture Reading: Psalms 144: 1-15.

Prayer.

Song: No. 568, “ Christ in Song,” or special song.

Report of missionary work done in December. Also anncunce
that individual reports are to be placed in hasket when
offering is taken.

Offering for the missionary work of the church.

A Bible Study: “ The Ideal Home; ¥ ¢onducted by the pastor
or elder.

Poem: “ God’s Will Is Right.”

The Sermon:  The Christian Home,” by Elder A. G. Daniells.

Conseeration of parents, children, éand homes.

Song: No. 383, “ Christ in Song.”

Note to Pastors, Elders, and Leaders

By action of the General Conference Committee the first
SBabbath of January is again dedieated to the comsideration
of the spiritual influence of the home, Seventh-day Adventist
homes shonld be, indeed, symbols of the family in heaven.
“ Christian homes, estahlighed and eondueted in accordance with
God’s plan, are among Hig most effective agencies for the for-
mation of Christian character and for the advancement of His
work.—* Tegtimonies,” Vol VI, p. 430, This copy of the
Gazerre wili he in your hands in ample time to_make proper
preparation for a most profitable service npon Family Altar
Day, and it is believed that such a gerviee will do mueh to
strengthen the devotional life of all your chureh members.
Emphasize the importanee of the “family altar” in every
family. It will be well for you to call atteniion to this im-
portant matter often during the year. Let us not rest until
every Sevenih-day Adventist home has its family altar estab-
lished, to be a blessing to all who may come under its saving,
keeping influence.

GENERAL CONPERENCR IoME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.

The Tdeal Home

Qucsﬁonj— How was the first home establighed?

Angwer—- The Lord God planted a garden eastward in
Eden; and there He put the man whom He had formed.”
Gen. 2: 8. :

Ques— For wlom was this home prepaved?

Ans—* The Lord God said, I is not good that the man
ghould be alone; I will make him a help meet for him.” Gen.
2:18, “ Adam called his wife’s name Eve; becaunse she was
the mother of all living.” Gen. 3: 20,

Ques— What, blessings are assured ix the home of the godly
man ? ‘ :

Ans.~—* Thon shalt eat the labor of thine hands: happy shalt
thou be, and it shall ba well with thee. Thy wife shall be as
a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like
olive plants round about thy table” Ps 128:2, 3.

Ques.— How arc parents to rear their children?

Ans— Ye fathers, proyoke not your children to wrath: hut
bring them up in fhe nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
Eph. 6: 4,

Ques— What are we to teach our children in the home?

Ans— These words, which T command thee this day, shall
be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently nnto
thy childyen, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou Hest
down, and when thou riscst up.” Deut. 6: 6, 7. “ The home
is the ehild’s fivst sehool, and it is here that the foundation
showld be laid for a life of service, Its principles are to be
taught not merely in theory, They are to shape the whole life
training.”— Lhe Ministry of Healing,” p. 400.

Ques— What was Abraham’s.example in this partieular?

Ans—*T know him, that he will command his children, and
his houschold after him, and they shall keep the way of the
Lord, to de justice and judgment; that the Lord may Dbring
upor Abraham that which He hath spekeu of him.” Gen,
18: 19,

Ques—- How did he teach obedience to God?

Ans~—* He removed from tlence unte a mountain on the
east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west,

and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unte the
Lord, and ealled upon the name of the Lord.” Gen, 12: 8,

Ques.— What is the father’s responsibility in this time?

Ans—*1In o sense the father is the priest of the household,
laying upon the family altar the morning and cvening sacrifice,
But the wife and children should unite in prayer, and join in
the song of praize, In the.morning before he leaves home for
his daily labor, let the father gather his children about him,
and, bowing before God, tommit them to the care of the Father
in heaven. When the cares of the day are past, et the family
unite in offering grateful prayer and raising the song of
praize, in acknowledgment of divine 'eart during the day.”—
“The Ministry of Healing,” pp. 892, 893,

Ques.— What promises has the Lord made?

Ang— Thus saith the Lord, Even the eaptives of the mighty
shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall he de-
livered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee,
and T’ will save thy children.” [sa. 49: 25, “ God designs that
the families ef earth shall be a symbol of the family in heaven,
Christian homes, estahlished and eondueted in accordance with
God’'s plan, are among His most effective agemcies for the
formation of Christian character and for the advancement of
His work. 1f parents desire to see a differcnt state of things
in their families, let them congeerate themselves Wholly to God,
and co-operate with Him in the work wherehy a transforma-
tion may take place in their Households.”—# Testimanies,” Vol
VI, p. 480,

The Christian Home
A, G. DANIELLS

Gor’s purpose 1 estahlishing the home is beautifully stated
hy the psalmist: “ That our sons may be as plants grown up
in their youth; that our daughiers may be as corner-stones,
polished after ithe similitude of a palace.” Ps. 144: 12.

It is in the soil or atmosphere of the Christiau home that
plants of Christian character are to he developed into sturdy
trees, which in dme iime are to be transplanted by the divine
Hughandmsan into pareched and harrea plaecs of the earth, there
to flourish and grow in beauty and strength, and bring forth
fruit whieh will redound to the glory of the Creator.

The home is not only symbolized hy a garden, in whieh the
ssong of the household are likencd to sturdy, growing plants,
but there is also the very appropriate simile of a quarry, in
which the daughters of the houschold, as precicus stones, arc
to be “ polished ” and made fit to he placed as corner-stones,—
reflecting the glorious character of the great Archifeet. The
greatest Ionor which the Creater confers wporr mankind, is
the saered responmsibility of enltivating the home-garden, and
wiscly direeting the polishing of the precious stoues. O that
fathers and mothers may today catch a new glimpse of their
divine ealling, and make an unreserved consecrition for the
realization of God's ideal for the lgmae.

‘We must not overlook the faet that this home-garden of the

- Liopd’s planting is loeated in an enemy’s country, and that this

enemy is ever alerb, watching f0r the Keepers to fall asleep,
when he will seize the opportunity to sow tares in the precious
eultivated soil, and thus create elemewnts of sorrow and rtuin,
‘What father or mother has not seen the indication or felt the
vesnlt of the enemy’s stealthy work? The Saviour understands
the whale sitwation, and how elearly He portrays the danger
and the need of constant vigilance.

The garden of the home life may be protected by a mighty
bulwark — the ’hedge of prayer and faith, This is the instrue-
tion whieh we ghould heed:

“ Before leaving the house for laboz, all the family sheunld be
ealled together, and the fgther, or the mother in ¢he father’s
absence, sheuld plead fervgnily with God to keep them through
the day. Come in humility, with a heart full of tonderness, and
with a sensc of the temptations and dangers before your-
selves and your children; by faith Dbind them upon the altar,
entreating for them the eare vf the Lord. Ministering angels
will guard children whe are thus dedicated to God, It is the
duty of Christion perents, morning and evening, by carnest
prayer and persevering fowth, to make o hedge about their ehil-
dren’— Testimontes,”” Vol. I, pp. 397, 898.




4 : THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

How great is the need to strengthen this hedge of earnest
prayer and persevering faith! Let us resolve that from this
day forth there shall be no gapy in this hedge,—mnot a- single
day without burning the incense upon the family altar, that the
canopy of God’s presence may hover over the home and over the
loved ones absent from the family eirele, for whatever cause it
may be. ;

The Home an Efficient Factor in Recruiting for
the Ministry

Preaching the gospel is the means which God has ordained
for the salvation of the world. At the present day there is
no branch of Christiar seivice more greatly in need of recruits
than the pospel mimistry, and it is recognized that the most
officient human factor in influencing young men to enter the
ministry is the Christian home, At a conference of over three
hundred students from wvarvious theologieal seminaries, more
than hatf 6f these students assigned favorable home influencés
a8 the cause which led them to devote themselves to the ministry.
Dr. John R. Mott, in his book entitled, “ The Future Leador-
ghip of the Church,” makes a strong appeal for reernits for the
ministry, and we belicve he states the truth when he says: © The
place of all places to bring to bear influence is the home. Let
there be thorough subsoiling in the homes, and all will be well.
Young men will guceessfully pass through most of the diffienl-
ties whieh present themselves in the.universities aud elsewhere
if they have come from earnest Christian homes where the at-
mosphere is favorable to their devoting themselves to such a
Christlike work.”

It is interesting to reeall examples showing the large contri-
bution made to the ministry by Christian homes.  William
Wilberforee, who- did so much for the cmanecipation of the
glaves, gave three of his sons to holy orders, one of whom be-
came & bishop. Four sons went out from the home of Bishop
Westeott into the service of Christ in India, The eight sons
of Dr. Sendder became missionaries. Of five sons of Dr. J.
Henry Smith, of Greensboro, N. C, three beeamme prominent
ministers, one the president of a college, who preaches very
fluently, and the other a university professer and a freguent
lecturer on Bible themes. The influence of their home was
the most poworful factor in their ¢hoice of a life-work. During
the boyhood of these song their father always had a colored boy
as a servant, The first one of these servants, seeing the chil-
dren at their books every might became interested and eager
Lo obtain an eduecation.
Lineol University, where he graduated and then became a
minister among his own peoplo. The eolored hoy who sueceeded
him followed precisely the same course, and lLiecame an carnest
preacher to his race. The history of the third colored boy was
exactly the same. All three of these colored ministers have been
faithful, and are a credit.to their calling. 8o, from this min-
ister’s home went forth six ministers .of the gospel, three white
and three colored. The family of Dr, Andrew Murtay, of South
Afriea, is also & remarkable illustration. Of the eleven children
who grew up, five of the six sons became ministers, and four
of the five daughters became ministers’ wives. The next gen-
eration already has a still more striking record, in that tem
grandsons have become ministers, and thitteen have hecome
missionaries. All but two of these twenty-three grandsons have
had the full theological training. The seerst of this unusual
contribution to the Christian ministry is the Chrigtian home.”—
“ The Future Leadership of the Chureh.”

High Ideals of the Scotiish Home
1t is gaid that “ in no other country is the home such a potent

factor for supplying the ministry as in Secotland. What are,

some of the things whiech have characterized many of these
homes that have furnished so many able men for the ministry?
In them religion was the chief concern. The parents were gen-
uinely religious. The life was sigple. The Sabbath was
observed strictly — some would say too strietly, but by their
fruits ye shall know them. Family worship was given a regniar
and very prominent place, both morning and evening. Much
attention was paid to Bible instruction and memorizing, . .
While there may not have besn many books in these homes,
there were some,” such as Bunyan’s “ Pilgrim’s Progress,”
Foxe’s “ Book of Martyrs)” “Trial and Triwmph of Faith,”
ete., “which were read and pondered, and which cxerted a

Dr. Smith arranged for him to go to*

.

tremendous influence on the character and beliefs of the people.

“ These Seottish homes all entertained the highest conception
or ideal of the ministry, No belittling eriticism of ministers
was allowed, The tradition was, dnd is, strong that at least
one son should enter the ministry. This was the deepest wish
of the mother’s heart. . Many a mother conseerated hey
son to the ministry from the time of kis birth. The mother
or father may not in many cases have expressed thoir wish to
the son, but he knew that the work of the chureh was warm
in their hearts. The Christian homes of other lands have much
to learn and imitate from those of Seotland. It is to be feared
that in the intense, hurried, feverish Novth American life, with
the poworful materiatistie influeness te which we are exposed,
home life is being starved and dwarfed spiritually, and that
it falls far short of this ideal,”

Prayer Answered

Many a Soventh-day Adventist mother, ke Hannah of old,
has solemnly dedicated her child to divine service. Eagerly
have parents watched for the fulfitment of their hopes, and with
what joy unspeakable have they recogmized the respomse to
the divine call as the children renounce the world and plaee
themsclves under Christ’s yoke of service. Many times, how-
ever, the realization of fond hopes is delayed, and there
may be some in every assembly for divine serviee today who,
with anxious hearts, are earnestly praying for the safe-conduet
of their dear ones througlk the valley of decision.” The
suspense may he great, Ifut do you mot “know in whom” you
have beligved, and are -you not “ persuaded that He is able to
keep ” that which you have eommitted unto Him?

Bishop Matthew Simpson firmly believed in the divine elee-
tion of ntinisters, and as an cxample of how God does lead the
youth in making decisions for life-work, and answers the prayer
of a Christian mother, we refer briefly to his experience, as
follows:

“Trained religionsly, I had come to a young mawn's years
before making a public profession of religion, Ocecasionally,
prier to my conversien, thoughts of the ministry somerimes
flashed across my mind; but it was only a flash, After wmy
conversion I was earnest for the welfare of others, and worked
in varjous ways lo promote the interests of the ehurch and
humgnity. The convietion grew upon me that I must preach.
I tried to put the thought away, because I feared I eould
never sueeeed. . At my work and in my stadies—for T
spent three years in preparing for the profession of medicine
~—1I was freguently in mental agony. I think I should have
rosolutely rejecled the idea, only that it seemed indissolubly
connected with my own salvation. I longed for some one
who could tell me my duty. I fasted and. prayed for divine
dircetion, but I found no rest until reading in the Bible, a
passage seemed written especially for me: ¢ Trusl in the Lord
with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understand-
ing, In all thy ways ackeowledge Him, and He shall direet
thy paths” T accepted it, and resolved to do whatever God by
Hig providenee should iudicate by opening the way,

“T never lisped to a friend the slightest intimation of my
mental agony, but hegan to take a more earnest part in church
services, One SBabbath I felt a strong impression that I ought
to speak to the people at might in prayer mecting, as we had
no preaching. DBut I sald to myself: How shall I? My friends
will think me foolish, for they know I 'cannot speak with iu-
terest, Hspecially T dreaded the opinion of an uncle, who had
been to me as a fatf]el', and who had superintended my educa-
tion. While I wag discussing this matfer with myself, my vncle
came into the room, and, after a moment’s hesitancy, said to
me: ‘Doen’t you think you eonld speak to the people tonight?’
I was surprised and startled, and asked him if he thonght T
ought to. He said: ‘Yeg; I think you might do good’ That
night, by some strange coineidence, the house was erowded, and
I made my first religious address to a publie eongregatiom,
It was not written; it wag not premeditated; it was the simple
and earnest outgushing of a sineers and honest heart. T was
soon pressed to preach, bui evaded all conversation on the
subject as far as possible,

“My seecond diffieulty wag that my mother was a widow;
I was her only som, and the only child remaining at home, Tt
seemed impossihte to Jeave her. I feared it might almost break
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her heart to propose it. But as I saw the church would
probably call me, and as I had promised God to follow His
openings, I one day, with great embarrassment, intreduced
the subject t6 my mother. After I had told her my mental
struggles, and what T believed God required, I paused, I shall
never forget how she tmrned to me with a amile on her counte-
nance, and her eyes suffused with tears, as she said: ‘ My som, 1
have been looking for this hour ever sines you were born,’ She
then told me how she and my dying father, who left me an
infant, congecrated me to God, and prayed that if it were His
will I might beeome a minister. And yet that mother had never
dropped a word or intimation in my hearing that she ever de-
sired me to be a preacher. She believed so fully in divine eall,
that she theught it wroug to bias the youthful mind with even
a suggestion; so much ag utlered in voeal prayer. That con-
versation settled my mind, What 2 blessing is a sainied mother!
T can even now feel lier hand upon my head, and I ean hear the
‘intomations of her volce in prayer.”

To Christian pavents, this experience should strengihen faith
and courage, |

“ Unangwerod yot? Nay, do not say ungranted;
Perhaps your part is not yet wholly dene,
The work bogan when first your prayer was uttercd,
And God will finish what He hag begun,
If you wili keep the incense burning there,
His glory you will see, somatime, somewhere,”

Te the young man or woman who has not suarrendered
strength and talent to the Master to whom they have been dedi-
-eated, comes the message: “ Today if ye will hear His voics,
harden not your heart.” O taste and see the blessedness of
feilowship with the Master in vietory over sin and in' winning
gouls for the heavenly kingdom. May this be a day of rejoicing
in the heavenly courts becanse of your willing surrender te the
power of the risem Christ; and may it bring to the hearts of
godly parents the joy of fulfilled hopes,

The Wonderful Word .

Aors 16: 31: Tour years after the “ Titanic” went down, a
young Beotsman rose in a meeting in Hamillon, Canada, and
said, “ T am a smvivor of the ¢ Titanic.” When I was drifting
alone on a sgpar on that awful night, the tide brought Mr. John
Harper, of (Hasgow, alze on a piece of wreek, near me, ‘ Man,
said he, * are you saved?’ ‘No, I gaid, ‘I am not” He replied,
¢ Belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.
‘‘he waves bore him away; but strange to say, brought him
back a little Iater, and he said, * Ave you saved now?’ ‘No. I
said, ‘I cannot honestly say that I am’ He said again, ‘ Be-
lieve on the Lovd Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,’ and
shorlly afier went down; and there, alonc in the night, and with
two miles of water under me, T believed. I am John Harper's
last convert.”’— The Expositor, May, 1925,

Church Qfﬁcers, Please Notice

Am the last Fgll Couneil the keynole strack was “ Evangel-
ism.” ¢ More soulg won to Christ at home and abread,” was
the slogan. To meet this objcetive, every known agency is
to be thrown into the battle for the greatest soul-winning year
of .our history. Our banucr yeav was 1924, with more than
25,000 baptisms; but we must make 1826 cven greater, There-
fore, the General Conference, recognizing the soul-winning pos-
sibilities of the Signs of the Times, has set aside January 17-30
as a special time, during which every chureh in North America
should plan to subscribe for a larger club than they have in the
past, and every member should be encouraged to snbscribe
for at least two copies for personal seul-winning work., Brother
Ferren, cireulation manager of the Swgas, will shortly fornisb
you with all necessary duia and information regarding this
special effort, and will also send you a printed outline of the
campaign. Plan to do your Test, and we are surc your clureh
will win sounis in 1926.

HoME MISSIONARY DEPAxTMENT,

JWOnen.,

‘

God’s Will Is Right
MARY RILEY SMITH

Sur folded up the worn and mended froek,
N And smoothed it tenderly upon her knes,
Then through the soft web ef a wee red sock
Bhe wove the bright wool, musing thoughtfuily:
“ Can this be all? The great world is se fair,
T hunger for its green and pleasant ways.”
A eripple prisened im her restless chair
Looks from her window with a wistful gaze.

“ The fruits T cannot reaeh are red and sweet,

The paths forbidden are both green and wide;

O God!l there iz no hoon to helpless feet
So altogether sweet as paths denied.

Home is mosgt fair; bright are my household fires,
And children are a gift without alloy;

But who would.bound the field of their desires
By the prim hedges of mere fireside joy?

“71 ean but weave a faint thread to and fro,
Making a frail woof in a baby’s sock;
Into the world’s sweet tumult I would go,
At its strong gates my trembling hand would knoek.”
Just then the children eame, the father, too;
Their cager faces lLit the twilight gloom.
“ Dear heart,” he whispered, as he nearer drew,
“ How sweet it is within thig Hitle room!

“ (tod puts my strongest comfort here fo draw

When thirst is great and common welis are dry.

Your pure degite iz my wncrring law;
Teli me, dear one, whe is so safe as 1%

Home ig the pasture where my soul may feed,
This room a paradige has grown to he;

And only where these patient feet shail lead
Can it be Lome for these dear ones and me.”

He tonched with revercul hand the helpless feet.

The ebildren crowded elose and kisged her hair,
“ Qur mother is so good and kind and sweet,

There’s not anether like her anywhere!

The baby in lher low bed opened wide
The soft blue flowers of her timid eyes,

And viewed the group about the eradle side
With smiles of glad and innocent surprise.

The mother drew the baby to her knee,

Angd smiling, said, “The stars shine soft tonight;
'My world ig fair; its edges aweet to me;

And whatsee’er Thy will, dear Lord, is right! ”

Great Mothers

[It would add to the interest of  this tatk if the ome giving
it shenld ountline Lriefly some of the achievements of the sons
whigl mace the mothers great. |

Te be well born is a great thing. And among the most
precions assets of anecestry is that of a good mother, The
mothers of men of gening have frequently been remarkable
And to them the world owes much, =

Cesar’s mother was. “a striet and stately lady of the old
school, nuinfected by the cosmopolitan laxity of her day.” Con-
acquently, though' the Cemsars were wealthy, their household
was simple and severe. Its greatest son “ was always passion-
ately devoted to his mother, who shared his house up to the
time of her death,” when he was forty-six years old.

Charlemagne’s mother alse was “ a matron of the old achool,”
and made her mark vigibly apon the natuve of her som, who
¥ grossly deteriovated ” after her death in his forty-seeond year.

Murtin Luther took after Iis mother, who, although she had
a reputation for mildness, whipped him ‘until the blood came,
for stealing a nut! ,

CromwelPs mother wag “ strong, homely, and keen ” of face;
“with o flrm moutl and penetrating eyes, a womanly goodness
and peacefulness of cxpression.” She survived her husband
thirty-seven years, remaining throughout her Iife to her nine-
tieth year by her sow’s side, “was lodged by him in Whitehall
Palace, and royally interred in the abboy.”

The mother of Willinm the Silent was devout and affec-
tionate, “enduring z long life of ecalamity and bereavement
with herolc serenity and courage,” and died after an honorahble
career, aged seveuty-seven,

Napoleon attributed “his elevation to his mother’s training, -
layimg down the maxim that the future good or bad eonduect
of & child depends entively on the mother.’— Selected.
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Tom Tyson’s Background

HE let down the hars that the cows might go into the lanes.

“ (o, boss! Btep up, Buky! Hey there, boss, what do you
mean? ¥ -

" The cows made a procession of themselves, wilh the etately
black-and-white cow, old Bess, in advance. She was the leader,
ag usual. Tommy said she had been born that way; she was
always at the head of things. Next to her eame the fidgety,
nervous, rather ill-matured little yellow cow, Suky. Bhe was
part Jersey, and her blue blood may have made her tempera-
mental. Tt often works out that way in human heings, so why
not in a cow?

Lazy old Cherry was behind, of course. She was always at
the tail end of things. Tommy gave her red haunches a dap
or two to make her step over into the lane.

Then he put up the bavs and followed the procession up
the hill to the barnyard. It wasg a gently rising, almost im-
perceptible hill, and Tommy loved this road up the lane; and
the way never grew old to him. On both sides were the

~meadows, one of them with red clover growing close to the
crooked rail fence, The grass had just heen eut on the other
side, and was stacked up in fragrant laycoecks, dotting the
surface like little Indian wigwams. The gentle wind was loaded

" with the perfume of the rved clover and the new-mown hay
intermingled. 'Was there ever another fragrance so delleious?
Along the sides of the lane grew elder bushes, now whito with
delicate blosgoms, and the shy wild roses laid their cheeks
against the gray rails of the fence. A brown chipmunk came
vunning along the top of this femce. When he gsaw Tommy,
he stopped short and began a scolding chatter, then whisked
over and uader and disappeared into some convenient knothole.
A Dblue jay heard Mr, Chipmuuk’s fuss, and came fiying to
the big waluut tree half way up the lane, There he swung
himgelf on a little bough, and noisily demanded in Dird lan-
guage to be told what was going on. The boy stopped and

-whistled at him and then followed the cows, who were now wait-
ing to be let into the buruyard.

The * hired man,” Henry, was sitling on the steps of the
little corn bam whittling a stick, He rose and let in the cows,
which came through lowing their home grecting, Tommy took
Henry’s place on the wocden steps,’ while the man went to the
houss for the milk buckets. There were three shining tin ones
on a shelf by the kitehen door. He took two of them and eame
back to the bavnyard, and began milking old black-and-white
Bess. Tommy watched the foamy white milk streaming into
the tin pail, almost hissing, it came so fast. Presently his
mother came out of the kitchen, took up the wther milk bucket,
and walked to the barnyard, She stepped along briskly, hum-
ming a hymn tune under her breath. She smiled at Tommy
as she passed him and went on to milk the temperamental
Mrs, Suky. Tor that bovine lady would permit no one elso
to ecome near her. When the milking was over, and the milk
strained, and put away, Mrs. Tygon eame out with & deep yellow
dish full of the foamy liquid, and ecalled, * Kitty! Kitty!
Kitty! »

And here eame the two cats round the eorner of the kitehen,
The big yellow ecat, and the littie spotied kitten, with their
tails borne aloft like banners upraised. Tommy watched them
because he liked to sce them eat. It was part of the daily
prograim to whieh he was accustomed, and that helped make the
home feeling,

As the sun slowly set in the gold of itz western glory, time
eame for the evening meal.

When they had ecaten supper, but were still at the table,
Mrs. Tyson brought the big Bible and laid it on the table hefore
her husband, then sat down in a ehair, beside him. There was
a bookmark placed where the daily reading was to begin, but
beforo he could open the book to that place, his wife laid her
hand on his,

“T feel tired tomight, T've dome an extra big @ay’s work.
T've been cleanin’ and bakin’ and the dear knows what all. So
T want to hear something comforting and sanething to make
me forget how tired I am. Suppose you read the twenty-third
psalm.” :

“That’s all right with me,” he said.
book of Psalms, he bhegan:

And turning to the

“mhe Lord is my Shepherd; 1 shall not wart, He maketih
me to lie down in green pastuves: He leadeth me beside the
still waters.”

‘While the musie of the trinmphant words marched on, Mrs,
Tyson nodded her ltead in glad unison., This pman of praise
belonged to her, as much as to the onc who wrote it, centuries
ago. When he vead the last lines, she vepeated the words with
him :

“ Surely goodness and merey shall follow mo all the days of
my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”?

Then Tommy’s father prayed, simply and trustfally, as any
child might talk to his father.

After prayers, his Tather and Henry went out to the barn lo
altend to the stock, and “do the evening chores,” as they
termed the nightly duties.

Tommy went out on the back poreh and sat on the step, with
the hrindled watehdog, old Tige, lying down at his fect., He
heard his mother hustling avound the kitchen doing the evening
work, And while she busied hergelf, she was humming somne-
thing, Dresently her voice rose full and strong, in that old
hymu that is one of the battle eries of God’s children:

“ How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is faid for your faith in His exeellent Word.”

He loved to hear hiz mother sing. The rich, full, mellow
notes sometimes made a little tingling fecling run up and down
hig spine. Samethnes he wanted to ery, although he felt happy.
Often the tears were in his cyes when he heard her sing, al-
though e would not hawve had her stop for anything, He did
not understand wliy he was so affected; he only knew it was
that way.

Now, the stars were out, all over the dark sky, like shining,
gilver points. And the whippoorwills were calling acrass from
one dusty hill to another, His mother spoke to him, saying
it was time he went to bed, Se he climbed the stairs, rather
slowly and sleepily. Just as he was tmrning into his room, she
came to the frout of the stairs and called to him;

“ Bonny, don’t forget your prayers!”

After he was in bed, e lay and listened to the night sounds
outside. The whippoorwills sounded fainter now, but the hig
bullfrogs in the meadow were singing their bass solos. "The
thought of the meadow below and the little stream where the
frogs were, brought to his mind the psalm his father had read
that evening, He repeated to himsslf: “ Green pastures and
still waters — preon pastures and —’ then he dvifted on the
gtill wators to sleep, Angene Cox,

An Immigrant Mother

AN immigrant mother with several children camo to this
land of promise in_order that her dear ones might lave a
greater opportunity in life, Uncomplainingly she toiled for
yoars in factories for the support of the family. Slowly. the
children grew, ard the burdens gradually became lighter for
the mother. One day, however, the eldest, who was now -the
largest’ wage-earner in tho family cirele, went to his mother
and told her that he felt that Christ had called him into the
minigbry of the gospel. Te was all atromble for her, and won-
dered how she would receive his statement of hig own vision.
She was now older and weaker than in former days; but the
spirvit of sacrifiecc which characterizes motherhood asserted
itself, and her answer wag immediate. -

“ Be sure, my gon, that the same Lozd who hath guided us
thus far will not forsake us now. @Go where e, wants you to
go; obey His voice; and I shall feel honored that my Lord
clroge one of my own boys for His gerviee” Thus spdke the
mether as she gave her first-horn her henediction. The inei-
dent wag told by a young man on the day of his graduation
from a theological seminary in the State of New York, as he
referred im hig address to the sacrifices made by the mothers
in order that their lads might follow the call of Christ. He
knew tlwe mother well, he said; and some who listened wondered
whether it was not a chapter from hig own experience. At all
events, many who heard him were moved to tears and prayerful
thanksgiving at the recital of the story.— Eapositor, May, 1925,

!
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A Personal Testimony to the Power of the
“ Family Altar”

Firsr I want to express to you again, what T believe I told
you beforc, the far-reaching influence the morning and evening
prayers whieh were so faithfully and interestingly conducted at
your hoine, had in shaping my life. 1 remember so well one
time I asked Mabel: * Surely your father will let you go to
this party,— so-and-se will be there, ete.” “No,” said Mabel,
“he deesn’t care to have me go” So sweet was her answer,
and so mild her spivit with ne thought in it of rebellion, though
I knew she wanted to go, and had halfway expected that she
might go, that T wondercd. I've thought of it many times,
and then the conclusion camg to me, “ Ak, thesc morning and
gvening prayers, that’s the power that helds them” Fhose
sweet sorigs vou folks used to sing each merning! You have
no idea hew they thrilled my young heart as their melodies were
wafted on the breeze regularly morning and evening over to cur
houge across the strect. I wag o anxious that Havold and 1
should have the same blessing, that we started the very first
day of our life together, even though it was on the frain, hav-
ing worship, and as often as ednvenient we have singing too,
thougl we have ne piano or organ sccompaniment as yet. But
we've recelved a blessing just the same, and we hope some day
to know others alse bave heen blessed.— Copied from a letter
wiitten to Elder Bowen by Mrs, Havold ¢, Leland.

When Father Prays

Wuxrn father prays, he doesn’t use
The words the preacher does;

There’s different things for different days —
But mostly it’s for uns.

When father prays, the house is still,
His voice is slow and deep; ,
We shut our eyes, the clock ticks loud —
8o quiet we must keep!

He prays that-we may be good boys
And later on good men;

And then we squivm, and think we won't
Have any quarrels again,

N ~
You'd never think, to eck at dad,
He once had tempers, toe! | -
I guess if father nceds to pray, '
We youngsters surcly do.

Bometimes the prayer gets very loag
Axnd hard to understand;

And then T wiggle up quite close,
And tet him held my hand.

T can’t remember all of it
I'm little yet, yon see;

But one thing I cannot forget,
My father prays for me!

— & W, T, in the Sunday School Times,

On Whose Side?

Ox one occasion Mr., Fohn Burng and Mr. Lloyd George took
a few hours’ leave from their arduwons work at the House of
Commons, and ran down to a popular scaside resort, There
they met a gentleman and his son whe was just home from
college, and the four walked along the promenade. After the
vigitors had returned to London, the young man teld his father
how greatly he had enjoyed the walk, and how clever and well-
infermed his companion was, “ And, father,” he said, “we
had been taiking about the game of life, and he asked me if
I was playing it well. I told him I was trying to do so, and
he gaid quickly, *Arc you oa the side of the Great Captain —
Jesug Christd’ And I told him T meant to be, and so I do,
father.”” The father then told his boy that his companion
wag Mr. Lloyd George.— Sunday School Chroniele.

Quiet Time.”

A Family Altar Traet

Becavse of the inereasing interest in this importaunt subject,
and an ever-growing demand for instruction as to bow the
family worship time may be made one of the brightest and best
parts of the day, there has heen prepared a thirty-twe page
tract, entitled, * Family Wo'rsh:'lp: Its Importance and How
to Cenduet It.” This leaflel is printed by the Review and
Herald Publishing Asscciation, and costs four cents each, Con-
ferences may order in quantity at the nssal discount. A copy
of thig very inspiring and instructive little volume should be
in every Seventh-day Adventist home. Ozrder a supply for your
Family Altaxr Day service threugh your Book and Bible House,
calling for Christian Home Series, No. 4,

GuNERAL CoNFERENOE HoME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.

Prayer

PRAYER is not mere earncst repeating of words. It iz mere;
through the earnestly repeated words the life is geiag out as
a spivit-force to the thing or person or place prayed for. And
prayer makes that ontgoing life itself purer, gentler, stronger.
The voiee, which becomes the cxpression of the whole persenal-
ity within, strengthens and intensifies the power of that per-
sonality., And prayer takes the subtle power of the personality
out to be felt by those for whom the prayer is offered.

S0 prayer gives the real pewer, unseen, but the mord tre-
mendous and all the more felt io the bit of service done; it

_makes the man serving infinitely more than the thing done, to

those touched by it and him. . . .

Prayer is more lhar asking, though it is that. It is more
than pleading and claiming, though it includes these. It ig
the putting of oneself in simple, full toueh of heart and spirig
and life with our Lord Jesus, We do it in the purpose of
our hearts. Tt is pessible for us beeause of the shedding of
His blood, by which we can get past our sins and weaknesses
close up to Himself,

That elose touch of our spirit with Hig is the very heart of
prayer. It is not a matter of feeling that it is so, but of know-
ing that when we go to meet Him He comes to mect uwy. 1
go alone to pray. e is there by my side. From Him there
comes into me new life “new strength, new cleansing, ncew
gbimulus; both body and brain and spirit come under the
influence of that wondrous Presemce.— S, D. Gordon, in “The

Things Easy to Do

I the morning’s Hurry Lo forget the prayer altar and let the
devolional hour slip by,

To let the eaves of the day shut out the sunlight, and in the
Fret and worry forget the prayer song at night.

To fail in remembering the Sabbath and its coming, and fo
have it reach us unprepared.

To think so much of taking up the unfinished tasks that we
anticipate the sunset and negleet the Sabbath farewell So
the heavenly visifant departs without recognition.

To let companionship overryle conseience, and so go in the
way of the ungodly.

To toy ‘with the moments, and forget that cach one carries a
treasure that may bc secured for eternity.

To leok at evil, be charmed by the evil, and so do evil.

To forget that (tod hates sin, and though willing to forgive
freely and pardon the sinuner, it is only on condition that we
# go, and sin no more.”

Te risk reputation and character in the purswit of some-
thing that has bewitched the mind, without looking to sce the
end from the beginming.

To speak sharp, hasty words, whea kind, sympathetic words
would have accomplished our objective a thousand times better,

To gaze on fercign fields, and forget that the trucst test of
service lies within our own deors.

To accept the easier task, and leave for others the heavier
burden.

To let the spirit of eriticism rob our own life and the lives
of others of all the sweetness that should be there.

To think that our business in life is to keep every one
straight but ourselves, R. HarE,
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Missionary Yolunteer
DBepartment

The “ Gazette ™ and Plans for 1926

Ir was never intended to put enough material into & program
to make it possible for those taking part to read or memorize
their parfs and recite them in parrot fashion. There is no
beotter way to “ kill ¥ a society than this method, for ne program
can be interesting unless those taking part have put real effort
into the preparation of their “talks,” have made them their
own, and are ready with their own thoughis on the suliject
agsigned, The true Missionary Volunteer will want to give of
hig own instead of relying on the thounghts of others.

And so, make it very clear te the program commntittee, s¢ that
they in turn ean make it clear to those taking part, that the
material given is simply for the purpose of awakening further
thonght and stucdy oun the subject under diseussion, The illus-
trations, too, are but examples in point of the subject and not
the whele topie,

This year we are planning fo yeke up more strongly than
ever, the missionary activities of the society with the programs.
For this reason, we are suggesting a short Standard of Attain-
ment drill each week whether the subjeet of the drill iz in haw-
mony with the subjeet of the program er not, Our young
people should be so full of the Word and so sure of the reason
for the hope that is within them, that they should ho ready to
pass on to others the light of the truth., One of the geals whieh
our young people’s workers admit is the hardest to reaeh is
“ Bouls Won” TIs it because the young people do not know how,
or ig it heeause they do not eare? If the first, this regular aten-

. tion te the truths which muke us a peculiar people should help,

to vemedy the situation. If the latter, pray that each may have
more of the love ef God in the heart, and then encourage each
member to get more elosely in touch with neighboia and the

’%&b, «needy. Aecquaintanes with the needs of others hegets a desire

in the heart of those consecrated to God to meet those needs.
“With this in mind, wo are also plamning to feature tlie band
work of the society, Each week, there will be an opportunity
te report work done by the vavious bands, These reports need
take but three minutes, but they will keep evermore uppermost
in the minds of the members the importance of Christian ae-
tivity. - Then, onece a month, the work of some speeial band
will be studied,

To make the year’s program a suecess, the leader needs a
consecrated and energetic leader for the Standard of Attain-
ment elass whe will alse give some study to the drills each week,
making them interesting and different. If the church is fortu-
nate in having a pastor, he should hear tho responsibility of
training the young people for soul-winning wori. Then, do
not forget that if thorough work is to be done, the members
will need a clagss book. The Standard of Attainment Manual
should not only be in the society library, but in the hands of
the officers and mémhers whe are studying to show themselves
approved.

The next requisite for suceess iz an aetive and consecrated
leader of the Christian help band, some one who iy acquaintad
with the needs of the community, and is ingenious in interest-
ing others in hehalf of the needy. Young people respond with
enthusiagm when they sre given gowething to do, but they often
pags by opportunities because they do not see them. It is the
business of such a leader to find the opportunities and enlist
the young people. ‘

Devotional Meeting for Janunary 2
Senior
Topic: The Year With the Word.
1. Opening Hxercises.
2. Btudy: The Word of God.
3, Talk: “ The Power of the Word.”
4. Talk: “ The One Way.”
5. Recitation: “ Search the Scriptures.”
6. Symposium: “What the Moining Watch IHas Meani
to Mo.”
7, Talk: “ Reading All of Tt
8, Response: ¢ The Bihle in My TLife”
9, Morning Watel: Summary,

! Junior
Topie: KHeeping the Morning Watoh,

. Opening BExercises.

. Repeat the Junior Pledge and Law.
. Text Drill.

. Superintendent’s Talk.

Tallk: ¢ Treasures.”

. Recitation: ¢ The Morning Watceh.”
. Talk: “ Tunning In.” ’

. Bympoginm: “ My Favorite Verse”
. Morning Wateh Drill.

R tR g N

. along with prayer, will revolutionize any life,

Notes to Leaders

Nuo society is a success without ‘a strong devotional aimos-
phere. The first program of the year should sound the keynote,

The purpese of this program is to give emphasis to the im-
pertance of the devotional life of the individual, The Morning
Wateh habit, whieh means the consistent study of the Seriptures
The meeting
should deal with fundamental truths, using the little Calendar
and the Bible Year plan only as a means to an end. Have on
hand enough Morning Wateh Pledges for each member. They
read: “ Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for help, I will make
it the rmle of my life to set apart at least fifteen minutes every
day, if possible early in the morning, for quiet moditation,
Seriptmie reading, and prayer.” Then, be surec you have a suffi-
cient supply of Bible Year leaflets. They are No. 56 for the
Seniors and No. 55 for the Juniors, Urge the starting on time
and regular reading of the Bible. |

Advertise— At the beginning of the year, appeint an officer
to be respongible for the advertising of each program, Tosters
in the entry of the church where young people will see them,
and regular announcements should be a duty for-eaeh week,
Tor this weok, sketeh an open Bible with rays of light shining
from it. On each ray print a word. Power, peace, wisdom, efe.,
are sent forth by the rays of God’s Word. Then, underneath
write: “ Let it shine on you,” and the annomncement -of the
time of meeting. :

To College Yeaders'

A strong devotional meeting at the beginning of the vear is
valuable to the very life of the school, This is ene of the most
important ineetings of the year, and the program should be

. given your most careful study. The regular notes are full of

auggestions for the original work, but a college program has
an epportunity to call upon the experience of many more than
the average church society., And the expetience of another is
far more conerete and ingpirational than his theories. Make
the program cluster areund a sympesium, *“ What the Morning
‘Wateh has meant to me in a time of trouble,”” “How I keep
the Morning Wateh,” “ Tho Bible in my life,” and similar
topies, may be the subject of three-minute experience talks,

Senior Notes

The first lesson in the Standard of Attainment Manual dealg
with the Word of God, which, of course, fits in with the plans
for the present mecting, The one eonducting the drill, must
give it thought and stady to make it not only interesting, but
full of life. Prepare a series of gquestions based on the proof
texts. Post a list of the lexts which auswer the questions; a
blackboard wilt saffice for this, Then eall on volunteers to
choose the right text te fit the question.

3. Talle: “The Power of the Word”— As a basis of your
talk, use the paragraphs taken from the first chapter of “ How
to Obtain Fulness of Power,” by R. A. Torroy,

4. Talk: “ The One Way”— Many young folks admit that
they do not enjoy reading the Bible, and yet they also admit
that thoy should, Ono of the chief reasons is the faet that so
many have formed their tastes for light, easy reading that re-
guires no cffort on the part of the reader. The truth of the
matter is that the Bible must be studied to be enjoyed. 'The
reader must picture the scenes portrayed. He must ask ques-
fious and hunt answers. He muet compare books with books,
chapters with chapters, and texts with texts. Tt takes braina fo
read the Bible,

“ The Bible was written by intellestual giants,” so writes a
thinker of today. We know it was not only written by intel-
leelual giants., but God Himself gave His thoughts through
them, (Study Isa. 55:8,) If that is se, only thinkers ean
grasp the truths there, And yet, even beginners who uso their
hrains find real pleasuve in its study. And the wisest and hest
men will never learn all there is in it fo think ahout, for it is
infinite. We shall find greater and greater thoughts in God’s
Word throughout all ages.

And so the Bible is only for those who have a bit of determi-
nation mixed with backbone, and who arc willing to work. To
them, it will beeoine an enjoyable book, How do T know? Wel,
it has to all who have thonght and studied since the very first
of history. David onjoyed it so much that he wrote a song
about it: '

“Oh how love I Thy law!
Tt is my medilation sll the day.”

“ How sweet ave Thy words unte my taste!
Yoa, sweeler than honey to my mouth.”

But ke studied those words continnally, for he writes not only
of the day, but, of the dawn and the aight.

“ T anticipated the dawning of the morning, and eried:
T hoped in Thy words.

“ Mine eyes anticipated the night watches,
That I might meditate on Thy word.”

There was no negleet or tucking it inte a tired corner of the
day, by David. So the Word of God wae swect to him. This
is possible to any one who will read and study and live with
the Word as did David., (Round out thig talk with instruction
and quotations from “ Steps to Christ,” pp. 93-96. Emphasize

I
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such statements as, “ There iy but little benefit derived from a
hasty reading of the Scriptures,” and, * Never should the Bible
be studied without prayer.’”)

6. Symposium.! * What the Morning Watch Has Meont to
Me”—1In devotional ineetings especially,  experience means
more than theory. Ask several of your most ecnsecrated mem-
bers to tell what the Morning Wateh means to them, Remem-
ber, too, that pecple ave interested in conerete examples of times
when the Morning Watelh carried a message for the day. For
other suggestions, vead the notes to college leaders. .

7. Talk: * Reading All of 1t.”— Ask a member who has been
faithful in observing the Bible Year to take this part. Thoge
who read and stedy but sections often miss gems of thought

aud lessons tucked away it portions of the Book that seem un-'

interesting. If some one who has had experience could tell of
some of these gems, giving concrete examples, it would be an
encouragement te others to read the Bible through, Make

the talk another one of expervience. The following paragraph is,

alse one,in point:

“ Bome time ago, the press brought to public attention an
unusual happening in the State of New Jersey. An old gentle-
man, a veteran of the Civik War, was packing his scanty he-
longings preparatory to breaking up a home c¢njoyed for many
yvears. During these years, a meager government peusion had
sufficed for hig.needs. And now, he felt that no longer could
he keep hig home. Arrangements were made for him to live at
the home of a son in a disiant place, Many years before he
had heen beneficiary of the property of an aged relative, who
ingerted the following im her will: ‘I give and bequeath fo
(naming the heir) my property, together with my Bible and all
that it contains.” During the intervening years, he had kept
the Bible because pf the sentiment attached to il. The few
hundred doltars realized from the remainder of the estate was
scon gone. Then, as he was preparing to leave his home that
had become so dear to kim, onc day, evidently from curiosity,
he opened the Bible, and to his amazement there lay before him
a bank note neatly placed between the pages. Further search
resulted in almost five thousand dollars! For years, he had
lived a life next door to poverty, when within his rveach was
wealth enongh to have kept him entirely comfortable”— Rev.
Stanley Marple, D, D.

8. Response: “ The Bible in My Life— Let this be a veal
devetional feature. We little realize what a barrenness would
possess our lives if the Bible and all that pertains to it were
suddenly dropped out. At the beginning of the mceting, pass
out two or three guestions, sueh as: What would happen to the
nation were the Bible withdrawn? (Schools, hospitals, ehurches,
are all the direct results of the teachings of the Bible.) What
would it mean to the future generation to have nore that knew
the Word of God? What would it mean in my life never to
see it again? Ask others to follow with an expression of the
need of the Bible in their lives. Close this part by faking
Morning Watceh and Bible Year enrolment pledges, passing out
the leaflets to those who start to read their Bibles through.

9. Morning Wetch Summary.-— Ask some one to give a brief
forceast of the subjeet matter of the coming week’s texts.

Junior Notes

After the Junior Pledge and Law are repeated, the Leador
should be ready to interpret the first phrase of the law in his
own words. He should, however, refresh the memory by read-
ing the paragraphs at the bottom of page 40 of the Jumior
Manual.

3. Text Drill—— Study first two seotions on page 5 of Junior
Standard of Attainment Manual.

4. Superintendent’s Lolkb— The purpose of your jalk is to
show how important it is to fecd upbn the Word of God., Not
very long ago, the police found a man near Providence, B. 1.,
who had on little clothing and was on fthe verge of starvation.
They took him to the station and fed him and gave him some
warm eclothing., While he was putting on the clothing, the
police found tHat he was wearing a money belt, and en bives:
tigation, thoy discovered that he had a large sum in gold. The
man who was starving wag carrying around with him $5,315.
That is a pieture of many professing Christians. The Book of
God is loaded with gems that will last throughout cternity; and
vet hundreds of boys aund girls let their Bible stand on their
tables closed, or open them only when they “have” to get a
lesson, or beeanse they don’t want to spoil their class reeord by
not stucdying the S8abbath sehool lesson every day. The Bible

dees nol give up its riches except to those who arc willing to

stndy it.  (Sec Senior note, “ The One Way.”)

Many boys and girls have found the way of truth in it. Tell
the story of Elizaheth, who bat a young girl, in a convent, found
the Bible, and studied it until she was ready to faee déath for
the truth which she had come to love, (Sce “ Youthful Wit-
nesses,” p. 80.) The story of Willinm Hunter as told in the
Instructor of June 23, 1925, is also one which shows the won-
derful influence of the Bible on the lives of young folks who
have lived with it, Cloge with a praetical apvlication to the
lives of the boys and girls. What will the Bible do for each
onef Study the artiote, “ The Power of the Word.”

5. Talke: “ Treasures.”’— Use the thought and illustration sug-
gested in the SBenior notes under “ Reading All of Tt” Then
“tell in your owi words the Bible story which you like the best,
and which has been a help in making you a better boy or girl.

7. Tatke:  Tundng In’— Ask some boy to tcll how he tunes

in for a distant station with his radio.

First, he must have

absolute quiet, 30 that he ean cateh the slightest sound; then
he must put the needle‘in a certain position, so that he will be

ready to receive the messages of a certain wave length,
-slightest vartation witl spoil his chanee.

The
Then draw the leszon.

God’s love and His care is all about us, but we must be in tune

to' receive it.

The only way to put our souls in tune with the

Master of the universe is to read His Word with a prayer in
our hearts. It is said that George Miiller,- when about toc pray,
would read the Bible se as to have God’s purposes and plans in

wind before he placed his requests,

The whole world knows

how le supported thousands of orphans by prayer.

1 was dviving through a great forest once, the motor was
whirring as it tock the rige and fall of the road. I saw the
trees, onee in 2 while I caught glimpses of the sky. Aud then
we stopped. The car was quiet, but such a burst of melody

that came to our cars,
anthems, and the forest became alive with glorious music.

The birds were singing their evening
That

musiec had becn there before, only it had fallen on dull ears as
we rashed by, Boys and girls like to be doing things, there is
go mueh to see and it is such fun to play, but even very youig
Juniors learn to see wonderful things in the Bible when they
stop long enough to lsten and twie in,

8. Sympostum: “ My Favorite Ferse”’— Agk the memhers to
be ready to repeat their favorite verse and to tell why that par-
ticular verse has come to mean something to them.

Clese with a lively Moraing Wateh drill,

This should he well

prepared, those who are to lead outl by repeating a verse shounld
have it well in mind.

“ Power belongeth unto God.”

The Morning Watch

A 8BAs0N of prayer when the day begins,
To agk the Lord 1o forgive onr sins,

To ask Him to help us through the day
To walk in the strait and narow way.

Unless we have help, of what worth are wo? e ¥
For Jesus said, “ Ye can do naught without Me* .S
And if we negleet this sacred hour, :
Our faith will be weak, and feeble our power.

Let us fkeep a wateh in the morning bright,
And work for the Lord from dawn till night.
And strive so our lights will not grow dim,
But draw our friends still closer to Him.

ETHREL WILLMGORE.

Search the Scriptures

WE shonld fear to skim the surface
Of the saered Word of God;
Precions jewels lie heneath it,
We must dig, and delve, and plod.
See the miner in his efforts
To obtain the golden ore;
Bager his antieipation,
As he digs and digs for more.

Wo shonld fear to skim the surfaece,
Onty these who seek shall find.
Daily food is daily needed
For the body and the mind.
Daily concentrated effort,
Careful thought, and carnest prayer,
All are needed in obtaining ‘
Priceless jewels, rich and rare.
Mrs. A, G GILDERT,

The Power of the Word

Ps. 62: 11. The great reser-

voir of the power that belongeth unto God, i¢ His own werd

—— the Rible.

bool.

power and negleeting ihe Bible.

If we wish to make it ours, we must go to that
Yet, people whound in the chureh who arc praying for
Men are longing to have

power for fruit bearing in their own lives, and yet forget that

Jesus has said: “ The seed is tho word of Ged”

Luke §: 1L

T we are to obtaim fulness of power in life and serviee we
maust, feed upon the word of God.
Firgt of all, the word of God has power te conviet of sin.

(Sce Acts 2:37)

If we look back and see what it was they
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heard and that produced this decp eonvietion, we find that it
simply was the word of God.

In the next place, the word of God has power to regenerate.
{Study 1 Peter 1: 23 and James 1: 18,) If you wish {o be born
amain, the way i very simple.
ing Christ erucified aud risen, and dvop it into your heart by
meditation upon it, The process is gimply this: the homan heart
is the soil; you and T ave sowers; the word ef God is the secd
which we drop it that soil; God quiekens it by IMis Tloly
Spirit, and gives the inerease (1 Cor, 3:6); the heart eloses
around the word by faith, and the new life is the prodnect.

Again, the word of God las power to produee farth. (Sec
Rom, 10: 17,) You can never get faith by mevely praying; you
can never gol it by any cffort of ihe will; yon ean never get it
by trying to pump it up in any way.

Not only saving faith comes through the word of CGod, but
prevailing faith in prayer does also. (Read Mark 11: 24) The
only way to have a faith that prevails in prayer is to study your
Bible and know the prowises and lay them before God when you
pray. The faith that gets the vietory over the world, the flesl,
and the devil, the faith that wing mighty victories for God, is
also throungh the word., (Sec I John 5:4; Eph. 6:16; Heb.
11: 33, 34.)

In the next place, the word of God las power to cleanse.
.(Bee Eph, 5: 25, 26.) The word of God has power not only to
take impurity ont of the heart, but to cleanse the outward life,
as well,

In the next place, the word of God has power to huild up.
(Read Aets 20: 32.) We hear a great deal in these days about
character building., If we are to grow, we must have whole-
some, nutritiows food and plenty of it. The only spiritual food
that containg all the elements necessary for symmetrical Chris-
tian growth is ihe word of God. A Christian ean no moro grow
as e ought without feeding frequently, regularly, and largsly
upon the word of God, than a baby can grow as he ought
without, proper nulyiment.

The word of God has power to bring peacé into the heart.
(Read Ps. 85: 8.)

Finally, the word of God lias power {o protect from error
and sin, . In Acts 20: 2932, the apostle Paul warned the elders
at Eplesus of the errors that would ereep in among them, and
he eommended them, in ecloging, “to God, and to the word of
His graee.”

The one who feeds constanily on the word of God is proof
against the multiplying crrovs of the day. Tt s shnple negleet
of the word that hag left so many a prey to the many false
doctrines that the devil, in his subtlety, is endeavoring to insin-
vate into the ehwrch of Christ today, And the werd of God
has not ouly power to proteet from ervor, but from sin as well.
Tn Psalms 119: 11, we read: “ Thy word have I hid in my heart,
that T might not sin against Thee” — R. 4. Torrey.

Devotional Meeting for January 9
Senior and Junior

THERE are five Sabbaths in January and five programs to plan
for, One of themn belongs to you. In mosl societies, the officers
and program eommittee that have served throughout the pre-
vious year plan for the first two meetinga of the meoming yoar,
thus giving the nmew crew an opportunity to adjust themselves
and werk out their plans. In such a case, this program would
be the Iast to be presented by those who have served the goeiety
during 1925. Doubtless, many times there has come to them
gsome good idea for a meeting. Why not try one of them wow?
"This will be your last opportunity to serve in this eapacity for
some time; suek a chance should be a challenge to you. Choose
the best idea that you have, and work it out earefully.

Please do not forget to incorporate the Standard of Attain-
ment driil as explained in the previous notes. Lesson TT of the
Manual is still on the Seriptures, and 8o the previous lessen is
but an introduetion to this, and it would be unfortunrate, indeed,
should a week elapse between them. For the Juniors, the toxts
under “ Creation and Creator” and “ The Angels” shonld be
studied.

It would be well for officers planning the future programs for
the month to have them all well in hand. For instance, next
week a review drill of texts is suggested, Study note ander
“ Teoxt Dwill.”

PLAY your work; work your plan,

Take the word of God concern-

Devotional Meeting for January 16
Senior
Topie: Qur Society and Its Work.

1. Text Doill,

2. Repeating of Aim, Motto, and Pledge.

3, Taik: “Hor the Love of Christ Constraineth Us”

4, Taltk: “ Realizing the Aim.”

5. Recitation: * Rouse to Aetion, Volunteers!

6. Talk: “ Qur Piedge.””

7. Response: ¥ Enlisting for Service.”

8, 8ymposinmn: ¥ Our Plang for 1926

9. Closing Pryayer,
Junior

Topic: Enfisting for Serviee,

1. Text Drill,

2. Repeating Aim, Motte, Junior Pledge and Law.,

3. Leader’s Talk.

4. Recitation: “Rouse to Action, Voluuteers! ”

5. Superintendent’s Talk: “True Volunteers.”

6. Respomse: Signing of Membership Pledge.

7. Beeretary Presents Goals,

8, Bymposium: “ My Preferenee.”

9. Close witl: prayer.

Notes to Leaders

This is lo be a soclety meeting in the fullest senge of the
word, In the first place, under the annual membership plan, a
new ligt of members is made out at the beginning of each year,
This ig to insure an active membership for the society, and
accuvate information as to where each young person of the con-
ferenee is and what he g doing, And so, be sure to have an
adequate number of membership eards on hand. RBlank Ne. 32
ig the regular certificale of Semior membership. Those young
people who are already members of the church are té sign these,
Then, No. 34 iz the certificate of preparatory membership,
which admits into the fellowship of the society all those who
love the Lord and wish to join in serviee for 1lim, bubt who are
not yet members of the e¢hureh, Thoge societies which are com-
posed of Juniors and Seniors together should also have No, 33,
the certificate of Junior membership.

For the poster, work out the idea that co-operation brings
strength, and that God is counting on every Christian to do
his hest, '

To College T.eaders

Although this program marks about the middle of the year-
life of a college society instead of its beginning, it deals Targely
with the ideals and purposes of a Missionary Volunteer Society.
Do not forget that the members of your sosiety are the leaders
in the home societies, And the higher you can hold Missionary
Volunteer atng and still give a practieal demonstration of the
way to work' them out, the more sueeesgful you are as leaders
and the wider influenee your society will have. The book,
“ Missionary Voluuntecrs and Their Work,” containg all the
material, and surcly the officers of a college society should have
the pep and the vision needed to make this a live, wide-awake
program,

Senior Notes

I Tept Drill— You have now had two weeks in which yon
studied texts velating to the Word of God and what it reveals
te man, Fach member, if he hag taken an aetive intevest in
the studies, knows somethihg of the proof texts used in con-
wection with this subject. The previpus week the following
guestions ghould have been passed out, and the member taking
each asked to be responsible for a drill on his speeial phase of
the subjeet: Are the Seriptures the inspired word of God?
‘Why is the Bible given to us? How do they reveal Christ?

2, Repoating of Aim, Motle, and Pledge.— Have these writ-
ten in gome conspieuous plaee. If this is impossible, pass out
the membership eards, and eall attention to whhi is written on
the back; or better yet, give a few minutes to memorizing all
three.

8. Talk: “ For the Love of Christ Constraineth Us’'— Sudy
the first paragrapl on page 81 of “ Missionary Volunteers and
Their Work.” Your talk should have two prominent theughts:
first, the love of Christ and what it did for humanity, and see-
ond, what that Iove should do for humanity when it works
through us. The New Testament story is a pieture of the firgt.
# The contermnplation of the love of God manifested in His Son,
will glir the heart and arouse the nowers of the soul as nothing
olge can”-—* The Desive of dges” p. 478 Calvary is a mani-
festation of that love. As we think of if, the theme fills our
hearts and renders our tongues speechless, and it all came about
beeavse of you and me. Study again the parable of the lost
gheep as told in “ Chyist’s Object Lessons,” pages 1806-192.
Then, ag you think and pray about your great theme, ask God
to help you to give a little glimpse of His wonderful love in
vour talk, .

When God’s love is in our hearts, it will constrain us. We
will do for the sake of others many things from which the nat-
ural heart shrinks, A young woman onee exclaimed to Doré, the
great artist, who spent most of his life in painting pictures of
Christ, “ Monsieur Doré, you must love Him o be ablo to paint
Rim so! ? “TLove Him, madam?” he replied, “ I should think
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1 do love HMim! but if 1 loved Him more, T should paint Him
better,” Tt is the depth of Clrist’s own love in our hearts
which gives distinetness to the image of the Baviour's life in
our owt. The love of Christ will sonstrain us.

Following is an illustration in point:

When the # Aboukir ¥ was torpedoed, there were among the
sailors hurled into the water one named Brumpton and another
named Ross. It happened that, while swimming about, these
two caught hold of a spar which, buoyant enough to suppert the
weight of one, sank when both clung to it, I'or a time, they
took lurng in swimming and in clinging, Then Brumpton, who
was & member of tho Salvation Army, noticed that his eompan-
ion was rapidly losing sfrength. At oneo he said:

“ Good-by, mate. Death means life te me. Bubt you are not
converted, Keep hold and save yoursgelf”

These were his last words. Letting himself drift away, he
was swallowed mn the turmeil of the waves, never to be seen
again, Nor was his sacrifice jn vain. A little later, Ross, still
alive, was found clinging to the spar. And among his first acts,
on reaching England, was 2 visit to a Balvation Army hall to
enrell himself as a convert.

4. Talks: * Realizing the Aim.’— Study ¢ Missionary Volun-
teers and Their Work,” pages 81-83. Notice that our aim, “ The
advent message to all the world in this generation” presup-
poses a, knowledge of the imessage. When we repeat that aim,
. we are pledging ourselves to prepare to realize that aim. It

presupposcs a willingness to earry it wherever God might eall us,

Tt presupposes & fixe in the heart whieh will not be quenched by

sacrifice. (With this meager cutline in hand, round out the talk

by iflustration, The Bible is full of just such kind of sacrifice,
ag is also the history of wmissions. See Elder Spicer’s book,

“ Qur Story of Missions.”)

6. Falk: “ Our Pledge”— This sheuld be given by the new
leader of the society, Thé purpoese of your talk is to make each
young person realize what is expected of him when he joims the
society. Most sociefies have a number of members whe are sim-
ply deadheads,
enrolled, and on the impulse of the moment, join, and then feel
under no obligation either to attend or to assist in the work of
the soeiety. Do not make it too easy to belong.

The Pledge is deali with at some length in “ Missionary Vol-
unteers and Thelr Work.” Study thoughtfully and carefully
pages 83-92,

7. Responge: “ Enlisting for Service’—- This should follow
the previgus talk without any break, the leader ealling for the
respouse at the close of what he has 1o say, Ask thase who are
witling to sign to signify so publicly. Of course, there are dif-
ferent methods. A consecration service wherein the members
speak of their willingness to serve, may precede the signing of
the membership eards. Over in Turope in one society, these who

» signed came forward, stoed for & mement with bowed head, and
then signed the membership pledge in the presence of all the
rest, While this may not seem practical for all societies, the
reverence and thoughi which went with that pledging of eaech
member should find a place in every society.

8. Bymposium: *“ Our Plans for 1926-— This is to be a sort
of introduetion of all the band leaders. Two or three minules
should be given to each in which he tells of the work he wishes
to accomplish during the year, There ig one execption. On
January 25. we are suggesting a service programn which will
eenter around the Christian help band. The teader of this band
should be introduced along with the rest, but anunounce that the
soeiety will hear more of its work scon.

This is alse the 1ime to place the eonference goals hefore the
society. Ask the seeretary of 1925 to give the results of what
wag accomplished during the vear thai has just elosed. Then,
the mew seeretary may te!l of the new hopes for 1926,

Junior Notes

1. Teaxt Drill— The Juniors have mow studied the first four
sections of the Bible doctrines section of the maunual., These
deal with the Word of God and “ Creation,” Make a set of
cards with a text written on each. These should be large encugh
go that the text may be easily read by any in the room. Then
display one at a fime quickly, and call for voluntecrs te tell
what that particular text says. .

2, Tho Juniors should be so familiar with the aim, motto,
pledge, and law that they have no hesitation in repeating them
together. Al buf the law are found on the back of the certifi-
cate of Junior membership, blank Ne. 33, a sapply of which
you should have on hand for this meeting.

8. Leader’s Talk-— This talk should tell just what the Mis-
sionary Volunteer aim and motto means. -As they are the same
as those used in the Senior society, the leader should study the
- notes under 3 and 4 of the Senior program. The love of Christ
ean as fully fill the heart of a Junior and constram him to
service as it can the Iife of an adulé. That is what it means to
keep the very first statement of our Junior law. And if Jesus
ig with us, the aim to which every true Junior Migsionary Vel
unteer pledges himself is atéained. If we love Jesus. we will
do all thai we ean to give this message to the world in this
generation,

5. Superintendent’s Talke “ True Volunicers”— Study the
notes under No. 6 of the Senior program, The purpose of your
talk is the sante as that of the Senior talk, “ Our Pladge.” We
wish to avoid the careless signing of the memborship card., Al

They happen te be present when members are -

though church membership is uot a requirement, yet every Jun-
10x to be a genuine Missionary Volunteer must have the spirit of
gerviee in the heast,

- Of course, when you come to consider the pledge itself, it
differs greatly from the Senior pledge. Study their own pledge
with the children, making clear all it inveives. Use as a bagis
for this study, ehapter LII of the Junior Manual.

8. Response— This should follow the supcrintendent’s talk
without a break. Make the signing of the membership ecard
something of a ceremony. It should not be entered upon with-
ont prayer.

7. Beeretary Presents Goals— By this time, you have received
the goals which have been assigned to you by the conforenee
Missionary Velunieer seceretary. Place them before your so-
eiety. Compare them with the goals already met during the
prekus year.

8. SBympostum : My DPreference”— Pass out peneil and
paper to each memher. Ask each one to tell of gome Fme of
missionary gerviee which he thinks it would be possible for the
soclety to earry om, stating what he would he willing to do
along the line he suggests. This may be varied by asking sev-
cral to write on different iterng of the geal, giving some prae-
tical seggestions as to how they can be met.

Rouse to Action, Volunteers!

Tuk message of the kingdom
O haste to bear away
In this our generation;
It must go forth today.
Tar the joyful message bearing,
Glorions tidings gladly sharing,
Matehless Iove of God declaring,
Bear the message, Volunteers!
Bear the news to every land,
Bear the message true and grand,
Hopeless milliong waiting stand,
Rouse to action, Volunteers!

The tribes of earth are calling
In tones of piteous woe;
The mitlions now are pleading
The way of life o know,
Bravely to the battle springing,
To the proniise ever clinging,
Victory in Jegus singmg,
Bear the message, Volunteers!
Up, the Master calls for theo!
Up, the dying millions see!
Up, and elaim the vietory!
Rouse to action, Volunteers!
Max Hinr.

Devotional Meeting for January 23

Senior
Tome: Nenghborhood Service,

1. Opcuning Exercises.

2, Btandard of Aftainment Lesson,

. Talk: “The Yoke of Jesus.”

. Palk: “ A Man With » Passion for Ilelpinlness”
. Becitation: “ Who Is My Neighbor{ ”

. Talk: “ Ways of Serviee.”

. Symposium.

., Questions for Study.

. Clese with prayer.

000 -3 & DT

Junior

Topio: Serving Chiist,
. Opening Exorcises,
. Stapdard of Attainment,
. Leader’s Talk,
. Bong: “ Working, O Christ, With Thec.”
. Talk: “ Men Who Served Others.”
. Reecitation: ¢ A TForechbearer.”
7. Reading: “ Talking or Dging.”
8. Superintendent’s Talk: “ Ways to Serve.”

9. Close with prayer.

Notes to Leaders

According to the plan cutlined in the artiele, “ The Gazwrrz
and Plans for 1926,” one program a month is to be devoted to
the missionary activities of the society, and this is o be the
firgt, The strengest light shines the brightest at home, and 'so
we begin with a study of what the Missionary Volunteer can do
in his neighborhood. The leader of the Christian band should
take the responsibility of leading out in this meeting. If the
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“each program so far, you should be readv to study the sections
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band was organized at the previous mesting, he may esll on
band members to take parts; at any rate, ho should aet as
chairman of the program committee for this program.

The purpose of thig program is to show that following Christ
means to serve, and then to suggest practical ways of service.
If the band was not formally crganized at the previous meeting
when the membership 'of the other bands wag determined, young
people should be encouraged to join,

In most Junior societies, the whole society becomes a Christian
help band, on oececasion, and the superintendsnt is really the
leader, although he may appoint a Junior to preside at meetings,
The program, then, becomes one in which ways and means of
serving are studied.

Don’t forget your announcements!
for Jesus,” 18 to be the keynote,

To (College Leaders

Your program, although centering about the idea of serviee,
ahould alse partake of the nature of a Christion help rally pro-
gram. Thanksgiving and Christmas have both passed, and these
are seasons i which the band has had special opporbunities. A
report of work done as well as plans for the last half year of
sehool should be important parts. For forther original work,
have some one sketeh the life of Chinege Gordon, emphagizing
his work among the poor of London. Lord Shaftesbury, Gen-
eral Booth of the Salvation Army, both are examples of what
true Christiang can do for their fellow men,

“What are you doing

Senior Notes

2. Standord of Atieinmen! Lesson.— If the society has kept
up its sehedule, the third lesson, “ The Deity of Christ,” should
be the subject for the drill,

3. Talk: “ The Yoke of Jesus’-— The Master says, * Take
My yoke upon you.* The yoke was a symbol of service. And
what was Jesuy’ missiony-— To seek and save the lost. He
went about doing good, healing the sick and encouraging the
downeast.. Btudy ths fellowing texts in their relationship to
each other: Matt. 16: 24; John 13: 15; Liuke 4: 18; 2 Cor, 6: 1;
Mark 16: 20. There is a wealth of thought for a talk on this
anbject that clusters around the phrase, unofficial.service,”
The minister and church wovkers are offieial servers, and it is
the unspoken attitude of many 2 lay member that the work
shonld be done by them, This is not Christ’s plan. There is &

message, found in Volume IX of the * Testimonies” which |

says: “In the closing controversy now waging between the
foreces for good and the hosts of evil, He expects all, laymen as
woll as ministers, to take pait.”’ Page 62 of Volume VII and
page 126 of Volume IX give two ways in which young folks
are called to act as “ unofiicial servers.,” Agdd others.

4. Talke: “ 4 Man With o Passion for Helpfulness”— J. R.
Miller i3 a man known widely for his devotional books, but the
thing which impresses the reader of his blegraphy more than
anything else, is the fact that he always had time to help the
disgouraged or to comfort the sorrowing.

5. Recitation: “Who Is My Neighbor? ”—Bee page 248 of
“ Missionary Volunteers and Their Work,”

6. Talls: “ Ways of Service”-— This should be given by the
leader of the Christian help band, and should close with a
regponse from the members of the socicly. Study very carefully

the supgestions for the work of your band as found in “ Mis- -

sionary Velunteers and Their Work,” pages 249-238. Choose
those ways which you consider practical for your society to
work out. Deseribe the worl to the society, and then present,
the plans which you have alveady laid and for which you want
the help of the society. Call for volunteers. If the band has
not heen formally organized before, now is the time to do so.
Tt might be well to have an. after-meeting in whieh all these
who join meet to reeeive instruetions as to what shonld be done
that week, There may be some sick to visit or some children
to bring to Sabhath school the next Sabhath morning., It s
important to have something for the young people to do, and
your talk will not have fulfilled its purpose wnless you plan
carefully for this, its most important part.

7, Symposiwm— On page 259 of the same book is an outline
for study of Christian help work, Under IT, Suggestive Topics
for Discussion in the Band, you will find gome very good ideas,
Choose at least five of these topies, and have them the subject
of three-minute talks,

4. Questions for Study.— At the close of the meeting, pass
these out, asking each to answer hiz own gnegtion. The leader,
however. who iz familiar with this particular chapter of “ Mis-
gionary Volunteers and Their Work,” should be ready to antplify
and correct statements that may be rmade, of course, in g
tactful way.

Junior Notes
2. Standard of Attoinment Lesson.—If you have had a dril

on “ The Beginning of 8in” and “ The Fall of Man

4. Leader’s Talk— If possible, obtain several large candles
and some small ones. Place them all in a row, then light the
amaliest one, and with it slowly light the others, Bring out
the fact that the very youngest and smallest Missionary Volun-
teer present can inspire others te helpfulness by being full of
helpfulness himself, The word “ helpful ” means ful} of help,
The, purpose of this program is to study ways of helping others,
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Study the Senior notes about the “ Yoke of Jesus” and show
the way that our Baviour sevved others, then bring out the fact

that Jesus has called each boy and girl into ths same service.

&, Talk: “ Men Who Served Others”— There should be at
least two, One Junior could tell of the servies of Asron and
Haor in holding up the hands of Moses. Fven Moses himself
did not go right out into the battle. He was given a. very smail
part to do, that of holding np his hands. But this would have
been impossible exeept for the serviee of the others. We hear
little of Ilur, but hore he helped to save all Tsrael. Not many -
opportunities some to ns for great things, but the little chances
to serve are ever present. Juniors may make their homes a
suceess by helping their parents, thus, like Hur, holding up
their hands.

The other talk may be about ome of more modern times
Study the story of J, R, Miller as given for the Senior pro-
gram, and tell of Iis helpfulness in your own words. Or, if
your libravy containg the story of Clara Barton, Chinese Gor-
dom, or the book of “ Fifty Missionary Heroes,” you will have
ylenty of material from which to draw for other examples of
those who served.

8. Superintendent’s Tall;: “ Ways io Serve”— The purpose
of your talk is to arouse an enthusiasm for gervice, and then to

ut it to work, It will do the Juniors mere injury than good
if there is no carefully planned Christian help work for them to
take hold of as soon ag this program is over. Study very care-
fully chapter VI of the Junior Manual, then geleet such activi-
ties as you feel can carefully and suecessfully he carried out by
your Juniors, Your part should be earefully planned long be-
fore, so that everything, sueh as needed materials and parents’
permissions, will be availahle when yon arc ready to assign
duties. Pray and plan that your boys and girls may acquire the
helpful habit, and to thiz end, encowrage 2 definite program of
Lelpfulness in the home. Somo of the plder Juniors may be
assigned tagks for those who are in need and who live near
them.

A Torchbearer

O, waar a wonderful thing to he
Bearing a torel that the world may seo
Just a bit plainer into the night,
Beeause of my flaming, searching light, °

Bearing a torch! May I hold it high,
Nearer and neaver to the sky,

So that its glittering rays will fall

On the path of travelers, grgat and small.

Being o torchbearer, O, T must,

Tver be faithful to my trust!
Putting the darkuness of night to rout,
Watchful, alert, lest my light go ont.

—Ida M. Thomas.

Talking or Doing

GERTRUDE, who worked in an office down town, romarked to
the other members of the family at breakfast:

“ Bomebody ought to eall on old Mrs, Martin. She can’t gei
out at all since she sprained her ankle, and she must be lome-
some,” :

“ Talk about heing lonesome,” snggested Clayton, senior in
high sehool, ¢ somebody eught to write to Richard Felton. His
little brother told me the other day that so far ho had made
hardly an acquaintance among the fellows at college, and he’s
working awfully hard, and iz desperately homesick.”

“1 believe,” commented Millie, first year high sehool, *“ that
Miss Keese feels A good deal the same way. You know it's her
frst year teaching. We onght to have her in here some evening
or take her out in the autorobile.”

¥ 1f you are going to do a lot of nice things,” this was from.
Dickie, whe was still in a grade school,  you better get Jimmy
Ryther a pair of shoes. Some of my old ones would do. Why,
his shoes are simply awful! There’s holes througly, the bottoms
and through the top and his toes stiek right out.”

Wallace, now in the bank, but recently in the army, said
nothing; he joited down a few words on a slip of paper. One
moming a week later, he took that same alip of paper out of
hig pocket and furtied.to Gertrude.

“Did you call this week on Mrs, Martin? ” he asked.

“Why, no,* she answered, “but somebody ought-—

He turned to Clayton.

“(layton, did you write to Rishard Felton$ '
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“ Why, ro, I meant to, but —7

% And, Millie, have you invited Miss Keese —"

“No, I haven't, but T'ta going to do it—"

Dickie felt the question that was coming hig way and imter-
vepted it,

« And T didn’t gel any shoes for Jimmy; but he’s got a pair,
and they look just hke my old ones. I believe gomebody must
have —7

‘Mother broke in upon the family laughter,

“ Yes, someobody did,” she answered, “ Wallace reminded me
of it and I found a pair in the attic and we gave them to
Jimmy’s mother, Then Monday evening Wallace and T ealléd
on Mrs, Martin, and Tuesday after schosl we took Miss Keese
out In thé car, Yes-—and Wallace wrote, too, to Richard
Felton.”

“ Well, I tike that!” Miliie turned upon Wallace in right-
cous ‘indignation. “You and mother stealing our ideas that
way! "

“ Oh, yon have a share,” he answered. “ I mever would have
thought of ome of those things, and it’s & sort of kind thing
thinking of kind things to do for people. Only, of courss,” he
added more serivusly, “it does not really heip them any unless
you do them. I had that rubbed into me over in Franee. T had
a mighty fine pocketknife that I bought at a Y eanteen, and
my hunkie liked it e much T thought I’d give it to him, but I
didn’t; and the next day they took him off to the huepital, sick
with the flu, and he mever came back. I made up my mind
thenr that I was through with just planning kind things. If I
had any more kindly impulses, T was going to sec to it that they
hatehed out.”— Author unknowh.

A Man With a Passion for Helpfulness

PropLenms of many kinds were pressing fast and furious on o

young man who wag just beginning life in a strange eity, The -

only thing fhat kept him from giving way fo doubt and de-
gpondency was his faith in God. Sometimes, even fhat threat-
ened to falter,

But it did not, for just in the nick of time cume a brief
note thal was like a meszage from heaven. Tt eontained a few
werds of greeting, and concluded with a2 sentence gomething ke
this:

“Go on in faith and hape, without worry, letting God shape
your plans and direet your life.

1t was the message he needad, But why had it been sent.
e had not told the writer of his doubts and fears, nor had he
any reason to expect any message at all from the man whose
words cheered him on in hiz hard confliet, There was then no
salisfactory answer to hig guesiion, but thero was sn immediate
answer to his needs,

1t was not ill some time later that he learmed that it ig the
habii of Dr. J. B. Miller to send at least ome letter each day
to some one who necds comfort or encouragement or sympathy.
SBeldom, however, does L stop with one sueh letter; the day’s
mail that goes from his office is frequently loaded with a dozen
or more messages of cheer, The morning paper, the chance
word with the strect-ear eonduetor, or the passenger who sits by
hiz gide, or the elevator hoy, or the telier at the bauk, may give
him the hint that prompts a message.

He is the pastor of a large city ehurch. Every Sunday cve-
ning, after the day’s work is done, he pauses beforc going to
rest, and makes a list of those of his people by whom a-letter
would be welcomed., The names of the sick, the bereaved, the
joytul, the struggiers, of whom he has learned that day make
the Hat quite long; but a fitting note is at onece penned to each
one. . [

He is a busy editor, and he is at his desk from eight-fifteen
to six o’clock every day in the week, neariy two hours longer
tham any of liz associates; yet he finds time to write to all
tliese associates and te the seored of other cmployees of the
cstablishment birthday greetings amd Christmas messages and
letters such ag are prompeted by the knowledge of other events
in their lives.

He has time for visitors, too. How they do seek him, at all
hours, and from all parts of the country and the world! Some-
times the proesssion is almost continuous from morning until
night. “'What tales those walls eculd tell,” an intimate friend

has gaid, ¥ tales of tears, of blighted lives, of diseouraged par-
ents, of ambitious youths, of anxzious business men, of down-
hearted Christian workers, of penitent sinners!

“T wigh I daved to tell a few of the incidents that T know,
ustrating what has resulted from these short conferences.
Aspiring young people are assisted to an education; the needy
are tided over hard places; the tranmsgressor is helped. baek to
manhood and truth; homes aro healed of dizsensions that seemed
fatal.”

One evening, after a day even.more than usually broken up
by such conferences, a friend asked Dv. Miller whether he was
evor wortied by fthese eonstant ealls on his time and strength.
The reply was what might have heen expeeted; it told the seeret
of his life:

“ Why should T be worried? Every morning I give myself to
God for what He will send to me that day. If He sends me
those whe feel they need me, that is my work, and T am
content.”

But neither editorial work wor pastoral work is sufficient to
satisfy Dr. Mitler’s longing to be helpfully hugy. In the last
thirty years, he has written forty or more intensely practical
devotional beooks that have gome straight to the hearts of the
more than two million persons who have hought them. Tt ig
said that the awvthor iz the most widely read devotional writer
in the world, The books are in demand by ripe Christians at
homse as well ag by converts in the foreign field, by ministers in
America and by missionaries in China, by titled foroigners and
by the humblest in ouwx own land.— John 7. Faris.

Devotional Meeting for Janumary 30

Senior
Topie: How to Make Spiritual Truth Real.
. Seriptﬂre Reading: Hebrews 11: 1-16.
. Leader’s Talk.
. Btandard of Aitainment Drill.
Report of Band Lieader,
Musie,
TPalk: * How Can Spiritual Truth Be Made Roa]”?”
Talk: “ The Power of Imagination.”
Tallc: “ Cultivating Oar Sixth Sense,”
. Recitation: “ The Hidden Life.”
. Roll Call.
. Ciose by rcpeating Psalms 19: 14,

~O©Wﬂ@p$m@a

—

Junior
Topic: With the Whole Heart.
. Scripture Reading: Psalmg 139:1-12,
Leader’s Talk.
. Standard of Attainmment Drill.
Report of Missionary Work,
Talk: “ Pretending.”
; Talk: “Honest in Games.”
. Reading: “ What Honesty Does”
. Superintendent’s Talk; “ Weighing Hemls ”
. Roli Call,
. Cloge by repeating Psalmz 19: 14,

Notes to Leaders

“Heek ye first the Kingdom of God.” Sueh is the Saviour's,
cominand., That kingdom is very real, in fact it will exist when
the things' that we ean tonch and foel now have become ashes.
We ace hom into that kingdom at conversion, but that is Jllst
the beginning of the spiritual life. Saints af old suffered pwi-
vation, persecution, and even death hecause the spiritual iife
was more real and more 1mportant than the physieal life of
the earth, To us as young people in this age of materialism,
comes the same eommand that rang in the ears of Ghnst’
diseiples. “ Seek ye first the kingdom of God.” . How to make
gpiritual truths real to us, is the themeo of the study.

Béeause this program will deal with the immost life of the
individual, and heeauge our perceptions are so hlunted to
heavenly things, pray much that the Holy Spirit will direct
in planning it and in ehoosing those who will take part.

“Ts Jhsuy Real te You?” Such a statement should challenge
the thought of these who see it. Use this or something similar
i your anmouncements.

-

To College Leaders

The college is composed, supposedly of those who have an
aim in life and are in college preparing to realize their aims.
Ambition is God-given, Appreach the theme of the week from
this angle. Has each-young person caught a vision of the
heights of work in God’s kingdom in contrast to the realization
of the greatest heights to be gained in the warld? The story of
the riech young ruler in contrast with the story of Pawl illus-
trates the point. Further, although duty may point along the
narrow way of sacvifice and of endeavor in this Iast message

-
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to a world, the soul will not take fire until the kingdom of
God is the most real thing in the life.

Senior Notes

2. Leader’s Talk.— You have just read the testimony of
four men whoge lMves vang true to thelr beliefs. The segret
of the purpose which actuated one and all of them, and in faet,
all of the heroes spoken of in the rest of the chapter, is found
in verses 14 and 16. The things of God were very real to each,
more real than the land in which they dwelt. With this intro-
duetion, tell of the purpose of the meeting, and then give
opportunity for silent prayer, asking each fo join in the
petition that every member of your society may have hig viston
clearod so that he too may be eonscious of the reality of the
gpiritual things.

8. Standerd of Attainment Drill— The subject of this drill
ig # Christ the Oreator and Mediator,” to be found on page 14
of the Standard of Attainment Manual. Announce it the week
béfore, and ask each member o come prepared to ask a question
on the subject, and also to have in 1nind the texts which he
thinks will answer his own gquestion satisfaetorily,

4, Report of Band Legder.— T4 has now been two weeks
sinee the working bands of the society have been formed. Ask
one, perhaps the literature band leader, to report what has been
seeomplished in his band during this time.

8. Tolk: “ How Can Spiritual Truth Be Made Real? "— See
articie of this name and then try out its adviee hefore giving
your talk.

7. Talls; “The Power of Imagincetion”—In the * Testi-
monies " there is much said about what the imagination can
do for the health, Take the first five volumes and look up the
word “imagination.” Although it would hardly be profitable
to tell of the experiences heve portrayed, there is some excellent
instiuction given, as for instance, * You have will-power, and
you should bring it to your aid. You have not done this, hut
have let your Lighly wrought imagination control reason. In
thiz you have grieved the Spirit of God.”-—Fol. ¥, p. 810,

Mr. Marden in a late book, speaks of an experiment tried
on an elephant in ‘Central Park, New York City. He had stood
in pne spot for many years shackled with heavy chains. 'These
had never beer loosed except as a keeper led him away, One
day he was left unchained, but the beast refused to move. He
was allowed to beeome very hungry and food placed within
a few inches of his reach, and yet he stood in his aceustomed
place swaying from side to side and trumpeting loudly, but
unahle to movo because he was bound by greater chains than
the iron eones that he had worn s0 long,

So far, you have heen considering the negative power of
imagination. If it can make the body sick, if it ean make
great strength unavailable, what cannot ite right use do for
fhose who Tmow how to use it? If'is a faeulty of the mind
that God gave se that we might enjoy glimpses of heaven
while here on earth.

1n an artiele written Jan. 4, 1881, Sister White says: “ There
are, in the Christian faith, subjeets upon which every one should
aceugtom hiz mind to dwell. The love of Jesus, which passeth
knowledge, His sufferings for the fallen race, Wiz work of
mediation in our hehalf, and His exalted glory-— these are the
mysteries into which angels desired to look.” We are not made
so that we ean think of these things in an abstract way: but,
for instance, study the work of Christ as the Bible portrays
it, and then picture the Saviour as he performs the tasks

of a high priest for us. Or read over again the story of His

love as pertrayed by Calvary, and allow the hmagiration to
help you to see the seene, and you will find what a blessing that
faculty of the mind is in making the gpiritual kingdom real.

10. Roll Call— Thig should lead to a devetional meeting in
which all take part. “ Then they that feared the Lord spake
often: one o another,” If the kingdom of Ged is real, thosc
who belong teo it will delight to speak of its wonders, Have
some of the members had experienmce in the reality of prayer?
If so, tell others,

Junior Notes

The purpose of this program is to emphasize the necessity
of sineerity of the heart, We must be honest with the Lord or
we ean have no connection with Him. Lip allegiance does not
do, for the Liord looks upon the heart, .

2. Leoder’s Tall— In the psalm just read, it iz brought ont
that nothing can be hidden from the eyes of God. 'Tell the
atory of the anointing of David, how Samuel would have chosen
the handsome TFliah, but how God chose the humble shepherd
hoy, “ for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on
the outward appearance, but the Lerd looketh on the heart.”
¥ Sam. 16: 7. Then tell of the purpese of the program.

3. Standard of Atteinment Drill.— See Senior notes for sug-
gestion as to the way to conduet the drill. Study seetion on
“Plan of Redemption” Have a quiek review.

4. Beport of Missionary Work-— This should be taken oraily,
The spgeretary should then give a quick report on the goals,
pointing out whsat has been acecomplished dwring fho first
month of the year. .

5. Falle: ' Pretending.”— Jesug pronounced some of the sad-
dest woes He ever spoke against the Pharisees. We are told
that He did not speak in anger, but that His voice was full

of love, and tears werc in His eyes. Jesus longed to save these
people, but hypocrisy and insineerity had cut off the oudy
avenue Lthrough which He could work. The same sing are just as
dangerous todey. Many boys and girls elaim to love Jesas, and
vet down in their hearts cherish evil thoughts, and do things
that they knmow to be wrong., (Bring a cup, the ocutside of
which is clean and well polished, but the inside of which is
dirty.} Use the illustration that Jesus did in Matthew 23: 25,
God wants those who are true all the way through.

6. Talk: “ Honest in Games”— Study the following illustra-
tion and tell what you think of it:

A final game of tennis was being played. Miss Wills, a
young girl, had defeated every one who had played against
her. Now she was playing for the national championghip
against Miss Kathleen MeKane, and she had enly ene more
point to win, There was some fine fast playing. Then Miss
Wills put the ball where it seemed impassible for her opponent
to reach it, But Miss MeKane outran the ball and returned it
with a drive that Miss Wills was unahle to touch., Agsuming
that Miss MceWane had won tho point, Miss Wills started to
serve again, but Miss McKane eame forward and with out-
strefched heand congratulated Miss Willg on winning the game
and thus the ehampionship. The ball had sttuck barely an inch
outside the line, bul Miss MeKane had seen it and was not
willing to take any advantage that did not rightfully belong
to her. Afler all, only one side can win the game, but any one
who plays with the honorable spirit that Miss MeKane showed
i always a winner,

Every: Junior Missionary Volunteer must be true under all
circumstances, or he is not keeping the spirit of the Junior
law, Keeping a level eye means that there is honor back of the
eye even if it is no more than in a game,

7. Reading : * What Honesty Does”— Honesty of life eannof
help but have an influence on unbelicvers, Read the following
incldent

It is said that a farmer onece ealled on an infidel neighbor
and fold him that he had just awakened to & sense of his gin,
and wanted to restore him four sheep that ought fo be in his
neighhor's pasture with the offspring of these sheep for the
last four years. The infidel was much disturbed and said:
“ Qo away; don’t bother me about the sheep; you are weleome
to keep them. If you go on this way much longer, I will believe

‘there 1s something after all in your religion, Keep the sheep,

and don’t disturb my peace of mind.”

8. Superiniendent’s T'alk: “ Weighing Hearts'— The arficle
is merely a suggestion, sort of start on a talk, the purpose of
which is to impress the importance of honesty before God.

9. Roll Call— Pass out the following questions for answer:
. Can we lie without saying a word? Give example.
. Why do we lie?
. Why did Peter lie when he denied his Lord?
. Why did Ananias and Sapphira lie?
‘What are some of the effeets of lying on character?
How does the habit of lying grow?
. Is lying cver neecessary?
. What is a cute for lying?
. What are white lies? Are they ever excusable?
. 1s there any conneetion befween gossiping and lying?
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The Hidden Life

““ WE Hve our inmost lives alone,
At best we are but little known;
And even those who krow ug hest
Have probed te find within our breast
That seeret place, that hidden souree
Of life’s expression. But, of course,
They probe in vyain. The life lived there
No maortal soul may with us share,
Deep in the confineés of tho heart,
Where all life’s mighty issues start,
There is & hidden sphere, unknown
To others— there we live alome,

“ Alone! alone! We long in vain
For sympathy to ease our pain,
TFor some heart that can understand.
But ne! How wisely God has plammed
To keep life’s eenter and its throne
Reserved to Him, and Him alove!
We turn to God, and seekin}, find
What friends, however good and kiud,
Gave not. He understands and feels;
He every bleeding heart-wound heals;
The realm we oecupied alpne
He filis. Our lives to Him are known.”
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f © - Cultivating Our Sixth Sense

HERE we are in $his world of material things that press wpon
us s0 eiwosely that it often seems as if we could never gel away
from them, even for a moment. We have to eat three fimes o
day, or think we have to. ‘We must have a house to live in, ehairs

“and tables and carpets to furnish i, clothes to wear, hooks

ané newspapers to read. When we go visiting, we must ride in
noisy railway-cars or, antomobiles; we tread om very solid
enrth wherever we may be; and even the air we breathe is a
substantial affair, as we soon find out if deprived of it.

When we ialk with our friends, it is almost always about
these material things. Everything about us appeals to one of
oyur five senses. We see it oy hear it or smell it or faeel it or
taste it; and so we often forget that thero is a sixth sense, the
most Important of all, the sense of spiritual vahues. '

There are a great many practical atheists in the world who
world e surprised and shocked if any one ealled them by their
right names. They do not blaspheme God, but they forget
Him, He “ig not in all their thoughts,” as the psalmist says.
Indeed, ¥e is not in any of their thoughls.

Tt is the most eommon sin, perhaps, which al! of us comnit,
that we forget God. We see His work in all nature; we eal
His bounties; we admire His flowers; we hear the somgs of
His birds; we shudder at His lightnings and at the rumble
and roar of His thunderings; but so callons are we that nome
of these things lead our minds to Him.

What is the remedy for this thoughtlessness, this indifference,
this ingratitude, this practieal atheism® It is the quiet hour
of devotion., In this hour we may exercise our sixth sense, tie
semse by which we apprehenil God and cternal things.

Think for a moment how vastly important are these matters
as eompared with the material and the temporary, and yet how
dispropm{iuuate the time we give ta them. As I reckon it up,
there are 1,440 minutes in every day. Of them we give 1,425
to sleep and to asking and answering the questions, “ What
shall we eat, and what shall we drink, and wherewithal shall
we be clothed?” while many of us find il difficalt to get even
fifteen minutes to talk with the Father who has given us all
theso good and perfect gifts. '

Qur five senges we exercise all day long and cvery day. Their
sixth semse many poople do not use at all, and at last it beeomes
pseless and atrophied. It is said that fish found in the waters
of black, underground caverns have no eyes, only round de-
pressions or eyeless sockets. T have no doubt, that if a map
with good eyes should bandage them so tightly for half a life-
time that not a ray of light would reach them, his eyes woull
become so weak as to be practically worthless,

S0, those of us who wear blinders for spiritual things, praec-
tically losc that sense by which God meant that we should see
Him and them, We practieaily put out our own spiritual eyes.
Paul puts this in a very striking way when he writes to the
Corinthiansy: ‘

“ The god of this world hatl; blinded the minds of them which
helieve not, iest the light of the glovious gospel of Christ, whe
iy the image of God, should shine unto them,"— Francts X,
Clark.

How Can Spiritual Truth Be Made Real?

Wuat is spiribual teuth? 1 Cor, 2: 10, 11, Note that it
dealy with the things of God which no man knoweth savo as
he accepts what is revealed. The * things of God " are real.
They exist. They seem unreal to the natwal man, 1 Cor.
2:14, The man who is spiritually minded veceived what “the
Holy Ghost teacheth,” 1 Cor, 2:13. :

Take for example, Abrallam. God revealed spiritnal trth te
him in the form of a promise. Gen. 12: 1.3, His life immedi-
ately responded. He moved to the place of God’s ehoice, and
“ gontinnally looked forward to the eity which has the founda-
tiens, whose architect and builder is God” Heb. 11:8-1G,
Weymouth's New Testament, While he sojowrned in tents, he
cherished continually in his mind the Holy City. A foreigner
in the Promised Land, he claimed the promise of the inherit-
ance, which, though postponed, would some day be his posses
sion, as even now by faith he was a eitizen of heaven.
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When we permit our minds to dwell upon eternal things,
the Holy Spirit brings to our hearts the reality. “ The en-
trance of Thy word giveth light,” Ps. 119:7130.

Our thoughts are our points of comtact with the eternal.
‘What we cherish in the chambers of our imagination, repre-
gents what we ave, God judges our lives by the things we per-
mit {0 live in onr imaginations. Rom. 1: 2L )

When God pronounced the judgment of the flood upon man,
He based His desisions on the fact that “ every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil eontinually.” Gen. 6: 5,
When the mind s fully given over to evil, the Holy Spirit ean
no longer visealize to the mind things eternal. The pictures
of heavenly truth mmst find a place on the walls of our mem-
ories. Only as we dwell on these sgenes can they become real
Upot the right use of the imagination, depends our destiny.

Read Revelation 21, then picture in your mind the New
Jernsalem. Dwell on it until it stands out in all its appeal.
Pieture in your mind the eagle (Ex. 19:4), his nest on the
rocky eliff, the young about cld enough fo learn to Ay. See
the old eagle tempting the young to get over the edge of the
nest. Omne makes the attempt to fly. “But the wings socon tire
and then eomeg the plunge, down, down, 111l it seems certain
the eaglet will meet death on the rocks below. But wait—-
there is the old cagle, and with a swoop of her mighty wing,
she eatehes the eaglet, and bears him up to the nest in safety.
Just one of the many illustrations of God’s care for His ehil-
drvemn, ' -

He who will dwell on the seeret things of the Most High,
will find that rveality of the Unseen which Abraham rejoiced in,

J. F. Smuon.

Weighing Hearts

LoxNg, iong ago, the Egyptians believed gueer stories about
what happened after death, Alhouglh they wére not true, yeb
they taughl some lessons. They tanght that after death the
person was concducted into the Hall of Truth and Righteousness
by the god Anubis, and that there were seated about the hall
forty-two aceusers who would acense the personm of forty-two
terrible erimes, These he had to demy, and in order to be
sure that hc told the truth, they did this remarkable thing,
boys apd girls— they weighed his heart. In the ome side of
the seai, they put his heart, and in the other the symbol for
truth, If the weighing was satisfactory, bis heart was restored
to his body, wnd he went to heaven. If not, and his heart was
under weight, he was fed as a dainty meal to the hippopotamns
that guarded the heavenly gardens. IHow funny it seems to
weigh a fellow’s heart, doesn’t it? Vet that is just what the
patriareh talks about in Job 31:6: “Let me he weighed 1m
an even balance, that €od may know mine integrity.”

That is what the writer of Proverbs meant when he said,

“The ways of 2 man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord "~

weigheth the spirits.”
Men are able to make wonderful seales, such as thoge used in

the mint, where they ean weigh from tons down to the millionth .

part of an ounce, but o man ever eonld weigh the heart of a
man. God alone weighs that, and e weighs it in the seales
with $ruth, boys, We do not like the idea much of being meas-
ured np with truth, but our hearts are constantly in God’s seale.

There was a man in the olden days named Belshazzar, whose
heart was weighed. You recall that story — how In the midst
of the feast, he saw a hand writing upon the wall, “ Mene,
mene, tokel, upharsin, < Thou art weighed in the balances,
and art found wanting.” ) ’

Now then, if thig is all true, and we want fo have hearts
that weigh right in the day of God’s judging, the best thing
we can do iz to weigh our hearts each day with truth in the
ather side of the seale. Let us eheck them up every-hour of the
day. How iz it now? Are you telling éruth now? Are you
living truly new? Have you boys any secrets under those manly
breasts of yours that you dare not tell father? Have you girls
any treasures in your hearts that you would rather not show
mother? Put your heart into the seale with truth today and
then cheek up the balance daily, and you will find that if you
are honest today, there will not be much trouble by and by.—
R. P. D. Bennett.
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Senior Missionary Volunteer Topies for 1926

HERE ave the topics for the year 1926, Clip this from your
GAZETTE, and look ahead from month to month, preparing for
that which is co:ﬁing. Begin now to gather material in advance.
Janaary

2. Influence of Bible (the year with God, Morning Watch,
reading all of it, Bible Year),
9. Original.

16. M. V. Goals (pledge, officer, band leaders).

23, Neighborhood Service (Christian help).

30. How to Make Spiritnal Truth Real,

February
6. Misgions. .

18. An Answer (Standard of Attainment).

20. Remembering and Forgetting.

27. Seul- Wmnmg by Correspondence,

March .
; " 6. Christian Citizenghip (Pmblems of the foreigner in our
i midat).

13. What the Bible Te'uzhcs About Prayer.

20. Be Ready (sccond coming of Christ).

27. Missions.

April
3. The Supreme Measure of Greatness (he who SETVeS ).
10, Lessons From the Out-of-Doors,
i 17. The Chureh Tulfils History {its vise a matier of prophesy.
Early existence, divine origin).
24. Worship (gincerity, based on knowledge).
Moy
1. Missions (8. A.).
8. Mothet’s Day,
1;;. Ministering to Sufferiug.
2. God’s Love te Man.
9. Open.

'

une
5. My Church and My Denomination (its mission, my re-

sporsibility to it).

Using Leisure Time te His Glovy.

. Missions (8. A)).

6. Literature Work,

ot
[
H
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=]

uly _;
3. Our Citizenship (biography, Roger Williamg).
0. Mid-Year Rally.
7. Our Need of Christ,
i 34. Ovpen,
! 31, Missions.
August N
i 7. Educationa! Day,
14. Repentance and Confession.
21. William Booth, Chinese Gordon, Friends of the Lowly.
‘28, Serving the T.ord in Business,
’Sepiember .
| 4. Harvest Ingathering,
i11, Missions. :
"18. Leaders of the Reformation,
25, Standard of Attainment,
October '
. 2. Honoring the Cross in Reading,

9. The Man With a Vision (biography, Carey).
16. Growing Into Christ, Knowledge, Acquaintance,
23. Christ Qur Priest (Hisz work now).

30. Open.
November

6. Father and Son.

13. Migsions (9. A.).

20. What to Do With Doubt,

27, Praise Sevvice,

December |
4. My Church (financing the chureh, reasons for belonging,
reagons for support).
11. Test of Discipleship.
-18. Happiness in the Lord.
25. Peace, Good Will Toward Men.

Junior Missionary Volunteer Topics for 1926

January
2, Kceping the Morning Watch,
9. Original,
16. Enlisting for Serviee.
23, Serving Christ,
30, With the Whole Heart.
February
6. Missions (8. A.).
13. Giving the Right Answer.
20. Forgiving One Another,
27. Soul-Winning by Correspondence,
March
6. The Foreiguers Among Us,
13, Leaming to Pray.
80. Getting Ready to Meet Jesus (inelude study of signs of
His coming). )
27. Misgions (8. A.). '
April
3. The Greatest (those who serve most).
10, Lessons From the Out-of-Doors,
17. The Story of the Beginning of Our Chureh,
24, Walk Softly in the Sanctuary (reverence).
May
1. Mission Study.

8, Honoring Mother, ,
15. Going on God’z Hrrands (study of those who ministered
to sick). '
22, Geod’s L.ove (how revealed, emphasizing how ntature re-
veals it).
29, Open.
June !

§, What I Owe My Church,
12, Using My Spare Time.
19, Missions,
26, Scattering” the Seed (emplhasizing what Juniors ean de
witls literature),
July
3, Our Duty to Our Govermment,
10, Mid-Year Rally.
17. Believing.
24, Open.
31, Missions (this will be more general; taking in study uf
world),
August
7. Sharpening Our Tools (blessing of Christian education).
14, Getting Right With-Ged (frue repentanee and confes-
siom),
21, Friends of the Lewly (a study of the lives of several
who did great things for God among the poor).
28, Meking Jesus First (in work and play).

Septembor
4. Harvest Ingatheriug.
11, Missions (8. A.).
18, Men God Used (a biographical program in whiel the lives
of those who led out in the Reformation are stadied).
25, Using the Bword (Standard of Attainment program in
view of eommg examinations).
October
2. Letting Jesus Chooge Qur Reading.
9. A Man Who Truly Served (study of life of Cavey).
16, Getting Acquainted -With Jesus,
23, Whai Jesus Is Doing for Us J.\OW
30. Open.
November
6. Fathey and Son.
13. Missions (8. A.).
20. Obedience. :
27. Praise Serviee.
December
4. My Church (learning low to suppart it).
11. How I know 1 Am Saved.
18. Kecp a Song in My Heart,
25. Peace, Good Will to Men,




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

