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LETTERS 
from Our Readers 

Sirs: 
In answer to Mrs. J. M. in the October magazine, I should say 

OUR TIMES is not meant for goat food. However, they may get 
religion which would not be good for J. M. It is very religious 
and good food for men and women who know God and want to 
live for Him and His work on earth. 
Livingston, Texas 	 Mrs. M.A.W. 

Sirs: 
Please send me OUR TIMES for one year. I have in my posses-

sion a copy of January, 1947—the first one I've ever seen. I think 
it a wonderful publication and can hardly wait to receive my 
first copy. 
Seattle, Washington 	 Mrs. L.I.F. 

Sirs: 
Find enclosed $1.25 for six months for OUR TIMES. I feel lost 

without your paper. I have always enjoyed reading it for real 
truthful news. 
Highland, Illinois 

Sirs: 
Having seen a copy of your paper OUR TIMES which was sent 

to our pastor, I became very much interested, so will you please 
send me a sample or two, especially the August number, and I 
will try to get some subscriptions for it. 
Wild Rose, Wisconsin 	 Mrs. J.H.M. 

Sirs: 
I keep all copies of your wonderful magazine on file for refer-

ence. I find I have lost the February, 1949, issue. Will you 
please send me a copy of that issue? 
New Brighton, Minnesota 	 G.E.L. 

Sirs: 
By chance I read a copy of your magazine. I was so impressed 

by it that I am sending a check for one year's subscription. 
Phoenix, Arizona 	 J.W.B. 

Sirs: 
Please send me a sample copy of your paper. I looked at one a 

few minutes—one that was brought in to a patient in my hus-
band's room. It was offered to me, but I knew the patient had 
not finished reading the material. The next day it had disappeared 
and was he disgusted. So I didn't get really to see much. I have 
been a teacher for twenty-two years, and the table of contents 
interested me. Thank you very much. 
Soath Wayne, Wisconsin 	 Mrs. C.I.S. 

Sirs: 
I have just finished reading the September issue of your maga-

zine, which is the second in the subscription sent me by a friend. 
I must say that I have very much enjoyed the articles in these two 
issues, especially "The Struggle to Be Decent," and "Selfish 
Prayers." 
Ridgefield, New Jersey 	 Mrs. V.J.F. 

Sirs: 
I have often wished we had a tract on "Dispensationalism." 

Could the Varner J. Johns article in the October OUR TIMES be 
printed in tract form? We have this error to meet from time to 
time, and with people who preach the second coming. 
Bozeman, Montana 	 A.R. 
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No Crisis With God 
.There Are No Circumstances of 

Whichd 3s Not the ..14-aster 

By C. S. Longacre 

The blood of the martyrs proved to be the seed of the Christian church. 

0  NLY FOOLS attempt to get rid of God. 
Fanaticism tried to get rid of Christ when it 
crucified Him on a cross. Pagan emperors of 

Rome endeavored to get rid of Christianity during 
the first two centuries of the Christian era when they 
slew five and one half million Christians. But the 
blood of these martyrs proved to be the seed of the 
Christian church; and for every drop of martyr-blood 
shed, ten new recruits came to the front. A French 
atheist boasted that twelve men had established the 
Christian religion, but he was going to prove that one 
man could destroy Christianity. The very house in 
which Voltaire made that boast is today the head-
quarters of an extensive and well-known Bible society. 

A paradoxical truth that Christ uttered has been 
demonstrated over and over ten thousand times: 
"Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, 
it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 
hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal." John 12:24, 25. If Christ had not been 
crucified, He would not have been glorified through a 
resurrection from the dead. It is necessary for Chris-
tianity to pass through the crucible and furnace of 
affliction that it may become purified and refined as 
silver and gold. Even men do not put worthless stones 
that have no metal in them into the crucible. Only 
stones that have valuable metal in them are put into 
the fiery furnace in order to separate the metal from 
the dross. 

Two decades ago our would-be reformers were 
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preaching a social gospel advocating social reforms and 
an economic and political evolution, and they de-
signed religious legislation which was to usher in a 
millennium of universal peace and the kingdom of 
God through the gateway of political reforms. They 
saw things growing better and better each year, and a 
World War had been fought to put an end to all wars. 
The prophets of peace and good will were as numerous 
as in the days of Jeremiah when he prophesied the 
captivity and doom of Israel and the destruction of the 
beloved city, Jerusalem. But today these prophets of 
peace and goodwill are seeing things getting worse 
and worse. 

As the result of things getting worse and worse in 
the world of carnal affairs, the spiritual atmosphere in 
the body of Christianity is being clarified and rejuve-
nated in the crucible of affliction. God moves in mys-
terious ways His wonders to perform. With the apostle 
Paul Christians can truthfully say: "If God be for us, 
who can be against us? . . . Who shall lay anything 
to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth." 
Romans 8:31, 33. The Christian people of Europe 
whose faith could not be destroyed by the godless 
tyrants, whose ambition was to subdue the world and 
tie the conquered nations to their chariot wheels of 
conquest, have had their faith and hope revived and 
enriched by a new spiritual experience as a result of 
the persecutions and hardships they suffered during 
the war and since. 

Before World War II the main body of Christians 
(Continued on page 16) 
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"'None of Us Liveth 

to Himself" 

The Professed Followers 

of God 

Are Closely Watched 

By Harvey Hansen 

HARRY ANDERSON 

The Holy Scriptures give us instruction on how "we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." Titus 2:12. 

I

T'S NOBODY'S business what I do; if I want to 
do wrong, I'll answer for that myself!" 

Sometimes a churchgoing person feels like 
that. In a wave of self-righteous indignation he feels 
that he can do as he pleases no matter what it is, and 
no matter what might be the consequences. But from 
the life of David, a man after God's own heart (Acts 
13:22), we see how far-reaching even a secret sin 
can be. 
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"And it came to pass in an eveningtide," 
the account begins, "that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's 
house." 2 Samuel 11:2. Doubtless, no one 
was around to note his unbecoming interest 
in Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite. 
And no one would need to know why he sum-
moned her to come to him; that would be the 
king's business. Nor would anyone need to 
know why he commanded that Uriah should 
be set "in the forefront of the hottest battle 
. . . that he may be smitten, and die." Verse 
15. He was a king; he had the right to com-
mand his soldiers as he pleased. And when 
Uriah was dead, he could lawfully wed Bath-
sheba for she would then be a widow. Every-
thing appeared to be all right. No one need 
ever know the motive that turned David's ap-
parently lawful acts into sin. For he did it 
"secretly." (2 Samuel 12:12.) 

It seemed he would have to answer only 
to God. He had been a good man all his life; 
perchance God would overlook it. But not so. 

The deed not only became known to the nations round 
about; but, as with every sin, it reached clear to 
heaven. "But the thing that David had done displeased 
the Lord." 2 Samuel 11:27. 

It brought chastening to one who was the anointed 
of God: the sword was never to depart from his house, 
and his son died. (2 Samuel 12:10, 14.) And more, 
it brought reproach upon the Lord Himself. Said the 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Finding Christ 

.More Fully 

in a 

Daily Study 

God's Word 
The Scriptures Set Forth 

the Way of Salvation 

WHAT sublime results follow the thorough, 
daily study of the Bible, God's Holy Word; 
what enlightenment for daily duties; what 

deliverance in trials, and comfort in tribulation; what 
satisfying of the thirst for the water of life; what en-
couragement to go forward and endure to the end; 
what precious promises for every emergency; and what 
a heavenly hope for the future world! 

The Bible contains the way of life, and those who 
rightly study it find Christ and salvation. So Jesus de-
clared: "Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of Me." John 5:39. From the first chapter of the 
Bible to the last we find Christ revealed. In the first 
chapter of Genesis we find God communing with Him 
concerning the creation of man, and in the last chap-
ter of Revelation we find 
Jesus declaring Himself to be 
"the beginning and the end." 
(Genesis 1:26; Revelation 22: 
13, 16.) 

How clearly and specifically the Scriptures set forth 
the way of salvation, even to minute details: "All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works."  
2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 

The prophecies constitute a very important part of 
the Scriptures. They were all made known by Christ 
through the Holy Spirit, that man might be saved; for 
the apostle Peter declares: "The prophets have en-
quired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you; searching what, or 

OUR TIMES, FEBRUARY, 1950 

CAREW-CALDWELL FROM MONKMEYER 

Daily Bible study brings enlightenment, comfort, and encourage- 
ment to Christians. 

what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should fol-
low." 1 Peter 1:10, 11. And the prophecies are more 
sure of fulfillment than are the evidences of our 
senses; for Peter says in another epistle: "This voice 
which came from heaven we heard, when we were 
with Him in the holy mount. We have also a more 
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place. 
. . . For the prophecy came not in old time by the 

will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." 
2 Peter 1:18, 19, 21. 

Why is it that the prophe-
cies are of such value to man? Because only God, 
through Christ, His Son, can foresee, reveal, and con-
trol the future; and because, also, through this means 
He reveals to man the only absolutely certain and 
guaranteed way to be saved from sin. So He most 
solemnly declares: "I am God, and there is none else; 
I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end 
from the beginning, and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all My pleasure." Isaiah 46:9, 10. 

How inspiring it is to devote time to the daily study 
of the word of the infinite God, to have daily the 

(Continued on page 24) 
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redestination 

and You 

How Much Did God Decide ° 
About You Before Your Birth? 

By F. 0. Sanders 

HOFFMAN 

Death followed Adam 

and Eve's wrong choice. 

Peter chose to have 

faith in Christ. Our 

destiny depends en-

tirely upon our free 

choice. God predestines 

all to be sons in His 

kingdom. 

GEBHARDT, ARTIST 

,-; 

IS MAN'S FUTURE fully planned in harmony 
with the whims of an unalterable God? Is there 
no escape or release from His plans? Does man 

have no choice as to where he will spend eternity? 
Has a merciless God determined that some are to be 
lost and others saved irrespective of their desires or 
the lives they live? Sometimes these questions may 
arise as an excuse for spiritual failures and personal 
weaknesses. The answer to these questions brings to 
light a most helpful Bible truth. 

The apostle Paul says, "Blessed be the God and 
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Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who bath . . . pre-
destinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will." Ephesians 1:3-5. In this scripture two very 
definite facts are given concerning predestination. 
First, we are predestinated to be "adopted" as sons of. 
God; and second, this adoption is in harmony with 
the pleasure and will of God. 

The will or desire of God, as stated in the second 
fact, is further spoken of in 1 Timothy 2:4 where it 
says that God is the one "who will have all men to be 
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Dear Lord, just hold my hand, 

My stumbling feet are slow 

To understand Thy ways. 

Today my path seems rough and steep, 

The shadows dark and deep, 

The sunshine lies beyond. 

Dear Lord, just hold my hand 

Till I a little stronger grow 

And learn at last to trust—

To know Thy will 

And gladly have it so. 

--HEI EN I)  MAIL 	NIILLER. 

...(1111UPWIMI1K AMPAMPAIMI • 011 

saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth." 
This, then, is God's will for every man. If His wish 
were to be satisfied, there would be no lost soul. We 
are not at the mercy of a fickle God who bestows His 
love upon one and His wrath upon another. It is His 
will that every man should be saved, yet some will be 
lost. The secret of this conundrum is in our relation-
ship to the first fact—that we are predestinated to be 
adopted as sons. 

Every inhabitant of this world is in one of two great 
families. "The first man Adam was made a living soul; 
the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit 
that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. The 
first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is 
the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such are they 
also that are earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are 
they also that are heavenly." 1 Corinthians 15:45-48. 

The first Adam, the first man created, is here re-
garded as the father of all and as the head of the one 
"earthy" family. Christ, the last Adam and Redeemer 
of mankind, is regarded as the Head of the second 
family or those who are "spiritual." Let us note the 
contrast between these two families. 

All who enter this world are born into the family 
of the first Adam. Perhaps a simple illustration may 
make this point plain. Suppose a man owned a family 
of slaves. The children of those slaves were also con-
sidered his personal property and they, in turn, be-
came slaves owned by the same master. In the begin-
ning Adam chose to obey Satan, and naturally became 
his servant. We are the servants of those we choose to 
obey, as is clearly taught in Romans 6:16. Those born 
from the descendants of Adam are born into the woes 
and sufferings and rewards of this family. As is stated 
in 1 Corinthians 15:49, "we have borne the image 
of the earthy." 

The family of the first Adam has been predestinated 
to return to the earth. "Dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return." Genesis 3:19. Although this lot 
may fall upon righteous and wicked alike in the first 
death, yet the family of the first Adam will be forever 
turned into dust in the "second death." "Ye shall tread 
down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the 
soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith 
the Lord of hosts." Malachi 4:3. This family, then, 
has been predestinated to die the eternal death, and 
all born into the world who remain in this family must 
likewise receive the same reward. "For . . . in Adam 
all die." 1 Corinthians 15:22. 

Those who have been born into this earthy family, 
who are predestinated to die, may by choice accept the 
merciful call of God and receive "the adoption of chil-
dren" into the family of the last Adam by a new birth 
experience. "As we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 
Verse 49. This family is "spiritual." (Verse 46.) Those 
in this family are like Christ, the Head of the family. 
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"As is the heavenly, such are they also that are heav-
enly." Verse 48. 

In the family of the first Adam all entered by their 
physical birth; into the family of the last Adam all 
must enter by adoption and spiritual rebirth. "When 
the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons." Galatians 4:4, 5. Christ spoke 
of this transfer into the spiritual family as the new 
birth, and declared, "Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God." John 3:5. 

This family is predestinated to receive life. "As in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." 
1 Corinthians 15:22. In Christ, in the family of the 
last Adam, there is life, and "there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved." Acts 4:12. 

There are only these two families. There is the 
(Continued on page 24) 
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EVENTS 
of Our Mmes 

NO PAY, NO PENSION.—Unhappy coal miners 
find their pensions aren't all they were cracked up to 
be. Halt in payments is causing talk. . . . Miners, 
hard up and idle as winter comes, are growing bitter. 
Security, promised by union contracts, still seems far 
away.—U.S. News & World Report, Oct. 7, 1949. 

"FRINGE" CITIES: ANSWER TO A-BOMB.—
Protection against atomic warfare is to change the face 
of the U.S., once ideas now blueprinted take hold. 
Idea is to spread out, avoid packed centers of industry. 
. . . Big cities stay. Dispersing them costs too much. 
But new growth is to be on the fringes. Some plants 
go underground.—U.S. News & World Report, Oct. 7, 
1949. 

TAXPAYERS PAY.—"Golf Specials" still are being 
flown by the Air Force to carry high officials to their 
week-end golf dates in various parts of the country. 
This service costs taxpayers at least $130 an hour.—
U.S. News & World Report, Sept. 30, 1949. 

THIS IS SPEED!—Figure it out; we're baffled. Air 
Force Secretary Symington disclosed last night that 
"man has now flown and lived at speeds hundreds of 
miles an hour faster than the speed of sound"—which 
is 760 miles an hour at sea level. 

The air force has admitted possession of a super-
sonic plane, the X-1, but it has been consistently 
cagey about its exact top speed. 

Whether Symington meant this plane or some other, 
he did not specify. But in an address to the National 
Security Industrial Association, he said: "This same 
plane, if it had the range, would arrive in San Fran-
cisco before it left New York. That will give worry 
to the time-table experts."—The Nashville Tennessean, 
Sept. 29, 1949. 

ORIGIN OF VALENTINE DAY.—The date, Febru-
ary 14, is the eve of an ancient pagan Roman festival 
called the Lupercalia, dedicated to the pastoral divin-
ity Lupercus. It was a time of unbridled merrymaking 
and some historians describe the rites connected with 
it as "peculiar." 

The connection of St. Valentine with these goings-
on seems to have been due to the quite fortuitous fact 
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that he was beheaded on February 14 in the year 269 
or 270. He was a Roman priest and physician who 
suffered this martyrdom for refusing to renounce 
Christianity. It is told that in prison he composed a 
farewell message to the blind daughter of his jailer 
and signed it "From your Valentine."—The New York 
Times, February 13, 1949. 

TALK LESS AND CARRY BIG STICK.—Dean 
Acheson, Secretary of State, is advocating a policy of 
speaking more softly in future criticism of Russia, with 
military officials making fewer claims about how 
quickly they could blow up the Russians. Idea is that 
this country should talk less and carry a big stick, 
instead of talking a lot and not having too big a stick. 
—U.S. News & World Report, Oct. 7, 1949. 

BUSINESS WEATHER FORECAST.—Moderately 
fair to good through mid-1950, with some chances of 
slight change, locally. Appraisers, checking all factors, 
differ only on the degree of prosperity. Nobody sees a 
return to the boom-time peaks in everything. But no-
body predicts a crushing slump. Business outlook is for 
good times by almost any standard.—U.S. News & 
World Report, Oct. 7, 1949. 

UPHOLD CHURCH LAW.—A broad statement of 
church policy, advocating social justice as the answer 
to Russian totalitarianism, was announced by the house 
of bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in tri-
ennial convention.—The Nashville Tennessean, Oct. 
5, 1949. 

MINERAL WEALTH IN ALASKA.—A Duluth, 
Minn., engineering party has been examining the 
Poorman Mine two miles west of Kasaan, Alaska. 
Poorman was staked in the settlement's early years by 
James Coleman, a blacksmith. Iron ore estimated at 
around 1,000,000 tons has been proved to be there by 
the U.S. Bureau of Mines by diamond drilling.—The 
Nashville Tennessean, Oct. 5, 1949. 

SKIDPROOF ROAD.—A good way to make a skidproof 
road is to sprinkle the surface with false teeth. At least 
that is what an Australian dental supply wholesaler did. 
He used thousands of out-of-date false teeth. 
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LIQUOR IS ALWAYS 
HARMFUL-DON'T DRINK 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 

Liquor Ads--True or False? 
From The New Century Leader 

By Edwin H. Maynard 

TIQUOR ads are everywhere, literally. Dry states 
have no protection from interstate ads. Pub- 
	4 lishers allow liquor ads to appear in magazines 
even of the family type. Radio networks have relaxed 
their ban on wine and beer ads, and in many states local 
stations pour additional liquor "plugs" into every home. 

But while liquor advertising is apt to be most offen-
sive in its boldness, it is most dangerous in its opposite 
quality—subtlety. While it speaks the truth, its mean-
ing is false. The supreme biblical example of evil is not 
a bold lion, but a subtle serpent, poisoning under the 
pretense of friendship and respectability. The liquor 
sellers have studied the serpent's methods carefully. 

Well-phrased references to quality and prestige 
never could be proved untruthful in court, but they 
make their mark. Subtle inflections of phrase or color 
do more damage than would be tone by the blatant 
claims which are prohibited. 

Make no mistake, there is regulation. Liquor adver-
tising is more closely regulated than any other type—
even than ads for medicines and foods. Federal control 
is exerted through the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
(though it is not so rigid as that maintained formerly 
by the Alcohol Tax Unit of the Treasury Depart-
ment). All states have controls over intrastate liquor 
advertising, though some of them are lax. 

Christian organizations should counteract liquor ads with similar 
outstanding ads as shown below. 
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ACME 

Most steady drinking begins at such a beer bar 
as this 

Regulation does not stop with law. The trade has 
its own restrictions—admittedly intended to make the 
ads less offensive. By utilizing pictures of men almost 
exclusively, by staying away from pictures of children 
and actual drinking scenes and by showing restraint 
in other ways, hard liquor advertisers hope to keep 
from arousing too many complaints. 

The combined effect of law and regulations prevents 
manufacturers from claiming that their drink is whole-
some, will give you a lift, make you more sociable, or 
even make you a man of distinction. But if the regu-
lations have done a good thing in that respect, they 
also have forced the advertisers to use the more subtle 
—and more effective—methods. 

They cannot say, for example, "This whisky will 
make you a man of distinction." But they can print 
the picture of a distinguished-looking gentleman (with 
or without a whisky glass) along with the "man of 
distinction" slogan. The ad breaks no rules and makes 
no untrue claims, yet the studied use of color and text, 
and repetition of the idea in a series of ads, create an 
association in the mind of the reader. He concludes 
that the whisky and the distinction go together. 

"The most famous bottle in the world." True, or at 
least the burden of proof would be heavy 
to show it otherwise. But that the con-
tents of the bottle are so valuable and 
useful that they merit universal esteem? 
False! 

"For your after-dinner enjoyment." 
True. At least that is what it is made 
for. But that the enjoyment is natural, 
wholesome, or morally right? False! 

Social acceptance is the biggest return 
the advertisers got for the $104,000,000 

(Continued on page 25) 
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ACING along the highway at 
sixty miles an hour I did not 
see the sign which told me 

I was driving in the city limits. I had been up very 
late the night before packing, as I was moving to an-
other city. In a few moments of time I had passed 
through the town and was on my way—but not alone. 
A few miles down the highway a police officer drove 
up beside my car and signaled me to stop. 

When he asked me to return to police headquarters, 
I was startled; for I did not know I had done wrong. 
Needless to say, I followed the officer's car for the 
return journey of nearly five miles. As we walked into 
the judge's office, the chief of police informed me that 
they had been standing on the corner as I drove 
through their city a mile a minute in the twenty-five-
mile-an-hour zone. Only then did I begin to compre-
hend the situation. I had been so tired that it all 
seemed like a dream. Now I was rudely awakened. 
I faced a possible fine of at least twenty dollars, or 
more. 

The judge was kind, but very firm. He asked me  

why I had driven through his city at such a terrific 
rate of speed. I told him my story—how because of loss 
of sleep I was so tired that I did not realize I had 
transgressed the law. I fully expected to be fined a 
large fee because of my gross disregard for law and for 
endangering citizens in a city traffic zone. 

The minutes dragged like hours, it seemed, as I 
waited for the judge to sentence me; for I was a con-
demned man by my own admission. The law had 
been broken. Restitution must be made. Finally the 
judge spoke: "I ought to fine you twenty dollars, but 
I am going to let you go. Don't ever drive at such a 
speed again in the city limits of this or any other city." 

Saved by grace. Yes, that is how it was; the judge 
saved me by his grace. Certainly I was not worthy of 
his generous goodness to me. The grace he extended 
was unmerited favor. I had broken the law. I was 
guilty. I deserved a just sentence for my disobedience 
of the law of the land. But I was free; absolved of my 
wrong. There was no charge made except a mark of 
traffic violation on my driver's license. 

The whole experience resolved itself into a great 

SA ED by 
Has There Ever Been a Dispensation of 

Law Wherein Men Were Saved by Works? 

object lesson to me. I thought of 
this world lost in sin. The law of 
God had been broken, and restitu-
tion must be made. Man was con-
demned to die, hopelessly lost 
through his own willful, tragic 
deeds of sin and crime. Crimes 
against the Most High God! Crimes 
against the Son of God! Crimes 
against humanity! 

To make restitution Jesus left 
glory and came to this world to save 
us by His unfathomable grace. You 
and I can never fully understand 
that mystery of divine love. Grace 
is unmerited favor of God's limit- 
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GRACE 
less love. "For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
John 3:16. That is infinite grace—complete love. 

The teaching of law and grace has been completely 
misunderstood and thoroughly distorted too often in 
recent years in many Christian circles. Recently cer-
tain folk have taught that prior to the cross men were 
saved by keeping the law and that after the cross men 
were saved by grace. That 
is, it is presumed that there 
was no grace extended to 
mortal man before the cross 
and that there is no need to keep the law after the cross. 

This teaching of the "dispensation of law" and the 
"dispensation of grace" has done more to undermine 
and destroy the faith of men in God and His Holy 
Word than any other unscriptural teaching of the past 
century. It has in a large way contributed to the gen-
eral indifference which many Christians show in re• 
gard to obedience to civil laws as well as to God's law 
The foundations of the souls of men have been honey-
combed with this sly philosophy; and many have be- 
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come shipwrecked upon the dangerous shoals and the 
shifting sands of subtle, suggestive schemes. 

Let us examine this fallacy that grace began to be 
imputed only after Christ's death on the cross. In 
Titus 2:11, we read: "For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men." Is that 
not a striking statement? The apostle Paul declared 
that grace has been given to all men. Men in Old 
Testament times before the cross, as well as in New 
Testament times since the cross, received God's grace. 

How harmonious and beautiful is this teaching, this 
doctrine of God's Word! As we scan the pages of time, 
we see the men of the past who found grace in the 
sight of God. First, there was Adam. He had sinned. 
He had transgressed God's commandments, as we read: 
"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: 
for sin is the transgression of the law." 1 John 3:4. 

Adam and Eve were lost forever. As they stood that 
day, naked, unclothed in their shame, then only did 
they realize the covering love of God. They finally 
understood how good He had been to them. If God 
had chosen, He might have destroyed our first parents 
and created new men in His own image to inhabit our 
planet. But He chose to extend to His unworthy sub-
jects His boundless grace. Even in their sorrow He 
showered them with infinite grace. In their presence 
He declared to Satan: "I will put enmity between thee 
[ Satan] and the woman [the church], and between 
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel." Genesis 3:15. 

To be cast off for eternity from the presence of God 
should have been the lot of Adam and Eve. But God 
so loved them that He made a way of escape even 
though they had broken the law. You and I have also 
broken the law of God. We know we are not worthy; 
but because He loves us more than we can ever love 
Him, we are given His glorious grace—His never-
ending love. 

Perhaps you recall the experience of Noah. This 
valiant warrior for the truth of God carried on a battle 
against sin and the adversary of all mankind almost 
singlehandedly. The record of commendation is very 
short, consisting of only ten words: "But Noah found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord." Genesis 6:8. Can these 

words be said of you, 
friend? Are you living and 
walking in His ways so that 
He is satisfied with vou and 

is ready to shower upon you undeserved favor—His 
grace, His love? 

Noah lived in an unregenerate age. "God saw that 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually." Verse 5. God was so dis-
tressed over man's sinful condition that He said: "My 
spirit shall not always strive with man." Verse 3. 

Even amid this repulsive evil condition Noah stood 
(Continued on page 28) 
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The Sabbath was to be 
creation's birthday. "For in 
six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, . . 
wherefore the Lord blessed 
the Sabbath day, and hal-
lowed it." Exodus 20:11. 
Each seventh day man was 
to turn his mind in a 
special way to things of 

God. 

When and by Whom 

Was the Sabbath Instituted? 

	1HE SEVENTH-DAY Sabbath is the Chris- 
tian Sabbath. It was made by Christ on the 
seventh day of creation week. The Bible de-

clares it. "In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by Him; and without Him was not anything 
made that was made." John 1:1-3. That the Word 
mentioned here by John is none other than Christ 
Himself is made quite clear in the fourteenth verse: 
"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." The 
member of the Godhead who was made flesh and 
dwelt among us was Christ the Son. 

John declares that "all things were made by Him; 
and without Him was not anything made that was 
made." This, of course, extends not only to the "heav-
ens and the earth, the sea and all that in them is," 
but it includes as well His holy Sabbath which He 

How Would Universal Sabbath Observance 

Destroy Evolution and Idol Worship? 

By Robert H. Pierson 

made the seventh day of time's first week as a me-
morial to His creative power. 

Paul declares: "By Him were all things created, 
. . . visible and invisible. . . . All things were cre-
ated by Him, and for Him." Colossians 1:16. Other 
texts in Scripture corroborate these factual statements 
and prove that Jesus, the Son of God, was the Creator 
of all. This being true, it would do no violence to the 
inspired Word to read the last portion of creation's 
story thus: "On the seventh day Christ ended His 
work which He had made; and He rested on the 
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Walking With Jesus 

Have you learned to walk with Jesus 
And to talk with Him each day? 

Have you heard His voice in secret 
As you have knelt to pray? 

Oh, what peace there is in Jesus 
In knowing Him this way! 

There's nothing to compare with it, 
Nay, but we must pray. 

Do you love the blessed Bible 
That reveals the Saviour's love? 

Are you seeking for the wisdom 
That cometh from above? 

We must know Him through His word 
And by seeking Him in prayer, 

For, if we would know the Saviour, 
His presence we must share. 

Let us seek the precious Saviour 
For victory over sin; 

Search the Holy Scriptures daily, 
That we may finally win. 

There's a glorious place in waiting 
For those who serve Him here, 

So let us be ever faithful 
And reach that home so dear. 

By 
James 

Marchman 
Hammond 

A. DEVANEV 

seventh day from all His work which He had made. 
And Christ blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: 
because that in it He had rested from all His work 
which Christ created and made." Genesis 2:2, 3. 

So from the beginning the seventh-day Sabbath has 
been the Christian Sabbath—for Christ blessed it; He 
sanctified it; and He rested from all His work. By 
these three all-important processes He instituted the 
seventh-day Sabbath as a day of rest for mankind. 

The Son of God's reason for setting aside one day in 
seven as a rest day is also made clear in His Holy 
Word. In the last part of the third verse of Genesis 2 
we read that He "rested from all His work which God 
created and made." God did not rest because He had 
been made weary by His creative work, but He rested 
as an example to all mankind whom He desired should 
commemorate His work of creation by likewise resting 
on that special day. Then in the fourth commandment, 
which was given to His people on Mt. Sinai, the pur-
pose for which God instituted the Sabbath is made 
clear: "For in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 
day and hallowed it." Exodus 20:11. 

The Sabbath was to be creation's birthday. Each 
seventh day of time man was to cease from his regular 
secular toil and turn his mind in a special way to the 
things of God. As man kept the Sabbath, he was to re-
member creation and the great Creator. Man was to 
be reminded that only the living God has power to 
create. Had the seventh-day Sabbath been faithfully 
observed down through the ages, never would there 
have been an idolater or an evolutionist. Each Sabbath 
day man's mind would have dwelt upon the living 
God as the Creator of "heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is." There would have been no place 
in his concept of things for the evolutionary theory; 
neither would there have been millions of judgment-
bound souls in darkened lands bowing their knees to 
idols of wood and stone. God intended that the Sab-
bath day should be a constant reminder that there is 
but one living God and He is the Creator of all. 

Christ, the Lord of the Sabbath, during His earthly 
ministry reminded His followers that the Sabbath had 
been made for man and not by man. (Mark 2:27.) 
It was not to be a day of stern privation. His prohibi-
tion of work is only subsidiary to the idea of the joyful 
rest which the Lord Jesus desires His people to enjoy. 
"Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the seventh 
day thou shalt rest: that thine ox and thine ass may 
rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, 
may be refreshed." Exodus 23:12. 

God knew that after six days of toil man's physical 
frame needed rest, so He provided that the day should 
be a double blessing. It was designed to be a time of 
spiritual rest as well as a cessation from physical labor. 
"Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Ube SERMON of  the MONTH 
MORE ABOUT HEAVEN 

By H. M. S. Richards 

Speaker on the Voice of Prophecy Radio Program 

OME time ago a very dear young friend of mine 
came to the end of this life's journey. His 
mother was with him during his last hours, and 

he would say to her: "Mother, read to me. Talk to me. 
Tell me more about the resurrection, more about 
heaven." 
. Yes, friends, we ought to know more about heaven. 
All of us must leave this world some day. What about 
the country to which we are going? What about 
heaven? 

First of all, heaven is a place. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
said, "I go to prepare a place for you." John 14:2. 

Yes, it is a condition, too, of course; but it is a place 
as well. Heaven is real. And there is something there 
that we do not have here. The apostle Peter tells us in 
1 Peter 1:3, 4 that we are "begotten [or born] . . . 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you." 

When my brother and I were little fellows, dollars 
were very scarce in our house. My father was a preacher 
of the gospel of Christ. His income was small. Once 
in a long while Mother would buy some candy or a 
few oranges, or something like that—something that 
we did not usually have—and she would reserve it 
for the Sabbath day. We children would look forward 
all week to that treat. We knew it was up there in the 
cupboard somewhere, but Mother was reserving it. 
It was something to look forward to. 

So it is with heaven. There is an inheritance there 
for you and for me, reserved in heaven for us. 

Heaven is where God dwells. (1 Kings 8:27.) 
Heaven is where Christ went when He left this earth. 
He said, "I go to prepare a place." John 14:2. And 
we read in Ephesians 4:10 that He is there "above all 
heavens." Hebrews 6:20 tells us that He, our Fore-
runner, has there entered. And He wants us there with 
Him, according to His prayer in John 17:24: "Father, 
I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be 
with Me where I am." 

Is your family divided? Sometimes families are 
separated here on earth—one part of the family may 
be in New York, another in San Francisco; one part 
in London, another in Sydney, Australia, or in South 
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Africa, or wherever it may be. The apostle Paul speaks 
of a great divided family some day to be reunited: 
"For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named." Ephesians 3:14, 15. 

The names of all believers are written in heaven. 
We read in Hebrews 12:23 of "the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn, which are written in 
heaven." Is your name there? It is if you are a believer 
—if you belong to the kingdom of God. And Jesus told 
His disciples to rejoice because their names were writ-
ten in heaven. (Luke 10:20.) 

Shall we know each other there? Yes, indeed, we 
shall. The apostle Paul tells us that we shall know 
even as we are known. (1 Corinthians 13:12.) We re-
member that when Jesus appeared to His disciples 
after His resurrection, they knew Him. They talked 
with Him; they touched Him; they recognized Him; 
they knew Him. And in 1 John 3:2 we read, "When 
He shall appear, we shall be like Him." Certainly we 
shall be like Him—real beings. We shall know Him 
and know one another. 

It is said that a famous Scotch preacher—I believe it 
was Alexander Whyte—awakened one night to find 
his wife sobbing by his side. He asked: "What is it? 
What is the matter, Mary? Why do you cry?" 

"Oh," she said, "I just can't stand it any longer. 
The other day some of the folks said that we won't 
know each other in heaven. Aren't we going to know 
each other, Aleck?" 

"Darling," he said, "do you think we shall be bigger 
fools in heaven than we are here?" 

That was a good answer, too. Do you think God 
will take away love, friendship, faith, memory? "Oh," 
you say, "but it says over here in the book of Isaiah, 
in that wonderful sixty-fifth chapter and the seven-
teenth verse, that we shall not remember the former 
things." 

Yes, but what is the rest of the sentence? Read the 
margin, too, and notice the exact words: "And the 
former shall not be remembered, nor come upon the 
heart." That is the literal rendering. We shall not 
remember things to make us sad or to come upon the 
heart as a burden. We shall see these things—the con- 

(Continued on page 32) 
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"He Is A 

When in Trouble 
Call Upon Jesus 

EVA LUOMA 

By Betty Brassington 

A

UGUST storms about Lake Michigan come up 
quickly and for the short time they last are 
sometimes very severe. Strong winds drive 

the waves far up onto the beach. Rain and water spray 
soak anyone nearby. Often men place huge rocks 
along the shore to keep the waves from reaching too 
far inland. Foam, spray, overcast sky, drenching rains 
—these, added to the roar of the waves, make it im-
possible for one to think or feel beyond the storm. 

The louder the storm near the lake shore becomes 
the more I am filled with fear—a fear vague and un-
defined. What if the waves come higher and drag 
me back with them into the water? Perhaps the pier 
will become weakened with the water action and give 
way. Jagged flashes of lightning seem determined to 
single me out. Thunder—ominous, terrifying thunder 
—makes me want to put my hands tightly over my 
ears and run. 

Far back from the water's edge are the great dunes. 
Steep, rugged, severe, they rise above the water as if 
in defiance of the storm. By turning his back to the 
storm and climbing the base of the dune, the fright-
ened observer may find safety. 

As one climbs above the reach of the waves, his fear 
gives place to a comforting sense of security. The huge 
whitecaps have become mere fingers of foam reaching 
helplessly toward him from the horizon. 

From his safe retreat he can look down upon the 
damage caused by the storm. In fact, one has a better  

view of trouble of any kind from far above it. The 
higher one goes the farther he is from trouble; the 
higher he reaches, the closer he is to help. 

We can evaluate despondency, worry, or pain more 
accurately if we live above them. We cannot ignore 
these things. Life is not so simple. But to get an over-
all view of trouble will help us to understand causes 
and results more clearly. We can balance worry with 
sorrow. Or better, we may balance despondency with 
cheerfulness. 

But is this practical? One could ask, "How can any-
one raise himself above his troubles? Is that not too 
idealistic?" The answer is simply that he cannot raise 
himself. As soon as he sees his danger and desires to 
get away from it, he must place his confidence in 
something stronger and bigger than either the storm 
or himself, just as the dune is higher than the waves 
and stronger than the wind. 

Christ is "able to keep you from falling, and to pre-
sent you faultless before the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy." Jude 24. Place your confidence 
in Him. No storm can wash Him away any more than 
the restless waves of Lake Michigan can destroy the 
dunes that stand back from its shoreline. 

To keep above the storms of life we must press up-
ward to the "high" calling of Jesus Christ; for He is 
not only able to raise us and keep us above the storm, 
but, also, "He maketh the storm a calm, so that the 
waves thereof are still." Psalm 107:29. 
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No Crisis With Cod 
(Continued from page 3) 

in Europe took their religion from the hierarchy and 
permitted the hierarchy to do their thinking for them. 
They were taught a philosophy of better days ahead. 
They were made to believe that if they blindly obeyed 
and followed their political and ecclesiastical leaders, 
they would soon enjoy a wider space in the sun and 
have better social and economic conditions. They 
would share the benefits of a one-world government 
and a one-world church, where every person would 
sit under his own fig tree and none would make them 
afraid. 

But now that the people of Europe have been un-
deceived by the aftereffects of World War II and 
robbed of their leaders who led them astray in their 
thinking, the real Christians of the afflicted nations 
of Europe are revaluating their own spiritual status 
and are restudying the pure and holy teachings of 
Christianity, as promulgated by Christ and his apostles 
in the early church of Christianity. They are now 
rediscovering a purer gospel than was taught them by 
the hierarchy. 

Even in Russia, where a deliberate attempt is made 
to stamp out all religion, there are millions of sincere 
Christians who, as a result of the persecutions they 
have to suffer in the land of the atheists, have de-
veloped and formed a new spiritual body of Christians 
that is purer and more in harmony with real Christi-
anity than the country of Russia had ever known or 
seen before. They are studying the Scriptures for 
themselves to see what it really instructs them to do. 
They are accepting the life and teachings of the pro-
letarian Jesus, whom the common people gladly heard, 
and are finding that the hierarchy has greatly adul-
terated the gospel and doctrines of Christianity. They 
are finding their faith strengthened and their hopes 
revived by the acceptance of a pure and unadulterated 
gospel, unscathed by the antireligious propaganda and 
the anti-Christian interpretations of an authoritarian 
hierarchy. 

Bernard Pares, a noted authority on Russian history, 
tells, as the result of his observations, how the perse-
cutions of Christians in Russia have revived their 
faith. He relates: "The best medicine which the Rus-
sian church could have had after the terrible corrup-
tion of the last years of Tzardom was a very strong dose 
of persecution; in such matters the energy of the per-
secutor overreaches itself. . . . It was in fact to plain 
Bible Christianity that the church was brought back." 
—Russia, p. 171. 

Pares continues: "Russian Christianity had to go in 
the grave and 'taste' death to the full. Christ is being 
crucified over again in Russia, and He is rising again 
there now."—Id., p. 178. 

The formal church under the leadership of the 
Russian hierarchy has died, and a new spiritual church 
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under the invisible Head of the church triumphant 
has arisen. The flame of its torch the atheists have 
been unable to quench. God has a way of purifying 
His people and vindicating His cause that is unknown 
to man. God is still fighting the battles of His people 
and turning the enemies back when they come in like 
a flood. With God there is no crisis. His resources 
are unlimited, and He can afford to wait until His 
enemies collapse in the ultimate crisis they have pro-
duced. Truth crushed to earth will rise again. 

The atomic age, in which man by his own genius 
and ability has developed a weapon that threatens 
his own annihilation and the destruction of the world, 
has revived faith in the ultimate judgments and 
power of God to bring to pass His final decree of the 
"consumption, even determined upon the whole 
earth," "and shall show the lighting down of His 
arm, with the indignation of His anger, and with the 
flame of a devouring fire, with scattering and tempest, 
and hailstones, . . . every stone about the weight of 
a talent." Isaiah 28:22; 30:30; Revelation 16:21. 

These divine predictions of the final dissolution 
of all things earthly, when "the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up" (2 Peter 3:10), were 
regarded by the preachers of peace and better times 
as figurative and fantastic instead of literal prophecies; 
but the devastations of the atom bombs invented 
by man have wrought a miraculous change in the 
thinking of the modern preachers. 

The Seventh-day Adventists, who preached the final 
dissolution of all things at the second coming of Christ, 
were called false prophets and alarmists. But now as 
you listen to the radio broadcasts every Sunday, you 
hear these former good-will preachers of better times 
coming quote these biblical texts of the doom of this 
present evil world; and they sound the trumpet of 
alarm and of a time of trouble such as the world never 
witnessed before. They prove to be greater alarmists 
than the Adventist preachers ever dreamed to be. 
Even the atomic scientists are predicting such dire 
consequences as will leave the inhabitants of the earth 
without any protection or security. They forecast com-
plete desolation of all the cities of the nations at the 
hands of man himself. The Adventists never preached 
such a gloomy doctrine. The Adventists accepted the 
divine predictions "that all these [earthly] things shall 
be dissolved," as the apostle Peter declared, "at the last 
day"; but the Adventists also accepted Peter's declara-
tion : "Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." 2 Peter 3:13. Out of the ruins of this 
world's wreckage in the final day of God's judgments, 
He is to re-create "a new earth;" and the Bible says: 
"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away." Revelation 21:4. 
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Why Worry? 
BY ALWYN THOMAS 

When I am sad, I always smile, 
And find that half my cares depart; 
For troubles that depress my thoughts 
Are often born in my own heart. 

• Tomorrow's clouds when viewed afar 
Are dark and always full of grief; 
But when tomorrow comes I find 
That with the dawn there comes relief. 

So now I never let the gloom 
Of worry penetrate my heart: 
For when I'm sad I always smile 
And find that half my cares depart. 
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"None of Us liveth to Himself" 
(Continued from page 4) 

Lord to David, "By this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme." 
Verse 14. 

David was a good man most of the time, even more 
so than many Christians today. He "did that which 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, and turned not aside 
from anything that He commanded him all the days 
of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite." 1 Kings 15:5. But how far-reaching were the 
tragic results of that "matter"! 

And it is no different today. On every hand Christ 
is rejected, and Christianity is scoffed at, because 
churchgoers perform shady business deals, seek worldly 
pleasures, gossip, and do many other hypocritical 
things. It is just as the apostle Peter foretold: "And 
many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of." 
2 Peter 2:2. 

It is so natural for many out of the church to sup- 
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pose that any evil in the life of a professed Christian 
is the result of Christianity. And quite naturally they 
feel, "If that is Christianity, I don't want it." 

Thus Christ is forsaken; and many continue in more 
or less sinful ways, adding to the great weight of sor-
row He has to bear. The adverse influence toward 
Christ is the saddest thing about sin in the life of a 
professed Christian. 

There are other people, however, who realize that 
the deeds of the offender are not the fault of Christi-
anity, but exist because Christianity is lacking in the 
mind and heart of the offender. 

Definitely, therefore, "the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite" was not recorded in God's Word as an "ex-
cuse" for transgression. Rather, it is given as an 
example to help us understand what can happen when 
a good man permits lust to come into his life. It was 
not the fact that David "despised the commandment 
of the Lord" (2 Samuel 12:9) that made him a man 
after God's own heart. The thing that made him such 
was that he sought God's forgiveness and never did 
the sin again. The redeeming lesson that David's ex-
perience shows to all who love the Lord today is the 
necessity for living aright before God and man. 

All through the ages the professed followers of God 
have been closely watched. It is also true today that 
"none of us liveth to himself." (Romans 14:7.) 

"Wherefore," to use the words of Paul, "seeing we 
also are compassed about with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith." Hebrews 12:1, 2. 
All through his writings Paul gives us much instruc-
tion on how "we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world." Titus 2:12. "Only let 
your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ." 
Philippians 1:27, A.S.V. That is the great underlying 
principle he gives. 

Christ Himself puts this searching question to those 
inclined to be hypocritical: "And why call ye Me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" Luke 
6:46. He says further: "What hast thou to do to 
declare My statutes, or that thou shouldest take My 
covenant in thy mouth? Seeing thou hatest instruc-
tion, and castest My words behind thee." Psalm 50: 
16, 17. But He does not stop with the rebuke; He adds 
an abiding, enabling promise: "And to him that or-
dereth his conversation aright will I show the salvation 
of God." Verse 23. 

Let us not allow our lives to be to others as "a 
stumbling block or an occasion to fall." (Romans 
14 : 13.) But as "ambassadors for Christ" let us dis-
continue every misdeed and make the epistle that men 
know and read in us truly an "epistle of Christ." 
(2 Corinthians 5:20; 3:2, 3.) "He that saith he abid-
eth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He 
walked." 1 John 2:6. 

17 



INTERPRETI 
3n the ) Light 

By 

* Insecurity Imperils Civil Liberties 
IN A TIME OF CRISIS it is usually the case that 

the citizens of a government are willing to relinquish 
some of their freedoms in the hope of obtaining se-
curity. Once again our world is gripped by fear. The 
two greatest fears of our day seem to be the fear of 
insecurity in old age and the fear of the atomic bomb. 

It is going to take a strong infusion of courage on 
the pai-t of the American people to keep their heads 
and refuse to relinquish freedoms in the security 
measures that will very likely be carried out in the near 
future for protection against atomic war. 

It is also going to take great courage for people to 
refuse the government's desires to control their lives 
for a security measure against old age. The tendency 
in this time of crisis is to mobilize and regiment the 
masses. Some have learned by experience that when 
they relinquish their civil liberties for security reasons 
they lose their liberties and do not gain security. The 
Germans gave up many freedoms when Hitler was in 
power. They were promised security, but they never 
got it. Another case in point is the Russians who do not 
have security, but they have given up practically all 
their freedoms to obtain it. The British people ac-
cepted socialism in the hope that they would find se-
curity, but thus far they have experienced only dis-
appointment. 

Even in America we find that the government has 
become paternal and is gradually gaining control of 
the lives of its people in greater and greater degree. 
But we have less security today than we have ever had. 

The only place of security in a time like this is in 
Christ. We may safely surrender our lives and all we 
have to Him. And when we do, we will find, for the 
first time, security. 

* World Monetary Crisis 
THE RECENT decision to devaluate the British 

pound sterling is going to affect millions of people 
directly or indirectly. It means a lower standard of 
living for a large number. Prices in England will rise 
while real wages will fall. People who are dependent 
upon savings, pensions, and annuities will suffer. Un-
employment will likely increase since raw materials 
will cost more. Other countries will be affected in a 
similar way. 

Perhaps the devaluation of the pound was the only 
step that could be taken under the circumstances, but 
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it will have far-reaching effects in other countries. 
The people of practically every land are looking to 

the United States for salvation from their critical 
monetary situations. But it must be remembered that 
our government is operating on borrowed money, and 
there is a limit to our resources. 

Many Christian leaders are inclined to believe that 
the only thing that is preventing a complete monetary 
collapse in the world is the providence of God. The 

JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN, PHOTO FROM ACME 

The burst of one of the atom bombs at Eniwetock illuminates the 
low-hanging clouds like a setting sun. 

Lord certainly is not going to let a complete break-
down of the finances of the world occur until the work 
of spreading the gospel to the whole earth is finished. 
The very fact that we are nearing the point where 
such a crash may occur is evidence that God's work in 
the world must be nearing its completion. Infidels 
and skeptics would hoot at the idea that God is up-
holding the financial status quo for the sake of His 
cause. But they will find that when God is finished 
with His program in the world, then the words of the 
prophet will be fulfilled: "Go to now, ye rich men, 
weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon 
you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are 
moth eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the 

OUR TIMES, FEBRUARY, 1950 



11 11K  
iniyivw 	 
oyealiew  •L_*4 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall 
eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure 
together for the last days." James 5:1-3. 

* "The Earth Is Filled With Violence" 
" `IF ANYTHING happens to any of my other 

children, you'd better deputize me! I'm going out gun-
ning!' This righteous anger was Edward Tuley s, a 
Clevelander whose eight-year-old daughter was knifed 

President Truman's revelation that Russia has the atom bomb 
proved upsetting to U.S. Representative Warren Austin as well 

as to the UN Assembly. 

to death within a hundred yards of her own home. 
"It might, too, have been the anger of Dr. Florence 

Takacy, whose sixty-two-year-old mother was choked 
and left dead on a lawn in fashionable Shaker Heights, 
Ohio. Or the parents of six-year-old George Counter, 
who was dragged into a basement in Detroit and mur-
dered with a spade. 

"It might have been the anger of John F. Elliott, 
New York businessman, who was beaten and stabbed 
as he strolled in Central Park. Or the woman who 
was knocked over the head and robbed as she walked 
home from church in Philadelphia. Or the three Har-
vard men who were attacked in Boston—or the two 
Radcliffe College girls who were accosted and robbed. 
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"Or it might have been the anger of any American 
who finds today that the streets of his city have become 
a no man's land where his children must risk the 
psychopathic killer, his wife must risk the molester, 
the purse snatcher, and the rapist; and he himself has 
taken to treading the center of the roadway for fear 
of the marauder in the bushes, the mugger, the slug-
ger, the knifer—the hoodlum who will kill for whatever 
is in a wallet, be it only a dollar bill." 

These striking views of America's crime situation 
were given in Collier's, July 16, 1949, in an article 
entitled "Stop Terror in the Streets." This is not an 
exaggerated account of the goings on in American 
cities. The crime situation has reached a point where 
the fearful citizens are asking the question, "Where 
are the cops?" In many of our large cities there are 
some sections where the people are afraid to go out at 
night. It is said that in Philadelphia there are neigh-
borhoods where the cabbies are afraid to pick up a fare 
after dark, and where an ordinary motorist—if he gets 
a flat tire—would rather ride home on the rim than 
to take the risk of stopping and fixing the tire. 

Congressman Walter Horan (Rep., Wash.) recently 
declared, "We have come to the point where no one 
knows whether his wife, mother, sister, or daughter 
is safe in the streets." It was recently reported that in 
Los Angeles 75 per cent of the streets are unsafe for a 
woman to walk on after dark. The Washington Times-
Herald editorially fumed: "What kind of town is this, 
that a little girl can't ride her bike in the park on a 
bright, sunshiny Sunday without having her throat 
cut by a sex maniac? . . . A woman can't walk in [the 
parks] by day free of the fear of rape and murder? 
. . . A man never knows but what he will be held up 
for his money and lose his life as well!" 

Though Chicagoans are accustomed to public ene-
mies, many of them are beginning to ask, "What kind 
of a town is this?" In the thirty-one days of March the 
following crimes were committed: 15 murders, 34 
rapes, 77 other sex offenses, 527 robberies, 75 assaults 
to commit murder, 277 assaults with deadly weapons. 

In Chicago's Fifth District south of the Loop it has 
been said, "If you want to go home in one piece, don't 
walk through this trouble spot at night." Since 1934 
seven policemen have been murdered there. In every 
five days a volume as large as an unabridged dictionary 
is filled with reports and complaints pertaining to 
crimes in this district. The police station safe is 

(Continued on page 25) 
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CHRISTMAS Christian o 

WE HAVE all been taught as children that 
Christ was born on December 25. The maga-
zine Sunday states: 

"So you think Christmas is a Christian holiday 
. . . and you fondly believe that the traditional holly, 
bells, yule log, Christmas tree, carols, Santa Claus, and 
holiday festivities are symbolic relics of early Christian 
Christmas days. 

"You're largely mistaken. As a matter of fact, most 
of the modern Christmas celebration is of pagan origin 
or encumbered with non-Christian customs. Even De-
cember 25, supposedly the birthday of our Lord, is a 
debatable fact."—Sunday Magazine, Dec., 1946, p. 36. 

History tells us, "Most of the Christmas customs 
now prevailing in Europe, or recorded from former 
times, are not genuine Christian customs, but heathen 
customs which have been absorbed or tolerated by the 
church."—James Hastings, Encyclopedia of Religion 
and Ethics, Vol. 3, p. 608. The fact is that December 
25 has been the birthday of the sun since the days of 
Babylon. 

"On the 25th of December, at the first moment of 
the day, throughout all the ancient world, the birthday 
of the god Sol was celebrated. This was the moment 
when, after the supposed winter solstice, and the low-
est point of his degradation below our hemisphere, he 
began to increase, and gradually to ascend. At this 
moment, in all the ancient regions, his birthday was 
kept; from India to the Ultima Thule. These cere-
monies partook of the same character; and everywhere 
the god was feigned to be born, and his festival was 
celebrated with great rejoicings."—Mysteries of Free-
masons, p. 226. 

Christmas has come to us from paganism. "Many of 
the usages of the Germans and Romans were adapted 
from heathenism to Christianity. . . . The custom of 
decorating churches at Christmas with holly and ever-
greens is an ancient one. The Christmas tree would 
seem to be traceable to the Roman Saturnalia, and was 
not improbably first imported into Germany with the 
conquering legions of Drusus. It is noteworthy that 
the Christmas tree with its pendent toys and manikins 
is distinctly portrayed by Vergil."—New Standard 
Encyclopedia. 
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Fourth in a Series on Paganism 

By George S. Belleau 

History agrees that Christ could not have been born 
on December 25. 

"And first, as to the festival in honor of the birth of 
Christ, or Christmas. How came it that that festival 
was connected with the 25th of December? There is 
not a word in the Scriptures about the precise day of 
His birth, or the time of the year when He was born. 
What is recorded there, implies that at what time so-
ever His birth took place, it could not have been on 
the 25th of December. At the time that the angel an-
nounced His birth to the shepherds of Bethlehem, they 
were feeding their flocks by night in the open fields. 
Now, no doubt, the climate of Palestine is not so 
severe as the climate of this country; but even there, 
though the heat of the day be considerable, the cold 
of the night, from December to February, is very 
piercing, and it was not the custom for the shepherds 
of Judea to watch their flocks in the open fields later 
than about the end of October."—Alexander Hislop, 
The Two Babylons, p. 91. 

"In Judea shepherds are not found 'abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night' (Luke 
2:8) in November, December, January, or, perhaps, 
February; but in March, and especially in a mild 
season, such a thing is quite common."—The Ancient 
Church, Its History, Doctrine, Worship, and Consti-
tution, p. 30. 

"At the birth of Christ every woman and child was 
to go to be taxed at the city whereto they belonged, 
whither some had long journeys; but the middle of 
winter was not fitting for such a business, especially 
for women with child, and children to travel in. There-
fore, Christ could not be born in the depth of winter. 
Again, at the time of Christ's birth, the shepherds lay 
abroad watching with their flocks in the night time; 
but this was not likely to be in the middle of winter. 
And if any shall think the winter wind was not so 
extreme in these parts, let him remember the words of 
Christ in the gospel, 'Pray that your flight be not in 
the winter.' If the winter was so bad a time to flee in, 
it seems no fit time for shepherds to lie in the fields in, 
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Pagan Holiday? 

and women and children to travel in."—The Two 
Babylons, p. 92. 

It was the Roman Catholic Church that introduced 
this pagan festival into the Christian church. It was 
taken from paganism and given a Christian name. 

"In the fifth century the Western Church ordered 
it [Christmas] to be celebrated forever on the day of 
the old Roman feast of the birth of Sol, as no certain 
knowledge of the day of Christ's birth existed."—The 
Encyclopedia Americana, Vol. 6, p. 623. 

" Factors which tended to support the feast on De-
cember 25.—There can be little doubt that the Church 
was anxious to distract the attention of Christians 
from the old heathen feast days by celebrating Chris-
tian festivals on the same days. On December 25 was 
the dies natalis solis invicti or the sol novus, especially 

H. M. LAMBERT 

Christmas, with its holly, tree, bells, carols, and Santa Claus, has come to us 
from paganism. 

OUR TIMES, FEBRUARY, 1950 

cultivated by the votaries of Mithraism."—Encyclo-
pedia of Religion and Ethics, p. 607. 

"The fixing of the date appears to have been the 
act of Julius I, who presided as pope or bishop of 
Rome, from 337 to 352 A.D."—Book of Days, p. 744. 

The Roman Catholic journal Our Sunday Visitor, 
December 24, 1944, in an article titled, "Christmas Is 
a Catholic Feast," says: "Non-Catholic Christians 
for the most part go on celebrating the feast with the 
paraphernalia which the Catholic Church has pro-
vided. They do not hesitate to enshrine a Madonna on 
their Christmas cards, although they will not have her 
in their churches." 

Our Sunday Visitor accuses Protestants of taking 
Christmas from Catholic doctrines without biblical 
proof for its observance. 

"Many non-Catholics criticize the Catholic Church 
because some of her doctrines and practices are learned 
by Tradition. But it does not occur to them that their 
own hostile attitude towards the Church is based 
altogether on false 'Tradition.' In fact, much of Prot-
estant doctrine and practice is based on Catholic 
traditions, such as the observance of the Sunday, . . . 
the date for the celebration of Christmas, and Easter 
and Pentecost, and many other things."—Our Sunday 
Visitor, Oct. 26, 1947. 

Reliable historians are agreed that it 
is the old pagan feast day of the sun : 

"Within the Christian Church no 
such festival as Christmas was ever heard 
of till the third century, and that not 
till the fourth century was far advanced 
did it gain much observance. How, then, 
did the Romish Church fix on December 
the 25th as Christmas Day? Why, thus: 
Long before the fourth century, and 
long before the Christian era itself, 
a festival was celebrated among the 
heathen, at that precise time of the year, 
in honor of the birth of the son of the 
Babylonian queen of heaven; and it may 
fairly be presumed that, in order to 
conciliate the heathen, and to swell the 
number of the nominal adherents of 
Christianity, the same festival was 
adopted by the Roman Church, giving 
it only the name of Christ. This tend-
ency on the part of Christians to meet 
Paganism halfway was very early de-
veloped."—The Two Babylons, p. 93. 

Christmas is pagan. It is the birthday 
of the sun. Alexander Hislop says: "Far 
and wide, in the realms of Paganism, 
was this birthday observed. . . . It com-
memorated not merely the figurative 
birthday of the sun in the renewal of 
its course, but the birthday of the grand 

(Continued on page 29) 
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gi;rt BETTER HOMES and H EALTH 

NO TIME FOR THE CHILDREN 

By Henry H. Graham 

OH, MOTHER!" called out Ruth Edstrom 
gaily. "How about going out into the woods 
with me this afternoon and picking wild 

flowers?" 
"I'm sorry, dear," Mrs. Edstrom said. "But I'm 

going on a shopping tour this afternoon." 
There was a hurt look in Ruth's bright blue eyes 

as she protested, "Mother, you never go anywhere 
with me. I've always heard that a girl's mom should 
chum with her. But you're always too busy. If it 
isn't your bridge club, it's something else." 

Ruth did not say more. Soon brother Roger entered 
the house. Ruth heard him put in a telephone call. 
Then she heard him say, "Oh, Dad! Why can't you 
go to the game with me tonight? Why do you and 
Mom have to go out socially so much? I'm sure you 
would enjoy the game. Oh, all right." He, too, had a 
hurt look in his eyes and a let-down feeling in his 
heart. It is always tough when a boy is turned down by 
his dad. In this household it was chronically that way. 
Both Dad and Mom always seemed too busy to pal 
with their children—or else they were disinterested. 
Night after night the children were left alone to amuse 
themselves as best they could while Mom and Dad 
argued over somebody's bridge table, went to a swanky 
club, or to a show. 

The parents were careful to see that Ruth and 
Roger knew how to behave at the table. They observed 
the accepted social amenities. Ruth was taking music 
lessons. Roger had received instruction in horseback 
riding. Both of them had a huge allowance. What 
they lacked was parental comradeship and knowledge 
of certain subjects—vital, important subjects. But no, 
there was no time for that! Mom's and Dad's social 
activities prevented it. 

Not long before dinner Mrs. Edstrom returned 
satisfied with her shopping. Dinner came largely from 
tin cans. Both children were clearly tired of such 
meals though they uttered no complaints. Roger left 
the table early. 

"What's the matter, Rog?" his father wanted to 
know. 

"I'm not hungry," he replied. 
"I'm not hungry, either," announced Ruth. "Excuse 

22 

me, please. I have some homework to do tonight." 
"Aren't you going to the game, Son?" Mr. Edstrom 

asked. 
"Guess not," the boy answered. "Probably won't 

be much of a game anyway." Cruel disappointment 
tugged at his heart. He had so wanted his father to 
accompany him. 

About eight o'clock Dad and Mom, both dressed 
in the height of fashion, paused at the front door. 
"Have a good time while we're gone, children," said 
Mrs. Edstrom. "And rest assured that one of us will 
come home with the bridge prize." She polished it 
off with a soft, eager laugh. 

At nine o'clock Roger told Ruth, "It's sure dull 
around here, isn't it? Guess I'll go downtown for 
awhile, Sis. See you later." 

"I'm going out somewhere, too," disclosed Ruth. 
"Don't know just where it'll be, but it's certainly 
lonesome around this shack." 

What she referred to as a "shack" was a veritable 
mansion costing at least thirty thousand dollars. But 
it was a home in name only. There was no love or 
warmth in it. 

Roger returned to an empty, darkened house about 
eleven-thirty. Ruth and the parents were still out. 
It had been quite an evening for a fifteen-year-old. 
Moody and depressed, he had joined a gang of boys 

(Continued on page 32) 
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"Is It Peace?" by W. E. Videto 
"Christ and the Sabbath," by R. H. Pierson 
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"Christ's Promises to the Overcomer," by John W. 

Halliday 
"Grace or Disgrace?" by Fenton E. Froom 
"The Protestant Reformation," by Taylor G. Bunch 
"Love's Way," by Arnold V. VVallenkampf 
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Choice Thou,ghts 
FOR CHILDREN \_ 

FOR THE TEENS 
 	of Our gimes 

By D. A. Delafield 
	

By Caris Lauda 

One Thousand Years on Devil's Island 

Devil's Island is located off the coast of French 
Guiana, near the capital city, Cayenne. It is one of a 
group of islands which was employed by the French 
government for many years as a penal colony, the most 
notorious in South America and perhaps in all the 
world. Until a recent order of the French government 
abolished this awful prison, criminals of the worst 
character were incarcerated there. Devil's Island was 
the place of solitary confinement. And what a lonely, 
disease-ridden place it was! Few prisoners have ever 
escaped from this island and lived to tell the story. 

One such convict managed to find his way through 
a series of terrifying adventures to a large port in 
Southern California. He wrote a book about his 
journey. This man's name was Rene Belbenoit. When 
he walked off the steamer upon which he had been a 
stowaway, he looked like a living skeleton. But I must 
not say too much about this, or we will not have time 
to draw the lesson. 

The Bible tells us that some day this world will 
be like Devil's Island. Satan and all his evil angels 
will be prisoners here for a thousand years. And, oh, 
what a dark, lonely place it will be! God, the great 
Governor of the universe, will sentence the devil to 
exile on this lonely island world for a long period of 
time called the millennium. 

This word, "millennium," is a Latin word which 
means a "thousand years." The word is not found in 
the Bible, but in the twentieth chapter of the book of 
Revelation the expression "thousand years" is used 
several times. This millennial period has not begun 
yet. It will begin when Christ comes the second time; 
and all the good people are taken to heaven, and the 
wicked people are destroyed. 

Listen to these texts of Scripture: 
"And to you who are troubled rest with us, when 

the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 2 Thessalonians 1:7, 8. 

"For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord." 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Popular Nothings 

DEAR TEEN-AGERS: 
The other day I had the privilege of speaking to a 

fine audience of teen-agers on the subject "Popular 
Nothings." I pass it on to you. 

Popular—I should say they are! These "Popular 
Nothings" are everywhere—on the great lines of travel, 
on the trains, in the airliners, on the buses, on the 
street cars, and along the curbings—children, youth, 
and adults, too, seem to be crazy about them. What 
are these things that are so popular that they rival 
even the movies today? Youngsters and youth fight 
for them. Some spend their last dime for one. They are 
traded back and forth by school children, high school 
students, and college students, too. 

Could it be possible that professed Christians are 
being swept away with the popularity of this devil-
possessed "nothing" that is seemingly drawing every-
one into its power, into its influence, and into its 
deadly living? 

What is this I am talking about? What is this that 
is so popular? You ask me: "Could it be that I am 
being swept away with this 'something,' too?" I hope 
not, my friend. If you have not been swept away with 
this, then you are one in a thousand—yes, even a 
greater number than that. Why, I have even seen a 
mother, and a father, and two children push furniture 
aside fighting, rushing to get the comics first. Yes, 
that is what I want to talk to you about—"Popular 
Nothings"—the comics. They do rival the movies, too, 
in their popularity. 

A survey conducted in the schools of Gary, Indiana, 
showed that in one week alone 696 grade-school 
pupils had read 915 books; but, notice, they had read 
more than just books. They had read 2,370 comic 
magazines. One in three had read nothing but comics. 
It is now estimated that about 75 per cent of the 
leisure-time reading of children in the nine-fourteen 
age group is spent on 125 different comic magazines 
—and 180 million of these are sold each year. These 
publications have been surveyed and in them have 
been found 522 separate physical assaults against 
human beings, depicting them in horrifying detail and 
in a manner tending to glorify brute force. There were 
shown some 216 major crimes, 309 minor crimes, and 
271 examples of antisocial behavior. These figures 
were given in The Catholic Mind of October, 1945, 
and are even greater today. 

(Continued on page 31) 
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finding Christ More Fully 

(Continued from page 5) 
spirit of Martin Luther when he first discovered a 
complete copy of the Bible in the library of the uni-
versity he attended! "He had heard portions of the 
Gospels and Epistles, which were read to the people at 
public worship, and he supposed that these were the 
entire Bible. Now, for the first time, he looked upon 
the whole of God's Word. With mingled awe and 
wonder he turned the sacred pages; with quickened 
pulse and throbbing heart he read for himself the 
words of life, pausing now and then to exclaim, '0 
that God would give me such a book for myself!' "—
The Great Controversy, p. 122. Then after entering 
a monastery he found a Bible chained to the wall, 
which he delighted above all else in studying. No 
wonder he became the foremost reformer of the Refor- 
mation! 	 • 

How powerful is God's Word in its transforming 
guidance day by day! The following incident will 
illustrate this. Some time ago, Gilbert West, who was 
then a prominent skeptic, said, "I will explode the res-
urrection of Christ." Some time later when asked 
what he had to say, he answered: "Oh, Littleton, I 
have something wonderful to tell you. When I came 
to explode the doctrine that Jesus of Nazareth rose 
from the dead on the third day, I had to be candid, 
I had to be sincere, I had to be honest, I had to search 
for my evidence. You may laugh at me, Littleton, if 
you will; but when I looked into it honestly, my mind 
and my deepest soul were convinced that Jesus did 
rise from the dead; and I prayed to Him, and He 
saved me, and I am His friend."  

God's Word asks the question: "Wherewithal shall 
a young man cleanse his way?" Psalm 119:9. The 
divine answer applies to older wandering ones as well: 
"By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word." 
The psalmist then gives us his own example: "With 
my whole heart have I sought Thee: 0 let me not 
wander from Thy commandments. Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee." 
Verses 10, 11. 

Many others also long to follow the psalmist's ex-
ample and take hold of God's Word for themselves 
and find the salvation they so long for. They also say, 
" 'With my whole heart' I seek Thee." 

With great tenderness of heart by the Holy Spirit 
the Saviour bends to whisper with transforming power 
His own wonderful words of life: "He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life." John 3:36. The con-
trite one has now the wondrous privilege of believing 
that he has passed from spiritual death to spiritual 
life; and that it is now indeed his for the taking. 

The gladness he finds is as lasting as his new spirit-
ual life, inexpressible, yet so real, because it is based 
on the life-giving words of God given through His 
beloved Son, the divine Redeemer! 
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Predestination and You 
(Continued from page 7) 

family of the first Adam, the one family into which 
all are born by physical birth and upon whom death 
has passed. "By one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned." Romans 5:12. Those who 
choose to remain in the family of the first Adam are 
predestined to suffer the fate allotted to this family, 
which is death, for "the wages of sin is death." 
Romans 6:23. 

The last Adam, or Christ, is the Head of the second 
family into which all may enter by new birth, if they 
desire to accept the invitation. This family is predesti-
nated to receive eternal life. Those who choose to 
remain in this family and who consistently live the life 
of this family, will in the end receive the reward 
allotted to the family, which is eternal life. 

The invitation to separate from the family of the 
first Adam is extended to all. "Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat." Isaiah 55:1. And 
again, in Revelation 22:17, "The spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely." No one is excluded 
from these gracious invitations. All may leave the 
"earthy" family and, by accepting these invitations, be 
born again into the "heavenly" family. The choice is 
placed before us. God declares that He has set before 
us "life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore 
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live." 
Deuteronomy 30:19. By accepting these invitations 
we may "confess our sins, [and] He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness." 1 John 1:9. 

That man must put forth an effort for his own sal-
vation and that he is not forced to be adopted into the 
family of Christ or to remain there against his will, is 
further demonstrated by the apostle's own personal 
struggle. "I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so 
fight I, not as one that beateth the air: but I keep 
under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that 
by any means, when I have preached to others, I my-
self should be a castaway." 1 Corinthians 9:26, 27. 
To him it was a choice and a continual effort to con-
tinue on in the way of life. 

Furthermore many are tempted to believe that once 
being born into the family of Christ assures them a 
perpetual new-birth experience and in the end eternal 
life. This is a dangerous delusion. The apostle Paul 
realized a daily need of dying to self and sin, for he 
declares, "I die daily." 1 Corinthians 15:31. His life 
was a continual struggle and effort lest he be again 
led to lose his way. 

There is a danger that by careless indifference man 
may allow his spiritual experience to slip away until 
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he becomes like Samson when "he wist not that the 
Lord was departed from him." Judges 16:20. Such a 
man would be back again in the family of the first 
Adam, predestinated to receive that family's reward, 
eternal death. 

Liquor Ads--True or false? 

(Continued from page 9) 
they spent in 1947. When a person sees liquor ads 
over and over, even though he agrees with nothing 
they say, he is bound to get used to them. Eventually 
he may conclude that liquor is "here to stay" or "part 
of the American way of life." 

But not all liquor ads are whisky or gin and the 
most insidious are the least regulated. Family scenes, 
pictures of beautiful models, and other effective de-
vices not permitted for stronger beverages are approved 
for beer and wine. The so-called "beverages of modera-
tion" can be advertised most freely, and it is against 
them that our defenses are weakest. 

Not many steady drinkers—or even social drinkers 
—got their start on whisky or brandy. The majority 
began with a glass of beer. Others first tasted alcohol 
in a social glass of wine, a diluted cocktail, or perhaps 
a glass of wedding champagne. 

So, if the whisky ad does not appeal to the young 
abstainer, the distiller can afford to wait until the 
youth acquires the habit from drinks with a lower 
alcohol content. Then he may be more easily induced 
to switch. 

There may not be many new drinkers created by a 
full-page picture of a bottle of Old XXX. But what of 
the young folks or family group pictures under the 
caption, "Beer Belongs—Enjoy It"? The Old XXX 
Company must be very careful in picturing convivial 
scenes, but not the brewer. Moreover, he can picture 
the most beautiful girl he can find—and he need not 
even bother to put a glass to her lips in order to con-
vey an association between his product and sensual 
pleasures. 

The brewer is free to appeal to the 2,000,000 young 
people who come of age each year. And plans of the 
United States Brewers Foundation indicate that young 
folks have been singled out as a specific target in beer 
advertising. The brewers also are encouraging women 
to drink and serve beer. Though it may not be adver-
tised as food (it was once, and occasionally is yet), ads 
picture beer with food. 

In this campaign to win new drinkers and keep the 
old ones drinking, the ads can be counted on to con-
tinue telling the false story of social grace, distinction, 
and wholesome living. 

A person who has been misled by the true yet false 
liquor ads may discover too late the truth he could 
have found in the Bible: "Treasures of wickedness 
profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from 
death." 
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The Earth Is Filled With Piofence 

(Continued from page 19) 
crammed full with confiscated weapons from the 

criminals from this area—hunting knives, butcher 
knives, guns, blackjacks and even screw drivers filed 
to a surgical edge. 

The Chicago police have lately offered to "convoy 
home in a squad car any woman who is afraid to walk 
alone." In Detroit the police department has recently 
advertised a course in judo to all women and girls who 
wish to learn to protect themselves from assailants. 
Among the students of this course was a Mrs. LaVerne 
Rebresh, a nurse. "I have to walk two long blocks from 
the bus when I get home at night," she said. "I don't 
want to get hurt—and I don't want my two children 
to be orphans." 

In the past five years Detroit has suffered a 33 per 
cent increase in murder, a 27 per cent increase in rape, 
a 63 per cent increase in assaults, and a 64 per cent in-
crease in robbery. 

New York City's beautiful Central Park has become 
a sink of filth and crime. Though bounded on three 
sides by beautiful high-priced apartments and hotels, 
the park has become off limits to respectable citizens 
at night. "The mugger, the knifer, the pervert, the 
rapist have made one of the nation's loveliest city parks 
into a grisly quagmire." 

Today's criminal is not a professional. He is usually 
an amateur hoodlum, but he is a worse menace than 
the professional ever was. The professionals robbed 
banks, but the amateur attacks people. "He'd just as 
soon stab you as look at you," says New York Congress-
man Arthur Klein. "He'd kill you to keep you quiet." 

It is generally admitted by the officials of large cities 
that the police forces are inadequate to cope with this 
growing problem. Some cities do not want to make it 
known that they are inadequately protected by police- 
men for fear that even more crime will develop. 

Last year the FBI reported that in the nation there 
were 1,686,670 serious crimes, an average of one every 
18.7 seconds. By the FBI's grim averages, you can 
figure that somewhere in the United States at least 
one person was attacked and murdered, three were 
robbed, and five were beaten or raped in the time that 
it took you to read this editorial. 

Would we be wrong in stating that Christ's predic-
tion that the world would be as it was in the days of 
Noah and Sodom near the end of its history has ac-
tually come to pass? God's Word reveals that He will 
finally have to destroy the world because of wicked-
ness, as He did in the days of Noah and Sodom. We 
believe that the same charge God made against the 
Noahic world is applicable to this today. "And God 
said, . . . The end of all flesh is come before Me; for 
the earth is filled with violence through them; and, 
behold, I will destroy them with the earth." Genesis 
6:13. 
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bets Ask the 
DOCTOR 

The answers to health questions are supplied to the readers of OUR TIMES by Owen S. Parrett, M. D. 
Address your queries to him in care of this magazine. 

What can be done in the treatment of gallstones? 
—J.F. 

Where gallstones are really present it is evidence of 
a bad gall bladder, for which there is only one really 
permanent cure—the removal of the gall bladder with 
the stones. All medical remedies will fail to remove 
the stones or to cure the condition no matter what 
medicine or diet is used. However until this permanent 
treatment can be instituted, it is well to live very 
simply, avoiding all fried and greasy foods, all spices 
and condiments, and much sweets. Olive oil seems to 
be well tolerated in these cases, and it would be well 
to use a little with the main meals. The relief that 
comes after the gall bladder is removed is often rather 
dramatic, and the patient may find that he can eat 
freely of most foods without any bad effects. 

Is it harmful to use nose drops in cases of head 
colds?—L.D. 

Nasal drops are used to relieve the congestion and 
make breathing easier. However there is with essen-
tially all such remedies a reaction in which the breath-
ing becomes more difficult and the congestion increased 
after a period of time varying with the medicament 
used. Also, some of the inhalants should be used 
cautiously as they may contain rather potent drugs 
that may react on the heart or other organs. 

Is there any way to cure malarial chills without 
taking medicines?—G.O.K. 

If it is a true case of malaria, the best treatment is 
the use of either quinine or atabrine, both of which are 
specific in such a disease. Hydrotherapy or the use 
of hot and cold baths at proper intervals may often be 
used to relieve the chill and act as a tonic to the 
patient, but it would be a slow and rather difficult 
process to treat malaria without one of the specific 
medicines proved potent in this disease. 

Several members of my family have had goiters, 
and I am wondering if there is anything I can do to 
avoid the possibility of developing one.—F.H. 

First, if you live in a nongoitrous district, that will 
help some. Secondly, since the thyroid increases in 
activity whenever any toxins are present in the system, 
it is helpful to keep the general health level as high 
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as possible, paying attention to the bowel activity. 
Free use of fruits, juices, and salads with sufficient 
rest and freedom from much emotional strain is 
helpful. The taking of a small amount of iodine, as 
in the use of iodized salt or one drop daily of Lugol's 
solution or organidin, will further help to prevent the 
development of an active goiter. 

What is a suitable treatment for a sore eye? My eye 
gets sore just about every night, and I would like to 
know how to relieve it.—A.P. 

Endeavor to keep your general health level high 
by good hygiene and the use of plenty of vitamins B 
complex and A. As a medicine to put into the eye you 
might try stainless aqueous merthiolate in a weak solu-
tion of about one to three thousand dilution. Put a 
drop or two into the eye just before retiring. 

What are stomach gas and heartburn indications of 
when they continue to give trouble?—S.T.Y. 

Such symptoms may be due to mild indigestion 
which might have a variety of causes such as hyper-
acidity or too little acid with resulting fermentation 
and fermentation acids. These causes, in turn, also 
may be induced by mental worries and care of exces-
sive degree. It might be well, also, to have the gall 
bladder checked by X ray since gall bladder disease is 
a most potent cause of chronic digestive disturbances. 

If no organic disease can be located, it would be well 
to attend carefully to all the rules of correct diet. 
Avoid eating hearty meals at night. Eat slowly, masti-
cating the food twice as thoroughly as you have been 
in the habit of doing. Make your meals simple and 
with enough variety. 

Is pneumonia contagious? Can it be prevented when 
one is exposed to it?—R.L. 

The answer to both questions is no. We do not con-
sider that the usual type of pneumonia is contagious. 
However, there might be an element of contagion in 
pneumonia caused by an unusual type of microorgan-
ism, but such cases would be quite rare. Although it 
might be possible for a patient to infect another with 
the pneumonia germ, the fact is that it is a common 
germ found present in many throats; and only under 
favorable conditions does it produce active pneumonia. 
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One Thousand Years on Devil's Island 
(Continued from page 23) 

At this time when the earth is void of population, 
a mighty angel lays hold of the devil and binds him for 
a thousand years. He is sentenced to mournful captivity 
on this world. (Revelation 20:1-3.) He and his angels 
wander to and fro over the earth with plenty of time 
to ponder the awful fruits of their rebellion against 
God. There is no living man to tempt or to annoy. 
All the wicked people are dead, and all the righteous 
people are in heaven. What terrible suffering and 
loneliness he will endure! 

Jeremiah, the prophet, had a vision of the earth at 
this time. He said: "I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was 
without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had 
no light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trem-
bled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, 
there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens 
were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was 
a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken 
down at the presence of the Lord, and by his fierce 
anger." Jeremiah 4:23-26. 

But Satan will not be a prisoner on our island world 
forever. At the close of the 
thousand years all the wicked 
people are brought back to 
life. "The rest of the dead 
lived not again until the thou-
sand years were finished. . . . 
And when the thousand years 
are expired, Satan shall be 
loosed out of his prison." Rev-
elation 20:5, 7. As he sees 
the vast host of sinners come 
forth from their graves, with 
a new burst of courage he 
rallies them about him and 
lays plans for a most ambitious 
program of warfare against 
God. 

At this time the Bible pic-
tures "the holy Jerusalem, de-
scending out of heaven from 
God." (Revelation 21:10.) 
Christ and His people are in 
the city which gently settles 
upon the earth. At last, the 
final battle in the agelong 
warfare between Christ and 
Satan is to be fought and 
Satan goes "out to deceive the 
nations . . . of the earth . . 
to gather them together to 
battle: the number of whom 
is as the sand of the sea." 
Revelation 20:8, 9. 

The hosts of evil make a 
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mighty army as they march against the New Jeru-
salem. "And they went up on the breadth of the 
earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, 
and the beloved city: and fire came down from God 
out of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that 
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire." Revela-
tion 20:9, 10. 

And then at last after one thousand years of solitary 
confinement on this earth, the sentence of death is 
executed against the mortal enemy of God and man. 
This world ceases to be a Devil's Island, and it be-
comes God's enchanted isle of the universe where His 
people live with Him forever more. Sin and sinners 
are destroyed forever; and, now, one beautiful pulse 
of harmony beats throughout God's far-flung universe. 
"I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away. . . . And I 
heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be with them, and be their God." 
Revelation 21:1, 3. Then God shall wipe away all 
tears, and there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor pain; for all these things shall pass away. 



Saved by Grace 
(Continued from page 11) 

out as a man among men. His countenance was dif- 
ferent. His manner was compelling. He preached great 
soul-stirring sermons to countless men. Though the 
multitudes rejected him and his message, still he was 
faithful to his God. Because of his faithfulness he 
found grace in God's sight. 

It is possible that you feel you are all alone in your 
family or your community. No one appears to be serv- 
ing the Lord as you are trying to follow Him. But 
do not be discouraged, friend. Press on. He will send 
you much grace; He will see you through. His love is 
sufficient; His grace is boundless. 

Another outstanding character of Old Testament 
times is Moses. This general, statesman, and leader of 
God's ancient people found that in his day he served 
a God who was "merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goOdness and truth." Exodus 34:6. 
The Lord gave Moses no chance for doubt or question 
as to whether or not he found grace in the sight of God. 

Moses asked the Lord, "Now therefore, I pray Thee, 
if I have found grace in Thy sight, show me now Thy 
way, that I may know Thee, that I may find grace in 
Thy sight: and consider that this nation is Thy peo-
ple." Exodus 33:13. 

"And the Lord said unto Moses, I will do this thing 
also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace 
in my sight, and I know thee by name." Verse 17. We 
learn that Moses and many of the children of Israel 
lived under grace fifteen hundred years before Calvary. 

Countless righteous characters of other Old Testa-
ment periods might be cited as being the recipients of 
God's grace proffered to them during the so-called "dis-
pensation of law" era before the cross. 

Ephesians 2:8 states: "For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God." This verse makes it very clear that the accept-
ance of God's grace must be accompanied by faith. 
That is, a non-spiritual person is not likely to receive 
grace, because he will not have the faith to accept it. 

God's grace cannot be purchased, no amount of 
money will buy it, no bargains can be made to secure 
it, and no agreements will give us a monopoly on it. 
It is a free gift straight from the heart of God. It is 
dispensed freely from its never-ending source. His 
love knows no bounds. There are no heights too high 
nor depths too deep for His grace to be abundantly 
showered upon us. He always sends an overabundance 
of His grace for our every need. 

The Scriptures tell us that "all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God." Romans 3:23. Natur-
ally the question comes to mind: How are we saved 
by grace? Paul asserts that we are "justified freely by 
His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness 
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for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God." Verses 24, 25. 

The law has been broken. "All have sinned." There 
is no hope for us—of ourselves. That is where grace 
comes in. This free gift of God is generously bestowed 
upon us because of His supreme love. As we stand 
before God doomed to deserving death, suddenly a 
transaction takes place. The Lord Jesus places His 
arms of love about us and snatches us from the pit of 
destruction which should rightfully be ours. 

Any supposed teaching that grace supersedes the 
keeping of God's holy law ends in complete failure 
as we examine verse thirty-one: "Do we then make 
void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we estab-
lish the law." 

The keeping of the commandments of God and the 
reception of His free grace are inseparable. One can-
not receive His grace without keeping the command-
ments any more than one can keep His commandments 
without the grace of Christ in the life. 

What is the testimony of such venerable characters 
as Abraham and David? Abraham's faith was imputed 
to him for righteousness as we read in Romans 4:9. 
Paul said of the psalmist: "Even as David also de-
scribeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness without works, saying, Blessed 
are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins 
are covered." Verses 6, 7. 

Oh, how we rejoice that His grace is sufficient! It 
covers all our sins. It heals all our bruises. It binds 
up all the wounds received from having broken His 
perfect law. 

Grace is the free and eternal love or special favor 
of God. It is the spring and the source of all the bene- 
fits which we receive from Him. Dare we cast aside 
His grace? Can we refuse to keep His command-
ments and deny ourselves the privileges of His free 
grace? 

When and by Whom Was the Sabbath 
Instituted? 

(Continued from page 13) 
and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and 
learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, 
and My burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30. 

All the care, and perplexity, and anxious thought 
of the busy week are to be laid aside on the Sabbath 
day. "I will give you rest" is the assurance the Lord 
of the Sabbath has given to all who will respond to 
His invitation. Rest of mind, rest of body, and rest of 
soul is the essence of true Sabbath observance. 

That the first Sabbath was a literal twenty-four-
hour day there can be no question. The very wording 
of the account of creation week as found in the first 
chapter of Genesis leaves no room for doubt in this 
respect. At the end of the account of each day's crea-
tive work, Inspiration declares: "And the evening and 
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the morning were the first day." Genesis 1:5. "And 
the evening and the morning were the second day." 
Verse 8. This declaration is repeated for each of the 
days of that first week of time. That these creation 
days were not long millennial periods is also evident, 
not only from the foregoing texts but from the six-
teenth verse of Genesis 1 which declares that "God 
made two great lights; the greater light to rule the 
day." The sun is God's great divider of time; and it 
rules, not by millenniums, but by twenty-four-hour 
periods. So the seventh day that God blessed and 
sanctified at the end of creation week was a twenty-
four-hour day that has never since ceased to be the 
regular twenty-four-hour period. 

When the sun sinks below the western horizon on 
the evening of each Friday, the sixth day of the week, 
the sacred hours of the Christian Sabbath begin. 
"From even unto even, shall ye celebrate your Sab-
bath." Leviticus 23:32. Inspiration goes one step far-
ther telling us that "even" is "at the going down of the 
sun." (Deuteronomy 16:6.) From this it is clear that 
from sunset Friday evening until sunset Saturday 
evening is sacred time, God's holy Sabbath day set 
aside as the birthday of God's creation. 

It is to be man's delight to cease from secular labor 
and turn his thoughts to the things of God during 
this time. "Call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the 
Lord, honorable." Isaiah 58:13. It should be a day of 
worship. It should be a day of meditation. It should be 
a day of missionary service for the Lord of the Sab-
bath. Christ says: "It is lawful to do well on the 
Sabbath days." Matthew 12:12. It was instituted as a 
day of sacred service to God and missionary service 
for our fellow men. It was to be such not only for the 
children of Israel, but it was to endure "throughout 
all generations." (Psalm 135:13.) It is to be a sign 
between God and His people "forever." (Ex. 31:17.) 

Christmas—Christian or Pagan loliday? 
(Continued from page 21) 

Deliverer, the birthday of the Lord."—Id., p. 94. 
Colonel Gamier, in his book, Romanism and Spirit-

ualism; Their Identity With Paganism, said: "One of 
the most important festivals of paganism was on 
December 25th. It was called `Natalis invictae Solis,' 
`the birthday of the unconquered sun,' it being the 
period of the winter solstice when the sun first begins 
to regain its power. . . . Combined with this festival 
of the sun-god were the feasts of Saturnalia and 
Brumalia, a period of revelry and of sending gifts to 
one another."—P. 77. 

"Christmas is a peculiarly Christian celebration only 
in name. It was observed long before Christianity, 
and Christianity took over a Pagan festival of the 
joyous solstice season and gave it a Christian mag-
nificence."—Dr. Felix Adler in New York Independ-
ent, Dec., 1907. 

"Christmas, originally `Christer Masse.' . . . The  

date of Christ's birth is not known. . . . In the fourth 
century Pope Julius established Dec. 25. . . . The 
selection of that day was due largely to the fact it 
coincided with that of the greatest pagan festivals 
which celebrated the winter solstice—the birthday 
of the new sun about to return to the earth."—Anni-
versaries and Holidays, by Hazeltine, p. 162. 

"December 25 was established by the church of 
Rome as the time of the birth of Christ. While this 
day is generally observed as a holiday, yet no intelli-
gent person believes that Christ was born on that 
day."—The Papal Controversy, p. 614. 

For a time the Puritans and the Calvinists rejected 
Christmas as pagan. At the time of the Reformation, 
"the Lutheran and Anglican churches retained the 
celebration of Christmas and other festivals, which 
Calvinists rejected absolutely, denouncing the observ-
ance of all such days, except Sunday, as superstitious 
and unscriptural."—The Book of Days, p. 746. 

"Christmas Day: Now held on 25 December. The 
early Christians held it, some in May, some in April, 
and some in June. It could not have been in December, 
as shepherds would not be in the fields watching their 
flocks by night in that month. Most likely it took the 
place of Yule-feast and Roman festivals held during 
the winter solstice. The festival of the Nativity was 
introduced at Antioch in 375, but in the forged Isi-
dorian Decretals."—The Historic Notebook, p. 171. 

The Puritans and the Calvinists did not accept 
Christmas as the birthday of Christ. "The Puritan 
Parliament abolished the Christmas festival, and the 
decoration of churches and houses was made an act 
of sedition."—Ibid. 

In 1659, New England Puritans passed a law 
against Christmas. " 'It is therefore ordered by this 
court and the authority thereof that whosoever shall 
be found observing any such day as Christmas or the 
like, either by forbearing labor, feasting, or any other 
way, upon such account as aforesaid, every such person 
so offending shall pay for every such offense 5 shillings 
as a fine to the county.' That was the way the Puritans 
in New England back in 1659 felt about Christmas. 
As a result, New Englanders while celebrating Christ-
mas on Thursday may look back on a history which 
forbade celebrating 'such festivals as were super-
stitiously kept in other communities, to the great dis-
honor of God and offense of others.' 

"The law was passed by the general court here in 
Boston on May 11, 1659, and historians have inter-
preted the action to mean only that it was the intent 
of the general court to disgrace Christmas by associat-
ing it with lawless proceedings. 

"The law remained on the statute books until 1681 
when it was repealed." 

—Portland, Oregon, Telegram, Dec. 23, 1930. 

"The City of Happiness is located in the State of 
Mind." 
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`What Says the 
IBLE ? 

All earthly elements are crying aloud that "the great 
day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, 
even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man 
shall cry there bitterly." Zephaniah 1:14. 

One of the most startling of these warning voices 
is the blast of the atom bomb, which has caused mighty 
men of science to cry bitterly of the danger that con-
fronts earth's every inhabitant. 

A lecturer reported the luncheon talk of a group 
of atomic research workers whose guest he was. Said 
one: "I am moving my family back from the coast into 
the most secluded desert retreat I can find. They may 
possibly survive there." 

"I'm not moving out," remarked another. "I'm 
leaving my family here in the city. I want them to go 
quick and easy." 

But why need they "go" at all—desert or city—why, 
when God has provided a way of escape? Its chief 
requisite is utter wholeheartedness in accepting. 

What must I do to be ready for the Lord's coming? 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 

be saved." Acts 16:31. 
Will this save me from the cataclysm of the end of 

the world? 
"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 

in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be car-
ried into the midst of the sea: though the waters 
thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains 
shake with the swelling thereof." Psalm 46:1-3. 

It is possible to survive even without fear the con-
vulsions that attend the last day. 

How can this be? 
"Seek ye the Lord, . . . seek righteousness, seek 

meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the 
Lord's anger." Zephaniah 2:3. 

But is it possible for anyone to survive atomic war-
fare? 

"Who among us shall dwell with the devouring 
fire? Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burn-
ings? He that walketh righteously, and speaketh up-
rightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that 
shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stop-
peth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his 
eyes from seeing evil." Isaiah 33:14, 15. 

How can we secure the preparation that will assure 
us of God's protection? 
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Get Ready, Get Ready, Get Ready! 

"Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a 
solemn assembly; gather the people, sanctify the con-
gregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, 
and those that suck the breast: let the bridegroom go 
forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. 
Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep be-
tween the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare 
Thv people, 0 Lord." Joel 2:15-17. 

Turn off the radio, black out the television, throw 
away the comics, silence the wisecracks, sober up the 
drunks and the dopers so they can think, and let there 
be such a revival of seeking God as has never been. 

What personal preparation must I make? 
"Therefore also now, saith the Lord, Turn ye even 

to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping, and with mourning: and rend your heart, 
and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your 
God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness." Joel 2:12, 13. 

"Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, 
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all 
malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you." Ephesians 4:31, 32. 

"Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye 
upon Him while He is near; let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and 
let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon him; and tc, our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon." Isaiah 55:6, 7. 

How is it possible for one to receive such a prepara-
tion? 

First, by the wholeheartedness of the return to God, 
as indicated in verses already quoted. Second, by be-
lieving that He forgives the past: "If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9. 
Third, by sincere obedience to God's law: "If ye be 
willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land." 
Isaiah 1:19. Fourth, by believing that God does all 
this for us by His grace, which our polluted human 
natures cannot do for ourselves: "The Lord make you 
to increase and abound in love one toward another, 
. . . to the end He may stablish your hearts unblame-
able in holiness before God, even our Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Thessalonians 
3:12, 13. 
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SCIENCE 
Insights 

HOPE FOR HEART VICTIMS.—The immediate 
future holds out great promise for the cure and re-
covery of victims of all types of heart disease, an emi-
nent cardiologist said here [Nashville, Tenn.). He 
is Dr. H. M. Marvin, president of the American 
Heart Association.—The Nashville Tennessean, Oct. 
5, 1949. 

SUBSTITUTE LUNG.—A synthetic lung devel-
oped at the Mayo Clinic solved a major problem of 
chest surgery. When a lung is removed (as in cancer 
or TB), the body's attempts to fill the space may lead 
to complications. The false lung—a smooth, light 
plexiglas bag stuffed with fiberglas—permanently 
fills the cavity.—Quick, July 25, 1949. 

NEW LIGHT PLANE SILENT AS AN AUTO.—
A revolutionary light plane that lands and takes off 
in an area no longer than a tennis court, flies safely 
at a speed as low as twenty-seven miles an hour and 
makes about as much noise as an automobile, was 
announced here today. 

Called the Helioplane because its landing and 
take-off characteristics approach those of the heli-
copter, only one of the planes has been built to date 
by the Helio Corporation of Norwood, Mass. The 
craft has been in operation since last month.—The 
New York Times, May 15, 1949. 

DO MOLES CARRY POLIO?—One of the biggest 
unanswered questions in the study of poliomyelitis 
is: How does it spread? 

In the latest issue of the medical journal Archives 
of Pathology, a St. Louis doctor has suggested a 
possible answer: Polio is spread by one of the com-
monest of all animals—the mole. 

The doctor, L. E. Rector of Washington Univer-
sity, approached the problem by logic. If any single 
animal acts as host and carrier of the polio virus, 
he reasoned, it must: 

Be found almost everywhere. 
Be found oftener in rural than in urban areas, 

since polio outbreaks tend to start in the country. 
Explain, by its habits, the seasonal nature of polio 

among humans. 
Be so inconspicuous that victims don't notice it, 

doctors overlook it. 
Made for the part. The mole seemed to qualify 

perfectly. It is found in practically all non-Arctic 
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areas. It lives most often in the country. Because it 
lives underground, it is, therefore, inconspicuous. 

Moles live chiefly on earthworms. Because worms 
come close to the surface of the earth in spring and 
summer, so do moles. But in winter, both worms and 
moles live deeper down. And finally, there is the fact 
that people tend to play, lie, sit, or work on the ground 
in summer.—Path finder, May 18, 1949. 

Popular Nothipgs 
(Continued from page 23) 

Satan's business is to get our hearts and minds 
wrapped up in anything so long as he can keep us 
from the Bible and from the closet of prayer. He has 
the newsstands jammed full of trash and filth, at-
tractively covered so it will entice the eye. 

The news magazine Time a year or so ago gave 
these figures of the monthly sales of reading matter in 
the United States: 9,263,000 magazines devoted to 
love and adventure; 7,976,000 magazines of true con-
fession, chiefly sexy in character; 3,223,000 detective 
story magazines; 10,755,000 movie magazines; 22,-
215,000 comic books, gags, and risque witticisms. 
Surely, from the sound of this we would say that a 
big proportion of this reading matter is, frankly, no 
good for a mental diet. 

My friend, you and I expect to meet Jesus one of 
these days. Surely, as we read, and hear, and see the 
unrest in the world today—the strikes, wars and rumors 
of war, the greed, selfishness, hatred among nations, 
businesses, and among people—it only shows us that 
we are nearing the time when the clouds will roll 
back as a scroll, and our blessed Jesus and Saviour will 
come. For whom will He come? I hope He will come 
for you and for me. We are told in the Scriptures, 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." 
"Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Let us 
think of these quotations as we continue the subject 
of "Popular Nothings"—the comics. One has well said, 
"Reading maketh the man." Surely, it is the things 
we see, the print we read, the words we hear that 
make up our thinking, and more than that, our living, 
too; for "as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." 

What are you thinking about each day and each 
hour? What are you looking at? Does it help to make 
your thinking pure or wicked? What are you reading? 
Are you wasting time reading "Popular Nothings"? 

Remember the "pure in heart" will see God and 
enjoy the glories of heaven. 

Well, I must run along now. In my next letter I 
shall give you my test for reading, hearing, seeing, and 
doing. I trust you will be using it for your testing 
measure, too. Let us use our heads for more than a 
"trash can" for "Popular Nothings." 

Your pen pal, 
Carts 
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More About /leaven 

(Continued from page 14) 
fusion and heartbreak of this world—as God sees them; 
and we shall see that "all things work together for 
good to them that love God." Romans 8:28. As we 
look back over the past, we shall see the golden thread 
of God's providence in all the dark things of life; and 
those experiences of earth will not be remembered 
in such a way as to "come upon the heart." 

Yes, we shall know each other there. Our names are 
in the book of life—not numbers, but names. The 
names of the twelve apostles are on the twelve founda-
tions of the city of God. The name of Jesus remains 
throughout eternity. 

And there is a city there called the New Jerusalem. 
The apostle John saw it, as it will be when it comes 
down from God out of heaven at the end of the thou-
sand-year millennial reign—that great city, the holy 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, ". . . 
having the glory of God: and her light was like unto 
a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear 
as crystal." Revelation 21:10, 11. 

Someone asks, "But is that city big enough for all 
the millions of the redeemed?" According to the size 
of the Holy City, as revealed in the twenty-first chap-
ter of Revelation, it is at least fifteen hundred miles in 
circumference; so all the people who have ever lived 
could find shelter in it, if they were all saved. 

Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of heaven. 
"There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away." Revelation 21:4. "The 
inhabitant shall not say, I am sick; the people that 
dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity." Isaiah 
33:24. 

The New Jerusalem is a city never built with hands, 
nor hoary with the years of time. "In the city of God 
`there shall be no night.' Revelation 22:5. None will 
need or desire repose. There will be no weariness in 
doing the will of God and offering praise to His name. 
We shall ever feel the freshness of the morning, and 
shall ever be far from its close. 'And they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God 
giveth them light.' Revelation 22:5. . . . The glory 
of God and the Lamb floods the Holy City with un-
fading light. The redeemed walk in the sunless glory 
of perpetual day. . . . Now . . . we behold the 
image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the works of 
nature and in His dealings with men [and in His 
Book, the Holy Scriptures]; but then we shall see 
Him face to face, without a dimming veil between." 
—E. G. White, The Great Controversy, pp. 676, 677. 

So, friends, let us forget the disturbing news of the 
day, the problems that we face, the distresses, the 
troubles that concern us all. Let us ask one question 
and try to answer it from the Scriptures: If heaven is 
real, how can real people get there? What are we to 
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do to have a place there at last? Well, I believe one 
scripture makes this clear—John 14:6. Here are re-
corded the words of Jesus Himself on this subject: 
"I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by Me." 

Christ is the Way. We must accept Him and His 
teachings. We must believe His Word and obey His 
commandments if we would come to the Father. And 
God is in heaven. 

Have you accepted Christ as your personal Saviour? 
Have you accepted Him as the Lord of your life? Have 
you accepted Him as the Truth? If not, why not do it 
now? Believe His Word; accept the Holy Scriptures. 
You know, that is one thing that is settled in heaven 
—the Word of God. People doubt it down here at 
times. They try to twist it. But it lives on in spite of 
everything, just as Jesus said it would. But in heaven, 
the Word of God is settled. How do I know that? I 
read in Psalm 119:89: "Forever, 0 Lord, Thy word 
is settled in heaven." Will you not open your heart 
that it may be settled there, too—right now? 

We read in the book of Revelation, the last book of 
the Bible, and the very last chapter, that some people 
will have a right to the tree of life and enter in through 
the gates to the city—the city of God, the New Jeru-
salem, our heavenly home. Who are those people? 
Let us turn to the text and read it just as it is: "Blessed 
are they that do His commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city." Revelation 22:14. 

Some versions put it this way: "Blessed are they 
that wash their robes." In either case it means the 
same thing. Robes defiled with sin, which is the trans-
gression of God's law, must be made white in the 
blood of Christ. Christ lives within our hearts, if we 
live a life of obedience to all His commandments and 
to all the commandments of God—which are one and 
the same. So, friend, in order to have a place in heaven 
we must accept Christ as our Saviour from sin. We 
must obey His Word; and then we shall have a right 
to the tree of life, which is within the Paradise of God. 
That right is in Jesus. He has paid the price for our 
redemption, and we accept heaven with all its bless-
ings in Christ. 

No Time for the Children 
(Continued from page 22) 

bent on destruction. They warmed up by breaking 
windows in a store building, then graduated to up-
setting sheds, although it was not Halloween. And 
from an older acquaintance Roger had received his 
very first drink of liquor. Still bored and unhappy, he 
now slipped into bed and soon was fast asleep. He did 
not hear his parents or Ruth come in. 

As for Ruth, she, too, had had quite an eventful eve-
ning—for a sixteen-year-old. With a girl friend she had 
gone to the city. First, they stopped at a soft drink 
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place and refreshed themselves. A couple of boys 
made themselves very affable and agreeable; and, after 
some persuasion, the four of them went for an auto-
mobile ride. There was considerable hugging and 
kissing, and arrangements were made for another 
double date on Saturday night. Everything was to be 
on the quiet, however. Both girls knew their parents 
would never approve of their association with strange 
boys. 

Days lengthened into weeks, and weeks into 
months. But things ran along about the same in the 
Edstrom household. Mom and Dad devoted virtually 
all of their time and thought to social events. Ruth 
and Roger roamed the streets, going wherever fancy 
dictated, whenever they wished. The parents were 
seemingly oblivious to their activities. 

Then one night, when the Edstroms were enter-
taining at home, Mr. Edstrom was called to the tele-
phone. Supposing it was something unimportant, he 
took the receiver. 

After a moment's pause his face stiffened, and he 
cried, "What! Not really! Why this is preposterous! 
I can't believe it! Yes, I'll be right down—immediately!" 

"What is it, dear?" Mrs. Edstrom inquired. "You 
sounded pretty excited." 

He patted her on the shoulder. "Sorry, folks," he 
said, trying to hide his worry and concern. "Have to 
go downtown for awhile. Won't be gone long. Excuse 
me, please." 

Mr. Edstrom drove straight to the police station. 
There, in a small cell, he found a curly-haired lad 
sitting disconsolately on a bench. 

"Roger!" he cried. "What's the meaning of this? 
How come you're here?" 

"They brought me," the boy replied. "I had nothing 
to say about it." 

"Tell me," the father went on, "were you and those 
other boys actually trying to break into a grocery 
store and rob the cash register?" 

Roger nodded. "That's right." 
"But I don't understand," persisted his father. 

"Haven't I always given you all the money you 
wanted? Have you ever wished for anything?" 

"Not anything that money could buy," he said, 
looking his dad squarely in the eye. 

"What do you mean?" 
Roger hesitated. "Dad, I've been lonesome. I've 

felt that I never really knew you—or Mom. You would 
never go anywhere with me or do anything with me. 
Ruth and I have long been left to ourselves at night. 
We've tried to have some fun. I guess this last business 
wasn't exactly fun, but it was something to do. The 
other boys in the gang were lonesome, too." 

For a long moment Mr. Edstrom merely stared at 
his son. Then he spoke, "I guess you're right, Rog. 
I have neglected you shamefully. We've been so 
dazzled by social life, Mother and I, that we've been 
blind to the needs of our own family. But things are 

OUR TIMES, FEBRUARY, 1950  

going to be different from now on—radically different. 
I'm going to be a real father to you, Rog. So far I've 
been a dismal failure. I'm sure I can get you out of 
this because of your youth and because you've never 
been in trouble before. And I'm sure, too, that it will 
never happen again, will it?" 

He tipped up the boy's chin and smiled into his 
eyes. Somehow he thought Roger's face appeared a 
trifle hard. It lacked the soft lines that should be in the 
face of a boy of fifteen. 

The next morning Mr. Edstrom told the court 
everything, confessing his shortcomings as a father 
and promising all would be better from then on. The 
kind-hearted judge, himself the father of three boys, 
let Roger go in view of Mr. Edstrom's solemn promise 
of a brighter future. Father and son left the court-
room in high spirits. 

At the same hour at home Ruth was wrestling with 
her emotions. 

Yes, she decided, the time had come to make a clean 
breast of everything to her mother. There was no 
point in putting it off. It couldn't be put off for long 
anyway. Soon her mother would begin to notice. 
Maybe she would be tolerant and understanding. She 
hoped so. Ruth realized that it was going to be a 
difficult ordeal. 

"Mother," she began softly and timidly, "there is 
something I simply must tell you. I can't delay it any 
longer. I'm going to be a ---." 

"No!" cried Mrs. Edstrom. "It can't be! It just can't 
be, that's all! Not you—not my own little girl—my own 
lovable sweet darling! After I've loved and protected 
you all these years!" 

She took Ruth in her arms, and both of them sobbed 
bitterly. Roger's brush with the law had shocked his 
mother into a sense of stark reality. But she was not 
prepared for this latest revelation. It stunned her 
beyond words. Ruth wondered what she meant by 
saying she had protected her all those years. Protected 
her against what? 

There were sounds at the front door. Mr. Edstrom 
and Roger burst inside. 

"It's all fixed up, people!" Mr. Edstrom said jubi-
lantly. "Rog is going to be a good boy from now on. 
The--say, what's the matter with you two anyway? 
You look as if you'd been having a good cry." 

Mrs. Edstrom made a short explanation of develop-
ments. Her husband turned pale and sank weakly 
into a chair. Finally he regained his composure. He 
arose, bent over and kissed Ruth on the forehead, and 
patted her cheek. The girl gloomily left the room. 

When the parents were alone, Mr. Edstrom said, 
"I'm afraid there isn't much to say, Ethel. We've been 
a failure—an utter failure. We deserve to have our 
children taken away from us. We're not the right 
kind of parents." 

"They should have been taken away years ago, 
(Continued on page 34) 

33 



1466 BIBLE 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

for 

Enroll Today in the World's Largest Bible 
School for Youth 

Twenty-four Easy Lessons 

* Diploma for Graduates 

Lessons Illustrated with Pictures 

in Different Colors 

Address your request to The Voice of 

Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles 53, Cali- 

fornia, or to Our Times, Box 59, Nash- 
ville 2, Tennessee. 

GOD'S TWO BOOKS 

Be Mary Hunter Moore 

THE GREATEST RIVER 

What is the greatest river in the world? No, it is 
not the Amazon or the Father of Waters. There is a 
stream mightier far than they. Its tributaries are more 
widespread, its sources more sure, its flow more steady 
and benign than of any river named on the map. Our 
daily life depends on it more directly than the Egyp-
tians' on their sacred stream. 

No human being has ever traced all the streamlets 
,of this river system or computed the volume of its flow; 
yet every one of us daily drinks at its brim, though 
we see it not. And no wise man yet has explained 
the miracle of a river that flows in opposition to gravi-
tation. 

The river of sap is the greatest river on earth. It 
staggers human comprehension even to think of the 
multiplied millions of tons of water laden with plant 
food that daily rise from the hidden springs of earth, 
-against gravitation, to the tip alike of the inch-high 
desert flower and the two-hundred-foot sequoia. Every 
plant has its juice, every fruit its wine—all rills of the 
great river. Noiselessly, without eddy or freshet, flood 
.or cataract, this river of life rises from the fountains of 
the great deep. Outdoing the river of Eden which was 
parted into four heads, this beneficent tide parts into as 
many heads as there are leaves on earth—and who 
has counted the grass blades? And it is no niggardly 
Till that flows into the stout-walled reservoir plants of 
arid regions. So overflowing is the sap that in some 
trees, like the Carolina poplar which sheds its leaves 
long before frost, when the leaves fall, great drops of 
sap follow them; and we think it raining under the 
tree under a clear sky. 

But the greatest marvel of this greatest river is not 
its volume but its timing. Moving without ceasing 
around the torrid middle of the globe, in the temper-
ate zones it ebbs and flows. Before autumn comes, it is 
Teceding into its unknown springs. But come February 
in Tennessee, and some warm morning we become 
aware that the black and gray mass of tree silhouettes 
on the hillside has turned an elusive yellow and 
orange and maroon. "The sap is rising," we cry in 
'ecstasy. The divine Timekeeper, whose word is pledged 
that "cold and heat . . . shall not cease," has given 
His inaudible fiat, and His stream is flowing up. 

"Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: Thou 
greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is  

full of water: . . . and the little hills rejoice on every 
side." Psalm 65:9, 12. 

While we wait for the new earth, watered visibly 
by the pure river of water of life from the throne of 
God, let us praise the.  Creator for His river of life now 
and join the little hills in joy as their twigs dress them-
selves in shimmering sap-fed colors before they burgeon 
into the foliage of summer. 

No Time for the Children 
(Continued from page 33) 

John," she sobbed. "It should have been done when 
they were little. It's terrible. What a frightful mess 
we've made of everything!" 

"You're right," he admitted. "We've fallen down on 
the most important part of parenthood. We have 
money, friends, a fine home. We seem to have every-
thing. Yet we have nothing. We've got to drink the 
dregs of a bitter brew of our own making, Ethel." 

"Oh, what fools we were!" Mrs. Edstrom moaned. 
"Too late we've learned that children's welfare comes 
first in a home. We forgot ours were subject to the 
same dangers facing all young people." 

He took her in his arms and tenderly kissed her. 
"I must go," Mrs. Edstrom said. "Ruth needs me." 
"And Roger," he declared. "He needs me, too. I'm 

starting right now to be a father to him. Those kids 
have never had a father." 

"Or a mother," added his wife. "It was kind of you 
to let me say it." 
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PLEASE EXPLAIN 

  

   

Address your questions to Editor, OUR TIMES. Box 59, Nashville 2, Tennessee. 

Was it not true that the Sabbath was a part of the 
Mosaic law, whereas we are now under Christian 
grace?—K.W. 

Law and grace are inseparable. If there were no 
law, there would be no need for grace. It is the law-
breaker (sinner) who needs grace. The Bible says 
that "where no law is, there is no transgression." 
Romans 4:15. Therefore, the law of God must still 
be in force, for we still have sin (transgression of the 
law), and consequently there is still need of grace. 
So if the law of God still stands, the Sabbath stands 
also, for it is commanded in that law. If we transgress 
by breaking the Sabbath, we are condemned under 
the law. But we can take it to the Lord in prayer, 
and we will find grace. Thank God for grace! When-
ever we sin (transgress God's law), His grace will 
cover that sin. Paul puts it this way: "For ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. What then? Shall 
we sin, because we are not under the law, but under 
grace? God forbid." Romans 6:14, 15. We have no 
right to sin (transgress the law) because we are under 
grace. Consequently, we have no right to break God's 
holy Sabbath. 

Is Israel the "bride of Christ'?—J.P. 
In the parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) 

we find that the virgins were to attend the marriage 
of the Lamb, but it is quite evident that they were 
not the bride. They were supposed to be the guests. 
Revelation 21:2 clearly states that the New Jerusalem 
is the bride of Christ: "And I John saw the holy 
city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." 
Again we read: "And there came unto me one of the 
seven angels which had the seven vials full of the 
seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come 
hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 
And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and 
high mountain, and showed me that great city, the 
holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God." 
Revelation 21:9, 10. 

It seems quite evident that the city is the bride, and 
all who are redeemed (spiritual Israel) will be guests 
when He is crowned king, and receives the New 
Jerusalem as His capital. 

Will there be another world war? Do you think 
that atomic bombs will be used in the event that there 
is another world con flict?—R.F.T. 

Jesus said that one of the great signs of His coming 
would be wars and rumors of wars, with nation rising 
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against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. (Mark 
13:7, 8; Matthew 24:6, 7.) We have already wit-
nessed the fulfillment of this prophecy in two world 
wars involving both nations and kingdoms, and there 
seems to be nothing to prevent a third world war with 
the added horror of atomic bombs, unless our Lord 
returns before it can take place. If He does not come 
soon, it appears that we will be involved in the rapidly 
developing atomic war. 

The only text that might have reference to atomic 
bombs is found in Joel 2:30: "And I will show won-
ders in the heavens and in the earth, blood;  and fire, 
and pillars of smoke." It hardly seems possible that 
the world could recover from an atomic war. Scientists 
tell us that if it comes, it will mean the end of 
civilization as we know it today. 

Does the soul ever die?—C.M. 
In spite of all that has been said to the contrary, the 

Bible plainly says, "The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die." Ezekiel 18:4. In James 5:20 it states that when 
you convert a sinner, you save a soul from death. 
Revelation 16:3; Job 7:15, and Judges 16:16 speak 
of the death of the soul. There are a number of other 
texts which say that the soul dies, but there is not one 
text in the whole Bible that says that the soul is 
immortal. 

My daughter likes to read exciting love and crime 
stories. Is it proper for Christians to read such litera-
ture?—S.F. 

According to the Bible we are to read those things 
that "are true, . . . honest, . . . just, . . . pure, . . . 
lovely." Philippians 4:8. We hardly need to say that 
most of the literature flooding the market today does 
not meet the standards given in this text. We are told 
in Revelation 21:27 that those who concoct lies will 
not enter the kingdom, and in Revelation 22:15 it 
reveals that those who love these lies, who permit 
their minds to dwell upon them, will not enter. 
One writer has presented a very forceful case against 
the sensational literature of our day as follows: "Many 
of the popular publications of the day are filled with 
sensational stories, that are educating the youth in 
wickedness, and leading them in the path to perdition. 
Mere children in years are old in a knowledge of 
crime. They are incited to evil by the tales they read. 
In imagination they act over the deeds portrayed, 
until their ambition is aroused to see what they can 
do in committing crime and evading punishment."—
E. G. White, Ministry of Healing, p. 444. 
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o We Find Inward Peace in Tillie of Strc., , .- 

By T. A. Church 

ANKER LUND 

RE fundamental 
than the search for patical peace among na-
tions is the eternal quest for personal peace 
within individuals. 

When our attention can be taken away from 
the complexity of confusions all about us and 
become centered upon the one secure Founda-
tion of all soul tranquility, we shall enjoy 
serenity in spite of circumstances. 

Shifting aims, destroyed hopes, fickle assets 
that rise and fall with the tides of time, aging 
minds and bodies; in short, everyone and 
everything upon which man depends when he 
refuses Christ tend to keep him in the strait 

of anxiety. i\lan has no peace aside ['ruin Christ. 
The birth of the greatest Pioneer of Peace 

was announced by angels. In I lim there is 
harmony for all who will seek for it. Ile 
brought a message of "peace on earth" with 
"good will toward men." 

The God-centered life is the life of a single 
aim that gives meaning and destiny—a destiny 
of certain fulfillment that makes the crest and 
fall of the voyage of little consequence when 
one has within himself the possession of the 
promise of heaven. Gold, silver, land, homes. 
inflation, deflation, or what matter—the goal 
is not dependent on these but on the free gift 
and the inward good accomplished by the work 
of grace that makes every child of God a prince 
though he he a pauper in the eves of men. 

Prestige, brilliance, strength of body—let 
them all fail if they will, and as they surely 

with the running out of the sands of time. 
The battle is not dependent upon these serv-
ants of men but upon the simple belief of even 
the unknown, the ignorant, and the weak. 

I low often like the disciples of yore when it 
appears that every aspect is one of adversity 
we look to the oars, to the sails, to the craft, to 
the angry waves about us, and, alas, to the 
feeble strength in our own frames—every-
where but to the Christ! When will it be 
learned that no issue of life is determined by 
men or materials but all by the Master in 
whom we can center our confidence! When 
will we learn the lesson of the burning mes-
sage, "0 ve of little faith," and take hold of 
the I Ielp that is ours in the sweet command, 
"Peace, be still!" These will quiet the angry 
waves, but more important still our fears. 
that give to the waves their only danger. 
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