
Vor.. 33. BATTLE CREEK, MICH., AUGUST 3, 1887. No. 31. 

For the  I  SaTIIIVTOlt. 

-THE TENDER SHEPHERD. 
1%1 the far-away Eastern countries, 

Where the mountains, grim and grand, 
Tower sky-ward like stern old men tine's— 

Guards to a better land— 
The craggy slopes are dottEtt 

With many a feeding flock, 
And hero and there are the sheep-folds, 

Built on the solid rock. 

If we stood on the heights a t cveniag, 
To gaze on the slopes below, 

Where the sheep look like fair white lilies,— 
Like lilies, white as snow, 

Set in a bank of emerald,— 
Then, upborne on the evening air, 

There would come a low, soft tinkling, 
Like the vesper call to prayer. 

We'd know that the shepherds were gath'ring 
Their flocks for the close of day, 
And with them watch the narrow, stony path, 

As they toiled on their upward way. 
Oh! could we then help but wonder 

At its kin to the paths we tread? 
And whether our Shepherd will call us home 

When the days of time are fled? 

As we gazed on these lowly shepherds, 
'T  would gladden our hearts to see 

That the weary  and faint and weak ones 
Were borne with so tenderly; 

That the young lambs wore laid in their bosoms ; 
And we'd think, as our eyes grew dim,— 

If the lambs aro so dear to these shepherds, 
How much dearer aro children to Him! 

S. ISADORE MINER. 

For the INSTRUCTOR. 

STUDY THE SCRIPTURES. 

"Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not min 
against thee." Ps.'119:11. 

WE know the dangers and temptations that beset 
the youth at the present time are not few, nor small; 
and we understand that every means that can be em-
ployed to repress sin and to encourage righteousness 
should be entered into most earnestly by the youth 
themselves. We live in an age when to resist evil calls 
for constant watchfulness and prayer. God's precious 
word is the standard for youth who would be loyal to 
the King of heaven. Let them study the Scriptures. 
Let them commit text after text to memory, and ac-
quire a knowledge of what the Lord has said; and 
then let his word be strictly obeyed. When tested, 
and in trial, let the youth spread out the word of God 
before them, and with humble hearts, and in faith, 
seek the Lord for wisdom to find out his way, and for 

strength to walk in it. • The Lord loves his children, 
and with a devotion stronger than that of a mother 
for her child; for in response to the question, "Can a 
woman forget her child?" the Lord, by his prophet, 
says, She "may forget, yet will I not forget." 

Yesterday, in company with Mrs. M. K. White and 
her two children, I rode from Basel, Switzerland, into 
a portion of Germany. During the ride, we witnessed 
a painful scene, which I could not get out of my mind, 
even in the night season. It was a woman running 
after her five-year-old child, which, when she reached 
it, she struck several severe blows upon the head. 
Afterward she grasped her little one by the hair of its 
head, twitched it back and forth repeatedly,'a•t the 
same time continuing to strike it; and finally, seizing 
the little girl again by her hair, she shook her vio-
lently; and lifting her from her feet, threw her with 
great force into the house. All this time the child 
was screaming at the top of its voice. The thought 
that here was a woman, a mother, in a hurricane of 
passion, having the control of children, was painful in 
the extreme. What will be the effect upon children 
brought up in such an atmosphere? It was the first 
exhibition of the kind we had witnessed since coming 
to Europe. 

But though the woman may forget, the Lord as-
sures us he will not. Isaiah 49:15, 16 reads: "Can a 
woman forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on" him? "Yea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee 
upon the palms of my hands." 

Christ bears the cruel prints of the nails into heaven, 
and can he forget the purchase of his blood? Will he 
leave the children and youth a prey to the tempta- 

tions of theenemy? No, he has made ample provision 
for every youth, that when they call upon him in per-
plexity and trial, he will listen to their prayer, and 
will, with every temptation, make a way for their es-
cape. 

The Lord never corrects except in love and compas-
sion. Jesus was himself a child, and knows the temp-
tations and trials of childhood. He was himself a 
youth, and. he understands the perplexities and disap-
pointments of youth. He pities and sympathizes with 
the erring. He received the cruel wounds on the cross 
of Calvary, that left the marks in his hands, that he 
might bless and save the children and youth. He 
knows your conflicts; he knows, too, the desires of the 
enemy. He knows your heart sorrows for sins and 
your purposes to be right and do right, and he stands 
ready always to give you needed help when you shall 
call upon him. 

You may have pure, noble characters, a rich experi-
ence in the service of Jesus Christ. But you must, like. 
Joseph, set your hearts resolutely to resist the first 
insinuation from the tempter to do evil. Your only 
safety is in making the word of God your study. If 
you will hide his word in the heart, you will not mis-
take the path of duty and of safety. That blessed 
book will teach you to be honest, temperatO• in all 
things, frugal, industrious, truthful, and upright. Its 
counsels heeded will make you a faithful companion 
of youth, giving you an influence that will ever lead 
upward, to purity of character; an influence that will 
lead away from sin, into paths of righteousness. 

Will such a life be without enjoyment? Ah, no! It 
will be full of comfort, full of satisfaction, because you 
are bringing heaven into your life, peace into your 
soul, and leaving a testimony that "the law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul." "The entrance 
of thy word giveth light; it giveth understanding to 
the simple." 

I would that all the young could understand how 
precious is the offering of a youthful heart to God. 
How lovingly the angels guard the steps of God-fear-
ing, God-loving youth. Jesus knows them by name, 
and their example is helping other youth to do right. 
The youth who has hidden within the heart end mind 
a store of God's words of caution and encouragement, 
of his precious pearls of promise, from which he can 
draw at any time, will be a living channel of light. 
He has connection with the Source of all light. The 
Sun of Righteousness sends its light and healing beams 
into his soul, irradiating rays of light to all around 
him. 

I counsel the youth not to devote to the reading of 
story books or fictitious tales the precious moments 
now given them in which to make preparation for 
eternity. Such reading will surely unfit the mind for 
the enjoyment of solid reading, which strengthens the 
intellect and improves the morals. Story-book read-
ing creates an appetite for exciting stories, leads the 
mind away from the Scriptures, and disqualifies for 
duty; it makes the precious words of God, which 
should be of the highest value, dry and uninteresting. 
The mind must be fed with pure food if the heart be 
pure. The moral taste is perverted by fictitious read-
ing. 

Let our young men institute a warfare againstevery 
habit that has the least danger of leading the soul 
from duty and devotion. Let them have stated sea-
sons for prayer, never neglecting them if it can possi-
bly bo avoided. If they go out to battle with their 
vicious h abits indulged as before they professed fellow-
ship with Christ, they will soon fall an easy prey to 
Satan's devices. But armed with the word ot• God, 
having it treasured ill heart and, mind, they will come 
forth unharmed by all the assaults of the foes of God 
or man. 

I appeal to our youth never to be found without the 
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spiritual armor, wherewith they will be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the adversary. In the name of 
God, lift your banner for truth and righteousness,—
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
You need the perfect armor of truth now, the sword of 
the Spirit, whose edge will never be blunted, but will 
cut its way through sin and unrighteousness. I re-
pent, The Bible is the standard for the young who 
would be loyal to the King of heaven. "Thy word 
have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee." 	 MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

NED'S TRUST. 
"Boy wanted." 
That was the neatly written sign that had hung so 

long in the window of Mr. Drake's grocery store that 
people wondered why it was that it seemed to be so 
difficult for him to secure a boy, when the place was 
such a good one, with chances for promotion. But 
Mr. Drake could have told them that there were plenty 
of boys anxious and ready for the position, but 
that it was hard for him.to  find one with all the neces-
sary qualifications. 

In the first place, Mr. Drake required unexception-
al references, and in addition to that, good security 
for the boy's honesty; and though most of the appli-
cants for the position could bring references, none of 
them were able to furnish the necessary security. 

Ned ilowen's face lighted up with hope one morning 
when he saw the notice on his way down town. Here 
was just the very chance he had been looking for, and 
he determined to apply for the vacancy at once. 

" Mr. Drake, I want a place very much," he said, as 
the merchant looked up from the newspaper he was 
reading when the boy entered the store. 

"And I want a boy very much," Mr. Drake an-
swered. "S3 per haps we can make a bargain. Can 
you give me any references and security ?" 

"I can bring you references. sir," Ned answered, his 
hope beginning to diminish at the mention of security. 

" That is good, but I have resolved never to take a 
boy unless some one has confidence enough in his 
honesty to be willing to go his security." 

"I am afraid I couldn't furnish any security, sir," 
Ned answered sadly, as he realized that he had no 
friend from whom he would like to ask such a favor. 

" Then I am afraid we can't make any bargain," and 
Mr. Drake took up his paper again, as if the matter 
was conclusively settled. 

Ned walked slowly out of the store, thinking regret-
fully of the position he would have been so glad to 
obtain, and wondering whether in any way it would 
be possible to get the needed security. 

He had almost forgotten about the matter two 
weeks later, when he went into a confectioner's store 
with a school-mate who wanted to buy some candy. 

It was a warm day, and the boys were heated with 
their walk. Presently Ned's companion exclaimed,— 

"Wouldn't this be a good time to get some ice-
cream? Let's get some. I haven't enough money 
myself, but can't you lend me some?" Ned shook 
his head. 

"I only have the club money in my pocket, and of 
course I couldn't use that." 

" Why not?" Harry asked. "It wouldn't be any 
harm just to use it for a little while, and you could 
put it back again afterwards. You're the treasurer, 
so it wouldn't matter if you did use it, as long as you 
put it back again. Come on, like a good fellow, and 
stand treat. Some ice-cream would cool us off nicely," 
and he made a move toward the door of the ice-cream 
saloon that was at the end of the store, shut off by 
lace curtains. 

But Ned shook his head resolutely. 
"No, I can't use it," he answered firmly. "I don't 

want to be disobliging, Harry, but it would n't be 
right for me to touch acent of this money. I'm sorry, 
for I would like some ice-cream as well as you, but in-
deed I can't." 

"I think you're altogether too particular about a 
few cents," grumbled Harry. "Any one would think 
I was asking you to steal it to hear you talk. You 
can replace it as soon as you go home if you like, so 
what can possibly be the harm, I would like to know?" 

Well, you see it's a trust fund," Ned answered. 
"It's money that has been put in my care, and I must 
be worthy of the trust. Mother says that's just the 
way people begin that end up in stealing large sums. 
They take just a little at first, and think they will 
only borrow it and then put it back; and so they 
keep on taking a little more every time, until at last 
they take so much that they can't replace it, and then 
they are disgraced. Now, if I don't ever take the first 
step, I shall not go on to anything worse; and so 
though I could replace this money long before it will 

be wanted by the club, yet I would not touch a penny 
of it for anything. 	keep my trust." 

"I suppose I've got to go without the cream then, 
since you're so mighty particular," Harry answered 
rather ill-humoredly. "But you'll find out that you 
won't gain anything by being so much more holiest 
than other people." 

A gentleman who had been sitting in the ice-cream.  
saloon, hidden from the boys by the lace curtains, 
looked after them as they passed out of the store, 
while a satisfied look rested on his face. 

The next day, when Ned was passing Mr. Drake's 
store, he was surprised at being called in, while Mr. 
Drake inquired,— 

" Well, my boy, do you still want to work for me?" 
"Yes, sir, indeed I do," Ned answered eagerly. "But 

I can't furnish any security." 
" Well, I have determined not to wait any longer for 

the right boy to make his appearance, and I have 
made up my mind to give you a trial, and see how 
you suit me. I have reason to feel satisfied as to your 
honesty since I overheard your conversation with a 
friend in the confectioner's yesterday. A boy who will 
not violate his trust in the smallest particular, may 
be trusted without any other security than his own 
word." 

"Don't you think it pays to be honest, now ?" Ned 
asked Harry when he saw him a few hours later, and 
told him that Mr. Drake had engaged him. 

"Well, may be it did this time," Harry grudgingly 
admitted, "but it won't always." 

He had to confess his mistake, as he found that Ned 
was soon promoted to a position- of responsibility. 
because his employer learned that he always kept his 
trust, and could be relied upon. 

I think all boys may learn a lesson from Ned. Re-
member that a trust fund should always be held sa-
cred, and never appropriated to any other uses. If 
this lesson was only deeply implanted in the hearts of 
all our boys, we would not hear so much about the 
dishonesty of those who hold positions of trust.—
Youth's Evangelist. 

For the INSTRUCTOR. 
MOUNG-1E0110.—NO. 10. 
REVENGE AND RELIGION. 

A CHINESE will commit suicide upon the slightest prov-
ocation. The favorite methods adopted are by hang-
ing, or by jumping into a well. In China, when a man 
has a grudge against another, he does not attempt to 
kill his enemy, but, after making it apparent to the 
public that the accused is his enemy, he kills himself. 
The reason is this, that the law throws the responsi-
bility for the suicide upon the one supposed to have oc-
casioned it. The result is certain torture and ruin, if 
not loss of life. If the enemy has property, the family 
of the suicide often obtains a portion or all of it. For 
this reason people often commit suicide in the houses 
of the rich, that their families may be benefited. 

Suicide is looked upon by the Chinese as honorable, 
and when one commits suicide to avenge himself on an 
enemy he cannot otherwise punish, he becomes a hero 
to his descendants. The owner of any land upon which 
a dead body is found is responsible in the law for the 
death of the individual. If he can compromise with 
the relatives so that they undertake the funeral, he 
becomes free, otherwise he must stand a lawsuit, which 
means ruin, and perhaps loss of life. For this reason 
the sick, poor, or unfortunate are driven from every 
dwelling, and even out of the ditch in front of the 
house, being compelled to lie down and die in the high-
way, that being the property of the government. 

There are but two pursuits which have any fascina-
tion for the Chinese,—the obtaining of money or 
wealth, and material enjoyments. An overruling 
Deity and a future life are two. facts that they are too 
indulgent to believe in. To them religion is simply  a 
fancy to be followed by those who like to indulge in it, 
never to be looked upon as a serious matter.. They 
refuse to listen ta.doctrines, and will not argue, caring 
nothing whether they be true or false. Away back 
about the year 1998 B. c., we have a record of the sup-
posed first king of China, Shin-nong, whom many pre-
sume to have been the Shem of the Bible.' From his 
time nearly to that of Confucius, who was born.in the 
province of Lan-sin, six centuries before the Christian 
era, the Chinese seem to have had a pure religion, free 
from idolatry, kept so simply because they were too 
indifferent to adopt any innovations. During the 
time of Confucius, two distinct religious sects arose, 
and several different sects of philosophy, all teaching 
contradictory doctrines. Since then a third form of 
religion, Buddhism, has been introduced. All of these 
systems have their priests and regular services, and 
the Chinese perform outward acts of worship, con-
nected with them, yet none have any belief in the effi-
cacy of IN hat they do, or care to investigate, simply 

doing all in obedience to the universal law that makes 
it compulsory to act as their ancestors did before 
them. • 	 w. B. C. 

AUGUST. 
alLUGUST, month when Summer lies 
'71  Sleeping under sapphire skies: 

Open MI the windows wide, 
Drink the orchard's fragrant tide,— 
Breath of grass at morning mown 
Through the leafy vistas blown,— 
Hear the clinking of the scythe 
Sound mellifluent and blithe. 
August, month when everywhere 
Music floats upon the air 
From the harps of minstrel gales 
Play ng down the hills and dales: 
August, month when sleepy cows 
Seek the shade of spreading boughs 
Where the robin quirks his head, 
Contemplating cherries red: 
August, month of twilight's, when 
Day half goes, and comes again: 
August days are guards who keep 
Watch while Summer lies asleep. 

—Prank Dempster Sherman, in St. Nicholas. 
. 	. 

THE COST OF A BLUE RIBBON. 

"DOTH Job serve God for naught?" was the devil's 
question; and the devil's children are continually ask-
ing similar questions concerning the people of God. 
Judging other folks by themselves, they have no idea 
of doing things simply because it is right to do them; 
and they believe that men who do right usually do it 
with some selfish end or aim in view. Now and then 
one of these questioners gets his answer. 

"How much do you get for wearing that?" said a 
young gentleman in an omnibus to one on whose coat 
was displayed the total abstainer's badge of blue rib-
bon. 

"Really, I can't say exactly," replied the wearer of 
the ribbon, "but I think it costs me about twenty-
thousand pounds a year," was the prompt and un-
expected reply of Mr. Carrington. 

And his statement was literally true. He was the 
son of a great brewer, whose name stands on the pub-
lic houses all over the kingdom. When he died, he de-
signed his brewery for his oldest son, Frederick, if he 
were willing to carry on the business; if not, the brew-
ery was to go to his youngest son, and Frederick was 
to receive a smaller property instead of it. The .elder 
son had not long before consecrated himself to the 
service of God, and had begun to work among the 
poor, and sinful, and degraded in the east of London. 
In trying to turn them from their evil ways, and res-
cue them from their terrible condition, he speedily be-
came acquainted with the fact that the great obstacle 
in the way of gospel work was drink, and that the 
Carrington brewery was doing ten times more harm 
than his mission was likely to do good. Accordingly 
he quit the brewery business, sacrificing an income of 
nearly one hundred thousand dollars a year, and went 
to work to undo so far as he could the mischief that 
was being done by drink.-7'he Christian. 

"AVENGE NOT YOURSELVES." 

AN Eastern story tells of the haughty favorite of an 
oriental monarch who, as he was passing, threw a 
stone at a poor dervish or priest. The dervish did 
not dare to throw it back at the man who had as-
saulted him, for he knew the favorite was very power-
ful. So he picked up the stone and put it carefully in 
his pocket, saying to himself: " The time for revenge 
will come by and by, and then I will repay him for it." 
Not long afterward this same dervish, in walking 
through the city, saw a great crowd coming toward 
him. He hastened to see what was the matter, and 
found, to his astonishment, that his enemy, the favor-
ite, who had fallen into disgrace with the king, was 
being paraded through the principal Streets on .a 
camel, exposed to the jests and insults of the popu-
lace. The dervish, seeing all this, hastily grasped at 
the stone which he carried in his pocket, saying to 
himself: "The time for my revenge has now come, 
and I will repay him for his insulting conduct." But, 
after considering a moment, he threw the stone away, 
saying: "The time for revenge never comes; for if our 
enemy is powerful, revenge is dangerous as well as 
foolish; and if he is weak and wretched, then revenge 
is worse than foolish, it is mean and cruel. And in all 
cases it is forbidden and wicked."—Se/seted. 

IN the midst of our thanksgiving let us remember 
the poor and needy with cheerful gifts and alms, so 
that our services may, by deeds of charity, be made 
aeceptable in the sight  o  God. 	 _ . 



,ABBATISCHOOL WORKER. 
Conducted by the Officers of the International Sabbath-School Association. 

fi 	This department will appear once a month, spe- 
cially in the interests of the S. S. work. 	Contributions 
to it should be sent to the editors of the Youth's In-
structor. 

BE COMPANIONABLE. 
IT is well to meet with your pupils on other days than 

the Sabbath. The sanctity of the holy Sabbath, the sacred-
ness of the house of God, and the solemn import of the 
lessons, forbid that freedom and familiarity which would 
be proper on other days. Nothing like visiting should be 
practiced or allowed by the teacher, except with the 
youngest pupils. But the acquaintance that comes through 
visiting is something that cannot well be dispensed with, 
if the teacher wants to have the highest success. The way 
to the hearts of the pupils is through their sympathies,—
that is, the teacher must sympathize with his pupils. MA 
in order to sympathize with them, the teacher must so 
gain their confidence that they will cheerfully confide in 
him, and tell him their thoughts and feelings, their plans 
and purposes. It will be readily seen, however, that the 
Sabbath-school is no place for such things, hence the ne-
cessity of meeting your pupils on a week-day. 

In making this week-day visit, teachers are likely to be 
drawn into one of two extremes; namely, that of being 
too formal or too familiar. The former causes constraint, 
and this defeats.the purpose of the visit; the latter causes 
the pupils to lose respect for the teacher, and thus weak-
ens his influence. 

The meeting which some teachers hold with their pupils 
for the especial purpo4e of Looking after their spiritual 
welfare is an excellent thing, when the members of the 
class are willing to come: but what we now refer to is of 
a different nature, and for a different purpose. The 
object of the interview we are now recommending is 
mainly that of securing a more thorough acquaintance. 
This aCqual Mance should be mutual. The teacher should 
aim to become so companionable that his pupils will feel 
at home with him, and not only show out their true char-
acter, but be free to ask questions and talk their own 
thoughts and feelings. If you wish to form such an ac-
tmaiatance with your pupils, you must be open-hearted 
yourself. You must give, if you expect to get. 

One thing you must be sure to bear in mind, and that is, 
to come to the child, and not expect him to come to you. 
Talk to him about the things that most probably occupy 
his thoughts. Find out what he likes, and talk to him 
about that, saying just enough to keep up his interest, and 
allowing him to talk almost as freely as he will. When 
you do talk, talk like a man or a woman, and do not try 
to imitate a child. Talk on easy subjects; and use plain 
words; but do not try to talk baby talk. The children 
will despise you for it if you do. Neither should you let 
them entirely lead the conversation; but rather let them 
seem to lead, while you covertly guide it in as profitable a 
direction as possible. 
• The means by which these visits are to be accomplished 
will vary with circumstances. Sometimes the class may 
be invited to enjoy a tramp through the woods, or go berry-
picking, or something of the kind; but-no mock entertain-
ment should be given them, no refreshments served, and 
no presents made. Such attempts to buy the good will of 
your pupils often does much harm, and has no tendency 
to strengthen character or bring them near to God. Open 
the hearts of your pupils if you can, but do not try to fill 
them with yourself. Let in the light of truth and the love 
of God. Point them to the Master; he will reward both 
them and you. 

But whatever other plans you may carry out, do not 
neglect to visit them at their homes. You will gain some 
advantages here tl.at you cannot gain in any other way. 
Every child has his pets and his treasures, and so do those 
who are older. In appreciating and admiring these you 
will come very near to your pupil; all restraint will be 
broken down; and you will in one hour learn more of his 
desires and tendencies than you would otherwise find out 
in months. 

It is worth a great deal to any teacher to be able to make 
himself truly companionable to those under his care. To 
some degree it is no doubt a gift, but in the main it is an 
acquirement, which any one with a genial disposition may 
gain. The advantages to be gained from it will repay the 
most earnest and persevering efforts. You may think you 
have no time for it; but if you neglect such work, you will 
have to do much harder work in some other direction, and 
still fail to accomplish what you might otherwise have 
done. 	 G. H. B. 

TO4. S. TEACHERS. 
"FOR Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the 

Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judg-
ments." Ezra  7:10. Ezra was a very successful teacher 
In Israel. He labored hard to teach the people the law of 
God, their duty to him and to one another. His instruc-
tions were greatly blessed of God, and resulted in much 
lasting good. Now would it not be well for our Sabbath-
school teachers to study the character of this great teacher, 
and learn from him how to become good and successful 
teachers of God's holy word ? • 

In the first place we find that Ezra " prepared his heart." 
That was, in his judgment, the first and necessary step for 
him to take, in order to become an acceptable teacher of 
the word of God. Now if preparation of the heart was 
then the first and essential step to become an acceptable 
teacher before God, it is equally necessary now. No per-
son whose heart is not right in the sight of God is qualified 
to teach the word of God and the way of life to others. 
The heart must be right with God before the teacher can 
expect God to bless his efforts in trying to teach others 
their duty to God. The teacher ought to be converted and 
have some experience in the true religion of the Bible. 
He ought to have a burden for souls, and feel that there is 
a work for him to do in trying to help and encourage such 
as are Christians already, and in laboring wisely and ear-
nestly for the conversion of the unconverted. This may 
be done in different ways; first, by making a practical ap-
plication of important truths or duties contained in the 
lessons. Second, by praying and laboring individually for 
these members of the class. To do this acceptably before 
God, a teacher needs much wisdom and much of the Spirit 
of God, all of which an instructor may obtain by careful 
study, and praying God for the needed help to perform 
these important and solemn duties. 

The next thing that Ezra did was "to seek the law of 
the Lord." By the law of the Lord in this case we may 
understand all that God had thus far revealed to man; for 
we find Ezra afterward teaching Israel all that had been 
written in the book of tile law. Neh. 8:1-8. His seeking 
the law must mean something more than simply seeking 
or hunting for the book containing the law. In this case 
it must mean that he had carefully Searched and studied 
it; for we find it said of him that he was a "ready scribe 
in the law of Moses." Ezra 7:8. By carefully reading 
the books of Ezra and Nellemigh it will be seen that Ezra 
had a thorough knowledge of Vie law he was teaching, 
and this knowledge he otnamed by seeking for it. So 
should our Sabbath-school teachers now study their les-
sons and seek for knowledge that they may be acceptable 
teachers before God. 

No teacher is qualified to teach who does not carefully 
study his lessons and diligently seek for knowledge to im-
part to his pupils. No district would employ a person to 
teach a school unless he had previously prepared himself 
for teaching, and then he would have to pass through a 
rigid examination to see whether or not he was qualified 
to instruct youth and children before he would be allowed 
to teach. Now can it be that it is less important to teach 
eternal truths, than the common sciences of the day ? Can 
the knowledge that is needed to make us wise unto salva-
tion be less important than the knowledge relating to 
worldly business? Can it be that the training and instruc- 
tion needed to make men, youth, and children fit to asso-
ciate with sinless beings and holy angels in the better 
world, is of less importance than the training and instruc-
tion given in our common schools? • What think you, Sab-
bath-school teachers and workers? What will you say in 
the last day when the great God will examine your work ? 
May God help you to do faithful work now so that he may 
then say to you, " Well done;" but this he will never say 
unless you have done well. 

The next thing that Ezra did after he had prepared his 
heart and had sought or studied the law, was " to do it.;' 
He not only learned God's will, but he did it. He faith-
fully obeyed God; he lived a godly life. His life was in 
harmony with his profession; his conduct was in perfect 
harmony with his teaching, and this gave force and power 
to his instruction. 

So now every teacher in our Sabbath-schools ought to be 
an earnest, faithful Christian. if he tries to do right, and 
asks God for help, it will not be withheld from him. Every 
teacher should live so near to God that the Spirit could be 
with him from day to day; then when he comes before a 
class, he will realize that the Comforter is with him to aid 
in teaching and impressing the lesson of the day. 

What we need in our Sabbath-schools is earnest, faithfu 

Christians that have the salvation of souls at heart, per-
sons who will work hard to advance the Sabbath-school 
intellectually and spiritually. May God help our Sabbath-
school teachers to wake up and do earnest work for time 
and eternity. 

There is another trait of Ezra's character that we should 
not forget, and it is this: he labored and prayed earnestly 
for the conversion and spiritual good of Israel. He 
mourned and wept for the sins of Israel, and plead with God 
to be merciful to them and forgive them. This is something 
that teachers ought to do now, labor for the conversion of 
the unconverted. Pray for them. Plead with God for them. 
Also find suitable opportunities to talk to them alone, and 
try to help them become Christians. If such work is done 
M a tender spirit by a teacher who has a love for souls it 
will certainly accomplish much good. There is something 
more for a Sabbath-school teacher to do, than merely to 
ask the questions of the lesson. There is work to do put-
side of the class recitation, and a faithful, earnest teacher 
will find opportunities to labor for the spiritual good of 
the pupils outside of the Sabbath-school hour. 

May God bless and help our Sabbath-school workers to 
do more thorough work for the Master; and may they 
see fruits of their labors here and hereafter In the king- 
dom of God. , 	 -0. A. JOHNSON.. 

THE REGULAR AND CONTINUED ATTENDANCE OP 
SABBATH-SCHOOL PUPILS. 

ONE of the important things in starting a Sabbath-school 
is to secure the pupils ; and when they are once in the 
school, it is of no leSs importance to secure their regular 
and contnue&attendance. The tardiness or frequent ab-
sence of pupils is discouraging to teachers and officers, 
making their labors more difficult, and preventing the de-
sired standard of success from being reached. Not only 
is this true, but the tardy pupils themselves suffer an irrep-
arable loss. The last statement is based on the supposi-
tion that the Sabbath-school is condticted in such a manner 
as to secure substantial benefits to its members. But 
where there is a great amount of unnecessary irregularity 
in the attendance of pupils, it is suggestive that something 
is wrong in the school itself, and hence emphasizes the 
demand for remedies to be sought and applied. On the 
principle that prevention is better than cure, it is equally 
important to have in constant practice such methods and 
details as will render unnecessary the application of "rem-
edies." 

In the popular Sunday-school work of the day, resort is 
had to many methods and expedients that S. D. Adventists 
regard as questionable. There are concerts, amateur the-
atricals, sociables, excursions, oyster suppers, lawn parties, 
ice-cream festivals, Christmas celebrations, etc., etc., too 
numerous to mention, all arranged with a view of present-
ing inducements to pupils to become members, regular In 
attendance, of the Sunday-schools furnishing such enter-
taining features. Then there is the system of reward of 
merit cards, prizes, etc., which is also questionable. We 
were much gratified to hear a very earliest Sunday-school 
worker, at a recent Sunday-school convention, unquali-
fiedly condemn as pernicious, all such " drawing" features 
as we have mentioned. It is 'gratifying to know that 
among the more conscientious and discriminating classes, 
this sentiment is gaining ground, and S. D. Adventists 
may congratulate themselves that they have not fallen 
into the use of the pernicious methods before mentioned. 

It is true that the first and foremost reason why pupils 
should be desirous of attending Sabbath-school, is that 
they have a love for the study of Bible lessons, and that 
they heartily believe they will be materially benefited by 
learning and reciting those lessons. But this plant of love 
for Bible study and faith in the value of the same, does 
not seem to be indigenous in the human heart. It must 
needs be planted, and receive constant and careful cultiva-
tion and watering thereafter, in order that it may thrive 
and bear a desirable supply of fruit. But how is this plant 
to be cultivated ? 

It will be granted that one very important consideration 
in the matter of retaining the membership and regular at-
tendance of pupils, is to have the school so conducted, and 
the detail work so performed that members will not only 
approve the same, but feel to speak commendatory of it. 
This is, of course, an exceedingly difficult problem to solve ; 
and it must not be expected that it can always be com-
pletely and satisfactorily solved ; there will always be 
some exceptions—some chronic grumblers who cannot be 
suited. But there are some features of such universal ap-
plication that no person of fair reasoning capacity and an 
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ordinarily comfortable disposition will criticise or con-
demn. We will endeavor to mention a few of them. 

The opportunity afforded before the opening of the 
school session is an invaluable one. Officers, teachers, and 
pupils may then greet each other, shake hands, make in-
quiries after each other's health and prosperity (we mean 
Sabbath-school prosperity), speak a word or two regarding 
the work of the day, inquire after members of the school 
who have not yet arrived, and thus in many ways make 
those few moments so precious and really valuable that 
none can afford to miss them. Instead of coming in one 
by one, silently, and with long-drawn faces, and dropping 
quietly into seats, there to remain and make the silence 
more oppressive, all should exert themselves to cultivate a 
spirit of cheerfulness and cordiality ; a love for the place, 
the occasion, and each other. It is evident that officers 
and teachers must take the initiative in this work, and give 
suitable examples for the pupils to follow. If one sets his 
wits to work, he will find a great variety of features that 
may appropriately be employed in the manner indicated. 
Where teachers, officers, or pupils do not come in until the 
last minute, or are actually tardy, they thereby lay them-
selves liable to the suspicion that they do not care to spend 
any longer time at the Sabbath-school than they feel 
obliged to. When new members come to join the school, 
the best time to introduce them to others is before the ses-
sion begins, and thus they will be made to feel at home, 
and be prepared to enjoy and receive benefit from the ex-
ercises of the day. 

With the interest of all awakened, their spirits raised, 
and a general sentiment of warmth and cordiality pervad-
ing the entire school, as will most surely result from the 
practice of the suggestions made above, it is easy to see 
that when the school is opened with singing, the chances 
are greatly increased for all to join heartily, and thus a 
most favorable opening of the school will be secured. 
This is of great importance, for it is as true in Sabbath-
school work as in anything else, that a work well begun is 
half done. It may occur that a pupil comes to Sabbath-
school not in the most desirable frame of mind ; he may 
have had some petty vexations during the morning (and 
who does not ?), and is feeling a little out of humor, just 
in the right mood to find fault. A cheerful greeting from 
his teacher and others, and a few words of pleasant con-
versation, will help. wonderfully in dispelling the cloud 
that may be over him, and he be better fitted to receive 
benefit from the school session. While it is incumbent 
upon all the general officers of the school to constantly ex-
hibit this spirit of cordiality, it must devolve upon the 
teacher to be sure that each and every member of his or 
her class is given proper attention in this respect. None 
should be slighted. 

The sociability we have in mind, does not border on 
lightness or frivolity ; it is simply an exemplification of 
true Christian courtesy and cordiality ; it is the practice of 
good manners, and the mark of a gentleman or a lady. 
The continued and proper exercise of this feature, cannot 
result otherwise than to cause all who are concerned to be 
more in love with the Sabbath-school, and more anxious 
that others should attend. 

The responsibility resting upon the individual. teachers 
is apt to be greatly underestimated. It matters not how 
complete and efficient the general management of the 
school may be, the personal contact and detail work is 
within the teacher's sphere ; and it is this that has the 
most telling effect in molding the character of the school. 
The permanent loss of pupils from the class, or their ir-
regular attendance, can but cause the true teacher trial 
and discouragement. His interest for their own good will 
cause him to be so affected ; furthermore, the suggestion 
must inevitably arise that perhaps such loss or irregularity 
is partly the result of his own inefficiency or neglect. The 
consciousness that such may be the case, cannot be other-
wise than a source of bitter regret. For the most part, the 
teacher has this matter in his own hands. He should be a 
close student of human nature, and study with care the 
disposition of his pm ils ; he should study their likes and 
dislikes, and adapt his teaching and dealings to the needs 
of each. He should never lose an opportunity to show his 
love for and an interest in his pupils. God arranges op-
portunities for us, and then waits to see how we improve 
them. If we neglect to improve them, however trivial 
they may seem, we have no right to expect others of a 
more important natt re to be arranged for us, nor will we be 
as apt to comprehend them when they are arranged. Every 
neglect to improve au opportunity blunts our sensibilities in 
the direction of discovering others. In the class recitation, 
the utmost impartiality should prevail. Teachers should 
not have pets, nor should they allow one or two, or any 
portion of the class, to monopolize the entire time by talk-
ing, or by insisting on answering more than their legiti-
mate share of the questions. If any one has failed to learn 
his lesson properly, be careful not to be so severe as to dis-
courage or exasperate him. It is a pretty risky experiment 

to treat a pupil who is defective in his lesson in such  a 
manner before the entire class that he will feel chagrined. 
A few words of private counsel and encouragement, given 
in a kindly manner, with such pupils as are habitually de-
fective in their lessons, will be more effectual in bringing 
about a reform than anything else. that we know of. Of 
all the work that is done in the Sabbath-school, there is 
scarcely anything more important than that of the teacher 
as he stands before his class to conduct a recitation. His 
work is fraught with momentous consequences, and he 
needs a large measure of aid from the Holy Spirit to prop-
erly discharge the responsibility that rests upon him. He 
can drive his pupils from the school, or retain them ; he 
can cause them to like, or dislike the school ; to speak ill, 
or well of it ; to interest themselves in behalf of the school, 
or the contrary ; to speak in terms of criticism, or com-
mendation of his own work. He can, if he will, arouse a 
spirit of loyalty for the school as a whole, that will cause 
his pupils to be its champions under all circumstances. 

It should be the constant aim of the teacher to touch 
chords in the mental and moral natures of his pupils that 
will respond with a wholesome vibration, rather than with 
a discordant jar. Make such application of some feature 
of the lesson, or some feature that can be legitimately 
brought into the lesson, as will touch the desired chords. 
While it should be the rule to touch upon all the points 
designed by the author of the lesson to be brought out, a 
special effort should be made to cause the pupils to realize 
that there is something in the lessons that each can take 
home with him, and make a part of himself and his every-
day life. If pupils return to their homes with a sense of 
dissatisfaction because of not having received the material 
benefit and light they had anticipated, the conditions are 
unfavorable for their continued attendance upon Sabbath-
school. It may as well be considered that pupils all have 
certain anticipations when they go to the school, and un-
less those anticipations are met, dissatisfaction is sure to 
arise. If the teacher can be thorough and work for the 
best interests of his pupils, and at the same time not dis-
appoint them in their own expectations, it is very fortu-
nate. 

Much may be accomplished in holding the continued in-
terest of pupils by way of suggestions relative to the suc-
ceeding lesson. Teachers should always be familiar with 
the succeeding lesson, and at each recitation have some-
thing to say relative to it that will awaken an interest in 
the pupil, and cause him to begin the study of it at the 
earliest possible occasion. If it can be intimated that such 
and such features pertaining to the next lesson, and which 
are important and somewhat obscure, will be given special 
consideration, the result will be to make the inducements 
stronger for a full and early attendance. 

G. W. MORSE. 

CO-OPERATION OF TEACHERS AND PARENTS IN 
TEACHING CHILDREN REVERENCE FOR GOD, 

HIS WORD, AND HOUSE OF WORSHIP. 

THE need of such teaching is everywhere apparent. The 
only question to be considered is, How may we accomplish 
the end sought? viz., that our children may hold in rever-
ence the name of God, his word, and house of worship. 
Perhaps no one point is made plainer in the Scriptures, 
both as to means and results, and perhaps no point is so 
strangely neglected. We say strangely, for our people 
profess to take the Bible, the whole Bible, for their rule of 
faith and practice ; and while many seemingly obscure 
truths have been brought out into perfect plainness, this 
precious one, the very foundation of Christian character, is 
left almost unnoticed. There is no mistaking the plain 
words of Scripture on this point. "Therefore shall ye lay 
up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind 
them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as 
frontlets between your eyes—and ye shall teach them your 
children." Herein lies the key to the whole matter. We 
are not merely to bind them for a sign upon the outside, 
then teach them to our children, but we are to get them in 
our heart and in our soul first ; and perhaps the greatest 
trouble is that we reverse God's order, and try to impress 
upon our children what is not engraven upon our own 
hearts. 

"And ye shall teach them your children." Where is the 
heart that can accept this sacred commission without break-
ing before God? Surely if there is any one who needs 
daily to walk and talk with God, it is the teacher of little 
children. Oh, that we, as parents, could remember our 
own childhood,—could redeem from the hard grasp of a 
busy life some lingering trace of the beautiful love and 
trust of those days when our hearts were pure and inno-
cent I Then might our souls go out with winning tender-
ness towards the little ones for whom God holds us re-
sponsible. Then, with loving faithfulness and never-ceas-
ing care might we weave into the current of their thoughts 
every day, every hour, the pure and true and tender lessons 
of love and reverence for the Holy One which are so hard 

to learn in after years. We may teach children what 
we will ; and teach them we must, if we are with them, 
for the life of the parent is a continual object lesson ; and 
how often we are reminded, yet how little we gealize, that 
example is remembered when precept has been long for-
gotten. The father who breaks off in the midst of giving 
the hired man a scolding, to ask a blessing at table, while 
•the hurried mother drops into a chair, furtively watching, 
holder in hand, the browning biscuits in the oven, will not 
be likely to inspire feelings of reverence in their children. 

How are we to teach our children? The Bible says, 
"diligently." When is a man said to be diligent in his 
business? when he attends to it one day, and neglects it 
for six ? When is a scholar diligent in the pursuit of learn-
ing? when he studies hard for a week, then gives himself 
up to pleasure for an indefinite time? If we would apply 
the same plain rules to our religious duties that we do to 
everything else, we should find ourselves following to the 
letter the Scripture injunction, "Thou shalt teach them 
diligently to thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up." 

If children are taught that the name of God is holy, and • 
not to be taken lightly upon their lips, they will be pre-
pared to look with reverence upon the Book which con-
tains his will. But in this respect also how often does the 
parent's example overthrow his own precepts ; for say 
what we will, it is the home example that tells on the 
heart of a child. 

Mr. Hammond, under whose preaching hundreds of chil-
aren professed conversion, says : " When I see any one use 
the Bible in a chair for a music stool, or place it for a stay 
under the window, there comes before my mind a little 
picture of a disordered room with packing boxes and fur-
niture scattered about, and myself a little boy just large 
enough to be everywhere in the way. The Bible lies on 
the table, and in the hurry, being placed too near the edge, 
falls to the floor. Instantly my mother picks it up, and 
reverently, tenderly, presses it to her cheek. That was 
just like my mother ; and I can never handle carelessly 
the book my mother loved." 

Reverence which is only outward and for appearance's 
sake, has in it no evidence of good. It is only when it is 
the outgrowth of trusting love and a soundless depth of 
interest and respect, that it becomes the index of a Chris-
tian life ; and if we would lead our children truly to rev-
erence the Holy Book, and turn to it as a sure refuge, we 
must awaken a deep and personal interest in its truths. 
Here is a work in which the faithful Sabbath-school teacher, 
with God's blessing, may gather many sheaves, and lay up 
joy for his heart in the great day. 

But we cannot stand still, and send the children over a 
road we know not. The shepherd does not send his sheep 
out alone to find pasture, but tenderly leads them to the 
choicest spots, and helps the weak to a share with tile 
strong ; and if we would make the Bible the "bread of 
life" to those under our care, we must become acquainted 
with it ourselves. Our own hearts must be filled with its 
wonderful beauty and sweetness, then we may lead each 
to its sacred pages without fear ; for all may be filled. 
"We may take the calm and contemplative to the well-
balanced James. The affectionate to the loving and beloved 
John. The pensive may read the tender lamentations and 
funereal strains of Jeremiah. The sanguine commune 
with the graphic and creative Joel. The plain and prac-
tical may go to the wise Ecclesiastes or the out-spoken 
Peter. The lover of pastoral and quiet scenes may dwell 
with the Sweet Singer of Israel, or the richly endowed 
Amos and Hosea. If we would leap from earth to heaven, 
and wander through Eternity, we open the Revelation, 
and listen to the seven thunders, and gaze on the pearly 
gates and golden streets of the Heavenly City." But not 
all the beauty, the glory, the woes, or the beatitudes, can 
save a soul from death, if the benediction of sins forgiven 
be not stamped upon it by the "blood that cleanseth." It 
is only when Christ's image is reflected in our hearts, and 
when we can look at the Blessed Book through the light 
of the Holy Spirit, that it becomes perfect and glorious, 
the plan of redemption for a lost world. This is the ex 
elusive boast and treasure of the Scriptures. Nor is it 
anything we learn from the Old or New Testament of sav-
ing tendency further than as a part of the truth as it is in 
Jesus. If we can persuade our children and young people 
to look at the Bible in this light, the reverence they will 
feel for it as the only guide to eternal life, will be totally 
distinct, not only from what they attach to any other book, 
but from that admiration its other properties inspire ; and 
the variety and antiquity of its history, the light it affords 
in various researches, its inimitable touches of nature, to-
gether with the sublimity and beauty poured over its 
pages, will be but ornaments to the casket which contains 
the pearl of great price. Then let us try to bring the Bible 
into every heart, and interest our children in it for its own 
sake. Help them to see that while pointing the way to a 
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better world, it surely makes this world better, more noble, 
and more blessed. 

It is not enough to tell our children that the Bible is true, 
and cannot be refuted. This is an age when irreverent 
teaching and ridicule of the Bible prevail. Our children, 
as they grow older, will have.to meet it. We cannot keep 
it from their ears. Then let us not wait till the hateful 
seeds take root in their hearts, but fortify their minds by 
filling them with better things. Bring to them evidences of 
what we say. The scholar and the sage, the intellectual 
monarchs of the race, bow to its authority. "It has en- 
countered the scorn of a Lucian, the heartless skepticism 
of a Hume, the lore of a Gibbon, the sneers of a Voltaire, 
the rude weapons of a Payne, but none of these things 
have moved it." Indeed, triumphant over them all, have 
advanced the noble works of such commanding intellects 
as Newton, Chalmers, Robert Hall, Channing, testifying 
that to them the Bible bore the seal of the eternal God ; 
and in our own day, a throng of great and good men have 
reverenced this book and have imbibed its spirit. John 

• Quincy Adams, through a long life, made the Bible a daily 
study. Jackson, Harrison, and Clay were each students 
of the Bible. They lived gratefully by its light, and died 
in the hope of its glory. "Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,"these 
were among the last words that fell on the ear of the dying 
Webster. Sir Walter Scott, a few days before his death, 
asked his son-In-law to read to him. " What book," in-
quired Mr. Lockhart, " would you like ? " " Can you ask I" 
said Sir Walter ; " there is but one." Oh, that we all, as 
Sabbath-school teachers and workers, might drink deep of 
the eternal fountain of truth, that our sympathies might 
be deepened and intensified, and our hearts enlarged and 
made better by true Christian culture and the grace of 
God! 

Nor can any excuse themselves. God be thanked, the 
time is passed when it is said in our schools, "Any one will 
do for the little children." Little ones are quick to detect 
imposition, and seeds of doubt and mistrust are sown many 
times unawares. Visiting a Sabbath-school not long since, 
our attention was drawn to a class of little children. The 
teacher, a young lady, had evidently exhausted her small 
stock of knowledge on the subject of the lesson, and to 
keep the children still was telling them, in rather a hurried 
way, some parts of the story of Samuel,—evidently some 
fragments remembered from her own childhood. The 
children were eager to hear, especially one little girl at the 
extreme end of the class, who was leaning forward, eyes 
and mouth wide open. I noticed that her little stubby 
fingers clasped tightly a ragged Testament. Presently 
she spoke so eagerly, "I can read, teacher, and I've got a 
Bible ; where is the pretty story?" Impatiently came the 
reply, "Oh, you mustn't interrupt 1 It's in-in-the book 
Joseph, I guess." Instantly the smile faded from the eager 
face, and my own heart sank. Verily, if angels ever weep, 
it is when the little lambs come hungry to the fold, and go 
empty away. 

Reverence for the place of worship would seem to be a 
natural outgrowth of Christian principles ; yet so far have 
we departed from the purity of the Christian faith, that 
the old-time reverence for the house of God is sneered at 
by many who profess to love his name. Anciently, on 
coming near to worship, the children of Israel were re-
minded, by many impressive forms and ceremonies, that 
they were approaching the holy presence of Him before 
whom angels cover their faces ; and through all the round 
of the temple service, they discerned the burning " Sheki-
nab," whose glory filled the most holy place. If we could 
see in our assemblies the gracious form of Him whose 
faithful promise to meet with His people has never been 
broken, would we not fear to make the house of God a 
place of idle gossip and even mirthfulness? Christ said to 
the Jews, "It is written, My Father's house shall be called 
a  house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves." 
Many a house of God is worse degraded than was the tem-
ple of old. 

In a little village among the hills in the north of Scot-
land, stands the remains of a quaint old chapel. Covered 
with moss and clinging ivy, the walls crumbling away, but 
a part of the arch remains, and above the  -fallen door the 
traveler may read the inscription, "Enter not with lifted 
head and thoughtless step into the presence of the King." 
And it is said the simple villagers are wont to kneel an in-
stant on the old door-stone in silent adoration, or stand 
with bowed head at the threshold, before entering the 
sanctuary. Innocent childhood, strong manhood, and 
halting, trembling age, alike paid homage to the Presence 
their simple faith discerned in the house of God. From 
that parish went out men who were mighty in the power 
of God,—men whose names are familiar as household 
words, whose tenderness and love for the Master have 
lifted hundreds from degradation and wickedness into the 
love and light of God. 

We need not expect our children to go beyond their el- 

ders in this respect, but with faithful teaching and faith-
ful example, they may be brought to reverence the house 
of God. "Ye shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my 
sanctuary," says the 'Holy Word. God give us grace to 
obey, till parents, teachers, and children join the glad 
throng in saying, "Great and marvelous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty. Just and true are all thy ways, thou 
King of saints." 	 A. E. &Lis. 

NEEDLESS ILLUSTRATIONS. 

WE cannot better introduce the subject than by the fol- 
lowing selection from the  S. S. Times:— 
"How much real.  ability is wasted in the accomplishment 

of unnecessary tasks! Matthew Claudius tells, with quiet 
humor, how wonderfully clever his university professor 
was—so clever that he would demonstrate to his class in 
half a minute, that  a  student is not  a  rhinoceros; for if 
any student were a rhinoceros, some rhinoceros must be a 
student; but we know that no rhinoceros is a student, 
therefore it is clear that no student is a rhinoceros.' This 
was demonstration indeed; but a good many besides Mat-
thew Claudius have wondered what the demonstration 
was worth after it was made. There are not a few rea-
soners intellectually akin to that professor, in the pulpit, 
in the theological chair, in the Sunday-school. They can 
demonstrate—oh, so cleverly—a thousand things which 
nobody ever dreamed of denying; they can occupy the 
larger part of a church or Sunday-school session, in show-
ing that there is much reason to believe that goodness is 
better than wickedness, and that truth is truer than false-
hood. But is it not a pity that so much talent, wasted in 
proving what does not need to be proved, should not be 
turned into some more useful channel ?" 

It is probable that the greatest fault with regard to illus-
trations is that they are not used as often as they are 
needed, or that they are not well chosen; but there are 
some who are perpetually illustrating what is entirely 
plain in itself. Such illustrations do positive harm. The 
mind has no need of them, and becomes weary by having 
them thrust in its. way. 

To this class of illustrations belong those fanciful ar-
rangements of words upon the blackboard that have a 
common initial, or of sentences that have the same initial 
word. Such arrangements, with a display of large initials, 
may serve to catch the attention of careless children gath-
ered in from the streets of a mission school, but it can 
serve no purpose in bringing out the real thought of the 
lesson, or impressing the thought of a moral. There is no 
doubt that such an unusual form of grouping the words 
May be longer remembered, but they are remembered 
merely as words. The thought or sentiment they express 
is not retained, if indeed it was ever received at all. What 
would be thought of a  teacher who should attempt to teach 
grammar, arithmetic, or history in this manner ? It is a 
good thing to get the eye and the ear of the children, but 
even this is often done without reaching the intellect or 
the heart. Many teachers are deceived just here. They 
really think they are teaching when they are doing scarcely 
more than to amuse. Now it is much better to do this 
than not to gain the attention at all; but the permanent 
good accomplished will be small, unless our pupils are 
made to think and feel. Unfortunately many of th4 meth-
ods so successful in gaining the attention lead the mind 
away from the thought instead of preparing it to receive 
the things we ought to teach. Whatever does not lead the 
mind hinders it. We should remember that gaining the 
attention is a means to an end, and not the end itself. 

But what we wish to especially impress is that a greater 
share of these illustrations are needless, and that in teach-
ing, everything needless is positively injurious. 

Some teachers make a hobby of charting every lesson on 
the blackboard. There are complicated subjects that can 
undoubtedly be made plainer in this way; for although 
every analysis in order to be valuable must be mental, the 
marking on the blackboard aids the undisciplined mind in 
taking a bird's eye view of the entire subject. But to take 
a  narrative as simple as that of the boy in the apple tree, 
and chart it out before a school, is sheer nonsense. It is 
not only an unnecessary work, but one that does harm. 
It soon makes the mind too indolent to retain anything 
that is not set before the eye, and so in the end defeats 
the very purpose it is intended to serve. It is an excellent 
thing to train the mind to comprehend the important divis-
ions of a subject, and to trace clearly the relation of all the 
subordinate parts to one another and to the leading one. 
But in order to do this work successfully, the mind must 
gradually be trained to comprehend and hold these rela-
tions from the nature of the thoughts themselves and to 
retain these relations without the aid of marks. 

Thus we have noticed only one or two of the many feat-
ures of the subject introduced in the heading of this arti-
cle. More may be brought out at another time. 

G.  H. B. 

COME EARLY. 

AMONG the many annoyances which beset the path of 
the energetic superintendent, perhaps none prove such a 
source of trial as that of tardy teachers. The superintend-
ent is at the school half an hour before the time of open-
ing. The hour for beginning draws near, and still several 
teachers' seats are vacant. Why are they absent? he won-
ders, as he glances about the room. When the last bell is 
half through ringing, the delinquents straggle in, and take 
their places. The scholars, as well as the superintendent, 
are anxiously watching the door. The look of relief that 
overspreads their faces as he takes his seat ought so to re-
prove him that he will be on time hereafter. 

The teacher, especially if he be a teacher of little chil-
dren, should consider that he has lost control of his elass 
by not being in his place to greet his pupils as they come 
in, and to take control of matters at the start. Says an 
eminent Sunday-school writer: "If you have a class of 
wide-awake, restless boys in the Sunday-school, who give 
you more or less trouble in your effort to interest and con-
trol them, see to it that they find you in your place when 
they come to their seats of a Sunday. if they are there 
before you, they are likely to start in their way rather than 
your), and you will probably be behind them at the close 
of the school, as you were at the beginning. As prelimi-
nary to keeping the start, you' must get the start. To be 
five minutes behind your scholars at the beginning, Is com-
mon 1y to be hopelessly behind them all the school ses- 
sion."

But if your class is well-disposed, or made up of pupils 
as old as yourself, that should  be no excuse to you for not 
coming early to Sabbath-school. If you reach the school 
just in time to join the opening ',hymn, your pupils will 
follow your example, and will probably come one or two 
minutes late. Come early, and thus show your class that 
you have a lively interest in the school. You owe it to 
your superintendent, to your class, and to. yourself ;—to 
your superintendent, that he may not need to spend anx-
ious thought and valuable time In hunting up a substitute.  
for a teacher whom he fears may possibly be absent; to 
your scholars, that they may have the influence of your 
good example in promptness; to yourself, that you may 
better control your class and maintain friendly relations 
with your pupils. 	 W. E. L. 

THAT RECORD BOOK. 

You keep one, of course. Every live teacher does. Al-
most as soon as I began to teach, I felt the need of some-
thing of the kind, so much that 1 invented and kept one 
before I had ever seen such a book. The superintendent 
did not require any record. None of the teachers kept 
one; but I wanted a history of my class, and kept it for 
my own satisfaction. No report was made in the school, 
and the members of my class did not know what I kept in 
my class book; but they felt quite sure it had something 
to do with their attendance, behavior, and scholarship. 
It was no part of my purpose to affect the conduct of my 
pupils bAkeeping this record, but its influence upon them 
was plain to be seen. 

If I were you, I would keep my class record with all dil-
igence, making it just as neat and accurate as possible. I 
would not take my book to the Sabbath-school, unless re-
quested to do so by the superintendent or secretary. 1 
would take the record with a pencil on a blank which I 
could carry in my Bible, and copy it into my record book 
at home with a pen. You will never be sorry for taking 
pains with the little book. You may think more of it 
hereafter than you do now. In the coining years you will 
look at these names, and think, perhaps, that this one has 
gone to a far distant land, where possibly he may remem-
ber some of the things which you taught him. If he has be-
come careless or reckless, some word of yours may touch his 
heart, and turn his course of life, as that sweet little hymn 
of Phcebe Cary's did that of a dissolute young man in a far 
country. Here is the name of another who sleeps in death I 
How well .you remember every bright, happy look, every 
indication of noble character, or of the work of grace upon 
the heart! How the faults that tried you so, have faded 
out during the years that have passed I You can scarcely 
remember them. Here is another who has gone out to 
battle in the stern warfare of life. How your heart yearns 
for his success! How earnestly you pray that he may be 
a true man, and never fail under temptation. And so you 
go on.—Would you like to part with these names, and the 
brief record of their young life? 

But how useless will be that record, if on looking it over 
you have a painful recollection that it is not wholly true,—
that sometimes pride in your class record, or the wish to 
keep the good will of your pupils, 'caused you to mark 
them higher than they deserved. Do not forget that the 
entire value of the record depends upon its truthfulness. 
A record that is not strictly true does not represent the 
work of your class, and hence it is no record at all. And 
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the only way to have a good class-record is to secure first-
class work from your pupils. This can be done only by 
rousing a deep, permanent interest in the lesson taught, 
and in the work to be done in the school. 

One who cannot answer more than half the questions of 
the lesson has really no lesson at all ; for almost any one 
can get half the answers right by mere guessing. It is 
wrong to mark a pupil perfect in his lesson, simply because 
you think he has tried to learn it, or because he is generally 
faithful. I have heard teachers say, "Now if you don't 
have a better lesson next Sabbath, I shall mark you im-
perfect." Such a course will do harm. The teacher may 
refrain from censuring one who has not learned his lesson; 
he may even encourage such a one under certain circum-
stances; but he should never tamper with the record. That 
is the class history; and as such, it is wholly independent 
of the teacher's will. 

Again, so far as the class is to receive any benefit from 
the record, its chief value lies in its resemblance to the 
record that is kept above. Now if it requires but little ef-
fort to secure a perfect record in Sabbath-school, the les_ 
son taught, so far as it goes, is that it requires but little 
effort to secure a perfect record in heaven; and thus the 
standard of excellence is .lowered. So, too, when the 
teachers excuse absence, tardiness, bad lessons, or ill be-
havior, and that without sufficient excuse, the impression 
is that we shall not have to meet our record just as it 
stands in the books kept by the angels. 

Let me exhort you, then, to keep a class record ; to put 
it in a permanent form, and make it as neat as you possibly 
can; to keep it faithfully, as in the sight of heaven; and to 
show by your diligence and earnestness that you are de-
termined to make for yourself a record of which neither 
you nor your class need feel ashamed. 	G. H. B. 

THE UNSEEN BETTER PART. 
PERHAPS the better part of most good and useful lives 

is the part that never gets into the written biography. 
We think of a man's material achievements as the sum of 
his life-work. We say he made a million dollars, or we 
point to the bridges he built, or the books he wrote, or the 
pictures he painted; or we say he preached so many ser-
mons, and made so many pastoral calls; and we think we 
have told the whole story. But we have not. There is  a 
part of his biography that is never written, that cannot be 
written; and it is probable that in nearly every life this is 
the better part, that its unconscious, unwritten, unpur-
posed influences aggregate more in the end than the things 
wrought out with labor and pains, and thoughtssf as mak-
ing the real life work. An artist spends years in a foreign 
city, studying the works of the great masters, and then 
with glowing inspiration cuts in the marble the ideal forms 
of his owp dreams and visions. The figures are packed 
and sent home. The boxes are carefully opened, and the 
marbles 'are admired and praised by thousands. The ar 
tist's ambition is gratified, and he rejoices in his triumph. 
But hidden in the straw in which the noble works were 
packed were a number of little seeds. The straw is scat-
tered about the grounds, and the next spring rare foreign 
flowers spring up beside the artist's dodrway. The pieces 
of statuary were the purposed results of those many years 
abroad; the flowers exhaling their fragrance were the ac-
cidental, unplanned, unintended results. So good men 
and women go on with their great purposes and plans, 
but there is at the same time an unperceived, unnoted 
ministry, which yields many a sweet flower.—S. S. Times. 

A WORD OF EXPERIENCE IN CONVENTION WORK. 
WE learn by doing and by comparing our work with 

what others have done. The officers of the Michigan S. S. 
Association had had no experience in convention work 
until last year; but they thought it was their duty to start 
the work in the State, and, although with trembling, they 
went forward in the fear of God, and did the best they 
could. Twelve conventions were held, with such success 
by the blessing of God, as to lead the Association at its an-
nual meeting to vote that twenty-five should be held dur-
ing 1887. As yet it has been found practicable'to hold only 
three, but the work will be continued every week during 
the summer. 

At the request of the editor of the SABBATH-SCHOOL 
WORKER we give our experience, hoping it may lead oth-
ers to do the same. Thus may we'be able to compare 
methods that have borne the test of actual use. 

Before starting out we prepared an elaborate program, 
which was printed in the Review. It was much better 
than no program, for it gave us something to work to. 
Indeed we think that after the changes suggested by the 
summer's experience, it became quite a good working pro-
gram for those who developed it; but we would not recom-
mend others to follow it closely. We would say, Make 
one of your own, keeping constantly in mind the wants of 
your own schools. Then begin work with it, making such 
changes from time to time as may be suggested by your 
experience. 

With a few words of explanation, we submit the program 
that has grown out of our experience. 

FRIDAY EVENING. 

Address: Historical sketch of the Sabbath-school work. 
8: 00 o'clock. 

SABBATH FORENOON. 

1. Teachers' meeting, 	 9:00 o'clock. 
2. Sabbath-school, 	 10:00 o'clock. 
3. Sermon: Duty of parents to study the Scriptures 

and teach them to their children. 	11:30 o'clock. 
SABBATH AFTERNOON. 

4. Topic: Co-operation'of parents and teachers in train-
ing the children to habits of thoroughness, industry, and 
promptness, and in helping the children to learn the les-
sons. 	 1:30 o'clock. 

5. Topic: How parents and teachers may co-operate in 
government, and in teaching the children habits of reve- 
rence and love for God, his house, and his service. 

2: 00 o'clock. 
6. Topic: Object teaching in the Sabbath-school. 

2:30 o'clock. 
SABBATH EVENING. 

Address: Education, and the relation of our educational 
institutions to the work of the Third Angel's Message. 

8:00 o'clock. 
SUNDAY FORENOON. 

7. Topic: The Superintendent's work in organizing, 
overseeing, and directing the school; and in training, 
counseling, and encouraging teachers. 	9:00 o'clock. 

8. Topic: Qualifications needed by the Sabbath-school 
teacher. 	 9:30 o'clock. 

9. Topic: Helps, appliances, etc. 	10:00 o'clock. 
10. Topic: The teacher's work in the preparation of the 

lesson, including the discovery and application of practical 
truths. 	 • 10:30 o'clock. 

11. Topic: Gaining and holding the attention, by the use 
of illustrations, blackboards, maps, etc. 	11:00 o'clock. 

12. Topic: Sabbath-school singing. 	11:30 o'clock. 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

13. Topic: Sabbath-school records add the secretary's 
work. 	 1: 30 o'clock. 

14. Topic: The superintendent's work in conducting the 
opening and closing exercises and the review exercises. 

2: 30 o'clock. 
15. Miscellaneous topics, general questions, and remarks. 

3:00.o'clock. 
SUNDAY EVENING. 

Sermon: The relining, and ennobling power of God's 
truth. 	 8:00 o'clock. 

Note: Opportunity will be given at the close of each topic for 
questions and remarks; and the program will be frequently en-
livened by instruction and drill in Sabbath-school singing. 

Our corps of workers consists of the President, Vice-
President, and Secretary of the Association. It will be 
seen that the program contemplates instruction from those 
conducting the convention, not exercises on the part of the 
schools. The topics are distributed among the instructors, 
a new assignment being made usually every second or 
third convention. From twenty to thirty minutes are oc-
cupied by an instructor in speaking upon each topic, after 
which for ten minutes any one has the privilege of making 
brief remarks or asking questions. These seasons are us-
ually the most interesting parts of the convention. 

M. B. MILLER. 
C. C. LEWIS. 

MICHIGAN A B. CONVENTIONS. 
AT the last meeting of the Michigan S. S. Association, it 

was voted that twenty-five conventions be held during the 
year; but it has been found impracticable to hold more 
than two or three until the latter part of June, when a 
series of conventions was begun designed to continue until 
the middle or latter part of September. Three of these 
conventions have already been held,—at Sherman, Wex-
ford Co.; at Shelby, Oceana Co.; and at Parkville, St. 
Joseph Co. 

The attendance was less than' one hundred at each of 
these conventions, as they were held, at least in the two 
former cases, in places where the truth is comparatively 
new, and where only three or four schools were within 
reach; but we desired to help these schools, and were en-
couraged to find a deep interest and an earnest desire to 
learn how to make the Sabbath-school more interesting 
and profitable. At Sherman, one man and his son walked 
sixteen miles to attend the meeting, and others drove from 
twenty to thirty miles. Another matter, at all the conven.  
tions, which served as an index to the interest, was the read. 
iness manifested to ask questions as the different topics 
were brought forward. 

We aimed to give practical instruction upon all points 
of Sabbath-school work, adapting the work to the wants. 
of the schools as far as those wants could be ascertained 
An hour was devoted by the State secretary to instruction 
concerning the secretary's work and the class records, and 

a practical drill was given in making out quarterly sum-
maries. This work was greatly needed at the first two 
places, and was warmly appreciated. The secretary de-
sires teachers and secretaries to bring their record books 
to future conventions that she may examine them and see 
just what help is needed. 

The evenings were devoted to matters of more general 
interest to outsiders, and yet bearing upon Sabbath-school 
work. On Friday evening, an historical sketch of Sabbath-
school work was given; on Sabbath evening, an address 
upon education and the relation of our institutions of 
learning to the cause in general and to the Sabbath-school 
in particular; on Sunday evening, a sermon upon the re-
fining and ennobling power of the truth. A short sermon 
was also given Sabbath-forenoon upon the duty of parents 
to study the Scriptures and to teach them to their children. 
At Sherman, a sermon was given on baptism, and three 
were baptized; and at Shelby an hour was devcited to in-
struction in church government and discipline. 

We believe that these conventions may be a source of 
great blessing to all who attend them, if we can have the 
Spirit of God to attend our efforts; and we are trying ear-
nestly to seek his blessing and to profit by the recent state-
ment of Sr. White in the Review, that the work done in 
and for the Sabbath-schools is "too superficial," and that 
we should "plow deeper." 	 M. B. MILLER. 

C. C. LEWIS. 
• 

REPORT OF THE DAKOTA S. S. ASSOCIATION. 
THE first meeting of the eighth annual session of this 

Association was held on the camp ground at Mitchell, 
June 23, 1887, at 9:00 A. M. President in the chair. After 
the usual reading of the annual report, a report was read 
showing the growth of the Association during the past 
year. 

Remarks were made by Eld. Olsen on the increase arid 
progress made, followed by Eld. G. H. Smith on the diffi-
culties of many of the smaller schools in meeting together. 

By request, the President then appointed the following 
committees: On Nominations, G. C. Mikkelson, Conrad 
Reiswig, and Cornelius Saxby; on Resolutions: G. H. 
Smith, G. C. Tenney, and Prof. W. W. Prescott. 

Meeting adjourned to call of Chair. 
SECOND MEETING.—After singing, prayer was offered 

by Prof. Prescott, and the minutes of the preceding meet-
ing were read and approved. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported as follows:— 
Whereas, The blessing of God has attended our Sab-

bath-school work the past year, and a marked degree of 
interest has been visible, especially in our contributions, 
therefore,— 

Resolved, That we express our thankfulness to God for 
his guidance and blessing in the past, also that we ac-
knowledge our obligation to him by working more ear-
nestly inn this branch of the work the ensuing year. 

Resolved, That we try to hold a convention in connec-
tion with each State quarterly meeting; and that at these 
conventions our essays and readings be few, and more prac-
tical instruction given by the best helps we can obtain. 

Resolved, That we adopt the State constitution for Sab-
bath-school Associations, as recommended by the Inter-
national Association at its last annual meeting, and con-
tained in the Year Book, page 64. 

These resolutions were adopted so; ately. Prof. Pres-
cott spoke of the importance o' : •,:Li,ng Sabbiab-school 
conventions, and of the difficulties attending the holding 
of these where the members are scattered. These conven 
tions are to the Sabbath-school workers what teachers' 
institutes are to the day-school teachers; and as many of 
these should he held as the people seem interested in at-
tending. They should be sources of benefit to the churches. 

The Committee on Nominations reported as follows: 
For President, Vesta J. Olsen; Vice President, G. H. 
Smith; Secretary and Treasurer, Isa L. Ransom; other 
members of the Executive Committee, G. H. Snyder and 
C. P. Fredrickson. This report was adopted. 

Remarks were made by Prof. Prescott, Eld. Farnsworth, 
and others on the contributions for the African Mission, 
after which it was voted that we recommend our schools 
to give three-fourths of their contributions to the African 
Mission, retaininr-thejrnaining one-fourth to defray 
home expenses. 

Meeting adjourned sine die. 
A large and well-conducted Sabbath-school was held 

Sabbath morning at 9:00 A. M. The children assembled 
in the Scandinavian tent, in charge of Eld. G. H. Smith. 
After all the lessons had been recited, the entire school 
came together in the large tent, and engaged in review ex-
ercises, conducted by Prof. Prescott. Eld. Kilgore spent a 
short time talking especially to the children. 

Membership of the school, 413; donations, $58.52; dona-
tions the preceding Sabbath, $10.30. It was voted to give 
the contributions of the camp-meeting Sabbath-school to 
the African Mission. 	VESTA J. OLSEN, Pree. 

ISA L. RANSOM, Sec. 
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SANCTIFICATION. 

LESSON 5.-THE FRUITS OF SANCTIFICATION. 

1. As the work of grace progresses upon the soul, 
and a knowledge of the attributes and perfections of 
God are more clearly discerned, does it lead to humil-
ity and self-abasement, or to exaltation and self-con-
fidence? Job 40:4; 42:5, 6; Rom. 12:3. 

2. How do the Scriptures describe the spirit with 
which God is well pleased? Isa. 57:15; 66:2; Matt. 
5:3. 

3. What. is implied by trembling at the word of the 
Lord  ?-It is to have a true sense of sin, and to seek to 
know and do the will of God. Ezra 10:3; Isa. 66:5. 

4. Is sanctification some mental emotion, or flight 
of feeling, or is it the bringing of the will into entire 
submission to the will of God, and rendering obedience 
to his truth? John 8:32; 17:17. 

5. How does the apostle express his desire for a 
complete work of grace upon the hearts of his breth-
ren at Philippi? • Phil. 1 :9-11. 

6. What fruits does he here mention? Verse 11. 
7. What is said of the action of those represented 

by the good ground in the parable of the sower? 
Luke 8:15. 

8. Can one be justified from sin by good works? 
Titus 3:5-7. 

9. How does the apostle show that believers are 
not exempted froni good works? Verse 8. • 

10. How may it be proved that sanctification can-
not be accomplished by faith alone? .James 2:14, 
26 ; 1 Pet. 1:22. 

11. What remarkable change took place in David 
when the Lord had heard and answered his prayer? 
Ps. 40:2, 3. 

12. Does it seem that his petitions were answered 
at once? Verse 1. 

13. What makes it emu evident that his prayerem-
braced a desire to be free from all sin? Ps. 39:8. 

14. What does he sa.y secures a blessing? Ps. 40 : 4. 
15. How is the experience of one who trusts in the 

Lord and obeys him beneficial to others? Verse 3, 
last clause. • 

16. How does Paul speak of hiA brethren as being 
his joy? 1 Thess. 2:19, 20. 

17. Who will finally enter into the joy of the Lord? 
Matt. 25:21. 

18. What will constitute this joy?-To see all the 
redeemed of earth gathered to the mansions of bliss, 
when Christ shall come the second time.  Isa. 53:11. 

19. If we would be of that number, where is our duty 
briefly defined? Rev. 14:12. 

NOTE. 

IT  is  hoped that the teaching-of the Bible on the 
subject of sanctification, as here brought out in the 
lessons on this subject, may inspire in all our minds a 
desire and earnest effort to have our lives in conform-
ity to the will of God. 

If any person could be found who had never broken 
the divine law, he might be justified by it in a legal 
sense. But as all have sinned, none can be justified in 
this way. This is accomplished only through the 
blood of our Saviour. who "was delivered for our of-
fenses and raised again for our justification." This 
work being accomplished for us, we enter the school 
of Christ, and the work of sanctification begins. 

Buck, in his theological dictionary, in speaking of 
sanctification, says: "It is distinguished from justifi-
cation thus: Justification changeth our state in law 
before God as Judge; sanctification changeth our 
heart and life before him as our Father. Justification 
precedes, and sanctification follows as the result and 
evidence of it. The surety righteousness of Christ im-
puted is our justifying righteousness; but the grace 
of God implanted is the matter of our sanctification. 
Justification is an act done at once; sanctification is 
a work which is gradual; justification removes the 
guilt of sin; sanctification, the power of it. Justifica-
tion delivers us from the avenging wrath of God; 
sanctification conforms  us  to his image." Archbishop 
Usher said: "Sanctification, is nothing less than for a 
man to be brought to an entire resignation of his will 
to the will of God, and to live ;:t the offering up of his 
soul continually in the flames of love, and as a whole 
burnt-offering to Christ." "Sanctification," says an-
other, "is nothing less than a daily dying to self, and 
daily conformity to the will of God." 

A. S.  HUTCHINS. 

044Z SC/C(1p- a600'f'1. 

CURIOSITIES OF SOUND AND VIBRATION. 

THE  following additional "Curiosities of Sound and 
Vibration" are worth the attention of our boys and 
girls. They are from the same source  (Harper's 
Young People) as those published in No. 27 of the 
present volume. The writer says :- 

" One person walking'  ver a bridge, stepping slowly, 
does no injury, because after each step the bridge re-
covers before another step is taken; but when a large 
number of people step in time to music, we have com-
bined motion, and the bridge has not time to recover 
between the steps. Hence during the passage of troops 
and all well-regulated processions over a bridge, the 
music is stopped and the ranks broken, so that the 
weight of the crowd is evenly distributed; while some 
are putting theirfeet down, others are lifting theirs up. 
Sometimes fearful accidents have followed when this 
breaking of step has not been observed. Once in 
France a very long bridge went down under a body of 
soldiers marching over in ranks, resulting in the death 
of nearly a hundred persons. There is far less danger 
when a bridge is crowded with people or cattle, or 
even many heavily-laden cars, than when a few per-
sons are walking over keeping step.• The combination 
of force is so great, and vibrations would increase to 
that exten t, that a small dog could ruin the finest and 
largest bridge if he could trot back and forth, Contin-
ually keeping exact time. 

"If we stand near a piano, and produce a musical 
tone with the voice, it will be noticed that one partic-
ular string will select that sound and respond to it 
Open the mouth wider, or make the sound deeper in 
the chest or at a higher pitch, and the first string will 
cease, while another string in the same key as the 
voice will take up the strain. If a hundred tuning-
forks of different tones are sounding at the foot of an 
organ pipe, it will choose the one in accord with it, 
and respond in that key alone. The sound called the 
song of the sea, so often heard when shells are placed 
close to the ear, is merely the vibrations of the air 
within the shell, and two shells placed with their bells 
near the ear will increase the roar if the vibration of 
the air within is in unison or sympathy. The same 
increase may be seen with two tuning-forks; butif the 
vibrations are different, the one will counteract the 
other, like the procession marching out of step, and 
no sound will be heard perfectly. Other substances 
than air will convey the Bound waves: a faint scratch 
on one end of a long log may be distinctly heard at 
the other end, or a stroke on the end of a long piece of 
tightly stretched metal-a bit of copper wire-will 
communicate the shock to the other end many hun-
dred feet away. 

"When a bell rings, the tongue striking the side of 
the bell starts a sound wave that swells gradually 
until the ear is reached, just as the little wave which 
a stone has disturbed increases in size until it reaches 
the shore. If, when the tongue strikes, the bell is 
touching any other substance, a discordant wave is 
started which will destroy the one before it, cutting it 
up, as it were, as the small wave started at another 
point from where we first threw the stone will meet 
and 'chop' the other, and a calm ensues. A continu-
ous blast of air produces no sound, any more than a 
stationary stake in still water will produce waves, but 
let the billows of air or water strike an obstruction, 
and sound or waves are seen." 

WATER-SPOUTS. 

WATER-SPOUTS  are simply whirlwinds on the ocean. 
They are caused by atmospheric currents which form a 
whirl, generally quite high in the air, a cloud from 
which reaches down, in the shape of an inverted cone, 
to the surface of the sea. On reaching this, the water 
commences to boil and effervesce, just as it does when 
a steamer's propeller is churning, and an upright cone 
is formed under and joined to the first .one,.giving the 
completed spout the appearance of a solid column, 
shaped like an hour-glass. Spray in considerable 
quantities is carried up the column, just as leaves, 
sticks, and other solids are by tornadoes on land. 
Often there is a hollow, saucer-like space at the base 
of the column. Occasionally two spouts form near 
each other, and then suddenly merge into one. 

In color, water-spouts are black or gray. Some-
times they are straight, and sometimes spiral and 
standing at a considerable angle with the surface of 
the ocean. They have both a circular and a forward 
movement, but ordinarily they'are not of long dura-
tion. The upper and lower cones move with different 
degrees of speed, and the spout first bends and then 
breaks and disappears. When the spout is completed, 
a roaring noise is heard, like that caused by a water-
fall. After it breaks, water descends in the shape of 
heavy rain, and this, even in the middle of the ocean, 
is always fresh, showing thatit comes from the clouds, 
and is not the salt spray raised fromthesea. In some 
cases the base of this wonderful column is as much as 
500 feet in diameter, and the whole spout half a mile 
high. They are most common in the tropics, but are 
occasionally encountered in the. Atlantic, as high as 
forty degrees north latitude. Often several appear at 
once. It has been thought that they were most fre-
quent in the hot summer months, but since the issue. 
by the Hydrographic Office, of the North Atlantic 
Pilot Chart, nearly as many have been reported in 
winter as in summer, thus upsetting former theories 
on the subject. 

The influence of  a  spout is not felt very far from its 

immediate vicinity, and a vessel is not ordinarily in 
any danger unless directly below it. In this case, 
however, vessels sometimes lose their sails and masts, 
and occasionally some of the crew are swept over-
board. When a vessel is threatened in this way, the 
danger may be overcome by•firing a cannon ball into 
the center of the spout, which bursts it and renders it 
harmless. 

If a spout, formed near the coast, passes iu its for-
,.ward motion from the sea on to the land, and there 
encounters anything to break it suddenly, heavy and 
damaging torrents result, which sometimes cause 
great loss of  life.-The Christian Union. 

OFFICIAL RANK. 

THERE  are no hereditary titles in China except to 
members of the imperial family. Only such are al-
lowed to wear red or yellow colors, and a girdle of 
either or both colors is sometimes the only evidence 
an individual possesses of his relationship to the rul-
ing dynasties. All the officers of the government, 
both civil and military, are divided into nine orders, 
called  khiou-ping. The only outward distinction in 
rank lies in the quality and appearance of certain but-
tons or balls on their clothing. These balls are about 
the size of a pigeon's egg, the first being plain red 
coral; a carved coral ,for the second; a clear blue 
transparent stone for the third; a pale blue for the 
fourth; a crystal for the fifth; a white stone of any 
kind for the sixth; and the last three, gilt a nd wrought 
copper. If any mandarin distinguishes himself either 
in a civil capacity or as a military hero, he receives a 
title. These titles are,  koung, heon, phy, tze, and 
nail, which correspond to the European titles duke, 
marquis, count, baron, and knight; yet alas, the re-
cipient cannot avail himself of his exaltation in many 
ways, particularly in the display appropriate to his 
rank in case of a funeral, unless his ancestors have 
been of the same rank, or one a little higher; for these 
titles do not descend from father to son (outside of 
the imperial family), but revert back to the dead. 
Hence a son or heir is nowise benefited by increase iu 
titles acquired by a• parent. 	 W. a. C. 

A HOLE'S STRENGTH. 

COMPARED with some of his "poor relations," man 
makes but an indifferent show in matters of strength 
and agility. He cannot fly with the bird, nor run with 
the deer, nor climb with the monkey, nor leap with 
the frog. nor swim with the fish. In fact, there is, per-
haps, no single physical attribute in which he is not 
excelled by one or more of these humble specialists. 
Take for example, Dr. C. H. Merriam's account of the 
common mole:- 

The strength of the shrew mole is simply prodigious, 
for an animal of its diminutive size, and the speed 
with which it forces itself through the ground is mar-
velous. 

Audubon and Bachman, speaking of one they had 
in conflnemen.t, state: " We put the mole into a large 
wire rat-trap, and to our surprise saw him insert his 
fore-paws, or hands, between the wires, and force them 
apart sufficiently to give him room to pass out 
through them at once, and this without any great 
appafent effort." 

Dr. Godman also tells us that one which be had "in 
a basket on the mantelpiece of a parlor made its es-
cape, and fell to the hearth ; a,pparently it sustained 
little injury, but hurried on until it reached the wall, 
where it began to travel round the room. 

" Whenever its course was impeded by the feet of the 
chairs, which were of large size, it would not go round 
them, but, wedging itself between them and the wall, 
pushed them with apparent ease far enough to obtain 
a free passage, and it thus continued to move several 
in succession. 

" What was more astonishing, it passed in a similar 
manner behind the legs of a small mahogany break-
fast table, and pushed it aside in the same way, finally 
hiding behind a pile of quarto volumes, more than 
two feet high, which, also, it moved out from the wall." 

Now I have made a pile, just two feet high, of quarto 
volumes, and find that to move it on a smooth, 
painted floor requires a force of eighteen pounds (av-
erdupois), and on a carpet, of twenty-two pounds. 
In order to display a degree of strength proportion-
ate to the difference in the weight of the two,  a  man 
would have to exert a push pressure of twelve thou-
sand pounds  1-Youth's Companion. 

LONELY JACOB'S LADDER. 

ON Mount Whitney, the highest mountain in Cali-
fornia, at a level of 14,000 feet above the sea and 1,500 
feet above the timber line, where there is no soil and 
no moisture save snow and hail and ice, there grows a 
little flower shaped like a hell-flower, gaudy in colors 
of red; purple, and blue. it is c:, 11441 Jacob's ladder, 
and its fragrance partakes of the white jasmine. It 
blooms alone, fof it not only has no floral associate, 
but there is no creature, not even bird or insect, to 
keep it company.-Eureka (Nev.)  Sentinel. 
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THE GREAT ANT-EATER. 

,ERE ourlittlepeopletraveling in South 
America, we suspect it would surprise 

/ them not  a little to see what looked 
like a small hay stack moving about 

on four feet. But probably they would soon 
catch a glimpse of a long snout, and may 
be of a long tongue, and then they would 
decide that the curious thing was au animal. 
It is this creature's long mane and long, 
bushy tail that give it the appearance of  a 

pile of hay, as the picture shows. 

This frouzy-looking creature belongs to a 
family called Myrmecophaga, or ant-eaters. 
The family has several species, three of which 
belong to South America. That branch of 
i he family represented in the picture is 
named Myrinecopliaga jubata, the Great 
Ant-Eater, sometimes called the ant-bear. 
It is the largest of the Ant-Eater family. 
From the tip of its nose, the body measures 
more than a yard and a half. To this is at-
tached a bushy tail more than a yard long, 
and when he spreads it over his back, like a plume, 
which he often does, he is really a shaggy looking 
object. 

Have you discovered in the picture what a nice place 
baby ant-eater has, under the bushy tail? Its mamma 
always carries it on her back, and a long time after 
he is big enough to take care of himself. One would 
think it had an easier time than most babies, just to 
hang on to its mother's coarse hair and ride and rest, 
hid away from the flies behind that hairy screen. It 
may be, though, that this baby has trials like other 
babies, if we only knew. 

As you see, the ant-eater has a long enough head, 
butt he has no teeth. The bones of his head form a 
sort of tube, at the end of which is a small circular 
mouth. Do you wonder why he needs so much snout, 
when he is toothless?—He carries a very long, narrow 
tongue inside this circular tube, and it is with this 
that be gathers his food. 

The South American species live almost whollyupon 
ants, or the white termites, which are so troublesome 
in that country, and this long, smooth tongue is just 
fitted for reaching into their hills. Its saliva is very 
sticky, so that every time he thrusts his tongue into a 
hill, he traps quite a good many ants. He uses his 
tongue so fast, it does not take him very long toeat 
a hearty meal. But sometimes the ant-eater tears 
down the hills with his strong claws before he begins 
his meal. He surprises the ants by coming suddenly 
upon them, and secures a great many before they are 
hardly aware what has happened. 

This animal has a curious way of walking. He 
doubles his fore feet up, and walks on the edge of his 
claws. By doing so, it makes him walk very awkwardly, 
but he keeps his claws sharp, ready to defend him-
self from his enemies, and to be in a better condition 
for destroying the homes of the ants. When not in 

use, he always keeps his claws folded against a callous 
pad in the soles of his feet. 

Heim very strong, and could easily destroy his enemies 
by hugging them to death, like the bear, or by tearing 
them with his powerful claws; but he is so stupid that 
he often allows himself to be overcome by his weakest 
foes. 

His flesh has a musky flavor, and is'greatly relished 
by the Indians and negroes. lone of us would care to 
eat his .flesh, but we would like to see him moving 
about with his choice freight upon his back. 

M. J. C. 

LITTLE NED. 

NED pressed his tear-stained cheek close to the win-
dow-pane, that he might catch the first glimpse of 
papa. 

It had been a hard day for him, and he was lonely 
and heavy-hearted.. Mamma was very ill--so ill that 
no one noticed her little boy wandering disconsolately 
about the house; so ill that a telegram had been sent 
to papa, who no away from home. 

The rooms were dusky now in the twilight, the gas 
burned dimly in the hall, and it was Ned's bed-time; 
but he longed so for a few words from papa that he 
kept very quiet in the darkest corner of the room, 
hoping that nurse Sarah would forget him. 

It was not only because his mamma was ill that 
Ned felt heavy-hearted; he had taken a beautiful great 
peach from Aunt Katy's basket of fruit, and eaten it 
slyly bellin.1 the sofa, hiding the stone under one of 
the tidies. IIoivgrieved mamma would be! "I ought 

to tell Aunt Katy that I did it," he thought, "but 
Aunt. Katy '11 scold. I can't, tell her! I fink it's awful 
dark here; oh, dear!" and Ned cried aloud. 

This brought Sarah, who shook him, asking, in a 
fierce whisper, "Do you want to kill your mother?" 

"No!" gasped Ned, catching his breath. 
"Then stop that crying," she said sternly; adding, 

"you poor little thing, I'll put you to bed." 
"No, no!" begged Ned, kicking and struggling. 

Nevertheless he had to go. 
He could not sleep; the very candle seemed to blink 

at him, as if to say, "That's the boy who kicks his 
nurse and who stole a peach, and his'mamma so ill, 
too ! " 

"Oh, dear, I wish papa would come!" 
Then he remembered the kind God to whom mamma 

always went for help when she was troubled. 
"The Lord is my shepherd, the Lord is my shep-

herd," he repeated, softly and reverently, until he felt 
comforted. 

"I ought to tell Annt Katy about that peach," he 
said to himself. There she was now in the hall talking 
to Sarah. 

But the room that lay between his room and the 
hall looked so dark and full of strange shadows! 

He slipped out. of bed and started, but crept back, 
afraid of the dark room, afraid of Aunt Katy, and 
afraid to call for tear of disturbing mamma. Pushing 
his head under the pillow, he prayed: 

"Dee Lord, help me to be a dood boy." 
Surely the loving God, who always helped mamma, 

would help Ned too. 
Running through the dark room quickly, he stood 

with a beating heart and a brave little face at Aunt 
Katy's side. Pulling her dress, he cried: 

"Aunt Katy I" 
"Why, child ! " 
"Please, Aunt Katy"—and he hesitated. What if 

Aunt Katy should whip him? Oh, dear! 
"What is it?" 
"I 'tole a peach from your basset, and ate it all up 

ahine the hofa!" he Bobbed. 
Aunt Katy was so kind! Perhaps she, too, was 

trying to be good. 
She took him up tenderly, kissed him, forgave him, 

putting him back in bed herself, with the glad tidings 
that mamma was a great deal better, and that papa 
would be at home soon. 

Ned fell asleep a happy boy.—SeL 
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ETHLYN GRACE GARDNER, of Allegan Co., Mich., 
writes: "I am a grateful reader of your good paper, 
and I think you must feel repaid for your efforts when 
so many tell you how they love to read it. I am 
eleven years old. I have always bad the INernucron 
to read, aud the privilege of attending Sabbath-school. 
My father and mother are dead, and I live with my 
sister. We have a Vigilant Missionary Society. It 
was organized about four months ago by Mrs. H. M. 
Kenyon. There are twenty members in the society, 
and nearly all report at each meeting. The youngest 
in the class is five years old. We also have a large, 
interesting Sabbath-school. I have not been absent 
but one Sabbath for over a year. I am trying to do 
right, that I may have eternal life when Jesus conies." 

ALICE M. BARTLETT sends a letter from So. Lancas-
ter, Mass. She writes: "I see so many letters in the 
Budget that it makes me want to write too. I wrote 

for the paper a long time ago. I am ten 
years old. We shall get through Book No. 
8 in about three months. I go to the South 
Lancaster Academy, and am in grade five. 
I like the school very much. Sometimes there 
are not INSTRUCTORS enough to go all acound, 
and the lower divisions do not get any; but 
I read them every week. I am trying to be 
a good girl." 

• 
ETHEL, MORTON sends a letter from Otter 

Tail Co., Minn. She is ten years old; has 
out sister, and three brothers. They have 
the INSTRUCTOR in the family. anti all like it. 
She says: "We attend Sabbath-school in 
warm weather, but in the winter we eannot, 
for the school is too far away. I went to 
day school a part of four months. Our 
fiAlool had been closed just one week when 
our teacher was -u vied. All who knew her 
loved her very much. My papa hasrheuma-
tism very bad; he can scarcely walk out of 
(loot s. 	want to be a good girl." 

NE.1 TIE A: MOULTON write9 from Jackson 
Co., Mich. She says: "I am seven years old. 
My papa died two years ago. I have two 
brothers, and a•li tt.le sister Ruth, who is a 
little over two years oid. She is learning to 
talk. I take care of her. .I go seven miles 
to Sabbath-school. 7 study Book No.2. I 
have learned the commandironts, and am 

now learning the names of the Books 01 the Bible. I 
have been to school one summer. It is two miles 
away." 

HORACE SNYDED-wnitea 	Connecticut. He says: 
"I am fourteen years old, and enjoy reading the It l - 
ters very much. I have three brothers and two 'sis-
ters. My mother lives in Cumberland Co., N. J., but 
I am canvassing in Connecticut for Good Health. I 
have taken over one hundred orders in one town. I 
went to school at South Lancaster Academy last win-
ter.. I enjoyed it much, and expect -en attend the com-
ing term. I am trying to be a good boy, and do some 
good in this world, and to have a pat in the next." 

DANIEL R. GUILD sends a letter from Ottawa Co., 
Mich., in which he says: "I am twelve years old. I 
live near Lake Michigan. Sometimes vessels come 
ashore, and sometimes they get wrecked here. I have 
two brothers, two half brothers, and one half sister. 
I go to Sabbath-school, and study in Book No. 1. I 
inadelt box to put money in to use for camp-meeting 
this year. I have two chickens, and can feed them out 
of my hands. I am trying to be a good boy." 
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GRANDMA'S GLASSES. 
. 6WHEN grandma puts her glasses on 

And looks at me—just so— 
il' I have done a naughty thing, 

She's sure somehow to know. 
How Is it site can always tell 
So very, very, very well? 

"She says to me: 'Yes, little one. 
'Tie written in your eye!' 

And if I look the other way, 
Or turn and seem to try 

To hunt for Something on the floor, 
She's sure to know it all the more. 

"If I should put the glasses on 
And look in grandma's eyes, 

Do you suppose that I should be 
So very, very wise? 

Now, what If I should find it true 
That grandma had been naughty, too? 

"lint, ahl—what am I thinking of?— 
To dream that grandma could 

lie anything in all her life 
But sweet and kind and good! 

I'd better try, myself, to be 
So good that when she looks at me 

With eyes so loving all the day, 
I'll nevcr want to turn away." 

—Sydney Dayre. 

•-• 
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