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FADING SCENES. 

BRIGHTEST roses when in blooming 
Fill each breeze with fragrance rare, 

With fresh sweetness each perfuming 
All the soft and balmy air ; 

And the warblers sing their chorus 
While the dewdrops sparkle bright. 

Gladsome is the scene before us, 
Turning hearts to glad delight. 

But these earth-scenes soon must vanish — 
All is transient here below ; 

Earthly joys our God will banish 
With each beauty that shall glow ; 

Earthly hopes are soon to perish, 
Youthful prowess e'en will flee ; 

For they 're idols that we cherish — 
Are the toys of vanity. 

But the time is onward speeding, 
When no fading scenes appear ; 

And our Saviour now is pleading—
List his gentle voice ; 0 hear : 

" Come, ye heavy-laden, weary, 
Now prepare for mansions blest. 

Leave these fading scenes so dreary ; 
Come, and I will give you rest." 

JONATHAN SPENCE. 

HOLLAND AND THE HOLLANDERS. 

To the Hollander there is no place in the 
whole world so dear as Holland. 	It is the 
land for which he has fought and must ever 
fight ; for right there before him, winter and 
summer, year in and year out, making con-
stant warfare, is his great enemy, the sea. 

But the Dutch are good fighters, and this 
enemy is met with those tremendous bulwarks, 
the dikes. 	These dikes, built with piles made 
from trunks of immense trees driven deep in 
the earth, and surrounded by solid masonry of 
granite and cement, form, as it were, great 
walls behind which the people live. 	Outside, 
these slanting walls are covered with flat stones 
in such a way that the harder old ocean beats 
and lashes against them, so much firmer they 
become. 

Inside there are steps leading to the top, 
where the space is ample for buildings, car- 
riage-roads, etc. 	Of course there are wind- 
mills here too ; for Holland would n't be 
Holland without them, and they are seen not 
only on the dikes, but everywhere else. They 
are used for draining the land, the lakes, the 
rivers, for making oil, grinding rock, cleaning 
grain, sawing wood, making starch, rope, 
paper, mustard, flour, meals, paste, etc. 
Sometimes they are grouped together, and 
sometimes they stand alone. Even a man's 
wealth is often estimated by the number of 
windmills he has. 	A lady stopping once to 
watch them in a town containing four hundred, 
said it seemed, when their great arms went 
round and round and round, almost as if the 
whole landscape were in motion. 

There is perhaps nothing the Hollanders 
enjoy more than their canals, which penetrate, 
in every direction, not only the country, but 
all the cities and villages, making veritable 
watery roadways. They are picturesque, too, 
— bordered with lovely trees and quaint tile-
roofed houses, and crossed by numerous 
bridges. 	Many kinds of boats sail these 
waters, from the pleasure-boat of " Mynheer," 
which he fastens near his house as an Ameri-
can does his horse and carriage, to the water 
omnibus, carrying passengers, and freight-
boats, carrying anything one needs to buy for 
the home. 	But however much enjoyment is 
found in the boats, it is tame compared with 
the fun when the canals are frozen. Here the 

click of wooden shoes is forgotten, for every-
body skates : old men and old women, youths 
and maidens, boys and girls ; the men to 
business, the women to market, the doctor to 
visit his patients, the schoolmaster and the 
children to school, and everybody to church 
on Sunday. 

Turn to your histories, and read how the 
Dutch soldiers conquered the Spanish because 
the latter, though knowing much about fight-
ing, did not know how to wage war on skates. 
Then when you turn to your art books, and 
study of Rembrandt and Steen and Paul 
Potter, do not forget that Holland gave them 
to us. 

Holland has well been called a queer coun-
try, but a more interesting one cannot be 
found. The Hollander loves his pipe, his ale, 
his cheese ; but on a kinder-hearted people the  

sun never shone. Even the birds seem to 
understand that not only are the children taught 
from infancy not to disturb them, but that the 
law protects them as well. 

Nowhere can the storks find more peaceful 
homes than in Holland. 	From this people, 
who are often called slow, but who, to protect 
their homes, have fought the waves with a per-
severance arid endurance elsewhere unknown, 
we can all learn lessons of patience and pluck. 
— Miss M. L. Butler, in the Wellspring. 

ORKNEY AND THE ORCADIANS. 

THE Orkney Islands, north of Scotland, are 
upward of sixty in number, contain from four 

hundred thousand to five hundred thousand 
acres, and have a population of about forty 
thousand, according to the census. 	Twenty- 
five of the islands are inhabited, and to these 
only the name of " island " is generally given. 
Those not inhabited, and used only for past-
ures, are called " holms." 

The general appearance of the group is flat, 
and, to some extent, tame. 	The only very 
high hill is Holy Head, which is upward of 
thirteen hundred feet above the level of the 
sea. 

Pomona, or Mainland, is by far the largest 
of the Orkney group ; its length from east to 
west is thirty miles, and its breadth in some 
places six to eight miles. 	The two largest 
towns of Orkney are in Pomona— Stromness, 
in the southwest, with a population of about 
three thousand, and a very fine harbor; and 
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Kirkwall, the capital of Orkney, which lies on 
the north side, and contains about four thou-
sand inhabitants, many good shops, three 
banks, two :newspapers, churches and schools 
in propprtion to the population, and a very 
fine cathedral. 

Within an easy walk from Kirkwall is Wide-
ford Hill, from the top of which nearly all the 
island may be seen ; and no one who goes 
there on a pleasant day will hesitate to admit 
that the scene before him, looking seaward, is 
one of exquisite beauty and rare grandeur. 

From Widefore Hill you can cast your eye 
upon structures that are memorials of every 
form of religion that has ever existed in Scot- 
land. 	Stennis and its Standing Stones are in 
sight, eight or ten miles off. 	Nearer to you 
are some of those inscrutable mounds called 
Picts' houses. 

The Standing Stones in Stennis are still 
about thirty in number, forming portions of 
two circles, the larger of which measures about 
a hundred yards in diameter, and the smaller 
about thirty-four. 	These circles are not now 
complete, as many of the stones have fallen, 
and many have disappeared. 

The habits and modes of life of the islanders 
were very primitive, even fifty•years ago. The 
chimney of the cottage was simply a hole in 
the roof, and the fire was in the middle of the 
floor, so that the smoke had to find its way out 
as best it might. 

Such fire-places have, I think, almost disap-
peared from Orkney, or at least I do not re-
member seeing one. 

The islanders are brave and hardy. During 
the season of egg-gathering they may be seen 
at one time climbing a precipice to rob a nest ; 
at another, swinging from the face of a rock, 
with nothing between them and almost certain 
death but a rope around their waists. They 
thus naturally acquire the habit of talking of 
danger, and even of death, in a way that 
seems to indicate an indifference to both. 

Probably few, however, reach the degree of 
coolness exhibited by an old man who went 
out one day with his son to gather eggs. The 
son descended the face of a high rock with one 
end of a rope around his waist, the other being 
fastened to a stake above, while the old man 
remained in his boat at the base, in case of 
accident. 	The precaution was not unnec- 
essary, for the rope gave way, and the lad fell 
into the sea. 

There was a considerable ground swell, and 
the poor boy had sunk once or twice before 
his father could rescue him ; but at last, just 
as he was going down for the third time, the 
boat pulled alongside, and, reaching out with 
one hand and steadying himself with the other, 
the old man coolly grabbed the boy by the 
hair, and landed him in the boat almost life-
less. This elicited from the father the simple 
remark : " Eh ! I 'm thinking thou 's a bit wat, 
Tam." 

The saying that " those born to be hanged 
will never be drowned," is probably no truer 
of hanging than of other deaths. Tam was re-
served for a different but scarcely less enviable 
fate. 	An acquaintance of the old man, years 
afterward, reminded him of Tam's escape, and 
asked what had become of him, to which the 
father replied in the same indifferent tone : — 

" Tam ? — our Tam ? 0 ! Tam gaed awa' 
to a far country, and the haithens ate him ! " 

This anecdote I know to be perfectly true, 
and I have as reliable authority for another of 
the same kind. 

I have only to add one word on the people. 
They are, of course, first-rate sailors. 	In ap- 
pearance, there is not any very striking indi-
cation of their descent, though now and then  

you see a decidedly Scandinavian face. Scott 
describes them as known by — 

" The tall form, blue eye, proportion fair, 
The limb athletic, and the long, light hair; " 

and this type you not unfrequently find. 
I was much struck by the exceeding gentle- 

ness of the working classes. 	A brawny, 
bearded man, who has not a particle of cow-
ardice or sneaking in his composition, speaks 
to you with all the softness of a woman. 
Swearing is a vice from which, so far as I 
could judge, they are singularly free. 	Their 
dialect is Scotch, with some unusual words 
and a slightly peculiar accent, which no doubt 
are the remains of the Norse. 

In talking to each other, the common people 
use the familiar and kindly " thou," instead of 
"you," and their bearing toward each other is 
gentle and pleasing. 

I was one day crossing a frith in a pretty 
rough sea. The smack was steered by one 
of the passengers, as the whole crew were re- 
quired for other duties. 	He had a difficult 
task, but he managed it well, and one of the 
men said in banter : "Robbie, I 'm thinking 
when thou was a young man, thou could steer 
a boat a little." " Weel," he replied, " my. 
han' has been oot o't for some time, but when 
I was a younger man and i' the way o't, if ony-
body had said that I kent naething aboot it, I 
wud hae lookit at him." In many other parts 
of Scotland the "wud hae lookit at him " 
would probably have taken an uglier form. 

When the resources of the country are devel-
oped, as they will be in the course of a few 
years, by the stimulus of regular leases and 
kindly encouragement on the part of the pro-
prietors, they will be better known and appre-
ciated by dwellers on the mainland than they 
are now.—John Kerr, in Home Guard. 

AN INTERNATIONAL POSTAGE STAMP. 

THE German government is about to place a 
proposition before Eufopean countries relative 
to the issuing of an international postage 
stamp. It is believed that such a stamp will be 
a boon to all who carry on any foreign corre-
spondence. At present, if any one wishes in-
formation from a foreign country, he knows 
it would be a waste to send a postage stamp 
for the reply, since no country will receive 
a foreign stamp as postage on an outgo- 
ing letter. 	One is therefore compelled to 
depend upon his correspondent's generosity 
to pay the return postage. The United States 
consuls in Europe, for example, are in receipt 
of thousands of letters of inquiry every year, not 
one of which contains postage for the reply. The 
German minister of ports has designed such an 
international stamp, and has arranged a plan 
for its adoption. The stamp will contain the 
names of all the countries in which its value 
as postage is recognized, together with a table 
giving its value in the money of each of these 
countries. 	It is thought that only certain 
European countries will adopt this system, but 
it is to be hoped the United States will also en-
ter the agreement. 

OF the twenty-six barons who signed the 
Magna Charta, three wrote their names and 
twenty-three made their marks. This is all 
changed now. Every baron can write, but only 
a few succeed in making their mark. 

IN Corea every unmarried man is considered 
a boy, though he should live to be one hun-
dred. No matter what his age, he follows in 
position the youngest of the married men, de-
spite the fact, perhaps, of having lived long 
enough to be their father. 

MUSIC FROM THE SPHERES .  

ABOVE the din of sin and strife, 
Which oft surrounds our earthly life, 
Rise sounds of sweetest melody, 
Rich notes of heavenly harmony. 

Those tones so deep, so full, so clear 
Full often soothe the weary ear ; 
They're magic songs that are ne'er sung 
By tuneful harp or mortal tongue. 

They 're songs from bright celestial bands, 
Sent from the holy, heavenly lands 
To turn our thoughts from earth-born woe 
To joys which from life's river flow.  

LORETTA REISMAN. 

SCRAPS OF ASTRONOMY.— NO. 2. 

THE eliptical circle which the earth de-
scribes in its annual revolution around the sun, 
is called the ecliptic ; a plain of this path of 
the earth is the plain of the ecliptic. This 
plain includes the earth's path, and also the 
eastward apparent path of the sun among the 
stars, through the entire zodiacal circle during 
the year; or in other words, the sun and earth 
are always in the plain of the ecliptic. 

The sun being luminous, while the earth is 
dark and intransparent, we see that only the 
half next to the sun would be in the light at 
one and the same time ; while the earth sends 
out a shadow which always points in opposi-
tion to the source of light. Hence the shadow, 
also, would be in the same plain. 

As the earth revolves on its axis, it turns us 
alternately through the shadow and into the 
sunlight, making the day and the night. The 
sun's apparent motion being eastward (among 
the stars), it enters all the constellations of the 
zodiac in turn, during the year, as they rise 
and set with the sun. 

The sun enters the sign Aries in the spring 
(March 21), when this constellation rises and 
sets with the sun ; hence the Chaldean shep-
herds named it "Aries [the ram] from their 
flocks, their most valued possession." The 
earth being always in the opposite side of the 
ecliptic from the ,sun, the opposite constella-
tion, Libra, is seen rising in the evening, com-
ing to the meridian at midnight. 

As the sun enters Taurus (the bull) about 
April 21, the opposite sign, Scorpio, is seen 
rising in the evening. 

The sun enters Gemini (the twins) about 
May 21, when Sagittarius (the archer) will rise 
in the evening. These two constellations, Tau-
rus and Gemini, were named from their herds, 
which were esteemed next in value to their 
flocks. 

The next constellation in order is Cancer 
(the crab), which the sun enters June 21, and 
thus reaches his most northern declination 
(which is the distance north and south of the 
equator), making the longest day of the year. 
At this point the sun seems to stand between 
its northern and southern course (hence the 
name solstice, from so/ the sun, and sto to 
stand) ; then begins to move backward, crab-
like, toward the south. 

Therefore the name " Cancer " was given to 
this constellation, and was named the tropic 
of Cancer for the same reason. As it still pur-
sues its journey, the earth reaches Aquarius 
(the waterman), when the sun will be in Leo 
(the lion), July 21 — "the brooks being dry, 
the lion leaves his lurking-place, and becomes 
a terror to all." 
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Virgo (the virgin) comes next in order, 
which the sun enters about August 21, when 
the virgins "glean in the summer harvest," 
hence the name given to this constellation. 
The earth being in the opposite sign, Pisces 
rises in the evening, and reaches the meridian 
at midnight. As the earth still plunges on, at 
the rapid rate of eighteen miles a second, it 
reaches the constellation Aries, on the twenty-
first of September, at the autumnal equinox, 
where the sun appeared to be when the earth 
was at the vernal equinox, in the opposite side 
of the ecliptic whence we started ; now, vice 
versa, the sun is in Libra (the balances), so 
named because the days and nights (again be-
ing twelve hours each) are equally balanced. 

We notice that all the constellations except 
this one are named from living creatures, 
hence the name " zodiac," from the Greek, 
zoon, living creature, or animal. 

The next constellation is Scorpio (the scor-
pion), which the sun enters about October 21, 
when vegetation decays, just as the sting of the 
scorpion causes sickness and death. The 
earth being in the opposite sign, Taurus rises 
in the evening. As the sun entered Sagitta-
rius about - November 21, it told them of their 
hunting months, when deer and other animals 
are prime. 

As the earth moves on in its orbit to Cancer, 
the sun reaches his most southern declination, 
or winter solstice, which gives rise to the 
shortest day in the year, when he enters the 
opposite constellation, Capricornus (the goat), 
December 21. As the goat " delights in 
climbing lofty precipices, it denotes how, at 
the winter solstice, the sun begins to climb the 
sky, on his return north." 	J. M. AVERY. 

WONDERS OF THE MOON. 

WHEN we view the moon with a powerful 
telescope, and see her extensive plains and 
mountain chains, her extensive shore lines and 
dry ocean beds, her thousands of volcanic cra-
ters and their central cones, it is difficult to re-
alize that we are gazing into another world, 
brought by the power of the telescope almost 
within our grasp. Strange as it may seem, we 
are more familiar with her mountains than with 
those of our own world. On this side of the 
moon, though two hundred and forty thousand 
miles away, there is not a mountain whose 
height has not been measured, nor a crater 
whose diameter and depth are unknown. Save 
a few chains of mountains, the scenery of the 
moon is totally unlike that of the earth. The 
naked eye sees the moon flecked with dark 
patches which by the exercise of fancy become 
the " Man in the Moon." But, it is needless to 
say there is no " man " there, nor life of any sort. 
The dark, naked-eye portions were, before the 
invention of the telescope, looked upon as 
seas. But the telescope has shown beyond 
doubt that they look like ocean beds, with 
their shore lines still plainly visible, though, on 
this side at least, not a single drop of 
water may be found. Neither does the 
moon have an atmosphere, though she may 
once have been thus enveloped. Though 
both earth and moon are solid globes, they 
have little or nothing else in common. To her 
mountains we have given the names of the 
mountain systems of our world, as the Alps, 
the Apennines, the Caucasus, etc., and their 
scenery consists largely of elevated rings, sur-
rounding deep cavities or craters, of which the 
telescope reveals the existence of over one mill-
ion of all sizes, from those of a few rods to the 
largest (Shickard), one hundred and forty-nine 
miles in diameter, and, in depth, from those of a 
few yards to the deepest, over four miles down. 

OWLS. 

WHILE owls possess some of the general 
characteristics of other birds of prey, they 
also have peculiarities of habit in which they 
differ from other breeds of their order, and 
which render them more useful to mankind 
than the hawks. 

One of their distinctive characteristics is 
that they seek their prey at night when rabbits, 
rats, mice, shrews, moths, and many other 
foes of the farmer, upon which they feed, are 
more active and more readily discovered. 
Another is that their feathers being very 
downy, their flight is noiseless, which enables 
them more easily to swoop down and seize 
small animals unawares. 	We have often seen 
numerous tracks of mice in the snow, showing 
where they had been running about during the 
night, but frequently one of these tiny trails 
would come to an abrupt termination. 	How 
did the mouse escape from the spot without 
prolonging its tracks ? 	A few faint wing 
marks in the snow on either side of the last 
footprints of the rodent, tell the story. It was 
picked up by an owl. 

No more life-like description of the manner 
of owls in seeking their food could be written 
than the following extract from a letter by Rev. 
Gilbert White, of England. It is dated July 8, 
1773, and is found in the " Natural History of 
Selborne " : — 

" About an hour before sunset (for then the 
mice begin to run), the owls sally forth in 
quest of prey, and hunt all round the hedges 
of meadows and small inclosures for them, 
which seem to be their only food. 	In this 
irregular country we can stand on an eminence 
and see them beat the fields over like a setter 
dog, and often drop down into the grass or 
corn. I have minuted these birds with my 
watch for an hour together, and have found 
that they return to their nest, the one or the 
other of them, about once in five minutes." 

He refers to what he calls the white owl ; he 
also states the following was told him by a 
gentleman from the county of Wilts : — 

"As they were grubbing a vast hollow pol-
lard ash that had been the mansion of owls for 
centuries, he discovered at the bottom a mass 
of matter that at first he could not account for. 
After some examination he found that it was a 
congeries of the bones of mice that had been 
heaping together for ages, being cast up in 
pellets out of the crops of many generations of 
inhabitants. 	For owls cast up the bones, fur, 
and feathers of what they devour, after the 
manner of hawks. He believes that there were 
bushels of this kind of substance." 

The following vivid and interesting story is 
told by Mr. S. E. Todd, in the Audubon Maga-
zine : " Miny years ago, when I owned a 
farm, owls were accustomed to come to my 
barn in late autumn, and remain in the barn 
during the entire winter. I never allowed one 
to be killed nor to be frightened by any one, 
as they destroyed more mice than a cat would 
catch. I had been taught that owls could not 
see during the time between sunrise and sun-
set ; but I learned by personal observation 
that they can see in the daytime as well as I 
can. Here is a case in point : My barn was 
forty feet long, having posts eighteen feet high,  

with steep roof. I went on the mow, at the 
south end of the barn, to pitch some sheaves 
of oats to the barn floor. An owl was standing 
on the purlin beam at the north end of the 
barn. As I took up the first sheaf with the 
pitchfork, I saw a large mouse winking and 
blinking as any person .winks and adjusts his 
vision when he steps from a dark room to the 
sunlight. But before I could throw the sheaf 
of oats down, and get the pitchfork ready to 
strike the, mouse, that owl came like a dart 
from the farther end of the barn (not less than 
forty feet distant), swooped down and caught 
the mouse, and returned to his perch. 	Any 
person who is familiar with barn mice knows 
that they are swift of foot ; consequently, an 
owl must fly forty feet and seize a mouse before 
the little victim could get ready to run away, 
the bird would have to fly swiftly, which it did. 
Since that time I have always said, Do not de-
stroy the owls." 

The screech owl (Aluco flammeus) is one of 
the most widely spread of birds, and is the owl 
that has the greatest geographical range, in-
habiting almost every country in the world, 
Sweden and Norway, America north of latitude 
forty-five degrees, and New Zealand being the 
principal exceptions. Some specimens are 
brownish red, and others are gray. The varia-
tions of color are said to have no relation to 
age, sex, or season. 	This bird is a valuable 
friend to the farmer. 	It comes around his 
buildings in the evening in quest of mice, rats, 
and English sparrows. It will not molest our 
native song birds, unless its food supply be-
comes very limited. It lives very largely upon 
beetles, moths, grasshoppers, and other in-
jurious insects when they can be obtained. At 
other times, mice, shrews, moles, rats, and 
chipmunks become its victims. 	In mild 
weather in winter it hunts very industriously, 
and stores up its game for use during the preva-
lence of storms or severe cold waves. In 
summer it also feeds to some extent upon 
reptiles and fish. It is too small to commit 
any serious damage among poultry, unless it 
be to small chicks, which are usually concealed 
under the maternal wings when it makes its 
nocturnal visit to the farmyards. So rarely 
does it attempt to carry away chickens or game 
fowl, that it may be regarded as perfectly 
harmless.— American Youth. 

A SHIP PIERCED BY A SWORDFISH. 

A CURIOUS account of the injury sustained 
by a vessel from the thrust of a swordfish has re-
cently been reported by the captain of the Nor-
wegian bark " Lorenzo." The sword, or pro-
jecting bone, of the fish passed through the 
metal sheeting of the hull, through six inches 
of planking, and three inches of inside ceiling. 
The sword was found firmly wedged into the 
hole it had made, and when extracted with 
some difficulty, it was found to be twenty inches 
in length and of an oval shape. The larger 
end measured five inches in diameter; and the 
sharp point two and one-half inches in circum-
ference. The water made a passage for itself 
at the side of the sword, and it was found nec-
essary to work the pumps at intervals of six 
hours to keep the vessel afloat.—Scientific 
American. 

GOOD habits formed in childhood are easily 
carried up into manhood. 

RESTRAINT is the golden rule of enjoyment. 
—L. F. Landon. 

THE root of all discontent is self-love.—
J. F. Clarke. 
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TRUE BEAUTY. 

THERE are beautiful minds that love the Lord, 
And seek to understand his word ; 
There are beautiful lives that truly show 
The life of Jesus here below. 

There are beautiful hands, so brave and true, 
Willing ever kind deeds to do ; 
There are beautiful eyes so full of love, 
That seek to lead to God above. 

There are beautiful feet that gladly go 
To lift up those who 've fallen low ; 
And beautiful faces shining so fair, 
Because the love of Christ beams there. 

MRS. A. L. FORBES. 

THE SAINTS SHALL INHERIT 

THE EARTH. 

THE most glorious encouragment in God's 
word for those who desire to be saved is found 
in the precious promises given by God through 
his beloved Son : "According as his divine 
power hath given unto us all things that per-
tain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory 
and virtue : whereby are given unto us ex-
ceeding great and precious promises ; that by 
these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is 
in the world through lust." 2 Peter I : 3, 4. 

It is useless to speculate on things which 
God has not revealed, but it is the good pleas-
ure of our heavenly Father that we should 
diligently read and dwell upon the precious 
truths and promises given in his word. For 
this purpose they were written, and to do this is, 
through the blessing of God, a powerful means 
of strengthening our faith. " The secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God : but those 
things which are revealed belong unto us and 
to our children forever." Deut. 29 : 29. 

" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
him. But God hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit." I Cor. 2: 9, 1o. The Holy 
Spirit having guided the prophets and apostles 
in revealing heavenly things, we may now pro-
claim them for the encouragement of the chil-
dren of God. " For the prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man : but holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost." 2 Peter 1 : 21. " Blessed is he that 
readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are 
written therein : for the time is at hand." 
Rev. 1 : 3. 

THE PROMISE OF GOD. 

"And the Lord said unto Abram, after that 
Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine 
eyes, and look from the place where thou art 
northward, and southward, and eastward, and 
westward : for all the land which thou seest, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever." 
Gen. 13 : 14, 15. "And I will give unto thee, 
and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein 
thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for 
an everlasting possession ; and I will be their 
God." Gen. 17 : 8. The promise of God to 
Abraham cannot be moved. He has promised 
unto Abraham and his seed all the land of 
Canaan for an everlasting possession. This 
precious promise was repeated to Isaac : " So-
journ in this land, and I will be with thee, and  

will bless thee ; for unto thee, and unto thy 
seed, I will give all these countries, and I will 
perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham 
thy father ; and I will make thy seed to multi-
ply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto 
thy seed all these countries ; and in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." 
Gen. 26: 3, 4. 

God gave unto Abraham the promise of 
Messiah, " And in thy seed shall all the na-
tions of the earth be blessed." Gen. 22 : 18. 

This seed is Christ. Gal. 3: 16. But God 
has also promised all these countries to Abra-
ham, and he has affirmed his promise with an 
oath; and just as surely as the promise con-
cerning Christ was fulfilled in due time, so 
surely the promise of the land will also be ful-
filled in God's own time. The Lord has given 
the heirs of the promise two immutable things 
as a sure foundation for their hope,-the im-
mutability of his counsel, and the oath which 
he sware unto Abraham. Heb. 6 : 17, 18 ; 
Gen. 22 : 16, 17. 

This promise was also repeated to Jacob : 
" I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, 
and the God of Isaac : the land whereon thou 
liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed." 
Gen. 28: 13. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
will obtain the land of Canaan for an everlast-
ing possession. This is the sure promise of 
the Scriptures, and they cannot be broken. 

The beginning of the first part of the prom-
ise,- "In blessing I will bless thee, and in 
multiplying I will multiply thy seed" (Gen. 
22 : 17),-he obtained through faith and pa-
tience. He obtained a son, Isaac, of whose 
seed Christ was born. "And so, after he had 
patiently endured, he obtained the promise." 
Heb. 6 : 15. But the second part of the prom-
ise,- that Abraham and his seed should inherit 
the land,-he has not obtained yet. " When 
his [Abraham's] father was dead, he removed 
him into this land, wherein ye now dwell. 
And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, 
not so much as to set his foot on : yet he 
promised that he would give it to him for a 
possession, and to his seed after him." Acts 
7 :  4, 5. " By faith Abraham, when he was 
called to go out into a place which he should 
after receive for an inheritance, obeyed. . . . 
By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, 
as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of 
the same promise : for he looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God." Heb. 	: 	o. "These 
all died in faith, not having received the prom-
ises, but having seen them afar off, and were 
persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth." Verse 13. 

Abraham looked for the city which God has 
built, the heavenly Jerusalem. He knew that 
it would come down from heaven to adorn the 
new earth, and to be the great joy of the peo-
ple of God. Abraham was a stranger and 
pilgrim on the earth, but he understood from 
the promises of God that he would obtain a 
better country. 	"For they that say such 
things declare' plainly that they seek a country. 
And truly, if they had been mindful of that 
country from whence they came out, they 
might have had opportunity to have returned. 
But now they desire a better country, that is, 
an heavenly : wherefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God : for he hath prepared for 
them a city." Heb. II : 14-16. 

The eternal home of God's children is called 
a heavenly country because the heavenly city 
will beautify the new earth when it is filled 
with the glory of God. The new earth is the 
heavenly country which God has promised  

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their seed, or 
all of God's dear children, for an everlasting 
possession. This is seen further by the follow-
ing precious promise : " For the promise, that 
he should be the heir of the world, was not to 
Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith." Rom. 
4: 13. 

This text shows plainly that the promise 
takes in not only the land of Canaan, but the 
whole earth. It also reveals the blessed fact 
that the promise is made ours by faith - faith 
in the dear Redeemer who gave his life on 
Calvary for you and me. He invites every 
one to look and live. How precious ! There 
is life in a look. And if we continue to look 
to Jesus, we shall be made like him ; for we 
are changed by beholding, from glory to glory, 
until we stand before the throne of God, 
robed in immortality. 2 Cor. 3 : 18. 

J. G. MATTESON. 

NOT what others are, but what we are and 
continue to be, is the test of our discipleship 
as true followers of Christ. 

OPPORTUNITY is given for poor sinners to 
become heirs of God, and obtain an eternal 
home in the earth made new. Let us praise 
God for his glorious plan of salvation. Let us 
accept his merciful offer, and not reject it in 
unbelief. "Take heed, brethren, lest there be 
in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in de-
parting from the living God. But exhort one 
another daily, while it is called To-day ; lest 
any of you be hardened through the deceitful-
ness of sin." Heb. 3 :  12, 13. 

" THOSE that wait upon the Lord, they shall 
inherit the earth ; " " The meek shall inherit 

. the earth ; and shall delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace ; " "Their inheritance 
shall be forever ; " " For such as be blessed of 
him shall inherit the earth." Ps. 37 : 9, II, 
18, 22. "Thy people also shall be all right-
eous : they shall inherit the land forever." Isa. 
6o : 21. " Nevertheless we, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness." 2 Peter 
3 : 13. 

WHEN our sins are forgiven through faith in 
the blood of Christ, and the commandments 
of God are written in the heart (Heb. 8 : 1o), 
then we delight in the law of God after the 
inward man. Rom. 7: 22. And when we 
through the Spirit overcome evil, we are indeed 
the sons of God. Rom. 8 : 13, 14. " And if 
children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together." 
Verse 17. "And if ye be Christ's, then are ye 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise." Gal. 3: 29. 

JESUS has made us his heirs if we are meek. 
He made a testament, or will, and died for us ; 
and by his death his will becomes of force. 
"For this cause he is the mediator of the new 
testament, that . . . they which are called 
might receive the promise of eternal inherit-
ance. For where a testament is, there must 
also of necessity be the death of the testator. 
For a testament is of force after men are dead : 
otherwise it is of no strength at all while the 
testator liveth." Heb. 9: 15-i7. Therefore 
Jesus said, the night he was betrayed, " For 
this is my blood of the new testament, which 
is shed for many for the remission of sins." 
Matt. 26 : 28. This is " the blood of the 
everlasting covenant." Heb. 13 :  20. It is 
received by faith ; for without faith it is im-
possible to please God. Heb. I I : 6. 
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LESSON 6.-THE WORLDLY SANCTU-

ARY (CONTINUED) ; ITS SERVICE. 

(February 9, 1895.) 

MEMORY VERSES.-Lev. 16: 29, 3o, 33. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.-Before tak-
ing up the service of the sanctuary, it would be well 
again to go over the ground that was covered by the 
first five lessons, asking such questions as the follow-
ing : Who had charge of the work of building the sanctu-
ary ? What were its dimensions ? Of what were its 
walls composed? What made them firm ? How was 
it covered? What was the size of each apartment? 
How large was the court ? How made ? What furni- 
ture did it contain ? Which was nearer than the other 
to the sanctuary ? What stood at the right as the priest 
entered the tabernacle ? At the left ? In front ? How 
were the priests selected ? How dressed? 

SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDY.- I. Read Leviticus 4, and 
note what verses tell of sin offerings for a priest ; for 
the whole congregation ; for a ruler ; for the common 
people. In each case, who slew the victim ? What 
was done with the blood? with the fat ? with the car-
cass ? What choice of animal was given to the com-
mon people ? 2. Besides these special offerings for sin, 
what offerings were made every day ? Ex. 29  :  38-42 ; 
30: 1-8. 3. The great day of atonement is a subject 
that should be thoroughly mastered. Its services are 
described in Leviticus 16. Read the chapter carefully, 
and note how the services differed from the services on 
other days. Note carefully the points of difference. 
What was this service for ? How was the day ob-
served ? Lev. 23 : 27-32 will tell you what the day was 
called. 4. Heb. 4 : 14 ; 8 : I, 2 ;  9 : 9-11 will tell you 
what the services meant. Read the texts, and decide 
for yourself. 5. Please begin to read at the bottom of 
page 351 of " Patriarchs and Prophets," subscription 
edition, or at the bottom of page 329 popular edition, 
and you will find very interesting and profitable read-
ing on this subject to the end of the chapter. 

OFFERINGS FOR SIN. 

I. IF a priest sinned, what offering was re-
quired of him ? Lev. 4 : 3. 

2. What was first done with the offering? 
Verse 4. 

3. What was done with the blood ? Verses 
5-7- 

4. If the whole congregation sinned, what 
service was performed ? Verses 13-21. 

5. When a ruler sinned, what offering was 
required of him ? Verses 22, 23. 

6. When one of the common people sinned, 
what choice was given him in making an offer-
ing? Verses 27, 28, 32. 

7. What promise was made to those who 
brought the required offering? Verse 35. 

DAILY MINISTRATION. 

8. What ministration was performed day 
by day throughout the year? Ex. 29 : 38, 39, 
42  ; 30 : I, 7, 8. (See note 1.) 

9. Where was this service performed ? 
Heb. 9 : 6. 

DAY OF ATONEMENT. 

1o. Who only went into the second apart-
ment of the sanctuary ? Verse 7. 

I I. How often did he enter there ? 
12. What offerings were made at that time ? 

Lev. 16 : 2-5. 
13. What was done with each ? Verses 

6-1o. 
14. What was done with the blood of the 

goat of the sin offering ? Verses 15, 18, 19. 
15. What was accomplished by this service ? 

Verses 16-19. (See note 2.) 
16. What was then done with the live goat? 

Verses 20-22. 
17. At what time in the year was this service 

performed ? Verses 29, 3o. (See note 3.) 
18. How was the day to be observed ? Verse 

31- 

19. What was it called ? Verse 33 ; Lev. 
23 : 27-32. 

THE ANTITYPE. 

20. What is that tabernacle and its service 
called? Heb. 9 : 9. 

21. In what did the service consist ? Verse 
1o. 

22. How long was it to continue? Same 
verse. 

23. When was the sanctuary destroyed ? 
Dan. 9 : 25, 26. (See note 4.) 

24. What sanctuary has taken its place ? 
Heb. 8 : I, 2. 

25. How does it compare with the worldly 
sanctuary ? Heb. 9 : I I. 

26. Who ministers in it as our High Priest ? 
Heb. 8 : I, 2 ; 9 : II ; 4 : 14. 

• 
NOTES. 

1. The daily ministration embraced the 
regular morning and evening burnt offering 
(Ex. 29 : 38-43), the burning of sweet incense 
on the golden altar of incense every morning 
when the high priest dressed the lamps, and 
every evening when he lighted them (Exodus 
3o), the additional work appointed for the 
Sabbaths of the Lord, and the annual sabbaths, 
new moons, and feasts (Numbers, chapters 28, 
29), besides the particular work to be accom-
plished for individuals as they should present 
their offerings throughout the year.- The 
" Sanctuary and Its Cleansing," p. 203. 

2. In the sin offerings presented during the 
year, a substitute had been accepted in the 
sinner's stead ; but the blood of the victim 
had not made full atonement for the sin. It 
had only provided a means by which the sin 
was transferred to the sanctuary. By the 
offering of blood the sinner acknowledged the 
authority of the law, confessed the guilt of his 
transgression, and expressed his faith in Him 
who was to take away the sin of the world ; 
but he was not entirely released from the con-
demnation of the law. On the day of atone-
ment the high priest, having taken an offering 
for the congregation, went into the most holy 
place with the blood, and sprinkled it upon 
the mercy seat, above the tables of the law. 
Thus the claims of the law, which demanded 
the life of the sinner, were satisfied. Then in 
his character of mediator the priest took the 
sins upon himself, and, leaving the sanctuary, 
he bore with him the burden of Israel's guilt. 
At the door of the tabernacle he laid his hands 
upon the head of the scapegoat, and confessed 
over him " all the iniquities of the children of 
Israel, and all their transgressions in all their 
sins, putting them upon the head of the goat." 
And as the goat bearing these sins was sent 
away, they were with him regarded as forever 
separated from the people. - "Patriarchs and 
Prophets," pp. 355, 356. 

3. The seventh month, Jewish time, comes 
in the autumn of the year, because the sacred 
year, as reckoned by the Jews, began in the 
spring. 

4. When Christ, the Lamb of God, died on 
Calvary, the earthly sanctuary and its service 
had fulfilled its purpose. Type had reached 
antitype, and " the vail of the temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom." Matt. 
27: 5o, 51. This miraculous token was to 
signify that the temple at Jerusalem was no 
longer to be considered as the center of ac-
ceptable worship to God, although the temple 
service was kept up by the Jewish people until 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans 
under Titus, in A. D. 70. 

IF Christ can save us from past sin, can not 
he save us from committing sin ? 

THE POWER OF LOVE. 

A BEAUTIFUL illustration of the power of 
love is furnished by the following observation 
which the writer made some time ago. One 
day, near a barn, several men were busied in 
the yard at trying to loose a wagon, the wheels 
of which had been frozen fast into a puddle of 
ice. One of them went to work with hammer 
and axe, and after a great deal of labor, suc-
ceeded in setting one of the wheels free, at 
least sufficiently to revolve it, yet not without 
damaging it quite a little. 	But after awhile a 
woman came from the house with a lot of hot 
water which she poured on the spokes. 
Quickly the wheels were completely thawed 
out by the heated water, whereupon the by-
standers loudly praised the woman for her 
wisdom, and she deserved it. But there was a 
deeper lesson in that little experience which 
we all can profit by ; it is this : the warming, 
winning influence of genuine Christian love, and 
a godly walk and conversation, are far better to 
melt a hardened and sinful heart to repentance 
than any carnal or violent weapons of man's 
invention, or any self-righteous chiding or up- 
braiding. 	Let us then be so filled with the 
love of God ourselves ; and by virtue of his 
love and Spirit within us, be a savor of life 
unto life to all with whom we come in contact, 
that by all means we may win some to Christ. 

MORAL FIRMNESS IS POWER. 

COMMENTING on the exposure of the political 
corruptions evidently practised for years with 
impunity in New York City, the Youth's Com-
panion says : - 

" No political event of this century has ex-
cited more universal satisfaction among good 
men of all parties than the overthrow of the 
corrupt machine' in New York City. How 
came it about ? 

" Now that the great work has been accom-
plished, every one acknowledges the agency of 
one man ; not in effecting the magnificent . 
revolution, but in shaming the rest of the city 
into activity, and in forcing his fellows to help 
him rid the metropolis of its disgrace. 

" Why should we not name him ?- Rev. Dr. 
Parkhurst. Not a politician in the usual sense 
of the word ; not even what is commonly 
known as a 'man of the world ' - at the be-
ginning of his work deemed a harmless, quix-
otic crank,' by some who really wished he 
could succeed ; laughed at as one more clerical 
meddler with what did not concern him, by the 
mighty saloon-keepers who ruled New York. 

" Then it was actually the voice of one cry-
ing in the wilderness. 

" He was not afraid to lift up his voice ; 
obloquy and ridicule had no effect upon him. 
He knew he was right, and he compelled men 
to listen. He laid bare the iniquities of the 
city ring until it became disgraceful for men 
to uphold those who were even remotely con-
nected with the ring. 

" The lesson of it all is obvious. It applies 
to many cities beside New York. It concerns 
many men who are indifferent tp municipal 
corruption. It is to be remembered when the 
leeches again fasten tfremselves to the New 
York City treasury - as they will. If the les-
son does not teach itself, no words of ours can." 
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BABY'S SWINGING SONG. 

BY-LOW, swing low, 
In sunny Babyland ; -- 

The spider swings and spins and swings 
His web in Wonderland ; 

The birdie swings and prunes his wings 
In leafy Fairyland; 

The dainty baby softly swings — 
By-low, swing low, 

In sunny Babyland ! 

By-low, swing low, 
0 babes in Babyland ; 

The spider's spinning, swinging day 
Is short in Wonderland ; 

The swaying bird, with joyous lay, 
Swift flits through Fairyland ; 

And dainty babes, a-swinging too — 
By-low—soon go 

Afar from Babyland. 
MYRTA B. CASTLE. 

A WISE CONCLUSION. 

SAID Peter Paul Augustus : " When I am 
grown a man, 

I '11 help my dearest mother the very best I 
can. 

I '11 wait upon her kindly. She '11 lean upon 
my arm ; 

I '11 lead her very gently, and keep her 
safe from harm. 

"But when I think upon it, the time will be 
so long," 

Said Peter Paul Augustus, " before I 'm tall 
and strong, 

I think it would be wiser to be her pride and 
joy 

By helping her my very best while I 'm a 
little boy." 

— Sydney Dayre. 

A MANLY YOUTH. 

IT was a crowded railway station 
and a raw December day. Every 
few minutes the streescars emptied 
their loads at the door, and gusts of 
cold wind came in with the crowd. 
All hurried as they entered. All were 
laden with bag, basket, box, bundle. 
Shivering groups stood about the great 
round stove in the center of the room. 
A small boy called, " Tillygram and 
Broken Needle," which last meant the 
Brooklyn Eagle. Another boy 
shouted, " Cough candy and lozenges, 
five cents a paper." 

Every few minutes a stream of 
people flowed out through the door, 
near which a young man stood and yelled, 
" Rapid transit for East New York." 

The gate was kept open but a moment, and 
closed again when enough persons had passed 
through to fill the two cars upon each train. 
Those so unfortunate as to be farthest from the 
door must wait until next time. Among those 
unfortunate ones was an old Swedish woman, in 
the heavy shoes and short frock of her native 
northland. She had heavy bundles, and, though 
she had a place so near the door that many 
pushed against her, could not seem to get out. 
Her burden was too heavy for her to hold as 
she stood, and when the rush came, and she 
seized one package from the floor by her side, 
she dropped the other, and in trying to get it, 
some one crowded, and pushed her aside. The 
bundle was in the way; an impatient foot kicked 
it beyond her reach, and before she could re-
cover it again, the door was shut. The kind 
old face looked pitifully troubled. 

Suddenly, as she bowed her old gray head to 
lift the abused bundle from the floor, a bright, 
boyish face came between her and her treasure, 
and a pair of strong young hands lifted it to 
her arms. Surprise and delight struggled in the 
old wrinkled countenance, and a loud laugh 
came from two boys whose faces were pressed 
against the window outside the gate. 

" See there, Harry ; see Fred ; that's what 
he dashed back for ! " 

" No ! you don't say so ! I thought he went 
for peanuts." 

" No, not for peanuts or pop-corn, but to 

pick up an old woman's bundle. Isn't he a 
goose ? " 

" Yes. What business has she to be right in 
the way with her bundles ? I gave one a good 
kick." 

" Here comes the train. Shall we wait for 
him, Harry ?" And they pounded on the win-
dow, and motioned Fred to come out. 

But he shook his head, and nodded toward 
the little old woman at his side. He had her 
bundles, and her face had lost its anxious look, 
and was as placid as the round face of a holiday 
Dutch doll. 

" Come along, Fred ! come along ! You '11 
be left again." 

" Never mind, boys; off with you. I'm 
going to see her through." 

And they went. And Harry repeated to 
Dick, as they seated themselves in the 
train : — 

" Is n't he a goose ? " 

" No ! " was the indignant answer , " he's a 
man, and I know another fellow who 's a goose, 
and that 's I ; and Fred makes me ashamed 
of myself." 

" Pooh, you didn't mean anything. You 
only gave it a push." 

" I know it ; but I feel as mean as if Fred 
had caught me picking her pocket." 

The train whirled away. The next one came. 
" Rapid transit for East New York ; all 
aboard ! " shouted the man at the door. 

The gate was opened. There was another 
rush. In the crowd was an old Swedish 

woman, but by her side was Fred 
Monroe. He carried the heavy, bur-
den ; he put his lithe young figure be-
tween her and the press. With the 
same air he would have shown toward 
his own mother, he "saw her 
through." And when the gate shut, 
I turned to my book with a grateful 
warmth at my heart that, amid much 
that is rude, chivalry still lives as the 
crowning charm of a manly youth.—
Silver Cross. 

AN ORIENTAL JUDGMENT. 

A YOUNG man going on a journey 
intrusted a hundred dinars to an old 
man. When he came back, the old 
man denied having had any money de-
posited with him, and he was brought 
before the cadi (judge). 

" Where were you, young man, 
when you delivered this money ? " 

" Under a tree." 
"Take my seal, and summon the 

tree," said the judge, " and the tree 
will obey when you show it my seal." 

The young man went in wonder. 
After he had been gone some time, 
the cadi said to the old man : " He 
is long. 	Do you think he has got 
there yet ? " 

" No," said the old man ; " it is 
some distance. He has not got there 
yet." 

" How knowest thou, old man," 
cried the cadi, " where that tree is ? " 

The young man returned, and said 
the tree would not come. 

" It has been here, young man, 
and given its evidence. The money 
is thine." 

THE LITTLE BOOTBLACK. 

A HUNDRED years ago there lived a 
little boy in Oxford whose business 
it was to clean the boots of the stu-
dents of the famous university there. 

He was poor, but bright and smart. 
Well, this lad, whose name was George, 

grew rapidly in favor with the students. 	His 
prompt and hearty way of doing things, and 
his industrious habits and faithful deeds, won 
their admiration. They saw in him the prom-
ise of a noble man, and they proposed to 
teach him a little every day. Eager to learn, 
George accepted their proposal, and he soon 
surpassed his teachers by his rapid progress. 
" A boy who can blacken boots well can study 
well," said one of the students. 	" Keen as a 
briar," said another ; " and pluck enough to 
make a hero." 

But we cannot stop to tell of his patience'and 
perseverance. He went on, as the song goes:—

" One step and then another," 

until he became a man — a learned and elo-
quent man, who preached the gospel to admir-
ing thousands. The little bootblack beCame 
the renowned George Whitefield.— Selected. 
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OUR LANGUAGE. 

IN SEVEN PARTS.—PART V. 

The Norman Conquest and Subse- 

quent Periods. 

IN the year 1041 Edward the Confessor, 
whose mother was of Norman parentage, be-
came king of England, and introduced many 
Norman customs he had learned in the courts 
of Normandy, where he had, been educated. 
When Edward died, William the Conqueror, 
Duke of Normandy, laid claim to the English 
throne, and the question was decided in his 
favor in a decisive battle on the field of Has-
tings in io66. The language of Normandy 
then predominated in England in the courts of 
justice, in schools, and in refined circles. 
The Saxon language was considered to be a 
vulgar tongue. 

The common people hated their conquerors 
as well as their language, and held to their 
own tongue for many years. But time heals 
the deepest wound ; so, after a period of one 
hundred and fifty years, the Saxons became 
more favorable to the Normans. The Norman-
French, as compared to the Saxon tongue, was 
much-  better adapted to the ballads and songs 
which pleased the people of that time so much ; 
and the Saxons, perceiving its advantages, 
were led to enrich their vocabulary by the ad-
dition of words from that language. Five 
thousand words from the Norman-French were 
added during the Transition period. 

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries a 
revolution in public sentiment occurred, which 
turned in favor of the English tongue, and it 
became the official language of the country. 
Not long after the Conquest, Saxon literature 
was suppressed ; but in the fourteenth century 
it was again revived, and the first English work 
of this period,— the " Travels of Sir John 
Mandeville," — was published in 1356. 

Wicliffe's translation of the Bible followed 
in 1380. Chaucer also used his native tongue 
in his poetical works ; but the form of the lan-
guage in which these authors wrote could 
hardly be identified with the English of. to-day. 
In the Middle English period, from 1362 to 
155o, conservatism was the rule, and but few 
grammatical changes were effected. The 
plural form you, as applied to a single person, 
was first used in the place of thou and thee, 
during this period. 

The Modern English period reaches from 
155o to our own time. Among the most im-
portant changes that may be noticed are 
extensive additions to the. vocabulary; estab-
lishing and simplifying the forms of spelling; 
also a few grammatical changes have been 
made. Some of the changes which have been 
effected during this period are the substitution 
of are for be (we are for we be), and of s for 
th ; as loves, instead of the old form loveth for 
the present indicative. Also its as the pos-
sessive of it was quite early in the period 
introduced in the place of the old form his. 
According to the old form of declension, the 
nominative was hit, possessive his. The 
authorized version of the Bible does not con-
tain the form its ; Milton used it only three 
times, and Shakespeare ten times. 

A. R. WILCOX. 

THE Corean is ranked as a man by his hat. 

PHYSIOGNOMY. 

PHYSIOGNOMY, as defined by Webster, is (i) 
the art or science of discerning the character 
of the mind from the features of the face; (2) 
particular expression of countenance. There 
are, then, two kinds of physiognomy, which 
may be termed active and passive — active 
physiognomy being the art, itself ; while the 
passive is the particular expression of counte-
nance by which the real character is discerned. 

Everything that is visible is stamped with its 
own peculiar physiognomy. But perhaps the 
term "physiognomy" should not be applied 
scientifically to anything that has not a me-
dium degree of intelligent or instinctive life. 
Inanimate things may have form and color, 
but they lack expression, which is the distin-
guishing feature of physiognomy. It is neces-
sary to have both form and expression. Form 
reveals the general character, quality, or con-
dition ; and expression, the mind or dispo-
sition. 

Physiognomy is a descriptive sign, as it 
were, which the divine Being has written, in 
plain characters, upon the face of every living 
thing, for the benefit of others. It might be 
termed a window in the outer man, through 
which we look, and see the character of the 
inner one. By it we also determine the nature 
of inanimate objects. 	Thus, for instance, 
when we look at a piece of iron or any other 
mineral, we do not take it to be wood ; we 
distinguish the one from the other by its ap-
pearance. But this is physiognomy only in a 
low degree. The term, as generally used, in 
its strictest sense, is applied to the study of 
human nature. The science is used with re-
gard to animals but very little. However, it 
would be a great help to all who are engaged 
in the handling of stock, if they were better ac-
quainted with it. The spirit, activity, and 
strength of a horse can be determined by its 
facial expression and physical development, 
just as easily as we discover similar conditions 
in a human being. 

The study of the art is a very deep one ; so 
much so that some think it quite-impossible to 
ascertain, with any degree of accuracy, the nat-
ure or character of a person by means of it. 
The reason given for this belief is that human 
nature is so varied, each person being the pos-
sessor of a distinct character, anti differing 
from every other, just as in looks, that no gen-
eral rule can be given that will apply to all 
men alike. But we may lessen the difficulty 
very much if, in our study of the matter, we 
take into consideration the fact that there are 
certain types of character, and that every one 
belongs to one or the other of these types. 
Or, at least he partakes more of the qualities 
of one than of another ; so when we under-
stand any certain type, we have the key which 
will unlock the door to the general character 
of every person who belongs to that cast, or 
type. Then there are certain other principles 
that lie at the foundation of human nature, 
whose existence or manifestation will be ap-
parent to a greater or less extent in individual 
character. Thus size and quality usually 
measure the power of a person. Again : 
coarseness or fineness, or, in other words, the 
texture of the body, indicates the condition of 
the mind ; also certain forms or shapes accom-
pany special conditions of character. These 
principles and manifestations are the same 
throughout the human race ; so if we once un-
derstand them, and learn just how to apply 
them, our conclusions will seldom be incorrect. 

The study of physiognomy is very interest-
ing ; and all the benefits to be derived from a 
thorough understanding of it, can hardly be 

estimated. Many a person has been ruined, 
homes have been destroyed, families broken 
up, and lives forever blighted or lost, all be-
cause of a lack of knowledge of this science. 
Men have been unable to understand the dark 
and mysterious movements of the shrewd 
schemer, who was working for their financial 
destruction, until too late; people have not 
known the real character of pretended friends, 
until their work was done, and their own 
downfall was complete. And all of this be-
cause they never studied human nature, and 
therefore could not read it. 	W. E. PERRIN. 

HE CURES DIPHTHERIA. 

THE eyes of all the world are upon Dr. 
Roux, the physician who has met with such 
success with his new method for curing diph-
theria, and Paris, the city of his labors, is ac- 
cordingly proud of him. 	It was not until the 
recent Congress of Hygiene, held at Budapest, 
that Dr. Roux gave to the world the results of 
his experiments in treating that dread disease, 
and it speaks well for his theories and discov-
eries that the two thousand five hundred 
physicians assembled in Budapest from all 
parts of the world seem to put faith in him. 

Dr. Roux is a young man not yet forty years 
old, but he has long been known for his 
valuable work in the Pasteur' Institute. 	He 
has been the assistant of Pasteur for fifteen 
years. 	Pasteur himself is only a chemist. 
When he came to study human diseases with 
his peculiar methods, it was necessary that he 
should have some trained physician with him. 
He applied to Vulpian, who was then at the 
height of his fame and at the head of the 
faculty of medicine in Paris. 	That eminent 
physician chose for him young Dr. Roux, who 
was but an unknown student. 

Fortunately the student was of the stamp of 
Pasteur himself. 	He is capable of working 
twelve.  or thirteen hours a day, week after 
week, and he is as curious to know as he is 
kten in understanding the results of his obser- 
vations. 	The discovery,  of the special poison 
of the microbe of diphtheria and croup was 
made by a German professor of Berlin, but he 
was unable to reduce it to a method of prac- 
tical vaccination. 	It is this which has occu- 
pied Dr. Roux for the last two years. Out of 
many hundreds of sick children, he has lost 
only one fifth, while the old methods scarcely 
cured one half of the cases, and often two 
thirds and more died. Considering how many 
children are brought to the hospital only when 
the disease is far advanced, he feels warranted 
in saying that not more than two out of one 
hundred need die under ordinary circumstances, 
if properly treated. 

All last winter his daily visits to the chil-
dren's hospital were enough to exhaust the 
strength of one man. 	But he was often seen 
in the•remote quarters of Paris at the bedside 
of little ones down with the terrible disease. 
Sometimes he has passed the whole night 
watching them. When the poor parents in the 
morning asked what they could give him, the 
famous physician darted out of the door, and 
disappeared, as if afraid even of their thanks. 
This disinterestedness, which he carries to an 
extraordinary degree, is known to all his asso-
ciates of the Institute. 

He is now at the head of the service, but as 
the Institute is always in want of funds, he 
does not even draw the small salary which is 
allotted him. His friends say that he belongs 
to another age, that he knows nothing of 
money, and cares less, and that he has given 
up his whole existence to serve science and 
humanity.— Exchange. 
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Do a kind deed every day ; guard well your 
words in all you say. 

THE man who does not give cheerfully may 
give all he has, and yet not give much of any-
thing. 

Do you practise the same kind of religion 
on the street that you are supposed to have at 
church ? 

No man truly loves the right who is not will-
ing to do right under all circumstances and at 
all hazards. 

•	 
To know Him who is the sum of all perfect-

ness is the highest felicity any mortal in this 
world is capable of. 

EVERY Christian should pray without ceas-
ing that he may do the will of God as perfectly 
as do the angels in heaven. 

IN this world much that is done faithfully 
and with the very best of intentions may seem 
to be useless ; but honest work is never wholly 
fruitless. 

IT is every man's duty so to guard his repu-
tation at all times that he can fall back on it 
confidently when it has to be exposed in the 
service of his Master. 

MERE morality is not unlike a Christmas-
tree,— its fruit is tied to the branches. Genu-
ine religion is a tree whose fruit is the organic 
product and vital expression of hidden roots 
anchored in a soil of spiritual fertility. 	Self- 
righteousness is a worm-eaten morality. 

WHICH ? 

READER, there are two ways of beginning 
the day — with prayer and without it. You be-
gin the day in one of these two ways. Which ? 

There are two ways of spending the Sabbath 
— idly and devotionally. You spend the Sab- 
bath in one of these ways. Which? 

There are two classes of people in the world 
— the righteous and the wicked. You belong 
to one of these two classes. Which ? 

There are two great rulers in the universe—
God and Satan. You are serving under one of 
these two great rulers. Which ? 

There are two roads which lead through 
time to eternity — the broad and the narrow 
road. 	You are walking in one of these two 
roads. Which ? 

There are two deaths which people die—
some " die in the Lord," others " die in their 
sins." 	You will die one of these deaths. 
Which ? 

There are two places to which people go — 
heaven and hell. 	You will go to one of these 
two places. Which ? 

Ponder these questions ; pray over them ; 
and may the issue be your salvation from " the 
wrath to come."— Parish. ,Visitor.' 

HOW TO SEEK SALVATION. 

AN old man once lost a bank-note in his 
barn. He looked for it several times, but 
could not discover it. At last he said to him-
self, " That note certainly is in the barn some-
where, and I will search for it until I find it." 
Accordingly he went to work, and carefully 
moved straw and hay, hour after hour, till he 
at last found the note. A few weeks after, the 
old man sat by his fire, musing over his spiritual 
state, for he felt he was not right with God. 
Turning.to  his wife he asked, " What must I 
do to become a Christian ?" " You must 
seek for it," she replied, "as you sought for the 
bank-note." The words made a deep impres-
sion on him. He followed her advice, and ere 
long was rich in spiritual joy and blessing.—
Mackey. 

A BOY'S RELIGION. 

IF a boy is a lover of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
though he can 't be a church officer, or a 
preacher, he can be a godly boy,— in a boy's 
way and in a boy's place. He need not cease 
to be a boy because he is a Christian. He 
may run, jump, climb, and make himself 
heard, like a real boy. 	But in it all he ought 
to be free from vulgarity and profanity. He 
ought to eschew tobacco in every form, and 
have a horror of intoxicating drinks. 	He 
ought to be peaceable, gentle, merciful, gener-
ous. He ought to take the part of small boys 
against the larger ones. 	He ought to dis- 
courage fighting. He ought to refuse to be a 
party to mischief, to persecution, or deceit. 
And above all things, he ought to show his 
colors. He need not always be interrupting a 
game to say he is a Christian, but he ought 
not to be ashamed to say that he refuses to do 
something because he fears God. 	He ought 
to take no part in the ridicule of sacred things, 
but meet the ridicule of others with a bold 
statement, because he feels the deepest rever-
ence for the things of God.— Great Thoughts. 

WON BY PERSEVERANCE. 

PROFESSOR MORRIS, who is at the head of 
the mechanical department of Cornell Univer-
sity, has a romantic history. When Hon. 
Chauncey M. Depew visited Cornell recently, 
he was claimed by Professor Morris as a 
superior officer, giving as the reason that he 
had formerly been an employee of the New York 
Central Railway. 

" How did you get here ? " asked Depew. 
" I fired on the New York Central. I stood 

on the footboard as an engineer on the Central. 
While a locomotive engineer, I made up my 
mind to get an education. I studied at night, 
and fitted myself for Union College, running 
all the time with my locomotive. 	I procured 
books, and attended as far as possible the 
lectures and recitations. 	I kept up with my 
class, and on the day of graduation I left my 
locomotive, washed up, put on the gown and 
cap, delivered my thesis, and received my 
diploma. 	I then put away my diploma, put 
the gown and cap in the closet, put on my 
working shirt, got on my engine, and made my 
usual run that day." 

" Then," says Depew, " I knew how he be-
came Professor Morris." 

Professor Morris has shown the world the 
secret of success, which is free to all. 	Hard 
work toward a noble end, making the most of 
each passing day, hour and moment,— this 
is the sure road to success.— Exchange. 

A GOOD rule to follow is this : " Be toward 
friends trustful ; toward God, believing." 

ARE THEY PLANETS ? 

THIS question is asked in a recent number 
of a leading weekly paper and answered some-
thing like this : — 

In the constellation Cygnus, which is 
plainly marked out to the eye by the figure 
called the Northern Cross, is a faint star, 
numbered 61, which was the first star whose 
distance from the earth was measured ; and 
which, notwithstanding its insignificant appear-
ance, is one of the nearest stars in all the 
heavens. 

Examined with the telescope, it is found 
to be composed of two nearly equal stars, 
which seem to be connected by their mutual 
attraction, so that they revolve slowly about 
their common center of gravity. They are, 
then, two suns, each considerably smaller than 
our sun, linked together by gravitation. 

Recently Professor Wilsing, at Potsdam, has 
discovered something very peculiar about this 
starry pair. He finds that there are periodical 
variations in the distance between the two stars 
which are not accounted for by their known 
relations one to the other, and which, he 
thinks, could be explained by supposing that 
there are one or more invisible bodies con-
nected with them. 

The thought that these invisible bodies 
may be planets is a natural one. The belief 
that there are planets revolving around some, 
at least, of the stars, is widespread. But the 
telescope has not yet been able to reveal any 
to our eyes. 

Their attraction, however, must have some 
effect upon the motion of the stars to which 
they belong, and in case they are very large 
and massive, such an effect might be percep-
tible to us. 

If the suspected invisible bodies connected 
with the double sun, 61 Cygni, are planets, they 
must be enormously larger and heavier than 
the earth. The possibility that a star which is 
comparatively so near us actually possesses 
planets, cannot but stir the most sluggish • im-
agination. 

" REDEEMING THE TIME." 

IF you are going to build a boat or a fort, 
or make a doll's dress, or a birthday present, 
you will have to make a definite beginning, 
will you not ? and keep on working at it, if it 
is ever to be finished. 	And if you are going 
to recite a history lesson in school to-morrow, 
it won't do to keep putting off looking at it till 
ten minutes before you go into class ; because 
then names and dates will be one confused 
jumble in your head, and you will make a fail- 
ure of the recitation. 	Simply intending to do 
a thing won't bring it about. 

Now it is just the same way about serving 
Christ. Probably not one of you boys and 
girls would say that you never intend to be a 
Christian. When you stop to think of it at all, 
you expect some day to give yourself, heart and 
soul, to Christ ; but now you simply drift 
along without doing anything. 

But drifting will not bring you to Him. You 
must make a definite beginning, just as you 
would with any other matter which is impor-
tant, and which you expect to make any prog- 
ress in. Do n't drift. 	Redeem the time, for 
it is precious. 	Start now, in this fresh year 
that God has given you, to serve him, and fill 
the years with loyal love and living ; and then 
what a record they will bear to God for you ! 
— Child's Paper. 

THE best lighted and most attractive streets 
are frequented the most; wear a smile and be 
pleasant if you want to be useful. 
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