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HOVERING ANGELS 
ANGELS round us, angel bands 
Guarding us with holy hands, 
Angels near us,— could we see, 
We would know their ministry; 
Angels o'er us,— what a world 
In the silences unfurled ! 
Angels hover everywhere, 
Guarding all with gentle care. 

When the bird the wave has dipped, 
And our feet have almost slipped, 
When we stumble in the way, 
And it seems a weary day, 
Lo ! swift messengers of light 
Make the changing vision bright; 
And, to greet our heavy eyes, 
Glory lights the arching skies. 

Read it,— thus the record stands,— 
Up they bear thee in their hands, 

Saving thee from 
danger's snare, 

Watching o'er thee 
everywhere. 

So God's ministers 
of love 

Guard us for the 
life above; 

Yet man knows not 
that he stands 

'Neath the hovering 
angel bands. 
B. F. M. SOURS. 

1•THE ROYAL 
CHINOOKS 

THE Prince and 
Princess of Chinook 
were born under 
more auspicious cir-
cumstances than 
their ancestors for 
many, generations 
back had been. The 
former princes and 
princesses had been 
accustomed to fight 
and flee for their 
lives from their ear-
liest infancy, and 
many of them were 
destroyed by their 
enemies before they 
reached an age at 
which they were 
able to protect themselves. But the Chinook 
family was a prolific one, and despite the great 
mortality among their youngest children, the 
family continued to grow larger each year. 

The custom of the family was that as soon as 
the children reached a vigorous youth, they should 
be sent abroad to remain till they were mated; 
and each year brought a company of brides and 
grooms back to their old home. On such occa-
sions, few of their old enemies would molest 
them; for the full-grown Chinooks, dressed in 
their bright silver armor, were rather formidable 
looking. But they had a new enemy, one whom 

they had never met before, and whose traps and 
snares were all strange to them. This enemy was 
strong and cunning, and against him the poor 
ChinOok that he marked for a victim was almost 
defenseless. He was a cannibal creature, and 
used the bodies of his victims for food. For ages 
he was the hereditary enemy of the Chinook 
family; but for ages he was satisfied when he 
had secured enough of their bodies for his present 
wants. 

Finally, however, one of these creatures dis-
covered a method by which the bodies of the 
Chinooks could be kept from decay for an in-
definite time. Then they conceived the idea of 
sending the canned Chinook salmon to their 
brother cannibals, some of whom lived thousands 
of miles from the haunts of the Chinook family. 
That called for a greater supply than could be 
secured in the old ways; but as soon as the 
demand existed, meri set about to devise new 
methods of securing the supply. 

When the young parties began to arrive from 

the sea, they found the shallow water near the 
mouth of the river patrolled by their pitiless ene-
mies, who were constantly stretching out seines 
in a semicircle, and drawing them to the shore, 
where the poor Chinooks that they inclosed were 
left to die upon the sand. Many escaped the 
seines, only to become entangled in the nets of 
the fishermen who were stationed above. If these 
also were passed in safety, and the fish succeeded 
in reaching the swift water of the upper river, 
they were met by a new danger,— the fish-wheel. 
This was a V-shaped inclosure built in shallow 
water near the shore. The open end was pointed 

down the stream, and at the other end was an-
chored a wheel something like the paddle-wheel 
of a steamboat. This wheel was kept in constant 
motion by the current of the river, and being 
armed with dip nets, it scooped up all the fish 
that came within its reach, and dumped them into 
a scow behind it. The few that escaped these 
almost ubiquitous traps were assailed by men 
who, armed with barbed spears, stood in the 
rapids, or beside the waterfalls near their spawn-
ing-grounds. 

Not many, alas ! of this royal family were able 
to run such a terrible gauntlet, and deposit their 
eggs in a favorable place near the source of some 
stream. Every couple that did succeed would 
leave from five thousand to fifteen thousand eggs; 
and if all these had hatched, and the young grown 
to maturity, there would probably have been no 
diminution of the supply. But many fishes, birds, 
and quadrupeds consider salmon eggs a dainty 
titbit, and devour them without compunction. 
After the young are hatched, they are very deli-

cate; and for the 
first few weeks the 
slightest injury is 
fatal, even if they 
succeed in escaping 
from their enemies. 
Under so many un-
favorable conditions, 
it is no wonder that 
the " runs " became 
smaller and smaller 
every year, and men 
began to fear that 
the species would 
soon become extinct. 

" We must build 
fish hatcheries," they 
said, " where we can 
guard the eggs, and 
protect the young till 
they are able to care 
for themselves." So 
they set to work to 
carry out this plan. 

Across a stream 
where the salmon 
were wont to run, 
they built a dam 
twenty feet high,—
high er than the 
strongest fish could 
1 e a p. When the 
royal Chinooks 

reached this dam, they could go no farther. 
They would not turn back; for instinct impelled 
them to strive to continue their course up the 
stream till they reached a favorable spawn-
ing-ground. To them the dam was virtually a 
prison, from which they could not escape. There 
they were allowed to remain till they were ready 
to spawn, when they were seined out, and robbed 
of their eggs. These eggs were deposited in long 
troughs, where they were supplied with an abun-
dance of water that was always kept at just the 
right temperature. In thirty-five days the young 
salmon began to appear. So successful was this 
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plan, that very often fully ninety per cent of the 
eggs secured became sturdy little fish, well able 
to care for themselves, before they left the pro-
tecting walls of the hatchery. 

It was under such circumstances as these that 
our Prince and Princess of Chinook were born. 
They were only about half an inch long, and what 
they could see of the big world looked so terrible 
to them that they wanted to dive down under 
something and hide. But there were thousands of 
other baby princes and princesses in the same 
trough, and nothing for any of them to hide 
under; so they tried to hide under one another. 
In a few weeks, however, they learned to distin-
guish between animate and inanimate objects; 
though they still thought that every moving thing 
was a foe, from which they must flee to the deep-
est and darkest place they could find. 

In two months they had grown to be handsome 
little creatures fully an inch long. Their bodies 
were cigar-shaped, but plump and symmetrical; 
and their silver sides were crossed by nine dark 
bars, which seemed to add the finishing touches 
to their delicate beauty. 

About this time a man came to the hatchery 
with an order for ten thousand of these baby 
salmon to be planted in a distant stream. The 
order read Oncorhynchus chavicha: but the man 

in charge knew that these words meant Chinook 
salmon, and proceeded forthwith to dip the requi-
site number from the trough where our prince and 
princess were playing hide-and-go-seek. They 
were terribly frightened to be dumped uncere-
moniously into a big tin can, and they tried their 
best to find some place to hide. But presently 
the can was covered up, and when they found 
themselves in darkness, they were not so fright-
ened. 

They had been in the can but a short time when 
the water began to get foul; and before they 
were given a fresh supply, the princess was so 
nearly suffocated that she was floating on the 
top of the water gasping for breath. After that, 
however, the man who had charge of them was 
more prompt about renewing the water, and 
though they often wished themselves back in the 
hatchery, they were quite comfortable. They were 
beginning to wonder if they were always going 
to be kept there, when the cover was taken from 
the can, and they were gently turned into a big 
stream of pure, sweet water. Then the prince 
and the princess darted away together, and hid 
in the shadow of a great rock. 

It was a pleasant place, with many hiding-places 
and plenty to eat. They were hungry, so they 
glided out of the shadow of the rock, where they 
had taken refuge, and began to eat. But before 
they were half through, the prince saw something 
big rushing through the water toward them. 
" Look out ! " he cried. And with a quick flit of 
their powerful little tails, they were back in the 
shadow of the friendly rock, where the big fish 
could not reach them. 

The whole winter passed, and the prince and 
princess had grown to four inches in length, and 
they began to be dissatisfied with the little stream 
where they lived. One day while they were rest-
ing beside the big rock, the prince said: " I have 
noticed that the water is always flowing past here 
in the same direction. It must be a big place 
where it .all goes. I wonder what it is like." 

" I have often thought of that myself," said 
the princess ; " suppose we go down, and see 
where it goes." 

" Do, young folks," said a big king salmon. 
who, in passing up the stream, overheard the 
conversation ; " by all means go to sea." 
Neither of them understood the joke, but they 
thought that they were encouraged to go. They 
would have liked to ask some questions of the 
incoming salmon ; but though they were a prince 

and princess, they felt rather timid about ap-
proaching the big kings and queens, and finally 
concluded to go and see for themselves. On their 
journey they saw so many strange and beautiful 
sights that seemed to bid them linger that they 
were a long time in making their way to the 
sea,— so long that they had grown to twice the 
size that they were when they started. 

" We are getting so big," said the prince, as 
they left the fresh water, and began to swim over 
a bed of gorgeously colored seaweeds, " that we 
don't need to be afraid any more. There are not 
many things that are big enough to eat us now." 

But just then they looked up, and saw a mon-
strous creature rushing toward them with its 
mouth wide open, showing two rows of great 
white teeth. Quick as a flash they were down 
among the seaweeds, where the shark could not 
reach them. 

" Oh, wasn't that a dreadful creature.! " gasped 
the princess, trembling with fear. 

" Yes," answered the prince, not a whit less 
frightened; " it was ten times as big as the big-
gest sturgeon I ever saw." 

" Let's go home," sobbed the princess. 

"All right," consented the prince, " but we 
can't start now ; for that big thing is up there 
waiting for us." 

But presently the " big thing " moved away 
in search of less agile prey; and with its disap-
pearance their courage came back, and finding 
an abundance of tempting food scattered about 
among the seaweeds, they soon concluded to stay 
in their new home. After that they grew rapidly. 

By and by came the time when they were 
quite grown up, and one spring morning they 
started on their homeward journey. 

How happy they were as they darted through 
the sweet, cool water of the river, or leaped into 
the air to describe a graceful curve and disap-
pear beneath the surface again! Perhaps they 
would not have been so happy had they known 
that this journey was to end in death. Yet so 
it was; for even had they escaped the nets and 
traps with which the river was lined, and reached 
their spawning-ground in safety, they would have 
died on the return journey; for salmon spawn 
but once. 

They were in the middle of the stream when 
they passed the seining-grounds, so that danger 
was passed. Once the king became entangled in 
a net ; but there was a weak spot in it, and a 
few vigorous strokes of his powerful tail broke 
several of the strings, and set him free. Once 
the queen was struck by a spear; but the spear-
man was a novice, and she received only a 
slight wound. 

When the journey began, they were careless. 
happy, and frolicsome; but by the time they 
were two months in the river, they had sobered 
down, and were swimming more industriously. 
They had tasted no food upon the journey; and 
though they were abundantly supplied with sur-
plus blood and fat when they left the sea, the 
long fast was beginning to tell upon them. 
They were now anxious to find some suitable 
place where the queen could deposit her eggs, 
and were swimming close to the bank of the 
river in search of the mouth of a smaller 
stream, when they suddenly found themselves 
in a passage that grew narrower as they ad-
vanced. But presently they saw an opening 
ahead, and darted through it — only to be 
scooped up in one of the nets of a fish-wheel. 
They lashed the net with their tails in their 
frantic efforts to escape; but the net was made 
to withstand just such struggles as theirs, and 
slowly the pitiless wheel lifted them higher and 
higher in the air. By the time the net that 
held them reached the top of the wheel, their 
strength was . exhausted, and they lay gasping 
for breath, but struggling no longer. Then as 
they began to descend, they thought that they 
might he again restored to the water. But in 
a few moments they were dumped into a scow 
on the top of a great heap of dead and dying 

salmon. 
Thus ended the lives of two Royal Chinooks. 

J. EDGAR Ross. 

TALKS TO OUR BOYS 

II 
WHEN boys make up their minds to become 

something, it is a good plan to think how to begin. 
You know how easy it is to do something we 
have done many times, and often what a strong 
desire one has to repeat an act once performed. 
There seems to be an exception to this rule, how-
ever,— when a boy first gets on skates. Any boy 
can fall down without effort, and even with-
out learning how. The rub comes when he tries 
to stand up. It usually requires little effort to learn 
to do something that would be better undone. 

But our actions, especially our best actions, 
depend largely on our habits — what we have 
done before. The human mind is so constituted 
that it refuses to go outside of regularly beaten 
paths unless compelled to do so. What a boy does 
for a number of times in youth, he is almost sure 
to do throughout his life. This being true, I 
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wish it could be impressed on the mind of every 
boy how important is everything he does. Few 
boys think seriously while they are young. This 
is one reason so few become truly great men. 
They form their habits before they have learned 
to think; and when they become of thinking age, 
they are bound by these habits. Even if they 
succeed in breaking away from them, evil habits 
still strongly influence the future life and thought. 
A boy who has any desire to become a manly 
man should learn to think while he is young. 

One of the first things a boy should be careful 
to cultivate is the habit of punctuality. I am sadly 
too well acquainted with one boy who always 
would say, " In a moment," or, " Pretty soon," or, 
" By and by," when asked to do anything,— and, 
as likely as not, he would never think of it again. 
Even if he remembered, he would not attend to 
it till he had waited a few moments. He did 
not intend to be disagreeable or slack; but the ef-
fect of this bad habit can yet be seen in his every-
day life, though he has fought against it for years. 
Many boys are forming the habit of " waiting 
a while " before doing anything they are told. 
They mean no harm, but it is so easily done. 
The sure result will be men who are not punctual, 
who never attend strictly to business, who accom-
plish nothing. Be up and doing ! Move immedi-
ately ! Dynamite would be no more valuable than 
so much sand, were it not that it acts, and acts 
quickly. When lightning strikes, it makes an im-
pression. 

I will mention another thing (some of you may 
call it a " little thing," but please wait a moment) 
that has a great influence on the after-life of a 
boy,— the habit of cleanliness. 

Small boys are apt to fall into the way of not 
bathing as often as they should. I have even 
known barefoot boys to go to bed without wash-
ing their feet,— provided mama did not know. 
Such a boy will not make an honest man unless 
he reforms. Do you wonder why ? — Because he 
does not act from principle. When mama is 
watching, he always " cleans up; " but if " no 
one knows," he doesn't care. 

Did you ever think, boys, that the person whose 
respect you most need is yourself? Live as long 
as you may, travel to the ends of the earth if 
you will, and you will never find any one else 
who will help you half so much if he thinks you 
are a man, and are honest; but who, if he knows 
you are a scoundrel, will not let you succeed if 
you try. 

Another thing: any one who is not particular 
about keeping clean, who allows himself to become 
careless, slovenly, and lazy, will carry those char-
acteristics into everything he does, and will finally 
become wicked and dishonest. Then be clean, 
boys ! Keep the dirt from under your nails, brush 
your teeth, keep your hair Smooth. You will 
find, as you grow up, that you will have much 
more influence with people if neatness and clean-
liness are a part of your character; better still, 
you will respect yourself more. Clean boys make 
clean men. Often a poor boy, friendless and un-
recommended, has obtained a favor or even a 
position, simply because he kept himself tidy, and 
looked like a gentleman. 

Cultivate courtesy. Be polite to one another 
in your play. It is just as easy, and it shows you 
so much more a man. But especially be thought-
ful, gentle, and respectful to old people. Nothing 
lifts a boy more in the estimation of any one 
whose good opinion is worth having, than to see 
him considerate of the feeble, the unfortunate, 
and the aged. I always think such a boy has a 
heart somewhere about him. He may have a 
ragged coat, a freckled face, and no shoes at all, 
but he is a gentleman at heart,— and you know, 
a walnut is all thrown away but the heart. True 
politeness consists not in forms and bows, but in 
being considerate of others' feelings, and never 
saying or doing things that would wound the most 
sensitive. 	 FLOYD BRALLIAR. 

COLLEGE PLACE YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETY 
ONE of the best meetings in the history of the 

young people's work at College Place was held 
in the college building last Friday evening, 
December 13. The study was that outlined in 
the INSTRUCTOR for the missionary service. After 
the opening exercises an interesting lesson was 
conducted on " Why the Spirit Is Given." Then 
followed short talks by several members on differ-
ent mission fields. The beginnings of the work 
in Palestine, and the needs there, were presented 
in an impressive manner; a plaintive plea for 
help was made by one of the girls for the women 
in India; Russia and our work there, and the 
school and mission efforts in Matabeleland, were 
dwelt upon by others of the young people. From 
every quarter the Macedonian cry for help is 
coming to us. Who will go? 

A few minutes was spent in locating on the 
large missionary map some of the places referred 
to, and after a song others were given an oppor-
tunity to speak. Each one was asked to state 
his choice of a mission field, and to this invitation 
a goodly number responded. This was the best 
part of the program. Should the anticipations 
of the evening be realized, the most favored 
people in foreign lands would be our southern 
Spanish neighbors, a number expressing them-
selves as being particularly interested in these 
countries. This is perhaps mainly due to the 
very interesting Spanish class now being con-
ducted in the college. Other lands were men-
tioned, among them Germany, Africa, and the 
Orient. Not a few thought that the home field 
was their place of labor, and the decided tenor 
of over half of the testimonies borne was, "Any-
where, dear Saviour, to work for thee." The 
first stanza of this song was sung to close. 

Another special consecration meeting was held 
after the morning preaching service on Sabbath. 
In view of the nearness of the week of prayer, 
the petitions were directed toward the end of 
special preparation for that time. A number of 
short prayers were offered, breathing a spirit 
of consecration, and then nearly all expressed in 
brief testimonies their decision to make this as 
well a week of prayer and heart-searching for 
themselves. 	 CLAUDE CONARD. 

BIBLE STUDY ON THE SIGNS OF THE 
SECOND ADVENT 

(January 12 -18, 
USING the blackboard or large sheet of paper, 

fill in the following outline : 
T. Will any be looking for the second ad-

vent? Two references. 
2. How will it overtake the worldly? Three 

references. 
3. Will there be signs? Two references. 
4. Signs in the heavens. Three references. 

(Let three members give brief his-
torical testimony on this.) 

5. Signs among the nations. Three refer-
ences. (Let members be invited to 
mention facts and information gleaned 
from books or papers showing how 
these signs have been and are being 
fulfilled.) 

6. Signs in the social and religious world. 
Two references. 

Will all our young people set themselves against 
the current of the world, and make sure of having 
the life and power of godliness? In view of the 
evidences and the conditions studied in this les- 

son, a testimony meeting — a consecration to serv-
ive — will surely be suggested. 

NOTE. — Let us get accustomed to turning 
through our books for facts and evidences. Our 
hooks are not simply to be read once, but are to 
be used. Many people have books which they do 
not use, and do not know how to use in study. 
As we take up these studies, we shall, I hope, 
learn where to look for information that we need 
to keep in mind. 

NOTE.— A fortnight ago Isa. 52: 4 was referred 
to in the outline of study, and all were invited 
to look up the historical evidence in the matter; 
for this scripture states that the Assyrian op-
pressed God's people in Egypt. Very likely many 
have found the explanation, but for the benefit 
of others I give a paragraph from a writer in the 
Century Magazine, quoted by Brother A. T. Jones 
on page 133 of his " Empires of the Bible." 
Speaking of Rameses, the Pharaoh who oppressed 
the Israelites most severely, the writer says: — 

" Having thus traced the probable origin of 
Rameses's ancestors on his father's side, by the 
aid of the Tablet of Four Hundred Years, back 
to Chaldea; and the lineage of his mother, by 
the aid of the marriage record of Amenophis, 
back to Mesopotamia; he might be regarded in 
respect to race as an Assyrian rather than an 
Egyptian, might he not? Are we aware that a 
verse exists in the Bible, reading,— 

" ' For thus saith the Lord God: 
" My people went down aforetirne into Egypt 

to sojourn there, 
"And the Assyrian oppressed them without 

cause,' which has always been an enigma?" 
The portraits of Rameses, which many may 

have seen, show him to have had a face of Asiatic 
type, quite different from the Egyptian. 

W. A. S. 

A HELP TO THE CHURCH 
ALL who have been following carefully that 

which has been presented concerning the young 
people's work will doubtless remember the two 
clearly defined points that have been set forth 
as the object of the whole movement; namely, 
the spiritual advancement of our young people, 
and the work which the young people themselves 
should do. The one thing to be guarded on 
every hand is the lowering of the standard, the 
bringing in of that which will hinder the direct 
accomplishment of the work to which we are 
pledged. 

It is always a source of encouragement to get 
a report which shows that the young people in 
any place have caught the real spirit of the move-
ment. The following extract from a letter from 
Mrs. M. D. McKee, of Grand Rapids, Mich., is 
one that is full of helpful suggestion to every 
society: — 

" Before receiving your letter, we were organ-
ized, and in full running order. We like the 
plan suggested very much. We have had un-
usually interesting meetings, and later a real 
revival. Every young person in the church has 
taken a stand for the truth. It is a precious 
flock. We long to see them built up, upon the 
solid rock of God's word, so they will stand. 
Our young people are engaged in six lines of 
work : — 

" 1. Gospel workers,— holding Bible readings 
or meetings. 

2. Visiting workers,— visiting the poor, sick, 
imprisoned, aged. 

" 3. House-to-house workers,— distributing pa-
pers, tracts, books, etc. 

" 4. Correspondence workers,— miss i on a r y 
writing and sending literature. 

" 5. Burden-bearers,— chopping wood, carrying 
coal, sweeping snow, etc., for helpless poor. 

" 6. Miscellaneous,— ready for any line of 
work. 
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"All are deeply interested, and the Lord is 
greatly blessing the entire church. Our secretary 
has spicy reports to read, and we have song serv-
ice, reports of labor, and Bible study. After the 
meeting there is a consecration service for any 
who wish to remain for private counsel or help. 
We have a fine missionary program for a special 
service during the week of prayer, to be conducted 
by the young people. Back of the pulpit we have 
the two mottoes, ' The Advent Message to the 
World in This Generation,' and ' Love Teaches 
the Way,' for our decorations, and with our map 
of the world, we are ready for our exercise. We 
trust that God will greatly bless us all. I long 
to see many dear young soldiers go out into the 
field as laborers in the Master's vineyard." 

Our great need is consecrated leaders for our 
young people. This report shows the possibilities 
of the work in every place. Do you notice that 
this says that " all are deeply interested, and the 
Lord is greatly blessing the entire church " ? 
That should be true everywhere. If rightly con-
ducted, the young people's work will be a help 
to every church. Let this work receive the con-
sideration in each place that its importance de- 
mands. 	 MRS. L. FLORA PLUMMER. 

TRY IT THIS WEEK 
LET no day pass without personal comfnunion 

with God. 
Begin each day by taking counsel from the 

word of God, if only one verse while you are 
dressing. 

Put away all bitter feelings and brooding over 
slights or wrongs, no matter from whom received. 

Have on your heart some person or cause for 
which you are pleading God's blessings each day. 

Let no opportunity pass without owning your 
Saviour before others, and modestly urging all 
to accept his service. 

Let no opportunity pass to say a kind word, 
do some kind deed, or at least smile upon those 
you meet. Do this, not affectedly, but sincerely, 
as unto the Lord. 

Guard well the door of your lips, that no un-
chaste word, jest, nor story, no slander nor cut-
ting• remark, no irreverent nor untruthful state-
ment, shall pass out.— Our Hope. 

DIVISION I — GEOLOGY 
Chapter XVI — The Physical Degeneration of Man 
1170. THAT man has rapidly deteriorated, both 

in size and longevity, is very apparent. Having 
already learned something of the change that 
has taken place among the animals and vegetables, 
it is not surprising that since with man lay the 
responsibility of this decline in nature, he should 
also suffer the results of the curse. 

1171. Living, as we do, within the confines of 
that short period known in Scripture as " the 
time of the end" (Dan. 12 :  4, 9, to), when there 
is to be a marked increase in human knowledge, 
we are apt to think that this same increase in 
inventive genius has not been of long duration, 
and consequently that our forefathers, many gen-
erations ago, were densely ignorant; but that is 
not the case. It is true that during the Dark 
Ages — this side of Christ — man so far departed 
from the knowledge of the living God, in pursuit 
of his own philosophy, that the darkest supersti-
tion and densest ignorance reigned. We are now 
emerging from that darkened period into the 
dawning light of the soon coming day of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. But go back, 
as far as we can trace the history of man, aside 
from the Biblical record, and we find our race 
possessed of an intelligence, and a knowledge  

concerning many of the arts and sciences, which 
equals, and in some cases surpasses, anything we 
now possess. 

1172. Prior to the flood the age' of man was 
measured by centuries, being six, eight, and nine 
hundred years; but after the flood, accompany-
ing his permission to eat the flesh of animals, his 
age rapidly dwindled to that of " threescore years 
and ten." At the present time the average life of 
man falls considerably below that mark. 

1173. What the stature of man was before 
the flood we do not know; but Moses, who lived 
at a time when men of immense proportions were 
evidently yet common, refers to those who lived 
at a still earlier period as being giants. Gen. 6: 4. 
And if they seemed as giants to the men of 
Moses' day, what would they appear to us? 
Goliath — one of the descendants of that gigantic 
race, who, morning and evening for forty days 
defied the armies of Israel (i Samuel 17) — was 
" six cubits and a span " in height, which, taking 
the cubit as twenty-one inches)  would make him 
ten feet six 'inches tall. This was about 1063 
a. c. About four hundred years before this, Og, 
king of Bashan, was taken captive by the armies 
of Israel. We get some idea of his immense 
size as compared with the men of our time 
when we learn that his bedstead was of iron, 
and measured, according to the foregoing stand-
ard, fifteen feet nine inches in length, and seven 
feet in breadth. Deut. 3: II. 

1174. To us these proportions seem almost in-
credible, and yet they are certainly within the 
bounds of reason. Off the coast of Southern 
California, on the island of San Nicolas, there 
are at present found the remains of a race but 
recently extinct, whose bones are yet well pre-
served. The height of this people, whoever they 
were, often reached seven feet three inches. 
They were an intelligent, well-built race. Their 
skulls, as found to-day, measure several inches 
more than the largest skulls of our most intelli-
gent people. Tradition tells us that they were ex-
terminated by the ruthless hand of the Aleutian 
about the year 157o. 

1175. Compared with the animal and vegetable 
remains, the fossils of the human race are ex-
ceedingly rare. In this we learn how completely 
the Lord carried out his design of destroying 
from off the face of the whole earth that power-
ful race, who, though warned, turned from the 
knowledge of the true and mighty God, only to 
meet their destruction in the flood of waters. 

1176. Skulls and other remains of •the human 
body have been found many feet below the earth's 
surface, having evidently been buried there at the 
time of the deluge. In 1866 a human skull was 
found in a mine in Calaveras County, California, 
buried beneath one hundred and fifty feet of rock 
and earth, having the original ancient gravel still 
clinging to it. In 1857 the bones of a human 
being were discovered one hundred and eighty 
feet below the surface of Table Mountain, Cali-
fornia, in connection with the remains of the 
mastodon and mammoth, showing that they were 
all buried there at the same time. Bones have 
been found at different depths in different parts 
of the earth,— America, England, Italy, Russia, 
Java, etc.,— showing, as we early suggested in 
these lessons, that prior to the deluge the earth's 
surface was largely land, and quite generally peo-
pled. 

1177. Human remains have often been found 
on the surface, also in caves, and in connection 
with those of the mammoth, mastodon, cave bear, 
and other extinct animals. Many of the extinct 
animals evidently lived this side of the flood; 
for in the caves of Kentucky, the caverns of 
Colorado, also in many places in Europe and 
Eastern Asia, bones of animals have been found 
that had been carried by the now extinct hyena, 
cave bear, and other ferocious beasts as com-
mon prey to their dens, and eaten at leisure. 

1178. The Lord appoints the times, seasons, 
and boundary-lines of the nations of earth, that 

" if haply they might feel after him, and find 
him " (Acts 17: 26, 27) ; and when the time 
comes that a tribe, colony, or nation no longer 
returns to him the thanks due his name for all his 
countless blessings, he withdraws his protecting 
power, and that people soon pass forever away. 
So it evidently was with the mound-builders, who 
once inhabited the territory now known as the 
United States of America. They so far departed 
from the living God as to become devout sun-
worshipers; then the Lord opened up his treas-
uries of the North, and moved upon the wild, 
warlike Indian tribes to cross the then narrow 
Bering Strait, and march down over the western 
continent, driving the sin-weakened mound-
builders before them into the southland; thence 
westward into the rocks and caverns of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains, where they were 
known as cliff-dwellers; and thence into Mexico, 
where they were last known as the Aztecs, who 
frequently made human sacrifices to the sun. 

1179. How long the Indians had been here 
when Columbus discovered America, we know 
not; but we do know that they were in the dark-
ness of heathen idolatry, and that they, in turn, 
have been driven to the West, reaping what they 
as a nation had sown. 

1180. The next great event in this world's 
history is the coming of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, to call forth his sleeping saints, 
and take them, together with the living righteous, 
to the Father's home above; and also to lay the 
land desolate preparatory to its final purifying, 
not by the waters of a flood, but by the fires of 
the last great day, when all traces of sin and 
sinners will be forever wiped out. Satan him-
self, with all his sympathizers, Will become as 
if he had never been; and then, and not until 
then, will the saints possess the kingdom for an 
everlasting inheritance. " Blessed are the meek : 
for they shall inherit the earth." " Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus." Let us ever pray, " Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven." 

QU ESTIONS 
State the physical effect that sin has had upon 

the human race. How does it compare with that 
of the animal and vegetable kingdoms ? Why 
has knowledge increased so rapidly within the 
last century? Tell all you can about the arts 
that have been lost. Give all the proofs you can 
that man is much smaller now than formerly. 
Why does the Lord remove nations, from the 
earth? Tell all you know about the former in-
habitants of this continent. What is the next 
great event in this world's history? On which 
side will you be then ? On what side are you 
now? 	 DR. 0. C. GODSMARK. 

2005 Magazine St., Louisville, Ky. 

SELF- SACRIFICE 

THERE was a little stream which had its birth 
Far from the dusty ways that men have trod, 

Locked in from all the stains and stress of earth, 
And sheltered by the silent hills of God. 

What summons lured it onward from the sweet, 
Hushed shelter of the woods that made its 

home? 
What called it forth against its banks to beat 

And fret its heart on cruel rocks to foam? 

Set free beyond the pine tree's clasping shade, 
Swift, hurrying waters o'er the cliff-side sweep, 

Transfigured in the sunlight, unafraid, 
Dashed into glory in their wild, glad leap. 

Yet had they stayed their feet, nor sped to bring 
Their gift of health and cleansing forth to light, 

Slow-creeping death had choked them at their 
spring, 

And sodden fens had buried them from sight. 

Here, giving all, life's all to them is given; 
Clear sun and rainbow crown their falling foam, 

And far off shines beneath the boundless heaven, 
That boundless ocean which shall be their home. 

— Mabel Earle, in Forward. 
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WORKING TOGETHER 
A MILLION little sunbeams 

Can make a pleasant day ; 
A million little raindrops 

Can frighten them away. 
Now if all the little children 

Should sit down and cry together, 
What should we do, wwhat could we do, 

In such a spell of weather? 
The sun might blaze in bluest skies; 

'Twould be a dreary place 
Until we saw a happy smile 

On every little face. 
— Anna M. Pratt. 

A GOOD WEEK'S WORK AS TOLD BY 

BENNY'S SLATE. 

SUNDAY EVENING: 

I was new this morning. Benny is nine years 
old to-day, and his mama gave me to him for 
a birthday present. I didn't know what I was 
good for, nor how I would be used; but to-night 
I know all about it,— slates are used to make 
funny pictures on. 

Benny's mama was not very well, so she went 
to lie down. Mary said she would wash the 
dishes, and sweep the kitchen floor; and Benny 
said he would take care of little Johnny, so 
mama might have a quiet nap. After Johnny 
had tired of his blocks, Benny took me down, 
and drew funny pictures all over both my sides. 
How Benny and the baby laughed ! And before 
Johnny tired of me, mama came from her room 
feeling better, and Benny went out to play. 

MONDAY EVENING: 

Well, well ! it seems slates are used for some-
thing besides funny pictures. We didn't laugh 
so much to-day, but we worked a great deal 
harder. Mary and Benny have their lessons with 
their mama, and I help Benny learn his. To-day, 
in spelling, he missed two words, " lily," and 
" valley," putting two " l's " in " lily," and leav-
ing the " e " out of " valley." But after writing 
each word ten times on his slate, he is quite 
sure he knows both. 

J8  

TUESDAY EVENING: 

I enjoyed my work to-day. We had nature-
study, and Benny collected leaves from the lawn, 
orchard, and garden. He found that the peach 
and willow leaves are lance-shaped ; the apple 
and pear, oval; the maple, grape, and currant, 
lobed; the violet, heart-shaped; and the nastur-
tium, round. He also found that all these are 
simple leaves, but that the clover, rose, rasp-
berry, and honey-locust are compound. Drawing 
pictures of all these leaves occupied him most 
of the afternoon. 

jS 

WEDNESDAY EVENING: 

Benny's reading lesson to-day was about Rain. 
It told how the sun's rays warm the water of 
the sea, so some of it becomes very light, and 
rises as vapor into the air; how a breeze comes 
along, and blovirs the vapor-cloud in over the 
land; and then how a cold wind meets it, and 
makes it so heavy that it falls in drops of water 
to the earth. Benny wrote out all he could re-
member of this lesson on me, and I found it very 
interesting, especially when he drew a picture 
of a little ship on a lake, and another of some 
ducks waddling along in the rain. 

THURSDAY EVENING: 

We've had a very hard day's work. Benny 
is just starting a curious kind of work called  

Long Division, and we get all mixed up in it. 
We had to have some help from Mary to-day, and 
we are both very tired; but I think we under-
stand it fairly well now. Benny's face was quite 
puckered up for a while, and it was a relief to 
have Mary smiling over me. But the clouds soon 
left Benny's face, too, as Mary kindly showed 
him his mistake. She is a good sister. 

Je 
FRIDAY EVENING: 

With a nail Benny's mama ruled one of my 
sides in half-inch squares. To-day grandma 
wanted to find a pretty, new pattern for a quilt 
she is going to piece for Benny's bed. So he 

marked off several squares on my ruled side, 
some two, some two and one-half, and some 
three inches square; and in these spaces he drew 
designs, following the lines made by the nail, 
or drawing obliquely from corner to corner; then 
he colored them with his red, blue, and yellow 
pencils. Grandma chose a pretty star-pattern, 
and Benny will soon have a new quilt. 

J8 
SATURDAY EVENING: 

After he came home from Sabbath-school, and 
had eaten ,his dinner, Benny wrote his memory-
verse on me. Not just in plain writing,— 0, 
no ! . On my ruled side he drew a beautiful bor-
der, and inside this the verse was written in a  

variety of ornamental letters, with his colored 
pencils. I think he will never forget it. On 
the plain side he set down all he could remember 
about his Sabbath-school lesson. 

It has been a pleasant week, and I hope Benny 
will make as good use of me next week. 

AUNT BETTY. 

CURIOUS BRUSHES 

WILLIE, flushed and happy, had just come in 
from the barn, where he had been playing hide-
and-seek. 

" My little boy needs to find a brush," said 
mother, looking up from her work. For bits of 

dry grass and seeds from the mows were clinging 
to his pretty sailor suit, and some were playing 
peek-a-boo in his hair. 

" 0 mother ! can't I wait? I'm just too tired 
now." 

" If flies had been playing hide-and-seek, they 
wouldn't allow a speck of dust to stay on their 
heads; they'd brush it off," casually remarked 
Aunt Nan. 

" Flies ! " exclaimed Willie, incredulously ; 
" where'd they get their brushes, I'd like to 
know ! " 

" 0, they have them and use them," laughed 
Aunt Nan. 

"Hair-brushes?" questioned Willie. 
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"Yes; and with them they always keep them-
selves very clean. Have you never seen a fly 
rub his delicate front legs over his head? " 

" Lots and lots of times," replied Willie, quickly. 
" Well," resumed Aunt Nan, " there are a great 

many hairs on 'the under side of a fly's feet and 
legs, and these form tiny hair-brushes. When 
any dust gets on a fly's head, he brushes it off at 
once, and then he rubs his legs together, as you 
have probably noticed. This is so that no dust 
may cling to the little brushes." 

" Hurrah, Mr. Fly ! " exclaimed Willie; " 
guess you needn't think you're the only one who 
can use a brush, even if a little boy doesn't carry 
his brushes round with him on his feet ! " 

Away he ran; and when he came back, mother 
said her little boy looked neat enough to be kissed. 
- Selected. 

WORD - MEN 
ONE little man was dressed in white, 
As he left me on a mission bright. 
He smiled on a sick and lonely lad, 
He carried the sunshine that made him glad, 
His voice was musical like the birds,- 
He belonged to the band of Helpful Words. 

One little man forgot to be kind 
As he hurriedly left " lip-gate " behind; 
He carried an arrow of woe and pain,- 
I wish I might call him back again; 
I wish from his purpose he'd been'deterred, 
For he was a cruel Thoughtless Word. 

One little man in a hurry, I s'pose, 
Forgot to put on his neatest clothes. 
His dress was shabby, his shoes too tight; 
He tried to smile, but he looked a sight. 
His name I'm sure you must have heard, 
For he was a reckless Slang-dressed Word. 

All through the day these little men 
Leave us, never to come again. 
They flit about in the outside air 
Till they make a home in a heart-house near,- 
Angry word-man making sad, 
Thoughtful Kind-word making glad. 

Keep your word-men pure and true, 
For they may live long after you. 
Them and their work on the other shore 
We'll greet as we left them long before. 
Ask the great Sentinel - he'll hear your call - 
To watch over heart-gate. word-men, and all. 

- S. S. Times. 

IDLE WORDS 
VAIN, useless, empty words are idle words. 

flow few there are who realize how many of 
these words they use. This is said to be an 
" age of words." One needs only to. pause a 
moment, and listen to the conversation of people 
anywhere, to feel the truth of this. Words 
mean so little. They are so vain, so empty, so 
frivolous; they carry no conviction with them, 
except, perchance, a conviction of insincerity. 
They seem to pour forth from the lips without 
thought, carelessly, indifferently. Such words 
have no weight, no power. They are not such 
as would awaken within the listener a desire 
to lead a better and nobler life. Still, many 
professed Christians use them, and are watched 
by unprofessed Christians, and justly estimated 
thereby. For all of these empty, careless words 
we must give an account (a reason, an explana-
tion) in the day of judgment. And when is that 
day ? To those who studied the Sabbath-school 
lessons on the Judgment I ask: When will your 
case and mine come up in review ? 

To be happy, full of life, energy, and enthu-
siasm (as all should be), a Christian need not 
be full of words. " Out .of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh," and, according to the 
Scriptures, words are the index of the heart. 
People will judge our lives, our motives, our 
sincerity, by what we say. How careful, then, 
we should be so to choose a.ur words that they 
will have an influence for good. The old rule, 
" Think twice before you speak," would help us 
to talk less and think more. 

There is another text, which declares that 
words fitly spoken are like apples of gold in 

pictures of silver." Who does not covet such 
words, or rather, the heart from which such 
words naturally flow? They will be words of 
worth, comfort, courage, and life. 

Let us consider these texts, and immediately 
set about revising our vocabularies. 

KATHRINA BLOSSOM WILCOX. 

THE GREAT SUPPER (Concluded) 
(January r8) 

LESSON SCRIPTURE: Luke 14: 21-24. 
LESSON HELP : " Christ's Object Lessons," 

pages 219-237. 
21. So that servant came, and showed his lord these 

things. Then the master of the house, being angry, 
said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and 

go out r ichir  unto the 	' 

streets and lanes of the 

lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the 
maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 

22. And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou bast 
commanded, and yet there is room. 

23. And the Lord said unto the servant, Go out into 
the highway, and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled. 

24. For I say unto you, That none of those men which 
were bidden shall taste of my supper. 

Questions 
1. When the servant found that not one of 

the bidden guests would come, what did he do? 
2. How did his report affect the master? 
3. Where did the master then tell him quickly 

to go? 
4. Who were to be brought in from the streets 

and lanes of the city? 

")-{eve Christ pointed, to the work of the 3osioel 
outside the pale of Judaism, in -the h'ilkwals 

and broods of the world!' 

5. How did these people respond to the mas-
ter's invitation? 

6. What did the servant then say to his lord? 
7. Into what places was he therefore commis-

sioned to go? 
8. Why was the invitation so urgent in the 

highways and hedges? 
9. Were those who refused the invitation ever 

to be invited again? Compare Matt. 21 :  43 with 
the last verse of our lesson. 

What can we say concerning the character 
of the servant who gave the invitations? 

II. To whom was the word " Corny " merely 
spoken? 

12. Who were " brought " in? Who " com-
pelled "? 

13. What is it that will compel men to come? 
2 Cor. 5:14. 

14. What will enable us to give a compelling 
invitation to the poor and wretched? Luke 4: 
17, 18. 

Is. At the time Christ gave this parable, had 
the highways and hedges yet been entered? Are 
they now? 

ji 

Note 
Please recall where Christ was when he gave 

the parable of the Great Supper. It was the 
Sabbath, and the Saviour had gone to the house 
of one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread. No-
ticing what a selfish spirit was manifested by 
some of the guests, he rebuked them; and then, 
turning to the one that bade him, he said: " When 
thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, the blind: and thou shalt be blessed." 
But this was not a blessing that the Pharisees 
desired; they expected to share in the blessings 
of heaven, but refused those offered on earth. 
When one of them at the table heard Jesus say 
this, he said to him, with a sanctimonious air, 
" Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the king-
dom of God." To him personally Christ then 
spoke the parable of the Great Supper. Jesus 
would have him know that unless he would ac-
cept the blessings of the gospel upon earth, he 
should never taste them in heaven. 

Quotations on the Lesson 
1. " The servant who brought in the poor and 

the blind reported to his master, It is done as 
thou hast commanded, and yet there is room. 
And the Lord said unto the servant, Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and compel them to 
come in, that my house may be filled.' Here 
Christ pointed to the work of the gospel outside 
the pale of Judaism, in the highways and byways 
of the world." - "Christ's Object Lessons," 
page 226. 

2. " In the command to go into the highways 
and hedges, Christ sets forth the work of all 
whom he calls to minister in his name. The 
whole world is the field for Christ's ministers. 
The whole human family is comprised in their 
congregation. The Lord desires that his word of 
grace shall be brought home to every soul." -
Id., page 229. 

3. To a great degree this must be accom-
plished by personal labor. This was Christ's 
method. His work was largely made up of 
personal interviews. He had a faithful regard 
for the one-soul audience. Through that one 
soul the Message was often extended tc, thou-
sands." -Id. 

4. " We are not to wait for souls to come to 
us.; we must seek them out where they are. 
When the word has been preached in the pulpit, 
the work has but just begun. There are multi-
tudes who will never be reached by the gos-
pel unless it is carried to them."-Id. 

5. " The invitation to the feast was first given 
to the Jewish people. . . . When they refused the 
call, it was sent to the poor, the maimed, the 
halt, and the blind. Publicans and sinners re-
ceived the invitation. When the gospel call is 
sent to the Gentiles, there is the same plan of 
working. The message is first to be given ' in 
the highways,' - to men who have an active 
part in the world's work, to the teachers and 
leaders of the people. . . . Men in business life, 
in high positions of trust, men with large invent-
ive faculties and scientific insight, men of genius, 
teachers of the gospel who have not been called 
to the special truths for this time,- these should 
be the first to hear the call."-Id., pages 229, 

230. 

6. " But we are not to think only of great and 
gifted men, to the neglect of the poorer classes. 
Christ instructs his messengers to go also to 
those in the byways and hedges, to the poor and 
lowly of the earth."- Id., page 232. 
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AN ABSENT BROTHER 

Now, gentle breezes, blow, 
And whisper, sweet and low, 
Kind words from far away, 
As with my hair you play; 
Then take this word to him, 
Who long from me has been,—
That still I love him well, 
More than my tongue can tell. 

0 murmur in his ear: 
it Thy voice I fain would hear 

Within our childhood home, 
Where through the woods we'd roam." 
And still I see his face, 
Now filled with manly grace. 
A sister's love and prayer, 
O gentle breezes! bear. 	

PEARL HART. 

THE COLEOPTERA 
A VAST army of insects, almost too numerous 

to enumerate, are classed under the order Cole-
optera, a combination of two Greek words mean-
ing " a sheath " and " wings." In these insects 
the upper wings are of a hard structure, so 
arranged as to form shields for the protection 
of the under, or true wings of flight. The name 
was given to the insects by Aristotle. 

Because of their many peculiar characteristics, 
their singular forms and habits, their remark-
able coloring, and in some species their large 
size, and because of their solidity, which renders 
their preservation comparatively easy, the Cole-
optera have always attracted special attention.  

The body of the Coleoptera is inclosed in a 
horny-plated envelope, more or less rigid, and 
generally oval in form, though diversified ac-
cording to the habits and place of abode of the 
insects. Those whose bodies are cubical live in 
(lung; those inhabiting the stems of trees, such 
as the palm, are flattened; those found under the 
hark of trees are generally greatly flattened, some 
being like wafers; those which are wood-borers 
are always cylindrical, acting like gimlets, fasten-
ing their heads in the wood, and whirling their 
bodies rapidly round and round, creating tiny 
streams of sawdust. which fall from the hole 
thus created. 

In the lahra the eye is simple, as with butter- 
flies; but in the fully developed beetle it is com-
pound. and in many species is divided by a proc-
ess known as the canthus, as where the eyelids 
meet in the corner of the eye. In some species 
this intersection is so complete as to give the 
appearance of a pair of eyes on each side. In 
those insects which burrow in earth, the eyes, 
though fully developed in the young, become more 
or less atrophied as growth continues. 

The eggs of beetles are deposited in various 
situations, according to the places in which they 
spend their lives. There is one species, however, 
that carries the eggs in the abdomen until hatched. 
These beetles are but one tenth of an inch in 
length, the abdominal region being enormously 
distended and turned over upon the back. 

In Great Britain over thirty-five hundred in-
digenous species have been named, and a total of 
over seventy thousand different kinds are known 
to exist in the world; but in all probability there 
are yet hundreds of other species which have 
never been classified. 

Collectors, in order to obtain perfect specimens 
of insects, rear them from eggs; but beetles are 
hard to obtain in this way, the larvae never thriv-
ing artificially. Full-grown specimens are easily 
obtained by using a sheet spread on the grass, 
or an inverted umbrella under trees, which are 
then shaken; by dragging a net over grass; and  

by digging pits in the earth, into which the 
beetle falls. A little knowledge of the habits of 
the beetle enables one to obtain specimens with 
ease. If dropped into a bottle having a small 
quantity of cyanid of potassium covered with a 
layer of gypsum, death is instantaneous. If not 
mounted at once, and the limbs become rigid, 
they may be moistened by remaining in wet sand 
over night, covering with a cloth to prevent 
evaporation. Large beetles must have the abdo-
men emptied. Beetles containing oil must have 
it extracted, and be stuffed with cotton. If mites 
or grease collect, clean the specimens by applying 
benzine with a brush; if mold appears, expose 
to strong heat for several hours. 

W. S. CHAPMAN. 

TOO MUCH READING 
PRESIDENT GILLMAN, who has just laid down 

the scepter at Johns Hopkins University, in one 
of his latest addresses gave the graduates of the 
Women's College of Baltimore some advice about 
reading. " Reading," he said, " is a kind of craze 
that has got hold of the people. It is a dangerous 
habit, like a stimulant." " Do not read too much," 
was his urging, coupled with the advice, " Study 
the art of thinking," and, " Use your hands, and 
enlarge your vision by the use of the microscope." 

I have no doubt that the newspaper report is 
very fragmentary, and that the wise president 
introduced many a proviso and explanation; but 
the substance of his meaning is clear enough. 
What he objects to is the habit of indiscriminate 
reading; reading with no plan or purpose; read-
ing accompanied with no reflection, and reading 
which, therefore, has no effect, or very little 
effect, indeed, upon the life of the reader. 

There is no more virtue in printed paper, now-
adays, than in a piece of wall-paper. Many a 
young lady sits for an hour with her eyes glued 
to the fascinating pages of " Arabella Armitage," 
or whatever is the latest sensation that has 
reached a sale of one hundred and thirty-five 
thousand copies, and rises from the exercise with 
the proud consciousness that she has been read-
ing. Reading! She might just as well have 
been passing under her eyes so many yards of 
baby-ribbon. She has enjoyed it, and she might 
have enjoyed the baby-ribbon; but her mind is 
in the same condition it was in one hour ago —
provided, that is, that " Arabella Armitage " was 
a well-conducted young lady, and did nothing 
worse than get duels fought on account of her. 

In fact, as books multiply, and especially as 
fiction extends its sway, it is doubtful whether 
the true art of reading is not narrowing rather 
than widening its bounds. For the test of read-
ing is the same as the test of eating. What is 
read must in some way be built up into the fiber 
of the mind and the structure of the character. 

I want to lay down a principle, and I wish I 
could know that every reader of this paper would 
follow it: For every volume of fiction you read, 
you are to read one volume of some essay like 
Ruskin's, or some history like Green's England 
or MacMaster's United States, or some biography 
like Washington's, Franklin's, or William Ca-
rey's; and for every copy of the Monthly Ro-
mancer you devour, you will read from cover to 
cover one number of some standard review. 

Come, now ; . I " stump you." Will you take 
the dare?—Caleb Cobweb, in the Christian En-
deavor World. 

How, then, shall man grow if not by correcting 
faults? — By self-surrender to God. Not by 
thinking of wrong, and how to flee it ; but much 
rather of excellence, and how to win it. Not so 
much by fear of sin, but rather by love of Christ.  
Not by caution against wrong-doing, but rather 
by enthusiasm in right-doing. Go out of your-
self, and think of others; go out of your own 
life, and plunge into the service of your Lord. 
—Frederick Temple. 

SHORTHAND BY MAIL. 

YOUR spare time can be well improved by 
studying shorthand, and this can be done at small 
expense to you by taking a mail course at your 
home. We are using " The Rogers Compendium 
of the Graham System of Shorthand," a method 
arranged especially for home study, and giving 
an epitome of a system of shorthand acknowl-
edged to be the best, the briefest, and the most 
complete.' The only presentation of Standard 
Phonography in which all shorthand outlines are 
written as first learned, thus greatly abbreviating 
the work on the part of the student. A complete 
course in thirty lessons, illustrated by facsimile 
notes, with key. The correction of all students' 
papers given special attention by experts. Rea-
sonable tuition rates. If interested, write for full 
particulars. Practicing stenographers wishing to 
prepare for rapid reporting work should secure 
the last twenty lessons. 

FIRESIDE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL, 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

GRAND TRUNK R'Y SYSTEM, 
Taking Effect June 2, 1901. 

Trains leave Battle Creek. 

NAIM11111,..111110111.40. 

No. 9, Mail and Express, to Chicago 	  12.15 P. 2d. 
No. 7, Limited Express, to Chicago 	  7.10 A. M. 
No. 3, Lehigh Valley Express, to Chicago 	  9.50 P. M. 
No. 5. International Express 	  2.17 A. M. 
No. 75, Mixed, to South Bend 	  7.30 A. M. 

Nos. 9 and 75, daily, except Sunday. 
Nos. 3, 5. and 7, daily. 

No. 10, Mail and Express, East and Detroit 	  3.45 P. M. 
No. 8, Limited Express East and Detroit— 	........ 	4.14 P. M. 
No. 4, Lehigh Express. East and Canada.. ...... 	..... 8.22 P. 31. 
No. 6, Atlantic Express, East and Detroit. 	  2.10 A. 31. No. I. Express, East and Detroit 	  7.00 A. M. No. 74, Mixed (starts from Nichols yard)    7.15 A. M. 

Nos. 10 and 74, daily. except Sunday. 
Nos. 4, 6, 8. and 2, daily. 

W. C. CUNLIFFE, A gent, 
BATTLE CREEK. 
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FOR EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK 
SUNDAY: 

A smile should be more than skin-deep. Put 
some heart in it.— Nixon Waterman. 

MONDAY: 

Hundreds can talk to one who can think: 
thousands can think to one who can see.—
Ruskin. 

TUESDAY: 

Genius is the gold in the mine; talent is 
the miner who works and brings A out.— 
Lady Blessington. 

WEDNESDAY : 

The duty which no one can disclaim, the 
test which no one may evade, and the prize 
which no one will despise, are all included 
in 'the homely word " usefulness."— Thorold. 

THURSDAY: 

If a tree be fixing itself in the earth and 
spreading out its roots, it is certainly grow-
ing, although it be nothing taller than for-
merly. So albeit a Christian may want the 
sweet consolation and flashes of affection 
which sometimes he has had, yet if he be 
growing in humility, self-denial, and a sense 

. 

	

	of needy ' dependence on Jesus Christ, he is 
a growing Christian.— Thomas Boston. 

FRIDAY : 

" Each future scene to Thee I leave; 
Sufficient 'tis to know 

Thou canst from every evil save, 
And every good bestow." ' 

SABBATH : 

" In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths." Prov. 3: 6. 

THE fireplace might be filled with fuel, but 
that would neither warm nor brighten the cold 
room. One might shiver and chill, and indeed 
even freeze, while sitting close by a grate where 
all preparations for a fire had been made. In 
order to be of real use, the log must burn — must 
yield itself up. Only in thus giving up its store 
of heat and light is it able to fulfill its beautiful 
mission. So with human souls. Untouched by 
the " live coal from the altar," they are as cold, 
as dead, as incapable of giving cheer and com-
fort and life, as the unlighted log in the grate; 
but when they yield themselves fully to the pur-
pose of God, when they are willing to be as 
nothing if only they may save some, their lives 
are a blessing to every one who passes their way. 

THE WEEK OF PRAYER IN BATTLE CREEK 
THE week of prayer which has just closed, in 

Battle Creek was marked by an unusual degree 
of solemnity and much of God's blessing. Special 
thought was given to the fact that we, as Sev-
enth-day Adventists, are looking for the return  

of Christ " in this generation; " and our relation 
to his work in the earth, our duty to the unwarned 
peoples, and our personal preparation in view of 
that event were emphasized. A revival of the 
true Advent spirit was sought, and, we believe, 
was found by many. The things of the world —
love of money, pleasure, ease, and all else that it 
has to offer — assume their true value, once the 
heart really accepts the belief that Jesus is com-
ing, and coming soon. 

A number of services were held every day, 
forenoon and afternoon, that all the members of 
this large church might have an opportunity to 
listen to the readings, and the instruction given 
in connection with them. At least two general 
meetings were held every evening. 

Special attention was given to the needs of the 
children and young people. The former were 
divided into two groups, including those under 
ten years of age in one division, and those of 
eleven and twelve in another. Those over twelve 
formed the third group. Meetings were held 
with these three divisions every afternoon but 
one, and were well attended. A number gave 
their hearts to the Lord for the first time, and 
expressed a desire to serve him, and to prepare to 
enter his work. That this decision meant some-
thing to the children, was plainly evidenced by 
the behavior of 'some of the more restless ones 
during the Sabbath-school hour. 

Sabbath afternoon these divisions were greatly 
enlarged, and so earnest a wish was voiced by 
the children that these meetings be continued, 
that it was decided to keep them up, and thus 
carry forward the work begun during this week. 
A number of the members of the Battle Creek 
Young People's Society are interested in this, 
and expressed a desire to have a part in it. 

At the general consecration meeting on Friday 
evening, about sixty young persons handed in 
their names, as willing either to go now to some 
foreign field or to prepare to go soon. 

Altogether the week was a good one for this 
church; and our hearts rejoice to know that 
while God was blessing us, he was also, and no 
less truly, blessing you. Now that the week of 
prayer is in the past, let us not forget that every 
day brings us, whether we stop to think about 
it or not, one day nearer that event which is the 
consummation of all our hopes,— that glad day 
of days when Jesus will come. May we, dear 
young Christians, be awake to our duty, alive to 
our privileges as ambassadors of Christ, faithful 
to our high calling; and may each day, as it 
passes, be to each one of us truly one day nearer 
him. 

A GOOD EXPERIENCE 
THE fall term of the Battle Creek Church 

School closed with a good experience for the 
pupils. During the month of December a special 
effort was put forth to interest the members of 
the church in the Missionary Magazine. The 
children of the primary room led out in the work, 
and their good success stimulated the others to 
follow. Nearly every day brought in subscrip-
tions from some source or other. Those who 
were not successful in getting the people to sub-
scribe would sometimes come in with a discour-
aged face, but after singing " Onward, Christian 
Soldiers," out they would go again with renewed 
zeal and spirit. Their labors were rewarded. 
The young people of the school also lent a help-
ing hand, and from the united efforts of every 
class, eighty-two subscriptions were obtained 
before Christmas. This included a small number 
for the Advocate of Christian Education. Be-
sides this a number of copies of the Advocate 
and the Magazine were sold. 

The members of the school decided to make 
a Christmas offering of the money which they 
had earned by canvassing, and for this purpose 
a missionary service was held the last day of 
the term, Friday morning, December 2o. The 
teachers united with the pupils in giving, and  

there was taken up a collection of fifty-nine dol-
lars and thirty cents. Nearly every one gave 
something, and it was indeed a happy lot of 
children who sang " They Brought Their Gifts 
to Jesus," while the offering was being made. 

At• Thanksgiving the school enjoyed another 
good time, especially the little people. They 
brought enough provisions to make up two dozen 
or more baskets, and then, through the kindness 
of Mr. S. I. Abbey, carriages were provided, and 
the children carried their baskets to thirteen dif-
ferent families. Many hearts were touched that 
day, and the children found that it is more blessed 
to give than to receive. 

The pupils of the fifth and sixth classes raised 
about four dollars for their Thanksgiving offer-
ing. A cord of wood was purchased for one 
family, and the boys went and split it up. The 
rest of the school brought their share of clothing 
and provisions, which were distributed among 
the poor. 	 GRACE E. AMADON. 

A USEFUL PLANT 
FOR many years the country garden has had 

its sentinel row of sunflowers, with little thought 
of anything but their cheerful beauty. Of course 
the goldfinches flock to the garden in late summer 
for the seeds, and the domestic fowls enjoy them, 
too; still for a long time no special attention was 
paid by the American farmer to the sunflower as 
an article of utility. According to an exchange, 
however, it is being raised quite extensively at 
present for the oil derived from its seeds. This 
oil is of a pale-yellow color, palatable, and is used 
to adulterate olive-oil. In its crude state it is 
also used to some extent as a substitute for lin-
seed oil. 

But the usefulness of the sunflower is not ex-
hausted when the oil is extracted from its seeds. 
The fiber of the stalks, which is fine, strong, and 
silky, has a value. Already in China it is woven 
into beautiful fabrics, and it is believed that it 
may be still further utilized in this way. The 
seeds, too, from which the oil has been taken, 
are pressed into cakes and used as fodder. A 
bushel of seeds will yield a gallon of oil, and 
about fifty bushels of seeds can be raised to the 
acre. The oil sells for a dollar a gallon. 

" In Russia at the present day the seeds are 
eaten in immense quantities, raw or roasted, as 
peanuts are in America, and the oil obtained by 
pressing the seeds is an important article of diet. 
The frequent religious fast-days in that country 
restrict the use of meat, and lead to a large con-
sumption of vegetable oil; and the Manufacture 
of sunflower-oil has consequently grown to con-
siderable dimensions. The best seeds yield an 
oil which compares favorably with olive-oil for 
table purposes. 

" Even the upper classes in Russia eat the seeds, 
the larger and finer ones being quite equal to most 
nuts in respect to palatability and wholesomeness. 
The stalks and dried leaves are highly prized for 
fuel, being in some parts of the empire almost the 
only available substitute for wood. An acre of 
sunflowers will yield many cords of good fuel." 

PAPERS WANTED 
E. M. TRUMMER, of Kingston, Dekalb Co., Ill., 

wishes us to say that she can use to advantage 
clean copies of the INSTRUCTOR, Life Boat, and 
Little Friend. 

WHAT a man intends to be is what he really 
is. He may, indeed, realize that he ought not 
to be that, but to be something better. He may, 
perhaps, wish, at times, to rise above his chosen 
course, but this amounts to little while he really, 
in his heart of hearts, intends to pursue the other 
path. God knows what we intend to be, and he 
judges us accordingly. This is the idea of the 
inspired declaration, "As he thinketh in his heart 
[as a man purposeth in his inner self], so is he." 
— S. S. Times. 
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