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From Here and There 
On September 3, Blagovestchensk, capital of the 

Siberian province of Amur, was captured by Japanese 
cavalry. 

A trooper has taught his two dogs to sit " at at-
tention " when he plays " The Star-Spangled Banner." 
The dogs enjoy it greatly. 

Iowa was the first State to subscribe to its quota 
of the Fourth Liberty Loan. The drive opened Sat-
urday, and Iowa went " over the top " Monday night. 

Food conditions in Russia are reported to be grow-
ing constantly worse. Butter is $12 a pound ; many 
foreigners are starving to death ; and cholera is raging 
in Petrograd. 

The United States Government has organized the 
greatest insurance company in the world. The 
amount of liabilities which it carries for soldiers and 
sailors in service is $22,400,000,000. 

The United States Government has already erected 
five great refrigerating plants in France for storing 
meats and manufactured ice on a mammoth scale. 
The largest has storage capacity for 10,000,000 pounds 
of meat. 

The census of India is taken in a: single night, 
when the 315,000,000 people are tabulated scientifi-
cally, though divided into 185 languages. It takes 
300 tons of paper and a force of a million men to take 
such a census. 

Nazareth has been captured from the Turks. The 
British commander, General Allenby, led his victori-
ous troops across the plain of Sharon and the field 
of Armageddon, entering the city before 25,000 Turk-
ish troops could escape. 

Belgium — poor, stricken, outraged Belgium — is 
to be free once more. The military governor has an-
nounced that the German army is 'preparing for evac-
uation, and the work of moving the military records 
from Brussels to the German border has already 
begun. 

From two to three American locomotives are as-
sembled by American soldier mechanics in American 
shops in France every twenty-four hours. Over 
22,000 American railroad cars are now being utilized 
in France for moving soldiers and freight to the sev-
eral American fronts. 

For forty years Pelorus Jack, pilot fish and pro-
tector of ships that came to the great antipodean 
island, was protected by the government of New Zea-
land. Recently his death was announced. Mariners 
would not enter French Pass unless Jack came to 
guide them. He was fourteen feet long. A fine was 
imppsed upon any one who attempted to injure him. 
His name was recorded in government records, and 
all New Zealand grieves over his loss. 

The first American-built tank, called " America," 
is the biggest ever constructed, and is greatly superior 
in power to all others. It is much larger than the 
largest British tank in existence. It weighs forty-five 
tons and is propelled by steam. Its front has a 
greater incline, which, it is claimed, will enable it to 
travel over anything in the nature of a trench or a 
shell hole. Every advantage possessed by the British 
and French tanks is included in its construction 
which, together with the new American ideas, gives 
it a finishing touch of superiority. 

Set like seven emeralds in a purple field, each of 
the Hawaiian islands boasts an individuality of its 
own. Oahu is distinguished because it is the seat of 
government. Molokai is known as the " leper island," 
although but a corner of it, isolated from the rest by 
great cliffs, is set aside for lepers. Kauai, lying at 
the northwest of the chain, is the " Garden Isle," be-
cause it is so fair, pulsing with color and life. Maui 
is the " Valley Island," !because its hills are broken 
by so many long valleys, through which run swift 
streams and here and there a splendid waterfall. 
Hawaii is called " the Big Island " because of its size, 
and is famous because of Mauna Loa, a massive vol-
cano, and Halemauman, " The House of Everlasting 
Fire," where forever boils a two-thousand-foot-wide 
caldron of lava. Each island has a story of its own 
to tell, full of romance and charm. 

A United States Treasury employee recently re-
signed her position at the age of eighty-seven, that 
she might have " a little more leisure." She has been 
on the Government pay rolls for fifty-four years. 
Secretary McAdoo wrote her a personal letter of 
regret, in which he said: " The books of the treasury 
show that you have never been late once in arriving 
at the office during the fifty years, and for thirty-five 
years you were not absent a day on account of sick-
ness." 

On October 13, whole sections of northern Wis-
consin and Minnesota timberland were destroyed by 
fire, which was supposed to be of incendiary origin. 
Hundreds of persons were burned to death, and many 
were injured. Thousands had to flee from their homes 
and millions of dollars' worth of property was de-
stroyed. The fire is said to have devastated a hundred 
square miles of territory, destroying all human beings, 
homes, live stock, crops, and trees within its path. 

The total number of influenza cases reported at 
army camps since the disease first appeared several 
weeks ago, reached 211,000 on October 11. There 
have been 25,085 pneumonia cases, and 7,432 deaths. 

An Interesting Book 

HAVE you read the little book " Makers of South 
America," by Margarette Daniels ? This fas-

cinating volume is one of the Senior Reading Course 
books for this year. You will miss much of interest 
and profit if you fail to read it. 
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My Father's Field 
A MAIDEN stood where the fields were ripe, 

And gathered the golden wheat; 
Gayly she sang as she bound her sheaves, 

And laid them at her feet. 

One marked her there as she passed by 
Alone with her hard-earned spoil; 

And spoke of rest, for the sun was high, 
And the reaper spent with toil. 

But the maiden smiled as her glad voice said, 
" Nay, lady, I may not yield; 

The work is great, but the work is sweet,—
I toil in my father's field." 

Gleaners of Christ, in your patient toil, 
When weary and fain to yield, 

Take comfort, though the work is great, 
Ye toil in your Father's field. 

And the Father's house lies over the field 
Where the sun of life goes down; 

There shall be rest, and the Father's smile 
Forever your work shall crown. 

— Selected. 

Unexpected Answers to Prayer 

I- 

AM so discouraged! " confided a young man to a 
fellow worker in his office. " I have been praying 

and praying for means to meet an obligation incurred 
while I was ill in the hospital two months ago ; yet 
day after day passes, and the money does not come." 

" Of course," he added, " I just can't see where it 
is coming from. I am working as hard as I can; but 
my current expenses eat up every bit of salary I make, 
even while working overtime." 

" It will come," his friend at the next desk assured 
him confidently. " Do not give up praying, and do 
not be discouraged. The prayer is a reasonable one, 
and you know the Father hears and will answer just 
when it is best for you. Perhaps he is only trying 
your faith ; but keep on praying and working. Do 
not grow discouraged ; and do not try to look for the 
way it will come. Doubtless it will come from some 
unexpected source. It usually does. With God all 
things are possible, you know." 

The young man looked doubtful; but the very next 
morning he appeared at his place of business with his 
face radiant. 

" You were right," he said to his fellow worker; 
" the money to pay the debt did come, and from the 
most unexpected source. I never should have looked 
for it — never would have guessed it could come —
in that way. An old friend of my father's, of whom 
I had never even heard, had been searching for me 
for years to pay a debt which he owed my father 
before he died. The money more than enables me 
to pay the obligation incurred by my illness. I even 
have some left over." 

" Isn't that always the way the Father does? " said 
his friend. • " All your life you will see that he gives 
even more than you ask for, or substitutes something 
better if you ask amiss. As Paul says, he gives us 
even more than we ask or think." 

" I am so ashamed that I doubted even for a mo-
ment," confessed the young man. " I never will 
again." 

How many times in our lives has the answer to our 
prayer come through an entirely unexpected source ? 

• Is not the reason perhaps that God wants us to trust 
him even more fully; that he wants us to leave all to 
him? 

With our finite,vision how many times do we limit 
him and his power ? We ask him for help ; yet we 
doubt and despond because we, with our narrow 

earthly vision, cannot see any way in which the help 
may come. Our minds are so slow to grasp the truth 
that with him is all power, all might, that he has 
numberless doors on earth and in heaven through 
which help may come to us, that he sways angels and 
men to do his bidding, that he plans for us and sends 
to us just the help we need, at just the time we need, 
in just the way we need. Why do we not trust him 
more ? 

An old hymn says : 
" It may not be my way, 

It may not be thy way, 
And yet in his own way 
The Lord will provide." 

There is always ground for hope, then, no matter 
how low we may have sunk in want or despondency. 
God has Countless ways in which he can help us, of 
which we know nothing. He is our Father, who de-
lights to give good gifts to his children; whose ears 
are always open to their cry ; who said, " Before they 
call, I will answer; " who has filled his Word with 
promises for good to his children who pray to him 
and trust him. 

Instead of being anxious, then, when the way looks 
dark, instead of yielding to doubt and discouragement,. 
let us keep on praying ; let us go about our daily work 
cheerfully and hopefully, knowing that God in his 
own good time — the time that will be best for us —
and in his own way — probably some unexpected way 
— will give us the help that we need, and even more 
than we need, if we trust all to him.— Anne Guilbert 
Mahon, in Christian Endeavor World. 

• 

Our Missionary Volunteer Reading Courses 
The M. V. R. C. 
So dear to you, so dear to me. 
We have its treasure made our own, 
And now to others pass it on. 

IF this little jingle, not supposed to be noted for 
literary merit, catches your eye, and causes you to 

review with us the benefits of our splendid Reading 
Courses, it will have accomplished its purpose. Many 
of our young people are availing themselves of the 
treasures contained in these books, but the great ma-
jority have not as yet realized their value. If you are 
not already one of our number, adding a new Reading 
Course certificate to your collection each year, we 
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heartily invite you to join us, for at least one of the 
reasons that may appear in the following. 

We have found by experience that the books pro-
vided by the Missionary Volunteer Department tend 
to broaden the scope of our reading. Often when 
choosing for ourselves, we search for material along 
the same line of thought. But here we have presented 
books on biography, missions, nature, denominational 
subjects, etc. The book that appeals especially to one 
may be laid aside by his companion if not used for 
systematic reading. A good example of this was 
found in the book, " The History of the Sabbath," 
that was placed in the course a year or two ago. But 
very few of our young people had the courage to 
complete the work because they found that it required 
deeper study than they expected, yet those who per-
severed, all witness to the good derived therefrom. 

After completing Getting Acquainted with the 
Trees," more than one longed for the springtime to 
come so that some of the wonders of nature might be 
searched out for themselves. Before this they had 
eyes, but they saw not. " Wild Life on the Rockies " 
also made each reader determine to have a closer 
communion with nature ; while in the present course 
" Elo the Eagle " causes our Juniors fairly to revel 
in the wealth of the companionship of the friends that 
can be made with bird and beast. 

As we become acquainted with books of real merit, 
our taste for the unreal and unprofitable in literature 
is weakened. Many have formed the habit of light 
reading before understanding its dangers. Now as 
they have given their lives into the Master's service, 
our books are proving of real value as they substitute 
for that which tends to drag down rather than to 
build up. Not long ago a young woman confessed 
with tears in her eyes the struggle she was having 
to leave novels alone. But of the same time she ex-
pressed her determination to gain the victory, and also 
her appreciation of the help the Reading Course books 
were to her. As we are presented with something 
splendid by one who has tested its worth, we are in-
spired to participate in the pleasure derived from its 
perusal. 

By beholding we become changed. The advent 
message must go to all the world in this generation, 

.and as we study the lives of others who have given 
all that the gospel might be carried to the different 
nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples, new resolves 
creep into our own lives. The wonderful power of 
God that is continually revealed to those .who are his 
workers gives us a new vision of what it means to be 
coworkers with him. The wonderful answers to 
prayer found in " A Retrospect " draw us near to the 
One who taught us to pray, and " Quiet Talks on 
Service " waken us to the great importance of our 
own individual work for him. 

As companions, no better can be found. A pleasant 
half hour spent with Paton, Carey, Taylor, and other 
noble characters has a lasting influence upon our 
lives that will not be easily erased. Then, too, if we 
wish for travel, we can follow the journeys of Living-
stone through Africa, or of the Judsons in India. We 
can witness the " Daybreak in Korea " or visit other 
interesting lands through the pictures in books. 

Nothing that tends to defile is found in our Reading 
Courses, but everything is for our uplifting and en-
nobling. If we are seeking to study to show ourselves 
approved unto God, these courses certainly will help 
us to become workmen that need not be ashamed. 

BERME  Acrox. 

Good from the Army 
THOUSANDS of our young men will be inducted 

into military service as the new draft becomes 
effective. Some are looking forward to this change 
of environment with anticipation; others with anxiety. 
The writer has not been in service long, but he pur-
poses to emphasize the brighter side of army life as 
it has appealed to him. 

Life in the army is not so different from ordinary 
living, for the moral standard, be it high or low, is 
created by the individual. Each man has a standard 
of his own, and he will rise or fall as he allows the 
influence of the masses to hide it from his view. Your 
life in the army will be just what you yourself wish 
to make it. 

There are many new things to be learned. Every 
day brings its lessons. But you must keep in mind 
the fact that you will not find the name Seventh-day 
Adventist so easy to lean on as before you entered 
the service. Neither will the experience you had at 
conversion, or at any other time, avail just now. You 
must live by the day. You cannot plan for the future, 
for you do not know what a day may bring, but it is 
your privilege to have your heart ready for anything 
at all times. Surrender your life to God: and keep 
surrendered. " Quit you like men." " Draw nigh 
to God, and he will draw nigh to you," else you 
will find yourself drifting on a sea of uncertainty at 
a time when more than ever before you need the power 
of decision. If there is anything, even an " unknown 
something," standing between yourself and God, get 
rid of it. You can! Pray this consecration prayer: 
" Search me, 0 God, and know my heart : try me, and 
know my thoughts : and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." 

Things may move along smoothly for a time, but the 
trial will come sooner or later, when you will have to 
make a choice, and prove whether or not you are a 
genuine Christian. If you take one step down ; if you 
weaken under the test, you will find it next to im-
possible to regain the ground you have lost, or the 
respect of your officers and comrades. These men 
have a right to expect a great deal of one who makes 
so high a profession. You will find that to be a loyal 
Seventh-day Adventist in the army you must live a 
life of faith and prayer. 

You may have to endure ridicule for His name's 
sake. Christ suffered all the wrongs that humanity 
could inflict, but he lived without sin, and it is your 
privilege to do the same. To be ashamed of your re-
ligion is to deny God. Do not make yourself or your 
peculiar beliefs conspicuous. At all times show com-
mon sense, exercise reasonable judgment, be quiet and 
be meek, but stand as firm as the rock Gibraltar. 
When you have been granted privileges which show 
the convincing power of the principles you hold, do 
not be boastful, only humbly grateful. 

In the army you have no one on whom to lean, and 
so you turn to God and to his Word. You learn to 
study as you never studied before, and as the days 
pass you feel yourself drawing nigh unto God. Re-
member that your companions are watching you 
closely, and when you weaken under pressure they 
are disappointed in you as well as is your heavenly 
Father. When difficulties arise, it is always a privi-
lege to claim the promise : " Thine ears shall hear a 
word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye 
in it, when ye turn to the right blind, and when ye 
turn to the left." 
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God has a plan for every life. Providence has 
placed you and me in the army. Our country needs 
us. Let us be thankful that we are here, and render 
faithfully to our Father the things which are his, as 
well as to Caesar the service which belongs to him. 

B. R. SPEAR. 

An Example Worth Following 
A YOUNG business man, a consistent, courageous 

rs• Endeavorer,' reached a strange city to attend a 
conference of pastors and workers. As the time of 
his arrival was unknown, there was no one at the depot 
to meet him. Getting into the bus with a brisk, busi-
nesslike commercial traveler, he asked the name of 
the best hotel. " Come with me, and I will show you," 
said our knight of the grip. 

After the Endeavorer had registered, he accepted 
the cordial invitation of the commercial traveler to sit 
at the same table in the dining-room with six others 
he had " rounded up," as he expressed it. Joining 
in the free conversation, he soon proved himself a 
man among men, and evidently won the frank friend-
liness of the crowd. 

Presently one of the men said, " Say, fellows, I 
heard a good story the other day, and now, while the 
waitress is away, is a good time for me to tell it." 

Quick as R. flash our Endeavorer said: " Just a 
moment, friend. If it is  a smutty yarn, I for one do 
not want to hear it. I have cut out all that sort of 
thing." 

Dull thud, ominous pause, and then up spoke an-
other of the men: " That's right, friend ; so have I." 
And one after another expressed himself as preferring 
not to listen to the impure jest or story. 

One clean, courageous man can clean up a whole 
company by a brave stand against the things that 
debase and weaken character.— Selected. 

The  Man Who  Changed My Life 

AS rapidly as possible I got my eyes on all my 
heroes, and because they were so near me the 

world was like an enchanted palace. One day I saw 
a great man whose fame had not reached me in the 
West — Phillips Brooks. No one who ever saw Phil-
lips Brooks ever forgot him. Physically he was 
superb: 

A combination and a form indeed, 
Where every god did seem to  set  his seal, 
To give the world assurance of a man. 

His mind was even more wonderful than his body, 
and his heart was equal to his mind. And when the 
great preacher stood in the pulpit and flooded his 
congregation with his thought and feeling, the heart 
instinctively cried, ." It is good to be here! " Indeed, 
it was so good to be in Trinity, that I found myself 
there almost every Sunday, and the oftener I went 
the less attractive to me was the law library in the 
statehouse on Beacon Hill. Before many months 
had passed I decided not to be a lawyer, but to be a 
preacher. The course of my whole life was changed 
by this one great man ! 

The poet Keats once said, " I have not the slightest 
feeling of humility toward the public, or to anything 
in existence but the Eternal Being, the principle of 
beauty, and the memory of great men." It is true, 
as Tennyson says in his " Ode on the Death of the 
Duke of Wellington," " On God and godlike men we  

build our trust." The Roman emperor Alexander 
Severus is said to have had • in hi* oratory nothing 
except the statues of great men. Another Roman, the 
philosopher Seneca, believed that we ought to choose 
some good man and always have him before our eyes, 
that we may live as if he watched us, and do every-
thing as if he saw. 

Mark Rutherford, in one of his volumes, tells of 
a call he once made on Thomas Carlyle. This single 
interview with the great Seotchman he always re-
garded as one of the most important events in his 
entire life. His advice to all young people is never 
to lose a chance of making the acquaintance of great 
men and women. They communicate to us something 
that makes it easier to live. It is easier to walk with 
a  noble tread after we have kept step even for a brief 
hour with one of God's true noblemen. 

Robert Browning told this incident to Dean Farrar : 
" Once I was walking with my son, who was then a 
little boy, in the streets of Paris. We saw an old man 
approaching us in a long, loose, rather shabby coat, 
and with a stooping, shuffling attitude and gait. 
Touch that man as you pass him,' I whispered to 

my son. ' I will tell you why afterwards.' The child 
touched him as he passed, and I said to him, Now, 
my boy, you will always be able to remember in later 
years that you once saw and touched the great 
Beranger.' " 

It is not many great men whom you can touch with 
your finger tip, but that is no great loss. You can 
touch them with your mind, your heart, your spirit. 
You can prostrate your soul before them and allow 
them to bless you.— Youth's Companion. 

The Bible and You 

DID you ever think of the Bible as God's letter to 
you? — not as a letter to the human family at 

large, but a letter to you. Did you ever think of the 
Word of God as being a direct message to you as truly 
as it was to David when Nathan said to him, " Thou 
art the man " ? Do I mean, then, that if you had 
never lived, the Bible would have been worded differ-
ently 1 I do not mean that, but I do mean, however, 
that the Bible is specifically your book, God's confi-
dential counselor to you. God has for you an under-
standing in the Word adapted to your individual 
needs. It is your privilege to make applications of 
the Word to your soul needs as no other individual 
in all  the world can. 

In the Word there is frr you the hidden manna. 
If you love the Word, you will be surprised and de-
lighted, as you search as for hidden treasure, to find 
that it so fully supplies all the longings and desires 
of your own individual hopes toward heaven. 

A mighty all-seeing, all-knowing Providence saw 
the whole human family — not  as one great mass of 
people, but as separate individuals. And when the 
Holy Spirit moved on men to write, " In the beginning 
God," he had you and me in mind. His thought was 
that when we should come on the stage of action for 
our moment of time between two eternities, that we' 
each one through the Scriptures might get the bless-
ings ordained for us before the world was. 

BERT RHOADS. 

EXPEDIENCY  is the principle of man ; principle is the 
expediency of God.— W. Fearon Holliday. 
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z.----- "You must live each day at your very best: 

The work of the world is done by few; 
God asks that a part be done by you.," 

God'eCare 
Lim a cradle, rocking, rocking, 

Silent, peaceful, to and tro, 
Like a mother's sweet looks dropping 

On the little face below, 
Hangs the green earth, swinging, turning, 

Jarless, noiseless, safe and slow, 
Falls the light of God's face bending 

Down and watching us below. 

And as feeble babes that suffer 
Loss and cry, and will not rest, 

Are the ones the tender mother 
Holds the closest, loves the best,— 

So when we are weak and weary, 
By our sins weighed down, distressed, 

Then it is that God's great patience 
Holds us closest, loves us best. 

— Selected. 

An Interesting Try-Out 

A YOUNG man and his wife who had lived all their 
lives in a small city and who were perfectly fa-

miliar with the things outsiders say about the social 
side of church life, determined to try a series of ex-
periments when business called the young man to a 
number of different towns for a month or six weeks, 
and they had to live in hotels or rented apartments 
doing light housekeeping. They were in moderate 
circumstances and dressed plainly, though nicely 
enough for young married people of modest means, 
and they took care to say nothing about their relatives 
or friends back home except in the most general way. 

At the first place they stopped, they tried a church 
of their own denomination and attended services. 
Both were urged at once to join organized classes in 
the Sunday school and the society for young folks in 
connection with the church. They explained that 
they did not care to join because of their short stay, 
but would attend when they could. At the end of 
their stay they summed up their church privileges 
and found that they had been invited to three socials, 
two entertainments, a musical, and a picnic, all with-
out joining any organization. Moreover they had 
received calls from a number of new acquaintances 
and had had several rides. The young wife had at-
tended an all-day meeting of the Red Cross unit of 
the church, and the ladies had urged her to bring no 
lunch, as they would attend to that, and altogether 
they had been welcomed royally, though they were 
unknown to their new friends. Purposely they gave 
the very least contributions they could, or nothing 
at all, to see if they would be dropped, but apparently 
it made no difference whether they were generous or 
stingy. 

At the next town they tried another denomination, 
explaining that they were there but a short time and 
were located near the sister denomination, so they 
attended there rather than in the church of their 
choice. Once more they were welcomed and included 
in all the church activities for young people, though 
they did not contribute anything but their presence 
and the very smallest coins to the services. Again 
the young folks living near them graciously opened 
their homes to them and called on them to make them-
selves at home, their only recommendation being that 
they were well-bred, modest-appearing young Chris-
tians. In this case they were not asked to join the 
organizations when the church people found out their  

preference, but they were made welcome at all the 
meetings and all social gatherings. 

And so it went during the whole round, and the 
young couple went home to say that thereafter when 
somebody rose up to call the church and church people 
stiff and formal they would know by experience that 
it was all the other way. Outside the church, people 
wanted to know their business connections, their rela-
tives, where they came from, who they were, and how 
much education and refinement they possessed, and 
even then they held them at arm's length and scru-
tinized them carefully. But in the church nobody 
asked who they were or how much money or what 
social standing they possessed. They took it for 
granted that they were interested in the work of the 
kingdom or they would not attend church services, 
and on that ground and that alone they opened their 
hearts to them. And in the series of try-outs each 
and every denomination stood the test.— Hilda Rich-
mond. 

Peggy and Mrs. Kendall 

YOU are a cruel, hard-hearted woman," Dr. Morrill 
declared, looking at Grandmother Gale with affec-

tion. " I wonder I keep on speaking terms with you." 
" There are some fresh molasses cookies in the blue 

jar, John." 
Dr. John disappeared into the pantry and returned 

with a cooky in each hand. 
" Eighty-one years old and refusing to need a doc-

tor! " he grumbled. " How should we poor fellows 
live if every one treated us the way you do, I'd like 
to know ? " 

" I haven't time to be sick," grandmother replied 
serenely. " There are too many interesting things to • 
do in the world. I've been trying to persuade Peggy 
here to learn some of them — cooking and sewing and 
knitting. They are sure to come in handy sometime." 

There was a wistful note in grandmother's voice 
which made the doctor glance sharply at Peggy. She 
met the glance with a saucy dimpling of her pretty 
face. 

" I'm like grandma — I haven't time," she ex-
plained. 

The doctor disposed of the last of his cookies and 
picked up his hat. 
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" Do you happen to have time for a drive with a 
country doctor, Peggy ? " he asked. " Or have you 
outgrown that 'I " 

" 0 Dr. John," cried Peggy, jumping to her feet, 
" I thought you never were going to ask me! May 
I drive I " 

" What else was I asking you for ? " the doctor 
retorted. 

In two minutes they were off. Peggy chattered 
gayly. They had been comrades ever since that first 
memorable ride thirteen years ago when she was five 
and the doctor let her hold the wheel of his first auto-
mobile. 

" Where? " Peggy asked. 
" Mrs. Amos Kendall's first." 
Peggy looked up. " Dr. John, is Mrs. Kendall 

really so very sick I You know it has been so many 
years —" 

For a nimment the doctor was silent ; then he said, 
" It  has  been all her life. It began when she was a 
child of ten and refused to learn to sew carpet rags 
because she didn't like sewing. And all her life she 
kept on refusing to do things she didn't like to do. 
Well, she has had her way. And now, at sixty, she 
hasn't an interest in the world — nothing to do except 
think how miserable she is. She is the most unhappy 
person I know." 

Peggy looked gravely at the landscape, but her 
dimple betrayed her. 

" The moral of which is : Be a good girl and learn 
to cook, as your grandmother wants you to, else some 
day you may get bored to death doing nothing. 
Q. E. D. Well, since you put it that way —" 

" Your intuition, Miss Gale, is really extraordi-
nary," the doctor replied.— Selected. 

Home Suggestions from Here and There 
e_ROUND cinnamon burned on top of the stove will 
1.-7  remove the odor of cabbage or onions, and will 
give a pleasant aroma to the room. 

When one's oven has a tendency to burn food on 
the bottom, use a piece of an old wire screen cut to 
fit the oven, and there will be no more trouble. 

Many busy housewives will plant cucumber seed 
for cucumber pickles. Be sure to plant one or two 
nasturtium seeds in each hill. This will keep the bugs 
away. It has been tried for years, and never fails. 

When a person wants to use the white of an egg 
'and not the yolk, break a small hole and let the white 
out. Then paste a small piece of paper over the hole, 
and the yolk will keep fresh for several days. 

Nature and Science 
Poison Gas of a Beetle 

MOST people think that the use of poison gas in 
warfare is a purely human, or perhaps one 

should say inhuman, idea. Yet the plan has been 
adopted by nature. Certain kinds of beetles known 
as bombardiers, and called by scientists Brachinus, 
make free use of poisonous fumes to keep their enemies 
at bay. A typical species known as  Bra,chinus crepi-
tans, is largely attacked by certain ground beetles. 
These ground beetles are very active, and can easily 
overtake the bombardiers. Just as they get within 
reach, however, a very strange thing happens. The 
bombardier has the power of ejecting a peculiar liquid  

which, when it comes into contact with the atmos-
phere, bursts into a sort of pale blue-green flame. 
This immediately is followed by a kind of smoke. 
Now this smoke has a remarkable effect upon the pur-
suer. No sooner do the fumes come into contact with 
the ground beetle than the creature is blinded and 
stupefied. A strange paralysis overtakes the insect, 
and it seems unable to move any farther. Quite a 
while elapses before the ground beetle recovers. In 
the meantime the bombardier makes good his escape. 
— The American Boy. 

A New Disease 

ONE of the dangers that the war has caused is a 
disease peculiar to aeroplane makers. The wings 

of an aeroplane consist of Irish linen, stretched 
over mahogany or spruce framework. The interstices 
of the cloth are made impervious to water and to air 
by repeated applications of a varnish that contains 
as its chief base either acetate or nitrate of cellulose 
mixed with a solvent that rapidly evaporates. This 
mixture, frequently called " dope varnish," contains 
dangerous substances, such as tetrachlormethane, ace-
tone, wood alcohol, or benzine. The tetrachlormethane 
is most frequently responsible for the illness among 
aeroplane workers; it causes nausea, vomiting, ab-
dominal pains, jaundice, delirium, and sometimes 
death. 

To prevent it several precautions are necessary : a 
downward system of ventilation, the drying of wings 
and other parts in rooms separated from the " dope 
rooms," and giving the workers fifteen-minute-rest 
periods in the open air. Running water, soap, indi-
vidual towels and overalls, and well-ventilated lockers 
also help. Eating in the " dope room " is forbidden, 
and every worker must have at least an hour for 
luncheon. Furthermore, in order to get early diag-
nosis of the poisoning and to prevent the serious after-
effects, frequent medical supervision is imperative. 
All workers who complain of dizziness or sleepiness 
must be removed from employment for at least forty-
eight hours.— Selected. 

The Story of  a  Ball of Binder Twine 

THE United States pays twenty millions of dollars 
every year for the privilege of using binder twine 

to bind our harvests. Time was when sheaves of grain 
were bound with wire. Now the fiber of the leaves of 
the sisal, or century plant, which is a native of Yuca-
tan and the Philippines, is used. Natives strip the 
leaves into layers preparatory to securing the fiber. 
A primitive machine of native manufacture is used 
to do the stripping. This machine is made from 
bamboo poles, and the knife has small sawlike notches 
cut in its edge. A spring pole, operated by a foot 
lever, furnishes the necessary pressure on the knife. 
One man can strip about twenty-five pounds a day, 
and by working three or four days a week, he can 
support his family in luxury. Then the fiber is care-
fully dried and prepared for transportation. 

Women and small boys act as carriers for the rough 
fiber, and bring it down the mountain sides to the 
nearest shipping point. Then it comes to America 
and enters the twine factory. A softening and com-
bining process carefully works it into a so-called 
" sliver," intricate machinery carrying it through the 
various steps required. Then the ball becomes a 
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reality ill a vast room where women operate machines 
at great speed. Each ball weighs about four pounds, 
measuring about five hundred to six hundred feet of 
binder twine. 

In a storeroom, with thousands of other balls, it is 
inspected and weighed. Those balls that have knots 
and strands of uneven diameter are rejected. From 
there it goes to the farm. But the sisal strand has 
a rival. It is American hemp. Machines have been 
invented that will harvest hemp in sufficient quantities 
to introduce it as a rival of sisal. The new hemp 
gatherer harvests and ties the hemp in bundles.— 
Illustrated World. 

Squirrels of Columbus 

COLUMBUS has a squirrel population of hundreds. 
Eighteen years ago I saw the ancestors of the 

agile, rollicking, frolicking squirrels that now scamper 
over the capitol grounds. Here they spend the entire 
year, winter and summer, a joy to visitors, and always 
ready to accept hospitality when that means peanuts 
or other nuts. They do not care for the salty kind. 
If given an unshelled nut, they scamper away and 
bury it, showing their care for the future. To hold 
their attention one should give only shelled nuts in 
small pieces. 

Standing one day on the corner of Third and Broad 
Streets, waiting for a car, I saw a squirrel climb a 
pole, run along the electric light cable for half a block, 

and then turn and run down another cable in,  n alley, 
looking for a peanut stand presumably. 

These agile creatures are not confined to the capitol 
grounds. At the Ohio State University grounds seven 
squirrels at once gathered around us, and all but one 
took peanuts from our hand. They climbed into our 
laps, ran up our arms, and sat on our shoulders, beg-
ging for food, which of course was neither bread nor 
carrots, but nuts. They are wise little creatures, ap-
parently knowing that their muscles grow supple and 
strong upon a nut diet, and that to climb and jump 
from tree to tree they need the most nutritious diet 
obtainable. 

They are free to sit on one's lap or shoulder, but 
they resent any attempt at familiarity in the form 
of petting. Attempt it, and they bound away and 
are up a tree in a twinkle. It is attempting the'im-
possible to pick them up and hold them. Touch not, 
handle not. Whistle, and they scatter as if by magic, 
and make for the nearest tree, fearing their arch 
enemy the dog. 

The squirrels of Columbus have scattered over the 
city. A friend who lives on Chittenden Avenue, five 
blocks away from the university grounds, has five 
large elm trees in his rear yard, and several squirrels 
spend much of the summer in these trees, and some-
times visit their kitchen. They afford his children 
much daily amusement. 

An acquaintance used to place nuts on his bedroom 
window sill, and about six o'clock in the morning a 
pair of squirrels would come there for their breakfast. 
If they did not find the nuts, they would tap on the 
window and beg to be fed. Sometimes my friend 
purposely left no nuts, but left the window open ; then 
Mr. and Mrs. Squirrel would enter, jump onto the 
foot of the bed, and chatter. Sometimes the occupants 
pretended to be asleep ; then the squirrels would come 
up to the head of the bed and chatter in their ears. 
They wanted their breakfast. One of the squirrels 
acquired the habit of grabbing a sock land going 
toward the window with it. On the way he would 
stop to see if he was noticed or if his ruse was effec-
tive. Once he carried it outside, and found this course 
an effective method of awakening the pseudosleepers. 

One October several new squirrels entered the garret 
of my friend's home through a ventilator shaft. One 
of them got down between the walls of a partition 
and was unable to find his way up again. For three 
days our acquaintance thought the noise made by the 
imprisoned squirrel was made by rats. Finally he 
climbed to the attic to investigate, and by means of 
a lighted candle saw the squirrel's predicament, and 
effected his rescue. All that day Master Squirrel, in 
gratitude for his rescue, followed his emancipator 
about from room to room a few feet behind him. 

One day one of the squirrels that visited the bed-
room for their breakfast was chased by a number of 
other squirrels, and on being cornered in the limb of 
a tree made a leap for the limb of another tree, gut 
missed and fell thirty feet and broke off an incisor 
tooth, and so found difficulty in eating his meals. 
Then my acquaintance shelled the nuts and cut them 
up very fine, and the grateful squirrel got along until 
the tooth grew out again. 

Why should not all cities possessing a park system 
populate them with these intelligent and interesting 
creatures 7 	 A. W. HERR. 

Seven Reasons for Saving 

SAVE for your country's sake, because it is now 
spending millions a day and must find most of 

the money out of savings. 
Save for your own sake, because work and wages 

are plentiful, and, as prices are high now, a dollar 
will buy more after the war. 

Save, because when you spend you make other 
people work for you, and the work of every one is 
needed now to win the war. 

Save, because by saving you make things cheaper 
for every one, especially for those who are poorer 
than you. 

Save, because by going without you relieve the 
strain on ships, docks, and railways, and make trans-
portation cheaper and quicker. 

Save, because by saving you set an example that 
makes it easier for the next man to save. A saving 
nation is an earning nation. 

Save, because every time you save you help twice, 
first when you don't spend and again when you lend 
to the nation.— The Commonwealth. 
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The Unanswered Call 
E. F. 00I.T.TPR 

R" TERRELL moved uneasily in his seat as con-
viction settled upon his heart. He imagined 

every one in the room was looking at him, and every 
look was a question mark. He had heard many ser-
mons, having grown up, as it were, in an atmosphere 
of church life. Since his earliest recollection he could 
think of no Sabbath when he with his mother had not 
been present at religious services, except when sick-
ness or absence from the vicinity of a church made 
attendance impossible ; but never in all his experience 
had he felt impressed by a call to missionary service 
as he did today. 

On one side of Roy sat his mother, dearest and best 
of all his friends, and on the other side sat his chum 
and loyal friend, Fred McClure. Back of them, sit-
ting with her mother, was Winifred Ridman, for 
whom Roy held a fascinated and reverent regard. 
They had been listening with rapt attention to the 
visiting minister as he related the experience and 
observation of his travels, and in the heart of each 
one there grew a holier respect for the gospel in far 
fields. Now as the finger of the speaker moved across 
the world map it seemed to carry Roy along, and 
when it stopped at a far western point on the African 
continent, abruptly left him there with a profound 
conviction that it was the very place where he ought 
to be. 

The speaker continued : 
Volunteers are what the Lord wants,— young men 

and young women of vigor and bright hopes who will 
aspire to do great things for God in these missionary 
fields. They are needed now, and I pray God that 
some of these young people before me may be aroused 
to go from this meeting as his messengers to those who 
are far away and have no light." 

Roy wondered if his mother saw the call directed 
at him the same as he saw it, and if Winifred was 
looking at him and sensing his uneasiness. He wished 
that some one would volunteer, thus making a start 
so that he might follow, or that the minister would 
stop talking about it and appealing, so that he would 
be relieved. But there was no open response, and 
presently the meeting closed. 

As the party of friends walked homeward, discuss-
ing the need of the mission fields as presented in the 
discourse, Fred remarked : 

" Roy, why don't you volunteer to go? You have 
a good schooling, and are just the boy, in my opinion, 
to engage in such work." 

" Who — me? answered Roy in seeming astonish-
ment, although that was the very question he expected 
to hear and dreaded more than any other. " Why, 
I have another year coming in school, you know ; and 
besides, what could I do in a big wild land like Africa 
or South America? I wouldn't even make decent bait 
for cannibals. That kind of work requires ruggedness 
of character and great endurance. Besides, it isn't 
merely to be qualified educationally and physically, 
you know. I — I think one ought to feel himself 
called to such a work, and not go merely at another's 
suggestion." 

" Yes, I suppose what you said last is true, but I 
didn't know but you were being inclined that way," 
was the answer Fred give as a sort of apology. 

" Why don't you yourself go, Fred ? " 
Immediately the words had gone from his lips Roy 

regretted having spoken them. He knew why Fred 

would not volunteer, and the reason was far better 
than the one he had just advanced for himself. He 
knew that Fred had none of the advantages that he 
had for securing the necessary education to fit him 
for such an enterprise. 

" I only wish I could go," remarked Fred, sadly, 
" but the Lord knows that I am not fitted for such 
important work." 

Roy did not realize how foolish his remarks about 
himself must have sounded until that night when he 
was alone. Then it came to him that he not only had 
a guileful tongue, but that he was also a moral slacker. 
An eight-grade course in the common school, two years 
in the academy, and three years more at college had 
given him an intellectual training above that of most 
of his young friends in the church and community. 
And as for his health,— well, he was a picture of 
health, and he felt just as well as he looked. Now 
he remembered how quickly and strangely Winifred 
had looked at him. She might not have guessed his 
subterfuge, but he was quite certain that his mother 
and Fred did, although the former gave no indication 
of it. But then she was his mother, and she was very 
wise, and besides she loved him a great deal; that 
may have accounted for it. But he slept and arose 
again, driving away both Spirit and conviction with 
new cares and lesser ambitions. 

And then came the draft. Two weeks after he had 
registered he was examined for military duty, and 
found fit —" Sound as a dollar from head to heels," 
was the physician's expression as he completed the 
examination. Six months of hard training in a mil-
itary camp, and then France welcomed him with the 
incoming thousands who came as saviors from the 
Western Republic. A few months later he advanced 
in line with the others of his regiment, side by side 
with the valiant men of France, into the thick of 
battle. 

Through fields of half-ripened grain they drove the 
enemy, fearlessly following, far ahead of supply 
trains, forgetful of bodily wants. Through and past 
thickets that spouted fire and death, where innumer-
able machine guns were hidden; across open fields 
that burst with volcanic-like eruptions and opened 
ghastly shell craters as the voices of giant guns in the 
distance uttered their challenge. 

Then they came to the town of —, with its terrible 
conflict that lasted all day and into the night. Here 
fresh reserves were rushed forward by the enemy, and 
the battle deadlocked. Through the streets of the 
village, across the ridges behind, and back through 
the fields and woods lay many of their comrades ; but 
the goal was before them, and though the enemy coun-
tered fiercely, Yankee pluck and courage withstood 
every assault. 

That night the town was divided, half of it in the 
hands of American troops and the other half held by 
the enemy. The fire of artillery and machine . guns 
died down, but neither side slept. Each knew that 
the morning would bring a renewal of extreme con-
flict, and they waited and cleaned their guns and 
prayed. 

In a shelter — such as it was — formed by fallen 
beams and the broken wall of a wrecked building, 
were gathered eleven men. All of them were Ameri-
cans, except one poilu who had become detached from 
his regiment during 'the battle the day before,  and 
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who now associated himself with these new comrades 
from over the seas. Roy Terrell and Fred McClure 
were both there, the latter nursing a wound in his 

shoulder made by a flying fragment of Shell. Through 
good fortune these friends had been placed together 
both in training and service, and all through the 
period of camp life and all through the battle of the 
preceding day they had been within sight of each 
other. An intimacy greater than ever in the past now 

:bound them together, and they rejoiced that provi-
dence had seen fit to place them side by side. 

Under the tense conditions sleep was impossible. 
All assumed such attitudes of ease as were possible, 
;and rested as best they could, but it was a sorry 
respite. With guns and gas masks ready at hand ; 
• and with grim faces, sweat-streaked and powder-
'blackened, they awaited the morning onslaught. Many 
tender words and confidences were passed between 
Roy and Fred that night. Once their hands met in a 
warm, passionate embrace, while somewhere in the 
darkness of that miserable shelter there was heard a 
repressed sob. 

When the first morning light began to tinge the 
eastern skies, an inferno of shell fire was let loose from 
both sides of the opposing forces. A huge bomb from 
a trench mortar landed squarely before the place 
where the friends were grouped, and burst with ter-
rific force, well-nigh demolishing their retreat and 
'opening a great cavity in the earth. Those of the 
occupants who could do so extricated themselves from 
the shattered wreckage and scrambled down into the 
shell hole, where they took positions to repel an attack 
of infantry which was momentarily expected. Al-
though they saw little of what was going on about 
them, they knew that on each side and behind were 
many other of their countrymen waiting for the order 
that would come to drive forward. 

Suddenly there was a movement immediately in 
front. The enemy was creeping upon them. A half-
dozen forms arose from a carefully chosen position 
and threw grenades, two of them falling back with 
hands pressed to their breasts as the guns crashed 
out from the American side. One grenade was hurled 
directly at the men in the shell hole. There was no 
chance to flee, to even breathe a prayer. But with a 
movement quick as thought, Roy, who was in direct 
line with the missile, reached up and clutched the 
hurtling terror, and with another movement as quick 
threw it to one side where it exploded, spraying them 
with dust and scattered debris as they again fixed 
their attention o- 	Int. But before ever his arm 
Was withdrawn, 	.'s bullet found its way to 
Roy's heart, and 	into Fred's arms with a look 
that Fred understood ; for through him it transmitted 
a message of love and assurance clear back across the 
Atlantic to those who waited with prayers and anxiety 
for the boy who would not return. 	• 

Coincident with this tragic occurrence there rang 
out from behind a cry of command that sent hundreds 
of khaki-clad bounding forward, and presently the 
Village was cleared. A few hours later Fred McClure 
and two others — all that remained of those eleven 
companions for a night — came back, and with bared 
"eads paid silent tribute of respect to their dead hero 
comrade who had saved their lives by his quick 
thought and action. 

And then one day Fred came back to the. States to 
recuperate from wounds received at the front. Sit-
ting in a wheel chair, the center of a circle of admiring 
and intimate friends, including Roy's mother and  

Winifred, he related to them the incident as it is 
written in the battle annals and book of heroes of the 
army over the seas. 

" Yes, though Roy cannot know, he has been cited 
for personal bravery and for post decoration of honor 
because of that deed. But there is more I have to re-
late," said Fred, " something that interests a few of 
us in a particular way because of our knowledge of 
certain matters before Roy went away. 

" A long time ago he confided to me how he had 
been impressed to go into mission fields, but refused 
to heed the summons. This weighed heavily upon 
him. The bill of health and fitness which he received 
from the War Department that sent him into the 
training camp was a severe condemnation to him be-
cause of remarks he had made at a certain time. But 
he repented, and entreated me to bring these back to 
you in case he should be left to sleep under foreign 
soil. Here, Mrs. Terrell and Winifred, are his mes-
sages to you, given just the night before the battle 
that claimed his life. They will bring joy into your 
sorrow and put a ray of sunshine into your tears." 

Then he handed them each a letter. 
Winifred wept softly as she read the missive ad-

dressed to her, while a beam of gladness came into 
Mrs. Terrell's face that almost obliterated the lines 
that sorrow had written there. 

Here is the .text of the letter which she read. The 
contents account for the emotions that swept her soul 
and Winifred's that day: 

" DEAREST MOTHER: It is the night before the great battle 
of which you will read and hear later. My heart has been 
heavy for many days as I have thought of the many opportu-
nities I slighted  before coming here. How strange that it 
should grow lighter now, and just before what is to take place 
tomorrow. 

" But what has grieved me is that I have not always been 
true to God and honest with his Spirit and with those whom 
I love. You will recall that day at the church when the min-
ister asked for volunteers to go to the African mission fields. 
At that time I was convinced that I ought to go, but refused 
to heed the call, and made some miserably false excuses. I 
now ask you to forgive me, mother dear, and I am sending 
the same request to Winifred, who was present on that occasion. 
You will both understand. Under the circumstances I shall 
gladly give my life,  if need be, to the cause which my country 
has espoused, but I wish — oh, how I wish! — I had been as 
willing to give it to my Saviour for his work when he called. 

" I want you to know, mother, that I have truly repented, 
and will, if my life is spared and God permits, go anywhere 
he may call me to go when I return from this great war. 

" I pray for you, mother dear; God bless and keep you. 
Pray also for me that he may strengthen my faith and uphold 
me. Give my love and best wishes to all my friends back 
there. If I should not return, think of me in future days with 
gracious forbearance as of one who is now definitely committed 
to do God's will, and who believes that what God wills is always 
best. 	Your loving and devoted son, 

" ROY OLIVER TERRELL." 
" My dear, dear boy ! " said Mrs. Terrell, the glory 

of a smile hidden in her tears, " I knew that if he re-
turned he would bring the Lord with him, and if he 
had to leave us he would take the Lord along." 

Then Fred leaned forward and placed in her hands 
the Bible she had given her son when he left for 
France. On the flyleaf she had written, " To my 
beloved son, Roy, from Mother." Opposite, on the 
inside cover page, was pasted a small map of Africa. 
A penciled figure of a hand pointed to the Gold Coast, 
and below were written the following lines : 

" Dark Africa, you called me once; 
Unkind, I turned away : 

An inner darkness, deep and cold, 
Pursued  me from that day. 

But now, Dark Land, repentant, I 
Hold out my hands to thee; 

Thy need and God's unfailing love 
. Have sent the light to me." 



November 5, 1918 
	

THE YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR 
	

11 

says: 
smoked. 
read 

lowing 

think 

for 

Later 
consulting 

attendance 

M RS. 

one 

LETTERS THAT NEED NO COMMENT 

PAULIN E HO LM E, preside-A emeritus of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Baltimore, 
Maryland, in writing of the Anti-Tobacco Annual, of which she has distributed a large number, 
- I gave a copy  of the INSTRUCTOR — the Anti-Tobacco Annual — to a prominent gentleman who 

He read it  and has not smoked since last September, a year ago. 	His son, a Cornell student, 
it and quit, and an uncle past eighty years of age read it and has not smoked since. 	Each quit without 

with the other, and all three have not smoked since. 	I am ordering an additional fifty copies. 
I hope to get other orders." 	 • 	 ,..,- 

Another W. C. T. U. worker accompanied her order for the Anti-Tobacco Annual with the fol- 
note: 

- I just had a call over the telephone from one of our county W. C. T. U. officers. 	She said, '  I 
the Anti-Tobacco INSTRUCTOR the best I ever read. 	I am going to see how many boys will be in 

at Hillsdale College this year, and shall see that each one has a copy.' 	Later she said, ' Send 
hundred copies, and I will be responsible for the four dollars.' " 

What are you doing with the Anti-Tobacco Annual? 

41 u 	 9 	P
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Conquering the Evil and Cultivating the Good 
MATILDA 

I AM sure the Master meant for young people to 
form habits that would be an unfailing blessing to 

them — habits that would be a bulwark between them 
and the tempter, and make them victorious soldiers 
of the cross. I hope that is the kind you are forming. 
For your habits will be among your best friends or 
your worst enemies. They will be a mighty power for 
good or a dreadful weight to drag you to evil. 

Day by day you are choosing which kind your hab-
its will be; and little by little they are making your 
life a power for good, or dragging you down with their 
awful chains to sin. But today it is yours to choose, 
and as great a man as William McKinley ventured 
to say that " it is just as  easy  to form a good habit 
as it is a bad one. And it is just as hard to break a 
good habit as a bad one." 

Habits That Hinder 
But some of us have already formed habits that 

hinder. Then what shall we do ? That reminds me : 
I have read that the men who built some of our early 
railroads were paid by the mile. For this reason they 
put in many curves that might have been avoided. 
I do not know that the story is true; it hardly seems 
probable ; but the fact remains that in recent years 
millions of dollars have been spent in straightening 
roads, in order to eliminate the enormous waste of 
traveling around unnecessary curves. 

Perhaps we, too, have been traveling around curves 
in our lives, for every bad habit is a curve — and a 
dangerous curve — in the road of life. Are you care-
less about your work? Is the tardy habit gripping 
you ? Are you habitually neglecting your personal 
devotions ? Do you forget your promises to others ? 
Do you spend your money carelessly I Are you yield-
ing to the temptation to read books that your best 
judgment does not indorse? Or are you failing on 
any other point to be all that you long to be today I 
If so, begin at once to cut out these curves on the 
road of life, for every curve not only hinders but 
endangers your future. Do not keep one,— no, not 
even one unnecessary curve. 

Every Habit Hard to Break 
" I just can't do it. I can't get used to their ways. 

I suppose it's because I wasn't used to it at home," 

ERICKSON 

said  a young man. He had been brought up in a 
Christian home. Early in life, however, he went out 
to work for people who were not Christians — people 
who cared nothing for the better things of life, and 
sought only money and pleasure. But the habits 
formed in childhood were a chain holding that young 
man to his father's religion. They were a bulwark 
between him and the temptations about him. 

I suppose habits are so very hard to break because 
they are formed so unconsciously. The chain of habit 
is not felt until it is too strong to break. Trench says : 

" Habit, like a rolling atone upon a mountain top, 
A child may first set off, a giant cannot stop." 

Every act not only makes repetition easier, but makes 
it harder to do something very different. Children 
imitate others. Young people do, too, sometimes. But 
the older we grow the more we imitate ourselves. 
What we have done once we do again, and do it more 
easily, until it becomes second nature and we do it 
unconsciously. Do not sigh because this is true. 
Thank God that there is such a blessed reward for 
him who tries faithfully to do right each day. 

Aiming  High and  Living Low 
" Yes, sir, I'll be there at five o'clock sharp to take 

you to the train," said a man who has a machine as 
well as a fairly good position. Five o'clock came ; 
5 :15 ; 5 : 20 ; 5 : 45. But Mr. B— did not appear. 
The friends grew desperate; if he did not come soon, 
they surely would miss the train. Finally he came. 
" Oh, I had no idea it was so late ! " was the inexcusa-
ble excuse of his apology. He promised to meet his 
friends at a given time. He aimed to do it, and yet 
he failed because he was careless and did not keep 
watch of the time. But since he had promised to be 
there at five o'clock, it was his business  to know when 
five o'clock came. 

Just so it is your business and my business to make 
sure that our daily lives conform to our great purpose 
of being soul-winners. Aiming high in a general way 
and living on a low plane from day to day, is the 
kind of soil in which most bad habits grow. All young 
people expect to turn out well ; they only want to take 
the path of least resistance for today, and then follow 
the upward path again tomorrow. Do you remember 
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how Rip Van Winkle excused each relapse from re-
forming by " I won't count this "t You, too, may say, 
" Well,. I won't count this; I'll begin all over when 
I've had this bit of dissipation." You may not count 
it, but your heart counts it, and your nerves count it 
and register it on the enemy's side. That means that 
you will be weaker and he stronger when the next 
temptation comes. Your relapses are re-enforcements 
for him. So beware of the giving-up habit ! Do not 
root up your good habits like that. Give them a 
chance to grow. Beware of doing anything question-
able " just this once," lest before you know it the cable 
of habit be too strong to break. 

The Source of Habits 

How shall I begin to form right habits? " asks an 
earnest young Christian. And the wise man answers, 
" Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life." My visit to the famous soda 
springs in Manitou, Colorado, helps me to appreciate 
more fully what Solomon says. There were many 
small pipes where waiting tourists could fill their cups, 
but the water from the soda springs all came from the 
same big trunk pipe. So the streams of life flow out 
through various channels in words and deeds and 
attitudes. But they all originate in the heart, and 
if the heart is pure and sweet and unselfish the streams 
of habit that flow from it are bound to be the same. 

Then keep your " heart with all diligence." Do not 
merely try to keep evil out, but remember that the 
only safe way of keeping it out is to fill the heart with 
things that are true and beautiful,— with kindly 
thoughts for others. Just here was the secret of the 
power of Wilberforce, who has been called " the great 
apostle of liberty in Europe." When he was turning 
England upside down, some one asked, " What is the 
secret of his power? There are plenty of men that 
have more brains and more culture." His friends 
replied : " The secret of Wilberforce is that he has 
a heart full of sympathy." 	• 

Yes, the heart is the secret source of the habits of 
life. So ask the Master to fill your heart with sym-
pathy, that it too may overflow in loving deeds ; and 
try to live by the golden rule, and see if it does not 
make you more sympathetic. Put yourself in the 
place of others. Treat them as if they were yourself 
or the Master whoni you serve. And remember that 
kind deeds are good antidotes for selfish hearts. One 
kind deed each day will do much more than any 
amount of daydreaming in helping you to form habits 
of truly unselfish living. But above all else that you 
do, ask the Saviour to take full charge of your heart, 
for " except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain." With Jesus as the guardian of 
your heart, you will form habits that will make you 
a blessing to others in this world, and make sure of 
your admission into the next. 

Sandpaper from the Packing House 

THE whole story of packer usefulness in winning 
the war is not confined to supplying meats. For 

instance, the ArMour Sandpaper Works received an 
order by wire for an enormous amount of its product 
—" at the earliest possible moment." The factory 
buckled down to the task, ran off eighteen miles of 
sandpaper a yard wide, dried it, cut it up, packed it, 
and shipped it before the following morning. Four-
teen miles more followed the next day.—  Christian 
Herald. 

For the Finding-Out Club 

The Winner of the Oregon Country 

ON the third of March, in the cold, blustery spring 
of 1843, a stalwart man dressed in coarse fur 

garments and protected from the cutting wind by an 
immense buffalo overcoat, appeared on the streets of 
the national capital. He had journeyed from the far 
Northwest, across the trackless Rockies and the broad 
pathless prairies, on an errand of great importance. 
Straight down Pennsylvania Avenue he made his way 
to the White House, and there succeeded in securing 
an audience with President Tyler. It had taken him 
six months to make the journey, but it took him only 
a short hour to describe in outline the territory beyond 
the Rockies thirty-four times the size of the State of 
Massachusetts ; to tell of its rich mines, dense forests, 
placid lakes, majestic rivers, and fertile delta lands; 
and to make his plea against the plan which Congress 
was even then considering, of granting this land to 
Great Britain for the purpose of colonization. States-
men listened to the arguments of this rough frontier 
man, and were impressed with the wisdom of his ad-
vice. In response to his appeal the States of Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming found 
their way under the flag of the United States, and are 
ours today. 

The brave pioneer missionary doctor led a band of 
immigrants to the new country, and when they were 
located, he took up once more his work among the 
Indians, which the journey East had interrupted. 
While laboring at Wai-i-lat-pu, his mission station on 
the banks of the Walla Walla River, he was killed at 
the instigation of jealous Canadian priests, by natives 
whom he had often helped and befriended. Name this 
winner of the Oregon country, the savior of the great 
Northwest. 	 L. E. O. 

Solve the Problem 

Ti E following mathematical review of the Sunday 
sLool lessons on the first sixteen chapters of the 

book of Acts, was suggested by Rev. E. P. Armstrong 
in the Sunday School Times: 

Multiply the number of days Jesus was seen on earth after 
his resurrection, 

By the angels who talked with the disciples after his ascen- 
sion, 

Add those present in the upper room when Peter made his 
first address, 

Multiply by the number who dwelt in that upper room, 
Divide by the number added to the apostles by lot, 
Add those added to the church on the day of Pentecost, 
Divide by the disciples who, entering the temple, healed a 

man, 
Divide again by the healed man's age, 
Subtract the persons who lied unto God and fell dead, 
Multiply by the disciples released from prison by an angel, 
Divide by the men chosen and ordained to attend to the 

business of the early church, 
Subtract those stoned to death for witnessing for Jesus, 
Subtract those who offered money for the power of the Holy 

Spirit, 
Subtract the workers who preached in a chariot, 
Divide by the days a persecutor was blinded, 
Multiply by the years Aneas was in bed with the palsy, 
Add the times Peter was bidden " rise, . . . kill, and eat," 
Subtract the men sent to Peter by Cornelius, 
Add the brethren who went to Cornelius with Peter, 
Subtract the chains with which Peter was bound, 
Subtract the names of the most prominent disciple, 
Add the disciples called gods, 
Subtract the men from Macedonia who appeared to Paul in 

a Athos, 
Sul tract the number of women selling purple, and state the 

result. 
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A Minute Sermon 

of three electric 
One of these is 

unless we spend 
much time in 
reading it. The 
second is 
thought; we 
must put our 
minds upon our 
Bible reading, 
thinking it over 
carefully, or it 
will escape from 
us as fast as we 
take it in. The 
third lamp is 
love; we must 

love our Bible, or we shall not put much time or 
thought into the study of it. And the longer we read 
it, the more we shall love it.— Christian Endeavor 
World. 

Polite  Japan 

THE Japanese have an international reputation for 
politeness. One writer, in speaking of this almost 

universal trait of this happy, good-natured people, 
says: 

" I have been fourteen months in a certain province, 
and I have not yet heard voices raised in anger, or 
witnessed a quarrel; never have I seen one man strike 
another, or a woman bullied, or a child slapped. In-
deed, I have never seen any real roughness anywhere 
that I have been in Japan, except at the open ports 
where the poorer classes seem, through contact with 
Europeans, to lose their natural politeness,— their 
native morals,— even their capacity for simple hap-
piness." 

Burton Holmes, in speaking of this same character-
istic of the Japanese, says : 

" The exquisite courtesy of the Japanese teaches 
them that it is rude and selfish to show a sad face to 
the world. They are taught to bear grief with a 
smiling face. We are told of a foreigner who was 
shocked by what seemed to him the heartlessness of 
the family nurse, who announced to him the death of 
her husband with a low laugh and  a  smiling face. In 
reality that laugh betokened the most thoughtful con-
sideration for the master. To have appeared before 
the master with an unpleasant, tear-stained face, to 
have addressed him with tones of woe, would have 
been impolite. The laugh that accompanies the an-
nouncement of- sad news has been translated into 
words by Mr. Hearn. It signifies, ' This you might 
honorably think to be an unhappy event. Pray do 
not suffer Your Superiority to feel concerned about 
so inferior a matter, and pardon the necessity which 
causes us to outrage politeness by speaking about such 
an affair at all.' " 

" The courtesy of even the humblest of the peasants 
gives us a feeling of absolute security amid these 
gentle, happy-humored people. In these valleys, tea 
houses, or roadside resting places, are as numerous 
as elsewhere in Japan. Never are we suffered to ap-
proach without a welcome. The hostess always bus-
tles out and greets us with low bows, and as she bows, 
she makes a curious hissing sound by drawing in her 
breath through her closed teeth. At first it is a little  

disconcerting to be greeted everywhere by this sound 
like that of escaping steam, but it is always so; when-
ever we approach an inn some one apparently turns 
on the human radiators, which continue to sizzle until 
long after we have been comfortably installed. And 
these oft-repeated sniffs are not a sign of influenza; 
they are an outward and audible sign of an inward 
and healthy politeness. They mean that we are very 
welcome. I always tried to return these greetings 
with interest, and soon became proficient in the back-
breaking bow of Dai-Nippon, and could hold my own 
with any of them in a hissing contest." 

On an Elevated Train 

AN old lady entered with a little boy in a Scout suit. 
An old colored gentleman arose and offered her 

his seat, saluting the little boy, who returned the 
salute. Three younger men remained seated. At the 
next station a stylish young girl entered. The three 
young men arose at the same time, each proffering 
her his seat. A little later, however, the young men 
were subjected to giggles when the well-bred, stylish 
young girl arose and gave her seat to the old colored 
gentleman. 

If you had been on that train to whom would you 
have given your seat ? 

Missionary Volunteer 
Department 

M. E. KERN 	  Secretary 
MATILDA

EN  
ERICKSON 

ELLA ID 
MEADE MAC  GUIRE 	  Field Secretary 

The Summary 

W ILL the war hinder the spread of the message? 
Will our offerings and our record of missionary 

endeavor decrease because war work is demanding 
our attention and pulling vigorously at our purse 
strings? " This was what many were asking when, 
a year and a half ago, our country was drawn into 
the gigantic struggle which has gripped the world. 

The reply to these questions is found in the splen-
did missionary reports which are coming in from 
the field, and they speak in no uncertain tones. A 
decrease in offerings and missionary work? No, 
emphatically no. Look at the summary of Mission-
ary Volunteer work for the quarter ending March 
31, 1918; then compare these figures with the cor-
responding quarter's record for 1917, which is 
printed just beneath. Does it not fill the heart 
with courage and a renewed-  determination to put 
our best efforts into the Master's service, when we 
see how God has blessed his work, in spite of hin-
drances? 

Missionary Volunteers, the secret of a good re-
port rests with each one of us individually. If 
you are giving your beat to the Master, and report-
ing regularly what he has been able to accomplish 
through you, then you are doing your part. Even 
though it seems small, it will be blessed of God if it 
is your  best.  Remember the motto : " I am only 
one, but I am one. I cannot do everything,  but I 
can do something. What I can do I ought to do, 
and by the grace of God I  will do." 

M.  E. KERN. 

	  Assistant Secretaries 
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Summary of the Missionary Volunteer Work in North America 

for Quarter Ending March 31, 1918 
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Moody's Parable 
" Without a parable spake he not unto them." 

A NEWSPAPER reporter in Boston with infidel 
views said that he did not believe that these 

anecdotes preachers tell were true. And he asked 
his chief, when Moody came to Boston, that he should 
be permitted to show him up. He said he would track 
down his illustrations, and prove that he made them 
up for the occasion. He received permission, and was 
told to go ahead. He had his table, pencil, and paper 
placed directly in front of the speaker's platform; 
and he was ready to refute Mr. Moody's every story. 
Mr. Moody began : 

" I read a story today which I want to tell you." 
The reporter was on edge. He would take him word 

for word. Mr. Moody went on : " A man was going 
along the street in a certain city, I have forgotten 
the place." 

" Suspicious," sniffed the reporter as he wrote that 
down. 

"•It was the Christmas season, and he saw three 
little girls looking into the shop windows at the Christ-
mas toys. The two on the outside were trying to tell 
the one in the middle what they saw." 

That was as far as the reporter got that night. He 
dropped his pencil, and never stooped to pick it up. 
He sat as one spellbound, looking at Mr. Moody 
throughout the entire service. 

Mr. Moody went on : " One little girl said, ' 0, look 
at that lovely doll in a blue dress ! ' The child in the 
middle seemed puzzled. 0, see that red ribbon on 
this one's hat ! ' 

" The child in the middle seemed not to understand. 
She was blind. Red and blue were but words to her. 
Color was a mystery unsolvable to her, though it 
seemed to mean so much to her sisters, who were 
trying to make her see and know. The man realized 
the pathos of the scene, and hurried on. 

" So it is with this gospel we preach," said Mr. 
Moody. " The world is color-blind to the things of 
the Spirit. 0, if we could but make them see what 
we see, no man or woman would refuse the gospel 
call. If we could only tell it so that they could under-
stand, that would be preaching, the kind the world 
is hungering for." 

At the close of the service the reporter was the first 
on the stand. " Mr. Moody, where did you get that 
story ? " 

" I read it on the train this morning as I was com-
ing in." 

" Well, it's true.  I wrote it. I am the man that 
saw those little girls. But I never saw the parable 
that was in it." 

He did not know that the little blind girl was him-
self ! - Rev. E. A. Clarke. 

Where to Get Live Coals 
IT is said that upon the table-land of Asia Minor, 

the women may be seen at dawn of day going 
outdoors and looking up at their neighbors' chimneys. 
They would see the one out of which the smoke is 
coming. Thither they go to borrow live coals with 
which to kindle a fire in their own homes. Do men 
watch thus our lives ? If in our hearts the Holy Spirit 
has kindled a sacred fire, shall they not come to us 
for warmth and inspiration ?- Alliance Weekly. 

" MEN  live, not by care for themselves, but by love." 

The Sabbath School 

VII - Korah, Dathan, and Abiram Rebel 
(November 16) 

LESSON  SCRIPTURE: Numbers 16, 17. 
MEMORY VERSE : " Neither murmur ye, as some of them also . 

murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer." 1 Cor. 10: 10. 
STUDY HELPS :  " Patriarchs and Prophets," pp. 395-405; 

" Bible Lessons," McKibbin, Book One, pp. 230, 231. 
" Only the firmest and most constant hearth 

God sets to act the stoutest, hardest parts." 

Questions. 

1. After the children of Israel had turned back into the) 
wilderness, what rebellion broke out? Num. 16: 1-3. Note 1. 

2. What did Moses do? What did he say to Korah and his 
company? Verses 4, 5. Note 2. 

3. What did Moses say they should do on the morrow/ 
Verses 6, 7. 

4. How did Moses reprove them for their wrong course? , 
Verses 8-11. 

5. For what two men that were in the rebellion did Moses . 
send? What reply did these men make? How did they re-
proach Moses? Verses 12-14. 

6, What did Moses ask of the Lord? What command to..  
Korah and his men  was  repeated? What did these men then 
do? Verses 16-18. 

7. To what place did Korah gather the people? What 
appeared before them all? What did the Lord say to Moses 
and Aaron? What did Moses and Aaron do? Verses 19-22. 

8. What did the Lord tell Moses to have the congregation 
do? How did Moses carry out this command? Verses 23-27. 

9. How did Moses say it would be known if the Lord was, 
with him? Verses 28-30. 

10. What immediately came to pass? What did all Israel 
do? What became of the two hundred fifty men who had of-
fered incense? Verses 31-35. Note 3. 

11. What did all Israel do the next day? What caused the 
murmurings to cease? What did the Lord tell Moses to dot 
Verses 41-45. 

12. How did Aaron seek to atone for the sin of the people? 
What had already begun among them? How many died in • 
the plague? Verses 46-50. 

13. What did the Lord desire all the princes of Israel to do? 
How were the rods to be marked/ Where were they to be 
placed? Num. 17: 1-4. 

14. How was the Lord's choice to be revealed? What further 
evidence was given that the priesthood had been given to the 
family of Aaron? What use was to be made of Aaron's rod 
in the future? Verses 5-13. 

15. What lesson should we learn from these experiences? , 
Memory verse. 

O LOVE that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee: 

I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depths its  flow 

May richer, fuller be. 
- George Matheson. 

Notes 
1. " The judgments visited upon the Israelites served for a 

time to restrain their murmuring and insubordination, but the 
spirit of rebellion was still in the heart, and eventually brought 
forth the bitterest fruits. The former rebellions had been 
mere popular tumults, arising from the sudden impulse of the 
excited multitude; but now a deep-laid conspiracy was formed, 
the result of a determined purpose to overthrow the authority 
of the leaders appointed by God himself."-" Patriarchs and 
Prophets," p. 395. 

2. "Korah, the leading spirit in this movement, was a Levite, 
of the family of Kohath, and a cousin of Moses; he was a 
man of ability and influence. Though appointed to the service 
of the tabernacle, he had become dissatisfied with his position, 
and aspired to the dignity of the priesthood."-  Ibid. 

3. " When Moses was entreating Israel to flee from the 
coming destruction, the divine judgment might even then have 
been stayed, if Korah and his company had repented and 
sought forgiveness. But their stubborn persistence sealed 
their doom. The entire congregation were sharers in their 
guilt, for all had, to a greater or less degree, sympathized 
with them. Yet God in his great mercy made a distinction 
between the leaders in rebellion and those whom they had led. 
The people who had permitted themselves to he deceived were 
still granted space for repentance. Overwhelming evidence bad 
been given that they wore wrong, and that Moses was right. 
The signal manifestation of God's power had removed all un-
certainty."- Id.,  p. 401. 
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Prayer for Our Boys 
0 thou Father of the fatherless, we pray that thou 

mayest be Father, Counselor, Protector, and Friend to 
our boys who are far from home today. In camp and 
billet may they remember thee; in danger may they call 
upon thee; in suffering and weakness may they find com-
fort and help in thee. Steady them with thy divine 
strength, and keep them sweet in spite of temptation to 
bitterness and hate. Preserve thou in them and in us the 
heart of childhood and of the Master, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen." 

The President's Appeal 

ON Sept. 3, 1917, 'President Wilson said to the 
national army : 

""You are undertaking a great duty. The heart of the whole 
country is with you. The eyes of all the world will be upon 
you, because you are in some special sense the soldiers of 
freedom. Let it be your pride, therefore, to show all men, 
everywhere, not only what good soldiers you are, but also what 
good men you are, keeping yourselves fit and straight in every-
thing and pure and clean through and through. 

" Lot us set for ourselves a standard so high that it will •be 
a glory to live up to it, and then let us live up to it and add 
a new laurel to the crown of America. My affectionate con-
fidence goes with you in every battle and every test. God 
keep and guide you!" 

Every boy and young man in the land, whether in 
the army or in the home, should take President Wil-
son's words as a personal appeal to himself to be an 
Upright, clean, honest youth. 

Not One Only, but Many 
A MINISTER recently referred to the fact that 

through the Morning Watch we are all asked to 
learn one text a day. While this is far better than 
learning none, it is better still, he claims, to memorize 
many Verses, chapters, and whole books. Having him-
self been working on the last suggestion, he has suc-
ceeded in appropriating the book of Revelation, so 
that when in the dark or on the crowded car, he can 
close his eyes and think through the whole of the 
beloved disciple's letter. 

He said, too, that since he had been taxing his 
memory in such efforts, that it has been greatly 
strengthened, in fact he finds that the work has had 
a wholesome effect upon both mind and heart. 

Having thus generously tasted of the Word of God 
and seen that it is good, he urges others to follow his 
example. The book of James would make a good 
beginning. The first chapter is a string of pearls, 
each verse shining with heaven's own glory. 

The Face of Jesus 

THE noted Italian artist of the Renaissance, Leo-
nardo da Vinci, expended years of toil upon " The 

Last Supper," one of his most famous paintings. 
When the picture was finally completed, a few of his 
most intimate friends were invited to view it. One 
of these, the most renowned critic of them all, stood 
enraptured before the canvas, and when  at last he 
broke the silence. it was with the words, " How won-
derful is that golden cup in the Saviour's hand! " 
Da Vinci had painted with rare skill an exquisite 
chased chalice in which Christ was offering the wine 
of the sacrament to his disciples ; but it was at the 
face of Jesus, expressive of a love divine, that he 
desired to have his auditors look. Disappointed, he 
seized 'his brush and blotted out the cup which had 
made of Iecon'dary interest the face of the Master  

which he had intended to portray for the wooing of 
men's hearts. The life of every Christian is a portrait 
of this same Master, and nothing should find a place 
on the canvas which will mar the reflection of his 
perfect image, or divert attention from the face of 
Calvary's Substitute, who died on the cross that man 
might live. 	 L. E. C. 

A Great Word 
THERE is a little verse written long ago which I 

wish to use as my theme today: 
" There is nothing so kingly as kindness, 

Nothing so royal as truth." 

This word " kindness " is one of the greatest words 
in the English language. Even its very mention 
breathes benignness, and it is given to no one to 
exhaust its deep meaning, either by explanation of 
word or example. It is of interest to note that .this 
beautiful word comes from the same Anglo-Saxon 
root as the word " kindred." It is therefore the ex-
pression of true kinship, and when we read that God 
is kind both to the just and the unjust, we are learning 
that he holds himself as a father and friend to every 
living human soul. 

" My brother," said Jacob Riis, " is the expression 
that has in it the healing of all our social ills." God 
knew that long ago, and he has been trying by his 
example to show us how to say that to our fellows, 
even our enemies, all through the centuries. " Kind-
ness " was the word the Lord was trying to teach 
Jacob to say to his brother Esau, and had he been 
willing to say it and play the neighborly part with 
him, he would have saved himself all those anxious 
moments which later came in the clash with Esau. 

We are told by the Lord's servant that " God proves 
us by the common occurrences of life." Have you 
ever thought about that? Perhaps you thought that 
the records only tell about the big things you did for 
somebody — that is, the ones you thought were big 
and great. But no, the instruction says " the denials 
of self for the good and happiness of those around us 
constitute the large share of the life record." Yes, it 
means something to say even such a little word as 
" my brother." 

" Kindly deeds are never lost, 
Though in secret they be done; 

God knows and counts their cost, 
He records them, every one." 

EDMUND C. JAEGER. 
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