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Opening Session of Bible Conferema

A | A. G, Danislls. ' |
. We hava gathered for & Bible Conference %o open the fizst

day of July, ard to continue until the 3lst. This meeting was ax=.
ranga& by the Geii;ax:al Confersncs Commitiee at its Spring'{':ou_zzcil. 4
'We had. az*ﬁ:, us at that time several editorsmf our éa.j;g#s, and qutte
& nuxzbsr of the presidsnts of our Collegese %air bad given this 7
qr.astioa & great deal of consideration. For some yaaz:s thexe hes
Daen an easrmest dass.ra that we shou X have & spscial meeting f@; m
the study rsf various pheaes of our fruth. When the question first
axoss8, 1%t was in the form of a proposal $C meet and study 'so#ze moct
- o4 guastions, and for s long time that was the @pamcs(t” thought
" in the pwpegaz. Bit there were difficulties in the way. One -
was the fizding & tim when thoss whe cuzht to be at such & gm&w»«
ing could be present. _
Ancther gifficul{y was the fear ws had thai in ﬁaﬁ*&ing '1‘57@'
ét‘;&y 'c,ant:oveztad e;xésticns we.might get into & controverasy that .

would not be helpful to-any of us nor to our peoplé.  Aad we hesie .
tated. ‘ - o

ﬁ.a ‘@im paszed and We gave the guestion more siudy, it s |

"shaped itself in our minds something 1ike this,- fh&ﬁ the gfxaa.t. o
wag not so much the sfudy of questions concerning which thsre iz &

daifference of view, or cpinion, #xd but the great need is a é@@ﬁ‘eﬁ c T

and mors coopsratlive atu&y of the Wér& of cha And it; kept op ,.
‘ahaning that way until I think the dominant thought in She. Spring
Council was that we should coms together for & simple Bibls Con-
ferange. ‘That we would not spend our time magnifying differencss.
‘and studying minor questions; but we would give first of all care-
ful study to the =masjoy 'qusationa, the g:é&t easént* alg, 'tha fundse--
mentala, and that we would proceed along this line, and endsaves

t0 bring forvard light and trush ae we can £ind it in the Word

and in %he history of ks wcﬁld that ﬁulﬁlls the propheiic part
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of ths Word. - _ ~
Now this does not mean that We think we should blind-

fold ourselves and refuse to study problems that a%e aifficult -

4
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and 1ntr1caze, ‘but it does mean that our aim is to samxidsx
2trivs -
EXziaxs strive for undty and aeek fozx dafinite light and mag—

2ify those points that bave salvation. in them, instesd of ‘magni-
fying aer‘tain lines that ara a part of the great whcla, but hs.ve

mt raally in thsmsalva ths eaaentiaz. sa.ving qualities or elemszﬁm

You wi}.ﬁ nndezatand wha.t I me&n,/ ami I d,a want to make my rama.zks |

a8 brief as poeaible 80 that others may kave a worde® = N |
When we raachad that conolusion, and get that ﬁew of b |

tha Bibla Gona.eranca, thmga elearad up in tha minds af m.ny af us

. and we falt free. %0 go ahead, and so mads the a.ppointmant-,. I t&~ -

think I can state the sotion of $the Genseral Conference Commbtse -~

®with refsrencs to the personnel of the Confersncs. It w%a {0 be

the 'méﬁ‘naré'qu»"ths Gez;éral Conferencs Committee in America Who

could attendg the Bible and hiatory teachers in our collsges, june
ior celisges, and seminaxies, and a nuumber oi our leading editors

in ‘a:hiﬂ eamry. o - - o N . ",
o ‘ﬂ& Zalt th,at a. bod.y of men of this exyexieaceg axzc& eamyw R
1ng thssa rsSponaibiutias would. axerciae care and good judgmant
and vould press toge‘bher, ana be ca.reful of tha repcrts f.hay sent
out, and wmzld, g0 deport themselves that unsaemly di&cuasion and
differences uoulé.not come in, and that they would end,ea,mf to
make the Confersnce, through the blesaing of God, a very great
blessing to those of us who are hare, and a real help %o ‘Bh'ase who -
are not hers in ths days that will come,
Since tha mppointment a great ma.ﬁy pecpls have wanted Atc
come to the Co :z"ereacs, and we have not been able t0 open the dor®. -
-ﬁﬁssmsﬂxmxﬁuia:maxﬁamﬁsa. when people ha.va anproaahed me,
I bave sald they would have to make aspplic¢ation $o the General Cane

ference Camittee, a.ncL goma of them have dona 80, But we have not

ST e, |t e WO -, s
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felt free %o change our arrangements untll we could get here in
gession. ' ¥We havs felt 1 thers wers personz here or elaewhere .

that we ougit %o invite, we could tare the sotion heres -

Another thing ls that a good many pecple feel very much
afzaié of what we aif@ going to do. They wondsx iﬁ’wé&fe going
to fix up & oresd for them to subsciihe $0e They are rme;%; dig~
turbed about it. Ths ,éaez:eay alarxs them. We have never b@a |
anything iike this befors, &nd they are very fearful . Sam Bl *
mogt £9l1% we aﬁgm’ i‘za sbandon the plen, and stop bacause of ﬁﬁi@. o
difficulty. I felt we ought %o go on with is, und eo conduot .
thia meeting, and bring such good cut of it thet our brethren ‘ﬁizl. |
all fesl glad that wo have held 1%, znd wil i§, sensided that ‘thg‘ér o

alarm wag all .umaceaéaz:y, I belisve we ctan dc this, and that ws
shall do i%. I feel that this Bible Conference is going to be 2

great blessing.
& fow wosks ago I was in Mionespoils, and went to hear

I, Rilay, the pastor of the Firet Bipiist Church thers, who ié zm

o, iE,

sctive lsadsr in & saviss of Bible Jonfsrsnose beibg held én ihs -
seoond foming of Chxist. One of thoss was held in mimwéghi@p
‘and some of cur brethren attendsd.  §hey are ?ﬁ:@&.ﬁ-ﬁ%ﬁg them ‘w/ﬂ_, .
seventeen citiss over the country. I besrd him mke wuite m@xw - o
tended report of the purpose of these conferenves, snd of %ng i&y
metings slready _hem; The statemsnt was vary fine. Pe went

to show. the influerce of wedern teeching, the effect it was having

upon men *:é&@_:gmza nelieved the Word of CGod, the doubt it wae engme
dering the un’oéii@f, tha higher oriticism. Then he gtated hle

position tnat the Bib'};g _¥as Godts wor¢ from Genssis to Rs‘mlmi\@m
that it was the only bmgl%@%ﬁ God had piven th6 worlé to save the
human race, the only one that gives the truth xﬁggx_@;ing the diety .

of Christ, and hHis plan of salvation, znd that it was an luaplrsd

PO .
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ké
&)

AGD =d~-
Book, and 1t Was the Book that all men, high and low, rich snd
poor, lsarnsd and illiterate must come t¢ and bow befors; aﬁd
urless that view ocould bs brought back to the church, the ohurch
was going away dnd would be lost., Thers is no hope fox the popu~
lar chuxch ta&ay unless it comes back to the Word of CGed. He sal
tha object of thess Bibie Conferences is to draw In men.&nd euphias=
size ths &i?ina Qrigin of thas Book and the disty of tha S@n of God
~ and to lead men awéy‘bask to}tha'eriginal fzith of Protestantisa
for salvation. |
‘It izpressed me very muchg and I felt that there was a
. pla:e'fér'ths Seventh Day &dventists %o hold & good, sirong Bible
Conferenca svery year. I balieve this ought to bs ths beginning
of an annuallBibla.ccnfaranee‘foz this peopla., If we caznxsk get
%hrough.with'this thing az we oughit $0, nsxt year ws ghoud plan
for anothar, and enlarge it perhaps, and go on with this uniil

we find oursslves iravelling along the road betisr than we have
bsen for s good many years., I feel vary hopeful about ii.

02 soursze we have éeﬁﬁﬁlgaking up things in %he Spirit
of Prophaoy and the Word itself; I do not naedAto fe&d hera the
'exhar ?iéns that are given fer thae study ¢f $hat Book and the :
use of $hat truth, and how 1t should bs puﬁ on our docrposts

- and aa frontlets between our eyes, and upon ths padme of cur h@néﬁe
That-Wsz teagnes us that that great revelation shouldQEe'consﬁanz
ly before us in all i%s magnituds, and clsarnssz} and should be

 woven into ths very £sbric of lifeg

I wish to rs ud a statement *hat I believs in very zmch.

#5ater Stho*ts hisg brs ﬁn;eu to "grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of oux Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.x Whensver the people of God

are g?awin in graca, they will ba cﬁns%un*ly obisld 4¢g'a aleaxar'unwy
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daratanding of His word. They will discern QGW’ligh% and beauly
‘inits saored truths,  This has been true in the history of the
c¢hurch iz all ages, and thus it will coniime %o ths end. But a3
real snz*i;ual life dscllines, 1t has ‘ever been the tendenoy to cease
»e,&dvanca 1n the knowledge of the truth. en rest satisfied Witk
the light already rsc2ived from God's word, and 5isgou:age aayfiﬁrzha: 4”'2
‘investigatien of the Scriptuzés. They become censervativé, and Eéek
%o avoid discussion. ‘ | \ |
#Ths fact that there 18 no controversy or agitation amang’i
God's penpla,'ghauld not be regarded as conclusive evidencs that they
.are holding fast to sound &nctrine, There is reason te»feaz that %hs?
may not be clearly dis§riminé.ting* between truth and error. Waen no
naw guestions are sbtarted by investigation of the Sezipiures, %ﬁﬁn ne
difference of opinion arises which will set men fo searching the Bible
‘fcz thewselves, to meke sure that they have the truth, there will be
many now, as in ancient times, who will hold 4o tradition, and worshiyp
they know nod what. |
®T have baen shown that many who profess to have a kn@%laﬁge
pfvprasanﬁ-truxh; know not‘yhat they.heliava. They &c nQﬁ ﬁmderazan@i
the evidsnces of %héif faith. Thoy have no jusi aﬁpr&a&a@i&n of the
" work for the present tims,ﬂr I think as we go about through the
éamgmeetings we can sSee the éruzhzulngsa of that. Thousands of peo-
ple have ccme in during the lasi twenty years with very slight teach-
ing and superficial knowledge of ths trutk., They do not undersiand.
T could give instances that show this clesrly, ané.unasa people are
easily swsph off of thair feet. |
"Then the time of irial shall comé, théze are men no¥ praach-

ing to othars, who will find, uwon examining the positions they hold,

Ed

\
that thers ars many x:xﬁﬁgx things for which they can givs no saflis~

‘ faaﬁcry rﬁason.x insxzzazxezzgxxdaxx%xggaﬁhﬁil %hua tssted, ﬁhay Inewsm.
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noi their great igncfancew And there ars many in the church who

take it‘fer grantad tha% they understand what they belisve, but, untll
eﬁgﬁfs?arﬁ? arisgass, they do not know thelr own weaknssszs. ¥hen sep-~
arated from those of lika faiﬁh, and compslled $o stand singly and
alone t0 explain their belisf, they will bé surpriséd.to g9e how con~

fused are their ideas of what they hags accepted as truth. Certain

1% is thazzthare»has been ameng us & departure Irom the living God, ﬁai::f;
& turning to men, pubiing human in plage of -divins @is&oﬁg ,

"God will arouse his peoplsj 17 other means fail, heresies
will come in among them; which will sif$ them, Sapératingnthe Qhaif J
from the wheat, -The Lord calls ypon all who believe his word %@\
aveke ocut of slaep. :pscious light bas come, appropriate for this-
tine, it is Bible‘ﬁfﬁﬁh; sho#ing the parils tﬁat are Tight wpon us. T

7ais 1ichi should 1sad us o a diligsnt study of ths Scriptures, and

N

most critical examinatlon of the positions which we hold, God

would havs 211 tbe bearings and positions of $ruth thoroughly and por-
savewin@ly.ssarchéé,Awi%h;@rayer snd fasting. Bellevers are not to
rsst in swpoesltions and ill-defined ideas of‘ﬁhaﬁ constitutes ﬁtﬁ%h;:
Thelr faith sust be firmly gounded wpon the word of God, so that when

the;teﬁtingwﬁima ghall come, and they are brought bafcrsvcouncilg e

_answer for their faith, they may bs able {0 glve & reason fqr the hopo o

‘that is in them, with meskness and fear.

®Azitate, agitate, agitate. The subjecte which wx presant
+o $he world nust b2 to us a living realiiy.® I do not baiiave that
agitation means separation or.estrangémente "t is importanf that in
daferndins the doctrines which we consider fundamental articles of
faith, wes should never allow oursalvss £o employ arguments that axeA
not wholly sound. Toesa éay avail 4o silence an opposer, bubt they de

not honor the truth. We should present sound arguments, %that will noet

only ; : o ;
ry 3llence euf cppagazéa,tbus willi keaz 3he closest and most search
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ing soruting. Fitk those who have educated themsslves as debaters,
there is great danger that they will not handls the word of God with |
falrnsss, In masting an cpponent 414 should be ocur earnesi effori to

present subjects in such a manner a3 %0 awaken conviciion in his mind,

' instgad.ef secking %2 msrely to gi"e confidencs to the believ%r.

"Fhat ever may ‘be mant's intsllectusl. advancemant, let him not (
for = moment think that thers 4a no need of thorough and csntinuOQS ,1 :j
seaxching.of the Seriptures for grsater }ightg As a peenle #s are o
called indiéidnally'té be atﬁdents'ef prophecy. We x&su wauch.ﬁith
sarnestness that we may discernx any ray of light which God shall pze-
sent to.us, We are $o catch the first glaaminb~ of ¢ruth; and %hrazgh

prayerful study, clearer 1ight may be obtained, whaich can be brought

before cuhezs.

"Then God's people ars at casd, and satisilied wiﬁh the&r
present ‘enlightenment, we may be sure that he will not favor theum.
It 4s his will that thesy should be every moving fcrwar&, ¢ r@cﬁivs
the increaged and evar-*ncraasinv-light which ii shining far them¢_
The present attitude of the church is not plsaminz 4o God. Thaxs;”

has come in a sal?f -confiﬁenca that has led them to fesel nc'necessitv

#or mors truth and greater light. %. We ars living ab & time Whan

Satan 18 at work on the right hand and orn the left, before and behind
us; and yet as a pecpls we are aslesp, God wills that a volce shall -
be heéard arousing his people to aotion.“ Test. Vol 5§.p§& 708«708 .

I am much impressed with the good counssl ﬁha& is given us
hereg It ss2ms t0 me like good commomsgngs, That doss not stifle
thought; it doesn't plindfold people; i% doesﬁ’t mean that we shall
get a narrow creéd, and stand thers never stepping a foot over the lins,
.It means gre2ater light and intellectuzl agdvancement. I do not mnder-
stand that it5¢aan§ ssparation, brzaking s ©F aivisisn at all, It

means unity all the way along--the church aﬁinu on intc a'b”igh%ez
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1ight and a Letter wnderstanding of the great nlan of dumm redemption,

That, I wnderstand, is the objeot of this Qonferencs. It -
iz no% nscessary for me $0 say how we should go ot it. We should
nave an earneet desire éo ¥now tzuth, with a spirit of dependsnoe won
God, and upen the Holy Spiris as the Cuide in the church o help us %z
snd bo 1llumdnate ous minds,  We should come in the epirit of sames
earmast prayer; and when we do thad N - th Gedts word in aur.handsg we

aTe not in danger, we are on safe ground; and the Lord will bleas us

awxl halp uSe
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. (A, G, Danislls, first speaksr, taken in full by Profssscor
=

Eamer, pages 1-15)

W, W. PHESCO?TT: Ws are guite aware that maﬁy of the best
thinkers at this time iécsgniza that we have coms tela timg of
crisis, The statesmen rscognize that, and they are trying to er-
range for a new order of things.‘ They think that xxéxxigkgxxxsz

axkuSxsxixzxid they are planning for a bettar world, Thay are
geaking to establish sugh principles as will bring this about.

Religious msn recognize that we have come to‘a_arisigi, {Av'@“
Danisllis: Yés,‘thay do!] and thers avrs men in ?anioﬁs denomiﬁa«—/
tions whqg raopgnizéng this, ars sasking to meet it in some way.
This Bible Confsrence at Philadslphila showsd 4hat such men fsel-
that the very'fuadamsn%als of ths geépal are being taken away from
the peopls, and tha&‘ﬁhgfnaw gaspszzaa ﬁg salvation in it.is baliug
put in its placa, and they ave sesking some way 10 meed %hat /
crisis.. | o

I*thiﬁk.gg ought to rscognize that we have come t¢ & orisis)

[Amen! Amen! oazme from the lips of several.] and thai ae'@ught,‘
in a very definite way, study how %o nest it For those gathsred
_here are really the ones who oaght‘tc shape ths sentimsut, the
teaching, the expsrisnce, of thls éaaomiﬁ&ti@n; this movemsnt,.
I navs felt thzt we ought %o rscognize that we have come 1o a
crisisz, and that the situatien‘demazds of us more than we have
gvar put forih %afﬁrs ia order to‘meet i,

How just within two or thras days I have notiéad soms things

that struck ma as gignificany, Hers is ons thing that is not nsw,
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bus I wish to call attentlon Yo it. It was an extract from the
Biblical World, of July, 1918, undsr the heading, "The Premillen~

->nial'ﬁenacs," by Shirlay Jackson Case, Ph.D., D.D., instruoctor

- in th= Un%?ersity of Chicaos

9By'proclaiming~tha+ wars cannst be eliainated.uézil\christ,
ccmes, and that in the mezn time ths Forld mast grow® constantly
worse, %hié'typa of teaching strikes at the very root of cur pres-
ent national endsavor to bring about a new day for hﬁmanit&; when
this old earth shall ba nads a batter plage in which t% live and a

naw iemocracv ¢f nations ar*ae te render wars iapoaaia* #hile

this struggie is demanding svary ounns of this nation's snsrgy,’

premiilenarians ars advocating a typse of ¢sacning whioh is funda- .

'mahtally‘antagonistic to our present naticn&l.idsa.ﬁ

"Tha belief in a ¢atastropic end of ths pressnt world is a
vary old and ¥zxz persistent delusion, Extensive uée713 made
of ;.dvertis,ing facilities in both the religlous-and the ssgular
press., Fraquant confersnces are held, a@mé on & gmaller and some

on a largef.scals, as a means of creating interest and attracting

attention. {[Now, note this sspecially:] Premillennialists resent

the sugzestion that enemy gold is behind their aotivitles, and one
group of them has publicly afflirmed that the federai authoriltisst
inspection of their books failed to 3ﬁs£1fy*fhia suSpiqion.“'[l
uonder if that refers to us? |

E. B, PALMER: The cir cumstancgg would seem to indicats that
it aoes, . ,

W. W. PRESCOTT: [reading) *Thay still cling to the time-

honored dslusion of ths nearness of ¢hs end, indulging in this

luxury of the imagination and valnly praying God to destroy this
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very world that tha supoliant himsslf ought to be loyally strugé
gking %o reform.t |

That gives ons vies of the present teacning in the world. I

¥ow I £ind in a religlous journal, Ths Chroaicle, for Junéé.» ‘;‘
1%19, ﬁuélished in tha interests of ths Protestant Episcopal
ghureh, and in the book reviews there is a xaview'of & book en-
£1%12d "Prophecy and Authority.® Tt saya: . .

"The foundation of all Millenarian theories Fests upon the
bsllisfs that the Bible is an inf&llible'bock, and that its prophe=~
cizs comiain predi:ﬁioné of dafinite future events whosse Tul fil~
ment is ceriain, And that this bélieflié errongoug and has wrought
mischis? in former days is the thesis of Professor Fullerton's
book, . . . His closing chapter discusses the pr3sent situation,
ahd-tna'auéhexity of ths Bible %hen modern ééholérship has destroyad .
| the old proofs of its infallibility. ﬁnf&rrunately it is very
orief and rathgr,vague,»aad.ge end it with no clear answer to ths
‘question which most interests us. Juat what authority should be
given to the Bibls today? So much easier is it to destroy than to
conatruct! - We are growing somewhat weéry-of hearing what the
Bidbls is not; wﬁo‘amgpg these modarn thinkers wilil tell us what
it is?* gx

- That is a suggestlon as to ths genéral tempsr of the presant
attifude toward the Bibls, and especislly toward the teaching of
‘-tha premillennarian, 4
The same periodical has on ils last cover ?age fhie heading:

| "An old hsaven and a ﬁaw'earth

¥Aizss have rollied away sinecs God first sald: 'Let thers be

11ght;* and today the world trewblss ejain upon the threshold of
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& naw ¢reation, .. . . ‘

"Tas probleas that confront us are too vast to be solved by
aay pré%ar programs, _

“xcﬁéy alone will not solve them, Only a deepening of the
soiritual 1ifs of our entire membership will f£i% us to achisve the
giant tasks that ars befors us.® ' |

Wnat I wanted to emphasize ¥was ths recognition of thislariw
- sis, Zkaxzaxkixixaakianxkaﬁay'"?oday‘the Wworld trembles again
upon tne tnsecacld cf 2 pew crestion. . . . The probicms that
conirone us are oo vasi to be solvea by aﬁy'pre-war program,"
That struck me with some force, T feel that this éxznzisxxsﬁ
Cdnfereaéa ought to bs the beginning of = aéw exvparienca fﬁr us
persvnally,--a new xImizm experience in ourAvision of the real
teaching of the Bible concerning the message for this time, a
new ¢xpsriasnce in how st to glve thal meszage a8 to mest the pres-
ent crisis. Those sTe the three things that lay on my heart, and
I put first thas question of our own perscnal experience, for 1.
think that 1z the key to tha whole matter, I believe that in this
¢onfercsnce, no umatter how long we have bsen in the work, our faith
should lay hold oflthe thoughf that this conference 1s to bring.t@
us perscnally an experlence that we have never kmown in thies truth,
If we do not beslieve that, we will not have it., If we do not
.beliéva vhat tHs meeting can briag to us an expe;ience that we havs
never nhad, wa will not havs that exporience. That is-what I have.
been locking for, aad what I have been praying for,-~that our com-
inz togesﬁer at this timewould bring to ﬁs galn a new vision and

a new paerssnal sxpsrisencs in these things.
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Second, that it éhsn;d oring %o usg a new vigicn of what thils
means, really means, in its fundamentals.

¥ien wa goma to some of thesé qusstions wnich Brother Danislls
nas refarred to, %hen.Ws come. to face the question Bf.meeting this
present grisis, and of 2o0tuaily mesting tha nssds of the world
today, I do mot think 1t 7ill mke a ghit of differsnce whether
the 1280 d&vs began ip 533 or 538, and I féel the same W3y ébout
other qusstions, for they ars entirely suberdinate to this great
questlion, How can we west the worli;s needs? T beileve in study-

ing all ?mzse qu~stions, just as Brother Duniells has szid, but ¥

do not neliave in allowing those things %o shub out from our
hearts ths great gr guestion that I pelleve rests upoa us, and that
iz to find out hcé to give this message so that 1t shall accomplish
more ithan e have seen befors..

T want to say frankly to you hers what I would not say in.
a morg public gathering, trat I have had a grsad ssnse of &is&pw
pbintment thaﬁ se nhave not rissn to this position yvet. Parsonally
I have felt that thls message has not risen to the point‘is ought
to riss ﬁo, in visw of the condition we facs, I want to 3%y see
thiazs Bible Confarence a long step toward it.

¥hat does this maesage mean to the world no%¥? What doss ithis
orisls mean? Waat do théss msansay? They ses a tremendous c¢risls
ﬁq the wos ri1d, Thay oannot shut thelr eyes to it. Whsn thay are
discussing peace, thare ars now twanty~thrsé{w&xs in progress,:
even while they ars sitting around ths peacs tanls. Ths leadarg
in establishing peac a'hav? ot bzen aodle 0 agrse among hem-

g=ives, Thare ars thousands whe sse  that coaditvions do not maks
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for pease. It appears to me that if this message isjwhat ws
belleve it to be, and if we are tc sge what we have laborsd for
for years, theTe must be z greatef spiritual power in this mes-
sage. I think this Bible Cenference ought to bs the vegin. ing of
‘it. I tell you, I have felt greatly humbled over this situs ation,
bece:se T fell, personally, that if we are in the rignt relation
to God,- soward bthis truth, this movement would bring %o the world
a solution of this crisia,--po%t what some of then are locking fer,
but ‘a solution., And wheun it brings that solution, I ivok for some
of these men who have been groping around to come and gczn,us. I

believe there BY® hovas* ren who feel th:st there is canger thal

iy

the very foundation cf Christianity shall be removed, and they are

seeking earnestly to cornserve theose foundations,

3

In a way, I have f=lt dlsappointed and pained that we have
to go to cther Bible Conferences instead of having the othexs
coming tc our Bible fonferences. If this movement is the sclution
of the present world orisis, from the giaudpoint of the Seriptures,
cught oot this movement to bring other people to our conferences
ovsr this question? Is that too much o expect?
I hove & good d2al of ﬁarsona& ragpect for men liks

Dr. Rilsy, but I could not h=lp but fosling 23 I read the

anuoungemant of their cozvaantlon, wvaich Ly the way COn=

tzincd zoms vary valuable topigde-~thot T wish Xxexzxmasm this

movement could hzve a Bible Conferesncs that would atiract
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to =ach oilsr--without any spirit of dstermination te push through
eny parsonal visw on sny susstion--=T belleve this Conference may

te =2 ~razt% bl=asasing 40 us 2ll and to the world.
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From an educationzal viewpoint I rezard thils as & very

4

nizhly important occ“sion--an cccaslion to which our rssponsi“’
teachers have veen looking forﬁard to and longint to see--

an oppertunity when men scattered from ocean to ocean could come
ogether aand pray and study and counsel.

S I have only to remind you that auzr forteen schools that
are rspressntzd in this Conference, this pi&st year nava» |

made their record enrollment of 'young mesn wio have

reached tne thinking responsible age, Our five coileges have

all passed the three nunired mark ‘n enrollment this year, &and

that means from the ninth grade up to the sixteenth. Thers

zre inthsse fourtsen schools represented here--college

B
-

junicr colleges and seminaries--zt least thres thousand of
our young men and women Who are eing taught the Hible in every

(
[¢

yezr they attend school, Besldes this there =zre some 12,000
more in the elementary schools whe zI'e beling taugn
" truth-~the truths of the gospel in every year they zsiend school.
8o we have a body of 18,000 or 18,000 who are being taught
from Grade Cne to Sixtesn every year tne principles of truth
we belleve and fesl called to veach to the entire world in or-
der to fullfil the gospel commission,

Now from that viswpoint T regard this as a very
nizsnly important occasion for our teachers.whoéare‘
nzre. From znothsr viespoint I rezerd 'it highly importarnt,

and that 1s that out of the product of these schools, there

zre being s=lected man and womento taks responsible
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leadership in our worid-wide work. Since the sun srose this -
morning the Mission Board has gppointed men who have coms out
- 0f on2 or more of these Collegss this present year, last
yeT or the ysar before, to positions of not ordinary
Tesponaibility across the waters. Thése young mén have
becoms responsible leadsrs of this world-wide movement.,
S .  Now they are being rained and mowlded by our Bivle and
History teachers vrhaps more than by-an& other of our instruc-
tors. Now it has baen the poiicy 0of our educational depart- .
men. bscause of ths scatiered conditions of our schools,
to hold every summer soms kind of a Council for our Depariment,
and bringint togsther t0 these Councils those who are re-
gponsibles fa the training of our ziudaxnks teachgrs~—and thia
trzining of teachars has become {0 be a large problem,

A Blbls and History Tsacherst Council was planned
for last summer, but because of the war conditions, 1t

%8 impossible to hold 1it. Sut the supremé importance cf
this phass of ocur educationzl work was so emphasi zad by our
Conference leaders , that suoﬁ.a Aconfereme 28 we have
here has been arranged for; an§ T f£eel deeply grateful that
the members of the Gensral Conference Committse and our re-
sponsible editors are Joining with our teachers 1in this
proposad Bibie study and constructive work.

I wish to call your attention to a chapter
in Paf{riazrchs and Prophets on "The Schoois of ths
Prophets, " which I would like you tcﬂread. I réad

thar> that the men who were appolintsd o teach in these
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- schools were divinsly appointed-that they were men éf God,
with great spiritual power, and it says thai a8 they taught
. the young men who Were sslected for their piety, intelligence
end di;liganse-in study--as thef taught them from day to day--
‘they‘brought fortha thingé new'aﬁd 0l1d from th2 tieéauzy of the
Worg; And'it'saya thaﬁ'the presence of the Spirit
in éhat,scﬁcol wss»ﬁanifest in:prcpheQéAand in sa@redﬁsoﬁgg‘
Now I think they must have had a wsndérful experience. You know
how those sons of the propheté went forth at times into the |
sarrourding regions to do certain lines of wark~-that they
prohhesied, and that the power of the Lord was‘so giéa&
wilth thém that persons whom they met received that power.

Eow:I do not know whether this is fco much to hope
for, but the deepssi loﬁging of my heaxr for this coafeienaa
is that-ﬁé might have the same expezience}that.thay mué%
have hzad =zt the time of thless schools of the prophets.
I hope there may be brought forth here things new and old,
and that carefylstudy with'ogen-hinds and hearts of what
the Lord has given us might be given here; and th at this
may be but the beginﬁinngf Bible Gonferances such as
Professor Prescott nmnfioned,‘which would havs a larger scope
than among onr o?ﬁ pe‘cpie. I_have ths gr&aﬁeét hope that
our experience hefe may maan & develcoment in our traiining
schools themselves of that.vary experience that they had way

back thers in the schools of ths prophsths,
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Now in our rscent Educational Council held hers
rve sought to view the reasons why we are conducting schools,

And we felt impressed.that we ought to take & new and firm and

" uncompromising stand on the principles of the Denomination

that are given us inths Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy--

‘S0 that there might come into our s hovls thils very expsrienes

I anm speaking of. Thls is recognized in the large mamisax

proportion of tims we have agzéad upon\giving to the

study of Bible and History 1p,@ur Collsge curriculum, for we
felt that the Bible and Histo y work really constituted--and
ought to cosstituke--the doﬁin&ting infiuencs of this
movement. We feli that wwour schools sh@ﬁld,ﬁe emyh&%iéally'
iﬁg;g schools, whsreln were studied the pages of God's word,
God's providences—-so that thera-might come $o our studsnis.
and to our teachers in %these schools that blessed experisnoe
which was‘had in the ancient schools of the prophets.

I feel that eéexything»mat least very much ~~0f thé

‘character and work of our schools . depends uvpon ths bpeginning

rade hzre at this oconferencs.
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