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; g3y, 1% mast be bestmd for spiritual purpasea, to d::: & apiﬁtusl

‘ work and to get spiritual resuli?eaiin the work that the teacher

¢
does.  We na‘btaad in that cannecticn that the Riea. of tmhing is -

very prominent all through the reecxd o:r.‘ the 1life and vork of Jsms

sud of the apostles. It is, memiomd tbird in the three major gitts
of the Spirit, £ we might 8¢ call. them,--the greatar gifta, the -
graa.tar gx\ace(‘s,baﬁawad especially on the baliever, Wherever the

%ork of Jesus 1s described in the Tecord, teaching aivays, I think
without exeeption, haads fhe liet when any other ts?#i nm pr&achmg ,
er hsalmg is uaed with 1t And teaching '1-3 us;aﬁ far mm otten in
oharacSering his Work as a whole than auy other single term through-
vt the gosps?,.s,, He is designated a,lmost without exception by temg%ff‘;’
ﬁhat msan teasher, or essentially so, through the words *Maatsr,*
®rabbi," "seacher,® sto, '

In the record of the &?ostlea, tho were under hies immediate m~
struction, and who Were His immediate successors by divine appoint-
ment, we find the same element cof tsaching looming vexy large, \;:aed
also to describe thelr work as a single term or in comnection with
the word ®preach.”

80 we would seem to b8 justifled in ooncluding that the gift of

teacning ia indispensable tc rmake effective sudh othe 5 that—

of preaching and of apostleship and the Work of a prophet. We found

‘that Peul, in speaking of himseif, at least two different times men-
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tions himself as a preacher and an apostle an& a teacher, Ko apostle
¢an dc¢ his work most successfully without the abilify to teack, The
work of the prophet really functions most practically and effectively
when the prophet is a teacker, What a wonderful teacher was she

¥ho was invested with the spirit of prophecy for this pesoplet! 4As you
read her writings, how stronglf the slement of teaching appears in
ali that writing, and what 2 wonderful model those wWritings are o
the teacher ! '

Now, the gift of teaching, I take 1it, is bestowsd upon us for
us to a0 what we will, 1ike every other gift, like the gospel itself,
Tou are aware, I think, that the word gifts, used in 1 Corinthians
12, s not the cordipary word gift, It is an impartation of grace,
Tooese major gifts ares »EX called ,-so it is an impartation

of grace to the believer, the ability to teach, and so if that gift
iz to be made effective in the personal life, it must bs through the
congtant impaZtstion and drawing upon of what quality? If it is a
gift of grace, how can it be made effeotive? oOnly by the grace of
God, can it be kept alive and really be mads t¢ function as the
Giver intepnded if{ to function, I take it that the bestowal of this
gift upon you and me does not end the matter, it is only the begin-
‘ning, W%e c¢an take the ability God gives us 0 teach and use it to
Bis glory and honor, or use it to His dishonor, That is why the
teacher is spoken of as belng a vessel unto honor, I take that to
mean the teacher who has ths gift of teaching,--he can use that so
tha::xx becomes & vessel of honor, SEXxEExREskizsxiEzzxxmamumixxPims-

Ex
Fow let us notice 3 Timothy 3:84, The general thouglh this morn-

ing is that of aptnese or fitness to teach, the thought being that
the mere faot that one has received the spiritual gift of teackhing

does not fully prepare him to exercise that gift., ¥Now let us read
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25: '
3 Bim, 3:34; "And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be

gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing
those that oppose themselves."

Aptness to %each is one of the basic qualifications for %the ser-
vant of the Lord, TYou can see from the general expresslion used hare
that i{ may include preacning and work other than spedifically
teacning, TWhat is the first quality mentioned in ihe servant who is
apt to teach?=-that he must not atrive, TYou are well aware that
sirive is ueed in two senses in Engléeh, a good sense and a bad
sense, We are sxborted to strive to enter into the straight gate,
and %o strive for many good things, Its meaning 1s beiter brought
out in the use of the zoun in the 334 veras, Brother Field, will
you read the 334 verse?

*But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they
do gender strifes,®

The very same Word that is tranaslated in the verd form in the
next versse,

I% exhorts us then to avoid foolish Questions,

E.C.LACEY: That word mache means pereonal battile.

¥.E.BOWELL: Yes, thank you for ths suggestiion. How as %o the
avoidance of foolish queetions: Does the ieacher ever have occasion
to do ihat thing? Quesiion %theTe does noi mean alone the asking of
a question, either, ZIxxkmzxkxxxxmidsx It ie that wider worg,
vhioh may mean & discussion or a dispute, It includes, of course,

a question, or seeking for information, Bow often the teacher 1is
faced with that sort of thing in bis public work and in the echool
room,~-that is, untutcred qusstions, guestions that do not come from

& right motive or that come frorw unfortunate conditions, The teacher
is tc avoid those, flee from them; and he is %o avold also uniearned
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questions, unsophisticated questicns, those that do not bave a bear-
ing that would lead t0 an uplift in his work, It says that xks
entering into the disputation or &iacussion of thess perscral thrusts
back and forth tends to gender strife, and then 1t says the servant
of the Lord mus{ not strive, The natural tendency of human nature

ig t¢ do thst very thing, How obvious it has been‘to us in our
Bible Conference that we all had $o keep hold of ourselves all the
time and $ry to keep down that tendency. Lixk That ié emphasized
bere, It 1is one of the presminent qualities of the teacher, not

t¢ do that thing and not t0 allow students tc do that thing, nmot %o
set the example before his atudents,

It is a matter to be regretied, I think, as we have all dis-
covered, tnat mre or less of our preaching and of our teaching, and
even of our writing, is of an argumentative, contenticus nature still.
You c¢an read wicle articles whioh have in their very spirit and
phraseology the meeting of an argument, a contending spirit, convine-
ing by diaputation, But it seems tc me that the times are ripe for
a departure from that kind of thing, as this seripture exhorts us to
do, and be positive in our imstruction, feeding those who wait upon
us either in the public congregation or in the school room, These
ere Qualities of feacning.

Tne 25tk verse carries along these qualities all of which belong,
it seems to me, tc fitness t0 tsach, That term ®"aptness to teachr is
set irn the center of those qualifications, The next word is *patient,*®
--the margin says "forbearing.* It is not the ordinary word for
patience that you find tbhrough the Soriptures, that of enduring, but
it is the element of self-resiraint, holding one'*s self in restraint.

BHow much we have had $¢ sxerciee fthat quality in our experience and



BPF S . 7-31 §443

in our conference here, The word means self-restraint under condi-
tions a&f that are $rying, under conditions ¢of evil, We are to ax-
ercise self-restraint, use & restralned spirlt, a restrained style,
in teaching, and in our writing, being moved as the scripture puts

it, constrained by the lcve of Christ, restrained by His grace in

our presenvaticns,

Then the next verse,--"in meekneses instructing those that
oppoee themselves,® those that oppese themselves, that put themselves
against ue, Even there there is no room for sharpress, nc room for
clever retort; but they should be answered in meeknees, because we
want to win them, because we want to exemplify the thing we are
seecking tc teadh, What is the purpose of all thist--"If God per-
adventure will give them repentance," Now while this doubtless
applles to our teaching thcose who are not ixxgxrizf Chriastians,
doesn't the principle aphly alsc to cur dealings with ore another?

If we are right in our presentation, and manifest the right spirit,
right will win, as it always does, Should we not be careful of our

4
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phraseciogy? If one member expresses a oonviction on this or that,

bty ?

and ancother stands up and takes a postive positicn on the other
slds of the gquestion, it tends to gender sometthing Wrong in the
discussion, doesn't 1t? It is much better tc EELXEMX express our
diaagreementt:a mild way sc as not tc gender strife,

Now 16t us XEEEXRXEXRE g0 back a few moments tc the begimning
of this chapter, HoW may we goquire these gualities of fitness to
teach? Read the firet verse:

"fnou trherefore, my son, be atrong in the grace that is in

Christ Jjesus,®

How may we aaquire and meintain these graces in the life of the

teachert--By being %irong ir the grace that 4s in Christ Jesus."”
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unleés that gives life anc spirit and character to tne spiritual
gift of teaching these things, we fail of accomplishing the work for
which that gift was bestowed,

Then it gees on in the 24 verse to say, "the things that tnou
beet heard of me emong many witnesses, the sawe commit thou to falth-
ful men, wac sgall be able to teach others ales.* I do not know the
full meaning of that expression, “Among many witnesses,® but it
gsesus tc suggest that care hae been taken to know that one 1s right.

ILDER WAKEHAM: The margin saye, *by many witnesses, "

H, C. LACEY: ULiterally, "torough many witnesses, "

%¥. E, HOWELL: FYor what purpose was it to be committed to faith-
29l ment

ANGWER: Thet they might teach others also,

¥. E. HOYELL: Does that enter intc our experience in our pe-
culiar type of scnool?=-Yes, one of the great two-fold aims that we
bave ie tc build up the hearer in sitrength and in the grace of God

and in character, ana the other grezt objective is to qualify him

toc teach others alsc,
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HOWELL: The best way in the world to make teachers of the right kind is to
be teachers of the right kind ourselves. The example will have its influence nine
times where precept will have it once, when it comes to the carrying out, and a
young man and woman learns as they sit under out tuition day after day.

Now not to profong this study, if you would follow on down this chapter, it
seems tome that you find a wonderful discourse on the qualifications of the teacher.
The third verse says, “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ.” Then it goes on, fourth verse, that any man who gives himself to this work
does not entangle himself with the affairs of this life, political, financial, educational,
or otherwise. But that he devoted himself fully to the exercise of that spiritual gift to
do a spiritual work, that spiritual fruits may be borne in the life.

Now coming down to the 19" verse, let us notice a thought in there.
“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are his. And, let every one that nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity.” From unfairness, from unrighteousness, from the standard of
self-restraint. “But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver,
but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.” Now
the message to our hearts: “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall
become a vessel unto honour.” It seems to me that is an ideal that the teacher
should hide in his heart day by day. If he has received that great dispensation of
grace, the gift of teaching, he should be a vessel unto honor, in the use of that gift.

And what else will he become? Sanctified by the very grace and spirit and truth that
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dwells in him. And what else will he become? Next phrase, “Meet for the Master’s
use.” Meet meaning what? Suited, fit, serviceable. He shall become set apart,
adapted, qualified, meet for the Master’s use - another phrase that has a beautiful
ideal in it. Last of all what? “Prepared unto every good work.”

Now | claim that verse for the teacher. | believe him justified in doing that,
To claim this whole chapter for the teacher and these beautiful results here are
something to be longed for. Something which, if they enter into the life and become
the ruling influence there, will constitute us really able or fit to teach.

Now the time is yours. | just wanted to bring out a few of these thoughts.
We have to cut 17 minutes yet. If these wonderful truths in the Word find a
response in your hearts this morning, we should be glad to take a few minutes to

hear what that response is.
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Eo more will i1t meet the situation in our schools if we
merely situdy the theory, if we merely deal with history in that
gay, ¥ithoutv very definite regard to the present conflict, the
ﬁinﬁing up of this coniroverzy. I think that will mgke quite &
difference in our way of handling thinge. That means that in
2ll our study of the =-Bible and all our study of History, aand
in all our %eaching of both, we shall have an eye on the fields
and see how the warfare is going. Dontt you think those military
men woulcd watch the pregress of the battle and see how their
%heiveee theories worked out, and if they didn?'t work out apply
them in some other way? I have felt that it was within the
power of our aschools to give a great molding infliuence to thie
movement. I don't think we have realized what opportunities
are plazsd'in our hands. Here we sre calling upon these schools
to trairn the workers to g0 to the fielde and it is in the power
of the schools to give them the mold that they will put upon the
field when they go out. I think that is a very serious questiocn
for us to think of. I4-eeems-$eo-me It ie not simply %o give an
intellectusl training, but to have ocur eyes on the fielgd, and
deal witk it from that standpoint, that the besgt training poss~
ible be given with reference to the success of this movement,

Ie that right? 1Ie that a right view? How many think so? ({411
hands rsised] That will influerce cur study and our teaching.
%ow that w1ll not interfere with researéh, it will not interfere
with echolasrship, with esrnest earnest intellectual work. J

think it will be e mighty stimulus to it. But it will ehspe our
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view of things, and our way af handliing things.

Kow I wish to make an application of thies guestion to our
étudy, our teaching of history and the Bible, and their relation
10 each other. Perhaps I ocught to sort of lay it out firat, szs
it is in my mind. The Rible teacher should primarily teach the
Bible, emphasize the Bitle. He will teach more ghan ithe prophee-
ies whioch asre fulfilled in history. He may teach more than Godts
providences as seen in the working cut of his plan among the
nations. There will be lines of study relating QSpecialiy tc the
question of perecnsl experience, God's previdexn provision for
forgiveness of sin, the gift of his righteousness, the ministry of
His gpirit, ihe power of his indwelling presence in the individ-
ual to give him victory day by day. He must emphasize thoae
themes, but now there will be certain portions of this theme that
he will want to see illustrated as 1%t is in history. Therefore
he must use enough history in his teaching the Bibkle ao that it
shall not be an abstract teaching, but a teaching illustrated in
GoG's providences. KRow that just briefly states it.

The history teacher, he will emphasize facts of history,

His foremost field will be the field of history, but he must study
thet history in the light that the Bible throws upon it. He must
estimate the value of portions of history from that standpoint.
You have perhape hesrd me make this statement, that as I lock &%
the matier, the Bible throws more light or higtory thar history
throws on the Bible. I wouldnit argue for that, tut I suggest
that for & thought. Therefore the teaching of history for the
purposes that we desire t¢ teach history, mmet be covered by the

light that the Bible throws upon if, and the Bible light, as the
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Bible line ofprophecy, will indicate to us what portions of
higtory are most valusble for us. There are porticne of history
that are very interesting. It is very inte;eating just as a studfy
to take up such a study as that of that ancient nation, China.
Brother Anderson knowe what = fieléd of study there ig, going
¢lear back thousands of yeare; but China does not stand in the
same relation to the current of Godts providences as~some cf the
other nations. Therefore, while very interesting, and if cne
has time, it may be valuable, especially if one expectis to work
in that field, but when you come to the general subject of histoxy,
the line of history as it seems t0 me is this, God's purpose
$0 builé a naticn, and the relation of the working out of that
purpose in the nations.w Israel is the nation. Israel 1s brought
into contact with other nations -~ I mean nov present history. I -
mesn Israel ancient and Israel modern. I mean natlons ancient
and naticns modern. I mean the relation between God's providence
ir working out hie purpose which he ias working out today, to
build a nation, in its relation to the nations. Therefore when
we study and mark out a line of history, the Bible should indicate
that line which is of the most importance for us, that line which
should be made firet, sas I‘think, in importance. That will
lead us to the Bible, and the Bible line down through. Then
how shall we expressit?

The Bible teacher teaches primerily the Bible. He must be
fariliar with history so that he can present the principles in
history. I think you will find this in teaching both history

and Bible. The more concrete we can make it, the better it 1is.
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I believe that we should not dwell so much on the absolute prin-
ciples of righteousness, but that we should see the out-working
¢f those principles in conne¢tion with biography and history.
The teacher of history should know his history, and the Bible
asthe light on history thaet shall enable him to select thaet line
of work that will blaze the way down through the centuries 1¢ the
present time as showing God*s providences. |

How you teach this way, and the Bible and the history will
complement each other and make a complete whole in tﬁe teaohing.
Bit if the Bible teacher teaches without regard to history, and
the history teacher teaches without regafd t¢ the Bible, you have
t%o separate liﬁes that may Ye running away from each other. I
think the Bible and History teachers should be in the closest
contace in their work, and their work should fit together %o
make clear the eternal purpose of (o4 as revealéd in the scriptue
ané wrought out in the world?'s history.

Kow let us make some particular applicaticns. Firet let me
read a word with reference to the hiatory of Israel: "It is .
God, supreme and almighty, who interprets, predicts, and controls
his pebple's history, and not their history whick in its pradusl
evolution is to make God's sOvereignty and ommipotence manifeet
to their experience.® Do you see the differencet It puts God
as & personal God, ruling, first controlling, predicting, inter-
preting history as a personal God. That quotation comes from
George Adam Smitbh's work on Iszish, Volume 2, page 87 of the edi-
tion I have.

Row you think of the difference between those two. I think
that is fundamental, whether we put God in the forefront as a
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perzonzl God, direoting and controlling. Another statement:
*The unity of history under one will.® That ie anoiher principle
Eow you take the unity of the Bible, that is the principle for
the Bible teacher, the unity of the Bible under one mind, so that
the same mind that gives us Gemesis had already in its mind
Revelation when Genesis wae given. There ie one theme. Hee
Now history, the unity of history under one will, 'is God working
out hiseternal purpose in history. Now I will frankly say to
you that the effort to view historyin that way and interpret
higtory in that way-éommands the utmost powers of the .mind. It
is no small thing. It ien?'t a boliday task to try to desl with
these things in that way, t0 see the unity of history under one
will workirg that will out for a purpose, and to grapple with that
purpose covering the whole history ofthe world from the earliest
nations until today, and see it today working, in spite of this
fearfully gloomy piecture, seeing what the background ie, whether
you can see beyond this gloom and confusion, whether you can see
the brightness of his rising, showing that the day is dawning.
But not as these people think. It is not to be setiled by buck-
ling the belt tighter and fighting it through. It is only in the
light of the Bible that we can see how it can come. We must
be careful not to be over self-complacent, but I think in the
light of the Word it is our privilege to see things that those
who reject this light 4o not see.

Now those are thetwo ideas in history, history revealing Gog
but God controlling history, not history as an evolution thst
lesds to God, but‘ch in the forefront; and then that idea of

the unity of history under the control of ome Will.
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Nov let us inguire, What is the goal of history? That
®ill determine very much cur view; that goal ia set forth in
Dan. 2:44: "pgnd in the days of these kinge shall the God of heaven
82t up & kingdom, which shall never be dsstroyed: and the kingdom
shall not be left to other pecple, but it shall break in picég
and consunze ail these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever."

The restoration of that kingdom; the setting up of that
kingdom. That rune clear through to Reévelation 15. There you
come to the fulfillment, the voloe in heaven saying, The kingdome
of this world are become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ ,
and he shall reign for ever and ever. I taXe that to be the
goald of history, and the great interpretation of history all the
time, on to that goal. Take first the teaching of the Bidle. I
think the Bilble as a whole should be taught from that standpcing,
Godts purpose to restory his kingdom. 8in entered in, brought
confusion, bewilderment, that is what we have now. That is
Babylon, the whole world, as it were, gone into that conditionm.
Take the Bible as a whole, and from Genesis to Revelation that
ié the goal of scripture, to bring us tothe everlasting kingdom
of God set up in the earth again. That is set forth in
Ephesians 1:10. 1 have referred to that before, and I think 1t
is worth while to mention it sgain. Here the plan of God is
clearly set forth.

Binth verse:"Having made known unto us the mystery of his wil 1,
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:
that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might ga-
ther together in one gll things in Chrigt, both which are in

hsaven, and which are on eartih; even in him.m
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¥hen the fulness of time was come, God sent forih his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law. To sum up, toc re~head all
things in Christ, to0 re-comstitute the universe under the head-
ship of Chris+%, that is the goal. When thai goal is reached, -
then those voices will say, The kingdoms of this world are become
$he kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. That is the goal of
history. That is the goal of the Bible, and those two should
be Xept before us. In teaching the Bible that goel is to De
set before us as God's purpose is revealed. It should be illus-
trated from history in the Bible class sufficiently to make i %

concrete.
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In teacning history we should be very careful to show God's
prctidences right down through the course of the centuries toward
this one purpose which He is working out in history in splite of every-
thing, MNen will seek to trace through history a philosophy that
accounts for events ¢n a4 human basis, Thsyiwill ges in the general-
ship, in the leaderahip, in the greater force of an army, the cause
¢f the victery., They account for these things., The Bible sbows us
God working through these agencies, and you take marked instances:
¥hat will explain Sennacheribts terrible defeat before the walls of
Jerusalem, If you have read about it, you will know some say the
army was encamped in a miasmatic region where the atmosphere was
deadly, and probabcly a wave ¢f desdly poison swept over that army
and swept it out of existenoce,

But what does God say tarough Iszlah?--"I will put a hock in
his nose and I will turn him back *

The point is this: Whatever means he may use, leave his per-
sonality in it, leave his contreol in it, and increase faith in the
students in tnis idea that there is a God above the affairs of men,
I juet emphasize that to bring it before us, that the goal te be
arriwd at by both Bible and history is the purpcse toc reconstitute
the whole universe under the headship of Cnrist, the restore the
kingdom of God in the sarth, and that the iwo opposing forces aTe
led by Michael on the one hand, and by that old serpent, Zh= called
the devil and Satan on the other nand. And that 1s just as real
& controversy as this which has taken place in Eurcpe., We are to
see history through the Bible, That is the only way Wwe Can get an

intelligent view of the progress of affairs in this worid, That
will require such a personal experience with God that God will Dbe

abtle to open the eyes of the teacrer himself, I have 8aid repeatedly
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that our sucosss in all this work depends upon our Own personsl re-
lation to God, and it is true all the time, I believe it is the i
privilege of the Bivle teacher, the privilege of the history teacher,
day by day t¢ have Ris own eyes epnlightened so that he will see
thinge just as new as his students, ¥hy, I think certainly that
ehould be true, that there sball be that enlightening inflhence
that will help both teacher and student, and that that shall be
recognized, and the students helped to recognize it,

That will not take away from intellectual appiication, It
will be the most effective mumsx developing power of the intelleet
that can possibly be brought to bear upon the students, It is not
tneoretical, it is not visicnary,--it is sotual fact, Then when
you come to grapple witkh the application of these prcblems in history,

LR LTI RN NN NN LR N ERILI Y

I am sure it will take every pit of intellectual power that we can
meter to face these prob{ems and handle them, o

So much for the goal of histecry, BEBow to see God's providences
working toward that goal, I suggest Daniel 4:17, 25, and 32, a
taree-£fold repetition in ome coapter of ithat principie:

*The HMost Higb ruleth in the kingdom of men, and givetk it fo
¥nomsoever He will,* _

I think that is a fundamental principle in this whole question,
wnether we are teaching Bible or 2xi nistory, We are to recognize
that the Wost High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and givetnh it %o
whomsoever he will,®* and that 1t is not simply & question of mili-
tary genius, of large armies,--it is god*s providence working,

That is a general principle, XNow take cne or two specific
applications, and the Bible is £211 of them, Take the first verse:

of Isaish 45: *Thus saith Jebhovaebh to Hie ancinted,*--here is a
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beathen king spoken of as being the Lord‘s ancinted,—-*Thus salith

whe Lord to his amointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden,

T0 subaus nations before him; and I will loose the loinme of

kings, to open before him the two-leaved gates; and the gates shall

not be shut; I will go pefore thee, and make the croocked places
straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in
sunder the bars of iron: and I will give thee the treasures of dark-
nese, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that
I the Lord, wkioh call thee by thy name, am the God of Isradl, For
Jacob my servani®s sake, and Israel mine eleoct, I have even called

thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known

me,"

¥hat is the secret of that whole campalgn against Babylonl}--1It
was that God had chosen Cyrus, for His people’s sake, 10 help carry
out his plan. ge had promised to build a mation, and when Babylon
refused to cooperate with him in that purpose, for the sake of His :
people that he was to deliver out of Babylon, he sends a ¢onjuerer, %
He ueed Cyrus as & means of letting His people go; and you will :
remezber how Cyrus himself recognized i{, in Ezra the first chapter:

*The God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth;
and he hath charged me to bulld him an house at Jerusalem, which is
in Judsh,* ‘

Take that as a specific illustration of this principle, *The
doet High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever
He will » He was working out His purpose t¢ build a mation, to
restory the kingdom, and whatever refused to cocperste with that

purpose He sat asids,
¥or let me read the application of this, as to the goal of

bistory:
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*The goal t0 which the history peinte stands out clsar before

the wind of the prophet; and already he sees in vision the restored

Israel=-a holy peocpls in a Tenovated land -—rendering acceptable wor-

the
8bip to,one God of heaven and earth,"--The Expositor's Bible-—-

Ezekiel, p. 187,

Remezber that that period of captivity had commenced, and Ezekiel
was down in Babyloniz; he saw clearly the cutocoms.

The same thing holds true right down through the ages, sc When
you come to the 334 ohapter of Revelation, it says ®*Bis servants shal
serve Him, There ia to Do a Hew Jerusalem, & new earth, new people,
and they shall serve him, That is the goal of hidtory; and the
prophet, through the enlighienment given him of God, could see that
vision in that hour of darkness, And you will remember that it was
right in that time od darkness that Danielts wonderful prophecies
were gliven assuring us of the setting up of the kingdom of God,
our ey;a are to De upon that goal of history, that goal of the Bibdble,
It ic god's purpose to resiore His kingdom in the sarth, and have a
new hsaven, a new earth, and a new, holy nation, He has bsen wWork-
ing that out all down through the ages,

Agalin: *That speech of Cromwell is pernaps the best serzon
ever delivered on the sudject of this cohapter., For he sald: ‘*What
&re &ll our histories but God manifesting Himself, that Ee hath
sbaken, and tumblsd down and trampled upon everybhing that EHe hath
not plantedf®®--The Expositor's Bible, The Book of Isaiah, Vol. 1,

B. 220.
Then again: ®The God of Isssel is lLove and Springtims to0 His

pecple. Grace, patience, pure joy of hope and possibility--these are
the Divine elements which this spiritual man, Hossa, sees in the

117
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eaziy bistozry of bis people, and not the miraculous, about which,
from end to end of his book, he is utterly silenf.

*It is ignorance, then, of suchk a Charagter, so evident
in tbese faots of their bistory, with whick Hosea charges his people--
not ignorance of the facts themsslves, not want of devotion to theilr
memory, for they are a pecple who crowd the sacred soenes of fhe past,
at Bethel, at Gilgal, at Becrsheba, but ignorance of the Charaoter
which shines through the faots,®-~The Expositoris Biﬁle. Twelve

Prophets. vol. I, p. 339,

That is the whole guestion of the interpretation of history, we
may know the facts so that we can recite them glibly, but if we do
not see the character that sbines through the facts, what does it |
avail ust That is the whole question--to ses the character that
shines through tbe facts, to see God working out his own purposes
in that very definite way as a personal God.

Now, what is the main line to ;bllowj botk in the Rible and
in kistory?

*Surely we see that the main artery of humn 1ife runs down the
Bille, that here we have a sense of the control of history, which is
higher than even the highest hero-worship."--Expositor's Blbls,

The Book of Isaiah, Vol. 3, p. 173.

The Bible will give us the artery of human life, the main cur-
rent of bhistory, EHow shall we apply this? I think the beginning
is the 13th chapter of Genesis, verses 1~3, That is significant in
two respects: TFirst, it is significant because in the 1ltb chapter
of Genesis we have the revelation of Babylon, and irn the 12%k ohapter
we have the first oall out of B=bylon.
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*Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred.® That
was the first call out of Babylon, and from that time until todsy
in this message, the purpose of God has been and still is to keep
his people out of Babylon. UFirst ancient Israsl as a definite
nation, and second modern Isrsel, spiritual Israel, as still
a nation according to the New Testament scripture, but more
commonly called the church. ¥Now in the 1l2the of Genesis we '
have the first c¢all out of Babylon, a c¢all for separation. That
principle must run clear through, they are not to be numbered
among the nationss That principle of separation from that for
which Babylon stands for. I think there are three things that
Babylon stands for, Selfishness, Pride, Athelsm, -~ Babylon.

Row what is the principle that runs right down through the
scriptures and right down through history itself} %0 keep God's
pedple sgparate from those primoiples that stand out so clearly
in a con¢rete way in Babylon, ancient and modern. To save them
from gelfishmess. The law of heaven is sefl-sacrifice, not
selfishness. "o save themfrom pride. Pride goeth before a fall.
To safe them from atheism, and especially that atheism that

puts onels self in place of God. That is Babylon.

¥ow from that time on, here we have these two prinmciples.
God?s going to build & nation. You see it here in Gemesis 13/
That prineciple runs clear through the scriptureé, and we find
it clear down to the end. What does Peter sav? "Ye are a&n noly
nztion.? And that 18 way this side of the extinction of the
Jewa, it is aftei they ¢eaged t0 be as a nation what they wers
from the first. It is the church, and yet God speaks 0f that

as an holy nation, because he is s%ill working out his purpose.
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Kow what are the principles to be applied? Separation from
ths world. Salvation from those vital destructive principles,
selfishneas, pride, atheism, t0 be a separate nation, & peopls
for God's own pusSposes. That is that word “peculiar, * you know.
The word is changed entirely in its meaning. Kot peculiar in the
gense that they are odd, the idea is that of possession, a people
for Godts own possession,and he will wozrk his plan out in this
possession right down through the whole course of history and
build a nation on that basis. _

Psalm 147:20: He will do this with his own £ people, and
that is what we must keep in the foreground. ®He hath not dealt
80 with any nation.® Now I make that & fundamental idea. He is
going to build a nation. ¥We may go through the scripture on
that basis. It is different from any other nation. *He hath
not dealt so with any nation.® So I take that as a fundamental
principle. BHe is going to make a nation. He will deal with that
nation in a differeni way than any other nation. He will deal
with them as his own possession, peculiar; c¢hosen from the world.,
And in his dealing with them he will reveal to thex that which
®ill save them from pride, selfishneass, atheism, make thea his
o#n people to reveal his own character.

So again, pPsalmg 105. These are principles, I think it
is worth while tc lay down. While it may seem that I am just
preaching a sermon, I am trying to ley down principles which
should be an actual guide to us in our reading, our teaching,
cur swudying, and our preaching.

Fourth vezrse: gSeek ye Jehovah and his strength; seek his

fece evermore. Remember his marvellous works that he hath doms,
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his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth. , O ye sesed of Abra-
hax his servant, ye children of Jscob, his chosen ones. He is
Jehovah our God: His judgments are in all tﬁe eaTth. He hath
remembered his covenant for ever, the word whick he commanded

to & thousand generations. The covenant which he made with Abralm,
and his osth unitc Isaas¢, and confirmed the same unto Jacob for

a statute, to Israel for an everlasting covenans, séying, Unto
thee will I give the 1lsnd of Cansan, the lot of your inheritance;
when they wegre but a few men in number, yea, very few, and so-
journers in it. Aand they went about from nation to nation, from
cne kingdom to another people. He suffdred no men t@ do them
wIong; yea, he reproved kings for their sakes.* Just the

same asg when he said of Cyrus, I will do this for my people
Israel's sake.

But you observe it goes righ%t back to Abrabam. Kow I referre d
to Genegis 12:1-3, but you want to include the seventh verse alsc.
*Unto thy seed will I give this land.® Separation from Babylon,
called out, separate froz all the principles of Babylon, in order
%0 inherit a new country, which is the new earth. But you Observe
the promise was not %o Abraham zs a person, but to Abraham's
seed, and who is Abrahamts seed? Christ. fThén §0a start Tight
here, and the very foundation ¢f the whole thing, separation from
the world, called ou% from all thet ie of the world, to build
a nation, and %o %zgz seed will I give the land. That is, that
first foundation is laid in Christ.

Row %o apply that prinecipls from the time of Abtrsham to
today, tbat God is working out his purpose to kesp them separate
from Babylon and bring them to that promised land, that is, when
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bis kingdom shall be set up. Does that seem to you to mark oul
the whole course for Bible and His tory?

WALTORF: Do we not distinguish betwesen saored'history and
civil history?

PRESCOTT: Yes and no. It says that in the schools of the
prophets sacred history was one of the themes. I believe that
in our dealing with history, first and foremost, no matter
what kind you give, it should be to apply these principles.
¥ow you take students that will never go beyond the twelfth
grade. You think of that. There is where they stop in thelr
education. EKEow are we to leave them ignorant of these things?
You remember the suggestion for requirement for ordination
was fourteen grades. BNow many of them never go beyond the
twelfth grade. Brother Howell [in answer to a guestion] says
4/5 of them séop there. Well then, these thingé mast be
given them in academic grades if they ever get them. If we
wait for a college course, 4/5 of them go out without getting
these things. Therefore 1 say these things should be applied
in scademic teaching. Of course when you come t0 college work,
You can go deeper and stronger, but I believe these principlea
should be leid down in academic work, What do you think of it?
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' KINE O'CLOCE HOUR?
PRESCOTT

¥o mors will it meet the situsation ip our schoole if we
merely study the theory, if we mersly deal with history iz that
#ay, withoutv very definite regard to the present conflict, the
ﬁ&néing up of this comtrovarszy. 1 think that #ill meke quite &
difference in our way of handling things. That means that in
all our study of the =Bible and all our study of History, and
in 211 our teaching of both, we shall have an eye on the fields
and see bow the warfare is going. Don't you think those military
men wéula wgtch the progress of the battle and see how thelr
%heirPdee theories worked out, znd if they didn't work out apply
then in some other way? I have felt that it was within the
power of our achools to give a great molding influence to this
movement. I don't think we have realized what opportunities
are placed'in cur hands. Here we are celling upon these schools
to traiz the workers to g0 to the fields and it is in the power
¢f the schools to give them the mold that they will put upon the
field when they £0 ouft. I think that is a very serioue question
for us to think ¢f. It-seems~se-me It ig not simply to give an
intellectusl training, but to have our eyes on the field, and
deal with it from tbhat stendpoint, that the best training poss-
itle be given with reference to the success of thls movement.
Is that right? Is that a right view? How many think so? [A1l
bands reiged] That will irnfluence ocur study arnd our tsaching.
Tow that ®ill not interfere with :eaearbh, it wiil not interfere
with scholarship, with earnest earnest intellectual work. I
think it will be & mighty stimulus to it. But it will shape our
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view of things, and our way af handlirg things.

Fow I wish t0 make an appllication of thie question f¢ our
éaudy, our teaching of history and the Bible, aﬁd their relation
%o each other. Perhaps I ought to sort of lay it out first, as
it iz in By mind. The Bible teacher should primarily teach the
Bible, emphasize the Bitle. He will teaoh more ghan the prophee-
ies which are fulfilled in history. He may teach more than Godts
providences as seen in the working out of his plan among the
nations. There will be lines of study relating especially to the
question of personsl experience, God's previderm provision for
forgiveness of sin, the gift of hies righteousness, the ministry o
Hie gpirit, ths power of hie indwelling presence in the individ-
ual to give him victory day by day. He must emphasize those
themes, but now there will be certain portioms ¢f this theme that
he will want to see illustrated as it ie in history. Therefore
ke must uee enough history in his teaching the Blble so that it
ghall not be an abstract teaching, but a teaching i1llustrated in
Godte providences. How that just briefly states it.

The hieﬁory teacher, he will emphasize facts of history.

Higs foremost field will be the field of nistory, but he must study
that history in the light that the Bible throws upon it. He must
estimate the value of portions of history from that standpoint.
You have perhaps heard me make this statement, that as I look at
the matter, the Bible throws more light on history than history
throws on the Bible. I wouldnit argue for that, but I suggest
that for a thought. Therefore the tesching of history for the
purposes that we desire tc tesch history, mmet be covered by the
light that the Bible throws upon it, and the Bible light, as the
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Bible line ofprophecy, will indicate to us what portions of
hictory are most valuable for us. There are portions of history
that are very interesting. It is very inte;esting just a8 a study
to take up such a study &s that of that anciert nation, China.
Brother Anderson knows what & fielé of study there is, golng
¢lear back thousands of yeare; but China does not stand in the
same relation to the current of God's providences as-some of the
other nations. Therefore, while very interesting, and 1if one
has time, it may be valuable, especially if one expects to work
in that field, but when you come to the geperal subject of histozy,
the line of history as it seems to me is this, God's purpose
t0 build & mation, and the relation of the working cut of that
purpose in the nations. Israel is the nation. Israel is brought
into contact with other nations -~ I mean now present kstory. I -
mean Israel ancient and Isrzel modern. I mean nations snciend
and nations modern. 1 mean the relation between God's previdences
in working out hie purpose which he ie working out today, %o
build a natiom, in its relation to0 the nations. Therefore when
we study and mark out a llne of history, the Bible should indicate
that lire which is of the most importance for us, that line which
should be made first, as I'think, in importance. That will
lead us to the Bible, and the Bible line down through. Then
now shall we expressit?

The Bitle teacher teaches primarily the Bible. He musi be
familiar with history so that he can present the principles in
history. I think you will find this in teaching both history

and Bible. The more conorete we can make it, the better it is.
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I believe that we should not dwell so much orn the absolute prine
ciples of righteousness, but that we should see the out-working
of those principles in connection with biogrephy and history.
The teacher of history should know his history, and the Bible
asthe light or hietory that shall enable him to select that line
of work that will blaze the way down through the cenfurles {o the
present time as showing God*s providences. |

How you teach this way, and the Bible and the history will
complement each other and make a complete whole in tﬁe teachling.
Bit if the Bible teacher teaches without regard to history, and
the history‘ teacher teaches wlthout regafd to the Bible, you have
t¥o separate liﬁes that may be running away from each other, I
think the Bible and History teachers should be in the closest
contace in their work, and their work should fit together to
make clear the eternal purpose of God as revea.lled in the scriptue
and wrought out in the worldts history.

Now let us make some particular applications. First let me
read a word with reference to the history of Israel: "It is
God, supreme and almighty, who interprets, predicts, and controls
his petple's history, and not their history which in its pradusal
evolution is to make God's soverelignty and ommnipotence manifest
to their experience.® Do you see the difference? It puts God
as a personal God, rulirg, first controlling, predicting, lnter-
preting history as a personal God. That gquotation comes from
George Adam Smithts work on Isaish, Volume 2, page 87 of the edi-
tion I have.

Now you think of the difference between those two. I think
that is fundamental, whether we put God in the forefront as &
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perzoral God, directing and controlling. Another statement:
"The unity of history under one will.*® That ie anciber principle
Now you take the unity of the Bibls, that is the principle for
the Bible teacher, the unity of the Bible under one mind, sc that
the same mind that gives us Genesie had already in ita mind
Revelation when Genssis was given. There ig one theme. Hee
Now history, the unity of history under ome will, is God working
out hiseternal purpose in history. Now I will frankly say to
you that the effort to view historyin that way and interpret
hietory in that way éommands the utacst powera of the -mind. It
is no emall thing. It isn®t a holiday task to try 1o deal with
these things in that way, to see the unity of history under one
will working that will out for a purpose, and to grapple with that
purpose covering the whole history ofthe world from the earliest
nations until today, and see it today working, in splte of this
fearfully gloomy picture, seeing what the background is, whether
you can see beyond this gloom and confusion, whether you can see
the brightness of his rising, showing that the day is dawning.
But not as these people think. I% is not to be settled by buck-
ling the belt tighter and fighting it through. It is only in the
1ight of the Bible tha¢ we can see how it can come. We musti
be careful not tc be over self-complacent, but I think in the
light of the Word it is our privilege tc seec things that those
who reject thies light do not see.

Now those are theiwo ideas in history, history revealing God
but God controlling history, net history as an evolution thst
leads ¢ Gog, but.God in the forefront; and then that idea of

the unity of history under the contrel of one ¥Will.



How let us inquire, ¥het is the goal of history? That
will determine very much our view; that goal is set fortk in
Pan. 2:44: "And in the days of %these kings shall the God of heaven
set up & kingdowm, which ghall never be dsstroyed: and the kingdom
shall not be left to other pecple, but it shall break in pioes
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall gstand for ever.®

The restcration of that kingdom; the setting up of that
kingdom. That runs clear through to Revelation 15. There you
come to the fulfillment, the volce in heaven saying, The kingdoms
of this werld are become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Chris ,
and he shall reign for ever and ever. T taXe that to be the
goal ol history, and the great interpretation of history all the
tize, on to that goal. Take first the teaching of the Bible. I
think the Blble as a whole should be taught from that standpeing,
God*as purpose t0 restory his kingdom. §8in entered in, brought
confusion, bewilderment, that is what we have now., That is
Babylon, the whole world, as it were, gone into that condition.
Take the Bkble as a whole, and from Genesis to Revelation that
is the goal of secripture, to bring us tothe everlasting kingdon
of God set up in the earth again. That is set forth in
Ephesians 1:10. I have referred to that before, and I think 1t
iz worth while to mention it asgain. Here the plan of God is
¢lsarly set forth.

Einth verse:"Having made knowsn untc us the mystery of his wil 1,
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himgell:
thet 1in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might ga-
ther together in ocme all things in Qhrist, both which are in

heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.®

3
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%hen the fulness of time was oome, God sent fortha his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law. To suz up, to re-hsad all
thingas in Christ, to re-constitute the universe under the head-
ship of Christ, that is the goal. When that goal is reached,
then those voices will say, The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoa of our Lord and of his Christ. That is the goal of
history. That is the goal of the Bible, and those two should
be kept before us. In teaching the Bibvle that goal is to Dbe
set before us as God's purpose is revealed. It should be illug~
trated from history in the Bible class sufficiently to make i %

concrete.
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In teacning history we should be very careful to show God's
prefidences Tight down through the course of the oenturies toward
this one purpose which He is working out ip history in spite of every-

thing, Men will seek %0 trace through history a philosophy that

accounts for events on & human basis, 'They:till see in the general-

ship, in the leadsrship, in the greater force of an army, the cause

of the victory, They account for these things, The Bible showe us

God working through these agencies, and you take maried instances: :
¥hat will explain Sennacheribts terrible defeat before the walls of i
Jerusalem, I1f you have read about it, you will know some say the :
army was encamped in & miasmatic region where the atmosphere was g
deadly, and probaply a wave of deadly poison gwept over that army :
and swept it out of exiatence, ;

But what does God say tarcugh Isalah?--*l will put a hook in é
his nose and I will turn him back *

The point is this: Whatever means he may use, leave his per-
sonallity in §{t, leave his contrel in it, and increase faith in the
students ir this idea that there is a God atove the affairs of men,
I juet emphasize that to bring it before us, that the goal tc be
arri wd at by both Bible and history is the purpose to reconstitute
the whole universe under the headship ¢of Gorist, the restore the
kingdon of Goa in the marth, and that the two opposing forces are
led by Mlchael on the one hand, and by that old serpent, XK= called
the devil and Satan on the other hand. And that 1a just as real
& ¢controversy as this which has taken place in Eurgpe, We are t¢
sec history torough the Bible, That 1s the cnly way we can get an
intelligent view of the progress of affairs in this world, That
will requlire such a personal experience with (Jod that God will be

atle to open the eyes of the teacrer himself, I have said repeatedly
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that our sucoess in all this work depende upon our own personal re-
iation to God, and it is true all the time, I believe it is the
privilege of the Bivle teacher, the privilege of the history teacher,
day by day tc have his own eyee enlightened so that he will see
things just as new ae his students, Why, I think certainly that
should be true, that there shall be that enlightening infleence

that will help both teacher and student, and that that shall be
Tecognized, and the students bhelped to recognize it,

That will not take away from intellectual application. It
will be the most effective mpsmmx developing power of the inteileet
that can possiply be brougkt to bear upon the students, It is not
theoretical, it is not visionary,--it is actual fact., Then when
you come to grapple with the application of these problems in history,
I am gure it will take every bit of intelleotual power that we can
suster to face these problems and handle them, o

Sc much for the goal of history. Now to see (od's providences
working toward that goal, I suggest Daniel 4:17, 25, and 32, a
toree-fold repetition in one canapter of that principle:

*The Most High ruleth in the kingdor of men, and giveth it to
wnomsoever He will,® .

I toink that is a fundamental principle in this Wwnole Question,
wnether we are teaching Bible or ExX histoly, We are to recognize
that the Wost High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to¢
whomsoever he will,®* and that it is not simply a question of mili-
tary genius, of large armies,--it is God’s providence working.

That is a general principle, Now take one or two specific
applications, and the Bible is £ull of them, Take the first verse:

of Isajizh 45: "Thus saithz Jehoval to His ancinted, *--here is a
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- beathen king epoken of as being the Lord's anolnted,--"Thus saith
the Lord to bhis amoinited, %o Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden,
10 subdus mations before him; and I will loose the loine of
kings, to oper before him the two-leaved gates; and the gates enall
not be shut; I will go pefore thee, and make the ¢rooked places
strzight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in
sunder the bars of iron: and I will give thee the treasures of dark-
pegs, and hidden riches of gecret places, that thou mayest know that
I the Lord, whioch call thee by thy name, am the God of Israbl, ¥or
Jacob my servant?s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have sven called
thee by thy name: I have surnamsd thee, though thou hast not known
me ®

wWnat Is the secret of that whole campaign against Babylon)—--1t
was that god had chosen Cyrus, for His people’s saks, to help carry
out his plan. me bad promised to build a nation, and when Babylon
refused to cooperate with him in that purpose, for the sake of His
people that he was to deliver out of Babylon, he sends a ¢onguersr,
He used Cyrus as a3 means of letting His people go; and you will
Temember how Cyrus himself recognized it, in Ezra the first chaptier:

"The God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earib;
and ke hath charged me t0 build bim an house at Jerusalem, which is
in Judah, " |

Take that as a specific illustration of this principle, *The
Yoet High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever
He will,* |He was working out His purpose to build a nation, to
restory the kingdom, and whataver refused to cooperate with that

purpose He set asids,
Now let me read the spplication of ithis, as to the goal of

bistory:




BPF 18 | 7-"31 440D
*The goal to which the history points stands out clsar before

the wind of the prophet; and already he sees in vision the restored

Is:ael;—a holy people in a removated land-~rendering acceptadles wor-

e R
ship to*one Ggod of heaven and sarth , "=-The Expoglitorts Bible=-

Ezekisl, p. 187,

Remember that that period of captivity bad commenced, and Ezekisl
was down in Babylonls; he saw Clearly the outocome.

The same thing holds true right down throughﬁthe agss, 80 when
you come to the 33d chapter of Revelation, it says *His servants ghal
serve Him, There is to btes a Hew Jerusalem, & new earthk, nev¥ peopls,
and they shall serve him, That is the goal of history; and the
prophel, through the enlightenment given him of God, could see that
vision in that hour of darkness, And you will remember tkat it waa
right in that time od darkness that Daniel's wonderful propheciss
wers given assurlng us of the setting up of the kingdom of God,
our ey;s are to be upon that goal of history, that goal of the Bible,
It ic God®s purpose to Testors His kingdow in the earth, and have a
Rew heaven, & new earth, and a new, holy naticn, He has been work-
ing that out all down through the ages,

Again: *That speech of Cromwell is perhaps the bset serzon
ever delivered on the subject of this ohapter, For he said: ‘'What
&re all our histories but God manifesting Himself, that He hath
ebaken, and tumbled down and trampled upon everything that He hath
no% plantedi!*--The Expositor's Blble, The Book of Isaish, Vol. 1,

B. 220.
Then again: "The God of Iszsel is lLove and Springtime to His

. E———————— S ——

people. Grace, patience, purs joy of hope and possibility--these arTe
the Divine elemsnts which this spiritual man, Hcsea, sees in the
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eariy bistory of his people, and not the miraculous, about which,
from end to end of his book, he is utterly silenf.

*It 48 ignorance, then, of such a Character, so evident
in these facts of their history, with which Hoses charges his people--
not ignorance of the facts themsslves, not want of devotion to thelr
memory, for they are & people who orowd the sacred scenes of fhe past, -
at Bethel, at Gilgal, at Becrsheba, but ignorance of the Character
which shines {through the facts, ¥-«The ExXpositoris Biﬁle. Twelve

Prophets. Vol. I, p. 339,

Tnat is the whole guestion of the interpretation ¢f history, we
may know the facts 8o that we can recite them glidly, but if we do
not see the character that shines through the facts, what does it |
avail ust That i1s the whole Question--to see the character that
shinas through the facts, to ses God working out his o¥n purposes
in that very definite way as a personal God.

Now, what is the main line to ;ollo!j both in the Bible and
in history? j

*gurely we see that the main artery of human life runs down the
Bilie, that hers we have & sense of the control of hiatory, which is
higher than even the highest hero-worship "--Expositor's Bible,

The Book of Isaiah, Vol. 3, p. 173.

The Bible will give us the artery of human life, the main cur-
Tent of history, How shall we apply this? I think the beginning
is the 13th chapter of Ganesis, verses 1-3, That is significant in
two respects: TFirst, it is significant because in the 1lth chapter
of Genesis we have the rsvelation of Babylon, and in the 13th chapter
we have the first call out ¢f Babylon.
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*Get thee ocut of thy couniry, and from thy kindred.®* That
was the first call cut of Babylon, and from that time until todsy
in this message, the purpose of God has been and still is to keep
kis people out of Babylon. First anclient Israel as a definite
nation, and second modern Israel, spiritual Israel, as still
a nation according to the New Testament scripture, but mors
commonly called the church. Now in the 1l3the of Genesls we
hzve the first call out of Babylon, a call for separation. That
principle must run ciear through, they are nct to be numbered

among the nations. That principle of separation from that for

.¥hich Babylon stands for. 1 think there are three things that

Babylon stands for, Selfishness, Pride, Atheism, -~ Babylon.

How what is the principle that runs right down through the
seriptures and right down through history itselfp %o keep Godts
people ssparate from those prinmciples that stand out so clearly
in a concrete way in Babylon, ancient and modera. To save thea
from gelfishness. The law of heaven is sefl~sacrifice, not
selfishness., To save themfrom pride., Pride goeth before a fall.
To sa¥e them from atheism, and especially that atheism that

puts onet’s self in place of God. That is Babylon.

Kow from that time on, here we havs these iwo principles.
Godts going to build a nation. You see it here in Genesis 13/
That principle runs clear through the scriptureé, and we find
it clear down %o the end. What does Peter sgy? "Ye are anr holy
nation.® And that is way this side of the extinction of the
Jews, it is af ter they ceased tc be as = nation what they wers
from the first. It is the church, and yet God speaks of that

as8 an holy nation, beosuse he is s%ill working out his purxposs.
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Novw what are the principles to be applied? sgSeparation from
ths world. Salvation from those vital destructive principles,
selfishness, pride, atheism, to be & separate pation, & pegple
for God's own pusposes. That 1s that word “peculiar, * you know.
The wozd is changed entirely in its meaning. Kot peouliar in the
sense that they are odd, the idea is that of possessiocn, a people
for Godts own possession,and he will work his plan out in this
possession right down through the whole course of history and
build = nation on that basis. ) ‘

Psalm 147:30; He will do this with his own ¢ people, and
tkat is what we must keep in the foreground. *He hath not dealt
80 ¥ith any nation." Now I make that a fundamental idea. He is
going to build a nation. We may go ithrough the scripture on
that basis. It is different from any other nation. *He hath
not dealt so wiith any nation.? So I taXe that as 2 fundamental
principle. He 1s'going to make a nation. He will deal with that
nation in a different way than any other nation. He will deal
with them as his own possession, beculiar; chosen from the world.
And in his dealing with them he will reveal to them that which
%ill save them from pride, selfishness, atheism, make them hig
own pedple to reveal his own characier.

So agaln, Psalms 105. These are principles, I think it
is worth while to lay down. F¥hile it may seem that I am just
preaching a sermon, I am trying to lsy down principles which
should be an aciual guide to us in our reading, our teachlng,
our svudying, and our preaching.

Fourth verse: %Seek ye Jehovah and hie strength; seek his

face evermore. Remember his marvellous works that he Rhath domm,
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his wonders, and the judzments of his mouth. , O ye seed of Abra-
haz his servant, ye children of Jacob, his chosen cnes. He is
Jehovzh our God: His judgments are in all tl;e earth. He bhath
remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded

t0 & thousand generatiopns. The covenant whisch he made with Abral=m,
and his oath untc Isaas, and confirmed the same unice Jacob for

a statute, {0 Israel for an everlasting covenant, saying, Unto
thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance;
whan they were but a few men in number, yea, very few, and éo—
journers in it. And they went about from nation to natior, froa
one kingdom to another people. He suffdred mo man t3 do thea
wrong; yea, he reproved kinge for their gakes.® Just the

same as when he sald of Cyrus, I will do this for my people
Israel's sake.

But you observe it goes right back tc Abraham, HNow I referred
to Geneels 12:1-3, but you want to inciude the seventh verse also.
*Unto thy seed will I give this land.® Separation from Babylen,
called out, separate from all the principles of Babylon, in order
t0 inherit a new country, which is the new eaxth. But you observe
the promise was not to0 Abrahamr as a person, but to Abraham?'s
sesd, and who is Abraham!s seed? Christ. Thédn irou gtart right
here, and the very foundation of the whole 4thing, separation from
the worlsa, called ou:b from all that is of the world, +¢o build
a nation, and to #ggz seed will I give the land. That is, that
first foundation is laid in Christ.

Now %o apply that principls from the time of Abtraham to
today, that God 1s working out his purpose to keep them separate
from Babylon and bring them to that promised iand, that is, when

A L 4
Ahadbi
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his kingdom shall be set up. Does that seem to you 10 mark out
the whole course for Bible and History?

WALDORF: Do we not distinguish beiween sacred history and
civil history?

PRESCOTT: Yes and no. It says that in the schools of the
prophets sacred history was one of the themea. I believe that
in our dealing with history, first and foremost, no matter
what kKind you give, it should be to =spply these principles.
¥ow you take students that will never go beyond the twelfth
grade. You think of that. There is where they stop in their
education. KNow are we t0 leave them ignorant of these things?
You remember the suggestion for requirement for ordination
was fourteen grades. JNow many of them never go beyond the
twelfth grade. Brother Howell [in anawer to a question] says
4/5 of them séop there. Well then, these things mast be
given them in academic grades if they ever get them. If we
wait for a college course, 4/5 of them go out without getting
these things. Therefore I say these things ahculdr be applied
in academic teaching. Of course when you oome 10 college work,
You ¢an go deeper and stronger, dbut I believe these principles
ghould be laid down in academic work, What do you think of i%?
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