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%e find Cnristis own words, in giving the great commission, in
Jobn 20:21: *®Then eald Jesus to them again, Peace be untc you: as
my Fathel hath sent me, even 8¢ send I you, And when he had said
this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive yo the Holy
Ghost %

I take these few words to be the highest commiseion ¢f honor
that was ever bestowed upon man, Jesus came into the world %o
reveal and interpret the Father to use, and to begin a work which Xz
EIZizxzeXlyxsEaxs anould ultimetvely triumph in the completé work of
the goepel and His return to gather Hls people unto himself,

The first verse in thise commission is not a mere form,--*Peace
be unto you,* If a man is rightly to represent Cnrist, and to do
Eis work, that peace that passeth all knowledge or understanding
meet constantly possess his soul and h%s spirit, upder every kind
¢f circumstances, 80 I take it that there is just as much promige
iz the word "peace® sz there is in that sentence where He puts it
another way,——-fLo I am with you alwﬁy, even to the end of the
work T have given you to do, It ie tnoe indwelling of Jesus, the
¥aster Teacber, abiding within that brings that 3 constant pesace
without which we cannot respond and fulfil tbis high and sacred
commission,

Kote that He puts the commission on the same basis as His own,
Fis the Father hath sent me, for the same pﬁ:poee &8 He sent me, to
do the same work He sent me to do, 80 send I you, You are familyar
with that oft-repeated stcry of Dr, Gordonts imagining a conversa-
tion between (Gabriel and Jesus after the asceneion, where Gabriel

&8 represented as saying to Eigp, You have left the work t¢ be com-
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pleted that you began with men," | g_g;{é,%

*Yes} says Jesus, *I have sent out my disciples, and tneirofellow-
ers tc complets the work,®

*But,® says Gabriel, ®"suppose they make a& failure of it, ¥What
toent"

Jesus resgponds, ¥I have nc other plan,?

I do not tnink the picture is overdrawn, He reveals no other
Plan., And so all heaven is locking down upon you and upon me &8
personal ambassagors for the great Haster Teacher to carry on and
oring to & completion the work that He so wonderfully began and
carried on in His person while He was here,

*So send I you,% But, thank God, He doese noct send.us out
¥ithout the safeguard against this failure, "Recelve ye the Hely
Ghost." He said it was expedient for him to go away, that the
Holy Spirit might come and dwell with us individually, dwell in our
hearts, giving just the help that our individual tempsraments
need, give us the guidance and the self-restraint that we need, min-
ister to us the gentleness that we nesed, and the patience that we
need, the meskness in instructing others that we need, the courage
that we need, the vigor that we neecd in pursuing this work, to min-
ister t¢ us all those elements in our experience that will safeguard
ug against failure,

The Holy Spirit, He promises in other places, will be He who
will guide us along the patheway of LXXEXX truth,--not merely along
the pathemy of truth, but guide us into all the truth that He has
tc give us for us %o pass on to the world, Tnat is His promise.

And He has promised that in the personal absence of the great

Kaster Teacher this same Holy Spirit will teack us all things,
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~ How comprehensive that is,--promises to guide us into all tzush,
and to teach us all things ¥e meed to know to fulfil this great
commissicn, I tbank God for that wonderful promise this morning
anew,

In oraer to do this work, we need the same kind of vision that
Isaiab had. Let us read afresh the first few verses of the S5th
chapter, where Isaiah describes his call and the vision that he
recsived before he took up his work, That applies equaily to us
as the successors of the great Hast;r Teacher, You remerber how
it begins in the 6%h chapter:

"In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting
upon & throne, high and liftved up, and hie train filld the temple,
Above it st00d the seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain he
covered nhis face, and with twain he covered his feest, and with twaln
he dia fly. And one cried unto another, and esaid, Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord of Hoets: the whole earth is fuil of his glory. And the
posts of the door moved at the voice of him thal cried, and tne
house was filled with smoke, Tnen said I, Woe is me] for I am
undone [the margin says “out off"J, He saw himself, in-comparison
what wnat the Lord opened to bis vision, as a lost man, Witnout
the grace and salvation that must come tfom some other source ihan
nimseir]; pecause I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have ssen the King,
the Lord of hosts.*

That is the vieion I want,

*rnen flew one 0f the seraphim unto me, having a iive coal in
his hand, wnich he had taken with tne tongs from off the altar:

and ne laid it upon my mouth, and saia, Lo, tnis hatn touckhed thy

lipes and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.*
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Thaet is the description of a scene that takes place in every
individual case with you and with me 1f we know God as it is our
privilege to know nim,

*4lesc I neard the wice of the Lord, saying, Wnom shall I send,
and wao wWill go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me,"

In tbe commission Jesus saye, “As my Father hath sent me, s¢
send I you; recsive the presence and the guiding and the teaching
¢f the Holy Spirit in the work I have left for you,'

In John 4:34 Jesus characterkses His own attitude toward that
wonderful work in those wonderful monosyllables: "My meat 1s 1o do
the will of him that sent me, and to0 finish his work® That is wnat
his mission was, that 1s what He expects you and me 10 do, to make
it more pleasant than our food to do the will of God and to complste
His work that He left us to do,

Then there comes i; the personal experience that is so well
phrased Dy the Psalmist in the 40th Psalm and the 8th versey *I
delight $0 do thy will, 0 my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.®
shen putting that together with the great commission, ®Go ye there-
fore, &because of this great commission, because of the promises that
are put right along with it of the assurancs of the presence of
Christ and of the Holy Spirit with us continually,--"Go ye there-
fore and tsach all nations,®~~Fhat 18 a worldwids commission to the
ambassadors of.cnrist?u'baptizing thex in the name of the Father and
the son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them all things whatsoever
I kave commandsd you," '

So 1 feel this morning, brethren, that thers has been conferred
upon you and me, if we accept it, a commission of the greatest nonor

<hat can possibly be conferred upen men, When our government ap-

points an ambassador to the Court of §t, James, or some other notabdle
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ccurt, we look upon that as one of the greatest honors that can 1128
come t¢ an American citizen toc represent this great government to
enotpber government of equal standing and dignity, to ve a mouth-
Piece of this goverament, to watch its interests, to study for its
advancement, But such & commission ¥ as thd cannot compare with

cne like this, Thls one lacks the outward pomp and ceremony and
ehow, that that one has, but "still waters run deep,® and the silent
for¢ces in the world are the real forces, 7The unsesn forcee are the
ones thait achHsve the great things, that win the victories of the
world; and sc Ee choosess that this silent, indwelling power and’
blessing that He promises to you and to ume shal; accomplish the
grest work that He has left to be done. |
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