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THE WILD

Missions are remote —fiiied with
exotic locales, dangerous
terrain and Intemationai infrigue.
Sometimes we forget that we live
in a mission field which is one of
the largest and probabiy the most
Intriguing . .. America.

wWhatshappeninghereathome...

What effect does the Generai
Conference have on
intemationai, national and iocai
churchissues. .. What happens at
a Genergi Conference session. ..
What sort of projects are being
activated to finish the
communicationofGod'sWord...?

A special edition of Global

nt searches for the

answers {o these and other Issues
pertinent fo the concemed
Seventh-day Adventist.
Moderator Geraid Fuiier, host of
the popular Washington D.C.
based radio taik program,
Saturday Seminar, wili bring you
reports on many of the exciting
projects cumrentiy underway in the
United States. Exciusive in-depth
interviews with key General
Conference leaders make this 30

*Times approximate

minute* sound presentation both
important and current.

If your Sabbath Schooi
deparment Is already a reguiar
subscriber o Global Assignment,
this speclal program wiil be sentto

your church automaticaiiy. C
you can order your Own pers:
copy.

Find out what's happening
your own backyard.

Iwouid iike: [] casseftes

[] Pleasesendme .......... coples of this special edition of Global
Assignment ot $1.75 each (Including postage and handling).

[ Please send me a one-year subscription to Giobal Assignment at $9
per year. i understand that i wili receive one tape per quarter, with tw
seven-minute programs on each—elght programs altogether.

ihaveenciosed acheckorMoneyOrderintheamountof$...............
to pay for the items i have checked above.

[ reel to reei tapes.

.Wake checks payable to: Adventist Media Productions

. Mail this coupon to: A

tist Media P

1100 Rancho Conejo Bivd.
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360



THE VICE PRESIDENT
\AMERICAN DIVISION

oZ General Conference of

Seventh-day Adventists

CHURCH WORLDO HEAOQUARTERS 6840 EASTERN AVENUE, NW, WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20012
TELEPHONE 1202 7230800 - CABLE- ADVENTIST, WASMINGTON .  TELEX: 89580

Sabbath School Members
World Divisions of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church

Dear Members:

I am pleased to bring you greetings from the 451,329
Sabbath School members in North America. We, your brothers
and sisters, feel very close to you in the work of the gospel
as we approach the day of His coming.

Some do not think of North America as having any special
needs, but there.is on this continent a great variety of chal-
lenging situations.

For instance, there is the Northeastern Academy, an inner
city institution serving the needs of a large number of black
youth. The great need here is for additional vocational train-
ing classrooms.

Then there is the great challenge of Quebec, one of the
largest French-speaking communities in the world. We must
train indigencus talent to work for their own people in this
difficult area of endeavor. To establish a French-speaking
academy of Montreal is the priority item for the church in
Quebec.

The American Indian has been strangely neglected. We
have done some work among these true native Americans but
not nearly enough. Your Thirteenth Sabbath offering will
help to expand the outpatient clinic at Monument Valley
Hospital in the Nevada-Utah Conference and assist in the
financing and equipping of the Pine Ridge School vocational
arts building in South Dakota.

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your gener-
ous support of the North American Thirteenth Sabbath projects
in the past. It is the liberal soul that is blessed and en-
riched. Heaven's law of reciprocity wills it so.

Sincerely yours,

C. E. Bradford

1—A.L. 2-80
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il you be ready for this momen-

tous, earthshaking event? One
way to prepare yourself is by havinga
thorough knowledge of Revelation,
where God reveals just what will
happen when.

And to help unravel the mysteries
in this book, read CHRIST OF THE
REVELATION by Dr. J. R. Zurcher.
Wiritten to accompany this quarter's
Sabbath School lessons, CHRIST

the introductory
price of only
US$3.50. After
that the price
goes to US$3.95.
Get your copy
of CHRIST OF
THE REVELA- o Zaher
TION at your
nearest Advent-

ist Book Center.

A

CHRIST

OF THE
VELATION

His Mesage 1 the Church and the World

OF THE REVELATION will explain
the three angels’ messages, shed
light on the letters to the seven
churches, and clearly explain some
of the major time prophecies.

You'll also find out about the “times
of the Gentiles” and what is meant by
the “testimony of Jesus” and “the
spirit of prophecy.”

Special introductory price! Now
through the end of June, you can get

Or order by mail from ABC Mailing
Service, P.O. Box 37485, Omaha,
NE 61837. Be sure to include local
sales tax for your state and an addi-
tional 10 percent (minimum 75¢) for
postage and handling. In Canada,
send to Box 398, Oshawa, Ontario
L1H 7Ls.
Get yours today.

CHRIST OF THE REVELATION at Southern Publishing Association %
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Our daily study is more than a perfect record.
Through it comes knowledge of ‘‘The Word.”’
Your Adult Sabbath School Lesson is designed to
fill the need.



THE WITNESS OF JESUS

INTRODUCTION

The Sabbath School lessons this quarter are devoted to the study of the testimony
of Jesus as revealed in the book of Revelation. They are not an exhaustive study of the
entire book, but rather a careful examination of the prophetic messages that the
faithful and true Witness addresses to His church, exhorting her to bear her testimony
during every period of her history, from the apostolic age to the end of time.

Particular attention is given to the messages that directly concern us today: first,
the one addressed to the church of Laodicea and then those of the three angels of
Revelation 14. Pioneers of the advent movement studied these messages profoundiy
and systematically. Their faith and their testimony depend upon that study. Is that not
also true today?

“Many have entertained the idea that the book of Revelation is a sealed book, and
they will not devote time and study to its mysteries. They say that they are to keep
looking to the glories of salvation, and that the mysteries revealed to John on the Isle
of Patmos are worthy of less consideration than these. But God does not so regard
this book. . . .

... It should be studied with reverential awe.”—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A.
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 954.

‘“‘Let none think, because they cannot explain the meaning of every symbol in the
Revelation, that it is useless for them to search this book in an effort to know the
meaning of the truth it contains. The One who revealed these mysteries to John will
give the diligent searcher for truth a foretaste of heavenly things. Those whose hearts
are open to the reception of truth will be enabled to understand its teachings, and will
be granted the blessing promised to those who ‘hear the words of this. prophecy, and
keep those things which are written therein.’ "—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 584,
585.

The finishing of God’s work on earth, which was entrusted to the remnant church,
depends upon our understanding of the testimony of Jesus and upon our fidelity in
proclaiming God's last message for humanity as revealed in the three angels’ mes-
sages of Revelation 14. In order for our understanding to grow, we must study it over
and over.again. Only in this way can we render an effective testimony.

“When we as a people understand what this book [Revelation] means to us, there
will be seen among us a great revival."—Testimonies to Ministers, p. 113.



LESSON 1
March 30 to April 5
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‘“‘When | saw him, | fell at his feet as
dead. And he laid his right hand upon
me, saying unto me, Fear not; lam the
first and the last: 1 am he that liveth,
and was dead; and, behold, | am alive
for evermore, Amen” (Rev. 1:17, 18).

These are the words that open the
dialogue between the prophet on
Patmos and Jesus Christ, the faithful
and true Witness. It is also as the
faithful and true Witness that Jesus
delivers His message to the church of
Laodicea, and, finally, when He
appears sitting upon a white horse as
King of kings.and Lord of lords, His
name is given as ‘‘Faithful and True”
(Rev. 19:11). -

All the work of Christ bears the
hallmark of incomparable fidelity.
Speaking of the faithfulness of Moses,
the author of the Epistle to the
Hebrews says, ‘‘'Now Moses was
faithful in all God’s house as aservant,
to testify to the things that were to be
spoken later, but,” he adds, “Christ
was faithful over God’s house as a son.
And we are his house if we hold fast
our confidence and pride in our hope”
(Heb. 3:5, 6, RSV).

Jesus is not only the faithful
Witness; He is also God’s only true or
perfect witness. It was to bear witness
of His Father that Jesus came to this
world, and He did this to deliver us
from the power of delusion and make
us participants in the “glorious liberty
of the children of Gocﬁ’ (Rom. 8:21).

" “Therefore we ought to give the
more earnest heed to the things which
we have heard, lest at any time we
should let them slip. For if the word
spoken by angels was stedfast, and
every transgression and disobedience
received ajust recompence of reward;

how shall we escape, if we neglect so

reat salvation; which at the first

egan to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that
heard him; God also bearing them
witness, both with signs and wonders,
and with divers miracles, and gifts of
the Holy Ghost, according to his own
will?” (Heb. 2:1-4).

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. The Faithful and True
Witness
(Rev. 1:5; 3:14)

. Witness of Truth
(John 18:37)

. The Witness of God
(1 John 5:9-12)

. The Power of God

. True Words of God

(Rev. 19:9; 21:5; 22:6; 2 Tim. 3:16)
. Blessed Is He That Reads,

Hears, and Keeps

(Rev. 1:3)

S G oA WN



Jesus, the Faithful and True Witness LESSON 1 [0 Sunday

Part 1

THE FAITHFUL
AND TRUE
WITNESS

THINK IT THRDUGH

10

FURTHER STUDY

March 30

What unique titie does the book of Revelation.give to Jesus
Christ?

“From Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness” (Rev. 1:5).
“These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness”
(Rev. 3:14).

The Revelation is the only book in the New Testament that
gives the title of “witness” to our Lord. Jesus is the perfect
witness, the only authentic and true witness. All other witnesses
named in the Bible are cited because of their connection with
Jesus. They are not simply called “‘witnesses,” but ‘‘witness of
Jesus.”

Of whom is Jesus the faithful and true witness? In what
sense? John 1:18; 1 John 5:20.

By nature Jesus is God’s authentic witness. He is “‘the bright-
ness of his glory, and the express image of his person” (Heb.
1:3). Being the true expression of the nature of God, Jesus alone
is able to reveal the only true God, of whom He is the perfect
expression of His character, His mind, His will. ““If ye had known
me,” Jesus said, ‘‘ye should have known my Father aiso. . .. He
that hath seen me hath seen the Father’” (John 14:7-9).

‘“He [Christ] is the manifestation of the Father, and is called
the Word of God. God sent His Son into the world, His divinity
clothed with humanity, that man might bear the image of the
invisible God. He made known in His words, His character, His
power and majesty, the nature and attributes of God. Divinity
flashed through humanity in softening, subduing light. He was
the embodiment of the law of God, which is the transcript of His
character.”—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 5, p. 1131.

To what extent is Jesus the source of knowledge for me
concerning the only true God?

“Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son will reveal him” (Matt. 11:27). ““I am not
come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not.
But | know him: for | am from him, and he hath sent me” (John
7:28, 29). ‘| am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have
known my Father also” (John 14:6, 7).

The Desire of Ages, pp. 19, 20.



Jesus, the Faithful and True Witness LESSON 1 1 Monday

March 31
Part 2 For what purpose did Jesus come into this world?
WITNESS
OF TRUTH “To this end was | born, and for this cause came | into the

world, that | should bear witness unto the truth” (John 18:37).

As the authentic and true witness, the testimony of Jesus can
only pertain to truth. “John frequently . . . uses the word [truth]
in a wider sense to denote what is true in things pertaining to
God and the duties of man, or in a more restricted sense the
facts taught in the Christian religion concerning God and the
execution of His purposes through Christ. This revelation had
been given by Jesus (ch. 1:17). He, in fact, was ‘the truth’ (ch.
14:6). He was ‘full of grace and truth’ (ch. 1:14).”"—S.D.A. Bible
Commentary, vol. 5, pp. 989, 990.

“In His life, Christ’s words had perfect illustration and sup-
port. And more than this; what He taught, He was. His words
were the expression, not only of His own life experience, but of
His own character. Not only did He teach the truth, but He was
the truth.”—Education, pp. 78, 79.

Where, today, as in former times, do we find witness borne
to Jesus and to truth? John 5:39; 17:17.

The close relationship between Jesus and the Scriptures is
not sufficiently emphasized. To the one as to the other, the Bible
gives the name “Word of God.” Whereas Christ is the Word of
God made human flesh, the Scriptures are the Word of God in
human language. Divinely inspired, the Written Word is only a
means. Its testimony leads to a knowledge of the Living Word of
God. Actually the witness and the testimony are inseparable—
Christ is revealed to us through the Scriptures, and the Scrip-
tures are given to reveal Jesus Christ to us.

THINK IT THROUGH To what extent is the witness of Jesus, borne by the Written
Word, the foundation of my spiritual life?

“The great principles of the law, of the very nature of God, are
embodied in the words of Christ on the mount. Whoever buiids
upon them is building upon Christ, the Rock of Ages. In receiv-
ing the word, we receive Christ. And only those who thus receive
His words are building upon Him. ‘Other foundation can no man
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 3:11.
‘There is none other name under heaven, given among men,
whereby we must be saved.’ Acts 4:12. Christ, the Word, the
revelation of God,—the manifestation of His character, His law,
His love, His life,—is the only foundation upon which we can
build a character that will endure.”—Thoughts From the Mount
of Blessing, pp. 148, 149.

FURTHER STUDY Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 402, 403.

"

2—A.L. 2-80



Jesus, the Faithful and True Witness LESSON 1 [ Tuesday

April 1
Part 3 What is inherent in the witness of God expressed in Jesus?

THE WITNESS
OF GOD “This is the witness of God which he hath testified of his

Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in
himself. . . . And this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternai life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath
life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life’’ (1 John
5:9-12).

He who confesses the deity of Jesus receives the testimony of
God. In this way God imparts to him the very life of the Son.
Gospel truth becomes his truth, the premise of his life. The
object of the divine witness is our quickening through commun-
ion with the Son of God. To him who believes His testimony God
gives the eternal life that is in His Son. From that moment he
shares the life that proceeds from the Father through the unique
Mediator of life, Jesus Christ.

“Only the believer in Christ can receive life everlasting. Only
by continually feeding on Christ’s flesh and blood can we have
the assurance that we are partakers of the divine nature. No one
should be indifferent on this subject, saying, If we are honest, it
is no matter what we believe. You cannot with safety surrender
any seed of vital truth in order to please yourself or anybody
else. Do not seek to avoid the cross. If we receive no light from
the Sun of Righteousness, we have no connection with the
Source of all light; and if this life and light do not abidein us, we
can never be saved.”"—Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 299.

What promise is made to him who receives the testimony
borne by Jesus? John 1:12, 13.

“John here brands as error the belief that simply because
Christ died for all men, all will therefore be saved. Marked
equally falseis the belief that God predestines certain men to be
saved and others to be damned. John emphatically declares
that the decisive factor lies with men themselves—'as many’ as
receive and believe are granted access to sonship.”"—S.D.A.
Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 900.

THINK IT THROUGH Can | say with Paui, “For to me to live is Christ’?

“This is the most perfect interpretation in a few words, in all
the Scriptures, of what it means to be a Christian. This is the
whole truth of the gospel. Paul understood what many seem
unable to comprehend. How intensely in earnest he was! His
words show that his mind was centered in Christ, that his whoie
life was bound up with his Lord. Christ was the author, the
support, and the source of his life.”"—Ellen G. White Comments,
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 903.

FURTHER STUDY Steps to Christ, "The Test of Discipleship,” pp. 62-65.
12



Jesus, the Faithful and True Witness LESSON 1 [] Wednesday

Part 4
THE POWER
OF GOD

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

April 2

What are other effects of the testimony of Jesus in the life of
the believer?

The testimony of Jesus as presented to us in the Gospels, and
in all Scripture, is truly ‘'the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth’” (Rom. 1:16). Under the imperceptible
influence of the Spirit, the Written Word becomes the instru-
ment by which God effects the salvation of man, the sword of
the Spirit by which He persuades the sinner to pass from death
unto life.

Here are 10 ways in which God’s Word brings about transfor-
mation in the life:

1. It ““lighteth every man’’.(John 1:9).

2. It awakens the conscience (Heb. 4:12, 13).

3. It serves as judge (John 12:48).

4. It leads to faith (Rom. 10:17).

5. It begets new life (1 Peter 1:23; James 1:18).

6. It frees from the power of sin (John 8:31, 32).

7. It purifies the soul (1 Peter 1:22; John 15:3).

8. It sanctifies believer and church (John 17:17; Eph. 5:26).

9. It determines the Christian witness (Phil. 2:15, 16).

10. It leads to the Source of life eternal (John 5:24, 39).

“Our bodies are built up from what we eat and drink. And as in
the natural, so in the spiritual economy; it is that which our
minds dwell upon which sustains the spiritual nature. . .. [John
6:63 quoted]. Spiritual life must be sustained by communion
with Christ through His Word. The mind must dwell upon it, the
heart must be filled with it. The Word of God laid up in the heart
and sacredly cherished and obeyed, through the power of the
grace of Christ can make man right, and keep him right; but
every human influence, every earthly invention, is powerless to.
give strength and wisdom to man. It cannot restrain passion, or
correct deformity of character. Unless the truth of God controls
the heart, the conscience wili be warped.”—Selected Mes-
sages, bk. 2, p. 125.

Has the divine Communicator been able to form my charac-
ter after the likeness of Christ through the Written Word?

“Even greater is the power of the Bible in the development of
the spiritual nature. Man, created for fellowship with God, can
only in such fellowship find his real life and development.
Created to find in God his highest joy, he can find in nothing else
that which can quiet the cravings of the heart, can satisfy the
hunger and thirst of the soul. He who with sincere and teachable
spirit studies God’s word, seeking to comprehend its truths, will
be brought in touch with its Author; and, except by his own
choice, there .is no limit to the possibilities of his develop-
ment."—Education, pp. 124, 125.

Steps to Christ, **“What to Do With Doubt,” pp. 109-113.
13



Jesus, the Faithful and True Witness LESSON 1 [ Thursday

Part §
TRUE WORDS
OF GOD

THINK IT THROUGH

14

FURTHER STUDY

April 3

How should we considerthe words in the book of Revelation
as well as those in all the Bible?

“He saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God” (Rev.
19:9).

“He said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faith-
ful” (Rev. 21:5).

“Me said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true’’ (Rev.
22:6).

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
.. . for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).

‘It takes all of eternity to unfold the glories and bring out the
precious treasures of the Word of God. Do not letany living man
come to you and begin to dissect God's Word, telling what is
revelation, what is inspiration and what is not, without a rebuke.
Tellall such they simply do notknow. They simply are not able to
comprehend the things of the mystery of God. What we want is
to inspire faith. We want no one to say, ‘This I will reject, and this
will | receive,’ but we want to have implicit faith in the Bible as a
whole and as it is."—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 919.

What solemn warning does the Saviour address explicitly to
anyone who takes the liberty of manipulating His message in
Revelation and, by extension, in all the Bible? Rev. 22:18, 19.

“Such are the warnings which God has given to guard men
against changing in any manner that which He has revealed or
commanded. These solemn denunciations apply to all who by
their influence lead men to regard lightly the lawof God. ... The
written word, the law of God, will measure the character of every
man and condemn all whom this unerring test shall declare
wanting.'—The Great Controversy, p. 268.

What are my purposes in searching the Scriptures? To find
something to uphold my opinions? To know what God says?

“Never attempt to search the Scriptures unless you are ready
to listen, uniess you are ready to be a learner, unless you are
ready to listen to the Word of God as though His voice were
speaking directly to you from the living oracles. Never ietmortal
man sit in judgment upon the Word of God or pass sentence as
to how much of this is inspired and how much is not inspired,
and that this is more inspired than some other portions. God
warns him off thatground. God has not given himany such work
to do.”—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary,
vol. 7, p. 919.

Fundamentals of Christian Education, pp. 386, 387, Educa-
tion, pp. 189-191.



Jesus, the Faithful and True Witness LESSON 1 [] Friday
April 4

Part 6 What promise is made at the beginning of the book of Reve-
BLESSED IS HE  lation?
THAT READS,
HEARS, AND “Blessed is he thatreadeth, and they that hear the words of
KEEPS this prophecy, and keep those things which are written
therein” (Rev. 1:3).

The Revelation contains seven beatitudes (1:3; 14:13; 16:15;
19:9;20:6; 22:7; 22:14). The first and the sixth are related to the
book itseif. The first declares, ‘‘Blessed is he that readeth, and
they thathear . .., and keep”’; and the sixth repeats, ‘Blessed is
he that keepeth’ the words of this prophecy.

A benediction is pronounced upon those who pay due regard
to this communication. The blessing is promised to encourage
a study of this book. We are not to weary of it because of its
apparently mystical symbols. Christ can give us understanding.

“There should be a closer and more diligent study of the
Revelation, and a more earnest presentation of the truths it
contains—truths which concern all who are ||vmg in these last
days.”'—Evangelism, p. 197.

Who alone will fmally receive ‘a blessing? Rev. 22:7.

“He that keepeth” is the one for whom the revelation of God
had not been in vain. Jesus declares, ‘‘Blessed are they that hear
the word of God, and keep it” (Luke 11:28); and again, ‘‘My
mother and my brethren are these which hear the word of God,
and do it” (Luke 8:21). He also points out in Matt. 7:24-27 the dif-
ference between those who merely hear-and those who hear
and do the words of Jesus. This hearing and doing is the pa-
tience of the saints. (See Rev. 14:12.)

THINK IT THROUGH What can a study of Revelation do for me?

“When we as a people understand what this book [Revela-
tion) means to us, there will be seen among us a great revival.
We do not understand fully the lessons that it teaches, not-
withstanding the injunction given us to search and study it. . ..

“When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better under-
stood, believers will have an entirely different religious experi-
ence. They will be given such glimpses of the open gates of
heaven that heart and mind will be impressed with the character
that all mustdevelop in order to realize the blessedness which is
to be the reward of the pure in heart.”

“If our people were half awake, if they realized the nearness of
the events portrayed in the Revelation, a reformation would be
wrought in our churches, and many more would believe the
message.”—Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 113, 114, 118.

FURTHER STUDY Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 112-114,

15



' LESSON 2
April 6-12

- 2. The Testimony
~ ofJesus




“The dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with
the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev.
12:17).

Since Jesus has been presented to
us as the incomparable Witness, ““‘the
faithful and true witness,”” He must
perforce have a testimony. He
revealed that testimony to His servants
the prophets who, by “the Spirit of
Christwhich wasin them... ., testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ,
and the glory that should follow”

(1 Peter 1%.

“God, who at sundry times and in
divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath
in theselast days spoken unto us by his
Son” (Heb. 1:1, 2). Jesus justified the
prophetic word when He came into
the world; He bore witness to the
truth and to His Father who sent Him.
(See John 5:36.)

However, Jesus was unable to reveal
all that He wished during His earthly
ministry, even to His disciples. /| have
yet manythinﬁs to say untoyou, butye
cannot bear them now” (John 16:12).
“But,” He promised, “when the
Comforter is come, whom | will send
unto you from the Father, even the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from
the Father, he shall testify of me: and
Ke also shall bear witness, because ye

ave been with me from the
beginning” (John 15:26, 27).

his promise was realized in a

special way in the revelations made to
John, “whobare record of the word of
God, and of the testimony of Jesus
Christ, and of all things that he saw"”
(Rev. 1:2). Repeatedly the apostle was

told to write the things that had been
revealed to him and to send them to
the seven churches designated by
Jesus.

“In the providence of God, John
was placed where Christ could give
him a wonderful revelation of Himself
and of divine truth for the
enlightenment of the
churches.”—The Acts of the Apostles,
p. 581.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. The Testimony of Jesus
(Rev. 1:2, 9)

2. The Faithful Witnesses
(Rev. 1:9)

3. The Spirit of Prophecy
(Rev. 19:10)

4. The Gift of Prophecy
(Eph. 4:11-13; 1 Cor. 12:28)

5. The Remnant Church
(Rev. 12:17)

6. Write to the Seven Churches
(Rev. 1:11)
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How is the message given by the “faithful and true witness”
designated in the book of Revelation?

“John . . . bare record of the word of God, and of the tes-
timony of Jesus Christ.”

“IJohn...was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word
of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:2, 9).

Repeatedly in the book of Revelation it speaks of “‘the tes-
timony of Jesus Christ” (ch. 1:2, 9; 12:17), “‘the testimony of
Jesus" (ch. 19:10), or simply the ‘“testimony’ (ch. 6:9; 11:7;
12:11). “In the Greek this phrase [testimony of Jesus Christ] may
be understood either as the ‘testimony’ (or ‘witness’) Christians
bear concerning Jesus, or as the ‘testimony’ (or ‘witness’) that
originates with Jesus and is revealed to His church through the
prophets. . . . A comparison with ch. 19:10 clearly favors the
latter interpretation. There the ‘testimony of Jesus’ is defined as
the ‘spirit of prophecy,’ meaning that Jesus is witnessing to the
church through the medium of prophecy.”"—S.D.A. Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 812.

What other expressions are associated with ‘“the testimony
of Jesus”? Rev. 1:2, 9; 12:17.

The expression "“testimony of Jesus'’ is associated with either
“the word of God" or ‘‘the commandments of God.” The ex-
pression does not deal with the witness of the Scriptures, but of
Jesus Himself. The testimony of the Revelation is the fact that
Jesus is the “Word of God” (Rev. 19:13), so that, in reality, the
two are one and the same. This parallelism is also used in
Revelation 1:1, 2.

How important to me is the testimony of Jesus revealed to
the prophet John on Patmos?

“We have been given a message exceeding inimportance any
other message ever entrusted to mortals. This message Christ
came in person to the isle of Patmos to present to John. He told
him to write down what he saw and heard during his vision, that
the churches might know what was to come upon the earth. . . .

“The word, ‘Nevertheless | have somewhat against thee, be-
cause thou hast left thy first love,’ is applicable to many living in
this time. God calls for immediate repentance and reformation.
Itis time for a great change to take place among the people who
are looking for the second appearing of their Lord. Soon
strange things will take place. God will hoid us responsible for
the way in which we treat the truth.”"—Medical Ministry, pp. 37,
38.

The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 578-581.
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What happened to John because of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus?

“l John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribu-
lation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, wasin
the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the
testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:9).

"“In exiling John, the enemies of truth had hoped to silence
forever the voice of God'’s faithful witness; but on Patmos the
disciple received a message, the influence of which was to
continue to strengthen the church till the end of time. Though
not released from the responsibility of their wrong act, those
who banished John became instruments in the hands of God to
carry out Heaven’s purpose; and the very effort to extinguish the
light placed the truth in bold relief.”—The Acts of the Apostles,
p. 581,

What has happened to other witnesses for the same rea-
son? Rev. 6:9; 20:4.

“When the fifth seal was opened; John the Revelator in vision
saw beneath the altar the company that were slain for the Word
of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ."—Eilen G. White
Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 968.

“The enemy of righteousness left nothing undone in his effort
to stop the work committed to the Lord’s builders. . . . Like the
apostles, many of them fell at their post, but the building of the
temple went steadily forward. The workmen were slain, but the
work advanced.'—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 598.

What valuable lesson can | learn from the experience of
those Christians who have the “testimony of Jesus”'?

“In the experience of the apostle John under persecution,
there is a lesson of wonderful strength and comfort for the
Christian. God does not prevent the plotting of wicked men, but
He causes their devices to work for good to those who in trial
and conflict maintain their faith and loyalty. Often the gospel
laborer carries on his work amid storms of persecution, bitter
opposition, and unjust reproach. At such times let him re-
member that the experience to be gained in the furnace of trial
and affliction is worth all the pain it costs. Thus God brings His
children near to Him, that He may show them their weakness
and His strength. He teaches them to lean on Him. Thus He
prepares them to meet emergencies, to fill positions of trust,
and to accomplish the great purpose for which their powers
were given them.”"—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 574, 575.

The Great Controversy, pp. 649-652.
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What meaning did John give to the expression “the tes-
timony of Jesus”?

“l am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the
testimony of Jesus: worshlp God: for the testimony of Jesus is
the spirit of prophecy’ (Rev. 19:10).

According to this scripture, the testimony of Jesus and the
spirit of prophecy are identical; in other words, all true prophets
have the testimony of Jesus, and all who have the testimony of
Jesus are prophets in the sense that they are mouthpieces or
witnesses for Jesus.

“The word ‘prophecy’ describes any inspired message com-
municated by God through a prophet. . . . Prophecy may be a
prediction of future events, though more commoniy it is not.
The expression ‘spirit of prophecy’ refers specifically to the
‘manifestation of the Spirit’ in the form of a special gift of the
Holy Spirit that inspires the recipient and enables him to speak
authoritatively as a representative of God (1 Cor. 12:7-10) when
‘moved by the Holy Ghost’ to do so (2 Peter 1:21). The context of
the expression in Rev. 19:10 defines ‘the testimony of Jesus'
and ‘the spirit of prophecy’ in this sense.”—S.D.A. Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 7, p. 876.

What other detail proves that angels do Indeed confer the
testimony of Jesus to prophets? Rev. 19:10; 22:8, 9.

“The close relationship between the ‘testimony of Jesus’ and
prophecy is further demonstrated by a comparison between
chs. 19:10 and 22:9. In ch. 19:10 the angel identifies himself as
‘thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of
Jesus,” and in ch. 22:9 as ‘thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren
the prophets.’ Thus, on the reasonable conclusion that these
two expressions of the angel are parallel, those who have the
testimony of Jesus are identified with the prophets. Since it is
the distinctive work of the prophets to bear messages from
Jesus to the people.. . ., the interpretation that the testimony of
Jesus refers to the ‘testimony,’ or ‘witness,’ that Jesus bears to
the church is strongly supported.”’—S.D.A. Bible Commentary,
vol. 7, p. 812,

What attention do | give to the prophecies of Reveiation?

“The solemn messages that have been given in their order in
the Revelation are to occupy the first place in the minds of God's
people. . ..

‘... Will not those who profess to have a knowledge of the
truth read the testimony given to John by Christ?"'—Testi-
monies, vol. 8, p. 302.

The Great Controversy, pp. viii-xii.
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What can be assumed by the fact that the promise of the gift
of prophecy was made to the church for the same reason as
were the other gifts? Eph. 4:11-13; 1 Cor. 12:28.

“New Testament writers nowhere suggest that the gift of
prophecy was to end with the apostolic church. On the contrary,
Paul declares that, with the other gifts of the Spirit he lists in
Eph. 4:11, it was to continue ‘till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ’ (v.
13). All of the other special gifts mentioned in v. 11 are still
needed in the church, and men and women are still qualified by
the Holy Spirit to fill these offices. Why should the office of
prophet be considered an exception?”'—S.D.A. Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, p. 876. .

What solemn warning did the apostles give? 1 Thess. 5:21;
1 John 4:1.

“Our Lord warned that the Christian church would be trou-
bled by false prophets, particularly as the time for His second
advent should draw near (Matt. 24:11, 24). The deceptive power
of these false prophets was to be so great that if it were possible
they would ‘deceive the very elect.” The fact that Christ warned
against a false manifestation of the prophetic gift prior to His
second coming argues strongly that there would also be a
genuine manifestation of this gift, as otherwise He could simply
have warned against any and all prophets who might arise.”—
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, pp. 876, 877.

By what criteria am | able to judge the true prophet from the
false?

“The Scriptures specify certain standards by which those
who profess to speak for God are to be measured: (1) The
personal life of the prophet will be in harmony with the teach-
ings of Scripture (Matt. 7:15-20). (2) His messages will likewise
accord with Scripture. (3) His ministry will exalt Christ as the
Son of God and the Saviour of men (1 John 4:2). (4) His ministry

" will be confirmed by fulfilled predictions (Jer. 28:9; cf. 1 Sam.

3:19). itis reasonable also to expect that the messages he bears
will be of practical benefit to the church, that they will be timely
and appropriate, that they will be free from human influence,
and that when he isin open vision his experience will be similar
to that of the Bible prophets.”—S. DA Bible Commentary, vol.
7, p. 877.

Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 671-676.
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What two characteristics distinguish the remnant church?

“The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make
war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the command-
ments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev.
12:17).

“The commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus are
united. They are to be clearly presented to the world.”"—
Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 117.

These two distinctive marks characterize the remnant church
for the foliowing reasons: (1) “The last great conflict between
truth and error is but the final struggle of the iong-standing
controversy concerning the law of God.”—The Great Con-
troversy, p. 582. (2) Jesus wished to entrust a special testimony
to the remnant church, the church charged with the responsibil-
ity of proclaiming His last message to the world. “Seventh-day
Adventists . .. believe that the ‘remnant’ will be distinguished by
the manifestation of the gift of prophecy in their midst. The
‘testimony of Jesus Christ,’ they believe, is the witness of Jesus
in their midst through the medium of the prophetic gift.”—
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 812.

How can we justify our claim that the Seventh-day Adventist
Church is the church of the remnant? In Hebrew the word
translated “‘remnant” means ‘‘those who escape,” '‘what re-
mains,” or “what is left.”” Those who escaped from Assyrian
captivity are called a ‘‘remnant.”’ (See 2 Chron. 30:6.) The same
word is applied to those who escape from mystical Babylon.

How is the spirit of prophecy evident in the Adventist Church?
Seventh-day Adventists have ground to believe that the gift of
prophecy was-evidenced in the ministry and writings of Ellen
White. She was active as God’s messenger among us from 1844
to 1915. However, we do not consider her writings to be a
substitute for or an addition to the Bible. They are simply, she
explained, “‘a lesser light to lead men and women to the greater
light."—Colporteur Ministry, p. 125. These writings do not pre-
sent a new path to salvation; rather they lead to a better under-
standing of the plan of salvation revealed in the Bible.

Do | have complete confidence in the testimony of Jesus
given to our church through the messages of Ellen White?

“The very last deception of Satan will be to make of none
effect the testimony of the Spirit of God. ‘Where there is no
vision, the people perish’ (Prov. 29:18). Satan will work inge-
niously, in different ways and through different agencies, to
unsettie the confidence of God's remnant people in the true
testimony.”—Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 48.

Selected Messages, bk. 2, pp. 384-386.
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To whom was the prophet instructed to make known the
testimony of Jesus?

“Whatthou seest, write in a book, and sendit unto the seven
churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna,
and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and
unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea” (Rev. 1:11).

John was told several times to putinto writing all that he had
seen, all the things which must shortly come to pass, and that
which the Lord had sent His angel to make known unto him. He
was instructed to send the book to the seven churches.

“The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church
in different periods of the Christian Era. The number 7 indicates
completeness, and is symbolic of the fact that the messages
extend to the end of time, while the symbols used reveal the
condition of the church at different periods in the history of the
world.”"—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 585.

What is the essential content of the testimony of Jesus to the
seven churches? The Revelation is, first of all, a revelation of
Jesus Christ (ch. 1:1). No longer as the suffering Messiah, but as
the risen Lord, who is ““alive for evermore’ (ch. 1:18), now He
works for His church at the right hand of the throne of God (ch.
5:7) in the heavenly sanctuary (ch. 11:19; 15:5), until the day
when He will return in the clouds of heaven (ch. 1:7; 19:11-16).

Second, the Revelation is a disclosure of “‘things which must
shortly come to pass’ (ch. 1:1), information which Christ
wished to reveal to His church. This is why He addressed a
special message to each of the seven symbolic churches. Be-
sideslocal and historical application, each of the messages has
spiritual value for all the other churches, and thus for today.

Finally, the Revelation contains a special testimony for the
remnant church, the one entrusted with the mission of preach-
ing “‘the everlasting gospel”” (ch. 14:6). That too will be the
subject of our study, for we know that on the understanding of it
depend, not only the faith of the Adventist community, but also
the success of its mission in the world.

How do | picture Jesus?

Our picture of arisen Christ, victorious over death, and “alive
for evermore,” depends essentially on the visions recorded in
the book of Revelation. Through the study of the Revelation,
Seventh-day Adventists rediscovered the all-powerful, living
Jesus described by John, along with the unique truth of Christ’s
working for His people in the heavenly sanctuary. This isthe way
He chose to reveal Himself in each of the visions in the Revela-
tion.

S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, pp. 737, 738.
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‘‘He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will
I give to eat of the tree of life, which is
in the midst of the paradise of God”
(Rev. 2:7). ’

The seven letters of the book of
Revelation are addressed to the
churches located in Asia Minor,
modern Turkey. The basic meaning of
the letters is in the messages sent to
these literal churches. Another level of
meaning is in the messages contained
in the letters and appliedto the church
universal. A thirdarea of meaningisin
application of each church to a period
of church history. (See The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 585.) It is in this last way
that we shall study the letters to the
seven churches.

Ephesus represents the apostolic
church, spanning the years 31to 100 of
the Christian Era, and Smyrna is the
church of imperial persecution, A.D.
100 to 313, the year that Constantine
issued the Edict of Milan decreeing
equal rights for all religions.

here are three possible reasons

why Ephesus. was named first. First,
because of the importance of the city.
It was the capital of the Roman
province of Asia and residence of the

roconsuls. It was most famous,

owever, as an important religious
center, home of a great temple
dedicated to the goddess Artemis,
called Diana by the Romans. (See Acts
19:23-34.)

Second, because of its seniority.
The Ephesian church was the first
Christian church established by Paul in
Asia in the year A.D. 52, and it rapidly
became animportant Christian center.
AccordinF to tradition the apostle
John settled in Ephesus after the
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70,
and it was from there that he was
deported to Patmos, probably
between A.D. 96 and 98.

And finally, the symbolic meaning of
the name—desirable—no doubt
prompted the choice of Ephesus to

-represent the first, or apostolic,

church.

The church in Smyrna is mentioned
only in the Revelation. It probably
owes its origin to Paul’s missionary
work during the three years he spent
in Ephesus. (Compare Acts 19:10;
20:1-3.) The city of Smyrna was
founded about 1200 B.C. Beautifully
situated along the Aegean seacoast,
some 30 miles north ot Ephesus, it was
extolled by ancient peoples for its
marvelous location. They called it the
“Ornament of Asia.” It was also the
birthplace of the illustrious Greek

oet, Homer. Smyrna still exists and is
nown as “‘lzmir.”

The name “Smyrna’”’ means
“myrrh,” a derivative of muron. ltis a
substance with a bitter, aromatic odor,
used for embalming the dead. No
other name could better symbolize
the painful experience through which
the ““church of the catacombs’” had to
pass because of imperial persecution.
At the same time, it is an example of
what a church in this world should be,
a pleasing fragrance for Christ.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. Messaﬁe to the Apostolic
Churc
(Rev. 2:1)

2. “Thou Hast Left Thy
First Love”’
(Rev. 2:2, 3, 6)

3. “Do the First Works”’
(Rev. 2:5)

4. “To Him That Overcometh”
(Rev. 2:7)

5. Message to the Persecuted
Churc
(Rev. 2:8)

6. The Crown of Life
(Rev. 2:10)
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Unto whom is each of the seven letters to the churches
addressed?

“Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write” (Rev. 2:1).

John was instructed to write to the angel of each of the seven
churches. In the original this can designate ahuman messenger
as well as a celestial being. Here it refers to the one to whom
God has entrusted weighty responsibilities in His church. (See
The Acts of the Apostles, p. 586.)

What is the meaning of the symbols under which Jesus
presents Himself to the church in Ephesus? Rev. 2:1; 1:20.

“Christ is represented as holding the seven stars in His right
hand. This assures us that no church faithful to its trust need
fear coming to nought, for not a star that has the protection of
Omnipotence can be plucked out of the hand of Christ."—The
Acts of the Apostles, p. 586.

What relation is there between the symbol of the candle-
sticks and the warning that Jesus addresses to the church in
Ephesus? Rev. 2:5.

“In the message to the church at Ephesus, Christ is rep-
resented as holding the seven stars in His hand, and walking in
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. He is represented as
‘walking’ among them, thus illustrating His constant diligence
in behalf of His church. . . . These figures are to be carefully
studied by the undershepherds, and faithfully applied to their
own experience, that they may not lose sight of their great
privilege of securing light from the Source of all light, and giving
it in turn to those for whom they labor.”—Ellen G. White Com-
ments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 956.

What can we do to assure that our candlestick will not be
removed out of its place?

“What greater delusion can deceive the human mind than
that in which individuals flatter themselves that they have the
truth, that they are on the only sure foundation, and that God
accepts their works because they are actively engaged in some
work in the cause of God, when they are sinning against Him by
walking contrary to the expressed will of God? . . .

“The standard must be elevated. The work must have a higher
mold. There must be a coming out from the customs and prac-
tices of the world and being separate. There must be a coming
up upon a higher platform by both ministers and people.”’—
Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 451, 452.

The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 586, 587.
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April 14

What message of commendation was sent to the church in
Ephesus?

“I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and
how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast
tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast
found them liars: and hast borne, and hast patience, and for
my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.”

“Thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which | also
hate” (Rev. 2:2, 3, 6).

“To each of the seven churches Christ declares, ‘| know thy
works.” His admonition is that of One who is fully acquainted
with problems of each church and who is therefore able to
recommend an appropriate and effective solution.”—S.D.A.
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 743.

The commendation made to the church at Ephesus rested
upon its works, its labor and endurance, the deeds which ex-
hibited its character. The Ephesian church did not tolerate
evildoers and false brethren any more than it did false
shepherds and false aposties. Moreover, the church did not
become weary in its afflictions for Christ. In verse 6 special
mention is made of its attitude toward the Nicolaitanes, mem-
bers of a heretical sect whose works displeased God.

Whatreproofis directed to the church in Ephesus? Rev. 2:4.

“At the first the experience of the church at Ephesus was
marked with childlike simplicity and fervor. . . .

“But after a time the zeal of the believers began to wane, and
their love for God and for one another grew less. Coldness crept
into the church. Some forgot the wonderful manner in which
they had received the truth.”—The Acts of the Apostles, pp.
578-580.

How does the experience of the Ephesians concern me?

“| am instructed to say that these words [Rev. 2:4, 5] are
applicable to Seventh-day Adventist churches in their present
condition. The love of God has been lost, and this means the
absence of love for one another.. .. Great light has been given to
her. She has had abundant opportunity for bearing much fruit.
But selfishness has come in, and God says, ‘| will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.’ "—Ellen G.
White, Review and Herald, Feb. 25, 1902.

An important lesson from the experience of the Ephesian
community is that love cannot be replaced by other virtues. The
lack of love renders the other virtues hollow and empty. (See
1 Corinthians 13.)

Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 167-173.
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April 15
What triple counsel is given to the Ephesian Christians?

“Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and re-
pent, and do the first works” (Rev. 2:5).

Spiritual decline has only one cure—the one recommended
by Jesus. It bears the three characteristics of genuine conver-
sion: an awakening of conscience, repentance, and works of
faith. A call to repentance is sounded in all of the messages to
the churches with the exception of those addressed to Smyrna
and Philadelphia.

What did the Witness say would happen if the believers did
not repent? Verse 5.

The Lord is always ready to act on behalf of His children, be it
to strengthen or to comfort them. If they do not turn from Him,
He will continue to work, to lead them to repentance. However,
divine warnings will not continue if they go unheeded. Unless
there is repentance, the Lord will remove their candlestick out
of its place and bestow on others the responsibility of lighting
the world, which is the high mission of the church. (See Matt.
21:41)

The apostolic church was essentially of Jewish origin. After
the death of the apostles and the destruction of Jerusalem a
change took place. This warning could well have been realized
by the transfer of the candlestick from the Judeo-Christian
church, represented by the church at Ephesus, to a Christian
church of pagan background, represented by that of Smyrna.

Of what do | personally need to repent?

“Has the candlestick been removed out of its place? | call
upon all who are resting unconcerned in their present state of
spiritual deadness, to arouse and arise from the dead, and
Christ will give them light. Many rest as content as though the
cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night were sheltering and
guiding them. Many profess to know God, and yet deny Him in
their works. They reckon themselves among God’s peculiar,
chosen people, who have a special, solemn message entrusted
to their keeping to sanctify their lives and to give to the world,
and yet the power of the truth is scarcely felt or manifested in
our midst in zealous work for God. How great is our darkness,
and we know it not! The light has not diminished, but we walk
not in its rays.”—Testimonies to Ministers, p. 451.

Steps to Christ, 'Repentance,” pp. 23-25.
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What call was made to each of the seven churches?

‘‘He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches” (Rev. 2:7).

This call is repeated at the close of each of the letters to the

. seven churches, either to introduce a promise (Rev. 2:7,11,17)

or to conclude the message (ch. 2:29; 3:6, 13, 22). Here the Spirit
addresses ‘‘the churches,”’ because God's promises are for the
believers of every age.

The first condition for gaining eternal life is to know how to
listen. On several occasions Jesus emphasized this in His teach-
ings. (See Matt. 11:15; 13:9, 43; Luke 14:35.) In the Scriptures, to
listen means not only to hear but also to understand and putinto
practice. (See 1 Sam. 15:22; Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 8:21; Rev. 1:3.)

Towhom is the promise in fhe first letter made? Where will it
be fulfilled? Rev. 2:7.

In all seven letters the promise is for those who overcome.
Revelation 2:7 never specifies what victory is in question, but all
who are born of God know that it isthe “‘victsry that overcometh
the world” (1 John 5:4). Jesus defined it clearly when He said,
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shail enter into

_ the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father

which is in heaven’ (Matt. 7:21). For the Ephesian Christians,
the needed victory is areturnto their first love. The fulfililment of

-this promise will be perfectly realized in the kingdom of God.

It is interesting to note that some of the promises made to the
churches are details from the description given in Revelation 21
and 22 of the “‘new heaven and new earth.” (See Rev. 22:2, 4.)

What are the traits of character over which | need to gain the
victory?

"I saw that none could share the ‘refreshing’ unless they
obtain the victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness,
love of the world, and over every wrong word and action.”—
Early Writings, p. 71.

“When He [Jesus] comes, He is not to cleanse us of our sins,
to remove from us the defects in our characters, or to cure us of
the infirmities of our tempers and dispositions. If wrought for us
at all, this work will be accomplished before that time.”—
Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 355.

Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 92; Thoughts From the Mount of Bless-
ing, “Not Judging, but Doing”’ (Luke 13:24), pp. 141-144,
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April 17

What is the relationship between the way that Jesus pre-
sents Himself to the church in Smyrna and the message that
He addresses to them?

“These things saith the first and the last, which was dead,
and is alive” (Rev. 2:8).

The manner in which the Saviour presents Himself to each of
the seven churches is always related to the needs of that
church. To the church persecuted by imperial Rome, Christ
reveals Himself as the timeless, all-powerful One in heaven and
on earth, the One who suffered and died and who lives again.

What is the condition of the Smyrna church? Verse 9.

The tribulations of the church in Smyrna issued from three
sources: persecution, abject poverty, and slander. For more
than two centuries the Christian church had to face a period of
the most bitter persecution. Althoughthe church of Smyrnawas
stripped of all worldly possessions, the spiritual riches which it
possessed amply compensated for the condition of material
poverty. Thus the church in Smyrna enriched the world more
than any other church (compare 2 Cor. 6:10); the testimony of
her martyrs constituted gospel seed.

For the church of this era the cruelest trial resulted from the
blasphemy of the Jews. The book of Acts records that the ear-
liest persecution could be traced to the synagogues. (See Acts
13:45; 14:2,19;17:5, 13; 18:5, 6, 12.) During the second century
the Jews accused the Christians of having falsified the Scrip-
tures, which was the worst possible accusation. From then on,
becoming enemies of the Christian church, the blasphemers
were no longer true Jews. They lined up on the side of him who
accuses the children of God, and thus they formed the
“synagogue of Satan.” (See Zech. 3:1; Rev. 12:10.)

Woulid | be able to withstand slander for the sake of the
gospel? ’

“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you faisely, for my
sake” (Matt. 5:11).

I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless themthatcurse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for themwhich despite-
fully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven (Matt. 5:44, 45).

“Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we sufferit: being
defamed, we intreat”” (1 Cor. 4:12, 13).

Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, ‘'The Beatitudes”
(Matt. 5:11), pp. 31-35.
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What double exhortation did Christ address to the Smyrna
Christians?

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: . . . ye
shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death,
and | will give thee a crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).

This exhortation is without reproof or threat, and also without
hiding the sufferings awaiting the Smyrna church. The devil
(literally 'slanderer’’), clearly pointed out as the instigator of the
persecution, wants only to make the believer fall. God permits
suffering to try one’s faith (James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-3; Rom. 5:3,
4), but God’s church is not to fear. Although some of its number
must endure persecution, in this they are privileged to partici-
pate in the sufferings of Christ for the edification of the church.
(See Col. 1:24)

The tribulation of ten days foretold here corresponds to the
ten years of bitter persecution (A.D. 303-313) unleashed by
Diocletian to exterminate the Christian church. But the fidelity
of Christ’s witnesses assured the triumph, not the extermina-
tion, of the gospel. After more than two centuries of tribulation
at the hands of successive Roman emperors, Constantine was
obliged to sign the Edict of Milan in 313, establishing the
triumph of Christianity.

What promise is made to the overcomer? Rev. 2:11.

In verse 10 the Saviour promises a ‘crown of life’’ to him who

is “faithful unto death.” In verse 11 He assures the overcomer

that he will not suffer the “‘second death,” which is the final
destruction "in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone”’
(Rev. 21:8). (See Rev. 20:6, 14))

“Choose poverty, reproach, separation from friends, or any
suffering rather than to defile the soul with sin. Death before
dishonor or the transgression of God’s law should be the motto
of every Christian.”—Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 147.

How shall | prepare to suffer for the triumph of God’s cause?

“We must share the conflicts if we wear the crown of victory.
Like Jesus, we must be made perfect through suffering. Had
Christ’s life been one of ease, then might we safely yield to sloth.
Since His life was marked with continual self-denial, suffering,
and self-sacrifice, we shall make no complaint if we are partak-
ers with Him. We can walk safely in the darkest path if we have
the Light of the world for our guide.”—Testimonies, vol. 5,p. 71..

Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 103, 104.

31



LESSON 4

: Apr

The Churches of
the Gathedrals

4.




“He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will
I give to eat of the hidden manna, and
will give him a white stone, and in the
stone a new name written, which no
man knoweth saving he that receiveth
it” (Rev. 2:17).

The third and fourth letters in the
book of Revelation are addressed to
the churches in Pergamos and
Thyatira, representin respectivelzthe
years of conquest in the history of the
Christian church, A.D. 313 to 538, and
the church’s period of domination,
A.D. 538 to 1798.

The city of Pergamos (or Pergamum)
was situated some 60 kilometers (37
miles) northeast of Smyrna. Built on
the summit and slopes of a high hill,
the cityseemed impregnable, whichin
reality it was except when entered by
ruse. Itwas the seat of %overnment for
the Roman province of Asia, however,
and its capital before losing that honor
to Ephesus. Pergamos was a city of
temples, the most celebrated being
the temple of Zeus, which has been
reconstructed in the Pergamon
Museum in East Berlin.

The origin of the name ""Pergamos”’
is uncertain. The meaning Eiven it is
derived from the topography of the
city: citadel, acropolis, summit,
height. These words embody the
characteristics peculiar to the
Christian church of that era, years
when the priests of Rome were
exaltini themselves and
strengthening their influence to the
point of supplanting the Roman
emperors and becoming the political
leaders of Western Europe.

In A.D. 538 the edict issued by
Justinian in 533 became effective,
legally conferring the political power
of the Western Empire on the bishop
of Rome. This date marks the
beginning of the 1260 years of papal

supremacy, represented by the
church of Thyatira.

Located some 40 kilometers (25
miles) southeast of Pergamos, the city
of Thyatira was well known for the
dyeing of wool and linen textiles with
the purple dyestuff that Thyatira dyers
had discovered. (See Acts 16:12-14.)
The city was also known for the great
temple built in honor of the sun god,
Apollo. These two features are
meaningful in describing the church
of that period. The Thyatira church
achieved ruling powers, symbolized
by the wearing of purple, and it was
she who decreed the day of the sun as
the day of rest.

Because of the importance of the
Reformation, one usually fixes the
dates for the Thyatira period from A.D.
538 to 1517. However, if one allows
that one period can parallel another,
and that the end of one does not
coincide precisely with the beginning
of the next, the Thyatira era could
extend beyond 1517, the year that the
Sardis period begins.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. Message to the Apostate Church
(Rev. 2:12)

2. Worldly Influences Condemned
(Rev. 2:14, 15)

3. Promises to the Overcomer
(Rev. 2:17)

4. Message to the Church of

the Middle Ages

(Rev. 2:18)

Jezebel, the Prophetess

(Rev. 2:20, 21)

6. Promise of the Morning Star
(Rev. 2:26, 27)
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THE APOSTATE
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INK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

April 20

What is the meaning of the symbol under which Jesus pre-
sents Himself to the church in Pergamos?

“To the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things
saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges” (Rev.
2:12). (Compare Heb. 4:12,)

This distinctive characteristic of Jesus has already been men-
tioned in Revelation 1:16, and it will be found again in Revela-
tion 19:15. Jesus is the Living Word, the standard of all truth. In a
time of compromise, apostasy, and rising popularity of Chris-
tianity, the Saviour presents Himself to His church as the One
possessing the "sword of the Spirit,” ready to contend with all
that is not in harmony with truth. (See Eph. 6:10, 17.)

For what did Jesus commend the church in Pergamos?
Verse 13. : .

The principal virtue of the church in Pergamos was that she
was able to hold fast in an unfavorable environment, a veritable
citadel of paganism, even “where Satan sits enthroned’’ (Mof-
fatt). It was at Pergamos that the first cult worship of a living
emperor was established in 29 B.C. At the very time that John
was writing these messages Christians were being persecuted
for refusing to worship the emperor Domitian (A.D. 81-96), who
insisted that people worship him as *‘lord and god.”

The Pergamos church aptly symbolizes the period of church
history when the adversary established himself through deceit-
ful means in the very “temple of God,"” as the apostle Paul in
2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 had foretold would happen.

Why is there no widespread persecution in our day?

“The only reason [that persecution seems to slumber] is that
the church has conformed to the world’s standard and there-
fore awakens no opposition. The religion which is currentin our
day is not of the pure and holy character that marked the Chris-
tian faith in the days of Christ and His aposties. Itis only because
of the spirit of compromise with sin, because the great truths of
the word of God are so indifferently regarded, because there is
so little vital godliness in the church, that Christianity is appar-
ently so popular with the world. Let there be a revival of the
faith and power of the early church, and the spirit of persecution
will be revived, and the fires of persecution will be rekin-
dled.”"—The Great Controversy, p. 48.

The Great Controversy, pp. 49-54.
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THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

April 21

What double rebuke does Jesus address to the church in
Pergamos?

“)I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to
cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat
things sacrificed unto idols, and to commitfornication. So hast
thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes,
which thing | hate” (Rev. 2:14, 15).

The church is not accused of believing the condemned doc-
trines, but of tolerating *‘them that hold the doctrine of Balaam”
in their midst and also “them that hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitanes.” The problem of the church in Pergamos lay in
allowing the true and the false to live together. The introduction
of the pagan masses into the church, after Christianity was
recognized as the state religion, led to spiritual idolatry and
worldly license. What Satan was unable to accomplish through
persecution, he achieved by seduction; encouraging practices
that advanced selfish interests, not those of God’s people, as
Balaam had in the time of ancient Israel.

The doctrine of the Nicolaitanes was one that God hated, one
that He commended the Ephesus church for rejecting. (See Rev.
2:6.) For the Christian church to tolerate it was proof of its apos-
tasy at the very moment of triumph (A.D. 313-538).

What does the Lord’s threat of intervention signify? Verse
16.

Again our Lord sounds a call to repentance. Jesus is not
calling those who are in sin and error, but those who tolerate
error while carrying His name. Jesus assures that He Himself
will intervene to combat the heresy. The.threat, "I . . . will fight
against them with the sword of my mouth,” typifies the punish-
ment meted out at the judgment. (See Rev. 19:15, 21.)

What worldly ways are in my life that are condemned by
God’s Word?

“Asthe truthis brought into practical life, the standard is to be
elevated higher and higher, to meet the requirements of the
Bible. This will necessitate opposition to the fashions, customs,
practices, and maxims of the world. Worldly influences, like the
waves of the sea, beat against the followers of Christ to sweep
them away from the true principles of the meekness and grace
of Christ; but they are to stand as firm as a rock to principle. it
will require moral courage to do this, and those whose souls are
not riveted to the eternal Rock, will be swept away by the worldly
current.”—Fundamentals of Christian Education, pp. 288, 289.

Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 542-549.
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FURTHER STUDY

April 22
What triple promise is made to the overcomer?

“To him that overcometh will | give to eat of the hidden
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth
it” (Rev. 2:17).

“Awhite stone,” according to some, recalls the stone given to
the winning gladiator; according to others, it is the stone used
by jurors to signify acquittal; or, according to still others, the
stone given-as a ticket to enter the theater. Whatever signifi-
cance is alluded to, it is recognized as a well-known ceremony
of ancient times honoring the receiver.

“A new name’” signifies a new character. In Bible times a
name was given that described the character of the receiver.
Here a new name is promised the overcomer—a name that
describes the new character of the overcomer, one that per-
fectly reflects his personal, intimate experience with Jesus. That
is why “‘no man knoweth [it] saving he that receiveth it.”” This
new name, written in the white stone, will serve as a sign
evidencing victory, or acquittal of all guilt of sin, or perhaps
serve as a ticket to enter the kingdom of heaven.

How can the Word be both a sword and manna at the same
time? Rev. 2:12, 17.

In the Christian’s armor “‘the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God” (Eph 6:17), is the only offensive weapon. it is the
one used by Jesus to triumph over the tempter, and the one that
He is ready to use in the church against all who are not in
harmony with holy doctririe. But the Word of God is also daily
bread for the believer; it is the manna from heaven that
nourishes every man who wishes to do the will of God. (See
Matt. 4:4; John 4:34.) Just as Jesus is the sharp, two-edged
sword, so He is also “‘the living bread which came down from
heaven.” He counsels, ‘‘If any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever” (John 6:51).

What Is my character like? Am | fitted to enter the kingdom?

‘““Each one will have a close struggie to overcome sin in his
own heart. Thisis attimes a very painful and discouraging work;
because, as we see the deformities in our character, we keep
looking at them, when we should look to Jesus and put on the
robe of His righteousness. Everyone who enters the pearly
gates of the city of God will enter there as a conqueror, and his
greatest conquest will have been the conquest of self.”—
Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 182, 183.

Messages to Young People, pp. 95-97.
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What title does Jesus use to present Himself to the church in
Thyatira? What attributes are inherent in that title?

‘“Unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things
saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of
fire, and his feet are like fine brass” (Rev. 2:18).

This is the only time in the book of Revelation that Jesus uses
the title “Son of God" with the definite articie. Thus He specifi-
cally identifies Himself as a member of the Godhead and lays
claim to the divine attributes of omniscience and omnipotence.
He is the One who sees all, penetrates ali, examines all; the One
to whom “all power is given . . . in heaven and in earth” (Matt. -
28:18).

What Christian virtues did Jesus extol in His words of com-
mendation to the Thyatira church? Verse 19.

The Saviour never judges by appearances. He isable to detect
good, to see whatever is worthy of commendation, even in the
darkness of the Middle Ages. In truth, the heart is never com-
pletely devoid of spirituality when one devotes himself to the
dissemination of faith among the faithless. For ages works of
charity were numerous and flourishing. Genuine Christians
dedicated themselves to the binding up of Europe’s wounds in
the wake of wars, invasions, and calamities. Contrary to the
experience at Ephesus, the church in Thyatira experienced
spiritual progress. She was the only one of the seven where,
despite serious weaknesses, there was growth. “i know thy
works, . . . and the last to be more than the first” (verse 19).

What is a fair ]udgmeni of Thyatira Christians?

“Millions went down to the grave loaded with infamy because
they steadfastly refused to yield to the deceptive claims of Sa-
tan. By human tribunals they were adjudged the vilest of
criminals.”"—The Great Controversy, p. 650.

In passing judgment one must distinguish between Catholi-
cism as a religion and the Catholic believer. ““Itis true that there
are real Christians in the Roman Catholic communion.
Thousands in that church are serving God according to the best
light they have. . . . God looks with pitying tenderness upon
these souls, educated as they are in a faith that is delusive and
unsatisfying. He will cause rays of light to penetrate the dense
darkness that surrounds them. He will reveal to them the truth
as it is in Jesus, and many will yet take their position with His
people.”—The Great Controversy, p. 565.

The Great Controversy, pp. 55-60.
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FURTHER STUDY

April 24

What serious reprimand is directed to the church in Thya-
tira? Rev. 2:20, 21.

The name “Jezebel” recalls the worst moment of Israel’s
history.

When Jezebel became queen, she introduced the worship of
Baal in Israel, and established over 400 priests of Baal. She did
not hesitate to use temporal power to force her pagan customs
upon the people. As in Jezebel's day when Israel suffered three
and a half years of famine before there was a reform, so many
other details of Israel’s history are symbolic of the history of the
Christian church in the Middle Ages.

The Lord gave the church opportunity to repent. Throughout
the centuries He raised up reformers—Wycliffe, Savonarola,
Huss and Jerome, Luther, and others—'‘but,” He exclaimed,
“she refuses to repent of her immorality” (Rev. 2:21, RSV).

What serious judgments were pronounced against those
who accepted Jezebel? Verses 22, 23.

A bed of pain would replace her bed of impurity. Great tribuia-
tion would strike those ‘‘that commit aduitery with her.” God
would “kill . . . with death,” probably by pestilence or by the
second death, the children of her prostitution. The Lord vowed
to render to each one according to his works.

What counsel is given to all others in Thyatira? Verses 24,
25.

As in the time of Jezebel, when the Lord had 7000 in israel
whose knees had not bowed to Baal (1 Kings 19:18), so through
the ages of the Thyatira period there were those who did not
accept the doctrine of Jezebel,—the Vaudois, the Albigenses,
the Hussites, the Huguenots, the Moravian Brothers, etc. To
them, “‘the rest in Thyatira,” the Lord promised not to put upon
them any other burden. “But,” He admonished, “‘that which ye
have already hold fast tiil | come” (verse 25).

Everyone will be held responsible according to the light that
he has received.

“Our fathers are not accountable for the light they never
received, or for the messages of warning they never heard. . . .
“Special truths have been adapted to the conditions of the

- nations as they have existed. The present truth, which isatestto

the people of this generation, was not a test to the people of
generations far back. . . .

“We are accountable only for the light that shines upon
us.”"—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, July 13, 1897.

Prophets and Kings, pp. 114-116.
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What promise is made to the overcomer in Thyatira?

“He that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end,
to himwill | give power over the nations: and he shall rule them
with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers: even as | received of my Father” (Rev. 2:26,
27).

The words of this promise are borrowed from Psalm 2, and
some of the details are repeated by the apostle John later in this
book (ch. 12:5; 19:15). The promise to the elect is that they shall
reign with Christ and have authority over the nations. (See Rev.
20:6.) To this end the Master Potter will break in pieces the old
order, ali the wicked nations, and make all things new; and the
power and dominion will be given Him by His Father.

What is the significance of the words ‘‘morning star” con-
tained in the climax of this promise? Verse 28.

This symbol, probably a reference to Balaam’s promise to
Israel (Num. 24:17) announcing the coming of the Messiah, was
also used by Peter in alluding to the believer’s experience with
the Saviour (2 Peter 1:19). To the overcomer will be given the
privilege of seeing Jesus face-to-face, because it is He who is
the “‘bright and morning star” (Rev. 22:16).

The morning star, a sign of day, of soon-coming greater light
to disperse the night, was a fit promise to the church of the
Middle Ages. '

Why does the call to listen come at the close of this mes-
sage? Verse 29.

In the three preceding letters this admonition callied the
hearer’s attention to the promise which foliowed. Beginning
with the letter to the Thyatira church the call comes at the close
of the message to emphasize how important it is for the listener
to hear and understand the entire message, ‘‘what the Spirit
saith unto the churches’ in its entirety.

How can | progress in my spiritual experience according to
God'’s plan for the overcomer?

The message to the church at Thyatira invites us to hold fast
that which we have (verse 25); to persevere in works that refiect
Christ untii the very end (verse 26); and to act in such a way that
“the last [works] be more than the first” (verse 19).

Christ's Object Lessons, “‘First the Blade, Then the Ear,” pp.
66-69.
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“He that overcometh, the same shall
be clothed in white raiment; and | will
not blot out his name out of the book
of life, but | will confess his name
before my Father, and before his
angels” (Rev. 3:5).

With the letters to the churches of
Sardis and Philadelphia we come to
the Christian church of modern times,
from the beginning of the Reformation
(1517) to the present era (1844).

Situated some 48 kilometers (30
miles) southeast of Thyatira, the city of
Sardis was the capital of the kingdom
of Lydia. It reached its zenith of wealth
and power under Croesus during the
sixth century B.C. Built on a plateau of
crumbling rock, some 457 meters
(1500 feet) above sea level, Sardis was
considered impregnable except at one
point. It was there that Cyrus made his
suaprise attack, like athiefin the night,
and during the second century B.C.
the city was again capturedinthe same
way, which explains the admonition
“be watchful” in verse 2.

The churches of Sardis and
Philadelphia are mentioned only in the
book of Revelation, although their
origins must certainly date back to the
time of the apostle Paul. The first
represents the church of the
Reformation, 1517 to 1798, and the
second, whose name means
“brotherly love,”” admirably
symbolizes the great evangelical
awakening during the years 1798 to
1844,

Because of its geographic position,
Philadelphia still commands access to
an imgortant pass through the
neighboring mountains. [tisa key city,
the gateway to eastern highlands.

At the time, with a gopulation of
only 15,000, Philadelphia was a small
city of little importance. I know that
Kou have but little power” (verse 8,

SV), the Witness said. Considering

her name, however, the small
Philadelphian community knew how
tolivean exemplar?; Christianlife. That
is why no reproach was addressed to
this church, as was also true with the
church in Smyrna.

It is interesting to note that of the
seven churches named, only those of
Philadelphia and Smyrna still exist.
Both of these Christian communities
survived the Turkish invasion.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. Church of the Reformation
(Rev. 3:1)

2. Be Watchful
(Rev. 3:2, 3)

3. A Threefold Promise
(Rev. 3:4)

4. Church of the Awakening
(Rev. 3:7)

5. “Thou Hast Kept the Word”
(Rev. 3:8-10)

6. “A Pillar in the Temple”

(Rev. 3:12)
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LESSON 5 April 27

What is the significance of the two symbols used by Jesus to
identify Himself in His epistle to the Sardis church?

“Unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things
saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven
stars” (Rev. 3:1).

Here our Lord presents Himself as the One that has the seven
Spirits of God, or the Spirit in His fullness and completeness
(Rev. 1:4), and, at the same time, control of His church, since the
seven stars are in His right hand. (See Rev. 1:16, 17.)

What is the true condition of the church in Sardis? Rev. 3:
1, 2.

Although the church in Sardis has the reputation of being
alive, the Lord is not deceived; He does not mistake vigorous
activity for life. Jesus states plainly, “Thou . . . art dead.” What
the Sardis members need is to come alive in Christ by being
filled with His Spirit, without which vital godlinessis impossibie;
and then they will obtain spiritual accountability to maintain
and nourish this new life. Jesus comes to Sardis with the seven
Spirits of God and the seven stars to meet this need.

In truth Sardis represents the sad plight of modern-day Prot-
estantism. In its beginning the Reformation church rediscov-
ered what it means to live by faith in Jesus Christ, but, satisfied
with certain attainments, the church grew indifferent. Today,
ignorant of the great truths upon which it was founded, Protes-
tantism has only a pretense of life; and, barring vigilance and
special care, “‘the things which remain . . . are ready to die.”

What judgment is pronounced upon the works of the Sardis
church? Verse 2.

The works of Sardis were not perfect. This also means that the
members were incomplete, unfulfilled. By a return to the Bible
the Reformation church found truth, but this work was not
completed. It did not come to perfection.

What can | do to maintain my spiritual life?

“Yes, there are many such [persons who neglect Bible study]
among us as a people, many who claim to be alive, while they
are dead. My brethren, unless the Holy Spirit is actuating you as
a vital principle, uniess you are obeying its prompting, depend-
ing on its influences, laboring in the strength of God, my mes-
sage to you from God is: ‘You are under a delusion which may
prove fatal to your souls.” "—Testimonies to Ministers, p. 155.

Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 352, 353.
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What is the fivefold counsel given to the church in Sardis?

‘““Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that
are ready to die. . . . Remember therefore how thou hast
received and heard, and hold fast, and repent”’ (Rev. 3:2, 3).

Historically, overconfidence and carelessness resulted in the
capture of Sardis by the enemy. It was also a lack of vigilance
that caused the spiritual death of the Sardis church. But the
condition is not without remedy. Jesus, who possesses the
Spiritin all His fullness, is able to revive spiritually. The remedy,
a full return to the gospel, is clearly indicated.

To possess the truth it is not sufficient to have received itin a
providential way or to have heard it with fervor; one must be
vigilant and persevere in keeping it. If spirituality has degener-
ated into a state of lifeless formalism, only repentance can heal
the condition.

“'And repent.” The life we live is to be one of continual
repentance and humility. We need to repent constantly, that we
may be constantly victorious. When we have true humility, we
have victory.”—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 7, p. 959.

What will be the result to the church if Sardis does not
watch? Verse 3.

Here we have a reference to the return of Jesus. (Compare
Matt. 24:43; Luke 12:39; 1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10; Rev. 16:15.)
This allusion establishes this church chronologically. Sardis is
the church that should have recognized the signs announcing
the return of Jesus to earth—the Lisbon earthquake, 1755, and
the dark day, May 19, 1780—but because it was not watching,
the Lord would come, forit, as a thief in the night, atan hour that
it knew not. Today many nominal Christians are not only ignor-
ant of the signs pointing to the return of Jesus, but also purely
and simply deny His return.

As an alert Christian, am | conscious that spiritual ramparts
require constant vigilance?

“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be ac-
counted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21:36).

The Desire of Ages, pp. 634, 635.
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defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white:
for they are worthy” (Rev. 3:4).

“The church of Sardis is represented as having in it a few
faithful ones among the many who had become, as it were,
careless and insensible of their obligations to God. ... Whois so
favored as to be numbered among these few in Sardis? Are
you? Am I? Who are among this number? Is it not best for us to
inquire into this matter, in order that we may learn to whom the
Lord refers when He says that a few have not stained their white
robes of character?”’—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 959.

What threefold promise is made to the overcomerin Sardis?
Verse 5.

In this threefold promise the conditions of salvation are
clearly stated as follows:

1. One must be clothed in white raiment, which is the symbol
of the righteousness of Christ received by faith, or justification
by faith.

2. One’s name must be written in the book of life, figurative of
salvation by grace. This does not depend on an arbitrary act on
the part of God, but on our faith in Jesus and our obedience to
His law—"faith which worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6), or “‘obedi-
ence to the faith” (Rom. 1:5).

3. One must receive Christ's approval. It is He who confesses
(literally, confirms) our names before His Father in His work of
intercession.

Examples to follow: ‘‘Because of their faith this honor [to
walk with Jesus in white] is bestowed on them [the faithful few].
In this life they did not boast, nor lift up their souls unto vanity.
With intensity of desire, with a pure, holy faith, they grasped the
promise of eternal riches. Their one desire was to be like Christ.
Ever they kept the standard of righteousness uplifted. To them
is given an eternal weight of glory, because on the earth they
walked with God, keeping themselves unspotted from the
world, revealing to their fellow beings the righteousness of
Christ.”—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary,
vol. 7, p. 960.

The Great Controversy, pp. 483, 484.
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hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth;
and shutteth, and no man openeth” (Rev. 3:7).

Once again Jesus presents Himself with the attributes of the
Divinity. He is “‘the Holy One’’ (Acts 3:14)—that is, He who was
preeminently set apart to accomplish the will of God. Because
He perfectly accomplished His mission, He possesses the key of
David and the power to open or to close the door of the kingdom
of which the throne of David was the type, the kingdom of the
children of God.

This verse has special historical significance for Seventh-day
Adventists. ‘| saw that Jesus had shut the door of the holy place,
and no man can open it; and that He had opened the door into
the most holy, and no man can shut it (Rev. 3:7, 8); and that
since Jesus has opened the door into the most holy place, which
contains the ark, the commandments have been shining out to
God's people.”"—Early Writings, p. 42.

What qualities embody the worth of the church of Philadel-
phia? Verse 8. ’

Christ addresses neither a reproach nor a warning to the
church of Philadelphia. The Lord simply points out the result of
an exceptional religious situation. All is possible for God when
His children do not depend on their own power (2 Cor. 1:9, 10),
when they keep His word, and when they are not ashamed of the
testimony of Jesus. :

“The true Witness has given us the assurance that He has set
before us an open door, which no man can shut. Those who are
seeking to be faithful to God may be denied many of the
privileges of the world; their way may be hedged up and their
work hindered by the enemies of truth; but there is no power
that can close the door of communication between God and
their souls. The Christian himself may close this door by in-
dulgence in sin, or by rejection of heaven’s light. He may turn
away his ears from hearing the message of truth, and in this way
sever the connection between God and his soul. .. . Neither man
nor Satan can close the door which Christ has opened for
us."—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol.
7, p. 961.

The Great Controversy, pp. 428-430, 435.
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What triple promise is made to the church of Philadelphia as
the result of its exceptional spiritual experience? Rev. 3:8-10.

1. “Behold, | have set before thee an open door” (verse 8).
This is a promise of unlimited opportunity for missionary en-
deavor that no worldly power can hinder. (See Acts 14:27; 1 Cor.
16:8, 9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col 4:3.) In the history of the church the
period represented by Philadelphia witnessed an unparalleled
missionary movement. It also marked renewed interest in the
study of the Bible and incomparable zeal in its distribution,
aided by the creation of Bible societies.

2. “Behold, | will make them of the synagogue of Satan...to
come and worship before thy feet”’ (verse 9). Whether this
refers to those of Jewish lineage, to false Christians, or to
pagans, the important fact is that the Saviour promised to make
them receptive to the gospel, to put them in contact with
genuine Christians, and to make Himself known to them. Facts
confirm this prophecy. Between 1816 and 1843 there was a
wave of conversions among Jews. Great religious revivals also
shook Protestantism, giving birth to the advent movement,
among others. And, finally, this era saw the birth of modern
missions—special missionary endeavor for pagan peopies.

3. "l also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which
shall come upon all the world” (verse 10). This is a direct
reference to events to come upon the world at the end of time,
particularly during the time of trouble to come upon the in-
habitants of the world. (See Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21.)

The first part of this declaration made by the faithful and true
Witness has been fulfilled; it is an accomplished fact. The sec-
ond is still being fulfilled, but the third is in the future.

What are the Philadelphia Christians invited to hold fast?
Verse 11.

As long as the struggle lasts, as long as the course is not
finished (2 Tim. 4:7, 8), the promised crown of life can be
snatched away (Rev. 2:10, 11). This is an invitation to persever-
ance (Matt. 24:13; Heb. 10:36-39), all the more pertinent be-
cause the Lord announces His soon return: “Behold, | come
quickly.”

How can | meet more fully the Saviour's conditions for one
who wishes to be an instrument of action in His hands?

The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 587-589.
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“Him that overcometh will | make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall go no more out”’ (Rev. 3:12).

This promise harmonizes beautifully with the character and
work of the Philadelphia Christians. The victor, because of his
faithfulness in God’s service, will become a pillar—symbol of
strength, stability, and victory (Gal. 2:9; 1 Tim. 3:15; Rev.
10:1)—in the temple of God; that is, in the very presence of God
(Rev. 21:3) for all eternity.

What further honor will the Saviour accord him? What is the
meaning of these distinguishing marks? Verse 12.

The overcomer will carry three names that will be his glory. In
the Bible the name always implies the personality, character,
and ownership of the bearer.

1. “The name of my God': The promise here is that the
Creator’s image will be fully restored in the overcomer: he will
again belong to God.

2. “The name of the city of my God’’: THe victor will have a
right to live in the New Jerusalem; he will be a citizen there. The
New Jerusalem will be his city.

3. “My [Christ’s] new name’’: The character of the overcomer
will perfectly reflect that of Jesus; he will be like Him, because
he will see Him as He is (1 John 3:2). Jesus will have a new name,
for He will have laid aside the form of a servant and appear in all
His glory.

The name of God in the forehead ‘'signifies the yielding of the
mind to intelligent and loyal obedience to all of God’s com-
mandments."—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 370.

How much do | reflect the character of Jesus?

“In a view given June 27, 1850, my accompanying angel said,
‘Time is aimost finished. Do you reflect the lovely image of Jesus
as you should?’ Then | was pointed to the earth and saw that
there would have to be a getting ready among those who have of
late embraced the third angel’'s message. Said the angel, ‘Get
ready, get ready, get ready. Ye will have to die a greater death to
the world than ye have ever yet died.’ . . .

“...'Ye must have a greater preparation than ye now have; for
the day of the Lord cometh. . .. Sacrifice all to God. Lay all upon
His altar—self, property, and all, a living sacrifice.” "—Early
Writings, pp. 64-67.

Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 444-447.
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“To him that overcometh will | grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as |
also overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne” (Rev. 3:21).

The letter to the Christian church in
Laodicea s of particularimportance to
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
This is Christ’s last message to His
people and is especially addressed to
the church in the end of time.

Whatever the meaning of the
name—"a justified people,” ‘the
judging of the people,” or ‘‘the
separation of peoples’’—Laodicea is
always used in relation to the final
work of Christ’s church during the last
Ehase of history. This is why the

aodicean era begins in the year 1844,
at the close of the 2300-year prophecy
(Dan. 8:14) and the beginning of the
investigative judgment.

The city of Laodicea was named in
honor of Laodice, the wife of
Antiochus Il, who founded the city in
the third century B.C. It was situated
some 65 kilometers (40 miles)
southeast of Philadelphia. The city
became prosperous during the Roman
era, toward the end of the first century
B.C.

A lLaodicean specialty was the soft,
silklike, black cloth manufactured
from the wool produced by the black
sheep raised in the area. Laodicea was
also famous for its flourishing school
of medicine and the manufacture of a
renowned eye medicine. And,
because of its Iarge markets, the city
carried on extensive banking
operations. All these details explain
the allusions made by the faithful and
true Witness.

Two other details are also
significant. An aqueduct brought
warm water from Hierapolis, some 6
kilometers away (3.7 miles) to furnish
water for the lukewarm baths that
people found so pleasing. Then, in
A.D. 60, some 35 years before the
Revelation was written, the city

suffered a devastating earthquake;
but the Laodiceans refused the help
offered them by Rome, claiming that
the; were in “need of nothing”’ (Rev.
3:17).

At the time that Paul wrote to the
Colossians, about A.D. 62, there was a
Christian church in Laodicea.
Apparently Paul never visited Laodicea
(Col. 2:1). It seems that Epaphras of
Colosse founded the church (Col.
1:7). Paul mentions sending a letter to
the Laodicean church at the time that
he wrote to Colosse (Col. 4:16).

Laodicea was destroyed by the Turks
in the thirteenth century. Today there
are only ruins to mark the site; but the
message that carries its name in the
Revelation is of utmost interest to us
today. This is the reason we should
listen most attentively to what the
faithful and true Witness says in this
letter, more than to any other.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. Message to Laodicea
(Rev. 3:14)

2. The Lukewarm Church
(Rev. 3:15)

3. | Have Need of Nothing
(Rev. 3:17)

4. The Lord’s Counsel
(Rev. 3:18)

5. ”Be Zealous . . .
(Rev. 3:19)

6. Promise to the Overcomer

(Rev. 3:20)

, and Repent”
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What titles does Jesus use to make Himself known to the
Laodicean church? What are their significance?

“Unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of the creation of God” (Rev. 3:14).

In this final message Jesus presents Himself as the personifi-
cation of Amen (surely, indeed, truly), a title that the prophet
Isaiah applies to God (lsa. 65:16, translated ‘‘truth”). As the
faithful and true Witness He is the perfect expression of the
thought, the will, and the character of God, and as the begin-
ning or origin of God’s creation, He is the Creator. (See John
1:3; Col. 1:15, 16; Heb. 1:2.) Under these titles Jesus claims
equality with God and emphasizes the seriousness of what He is
about to say. This role is consistent with the judgment era.

"“Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was
with God from all eternity, God over all, blessed forevermore.

“The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from
eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the Father. He was the
surpassing glory of heaven. He was the commander of the
heavenly intelligences, and the adoring homage of the angels
was received by Him as His right. . . .

“There are light and glory in the truth that Christ was one with
the Father before the foundation of the world was laid. This is
the light shining in a dark place, making it resplendent with
divine, original glory. This truth, infinitely mysterious in itself,
explains other mysterious and otherwise unexplainable truths,
while it is enshrined in light, unapproachable and incompre-
hensible.”"—Selected Messages, bk. 1, pp. 247, 248.

“‘He was equal with God, infinite and omnipotent. ... He isthe
eternal, self-existent Son.”—Evangelism, p. 615.

Am | more ready to listen to the testimony of the True
Witness than | have been in the past?

| asked the meaning of the shaking | had seen, and was
shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony called
forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This
will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead
him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some
will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against it,
and this will cause a shaking among God's people.

“The testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded.
The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church
hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded.
This testimony must work deep repentance, and all that truly
receive it will obey it and be purified.”—Testimonies, vol. 1, p.
181.

Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 186, 187.
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How did Jesus evaluate the works of the Laodicean church?

I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would
thou wert cold or hot” (Rev. 3:15).

Unlike all of the previous churches, Laodicea received no
commendation.

“The message to the church of the Laodiceans is a startling
denunciation, and is applicable to the people of God at the
present time.”—Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 252.

“They are neither cold nor hot; they occupy a neutral posi-
tion, and at the same time flatter themselves that they are in
need of nothing. The True Witness hates this lukewarmness. He
loathes the indifference of this class of persons. Said He: ‘|
would thou wert cold or hot.” "—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 87.

What seriously threatens those who are lukewarm? Verse
16.

Like lukewarm water, lukewarm spirituality produces nausea.
Of course, the threat of being rejected by the Saviour is not
unconditional; if it were, the counsels that follow would be
useless. It is a warning rather than a decision.

“‘Halfhearted Christians are worse than infidels; for their de-
ceptive words and noncommittal position lead many astray. The
infidel shows his colors. The lukewarm Christian deceives both
parties. He is neither a good worldling nor a good Christian.
Satan uses him to do a work that no one else cando.”—Ellen G.
White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 963.

In what ways does the Laodicean message apply to me?

“The message to the Laodicean church is applicable to all
who have had great light and many opportunities, and yet have
not appreciated them.—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A.
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 961.

“The Laodicean message applies to the people of God who
profess to believe present truth. . . . They profess to love the
truth, yet are deficient in Christian fervor and devotion. They
dare not give up wholly and run the risk of the unbeliever, yet
they are unwilling to die to self and follow out closely the
principles of their faith."—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 87.

“The Laodicean message applies to all who profess to keep
the law of God, and yet are not doers of it. . . .

“The message to the Laodicean church applies most de-
cidedly to those whose religious experience is insipid, who do
not bear decided witness in favor of the truth."—Ellen G. White
Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 962.

Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 83-87.
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Of what do the Laodiceans boast?

“Thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing” (Rev. 3:17).

This declaration explains the reason for the lukewarm condi-
tion of the Laodiceans. This can be understood in both the
literal and the spiritual sense. The Laodiceans were affluent, as
are a number of Christian societies today. At the same time, on
the spiritual plane, the treasures of God’s Word have never been
more accessible.

It is always fatal to take pleasure in one’s wealth, even in
spiritual riches. Not to recognize all these blessings as unmer-
ited favors from God leads to self-sufficiency, the taking of
credit to oneself. (See Luke 12:16-21.) The Spirit of God can act
only where there is poverty of spirit and a feeling of need. (See
Matt. 5:3; Luke 18:13, 14.)

"“What greater deception can come upon human minds thana
confidence that they are right when they are all wrong! The
message of the True Witness finds the people of God in a sad
deception, yet honest in that deception. They know not that
their condition is deplorable in the sight of God."—Testimonies,
vol. 3, pp. 252, 253.

What is the true condition of the Laodiceans? Verse 17.

“What is it that constitutes the wretchedness, the nakedness,
of those who feel rich and increased with goods 7—It is the want
of the righteousness of Christ. In their own righteousness they
are represented as clothed with filthy rags, and yet in this condi-
tion they flatter themselves that they are clothed upon with
Christ's righteousness. Could deception be greater?”’—Ellen G.
White, Review and Herald, August 7, 1894.

How can | see my spiritual condition as God sees it?

“In my last vision | was shown that even this decided message
of the True Witness had not accomplished the design of God.

-The people slumber on in their sins. They continue to declare

themselves rich and having need of nothing. Many inquire: Why
are all these reproofs given? Why do the Testimonies continu-
ally charge us with backsliding and with grievous sins? We love
the truth; we are prospering; we are in no need of these tes-
timonies of warning and reproof. But let these murmurers see
their hearts and compare their lives with the practical teachings

- of the Bible, let them humble their souls before God, let the

grace of God illuminate the darkness, and the scaies will fall
from their eyes, and they will realize their true spiritual poverty
and wretchedness.'—Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 254.

Testimonies, vol. 3, pp. 252-254.
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What counsel does the True Witness give to the Laodicean
Christians?

“| counsel thee to buy of me” (Rev. 3:18).

Instead of the transitory possessions of the Laodiceans,
Jesus offers the eternal riches that He alone can give. The fact
that the Lord counsels the Laodiceans to buy does not mean
that they are to make the purchase with money (lsa. 55:1), but
rather that they must negotiate an exchange of Laodicean pov-
erty for the riches of Christ. Although salvation is a free gift of
God, it costs man a great deal—all that he has. He must come to
the point that he esteems ‘‘the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt” (Heb. 11:26).

What is the significance of each one of the remedies the
Laodiceans are admonished to buy? The remedies counseled
by Jesus, like the many other symbols He used, are in the
language of the people He was addressing, here the commerce
that enriched the Laodiceans. Ellen White gives usthis explana-
tion:

"‘The True Witness counsels us to buy of Him gold tried in the
fire, white raiment, and eyesalve. The gold here recommended
as having been tried in the fire is faith and love. It makes the
heart rich; for it has been purged until itis pure, and the more it
is tested the more brilliant is its luster. The white raiment is
purity of character, the righteousness of Christ imparted to the
sinner. Thisisindeed a garment of heavenly texture, that can be
bought only of Christ for a life of willing obedience. The
eyesalve is that wisdom and grace which enables us to discern
between the evil and the good, and to detect sin under any
guise. God has given His church eyes which He requires them to
anoint with wisdom, that they may see clearly.”—Testimonies,
vol. 4, pp. 88, 89.

Are we in a hopeless condition spiritually?

“The counsel of the true Witness does not represent those
whoarelukewarm asin a hopeless case. Thereisyet achance to
remedy their state, and the Laodicean message is full of en-
couragement; for the backslidden church may yet buy the gold
of faith and iove, may yet have the white robe of the righteous-
ness of Christ, that the shame of their nakedness need not
appear. Purity of heart, purity of motive, may yet characterize
those who are halfhearted and who are striving to serve God
and mammon. They may yet wash their robes of character and
make them white in the blood of the Lamb.”—Ellen G. White
Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 966.

Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 214-216.
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What prompts God to reprove and chasten?

“As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten” (Rev. 3:19).

Our Lord’s actions are always motivated by love, even when
He has to administer punishment. “The Lord reproves wrongs
in His people, but is this an evidence that He has rejected
them?—No. There are errors in the church, and the Lord points
them out by His own ordained agencies, not always through the
testimonies. Now shall we seize these reproofs and make capi-
tal of them, and say that God is not imparting to them His light
and love ?—No. The work that God is trying to do for them shows
that He loves them, and wants to draw them away from paths of
danger.”—Selected Messages, bk. 2, pp. 81, 82.

What should be the objective of reprimand or chastening?
Verse 19.

After the counsel, the fatherly warning, God expects positive
results. (See Rom. 2:4.)

The call here is in the imperative: “Be zealous therefore, and
repent.” in the original the word transiated as ‘‘zealous’ is from
the same root as the word “hot,” which the Laodicean church
had failed to be. “The LLaodiceans are called upon to experience
the warmth and enthusiasm that comes with true repentance,
consecration, and devotion to Christ.”—S.D.A. Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, p. 763.

“Repentance includes sorrow for sin and a turning away from
it. We shall not renounce sin unless we see its sinfulness; until
we turn away from it in heart, there will be no real change in the
life.”—Steps to Christ, p. 23.

In what ways do | need to make a personal application of
this appeal?

"I saw that this call to the Laodicean church will affect souls.
A becoming zeal is called for by God on our part. We must
repent, throw away our whole feelings, feel our destitution, buy
gold that we may be rich, eyesalve that we may see, white
raiment that we may be clothed.”—Ellen G. White Comments,
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 966.

"Let us make an application of the words of Christ to our own
individual cases. Are we poor, and blind, and wretched, and
miserable? Then let us seek the gold and white raiment that He
offers. The work of overcoming is not restricted to the age of the
martyrs. The conflictis for us, in these days of subtle temptation
to worldliness, to self-security, to indulgence of pride, covet-
ousness, false doctrines, and immorality of life.”—Ellen G.
White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 966.

Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 141-143.
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What urgent invitation is Jesus still extending? How should
it be understood?

“Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20).

Here Jesus crowns His love for Laodicea. Indifferent to coun-
sel,to threat, and to command; perhaps His people will respond
to the personal, loving approach. As a humble traveler, going
from door to door, Jesus comes to offer His remedies to who-
ever is willing to open to Him. The promised supper symbolizes
personal communion with Christ, without which spiritual life is
impossible.

However, this spiritual interpretation does not exclude the
possibility of applying this verse to last-day events. The expres-
sion ““l am standing at the door” (Jerusalem) also calls to mind
the end of time. (See Matt. 24:33; James 5:9.) Also a meal with
Jesus reminds one of the promised supper of the Lamb that the
elect will eat with Jesus in the kingdom of heaven. (See Matt.
26:29; Luke 22:30; Rev. 19:9).

What particular promise does Jesus make to the overcomer
in the last church? Verse 21.

This promise is in direct relation with the preceding one. It
gives a logical conclusion to the letter and to all seven epistles.
The cycle ends with a promise of victory for Christ and His
church. The Lord is anxious to share with the victorious of all
ages the royal home that He will occupy for all eternity with His
Father. It is the greatest honor offered to the overcomer. (See
Dan. 7:27; Matt. 25:31-34; Rev. 20:4.)

Although every church received a promise, and all are called
to victory, there is, in reality, only one way to be victorious. Do
you know what it is?

“The example of Christ shows us that our only hope of victory
is in continual resistance of Satan’s attacks. He who triumphed
over the adversary of souls in the conflict of temptations under-
stands Satan’s power over the race, and has conquered him in
our behalf. As an overcomer, He has given us the advantage of
His victory, that in our efforts to resist the temptations of Satan
we may unite our weakness to His strength, our worthlessness
to His merits. And sustained by His enduring might under the
strength of temptation, we may resist in His all-powerful name,
and overcome as He overcame.”—Messages to Young People,
p. 50.

The Desire of Ages, pp. 324, 325.
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“Besides this you know what hour it
is, how it is full time now for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we first
believed; the nightis far gone, the day
is at hand” (Rom. 13:11, 12, RSV).

The advent movement was born
following an awakening, a new
awareness of the time in which man
was living. The study of prophecies in
Daniel and Revelation clearly showed
thatatime hadbeenappointed as “‘the
time of the end,” and tﬁat during that
time a special message would be
proclaimed to the world by the
remnant church.

For 182 years now we have been
living in the time of the end. It is 136

ears since we first proclaimed God’s
ast message for man. It is not
surprising that attention has relaxed,
that interest in knowing the day and
the houris nolongersokeenas during
the days of the pioneers of our church.
But it is sad to note that the spiritual
life of the church has tragically
suffered the consequences, because
there is a direct relationship between
hope in the soon return of Jesus and
seriousness about making the
required preparation. "‘Every man that
hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he is pure” (1 John
3:3).

We know that a revival will take
place before the preaching of the iast
message can be tinished. We realize
too thatthere are manyamong us who
long for this spiritual renewal. But

there must be a new awareness of the
hourin which we are living. Thisis not
only important, but it is also
prerequisite to stimulation of our zeal
and our capacity to discern the signs of
the times. Heralds of the soon coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, awake!

“While we are not to know the hour
of our Lord’s return, we may know
when it is near. ‘Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us watch
and be sober.” 1 Thess. 5:6.”—The
Desire of Ages, p. 235.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. Signs of the Times
(Matt. 16:3)

2. In the Fullness of Time
(Mark 1:14, 15; Gal. 4:9)

3. The Time Appointed for
the End
(Dan. 8:19; 11:27, 35)

4. A Sealed Book
(Dan. 12:4, 9)

5. Knowledge Shall Increase
(Dan. 12:4, 10)

6. High Time to Awake
(Rom. 13:11, 12)
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What reproach did Jesus make to the religious leaders of
His day concerning their discernment of the time in which they
were living?

“Ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern
the signs of the times?” (Matt. 16:3).

From the evidence given us, when Jesus spoke of the “'signs
of the times,"” He was referring to specific signs foretold by the
prophets to enabie His people to discern Messianic time. There-
fore, these signs had chronological value and were given to
mark the arrival of events foretold.

Jesus gave public proof of His Messiahship, which the Gospel
writer reported thus: “The throng wondered, when they saw the
dumb speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the
blind seeing, and they glorified the God of Israel” (Matt. 15:31,
RSV). Then, having witnessed the miracle of the feeding of the
5000, the people said to one another, “This is of a truth that
prophet that should come into the world”” (John 6:14), and they
wanted to proclaim Him King (verse 15).

What biblical proof do we have that the Jews knew that the
time of the Messiah had come? Luke 3:15, 16; 2:25, 26.

“The waning power of Israel testified that the Messiah’s
coming was at hand. The prophecy of Daniel pictured the glory
of His reign over an empire which should succeed all earthly
kingdoms; and, said the prophet, ‘It shall stand forever.’ Dan.
2:44. While few understood the nature of Christ’s mission, there
was a widespread expectation of a mighty prince who should
establish his kingdom in Israel and who should come as deli-
verer to the nations.”"—The Desire of Ages, p. 34.

Do | have greater discernment of the signs of the time in
which | live than did those who lived during Christ’s first
advent?

“Faith in the soon coming of Christ is waning. ‘My Lord
delayeth His coming’ is not only said in the heart, but expressed
inwords and most decidedly in works. Stupidity in this watching
time is sealing the senses of God’s people as to the signs of the
times. The terrible iniquity which abounds calls for the greatest
diligence and for the living testimony, to keep sin out of the
church. Faith has been decreasing to a fearful degree, and it is
only by exercise that it can increase.”—Testimonies, vol. 3, pp.
255, 256.

Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 260-263.
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How does the New Testament confirm that Jesus came “in
the fulness of the time”’?

“Now . .. Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of
the kingdom of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:14, 15).

‘“When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his
Son” (Gal. 4:4).

"As the message of Christ’s first advent announced the king-
dom of His grace, so the message of His second advent an-
nounces the kingdom of His glory. And the second message,
like the first, is based on the prophecies.”’—The Desire of Ages,
p. 234.

Which of Daniel’s prophecies permitted Israel to know the
time of the Messiah’s advent? Dan. 9:24-27.

“The natural method of calculating these weeks is to consider
them consecutive, that is, the 62 weeks begin where the 7 weeks
end. These divisions are components of the 70 weeks men-
tioned in verse 24 thus: 7+62+1=70. . . .

“Beginning with the autumn of 457 B.C., when the decree
went into effect, 69 prophetic weeks, or 483 years, reach to the
baptism of Jesus in 27 AD. . ..

... When these figures are applied to Christ, His ministry and
death, and the gospel to the Jews, perfect synchronism is
achieved."—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 4, pp. 853, 854.

Have you been impressed by the exactness of timing in the
fulfillment of Bible prophecy?

William Miller was. ** ‘Another kind of evidence that vitally
affected my mind,’ he says, ‘was the chronology of the Scrip-
tures. . .. | found that predicted events, which had been fulfilled
inthe past, often occurred within a given time. The one hundred
and twenty years to the fiood (Genesis 6:3); the seven days that
were to precede it, with forty days of predicted rain (Genesis
7:4); the four hundred years of the sojourn of Abraham’s seed
(Genesis 15:13); the three days of the butler's and baker's
dreams (Genesis 40:12-20); the seven years of Pharaoh's
[dream] (Genesis 41:28-54); the forty years in the wilderness
(Numbers 14:34); the three and a half years of famine (1 Kings
17:1); . . . the seventy years' captivity (Jeremiah 25:11);
Nebuchadnezzar’'s seven times (Daniel 4:13-16); and the seven
weeks, threescore and two weeks, and the one week, making
seventy weeks, determined upon the Jews (Daniel 9:24-27),—
the events limited by these times were all once only a matter of
prophecy, and were fulfilied in accordance with predictions.’—
Bliss [Memoirs of Wiliiam Miller], pages 74, 75."—Quoted in The
Great Controversy, p. 323.

The Desire of Ages, pp. 231-235. 59
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What certainty do we have that there is a time appointed for
the end?

‘““At the time appointed the end shall be’” (Dan. 8:19).

“The end shall be at the time appointed (Dan. 11:27).

“The time of the end . . . is yet for a time appointed” (Dan.
11:35).

These verses should be considered along with Daniel 8:17;
11:40; 12:4, 9 where the expression “‘the time of theend’’ is also
used. These words are synonymous with the expression ‘‘the
last days.” The time appointed for the end must be considered
in the frame of Daniel’s prophecies, which establish the exact
beginning of the period in human history that the prophets and
the apostles call ‘the last days.”

What prophecy in the book of Daniel allows us to determine
the exact year of the beginning of “‘the time of the end”? Dan.
7:25; 12:7.

This prophecy is mentioned seven times in the Bible: twice in
the book of Daniel, and five times in the Revelation (11:2,3;12:6,
14; 13:5), revealing how important it was to God that man know
and understand His plan. The time period is reported in three
different ways: in prophetic days, in prophetic months, and in
prophetic years. Twice the period is given as 1260 days, twice as
42 months, and three times as three years and a half; all of which
give exactly the same period of time—1260 literal years.

“The periods here mentioned . . . are the same, alike repre-
senting the time in which the church of Christ was to suffer
oppression from Rome. The 1260 years of papal supremacy
beganin A.D. 538, and would therefore terminate in 1788. ... At
that time a French army entered Rome and made the pope a
prisoner,and hedied in exile.”—The Great Controversy, p. 266.

Of what significance is it to me that we are iiving in the very
end of time?

“We are livingin the time of the end. The fast-fulfilling signs of
the times declare that the coming of Christ is near at hand. The
daysin whichwe live are solemn and important.”—Testimonies,
vol. g, p. 11.

“Thank God, all will not be rocked to sleep in the cradle of
carnal security. There will be faithful ones who will discern the
signs of the times. While a large number professing present
truth will deny their faith by their works, there will be some who
will endure unto the end.”"—Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 10.

S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 4, pp. 833, 834.
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When Daniel desired to know the meaning of the prophecy
of the last days, what did the angel tell him?

“Thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even
to the time of the end.”

*‘Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed
till the time of the end” (Dan. 12:4, 9).

“This instruction did not apply to the whole of the book of
Daniel, for a portion of the message has been understood and
thus been ablessing to believers for centuries. It applied, rather,
tothat part of Daniel’s prophecy that dealt with the last days. (AA
585; DA 234). Not until that time was reached could a message,
based on the fulfillment of these prophecies, be proclaimed.”
—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 879.

“The words of the angel to Daniel relating to the last days
were to be understood in the time of the end.”"—The Desire of
Ages, p. 234.

“That part of his prophecy which related to the last days,
Daniel was bidden to close up and seal. ... Not till we reach this
time could a message concerning the judgment be proclaimed,
based on a fulfillment of these prophecies.”—The Great Con-
troversy, p. 356.

What contrary order was given to John concerning his vi-
sions? Rev. 22:10.

“In the Revelation ali the books of the Bible meet and end.
Here is the complement of the book of Daniel. One is a
prophecy; the other a revelation. The book that was sealed is
not the Revelation, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel
relating to the last days.”"—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 585.

“The book of Daniel is unsealed in the revelation to John, and
carries us forward to the last scenes of this earth’s history.”"—
Testimonies to Ministers, p. 115.

Since the opportunity is now mine, why do | not apply myseilf
more diligently to the study of prophecies concerning the time
of the end?

“The last book of the New Testament Scriptures is full of truth
that we need to understand. Satan has blinded the minds of
many so that they have been glad of any excuse for not making
the Revelation their study. But Christ through His servant John
has here declared what shall be in the last days; and He says,
‘Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein.’ ”
—Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 116, 117.

Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 115-119.
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What marvelous promise was made to Daniel concerning
the sealed prophecies in his book?

“Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in-
creased.”

“The wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall
understand; but the wise shall understand” (Dan. 12:4, 10).

“Knowledge shall be increased. This clause may be con-
sidered the logical sequel to the immediately preceding clause:
When the sealed book is opened at the time of the end, knowl-
edge concerning the truths contained in these prophecies will
beincreased. . .. At the end of the 18th and the beginning of the
19th century a new interest in the prophecies of Daniel and the
Revelation was awakened in widely separated places of earth.
The study of these prophecies led to a widespread belief that the
second advent of Christ was near. Numerous expositors in
England, Joseph Wolff in the Middle East, Manuel Lacunza in
South America, and William Miller in the United States, together
with a host of other students of the prophecies, declared, on the
basis of their study of the prophecies of Daniel, that the second
advent was at hand.”—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 879.

In what does true wisdom consist? Job 28:28; Dan. 12:3.

The wise man with intelligence and understanding is happy,
not only to fear God and isolate himself from evil; he also
desires to teach others, to share what he has been privileged to
receive. “Whosoever shall do and teach them [these least com-
mandments], the same shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven’ (Matt. 5:19).

How can | have that intelligence which, according to the
Bible, is powerful enough to overcome evil?

Imitate the apostie Paul, who, we are told, after Jesus, was
“the most illustrious teacher that this world has known."—
Education, p. 51.

""While he possessed high intellectual endowments, the life of
Paul revealed the power of a rarer wisdom. Principles of deep-
est import, principles concerning which the greatest minds of
this time were ignorant, are unfolded in his teachings and
exemplified in his life. He had that greatest of all wisdom, which
gives quickness of insight and sympathy of heart, which brings
man in touch with men, and enables him to arouse their better
nature and inspire them to a higher life.”"—Education, p. 66.

Prophets and Kings, pp. 547, 548.



“You Know What Hour It Is” LESSON 7 (] Friday

Part 6
HIGH TIME
TO AWAKE

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

May 16

What should be the logical consequence of being aware of
the day and the hour in which we are living?

“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when
we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand” (Rom.
13:11, 12).

This is the reasoning logically followed by all who have
preached the coming of God's kingdom. Matthew summarizes
the message of John the Baptist in these words: “Repent ye: for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand"’ (Matt. 3:2), Jesus preached
the same message (Mark 1:15), and the risen Christ urges the
Laodicean community to repent.

How did Jesus describe the condition of the believers while
they await His return? Matt. 25:5, 6.

“All who wait for the heavenly Bridegroom are represented in
the parable as slumbering because their Lord delayed His com-
ing; but the wise roused themselves at the message of His
approach, and responded to the message, and their spiritual
discernment was not all gone, and they sprang into line."—
Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p.
1099.

According to the apostle Paul, what should a person do
because ‘“the day is at hand”? Rom. 13:12-14.

A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most
urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work.”
—Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 121.

But what is revival? “Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual
life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrec-
tion from spiritual death.”—Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 128.
Revival should lead to reformation; that is, ‘‘reorganization, a
change inideas and theories, habits and practices.”—Selected
Messages, bk. 1, p. 128.

What should | do to help bring a revival in the church?

‘‘Are we awake to the work that is going on in the heavenly
sanctuary, or are we waiting for some compelling power to
come upon the church before we shall arouse? Are we hoping
to see the whole church revived? That time will never come.

“There are persons in the church who are not converted, and
who will not unite in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter
upon the work individually. We must pray more, and talk less.”
—Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 122.

Selected Messages, bk. 1, pp. 121-128.
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“| saw another anﬁel fly in the midst
of heaven, having the everlastin
gospel to preach unto them that dwell
on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people. . .,
for the hour of his judgment is come”’
(Rev. 14:6, 7).

If there is a time appointed for the
end—and there is—we also know,
according to the Bible, that God “hath
appointed a day, in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness”
{Acts 17:31). Moreover, the message
in Revelation 14 teaches that "the hour
of his judgment is come.” This is why
God sends His angel to “preach unto
them that dwell on the earth’’ and to
beseech them to prepare to meet their
God. :

“Since 1798 the book of Daniel has
been unsealed, knowledge of the
ﬁrophecies has increased, and many

ave proclaimed the solemn message
of the judgment near.”—The Great
Controversy, p. 356. However, it was
not until 1844 that the pioneers truly
understood the meaning of the
prophecy in Daniel 8:14 concerning
the cleansing of the sanctuary and its
relation to the judgment, whose
beginning had been foretold for that
year. Divine providence had
synchronized perfectly the
understanding of the 2300-day
prophecy, the beginning of theadvent
movement, the opening of the
investigative judgmentin the heavenly
sanctuary, and the proclamation of the
everlasting gospe! on the earth.

“The message itself sheds light as to
the time when this movement is to
take place. Itis declared to be a part of
the ‘everlasting gospel;’ and it
announces the opening of the
'ud%ment. The message of salvation

asbeen preachedinall ages; but this
message Is a part of the gospel which
could %e proclaimed only in the last

days, for only then would it be true
that the hour of judgment had come.
The prophecies present a succession
of events leading down to the opening
of the judgment. This is especially true
of the book of Daniel. But that part of
his prophec?/ which related to the last
days, Daniel was bidden to close up
and seal ‘to the time of the end.” Not
till we reach this time could a message
concerning the judgment be
proclaimed, based on a fulfillment of
these prophecies.”—The Great
Controversy, pp. 355, 356.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. A Universal Judgment
2 Cor. 5:10)

2. The 2300 Days
(Dan. 7:9, 10, 25, 26)

3. The Cleansing of the Sanctuary
(Dan. 8:14)

4. The Investigative Judgment
(1 Peter 4:17)

5. A Worldwide Witness
(Matt. 24:14)

6. The Millennium

(Rev. 20:4-6; 1 Cor. 6:2, 3)
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How does the Bible confirm the certainty of a universal
judgment?

“We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
every one may receive the things done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).
(Compare Eccl. 3:17; 12:14))

The entire Bible positively affirms the fact that at the end of
human history every man will have to pass before the judgment
bar of God. No one will be able to escape; every man’s works will
be judged. God will “render to every man according to his
deeds” (Rom. 2:6). ’

What other facts does Paul give concerr;ing the judgment?
Acts 17:30, 31; 24:25.

The proclamation of a “judgment to come’” was the basis of
apostolic preaching. How much more should it be the subject of
today’s preaching, nowthat ‘‘the hour of . .. judgmentis come’’!

“This judgment does not take place at death. Mark the words
of Paul: ‘He hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the
world in rightecusness by that Man whom He hath ordained.’
Acts 17:31. . . . Here the apostle plainly stated that a specified
time, then future, had been fixed upon for the judgment of the
world. . .. .

“But if the dead are aiready enjoying the bliss of heaven or
writhing in the flames of hell, what need of a future judgment?”
—The Great Controversy, pp. 548, 549.

What should be the resuit of my belief that | must give
account one day of my actions, words, and thoughts?

“In the judgment the use made of every talent will be
scrutinized. How have we employed the capital lent us of
Heaven? Will the Lord at His coming receive His own with
usury? Have we improved the powers entrusted us, in hand and
heart and brain, to the glory of God and the blessing of the
world? How have we used our time, our pen, our voice, our
money, our influence? What have we done for Christ, in the
person of the poor, the afflicted, the orphan, or the widow? God
has made us the depositaries of His holy word; what have we
done with the light and truth given us to make men wise unto
salvation? No value is attached to a mere profession of faith in
Christ; only the love which is shown by works is counted
genuine. Yet it is love alone which in the sight of Heaven makes
any act of value. Whatever is done from love, however small it
may appear in the estimation of men, is accepted and rewarded
of God.”—The Great Controversy, p. 487.

Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 384-387.
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What description does Daniel give of the judgment?
Chronologically, what event does it tollow? Dan. 7:9, 10, 25, 26.

These verses give the chronological order of two events of
utmost importance: first, the judgment takes place at the time
that a prolongation of life is accorded to the earthly powers for
“aseason and atime" (verse 12) and “‘one like the Son of man”
appears before "the ancient of days” (verse 13); second, this
judgment follows the fulfillment of the prophecy of the 1260
years of papal supremacy which ended in 1798 (verse 25).

“It is He [God the Father], the source of all being, and the
fountain of all law, that is to preside in the judgment. And holy
angels as ministers and witnesses, in number ‘ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,’ attend this
great tribunal.”—The Great Controversy, p. 479.

What other prophecy should we study diligently, because of
its close relation to the ‘‘time of the end”? Dan. 8:14, 17.

Paul clearly stated that God ''hath appointed a day, in the
which he will judge the world in righteousness’ (Acts 17:31).
God appointed that day, and it was He who revealed the precise
date of the 2300-day prophecy, a prophetic period spanning
2300 years, whose starting point was the same as that of the
70-week prophecy which fixed the date of the Messiah’s first
advent. The starting point for both was 457 B.C., when Ar-
taxerxes authorized the rebuilding and restoration of
Jerusalem.

“Taking this as the starting poirt, there was perfect harmony
in the application of all the events foretold in the explanation of -
that period in Daniel 9:25-27. . . . The seventy weeks, or 490
years, were to pertain especially to the Jews. At the expiration of
this period the nation sealed its rejection of Christ by the perse-
cution of His disciples, and the apostles turned to the Gentiles,
A.D. 34. The first 490 years of the 2300 having then ended, 1810
years would remain. From A.D. 34, 1810 years extend to 1844.
‘Then,’ said the angel, ‘shall the sanctuary be cleansed.’ All the
preceding specifications of the prophecy had been unques-
tionably fulfilled at the time appointed.”—The Great Controversy,
p. 410.

How much importance do | give the year 1844? As much as
prophecy gives it?

“Such subjects as the sanctuary, in connection with the 2300
days . . ., are perfectly calculated to explain the past Advent
movement and show what our present position is, establish the
faith of the doubting, and give certainty to the glorious
future.”—£Early Writings, p. 63.

S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 4, pp. 850, 851.
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What event was to mark the end of the 2300 years? Of what
sanctuary is the prophet speaking?

“He said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed” (Dan. 8:14). (See
also Heb. 8:1, 2; 9:11, 24.)

“The term ‘sanctuary,’ as used in the Bible, refers, first, to the
tabernacle built by Moses, as a pattern of heavenly things; and,
secondly, to the ‘true tabernacle’ in heaven, to which the earthly
sanctuary pointed. At the death of Christ the typical service
ended. The ‘true tabernacle’ in heaven is the sanctuary of the
new covenant. And as the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 is fulfilled in
this dispensation, the sanctuary to which it refers must be the
sanctuary of the new covenant. At the termination of the 2300
days, in 1844, there had been no sanctuary on earth for many
centuries. Thus the prophecy [of the 2300 days] unquestionably
points to the sanctuary in heaven.”—The Great Controversy,
p. 417.

What does the cleansing of the sanctuary mean?

“Christ’s daily ministration as our high priest was typified in
the daily services. The annual Day of Atonement typified awork
that Christ would undertake at the close of the age. For a
detailed discussion of these two phases of service see .. . GC
418-423. The prophecy of Dan. 8:14 announces the time for the
beginning of this special work. The cleansing of the heavenly
sanctuary comprehends the entire work of final judgment, be-
ginning with the investigative phase and ending with the execu-
tive phase, which results in the permanent eradication of sin from
the universe.”—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 4, pp. 844, 845.

“The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of
investigation—a work of judgment. This work must be per-
formed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem His people; for
when He comes, His reward is with Him to give to every man
according to his works. Revelation 22:12."—The Great Con-
troversy, p. 422.

What is my condition in this fearful and solemn time?

“Shall we not search the Scriptures, that we may know where
we are in this world's history ? Shall we not become intelligentin
regard to the work that is being accomplished for us atthis time,
and the position that we as sinners should occupy while this
work of atonement is going forward ? If we have any regard for
our souls’ salvation, we must make a decided change. We must
seek the Lord with true penitence; we must with deep contrition
of soul confess our sins, that they may be blotted out.”—
Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 125.

The Great Controversy, pp. 417-422.
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With whom does the investivative judgment begin?

“The time is come that judgment must begin at the house of
God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them
that obey not the gospel of God” (1 Peter 4:17).

“In the typical service only those who had come before God
with confession and repentance, and whose sins, through the
blood of the sin offering, were transferred to the sanctuary, had
a partinthe service of the Day of Atonement. So in the great day
of final atonement and investigative judgment the only cases
considered are those of the professed people of God. The
judgment of the wicked is a distinct and separate work, and
takes place at a later period. ‘Judgment must begin at the house
of God." "'—The Great Controversy, p. 480.

“Beginning with those who first lived upon the earth, our
Advocate presents the cases of each successive generation,
and closes with the living.”—The Great Controversy, p. 483.

Why does the investigative judgment take place before the
return of Jesus? (See Matt. 25:31-33; 13:47-50.)

A previous judgment must take place in order that a separa-
tion can be made between the just and the wicked at the return
of Jesus. In effect, “‘when the work of the investigative judgment
closes, the destiny of all will have been decided for life or death.
Probation is ended for a short time before the appearing of the
Lord in the clouds of heaven.”—The Great Controversy, p. 490.

"It is for the benefit of all created beings that the facts with
respect to each person’s fate should be known, as an assurance
to all that justice has been done and as a guarantee of the
eternal stability of the divine government.”—S.D.A. Ency-
clopedia, art. “'Investigative Judgment.”

It my case were to be examined today, would | be justified by
my faith in Jesus Christ?

““Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work of
the atonement. Momentous are the interests involved therein.
The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For many
years this work has been in progress. Soon—none know how
soon—it will pass to the cases of the living. In the awful pres-
ence of God our lives are to come up in review. At this time
above all others it behooves every soul to heed the Saviour’s
admonition: ‘Watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.’
Mark 13:33. ‘If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will come
upon thee.” Revelation 3:3."—The Great Controversy, p. 490.

The Great Controversy, pp. 479-491.
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Whatis God’s plan for the world just before the end oftime?

“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come’” (Matt. 24:14).

Because God “‘will have all men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth”” (1 Tim. 2:4), He has periodically sent
special messengers into the world. What He did in times past—
for the antediluvians, for Sodom and Gomorrah, for Nineveh,
and for Jerusalem—God also wishes to do for the world just
prior to the end of its history.

The progress of the spread of the gospel throughout the
world, from the beginning of the nineteenth century until our
day, constitutes a sign of the times of great significance. The
good news has been preached in most of the world. And, as for
the written testimony, no other book has known such wide-
spread distribution throughout the world, nor has any other
been translated into so many languages as the Bible. Only a few
people in the world today do not have access to at least some
part of Scripture in their own tongue.

Atthe time of the investigative judgment, what special mes-
sage was to be given to the world? Rev. 14:6.

“The Lord God of heaven will not send upon the world His
judgmentsfor disobedience and transgression until He has sent
His watchmen to give the warning. He will not close up the
period of probation until the message shall be more distinctly
proclaimed.”—Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 19.

“In the prophecy [referring to the first angel of Revelation 14]
this warning of the judgment, with its connected messages, is
followed by the coming of the Son of man in the clouds of
heaven. The proclamation of the judgment is an announcement
of Christ’s second coming as at hand. And this proclamation is
called the everlasting gospel.”—Christ's Object Lessons, p.
227.

Since God has greatly favored me by giving me the everlast-
ing gospel, what is my responsibility in its proclamation?

“The work of preaching the gospel has not been connected to
angels, but has been entrusted to men. Holy angels have been
employed in directing this work, they have in charge the great
movements for the salvation of men; but the actual proclama-
tion of the gospel is performed by the servants of Christ upon
the earth.”—The Great Controversy, p. 312,

The Great Controversy, pp. 355, 356; Counsels to Teachers, p.
324.
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Which phase of the judgment will take place during the
millennium? Who will take part in it?

| saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was
given unto them: . .. and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until
the thousand years were finished. . . . Blessed and holy is he
that hath partin the first resurrection: .. . they shall be priests
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
years” (Rev. 20:4-6).

“Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? . ..
Know ye not that we shall judge angels?”’ (1 Cor. 6:2, 3).

“SDA’s understand that the great final judgment involves
three steps: (1) an investigative judgment, by which those eligi-
ble to eternal life are separated from those who are not eligible
in a pre-Advent investigation; (2) an examination of the indi-

“vidual cases of the wicked by the righteous, during the millen-

nium, to assure the latter that justice is beingdone in each case
and to determine the sentence to be meted out in each case;
and (3) the executive judgment, which takes place at the close

.of the millennium, when sentence is executed in the fires of

hell.”—S.D.A. Encyclopedia, art. “Judgment.”

The judgment in which the saints take part involves two sets
of records: first, the cases of men who loved the world more
than God; and, second, those of "‘angels which kept not their
first estate, but left their own habitation” (Jude 6).

What is the last phase of God’s judgment? Rev. 20:11-15.

After everyone’s case has been decided—first, those of the
household of God (investigative judgment); then, those of the
world and of fallen angels (during the millennium)—comes the
solemn moment of the judgment proclamation.

“In the presence of the assembled inhabitants of earth and
heaven the final coronation of the Son of God takes place. And
now, invested with supreme majesty and power, the King of
kings pronounces sentence upon the rebels against His govern-
ment and executes justice upon those who have transgressed
His law and oppressed His people.”"—The Great Controversy,

p. 666.

“The whole wicked world stand arraigned at the bar of God on
the charge of high treason against the government of heaven.
They have none to plead their cause; they are without excuse;
and the sentence of eternal death is pronounced against
them.”"—The Great Controversy, p. 668.

Whatpromise is addressed tothose who inherit eternal life?
Rev. 20:6.

The Great Controversy, pp. 666-673.
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“Saying with aloud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of
his judgment is come: and worship
him that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters”’
(Rev. 14:7).

The advent movement was
providentially called into being to bear
testimony to the truth at the end of
time, during the hour of God’s
judgment in the heavenly court. The

org entrusted to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church the proclamation of
the three angels’ messages of
Revelation 14 to the world. That is the
reason for the existence of this
church, why it should be different
from other Christian bodies.

To what extent is the everlasting
Eospel the message for our time?

esides being an offer of grace and
salvation, itis a call to fear God, to give

lory to Him, and to worship Him as

e should be worshiped—in spirit and
in truth. Before it is too late, God
extends a last invitation to mankind.
He pleads, “Be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God”’
(Rom. 12:2).

“The Lord has apeople on the earth,
who follow the Lamb withersoever He
goeth. He has His thousands who have
not bowed the knee to Baal. Such will
stand with Him on Mount Zion. But
they must stand on this earth, girded
with the whole armor, ready to engage
in the work of saving those who are
ready to perish. Heavenly angels

conduct this search, and spiritual
activity is demanded of all who believe
present truth, that they may join the
angels in their work. . . .

“"The fourteenth chapter of
Revelation is a chapter of the deepest
interest. This scripture will soon be
understood in all its bearings, and the
messages given to john the revelator
will be repeated with distinct
utterance.””—Ellen G. White
Comments, S.D.A. Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 978.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. The Everlasting Gospel
(Rev. 14:6)

2. Fear God
(Rev. 14:7)

3. Give Him Glory
(Rev. 14:7)

4. Worship the Creator
(Rev. 14:7)

5. Worship—False and True
(Rom. 1:21, 25)

6. The Sign of True Worship

(1 Sam. 15:22)
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Under what symbol is the bearer of the first angel’s mes-
sage presented to us?

‘| saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel” (Rev. 14:6).

“This is a symbolic vision. The angel represents God'’s saints
engaged in the task of proclaiming the everlasting gospel,
especially the features mentioned in this verse, at a time when
the ‘judgment is come’ (v. 7). lt is, of course, also true that literal
angels assist men in the task of proclaiming the gospel, but this
is not the predominant idea here. . . .

‘... The area of flight indicates the worldwide nature of the
angel’'s work and message. The work grows and develops until
it is brought to the sight and hearing of all mankind.

... Only here is the word ‘everlasting’ used in connection
with the gospel of the grace of God. There is but one gospel to
save men. It will continue as long as there are men to be saved.
There never will be another gospel."—S.D.A. Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, p. 827.

For what purpose is the everlasting gospel given, and how
should it be proclaimed? Rev. 14:6, 7.

Literally, this means ‘‘an everlasting gospel to evangelize.”
The gospel of salvation has been given to man through
evangelization. Just as there is no other gospel by which man
can be saved, so there is only one means provided by God for
the proclamation of the gospel on earth.

“The fact that an angel is said to be the herald of this warning
is significant. By the purity, the glory, and the power of the
heavenly messenger, divine wisdom has been pleased to repre-
sent the exalted character of the work to be accomplished by
the message and the power and glory that were to attend it. And
the angel's flight ‘in the midst of heaven,’ the ‘loud voice’ with
which the warning is uttered, and its promulgation to all ‘that
dwell on the earth,'—'to every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people,’—give evidence of the rapidity and worldwide ex-
tent of the movement.”"—The Great Controversy, p. 355.

In what way am | to be a bearer of the everlasting gospel?

"“The priceless treasure is placed in earthen vessels. Through
men His blessings are to be conveyed to the world. Through
them His glory is to shine forth into the darkness of sin. In loving
ministry they areto meet the sinful and the needy, and lead them
to the cross. And in all their work they are to ascribe glory,
honor, and praise to Him who is above all and over all."—The
Acts of the Apostles, p. 330.

Selected Messages, bk. 2, pp. 114-116; My Life Today, p. 305.
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What is the first requirement for the believer who wishes to
respond to God’s call?

“Fear God” (Rev. 14:7).

The first angel’s message of Revelation 14 contains three
commands. The first expresses the basic condition for recon-
ciliation with God: Fear God. This call is particularly appropriate
in our day—the time of the end, the judgment hour—because
most men no longer fear God, nor do they even care to know
Him. (See Rom. 1:28.) “Who knowing the judgment of God, that
they which commit such things are worthy of death, notonly do
the same, but have pleasure in them that do them” (Rom. 1:32).

The word *‘fear” “'i
of God, but in the sense of coming to Him with reverence and
awe. It conveys the thought of absolute loyalty to God, of full
surrender to His will. . . .

“The message to fear God is especially timely in the period
represented by the preaching of this angel, for men are worship-
ing gods of materialism and pleasure and many others of their
own devising.”"—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 827.

Give several examples that justify giving a positive mean-
ing to the expression “fear of God.” Ps. 111:10; 25:14; Acts
10:2; Rev. 11:18.

The word ‘‘fear” in the Bible is used with varied meanings,
from that of fright to reverence and love for God. Thus the
judgment, an event that will make sinners tremble with fear, will
also be a time when God will reward them that fear His name.
Fear can also express unbelief. And while it is true that ‘perfect
love casteth out fear’” (1 John 4:18), it is also written that we
should perfect “‘holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1). And
finally, the Scripture reports, ‘‘the churches . . . walking in the
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were
multiplied” (Acts 9:31).

In a world that no longer fears God, how do | regard God in
the privacy of my soul?

“Christ’s followers today should guard against the tendency
to lose the spirit of reverence and godly fear. The Scriptures
teach men how they should approach their Maker—with humil-
ity and awe, through faith in a divine Mediator. . . .

“True reverence for God is inspired by a sense of His infinite
greatness and a realization of His presence. With this sense of
the Unseen, every heart should be deeply impressed.”’—
Prophets and Kings, p. 48.

Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 423, 424.
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What second command Is contained in the first angel’s
message? .

“Give glory to him” (Rev. 14:7).

It is man’s duty to recognize and extol the glory of God. Man
was created to be in “‘the image and glory of God” (1 Cor. 11.7).
Likewise, God purchased a people ‘‘unto the praise of his glory”
(Eph. 1:14). And when the Lord enters into His kingdom, the
redeemed will exclaim to one another, “'Let us be glad and
rejoice, and give honour to him’” (Rev. 19:6, 7). “Give glory to
him" shouid be the lifelong objective of God’s creatures. It was
that of Jesus (John 7:18), and at the end of His earthly ministry
He was able to say, ‘| have glorified thee on the earth: | have
finished the work which thou gavest me to do” (John 17:4).

Following the example of Jesus, how can we glorify God on
earth? Matt. 5:16; John 15:8; 1 Peter 2:12,

“The good works of the children of God are the most effectual
preaching that the unbeliever has.”—Testimonies, vol. 1,p. 193.

“In the night of spiritual darkness God’s glory is to shine
through His church in lifting up the bowed down and comfort-
ing those that mourn.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 718.

‘‘As Sabbathkeeping Adventists we profess to obey all God’s
commandments and to be looking for the coming of our Re-
deemer. A most solemn message of warning has been entrusted
to God'’s faithful few. We should show by our words and works
that we recognize the great responsibility laid upon us. Our light
should shine so clearly that others can see that we glorify the
Father in our daily lives; that we are connected with heaven and
are joint heirs with Jesus Christ, that when He shali appear in
power and great glory, we shall be like Him.”'—Testimonies, vol.
4, p. 16.

In what ways do my life, my words, my actions give glory to
God?

“Christ declares: ‘Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit.’ John 15:8. God has endowed us with facuities and
has entrusted us with talents in order that we may use them for
Him. To every man is given his work—not merely work in his
fields of corn and wheat, but earnest, persevering work for the
salvation of souls. Every stone in God's temple must be a living
stone, a stone that shines, reflecting light to the world."—
Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 246.

Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 58-60.
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What is the purpose of the first angel’s call?

“Worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters” (Rev. 14:7).

“The worship of God is in contrast with the worship of the
beast (ch. 13:8, 12) and that of its image (v. 15). In the crisis soon
to come, the inhabitants of the earth will be called upon to make
their choice, as did the three Hebrew worthies in days of old,
between the worship of the true God and that of false gods (Dan.
3). The message of the first angel is designed to prepare men to
make the proper choice and to stand firm in the time of crisis.

* . .. The appeal to worship God as Creator has become
especially timely in the years following the initial preaching of
the first angel’s message, because of the rapid spread of the
theory of evolution. Furthermore, the call to worship the God of
heaven as Creator of all things implies that due heed be given to
the sign of God's creative works—the Sabbath of the Lord. .. . If
the Sabbath had been kept as God intended, it would have
served as a great safeguard against infidelity and evolution (see
Acts 14:15; PP 336). The Sabbath will be a point especially
controverted in the closing crisis.”"—S.D.A. Bible Commentary,
vol. 7, p. 828.

To which temptation is today’s world particularly sub-
jected? How did Jesus meet it? Matt. 4:8-10.

“With the same temptation Satan approaches men, and here
he has better success than with Christ. To men he offers the
kingdom of this world on condition that they will acknowledge
his supremacy. He requires that they sacrifice integrity, disre-
gard conscience, indulge selfishness. . . . Satan walks by their
side and says: Whatever may be true in regard to life eternal, in
order to make a success in this world you must serve me. | hold
your welfare in my hands. | can give you riches, pleasures,
honor, and happiness.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 130.

If | looked upon the world as it really is, would not the
temptation to worship false gods be less enticing?

“Before His [Christ's] sight the tempter held the kingdoms of
the world. As Satan saw them, they possessed great external
grandeur. But Christ saw them in a different aspect, just as they
were—earthly dominions under the power of a tyrant. He saw
humanity full of woe, suffering under the oppressive power of
Satan. He saw the earth defiled by hatred, revenge, malice, lust,
and murder. He saw fiends in the possession of the bodies and
souls of men.”"—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 5, p. 1083.

The Great Controversy, pp. 436-438.
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What has been the attitude of sinners toward the Creator?

“When they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish heart was darkened.”

“Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped
and served the creature more than the Creator, who is
blessed for ever” (Rom. 1:21, 25). (Compare Rom. 1:18-25; 2
Peter 3:5.)

“A terrible picture of the condition of the world has been
presented before me. Immorality abounds everywhere. Licen-
tiousness is the special sin of this age. Never did vice lift its
deformed head with such boldness as now.

“I was referred to Romans 1:18-32, as a true description of the
world previous to the second appearing of Christ.”—Child
Guidance, p. 440.

What instructions did our Lord give concerning the proper
way to worship God? John 4:21-24.

“Not by seeking a holy mountain or a sacred temple are men
brought into communion with heaven. Religion is not to be
confined to external forms and ceremonies. The religion that
comes from God is the only religion that will lead to God. In
order to serve Him aright, we must be born of the divine Spirit.
This will purify the heart and renew the mind, giving us a new
capacity for knowing and loving God. It will give us a willing
obedience to all His requirements. This is true worship. .. . For
such worshipers He is seeking. He waits to receive them, and to
make them His sons and daughters.”—The Desire of Ages, p.
189.

Why do you worship God? What feelings do you experience
in your worship?

"It should be a pleasure to worship the Lord and to take partin
His work. God would not have His children, for whom so great
salvation has been provided, act as if He were a hard, exacting
taskmaster. He is their best friend; and when they worship Him,
He expects to be with them, to bless and comfort them, filling
their hearts with joy and love. . . . He desires that those who
come to worship Him shall carry away with them precious
thoughts of His care and love, that they may be cheered in all the
employments of daily life, that they may have grace to deal
honestly and faithfully in all things.”—Steps to Christ, p. 103.

Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 295,
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From a practical viewpoint, what constitutes worship?

“Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken
than the fatof rams” (1 Sam. 15:22). (Compare verse 23; Matt.
7:21-23.)

“The faith in Christ which saves the soul is not what it is
represented to be by many. ‘Believe, believe,’ is their cry; ‘only
believe in Christ, and you will be saved. It is all you have to do.’
While true faith trusts wholly in Christ for salvation, it will lead to
perfect conformity to the law of God. Faith is manifested by
works. And the apostle John declares, ‘He that saith, | know him,
and keepeth not his commandments, isaliar.” "—Ellen G. White
Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1073.

By what sign can we know that one truly worships “him that
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters””? (See Ex. 31:16, 17; 20:8-11; Eze. 20:12, 20.)

* ‘“The importance of the Sabbath as the memorial of creation
is that it keeps ever present the true reason why worship is due
to God'—because He is the Creator, and we are His creatures.
‘The Sabbath therefore lies at the very foundation of divine
worship, for it teaches this great truth in the most impressive
manner, and no other institution does this. The true ground of
divine worship, not of that on the seventh day merely, but of all
worship, is found in the distinction between the Creator and His
creatures. This great fact can never become obsolete, and must
never be forgotten.'—J. N. Andrews, History of the Sabbath,
chapter 27.""—The Great Controversy, pp. 437, 438.

‘“‘What shall | do to inherit eternal life?”

This is the question asked by the rich young ruler. The Mas-
ter’s response left no doubt: “‘If thou wilt enter into life, keep the
commandments” (Matt. 19:17). “Obedience is the test of disci-
pleship. It is the keeping of the commandments that proves the
sincerity of our professions of love. When the doctrine we ac-
cept kills sin in the heart, purifies the soul from defilement,
bears fruit unto holiness, we may know that it is the truth of God.
When benevolence, kindness, tenderheartedness, sympathy,
are manifest in our lives; when the joy of right doing is in our
hearts; when we exalt Christ, and not self, we may know that our
faithis of the right order. ‘Hereby we do know that we know Him,
if we keep His commandments.’ 1 John 2:3.”"—Thoughts From
the Mount of Blessing, pp. 146, 147.

The Desire of Ages, pp. 307-310.
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“There followed another angel,
saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication’’ (Rev. 14:8).

The message of the second angel of
Revelation 14 reveals a new aspect of
the everlasting gospel. At first it may
appear to be a simrle condemnation
of the religious worldin the time of the
end. However, when considered in
connection with the message of
Revelation 18—a repetition of the
second angel’s message to be
proclaimed just before the end of
probation—it unfolds as the ultimate
call of divine mercy. Once again God
clearly shows that He does not wish
the death of the sinner, butrather that
“the wicked turn from his way and
live’”” (Eze. 33:11). Or, as the apostle
Paul expressed it, “God, our Saviour
... will have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of
the truth’” (1 Tim. 2:3, 4).

To achieve this objective it was
essential for God to lay His finger on
the sore and uncover the evil. In the
second message God reveals the
actual condition of the religious world
in these last days. Iniquity has so
increased that the love of many has
grown cold. The canker is general; the
evil is beyond remedy. Only ""he that
shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved” (Matt. 24:13).

In truth, although Babylon is
condemned, there are men and
women in Babylon whom God
considers as belonging to Him. He
wishes to lead His scattered sheep

back to His fold. To help them find
Him He will make the light of the
everlastingbgospel to shine brighter
than ever before; that they may hear
His call, He will send His ange! to cry
“mightily with a strong voice, . . .
Come our of her, my people” (Rev.
18:2-4).

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS
1. The Message of the Second
Angel
(Rev. 14:8)
Babylon the Great
(Rev. 14:8)
Babylon Identified
(Rev. 17:18)
Babylon’s Sin
(Rev. 14:8)
The Earth Lighted With
His Glory
(Rev. 18:1)
6. The Last Call
(Rev. 18:4)

2,
3.
4.
5.
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THE MESSAGE
OF THE
SECOND ANGEL

THINK IT THROUGH
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FURTHER STUDY

June 1

At what moment does the second angel appear on the
scene?

“There followed another angel” (Rev. 14:8).

The Greek word used here, akolouthe6, may be translated
either as '‘tofollow” or ““to accompany.” “'it seems to have both
meanings in this text. In point of time the second angel follows
the first, but it is also true that the first angel continues his
ministry when the second angel joins him. In this sense the
second angel's message accompanies that of the first."'—
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 828.

What historical explanation is given us concerning the
preaching of the second angel’s message? ‘‘The second
angel’'s message of Revelation 14 was first preached in the
summer of 1844, and it then had amore direct application to the
churches of the United States, where the warning of the judg-
ment had been most widely proclaimed and most generally
rejected, and where the declension in the churches had been
most rapid. But the message of the second angel did not reach
its complete fuifillment in 1844. The churches then experienced
a moral fall, in consequence of their refusal of the light of the.
advent message; but that fall was not complete. As they have
continued to reject the special truths for this time they have
fallen lower and lower. Not yet, however, can it be said that
‘Babyion is fallen, . .. because she madeall/ nations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication.’

“The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan
will work ‘with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with
all deceivableness of unrighteousness;’ and they that ‘received
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved,’ will be left to
receive 'strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” 2 Thes-
salonians 2:9-11. Not until this condition shall be reached, and
the union of the church with the world shall be fully ac-
complished throughout Christendom, will the fall of Babylon be
complete. The change is a progressive one, and the perfect
fulfillment of Revelation 14:8 is yet future.”—The Great Con-
troversy, pp. 389, 390.

What should | do to guard against the seductions of the evil
one, so cleverly disguised under the cloak of religion?

“Only those who have been diligent students of the Scrip-
tures and who have received the love of the truth will be
shielded from the powerfu} delusion that takes the world cap-
tive. By the Bible testimony these will detect the deceiver in his
disguise. To all the testing time will come. By the sifting of
temptation the genuine Christian will be revealed.”—The Great
Controversy, p. 625.

Early Writings, pp. 237-240.
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June 2
Part 2 What solemn declaration is made by the second angel?
BABYLON
THE GREAT “‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city’’ (Rev. 14:8).

The city of Babylon was originally founded by Nimrod (Gen.
10:10; 11:1-9) and reached the zenith of its glory under the reign
of Nebuchadnezzar during the time of Daniel. At the time that
John was writing the Revelation the city lay in ruins; therefore,
this text cannot apply to the historical city. )

in Revelation the name “Babylon” is used figuratively. It is
first mentioned inthe message of the second angel. Itis interest-
ingto note that Babylon is mentioned six timesin the Revelation
(chap. 14:8;16:19;17:5; 18:2, 10, 21) and that six is the symbolic
number of the city, and the number used in worship in ancient
Babylon.

**During the early Christian centuries the cryptic designation
Babylon for the city and empire of Rome appears commonly in
both Jewish and Christian literature. . . .

“Babylon, both literal and mystical, has thus long been rec-
ognized as the traditional enemy of God's truth and people. As
used in the Revelation the name is symbolic of all apostate
religious organizations and their leadership, from antiquity
‘down to the close of time.”"—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p.
830.

What adjective qualifies the name “Babylon” wheneveritis
mentioned in the Revelation? What meaning must one at-
tribute to it? Rev. 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 10, 21.

The adjective ‘great’” fits perfectly what Babylon represents,
the example par excellence of a powerful city ruling the world
and hostile to God. Her grandeur was built on negative values;
great was her sin. (See Rev. 18:5)

In both the Old and the New Testaments, Babylon is consis-
tently in opposition to Jerusalem. While the former is symbolic
of self-glory and false worship, the latter symbolizes the glory of
God and divine worship. The first means “‘confusion’’; the sec-
ond ‘peace.” In Revelation mystical Babylon is called ‘‘the
great whore” (Rev. 17:1), whereas Jerusalem is described as “‘a
bride adorned for her husband” (chap. 21:2).

THINK IT THROUGH To what degree have | made my choice between the two
symbolic cities, Babylon and Jerusalem?

“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; . .. For
he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and
maker is God” (Heb. 11:8-10).

FURTHER STUDY S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, pp. 866-869.
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Part 3
BABYLON
IDENTIFIED

INK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 3

What other biblical symbol enables us to identify mystical
Babylon as Christian Rome?

“The woman which thou sawest is that great city, which
reigneth over the kings of the earth” (Rev. 17:18). Compare
verses 1-6, 15.)

“In Revelation 17 Babylon is represented as a woman—a -
figure which is used in the Bible as the symbol of a church, a
virtuous woman representing a pure church, a vile woman an
apostate church. . ..

... The power that for so many centuries maintained des-
potic sway over the monarchs of Christendom is Rome. The
purple and scarlet color, the gold and precious stones and
pearls, vividly picture the magnificence and more than kingly
pomp affected by the haughty see of Rome. And no other power
could be so truly declared ‘drunken with the blood of the saints’
as that church which has so cruelly persecuted the followers of
Christ. Babylon is also charged with the sin of unlawful connec-
tion with ‘the kings of the earth.’ It was by departure from the
Lord, and alliance with the heathen, that the Jewish church
became a harlot; and Rome, corrupting herself in like manner
by seeking the support of worldly powers, receives a like con-
demnation.

"Babylon is said to be ‘the mother of harlots." By her
daughters must be symbolized churches that cling to her doc-
trines and traditions, and follow her example of sacrificing the
truth and the approval of God, in order to form an unlawful
alliance with the world.”—The Great Controversy, pp. 381-383.

Towhat precisely does the second angel’s message announc-
ing the fall of Babylon apply? “The message of Revelation 14,
announcing the fall of Babylon must apply to religious bodies
that were once pure and have become corrupt. Since this mes-
sage follows the warning of the judgment, it must be given in the
last days; therefore it cannot refer to the Roman Church alone,
for that church has been in a falien condition for many cen-
turies. . . .

“Many of the Protestant churches are following Rome’s
example of iniquitous connection with 'the kings of the
earth’—the state churches, by their relation to secular govern-
ments; and other denominations, by seeking the favor of the
world. And the term ‘Babylon'—confusion—may be appro-
priately applied to these bodies, all professing to derive their
doctrines from the Bible, yet divided into almost innumerable
sects."—The Great Controversy, p. 383.

What assurance do | have that the Seventh-day Adventist
Church will not end as other churches have? (See Selected
Messages, bk. 2, pp. 380, 397.)

The Great Controversy, pp. 384-388.
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Part 4
BABYLON'S SIN

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 4
Of what is Babylon accused?

‘‘She made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication” (Rev. 14:8).

“This cup. of intoxication which she presents to the world
represents the false doctrines that she has accepted as the
result of her unlawful connection with the great ones of the
earth. Friendship with the world corrupts her faith, and in her
turn she exerts a corrupting influence upon the world by teach-
ing doctrines which are opposed to the plainest statements of
Holy Writ."—The Great Controversy, p. 388.

“This wine of error is made up of false doctrines, such as the
natural immortality of the soul, the eternal torment of the
wicked, the denial of the pre-existence of Christ, prior to His
birth in Bethlehem, and advocating and exalting the first day of
the week above God's holy and sanctified day. These and
kindred errors are presented to the world by the various
churches.”—Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 61, 62.

What figures are used of Babylon when she came to the end
of her moral degradation? Rev. 18:2, 3.

“Aterrible condition of the religious world is here described.
With every rejection of truth the minds of the people will be-
come darker, their hearts more stubborn, until they are en-
trenched in an infidel hardihood. . . . As the teachings of
spiritualism are accepted by the churches, the restraint im-
posed upon the carnal heart is removed, and the profession of
religion will become a cloak to conceal the basest iniquity. A
belief in spiritual manifestations opens the door to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils, and thus the influence of evil
angels will be felt in the churches.”—The Great Controversy,
pp. 603, 604.

“The sins of the popular churches are whitewashed over.
Many of the members indulge in the grossest vices and are
steeped in iniquity. Babylon is fallen and has become the cage
of every foul and hateful bird! The most revolting sins of the age
find shelter beneath the cloak of Christianity."—Testimonies,
vol. 4, p. 13.

To what degree have | avoided worldly influences?

“Qur position in the world is not what it should be. We are far
from where we should have been had our Christian experience
been in harmony with the light and the opportunities given us.
... But many of those who have had special light are so con-
formed to the world that they can scarcely be distinguished
from worldlings."—Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 247.

Selected Messages, bk. 2, pp. 67, 68.
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THE EARTH
LIGHTED WITH
HIS GLORY

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY
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June 5

What does God purpose to do before the final destruction of
Babylon?

‘“After these things | saw another angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with
his glory” (Rev. 18:1).

“Power. Gr. exousia, ‘authority.” . . . This angel comes forth
from the throne room of the universe, commissioned to pro-
claim God’s last message of mercy and to warn the inhabitants
of earth of the imminent fate awaiting ‘Babyion the great.’

Lightened. Or, ‘illuminated.’ Despite satanic efforts to shroud
the earth in darkness, God now sets it ablaze with the giorious
light of saving truth.”—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 860.

In what special manner does God in mercy have the second
angel’s message repeated? Rev. 18:2.

“This scripture [Rev. 18:1, 2, 4] points forward to a time when
the announcement of the fall of Babylon, as made by the second
angel of Revelation 14 (verse 8), is to be repeated, with the
additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering
the various organizations that constitute Babylon, since that
message was first given, in the summer of 1844."— The Great
Controversy, p. 603.

What does God demand that we be for all the world to be
lighted? Matt. 5:14-16.

This text is referred to 264 times in the writings of Ellen White.
Few other scriptures did she mention so often, confirming the
importance that it should have in our thinking.

How can | prepare for participation in God’s final work? "

“As the time comes for it [message of the third angel] to be
given with greatest power, the Lord will work through humble
instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate them-
selves to His service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the
unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary institutions.
Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy
zeal, declaring the words which God gives them. The sins of
Babylon will be open. . . . By these solemn warnings the people
will be stirred. Thousands upon thousands will listen who have
never heard words like these.'—The Great Controversy, p. 606.

Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 383; vol. 9, p. 40; Counsels on Steward-
ship, p. 52.
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THE LAST CALL

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUOY

June 6
To whom is God’s last appeal particularly addressed?

“l heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that
ye receive not of her plagues™ (Rev. 18:4).

“God still has a people in Babylon; and before the visitation of
His judgments these faithful ones must be called out, that they
partake not of her sins and ‘receive not of her plagues.’ Hence
the movement symbolized by the ange! coming down from
heaven, lightening the earth with his glory and crying mightily
with a strong voice, announcing the sins of Babylon. In connec-
tion with his message the call is heard, ‘Come out of her, My
people.” These announcements, uniting with the third angel’s
message, constitute the final warning to be given to the inhabit-
ants of the earth.”"—The Great Controversy, p. 604.

At a time when confusion and iniquity reign in the world,
what does the Lord demand of His people? Phil. 2:14-16;
1 Peter 2.9.

““We are living in the last days of this earth’s history, in an age
of sin and corruption, and like Noah we are to so live that we
shall be a pleasure to God, showing forth the praises of Him
‘who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light’
(1 Peter 2:9)."—Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 90.

“'God requires His people to shine as lights in the world. It is
not merely the ministers who are required to do this, but every
disciple of Christ. Their conversation should be heavenly. And
while they enjoy communion with God they will wish to have
intercourse with their fellow men in order to express by their
words and acts the love of God which animates their hearts."—
Testimonies, vol. 2, pp. 122, 123.

How can | cooperate more effectively with heavenly agents
in carrying out the work of God?

“The prophecies in the eighteenth of Revelation will soon be
fulfilled. During the proclamation of the third angel’s message,
‘another angel’ is to ‘come down from heaven, having great
power,” and the earth is to be ‘lightened with his glory.” The
Spirit of the Lord will so graciously bless consecrated human
instrumentalities that men, women, and children will open their
lips in praise and thanksgiving, filling the earth with the knowl-
edge of God, and with His unsurpassed glory, as the waters
cover the sea.”—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 7, p. 984.

The Great Controversy, pp. 390, 611, 612.
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“The third angel followed them,
saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in
his hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out without mixture into the
cup of his indignation; and he shallbe
tormented with fire and brimstone in
the presence of the holy angels, and in
the presence of the Lamb’’ (Rev. 14:9,
10).

Through the first angel’s message
the Lord invites ‘them that dwell on
the earth, . . . every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people,” to
“fear God, and give glory to him; for
the hour of his judgment is come”
(verses 6, 7). Then, after announcing

the fall of Babylon by the proclamation-

of the second angel’s message, the
Lord calls those of His children who
are still scattered, again inviting them
to come out of the great city of
Eerdition in order not to participate in
er sins or have a part in her plagues.

To the third angel God entrusts the
task of warning allmen by pointing out
the tragic consequences which follow
the turning of a deaf ear to the Lord’s
calls of mercy. “The most fearful
threatening ever addressed to mortals
is contained in the third angel’s
message. That must be a terrible sin
which calls down the wrath of God
unmingled with mercy.””—The Story of
Redemption, p. 383.

““This message [Rev. 14:6-12] is the
last that will ever be given to the
world; and it will accomplish its work.
When those that ‘believed not the

truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness,’ (2 Thessalonians
2:12), shall be left to receive strong
delusion and to believe a lie, then the
lightof truthwill shine upon all whose
hearts are open to receive it, and all
the children of the Lord that remain in
Babylon will heed the call: ‘Come out
of her, My people’ (Revelation
18:4).”"—The Great Controversy, p.
390.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. The Third Angel
(Rev. 14:9)

2. The Beast and His Image
(Rev. 14:9)

3. The Mark of the Beast and
the Seal of God
(Rev. 1439, 10)

4. True and Faise Worship
(Rev. 14:11)

5. The Time of the Final
Crisis
(Rev. 13:16, 17)

6. Recompense and Punishment
(Rom. 8:18)
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Part 1
THE THIRD
ANGEL

INK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 8

What is told us about the third angel, and what do we know
about the time of his operation?

“The third angel followed them saying with a loud voice”
(Rev. 14:9).

The Greek word translated “followed” here means that the
third angel came after the first and the second angels and then
accompanied them. Thus the three angeis carry on their work
together until the end.

“When we began to present the light on the Sabbath ques-
tion, we had no clearly defined idea of the third angel’s message
of Revelation 14:9-12. The burden of our testimony as we came
before the people was that the great second advent movement
was of God, that the first and second messages had gone forth,
and that the third was to be given. We saw that the third mes-
sage closed with the words: ‘Here is the patience of the saints:
hereare they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus.' And we as clearly saw as we now see that these
prophetic words suggested a Sabbath reform; but as to what
the worship of the beast mentioned in the message was, or what
the image and the mark of the beast were, we had no defined
position.

“God by His Holy Spirit let light shine forth upon His servants,
and the subject gradually opened to their minds. It required
much study and anxious care to search it out, link after link. By
care, anxiety, and incessant labor has the work moved on until
the great truths of .our message, a clear, connected, perfect
whole, have been given to the world.”—Testimonies, vol. 1, pp.
78, 79.

The first and the third angels’ messages are to be proclaimed
"“with aloud voice.” This indicates that they areto be given in a
way that all the world will hear. This type of communication also
emphasizes the importance of the messages to be proclaimed.

“The message of the third angel is to prepare a people to
stand in these days of peril. It is to be proclaimed with a loud
voice and is to accomplish a work which few realize.”—
Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 94.

How will | escape if | neglect the study of this important
prophecy?

“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye
do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:
knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation. For the prophecy came notin old time by
the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter 1:19-21).

Early Writings, pp. 254-258.
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THE BEAST
AND HIS IMAGE

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 9

What earthly power is implicated with the beast spoken of in
the third angel's message?

“If any man worship the beast and his image” (Rev. 14:9).
(See also Rev. 13:2-8.)

“In chapter 13 (verses 1-10) is described another beast, . . . to
which the dragon gave ‘his power, and his seat, and great
authority.’ This symbol, as most Protestants have believed, rep-
resents the papacy, which succeeded to the power and seat and
authority once held by the ancient Roman empire. . . .

... This period, as stated in preceding chapters, began with
the supremacy of the papacy, A.D. 538, and terminated in 1798.
At that time the pope was made captive by the French army, the
papal power received its deadly wound, and the prediction was
fulfilled, ‘He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity." ”
—The Great Controversy, p. 439.

“After this, says the prophet, ‘his deadly wound was healed:
and all the world wondered after the beast.’ Paul states plainly
that the ‘man of sin’ will continue until the second advent.
2 Thessalonians 2:3-8. To the very close of time he will carry
forward the work of deception. And the revelator declares, also
referring to the papacy: ‘All that dwell upon the earth shali
worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life.’
Revelation 13:8."—The Great Controversy, p. 579.

Whatis the image to the beast spoken of in the third angel’s
message? Rev. 14:9; 13:12-17.

"By this first beast is represented the Roman Church, an
ecclesiastical body clothed with civil power, having authority to
punish all dissenters. The image to the beast represents another
religious body clothed with similar powers. The formation of
thisimage is the work of that beast whose peaceful rise and mild
professions render it so striking a symbol of the United States.
Here is to be found an image of the Papacy. When the churches
of ouriand, uniting upon such points of faith as are held by them
in common, shall influence the State to enforce their decrees
and sustain their institutions, then will Protestant America have
formed an image of the Roman hierarchy.”—The Story of Re-
demption, pp. 381, 382.

Itis time to understand that the fight of faith, soon to come,
will be something different from doctrinal disputes or from the
struggle against the carnal man. (Read Eph. 6:10-12.)

The Great Controversy, pp. 439-445.
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THE MARK OF
THE BEAST
AND THE SEAL
OF GOO

THINK IT THROUGH

92

FURTHER STUOY

June 10

What mark will distinguish those who worship the beast and
his image just before the end of time?

“If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead, orin his hand, the same shall drink of
the wine of the wrath of God” (Rev. 14:9, 10). (Compare 13: 16,
17.)

“Adventist interpreters understand this mark to be not a lit-
eral brand but some sign of allegiance that identified the bearer
as loyal to the power represented by the beast. The controversy
at that time will center on the law of God, and particularly on the
fourth command. . . . Hence the observance of Sunday will
constitute such a sign, but only at the time when the beast’s
power will be revived and Sunday observance becomes a matter
of compliance with civil law. Adventists hold that simultaneously
the third angel’s message will warn against the reception of the
mark (ch. 14:9-11). This message, swelling into a loud cry (ch.
18:1-4), will enlighten men as to the issues involved. When the
issues are thus clearly before them, and men nevertheless
choose to support an institution of the beast, knowing it to be in
direct opposition to the command of God, they thereby show
their allegiance to the power and receive the mark of the
beast.”"—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 822,

In contradistinction to the mark of the beast, what sign will
God's children receive? Rev. 7:3; 2 Cor. 1:22,

“As in ancient times a seal on an object testified to its owner-
ship, so the seal of God upon His people proclaims that He has
recognized them as His own (see 2 Tim. 2:19; cf. TM 446).

“The seal to be affixed upon God's faithful servants is ‘the
pure mark of truth,” the ‘mark’ of His ‘approval’ (3T 267). it
attests ‘likeness to Christ in character’' [EGW RH May 5, 1895).
...'The seal of God, the token or sign of His authority, is found in
the fourth commandment” (EGW ST Nov. 1, 1899; cf. GC
640)."—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 782.

Are you sure of your passport to enter the Holy City?

“Only those who receive the seal of the living God will have
the passport through the gates of the Holy City. But there are
many who take upon themselves responsibilities in connection
with the work of God who are not wholehearted believers, and
while they remain thus cannot receive the seal of the living God.
They trust in their own righteousness, which the Lord accounts
as foolishness.””—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 970.

Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 210-214.
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TRUE AND
FALSE WORSHIP

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY -

Jvune 11

The worship of the beast and his image implies hostility to
God’s law. What result naturally follows this open hostility?

“They have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast
and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his
name” (Rev. 14:11).

“When Sunday observance shall be enforced by law, and the
world shall be enlightened concerning the obligation of the true
Sabbath, then whoever shall transgress the command of God,
to obey a precept which has no higher authority than that of
Rome, will thereby honor popery above God. He is paying hom-
age to Rome and to the power which enforces the institution
ordained by Rome. He is worshiping the beast and his image. As
men then reject the institution which God has declared to be the
sign of His authority, and honor in its stead that which Rome has
chosen as the token of her supremacy, they will thereby accept
the sign of alliegiance to Rome—‘the mark of the beast.” And itis
not until the issue is thus plainly set before the people, and they
are brought to choose between the commandments of God and
the commandments of men, that those who continue in trans-
gression will receive ‘the mark of the beast.” "—The Great Con-
troversy, p. 449.

What sign distinguishes those who worship the true God?
Isa. 56:1, 2, 6, 7.

“While the worshipers of God will be especially distinguished
by their regard for the fourth commandment,—since this is the
sign of His creative power and the witness to His claim upon
man’s reverence and homage,—the worshipers of the beast will
be distinguished by their efforts to tear down the Creator’s
memorial, to exalt the institution of Rome.”—The Great Con-
troversy, p. 446.

What are you doing to prepare for that final test?

“Those who are uniting with the world are receiving the
worldly mold and preparing for the mark of the beast. Those
who are distrustful of self, who are humbling themselves before
God and purifying their souls by obeying the truth—these are
receiving the heavenly mold and preparing for the seal of God in
their foreheads. When the decree goes forth and the stamp is
impressed, their character will remain pure and spotless for
eternity.

“Now is the time to prepare.”"—Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 216.

The Great Controversy, pp. 445-450.
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Part 5

THE TIME OF
THE FINAL
CRISIS

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 12

What laws will be enacted by the religiopolitical power sym-
bolized by the image to the beast atthe time of the final crisis?

“He causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free
and bond, to recelve a mark in their right hand, or in their
foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell, save he thathad
the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of hisname”
(Rev. 13:16, 17). '

A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special sense,
to be made void in our land. The rulers of our nation will, by
legislative enactments, enforce the Sundaylaw, and thus God’s
people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in its
legislative councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences of
men in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing Sunday
observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against
those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, to
all intents and purposes, be made void in our land; and national
apostasy will be followed by national ruin."—Ellen G. White
Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 977.

What extreme measure will be taken as regards those who
refuse to receive the mark of the beast or to worship the image
to the beast? Rev. 13:15.

“In the issue of the conflict all Christendom will be divided
into two great classes, those who keep the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus, and those who worship the beast and
his image, and receive his mark.”"—Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 16.

“This is the story of the ages. Legislation in matters of religion
has ever been followed by persecution. It was so during the
Middle Ages: witness the massacre of the Waldenses and
others, at the hands of the civil power, to be sure, but prompted
by the dominant church of the day. In its attempt to make all
earth’s inhabitants give allegiance to the first beast . . . the
second beast will issue a decree threatening with death all who
maintain their loyalty to God.”—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol.
7, p. 822.

When will Sunday keeping become the mark of the beast?

“‘Sundaykeeping is not yet the mark of the beast, and will not
be until the decree goes forth causing men to worship this idol
sabbath. The time will come when this day will be the test, but
that time has not come yet.”—Elien G. White Comments, S.D.A.
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 977.

S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, pp. 975-977.
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Part 6
RECOMPENSE
AND PUNISHMENT

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 13

What does the apostle Paul teach concerning the sufferings
of this present life?

‘| reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed
in us” (Rom. 8:18). (Compare 2 Cor. 4:17, 18.)

“The anticipation of this future glory should sustain Chris-
tians in their afflictions here below. The sufferings may seem
great, but they are ‘light' compared with that ‘eternal weight of
glory’ which the afflictions are working out (2 Cor. 4:17). They
are for only a moment, but the glory will be eternal. They will
soon pass away, but the glory will never dim or diminish forever
and ever (1 Peter 1:14)."—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p.
569.

What terrible future awaits those who refuse to listen to the
solemn message of the third angel? Rev. 14:10, 11.

When the time of probation is past, God's judgments will be
poured out without mercy. The torments mentioned will proba-
bly be twofold: first, during the plagues when the enemies of
God's law will have “‘no rest day nor night” (verse 11), the end of
which will be the first death at the time of the glorious appearing
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (Rev. 19:19-21); and, sec-
ond, the final destruction at the time of the "‘second death”
(Rev. 20:14).

“The figure of the smoke ascending forever is doubtless
drawn from Isa. 34:10, where the desolation of Edom is de-
scribed. That the ancient prophet did not envision unending
fires is seen from the fact that following the conflagration,
concerning which he says, ‘The smoke thereof shall go up for
ever,’ the country becomes a desolate waste inhabited by wild
beasts (vs. 10-15). The figure denotes complete destructlon
—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 832.

“The theory of eternal torment is one of the false doctrines
that constitute the wine of the abomination of Babylon.”"—The
Great Controversy, p. 536.

What will be my position during the time of crisis?

“Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest
danger of falling under the power of satanic delusions and the
decree to compel the conscience. And even if they endure the
test they will be plunged into deeper distress and anguishin the
time of trouble, because they have never made it a habit to trust
in God. The lessons of faith which they have neglected they will
be forced to learn under a terrible pressure of discouragement.”
—The Great Controversy, p. 622.

The Great Controversy, pp. 535-537.
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“They that shall be of thee shall
build the old waste places: thou shalt
raise up the foundations of man
generations; and thou shalt be called,
The repairer of the breach, The
restorer of paths to dwell in” (Isa.
58:12).

““Who is it that shall build the old
waste places, and raise up the
foundation of many generations?
Where are the people who have had
light from heaven to see that a breach
has been made in the law of God?

“In the Revelation, John says, ‘The
temple of God was opened in heaven,
and there was seen 1n his temple the
ark of his testament.’ Rev. 11:19. John
saw in vision the Lord’s people looking
for His coming and searching for truth.
As the temple of God was opened
unto His people, the light of the law of
God, which was in the ark, shone
forth. Those who receive this light are
brouEht toview in the proclamation of
the third angel’s message.

“Thisis the people thatare repairing
the breachin the law of God. They see
that the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment has been supplanted
by a spurious sabbath, a day that has
no sanction in the Word of God. Amid
gr:eat opposition they become loyal to
their God, and take their position
under the standard of the third
angel. . ..

As the end approaches, the
testimonies of God'’s servants will
become more decided and more
powerful, flashing the light of truth
upon the systems of error and
oppression that have so long held the
supremacy. The Lord has sent us
messages for this time to establish
Christianity upon an eternal basis, and

all who believe present truth must
stand, notin their own wisdom, but in
God; and raise up the foundation of
many generations. These will be
registered in the books of heaven as
repairers of the breach, the restorers
of paths to dwell in. We are to maintain
the truth because itis truth, in the face
of the bitterest opposition. God is at
work upon human minds; itisnotman
alone that is working. The great
illuminating power is from Christ; the
brightness of His example is to be kept
betore the people in every dis-
course.”—Ellen G. White Comments,
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p.
1152.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. The Patience of the Saints
(Rev. 14:12)

2. The Commandments of God and
the Faith of jesus
(Rev. 14:12)

3. The Law and the Fourth
Commandment
(1 Cor. 7:19; 1 John 2:4)

4. The Law and Grace
(Rom. 3:20; Gal. 3:29)

5. To the Law and to the Testimony
(Isa. 8:20)

6. In the Spirit and Power of
Elijah
(Mal. 4:5)
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Part 1
THE PATIENCE
OF THE SAINTS

INK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 15
What Christian virtue does the angel mention first? Why?
"Here is the patience of the saints” (Rev. 14:12).

“Here the translation ‘steadfast endurance’ would be a more
suitable rendering. The context calls attention to the fearful
struggle with the beast and his image. Every attempt will be
made to force the remnant to join the movement promoted by
the second beast, inciuding the threat of boycott and death.
(Rev. 13:11-17). At the same time Satan will work with all ‘de-
ceivableness of unrighteousness’ (2 Thess. 2:10; cf. Matt.
24:24), making it appear that the power of God is manifest inthe
movement. Through ail this the faithful remnant steadfastly
endure and maintain their integrity. Their steadfastness merits
special commendation.”"—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p.
832.

What part does endurance play in the work of salvation?
Matt. 24:9-13; Heb. 10:35-39.

in these texts Jesus places the endurance of the saints in its
proper relation to the terrible conditions prevalent in the last
days—affliction, deception, iniquity, and genera! apostasy—
obstacles set up by the enemy to cause the saints to stumbie
and fail. The children of God will meet every temptation and
emerge victorious. Salvation is promised only to those who
endure to the end, remain faithful in spite of general apostasy,
and preserve their purity in a rising flood of iniquity.

“That this admonition [Heb. 10:35-39] is addressed to the
church in the last days is evident from the words pointing to the
nearness of the Lord’s coming: ‘For yet alittle while, and He that
shall come will come and will not tarry.’. .. The instruction here
given is especially adapted to the experience of Adventists at
this time. The people here addressed were in danger of making
shipwreck of faith. . . . Their only safe course was to cherish the
light which they had already received of God, hold fast to His
promises, and continue to search the Scriptures, and patiently
wait and watch to receive further light.”—The Great Con-
troversy, p. 408.

Has patience completed her perfect work in me? (See
James 1:2-4))

“Faith, patience, forbearance, heavenly-mindedness, trust in
your wise, heavenly Father, are the perfect blossoms which
mature amidst clouds and disappointments and bereave-
ments.”"—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary,
vol. 7, p. 934.

The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 465-468; Prophets and Kings, p.
437. :
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Part 2

THE COMMANDMENTS
OF GOD AND THE
FAITH OF JESUS

THINK IT THRDUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 16

What charactenstucs identify those who accept the third
angel’s message?

“Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and
the faith of Jesus” (Rev. 14:12).

“Keep the commandments of God. This statement is particu-
larly significant in its context. Led captive by Satan’s delusions,
the world will bow to the beast and its image, and carry out its
dictates and decrees. ... The saints, on the other hand, refuse to
comply with its demands. . . . In this dark hour the children of
God will cling to the Bible and refuse to give homage to any
power besides Christ. Among the many identifying features that
might have been mentioned, the prophet was directed to point
out two predominant ones, the keeping of the commandments
of God and of the faith of Jesus."—S.D.A. Bible Commentary,
vol. 7, pp. 832, 833.

Why should the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus
be the distinctive features of the remnant church? The patience
of the saints is characterized by the keeping of the command-
ments of God and by the faith of Jesus because these two
requirements are essential to Christian living. A second reason
for emphasizing these essential features is that false teaching
has long placed emphasis on salvation by works without faith,
and on faith without works.

Through the third angel’s message, the Lord desires to rees-
tablish the truth, and it falls to the church of the remnant to
proclaim it by word and deed. The Christian religion has always
been a matter of both faith and obedience. Luke reports, “'A
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith” (Acts
6:7). And speaking of his work, Paul said that his goal was to
lead to “‘obedience to the faith among all nations’ (Rom. 1:5).

“The enemy has ever labored to disconnect the law and the
gospel. They go hand in hand. . . .

“The law of Jehovah is the tree, the gospel is the fragrant
blossoms and fruit which it bears.”—Ellen G. White Comments,
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1073.

“Itis only as the law of God is restored to its rightful position
that there can be a revival of primitive faith and godliness
among His professed people.”—The Great Controversy, p.478.

“Inthe new birth the heartis brought into harmony with God,
as it is brought into accord with His law. When this mighty
change has taken place in the sinner, he has passed from
death unto life, from sin unto holiness, from transgression and
rebellion to obedience and loyalty.”—The Great Controversy,
p. 468.

The Great Controversy, pp. 466-468.
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Part 3

THE LAW AND
THE FOURTH
COMMANDMENT

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY
100

June 17

What are some of the étatements made by the apostles
proving that it is important for a Christian to keep the com-
mandments of God?

“Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing,
but the keeping of the commandments of God” (1 Cor. 7:19).

“He that saith, | know him, and keepeth not his command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:4).
(Compare ch. 5:2-4.)

“By the first angel, men are called upon to ‘fear God, and give
glory to Him,” and to worship Him as the Creator of the heavens
and the earth. In order to do this, they must obey His law. Says
the wise man: ‘Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this
is the whole duty of man.’ Ecclesiastes 12:13. Without obedi-
ence to Hiscommandments no worship can be pleasing to God.
‘This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.’ ‘He
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer
shall be an abomination.’ 1 John 5:3; Proverbs 28:9."—The
Great Controversy, p. 436.

Of all the Ten Commandments, why do we give so much
importance to the fourth? Ex. 31:17; Dan. 7:25.

There are at least two essential reasons for giving great im-
portance to the fourth commandment: First, observance of the
true day of rest in harmony with the law of God is a proof of our
fidelity to God’s authority as Creator. Second, the fourth com-
mandment is the one that the adversary has particularly at-
tacked, hoping to be able to “change times and laws."”

"“The seal of God’s law is found in the fourth commandment.
This only, of all the ten, brings to view both the name and the
titie of the Lawgiver. It declares Him to be the Creator of the
heavens and the earth, and thus shows His claim to reverence
and worship above all others. Aside from this precept, there is
nothing in the Decalogue to show by whose authority the law is
given. When the Sabbath was changed by the papal power, the
seal was taken from the law. The disciples of Jesus are cailed
upon to restore it by exalting the Sabbath of the fourth com-
mandment to its rightful position as the Creator’s memorial and
the sign of His authority."—The Great Controversy, p. 452.

Am | among those who keep the commandments of God as
they should be kept?

“Our work as believers in the truth is to present before the
world the immutability of the law of God. . . . We are to be
distinguished as a people who keep the commandments.”—
Testimonies, vol. 8, pp. 199, 200.

The Great Controversy, pp. 436-438.
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Part 4
THE LAW
AND GRACE

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 18
What is the role of the law in the work of salvation?

“By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in
his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin”’ (Rom. 3:20).
(Compare ch. 7:7.)

“The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that
we might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24).

. "Without the law, men have no just conception of the purity
and holiness of God or of their own guilt and uncleanness. They
have no true conviction of sin and feel no need of repentance.
Not seeing their lost condition as violators of God's law, they do
not realize their need of the atoning blood of Christ. The hope of
salvation is accepted without a radical change of heart or ref-
ormation of life. Thus superficial conversions abound, and mul-
titudes are joined to the church who have never been united to
Christ."—The Great Controversy, p. 468.

How does faith in Jesus complement the work of the law in
the salvation of men? Rom. 3:21-26; Gal. 5:5, 6.

The knowledge of sin is possible only by the law of God, and
justification is obtainable only “'by faith in Jesus Christ" (Rom.
3:22, RSV). Through the law the sinner is made conscious of his
guilt in the sight of God; through faith in Jesus he is freely
forgiven.

How does genuine faith express itself? James 2:14-26.

“The desire for an easy religion that requires no striving, no
self-denial, no divorce from the follies of the world, has made
the doctrine of faith, and faith only, a popular doctrine; but what
saith the word of God? . . . .

“The testimony of the word of God is against this ensnaring
doctrine of faith without works. It is not faith that claims the
favor of Heaven without complying with the conditions upon
which mercy is to be granted, it is presumption; for genuine
faith has its foundation in the promises and provisions of the
Scriptures.”—The Great Controversy, p. 472.

- Untit now, how have | shown my faith to be genuine? In what
ways have | proclaimed the third angel’'s message?

“The message of Christ's righteousness is to sound from one
end of the earth to the other to prepare the way of the Lord. This
is the glory of God, which closes the work of the third angel.”—
Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 19.

S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 8, pp. 1070-1073.
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Part 5
TO THE LAW
AND TO THE
TESTIMONY

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY
102

June 19

What is the basic prerequisite for ail ciaims to be teaching
the truth?

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not accord-
ing to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isa.
8:20). (Compare Luke 16:29-31.)

“To the law and to the testimony’ has the same meaning as
the expression used by Jesus to designate Scripture, ‘‘Moses
and all the prophets’ (Luke 24:27), or that used by Paul, “the law
and the prophets” (Rom. 3:21). “'Isaiah directs men away from
the words and wisdom of devils and men to the revealed wisdom
of God. . . . Isaiah here directs men to the Word of God as the
standard of truth and the guide to right living.”—S.D.A. Bible
Commentary, vol. 4, p. 144,

“To the law and to the testimony.” While conflicting doc-
trines and theories abound, the law of God is the one unerring
rule by which all opinions, doctrines, and theories are to be
tested. Says the prophet: ‘If they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.’ "—The Great
Controversy, p. 452.

According to the prophet isaiah, what particular reétoration
must repairers of the breach make? Isa. 58:12-14,

“This prophecy [Isa. 58:12-14] also applies in our time. The
breach was made in the law of God when the Sabbath was
changed by the Roman power. But the time has come for that
divine institution to be restored. The breach is to be repaired
and the foundation of many generations to be raised up.”"—The
Great Controversy, p. 453.

“Here [Isa. 58:8-14] are given the characteristics of those who
shall be reformers, who will bear the banner of the third angel's
message, those who avow themselves God’s commandment-
keeping people, and who honor God, and are earnestly en-
gaged, in the sight of all the universe, in building up the old
waste places."—Ellen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 4, p. 1151.

How can | aiso be a repairer of the breach?

“Let everyone be on guard, and be careful to be found stand-
ing in the gap to make up the breach, in place of standing at the
wall seeking to make a breach. Let all be careful not to make an
outcry against the only people who are fulfilling the description
given of the remnant people who keep the commandments of
God and have faith in Jesus, who are exalting the standard of
righteousness in these last days.”—Testimonies to Ministers,
pp. 57, 58.

The Great Controversy, pp. 451-456.
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Part-6

IN THE SPIRIT
AND POWER
OF ELIJAH

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 20

What did the Lord promise through the prophet Malachi
concerning the first and the second advents of Jesus?

‘“Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the com-
ing of the great and dreadful day of the Lord” (Mal. 4:5).

Even though this prophecy has already been fulfilled in the
person of John the Baptist, the context clearly shows that it will
have another fulfillment before *‘the great and dreadful day of
the Lord,” “that shall burn as an oven” (Mal. 4:5, 1). “John the
Baptistwent forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the
way of the Lord: . . . He was a representative of those iiving in
these last days to whom God has entrusted sacred truths to
present before the people to prepare the way for the second
appearing of Christ.”—Testimonies, vol. 3, pp. 61, 62.

What did Malachi state was the work to be accomplished,
and what explanation did the angel give Zacharias concern-
ing this message? Mal. 4:6; Luke 1:16, 17.

The work of John the Baptist, like that of the prophet Elijah,
was to lead the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God, "‘the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord" (Luke 1:17).

"“The very work accomplished by Elijah and John the Baptist
is needed today. In these days of moral corruption and spiritual
blindness there is need of voices that wiil fearlessly prociaim the
coming of the Lord to the people of earth. The caii of this hour is
for men and women who will order their lives as did John and
Elijah of oid, and who will cail upon others to do the same. There
is needed a work of earnest reform, not only without the church,
but within it as well. God calls upon ali who would love and serve
Him to go forth ‘in the spirit and power of Elijah’ (3T 61, 62)."—
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 675.

How deep is my concern for the unfinished task before us?

“In this time of well-nigh universal apostasy, God calis upon
His messengers to proclaim His law in the spirit and power of
Elias. As John the Baptist, in preparing a people for Christ’s first
advent, called their attention to the Ten Commandments, so we
are to give, with no uncertain sound, the message: ‘Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come.’
With the earnestness that characterized Elijah the prophet and
John the Baptist, we are to strive to prepare the way for Christ’'s
second advent.”—Eilen G. White Comments, S.D.A. Bible
Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1184,

Testimonies, vol. 3, pp. 61-64.
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“He which testifieth these things
saith, Surely | come quickly” (Rev.
22:20).

The Apocalypse opens with the
words ‘‘the Revelation of Jesus
Christ.”” ““In Greek, as in English, this
phrase may be understood . . . to be
either a revelation from jesus or one
that reveals Him."-—S.D.A. Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 728. In reality,
the Apocalypse is both a revelation of
God given by jesus Christ as the
intermediary and one that reveals
Jesus Christ Himself, Him ““which is,
and which was, and which is to come”
(Rev. 1:4). Certainly, as Ellen White so
aptly stated, “All revelation to men
comes through Christ, and all centers
in Him.”—Ellen G. White Comments,
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p.
953. This is particularly true in this
marvelous book where we have “the
testimony of Jesus Christ” revealed to
His church and therevelation given by
the ““faithful and true witness.”

Like the propheton Patmos, we now
await the glorious appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ, as foretold from the
first page to thelast of the Apocalygse.
This time the revelation will not be
made through the intermediary of
witnesses or visions, butin reallty and
face-to-face. His promise is certain: I
Jesus have sent mine anEeI to testify
unto you these thingsin the churches.
.. .Surely | come quickly” (Rev.22:16,
20).
“The Lord . . . is soon coming, and
we must be ready and waiting for His
appearing. Oh, how glorious it will be

to see Him and be welcomed as His
redeemed ones! Long have we waited,
but our hope is not to grow dim. If we
can but see the King in His beauty we |
shall be forever blessed. | feel as if |
must cry aloud: ‘Homeward bound!’
We are nearing the time when Christ
will come in power and great glory to
take His ransomed ones to their
eternal home.”"—Testimonies, vol. 8,
p. 253.

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

1. The Son of Man in Glory
(Rev. 14:14)

2. The Harvest of the Earth
(Rev. 14:15, 16)

3. The Vintage
(Rev. 14:18)

4. On the Sea of Glass
(Rev. 15:2)

5. The Song of the Redeemed
(Rev. 15:3) ‘

6. “Even So, Come, Lord Jesus”’

(Rev. 22:17)
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June 22
Part 1 What is John’s description of the coming of the Son of man
THE SON OF in glory?
MAN IN GLORY

“llooked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one
sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden
crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle” (Rev. 14:14). (Compare
1:7; 19:11-16.)

The fact that the glorious return of Jesus Christ is to follow
immediately after the proclamations of the three angels shows
that their messages constitute God’s last call, His final warning.

In Revelation 1:7 the prophet of Patmos affirmed that “every
eye shall see him,” even ‘‘they also which pierced him."” In
chapter 14, verses 14 to 18, the reason for His return is evinced:
He comes to ‘‘reap; for the harvest of earth is ripe,” to “‘gather
the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe."
Finally, in the vision of chapter 19 Jesus appears with His
triumphal retinue as “King of kings, and .Lord of lords.”

In what points do these descriptions of our Lord’s return
reaffirm the promises made previously? Matt. 24:30, 31; 26:64;
Acts 1:9-11.

“No human pen can portray the scene; no mortal mind is
adequate to conceive its splendor. . . . [Hab. 3:3, 4 quoted.] As -
the living cloud comes still nearer, every eye beholds the Prince
of life. No crown of thorns now mars that sacred head; but a
diadem of glory rests on His holy brow. His countenance out-
shines the dazzling brightness of the noonday sun. ‘And He hath
on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of kings,
and Lord of lords.’ Revelation 19:16.""—The Great Controversy,
p. 641.

THINK IT THROUGH Is the promise of our Lord’s return the “blessed hope” for
me personally?_

“‘We are pilgrims and strangers who are waiting, hoping, and
praying for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. If we believe this and bring itinto
our practical life, what vigorous action would this faith and
hope inspire; what fervent love one for another; what careful
holy living for the glory of God; and in our respect for the
recompense of the reward, what distinct lines of demarcation
would be evidenced between us and the world."—Evangelism;
p. 220.

FURTHER STUOY The Great Controversy, pp. 299-303.
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THE HARVEST
OF THE EARTH

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 23

What order was given by the angel to Him that was seated
upon the cloud having “in his hand a sharp sickle”?

“Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee
to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. And he that sat on
the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was
reaped’’ (Rev. 14:15, 16).

“Verses 15-20 [of Revelation 14] describe the great harvest at
the end of all things. The harvest comprehends two distinctive
events. One is described invs. 16, 17, and the otherin vs. 18-20.
The first refers to the gathering of the righteous, represented
here by ripened grain, as shown in the Greek by the word
translated ‘ripe.’ The second refers to the wicked, represented
by the clusters of ‘fully ripe’ grapes.”—S.D.A. Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, p. 834.

What figure did Jesus use to illustrate the harvest of the
world? What did He warn would happen at that time? Matt.
13:24-30, 36-43.

“ ‘The field,” Christ said, 'is the world." But we must under-
stand this as signifying the church of Christ in the world. The
parable is adescription of that which pertains to the kingdom of
God, His work of salvation of men; and this work is ac-
complished through the church. True, the Holy Spirit has gone

~ outinto ali the world; everywhere it is moving upon the hearts of

men; but itis in the church that we are to grow and ripen for the
garner of God.”—Christ's Object Lessons, p. 70.

What will the Lord do before His return to cause the harvest
to ripen? Joel 2:23, 28, 32.

“If this prophecy of Joel met a partial fulfillment in the days of
the apostles [Acts 2:17, 18], we are livingin atimewhenitisto be
even more evidently manifest to the people of God.”—Ellen G.
White Comments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1175.

“Near the close of earth’s harvest, a special bestowal of
spiritual grace is promised to prepare the church for the coming
of the Son of man. This outpouring of the Spiritis likened to the
falling of the latter rain; and it is for this added power that
Christians are to send their petitions to the Lord of the harvest,
‘inthe time of the latter rain.” "—The Acts of the Apostles, p.55. -

How can | assure that | will be among the harvest of the
saved?

Christ's Object Lessons, “‘Tares,” pp. 70-75.
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THE VINTAGE

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

108 .

June 24

Besides the harvesting of ripened grain, what other eventis
to take place at the time of Christ's return?

“Another angel came out from the altar, which had power
over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp
sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clus-
ters of the vine of the earth; forher grapes are fully ripe” (Rev.
14:18).

In former times there were two harvests in Israel, that of
ripened grains in late spring, and the vintage inthe fall when the
grapes were ripe on the vines. Jesus is pictured here using a
sickle for both crops. Here the two harvests are recalled to
represent, on the one hand, the gathering of the redeemed
whom God will take to His celestial granary and, on the other,
the sinners who will be cast “into the great winepress of the
wrath of God" (v: 19).

Then what is the significance of the vintage ? Rev. 14:19, 20;
Joel 3:13, 14, )

Whereas the harvest is entrusted to Him who is seated upon

- the clouds—the Son of man—it is to an angel that the negative

work of condemnation is ascribed, represented by the vintage.
The angel who gives the order to gather the grapes has power
over the fire, by.which the judgments of God will be poured out
on the earth. He comes out from the altar, under which are
found *‘the souls of them that were slain for the word of God,
and: for the testimony which they held,” who question impa-
tiently, “How Iong O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge
and avenge our. blood on them that dwell on the earth?’ (Rev.
6:9, 10).

Whereas details of the harvest of ripened grain can-hardly be
described more briefly, those given of the vintage make one
shudder. This is because these awesome particulars must serve
as a forceful warning to them who have not yet taken the mes-
sages of the three angels seriously.

With what figures did Jesus describe this same scene in His
parables? Matt. 13:41, 42, 47-50. -

Everyone will reap exactly what he has sown.

“‘Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
sowetvh, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” (Gal. 6:7, 8).

Christ's Object Lessons, “The Net,” pp. 122, 123.
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Part 4
ON THE SEA
OF GLASS

June 25

Where did John see gathered those who were victorious
over the beast and his image?

“I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them
that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over hisimage,
and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on
the sea of glass, having the harps of God” (Rev. 15:2).

“Christ’s true disciples follow Him through sore conflicts,
enduring self-denial and experiencing bitter disappointment;
butthis teaches them the guiltand woe of sin, and they are led to
look upon it with abhorrence. Partakers of Christ’s sufferings,
they are destined to be partakers of His glory. In holy vision the
prophet saw the ultimate triumph of God’s remnant church. . ..

“ ... The vision of the prophet pictures them as standing on
Mount Zion, girt for holy service, clothed in white linen, which is
the righteousness of the saints. But all who follow the Lamb in
heaven must first have followed Him on earth, not fretfully or
capriciously, but in trustful, loving, willing obedience, as the
flock follows the shepherd.”—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 590,
591.

Who are they who stand before the throne and before the
Lamb? From where do they come? Rev. 7:13-15.

“The heirs of God have come from garrets, from hovels, from
dungeons, from scaffolds, from mountains, from deserts, from
the caves of the earth, from the caverns of the sea. On earth they
were ‘destitute, afflicted, tormented.’ . . . They stand before the
throne clad in richer robes than the most honored of the earth
have ever worn. They are crowned with diadems more glorious
than were ever placed upon the brow of earthly monarchs.”—
The Great Controversy, p. 650.

For what reason are the redeemed of earth clad in white
robes before the throne and before the Lamb? Rev. 7:14.

“The reason for the purity of the robes is given. The saints are
triumphant, not on their own account, but because of the vic-
tory won by Christ on Calvary. . . . The battle is against sin;
righteousness is the victory; Christ’srighteousness has won the
victory; and upon accepting His righteousness sinners become
both righteous and victorious.—S.D.A. Bible Commentary,
vol. 7, p. 785.

“Those whom the Lamb shall lead by the fountains of living
waters, and from whose eyes He shall wipe away all tears, will be
those now receiving the knowledge and understanding re-
vealed in the Bible, the Word of God.”—Ellen G. White Com-
ments, S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 970.
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FURTHER STUDY
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June 26

What is the title of the song to be sung by the redeemed of
earth? Why is it appropriate?

“They sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works,
Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of
saints” (Rev. 15:3). (See also ch. 14:3.)

“The experience is of such a personal nature that only those
who pass through it can appreciate its significance. To them the
song is a treasured and comprehensive summation of the ex-
periences through which they have passed in the closing stages
of the conflict between good and evil.”"—S.D.A. Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, p. 826.

“Song of Moses. This is undoubtedly a reference to the song
of deliverance after Israel crossed the Red Sea (Ex. 15:1-21).
That song celebrated the deliverance from Egyptian oppres-
sion; the new song, deliverance from the tyranny of ‘Babylon
the great’ (Rev. 17:5). . . .

“The deliverance of the saints was wrought by Christ, the
Lamb of God . . ., and it is but natural that He should be adored
and exalted in the song of deliverance.”—S.D.A. Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 7, p. 836.

What are the words of the song of Moses and the Lamb?
Rev. 15:3, 4.

“God carries with Him the sympathy and approval of the
whole universe as step by step His great plan advances to its
complete fulfiliment. . . . It will be seen that all who have for-
saken the divine precepts have placed themselves on the side of
Satan, in warfare against Christ. When the prince of this world
shall be judged, and all who have united with him shali share his
fate, the whole universe as witnesses to the sentence will de-
clare, ‘Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints.’ Revela-
tion 15:3."—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 79.

“Then shall | know even as also | am known” (1 Cor. 13:12).

“When the redeemed stand in the presence of God, they will
see how shortsighted were their conclusions as to what heaven
records as success. As they review their efforts to achieve suc-
cess they will see how foolish were their plans, how petty their
supposed trials, how unreasonable their doubts. They will see
how often they brought failure to their work by not taking God at
His word. And one truth will stand out in clear lines: that posi-
tion does not prepare a man for entrance into the heavenly
courts."—Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 28.

The Great Controversy, pp. 648-652.



“Behold, He Cometh With Clouds” LESSON 13 [J Friday

. Part 6
“EVEN SO, COME,
LORD JESUS”

THINK IT THROUGH

FURTHER STUDY

June 27

in view of the wonderful promises given us, what should we
say and do?

“The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Rev.
22:17).

“Everyone who hears is to repeat the invitation [of Rev.
22:17). Whatever one's calling in life, his firstinterest should be
to win souls for Christ. He may not be able to speak to congrega-
tions, but he can work for individuals. To them he can com-
municate the instruction received from his Lord. Ministry does
not consist alone in preaching. Those minister who relieve the
sick and suffering, helping the needy, speaking words of com-
fort to the desponding and those of little faith.”—The Desire of
Ages, p. 822.

“Christ presents to us who are athirst the water of life, that we
may drink freely; when we do this we have Christ withinus as a
well of water springing up into everlasting life. Then our words
are full of moisture. We are prepared to water others.”—
Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 51.

What assurance does Jesus give to His church at the close
of His testimony? What should be our response? Rev. 22:20.

“Come, Lord Jesus. This exclamation is John's response to
the testimony of Jesus, who assures the apostle that He is
coming quickly. .. .John was probably reminded of that nightin
the upper room, more than half a century before, when he heard
Jesus declare, ‘I will come again’ (John 14:3). ... Now, while in
holy vision, John is given one last assurance that his blessed
Lord is to return, and that, quickly. This assurance comes from
the lips of his Master Himself, the faithful and true witness. His
heart thrills at the words, and with eager anticipation he looks
forward to the day when in reality, not in vision, he will see his
biessed Lord face to face.”—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, vol. 7,
pp. 898, 899.

Whatis my response to the Saviour'sdeclaration, “Behoid, |
come quickly”?

"Everyone who heareth is to say: Come. Not only the minis-
ters, but the people. All are to join in the invitation. Not only by
their profession, but by their character and dress, all are to have
a winning influence. They are made trustees for the world,
executors of the will of One who has bequeathed sacred truth to
men.'—Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 207.

The Great Controversy, pp. 302, 303.
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Lessens for 3rd Quanier / 1980

Sabbath School members who have not received a copy of the Adult Les-
sons for the third quarter of 1980 will be helped by the following outline in
studying the first two lessons. The title of the series is “‘Job, Pain, and

Healing.”

First Lesson

A MAN GOD TRUSTED. Memory Text, Job 1:1.
1. A Man Respected (Job 29:8-11)
2. Humble and Honest (Job 31.:5-8)
3. Faithful to His Wife (Job 31:9, 10)
4. Concerned About the Poor (Job 31:16-22)
5. Not Ruined by Riches (Job 31:24-28)
6. Loving His Enemies (Job 31:29, 30)

Second Lesson

WHEN DISASTER STRUCK. Memory Texts, Job 1:21, TEV; Job
2:10, TEV.
1. Before the Storm (Job 1:2, 3)
2. Trouble Brewing (Job 1:9-11)
3. Tragedy Strikes (Job 1:18, 19)
4. Initial Response (Job 1:20-22)
5. Three “Friends” (Job 2:11, 12)
6. A Light Grows Dim (Job 3:2-7)

Art and photo credits: Art design by Ichiro Nakashima. Cover and lesson 2, Charles Zingaro,
artist, © PPPA; lesson 1, Clyde Provonsha, artist, © PPPA; lesson 3, Review Pictures; lesson 5,
Religious News Service; lesson 6, D. Tank; iesson 8, Harry Anderson, artist, © PPPA; lesson 9,
Eric Kreye; lesson 10, Hobart, A. Devaney, Inc.; lesson 11, Paul B. Ricchiuti, Ewing Galloway;
lesson 12, J. Byron Logan, Review & Herald; lesson 13, Peter J. Rennings, artist, © PPPA.

L@ssons N Brallle

The reguiar Adult Sabbath School Lessons are availabie free each monthin
Braille and 162/ rpm records to blind and physicaily handicapped persons
who cannot read normal inkprint. This includes individuals who because of
arthritis, multipte sclerosis, paralysis, accidents, old age, and so forth,
cannot hold or focus on normal inkprint publications. Contact the Christian
Record Braille Foundation, Box 6097, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506.
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For a limited time, |
as a special offer during this
General Conference session year,
you can purchase the SDA Bible Commentary
set or individual volumes at 1978 prices: Regularly '
$179.75 per set and $19.75 per volume,. these
books are on sale now for only $149.95 per set and
$16.95 per volume. If you've been putting off -
purchasing a set of these fine reference and study
books or buying individual books in the set to complete
your partial set at home, now is the time to act.
These books will never be this. low again!

“from
your local
Adventist

Book: Center

~or ABC Mailing
Service, P.O. Box
37485, Omaha,
Nebraska 68137. In
Canada, Box 398,
Oshawa, Ontario L1H
_7L5. Please include
State sales tax where
‘necessary, and add

10 percent for mailing.



) TIMES SIGNS MESSAGE  CENTINELA*
When purchased in U.S.A. 5.50 3.50 4.50 2.75 ;

10-99 to one address 4.75 3.25 4.00 2.50
100 or more to one address 4.60 2.95 3.75 2.25
When purchased in Canada 6.50 4.20 5.50 4.70
10-99 to one address 5.75 3.90 5.00 4.40
100 or more to one address 5.60 3.55 4,75 4.10

Israelite—for your Jewish friends $4.00

In U.S.A. add $1.00 to prices of THESE TIMES, SIGNS, and EL CENTINELA, or 75 cents to price of MESSAGE for
each subscription for overseas areas.

*Also available in French and Portuguese. .

Journals mailed outside your country may require extra postage. Fdr full particulars consult your church lay activi-
ties secretary or Adventist Book Center.

Prices effective through December 31, 1980. Order through your local church lay activities secretary or
Adventist Book Center.




Brought to you
by Pacific Press

£

LIVING GOD’S JOY
by Douglas Cooper

How do you find the kind
of joy that makes life all
worthwhile, that makes
you a person who has
something to contribute to
everyone you meet, the
kind of joy that eliminates
the destructive forces of
worry and fear from your
life and frees you to live
and love as a whole per-
son? Discover the answer
in this remarkable book.

IVNE
CODS

LIVING GOD’S
LOVE
by Douglas Cooper

Loving people is some-
times easy and fun. Some-
times it is the hardest
work in the world. But it is
always the most reward-
ing. Love is the basis of
the Ten Commandments—
to tove and respect God,
and to love our neighbor
as ourselves, This book
will tell you how to love
the unlovely and be an
expert at it.

Available now for U.S. $3.50
each at your Adventist
Book Center.

GOD’S PROMISES
SOLVE MY
PROBLEMS

by Gienn Coon

Have you ever been puz-
zled as to how God's
promises work? Others
may talk about answers to
prayer, but somehow you
do not experience such
wonders. The author un-
derstands such questions
and doubts and has de-
voted his long ministry to
making '‘the science of
Christianity”” understand-
able and personal.

Glenn A. COQQ :
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