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THE SECOND "ADVENT:

t
MANNER, OBJECT, AND NEARNESS OF THE EVENT.

-
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Texr: Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father’s house.are many man-
sions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a plaece for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, } will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be slso. John 14:1-3.

JEsUS was soon to leave his disciples and agcend o
the Father., And in his words of instruction and-con-
solation he was preparing their minds for that event »
which would prove a grief to them. His presence
constituted their joy. “His absence would be their
sorrow. “Can the children of the bridechamber
mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? But
the days will comeé, when the bridegroom shall be taken
from them, and ihen shall they Tast.” Matt. 9 : 15,
The real friends of our Lord will ever desire his¥&ngi-
ble presence. Worldly professors, whose a&'Ceﬁmns .
are placed upon the things of this life, will enjoy his
absence quite as well. And while a Worldly church |

may treat with indifference, or reject, or even scoff at,
the Bible doctrine of the soon return of the Lomﬁﬁose
who truly love their divine Master will receive the’
word relative to his coming with all gladness.

Our Lord was tenderly mtroducmo' to his disciples
the subject of his ascent to T-Iea,ven ¢ Little chil-
dren, yet a little while I am with you.” John 13:33.

« Simon Peter said unto- him, Lord, whither goest
thou?- Jesus answered him, Whither T go, thou canst
not-follow me now ; but thou shalt follow me after-
wards.” Verse 36. This statement caused distress and
consternation in the minds of the disciples, and*led
Peter to say to his Lord,-“ Why cannot-I follow thee
now? I will lay down my life for thy sake.” Verse ,

@
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37. Then follow the comforting words of the text,
assuring the sorrowing disciples that their Lord would
come again, and receive them to himself. With such
a faith and hope, the waiting chulch of Jesus Chust
may well ging :—
¢ How bright the vision! Oh! how long
Shall this glad hour delay ?

Fly swifter round, ye wheels of time,
‘And bring the. welcome day.”

And while the church waits in joyous expectation
of speedy deliverance, her Lord ‘saith, Surely, I
come quickly,” to which the church 1esponds, “ Amen.
Even o, come, Lord Jesus.” Rev. 22:20. The cer-
tainty of the second advent of Christ, the manner and
object of his coming, and the nearness of the event, are
points of ihrilling mueresl: to all who love our Lord
Jesus 1"111'1st

HE WILL APPEAR.

He will appear the second time. Paunl speaks di-
rectly upon this:point: ¢ 8o Christ was once offered
w0 bear the sins of many. And unio.them that look
for him, shall he appear the second time without sin
nnto salvation.,” Xeb. 9:28." Again he says, *“ Look-
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Ti-
tus'2:15. Another apostle testifies to this point thus :
“ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for we

- ghall see him as heis.” 1 John 3:2

PERSOVAL AND VISIBLE.

The sccond advent of Christ will be personal and
visible.  This proposition is sustained by ‘a large
amount of uestunony from the highest authority.

1. The Son of God himself, When addressing his
ghsclples upon the subject of his second advent, pomted
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'THE SECOND ADVENT. 3

forward to the generation that should witness the signis
of that event in the sun, moon, and stars, and said,

“They shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds

of heaven with power and great. s;lor_y Mait., 24 :
30. See also Mark 13 : ”6 14:62; Luke 21:27;
John 14 : » )

2. Holy‘ zmorels at his ascension made a most definite
and decisive declaration relative to his personal and vis-
ible second advent. When Jesus ascended from the
Mount of Olives, his disciples looked steadfastly to-
ward heaven to catch the last glimpse of their Lord
as he was taken up from them. And as a cloud was
receiving him from their sight, ““ behold, two men [an-

. gels] stood by them in white apparel, which.also said,
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? Thissame Jesus which is taken up 5 from you
into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.” Acis 1:10,11. The doc-
trine of the personal and visible appearing of our divine
Lord here rests upon the veracity of the two holy ones
in white, who testified that the same Jesus would re-
turn again from heaven, in like manner as he ascended
up to heaven. And in agreement with these woirds of
assurance are those of the Revelation : “ Behold, he
cometh with clouds, and every eye sha.ll see‘mm
Rev. T:7.

3. Paul testifies to the personal and visible second
advent of Christ in language not to be misunderstood.
“The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the
trump of God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
1 Thess. 4 :'16, 17. Seealso Titus 2:3; 1 John 3: 4.

RESURRECTION OF THE JUST.

At the second edming of Christ, the voice of the
Archangel will be heard, the n'ghteous dead will be
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. raised, and the living righteous will be changed to im-
mortality. It is then that victory over death and the
grave is triumphantly shouted by all who receive the
gift of eternal life at the last trump. “Behold, I
show yon a mystery : We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trump ; for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immorial-
ity. So when this corruptible shall have put on incor-
rupiion, and this mortal shall have put on immorial-
icy, then shall be brought to pass the saying thas is
written, Death is swallowed up in vietory. O death,
- where is thy sting? O grave, v vhele is thy vxctmy’l”
1 Cor. 15 : 51-55. :

Again the apostle sets forth the hope and joy of the
true church of Jesus Chuist in all ages, while passing
through persecutions and great ullbula tion, and while
her members have been falhn(r under the power of
deash and the grave, in these conso]ing words : ““But
I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con-
ceruing them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope. For if we believe
thai Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  [God
brought Christ from the dead, and will also byi ing
from the dead, with Chuist, all the righteous dea,d]
Tor this we say unto you by the word of the Loxd,
that we which are alive and remain unto. the coming
of the Lord shall not prevent {go before] them which
-are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel,
and with the trump of -God ; and the dead in Christ
shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be
with the Lord. ‘Wherefore, comfort one another with
these words.” 1 Thess. 4:13-18,

-
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‘When this visible union of the Redeemer and the
redeemed shall take place, then the church will be no
more sepatated from her adorable Lord, but, with all
the endowments of immortality, will ever be with him.

DESTRUC':_I‘ION OF THE WICKED.

When the Lord shall appear the second time, sin-
ners then living will be destroyed by fire, and the
earth will be desolated. ¢ And to you who are troubled,
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be révealed
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire tak-
ing vengeance on them that know not God, and thae
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall
be punished with everlasting desiruction from the pres-
ence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;
when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and
to be admired in all them tha,t believe in that day.”
2 Thess. 1:7-10. “ And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit,
of hig mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming.” Chap. 2:8. '

The man of sin, the papacy, is to be destroyed with
the brighiness of "Christ’s coming. And, at the same
wime, those that know not God, the heauhen, and those
shat obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
will perish under the vengeance of flaming fire tha,u
attends the revelation of the Son of God from heaven.
When the heathen, the papists, and all others who do
not obey the gospel of Christ, shall be destroyed, there
cannot be one wicked person living.

Christ’s explanation of the parable of the tares of
the field proves the destruction of all wicked men who
shall be living at the time of his second coming.
“The field is the world ; the good seed are the chil-
dren of the kingdom ; but the tares are the children
of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the
reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are
gathered and burned in the fire ; so shall it be in the
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end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth
his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom
all thmas that offend, and them which do unqmty,
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire” Matt,
13 :38-42. That will be a clean work. When all
chings that offend, and they which do iniquity, shall
be gathered out of the earth, there cannot be one sin-
ner left in it _

The prophet describes the day of the destruction of
the wicked, and the desolation of the earth, in these
fearful words : “Behold, the day of the Lord cometh,
cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the
land desolate ; and he shall destroy the sinners there-
of out ofit.” TIsa. 13:9. ¢ Behold, the Lord maketh
the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it
upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants
thereof” Chap. 24:1. “The land shall be utterly
emptied, and utterly spoiled ; for the Lord hath spoken
chis word.” Verse-3. . .

The voice of the Lord proclaimed to the prophet the
blindness and deafness of apostate Israel, which led
him, in anxiety and anguish of spirit, to cry, “Lord,
how long? And the Lord answered, ¢ Until the cit-
ies be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses with-
out man, and the land be utterly desolate.” Isa.
6:11.

God speaks by the weeping prophet. The terrors
of the day of the coming of the Son of man are por-
trayed in most feaiful words. In the general slaughter
there will be no escape for wicked men, though their
profession be as high as Heaven.  “Thus saith the
Lord of hosts, Behold evil shall go forth from nation
to nation, and a great whirhvind shall be raised up
from the coasts of the earth. .And the slain of the
Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth
even unto the other end of the earth : they shall not
be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried ; they shall
be dung upon the nxound Howl ye shephelds, and
ey ; and wallow }ou1sclves m bhe ashes, ye PllllClP.ll

-
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of the flock ; for the days of your slaughter and ot
your (hspem)ons are accomplished : and ye shall fall
like a plensant vessel. And the shepherds shall have
no way to flec, nor the principal of the flock to escape.”
Jer. 25 : 52-355.

Isaiah is earricd forward in prophetic vision to the
point of time just prior to the general desolation, and
describes the state of things When false profe°sor<~
shall he aroused to their lost condition. “Now will
I rise, saith the Lord; now will I be exalied ; now
will I lift up myself. Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall
bring forth siubble : your breath, as fire, shall ‘devour
you. And the people shall be as 'the burnings of lime:
as thorns cu} up shall they be burned in the fire.
Hear, ye thai are far off, what I have ‘done; and, yo
that are near, aclnowledge my might. The sinners in
Zion are afr ud fearfulness hath surprised the hypo-
crites,  Who mlonn us shall dwell with the devour-
ing fire? who among us shall dwell with ev e1hstmv
bmnmvs”’ Isa..- 23 +10-14.

A«a.m the Lord hath spoken by another prophet :
«T will witer ly consume all things from off the land,
saith the Lord. I will consume man and beass; I
will consume the fowls of the heaven, and she fishes
of the sea, and the stumblingblocks with the wicked :
and I will cut off man from off the land, saith the
Lord.” Zeph. 1:2,3. “The great day{uf the Lord
ig near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice
of the day of the Lord. The mighty man shall cry
there bitterly.. Thais day is a day of wraih, & day of
srouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolaiion,
a day of darlmess and gloominess, a day of clouds and
vhick darkness, a day of the tmmpot and alarm sgainsi
¢he fenced ciites, and against the high towors. And I
will bring disiress upon men, that they shall walk like
blind men, because they have sinned against the Lord :
and -their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their
fesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold
shall be able {0 deliver them in the day of the Lord’s

-
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wrath ; but the whole land shall be devoured by the
fire of his jealousy : for he shall make even a speedy
riddance of all them that dwell in the land.” Verses
14-18. “Therefore wait ye upon ime, soith the Lord,
until the day that I rise up to the prey : for my de-
termination is vo gather the nations, that T may assem-
ble the kingdoms, to powr upon them mine indignation,
even all my fierce anger: for all the ewth shall be
devoured with the fire of my jealousy,” Chap. 3:8.

PROMINENT AND IMPORTANT.

The second coming of Christ is a subject of great
importance to the church.. This is evident from the
anmount of testimony relotive to it, in connection with
the resurrection of the just and the Judgment, found
both in the Old and New Testaments. The inspired
writers, in their threateidings againsithe ungodly, in
vheir words of hope and encouragement for the saints,
and in their exhortations %o repentance and holy liv-
ing, hold up the great {act of the secoud coming of
ihe Son of man, ss that which should alarm and
arouse, and also corafort the people of Cod.

Before Adam passed {rom the stage of life, Enoch,
whe seventh in the line of his descendants, proclaimed

- this doctrine in the ears of the impenitent, ¢ Behold,”
said he, “the Lord eometh with ten thousand of his
saints, to execute judgment wupon all” Jude 14.
Aund as we pass from book to book through the Bi-
ble, we find that the prophats, Jesus, and the apostles,
have made the same use of the docirine; and in the
very last boolz, John describes a eoming day, when all
classes and ranks of mea, because they have not pre-
pared for the coming of Christ, will call for rocks and
mountains to fall on them, and hide them from the
overwhelming glory of lis presence, as he appears in
the clouds of heaven. Rev. 6:14-17.

Christ’s coming is also held prominently forth in
the sacred writings, as the time when whe righteous
will be rewarded.  “ When the chief Shepherd shall
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appear,” says Peter, ¢ ye shall receive a crown of glo-
ry vhat fadeth - not away.” 1 Pet. 5:4. And Paul
looks forward to the day of Christ’s appearing as the
time when not only he, but all who love thie appear-
ing of their Lord, slnll receive the crown of right-
eousness which is Taid up for such. 2 Tim. 4:8&.

Most frequently, however, iz this great doctrine
used as an incentive to lep\,ntance watchfulness, pray-
er, and holy livirig: ¢ Watch,” is the emphatic injunc-

“tion of the Son of God in bOIlIleCtIOD with the numer-
ous declaraiions of his second coming in the gospels. «

Paul exhoris to deny unoodhness and worldly
lusts, and to “live soberly, rlvhueomly, and godly, in
this present world ; looking for thai blessed hope, and
the glorious appe:iring of the greal God and our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ.” -Titus 2:12, 13.

James says, “Be ye also patient ; stabligh your
hearts ; for the coming of the Lovd draweth ‘nigh.
Grudp‘o not one againsi another, brethren, lest ye be
condemned. Belmld, the J udve standeth before the
door.” James 5:8, 9. .

Peter says, ¢ ‘But the end of all things is at hand ;
be ye therefore sober, and watch unio prayer.” 1 Pet-
4:7. And again, «'What manner of persons ought
ve to be in all holy conversation and godliness, look'mcr
for and hasting unto the commg of the day of God.”
2 Pet. 3:11, 19,

Such is the use which holy men, who spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost, have made of the
doctrine of the sccond coming of Christ. Have not
they, therefore, lost the bplllt of ‘the gospel, who
openly coniend against so prominent and weighty and
precious a doctrine, or who even pass it.by in silence !

Ministers_and popul.fu' professors may cast this doc-
trine aside as not essential to the Christian faith ; nev-
ertheless, it may be traced through the sacred Seript-
ures, as made prominent by prophets, Jesus, and
apostles. The Bible dwells upon essentials. It does
not deal in' nom-essentials. When the Lord in his
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word gave his people a rule of faith and practice, he
was careful to leave the non-essentials all out. Hence,
“ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine.” 2 Tim. 3:16. And let all -
the people say, Amen ! . .

ABSURD APPLICATIONS.

But the doctrine of the second appearing of Chuist,
made so very prominent in the Scriptures, is lost sight
of by those who receive theories not found in the
Scriptures. Thus the fulfillment of all the threaten-
ings of God’s word, relative to the swift approaching
day of wrath, and the revelation of the Son of God .
in daming fire, to destroy the inhabitants of the earth,
as they were once destroyed by water, are put far into
vhe distant future, if 'not completely lost sight of, by
the unseriptural doctrine of the world’s conversion
and. the temporal millennium.

The second personal appearing of Jesus Christ 1s
most absurdly applied to several different things.
Some teach that death is the second coming of Christ.
"This is not only a violation of plain Ser q)tule declar-
ations, but of the laws of language. There can be
but a sinﬂle second -advent of Christ ; while this misty
sentiment, has as man, y appearings of Jesus as there
ave deaths. The early disciples did ‘not veceive the
idew that death was the second coming of Christ.

Peter, seeing the beloved John, “salth to Jesus,
Lord, and wha‘o shall this man do? Jesus saith unto
him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that
to vhee? Follow thou me. Then went this saying
abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should
not die ; yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not
die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is
that to thee?” John 21 :21-23. So far were the
disciples from holding that death was the second coin-
ing of Christ, that when they understood their Loxd
to intimate that John might remain until his return,
they at once concluded that he would not die,
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And what foggy theology is this, that makes death
the second appearing of Christ ! He is coming as the
Life-giver, and the believer’s besi friend. Death is
the life-taker, and man’s last enemy. 1 Cor. 15 : 26.
Christ is coming to give life to the just, and to “de-
stroy him that had the power of death, that is, the
devil” Heb. 2:14. 'The devil has the power of
death, and, in the providence of God, is permitted to
send the barbed arrow even to the heart of -the just,
lay  him Jow in death, and lock him in the tomb.
But the Life-giver, having passed under the dominion
of death, and having been gloriously raised from the
embrace of the grave, triumphanily says, “I am he
thai liveth, and was dead ; and, behold, I am alive for-
evermore, Amen ; and have the Ieys of hell [hades,
the grave] and of death.” Rev. 1:18. The devil
holds the power of death. Christ holds the keys of
death and the grave, and at his second appearing he
will unlock the tombs of the just, break the power of
deaih,” their last enemy, and lead them forth to im-
mortal and eternal scencs of glory.

Again, conversion is said to be the second coming of
Christ. Then'there are as many second comings of
Clivist as there are conversions. Therc can be bt
one second appearing of Jesus Christ. And again,
the manifestations of the Holy Spirit are said to be
the second advent of -Christ. Heunce, men talk of the
spiritual coming of Christ, and his spiritual reign for
one thousand-years. But hele also, they are mvolved
in the difficulty of a p]umhi,y of second comings of
Christ ; for in this case they would have Christ appear
at each gracious manifestation of the Holy Spirit.
There can be but a single second advent of Christ.

The distinction between the manifestations of the
Holy Spirit and the personal pregence of Christ
at his second appearing is made very plain in the
Scriptures. Says Jesus, “I will pray the Father, and
he shall give you another Comforier.” John 14 :186.
This language imlolies the distinet existence of more
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_ than one comforter. When Christ was with his peo-
ple, he was their comforter. In his absence, the
Father was to send another Comforter, even the Spirit
of truth. During the absence of the Son, the Holy
Spirit was to be his representative, and the comforter
of his sorrowing people. »

The facts in the case are distincily staied in the iol-
lowing impressive words : “But now I go my way to
Him that sent me.” “It is expedient for you that I
go away ; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you. But if I depart, I will send him
unio you. And when he is core, he will reprove ihe
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”
John 16:5, 7, 8. B .

And again, the Shakers see the second appearing of
Christ in the person of Ann Lee.. And the Mormons
see the fulfillaent of the prophecies relative to the
coming and kingdom of Christ in the gathering of
“the latier-day saints,” And the spiritualists gener-
ally agree in saying, Lo, here is the second advent of
Churist in the manifestations of spiritualism.

“In the prophetic discourse of Matt. 2¢ and 25, cov-
ering the-entire Christian age, owr Lord, afier speak-
g of the wibulation of the church under papal per-
secutions, says of our time: “Thew if any man shall
say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there ; believe it
not. For there shall arise false christs, and false
prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders ; in-
somuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect.” Matt. 24 : 23, 24, The word then in this
passage poiniés to a specific period of time when ¢ Lo,
here is Christ, and Lo, he is there,” would be heard.
Our Lord here describes the spiritual deceptions of
the present age. False christs arose not far from the
first advent, to deceive the Jews in regard to that
evént. (Mati. 24 : 5) ; likewise folse christs and false
prophets have arisen at this duy Ho deceive the people
on the subject of the second advent,

Dr. Henshaw, the late Bishop of Rhode Island,
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speaking of the doctrine of the iemporal millennium,
in his Treatise on vhe Second Advent (page 115),
says i—

):‘SSO far as we have been able to investigate its his-
tory, it was first advanced by the Rev. Dr. Whitby,*
the commentator, and afterwards advocated by Ham- -
mond, Hopkins, Scott, Dwight, Bogue, and others, and
has been received wichout careful examination by the
majority of evangelical divines in the present day.
But we may safely cliallenge its advocaies to produce
one distinguished writer in its favor who lived beforc .
the commencement of the eighteenth century. If an-
tiquity is to be considered as amy test. of truth, the
advocates of the pre-millennial advent and personal
reign of Christ with his saints upon earth, need have
no_fears of the result of a comparison of authorities
with the supporters of the opposite theory.”

~ And from the modern and popular error of the tem-
poral millennium and the spiritual reign of Christ
have grown those mystical applications by which the
plainest declarations of Scripture relative to the second
appearing of vhe Life-giver, are applied.to death, to
conversion, to the manifestations of the Holy Spirit,
to shakerism, {0 mormonism, and ©o spiritualism.

LO, HERE! LO, THERE!

How forcible then, are the wovds of Christ when
applied to the subject before us: “Then if any man
shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; be-
lieve it not.” Matt. 24 : 23. o one need fail to see
who the men ave that are crying, ¢ Lo, here is Christ,
and, Lo, he is there!” The Lord continues in verses
25, 26 : “ Behold, I have iold you before. Wherefore
if they-shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the des-
ert ;" go nut forth; behold, he is in the secret cham-
bers ; believe it not.” Our Lord is here dwelling upon

* Daniel Whitby, D. D., was born A. p. 1638, in England, and
died a. o, 1727.
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what he had just before told them. His subject is
still the teachings of those who cry, “ Lo, here is
Christ 1”7 ¢ Lo, Deis there!” If the Mormons say,
“Behold, he is in the desert,” the mjunction of our
Tord is, “Go, not forth.” 01 if you hear proclaimed
from the popular pulpits of our time, *“Behold, he is
in the secret chambers,” -Christ’s second coming is
spiritual, at death, or at conversion, ¢ believe it not.”

And why not receive such mystical teachings?
The reason is given w the next verse: ‘“For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even
unio the west ; so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be.” Our Lord has not only pomted out false
prophets, and warned us againsi their mystical teach-
ings, but he has in contrast ses before us the manmer of
his second coming in the plainest terms. The vivid
lightning, flashing out of the distani east, and shining
even to the west, lights up the whole heavens. - This,
probably, is the most appropriats figuve that our Lovd
could employ to illustrate the flaming glory that will
attend his second advent, when he shall come attended

+ by all the holy angels.

The presence of only one holy angel at the new sep-
ulcher where Christ lay i death caused the Roman
guard to shake, and become as dead men. The light
and glory of a single angel completely overpoweved
‘those strong sentinels, The Son of man is coming in
his own kingly glory, and in the glory of his Father,
attended by all the holy angels. All the holy angels
ave coming -with the Lord. Mot one will be left in
Heaven. The number of the angels round about the
throne, as the body-guard of the Son of God, are ‘“ten
thousand times ten thousamd and thousands of thou-
sands.” See Rev. 5:11. And Paul speaks of the
heav enly messengers as “ an innumerable company of
angels” Heb. 12:22. What grandeur ! what daz--

' '1]'1110' brightness ! when the K ino of kings shall come
down the lighted vaul of heaven, attended by all the
angels of the heavenly world ! Then the whole heay-
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ons will blaze with glory, and the whole earth Wl“
tremble before him,

NOAH'S TIME AND OI{RS..

o truth of inspiration can be more clearly stated
chan that God reveals his designg to his prophets, that
men and nations may be warned before their accom-
plishment. ¢ Surely the Lord God will do nothing,
but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the
propheis.” Amos 3-: 7. Before visiting with judg-
ments, God has sent forth warnings sufficient to ena-
ble the believing to escape his wrath, and to condemn
those who have not heeded the warning. This was the
case before the flood. “ By faith Noah, being warned
of God of things not seen as yet moved with fear,
prepared an ar] to the saving’ of his house; by the
which he condemned the world.” Heb. 11 :7.

At a later period; when the nations had ‘become
Tunken in idolatry and crime, and the destruction of
wicked Sodom was determined, the Lord said, ¢ Shall
I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; seeing
that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed
in him?” Gen. 18 :17, 18. And due notice was

given to righteous Lo#, who, with his daughters, was_

preserved ; and none, even in thai guilty city, perished
without due warning. Lot evidently warned the peo-
ple ; and, in thus communing with them, was ¢ vexed
with -the filthy conversation of the wicked.” 2 Pet.
2:7,8 'When he warned his sons-in-law, ¢ he-seemed
as one that moeked.” Gen. 19 :14. And when
‘“the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, com-
passed the house round, both old and young, all the
people from every quarier,” Lot warned them, and
entreated them to desist from their wickedness. And
. they at oncedid that which all'sinners, since the days
of righiteous Loi, have been disposed to do to those
who faithfully warn them of their sins ; namely, they
charged him with being a judge. : :

Low
-0
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- Before the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, a
forerunner was sent to prepare the way before the
“Lord.  Those who did not receive Christ were reject-

ed, “because,” as he said to Jerusalem, when warning
the people of the destruction of their city y and temple,
“thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.,” Luke
19 :44. We have on record the Lord’s prediction of
", the, destruction of Jerusalem during the fime of the
generation that rejected him, which was fulfilled ip
Ioss than for ty years from the time of his crucifixion.
And, vhat the Christians in Judea might escape its
impending doom, they were told that when they
should “see Jerusalem compassed with armies,” or,
as recorded by Matthew, ¢ the abomination of desola-
tion, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place,” they were to “ilee to the mountaing.”
Liuke 21:20; Matt. 24 : 15. They hecded” the ad-
monition, and escaped in safety to Pella.

Such is the testimony of inspiration respecting the
dealings of God with his people in past ages. And it
cannot be supposed that he will change his course rel-
ative to the future, when that future is vo vealize the
crowning consummation of all prophetic declarations.

‘We accept the Bible as a revelation from Heaven.
‘What God has revealed 'in that book, lct no man call
a mystery, or a secret of the Almighty. ¢ The secret
things belong unto the Lord our God; but those
things which are revealed belong untoé us and to our
children forever.” Deut. 29:29. If the sacred
Scriptures do not designate any period in particular
for the second appearing of Christ, then men should
at once abandon the search for proofs of his soon
coming. But if prophecy, in a most harmonious
manner, does point to the period of thai great event,
and if there is evidence that “it is near, even at the
doors,” the subject at once assumes vast importance.

Can anything be learned from the Bible relative to
the period of the second advent? is & question unset-
tled in many minds, This is a grave inquiry, and,
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from the nature of the subject, is worthy of close in-

vestigation and a candid answer. How did Christ
nimself treat the subject? When the disciples in-
quired, ¢ What shall be the sign of thy coming and
ihe end of- the world1” he did not reprove_ them for

prying into that which was purposely hidden from all

men. No, he answered thém in the most definite

monner. He even states that there should be signs of {
shat event, and adds, ¢ When ye shall see all these _‘
things, Jmow that it is near, even ai the doors.” The

simple fact that the Lord mentions signs of his second
advens is thé best proof possible that his people.were
105 to remain ignorant of the relative nearness of the
event. Add to this evidence his' declaration that
when these signs should be seen, his people should
know that it was near, even at the doors, and ihe case
becomes an exceedingly strong one.

The prophecies, especially those of Daniel and John,
clearly point to the period.of the second -coming of
Christ, but do net give the definite {ime of that event.
Some of the propheiic periods reach to the time of the
end.  Others extend still further down very neaxr the
end itself, to an event of which we shall speak when
" we consider the subject of the sanctuary of ihe
cighth chapter of Daniel. But none of the periods of
Daniel reach te the second appearing of Chrisi. -

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
were given by ms,pnahon of God for our instruction,
iaith, and practice. The prophetic numbers- of Daniel
and. John .are a part of that inspived word, and were
especially designed to guide the people of God in the
.solemix warning to the people of the last generaiion
o prepare for the coming of-the Son of man. And
having reached- the period to which the prophecies
tht.m' :tly point as the time of expectation, prepara-
ion, waiting, and watching, we should feel the force
of that class of admonitory declaraiions from Christ,
especially applicable to our time, like these words in

Sceond Advent. 2

o
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Mark 13 :33: “Take ye heed, watch and pray ; for
‘ve know not when the iime is.” -
DEFINITE TIME HIDDEN.

.

The definite time of ihe second advent of Christ is
purposely hidden from man. “But of that doy and
houw knoweth no man, no, not the angels of Heaven ;
but my Father only.” Many hastily conclude from

_this text thot nothing whatever may be ascertained
relaiive to the period of the second adveni. But, in
taking this position, they greatly err, in thai they
malke this class of texts prove too much, even for their
unbelief, and which at the same time arrays these dec-
laraiions against others uttered by ihe Saviour, the
mosi plain and pointed. - We object to this position :

1. Bacause our Lord, after siating that the sun
should be darkened, and that the moon should noi
give“her light, and that the siars should fall from
heaven, gives -the following forcible parable, and
makes the most distinet application of it io this sub-
ject. Hesays: “ Mow learn a parable of the fig-tree;
when ‘his branch is. yet Lende;, and pubteuh forth
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh. So likewise ye,
wheu ye shall see all these th'mgs, know that it is
near, even at the doors” ~Matt. 24 :32, 38. No
figure should exceed the fact illustrated in a single
pariicular. This being the case in the parable of the
fig-tree, the point becomes an exceedingly clear one.
No language can be more direct. No proof can be
more ‘complete. 'With all that certainty with which
we know that summer is nigh when we see the buds
ond the leaves shoot forth from the trees in spring,
may we know that Christ is atrthe doors. The most
daring unbelief will bardly venture to deny these
words of the Son of God, and assert that nothing can
be kmovm of the period of his second coming.

%. Because our Lord declares thai as the days of
Nosh were, so should also the coming of the Son of
man be. Said God to Noah, “ My Spirii shall not al-
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ways gtrive with man, for that he also is fesh; ye:
his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.” Gen:
6: 3 Tho period of the flood was given w0 vhe pairi-
nrch.  And uader the direct providence of God, he
prepared the arl: and warned the people. ‘So the ful-
iilling prophecies and the signs distincily declare thai
the second coming of Christ is ai the doors, and .ihe
=olemn message of warning has gone forth.

3. Those who claim thai the texs proves thai noth-
ing may be known of the period of the second ndvent
meke it prove toe much. As recorded by Merk, the
declaration reads: “But of that day sund thai hour
knoweth no man, no, nov the angels which sve in
Heaven, neithes the Son, but the I'ather.” - If ihe
iext proves thet men will know nothing of the period
of the second advent, it also proves that angels will
kpow notbing of it, and also thai the Sor. will know
noihing of it, ¢ill. the event walkes place! This posi-
tion proves too much, therefore, proves noshing o iho
poini.  Christ will know of the period of his second
adveat to this world. The holy angele, who walt
around the throne of Heaven to receive messages rel-
sitive to the part they act in she salvation of mei, will
Inow of the time of this closing event of .salvation.
And so will the waiting, waiching people of God un-
sderstend.  An old English version of the pussage
reads, “ But thai day and hour no man maleth known,
neitber the apgels which arc in Heaven, neither- the
Son, bui, the Father.” This is the correct reading.
according o several of the ablest criiies of she age.
The word %now is used in ¢he ssrae sense heve shai it
is by Paul, in 1 Cor. 2 :2: “Tor I determined noi ta
Imow [make known] anything smeng you, save Jesus
Christ, and him srucified.”” Men will not malze Imown
the day and bhour, angels will noi. make it koown, nei-
ther will the Son ; but the Father will mal-e it known,

Says Campbell, * Macknight srgues that the term
inow is here used as a cousative, in the Hebrew sense
of the conjugation hiphil, that is to make known. . . .
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His [Christ’s] answer is just equiva‘ent to saying, The
Fother will make 1t known when it pleases him'; bub
he has poi auihorized man, angel, nor the Son, to make
it'known, Just in this sense Paul uses the term
Fnow: 1 Cow. 2:2: I cume to you making known
who tegiimony of God ; for I determined to make known
" neihing among you buU ) I‘lUleled Christ.””

Alhci Be evnes, in his Moies on the Giospels, says,
“Oihers havs said thot the verb rendered Znoweil
means soreidmes 0 mek: ltnown, or to reveal, and
that vhe passage means, ‘that day and hour nonc
moleiht known, neither uhe angels, nor the Son, bui
the Fusher,” [t is true the word has sometimes that
meaning, as L Cor. 2:9.7

The Father will make Imown the time. He gave
the period of the flood 40.1Touh, which well represents
whe proclamntion of the second advent, given in con-
nection with the evidence of the termination of the
periods of Dauiel, during the great second advens
movewent. And when the ‘p“ltl tarch’s work of warn-
ing and huilding wes finished, God said to him, ¢ Come
thou oad all thy honse intio the ork.” ¢ For yet seven
days, ond I will cause it to rain upon the earih forty
degs aud foriy mghus

So -vhen the weiting, waiching, toiling time shell
be {inished, and the saints shall all be sealed, and shut
in wiih God, then will the voice of the Father from
Hcaveoi mako known the defiuite time. -

As we lookt bacl: to the great movemeni- upon the
second advent quesiion ond-iis disappointment, and to
the numercus ofioris to adjust the proplesic periods
by meny of ihe first-day Adventisis since that iime,
and the numerons disappoinimeniss which have fol-
lowed, we can but feel ithe force of the words of the
prophei @ “Son of wan, whe.i is that proverb chat ye
have in the land of Israel, suying, The days are pro-
louged, and every vision ﬁnleth? Tell them therefore,
Thus szich the Lord God : I will make this proverb o
cease, and they shall no move use it as a proverb in
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Israel; but say unto shem, The days are at hand, and
the effect of every vision. For there shall be no more
any vain vision nor flattering divination within the
house of Tsracl. For I am the Lord ; I will speal,
and the word that I shall : peaL shall come fc pass ;
it shall be no more prolonged ; for in your days, O ve-
bellious house, will I say ‘the word, and will perform
it, soith thé Lord God.” Fze, 12: 22-

“T will spealz)” saith the Lor-:l, “and the word that

T shall speak shall come to pass.” The voice of God
will be heard irom on high in the midst of the awful
seenes just preceding the secohd adveni. “ And ibe
seventh angel povred out his vial into the air; and
there came a great veice out of the tﬂmple of Hem’en
from the throve, saying, Il/ 18 done.” Rev, 16 :17.
Fee also Joel 3 : 16 Jer. 25 :30. .
. The burden of the prophecy of Kzeliel, quoted
above, evidenily is time. The days sre pxolonoed
and every vision fileth.” God will make this prov-
orb- to cease, by spesking himself. Iu shis.way the
PFather will wake known the time, a work not given
into the hands of men, angels, nor aven thp Son.

The preseni is emphatxc‘ lly the “walting, watthing
iime, It is thae esvecwl period of the pauence of whe
sainis. - Rev, 14 12. In definiie time wé would -find
velief from the state of suspense to which our presens
posiiion subjecis us. The Lord .appeals io us thus:
“ Watch ye vherefore ; for ye know not when the
Master of the house comeuh, ab even, or 26 midnight,
or at the coclzerowing; or in the morning ; lest coming
suddenly he fnd you sleepmg And Whab I say unto
you I say unio all, Watch.” Mark 13 : 55-37.

THIS GENERATION. .

The time of Christ’s coming is nmear. The signs of
his second advent, in the sun, moon, and stms havé
been fulfilléd.* He is neéar, éven ai the doors.® “Ver

.

#The hisiorical facts relative to the supernatural daxv'l’t-gning of

-
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ily I"soy unto you, This generation shall noi pass
away Gill all these things be fulilled.” Thosc who
supposc that our Lord here speal:s of the- genevation
living who listened to his teachings, should counsider
the following facts :— N

1. It is certainly true that what is embraced in
vhe phiase, “all these things,” was not fulfilled in vhat
generacion. The darkening of the sun and the moon,
and che falling of ‘the stars, mentioned by our Lord,
did noi oecur in that generaiion,

2.- Ii nould not be the generation living in the days
of his ilesh, for he said to them (Luke 11 : 29), “ There
shall no sign be given it but the sign of Jones the
prophes.” . ' ' ,

It is evident that our Lord refers to the genevaiion
whowere to see the signs fulfilled, and who were %o
be insirucied by the parable of. the fig-trce. In this
propheiic discourse, lre leads the minds of his disciples
down over the events of the Chrisiian age, mentions
whe signs in the sun, moon, and stars, which were %o
appeer in the last generation, and then declares that
this generation shall not pass eway iill 21l these ihings
be fulfilled. In like manner, Paul cerries his brethren
forwerd o the resurrection, when he says, “ We shall
not all sleep, but we shall 21t be changed, in & moment,
in the iwinkling of an eye, o the last trump,” ¢ Cor.
15:51, 52, Or, “Then we which are alive and re-
main shell be caught up iogether with them ia the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.” 1 Thess 4 :17.
The things here mentioned by the apostle did nov take
place in his day. They have,not yei taken place.
Notwiihstonding, he speaks of them as though they
would' take place in his day, and he have a pers in
thern. :

Also, in like manner is the mind carried backward
in Ps. 95 :10 : “Forty years long was I grieved with

the suu »aud moon, May 19, 1780, and the falling stars of Novem-
ber 18, 1883, will be given in a discourse devored io the subject
of the signs. )
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ithes generaticn.”  The generation here spoken of pro-
voked the Lord in the wﬂdernuss long before David
lived. He goes back and speaks of it as though it
were present. In this manner our Lord goes forward,
and speaks of the last generation as though it were
present.

VVo do not believe that. the pbrase, “this geneia-
tion,” marks any definite number of years.. Some sup-
pose that our Lord designed io teach that some who
were witnesses of the dark day in 1780 would live to
witness the second coming of ihe Saviour. Bui 'ifi is
our opinion that the Lord designed to teach that the
people who should live at the vime of the fulfillment
of the lasi sign (the falling stars of 1333), and should
hear the proclamation of the coming of Christ, based
partly upon the fulilled signs, should witness ithe
scenes connecéed with his coming. .

The proclamation of the coming and kingdom of
Christ is given to the last generaiion. God did now
send Noah to preach to the next to the last generation
before the flood, but to the lasi. The very generasion
which was destroyed by the waters of the food saw
oah build the ark, and heard his warning voice.
%o God has raised up men to give the solemn warning
to the woeld at the right ' time to give force to the
warning, And the very gener ation of men thet live
aiter the shree great signs are fulfilled, and who hear
and reject the warning message from Heaven, will
drink the cup of the unmingled wratk of God. For
such, the seven last plagues ace reserved. And those
of this very generaiion who receive the message, suifer
(hs‘\,ppomumenns, and endure the trials.of the waiting
position, -will witness the coming of Christ, and ex-
claim, “Lo, this is our God ; we have watied for him,
. end he will save us.” TIsa. 25:9. )

‘With whai emphasis our Lord gave utterance to
this sentimens. It is a rebuke upon our unbelief.
As we read i, God help us 0 believe it : “ Verily T
say unto you, this generation shall not pass &ill all

.



24 ' THE SHCOND ADVENT,

these things be fulfilled.” And as though this were
not eaouﬁh to lead us o unwavering faith, he adds
vhese fo;ciblu words : “ Heaven and emth ghall pass
away, but my words shall not pass away.”

“Then follows, in the same chapier, the usual
earnest exhortation of Christ, when speaking of lLis
second coming, to watchfulness and a veadiness for
vhe event. ¢ Watch, therefore, for ye linow not what
hour your Lord doth come. But kuow this, that if
she good man of the house had known in what watch
the thief would come, lie would have watched, and
not have suffered - his house to be broken up. There-
fore be ye also ready ; for in suchi an hour as ye,think
not the Son of man cometh.” )

- One of the fatal- consequences of not watching is
distinctly stated in Rev. 3:3: “If therefore thou
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as 2 thief, and
thou shalt not Lnow what hour I will come upon
thee.” The comequence of not watching will "be ig-
norance of the time. And the naural inference 1s
unavoidable that the result of watching will be a
knowledge of the time. In answer to the agonizing
prayer of the Bon of God, “Father, glorify thy
name,” there came a- voice from heaven Mymw “I
Lave both glorified. it, and will glorify it again.”

The dlscnples undelstood these words from Heaven,
while the people that stood by ssid it” thundered.
Jdohn 12:27-29] 8o will the waiting, wabching dis-
ciples of Chris: understand the voice of God when he
shall speak from on high. But the unbelieving world
_ will not undersiand thé voice. “The wicked shall do
wickedly ; and-none of the wicked shall understand ;
" but the wise shall undérstand.” Dan. 12:10. -

THE FLOOD.

In comparing Noal’s days and ours, the Lord con-
tinues : “ For as in the days that were before the
flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into
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the ark, and knew not until ihe Hood came and tock
them all away ; so Sha,ll also the coming of the Son of
man be.” A picture of the present conchulon -of the
mass of mankind is lieve drawn, How dark the fea-
wures ! The people of the lass generation will be liks
those before ihe flood while the ark was preparing.
Nonh preached, and warned them of the coming dood,
and they mocked: Ile built the ark, and they scoifed
nad jeered. He was a preacher of righteousness.
His works were calculated to give edge to, and seb
home to the heart, what he preachod Ewmry right-
cous sermon, and every blow siruck in building “the
fer, cond@mned a coreless, scoBiing world. As-ihe
“iime drew nearer, the people wers raore careless, mors
hardened, more bold and impuden$, and their con-
demmnation surer. 17oah and his family were szlone.
And could one family Inow more than all the world ?
'the ark is a matber of ridicvle, and Noah is regarded
o3 o willful bigot. Tiui the Lord calls Noah into the
’\rl . And by “the hand of Frovidence, the beasts are
Jed into the ark ; and the Lord shuts Noah in,. This
iy regarded at first by the scoffing ‘multitude as-some-
thing wonderful ; bus it is soon explained away by she
wiser oaes 50 as bo calm their fn,ars, and thcy breasshe
easier.

The day of expectaiion finally arrives. The sun
rises as usual, and the heavens are clear.. “ Now
where is old Noah's lood?” ic heard from a thousand -
impious lips. The forragr is caring for his herds and
lands, and the mechanie is pursuing his work of build-
ing. On this very day, some are bemg joined in mg-
riage. With many, it is & Jay of unusual feasiing
snd sports. And while all are looking to long years
of future prosperity and happiness, suddenly the
heavens gather blackness. Fear fills every heart.
The windows of heaven open, and the rain in torrenis
descends.  “ The fouvntains of the greai deep are brol:-
en up,” and here and there come gushing up rivers of
waters: The valleys are fast filling up, and thoussnds.
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are swept away in death. Some flee to the highest
points of land ; but she water fast follows them .up.
Men bear their wives and children to the mountains,
but are obliged o part with them there to dvown
while they climb the highest trees. But soon they,
too, are covered with water, so thas there is not a rest-
ing place for Noah's dove. All are still in death.
Horrid death ! made still more horrible by being in
consequence of slighiod mercy ! But where is Yoah !
Ah'! safe in the alL borne upon the billows. Safe
from vhe flood ; for God « shut him in.”

EVIDENCES OF THE EIND.

By most people, the evidences of the soon coming of
 Christ are considered insuificient to base faith upon.
But the iestimony and acis of one man condemned
the people destroyed by the flood. - The evidences then
were sufficient, otherwise ithe world would not have
been condemned. But a hundred tiraes more convine-
ing evidences come pouring in upon us that the day of
the Lord is near, and hasteth greatly. We follow
down the numerous propheiic chains of Daniel, and of
the Revelation, and we find ourselves in every insiance
stonding just befove the diuy of wrath. We sec the
signs spoken of by prophets, by Christ, and i she
epistles, fuliilling or fulfilled. And at the right vime,

and in the ught manner, to fulfill cectain pr ophn,mes,
a solemn message arisesin different parts of the world:

“ Blow ye the tluropeb in ZJion, and sound an alarm
in my holy mountain ; let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble ; for the day of the Lord cometh, {or it
is nigh at hand.” Joel 2:1. Wherever we lool:, we
see prophecy fulfilling. 'While the knowledge of God
and the spirit of holiness are departing, spir itual wick-
edness, like a flood, covers the land, -

But these evidences are considered insufiicient to
rest faith upon. Well, what kind of evidence would
the uubelieving have? ¢ When the signs of the end,”
says the skeptie, “are fulfilled, they will be so plain
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that no one can doubt.” - But if the signs are of such
a nature, and are fulfilled in such a manner as to com-
pel all o believe in che coming of Christ, how can it
be as it was i the days of Noah? -Men werenot then
compelled to belicve. But eight believing souls were
saved, while all the world besides sank in their vnbe-
lief beveath the waiers of the dood. God bas never
revealed hig truth to man in a manner to compel him
0 believe. Those who have wished to doubt his word
have found a wide fizld in which o doubt, and a broad
road to perdition ; while those who have wished to
helieve have cver found everlasting rock upon which
w0 rest their faich.

-Just before she end, the world will be hardened in
sin, and indifferent to the claims of God. Men will
be careless about hearing warning of danger, and .
blinded by cares, pleasures, and riches. An unbeliev-
ing and infidel generation will be efulme:, drnlrmg,
marrying, bmldmg, p]a,ntmg, and sowing. It is sight .
o eat and drink to susiain nature ; but the sin.is in
excess and glutiony. The marriage covenans; is holy ;
but Gol’s glory isseldom thought.of Building, plant-
ing, and sowing, necessary for convenient shelter, food,
and clothing, are right ; but the world has gone wholly
after ibese things, so that men have no vime nor dis-
position to think: of God, Heaven, Christ's coming,
and the Judgment. This world is their god, and all
their energies of body ard mind are devoted to its
service. And the evil-day is pui far away. '

The faithfil waichman who sounds the alarm as he
sees destruction coming, is held up before the peoplé
from the pulpits of our land, and by the religious
press, as a “fanatic,” a ¢ ieacher of dangerous here-
gies ;” while in contrast is set forth a long period of
peace and prosperity to the church.  So the churches
are quieted to sleep. The scoler continues to scoff,
and the mocker mocks on. Bui their day is coming.
Thus saixch the prophet of God: “Howl ye; for the
day of the Lord is at hand ; it shall come as a destruc-
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tion from the Almighty. Therefore shall all hands be
faint, and every man’s heart shall melt.” Isa. 13:6, 7.

Most dreadiul day! And isitnear? . Yes; it hast-
eth ! It hasteth greatly ! What a description given by
the propheii! Read it; and as you read, iry to feel
how dreadful will be thai day: “The greai day of -
‘the Lord is  mear, it is nea1, and hasteth O'reauly, even
the voice of the day of the Lord : the mighty man
shall ety there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath,
a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasienéss and
desolation, a day of darkness zmd gloominess, a day of

clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trumpes and
alarm against the fenced mbies, and against the high
towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that
they shall wolk like blmd men, because they have
. sinned against the Lord: and iheir blood shall be
poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Nei-
vher their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver
vhem in the day of the Lord’s wrath; bui the whole
land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy ; for
he shall make even a speedy riddance of all: them that
dwell in the lond.” Zeph. 1:14~18.

Wow we hear the peace-and-safety cry from the pul-
vit, and all she way along down to the grogshop.
“ Where is the promise of his coming ¥’ is murmured
irom the impious lips of a thousand las‘&day scoffers.
Bui the scene will speedily change. ¢ For when they
shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction
cometh upon ihem.” The scofing of the haughty
scoffer will goon be twrned to wailing and howling.
“The lofty looks of man, shall be humbled; and the
haughtiness of men shall be howed down, and the
Lord alone shall be exslted in that day. For the day
of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that is
proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up;
and he shall be brought low.” Isa. 2:11,12. “And
vhe slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one
end of the earth ¢ven unto the other end of the earth:
they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried;
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vhey shall be dung upon the ground.” Jer. 25:33.
Thai will be a day of mourning, and lamentation,
and fomine for hearing the words of the -Lord. «T
will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs
into lamentation ; and I will bring up sackeloth upon
-all loins, and baldness upon every head ; and I will
malze it as the mourning of an only son, and the end
vhereol a3 a bitter day. Eehold, the days come, saith
vhe Lord God, that I will send -a famine in the land,
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of
hearing the words of the Lord: and they shall wan-
der from sea to ses, and from the north even to the
* east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the
Lord, and shall not find it.” Amos &:10-12.
ow, the word of the Lord may he heard ; but sin-
ners in and oub of the churches, with few excepiions,
do not prize it. Then, it will not be heard; for the
watchraen, set to watch and sonnd the slarm of dan-
ger, will be called down from their high staiions.
Now, the word of the Lord is carried to the sinner,
and offered without money or price; but he treats it
carelessly, or, may be, drives the humble servant of
Christ from his door. Bui then will he go in search
for it.  “They shall wander from sea to sea, and from
the norili even to the easi;,” but they cannot hear it.
“They shall run to and fro o seek the word of the
Lord, but shall not find it.” From city to city, from
Sta.be 1o State, from one country to another, will they
go ©o find a man commissioned of high Hea,ven’to
speak the word of the Lord; but such a one is not to
be found.  All such will then have finished their high
commission. The word of the Lord! The word of
vhe Lord! Where can we hear 147 is heard .in every
Jand.  One general wail—ihe word of the Lord ! goes
up o Heaven, but the heavens are brass. Then will
vhe people surn and rend the false shepherds, who de-
ceived then with the cry of “peace and safety.”
Children will reproach parents for keeping them back
from vwalking in the truth, and parenis their children.
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The miser now loves his money, andiliolds it with
an iron grasp. EBui it will be said in that day, “Go
%0 now, yexich men, weep and howl for your miseries
what shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupied,
and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold snd
silver are cankered; and the rust of them shall be a-
witaess against youa, and shall cot your flesh as it
were fire. e have heaped treasure together for the
last days.” James 5:1-3. INow, silver and gold
may be used to God’s glory, for the advancement of
hig cause. But in thas day, “they shall cast their sil-
ver inio the streeis, and their gold shall be removed :
wheir silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver
vhem in the day of ‘the wraih of the Lord.” Ize. 7:19.

I{ow, the ministers of truth have a message to ihe
people, and gladly speak the words of life. They joy-
fully toil ‘on, suffer on, and spend their energies in
preaching to hearis as hard as stesl, hoping that a few
may be reached, gathered into the truth, and saved.
Bui then, they will have no message. Now, their
progers and strong cries go up o Heaven in behalf
of sinners, Then, they will have no spirit of prayer
for them. Now, the church says to the sinner, Come;
and Jesus stands ready o plead his blood in his be-
hal?, that he may be washed from his sin, and live.
Eui, then, salvation’s hour will be passed, and the sin-
ner will be shut vp in darkness and black despair.

The lasi plagues, in which is filled up the wrath of God,
now bottled up in heaven, waiting for mercyto finish her
last pleadings, will be poured out. Uniningled wrath
of Jehovah ! And not one drop of mercy? Not oue !
Jesns will lay off his priesily auiive, leave the mercy-
seai, and pui on the garments of vengeance, nevermore
to offer his blood o wash the sinner from his sins.
The angels will wipe the last tear shed over sinners,
while the mandate resounds through all Heaven, Let
them alone. The groaning, weeping, praying chuich
on certh, who in the last message employs every power
o sound everywhere the last noie of warning, lest the

‘>
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blood of souls be found in her garments, is now
hushed in solemn silence.. The Holy Spirit has writ-
ten within them these prophetic words of their soon-
expected Lord : “ He that iz unjust, let him be unjust
siill ; end he which is filthy, let him be filthy siill;
and he-that is righteous, let him be righteous still;

aind he that is holy, let him bP holy still.  And, be-
hold, I come quickly.” Rev. :11, 12,

The doctrine of the second ¢ fnppearmo of Christ hag
been held by the church ever since her Lord ascended
i0 the Father to prepare mansions for her reception.
Ii is the event that consummades her hopes, terminates
whe period of her toils and sorrows, snd introduces her
eternal repose. What sublime scenes will then open
before the waiting children of God! The blazing
heavens will reveal the Son of God in his glory, sur-
rounded by all the holy argels. The trumpet will
sound, snd the just will' come forth from the grave,
immorial. And all—Redeemer and redeemed, attend-
ed by the heavenly host—will move upward to ihe
miansions prepared for them in the Father’s house.

To those who really love their absent Lord, she
theme of his soon return to bestow immoriality uwpon
the dead and living righteous is fraught with unspeak-
able blessedness.  This event, with all its grand results,
bas always been the hope of the church. Paul could
look over eighteen long centuries, and speak of it as
“that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the’
great Gtod and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Titus 2 : 13.
And Peter exthorts : “ Looking for and hasting unto
the coming of the day of God.” 2 Pet. 3:12. And
Faul again, after speaking of the descent of the Lord
irom Heaven, the resurreciion of the dead in Christ,
and their ascent with the living righteous to meet the
Lord in the air, says, ¢ Wherefore comfori one another
with these words.”. ~ . I W

== Price of this Tract, post-paid, 3 400 per hundred.
Address, Reviow axp Heravp, Batile Creek, Mich.
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