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ILLUSTRATION OF PROPHECY.

Disenssion Between Litch and Jones
CoNCLUDED.
CHRIST'S KINGDOM AT HAND.

4. T dissenting from “ A. D. 1843;” as the
révented period of Christ's second coming and
kingdom, | maintained that ts distance was un-
foretold by the prophets. (1.) Largued it from
the pesition that there is no prophecy which * di-
rectly declaves the greatday to be far away.”’
To this, brother Litehanswers, that Daniel and
Paul did « virtually foretell the great day far off,
in their foretelling the rise and fall of kingdoms,
greatapostacy,” &c. To this, it may be replied,
that my position, as above, is so purposely qual-
ified by the word “ directly,” thdi this “virteally
foretelling,” . &c., does not assail it.  And be:
sides, it will be seen that the Lord did not fore-
tell, either by Daniel or Paul, that the several
events of which they wrpte weuld require a long
time in their coming 1o pass. More than this,
the “ten horns,” and “ten kings,” foretold in
Rev. xvii. 12, whick “shall receive power as
kings, cne hour with the beast,” are apparently
the same “ ten horps” and * ten kings,” of Dan.
vii. 20; and sarely this “one hour,” for the
whole *“ ten’” to reigh, or  have power as kings
with the beast)’ would not explain Daniel as
foretelling by ‘these ©lkings” even * virtually,”
the great day  far off” )

Brother Liwh’s several arguments on this
point, Arawn from prophetic days, &c., do notin
my mind, ¢ settle the question,” because of my
rejecting the principle which he holds, viz., that
those days mean literal years.,

In establishing my position of the unferetold
distance of Christ’s coming to judgment, it was
argued, (2,) that the Lord’s threatening of “woe’®
against putting it “ far away,” as an “evil day,”
Amos vi. 1, 3. Malt xxiv. 48, was inconsistent
with his declaring it far away himself. My
brother answers this by a mere declaratien, that
the “evil day,” here, * has nothing- to do with
the judgment,” &c. Since we then differ so in
the ‘Interpretation of this “evil day,” my argn-
ment from it, is nothing to Aém, and his is noth-
ing to me. He thinks alse that the “woe” was
not threatenetl in Christ’s day, against saying,
« My Lord delayeth his coming,” as it is oW,
since the signsof its being at hand, are so far
accomplished. But why not? They must not
know, even then, bt all would be suddenly
done; as all things were possible with God.
And thus spoke the apostle Paul—* Then we
which are alive and remain [unto the coming of
the Lord] shall bgrecaught up,” &c. 1 Thess. iv,
15, 17, as thopgh, for aught heknew, he might
be alive on the earth at His final corming.

In sustzining my position of the unforetold
distance of the judgment 2t hand ; it was argued
{3,) That the wisdom and benevglence of God
seem naturally to forbid his révealing 1t to mor-
tals. In brother Litch's answer to this, which
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appears to me mnot to the point, he affirms that
“the time of the end. came A.-D. 798" and
that it will extend 1o the “ end isell.” Daoes he
miean here, that < the #ime of the end” is not
“the end itself2” If so, and if the said * time”
might come A. D. 1798, so long before “the
end itself; ” why might it not-as well have come
at Christ’s incarnation, thence ¢ to extend to the
end itself 27 And surely, there is more Scrip-
tgre for the latter than the former, for Christ
himself then said—THE TINE 15 FULFILLED [OT
come] and the kingdom of héaven is af hand.”"—
Mark i, 15, while there is no Scripture testimo-
ny of its being fulfilled, or come, A. DI 1798.

Turther, to sustain my position as above, (4.)
I quoted a large number of passages from the
Bible, expressly declaring “ #he great day of the
Lord,” &c. tobe “negr,near,” hasling “greatiy,”
“migh at hand,” &c. Brother Litch’s priacipal
arguiment against this proof, is, that “God calls
things which are not as though they were.” 1
readily admpit with him that * the signs” to pre.
cede the great day were usually foretold in the
conpection ; but signs and all might have been
soon fulfilled, for anght mexn conld know, even
when the prophecies were given. And is it not
presamption in-the extreme, to suppose that God
would so many-times make the rousing declara-
von, that “the great gqnd terridle day of the
Lord,” was “nigh at hand,” hasting greatly &-c.
and mean to have it understeed, at the same
timne, that 1o the men then living it was off ‘2000
or 3000 years?

My concluding argument, that the dislance of
the judgment was unforetold, was, (5,) from re-
peated passages of Scripture, then quoted, which
positively declare; in language foo plain to be
misunderstood, that the precise “hour,” « day,”
and ““time” of its coming it sealed vp—unknown
fo angels—in the Father’s own power, &k, In
my brother’s reply to this -argument, he says
several good things which seemi-to me not at va-
riance with my position of the distance of the
judgment unforetold, and nothing, to my undey-
standing, to do away this kind of proof.

On now leaving the question to the decision
of the reader, whether -« A. D). 1843,” is, oris
not, the revealed time of Christ’s coming to
judgment, I conld wish'it generally -understood
that brother Litch and myself have not been con-
iroverting the point for the sake of the mastery,
but for the sake of a ruutual, mere full, and
hecessary investigation“of the ‘whole suhject;
and that, if possible, others may be stirred up
and assisted in'the faithful study of the Sarip-
tures, to find out for themseives what the Bible
most fully teaches corcerning the momentous
realities of the speedy coming of Christ aud the
resurrection, though heretofore quite generally
overlooked, misconstrued, or put far away.

_Thus far our readers have only seen wherein
we differ on the general subject of Christ’s ex-
pectéd soon coming, while yet we supposed our-
selves agreed, in perhaps every point coneerning
it, except in his.one argumentfor it, which fizes
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its precise time at “ A. D. 1843.” Then, shall
not we and cthers who are unitedly looking “for
the appearing of the Great God and our Savier
Jesus Christ,” as being now, in all respects, ver-
ily * at band ;7 hereafter dwell rather on those
much neglected and misunderstood points con-
cerning it, in which we are all agreed ; that we
may strepgthen each other’s hands in the worl
of declaripg i1, that we may more successfully
arouse our hearers and readers deeply 1o consic-
ed the whole sabject, and to prepare immediate-
ly to meet their * Judge,” who now “stondeth
before the door?” HENRY JONES,

New York, July, 1840 )

REPLY TC THE ABOVE.

. My, Editor : As Br. Jones has given the pub-
lic his closing artiels jn the discussion between
him and myself, T also wish to make a few re-
marks, and will then submit the guestion. I
shall not, however, do more than simply to
make a few eorrections, where, Br. J. Lias misap-
prehended me; and presen some general re-
marks on the points of difference between us.

1. Br. J. says, “ And thongh my brother
considers the ancinting of Christ to signify his
being erdowed with the Holy Ghost, &e. at his
inearnaticn, rather than his being finally crown-
ed king in the presence 5f the whole urdverse;
at his second caming,” &c. ]

Here my brothermisapprehends we. 1 do
not think the ancinting spolen of, was the “ en-
dowing of Christ with-the Haly Ghoest ar his
incarnation.” My position was, that it, was
“the Holy of Holes, * Heaven itself,” which
the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle was 2
type, which was consecrated [anointed] for us
by the saerifice of Christyand his appearing theve
with his own biood for as

2. He misapprehends me again, as follows:
speaking of the chronological computation, he,
says, * Brother Liteh, in his answer, makes up
this defisiency into two meuths by adding to my
ehronological table 64 years and 7 months of
further time ; thus estimating ihe duration of
the captivity at.134 years and 7 months at least,
iar;stead of 70 years, as the Scriptures affrm,”

.

But I distinetly stated that I did « not admit
that the 70 weels and 2300 days began at the
end efthe 70 years captiviiy.”

It wasnotmy object, in that counection, to
prove when the 70 years began or ended: but
simply to show that 4004 years elapsed before
Christ; and that 1843 after Christ will give us
the requsite 5847 years. Were 1 endeavoring
te-setle that poirit, I shonld neither admit that
the captivity began A/ M. 44121, nor that it
ended B. C. 457. That point is entirely dis-
tinct, according to ‘my dpprehension, from the
one in.guestion.
Whether I accomplished that object, viz, to
show that A.D. 1848 will bring us to the 5847th
year of the world, I must leave for the reader to
decide. .

Br. Jones, also, rejects the testimony of pro-
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fane authors in elucidating Scripture prophesy.
And hence my argument to prove the fulfillment
of the time, times and a half, and 42 mouaths, is
with him of ne weight., But he bhas not at-
tempted to show, that admitting the testinony
of the authers quoted to be correct, the argument
is not irrefutable.

He feels himself bound to reject all mere ha-
man testimeony ; I feel myself obliged to avail
myself of this help, in illostratiuvg the fulfillment
of Seripture prophecy, With these corrections
and remarks, I submit the subject.

And while we differ on the points which have
been discussed, it is matter of gratitude to us
both, that on other points connecied with the
subject we are fellow laborers in the hushandry
of God.

The numbers in course of publication in the
Watchman, front the pen of Br,J. “On the
return of the Jews,” are worthy the attentive pe-
rusal of all lovers of the Bible and of the glori-
ous appearing of Jesus Christ. J. Lavem,

Millennial Grove, Aug. 1840

THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL.

Br. Himes,—The five articles which I here
present for your paper, have just been published
in the “ Olive Leaf,” issued simultancously at
New York, Providence and Boston. There are
five more of the sertes, now in the hands of the
Iiditer of that paper, unpublished, declined, and
at my * disposal,” because, as he says, © they
are not well received by” his * readers,” and be-
cause on being called by a correspondent to re-
examine cerizin things in them, he finds them
“highly objectionable 1in principle.”” What
those objectionable principles are, the Editor has
not stated.- Let every reader search and see.
Sure there cun be nothing dangerous *in prin-
ciple,” in the common sense and Scripture facts
therein contaived, nor in the many authentic
facts coneeraing the present condition, hopes and
prospecis of the Jews; which probably will
meet wilth many similar obstructions in coming
before the public.  The remaining articles you
may expect in due season.

My prime object, in those drticles, so far as
known to myself, is the glory of God, in the sal-
valion of souls, by neans of the gospel of the
kingdom ot band, faithfully and clearly presented.
T am weil aware thatthe position I have taken
ox the restoration of Israel, will conflict with the
loag settled and almost unquestioned opinion of
those who look for a literal Jewish return. But
as I have auempted, mn the spirit of meekness, to
bring forward things of importance, both new
and old, on the subjeet, it is hoped, that those es-
pecially, who lock for the kingdom at hand, will
carefully examine the articles with kind feelings,
and admit their conclusiveness, or satisfy them-
selves that they are illogical and inconelusive.

Yours, H. JONES.
CHRIST’S KINGDOAM AT HAND.

WITHOUT THE PREVIOUS RETURN OF THE JEWS.
NUMEER T.

Mr. Emtor,—There is one fact in relation to
the Jews which is worthy of consideration, and
with which it iz supposed, that many are famil-
iar, which is, that there is a very great change in
the action, if not in the sentiments of the Church
as a body, on the subject, within the recollection
of many of us now living. Some forty years ago
and.more, the doetrine of the return of the Jews
was 50 prevalent, that at least cne petition was
brought into almaest every prayer of the congre-

gation and the family, that God would ¢ gather

in the Jews, together with the fulness of the
Gentiles.” But now, for a considerable time, it
is believed that there are comparaiively few,
who bring the supposed prophecy of the Jews’
return at all, Inte their public or social prayers,

I am aware of standing on holy ground, while
I maintain the doctrine of Christ’s kingdom at
hand, withaut the previous gathering of the Jews,
The delicateness and responsibility of the under-
taking are greatly increased hy the considera-
tion, that during this neglect of prayer for the
Jews’ return, solittle has been said by the pul-
pit or the press, to sustain the doctrine now as-
sumed ; while now, so many of our dear breth-
ren both in Europe and America, including the
celebrated Frey, Wolfl, converts of Judaism,
with whom I am agreed in the expected near
coming of Christ and his kingdom, who, after
all, are sanguine in support of the doctrine of
the Jews literal and speedy return, to prepare
the way for the kingdom to come. These breth-
ren, il must be admitted, are doing a great and
good work, in vindicating the coming of the
Lord at hand ; so that I would not, for my life,
oppose them in it; but would rather consecrate
all that I have and am, to help forward the same
great work. And yet, in the most soccessful
preaching of the kingdom of God at hand, I
feel impelled 1o take :he ground that the literal
retutn to Palestine of the people called the Jews,
is a doctrine not sustained by the Holy Serip-
tures. In 2 candid and fair maintenance of this
ground, it is proposed :

I. To answer some of the most comnmon argu-
ments, which are adduced in faver of the literal
return ofthe Jews,

11. To present other arguments more directly
in support of the theory of their no¢ returning
before Christ’s coming.

I In examining arguments adduced in {avor
of the Jews’ &teral return, I begin,

First, With the alleged fact, that hitherto
God has fulfilled the prophecies concerning them,
most literally in every particular, and will of
course literally Milfill the prophecy of their re-
tarm, ‘Those literally fulfilled prophesies are
said to fnclude (1) the present scattering of the
Jews.—(2) Their having become a reproach a
hissing and a byword in the earth—and (3)
theit now suffering the judgment and curse of
the Almighty, for their sin in rejecting and cru-
cifying the Eord of glory.

Were it admitted that these things were dis-
tinetly foretold, and now literally fulfilled, exclu-
sively in case of the Jews as a seperate people,
the argument from them might appear even un-
answerable, in favor of their literal rewurn. But
there are various reasons for my not admitting
them, as prophesies now fulfilled. (1) It is nnt
admitted that this foretold scattéring of God’s re-
bellious people “ among oll nations,” is limited
to the Jews as a seperate people ; because * God
is mo respector of persons,” among lis apostate
and rebellicns subjects; and because they are
now promiscuously and alike * scattered,” both
of the Jew and Genlile race, in nearly all the
aations of the globe, and far more literally too,
than in case of the Jewsonly. And 1s not the
present opostacy and rebellion of the subjects of
Christian nafions, and of the Christian Church,
too, as great in the sight of God. as that of the
Jews, seeing that the former ** erucify the Lord
afresk and put him to an open shame?” And
besides, the connexion of several of the prophe-
cies on this subject, forbids their being under-
stood of the present literal scattering of the Jows
only, A few of them may here be given,

“ And I [the Lord] will scatter them among
the heatken)'—% gnd will send a sword afier
them il I Rave consumed them,” Jer. ix. 18,
This swording and consuming of God's rebel-
licus subjects generally, on their being scattered,
surely must mean something more than the pres-
ent literal scattering of the Jews, And is it not
strikingly parallel to those passages which fore.
tell that God’s * enemies” shall “ be scattered,”
driven “ away’ “as smoke ; to melt™ aswaz be-
fore the fire ;” when as « the wicked,” they must
“ perish at the presence of God,”’ (Psa. Ixviii 1,
2.) being ** driven away in’ their * wickedness,”
{Prov. xiv. 32.) « into everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and kis angels,” (Martt, xxv, 41)

« Can thy heart endure, or can thy honds Be
strong in the days that I shall deal with thee?
I, the Lord, have spoken it and wlll do i1. And
I will scaTrER thee among the heathen, and will
disperse ihee in the countries, and will consume
thy filthiness out of thee,” [Ezek. xxii. 14, 15.]
This foretold scattering of God’s enemies, 1t
will be seen, is connected with “ the days” when
ke will “ deal” ot *“ reckon with them ;” being at
the general judgment, [Matt. xxv. 19,] when he
“ awill conseme” them as * filthiness out of”" his
flock ; or at “ the end of the world,” he will sep-
erate them as “ the lares” from the wheat Lo burn
them in a “ furnace of fire.”” [Matt. xiil.. 38—
42 ] The connection also shows this # scattering”
1o take place, when the * hearz of hiz enemies
“ can” no longer * endure,” nor their * kands be
strong” against the Lord. And must we not
constder this passage as including the events of
the final judgment, rather than the present scat-
tered state of the Jews, with their hearts still en-
during and their* hends strong” against Christ ?

* Therefore it is come 1o pass, that ashe cried
and they would not hear, so they cried and I
would not hear, saith the Lord of hosts, but [
“ scATTERED' them with a whirlwind, among all
the nations whom they knew not,” [Zech. vii,
13,14] Although the Jews and all enemies
of God, may yet repent and ery to God, with the
assurance of being heard, the time is at hand,
with the coming of the Lord to judgment, when
forever sinners may knock and “cry” at the
closed door of mercy, and he will not hear, or
will not answer their requests, but will bid them
to “ depart” as “ workers of iniguity.” Thenas
“awith @ whirlwind,” he will * scaTTER” them
among sirangers, or “ nations whom they know
not,” even among damned spirits, including * the
devil and kis angels .” These and other paral-
lel pnssages, foretelling the * seatfering” of God’s
enemies, are considered as fair testimony from
inspiralion, against the position that the Jew’s
literal dispersion was foretold, and is now liter-
ally accomplished, against them as a distinguish.
ed, or separate class of sinners, If thiz manoer
of meeting the position be fair and scriptural,
then the argument drawn from the scattering of
God’s enemies, proves nothing in favor of the
Jew?’s literal return, or of their gathering into
Palestine, HENRY JONES.

New York, June 27th, 1840,

Bible Chronolo;t,:y.

Tue CHRoNoLOGY, We have received several
communications on this subject, which we give
in the fo]lowing order.

MILLER’S NEW CHRONOLOGY.

Mr. Evrror,— am highly pleased with the
gereral plan of Br, Miller’s new chronology, but
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am -not quite satisfied with all his details. [
wish him, therefore, to explain alittle more clear-
ly some points, both for my own and other’s sat-
isfaction. 1 do not propose these questions be-
cause I doubt whether a system of chronology
can be made out, from authentic sources, which
will show 1843 to be the 6000:h year of the
world : Lhave been satisfied of that for menths :
but such a system ought to undergo the most
rigid investigation before it is adopted.

1. After allowing 600 years for Noah’s life
before the flood. Br. M. allows anather for the
flood. But gught not the year of the flood to be
included in Noah’s 600 years? Gen. vii. 1L
“ In the six Aundreth year of Noah's life, in the
second month and seventeenth day ofthe month,
the same day were all the fountains of the great
deep broken up, and the windows of heaven
were opened.” From this it appears that the
flood commenced the first part of Noah’s 600th
year, and ended scon after he was 600 years of
age. the floed was on the earth when that era
passed.

2. Br. M. allows 30 years after the death of
Moses, forthe administration of Joshua, What
evidence has he of this ?

3. Isthis satisfactory evidence of the correct-
ness of Usher’s chronology from the end of Zed-
ekiah’s reign to the birth of Christ? He makes
out 588 years ; I cannot make out but abows 530.

4. Bro. M. allows 25 years for Jehoshaphat’s
reign, and 8 years for the reign of Jehoram.
But Jehoram commenced his reign in the 5th
year of Joram, king of Israel, which was in the
23d year of Jehoshaphat's reign, 2 Kings. viii. 16,
He therefore reigned but 5 years alone.

In view of the above difficolties T will give the
outlines of what I believe a more correct table,

From the creation o the flnod, 16566 years
¢ the Flood, to the death of Terah, 427 «

« Terah’s death, to the Exodus. 430 ¢
Sojourn in the wilderness - - 40 «
Administration of Joshua and the elders }

according to Josephus - - 28
Anarchy according to da. - - 18«
The judges - - - - 450 «
Samuel’s administration - - 21 ¢
Saul, David and Solomon reigned 120
Kings of Judah to Zedekiah’s capt. 390 %
Chaldean and Medo-Perstan kings } “

to the seventh year of Arlaxerxes § 123
From the 7th year of Artazerxes

which was the 4206th year of the
Julian period, 10 the year 1340, 2207 % i

which is the 6553 year of that period

Add three years to 1843 3

Total 6000

It appears 1o me that this argument in favor
of the nearness of the great Sabbath, will have
its influence where no other will: for there are
few persous who believe the Bible who will at-
temipt to put the milleniuvm beyond the 6000th
year of the world. T invite the most rigid eriti-
cism on the above outline. J. LITCH,

*] allow in lhis estimale only five years for Jehoram’s in-
dependent reign afier the death of Jehoshophat. .

% For the particular items which make up this period, see
Bigns of the Times, No. 6, reply to Br. Jones. .

1 8ee Ferguson’s astronomical demonstration oo this point
in the Bigns of the Timea, No. 4,

BIBLE CHRONOLOGY.

Bro, Hinees,—1 have carefully examined Bro.
Mireer's ¢ Bible Chronology.” Itis all proved
by Scripture,” down to the end of Zedekieh’s
reign, with two excepiions.
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1. He supposes Abram’s call to have been at
the death of Terah: « Terah lived 70 years, and
begat Abram,” (Gen. xi. 26.) and ** Abram,” was
75 years old when he departed out of Haran
{Gen. xii. 4.) Now if Abram was the oldest of
Teral’s sons, (which we infer from the calcala-
tion of their names, and must take for granted
till Scripture proof to the contrary is adduced,)
the length of the period under consideration is
ouly 143 years, instead of 205, given by Buo.
M. 2. He has given us 21 years as the period
of Samuel the prophet. This is not proved by
his prooftext, which is 1 Samuel vii, 2—17.
one human link destroys the divinity of the

chain.  As an honest searcher for trith, F pre.
sent these difficulties. Can Bro. M. remove
them ? J. W. B.

Bro. Miller will please answer the above diffi-
culties. Ebp.

THE CHRONOLOQGY.
Crrrreism By “Americus.”

Me. Emror:—In No. 10 of the « Signs of
the Times,” I was much pleased to find a Bible
Chronology of the Patriarchs, Judges and Kings,
from Adam to Christ, by Wu. Mirer. And,
as your periodical, Whichyhas long been needed
for the dissemination of light and truth upon the
momentous question, When cometh the Lord
from heaven? is open to ali, and invites the
strictest and severest criticism on the merits of
this new caleulation; [ will state some of the
difficulties which exist not only in my awn mind,
with reference 1o this new chronology, but also
in the minds of some of the more active friends
of the cause. It is not to be supposed that the
ages of the Patriarchs, &e., as given in the
Chronology, like those in the Bible, are definite
and precise, inasmuch as days ahd months are

not taken into the calculation; and it would bel,

contrary to reason, and the common eourse of
things to conjectnre, either that their dirth-days
were their death-days, or that they with all their
descendants were born wpon the same day of the
year. When the Bible says that Adam lived an
hundred and thirty years, and begat a son. are
we to understacd that he had not lived a month
or a day over that time? Or should we not
rather consider it in the sense in which zges at
the present time with us are universally under-
stood, by whom the years oniy ave taken into
the reckening, the months and days being non-
itnportant ?

When we say 2 man is thirty years old, we
do not wnderstand but that he may be thirty
years and six months, eight months or ten ; asd
would it be natural to consider the ages in the
Bible in any other light 7 Vea, would it not be
very unnainral and wnrezsonable, too, to look
upon them differently ?  And should we consid-
er them in the sense in which they are general-
ly understood, we could not reasonably allot to
each of the Patriarchs, &c., less than twoe months
on an everage. Then, there being sixty Patri-
archs, Judges, and Kings, one hundred and
twenty months, or ten years should come into
the Chronology, allowing my allotment true, and
certainly it cannot be too large. Consequently,
Christ’s second coming should have been seven
years ago! The object of this articie iz merely
o state some objections to this Chronology
about which the opponents of Bro. Miller make
much ado—problems which I, with my shor-
sighted vision, have not been able to solve, hut
which someof you, who are more skilled n
doctrine and theology, perhaps may easily re.
solve, and not to injure the cause by evil surmj-
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sings and conjecturings. For we all shyuld
be searchers afier truth and the right way, our
souls should be warmed by a glow of holy zeal,
and sustained by a steadfast faith in the promises
of God. [cannot make myself believe that
Bro. Miller makes this omission of not less than
ten years of odd months and days a sine gua
non for bringing out Christ's Second Coming
into the year 1843. Indeed, I think he will
give a fair and candid exposition of the whole
matter, and which will satisfy every doubting
mind, when he shall have found out the difficul-
ty which I have stated, existing in no small ex-
tent with us. Let us search for truth as for hid
treasure ; until we shall have found it, and theu
scatter its seeds throughout the length and
preadth of this benighted world, until they shal]
spring up, b¥ightening, transforming +t, and we
shall see it shining in the full blaze of Millenial
glory. AMERICUS.
REMARKS,

“Americus” says that 2he objections be has stat-
ed to the new calculation have some weight with
our appanents.  ‘Well, their objections and spec-
ulatiops shall be.swepr away. They profess to
believe in the present established chronology, do
they not, Mr. “Americus 27 O yes. Well, Afr.
Miller agrees exactly with them, relaling (o tle
period to which you refer. I they have any
difficulty about odd months, §-¢., let them go to
those in whom they believe, Usher, Calmet.
and others, and they will reckon with them just
as Mr. Miller has done. They say nothing of
odd months, for the very best of reasons—the
Bilble says nothing about them. We must not
be wise above what is wriiten. Ep.

Christian Unien

UNJON CONVENTION AT GROTON,

For a full and impartial account of this Con-
vention, we refer our readers to the *“CHURCH
REFORMER,” Edited by Bro, Siuas Hawzey,
of Graton, Mass.

We have only to say ibat the result of the
Convention has confirmed our former opin-
ion.  We despair of ever seeing the church per-
fectly united in this state of things. The pow-
erof the holy people is scattered,” and will be,
till the ¢ Ancient of days shall come, and gather
together in one” the “children of Geod that are
scattered abroad.”

We wvive the following remarks of a distin-
guished correspondent on this subject, to which
we heartily subscribe.  We are, nevertheless,
disposed to actin concert with the friends of
Christian Union, and to promote, as far as possi»
ble, union among all saints.

] have lirtle encouragement to attend at Grot-
on; for I would not embarmass, but encourage
all christian effort, for the anion of the churches;
and ver having no eonfidence in the flesh, that
in this world the unlon can be done; and only
confidence in the Lord whe will accomplish it
at his coming in the end of the world, my pres-
ence would not be useful to the design of the
Groton Union Convention, I would not bea
croaker, disheartening she efforts for goed; nor
will 1 hesitate to speak in my humble sphere an
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Loncst beltef, thongh it falls not 1o with the cur-
rent of opinion.  Union is a daty the churches
owe to our Master, and to one another. lhave
earnestly searched for its basis, and watched in-
tently somz movements aiming to unite the
members of the Lord’s body in this world. 1
am satisfied as to the basis, that it is the confes-
sion of Peter, which neither flesh nor blood re-
vedled to him, ““bnt my Father which is in
heaven."—" Upon this rock will T build my
churzh ; * which 7ock is the trae confession of
faith, and proper basis of a union of the church-
es.

Hawever, to the body of the present house of
nominal Christians, this basis is not sufficiently
broad ; they must cobble with the five points of
Calvinism, and the numerous articles of the
church of England, and of scores of other church=
es: the poor reason for wirich may lie in their
went of duly understanding the confession our
Heavenly Father revealed unto the apostle Pe-
ter. They are straitened for room to build the
church on that -ock, because they fail io perceive
the true meaning of  the gates of hell,” and the
proper place where the Lord builds; and, that
faith only hews out the materials in this world,
which the Lord, i despite of the grave, will
raise up from the dead, and compose into one
edifice in the Jerusalem above, without the
souad of the hammer or of any ool of iron.
The church is bwilt here, on the confession of
faith in the Sen of God, and the gates of hell,
that iz, the grave, shall not prevent the Lord {rom
building into his spiritual temple bf the world 1o
come, every soul that in this world has been es-
tablished in the faith of Christ, that he is Liord of
all, to be manifested in due time, for the ean-
summmnation of this world and of time ; aud for the
introduction of the new heavens and earth which
are the eternal world, the abode of the risen
dead.

But how can there be asy considerable 1o-
rreass of union, except thore be a peint of union,
on which to rally the distracted household of
faith? And who shall designate that point?
The Roman hias long ngo sat up his bishop for
that point: the Pope is the centre of union for a
majority of the nominal church. Afl other denom-
inations have each thelr own standard, or con-
fession of this world, which is a sort of Pope w0
each, an imane of the beast; or it may he, his
mark iu the Torehead aml in the right hand.
Anid I confess to yon, 1o all lovers of unien and
of the Lord Jesus Curist, that Holy Writ opens
to wy understanding no way of escape from the
porwver of this beast, and from the cralt and poli-
cy of the woman =eated npon his noras in lofty
trmph, until the Ancient of days shail come,
with the time for the saints to possess the king-
dom ; whose kingdom is wot of this world, but
of thio world (o come, an everlasting state,

Therefore, Tam prepared te sce every effort
lilke this at Grown ). Babylon is confasion,
and jis thne 1s sure, until the Son of Man
comes! its trlumpl is eortain, its discord will
preeail more and more, o the cod. Weae |
cherishing the hope of a millentam in time, then
I would come prepared tn juke a part in the
Uninn Convention; bnt the Lord himself wil)
come n1 the end of time, and thea we bhave
promi<e of the rexurrection, and of the restitution
of ail thinzs to the poace, 1o0nocence, unioo, and
Jove of Bden and Paradise before Adam fell by
tran<oression.  Jesus, our Lord, by his righie-
ousaess, will remove the cnrse which Adam by
his sin inflicied on the earth; and life wili
Teign by him, where death now reigus by Adam.

I shall be ready to meet in any assembly within
my reach to advocate union in the coming Lord,
which is attainable only by faith Jo his near
coming; a faith universally cherished in the
primiuve church, and revived in the Refoerma-
ion, but suffered to be forsaken,

Notwithstanding, multitudes awake and re-
vive this faith both in England and this country;
and they who entertain it are eminently united,
of whatever sect they may be. Other union in
this world, I see ground to expect hone for the
churches.”

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

*Cun ye not discern the zgns of the Limes.??

BOSTON, SEPT. 15, I840.

A GENERAL CONFERENCE
ON THE
SECOND GOMING OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

The undersigned, believersin the Second
Coming and Kingdom of the Messiah ¢ at hand,”
cordially unite in the call of a general Confer-
ence of our hretliren of the United States, and
elsewhere, who are also looking for thé Advent
near, to meet at Boston, Mass. Wednesday, Oct.
14, 1840, at 10 o’clock, A. M. te continue two
days, or as long as may then be fourd hest.

The object of the Conference will not be to
form a new organization in the faith of Christ;
not to assail others of our brethren who differ
from us in regard to tbe period and manser of
the advent; but to discuss the whole subject
faithfully and fairly, in the exercise of that spir-
it of Christ, in which it willbe safe immediate-
ly to meet him at the judgment seat.

By so doing, we may accomplish much in
the rapid, general and powerful spread of “the
everlasting gospel of the kiogdom at hand,”
that the way of the Lord may he sneedily pre-
pared, whatever may be the precise period of
his coming.

Witniam Murzr,
Hexny Daxa Warn.
Hexny Joxgs,
Hexry Prvmer.
Jorx Truarm.
Josiarr Lirer,
Josniva P Arwoon,
Daxien MerioL.

Davio Minrasp.

L. D. FrLenme.
Josepr Rares.
Cuarcrs F. STEvENS
P. B. Russeii.
Tsaian Seaver.
Tmoray Cornz,

J. V. Hines,

{7 We liave received other names, but too
late for insertuon.

Scerzcts ror Discussion.—I1.Second Advent.
—2. Chreaology of Prophecy.—3. Restora-
tion of Israel.—4. History and doctrine of the
Milleaniuin,—&. The Kingdom of Heaven.—8.
The Judgment.

No person wiit be expected to take any ace
tive part in she Conference, except he confess
his faith in the near approach of our Lord in
his kingdom ; nor will aoy one be expected to
lake 2 part in the discussions until he has been
introduced to the ctommiutee of arrangements
and has made known to them the part or point
which he is prepared to discuss.

MuisnerresEnTaTion oF Mz, Miier’s Views
RELATIVE To THE Dav oF Grace; BY tE Ep-
iTor oF ~ Ziron’s Herarp,”

The opponents of Mr. Miller are making them-
selves merry in the supposed failure of what they
are pleased fulsefy to cali « Mr. Miller’s prediction,”
relative to the day of grace. Among the number

the Editor of # Zion’s Herald,” stands conspicuous.
We quote the following paragraph from the Herald
of the 1Dth ult.

“ Mz, Miuer’s Prenicrion.-—Yesterday, Au-
gust 111h, was the day, according to Mr. Miller,
which was to have closed the day of grace, or
when Christ was to have left the mediatorial
throne. My, Miller Aas all along maintained.
that after the 11tk of August, 1840, there could
be no conversions—that Christians would lose
their desire and their spirit of prayer for the
conversion of sinners——in fine, that that day
would close up the day of grace.

‘We took the liberty, same months since, to
say in the Herald, that no such thing would take
place ; that the world would go on as before, &e.
and that we Lelieved Mr. Miller’s systein to be
founded in error. We shall now seon see which
is right”

In relation to the above, we would simply state
that, MR, MILLER never gaid *that Christians
would }ose their desire and their spir:t of prayer for
the conversion of sinners; or that the day of grace
would close on 1he 11th of August,” without qualifi-
cation. He always spoke of it as a matter of gpenion,
and when asked how it should be known *the door
was shut,” after the pouring out of the “sixth vial, »
he replied that it would be known by the luss of the
spirit of prayer for the conversion of sinners, He
did not predict, {for he is no prophet) fhat Christians
would lose the spirit of prayer for the comversion of
sinners af that time; but, that if the door of mercy
was closed, the fact would be known by the loss of
the spirit of prayer for the unconverted. Do you
gow understand, Bro. Brown? The following ex-
tract is taken from a letter of the Editor of the
* Heraid,” written at the Campmeeting at Easiham,
It seems that even there, in the midst of & most glo-
ripus revival, and the rejoicings and shoutings of
“Zaon,” its © Herald,” was haunted by “Mr. Miller’s
prediction,” of which, by the way,he never believed
a word. Why did his devout soul turn aside from
the objret of his letter to give such a paragraph as
the following ; if indeed he was not somewhat
troubled about Ww. MiLLER ?

“ The preachers and people here, seem to la-
bot and pray with as much zeal, fervor and faith
for the conversion of sinners, since Tuesday,
the 11ih, as before; and there were as sound
conversions yesterday and Wednesday. as were
ever wilnessed on this ground. Wiil Mr. Miller
rejoice at this 2 Will he rejoice that sinners are
stll turning to God, or wilt mortification altend
the rnon-fulfilment of kis predictions? Wil ke
Rumble kimself before God and confess his error,
or will dissapointed ambition sour his mind and
lead him gradually to disirust the truth of Ged’s
Holy Word, us it has ail former fulse leachers?
We shall see.”

Well, he shall see. If he will turn his attention
to those congregations where Mr. M. is constantly
lecturing, he will see that Mr. M. is not only te-
joicing in the cooversion of souls; but where he
gives a full course of lectures, as a geoers, thing,
if he had & mind to count, Le would be able to reck-
on as large a number as Bro. B. conld from the
week’s labor, of the thousands of Israel at Kastham.
Hill ke see ?

THE JEWS,
Me. Berk, a converted Jew, from New ¥York,
formerly of Poland, gave two addresses in Chardon
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St. Chapel, on the 30th clt. on the present condi.
tion of the Jews—their forms snd cercmonies as
now practised—thelr present feelings in relation {o
Jesus of Nazareth, &e.

Mr. B’s object in lecturing, is {0 awaken the church
of the Gentiies to their duty and obligations towards
the Jews. He thinks the time has fully come when
the church sbould ture their attention to the wel-
fare of God’s ancient people. That while they are
sendirg Missionaries to all other nations, the Jew
has a’claim at least to be remembered amorg then.
He thinks that the Jews should receive special at.
tention at this timve, on account of their favorable
disposition to hear and receive the Gospel. If we
understand him, he discards the idea of their kiteral
refurn to build up Old Jerusalem; and seeks their
eonversion to Christ, in whom there ig neither Jew
nor Gentile—*“ but all are ene.” Tt isa glorious fact
that thousands of Jews have believed in Jesus of
Nazareth within a few years, and have been grafied
into the original stotk. This should encourage the
church to make speedy and spirited efforts for their
salvation.

Bro. B. has with him for sale two books, the prof-
its of which go to support himy in his mission
‘ameng the churches. The fiist is entitled “Jadab
and Isracl: or the restoration and cnnversion of the
Jews and the ten tribes. By Joseph Sumuel C. F.
Frey.*—with a narrative of the Author. The sec-
ond is entitled,  Joseph and Benjamin: a series of
letters on the controversy between Jews and Chris-
tians, comprising the most important doctrines of the
Christ:an religion,” by the same author, in 2 vols,

Mr. Frey is a converted Jew, and is well known
in this country &s an eminent scholar, and minister
of the Gospel. Tn the last ramed work he devotes
three letiers to “ the restoration of the Jews” He
advocates their literal restoralicn, and the re-estab-
lishment of Judaism for a season. We give the
following synopsis of his views ru—

“ From the statemment tn the preceding letters,
which comprises the sentiments of maoy wrilers,
both Jewish and Christian, on the subject of the
second advent of Christ, or the millennimm, it
appears that a certain chaln nf evenis is to take
place ; and although the things which relatc to
the circumstances, the time when, and 1he means
and instruments by which the predicted events
are to be brought about, cannot be known with
certninty, yet when weshall see the accomplish-
ment of the first, we may confidently look for
the nppeatance of the next event. For more
than thirty years, my dear Benjamin, I have
studied this subject as much as my other avoca-
tions would permit, and from what I have been
able to gather, both {rom the Holy Bible, from
the writings of man, and {rom the dispensations
of God’s providence, I now venlure, but with
the greatest diffidence dnd deepest humility, to
submit to you my feeble thoughts on this pro-
found subject; not for the purpose of eniering
into a contreversy with any one who may dif-
fox, bat merely for your consideration, te adopt
ot reject them ag you may think them most
agreeable to the revealed will of God.

The events to follow each other are prob-
ably these:

1. The way will be prepared for the return
of our people to their own land.

2. They wili r¢turn as a nation In an uncon-
verted state.

3. They will rebaild Jerusalem and the tem-

“ple, and re-establish Judaism for 2 season.

4, A considerable number of our brethren
will be converted, butnot return with our na-
iom.

5. These will afterwards be carried in vessels
of bulrushes to our people, and be the meaus of
leading them to declare themselves an indepen-
dent nation.

6. This will cause Jerusalemn o be besieged
by the eastern and the western antichrist,

7. Jesus Christ shall then appear personally
and visibly.

8. The effect of this appearance will be two-
fold ; the destruction of the enemy, or the bat-
tle of Armageddon, on the. one hand, and the
conversion of our nation on the other.

9. The ten tribes will then return and be re-
united with Judah.

10, The it vesurrection will take place.

11. Batan will be hound for a thousand
years.

12. During this peried Christ will reign per-
sonalty upon the earth, and the lknowledge of
the glory of the Tord ¢hall fill the whaele earth.

These twelve events will probably happen
within the space of 75 years, the portion of time
heiween the 1260 and 1335 vears mentioned by
Daciel. and about the middle of the Y5 years
the eighth ¢vent may be expected.

13. Afier this, Satan shell be let loose, male
war with the saints, and be cast into the lake ol
fire.

14, Then comes the general judgment.”

We think Mr. Frey is in a great and fatal error
in relation to the restoration of Israel, and the estab-
lishment of Judaism again at Old Jerusalem. As
long as this doctrine is preached and believed, the
church wil do nething for the Jew. She will only
watch the signs of the times relating to the political
aspect of the nat.ons in reference to thewr return..
Thus the Jew isleft to perish in his blindness,
while the churchis vainly leoking for a worldly,
nolitical restoration of the Israelitish Nation. Fein
hope.

The signs of the times arve very unfavorable to
a literal restoration. In Syria, on the very borders
of the promised land, the Jews are suffering under
dreadful persecution at this time. The foliewing
facts are most appalling:—

« PenseevTion of THE JEws a7 Damasevs.
[+'appears that a Roman Catholic priest, by the
name of Thomase, who had lived at Damascus
since 1807, disappeared in February last, 10geth-
er with his servant. A charge was soon brought
against the Jews of the city, that they had mur-
dered him in order to make use of his blood in
the feast of unleavened bread. One of them
was seized, without the shightest evidence of
guilt, and snhjected te the most cruel toriures.
At last, when life was almost extinet, e charged
the murder on seven of the most wealthy Jews
of the city. These were apprehended and -sub.
jacted to the most exeruciating torments, Two
of them died under the inflictions ; others, under
the influence of excessive agonies, wildly: con-
fessed themselves the murderers; and dreat
numbers of the Jews were taken up. The
following tortures were applied. 1. Flog-
ging. 2. Soaking them in large tanks of cold
waler, fu theit clothes. 3. Pressing their eyes
out of their socketsdby the head machine. 4.
Tying up, and twisting the tender parts of the
body. 8. Standing upright for three days with-
ont being permiited to lean against any thing.
6. Being dragged about in 4 large court by the

{ears till the blood gushed out. 7. Having thorns

driven in between the nails and the flesh of the
fingers and toes, 8 Haviug fire set to their
beards, fill their faces are singed. 9. Having
candles .held under their noses, so that the
flame rose up into the wuostrils.—" For five
months the poor Jews of Damascus have waked
in terror and laid down in alarm, fearing for
themselves and their children, and suffering un-
der the chargs of an accursed crime from which
their whole nature revolts.”

Various meetings have been held by Jews and
Christians in Eurepe and this country, and resolo-
tiofis passed, expressive of deep sympathy in the
welfare of the sufféring Jews, The following no-
tice of a meeting in Philadelphia, is from one of the
seenlar papers. We hope the resolution wili be car-
ried into effect, so faras it can be. We, think there
is a better prospect of multitudes of the Jews com~
ing to this country ; than there is of their retorning
to Palestine.

Tue Jews of Danascvs. “In pursuance of
a call, a large meeting of the Isrzelites of Phila-
delphia, was held, in that city, on Thursday
evening. Mr. John Moses was chosen Pres:
dent, and the meeting was opened by Mr. Abra-
Lam Hart, who made an appropriate speech, de-
picting the many sufferings which the Israelites
of the East have had poured oat upon their
heads. The following is one of the resolutions
adopted by the meeting:

Resolved, That we invite our brethren of Da-
mascus to leave the Iand of persecution aud tor-
ture, and to seek an dsylum in this free and
bappy land, where every one is allowed to enjoy
his own opinion—where indusiry prospers, and
where integrity 15 sure to meet its just rgeward.

A resclution was alse passed, to the effect
thata letier be despatched to the President of
the United States, requesting him to direct the
Awmerican Consul at Damascus {0 co-operate
with the ambassadors of other Powers in allevi-
ating the miseries of the Jews there.

Several Christian minisiers were present, and
the meeting was addressed by the Rev. Dr
Ducachet, of the Episcopal, and the Rev, Messrs
Ramsay and Kennedy, of the Presbyterian
Church.”

This meeting was held in the Jewisn Syvacosur,
and, we believe for the first time since the Chris-
Era, that Chiisfiens have been permitted to assoei-
ate with them, or to speak in their places of wor-
ship, 'The “mddle wall’ is being broken down.

THE LITERALIST.

This work has already been favorably noticed
tn “the Signs of the Thres” and from an exave-
ination of several numbers of it, T can heartily
concwr with the sentiment already expressed. 1
believe the pub]icatioﬂ‘wi]l do much toward dis-
pelling the mists of error which have long brood-
od over the subject of * the natuve and near ap-
proach of the kingdom of God.” It appears to
me that no candid mind can xise from a faithfal
examination of those pages without a convicijon
that the kingdom of God on earth is yet future,
and that it {s to be established at the second and
personal appearing of Christ on earth.

It is true there are some things advanced by
the writers of thoge numbers, with which [ can-
not gccord i—such, for instance, isthe opinion
respecting- the literal restoration of the Jews at
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the time of the Savior’s appearing ;——And, also
the rejection of the idea of understanding any-
thing respecticg the fulfillment of prophetic pe-
riods. But the work will find acess to many
minds, as it is, where, did it take other ground
on those points, it could find no avenue. -

On the whole, it will be a rich treat 10 all who
lIove the appecring of the Lord Jesus Christ.
All who feel any interest in this subject, should
obtain the work,and after reading it themselves,
circulate it among others; and thus endeavor
to do good. It deserves extensive patronage.

As a literary production,the Magazine is wor-
thy theage in which it appears.

Millenial Grove, Aug. 1840, L.

We have received news three
The insurrection in

A
The

Trr NaTions,
days later from Europe.
Syria has been put down by Mehemet Al
Revolution has been attempted in France.
next news will no doubt be very important.

{7 Bro. Hmes.—I c¢znnot but approve the
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object of the Confarence in Boston, and will at-

tend if it is possible.’ WM. MILLER.
THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON.

CONCLUDED.

L The fierceness of God’s wrath will fall on
the wicked tnhabitants of the earth.

The proof in support of this proposition, will
be drawn from the pesitive threatenings of Gead,
in reference to the event.

“Why do the heathen rage, and the people
imagine 2 vain thing !—The kings of the earth
set themselves, and the vulers take counsel to-
gether, against the Lord, and against his Anoin-
ted, saying, let us break their bands asunder,
and cast away their cords from us, He that sit-
teth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shali
have them i derision. Then skall he speak
unto them in his wrath and vex them ju his
sore displeasure.

Yet have Iset my King upon my holy hill of
Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said
untome, Thou art my Son; 1this day have I begot-
ten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for thy possesion. Thoa
shalt break them with a rod of iron ; thou shalt
dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel, Be
wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed,
ve judge’s of the earth. Serve the Lord with
fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way,
when his wrath is kindled but a fittle. Blessed
are al they that pat their trust in bim.”—Ps. 1,

1. The characters introduced as the objects
of God’s wrath, are, “the heathen,” “the peo-
ple,” ¢ the kings of the earth;” “ the rulers.”
All these are represented as raging and taking
counse! against the Liord and against his Anoint
ed,

2. The Lord threatens to “ have them in deri-
sion;” ‘o speak to them fn his wrath and vex
them in his sore displeasure;” *He will break
them with a rod_ofiron and dash them in pie-
ces like a potters vessel.” If this is not the
fierceness of God’s wrath, threatened to he pour-
ed on the wicked; then what would be 7 But it
may be asked, what bas this to do with the bat-
tle of Armageddon? This we will now consid-
er

'3. The time when this wrath shall be poured
out, is, when the Son of God is set on Zion’s
hill. And also, whenhe comes in possesion of |

the urtermost parts of the earth, The very dme
when the great battle of Armageddon will take
place. 'The events are therefore the same.

The next passage of Scripwre [ shalt adduce,
is the 50th Psalm. The time, is when God
calls to the heavens above and 10 the eanh that
he may judge his people, and when he gathers
his saints togetlier. After speaking of the good
he will bestow on his saints, he addresses the
wicked, verse 16, and threatens,unless they con-
sider and repent, to tear them in pieces, afd
thiere be none to deliver,

Again, Isa. Ixiii. 3, 4,6, #For 1 will tread
them in mine anger, and trample them in my
fury; and their blood shall be sprinkted upon
my garments, and I will stain all my raiment,
For the day of vengeance is in my heart,and the
day of my redecmed is come. And I will tread
down the people in mine anger, and make them
drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their
strength to the earth.” Such language as this
can only indicate some terrible exhibition of Je.
bovah’s wrath against the workers of iniquity.
It must, indeed, be a cup of trembling which the
wicked will be called to drink. Joel 1ii. 12—186,

“ Let the heathen be wakened,and come up to
the valley of Jehosaphat : for there will I sitto
judge all the heathen round about.

13 Put ye m the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe : come get you down; for the press is full,
the fats overflow; for their wickedness #s great.

14. Multitudes, mujtitudes in the valley of
decision : for the day of the Lord és near in the
valley of decision,

15, The sun and the moon shall be darkened,
and the stars shall withdraw their shining.

16 The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and
utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heav-
ens and the earth shall shake : bot the Lord
will e the hope of his people, and the strength
of the children of Israel.”

Here we are told the cause of these terrible
Judgments and the objects of God’s wrath: Viz
The heathen, those who neither know nor serve
the God of heaven; because their wickedness
is great, the fats overflow.

Dan. xii. 1. % And at that time shall Mich.
ael stand up, the great prince which standeth for
the children of thy people; and there shalibe a
time of trouble such as never was since there
was a nallon to that same time.” The Savior,
also predicts the same thing Matth. 24th chap-
ter.

2 Thess. 1. 6—10. * Seeing it is a righteous
thing with God to recompense tribulation to them
that trouble you; and to you, who are troubled,
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be re-
veated from heaven with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on them thatknow
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: wha shail be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of his power; whenthe
shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be
admired in all them that believe (because our
testimony among you was believed) in thatday.”

This is the climax of God’s threatenings,
And here I will leave the point. But were it
necessary, such passages might be found to al.
most any number, And the fulfillment of these
threatenings will constitute a part of the tribula-
tion of the GREAT BATTLE 0F ARMAGEDDON.

If this is a true delination ofthe terrible ven-
geance which the Lord Jesus will execute on
his enemies, when he leaves the right hand of
the Majesty of heaven, how appropriate and im-
portant to the world, is the exhorttion, Ps. ii

12, “Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye
perish from the way when his wrath is kindled
but a little.”

At such a time and under such cireurmstances,
how important and valuable will be the friend-
ship and protection of the Almighty! For—

1V. The People of God shall be secure in the
niidst of that calamity.

If there were no positive testilnony or prom-
ise of the truth of the above proposition, it might
detive great force and support from the history
of the past, God has in all ages, whenever his
judgments were to be poured out on the wicked,
provided for the safety of his own people,

Thus, when all flesh had corrupted its way
before God, znd only one righteous man remain-
ed in the midst of the universal desolation,
righteous Noah and his lhousehold found a di-
vine protector, who could hbe at no loss for an
asylum amid the ruin, as a refuge for the man
who honared him.

8o also it was with just Lot: for until his
safety was accomplished,all the sins of the de-
voled cities could mot induce the hand of Omuijp-
otence to unstop the vials of his wrath, or to suf-
fer the flery storm to descend. «Haste thee,”
szid God, “ escape thither; for I cannot do any
thing uutii thou be come thither.”

Thus also it was with Israel when God’s
judgments fell on Egypt. Did the Lord send
swarms of flieson Egypt? In the land of Gosh-
en, where God’s people were, no flies were seen.
Did the cattle of Egypt die, under the curse of
God ? Yet of all that was Israel’s, nothing
died or was harmed. Did the Thander, Light-
ning and Hail, destroy Egypt? In the land of
Goshen, where the children of Israel were, there
was a0 hatl,

Did darkness prevail in all Egypt for three
days and nights, so that none of t?:e Egyptians
rose from his place? In the hahitations of the
children™sf Israel, there was light. Were all
the first born of Egypt slain ?  Yet against any
of the children of Israel did not so much as a dog
move his tongue,

Were Pharaoh and his people overwhelmed
in the red sea? 'Through that same sea, God's
people found an highway by which they went
over dry shod. But time and space would fail
me, ianroducing instances of the above charac-
ter. From these however we learn that the
Lord knoweth how Lo deliver ihe Godly out of
tempiation, and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of Judginent to be punished.

But precedents aside, the promises of God to
his people, of deliverance in that day of calami.
ty, are clear and positive. Some of them now
claim attention. The 91st Psalm is a passage
in point. It refers to a time when God will re-
ward the wicked, and the righteous shall see it
with their eyes.

But to these who have made the Lord their
refuge, or the Most High their habitation, deliv-
erance is promised, “ Fhou shalt not be afraid
of the artow that flieth by day; nor for the pes-
tilence that walketh in darkness: nor for the
destraction that wasteth at noon day. A thou-
sand shall fell at thy side, and 1en thousard at
thy right hand ; but it shall not come nigh thee.
Qnly with thine eyes shalt thou see and behold
the reward of the wicked.”

Isa. xxvi, 20, 21. “ Come my people, enter
thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors
about thee {ide thyself ag it were for a litde
momént until the indignation be over past. For,
hehold, the Liord cometh out of his place to pun-
ish the inhabitants of the world for their iniqui-
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ty.” Here then we have a promise of safety to
God’s peopie in that day.

The prophet Daniel, in a passage, part of
which has been aiready quoted, teaches the
same thing.

Dan. xit. 1. ¢ There shall be a time of trou-
ble such as never was since there was a nalion
to that same time: and at that time thy people
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found
written in the book.”

What is meant by being “writtgn in the
book,” we may learn from Malachi iii. 16—18.

“Then they that feared the Lord spake often
one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and
heard 42 : and a book of retnembrance was writ-
ten before him for ithem that feared the Lord, and
that thought upon his name.

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of
hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels;
and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own
son that serveth him,

18 Then shall ye return and discern between
the righteous and the wicked, between him that
serveth (God and him that serveth him not.”

Chap. iv. 1. “ For behold, the day cometh,
that shall burn as an "oven; and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble :
and the day that cometh shall burn them up,
saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither rootner branch.”

In that day of calamity, the benefit of piety
will appear in a manuer it never did before : and
no man will conclude he has served God in
vain.

Neither will any thiniz in that day, they have
been too strictly religious; or that 1t is jnst as
well to have professed religion as to have itin
possession. Nothing but real holiness, having
the robe washed and made white in the blood
of the Lemb, will stand the test of that fire.

For thus saith the Liord: Zeph. ii. 3. * Seek
ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, whizh
have wrought his judgment; seek righteous-
ness, seek meekness; It may be ye shall be hid
in the day of the Lord’s anger.”

Joel. til. 16. * The Lord also shall roar eut
of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem ; and
the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the
Lord will be the hope of his people, and the
strength of the children of Israel.”

Ouce wnore : the Savior, when he predicteq
the tribulation of that day, Mauth. xxiv. 21, 22,
added, *¢ except those days should be shortened,
there should no fiesh be saved: but fpr the
elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.”
Luke xxi. 36. * Watch ye therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to es-
cape all these things that shall come to pass,
and to siand before the son of Man.”” With
these promises the great concern of all should be
to possess such a character as to be sble to claim
them.

But although 1t shall be thus well with the
righteous, those who are truly so, it will not
be so with the hypoeritical pretender to piety.
No mere profession will answer instead of the
wedding garment. Isa. xxxiii, 14.  « The
sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath
surprised the hypocrites.” See also the whole
chapter, and also the following chapter. Indeed,
sinners in Zon sre now afraid. There is no
subject which can be introduced and dwelt upon,
which excites so many disagreeable sensations
in the breast of vast numbers of professors of
religion, as the near approach ef that great day.
But if they cannot bear to hear of it, how will
they be able to meetit? Far who can dwell
with devouring fire?

SIGNS OF THE TIME S,

An idea is abroad that a great time of perse-
cution and martyrdom is before the chureh, and
that it will constitute a part of the tribulation of
that day: butl cannot find it in the Bible. I
believethe time of suffering to the real Chris-
tian is nearly over: and that when Christ ledves
ke throne of mercy for that of Judgment he
will protect and defend his own people from all
harm, they will go in with him to the marriage,
and the door will be shut,

Thus I have presented a brief and imperfeet
view of this awful subject, as I find it in God’s
holy boolk. [f, asis the design of the writer,
it shall be the means of exciting one individual
to prepare to meet the day end event, let the
glory be aseribed to God, to whom ali praise he-
longs. .

ROCKINGHAM C. CONFERENCE.

The following Resolulions were unanimously
passed by the Rockingham Christian Conference,
held at Newton, N. H. on the 9th inst. This
body is composed of upwards of thirty ministers,
most of whom were present. The * Christian
Herald,” referred to in the 4th Res. is published
at Exeter, N, H. and is an excellent family pa-
per. Eb.

1. Resolved, that the docirine of Chirst’s sec-
ond coming, te judge the world, is, in our view,
one of great importance to be taught; and very
Loenerally found in the Bible, and although we
are not prepared to decide in regard to the par-
ticular period of the event, we comsider it per-
fectly safe and seriptural for all to be looking out
and prepared for it as being now, specially < at
hand.”

2. Resolved, (hat it be recommended 10 all, so
far as our influence may extend, to give the sub-
ject a ready and faithful examination, as found
in the Seriptures; and to avail themselves of
such help, in doing it, as in their views shall
be most safe and scriptural,

3. Resolved, that the  Signs of the Times, of
Christ Second Coming,” published at Boston, so
far as we have had opportunity to learn, bids
fair as heing a useful help on the subject.

4. Resolved, That we approve of the doings
of our appointed council for conducting the
Christain Herald, (publisbed at Exeter,) in re.
gard to their opening its colums as they have
done, for a fair and judicious discussion of the
subject of Christ’s coming and kingdom “at
hand;” D. P. PIKE.

Sec. B. C. C.

“Rev. Mr. Kirx'’s visit To Bostox.”

A correspondent of the “ N. Y. Observer,” has
given a particular account of Mr. Kirk’s recent visit
to this city. We give the following extract to our
readers:

«* Since his (Mr. Kirk’s) departure, the influ-
ence of his labors on the religious state of the
city is not perceptible.. Ican find no person
wwho has heard of any jnstance of conviction as
the result of his preaching; ner have conver-
sions been more numerous than before. Some
Unitarians, after hearing bim, have declared
themselves well pleased, and have lamented the
want of any thing to move the heart in their
own places of worship; but such instencés had
been not unfrequent during the winter; and |
am not awars that their number has been much
increased. Ore man has expressed his belief
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that since Mr, Kirk's departure, there has been
a ‘‘reaction.” Not improbably, it may bave
been so in some instances; but I think no such
effect is generally observable.”

Mr, K. preached to immense audiences some fif-
teen or iwenty sermens. And here we are told
that nothing was accomplished, Mgz, MinLER gave
sixteen lectures at the Marlbore’ Chapel last win-
ter, that brings a very different repaort, if heis an
“ignorant fanatic!” Many hundreds were awak-
ened, and converted by his labors; and the church-
es were aroused.

LITERARY NOTICE.

We give the following notice of Mr. Smolini-
ker, at his request. We think him 10 be a very
sincere man ; and that he is to the best of his
knowledge endeavoring to seek the good of his
race. Bat so far as we have been able to obtain
a knowiedge of his views and plans, we think
he is iaboring under a great delusion. Ep.

The signs of the Advent of Christ—uwho has now
appeared to usfor the restoration of wumi-
versal peace on earth, illustrated in the work
entitled © Memorable Events, §-c.” in three vol-
wmes, of 1966 pages.

They, who by the grace of the Lword, have
{rom the statements of the prophecies correctly
found the time, in which he has determined to
appear to us, and whe zealously preclaim -the
Lord to be appearing ; and that mien should by
worthy fruits of repentance prepare for his ad-
vent, commonly transgress the bounds assigned
to them, by attempting to explain ‘the prophetic
images, in which the mysteries of bis appear-
ance have been prophecied ; though these ima-
ges ate of such a nature as to render it impossi.
ble for any man, before the fulfilment of these
mysteries, to fathom how the prophetie images
treating thereof, will be accomplished. The
preachers of the milienial peace have forgot that
the Lord, when speaking thereof, explicitly said :
< Behold, I come as a thief! (Rev. xvi. 16.")—
As the thief commits thefi in secret, and men are
aware of it, but after it has been done, even so
has the Liord in our time caused the mysteries
of his appearance to be fulfilled in a manner,
that men will but now, after they have been ex-
posed, learn to understand, that He has indeed
appeared to us for the restoration of His peace on
earth, [t has even not been understood, that the
Lord has resoived thus 1o appear in our time,
that an apostle is to explain the signs of his ap-
pearance and to fuifili and disclose the mysteries
thereof, though this has in various ways been
prophesied in many possages of the Holy Writ,
beginning with the first book. And particularly
in the Revelation, The appearance of our Lord
has heen taken as material literal, as did the au-
ditors in the synagogue at Capernaum. (John
vi.) His promise that he should give us “ His
flesh {or fpod and his blood for drink.” And
the Lord on the “ wbite borse,” for the great
baule has been expected to be visible to carnal
eyes.

" Now in the fulfillinent of the times since the
year 1836.until this hour, se much has beeft pre-
pared, that they, who are aware of it, do confi-
dently expect, that with the end of the year 1846
Christians will be already universally uniled, in
order to establish on alf ihe earth the peace of
the Lord, with his extraordinary co-operation
which is firmly to last through thousands of
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years to come, Until now, as the Lord has
predicted, every thing has been in secret, properly
prepared and thus esposed, that Chrisuans after
duly beholding the exposition thereof, will uni-
versally co-operate toward the great peace. And
the Lord will as ke has promised, for the fulfil-
ment of his counsels pour out over them His
spirit in extraordinary fulaess,

bis exposition has beent given in 3 volumes
of the work, which has appeared first in German,
and is now'belng transferred into English; its
geueral title reads: * Memorable events i the life
of Andreas Bernardus Smolnikar.” For a more
full account of the coatents of each volume, the
foliowing tities have been subjoined ; to volume
first: ¢ A historical testimony, that Jesus Christ
did prepare the above named professor, and cler-
gywman, for a messenger extraordinary for the
worl: of uniting all nations In this Church, and
Jid com!hand him as such, presently to appear
in public.”—TFo voloine second : ¢ An Illustration
of the testimony, that the author has publicly ap-
peared as a messenger extraovdinary of Chuist,
confirmed by sufficient signs; and explanation
al the mysteries, which he has at the command
of the divine spirit fulflled for uniting 10 Chris-
tians of all sects in the one apestolical Church,
With an appendix on what Is antichristian in po-
perv.”’—To volume third : < An exposition of the
propiccies, by which Christ the Lord hes con-
frmed, that He has appeared to us for the fulfi-
ment of his promises to restore his kingdom on
alt the earth, and to give his peace unto all na-
tions, and with his appearance appointed the au-
thor his messenger extrasrdinary, or apostle, and
through him fulfilled all the mysteries for the
foundation of his peace, With an iatroduction
for the easier wanderstandtpg of the subsequent
exposition of the prophecics ; and an appendix of
the sious for the asseinbly in the place, which in
Hebrew is called Armogeddon (Hev, xvi. 16.77)
Renders urderstanding German can get all three
volumes of 1966 poges, back and edges bound in
leather for three dollars, in New York, at G.
Sparre’s 479 Pearl-street,—and at I Ludrig’s 72
Vesey street.  In Boston, the work can be got at
Jurnes B.Dow’s—382 Washingtlon-sireet, as also
a pamphlet of 24 pages, both in English and Ger-
man, for ten cents, in which are found more spe-
cial disclosnres than I can give in thiz article, on
this most momentots subject.

After the publication of volume third as many
steps toward the promulgaiion of this canse have
been dene by me, as the actual position of things
adroitted of, afier they, who at the first ought to
have promulgated 11, have not done their duty.
Some mechanics are the first, who bave duly
comprehended it, and advanced money for the
printing of the work., Buat there were not means
suffieient for ordering so many copies to be prin-
ted as would have properly supplied the book-
stores in America, and Europe; and-at present
more means are necessary for publishing the
Eunglish translation of the work. Also a paper
has to appear both in English and German, to-
gether with various other things, that the Lord
has resolved to do in cur time. [Te has resolv-
ed o accomplish it by men with his peculiar as-
sistance, and to this end he has not until now
roused as many men as were indispensibly nec-
essary for carrying through the press the above
works, and made known the testimonials of his
present appearance in one language at least.

From the foregoing it is seen, that for the ef-
fectual promotion of this momentous causs, asso-
eiation beeomes necessary for the purpose of de-
fraying all expenses until they could be rejmburs-

ed ltom the sale of books, ete.  All further par-
ticulars wre referred to private interviews, to
which I do herewith invite to be had at any time
to visitors, & Carlwn place, in tl.c rear of 53 Eli-
ot Street, Boston.

They only are invited whe are willing to
promote the universal welfave, and able to this
end, to contribute either by advancing something
of their own, as by moving others so to do.

The grace of the Lord be with all, who sin-
cerely desire his peace, and are ready to co-op-
eizte in its establislunent in all the earth.

ANDREAS BERNARDUS SMOLNIKAR.

[Z7 We are obliged to defer the further notice
of Bro Jene's lectures—and would now correct a
nistake 10 relation lo the price, they are 62 cts,
not 75.

Refnge of Beoflers

< Fhere shall come in the last days, seoffers.”

The foliowing article was circulated in the
form of a handhbill, the day that 3r. Milier com-
meénced his course of lectures at Cambridge-port,
in the Baptist Caurch. We have the original
handbill, which was fornished us by a iiiend,
who received it from an advocate of the doctrine
of “ peace and safety.” Their objects perhaps
were bost known among thewmselves, The in-
fidels of Cambridge had wo much respect for
themselves to countenance such villany.

Trr Jor Mirter Propurr.—It is reported of
this Infernal Fool, thathe is to figure on the gul-
Tism order, in Cambridgepert, for the especial
benefit of the fernale sex, proving to a dead cer-
tainty, that no women will go to heaven-—as the
Boolt nowhere says fo such effect—but that al
the close of the year 1843, toe shrieks of the wo-
men will be of such thundering effect, that the
moon will turn to blood, the stars fall, and the
sun recede from existence, and the end of the
world come. Joey says he will then be found
on the top of the highest mountain, sounding a
tin conk-shell to drown hell of its horrora!

BILLY HIMES, Scrife.

Groton. (Ms.)) July 6, 1840.

Drar Siks,—Roason and cominon sense hav-
ing (as it seews) pretty much left this town, and
wildness of imagination taken its place, I deem
it advisable to have one of your papers among
the many self styled religious decuments which
we daily have tmposed onus.  The doors of two
meeting houses, out of three (which are within
gunshot of me,} are throwa open day and eve-
ning for the purpose of telling their bughear
stories.——~They say the spirit of God is among
us. From cne day io another, they exclaim #s-
day 1s the time or you are forever too late. A
rallying committee, consisting of from ten to
twenty, are daily tramping about town, warning
all silly women and others to flee from the wrath
to cotne and follow Christ.  They tell of Daniel’s
vision, and Miller’s vision, etc. The sprinkling
Calvinist and immersing Calvinist amalgamate
for the sake of stirring up the people. The
sprinkler says he does not wish for more than
two years to pull down the Unitarisns. 1 hope
he will do.it, and then reason and common sense
will pull kéwm down.

There is much division in families in this
place, The husband is one kind of a Christian,

the wife another, and so on though the family.
A case has ocewnred, sinee the pious ranting be-
zan, which is heart rending. One of our most
dustrious aud worthy mechanics married a few
years ago a Calvanist Church member; buavalter
their marriage she coosented te attend the Uni-
tarian meering with him, and has contirued so
to do, unu!l of late. The rallying commitice
have visited hey, and through their influence she
has quit her hushand and follows the priest,
much to hexr husband’s dissatisfaction. When
the matter is meutioned lo bim, tears junedi-
ately flow, and no wonder.——Thereis a divisien
here of a serious nature, and who is the cause of
it? Is the priest the cause? Oh?! npo!!!
Priesteraft does no injory,— Investigator.

The following remarks were made by the cd-
itor of the Investigator, on the artice from < Zi-

or’s Herald,” found in another column; relating
to Christiaus losing the spirit of prayer, &ec, Ep,

We hope it may. When * Christians lose
their desire and their spirit of prayer for the con-
version (delusion) of sinners,” they wiil turn their
aitention to smuething useful. They wili then
perceive Lhat the rost culpable ¢ sinners” have
been those, who, disregarding reason, common
sense and justice, luxuriated on the hard earn-
ings of the unsuspecung, the poor and the indus-
trious. We hepe we may hve to see that time
—live to know that honestinilasiry is not filched
for the support of clericai drones, pretenders, im-
postars: and to see, cvery where, the great
truth acknowledged and acted wpon, that memRIT
“makes the Man, and want of it the fellow.”
That would be a reai Millenium ; a paradise far
exceeding in happiness aud glory all thal has
been said or sung of the imaginary Heaven be-
vond the clouds; but priests, ever vigilant anl
active in the causc of superstition, will, to the
death, oppose man’s true redemption.

(27 The Lditer of the  Signs of the Times’
—the paper in favor of a general ¢ blow up” in
1843—ranks us among the “scoffers.” Br.
Himes, you may he stroug in the faith now, bat if
we are not mistaken, you will bes *scoffer”
voureelf before the end of 1843, Mark the
prophecy of an infddel '—I5.

We have * marked” 72, Iin.
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