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Preface

WE are living in stirring times. The heralds of the
second advent, with the banner of the great threefold
message, are hastening on with eager footsteps to all
the world. It is one of the most thrilling periods of this
earth’s history.

No servant of Jesus at this time can afford to lose
sight of the great commission: “ Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature.” As we enter
the last hours of probationary time, and see that millions
are still unwarned, our love for him who spake those
words will prompt us to a complete consecration of our-
selves, our little ones, and all our substance to the finish-
ing of the work.

We need to be encouraged to increased faithfulness
and greater sacrifice. To this end this little booklet has
been prepared. No long array of figures is presented,
but simply a running account, somewhat disconnected, of
a few of the incidents in the story of our missionary
advance in one portion of the field. Within the small
compass of this booklet only a glimpse here and there can
be given. It is hoped that the many illustrations will aid
the reader in getting quite a comprehensive view of the
native types and beautiful scenery.

In the record of splendid results we give all the glory
to God. All the power came from him. Men have been
his helping hand, and only as they have co-operated with
him has the work gone forward. It is manifestly impos-
sible to mention all the names of the great army of
workers who, as laborers together with him, have been
instruments in the accomplishing of these results. As a
rule, names mentioned are those necessarily connected
with the opening of various fields.

The Seventh-day Adventist people must be the most
intensely missionary people in the world. The message
is committed to us that we might hasten on with it to all
peoples and tongues. Our houses, our lands, our business
transactions must all be shaped in accordance with this
great crusade. Otherwise we have no reason for exist-
ence as a separate people.

The path before the young men and women of this
denomination leads straight to the needy fields. It may
lead them through some educational institution for better
equipment for service, but it leads on to the dark places
of earth. It is the way of the cross, and it is a glorious
way, for the Saviour walks with us, and at its end is the
crown of life.

The Lord has opened wide the doors into all lands.
He has raised up a large body of people, given them
means, sanitariums, colleges, and an army of bright
young people. He has promised them all power. So the
doors are opened, and there are men enough, means
enough, and power enough, and yet the work lingers.
We ask you, dear reader, where lies the responsibility
now, if the work is not done, and souls perish in the
darkness, who might otherwise be saved.

God says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved,” and his challenge to this people
at this time is, “How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they
hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach,
except they be sent?” The majority of the photographs
for this book were furnished by L. E. Wellman. The
mission story was written by Geo. F. Enoch.

PUBLISHERS.
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~ Our Missions in the Sunny Caribbean P

s« Cast thy br upon the waters: for t/

find it after many days.’

HE story of the rise and progress of the work
of the advent message in the West Indian
field is a splendid example of the fulfilment
of the promise, my word “shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that

| which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it.”

In the year 1883 a branch office of our International
Tract Society was established in New York City. In
addition to other duties, the workers there sent barrels,
boxes, and bundles of literature by ship to many parts of
the world. Tt was bread cast upon the waters, which has
not been lost in the years that have followed.

One day, ac-
cording to his
custom, Brother
Wm. J. Boynton
asked the captain
of a ship sailing
for British Gui-
ana, South Amer-
ica, to kindly dis-
tribute a roll of
religious papers in

ROSEAU HARBOR, DOMINICA, B. W.

that country. Tke captain reluctantly consented to do so.
Not long afterward, a woman living near the wharf in
Georgetown, British Guiana, noticed that an old man
who daily passed her house did not go as usual to his
work. Upon visiting him, she found him ill, and on his
table noticed a strange-looking paper called The Signs
of the Times. He told her that a few days before, a sea
captain had stepped ashore, and, scattering a bundle of
papers on the wharf, remarked, “I have fulfillel my
promise.” The old man had brought one of the papers
home, and gladly gave it to his visitor. She read it with
eagerness. The seed thrown thus carelessly by the way-
side found lodging in an honest Leart. That woman at
once began keep-

ing the Sabbath.

Others soon

joined in Sabbath

observance. After

thoroughly study-

ing that treasured

paper, it was

carefully folded,

and sent by mail

5 to her sister liv-
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ing in Barbados. Before it was worn out, several in that
place were brought to the light of the Sabbath truth.

But all the story of that fruitful effort goes back fur-
ther still — to the days of slavery, when a black and pious
mother in Barbados, with her children gathered around
her knee, and an open Bible in her hand, read to them
the fourth commandment. She said to them, in sub-
stance: “ My children, God made the seventh day holy,
and it is the Sabbath. Men have changed it, but some
day the true Sabbath will be restored. I may not live to
see it, but you will.”

They never forgot that Bible lesson and its comment.
When that Signs fell into the hands of those children,
now grown old in years, and they read of a people who
were keeping the Sabbath day according to the com-
mandment, they at once with joy accepted it, and said,
* Mother told us so.”

This story is characteristic of our work in the West
Indies. The plain language of the fourth commandment
carries conviction to the hearts of the pious. The repe-
tition of the ten commandments in the ritual service of
all West Indian churches has sown seeds of Bible truth
which later were to spring up and bear fruit.

These new believers began a correspondence with the
International Tract Society in America, and soon a col-
porteur was found, who, drifting from Africa to Boston,
had become acquainted with Elder S. N. Haskell, and
accepted the message. He proceeded to British Guiana,
and for two or three years faithfully distributed all lit-
erature sent him.

He reported, through the Review, Dec. 2, 1886, the
first Sabbath meeting in that field.

In 1885 Sister E. Gauterau, of Honduras, who had
accepted the message in California, returned to her home
in Central America, carrying with her a large supply of
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reading-matter.

She scattered it throughout the Bay
Islands, and in British Honduras, furnishing many names

to the International Tract Society secretaries. They did
their part faithfully, and soon there were many interested
ones in that field.

From both British Guiana and Central America letters
poured in so rapidly that the General Conference held in

« Battle Creek in November, 1886, decided that Elder G.

G. Rupert should visit British Guiana, and Elder T. H.
Gibbs, Honduras and the Bay Islands. These brethren
left the States in January, 1887, and found many inter-
ested believers.

Elder Rupert was accompanied by Brother G. A. King,
of New York, one of our pioneer canvassers, with a
supply of books. Their stay was only about three months.
During that time Brother King sold over eight hundred
dollars’ worth of books, and Elder Rupert baptized
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thirty persons, leaving a Sabbath-school of forty members.

Elder T. H. Gibbs found a good interest in Central
America, but as he was unable to stay, did not think it
wise to baptize any. He, however, preached sermons,
gave Bible readings, sold a good quantity of books, placed
a reading rack in Honduras, secured names for missionary
correspondence, and found reliable people to act as dis-
tributors of literature. At this time the hungry fields
were calling loudly for publications. Thus the leaven of
the message was introduced, and left to work.

After the short visit of these brethren, the new believ-
ers waited for years for the return of the living preacher.
Surrounded by those who were continually ridiculing
them, made a peculiar people by the distinctive truths of
this message, having had but little actual contact with
the denomination, they still held bravely to the message
as they knew it, waiting for further help to reach them.

In 1888 Mrs. A. Roskruge, of the island of Antigua,
was visiting England, and accepted the message in Lon-
don. Returning next year to her home, she began at once
to do what she could to let the light shine in Antigua.
A little Sabbath-school
was promptly organized.
Antigua has since been a
center for our work in
the north end of the East
Caribbean.

This same year Wm.
Arnold made the first of
_ five very successful

canvassing trips to this

field. He began work
in the east end of the

Caribbean. He reports

taking thirty orders a

WA
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He worked in almost

day, and three hundred a month.
every English-speaking colony in the West Indies. In

1896 he reported that he had placed five thousand books
in the homes of people in the tropics. He also furnished
the International Tract Society secretaries with more
than one thousand names for missionary correspondence.

In 1889 one of the native brethren passed from British
Guiana to Barbados, scattering the pages of truth, and
arousing a great interest.

In 1890 Elder D. A. Ball went to the West Indies,
visiting most of the islands from St. Thomas to Grenada.
He found the leaven of truth working all through the
field, and was able to organize working companies in Bar-
bados and Antigua. After two years of faithful service,
failing health compelled him to withdraw from the field.
This was a source of great trial to the little companies,
as it was several years before they were to again have a
minister with them.

The little church in Barbados was particularly faithful
through these years. We find a letter from Brother E.
Rogers, the leader of the little church, written in 1893,
thanking some tract society in the States for the gift
of a complete set of the “Testimonies for the Church.”
He says that the reading of these Testimonies in the
church had not only kept them from discouragement, and
fully established them in the faith, but had also developed
new believers. Late that year, A. Beans and W. Hackett,
two faithful evangelistic canvassers, located in Barbados.
Their coming was of untold value to the little struggling
company. These brethren were not only a strength to
the church, but from that church in Barbados they trained
a corps of our West Indian young men as canvassers,
who have stood as leaders in our canvassing work ever
since. As early as 1896 W. F. Cozier and R. N. Batson
were working in Antigua, and T. Critchlow and J. Lewis
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in Montserrat. These brethren were all members of the
Barbados church. Up to 1899, A. Beans reports having
received from the publishing houses $11,117.50 worth of
books.

In 1892 relief was sent to Central America. That
year Elder and Mrs. F. J. Hutchins went down to pioneer
the way along the Central American coast. In the years
that followed, they scattered thousands of pages of litera-
ture all along the coast, from British Honduras to Colon.
Elder Hutchins found about fifteen believers in Ruatan,
of the Bay Islands. Soon Utilla and Bonacca, other
islands of this same group, had believers in the message.
The progress of the message was so rapid that a church
building begun as a union church was finished as a Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church, almost all those connected
with it having accepted the message during its erection.

Traveling along this coast is very difficult and
dangerous. The following quotation from a
report of one of the workers gives us a
glimpse of one phase of the mission-
aries’ life inthisssfield: “Soon .after
leaving Belize, a storm

arose that tried the

strength of the rigging,
It was so severe that
all sail except
about half the
foresail had to

be furled;

the dark-

“ ness was
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dense; the rain poured in torrents, and great heavy seas
dashed over us. The compass was our only guide to keep
us in the narrow channel between the cays and the main.
Those of us who had to stand on the deck all through the
storm were thoroughly drenched and well weather-beaten.”
Through such scenes as this, oft-repeated, our mission-
aries scattered the seeds of truth. C. L. Emmerson and
wife went to the Bay Islands in 1892.

Those who pioneered the way along ™
this coast soon fcund that the modes of
traveling prevailing were such that it =
seemed necessary for them to have a
boat of their own. Accordingly, in 1807, the “ Herald,”
a trim little schooner of thirty-five tons’ burden, fifty feet
long, and eleven feet beam, was put into commission. She
had accommodation for passengers, and abundant room
for a large quantity of books and other literature, and
for several years was well-known all along the coast.

Methods of communication having improved some-
what in 1901, the “ Herald” was sold, and a portion of
the proceeds purchased the mission property in Bocas del
Toro, Reputlic of Panama, S. A. A gasoline launch was
also purchased, to operate among the little isles dotting
the lagoons around DBocas.

In 1902 Elder Hutchins, stricken with a tropical discase,
died in Bocas del Toro, and awaits the Life-giver.

In 1891 the International Tract Society had in some
way received names of people interested in Bible study
in Jamaica. The interest aroused by this correspondence
led two canvassers to the field the following year, Breth-
ren James Patterson and B. B. Newman.

In Jamaica there was no gap between the coming of
the canvasser and the minister, and when the minister
came, he located permanently. This proved to be a great
advantage to the work.
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Mrs. M. Harrison, a lady from Jamaica, who had ac-
cepted the message there through reading, visited the
General Conference in 1893, and pleaded for a minister
to be sent to Jamaica. Elder and Mrs. A. J. Haysmer
were sent in response to this plea. They landed in Kings-
ton in May, 1893, and found a small company of believers
waiting to welcome them. By February, 1894, they
were able to organize the first Seventh-day Adventist
church in Jamaica. Thirty-one were baptized, and
six were received into the church by letter.

In March, 1895, Elder F. I. Richard-
son joined Elder Haysmer, and found
seventy-four church-members.  The
first tent-nieeting in Jamaica, held on
the race-course, Kingston, was very

successful, and will be long re-
membered by the early believers.
This infant church was very

active in the seed-sowing campaign.
Large clubs of Signs were taken, and
thousands of pages of tracts and pam-
phlets given away and loaned on the
envelope system. The young men and
women, as they accepted the message, were
trained as colporteurs, and soon our books
were to be found in every parish. J. J. Evans
and C. M. Perrin, canvassers from the States, joined
the workers; Brother Perrin to lay down his life soon
after.

That year Brother A. S. Humphries, a native minister,
accepted the message. Upon preaching it to his congre-
gation, he was thrown violently out of the church. The
little company of believers were bitterly persecuted, but
showed great patience through all their trials.

In 1896 Elder C. A. Hall and family joined the force
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of workers in Jamaica, Elder Richardson passing on to
Africa. In that year the Spanish Town church was dedi-
cated. In 1897 was held the dedicatory service of the
Kingston church, the largest church building our people
have had in the West Indies. (This building was prac-
tically wrecked in the Kingston earthquake, Jan. 14,
1907.) In 186, three hundred members were reported
from Jamaica.
The year 1893 also brought relief to British Guiana.
After so long a time, Elder W. G. Kneeland
and wife located in Georgetown, and at once
gathered the believers, and reorganized the
work. The six years of struggle alone,
waiting for ministerial help, had not
been for the best. As soon as possible,
Elder Kneeland pushed out into the
unentered portions of the Guianas
along the Coast, and up the great
rivers of that country. Dutch Gui-
ana soon reported believers.
Intimately associated with the history
of the Guianas is the story of the early
Moravian missionaries. It is said that
for years their graves here were as
numerous as their converts. Yet they were
not discouraged. As soon as one laborer suc-
cumtbed to tke climate, another volunteer stepped forward
to fill the vacancy. Their noble example of sacrifice fur-
nished an inspiration to all missionary workers.

Early in 1893, Dr. and Mrs. B. J. Ferciot joined the
forces in British Guiana with the intention of establishing
a medical mission. Phillip Giddings, a native of British
Guiana who had spent several years at the Battle Creek
College and Sanitarium, returned at the same time. Owing
to the very strict medical laws of British Guiana, they
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were not able to open up the medical work as planned.

In July, 18935, Elder Kneeland organized the Bootooba
church, up the Demerara River. In this church were
three aboriginal Indians. Thus the message had reached
yet another race within our union.

In the vast South American forests dwell thousands
of the aborigines of the Western Hemisphere. A quiet
and inoffensive people, they have been passed by on the

other side, and wander neg-
lected in their forest homes,
surrounded by nature in her
grandest forms. Along the
sorders of civilization frin-
sing the coast, Christian mis-
sionaries have done some-
thing for them. But the
great majority still wander
in the depths of the forest,
scattered abroad as sheep
having no shepherd. Will
not some one’s heart be
moved with compassion at
their lot as they wait in their
loneliness for the light that
the third angel’s message can
bring them?

Soon after the organiza-
tion of the Bootooba church,
a colored brother, a school-
teacher, visited the Indian
tribes living near the mouth
of the Essequibo River. Tte
first meeting was held under
o the shade of a tree in the

depths of the forest. The
Sabbath truth became specially precious to these Indians.
Children of nature, the running stream, hill and vale, the
growing tree, the singing bird, all speak to them of the
great Giver of all good in a language they understand.
They have not yet been educated away from nature, so
the Sabbath appeals powerfully to them, being the sign
of him who made all things, and who still upholds all
things by the word of his power.
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Of the dedication of their humble church building
in December, 1896, one who was present writes: “ The
time occupied in falling, squaring, and hauling out the
timber and putting up the structure, was less than two
weeks. We were thankful for the opportunity of uniting
our hearts’ praises with those whose hands had made the
house wherein four nationalities — Indian, Hindu, negro,
Caucasian — that Sabbath morning of the dedication
could say, ‘Our Father which art in heaven.’ It was a
season long to be remembered when these simple children
of the forest waked the woods with their glad songs of
salvation.”

After this dedication an epidemic of smallpox swept
through these Indian settlements, and many died. As a
result, the Indians moved farther up the Essequibo, and
our Indians located on Tapacrooma Creek, erecting a new
church building, where from Sabbath to Sabbath they
gather from the depths of the forest to study their Sab-
bath-school lesson, and worship God. It is interesting to
note that these Indians are faithful in paying their tithe,
and that they subscribe for the Review and Herald and
Caribbean Watchman. Although they
have been left almost alone, two
years at one time passing without
their seeing the face of a
minister, yet they have re-
mained true to God
and this message. \
Their church now <
numbers twenty-one
members, chiefly
from the Arawaak
tribe, but including a
few Caribs. They have
sent to us again and again
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pleading, “Send us a teacher.” At our West Indian
Union Conference in January, 1907, it was decided that
one of our Jamaica teachers should answer this call. But
that is barely a beginning.

There is something thrilling in the onward march of
the great threefold message. It is binding together in a
common cause the hearts of men and women of different
races and customs. The same truth that is so precious to
those who have had the benefits of modern civilization is
manna to the souls of those who dwell in the midst of
the simplicity of nature.

While the message was so successfully winning its
way in other parts, still another portion of our field was
entered. In November, 1893, C. H. Richards and wife
pioneered the way into the Bahamas, as canvassers. They
were followed in 1895 by C. F. Parmelle and wife, who
pushed vigorously forward the scattering of the printed
page. Sister Parmelle taught a little school
for a time on one of the islands. The
/., Bahama group is made up of many small
* islands, and the people are as a rule poor.
The field for the canvasser was therefore
limited. Since the canvassers have with-
drawn, nothing has been done for this

group. It is surely time now to follow
up the work, and water the seed sown.

From the very first missionaries loca-

ting in the West Indies down to the
present time, there has been a continual
plea for our brethren of means to locate
somewhere within the borders of our
Union Conference and be self-supporting
missionaries. Within easy access of the
States, a great variety of conditions and

climate are offered. It seems strange that there has been
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FOREST HOME OF ABORIGINAL INDIANS, BRITISH
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so little response. But it should be emphasized that it
requires capital. Generally, one should go to the West
Indies prepared to be an employer of labor in order to
make a financial success. The year 1893 records the first
effort made in this direction. F. C. Kelley located in the
interior of the United States of Colombia. Without cap-
ital, he was forced to find some means of self-support.
His time for missionary work was thus limited. However,
he remained more than two years, sowing the seed in the
very heart of the republic. A revolution caused him to
withdraw, and no one has since followed up the work.
We trust volunteers will soon be found to gather up the
scattered threads in the heart of Colombia.

In 1894, our first minister located in Trinidad. The
entrance of the message in this island forms another item
of interest in the story of our missionary advance. A
minister in another island bought a copy of “ Patriarchs
and Prophets.” He did not care for it, so gave it to a
catechist. He in turn gave it to a third party, who ac-
cepted the message it bore, and was among the first Sab-
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bath-keepers in Trinidad. Later, a brother from the
northern islands came as far south as Trinidad, and sold
many books and distributed literature. In the year 1894,
Elder A. E. Flowers and wife, accompanied by F. Grant
and wife, canvassers, located in Trinidad. He found a
few believers already rejoicing in the truth. But just as
he was getting nicely started in his work, a crushing blow
came, that brought home to the hearts of our people the
fact that new territory can not he won without sacrifice.
After but a few months’ labor, both Brethren Grant and
Flowers were stricken with that dread disease of the
tropics, yellow fever, or “yellow jack,” as it is termed
locally. Brother Grant recovered, but Elder Flowers suc-
cumbed July 29, 1804, and is buried in the Port of Spain

S. D. A. CHURCH, TAPACROOMA, ESSEQUIBO, BRITISH GUIANA,
S. A. BUILT BY FOREST INDIANS IN THE INTERIOR
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cemetery awaiting the Life-giver. Two other missionaries
have taken their place beside him, having fallen at their
post of duty,— Elder L. M. Crowther, dying in Port of
Spain, of malignant malaria, in August, 1901, and C. W.
Enoch, of yellow fever, Feb. 4, 1907.

Mrs. Flowers returned to the States in the autumn,
1894, reporting twenty-five Sabbath-keepers, and urged
that the field should not be neglected. In August, 1895,
about one year later, Elder E. W. Webster and wife
arrived, and regular pastoral work was at last begun.
During the same year Miss Stella Colvin, a trained nurse,
arrived, and began medical missionary work. She re-
mained with the field until her death in 1905.

After a little more than a year of faithful service, on
Jan. 15, 1897, Elder Webster had the satisfaction of dedi-
cating the Couva church, the first Seventh-day Adventist
church building in Trinidad.

Those who have never been in these islands can
scarcely appreciate the great need of at least one church
building in each island. So long as we are merely rent-
ing, or are holding meetings in temporary places, it is
difficult for the people to take our work seriously. There
are so many roving missionaries,— mere wandering stars,
who are there one day, but off the next,— that any relig-
jous movement that has no church building, or other sign
of stability, has no standing in the community. It is looked
upon as transient. It is therefore a “high day” in the
experience of our people in any island when their first
house of worship is dedicated.

The year 1895 witnessed the coming of a minister to

locate in Barbados. After more than two years of patient
waiting, the church there gladly welcomed Elder E. Van
Deusen and wife. For six years they labored faithfully in
this and neighboring islands, building up the work on a
stable foundation. In this, they proved, without a doubt,
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that the aged warriors among us are able to pioneer the way
into new fields. Not only was Elder Van Deusen able to
revive the work that was languishing in the Lesser An-
tilles, where work had already been established, but he
pioneered the way into St. Vincent. It was his joy to be
largely instrumental in erecting the “first” Seventh-day
Adventist building in Barbados, dedicated Sept. 30, 1900;
also in St. Vincent, dedicated in 1902.

These buildings, with their doors open from Sabbath
to Sabbath for the worship of Jehovah, have been centers
from which the light has been shining clearer and farther
as the days have passed. While Elder Van Deusen and
wife were laboring in St. Vincent, the supposed extinct
volcano - Soufriere became suddenly active, and belched
forth streams of gas, smoke, mud, and lava, overwhelming
the north portion of the island, and visiting sudden des-
truction upon hundreds and hundreds of people. The
small island quivering and shaking, the smoke rising high
and enveloping all the country, the dust and ashes falling
thickly even in Kingston, where our missionaries were liv-
ing, and refugees crowding into town telling tales of death
and horror, combined to form an experience through which
many a younger man or woman has not been able to pass
without shattered nerves. This occurred in May, 1902,
and added one more sign to the many that foretell this old
earth’s early dissolution.
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The year 1895 witnessed the strengthening of the work
in North Central America by the coming of Elder James
H. Morrow and wife, and Frank Mosebar as a canvasser.
The school work started in 1893 in Bonacca was making
itself felt in the Adventist community in the Bay Islands.
After being without a teacher for some time, in 1898
H. A. Owen and wife arrived, and gave a new impetus
to this work. They planned to establish an industrial
school in the interior of Bonacca, amid beautiful sur-
roundings. Before they were permitted to see their plans
fully carried out, they became interested in the mainland,
and transferred their efforts to the interior of Spanish
Honduras.

In 1899 Wm. Evans and wife successfully launched
the Bonacca Industrial School, and with indomitable cour-
age have built up a work that has proved again in this
field that those older in years can do a successful work
in new regions.

At the beginning of that work Brother Evans had to
shoulder his ax and cut off the pine timber, hewing some
of the logs the desired size and shape for the necessary
buildings. We read in a report of that time as follows: —

“ Brother Evans is happy in his work and home. He
is planting quite a garden of pineapples, and already has
started a small orchard of oranges, lemons, limes, alligator
pears, grapefruit, mangos, and guavas, besides ornamental
shrubs, roses, and flowering vines. His log house is neat
and substantial. The roof is of galvanized iron, the floor
of pine. Rafters, door, and window frames, and the
shingles of the roof were hewn out of pine logs. Many
fields present just such openings as this. No doubt there
are other Christian farmers who could thus profitably go
out as self-supporting missionaries. May He who has
said, ‘ Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to

every creature,’ lay the burden of this work upon the
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hearts of men who are competent to go forth in his
strength and teach those that are willing to learn, but
have not an instructor.”

Those words were penned in 1899. Our hearts have
been sad at the little response that has come in the years
that have passed.

In 1900 F. Holmden and family located in Utilla, one of
the Bay Islands. Miss Winifred Holmden started a school
which grew to an enrolment of sixty scholars. This and
other church-schools in the Bay Islands have been an
important factor in the development of the work. Our
great regret is that other parts of the West Indian Union
have not been privileged to enjoy the coming of such con-
secrated laborers.

In 1901 S. Parker Smith and wife located in St. An-
drews Island, belonging to Colombia, South America.
Here the ship “ Herald ” had come years before and scat-
tered the printed page, and good substantial believers had
been gathered out. The school developed a live interest
in the work, and the message commands the respect of the
people. J. B. Stuyvesant and wife labored as self-support-
ing workers in this island for about two years, in 1905
and 1906, while Brother Smith was in the States. They
then removed to Costa Rica, and Brother Smith and wife
returned to St. Andrews.

The first general meeting of our workers in the West
Indies was held Nov. 5-15, 1897, in Kingston, Jamaica.
Representatives of the cause from Barbados,
British Guiana, British
Honduras, Trinidad,
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and Bonacca were present, in addition to our Ja-
maica laborers. Elder Allen Moon, president of the
Mission Board, was also in attendance at this very encour-
aging meeting.

At this time Jamaica was made the center of our West
Indian Mission, with Elder A. J. Haysmer as superin-
tendent. This marked a new era in our work in the West

Indies. A fresh inspiration
was felt throughout the ranks.

But the enemy of souls is
ever ready to put forth the ut-
most efforts to block the for-
ward movement of God’s
catlse s At S the Stime “of “this
council there was an epidemic
of yellow fever in Kingston.
As soon as the meeting was
over, the entire party for the
fields away from Jamaica, in-
cluding Elder E. Van Deusen
and wife, Elder E. W. Web-
ster and wife and daughter,
Elder F. J. Hutchins and wife,
Elder O. O. Farsnworth, W.
A. Gosmer and wife, and W.
T. Downer, of British Guiana,
started for Montego Bay,
where the “ Herald” was an-
chored, intending to have the
little missionary schooner carry
them to their respective fields
of labor. But before they
reached the schooner, Sister
Webster was stricken with yel-
low fever and died. The re-
mainder of the party sailed on their journey. At Cayman
Island they were quarantined forty-eight days; and before
they were released, Sister Gosmer was stricken with yel-
low fever, then little Mabel Webster. The following
quotation tells the remainder of the sad story: —

“In just a week Sister Gosmer died and was put into
the casket and buried by her own husband and the dear
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brethren who so faith-
fully cared for her.
The day following
little Mabel died, and
was put into her coffin
and carried to the
road by her own be-
reaved father, who
had survived and was
recovered sufficiently
to do what money
could not hire
strangers to do. Then
came another long,
dreary quarantine of twenty-eight successive days. But
God did not desert his servants. They say that no one
can tell how precious is his presence without passing
through similar trials. God gave such grace that not a
murmer or syllable of complaint was heard from their lips
through it all. The presence and power of the blessed
Saviour were felt constantly, and Elder Hutchins and
Elder and Mrs. Van Deusen were healed, surely delivered
from the dread disease. Elder Farnsworth felt the same
power. Elder Webster’s recovery was nothing short of
miraculous also. When human strength failed, and they
felt almost compelled to give up in despair, they would
read the precious promises and pray and sing, and God
would immediately strengthen and cheer their sinking
hearts. Though sad, it was a most precious experience;
and it seemed at times as though many bright angels were
sustaining them.”

These sad experiences come as reminders of the fact
that we are engaged in mortal combat with an evil foe.
This advance into all the world is no holiday movement,
with loud huzzas and the waving of banners. It is a

S. D. A. CHURCH, COUVA, TRINIDAD,
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serious matter, involving tremendous forces, and is of
vital importance to the children of men. Who has ever
heard of a war without the sacrifice of life? There is no
doubt but these missionary graves bring home to our
hearts the serious struggle before us, and impress us as
nothing else ever could, with the necessity of arousing the
entire rank and file of this denomination to the realization
of individual responsibility in this warfare. Can it be
possible, that the only way to arouse the indifferent ones,
is by permitting the faithful warriors in the battle front
to fall at their post, and rest from their labors?

The year 1898 saw a great revival of interest in our
work in this field. The faithful missionaries had not laid
down their lives in vain. Elder D. U. Hale and wife
went to Brit-
ish Guiana,
Elder J. O.
Johnston and
wife to Trini-
dad, Brother
A. Palmquist
and wife to
the Lesser An-
tilles,. G. F.
Enoch and
wife, Elder F.
I. Richardson
and wife, and
E. V. Orrell to
Jamaica, and
H. A. Owen
and wife to
Bonacca. In
1899 the re-
i dio ricielt
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ments still pressed forward, Elder D. E. Wellman and wife,
and S. A. Wellman coming to Jamaica, and Elder L. M.
Crowthers and family to Trinidad. This year also recorded
an act of sympathy on the part of one of our American
brethren which will not be forgotten. Brother Sullivan
Wareham, of Montana, came to Trinidad and bought a
tract of land in the interior of the island. It was Brother
Wareham’s plan to
purchase a property
upon which our poor
people could earn a
living, but another
plan was substituted
at the last moment.
While this enterprise
did not meet the ex-
pectations of those
connected with it,
both Brother Ware-
ham and Elder John-
ston being driven from
the field by sickness,
yet the effort was not
in vain.

The years 1900 and
1gor record further
accessions to the
ranks of the workers.
Elder H. C. Goodrich
and wife entered North Central America, allowing Elder
Hutchins to develop the southern half of the field and
Panama. Dr. John Eccles joined Elder Hutchins in his
field of labor, and determined to see the medical branch of
the work established there. Elder W. H. Tanner and wife
pressed on to Jamaica, and Elder D. C. Babcock and wife

WHARF SCENE, ST. THOMAS, D.
OUR MISSIONARIES TRAVEL
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W. I. SMALL SLOOPS IN WHICH
AMONG THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

to British Guiana. L. E. Wellman and wife located in
Jamaica, to engage in self-supporting work. Elder W.
G. Kneeland, who had been compelled to take a three
years’ furlough in the States, joined Elder L. M. Crowther
in Trinidad, just before the latter’s death. Elder J. B.
Beckner strengthens the force in Jamaica, and Elder W.
A. Sweany and wife and Mrs. M. H. Honeywell relieved
Elder Van Deusen in
Barbados, allowing
him to push on into

a new field.
| The island of St.
L\ Kitts:had been
opened by Elder J. A.
Morrow and wife in
1899, and St. Thomas
and the Virgin Is-
lands in 1900 by A.
Palmquist, as can-
vasser, and Elder
Haysmer as minister
in 19o1. This year
also marked an ex-
odus of laborers from
Jamaica, Elder and
Mrs. D. E. Wellman
going to Antigua,
which had been sadly
in need of help for
years, S. A.. Wellman and wife to the Lesser Antilles,
G. F. Enoch and wife to Trinidad, and L. E. Wellman
and wife to pioneer the way in Tortola, of the Virgin

Islands.

Soon after the death of Elder Hutchins in Panama,
Elder I. G. Knight and wife located in that field. He
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was joined in 1904 by Elder C.
E. Peckover, who located on the
banks of the Panama Canal. Both
these brethren were compelled to
withdraw from the field on ac-
count of failing health.

In 1903 Elder W. G. Kneeland
began ministerial labor in To-
bago. IHe was assisted by James
H. Matthews, one of our native
laborers, and the banner of the
message was planted in that field.
P. Porter and C. N. B. Dunmetz
had pioneered the way as can-
vassers, scattering the printed
page in all parts of the island.
Elder Kneeland early in 1904
passed on to Grenada to open up
that island, Brother Matthews
remaining until later in the year,
when he passed on to the north
end of the Caribbean, his place
being filled by T. I.. M. Spencer,
who has remained in Tobago until
now. Brethren Spencer and
Matthews were ministers in the
African Methodist Episcopal
church at the time when they accepted the message.

In December, 1904, Elder P. Giddings opened up the
work in Dominica. For two years he has labored faith-
fully in this difficult field. There is now a little company
of Sabbath-keepers here struggling to erect a church build-
ing. Of the twenty-eight thousand people in this island,
more than twenty-six thousand are Roman Catholics.

S, DAY
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In 1905 C. W. Enoch and wife opened up treatment
rooms in Barbados.

For several years A. N. Allen has been selling litera-
ture in the North Central America Mission field.

Jamaica has begun to send her own young men as la-
borers to other fields. In 1904 Nathan Moulton was
sent to Porto Rico. Philip Porter, early in 1906, entered
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the Turks or Carcas Islands north of San Domingo, and
reports some believers there. At the same time Frank
Hall and wife entered the Grand Cayman, and have been
made to rejoice by seeing about thirty accept the message.
Elder Hubert Fletcher later in the year was transferred
to the West Caribbean Conference, being elected vice-
president of the conference. Elder M. Jones, one of the
first of our native West Indian brethren ordained to the
gospel ministry, was sent to the United States, taking
an important place in the colored work in the Southwest-
ern Union Conference. Thus the West Indies, after re-
ceiving so many workers from the United States, is
sending help to the needy fields in the South, giving prac-
tical evidence to believers in the United States that their
missionary effort has not been in vain.

This year also witnessed the coming of Elder O. E.
Davis and wife to British Guiana, and E. L. Cardey and
wife to North Central America.

While the message was getting a foothold in the Eng-
lish-speak-
ing countries, the
Spanish fields lay
practically neg -
lected. But the
workers in the
West Indies have
always been
eager to push into
the new fields as
soon as they
could without
seriously endan-
gering their thin
line of laborers
in the older

BAY 1S+
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fields. In 19or Elder A. M. Fischer and wife entered
Porto Rico, the first possession of the United States in
the Caribbean. They settled down resolutely to the task
of mastering the language, and were just reaching the
place where it seemed something could be accomplished,
when Elder Fischer fell at his post, stricken with fever.
Sister Fischer stuck resolutely to the field until reinforce-
ments could arrive. After many weary months of wait-
ing, Elder B. E. Connerly and wife were sent, the New
York Conference continuing their support. Hearts in
the West Indian mission field rejoiced at this practical
demonstration of the fact that the “home” conferences
were dividing their means and workers with the great
needy “regions beyond.” Conference strength is devel-
oped for the one purpose of conserving the men, means,
and efforts of God’s people for the world’s greatest need.
The missionary in a strange land, and a peculiar climate,
struggling with some disease that has brought him down
to the door of the grave, has no word of regret to offer,
wishing he had remained with friends and relatives in the
home land. His only burden as the darkness gathers is
the thought, “ If T fall at my post of duty, will reinforce-
ments step quickly forward to grasp the standard, or will
it be left to trail in the dust, and the work for which I
have given my life, be left to come to nought?” Many
times the slowness with which the gaps are filled, gives
cause for such anxious thoughts. Not that they doubt the
ability of God to carry forward his work, but will his
people put forth the human effort required for the fulfil-
ment of God’s purpose? As another has put it, “All the
power belongs to God, all the glory belongs to God, but
all the responsibility belongs to man.” God has provided
infinite resources, but man’s co-operation is essential.
The brethren in Porto Rico have demonstrated that
literature can be sold in a Spanish field. Their little paper,
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La Centinela, has a circulation of between two and three
thousand each issue. This little printing-office is also
issuing leaflets and tracts in Spanish, which are being
scattered everywhere. The plant, up to the present wri-
ting, has been carried on largely by the personal sacrifice
of Brother and Sister Connerly.

From Porto Rico the little band of workers have been
reaching a helping hand over to San Domingo. Well
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might they have excused
themselves because of the re-
sponsibility for the million
unwarned souls in their own
island, and the inadequacy of
their little force of workers.
But no, the Spanish-speaking
neighbor across the straits,
sitting in darkness, appeals to
them, and they are pushing in
the printed page as rapidly as
possible. Some brethren from
Port Antonio, Jamaica, have
recently gone there.  Our
Port Antonio church has more
than a hundred members. The
surrounding country has al-
ready had the opportunity of
Learing the message; so some
of the leading brethren, with
the missionary fire burning in
thieir hearts, have volunteered
to locate in San Domingo, to
be pioneers of the message,
supporting themselves by their
trades. The hearts of our
West Indian brethren and sis-
ters beat in unison with those in other lands in the great
world-wide forward movement.

The careful reader will notice that from the years 19071
to 1903 the workers were well scattered, spread out in as
thin a line as possible, struggling with varied experiences
to get a foothold in much new territory. Those years
were years of hard evangelical labor. In the open air,
beneath cocoanut booths, or with tents, the representa-
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tives of the message pushed on as the Lord led them.
There were no well-equipped tent companies. The mis-
sionary and his wife, with perhaps a native
assistant, formed the entire corps of workers.
Many times they did not have even a tent.
One worker upon applying to the superin-
tendent of the field for a tent was met with
the response that there was none. The
finances of the Mission Board at that time
were barely sufficient to meet the actual nec-
essities in the lives of the missionaries.
There were times, in the early history of our
missionary endeavor, when the missionary
suffered for the actual necessaries of life.
But at last zmnthm‘ worker, who had a tent

with a “fly ” over it, an almost indis-

pensable article in a tropic climate, gen-
erously offered to divide, and give the other worker the
bare “fly” if it would be of any assistance. It was
accepted with thankfulness, and one worker for more
than two years went from district to district with no other
equipment than that “fly” of a tent and a few canvas
stools. But the message had just the same power, and
many souls were won for the truth. One night when
this “fly ” had reached the limit of usefulness, some one
cut it all to pieces, carrying away two thirds of it. At
the next district it was then necessary to cut poles from
the woods, and put a roof of cocoanut boughs overhead.
The message was still able to win its way, and churches
were raised up.

No sooner was a church raised up than it became nec-
essary to have some kind of a place of worship. There

are no suitable halls to be obtained in the tropics. As a
rule the houses are not of the kind that can be utilized.
So one of the very first demands resting heavily upon a

new company, is that of a place of worship. This has
been one of the most perplexing problems with which our
workers have had to wrestle.

In the large cities our church buildings have cost from
one to two thousand dollars; in other places, from two to
five hundred dollars. But small as these sums are, the
burden has been heavy. With the average wage for
ordinary labor — from twenty-four cents or even less in
some islands, to forty-eight cents in others,—it can be
casily seen that the native brethren, even with great sac-
rifice, are not able to meet anywherc near the full amount.
Thus the erection of the building itself was a literal com-
bination of faith and works. In some places money could
be raised sufficient to purchase the wooden frame. At
other times the poverty of the brethren compelled them
to take axes and saws, and from the forest saw out sills,
plates, uprights, joists, rafters, etc. Many times it was
necessary for all this timber to be carried piece by piece
on the head for miles over rough mountain trails.

In Jamaica a popular way of building quite substan-
tially without great expense, is to put up a wooden
frame, filling in between the uprights with a mix-
ture of broken stone, lime, and sand. This is
called Spanish wall. In such a case it is neces-
sary first to burn the lime. This is done in an
open kiln, great trees being cut down, and
circular pile from seven to eight feet high and
twenty feet in diameter built. When broken lime-
stone is piled on this green wood, about five feet
high, it is set on fire. This is a particular job, and
requires several weeks of weary labor. But the
brethren and sisters in Jamaica throw them- —__— %
selves heartily into the work, singing the -
sweet songs of Zion as they labor. In a
number of our Jamaica churches, in the hurricane of
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1903, our brethren saw two or three years of hard labor
destroyed in a night. But they were not disheartened,
and set resolutely to work to rebuild. The faith that had
prompted those years of sacrifice and toil could not be
daunted by a hurricane, even though it seemed for a time
that starvation stared them in the face.

Even after all the labor for the building is donated,
there still remains two or three hundred dollars cash out-
lay that must be raised some way. Our poor people
have shown notable cases of liberality along this line.
One poor sister whose only means of support was the sell-
ing of cotton goods from house to house with a very
small margin of profit, brought in fifty dollars as her
donation when one church building enterprise was started.
In another city a sister whose livelihood was obtained
from washing clothes from steamers, brought in an equal
amount. In one city where a church building was needed,
and there was a church of about seventy members, rich

in faith, but very poor in this world’s goods,
the brethren were almost ready to give up in
despair; when the plan was devised of giving
a regular monthly subscription by each one.
Some could promise but two cents per month,
others six cents, others twelve, many one shil-
ling, or twenty-four cents, fewer forty-eight
cents, some ninety-six cents, and the largest
donation was one dollar and forty-four cents
a month. But collectors were appointed, and
although the church building seemed far in
the distance, everybody set earnestly to work.
They have a church building in that city now,
and it has cost over two thousand dollars,
and there is no debt upon it. '

The year 1903 marked a great step in ad-
vance in our field. In that year Elder W. A.
Spicer, from the General Conference, attended general
meetings held in Jamaica and Trinidad. At the Jamaica
meeting, the Jamaica Conference was organized with a
membership of twelve hundred. At the Port of Spain
meeting the East Caribbean Conference was organized
with a membership of about eight hundred and fifty, em-
bracing a territory extending from St. Thomas in the
north to the Guianas in South America. These confer-
ences were not yet self-supporting, but the liberal policy
of the General Conference in organizing with local man-
agement caused the believers to realize their responsibil-
ities as never before, and gave a great impetus to the
work.

In a field where the distribution of literature has been
such an important factor, it is not surprising to learn that
the brethren decided at these meetings to start a monthly
missionary paper, whose purpose should be to disseminate
everywhere the saving truths of the third angel’s message.
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The paper was to be a sixteen-page monthly, including
colored cover, and was named The Caribbean W atchman.
This enterprise had no financial backing. The contract
for printing was given to a job printer. [t was hoped to
get the money in month by month to pay expenses. The
paper was a success from the start. It began its career
with a circulation of three thousand, and increased at once
to seven thousand per issue, where it has practically re-
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mained to the present time.
This splendid result could
not possibly have been ac-
complished if there had not
been an enthusiastic and con-
tinued response throughout
the field. In almost every
church and company around
the circle some  one re-
sponded, and these workers
have many of them stood
faithfully at their post for
four years, selling the paper
from house to house. A
great effort is now being put
forth to increase the circula-
tion.

In 1904 at the session of
the East Caribbean Confer-
ence, held in Bridgetown,
Jarbados, it was decided to
call for a fund to form the
nucleus for a small printing
plant of our own. By 1905
over eight hundred dollars
had been raised, and the type
and other outfit necessary for
the setting up of the Watchman purchased. The forms
were still sent out to a job printer for the press work.
Jut early in 1906, owing to the receiving of further gifts
in the West Indies, and the kindness of some brethren in
the home land, we were able to purchase a large cylinder
press, and a job press ten by fifteen. A thirty-inch paper
cutter has recently been purchased, and we have now a
small but complete printing plant, which stands ready to




cover the West Indies with the printed page like the
leaves of autumn. The little office needs financial aid.

In 1905 Elder E. W. Snyder and wife located in Cuba,
where, for a year or two, [. E. Moore and wife, nurses,
had worked on a self-supporting basis. Brother O. Wal-
cott and another brother have also come to their assist-
ance, locating a school at Santa Lucia.
families have settled
missionaries.

In September, 1905, Elder W. J. Tanner and wife
located in Hayti. For more than fifteen years Brother
Henry Williams and wife, Jamaicans, have been calling
for a minister to come to Hayti. But Brother Williams
did not sit in idleness while he waited for the living
preacher. He appealed to our people for literature, espe-
cially French. During all the years of waiting he dili-
gently scattered the seed. In 1904 a young Haytian
teacher, Brother Isaac, accepted the Sabbath, and began
to teach it with effect. When at last Elder Tanner arrived
he found a harvest awaiting him. Before he had time
to learn the French language, the people came flocking to
him, and he was compelled to teach them through an inter-
G, Preter. In one short year fifty were keeping the
| Sabbath, and lots have been secured in two places

| for the erection of church buildings.

Several American
in the island as self-supporting

But money
2\ is lacking, and the Haitains are waiting for the
/Q ~_ erection in their fair land of houses of God,
v~ i~ whose doors shall be opened on the Sabbath
¢4y day. A young man from France has recently
% joined Elder Tanner in this field.
Tobago and Grenada, in the South Caribbean,
also  wait their first Seventh-day Adventist
church building, as also Dominica and St. Lucia,
in the East Caribbean. In these islands there
are little companies of believers struggling to hold

o
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up the light. In the
face of great difficul-
ties they are trying to
erect memorials for
God whose doors shall
be opened wupon his
day. They will not
give up in despair, but
will see their hopes
fulfilled.

In June, 1906, Elder
1. H. Evans, from the
General Conference,
attended a fourth annual session of the East Caribbean
Conference, in Port of Spain, Trinidad. Elder I. G.
Knight and wife, from the Panama Mission field, and
Elder J. A. Strickland, from the Jamaica Conference,
were in attendance at this meeting, in addition to the
laborers and delegates of the East Caribbean Conference.
After a careful study of the West Indian situation, the
West Indian Union Conference was organized. It was
decided to call a fuller representation of the field to meet
in Jamaica, in January, 1907. The membership and other
particulars of this Union Conference will be found on
page 47.

One encouraging. feature of our work is the goodly
number of our West Indian young men who have devel-
oped so quickly into valuable laborers in the cause. In
December, 1906, we had twenty-eight native workers
bearing their share of the burden, scattered w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>