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Introduction to Volume III

ONE may easily become contused by the complex history
of the centuries with their conflicting crosscurrents and eddies of
prophetic interpretation. We must therefore keep the vgrandv‘
outline sharply before us. - And we must occasionally take a
-comprehensive preview of that new portion of the path we are
about to traverse. We must periodically lift our eyes from the
microscopic examination of the immediate surroundings, to sur-
vey the centuries with telescopic sweep. Thus we may clearly
envision the relation of part to part in the divine plan of the
ages. ' : -

Each major epoch or event involves, not an isolated voice or
.two, but an impressive cluster of witnesses to recognized fulfill-
" ments of prophecy, an inescapable chorus of voices speaking for
the time. This cumulative evidence gives to the history of the
advent hope and the progressive development of prophetic in-
terpretation their full force and significance. Let us, then, at the
beginning of Volume 8, take such a preview and retrospect.

I. A Preview of Things to Come

With the passing of the French Revolution, and the ending

of the 1260 years in the episodes of 1798, as set forth in the clos-
“ing chapters of Volume 2 of T'he Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers,
we enter upon a new epoch in prophecy, with a new center of
prophetic interest and study. As evidenced by Volumes 1.and 2,
whenever a major ‘epoch or event of prophecy is reached, always
there are reverent students whose minds are led by the Spirit of
" God to special study and recognition of the fulfillment. ~This is
ever contemporaneous with the event. God never leaves the
great fulfillments of prophecy to be acclaimed by only one or two
witnesses. Rather, a whole cluster of witnesses, usually in differ-

9



10 . PROPHETIC FAITH

ent lands and employing different languages, announce to the
world the fact that another major milepost of prophetic fulfill-
.ment has been, is being, or is about to be passed.

Note the process through the centuries. Observe the major
epochs thus far traversed. When Rome: the fourth prophetic .
world power, ruled the world, men knew it and left the explicit
record, not merely in one language but in five or six. Then
when Rome was in the process of division, another cluster of

- men attested it as a major fulfillment of prophecy actually taking
place before their eyes—Rome’s breakdown, the mingling of the
predicted clay and iron of division—as they awaited with deep
concern the appearance of the prophesied but as yet unidenti-
fied Antichrist. '

Next, when the variously specified but nevertheless identi-
cal Antichrist—Beast, Babylon, Harlot, or Little Horn—had
developed its full powers to the point of identification, another
great chorus of voices broke out in pre-Reformation and Refor-
mation times declaring that the Papacy had been and then was®
fulfilling this startling prophecy.

Finally, in the century preceding the French Revolution
and culminating in the captivity of Pope Pius VI in 1798, a score
or more of men on both sides of the Atlantic pointed the finger
to France as the coming instrument—the predicted “tenth part”
of the ecclesiastical “city,” Babylon—and to the approaching
close of the allotted 1260-year era of the Little Horn. And at
last, whén the pope was taken captive and the symbolic Beast
received his deadly wound, still another group of voices, in the
Old World and the New, proclalmed the ending of the period
and the entry upon the final epoch in mankind’s prophesied
history.

Note particularly that following the French Revolution and
the ending of the 1260 years, the greatest shift in the center of
prophetic interest and emphasis recorded in history is to be
found. This was from Daniel 7—with the fourth empire, the

1 This progressive development here outlined.is fully presented and thoroughly docu-
mented, with precise citations translated into English, in Volumes 1 and 2 of The Prophrtic
Faith 0/ Our Fathers, already written but not yet uuhhxhexl
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subsequent divisions, the emergence of the Little Horn, and now
the ending of that allotted period-—over to Daniel 8: 14, with the
ending of the 2300 year-days and the cleansing of the “sanctuary”
about 1843, 1844, or 1847. And with it came to be coupled the
warning of the great judgment hour impending. Nothing like it
had ever been proclaimed before. Simultaneously, in England,
Scotland, Ir'eland,'Gerrnany, France, Switzerland, Scandinavia,
America, India, Northern Africa. and the Near East, a growing
chorus of voices were heard, springing up independently but
proclaiming the same message and prophetic time period. It
bore all the earmarks of a true advance in contemporary recogni-
tion of a currently fulfilling epoch in the grand pIOpthlC
outline.

" IL. A Retrospect of Past Developments

The new center of interest involved a prop'hetic- time period
which had not been emphasized through the centuries—the 2300
years of Daniel 8:14. To this, the longest of all Daniel’s
prophetic time periods, the year-day principle of prophetic
calculation was now applied. First, however, let us take a retro-
spective glance over the centuries to see the relationship of the
new emphasis to the slowly growing recognition of the year-day

_principle of prophetic calculation.

First, the seventy weeks “of yeals - (Alexandrian Septua- .
gint) was discerned by the Jews, at least by the third century-
B.C.E® It was the one and only time period of Daniel which had
contemporary application and concern to the Old Testament
church of the time. The seventy weeks were cut off for the Jews,
and led to the cutting off of the Messiah in the seventieth week,
or end-week, of years. This principle of a day for a year was
tenaciously held by the Jews in the succeeding centuries,
and came to be well-nigh universally accepted by Christian
eXpositors.

Then, after the great persecutmo apostasy had come to full

2 “Before the Common, or Christian, Era,”’ the Jewish designation for n.c.
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truition, and the year A.p. 1260 was approaching, Joachim ‘of
Floris, just before the close of the twelfth century, was led.to
apply the year-day principle to the 1260 days (or forty-two
months, or three and a half times) of both Daniel and the Apoca-
lypse.’ This became an accepted principle among both Catho-
lics and the opponents of Catholics. It was held as a cardinal
principle in the Protestant Reformation, until it was challenged
by Cardinal Bellarmine in the seventeenth century. Meantime
a score of conspicuous Jewish expositors applied this year-day
principle to all the time periods of Daniel.

~ Among the Christians it was applied beyond the seventy-
weeks and 1260 years, to the 1290 and 1335 years, and finally
under Nicholas (Krebs) of Cusa, in the fifteenth century, to the
2300 days—dating their beginning from the time of the vision..
Two centuries then passed before John Tillinghast projected.the
new principle that the seventy weeks are a lesser epoch within
the larger one of the 2300 years, but he did not yet understand
the precise relationship. - Finally, shortly before the French
Revolution, two men—Petri of Germany and ‘Wood of Ireland
—declared the seventy weeks to be the first part of the 2300 years,
but did not date them with full accuracy.*

But beginning about 1810, just after the French Revolution
and the close of the 1260 years in 1798, in the new era of “run-
ning to and fro” in the prophecies, predicted and taking place

"in the time of the end, a simultaneous study of the 2300 years
and the impending judgment hour broke out in the various
countries of Christendom. On both sides of the Atlantic, and
in different lands, men were led independently to similar con-
clusions. Not one or two voices, but a swelling chorus of men
on three continents and in different countries, as well as in the
British Isles, proclaimed the approaching terminus of the 2300
years as the message of prophecy for the hour. It was as unique,
emphatic, and clear as any contemporary emphasis in the ad-
vancing epochs of the past. It was obviously the message and the

3 These features are_each discussed and documented in detail in Volumes 1 and 2.
¢ All to be found in Volume 2. .
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‘emphasis then due, calling for the most urgent inquiry and
proclamation. oo

IIL Scope and Purpose of leume 3

This volume comprises the third of the series tracmg the
prophetlc faith of our fathers. The set covers the entire Chris-
tian Era, as well as certain antecedent ]ew1sh interpretations of
prophecy carried over into the Christian church. The precise
field of discussion for Volume 3, its limits and its relationships,
may be seen at a glance from the accompanying diagram.

1798

POST - REFORMATION
EXPOSITORS OF
OLD WORLD

TWO CONVERGING BACKGROUNDS FORM
SETTING FOR SECOND ADVENT MOVEMENT

" NEW WORLD' .
(®  GREAT SECOND
ADVENT MOVEMENT

Two independent but vitally significant lines of prophetic
exposition converge to form the background and setting of the
nineteenth-century great Second Advent Movement of the New
World. The first part (No. 1) presents the little-known colonial
American and early national interpreters, who were independent
of, but nevertheless closely paralleled, the Old World exPosuors
They begin with John Cotton in 1639, and continue with in-
creasing clarity, fullness, and accuracy for nearly two centuries.
They, with their contemporary Old World expositors of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, form the ancestral line
from which William Miller and his associates of the early
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ninetcenth century drew most of their leading positions on the -
prophetic symbols and time prophecies.

The second line (No. 2) that converges to form the immedi-
ate background of the American Advent Movement is the Old
World Advent Awakening of the early decades of the nineteenth
century, These prophetic expositors were scattered over Great
Britain and the Continent of Europe, and definitely touched
Asia and Africa. Their work slightly antedates and partly
parallels the rising Advent Movement of the New World.

This great galaxy of Old World witnesses, two hundred
strong, produced hundreds of separate books and pamphlets,
and issued some fourteen periodicals devoted chiefly to prophetic.
discussion. They formed organizations, inaugurated the plan
of study groups, and held conferences on prophecy. Much of
their prophetic evidence and argument set the early pattern for
their fellow leralds of the advent in America. They also pro-
vided the initial publications, pending development of an
indigenous American prophetic literature. On most points
they were in virtual agreement, but on a few they were sharply
-at variance. , '

Only as these backgrounds are known and understood does
the broader significance of the great American Advent Move-
ment (No. 3) become fully apparent. That movement drew
most of its leading positions on prophecy from these colonial
American and Old World post-Reformation expositors, and the
revived Reformation expositions of the British and Continental
European students of the early nineteenth century. :

In this way we are enabled to see the larger import as well
as that greater scope and deeper rooting of the last-day Advent
Movement. The world character of this great modern revival
of prophetic study and proclamation assumes a place and a sig-
nificance otherwise impossible. The immediate purpose is
therefore to develop and portray this twofold background. The
goal of all our quest—the unfolding story of the great nine-
teenth-century Advent Movement of America——must be reserved
for the final volume.
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To this unique task we shall address ourselves, summoning
the witnesses, noting their names, the leading facts in their lives,
their competence to testify, and the amazmgly explicit witness
of their writings on prophecy.

IV. Scope, Limitations, and Procedures

This investigation follows the orderly sequence of the
major outline and time prophecies of the books of Daniel and
the Revelation, usually in combination. The quest compasses
the essential features of Daniel 2, 7, 8, 9, 11-12. And in the
Revelation we trace the understanding of the seven churches,
the seven seals, the seven trumpts, the two witnesses, the earth-
quake and tenth part of the city, the great dragon and the woman
in white of chapter 12, the two beasts of Revelation 13, the
angelic messengefs of chapter 14, the seven vials of Revelation
16, Babylon, the beast, and the woman in scarlet of Revelation
17, the thousand years of chapter 20, and the new earth of Reve-
lation 21, 22..

Because of these clearly defined limitations, little note will
be taken of agitation over the restoration of the Jews that per-
meates many of the writings of the centuries traversed. We
shall not go into ‘these for the simple reason that such views are
based chiefly upon scriptures outside the two books of prophecy
we are tracing. Failure to include this other line is not due,
therefore, to lack of acquaintance with these paralleling views,
or a desire to avoid them, but to the allotted scope of this work.
Our field of research is thus clear and consistent.

- Throughout the chapters to follow, a succession of state-
ments from the numerous witnesses cited will appear. That
the reader may have assurance of having before him the thought, -
intent, and phrasing of the author quoted, these verified ex-
tracts are reproduced verbatim et literatim. The ofttimes quaint
spelling, Capitailization, punctuation, and italic and full-capital
emphasis have been preserved—and even the obvious typo-
graphical errors of the original printing. Obvious corrections
are occasionally inserted in brackets.
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Through this procedure the reader can be assured of the
“precise thought of the various expositors whose testimony is
constantly introduced. Extracts translated from languages other
than English lean to the literal rather than the literary render-
ing. These have been made by competent linguists, whose
names appear in the acknowledgment on pages 753-755.

The date of publication, if known, will usually be placed in
parentheses following the first mention of a book title. And if
the volume title is in some language other than English, the
English equivalent will likewise appear in parentheses, or at
least in the footnote credit.

A summarizing table appears at the close of Part I, covering
the leading Colonial American and Early National Expositors
of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, with a similar table
at the end of Part IT on the Old World Nineteenth-Century Ad-
vent Awakening. These epitomize the basic interpretations of
the principal writers examined throughout the two sections of
this volume. Thus is brought before the investigator at a glance
the over-all picture of the similarities and dissimilarities of ex-
position, as well as the cumulative evidence of the period sur-
veyed. The convenient page citation provides easy reference
to the complete presentation in the body of the text. The use-
fulness of these tables will be at once apparent.



PART I

COLONIAL AMERICAN AND
EARLY NATIONAL WRITERS
ON PROPHECY



ROGER WILLIAMS PREMISED HIS PLEA ON PROPHECY

The Monument of This Apostle of Religious Liberty, and Founder of Rhode Island, Stands in
Providence. His Impressive Bloudy Tcmmt Published in 1644, Dedicated to rhe British Partia.
ment, Was Based on the Bible Prophécies



CHAPTER ONE

‘Eoph’eq.f’s Key Place

in Colonial American Thought

Having traversed the centuries up to the French Revolution
in Volumes 1 and 2, in tracing the history of prophetic interpre-
tation in the Old World, we now turn to the New. Volume 2
closed with the recognized and proclaimed ending of the 1260-
year era of the Little Horn, accompllshed through ‘the instru-
mentality of the French, as the outgrowth of the French Revotu-
tion. In Volume 3 we first retrace our steps for three centuries
—back to colonial American times—thus to pick up the parallel-
ing American thread of prophetic exposition, which matches
and supplements that of England and the Continent. '

1. -Historical Setting for the Great Colonial Venture

Let us now note the historical setting for the great colonial
venture. In 1602 a group of earnest church people in England
entered into a .covenant to worship' God “‘without humane
Inventions and Additions.” For this they accepted banish-
ment to the Netherlands. The exiled Pilgrim Fathers, fleeing
from England, under the reign of James I (1603-1625), settled
in Leyden, Holland, in 1608.. Seeking civil and religious liberty
for themselves, holding the Calvinist faith, and desiring to
establish congregational churches, they found conditions so
unfavorable at Leyden that about a hundred men, women,
and children resolved and arranged to emlgrate to New Eng:
land. '

1 Cotton Mather, Mavnalza Christi Americana: of The Ecclesiastical Hutory of New-
England (1702), book 1, chap. 2, pp. 5-10.

19



20 - PROPHETIC FAITH

IS

: The Pilgrim Fathers were determined to follow the increas-
ing light that God had for them. This is clearly expressed in
the parting counsels of their pastor, Joun Rosinson (ca. 1575-
1625)," in 1620, just before they started on their long journey
to the New World. Referring to the solemnity of the parting,
and admonishing them to follow him “no further than he
followed Christ,” Robinson declared himself “very confident '
" the Lord had more truth and light yet to break forth out of
His holy" Word.” And after deploring the condition of the -
Reformed churches that “would goe no further then the instru-
- ments of their Reformation,” he illustrated his point thus:

“As for example, the Lutherans they could not be drawne to goe beyond
what Luther saw, for whatever part of Gods will he had further imparted
and revealed to Calvin, they will rather die then embrace it. And so also,
saith he, you see the Calvinists, they stick where he left them: A misery much
to bee lamented; For though they were precious shining lights in their times,
yet God had not revealed his whole will to them: And were they now living,
saith hee, they would bee as ready and willing to embrace further light,-as
that they had received. Here also he put us in mind of our Church-Cove-
nant (at least that part of it) whereby wee promise and covenant with
God and one another, to receive whatsoever light or truth shall be made
known to us from his written Word: but withall exhorted us to take heed
what we received for truth, and well to examine and compare, and welgh it
with other Scriptures of truth before we received it; For saith he, It is not
possible the Christian world should come so lately out of such thick Anti-
christian darknesse, and that full perfection of knowledge should break
forth at once.” ® .

True to that vision of increasing light, the colonial leaders
of those rigordus early decades laid much stress on prophecy.
Moreover, this interest was not limited to the clergy. As the
years lengthened, prominent laymen-college presidents,
teachers, physicians, historians, soldiers, governors, judges, and
officials in other public offices—wrote in the intriguing field of
"prophecy with a clarity often surpassing that of the Reformers.

.

2 Robinson mlmstered to a church near Norwich until he was suspended for his Puritan
tendencies. In 1604 he ministered to a church of dissenters at Scrooby. In 1608 he and his
flock escaped to Amsterdam. Later in the year he went to Leyden, and there in 1611 established
a church. In 1620, after his memorable sermon, he saw them set sail for Amenca

3 Edward Wms]ow Hypocrisie Unmasked (1646), pp. 97, 98.. See also “Winslow’s Brief
Narration,”” in Alexander Young s Chronicles of the Pllgnm\l‘athers of the Colon) of Pl)mouth
from 1602 to 1625 (1841), p. 397.
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Indeed, the stbols and phrases of prophecy, and their related
time ‘periods, were common in the thinking and writing of the
early American church. , C

During the early years of the reign of Charles I (1625-
"1649), thousands of Puritans emigrated to New England, having
secured charters from the king. In 1628 a second Massachu-
setts colony—of nonconformist Puritans—settled at Salem, and
a larger colony established itself on Massachusetts Bay in 1630,
equipped with capable civil leaders and well-educated minis.
ters. The Massachusetts Bay colonists professed loyalty to the
Church of England, but they were pronounced in opposition
to the forms and ceremonies of the English Church. They
proceeded to establish a theocracy with citizenship dependent
upon fellowship in a church. -

Similar colonies, strongly Presbyterian in sentiment, were
formed in Connecticut by Puritans from Massachusetts Bay,
and in New Haven by London Puritans, under the leadership
of John Davenport! Then came the founding of Providence
in 1636 by the Separatist Roger Williams, whose opposition to
theocratic government so irritated the Massachusetts authorities -
that his banishment was decreed. This was followed by the
founding of the Rhode Island colony and the establishing of
the first American Baptist church. In 1638 another company,
likewise forced to leave Massachusetts, settled in Rhode Island,
and later joined Williams in setting up a constitution provid-
ing for democracy and liberty of conscience.’ V

The Puritans of England had fled from persecution to the . -

virgin soil of the New World, where they might worship God
more freely. But they no sooner found an asylum for them-
selves than they began to persecute those differing from them.

"4 “The first settlers of New Haven were Millenarians, i.e., they were believers that the
second coming of Christ will precede the millennium, and that there will be a literal resurrection
of the saints who will reign with Christ on earth a thousand years. This appears to have been
the prevalent belief in New England.”—Epwarp R. Lamserr, History of the Colony of New
Haven (1838), p. 50.

5 The various trading companigs played their part in the picture. The London Com-
pany, chartéred in 1606, led the way in Virginia. The Massachusetts Bay Company
incorporated in 1629, saved the Plymouth fellowship from destruction and started New Englan
on its course. Then the Dutch West India Company, established in 1621, laid in the New
Netherlands the basis upon which England in 1664 erected the province of New York. See
Charles A. and Mary R. Beard, The Rise of American Civilization (rev. ed., 1936), vol. 1, p. 36.
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Despite the fact that as dissenters they themselves had been
driven to seek refuge from oppressive rules of the state church,
they tried to establish a Puritan theocracy in New England, with
their civil code based on the Bible and the enjoyment of civil
rights dependent upon profession of the ‘accepted religion.
But in the struggle for independence and civil liberty, the
guarantee of freedom of worship according to the dictates of
conscience came in for due consideration, especially in Rhode
Island, as will be noted later.

Such is the historical setting for the American exposition
of prophecy. The scores of illustrious men—strong, inde-
pendent thinkers who had fled the tyranny of the Old World
-—to whose testimony we shall listen, were scattered through-
out all these colonies, holding to different forms of doctrinal
faith, yet having remarkable unity on the basic principles of
~ prophetic interpretation. Again we shall see the determining
influence that both the true and the false understanding of
prophecy exerted in colonial America, as had been the case in
the Old World through the centuries.

II. Colonial Consciousness of the Prophetic Scheme

The Puritans were the chief theologians of seventeenth-
century colonial days. The dominant questions for discussion
centered, for the most part, on ecclesiastical order, the sov-
ereignty of God, the supremacy of the Scriptures, baptism,‘the
Lord’s supper, salvation through Christ. And along with these
went the prophecies. Such were the great religious themes
brought over by the Pilgrims and Puritans as they crossed the
Adantic from Holland and England to the shores of Massa-
chusetts. Their early concepts on the prophecies were drawn,
of course, from the earlier English Reformation writings and
from the intimate contacts with the more recent Continental
Reformers during their periods of exile from Britain: There
were literally hundreds of volumes on prophecy printed in
Germany, Switzerland, Holland, England, and France, with
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which they were acquamted From these their initial views
were obtained. ‘ _ »

These New World men “were the peers in learning and
ability of any in the Puritan wing of the Church of England.” °
In Virginia, where the Episcopal Church of England held sway,
there was little interest in theological discussion. But not so
in New England. Both Puritans and Separatists were keenly
interested.in prophecy and were fruitful in the production of
thoughtful exposition. '

The painstaking examination of hundreds of these writ-
ings- of colonial America’s religious and civil leaders brings out
this impressive. fact, which stands forth with indelible force
“and conclusiveness: Prophecy, with prophetic study and inter-
pretation, was inextricably woven into the very warp and woot
of colonial thinking and expression. It molded the motives
and objectives of these men, and controlled their conduct.
It runs back and forth like a golden thread through their
sermons and their secular literature, and gives warmth, rich-
ness, and color to the writings of the great preachers and
teachers of the time. Indeed, it highlights the whole colonial
background, as we shall see. :

Moreover, despite creedal differences on other matters
among Presbyterian, Congregationalist, Baptist, Seventh Day
Baptist, Episcopalian, and later the Methodist writers, there
was remarkable unity in basic. prophetic interpretation—the
four world empires of prophecy, the divisions of Rome, the .
Antichrist, the year-day principle, and the approaching judg-
ment and second advent.

The emphasis sometimes centered upon the premillennial
second advent as the grand c¢onsummation of all prophecy,
rather than upon detailed exposition of the outline prophecies
and the prophetic periods of Daniel and the Apocalypse. There
were many others, however, who ventured into this fuller field.
And these New World expositors, forming a perfect parallel
to the Old World writers, were less affected by the spreading

8 Williston Walker, A History of the Congregational Churches in the United States, p. 98.
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Jesuit Preterist and Futurist counterinterpretations that were
permeating Europe.” Many of the most distinguished colonial
fathers were decided and outspoken premillennialists. The
Augustinian theory of the 1,000 years of the medieval reign
of the church had been rejected by virtually all, and the bhight
of Whitby’s postmillennial concept had not yet touched the
church in either the Old World or the New.

These men were consciously dealing with the prophesied
“Beast.” They knew its historical identity, and were conscious
of its perverting and coercive power. They also believed that
its power would be broken, and that the allotted 1260 years
would end erelong. They believed that it would be destroyed
at the second advent. For this transcendent event they prayed.
They were intelligently discussing the revealed plan of the
ages, and their own part, place, and time therein. Some were
seeking to separate Protestantism from the coercive spirit of
the Beast, which was still manifested by many of the stern
Puritans. For this they likewise pleaded. " Thus their lives
were lived, their books were written, and their sermons were
preached under the vivid consciousness of the prophetic
scheme.

But along with this historic characteristic must be placed
an astonishing modern corollary that should never be for-
gotten: Not only has such a concept largely passed from the
thinking and expression of popular churchmen and educational
and civic leaders of today, but the entire field of prophecy has
lost iterest for the church or secular historian to the extent
that he is now virtually silent as regards the almost universal
historical emphasis on prophecy, the judgment, and the advent
by men whose names are otherwise familiar to every student
of American history.

Little attention has been paid by writers on New England

? Fully discussed in Volume 2. One reason for this was the isolation of the colonies.
Three thousand miles of water lay between the colonies and Europe. While up to eight weeks
was required to make the voyage to England, one might wait months before finding a ship bound
for his destination. Trading merchantmen usually made but one round trip a year,-so six months
was commonly required to reach America. Correspondence was equally difficult. If a dispatch
awas too late to go by one ship, it might not reach ns destination under a year. See Thomas
J. Wertenbaker, The First Americans, 1607-1690, pp. 2-5,
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theology—such as Walker, Parrington, Chitwood, Miller,
Sweet, Foster, Murdock, and Rutgers—to this wealth of pro-
phetic interpretation, and the related second advent, as held
~and taught by the American theologians of the seventeenth
and elghteenth centuries.” This notable silence is one of the’
sertous omissions of the chroniclers of the period. Whether
thoughtless or designed, it stands as a serious indictment and -
constitutes a significant trend of the times, for, whatever the
reason, the picture has been seriously blurred and is incom-
plete, with one of the primary colors omitted. This we shall
seek to correct.

-IIX. The New England Writers and Their Writings

While relatively few of-these New England Fathers wrote
entire books on prophecy, we are not left without adequate
information as to the views of the rest. They injected them into
their sermons, a goodly portion of which have been preserved.
They expressed them in illuminating introductions to exposi-
tions by other writers." In other instances their words and
sentiments are recorded by their contemporaries or near con-
temporaries, as by Cotton Mather in his colonial church his-

tory, Magnalia Christi Americana.” :

The intellectual caliber and competence of these men can
be judged by observing their education, training, and recog-
nized accomplishments. ~ These factors will be noted in the
biographical sketches that accompany each expositor. This is
not emphasized to laud scholastic degrees or achievements, but
as evidence that these men had trained minds, weré schooled
in logical reasoning, and possessed broad language and history
backgrounds, apart from their theological proclivities. It will

Wilbur M. Smith, ‘Prophetlc Literature of Colomal America,’” Btblto!heca Sacfa,
January-March 1943 (vol. 100)
uch as John Davenport s preface to Increase Mather’s The Mystery of Israei’s Salvation
(1669), and Willlam Hooke’s preface to Davenport’s The Saints Anchor-Hold (1661).
10 For purposes of our early quest, Cotton Mather’s Magnalia Christi Americana: or The
Ecclesiastical History of New-England is of unique value, dealing as it does with the lives of
sixty of the leading New England ministers of the seventeenth century,.the lives of governors

and magistrates, the history of Harvard and its graduates, and the Statements of Faith of the
seventeenth century.
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be increasingly apparent that they were the intellectual leaders
of their respective generations.

IV. Archbishop Laud Enforces Papal Rituals on England

Before entering upon the examination of the various
colonial expositors, it is desirable to have before us a brief
picture of Archbishop Laud and the events of his creating.
These had a marked bearing upon the lives and convictions of
many of the early colonial clergy who left England because
of the coercive pressure he was able to exert.

WiLriam Lauvp (1573-1645), born at Reading, England,
became imbued with High Church principles while at Oxford.
Ordained in 1601, he rose by preferment to bishop of London
(1628), chancellor of Oxford in 1629, and finally Archbishop
of Canterbury and primate of all England (1633), thus becom-
ing -almost absolute in ecclesiastical power. He introduced
extreme ritualism, a semi-Catholic altar, a sacrificial supper,
and stressed the divine right of bishops and kings. His theo-
logical teaching was strongly Romanist, and he declared his
essential agreement with Rome. Charles I, who was a Romanist
at -heart, Strafford (Charles’ chief civil adviser), and Bishop
Laud formed a triumvirate seeking absolutism in church and -
state, in opposition to Puritanism and democratic tendencies.

They believed in the use of force to achieve these ends.
The Star Chamber and an ecclesiastical court, the Court of
High Commissions, became a veritable Inquisition, and Cal-
vinistic preaching was prohibited. In Scotland, Laud’s attempt
to Anglicize the Scottish church (1635-1637) gave birth to the |
riot of St. Giles, Edinburgh, which produced the National
Covenant, resulting in the “Bishop’s Wars.” Eventually the
Long Parliament, on December 18, 1640, impeached Arch-
bishop Laud for treason. Ten weeks later it sent him to the
Tower. In 1644 he was voted guilty of endeavoring to subvert
the laws, to overthrow the Protestant religion, and to act as
an enemy to Parliament. He was beheaded on Tower Hill in
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January, 1645. * This was followed by the Grand Remonstrance,
calling for the co-operation of the Scotch Presbyterians, the
acceptance of the Coyenant,” and finally the Westminster
Assembly of 1643, with its Confession of Faith of 1648 and the
Larger and Shorter Catechisms.” ‘

V. The Clash of Puritanism and Separatism

It will be desirable to bear in mind throughout these early
chapters that the Massachusetts Bay immigrants were Puritan
Anglicans who, while deploring her ritualism and Romeward
trends, neverthetess professed love for the mother Church of
England and were unfriendly to the principles of Separatism.”
Calvinistic in view, the Puritans came to America to establish
.the Genevan discipline in the New World. On the contrary,
the Mayflower leaders, landing at Plymouth, were Separatists.
And the “two consorted ill together.” ™ In.their prior stay on
the European Continent, under the guidance of Pastor Robin-
son, the Pilgrims had. been disciplined in Congregationalism.
Thus the democratic principle was brought to America. Such,
then, was the sharp differentiation between the two concepts.”

The Puritans regarded themselves as the particular reposi-
tories of righteousness. Their goal was a close-knit church-
state. Centralization of power was natural and inevitable
under this scheme. Dissenters must be held in subjection.
Theocracy was inevitable Jehovah was the Lawgiver; the

11 ““The National Covenant, or The Confession of Faith of the Kirk of Scotland,”” was
subscribed successively in 1580, 590 1638, and 1639. It specifically states: “We abhore and
detest all contrary Religion, and Doctrine: But chiefly, all kind of Pylstry in general and

articular Heads, even as thev are now damned and confuted by the Wor God , and Kirk of
gc]t;t land: But in special we detest and refute the usurped Authority of that Roman Antichrist.”
—Page 2

12 On October 22, 1647, Parliament authorized the rinting of six hundred copies
of The Humble Advice of the Assemblg Divines . . . estminster Concerning a Larger
Catechisme, In this are the words: Christ ““shall come agam at the last day in Freat power, and
in the full ‘manifestation of his own glory, and of his Fathers, with all his holy angels, with a
shout, with the voice of the Archangel and with the tmmp of God, to judge the world in
rlghteousness ’—Page 13

13 Separansm was a comprehensive term including the radical Anabaptxsts Diggers, and
Fifth-Monarchy men, the mystic Quakers, the Seekers (g\vho were influential individuals rather
_ than a sect), and the Congregationalists. These aroused the antagonism of both the Prcsb
terians and the Anglicans. See Vernon L. Parrington, The Colonial Mind (1620-1800), pp.

4 Parrmgton op cit., pp. 16, 17.

15 Ibid., p. 17

1% Ihid.. . P- 19.
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Bible, the statute book; and the minister, the interpreter of -
the law.”™ But sanctuaries were close at hand for the dissenters
from theocracy—Connecticut for Congregationalists, Rhode
Island for the Separatists, and Maine for the rebellious indi-
vidualists.*

VI. Molded by a Highly Trained Ministry

While the first English settlers came to New England in
1620, accessions at first were slow. But between 1630 and 1640
they thronged every ship that pointed its prow toward the
New England shores. They had come to find in the New
World what was denied them in the Old. Then immigration
stopped, with twelve independent groups of colonists—fifty
towns, having a total population of some 21,000 Yet from
these progenitors descended the majority of New Englanders.-
By 1660 they numbered 60,000, and 200,000 by 1689.”

The contrast between the Pilgrims and the Puritans was
pronounced. The Pilgrims, as Separatists, had collided with
the Church of England and fled across the North Sea to Hol-
land, where they worked long hours and learned remunerative
trades. They were poor and relatively few when they came to
the American shores.® On the contrary, the Puritans to the
north, who had settled first at Massachusetts Bay, wanted mod-
erated reforms in the Church of England, but nothing revo-
lutionary. Among them were men of wealth, and representa-
tives of the various professions, including scholars of light
and learning. And they had a formal charter from the king.”

The proportion of learned men among these early. immi-
grants was extraordinary. There were as many Cambridge
and Oxford graduates as could be found in any similar popu-

s 1hid b 36

1 Moses C. Tyler, A History of American Literature During the Colonial Time, vol. 1
T T ol
Census ?fg;'?é'as, G Warten & Hhampion e 5" Whitpion.” Popuintion Tronds in the
United States, J],olp

21 Bear cit., pp. 48, 49.
22 1bid., p. 52.
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lation in the mother country—every two hundred and fiftieth
person being a son of Cambridge.” The proportion of scholarly
clergymen® was marked, including such names as Cotton,
Davenport, Mather, Eliot, Norton, Williams, Bulkley, Shepard,
and Chauncy. Of these Tyler asserts: “Probably 1o other
commlinity of pioneers ever so honored study, so reverenced
the symbols and instruments of learning.” *

' Universal education seemed to them a universal necessity,
and was promptly provided, with public instruction compul-
sory in every colony except Rhode Island. Six years after
Winthrop’s arrival in Salem harbor, plans were under way
to found a university. Religion was accounted the chief thing:
They largely abolished the secular and retained the sacred.
The state became part of the church, politics a department of
theology, and citizenship' the privilege of the church member.
They believed intensely in Providence and in prayer and in
‘a Kind of asceticism. There were even laws against the sinful-
ness of tobacco. So, with it all, among the Puritans came intol-
erance and the militant spirit of the persecutor.”

VII. Influence of Racial and Religious Factors

~ Numerous non-English stocks—the Swedes on the Dela-
ware, the Dutch on the Hudson, the Welsh Quakers in Penn-
sylvania, and the German Pietists at Germantown—were
interspersed among the English. Then, following the revoca-
tion of the Edict of Nantes in France, in 1685, hundreds of
Huguenots found their way to the American colonies. These
settled in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, Virginia,
and South Carolina. In addition there were Negroes, and of
course the Indians—the latter, one of the familiar sights.”
The heterodox religious complexion is equally important.
In New Hampshire, 1\/I'assacl.1usetts, and Connecticut the Con-

23 Tyler, op. cit., vol. 1, p. 98.
2t In the Norman tonvue the word clergie means ““literature.’’ In the seventeenth cen-
tury, when learning was ]argely the monopoly of the clergy, they held almost the whole power
of church and state. See ]Iohn W. Thornton The Pulpit of the American Revolution, p. x.
2 Tyler, op. ml o vn 1, p.
® Ibid., ]g[p
James f\dams Provincial Souety, 1690-1763, pp. 4-9.
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gregational Dissenter had legal eccleciastical establishment, to
which the taxpayers were compelled to contribute support—
whether members or not. In Rhode Island there was no
establishment. In New York the Dutch Reformed establish-
ment had fallen at the time of the English conquest. Then
» the Church of England sought to pass an act of establishment,
but did not succeed. In New Jersey there was no establish-

ment, nor in Pennsylvania and Delaware. '

In Virginia, in-Maryland from 1692, and in the Carolinas,

the Church of England was the state church, but with many

Dissenters in Virgima -and Catholics in Maryland. Such was

" the extreme religious diversity. Meantime, forces were at
work “tending to disintegrate the belief in the necessity or -
desirability of a union between church and state.” ®

VIIL. The Power of the Colonial Clergy

In the planting of the New England colonies and the
founding of its towns, the building of the meetinghouse and
parsonage and the choosing of a minister usually had'preced-
ence.” For about sixty years, New England was a theocracy,
with the Bible sanctions:reproduced as the civil code.” The
ministers were actually the chief advisers of state.” Marked
deference was paid to them, and they usually conducted them-
selves in a manner worthy of this prestige. The pulpits of the
churches were high and remote from the congrégations, typity-
ing the elevation of the sacred office.” :

Sunday was a solemn day, meet only for preaching, praying,
~and Bible study.”* The sermon challenged undivided attention
—and well it might,” for attendance thereto was required.
Absentees were subject to fine, and persistent indifference led
to public exposure in the stocks or wooden cage.” Moreover,
the sermons not infrequently lasted from three to five hours,
actually measured by the hourglass on the pulpit. The entire

% 1bid., pp. 17, 18, 150, 151. : 31 Tyler, op. cit., vol. 1, p. 188.
2 Tyler, op. cit., vol. 1, 8 187. 32 Beard, op. cit., p. 139.
%0 Beard, op. cit., pp. 139, 146. 3 Tyler, op. cit., vol. 1, p. 189.
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community was present, for there were no newspupérs, radios,
theaters, lectures, or musical entertainments to disturb or com-
pete. These diversified sermons are therefore among the most
representative records of the times extant.* This was particu-
larly true of the “election” sermons. About 1633 the governor
and his assistants began to appoint someone to preach on the day
of election. This was the beginning of the annual “election”
sermons, which continued for several generations.”

The matter of early official and clerical censorship also had
a bearing. Not only was means of production limited, but the
few printing plants—only five in Boston by 1715, one in Phila-
delphia, one in New York, and one in New London—were
all under censorship. In this the controlling clergy exercised a
rigid though unofficial control. Bradford’s imprisonment in
Philadelphia in 1692 was for printing matter displeasmg to the
- Quaker cause, and led to his removal to New York and the
estal)hshment of his press there.”

The first newspaper, Publick Occurrences, was ended after
a single issue, in 1690, by “censorial infanticide ... . murdered
in its first issue.” ™ In 1695 a Salem Quaker was proceeded
against for circulating a book he had had printed in New York,
but escaped in the general reaction following the witchcraft
excitement.® In 1700 Colman of. Massachusetts had to send
his answer to Cotton Mather to New York to be published,
because of control of the clerical clique.” And William Brattle
had to send his book against Mather to London for printing,
and when it was returned it was publicly burned in Harvard
College churchyard.”

Poor postal facilities and high costs presented yet further
- difficulties.© The population of the colonies was scattered, and
there was only slight communication between Massachusetts

3 Ibid., pp. 191, 192.
“Thornton op. cit,, PP. Xxiil, xxiv, Xxvi.
36 Isaiah Thomas The Hutory of Pnntmg in America, vol. 2, pp. 7-24, 91; see also James
T. Adams, op. cit., p. 128.
87 James T. Adams, op. cit., pg) 128,
6, 2890170d'? A. Dumway, The euelopmenl of Freedom of the Prz:.f in Massachusetts,
Pp.
jamesT Adams, op. cit,, p. 129.
40 [hid.

-
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and the New England colonies, and Maryland and Virgini;{.
In 1711 the cost of sending a letter between New York and
Philadelphia was 9 pence, and between New York and Boston,
1 shilling.*

IX. Transition From British-born to American-born

Prior to 1676 the new civilization of America was largely
in the hands of Americans born in England. After 1676 it
was principally in the hands of Americans born in New Eng-
land. The writings of the first period were therefore largely
by immigrant Americans. The literature of the second period
was largely by the children of those immigrants, and repre-
sented their reactions to life in the New World.

During this second period the American colonies under-
went a portentous change—the struggle for independence.”
In 1643 half of ‘the eighty ministers in New England were
graduates of Cambndoe or Oxford. Fifty years later seventy-
six out of eighty-seven in Massachusetts and thirty-one out of
thirty-six in Connecticut were graduates of Harvard.” So from
the beginning of the eighteenth century we deal with the rise
of distinctly colonial culture.” :

And now follow the American expositors of the early
colonial period, in the form employed in Volumes 1 and 2—
first a biographical sketch and then the prophetic positions of
the writer. This notable group is first visualized on the over-
all chart which appears on pages 44 and 45

23 2451 Wesley E. Rich, The History of the United States Poxt Office to the Year 1829,
pp.

42 Tyler op. cit., vol. 2, pp. 5-9.

4 James'I?A ams, op. cit., p. 113,

i Jbid., p. 114.



CHAPTER TWO

Earliest Colonial Wfitings,

Include Prophecy |

- We now turn to the testimony of the earliest colonial
stalwarts who wrote on prophecy—the stern Puritan John
Cotton -of Massachusetts, the Calvinist theologian Thomas
~ Shepard of Cambridge, and the liberty-loving Baptist Roger
Williams of Rhode Island. As the picture unfolds with. its
progression of names in succeeding chapters, the extent of the
fields covered, the range of principles enunciated, and the
essential unity of exposition on the part of these men of differ-
ing church “affiliation, especially in regard to the Antichrist
of proph_eéy- in relation to the grand prophetic outline, will
‘become increasingly impressive. Added to this is the diversity
of life interests and professions of these expositors as men promi-
nent in secular pursuits, as well as leading clergy, give them-
selves to the intensive study of prophecy.

L. John Cotton—First Puritan Expounder of New World

America’s first prophetic  expositor was JoHN CoTTON
(1584-1652), learned Puritan minister of Plymouth and Boston,
often called the “Patriarch of New.England,” and noted as
an antagonist of Roger Williams. He was born at Derby,
- England. His father was a lawyer, and his mother was excep-
tionally pious. His intellectual powers were so unusual that
he was admitted to Trinity College, Cambridge, at only thirteen.
Upon the invitation of Emmanuel College, likewise of Cam- .

3 i 33



EARLY COLONIAL STALWARTS EXPOUND PROPHECIES

Left to Right (Upper): John Cotton, Puritan Theocrat; John Eliot, Apostle to Indians; John

_ Davenport, Puritan Pastor. (Center): William Burnet, Governor of New York and Massachusetts;

John Clarke, Bapuist Preacher-Physician; William Stoughion, Massachusetts Jurist.  (Lower):
Increase Mather, Harvard. President; Cotton Mather, Congregational Theologian
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bridge, he transferred there, becoming an expert in classical
languages, particularly Hebrew.' " He became a tutor, then
head lecturer, dean, and catechist of the college. He later
received his B.D. degree from Cambridge.

Cotton became New England’s most authoritative repre—
sentative of priestly stewardship. He dreamed of a Utopia
of the saints, and sought to make it real. He doubtless left a
greater impress upon seventeenth-century New England than
any other minister.” (Portrait on opposite page.)

Cotton’s funeral oration upon Dr. Some brought him into
prominence in a new light. Through this typical “university
sermon,” he was invited to preach while still unconverted. But
his sermons were so filled with the “Florid Strains” of ““pompous
Eloquence,” he states, that he later destroyed the notes. He
experienced a sp1r1tua1 awakening, however, and in 1612 be-
came vicar of the church at Boston in Lincolnshire, England.
" Here he was soon cited to appear before the Bishops' courts
for his Puritan views, and was silenced for a time. In the
twenty years he served at Boston (England), Cotton on Sun-
days conducted a catechetical class in the afternoon, préached
expository sermons in the morning from the great chapters
and books of the Bible, and also delivered daily lectures.

After a period of illness and renewed persecution by Arch-
bishop Laud, Cotton emigrated to Massachusetts in ‘1633,
finally becoming the preacher at Boston. He endeavored to
establish a theocracy with the Mosaic law substituted for the
common law, the sufficiency of the Scripture for all needs being
considered axiomatic. - At the request of the General Court
he drew up an abstract from the law of Moses entitled Moses
His Judicials (1636). This code was not accepted, but for
many years was erroneously considered to be an abstract of
the Massachusetts code of laws” He defended the whipping
of Quakers and was the bitter antagonist of Roger Williams,

‘Cotton Mather, Magnalia, book 3, The First Part, chap. 1, sec 4, p. 15.
2 Vernon L. Parrington, The Colonial Mind (1620- 1000 dp
3 John Cotton, An Abstract of Ihz Lawes of New England as the!v are Now Established.
See also F. C. Gray, ‘“‘Remarks on the Early Laws of Massachusetts,”” in Collections of the
Massachusetts Historical Society, 3d Series, vol. 8, pp. 192-194; Parrmgton, op. cit., pp. 32, 33
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writing The Bloudy Tenent, Washed, And made white in the
bloud of the Lambe (1647) in answer to Williams’ Bloudy
Tenent (1644). He is said to have introduced into America
the practice of keeping “Sabbath” from Saturday evening to
Sunday evening.* '

“The Sabbath he [Cotton] began the Evening before: For which keep-
ing of the Sabbath, from evening to evening, he wrote Arguments before

his coming to New England: And I suppose, 'twas from his Reason and
Practice, that the Christians of New England have generally done so t0o.” ®

Cotton was author of several works, including three on
prophecy—An Exposition upon the Thirteenth Chapter of
the Revelation (1655); The Powring Out of the Seven Vials:
or an Exposition, of the 16. Chapter of the Revelation (1642)5
and The Churches Resurrection, or the Opening of the Fift
and sixt verses of the 20th Chap. of the Revelation (1642).
His Spiritual Milk for Boston Babes in-either England (1656)°
was very popular. As-an expositor Cotton reasons with singular -
~ clarity. Through these three works on prophecy we have Cot-
ton’s exposition of Revelation 18, 16, and 20.

Cotton reached a commanding pinnacle attained by no
other pioneer clergyman. He was a powerful preacher, his
reasoned eloquence swaying his congregations trained to argu-
mentative discourse.” In sheer acquisition of knowledge, prob-
ably no man of his time outdid him. His was the heroic pattern
of the seventeenth century—a four-hour sandglass turned three
times marking his day’s work.® ‘Here are Cotton’s positions
on prophecy.

I. First BEAST Is RoMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.—According
to Thomas Allen’s preface, the Exposition upon the Thirteenth
Chapter of Revelation was coxhprised'of sermons from Cotton’s
weekly lectures on prophecy at Boston, in the winter of 1639-40,

4 Century Cyclopedia of Names (1906) 284.
5 Cotton Mather, Magnalia, book 3 'lge First Part, chap 1, sec. 30, 27,
8 Very few of the early American books were publzshed in New anland until we reach
the ﬁf!les and sixties.
* Parrington, op cit., p. 28.
8 Moses C. ;I‘yler Hi:tory of American Literature During the Colonial Time, vol. 1,
pp. 212-214.°
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“where he went over the other chapters of Revelation, as he did
this thirteenth.” * This in itself is remarkable—a weekly lecture
on the prophecies by the most prominent colonial minister of
the time soon after the establishment of the colony! How we
wish the entire series had been preserved! Cotton begins with
the basic premise that the dragon of Revelation 12 is Satan,
ruling through pagan Rome.” Then, coming to chapter 13, he
says clearly, “I conceive to be the first beast, the Roman Cath-
olick visible Church,” with the Pope as head.” The seven heads
he identifies from Revelation 17. He says: ' -

“The seven heads are seven Mountaines on which the Woman sitteth,
which are the mountaines of the City of Rome, it is built upon seven hills,
and the seven heads are also seven Kings, that is, seven Kingly governments,
sovereign governments: The first were Kings, then Consuls, then Decemvins,
then Dictators, then Tribunes, and then the Caesars: Five were fallen, that
is, were past in John’s time, the sixth were then extant, and they wére
Caesars; the Pope he makes the seventh: Now the Pope then is the seventh
of these Heads, but the seventh head and the beast are two distinct things,
though. he be one that rules the beast and hath a great influence in the
gmdmg of it.”

2. SeventH HEAD—PoOPEs; TEN HorNs—TEN KinNGDOMs.
—The ten horns, he continues, are “‘so many kings,” or king-
doms, “broken off from the Roman Empire,” giving their do-
minion to the papal Beast? And the names of blasphemy -
are the papal assumptions—Pontifex Maximus, Pardoner of -
sins, Judge of Scriptures, etc. The animal characteristics of
the Beast refer to Daniel 7, where the four beasts are Babylon,
Persia, Grecia, and Rome.® The “seate” given by the dragon
is Rome—so that civil emperors thereafter dwelt at Ravenna.”

3. JusTINIAN BANISHEs GoTHS; ESTABLISHES PapaL
Primacy.—The wound, Cotton thought, was “given by Goths
and Vandalls,” * Huns and others. And the wound was healed,
he surmised, by Justinian’s destroying the Goths out of Italy
and establishing the justinian Code, constituting the Bishop

: 9John Cotton, An Exposition upon the Thmecnth Chapter of the Revelation, ‘“To the
Reader,” ’precedmg p. 1. (Title page reproduced on {) 56.
3 Ibid., p. 10} also p. 22.

11 Ibid. ; see also 22, 47, 228. : 1" Ibid. 10-12.
2 [bid., . g 9 see also SPZ :d pp 23.
10 Thid., pp. 34, 35.
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7

of Rome “to be the first (or to have the Primacy) of all Priests,”
as he was made “inspector over all the rest,” with the conferring
of powers and estates.* It is the power also called the “great
whore” in Revelation 17.

' “Remember the Beast is the Roman Catholick visible Church, whereol
Rome was the mother City, and mother Church, accounted of all the

Churches in the world, and the Pope is the visible head of this Church,
in this Chapter called the seventh head." 0

4. 1260 Davys InvoLvE 1260 YEars—The Beast’s allotted
period—forty-two months—is the time of consent to the Beast
from the “tenne Horns,” enabling the Beast “to make Warre”
for that period.” And Cotton stoutly contends that the forty-
two months of the Beast, the 1260 days of the witnesses in
sackcloth, and the three-and a half times of the woman in the
wilderness (Waldenses) are all one and the same: “All these
are manifest to be contemporary, (as they call it) to begin
together in the same period of time, and to end together.” *
Cotton flatly rejects the idea of three and a half literal years for
a Jewish Antichrist, just before the great judgment day.” But,
“taking a day for a year,” ® he seeks the beginning year as pos-
sibly when the pope assumed the title Pontifex Maximus, about
395,* according to Brlohtman Prophetic interpretation thus
starts in America with the clear recognition of the year-day
principle. This should ever be remembered.

5. ‘PERIOD SUGGESTED FroM 395 TO 1655.—As to the clnono
logical timing of the 1260 years, Cotton says:

“If you reckon from 895 years, and adde to that 1260. years, putting
these two together, they will expire in the yeare, that shall be according to
the Roman account 1655. I will not be two confident, because 1 am not a
Prophet, nor the Son of a Prophet to foretell things to come, but so far as
God helps by Scripture light, about the time 1655. there will then be such a
hlow given to this beast,"and to the head of this beasts which is Pontifex
maximus, as that we shall 5ec A further g’mdu‘tl Accomphshm(’m and ful-
filling of this Prophecy here.”

¥ Ibid,, p. 35. 18 Ibid., p. 42. ® Ihid., p. 47,
2 Ibid., pp 81, 82.

4 Ibid., p. 83 _see ajso his Blnudy Tenent, Washed, pp. 68, 69.

2 Ibid., p. = Ibid., p. 83. 2 1bid., p. 88.
% Ibid., p. 9'% i
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This is as clear as any Old World suggestion of the time.
And France is brought into the picture as the “tenth part” of
the city to fall away.” And the warring against the saints defi-
nitely included the Waldenses and Albigenses.”

6. Seconp Beast SymBorizes PorE HIMSELF. —Cotton
thought that the second beast, having “supream power in
Spiritualls,” “is no other but the Pope of Rome; The heads of
the Roman Catholique visible Church, from one succession to
another.” ® This, too, was a common coritemporary view
in Europe :

. 666 Is StiLL U\JFATHO\/IED —Discussing the various
dt[ClIlptS to dec1pher the 666, Cotton rejects the suggestion that
it is the “number of his years.” ® Nor is it attached to A.p. 666,
though some cite Boniface’s claim of the title of “Chief Bishop”
in 606—but “606 is not 666.” Nor does he feel that Latinus
or Ecclesia Catholica provides the name,” and frankly concludes,

“But yet wee are not at the bottome.” ™

8. MILLENNIUM FoLLOWS ANTIGHRIST'S DESTRUGTION. —In
Cotton’s exposition of the millennium, written in 1642, he
first of all places himself clearly on record that the thousand
years begin after the destruction of Antichrist and Rome.”
Denying the Augustinian theory of the millennium in the
Middle Ages,” Cotton avers it could not have begun with Con-
stantine or Theodosius, for neither had the keys to the bottO_m»
less pit, but only Christ. And further: '

“This casting of Satan into the bottomlesse pit, was to this end, that he
should not deceive the Nations any more; But a thousand yeares after
Constantine he deceived the world with more corrupt and Superstitious
Religions then before; and even with Pagan Religion also: The Holy Ghost
puts no difference between Popish Pagancie and Heathenish Pagancie.”

“These thousand yeares therefore doe most properly begin from the destruc-
tion of Rome."” *

9. St Horns To SmRrrUAL. FirsTt RESURRECTION.—But
Cotton still clings, inconsistently, to the Augustinian concept

26 Ibid. - B Ibid., p. 225. 20 0bid., pp 250, 251.
2 Ibid., p, 99. ® Ihid., p. 250, 3 Ihid., p. 253.
82 John Cotton The Churches Resurrection, p. 5. )

] Fully co»ered in Volume 1 of Prophetic Faith.

% Ibid., p. 5. -
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of the first resurrection as “the rising of men from spirituall
death to spirituall life.” ® They rise to experience and accom-
plish a reformation.” He warns against formalism and mere
church membership,” and appeals to New England not to fol-
low in the steps of the Reformation churches in Europe. But
he insists that the devil’s binding follows the “destruction of
antichrist and the ruine of Rome.” ®* This, too, was in harmony
with the clearest exposition of the Old World.

10. SEVEN ViaLs FOR WORSHIPERS OF BeasT.—Cotton’s
The Powring ouvt of the Seven Vials (1642) was an exposition
of Revelation 16, “with an Application of it to our Times.”

* ~Declaring this work to be “fit and necessary for this Present

Age,” the preface ends pomtediy

“Now the Father of lights, and God of all grace, fill our hearts with the
life and power of faith and zeale, to pray for, long for, speed,'and waite
for the most desired ruine, and speedy begunne-downefall of that most
cursed Kingdome of Antichrist, according to the scope and drift of that
Prophesie, expressed in the powring out of these Seven Vials.” *

Asserting the seven angels to be God’s messengers of wrath,
Cotton defines those who receive the mark of the beast, or
Papacy, as those who receive their orders from.that Church
of Rome.” He further asserts that the seven vials are the
“judgments of God vpon the Roman Antichristian state.” ¢
These judgments are progressive,” encompassing all. The
Romish church is built upon tradition and perversion, with
the hierarchy as the Pope’s “invention and appointment.” ¢

11. THE SeAT ofF THE BEasT Is RomEe.—Discoursing
voluminously on each vial, Cotton declares the “seat of the
beast,” or Babylon, of the fifth vial, to be the city of Rome,
which the Dragon,_ or pagan-Rome, gave over to the Beast, or
papal Rome.* ' :

- 12, EUPHRATES: STREAMS OF SUPPORTERS OF BABYLON
The river Euphrates, Cotton interestingly construes not as the

35 Ibid., p. 9. 8 Ibid., p. 10. 37 Ibid., p. 20. 38 Ibid., p. 12.
39 John Cotton The Powring ovt of the Seven Vials: or an Exposition, of the 16, Chapzcr
of the Revelahon Preface.
1bid., ““The First Viall,” P 4 Ibid., p. 10,
i" Ibid. “The Second Viall, p. 19, # [bid., p. 29. 4 Ibid., ““Fift Viall,”” p. 2.
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literal river in Chaldea but as pertaining to Rome rather than
to Turkey.” This he applies to the streams of papal supporters
for papal, or modern, Babylon, with. the drying up as the taking
away of his “maintenance.” The general agreement of exposi-
tors to the “foure families of the Turkes,” * or Turkish do-
minion, is noted, however, with the kings of th_e East as the
Jews.  But from such an interpretation Cotton dissents.”

The hating of the whore in Revelation 17, by the ten

- Christian states, is duly noted.” Then he remarks:

“For after the Lord hath beene pleased to scome the Churches from
their Hierarchicall monarchy, then the next newes you shall heare of, will
be, that Christian Princes begin to see the lewdnesse. that is found in their
worship, the wickednesse of their Murders, Sorceries, Fornications, and
Thefts, whereby they robbed their soules, as well as their bodiés, then will

they dry up these streames, and so Euphrates (that did wash this Rome,
and the Turkish Empire also) will be dryed up.” ® ‘

As the river Euphrates cannot mean the literal river that
-watered old Babylon, but that which “waters the throne of
the Beast; that waters the seat of antichrist,” so will the “drying
up of this Euprates dry up the force, and strength of the new
Babylon,” * according to Cotton. This concept appeared peri-
odically in the writings of others in later years.

13. TEN-HORNED BEAST IS ANTICHRIST OF RoME.—Cotton
contends that the sixth trumpet involves the Turks,” and that
the Beast with the seven heads, or “seven hills,” and the ten
horns, or “ten governments,” is “antichristian Rome” and the
false prophet “the Bishop (or Antichrist) of Rome.” ®* And out
of this gathering of forces will come Armageddon.” Note it:

“When .the streames of Rome begin to decay: the streames that doe
water’ and_ refresh Rome. Then looke for Warres, and Tumults of Warres,
great Warres, mustering up of Popish Princes, and their Armijes, and pagan
Princes, and their Armies, there will be no backwardnesse in these earthly

spxrus, in this case, to the captivating of all (if it were possible) to the
maintenance and supportance of Rome.” *

4 Ibid., “Sixth Viall,”” p. 17. 0 Ibid., p. 1 4 Ibid., p. 22,
4 Ibid., pp. 17, 18, & Tbid., p.23. % Ibid., The Second Part of the Slxth Vlall > p. 29.
51 1hid,, pp. 29. 33, 3 Fhid, .s B. 93 (correctly p. 36).

52 Jbid., p, 32, s Ibid., p. 41.
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Cotton ends by speaking again of the “wasting and drying
up of the corruptions of Religion which shall waste Rome,” *
and declares: )
“It shall not be a great day to the Papists, not a great day to the Dragon,
-nor to the Romish Catholique Church except it be a great day. of their
destruction, and that it will be indeed, as yee shall see when this battell is
to be fought in the nineteenth Chapter, and they shall never trouble the
World more that will be the issue of it.” ®
14. SEconp ADVENT THE CLimaX—This all leads up to
" the climax of Christ’'s second advent.” And Armageddon will
be fought at Megiddo,” the “last battell, which Christian Princes
shall fight against Antichrist and his Adherents.” *

15. Turks SENT AGAINST APOSTATE CHRISTENDOM.—In his
'Bloudy Tenent Washed, Cotton declares that, according to the
sixth trumpet of Revelation '9:14, 20, the Turks were sent
against apostate Christendom as a punishment.” And he in-
sists in his chapter 27 that praying for the coming of Christ’s
kingdom involves praying “for the comming downe of all
opposite Kingdomes,” and particularly for “vengeance on the
Roman Antichrists.”

.

I1. Shepard—Kingdom to Be Established by Second Advent

‘The second New World interpreter of prophecy was
THOMAS SHEPARD, or Shepheard (1604-1649), Calvinist pastor
at Cambridge, Massachusetts. He was born in Towcester,
England. Possessed of a precocious mind, he entered Emmanuel
College, Cambridge, when only fifteen. He received his B.A.
and M.A. degrees in 1623 and 1627 respectively. In the latter
year he was ordained and became a lecturer at Earles-Colne
for three years, and for the same period at his native Towcester,
with many conversions resulting. But he, too, was silenced
and unfrocked by Bishop Laud of London, for his nonconform-

5 Ibid. ) . 58 Ibid., p. 42,
o Ibid., ““Third Sermon on Sixth Viall,” ])? 2, 3.
g ;l;':ﬁ., “F;)urth Part Upon the Sixt Vial 2 pp. 2-5.
id,p. 1.
8 John' Cotton, The Bloudy Tenent, Washed, And made white in the bloud of the
Lambe, p. 13. . : R
o Ibid., pp. 52, 53. "
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ity, and was forbidden to “preach, read, marry, bury,” or to
exercise any ministerial function.” Things could not continue
- on indefinitely in this fashion. :

. Shepard studied the ceremonies of the Established Church,
but disliked them increasingly. Going to remote Yorkshire
and then to Northumberland, where the bishops also oppressed
him because of Laud’s attitude, he determined to leave Eng-
land. The departure of John Cotton and others fof America
led him to take shipping for New England. Shepard reached
Boston in’' 1635, and later moved to Cambridge. He was again
ordained in 1637 and became pastor at Newtown (Cambridge).
Admirer and friend of John Harvard, he had to do with the
selection of Cambridge for the location of Harvard College.
which became a reality in 1638. : _

'Shepard was famed as a pulpit orator, .théugh unprepos-
sessing in appearance and frail in body. A tireless worker and
preacher, Shepard was active in the controversies of his day,
especially with Catholicism, and also.in opposing the Anti-
nomians. In 1644 he asked the commissioners of the united
colonies to found scholarships for needy students. He wrote
sixteen works, such as The Sincere Convert (1640), some pass-
ing through many editions. In 1647 he was responsible for
the publication of the Cambridge Confession of Faith, which
was legally recognized by the General Court as the Platform
of the Congregational Church of Massachusetts. Deeply inter-
ested in the Indians, he ‘wrote The Clear Sun-shine of the
"Gospel Breaking Forth upon the Indians in NewiEnfgland
<16'48).63 A profound thinker and vigorous writer, he made
his most important contribution from the viewpoint of pro-
phetic exposition in The Parable of Ten Virgins Opened &
Applied (1660). He taught expressly that the wheat and the tares
would grow together until the end, the separation not coming

- 4 New England is under obligation to Archbishop Laud for sending to the colonies their
ablest and noblest men. It was his intepse hatred of nonconformity, and the persistence and
cruelty with which he scoured all England to hunt out the ministers who were committing the
unpardonable sin of dissent, that accomplished this result. See Tyler,. op. cit., vol. 1, p. 204.

& Published posthumougly from transcripts of sermons. See Cotton i\Iather, Magnalia,
book 3, The Second gart, chap, 3', sec. 16, p, 90, )
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After fifteen years witness Shepard dled

1. PROGRESSIVE EVENTS OF LAsT DAY PORTRAYED -—Shepard

held that at the sound of the last trump the “dead arise,’

the living are translated.”
. +
personal, literal,

“First Antichrist must be consumed,”
breake out of the third heaven and bee seene in the aire,

and

He also strongly stressed Ch_r1sts

glorious advent in the flaming heavens.”
and then “Christ shall

_before any dead arise and this shall be with an admirable shout,

- 64Thomas Shepard, The Sincere
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-as when a King commeth to triumph over his subjects and

enemies.”

Then Christ, with the “voyce of the arch-angell,”

appears in-the clouds of heaven. Next, “the bodies of them that
have dyed in the Lord shall rise first, then the others that live,
shall_,like Enoch, be translated and changed, 1. Cor. 15.”*
Finally, t