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« What shiall be the sign of ihy r'oming, and of theend of + °

the world ?”—DiscrrLEs.
“When ye shall see oll these things, l'nmv that it is nea’,
evep at the doors.”—JEsvs. Matt. 24: 3, &&. g -

© Cax anything 'be learned from the Blbln relﬁ- -~
iive io the period of the second advent 2. i isa ques

‘mon unsettied in many minds. Thm is a grave

Ay soor ce]y hé reached with.this subject, as long. .

. ligious teachers who denorinee all mvestwauon

inquiry ; and, from ths very nature of the subjest,
iz worihy of clom invesiigaiion, and & céndid &n-
swer. It is’ a matier of p’unful regret thai not
a few, under the influence of popular prejudice,
bave decided that the period of the second advent
iy a secret, hidden with“the Lord. While these

as they remain under the inflaerce of those,

i ag"prying into she -secrots. of the Almighiy.. .
there is still a largar. clase’ who waii for eviders
belore deciding. Iiis with ar denb'hc»pn of benu- -

afiting these, that we wrife. . "=% ¥ 7oama-
We accept the Bible as a ‘vevelation from .

[

“Heaven. What God has revealed in that boul, s

lei no man call & mystery, or a socrei of the Al-.
mighiy. ¢ The secret things belong unic l,ht‘
Lord ‘our God; buf those things whichesra Te-
vealed belong, 11nto uc. and to our -"hﬂdrcn 101-
or” Dent.'29 ¢ If ihe sacred Scrlpmns
hot desmnate any peuod i pa,rur'u]a,r for ik 3‘
md appearing of Chirigt, then men shoﬁld af
once, abandon the vain sem-ﬂh- for proofs ‘of M4
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.800a coming. . But if prophecy, in a most clear .

and harmonious manner, does point to the period

of thai grest event, and if there is evidence thai

‘1 is near, even ab the doors,” the subject at once
- assumes vast imporiance.

When the disciples inquire, ¢ What shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of the cnd of the world ?”’
Jesus does noi reprove them for inquiring into
that which -was purposely hidden from all men ;
but he answers that question in the most definite
manner. He even siates that there should be
“signs of thai event in the sun, in the moon, and
in the stars; ond adde, ¢ Whea ye shall see all
these things, Lnow that it is wear, even at the
doors.” The cimple fact that the Lord mentions
aigns of his second advent, is the besi proof pos-
aible that his people were not io remain ignorant
of the relative nearness of the event. Add to
this evidence his declaration that when these signs
chonld be secn, his people should know that it was
near, even at the doors, and the case becomes an
szxcéedingly strong one. )

No truth of inspiration cam be more clearly
stated than that God reveals his designs to hig
prophets, that men and naiions may be warned
hefore their accomplishment. ¢ Surely the Lord
God will do noihing, but he revealeth his secret
unto his’servanis the prophets.” Amos 3:7. Be-
fore visiting with judgments, God has uniformly
sent forth wornings | sufficient ‘to enable the
-~ helieving 40 escape hic wrath, and fo condemn-
those who have not heeded the warning. = This
was the case before the flood. By faith Noah,
Leing warned of God of things not seen as yet,
; moved with fear, prepared an ark for the saving
kL -
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MATTHEW TWENTY-FOUR.

. of -his house, by uhe which he condemned the.
world.” ~ Heb. 11:7. “
., At a later period, When the nations had becoms 3
sunken in idolatry and crime, and. the destr HCthIl -
of wicked Sodom was determined, the Loxd Said, ‘. .
. ¢ Shall T hide from Abrsham thas thing which” I
do, seeing that Abraham shall surely ‘become P
greai and mighty nation, and al] the.nations of ihe :
earth shall be blessed in him T Gen. 18: 17,18. °
And due notice was given to righteous. Lot, who,-
with his daughters, was preserved; &nd none, 2ven
in that guilty city, perished without due Warning.
Lot evidently. warned the people; and, in ‘thus .
communing with them, was ¢ vexed with the filihy
conversation of the wicked.” 2Pat.2:7,8. Wheu
he warned his sons-in-law, ¢ he scomed as one that
mocled.” Gen. 19:14. And when “{the men.oi
the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the
house round, boih old and young, all the pecpla
from every quarier,” Lo warned them, and en- -
treated them to desist {rom their wickedness
And they at once did thai which all sinners, since
the days of righteous Lot, hove been disposed to
do o those who faithfully warn them of their sing;
namely, uhey charged him with being a judge.
Fefore. the des tructlon of Jelusalem by Ticus,
a forerunner was sent to prepare-ihe way be['om
whe Lord. Those who did not receive Chrisi,
were rejecied, “because,” ag he said o Jerusa
lem, when warning the people of the destrusiiof”
- of their ciiy and Lemple “thou knewest noi the®
. iime of thy visitation.”  Luke 19 :44. We bave
" on record the Lord’s prediction of the desiruciion
i ;.. of Jerusalem during the time of the gemeraiion |
' ¢hai rejected him, which was fulfilled in less than
forty years from the time of his crucifixion. And,
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. ‘that the Christians in Julea mighi escape its im- .
pending doom, they were told that when they
should ““see Jerusalem compassed with armies,”
or, ag recorded by Maithew, ¢ the abominaiion
of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
stand in the holy place,” they were to *flee to
the mountains.” Luke 21:20; Mait. 24 : 15.
They heeded the admonition, and escaped in salety
1o Pella.

Such ig the testimony of inspiraiion respeciing
the dealings of God with his people in past ages.
And it cannot be supposed that God will changa

" his conrse relative to the future, when that fulure
iz to realize the crowning consummation of all
prophetic décluraiions. FProbably no one chapter
of ihe Bible speoks more fully, and more defi-
niiely, upon the snbject of the second coming of -
Chirist, than Mait. 2. We invite the attention
~of the candid reader to & brief explaraiion of the
entice chapter.

Verse 1. “Aand Jesus went oui, and deparied
from she temple; and his disciples came to him
lov to show him ihe buildings of the templs.”
Jesus had been addressing the multitude, in the
prasence of his disciples. He had reproved the
geribes and Pharisees for their sins, and had de-
clared the doom of the Jews, their city, and vheir
temple. Chap. 23. The disciples supposed thai
the semple would stand forever. And they called
ihe atiention of Christ to its magnificence and
girengih, as if to convince him that he was mis-

- talen.

-Verse & “And Jesus said unto them, Ses ye
noi all these things? Verily I say unto you,
There shall noi be lefs here one stone upon an-
oiher, that shall not be thrown down.” This state-

-
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. MATTHEW TWENTY-FOUE. 7

.meat from the Master sould bui-deeply interest
the disciples. And whether they supposed thai
the destruciion of-the temple, the coming of Christ
and the end of the age, would all occur at ihe
same iime, or ai different periods, ic matters not ;
since Christ, in his answer in this chapter, has
disiinctly spoken of cach separately, and has given
each its place in the prophetic hisiory of ovents.
Verse 3. ¢ And as he sat upon the mount of
Olives, the disciples came unto bim privat;ly, say-
ing, Tell us, when shall these things be ! and wha
shall be the sign of ihy coming, and of the end
of the world?” These questions relate, first, o
the destruciion of Jerusalem; and, second,
Cbrist’s second coming at the end of ihe Christiau
age. They were distincily answered by onr Lord,
not, however, before the promiccuous muliituds ;
but on the occasion of & privatg interview wiih
his disciples. Christ here speaks to hic disciples;

hence hiz words arc addressed o the shurch cver =

after. Mark the coution given by our Lord as he
commences o answer these questions.

Verzes 4, -5. ¢ And Jesus answered and said
unto them, Ta] e heed that no man deceive you.
For many shall come in my nmme, saying, T am
Chrisi; and shall deceive many.”” Jesus Lnew the
heart of man, and that many impostors would
arise, and deceive multitudes.. He here warns his
dlSCJ])]eS, and guards them againsi.the docpptlons
of corrupt and ambitious men. Such was the
gencral - expectation of ihe appearance of ihe
Messiah among the Jews, that many would set

up the claim ihat they were the Christ, to carry”
out selfish purposes. Buck, in bis “Theological

37

-Dictionary,” gives a lisi of false Chrisis as they
have-appes 1ed duung the Christian dispensation.

s
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1. Caziba, who set himself up at the head of
the Jewish nation, and proclaimed himself their
long-expected Messiah. To facilitate the success
of his bold .enterprise, he changed his name to
vhat of Barchocheba, alluding to the Star foretold
by Balesm. Adrian raised an army, and sent it
sgainst him. He reiired into a town called Biiher,
where he was besieged. DBarchocheba was killed
in the siege, the city was taken, and a dreadful
havoc succeeded. The Jews themselves allow that,
during this short war against the Romans in de-
Yense of this false Messiah, they lost five or six
hundred thousand souls. This was in the former
part of the second century. :

2. In the reign of Theodosius the younger, in
the yeor of our Lord 434, another impostor arose,
called Moses Cretensis. He pretended to be a
second Moses, sent to deliver the Jews who dwelt
in Crete.

3. In ¢he reign of Justin, about 520, another
impostor appeared, who called himself the son of
Moses. ~ His name was Dunaan. He eniered inio
a city of Arabia Felix, and there he greatly op-
pressed the Christians ; but he was taken prisoner,
and pui wo death by Eleshan, an Ethiopian general.

4. In the year 529, the Jews and Samaritans
rebelled against the Emperor Justinian, and sct
up one Jusin for their king ; and accounted him
the Messiah. The emperor sent an ariny against
them, killed great numbers of them, took iheir pre-
wended Messiah prisoner, and immediately put hira
to death. ' :

5. In the year 571, was born Mahomet, in Ara-
bia. . At first he professed himself the Messiah
who wae promised to the Jews. By this means, he
drew many of that unhappy people afier him, In
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3ome sense, therefore, he may he cons1de1 ed in tho

number of false Messiahs. .

6. Aboui the year 721, in the time of Lecy
Isaurus, arose anosher false Messiah in Spain; his
sriame was Serenus. He drew great numbers after
him, to their no small loss and disappointment,
. bui all his preniensions came to nothing. .

7. The twellth century was fruitful in false

Messiahs ; for about the year 1187, there appeared
.. one in France, who was pui to deaih, and many
of those who followed him.

3. In the year 1138, the Persians were disturbed,
with a Jew who called himself the Messiah, =
collected together a vast army. But he, too, was
pui to death, and his followers treated with grean
inhumanity.

9. In the year 1157, a false Messmh stirred p
the Jews at Corduba, in Spain. The wiser and
better sort looked upon him as a madman, but ithe
great body of the Jews in that nation believed in
him.  On this occasion almost all the Jews in
Spain were desiroyed.

10. In the year 1167, another false Messiak
arose in the kingdom of Fez, which brought greag
troubles and persecution upon the Jews that werc
foattered through that couniry.

11. In the same year an Arabisn set up rfov
the Messiah, and pretended to work miracles.
When search was madefor him, his followers fled.

-« 12. Not long afier this, a Jew,~who dwelt be-
yond Euphmbe called himself the Messiah, and
drew vasi multuudes of people after him* -

18. In the year 1174, a magician and false
Christ arose in Persia, who was called David .
Almusser. e pretended that he could maks
himself invisible; but he was soon taken and pub

-
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+" to death, and a heavy fine laid upon his’brethren
« _ihe Jews. N )
14. In the yeai 1176, another of these impos-

. iors arose in HMoravia. Bui the reign of delusion
is short, and his fate appears to have heen similar
1o that of his predecessor.

15. In the year 1199, o famous cheat and rebel
appeared in Persia, called David el. David. He
was 8 man of learning, a great magician, and
pretended to be the Messiah. He raised an army
agoinst the king, but was.taken and imprisoned.

16. We are told of another false Christ in this
game century, by Maimonides and Solomon; but
ihey take no notice eijher of his name, country,
or good or ill success. Here we may observe that
no less ihan ten false Chrisis arose in the twelfth
century, and brought prodigious calamities and
destruction upon the Jews in various quarters of
the world.

17. In the year 1497, we find another false
Cheist, whose name was Ismael Sophus, who de-
luded the Jews in.Spain. He also perished, and
18 wany as believed in him were dispersed. -

18. In the year 1500, Rabbi Lemlem, a Ger-
man Jew of Austria, declared himself a forerun-
ner of the Messiah, and pulled down his own
oven, promising his hrethren that theéy should
balke their bread in the Holy Land next year.

19. In the year 1509, one whose name was
Plefferkorn, a Jew. of Cologue, pretended to be
ihe Messiah. e afterward affected, however,
o turn Christian.

20. In the year 1554, Rabbi Salomo Malcho,
ziving out that he was the Messiah, was burnt to
deatk by Charles the fifth, of Spain.

. 21. In the year 1615, a false Christ arose in

a?
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the East Indies, and was greatly followed by the
Portuguese Jews, who were scattered over that

- ©country.

22. In the year 1624, another in the Low Coun-
irieg pretended to be the Messiah of ihe family of
David, and of the line of MNathan. He promised
to desiroy Rome, and to overthrow the kingdom
of Aniichrist, and the Turkish Empire. .

23. In the year 1666, appeared the false Mes-

siah Sabaiai Sevi, who made so great a noise, and
zained such a number of proselytes. He was born
at Aleppo, imposed on the Jews for a considera-
ble time; bul afterward, with a view of saving
his life, turned Mahowetan, and was at last be-
‘headed. "
"~ 24, The last” false Christ that had,made any
considerable number of converts, was one Rabbi
Mordecai, a Jew of Germany ; he appeared in the
year 1682. It was noi long before he was found
oat to be an impostor, and was obliged to fly from
Tialy io Poland, to save his life.

Here, then, we have & record of twenty-four
valse Christs whe arose at different periods during
about thirieen hundred yecars of the Chrisiian
age, and deceived “mony,” as the Lord had said.

Verses 6-8. “ And ye shall hear of wars and
rumors of wars. Sec thai ye be not troubled:
for all these things must come.to pass, but the end
is noi yet. Ior nation sball rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. And ihere shall
be fawines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in
divers places. All these are the beginning of

sorrows.”’ _
Wars, famines, pesiilences, and earthquakes,

.

have.ocenrred at differeni périods since these

words were spoken. Therefore, these, as they

o~
[y

e
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have ever existed, canuot be regarded as the es-
pecial signs of the end. It may be urged, how-
over, wich & good degree of consistency, that ihe
Scriptures,teach that these calamisies would exisi
in the last days to thai extent ag to constitute a
sign of the approaching Judgment. We wish to

"~ Yuep the imporiani faci distinctly before the mind,

thai the sacred Seriptures do teach when men
-iaay ncié, and when they may, look for the second
appearing. of Jesas Christ.

The sacred writers had so uniformly associated
such judgments as war, famine, pestilence, and
sarihquake, wich the lust Judgment, that the dis-
ciples would be in danger of concluding ihat the
end would immediately follow the first appear-
anee of these calamities; hence the caution given:
“These things musi cone io pass, but the end iz
nob yot.”” . Here the disciples were clearly taught
thai they should not expeci the end in their day.
This fact is worthy ol the candid attention of
those who object to ihe proclamation of the sec-
ond advent of Christ ia the form of an espesial
message. These somotimes assert that it was
vight for the disciples io look for Chrisi in their
day, and thai it has been seriptural and right for
2ll Christians to look for the secohd appearing off
Christ in their time, fiom the days of the chosen
twelve to the present time. And ihey decido
shat no morc can be learned and believed upon
chis subjeci in our time, than by the Christians
af pasi generaiions, snd that the public'mind
shoald not now be moved upon this great ques-
iion, any more than in all past time since ihe
#Hrst adveni of Christ.

We have sscn thai ihis position is incorrect so .
far as the early disciples were concerned. They
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are cited to the distant fuiure as the time when
their Lord should come. They are assured thag
ihey need not be troubled at hearing of warg
and rumors of wars; ¢ for all uhbse thmvs musi
some to pass, but the end is not yet.” Our Lord
then guides the minds of hig diseiples, as we shall
see in the examination of this chapter, down over
‘the time of the great apostasy, and the long period
- of the rule of pa,pml Rome, hefore montmnma a
sign of his second advent. He does* not insi-
mate that his people during these long perlodﬂ
may expeci the end. No, not* once. But whén
he comes near our iime, the Lord gives signs in
the sun, in the moon, and in ihe utmrs, and adds:
“When ye shall see all these thmgs, know thai
it is near, even at the doors.”

Mark this: Our Lord does not mention wars,
famines, pestilences, and earthqualkes, as signs of
his second adveni; but, rather, as events of com-
mon occurrence all the way through the Christian
- age, which must exisi before the end. And his-
tory atteste the fact that these calamities have
covered at least seventeen centuries. The follow-
ing is from & work of Noah Webster LL. D,
publ:eheo in 1799 :—

-

=

“By famine and sword, 580,000 Jews were, i

destroyed between A. D. 96 and 4. D 180.

“In Aniioch, from A. D. 96 to A. D. 180, earth-

quakes de@troyed 15 cities, and over 100 000
lives.

“In Rome, a. D. 169, pestllence destroyed 10,-
000 daily.

“In Rome,A D. 187, pestilence a,ppea,red and

continued three years.
“In London, A. D. 810, by faraine, 40,000 died.

“In ‘A, D. 446, Sepb 17th, an emrf,hqualxc .

-
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shook down.the walls of Constantinople, and 57
towers fell. -

“In Rome, A. D. 539, in one district 50,000
died.

“In Antioch, A. p. 538, an earthquake killed
60,000. -

“In a. D. 590, the plague killed 10,000 daily '

in Turkey.
“In 4.D.679, asevere famine in England three

years. -
“In A p. 717, in Con tantinople, 300,000 died

{ plague.
\“ In 4. D. 1005, earthquakes three months, fol-
lowed by pestilence, by which it is said one-third

* .. of the human race died.
~-¢«In A. p. 1077, in Constantinople, so many

died by plague and famine, the living could not

“bury them.

[

. “In A. p. 1124, in Italy, there was such famine
that the dead lay in the streets, not buried; and
in England, one-third of the people died of plague.

“In A. D. 1294, in England, thousands died
of famine.

¢“In A. p.1345, in Londen, 50,000 died of plague

and famine, and were buried in one graveyard ;
in Norwich, 50,000 ; in Venice, 100,000; in Flor.
ence, 100,000; in Eastern nations, 20,000,000.
Ti.was called the black death.

“In A. D. 135 , in China, 900,000 died of fam-
ine.

“In A. D. 1450, in Milan, 60,000 died of plague.

“In A.D. 1611, in Constantinople, 200,000 died
of plague.

“In A. p. 1625, in London, 35,000 died of
plague.
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«Tn A. D. 1626, in Lyons, 600,000 died of
plague.

«“In A. D. 1665, in :London, 68,000 died of
plague.

«“In A. D. 1755, in the East, an earthquake de-
- gtroyed the city of Lisbon, killing 60,000. In
Miiylene and ihe Archipelago it shook down
2,000 houses. It shook sll the Spanish coast.
The plague followed, -which destroyed 150,000
lives m Constantinople. . :

Verses 9, 10. “Then shall they deliver you
up to be afflicted, and shall kill you; and ye |
shall be hated of all nations for my name’s’sake. .

And then shall many be offended, and shall
betray one another, and shsll hate one another.”
Here is a brief description of the afilictions and.
wartyrdom of the church. Thousands of thes
faithful followers of Jesus were most cruelly put -
to death by pagan Reme; yet the prophecy
doubiless applies more particularly io the long
period of papal persecutions, in which not less
than fifty millions of Christians were put to death
in the most cruel manner wicked men and demons
zould invent. In these verses we are broughs
down over the long period of the martyrdom of
the church of fesus Christ, to neor the preseni .
generation.

-

FALSE PROPHETS. ;.

Verse 11. <“And many false propheis shall rise,-» w, -
and shall deceive many.” In the common use 6f = -
the word, a prophet is one that foretells; but the
word sometimes means simply a teacher. Proph- s
_ ets of Grod declare the future, being instructed by
good angels and the Spirit of God.” False proph-" * -

¢
LR ¥
- -
~ . »
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ots make predictions by the agency of wicked
spirits and the power of Satan. And while this
is true of those who are under the direci inspira~
tion of superior beings, good or evil, consecrated
teachers of divine truih may be regarded as God’s
prophets; and ieachers of error may be properly
called false prophets. True and f{alse prophets
may be known. :

The propheis of God are teachers of purity,
reprovers of sin, and faithful in warning the peo-
ple of coming dangers. The duties of those whom
God calls to speak in his great name, are clearly
oxpressed by the sacred writers. We here quote

{rom three of them.

Isa. 58:1. ¢ Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy
voice like a trumpet, and show my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.”

_Joel 2:1. “Blow ye the trumpei in Zion, and
gound an alarm in my holy mountain. Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of
the Lord comeih, ¥or it is nigh at hand.”

2 Tim. 4:1, 2. “Icharge thee therefore before
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
ihe quick and the dead at his appearing and_ his
Lingdom; preach the word; be insiant in season
and out of season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with
o1l long-suffering and doctrine.”

- False propheis do not reprove the people for
their sins, they de not warn them of coming dan-
ger; but they proclaim peace to the sinner. Their
feachings lead from God and his word, and are
such as o0 please the unconverted mind. The
inspired writers have also spoken definitely of the
iestimony and work of false prophets. We here
give several for example. .

Eze. 18:9, 10. “ And mine hand shall be upon
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-the prophets thai see vanity, and thai divine lies.
They shall not be in the assembly of my people,
neither shall they he written in the writing of ke

house of Israel, neither shall they enter inic the-

Jand of Israel; and ye shall know that I am ihe
Lord God. Because, even because they hava se-
duced my people, saying, Peace; ond there was
no peace; and one built up .a W:ﬂ] and lo, oihers
_danbed ii with untempered moriar.’

Jer. 6:13, 14. & For from the least of them'

evenn unto the greatesi of them, every onz is
given to covetousness; ond from .ihe prophei
aven unio ihe priest, every one dealeth falsely.
l‘bey have healed, also, the hurt of the daughter
* of my people shgh uly, sa,ymg, Peace, peace; when
there is no paace.

Jer. 14: 18, 14. “Then said I, Ah, Lord God!
behold, ihe propheus say unto uhem Ve shall not
see the sword, neither shall ye have £ famine ; bui
I will give you assured peaceip ihis place. Then
the Lord said unio me, The prophets prophezy lies
in my name. I sent them not, neiiher haw 1

commanded them, neither spake unio them.”

After stating ihe dusy of the faithful servant of
God to preach' the word, to reprove, rebuke, and
2xhort, with all long-suffering and doctrin2, the

apostle says: ¢ For the time will come when they

will not endure sound dectrine; but after their
own lusts shall they hesp to themselves teachers
having iiching ears; ond they shall turn away
their ears from the truith, and shall be turnad unio
fables.” 2 Tim. .4 : &, 4. That time has vow
“fully come. The people choose pleasing fables,
which do not disturb them in their sins, rather
than the reproving, searching declarations of ihe
‘Mats. 24. ) 2
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word of God. They love to be deceived by the
teachings of false prophets, and ¢ say to the seers,
See noi, and to the propheis, Prophesy not unto
us righi things, speak unio us smooth things,
prophesy deceiis.”” Isa.:80:10.

«“Shall I now visit for these things? saith the
Lord. Shall noi my soul be avenged on such a
nafion as this? A wondecful and horrible thing
is committed in the land; the prophets prophesy
falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means;
and my people love fo have it so; and what will
y2 do ia the end thereof?” Jor. 5:29-81. The
+ ears of the people are filled with the pleasing fa-
bles of the wocld’s converzion, a good time coming,
aad that we are just eniering the golden age.
The threaienings of God’s word on ihe proud, the
hauglty, the vain, the rich, the sinpers in Zion,
and thoge oui of Zion, are kept back by the falze
ieachers of these times. Many of them even dave
to feach thai the moral code of ihe ten command-
menie is abrogated. And as ihe result of such
a covrse, and of such teaching, we see, in the
profsssed charch of Jesus Christ, that

INIQUITY ABOUNDS. .

Verse 12. “ And becauss iniquisy shall abound,
the lova of many shall waz eold.” It is evident
that boih the ahounding of iniquiiy, and the waxz-
ing cold of the love of meny, are fulfilled in the
professed church of Jesus Christ. Men must first
experience the love of God, and of heavenly

things, beiore thai love can grow cold. Hence,
© commorn, unconveried sinners are not here re-
ferred to as apostatizing. And, again, the preva-
lence of iniquity in the unconverted world alone,

r
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would stimulate the church io greater diligenée,
and more godliness, instead of being a cause. of
apostasy. Hence the iniquity here mentioned iz
“in the very heari of the professed church, diffus-
ing its chilly influcnce”through the whole body.
Ag the result, the love of many has grown cold.
With shig, agree the words of the aposile:

“This know also, thai in the Jast days peril-
oug times shall come. For men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous, boasiers, proud,
blagphemers, dischedient to parerds, nnthankiul,
unholy,- false accusers, inconiinent, fievce, despiz-
erg of those ihat vre good, traitors, heady, high-
winded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
Ged; having o form of godliness, but denying
iliz power thereof; from such turn away.”” 2 Tin.
3:1-5. Here iz o catalogues of sixtecn sins, all
resting npon ihose who have a form of godliness.
These are noi infidels.and common worldly sin-
nars, for they have noi a fora of godlinsss; hus
they arc men and women professing to b follow-
ers of Jesus Chrice. And although they make
s profession of piety as high as Heaven, they
.ore covered all over with popular sins. And b
reagon of their arample, and their chilly indu-
cne, many are led from the humble path to
Heaven, and wheir love becomes cold.

THE EWD.

VeErst 13. “But he thai shall endure untos
the cnd, the same shall be saved.” The word end, ™
wherever used in this chapter, refers to ilie end
of the age, and ic nothing else. It is the end

gasociated 1n the New Testament with the second™
appearing of Jesus Christ. The disciples did not
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ask their Lord (sece verse 3) when -they should
die ; but ‘“what shall be the sign of thy coming,
and of the end of the world ¥’ ~ Neither does tho
Lovd speak of death, when he says (see verse 6),
“ But the end is not yet.”” And it would be sirang=
indeed %o suppose that ihe word end, in verse 14, -
meant death. If any think such a position ad-
missible, let them read i; into the texi, as follows:
And this gospe! of the kingdom shall be preached
in all ihe world, for a wiiness to all nations, and
vhen shall death come. Absurdity!

Verse 14. «“ And this gospel of the kingdom
ghall be preached in all the world for a wiiness
unio all nations, and then ghall ihe end come.”
This is the first sign of the end given by cur Lord
in answer o the question, ¢ What shall be the si%n
of thy cowming, and of the end of the world?”
But this verse, by many, is supposed io prove that
all men will be converted, and that then ihers
will be one thousand years in which all will “Lnow
the Lord, from the least to the greaiesi.” Somea
hold that the one thousand years of Rev. 20, arc
prophetic, sach day in the year representiag a
yearsmaking three hundred and sixty-five shou-
sand years. And many of these very men teack
-nhat nothing can be known of the period of the
second advent. But would they noi Lnow when
“their gupposed millennium, whether ‘it be liceral
time, or prophetic, had commenced? Certaiuly
they would. Then they would know when it would.
terminate, and bring the coming of +he Son of
Man, and the Judgment. If those enjoying tho
millennium could not tell when it commenced,
shen it would hardly be worth having. If they
could tell when it commenced, most ceriainly they
could tell when it would close. These men should

Exs
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be the very last to oppose the view that the pro-
phetic word points to the very generation that
- shall witness the second adveni.

Dut the text does not say that every individual
will even hear this gospel of the kingdom. It does

not state that any one will be converted and made

holy by it. And we find it far from intimaiing
thai a world would be converted, and remain so
one thousand years, and that those who should en-
joy that happy period would know nothing of
when it would terminate by the coming of the Son
of Man, and the unveiled glories of Jehovah,

- Jesus, and the mighty angels. The text simply
states : First. ¢ And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world. Second. “For
a witness unto all naiions. Third. “ And ihen
[not one thousand years laier, nor three hundred
and sixty-five thousand ; but THEN] shall the end
come.” If we understand the phrase, ¢“this gospel
of ihe kingdom,”” to be the gospel in the common
acceptation of -the word, is not the work very
nearly accomplished?

J. Liteh, in his “Prophetic Expositions,” p. 147,
under the heading, ¢ Signs of the Times,”’ says:
“Lev. J. O. Choules, author of a voluminous
work, a History of Missions, from the aposiolic

“age down ¢o the present day, being asked, last
May (1842), if he knew of any nation which never
had received the gospel, replied that he did not;
bui he thought the promise- implied something
more than its being barely preached in cach na-
tion. The same question was proposed to Rev.
Mr. Janes, general financial agent of the American
Bible Society, and nearly the sanie answer was
elicited. Dr. Nathan Bangs, for many years at
the head of the Methodist missionary operations,

;o B
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was asked the question last July, and after re-
flecting some time, veplied that he believed thero
was a tribe, somewhere upon the north-wes:
coast of, North America, to whom it had never
heen preached.” N

Wm. Miller, in his ¢ Lectures,” p. 288, says:
«Is noi this sign already accomplished ? ~Biblo
translated into more than.two hundred differeni
languages; misslonaries seni among all nations
known to us on ihe globe. * * * The gospel hax
now spread over the four quarters of the globe.
It began 'in Asis. In the apostles’ days, thai

- quarter was full of light. From thence it weni
mio Africa; and, for a number of centuries. -
Africa stretched out her hands unto God. Eu-
rope, too, has had a long visiiation of gospel bless-
ings; and now America, the last quarier of the
globe, is reaping a harvest of souls for the last
day. The gospcl, like the sun, arose in the easi,
and will set in the west.”

But.if the term, “¢ this gospel of the kingdom,’
be understood as applying to the proclamation of,
or to that portion of the gospel which relates to,
ihe coming and kingdom of Christ, the fulfillment,
ig equally evident. And it seems necessary to so
understond the passage, as it was given in answer
to the quesiion, ¢ What shall be the sign of thy
coming, and of the end of the world "

Campbell’s irenslaiion of this verse decidedly

favors ihis view of the subject: “And this good
tidings of the rcign shall be published through
all the world, for the information of all nations,
and then shall come the end.” Whiting’s ver-

ssion also gives the same idea: “ And this good
news of the kingdom will be preached in all the

>
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world, for a testimony to all nations, and then
will the end come.”

J. Litch, in his leciure -on Matt. 24, Adveni
Herald, IToy. 28, 1850, says: ¢ Many supposed
the wars of Napoleon were the wars of the lash
days, to, precede the millennium ; and that the
battle of Waterloo was the battle of Armageddon,
“ag it iv ealled. Fut the discussion of the subjeck
of prophecy drew forik inquiry, and a few discov-
ored the true Bighi, the doctrine of Christ’s
personal reign on earth, and began io teach it.
Among these was » Spanish Roman Catholie,
who wroie an able and vvluminous work under
the anonymous signature of Een Ezra. Iis
work fell inio the: bands of Edward Irving, the
celebrated and eloquent advocate of the docirine
of the pre-millennial advent of Christ. 1t opened
his eyes to the glorious truth, and led him io
devete himself mosi zealously to its advocacy.
He first translated Ren Ezra, and subsequenily
wrote and published several valuable works on
ihe subject. For a time, the excitement on the
subject in England, under his labors, was as in-
tense as it subsequently was in this country, un-
- der the labors of My, Miller. Thousands flockad
io hear him wherever he went, and” listened
with wonder at the sirange and glorious truths he
brought forth from the word of God. The cause
received an impulse under his efforts which it will
never lose iill iime shall end. Many of the
clergy of she Esiablished Church, ac well as die-
senting 1inisters of all denominations, canght the
theme, and joined to spread it abroad.”

“Nor has the influence of Rev. Joseph Welle
been unfele. He has visited and proclaimed ¢ the
gospel of the kingdom,” in the four quarters of

e
-
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the globe, to Protestanis, Catholics, Mohamme-
dans, Jews, and pagans. The seed thus sown will
not be lost. A work similar io that of Ben Ezra,
in Spain, appeared in Germany, the preductions
of Bengle.  This, by ihe evangelical portion of
the German people, i esieemed as a standard
worl: on. prophecy. Ii has been widely circu-
lated and read as far as the German language
extends throughoat continental Europe. Ii was
frora this source the Russian Milleaters, of whom
an accouni was given in ithe Advent Herold a
fow years since, obiained their information on the
speedy second advent of Christ.

“The great American movement on this sub-
ject, and tue diffusion of informaiion with regord
to 1s, within the last ten years, is too well known
to nced exiended remarks in this place. Neither
labor nor sacrifice was regarded in the wide and
rapid extension of the good news of the kingdom,
a3 for a5 the English lunguage could make i
Lnown. Ii wag sent to the four quarters of the
globe, and 7o the islands of the sea, upon the wings
of »ll the winds.” .

E. K. Pianey, in his exposition of Matihew £4,
says: ““ As early as 1842, second-advent publi-
cations had been sent io every missionary sta-
‘tion in Eucope, Asis, Africa, and America, both
sides of. the Kocky Mountains. We iind this doc-
trine in Taitary, about tweniy-five years ago, and
the iime for the coming of Christ to he ia 1844.
This fact is obtained from aa Irish missionary in
Tariary, to whom the quesiion was pui by a Tartar
priesi, whetd Chrisi would come the second time.
And he made answer that he knew nothing ai all
‘about ii. The Tartar priesi expressed great sur-
prisc at such an answer from a missionary who had
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had come to teach them the docirines of the Bible,
and remarked ¢that he thought everybody mighi
know that, who had a Bible.” The Tartar pries;
then gave his viéws, stating ihai Christ, he thought,
would come about A. ». 1844.. The missionary
wrote home a statement of ihe facts, which were
published in the frish Muagazine, in 1821. The
commanders of our vessels, and the sailors, tell us
they touch at no point where they find this proec-
lamation has not preceded them, and frequent in-
quiries respecting it are madc of them.”

“T noticed, in a late number of the Voice of
Truth, that a brother iravaling onthe lakes, met
wiith a Russian gentleman, direci from his country,
who informed him that the doctrine of ¢ Christ’s
coming, and ‘the end of the world,” had been
preached there, but wag received only by the
lower classes. Rev. Mr. Mansfield had an inter-
view wich a Moravian missionary, stationed in An-
sigua, who said that several years since, the doc-
trine of the immediaie coming was extensively
preached in Grermany, and thai the whols of the
south of Germany was aroused upon the subject.

The Advent Shield, Vol. I, No. 1, pp. 86, 37,
says: “We look upon the proclamation which
has been made, as being the ery of the angel who
proclaimaed, ¢ The hour of his judgment is come.’
Rev. 14:6,7. Tt is a sound which is to reaech all
nations ; i is the proclamaltion of ¢ the everlasting
gospel,” or “this gospel of the liingdom.” In one
shape or other, this cry has gons abroad through
the earth wherever human beings are found, and

we have had opportunicy to hear of+ the faci.~
Within the last six years, publications ireating

on the subject have been seni to nearly every
English and American missionary staiion on the
<

b
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~ﬂobe, to all, ai least, to which we have had ac-
cess.’

An English writer, Mourant Brock, thus re-
marks: ¢ I is not merely in Great Eritain that
she expectation of the near return of the Re-
deemer is entertained, and the voice of warning
raised, hut also in Amerlba, India, and on the
continent of Europe. I was lately told by one
of our German missionaries, that in Wiriemburg
there is a Christian colony of several hundreds,
one of the chief feaiures of which is, the lool_mcr
for the second advent. And a Christian minister
from near the shores of the Caspian Sea, has told
me that there is the same daily expectation among
his nation: They constanily speak of it as the
day of consolation.” In a little publication, en-
iitled, ¢ The Millenaium,’ the writer says thai he
understands thai in America about three hundred
winisters of the word are thus preaching ¢ the gos-

pel of the kingdom ;' whilst in this _courntry, he

adds, about seven hundred of the Chureh of Eng-
land ‘are raising the same cry.”—Advent Tracts,
Vol. I1, p.

The Signs of the Temes, for Feb. 14, 1844, says :
A brother, the captain of a vessel now in Eng-
land, writes his friends that his vessel lay at Mew-
port, in Wales, forty days, on account of storms,
during which time a continued concourse of indi-
viduals thronged him o inquire about the coming
of the Lord, having heard that he was an Advent-
ist. Among these were ministers and laymen ihat
veceived the truth gladly, and embraced it with all

“their hearts.”

Eld. E. Hutchinson, Midnight Cry, Oct. 5, 1348,
says: ‘I send about 1,500 copies of the Voice
of Eljeh [an Advent paper], to Europe every

-

.
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1ortmght besides what I Scatter over the Prov-

inces. This I have done -regularly for the last

four or five months. The result, eternity will un-
“fold.” '

Speaking of Eld. Hutchinson, and of his Voice
of Elijah, F. G. Brown says: ¢ He has forwarded
them to the Canadas, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, Newfoundland, England, Ireland, Scotland,
Wales, France, Gernnny, Constantmople, Rome,
&e., &e.”

“But it will be asked, Is the news thai such
w truth is preached a sullicient procl‘mmatlon to
fulfill the prophecy' Rev. 14:6, 7; Matt. 24:
14. The answer is, If it was sulficient in the
days of the apostles, it is now. That i was then,
is clear from Acts 19 :8-10, where Paul Ureached
or taught in Ephesus two years, so thai all they
in Asm, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of
ihe Lord Jesus. They could not @l have heard
a sermon, but they heard the sound of the gospel
In this sense, I have no doubt but the gospel of
ihe kingdom is preached in all the world.” ¥

We still wait for the approaching end. Bub
when the purpose of God in the proclamation of
the coming reign of Christ shall be fully accom-
plished, ¢hen will the end some.

-

WHEN SHALL THESE THINGS BE?"

Our Tord having passed over ihe nhaportant
ovents in the Christian age down to the end, in
verses 5-14, goes back and Cintroduces the destruc-
iion of Jerusalem af verse 15, in answer o the in-
quny “When shall these thmtrs be

Verses 15-20 :  « When ye, therofore, shall sce
the abomination of "desolation, spoken of by Daa-

T .
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iel the prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso-
rcadeth, let him understand); then let thein which
be in Judea flee into the moantains ; let him which
is on the housetop not come down to take any-,

shing out of his house ; neither let him which ie n*- . -

the field return back to take his clothes. . And woe.
nnto them that are with child, and to them tha
give suck in those days! Bui pray ye that your.
flight be not in the winter, neither cn the Sabbath-
day.”

?i‘he ¢« abomination of desolavion ” is called “ar- |
mies”’ in Luke 21:20, and refers to the Roman
army. ““ And when ye shall see Jerusalem com-
passed with armies, then know that the desolation

“ thercof iz nigh.” This desclaiing power is spolzen
of by Daniel as follows: “‘ And the people of ¢he
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and
the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with
a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations-
are determined. . . . . And for the overspread-
ing of abominaiions he shall make it desolate,
even until the consumrmaiion, and thai determined
shall be poured upon the-desolate.”- Margin,
““desolator.”” Dan. 9:26, 27. Here is a clear
prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Roman armies. Qur Lord referred to the book
of Daniel, and taught his disciples to read and-
naderstand it ; and when they should see what wagc
there predicted take place, they must make tleir
ascape. '

The flight of the Chrisiians of Judea to tho
mountains would be aitended with dificulties.
And their subsequent condition would be thai of
hardship and suffering. The Lord knew this,
and gave them ihe instructions and warnings nec-

. essary. The statement of verse 19 was given te
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save them from ths sorrows of unnecessary woe.

That was a fime of trouble. Bui one, “such as

1 mever wag,” is jusi before the people of God.

Jesus recognizes the existence of the Sabbath

-~

", ~in verss 20, as late ‘ag the destruction of Jerusa-

Jem, as Vf"lll‘] as'he does the seasons of the year.

R Tk«, Sobbatk is the uniform term of boih Testa-

* ments to de51gnabe the very day on which Jehovah
resied afier the creation, the day upon which he
put his blessing, and which he set apari for man.
Jesus does noi speak of the Sabbaih as being
only a seventh pars off time, or one day in seven,
and po day in particular. The Sabbaih, is the
term used, referring o the last day of the firsi
week ol iime, and io the last day of each subse-

quent week. But if the term, the Sabbath, means

only a sevenih pari of time, or one day in seven,
and no day in pariicular, then we may read this
definiiion inio the te:zé as follows: Bui pray ye
thai your flight be noi in the winter, neither on

a seventh .part of {ime! or on one day in seven.
Ii such a prayer could be answered, pray tell us
when the dlsmples could take their ﬂlght

Verse 21: ¢ For then shall be gr eat tribulation, -

such as was not since the beg;nmng of-the world
10 thiz tlme, no, nor ever shall be.”” The ¢ great
tribulaiion ” here mentioned is that of vhe church
of Jesus Christ, snd not the tvibulation of the
Jews ai ihe dc,s»rucmon of Jerusalem. We offer
the followi Ving reasons

1. I is a fact that uhe trlbulatlon of the Chris-
tian’ church, especially under the reign of the
papacy, was greater than God’s people had. suf-
fered before ¢ since the beginning of the world.”
But 1t is not true thai the iribulation of the Jews

at the destruction of Jerusalem was the greatest .

-
.
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* tribulation the world ever witnessed. The tribu-
lation of the inhabitanis of the ciiies of the plain
when God rained on them fire and brimsione, or,
the tribulation when God destroyed all men from
the face of the earth, save eight souls, by the
dood; wasg certainly gwatm thqn thaf ai the de-
struction of Jerusalem.

2. The tribulation of the Christian‘church has
been greater than it will ever be again. True, a
- time of trouble, ¢ sunch as never was,” spoken of in
.Dan. 12:1, is coming upon the world ; bui we find
_-in the same verse ihis blessed promise, “ And at

that time thy people shall be delivered.”” The
- iribulation of the Jews at the desiruction of Je-
rnsalem was not greaicr than ihe world will ever
. witness.., The vials of Jehovah’s unmingled wrath
ate yei to be poured out, not.upon the people of
- one naiion only, but upon the guilty thousands of
all nasions. ¢ The slain of the Lord shall be ai
that day from one-vnd of the earth evea unto the
oiher end of the earih ; they shall not be lamented,
neither gathered, nor buried.” dJer. £5: 83.

8. If thig iribulaiion be applied to the Jews, or
any ocher class of unbclieving men, it cannot be
harmonized with Dan. 12: 1, which sp2aks of the
time of trouble such as never was, when Michael
shall siand up. Certainly there cannot be two
iimes of trouble, at diiferent periods, greater than .
OVEr was, or aver would be. Th(‘LC‘lOTe, we apply
ihe ““iribulation”” spoken of in Mati. 24 : 21, 29,
to'the church of Christ, extending down througL ‘
the 1260 years of papal persecution; and the
““trouble”’ mentioned in Dan. 12 : 1, to the unbe-
lieving world, i0 be experienced by themt in the
futare.

4. The period of tribulation was shortened for
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‘r‘the elect’s sake. Who are the elect here men-

tioned ? The Jews ? ? No'; their house had been
- pronounced desolate. They weére lefi of God in -
« -their hardness of heart and blindness of mind.
Says Paul, “ Lo, we turn to she Gentiiles.” The
eleci were “the followers of our Lord Jesus Christ.
And where were they when tribulaiion Was upon
the Jews ? They had fled to the mouniains! How -
“absurd, then, to say that the days of the tribulation.’ . f’ .
of the chs, in the cxty of Jerusalem, were short-
ened for the sake of the eleci, who had fled & u‘om L e
the place of uubulaulon . N _‘,‘
5. The couneciion between verses 20 and 21,-
shows that the gribalation was to commence th <o
those:Chrisiians who were io flee out’of the city: - h
“ But pray ye that your flight be not in the
winter, neither on ihe babba)uh day; for thenshall "+ &"
be great tribulation.” Our Lord here speaks of
the tribulaiion which his people would sufier irom
the time of their flight onward. We follow them
. in their flight io the mountains, and then pass -
along down through the noted persecuiions of the
church of God under pagan Rome, and we see,
indeed, trébulation. And when we coms to the
period "of papal persecuiion, we see them suffering
_the most cruel toriures, and dying the most dread-
ful deaths, thai wicked men and demons could in-
flict. Thiz last period is especially noted in
prophecy. The prophei Daniel saw the papacy,
1ts blasphemy, its srrogance, its work of death
on the sainis, and iis. duration as a- persecuting
power, under ihe symbol of the little horn. * And
he shall speak great words against the Mosi High,
and shall wear out the saints of the Mosi High, .
and think to change times and laws; and ihey
shall be given iato his hand until & time and

*
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times and Jhe dividing of tlme Chap 7 25.
Is is gemrally admiited th% “3 timesand times
and the dividing of iire”” is 1260 years.” Com-
menc'mg ihe 1260 years'a. D. 538, they reach to

. D. 1793, when Eerthier, a French general, en-
lerpd Rome, and “took it. The- pope was taken
prisoner end shut up in the Vatican. The papacy
was stripped of its civil power. Here ended the
period of iribulaiion spoken of b7 our Lord, which
was

SEORTENED FOL. THE ELECT'S SAKE.
-

Verse 22: “ And o:cepi those days should be
shorfened, uhCle should no flesh be szved; but f01
ihe elect’s sake those days shall he Qhoruened
The papacy was cloched with civil power to punish
heraties for 1260 years; and had not the period
of eribulation of the elect in the providence of
iFod beau shortened, the martyrdom of the church
would have continued ic 1793, in which event, in
all kumen probability, no flesh of the cleci would
itave been saved. Bui the reformation under
Maviin Luther, and those associated with this
greut reformer, modified this iribulation, and con-
sinved to resirain -the rage and ‘consume the
pvower of the papacy uatil 1700, since which time,
ancording to all church history; theve has been
no general pecsecution against the church. In
this was fuliilled the words of the prophets: ¢ The
narth helped the woman.” Rev. 12:16.  They
shall be holpen with a liitls help.” Dan. 11:34.
We are brought in ihis prophetic discourse of our
Lord, - down _into ths eighteenth ceniury, very
near the present time.  We should naiurally ex-
pect, then, thai the iustructions and warnings of
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the next verse would be applicable to this gen-
eration. - . I R
Verses 8, 24: “Then if any man shall say unto
you, Lo, here is Christ, or there, believe 15 noi.
For there shall ariss false cbrisis, and false proph-
ets, and shall show great signs and wonders; in-
somuch ihat, if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very eleci.”’_ Here is a desciiption of the
gpirituzl deception of lhe present age. Falge
christs arose soon aiter the first adveni of Churisi,
to deceive the Jews in regard to that event (see
verse b); likewise false christs and false -propheis
have arisen at this day to deceive ihe people on
ihe subject of the second advent. The Shakers
say, ‘Lo, here is Christ. His second coming is
in .the person of Ann Lee.” ¢ Lo, be is there,”
" ery many of ithe popular ministers of thege times.
¢ His second corming is at the convercion of sin-
ners, or at the death of sainis.” So they have as
many second comings of Chrisi as there are sin-
ners converied, and saints die. Senseless iheology
shis! ¢ Lo, here,” exclaim a host of Spiritualists,
and they “show grest signs and woanders.” If
possible, they would deceive the very elect. And
we regard it as a safe conclusion, that they will
yet decéive all others bui the elect. .
~ Verses 25, 26 : ¢ Behold, I have told you before.
Wherefore, if they shall say unto you, Lehold,
he is in ihe desert; go not forth; bebold, he is in

ihe secret chambers ; believe it now.” Our Lord -

is here dwelling upon whai he has just before
told them. is subject is siill the teachings of
those who say, “ Lo, here is Chrisi!”  “ILo, he
is there!” If the Mormons ‘say, ¢ EBehold, he is
in the desers,” at Salt Lake City, ¢ go not forth;”

. “Mait. 24
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et m‘my‘ of 1hmr disciples ha re gone. Or, if y you
hear procla 1mr=d from the lips of ihe professed min-.

. lf‘tor“ ol Te us, “ Behold, he is in the secret cham-

ber,” Chiist’s second coming is spiritual, at death,

S0P 2 -‘onwumn bélieve it -noi. And why not
‘halieve such mysmcal icachings?.. The reason-is

given in the nexi; verse.

“Varges 87, 23: “Tor as the Iwhmmg cometh
ont of the easi, zmd theth even vnto the west;
zo shail alao the coming of. the Son of Man be.
Tor wheresoever the cAreass is, there will the ea-
zlos he gpaihered sogeiher.” ~ We ave very happy
thai our Locd hag not only pointed oui false
cheishe ands false prophets, and has waraed us
againsi their mystical teachings, but he has in
conirasi seb hofore us ihe wanner of his second
coming. ia- the plainesi “terms. The vivid light-
ning flus shing out of the distant east, and shining
cven to the wesi, lighis up the whole heavens.
What, then, when the Lord comes in faming

_glory, und allile holy angels withhira ? The pres-

cuee of only oae holy angel at ihe new sepulcher
where Christ lay in dea: l,h, caused the Romau guard
to sbalke, and become,as dead men. »The light
snd zlory of one a,nfrel compleuely over-powered
thogo girong acniinels.  The Son of Man is cor-
ing in hig «w*nlmgly glory, and in" the glory of
Lis Faihor, attended by all the holy angels. Then
ths whole heavens will blaze with glory, and the
whels carth will tremble hefore him.

Verges S9-81: ¢ Immediately after the txibu-
Istion of thosc days shall the sun be darkened, _
and ihe woon shall not - give her light, and the
stars shall {all irom heaven, and the powers of
the heavens shall be shaken’ And then shall
appear ihe sign of the Son of Man in heaven;
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and. then saall all th& trmes :0f u,he ‘,(a,r-,h mm.-n"
rand they shall sée the-Son of Man coming in.™ ¥
“ihe clouds of ‘hesven, wish pows:r snd gresi glovy. .
And _ he shall send his angdls with a greai- sound 3 ¢z

of*a brumpet and’ thejshall gaiher bogobber his. ‘"";"
eleci from the four mndo,‘hom one end of heaven )
o, the other’” : : ot LY
‘W have befofe seern thm our Lord upcahs in ihis ~ .
chapter of the loncr Peribd of iribulaiion upon hiz™

followers, and we Tave also gcen how those days -
of tribulation were shox wncd for ihe eleci’s sake.
“Il_nmedmtdv after the urlbulwuon of those days,-
sholl the sun”be darkened,” fc. We refer {he
reader to the.noted dark day of {May 19,1730, ™
a3 the fulfillmeni of this declaraiion. Myl this:
It does not read, «fter those dm/a, JDui “afier the
iribulation of thoge days RS dey w75 (1260 Venr@.
Dan. 7: 25) reached .io 1798, cighieen yenss thisy
gide of the dark duy in 1780. Ml 16 : 24, males o
this point atill plainer,” & Tiui #n those da./u, 5
after that tribulation, the sun shall-be. d.zr] endd.” ’
That is, hefore the 1260 yeais closed, hut afier

ihe tribulation’or martys rdom of the saints ceased, 4
the sun-was darkened.’ Those who would poiai -

io ihe future, or to the past, prior to the eight-

eenth century, for the d arkening of the sun hero -
mentioned, will de. WeH io read again Mark 13 24:

“TPut in yl,lme days, afier that i iribula pion,

THE sn‘a SHALL BX DA RKE:-IED.”

“A somebhmg sbril: ingly awful "]nll forewarn .
thai the world:will come to an end, nnd ihat the
Jost. day is evenat the door.” Ma/cm Jauther.

Tu May 19, 1720, there was » remarkable ful-

" fillment of the predicted carlening of the sun;
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and in reference o the facts and date, there can
be no doubt ; for, besides the historical accounts,
which all agree, there were many aged persons,
with whom men of the present generation have
mingled and conversed, who wiinessed is, and
have testified to it.

«“TIn the month of May, 1780, there was a very
serrific dark dayin New England, when ¢all faces
ceemed to gather blackness,” and the people werc
filled with fear. There was great disiress in ths
village where Edward Lee lived ; ‘men’s hearts
tailing them for fear’ that ihe Judgmen: day
was at hand, and the neighbors all flocked around
‘the holy man; for his lamp was trimmed, and
_shining brighter than ever, amidst the unnatursl
darkness. Happy and joyful in God, he poinied
them to their only refuge from the wrath io come,
and spent the gloomy hours in earnesi prajer
for the distressed multitude.”—Tract No. 279 of
Am. Tract Society—Life of Edward Lee. '

“The 19th day of May, 1780, wes a remark-
ably dark day. Candles were lighted in many
houses. The birds were silens, and disappeared.
The fowls retired to roost. [t was the general
opinion that the day of Judgment was at haund.
The legislature of Connecticui was in session, ai
Hartford, but being vnable to transaci business,
adjourned.”—President Dwight, in () Historical
Collections. :

¢« ANNIVERSARY oF THE DARK Dav.—The dark
day, May 19, 1780, is thus described by Mr.
Stone, in his history of Beverly: ¢ The sun rose
clear, but soon assumed a brassy hue. "Ahout 10
o'clock, A. M., it became unusually dark. The
darkness. coniinued 0 increase till about one
o'clock, when it began 0 decrease. During ihis
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time, candles became necessary. The birds disap-
pearad and were silent, the fowls went to their
roosis, the cosks crow as at daybreak, and every-
thing bore the appearance snd gloom of night.
The alarm produced by this uausual aspect of the
heavens was great.””—Portsmouth Journal, May
20, 1842. "

The supernatural darkening of the sun, May
-19, 1780, has heen 30 universally undersiood that
Nosh Webstar’s diciionary, in the edition for
1869, under the head of E.splanatory and Pro-
nouncing Vocabulary of Noted Names, says,
« The darlk day, May 19, 1780 ;—so called on ac-
count of a remavkable darkness on that day,
extending over all New England. In some plages,
persons could noisec to read common print in
the open air for several hours together. Birds
sang their evening songs, disappeared, and be-
same silent; fowls went Lo roost; catile soughi
the barn-yard; and candles were lighied in fhe
houses. The obscuration began about tep o’cloclk:
in the morning, and continued till the middle of
the next night, but wiih differences of degree
and duration in different places. For several
days previous, the wind had been variable, but
chiefly from the souih-wesi and the north-east. .
The true cause of ithis tomurkable phenomenon is
not known.” :

“From Rober: Sears’ Guide to Knowledge,
published in New York, 1844, we extract- the
following: ¢On the 19th of May, 1780, an nn-
common darkness took place all over New Eng-
land, . and exziended to Canada. It continned

- about fourteen hours, or from ten o’clock in the
morning @ll midnight. The darkness was so
great that people were unable to read common

B 4
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print, or tell the time of the day by their watches,
or to dine,-or transact their ordinary businese,
without the light of candles. They became dull
and gloomy, and some were -excessively fright-
ened. The fowls weni to roost. Objects could
not be distinguished but ai a very little disiance,
ond everything bore the appearance of gloom
and night. Similar days have occasionally been
Laown, though inferior in the degree or exiont of
iheir davkness. The causes of thiese phenomena
are unknown. They certainly were noi the re-

sult of 2clipses.” '

‘““THE MOONM SHALL NOT GIVE HER LIGHT.”

“The moon shines with a borrowed lighi, and
therefore if’ the sun from whom she borrows her
light is turned into darkness, she wmust fail, of
course, and become bankrupt.”—Matthew Henry.

“The nighi succeeding that day (May 19,
1780,) was of such pitchy darkness, that in some
instances, horses eould not be compelled to leave
the stable when wanted for service. About mid-
night, ihe. clouds were dispersed, and the moon
and stars appeared with uunimpaired brilliancey.”

" *—Portsmouth Journal, May 20, 1848, — Extract
Jrom Sione’s History of Beverly.
Mr. Tenny, of Exeter, N. H., quoied by Mr.
. Gage, to the Historical Society, speaking of the
dark day and dark night of May 19,1780, says:
“The darkness of the following evening was
probably as gross as has ever been observed sinee
the Almighty first gave birth to light. I could
" not help conceiving ai the time, that if every
7 =~ luminous body in the universe had been shrouded
in impenetrable darkness, or struck oui of ex-
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istence, the darkness could noi have been more
complete. A sheet of whiie paper held within =
few inches of the eyes wag equally invisible witk
the blackest velvet. ‘

Dr. Adams, speaking of the dark night, says:
¢« A% nine, it was a darkness to be felt by mora
senses than one, as there was a sirong smell of
soot. Almost every one who happened to be out
in ihe evening, got lost in going home. Thx
darkness was as uncommon in the night as i was
in the day, as shs moon had fulled the day be-
fore.”

THE STARS SHALL FALL FROM HEAVEN.

We here give an extract from an article written
by Henry Dana Ward, in regard to the falling
stars of Nov. 18, 1333, published in the Journal
of Commerce, Nov. 15, 1838: ¢“Ai the cry,
“look out of ihe window,” I sprang from a deep
sleep, snd with wonder saw the casii lighied up
with the dawn and meteors. The zepith, the
north, and the west also, showed the. falling
stars, in the very image of one thiug, and only
one; I cver heard of. I salled to my wife o be-
hold; and while robing, she exclaimed, ¢See how
the stars fall” I replied, ¢ That is the wonder !
and we felt in our hearts that it was a sign of
the last days. Tor, truly, ¢ihe stars of beaven
fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree casieth her
untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighiy
wind.” Rev. 6:12. This language of the prophet
has always been received as metaphorical. Yes:’
terday, it was literally fulfilled. The ancienis, *
understood by aséer, in Greek, and stells, in Laiin, - -
the smaller lights of heaven. The refinemeni of

’ -
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modern astronomy has made the disiinction be-
_ tween stars of heaven and meteors of heaven.
Therefore, the idea of the prophet, as it is ex-
pressed in the original Gireek, was literally fulfilled
in the phenomenon of yesterday. ' .

¢« And how did they fall? ~Neither myself, nor
one of the family, heard -any repori; and were
I to hans through natare for & simile, I could not
find one £o apt to illusirate the appearance of the
hesvens, as that which 3i. John uses in the prophk-
2cy before quoted.” : :

¢“The stars fell ‘even as a fig-tree casteth her
untimely iigs, when she is shakea of a mighty
-wind.” Here, is the exactness of the prophet.

“The {alling stars did noi corae as if from sev-
eral trees shaken, bui from one: those which
appeared in the east, Vell toward vhe east ; those
which appeared in the norih, fell toward the
north; those which appeared in the west, fell
tioward ibo west ; and those which appeared in
the south (for I went, out of my vesidence into the
park), fell toward the south. And ihey fell not
as the ripe fruii falls. Far from it; but they
flew, they were cast, lilke the unvipe fruit,.which
ab first reluses to leave the branch; and when,
under a violent pressuve, it does broalk its hold, is
flies’ swiftly, straight ofl, descending; and in the
muliitude {alling, some cross the irack of others,
-+ ag they are ihrown wisk more or less force; bui
sach one falls on its own side of the tree. Suck
was the appoarance of the above phenomenon to
the inmaies of my house.”

Trof. Olmsiead, of Yale College, says: “ The
cxteni of ilie shower of 1833 was such as to-cover
50 inconsiderable part of the earih’s surface, from
the middle oi’ the Atlantic on the east, to the Pa-
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cific on the west; and from the northern coast of
South Americs, to undefined regions among the
British possessions on ihe north, the exhibiiion
wag visible, and everywhere presenied nearly ihe
same appearance. The meteors did not fly at
random over all parts of the sky, but appeared
to emanate from a point in the constellation Leo, .
near a star called Gamma Leonis, ia the bend of
'the sickle. This is no longer to be regarded

as a terrestrial, but as a celestial, phenomenon :
fmd shooting siars are now to be no more viewed
as casual productions of the upper regions of the
atmosphere, but as VJSlta.TltS from other wor lds,
or from the planeéar y voids.”’

The People’s Magazine, Boston, January, 1834,
on ihefalling siars of Nov. 13, 18323, says: “The
Rockingham (Va.) Register calls it, A rain of fire,”
—thousands of spars being seen at once; some
"said it began with considerable noise.

“The Journel of Commerce informs us that
¢ three hundred miles ihis sids of Liverpool tha
phenomenon was as splendid there as-here; wnd
that in St. Lawrence County there was a snow-
storm during the phenomenon, in which the fall-
mg stars appesred like lightning; . . . that
in Germantown, Pa., they seered. like showers of
great bail.’ )

¢ The Lancasier (Pa.) Bzaminer says: ¢ The air
was filled with innumerable meteors or stars
. . . hundreds of thousands of brilliant bodies
might be seen folling at every moment, . . .
,>1opmg their descent townd the earih, at an an-
gle of about forty-five degrees, resemblmg flashes
of fire: -

This is important testimony as to the vast ex?
tent of the falling stars, and also s to their em-

.-
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anating from a single point in the heavens. It
was the greatest display of celestial fre-works
vecorded on the pages of history. It wasno at-
mospheric or terrestiial phenomenon, common
o tlic upper regions of the earth; but a display
of the divine power, bafiling the science of man.

POWERS OF THE HEAVENS SHAKLN.

This. event we must regard as being future.
It holds the same place in the events of his chap-
ter, that the departing of the heavens as a-seroll
does in the events of the sixth seal of Rev. 6.
Both follow the falling stars. Please compars
Matt. 24:29, 30, with Rev. 6:12, 17. The
Scriptures plainly teach that, prior to ihe resur-
vection of the just by the voice of the Son of
zod, the voice of God the Father will shake
the heavens and the carth, when will ba fulfilled
the shaking of the powers of the heaveas. This
will probably take place ai the pouring out of
the seventh vial into the air. Rev. 16:17.
Then it is said, ¢ And there came a gieai voice
out of the temple of Heaven, from the throne,
saying, It is done.” ~ This is not the voice of the
Son of God as he descends to raise the dead. Tt
" vomes from the throne of God in the temple of
Heaven. ‘“ Whose voice then shook the earth;
bui- now he hath promised, saying, Yet once
inore I shake mnot the earth only, bui also
heaven.” Heb. 12:26. “The Lord also shall
‘roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Je-
rusalem, and the heavens and the earth shall
chake; but the Lord will be the hope of his peo-
ple, and the strength of the children of Israel.”
Joel 3:16. ‘
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We would not speak too positively of future
avents; but venture the opinion that the voice
of the Father will shake the heavens and tho
sarth before the sign of the Son of Man appears.
The people of God will be safe. Islands may
disappear, and mountains be thrown down; Bui
the saints will remain unharmed. Earthquakes
may break up the earth’s surface, so that ‘kings
and nobles, rich and poor, bond and. free, may
hide ¢ themselves in dens and in the rocks of the .
mountains,” siill God will be the hope of his
people. . S

SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN.

This is not one of the signs which show thai -
the Son of Man is near; but ‘“the sign of tha
Son of Man in heaven.” "It is that which sig-
nifies his position. When Christ ascended from
the momnt of Olivet, ¢ a cloud received him ”” from
the sight of the disciples. They still gazed at the
sloud ss it rolled upward, bearing the Saviour
toward the Father’s throne; but they could not
see his person. When he comes “in like man-
ner”’ as he was taken up to Heaven, the cloud
will appear small in the distance; but as ii
draws mnear, it will apparently increase in size.
It will signify to those who are looking for his
return, thai he is there, soon to burst forth
- from the cloud in matchless glory. This cloud

will be the sign of the Son of Man in heaven.

THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH MOURN.
During ihe pouring out of the seven lasi

plagues, and at the time of the shaking of the
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powers of the heavens, a large portion of the
wicked will doubiless be desiroyed. A portion
siill remain, to view scenes still more terriic, and
to endure anguish more dreadful. The sign is
seen in heaven. The once slighted, insulted, and
crucified Saviour, now King of kings, and Lord
of lords, is coming near the earih! His glory
blazes everywhere! The saints hope and rejoice
with trembling ; hu$ whai an hour for the wicked !
The tribes of the carth mourn. Amid the ruine
of shivered creation they hold one general prayer-
mecting. Kings and great men, rich men, chief
capiains and mighty men, free and bond, all, yes,
all unite in the general wail. - As the Son of Man
in ihe glory of his Father, attended by all the
holy angels, draws siill nearer, consiernation fills-
every breast. They hide in dens, and in the rocka
of the mouniains. Their only hope is to be coan-
cealed from the glory of that scene. They know
is is too late to pray for mercy; that probation
{or the human family has ended forever. Here
is & copy of thai dreadful prayer: ¢ Mountains
and rocks, {all on uspand hide us from the faca
of Him that sitteth upon the throne, and from
the wrath of the Lamb; for the greai day of his
wrath is corae, and who shall be able fo siand P

tev. 6:16, 17.

Dui rocks cannot shelter them from the hurn-
ing glory manifesied by the Iing of kings, aitended
by ihe whole heavenly host. The presence of bui
one angel before Joseph’s sepulcher, caused the
keepers to {all like dead men. Then when ““the
Uorr of Man shall come in the glory of the Father,”

“and all the holy angels with him,” no sinner can
endure the scene, and live. The exceedin g bright-
ness of that vast multitude of angels, brighter than

-
-
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n thousand sung at noonday, will pierce the sin-
ner’s lowest hiding-place, and will ““make a speedy
riddance of all them that dwell in the land.”
Zeph. 1:18. Or, as Paul says, “ Whom the
Lord chall consume with the spirit of his mouth,
and shall desiroy with the brightness [bright
ghining, Macknight’s translation] of his coming.”
O Christian brother, we warn you to watch and
be ready to receive your Saviour with joy. Back-
slider, arouse, and return to the Lord while he
may be found. And, poor sinner, though you have
never tasted of the pardoning love of Christ, you,
too, may come and find pardon, and a shelter from
approaching wrath.

JESTUS NXEXT APPEARS.

The Son of Man will be seen ¢ coming in the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
But before hig coming, a great work will be done
for his people. Should he suddenly burst upon
them now, they could not endure * the power and
great glory” of the scene. This subject is well
illustraied by the following words of the prophet :
*“Then shall we know, if we follow on o know
the Tiord, his going forth is prepared as the morn-
ing; and he shall come unto us as the rain; as
ihe laiter and former rain unto the earth.” Hosea -
6:3. The morning is a beautiful figure of the.
opening glory of she day of God. The day-star
first appears, then the dawn of day. And as the
ight of day increases, our eyes are enabled to
endure ii, and view the sun shining in his strength.
But, should the Jlight of the sun burst upon the
world suddenly at midnight, no human eye could
endure it. ) ot
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So will the people of God be prepared to meet
their coming King. They must first break away
from the love and cares of this world, and conse-
crate all to the Lord. Then will they, in due
iime, share the outpouring of the Holy Spiric “as
the rain, as the latter and the former rain upon
the earth.” The day-star will arise in their hearts.
2 Pet. 1:19. 'Those who have taken heed to the
sure word of prophecy through the dark, watching
night, will then raise their heads in triumph. They
are filled with faith, and with the Holy Spirit.
Glory is poured upoan them till they can gaze on
Christ and angels. The trumpet sounds. The
angels are dispatched to the graves’ mouths. The
voice of the Son of God awales the sleeping saints
of all ages. They come forth in immortal perfec-
iion; and as they leave the earth, the living saints
are changed. The ““ elect from one end of heaven
o the other,” each with an angel bright and strong
io lead the way, are all caught up to meet ithe
Lord, who waits in mid-heaven to receive the pur-
chase of his bloed. As language would fail to
. Jescribe what follows, dear teader, we leave you
* here o coniemplaie it, praying that we may be
prepared to participate in the meeting scene.

"PARABLE OF THE FIG-TREE.

~Verses 32, 33. “Now learn @ parable of the
fig-tree ; when his branch is yet tender, and put-
teth forth leaves, ye know that summer-is nigh.
So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things,
Lnow that it [He, margin,] is near, even at the
doors.” The parable of the fig-tree is probably
the most forcible figure that could be used by our
Lord to illustrate this subjcct. When the trees

-~
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of the field begin to put forth their leaves, and
the iender grass springs up, and the ground is
heing covered wiih its green, velvei carpet, we
know that summer is nigh. Ii is a certainty
with us that summer is coming when we see ihese
signs in nature. We know thai summer is nigh.
«“ 8o lLkewise,” or, with the same ceriainty, we
may know ihai Christ’s coming is at the doors
when the signs in the sun, moon, and stars, are
fulilled. '

Here, dear reader, our Lord has stated the ob- ~
ject of these signs, which is, that we may Znow
when his coming is at the doors. But we are told
that the church is not to know anything of the
period of Chrisi’s second advent. Then, we in-
guire, why did our Lord give signs of the event?
“Are they given to deceive us ? to lead the honesi .
Chyisiian te look for Christ’s coming when, in
faci, nothing is to be known of the time oi the
event? Certainly not. The fact that Chrisi fore-
iells signs of his coming,.and then states the objeci
of those signs, that the church may kwow. when
the ovent Is near, even at the doors, is sufiicieni <
proof thai ii is the design of Heaven shat the {
church should understand the period of the sec-.:
ond advent. T

A
ALL THESE THINGS. EREP

Ouvr Lord ssys (Luke 21 :28), “And when .-*
these things BEGIN to come to pass, ihen look« -~
up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption’ -,
~ draweth nigh.”” The signs began to come to pass.. , *

with the dark day of 1780. Then it could be
said that redempiion draweih nigh, aud from that - -
time. the humble follower of Jesus might look up

s :
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in expectation of witnessing his glorious appear-
ing. " But (verse 81) “ when ye sce these things
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God
is nigh at hand.” - ' -

The signs in the sun, moon, and stars, are all
that were given to base faith upon. All the
other evenis mentioned in connection with ihese,
have their fulfillment after the faith of God’s peo-
ple is perfacted, and the doom of all sinnees is
tixed; vherefore they cannot be embraced in the
phrase ‘“all these things.” The three signs hav-
ing come to pass, we may now learn the parable
of the fig-tree, and koow that Christ’s coming
is near, even ai the doors. The phrase, ““all ihese
things,” does noi embrace the mourning of the
tribes of the carih, and the sign of the Son of
"Man. Neither does it embrace, the shaking of
the powers of the heavens ; for ihat does not take
place until the seventh vial is poured out. But
ihe faith of God’s people is perfected, and the -
doom of all sinners is forever fixed, hefore ihe
pouring out of the firsi vial. The parable of the
fig-tree was given to inspire faith in the minds
of those who hear the reasons of Chrisi’s soon
coming. }*But to suppose that this parable is io
bé learned after it is said, ¢ He that is unjust, let
him be anjusi silll, . . . . and he that is holy,
. let him be holy still;” afier the thunder, light-
ning; great earthquake, and great hail, ¢ each
sione about the weight of a talen,” is mosi absurd.
Né! The phrase, “all these things,” in verse 38,
embraces™ the three great signs in the sun, moon,
and stars, given to strengthen the faith of God’s
people, while merciful warnings are being given to
the world. Here, then, since the falling séars of
<1838, the, parable of the fig-tree has force, and

. - . -
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we may know that Christ’s uomlnor is near, even
at the doors, with all the ertainty “that we know
thai summer i3 nigh when the trees pug forth
their tender buds and leaves.

THIS GENERATION 3HALL INOT PASS.

Verses 84, 85: ¢« Verily I zay unto you, Thiz
generation shall noi pass away till all shess thingz
be fulfilled. Heaven and 2arth uhcbll Pass away,
bui my words shdll noi pass away.” Many sup-
pos> that our Lord here cpesls of the genera-
tion then living, who lisiened te his teachings.
That such are in error on this point, the fc-llc»erf
facts clearly prove:

1. Ii is certainly true- ihat whai is embraced
in the phrase, “all these -things,” was not ful-
hlled in that generaiion.

2. Ii could noi be the generation hvmg in the
days of his flesh, for he gaid to them (Luke 11:
29), ¢“There s shall no swn he givan it but ihe s °1gn
of Jonas, the prophet.”

It is evident that our Lord refers to the gen-
eration who were io see the signs fulfilled, and who
were to be insirucied by ihe parable of the fig-

tree. In this propheiic discourse,” he ledds: itha -

winds of bis disciples down ovér the events.of
the Christian age, mentions ihe signs ia-the sun,.
moon, and stars, which were to appear in the lasi
generation, and thm declares that this éenerauwn
shall not pass away till all these things be ful-
filled.

In like mannar, Paul carries his brethren for-
ward to the resurrection, when.he says, “We
shall not all sleep, bui we shall all be changed,

-

Matt. 21 .

4

.



.50 BRIEF EXPOCITION OF

in 2 moment, in the itwinkling of an eye, ot the
last, trump.” 1 Cor. 16: 51, 562. Or, ¢ Then we
which are alive and remsin shall be caughi up
together with them in the clouds, to meei the
Lord in the siv.” 1 Thess. 4:17. The things
here meation:d by the apostle did neé tale place
in hig day. They have noi yet iaken place.
Noiwithstanding, he spesks of them sg though
they would iake place ia his day, and he have
pari in them. .

Also, in li':e manner is ihe mind carvied back-
ward in Ps. 98:10: “Toriy years long was I
gricved with éAic generaiion.” The generation
here spokea of provoked the Lord in the wilder-
necs, long hefore Dovid lived. He goes back
and speals of i as though it were preseni. In
this mapner cvr Lord goos forward, and speals
of the lagt goneration as though i wero prosent.

We do noi. helieve ihat the phrase, ¢ this gen-
eraiion,” morks any definite number of years.
Sowme suppose that onr Lord designed to teach thai
gome Who were witnesses of the dark day in 1730
would live to witness the second comiag of the
Saviour. DBnt it is our opinion that the Tord de-
siguod-tc teach that the people who should live ai
ihe time of the fulfilhacni of the last sign (ihe
falling stars of 1382), and should hoar the pros-
laxaiion of ihe woming of Christ, based partly
npon ihe fuliilled signs, should witness ihe scenes
connected wich hiz coming.

g

The proclamaiion of ihe coming and kingdowm
of Chriss is given to the last generaiion. God
did not cend Noak to preach to the noxi fo the
lasi generation hefore the flood, bui to the last.
The very generation which was destroyed by ihe
waierg of the flood saw Noah build the ark, and

.
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heard his warning voice. So God has raised up
men to give the solemn warning o the world aj .
the righs time to give force to the warning. "And
the very generation of men -that live after ihe
three greai signs are fulfilled, and who hear and
reject the warning messags from Heaven, will drinl:
the cup of tbe unmingled wrath of God. I'or
such, the seven lasi plagues are reserved. And
those of this very generaiion whe receive the
message, suffer disappointments, and endure ihe
trials of the waiting position, will witpess tho
coming of Christ, and exclailm, ¢ Lo, this is our
“God; we have watted for him, and he will save
us.” Isa.25:09.

With what emphasis our Lord gave uiterance
to this sentiment. It is o rebuke upon our unbe-
lief. As we read it, God help us o believe it:
“Verily I say unto you, this gencration shall nos
pass till all these things be fulfiled.” Aand as
though this were not enough to lead us io un-
wavering faith, he adds these forcible words:
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall noi pass away.”

THE DAY AND HOTUR.

Verses 86, 87: “But of thai day and hour .

knoweth no man, no, not the angels of Heaven,
but my Father only. FEut as the days of Noc
were, so shall algo the coming of the Son of Man
be.” The day and hour, and even' the year, of
the second advent, are purposely hidden. Some
of the prophetic periods reach to the time of the
end, while others extend still farther down, very
near the end itself; yet none of them reach to the
coming of the Son of Man. The prophecies clearly

Fy . X

-
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“point to the period of the second advent, but do

_ not give the definite time of thai event. But many
guppose that the fext prozes ihat nothing may be
Lnown of the period of the second advent. In
ihis, they greaily orr, as may be seen from the
following reasons :

1. Becauge our Lord, after stating thai tho
sun should be derkened, and thai; the moon should
not give her lighs, and thai the stars shonld £all
from heaven, gives the following forcible parable,
and males the mosé distinct application of it to
this subjeci. He says: “Now learn a parable of

. the fig-tcee; when hig branch is yet tender, and
putteth forth leaves, ye lLnow that summer is
nigh. So likewise ye, when yo shall see all these
uhmas Lnow that it i neae, even at the doors.”
Vemes 52, 83, No figure should exceed the fuct
illustrated in a lnole pax ticular. This being the

r__fﬁ--}aso in ihe p,mwble of ihe fig-tree, the pomb be-
ficomas an exceedingly strong one. No langusge

"* % shii-be raove direct. No proof can be more com-

plete. Wish all thai certainty with which we
know that summer is nigh when we see the buds
and the leavas shooi forth from the trees in spring,
may we know thai Christ is at the doors. The
mosi; daring unhelief #ill hardly veature fo deny
ihose words of ihe Son of-God, and assert that
noihing can be known of the peviod of his second

-:ommg.

Because our Lord declares that as the da.ys
of Nomh were, 5o should also the coming of -the -
Son of Man be. Said God to Noah, “My Spitit
shall not always strive with man, for that s also
is flesh; yet his days aha,ll be an hundred and
twenty yea,xs.’ Gen. 6:5. The period of the
dood was given to ithe pairiarch. And under the
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direct providence of God, he prepared the ark and
warned the people. So ihe -ul_ﬂhng prophecies
and the signs disiincily declare thai the second
coming of Christ is at the doors, and the solemn
message has gone forth.

3. Those who cloim that the text provos thai
nothing may be known of the period of the seo-
ond advent, make it prove {oo much for their
own unbeliei. As recorded by Mark, the dee-
laration reads:  Bui of that day and "that honr
lznowesh no man, no, not the a,no'e‘s Whlch are in
Hnavr'n, neicher the Son, bui the Faiber.” IF the

exf proves that men will know nothing of ihe
pemod of the second advem, it also proves that
angels will Enow nothing of ii, and also that the
Son will know nothing of it, till the event takez
place ! "This POS)LIOD proves too musch, therefore
proves nothing éo the point. Chrisi will Enow of
the period of his second advent to this world. The
holy angels who wait around the throne of Ilzaven
i0 receive messages relative io the part they act
in the salvaiion of men, will know of the iiwe of
this closing event of salvaiion. And so will the
waiting, waiching people of God undérstand. Aw
old Enghsh version of the passage reads, “Tui
.that day and hovr no man makeih knowrs neither
‘the angels which are in Heaven, neither ihe Son,
but the Father.” . This is the ¢orreci reading, sc-
cording to several of the ablest eritics of ihe age.
The word Anow-is used in ihe same sense here
ihat it is by Foul,in 1 Cor. 2:Z: “For I de-
termined poi to Know [male koown] anythmo-
among you, save Jesus Chriss, and him crucifed.”
Men will not make known the day and hour, sn-
gels will not make it- known, neither will the Son ;
but ihe Father will make it Enown.
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. Bays Campbell : “Macknighi argues that the
* term know is here used o3 2 caasauv in the He-
brew sense of the conjugaiion 7uplnl that is, ¢o
make Inown. . . . . His [Chrigt’s] answer is
jusi equivaleni to saying, The Father will moke it
Lknown when i pleases hua bui he has not author-
ized wman, angel, or -the Son, i0 moke it known.
Just in this sease, Paul uzes the ierm krow: 1
Jor. 2:2: ‘I came’to you making known the

testimony of Crod; for U deiermine io mefe known

nothing among you but o crucified Christ.’”’ ~

Albert “Barues, in his Notes on the Gospels,
rays: ¢ Others have said thai the vorb readeved
Fnoweth means gomebimes to make known, or to
reveal, and thui the passage meaus, ‘vhat day and
hour none mal:cth Lnowa, neither the angels, nor
the Son, bui the Father. Ii i3 trae the word
Las someiimes that meaning, az 1 Cor. &: 2.7

The Faiher will malze known ihe iime. He
gave the period of ihe flood to Nooh, which well
represents the proclamaiion of the resond advent,
given in conpection with the evidence of ihe
ierminaiion of ihe periods of Daniel, during ihe
great Advent movemeni of 1840-44.,

And when the pairiarch’s work of warning and
huilding was finished, God said to him, “Coma
ihon and all thy house into the ark.” “For yei
seven deys, and I will cause i to rain upon ihe
narih forty days and forty nighis.” So when the
waiiing, watching, weepiag, toiling time shall be
finished, and the saints shall 21l he sealed, and
shui in with Ctod, then will the voice of the Ia-
iher from Heaven make known the definite time.
See Rev. 16: 17 ; Joel Z2:16; Jer. 25: &0.

The prosent is emphauf‘ally the walting, watch-
ing time. Itisthe especial period of the patience
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of the sainis. In definite #ime we would dnd re-
lief from the state of suspense to which our pres-
ent position subjects us. The Lord sppeals io us
thus: ¢ Waich ye therefore; for ye know noi
when the Masber of the house comeih, ab even,
or at midnight, or ai the cockerowing, or in iha
morning ; lest coming suddenly he find you =leep-
ing. And what I suy nnto you, I say unto all,
Watch.,” Mark 13:85-37.

One of the {aial consequences of not watching
js distinctly stated in Rev. 8:8: ¢ If therefore
thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a
thief, and thon shali noé know what hour I will
corac upon thee.” The consequence of not
watching will be ignorance of the time. What
will be the consequence of watching? The in-
forence is unavoidable, that it will be a knowl-
edge of the time. In answer fo the agonizing
prayer of the Son of God, “ Father, glorify thy
name,” there came a voise from Heaven, saying,
“T1 have both glorified it, and will glorify it
sgain.” The disciples understood these words
from Heaven, while the people that stood by said
it thundered. John 12:27-29. So will the wai-
ing disciples of Christ understand the voice of God,
when he shall spesk from on high. But theunhs-’
lieving world will not understand it. In compar-
ing Noah’s days and ours, the Lord continuss:

NOAH’S TIME AXND OURS.

Vorses 88, 80: “TFor a8 in the days thai were
before the flood, they were cating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
¢that Noe entered inio the ark, and knew not unill
the flood came, and took ihem all away ;. so shall



ERIEFT EXPOSITION OF

bod
=]

algo the coming of the Son of Man be.” A
picture of the present condiiion of the mass of
mankindis here drawn. How dark the {eatures!
The poople of the iast generaiion will be like
those before the ilood, while the ark was prepar-
ing. Noah presched, and warned them of ihe
coming flood, and they mocked. He built the
ark, and they scoffed and jecred. He was a
preachor of righteousness. His works were cal-
culated to give edge to, and sefi home to the
licars, what he preached. Every righicous ser-
mon, and overy blow siruck in building the arl,
conderaned a careless, scoffing world. As the
“time diow neaver, the people were move careless,
more hardened, more bold and impudent, and vheir
condemnation surar. MNoah and his family were
alone. And could one family Lnow more thaa
all the world? The ark iz a maiter of ridicule,
and Noah is regarded as o willfnl bigot.

Bui the Lord salls Noah inte the ark. And

by the hand of Providence the heasis are led -
info whe arl:; and the Lord shuis Noah in. This
iz rogarded ai first by the scofiing multitude as
gnomothing wonderful; but it is soon explained
away by the wiser ones, so as to alm their fears,
and #hey breaihe casier. :

The day of exzpectation finally arvives. The
gaw 11338 a8 usual, snd the heavens are rlear.
“ Now where i3 old Noah’s dood ! is heard from
a thonzand impiovs lips. The farmer is caring
for hiz herds and lands, and the mechanic i3
puisning his worl: of building. On this very
day, some are héing joined in marriage. Wich
many, it ic a day of unusual feasiing and sports.
And while all are looking to long years of futurs
prosperity and happiness, suddenly the heavens
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gather blackness. I'ear flls every heavi. Tha
windows of beaven open, and the rain in forrenis |
descends. < The fountains of the greai deep ove
. broken up,” and here snd there come Zushing wp
vivers of waiers. The valleys ara fast filling vy,
and thousands are swepi sway in death. Somns
fiee 4o the highest pointc of l'ma, bui the water
Tast follows them up. Men beur their wives and
children to the mouniainz, but sreoblized to part
with them there to drown, while they climb the
highest trees. Dut soon ihey, too, arc covered
with water, so that thers is vot a resiing-plaes
for Noal's dove. All ave siill in death. Foryid
death! made still more horrible by being in
consequence of alighted mercy! DIut where is
Noah? Ah! safe n the avk, horne npen ihe bil-
lows. Safe from the food; for God “shui kira
in b4
By most people, the evidences of ihe soon eom-
ing of Chrisi are considered insufiiciert to bass
iaith upon. DBut mayk: the tesiimony and acis
of one man condemnzd the people destroyzd by
she flood. The evidences then weve zuiBisient,
- aiherwise the world would nos have been ecu-
denmed. But a hundred times mere convineing
cvidences come pouring in wpen ug, thot ihe doy
of the Lord is near, and hasieib greaily. We
follow dewn the numerous prophetic chains of
Daniel, and of the Kevelation, and w2 find owr-
selves in every instanee standing just bafore ihe
day of wrath., We sco the uxcrus speken of by
prophets, by Chrisi, and in the ¢ episila, mlhllmn
or. fulfilled. And ai the right um,. snd in ke
right manncr, to fulfll certain vrophevies, & sol-
eran message wrises in different pores of ihe World :
“PBlow ye the trumpet in Zion, end scund ¢
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alarm in my holy mouniain; let all the inhab-
isants of the land trémble; for the day of the
Lord cometh, for it is nigh at haad.” Joel 2:1.
Wherever we look, we sec prophecy fulﬁllmg
While the Lnowled,gc of Geod and ihe spirit of
holiness are departing, spiritual wickedness, like
w flood, covers the land.

But these evidences are considered insufiicient
to rest foith upon. Well, what kind of cvidence
would the unbelieving have? “'Wh@n the signs
of ihe end,” says the Sk eptic, *‘are fuliﬂlx:d 1% oy
will be so plain that no one can doubt.” But
if the signs are of such a naiuve, and ave fullilled
in such a manner, as to compel all io belisve in
the coming of Christ, how can iii be as it was in
ihe days of Noah? Men were not then compelled
10 believe.  Dut eighi believing souls were saved,
while all the world bosides sank in their unbelief
beneath the waters of the flood. God has never
revealed his truth to men in a manner to compel
him to believe. Thoze who have wished o doub#
his word, have found a wide Held in which to doubt,
and a broad road to perdition; while those who
Lave wished to believe, have ever found everlasting
roek upon which to rost their faith.

Jusi before the end, the world will be hardened
in #in, and iadiffercnt to the claimg of Grod.
Men will be careless about hearing warnings of
danger, and blinded by cares, pleaauug and
viches. An unbelieving and infidel race will be
eating, drinking, mzm:rying, building, planiing,
snd sowing. Ii is right to eat and drink to svs-
tain nature; bui the sin i3 in excess and glut-
tony. The marriage covenant is holy ; but God’s
glory is seldom thought of. Building, planiing,
and sowing, necessary for convenient shel.;er, food,
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and clothing, are right; but the world has gone
wholly after these things, so that men have no
iime nor disposision to think of God, Heaven,
Christ’s 2oming, ond the Judgment. This world
is their god, and all their encrgies of body and
wind bow down fo gerve it. And the evil day is
pui far away.

The faithful watchman who sounds the alarm
ag he sees destruction coming, is held up beforc
the people from the pulpits of our land, and by
the religious press, as a ¢ fansaiic,” a ¢ teacher of
dangerous heresies;”’ while in conirasi is set forsh
» long period of peace and prosperiiy to the,
church. So the churches are quieted to sleep. .

The scoifer continues o scoff, and the mocksr .
mocks on. <But their day is coming. Thus saith -

ihe prophet of God: “Howl ye; for the day of
ihe Lord is at hand; it shall comc as a desirve-
iion from the Almighty. Therefore shall sll
hands he faint, and every man’s heari shall melt.
And they shall be afraid; pangs and sorrows shall
take hold of them. .-. . DBehold, the duy of
ihe Lord cometh, cruel both with wraih and fierce
anger, 10 lay the land desolate; and he shall de-
stroy the sinners ihersof out of it.”” Tsa. 13:6-9.

Most dreadful day! And is it near? Yes; i¢
hasteth ! It hasteth greatly! What o description
ziven by the prophet! Readit; and as you read,
try to ieel how dreadful will be thai day: ¢ The
great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hast-
eth greatly, even the wvoice of the day of the
Lord; she mighiy man shall cry shere biiterly.
That day ic a day of wrath, a day of irouble and
distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, » day
of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and
thick darknsss, & day of the irumpet and alorm

'
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against the fonced cities, and against the high
towers. And T will bring disiress upon men,
ihat they shall walk like blind men, because they

, have sinned againsi the Lord: and their blood
shall be poured oui a3 dust, and ¢heir {lesh ag
ihe dung. MNeither their silver nor their gold
chell be able to deliver them in the day of ihe
Lord’s wrath; but thc whole land shall be de-
voured by the fire of his jealowsy; for he shall
male even a speedy riddance of all them that
dwell in the land.”  Zeph. 1:14-18.

Now wa hear ihe ¢ peace-and-safeiy ™ cry from
the pulpit, and all the way along down io the grog-
shop. ¢ Where is the promise of His coming?”

- ,s murmuved from the impious lips of a thousand
lasi-day scoflers. Bui the scens will speedily
uh"ugo “TFor when they shall say, Peace and
rafety, then sudden desiruction cometh upon them,
. and they shall not escape.” The scciling of
ihe hsughty scoffer will soon be inrned to wail-
ing and howling. * The lofiy looks of man shall
Le humbled, and'the haughtiness of men shall be
howod down; and she Lord alone shall be exalted
in that da,y. For ihe day of the Lovd of hosts
shell be upon every one that is proud and lofty,
and upon svery‘one that is lified up; and he shall
ise brought low.” Tsa. £:11, 12. “And ihe_
slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one
end of the earth sven unmio the other end of tho
carth: they shall noi be lamented, neither gath-
~ared, nor buried; they shall be dung upon ihe
geound.”  Jer. £5: &3,
_The last plagues, in which is filled up the wruih
¥ God, now bottled vp in Heaven, waiting for
me-cy to Enish her last pleadmgs, will be pouu,d
 cut. Unmingled wrath of Jehovah! And noj
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one drop of mercy? Not one! Jeusus will lay off
his priesily attire, leave the mercy-seat,-and put
on the garments of vengeance, never more to offer
his blood to wash the sinmer from Lis sins. The
angels will wipe the lasi tear shed over sinmers,
while the mandate resounds through all Heaven,
Lot them alone. The groaning,-weeping, pray-
ing church on earth, who in the last message
employs every power to sound everywhere the
Jast note of warning,lesi the blood of souls be
found in her garments, i3 now hushed in solemn
silence. The Holy Spirit bas writien within them
shese propheiic words of their soon-cxpected Lord :
“He vhat is nnjust, let him be unjusi still ; and
he which is flthy, let him be filthy still; and be’
that is righteous, let bim be righieous still; and”
he that ig holy, lei him be holy siill.” Rew.
22:11. :

THE FI:TAL SEPARATION.

Verses 40, 41: ¢ Then shall two be in the field ;
the one shall be talien, and the othey left. Twe
women shall be grinding o} the mill; the oneshali
be tolken, and the other left.” This language was
designed to illusirate the final separuiion: of the
righieous and the wicked. Many husbands and
wives, parents and children, brothars and sisters,
will then paré, never to meet again.

TIOSE WHO WATCH, WILL KNOW THE TIME.

Verses 42-44: “Watch therefore; for ye
Inow not what hour your Lord doth come. Bui
Enow this, that if the good man of the house had
known in what watch the thief _would come, he

1
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would have watched, and would not have suf-
fered his house to be broken uvp. Therefore, be
ye also ready; for in such an hour as ye think
not, the Son of Man cometh.”

The day and hour of Chrisi’s second coming

are not revealed in ihe Scuviptures. Neither

is the yeor in which thig glorious event is to take
place poinfed ovt. No one of the prophetic pe-
viods reaches to the second coming of Christ.
The sanctvary is to be <leansed ai the end of the
2300 days, and Daniel is to siand in his lot ai the
ond of the 1885 days. Eui that these eveats oe-
cur before the second appearing of Chrisi, is
cuscepiible of the clearesi proof. Both _these
prophetic periods terminated in 1844. Xui we
cannot give a defense of our position in regard
to these periods in this worl:.

The time from she end of the prophetic peviods
50 the coming of Chrisi is emphatically the wait-
tug, watching time. Those who watch, as our
Lord commauds, will Lnow ithe time. No man
will make ii known ; for if is noi revealed io man
in the Scriptures. Aagels will not make ii
Imown, though they may minister to, and :om-
municate with, the children of men. Neither will
the Son. But the Father will make it kuown
when he speaks again from Heaven. Ho once
spake the ten commandments in ihe hearing of
the people. His voice then chook the earih.
When he speaks again, the heavens and earih will

- both shake. Says Paul: “Whose voice ihen

“shook the earth; but now he haih prowised, say-

ing, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but
also heaven.” Heb. 12:26. ¢ The Lord also
shall roar oui of Zion, and utter his voice {rom
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Jernsalem ; and ihe heavens and the earih shall
shake.” Josl §:16.
Probably thers is po prophecy ihat betier de-

geribes the present state of unbelief in the world -

in regard io the sezond advent, cansed partly by
fanoiical time-movements, thon he following-
“Son of Ma,n, wihat is that proverb ihat ye have
in the land of Israsl, saying, The days are pro-
longed, and every vision Inileth? Toll then,
therefors, Thus gnith the Lord God: I will wake
this proverb to seoce, and they chall no mere use it
as » proverb in Israel; bub say unto them, The
days are ai hand, and the effcet of every vision.
For ihere shall b no more any vain vision nor
fathoring divinaticn within the house of Israel.
For I ama the Lovd: I will speak, and the word
thai I shall speal: shall come o pnss; it shall he
no more prolonged; for in your days, O rebell-
ious house, will I say the word, and will periorm
it, suith the Lord God.” D.,e. 12:22-25. The
burden of thiz prophecy is iime; thercfore, iha
word here meniioned ithatb ihe Lord will epeak,
will be the tims.

Lev. 2:8, is aleo to the point: “ Remember
thersfore how thon hasi received and heard, and
hold fasi, and repent. If therefors thou shali not
waich, I will come on thee ag a thief, and thon
shalt not know what hour I will come upon thes.”
Thoess who do not watceh, will not know the hour.
Those wha wakch, will LnoW tbe hour.

The presant waiching (c-ndlclon ie elearly defined
in 1 Thess. 5:1~4: “Buy of the times and the

zeasong, brethren, ye have no need thai I wriie”

unio you. For yourselves Lnow perfecily that

the day of the Lord so comash as a thief in the,

night. For when they shall say, Peace, and

e
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- safely, then sudden destruciion cometh wupon

them, as travail upon a womsa with child; and
ihey shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not.
in darkness, ihat that day should overtake you
as & thief.”

The present watching, W:ntmo’ position requires
much faith aud paiience. ua:‘}’.: Paul, ¢ Cast nos
mway therefore your confidence, which hath greai

rocompense of veward. IFor ye have need of pa-
uem‘e, thas, after ye have done the will of God
{in proclaimiag the coming of Christ], ye mighs
racetve the promise. For~ yei a litile while, and
Fle that shall come will come,-and will not tarry.
Mow the just shall live by faith; but if any man
araw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
Bui we are nov of them who draw back unto per-
\.mon, bui of them that beliove to the savmg of
the soul.” Heb. 10:355-5

Says James, “DBe patlent therefore, brethren,
unto the coming oi the Lord. DBehold, the hus-
andman waiteth for the precious fruit of the
oarih, aod hath Jong pasience for it, uniil he re-
ceive the early and laiter vain.” Ee ye also pa-
iient; stablish your hearts; for the -,ommg of the
Lord druweth uigh.”  Chap. 5:7, 8.

Ths presens poswlon and pr«’sen’c du’cy of God’s
people are defined in Rev. 14:12: “Here is
ihe patisnce of the saints: here are ithey that
f’eep the semmandments of Jrod, and the faith
of Jesus.”

-

THE FAITHFIJL AND WISE SERVAN’I&

Verses 45-47: “Who then is a faithful and
wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over
his houschold, to give them meat in due season t

.
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Elessed is that servani whom his lord, when he
cometh, shall find so doing. ~Verily I say unto
Fou, thau, be shall make him ruler over all his
goods.” ’

In this figurs, Christ is represented as the lord
of the hovsehold of faiih (sce Mark 15: 85; Heb.
5:6), leaving his house, and commiiting the worl:
of caring for his church to his servants. A bless-
ing ig promised those servants who are faithfully
discharging their duty when their Lord comes.
They are to feed the dock of God, over whom
the Holy Gthosi hath made them overseers. Acts
20: 28. They must preach the word. 2 Tim.
4:2. They should watch ior souls as they thag
wust give accouni.  Heb. 18:17.  They will not
only give meab to the household, but they will
give it in due season. They will preach the
present truth.  Their last work, before the return
of their Master, will be_io proclaim his coming,
and to teach ihe necessary preparation. They

will sacrifice the society and blessings of home,
and go everywhere, preaching the word, suffering
Ja,t]gue of body and hurden of spirit. But such
will have great reward in the kingdom of God.
*“ Who iz that {aichful and wise servant ¥” Where
shall we find hita? Ans. He is faithfully and
wisely attending to the intereste of the household
of furth.

1. He iz faithful. As a faithful watchman, he
will give timely warning when he sees the sword
uommg His work jusi before the end iz seen in
the following scripiures: Joel 2:1: “Blow yo
the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my
holy mountain: let all {he inhabitants of the.land
tremble; for the day of the Lord, comeih, for ii

Datt, 34 . : .-

.

,
. L.
“ . z



-~

66 BRIEF EXPOSBITION OF

is nigh at hand.” TIsa. 58:1: ¢ Cry aloud, epare
not, lifi up thy voice like & trnwpet, and show
ray people their transgression, and ihe house of
Jacob iheir sing.” 2 Tim. 4:1-5: [ charge
thee therefore belore God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick snd the dead
&t his appearing and his kingdom, Preach the
word ; be ingtant in season, ou: of season; re-
peove, rebul:e, exhort, with all long-suffering and
docirine. Ior the time will come when they will
not endare sound doecirine; hui afier their own
lusts shall they hoap to themselves teachers, hav-
ing itching ears; and ihey shall bura away their
cars from the truth, and shall be furned unto fa-
bles. Dut watch chou in all things, endure afflic-
tions, do the work of an evangelisi, make full
proof of thy mivistry.”

2. He is wise. ‘“He that winneth souls is
wise.”” e must he wise. He will expose error,
when hold forth the ¢ruth in its harmony and
beauty, ond ihus win men to the iruth. When
it becomes his duty io “reprove snd rebuke,”
it will be at a proper time and place, and then
with all ““long-suffering and dosirine.” e will
study to show himseli ¢ approved unto God, a
workmsn that necdeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of iruth.” 2 Tim. 2: 14,

TH& EVIL SERVAMT.

Verses 48-561: “Bat and if thai evil servant
‘shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his com-
ing; and shall begin to smite his fellow-servants,
and to eat and drink with the drunken; the lord
of -that servant shall come in a day when he look-
eth not for him, and in an hour that he is not
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aware of ; and shall cui hira asunder, and appoing
him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”” Whai the
ovil servani says and does, shows most clearly the
position and worl: of the [aithful and wise serv-
anb.  Why the evil servani says, My Lord da-
Jayeth his coming,” is becavse the faithful serv-
ani is proclaiming the coming of his Lord. Why
the evil servant smites the [aithful servant, is be-
cause he teaches the speedy cowing of his Lerd.
The faithful servant, irue o his commission {o
preach the “ gospel of ike Lingdom ™ %o o fallen
church and a _gscoiing world, toilz on, and the avil
servani switee on.  Oaz iz laying up treasurc in
Heaven, and is preparing to go home to his cier-
nal rewsrd ; while the other is calling down upon
hie head the displeasure of the high =nd holy
One, and is getiing ready io receive the unmin-
gled sup of the fury of the Lord. The faithful
servani is surning some, at Jeast, to righteousiass,
to shine forever ws stass in hig -crown of glory,
while the evil sorvant pursues his downward course
and work of death, maling the bitier cup of woe
which awsits him, still more bitier. Bui the sep-
orating day is coming. The Lord will come, and
sui asvnder the evil servani, and appoins him his
portion with the lost. Tn the general wailing and
.gnashing of teeih, with bypocrises he will receive
the periion due him for his works.

Read the dovm of the false shepherds, the min-
isters of the lasi generation, who come up to the
day of the Lord with their garments all siained
over with the blood of seuls. They new cry, Peace
and safety, «nd their flocks confide in thein. They
stand between vs and ihe people, and turn away -
the arrow of trush. But’ their day is coming,
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dreadful beyond description. Thus saith ihe
Lord: “Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wal-
low yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of ihe
flocl:; for the days of your slaughter and of
your dispersions are accomplished ; and ye shall
fall like a pleasant vessel. And ihe shepherds
shall have no way to dee, nor the principal of the
flock to escape. A voice of the cry of the shep-
herds, and an howling of the principal of ihs
focl, shall be heard; for the Lord haih spoited
their pasture. And the peacesble habitations are
oui, down, because of the fierce anger of | tho
Lord.”  Jer. 25:34-37.

PARABLE OF TENX VIRGINS.

Chap. £56:1-4: “Then shall the kingdom of
Heaven be likened unio ten virgins, which tool:
vheir lamps, and went forth io meet the bride-
groom. And five of them were wise, and five
were foolish. They ihat were foolish ook their
lamps, and took no oil with them; but the wise
tool cil in their vessels with their Jamps.” -

The tweniy-fourth and twenky-fifth chapters oi~
Mzatthew are one connected discourse. The para-
ble of the ten virgins of chapier 26, is a further
llugiration of the greai subject of the second ad-
vent, treated in the'pravious chapter, especially of
the aciion of the wise and the evil servants, given
in ihe closing part of it. ¢ Then shall the kiag-
dom of Heaven be likened [compared, Campbell’s
translaiion ] unto ten virgins.” At the very time
when hoth these classes of servants are mani-
fesied, may the kingdom of Heaven be compared
to an castern marriage. The parable, then, does
not have a general application; but illustrates
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tha kingdom of Heaven at a particular time.
There can b= no mistzke on this poini.

Some have desired to obtain a corvest account
of aun eastern marriage, thut they might beiter
understand ihis parable. Bui let it be undersiood
thai our Saviour has here given the desired hie-
tory, and testifiss that the kingdom of Heaven
shall be likened, or corapared, unte ii.

The kingdom of Heaven is noi the fuvure king-
dom of glory. The parable can in no wise illus-
trose that kingdom. The term here, as in many
ather places in the New Testument, applics to the
worke of grace; or, more debnitely sxpressed, it
vefers to the grest second-advent movement,
saused by ihe power of the word and Spirii of
od upon the minds and hearis of men.

The ten virging fllustrate those who profassed
1aith in the evidences of the soon coming of Christ,
hased upon fulfilled and fulfilling prophasy, and
the signs of the times. Their lamps represeut
the word of God. Ps. 119:105; 2 Pei. 1:10.
The oil may illustrate abiding faith, produced by
 thorough worlk of the word and Spirit of Ged
wpon the hearts and lives of men. The differ-
ence, then, between those illusirated by the fool-
ish, and the wise virging, is that one class rest in
thai faith which alone iz the resuli of theory,
while the other class have that abiding faith which
results noi only from theory, but also {rom the
work of grace wrought by the word und Spirit of
Jod. And in the greai advent movemen:, these
twn classes have been clearly manifested.

Verses 5-T: ¢“While the bridegroom iarried,
they all slombered and slept. And at midnight
there was o cry made, Behold, the bridegroom
eometh ; go ye out to meet him. Then all thoge -

~
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virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.” The
bmd@gloom in this par able represents Jesus Chriss,
ond the iarrying oi the bridegroom clearly shows
2 disappointinent on ihe pari of those looking for
s second coming, and a consequent delay. The
first point of expectaiion, as expressed in the ti-
tle page of Wm. Mlller & nineieen lectures, was
“ahoui. ihe year 1842.” This time passed, and
helievers; for a iime, sank inio a position which is
well represenied by ihe words, *They all glum-
bered and slepe.”

Io the suramer of 1844, it was seen thai
those evidences whick had heca velied upon J.S
proof that the 2200 propheiic days of Dan. &,
would end in the year 1845, proved that they
would terminate in 1844, The sutire body of be-
lievers had been uniied, agreeing with Wm. Mil-
lee ihai the 2500 daya dated feom ihe going forth
of the commandment to restore snd to build Je-

rusalem, B. ¢, 487. This point seiiled, the figures
1845 were rowdlly found :

From. .
0 O U 457

And there £emMail...cvviecivriiviemrncriisesesroranens 1343

% Fut it was secen thai it would require 457 jull
years .before Christ, and 1343 jfull years ajter
Christ, to make 2500 full years; so that if the
£800 years commenced with the first day of 6. c.

4587, they wonld reach to the firsi day of A. .
1844. 1t was also secn that ihie propheiic period’
did noi commence with the yeur 457, in the
spring, but in the autamn of that year; conse-
quenily, 2300 full yeurs would terminate in the
suturan of 1844. In connection with vhis view of
the subject, a most forcible application of the
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parable of the ten virgine, and other scripturee,
was made, and a most solenn; searching cry went
forth to Adventisis everywhere, ‘“Behold,- the
Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.”
This appeal to professed believers weni with as-
tonishing rapidity and power, and all were arousad
to search the Scriptures with greater care and
deeper interest, fiily represenied hy the words,
“Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their
Jomps.”
CHALACIEE OF THE WORE.

As to the characier of the work which resulted
from giving what was called the midnight cry, it
evidently was the special work of God. It was
not, as many suppose, the result of fonaiicism.

1. Becavse i bore the marks of the especial

. providence of Geod. I was'nob characterized by,
those extremes ever manifested where human ex-
citemens, and noi the word and Spirii of God, has
the controlling induence. It was in barmony with
those zeagons of humiliation, rending of hears, con-
fession and complete conzecration of ull, which wre
matiers of history in the Old Tesiament, and are

_made matters of duty in the New.

¢. Becanse if was subversive of all those forms |

of fanafizism which had made their appenrance
somewhai in connection with ihe second-advant
cause. These were al once swallowed up by he
solemn power of the midnight cry, as the rods of
the magicians ware by the rod of Aaron.

3. Because the worlk was marked wich sobriety,
- humility, solemniiy, reverence, seli-examination,
repeniance, confessions, and tears, insiead of light-
ness, exaltation, trifling, irreverent expressions,
self-jusiificasion, pride in epiritual things, volun-

-
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tary humility and will-worship, which generally
charasierize the conduct of fanatics.

4. Because the worl: bove the fruii of the Spiris
of God, ag s2i forth in the Now Testarment. I

-was evideatly gnided by wisdom {rom above., Tho
apostle James deslares this wisdom to he Sfirsi
purs, then peaceable, genile, and easy to bo en-
treated, full of mercy and good fruiis, withoud
pariiality, and wichout hypocrisy.” Chap. 8:17.
Panl says thut the feuis of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, loag-sufiering, genileness, goodness, faiih,
meckness, temperaace. . Gal. 5: 22, 28, Thess

. are the good fruits of the work vnd Spirii of God.

-und these did all appear in an emineni sense a2z
the vesuliz of the midnighi cry. .

Of all she great religious movemenis since the
days of the firsi aposiles of our Lord, none stand
out move puvs and free from the impericciions of
human nwiure and the wiles of Satan, than that ot
the wuiuran of 1844. In {act, aiter looking basl:
upoir ii for more ihauw iwenty-six years as the
greanest spot on all the way in which God has lad
his people, we do noi sce how ii could huve heen
beiize, at least so for az the divect providense and

. work of Crod is concerned. It was beyond the
conirol oi human handz, or human minds. Men
and demoas songhs to hinder and to mar this worl:
but the power that aitended it brushed away sheiv
influences oy you would remove o spider’s web, and
therc stood the work of (Fod, free from the priak
of & moaa’s hand.

The Advent Shield published in January, 1345,
bears tosiimony to the character of thai work, in
words of tiuth and sobevrness. And lei ii be borne
in mind that the Shield was a ciandard work, of
440 pages, for all Adventists et thai time, and
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that the following testimony from it was not pub-
lished ill about three months after the seventh-
month movement, when Adveniists had taken time
to review the past, and seitle, as was supposed,
upon a firm, united position :

“Is produced everywhere the most decp search-
~ ing of heari and humiliaiion of soul before the God
of high Heaven. It caused a weaning of affections
- irom the things of this world, a healing of the con-
troversies a,nd ammosxtles, a confeselon of wrongs,
a breaking down before God, and peniteni, broken-
hearted supplications io hin for pardon ond ac-
Peptanca., It caused self-abasement and prostra-
tion of sonl, such as we never before witnessed.”

Verses 8 9: «Aud the foolish said unio the
wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gonw
ont. But the wise answcred saying, Noi 80 ; les
there he not enough for us and you; hus go yc :

rather to them that sell, and buy for Vour°e1ves.
Those who.had no pari in the great adveni move-
ment can scarcely form any idea of thai work.
But those who took part in thai work: Lnow that
the burden of testimony to believers everywhere
was that the preparation was an individual work.
All were faithfully warned to look te God, and
obtain an individual experience. The urgens re-
quests for help from those in whom ths work had
been superficial, and the faithful responses of
those who had the work at heart, are well illus-
irated by the above convers jation between ihe
Toolish and wise virgins. M

THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB.

. Verse 10: ¢ And while they went te buy, the
bridegroom came; and they that ware ready went
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in with him to the marriage; and the door wasz
shui.” There are swo things which the scripi-
vres of the Old and New Testaments illusirate by
warriage: First, the union of God’s people in all
past ages, as well as at the present time, with their
Lovd ; second, Christ’s recepiion of the throne of
David, which is in the New Jerusalem. Put union
of believers with iheir Lord has existed since iho
days of Adam, and cannot be regarded as iho
marriage of the Lamb. Itis supposed that Isaiak
(54: : 5) speaks of the chiirch when he says, < Thy
. Maker is thine husband;”’ bui Paul, in Gal. 4,
applies ‘this prophecy "to the New Jcrusalem.
Says John, speaking of Chrisi, ‘“Ile that hatl:
the bride is the bridegroom.” John 8:29. Tai
Christ is here represented in his velation to his
followers by a bridegroom, and his followers by &
bride, is -true; but that he and they are here
called the bridegroom and bride, is not true. No
onc believes thai she event.called the marriage of
the Lamb took place eighteen hundred years since.
. Paulyin writing 4o the church, £ Cor. 11:2,
_says, ‘“I have espoused you to one hushaund, thai
I may present you a chaste virgin to Chrisi.”
But does this prove thai the marriage of ihe
Lamb took place in Corinth? or, did Paul only
wish to represeni by marriage, the union which
he had effected, through the gospel, between Chriss
and the church at Corinth? Ide also says, Eph.
5:23, “For the bushand is the head of the wife,
even as Christ is the head of the church.” T
please turn and read from verse 22, and ii will
be seen that Puul’s subject is ihe relation 2nd
duty of man and wife to cach other. This is
“illusirated andeniorced by the relaiion of Chiisi
“and .the church. Those who suppose that Paul
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is here defining who the Lamb’s wife is, are groatly ~- o~
mistaken. That is noi his subject. He com-
menoes, ¢ Wives, submit yourselves unio your own
husbands:” Verse 22. ¢ Husbandg, love your
wives.” Verse 25. . ,

The marriage of the Lamb does not cover the .
entire period of probaiion, in which believers
are united to ther Lord, from Adam fo the close
of probation. It iz one event, fo take place al
one point of iime, and that is just prior to the
resurreciion of the just... Then what is the bride
in the marriage of the'Lamb? Said the angel to
John, ¢ Come hither, T will show thee the Drids, -
the Lamb’s wife.”” Rev. 21:9. Did the. angel
show John the church® . “And hs earried ms
away in ths Spirit to a zreat and high mountain,
and showed me that greai ciiy, the holy Jerusa-
lem, descending out of Heaven from God.”
Verse 10. . oo

The New Jerusalem iz also represenied as the .
mother. ¢ Bui Jerusalem which is above is free, o
which is the mother of wuws all.”” Gal. 4:26..
Christ is represented (Isa. 9:6) as the ¢ ever-
lagting Father” of his people; ihe New Jeru- =
ralem, the mother, and the subjects of the first
-resurreciion, the children. And, beyond all doubt, " |
ihe resurrection of the justis represented by-:,
birth, How appropriats, then, i the view thas
the marriage of the Larmb takes place in Heaven
hefore the Lord comes, wnd before'the children of
the great family of Henven are broughs forth ai .
he resurrection of ihe jusi. : .

Let those who are disposed $o cling to the old
view that the church is the bride, and thui the -
" marriage is after Christ comes, and the saints ardyy

e
e
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O .
be bound hand and foot, and cust down to ihe
carch again?

2. If the church is the bride, who are they thag -

are called to the marriage as guests ? -

3. Jerusalem above is the moiher of.the chil-

drea of promise; hut if the church is the Lamb’s
wife, who are the children ?

6 ERIEF EXPOSITION oF - - ' ™

1. Who are illustrated hy the man found at f;hq '
. marriage, Mati. 22, not having on-the wedding -
garaaens ! Will any be caught up by misiake, to-

v o ) . e,
o --caught up to Heaven, answer the following ques- |
: g

The morriage of the Lamb is Chrisi’s reception -

of the throne of David, or his own throne, which
is the Mew Jernsalem above. That city is finally
%0  come down upon the new earth, to be iho
sapital of the everlasiing kingdom. The event

illustraied by the coming of the bridegroom. in

the parable, ic thus described by the prophet:
“I zaw.in the night visions, and, behold, cne like
ihe Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven,
and came to the Ancient of Days, and they hroughi
hira near before him. And there was given him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all

people, nations, and languages, should serve -

him.”” Dan..T:18,14. This language describes
a grand -ransaction in Heaven beitween ihe Fa-
ther and the Son.  The Son, a# his second advens
%o this “world, does noi approach the Faiher. So
far from this, the apostls represents the Father
a5 remaining in IHeaven, and seading his Son.

. “ And” he [ihe Father] shall send Jesus Christ,

which before was preached unto you.” Asts. &:20.
. The words of - the Psalmist ave to the poiai:

~ . “Ask of me [says the Father to ihe Son]; and

N . *
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u '1 shall’ give thee the heathen for thine mhentancc -
. snd the utbermosi parts of the earth for thy pos-

4

tession. 'Thou shalt break ihem with a rod of
irom, thou sha,lt dash them in pieces like a potter's.”
vessel.” Ps. 2:3,9. Before ihe Son makes bis

" gecond aaveni, Lo this .world, he receives from «

the I"w,uher“‘,dommlon, and clorf,r, and a Ling-
‘IOII}. *

Aftey the -‘orona,tlon of. the King of kings, or
the masrriage of the Lamh, the opening heavens
will reveal him coming in_grandeur and in glory,

conflict with the heast, the false prophet, and .the

Yings of ihe sarih. See Rev. 19. “His eyes .
were ags a ﬁame of fire, and on his head werc.
many erowns.’ “And he hath on his vesturs
ond on his thigh a name written, King. of kinge,
and Lord of lords.”” His missiou then will he
o ““judge and make war.”” Ile will then destroy
his enemies, snd redeem his people. The mar-
riage is over, and his people sre still waising hig
return. The true position of the waiting ones iz
thus described:- «“ Let your loins be girded aboui,
and your lights burnmg and ye yourselves hk«,

tyaw

-

-unto men Lhmu wait for Lhen' lord when he will -

reiurn irom the wedding.” Luke 12 35, 56.

In the parable, while the foolish virgins wer:
zone to buy oil, the bridegroom came ; those thai -
were r»ﬁady went in with him te¢ the marriags, snd
ihe docr Was shut. Our position is, thai hefors
the second advent, events take place on carth &nd,
in Heaven, connected with the experience and -
history of ihose who are called out to'wait for-the
Lord, which may be, and will be, hLened O, cOm-
pmed io the several events of-.an ‘eastern may--
ringe nszcd bv our Lord. The brlflcgoom m-

oy
" »
ox -'," ; e TpgmT t
RN - - D -~ ‘_..)“ » ..-_‘.,.‘

R PR N T

a7 . Y

-

/

-

‘:
leading on the armies of Heaven to the last greai -
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tho parable, represents Christ. The coming of
the bridegroom, and ihe marriage, in the pmablc
represens events that take placn in Heaven ia
conneciion with the roception of the throne of ihe
immortal kingdow by ihe righiful heir, Jesus
Christ. The marriage of the “Lamb takes place

betore the second advvnb, so thai at Clhrisi’c sec-

ond appearing he veturne from the wedding.
These facts will wppoaf ovideni from a close ex-
a,mma(t;lou of Pa. 2:8, 9; Dan. 7:13, 14; Moaiti.

2: 36. -

‘The shutting of the door, in this parable, docs
noi represeni the closing of human probation,
sometimes called the ghumnc of the door of merey.
That last decisive event i3 ot the cloge of Chrict’s
minisération in the most holy placo of the heavealy
sanctusry, and is spoken of by our Lord ihus:
“ When once the Masier of the house is risca up,
and hath shut to the doox, and y« begin to stand
without, and %o knocl: at the door, saying, Lord,
Lovd, open unto ns; and he shall answer cbnd say
nnio you, I know you noi whenee ye are.’ Lule
18: 5. That is whea Jesus rises from his me-
diatorial work, lays off his priestly garmenis, and
puis on his royal robes. Then will the King of
Lings proclaim in Heaven, to be repeated by ihe
church on eavih : «He thal is unjuss, let him be
unjust still ; and he which is filthy, let him be filihy
still; and he thai is 1ichieous, lei; him be right-
aous stlll and he tho,b is holy, let him he holv
etill. And behold I cowme quickly, and my re-
waird is with me.” Rev. 22:11, 12. ¢ And ai
that time shall Michael siand up, the great prince
which siandeth for the children of Thy people, and

there shall be a time of trouble, such as never

was.”” Dan. 12: 1.

-
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But the shul door of the parable illustrates the
closing of Cbrist’s work in the holy place of the
‘heavenly sanciuary, aé the ond of the 2800 pro-
phetic days of Dan. &:14, when the heavenly
Bridegroom enferzd upon ihat last work of aione-
ment which ig to torminate with -his union with the
throne of the immortal kingdow.™ .
© At that time Christ closed one disiinet minis-
iration, or shut ilie door of the holy place, and
_ opened another distinet ministration, or opened
the door of the mosi holy plave, as he, the greai -
high priest, entered it to cleanse the sanciuary.

This open, and this shut, deor, are thns spoken
of in the address io the Philadelphia church:
~ “These things saith He that is holy, be that ic
true, he that haih the key of David, he that
openeth, and no man shutteth, and shutteth, aad
no man openeth; I know ihy works. Rehold, I
have set bofore thee an open door, and no man
can shut it.” Eev. &:7, 8. The ierm, “key
of David,” in this text, has direci reference to
Christ’s recepiion of the throne of David, which -
ie his righiful throne, the throne of the imrmorfal

kingdom. And the entire address to the Phila-

delphia. (brotherly love) church applies to thai
glorious period in the history of Adventisis, when,
‘by the power of ihe midnight cry in the auturan
of 1844, cvery heart beat in union, and every
voice was raiged in the joyful proclamation, ¢ Be-
hold, the Tiridegrooma cometh; go ye out to mesh
him.” Was the door of mercy then shui? No!
The #ruth is so far from this that the Coming
One daclares to his dear, waiiing people, «Be-
hold, I have set befors thee an ¢pen door.”

* See works on ihe cleansing of. the sanctuary.
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This door our grest High Priest opened when he
entered upon the work of cleansing the heavenly
sanciuary from the sins of all hiz people. Be-
fore the ark of the ten commandments and the
mercy-seat, he stands, ready .to offcr his blood in
behalt of all who will, by faith, enter with him.

Verses 11-13: “ Afterward came also the other
virging, saying, Loed, Lord, open 7o us. But he
answered and said, Verily I say unio you, I know
you not. Watch, therefore; for yo know neither
ihe day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man
cometh.”  The wise virgins reprezent those who
occupied a correct position in 1844, and those
who siill receive it and adhere to it. These were
in a state of acceptance with Chrisi, and could be
reprosented as going in with him te the marriage.
And do not the foolish virgins, who came after-
ward vepresent those who in 1854 occupied an ex-
r(()in%ous position in regard to the prophetic peri-
ods ?

The light upon the cleansing of the heavealy
sanctuary had been given. The open door of ihe
most holy place, revealing the ack of the den
commandments, had been set before all Advens-
igts. But many closed their eyes, and rebelled
against thé'law of God in that arl. The rejec-
tion of so clear light left them c¢xposed to the
terrible delusion of a {alse time movement in 1854.
And she folly of these timeists is manifested in
that they have departed from ihe tiue position on
time, have rejected the open door, and are in re-
bellion against the law of Grod.
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