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CHAPTER ONE ' /u);wég < LNVQ:

IN THE FEGITXRIING

711liam Hunt was the first known baptized Seventh-day Adventist to enter and
live in the African continent, He had not long been & member vwhen he left the United

tates for South Africa, Hunt wvas a miner living in Nevada vhen he saw an article
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in The Christian Advocate, a lethodist church paper published on the W¥st (gast. In

this article the editor vigorously attacked certain Adventist preachers vho wiere hold-

L i

ing meetings in the town of Healdsburg and talking and selling books about the prophe-

" cies of Daniel and Revelation. Since he had alvays bezen dceply inberested in prophccey,

Hunt sent {10 in a letter simply addrcssed to "The Elders at the Tent® Healdsburg ard

asked them to send him all the literature this amount vwuld btuy., J. N. Loughborough

bzing the Elder at the tent together vith D, T. Bordesux, promptly sent him a mudboer

of books on the provhecies, The following year Hunt caue to Califormia and locate

Lovghbtorourh vho wes holding aniffort in another tovm, . He infoimed hin thet he vanted
t ;\ '
to be baptized, After cxomining him and finding him vwell informed, Loushborourh bap-
& & h 3 I3
tized hin., Hunt then t0ld¢ him that he vas on hisway to %the pold fields in Lustralin
. )
and if they proved disappointing he would go on to the diamond digrings in South
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Africa. He bought from Loughborough & complete set of his prophetic charts and av—

ranged to receive the Review and Herald and the Signs of the Tinzs regularly on his

travels,
It was in 1871 vhat Hunt Jeft smerica, It is not knovm whether he stopped in
q 5 . [y

hustralia; but if he did his stay vas very brief, for the some year found him in Kin-

» L

berley where he resmained until his death mere than twenty yesrs latere During that
time he let his light shine; and was knovm as a Sadbath-kesper all along the dig-

gings.  Among those with vhom he came in contact vas YNre. Jo U, C. Wilson vho be-
came convinced of the truth wvhile studying vith Hunt. In 1878, lr. Wilecon vrote in

e
. \
& letter printed in the Review and Herald, ie said™Nn parti——

"While dieputing with some of the brethren, Brother Hunt
placed in my hands a Sipgns of the Timez treating on the subject, I
studicd 3% well, and Couvardd 3T vITn The Scriptures, From this
cxamination T am forced to acknoulelre that the truth is with you,
Such bezutiful harmony was displayed that I was led to read several
of your vorks and cowpare them with Seripturce... There is.a great
vorx to be accompliched here in the midst of the vealih-sceking

thousands of the diamond fizlds.h
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Mr, Wilson also stated that his wife fully charced his vievs, We have no rccord of

vhat happencd to this man after writing this lotter, but it is evident that Bunt sas

a miscionary miner. Ther2 is no evidence that this letter remlted in arg actiocn Lo~

ing taken by the General Confer'nce, The miseion of J. No Andrecvs to Europe vau
only four years old, and was absorbing all the resources of the struggling orgoniza-

tione
Peter Viessels

Living on a farm not far from Kimberley was a Dutch farmer, twenbv-nine vear old
& J 3

ﬁn\té.‘ Peter Vessels. le vias a member of a large family of sixtcen children. His parcenis
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had one farm adjoining his near Kimberley, and another onc at Yellington about forlty

miles from Cape Town. Wessels vas a sincers Christian; faithfully living up to all

the relipiovs knowledye he fad. FPFut for years he had been in poor health, It szemcd

) that he would go dovn to an early grave, The discase o tgpgzgglggig_fasﬁened upon
hin and hothinﬁ the doctors did sécmed to help hjmiany,

| One day he became dangerously 311 with inflamation of the lungs and as farécd
to take to his bed. His wife wanted to call the doctor again, but Petor had Yoot faith
in him, Mot long boforé this he had read a tract entitled, "The PraYer of Faith Shnll

Save the Sick", He had carefully looked up in his Bible the texts mentioned in the
tract. Yo he determined to pﬁt the maftcr to the test and earnsstly praycd for for—

givenass of sins znd for healing of body. Then he dropped off to elcep., In the

norning he avioke refreshed, and a feeling of great peace came over him, He had boen

healed, To the astonishmont of his wife he vent about hié dutieﬁ that mﬁrning; He:
vialked over to vhere his parents viere 1iving about a mile away and they wers cquallf

surprised to soe hin valking &bout., He told thenm how he had been healed., ‘Then he

returned homs and smashed every bottlo of medicine in his cupboard, determining in

fﬁture to rely entirely on prayer vhen anyone in his honc becaﬁé SN

Fot long after this, Poter vag talking vwith his brother John about how he had

boen curced of his dissase by prayer, and asked him vhy he didn't pray for thz sick
in his family. John listened to him. He then turncd and asked fetor if he was go-

ing to follow the Bible so implicitly, why he didn't kecp the Sabbath, Rather shochod

Peter replicd that he was keeping it and he was so anxious Lo kesp 1t right that not

long vefors he had disposced of his dairy rather than incurr heavy work on Sund.y, Johu

1-

culcldy corrccected him by poldntsneg ont $had £l Biivla catd e cmtmmdh Qe mf dloe -
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was the Sabbath of the commandment,; and pointed to the almanzc on the wall to‘brovc
it. Pecter was astonished and returned home determined to look int&lthe m.tier
thoroughly. He went through his Blble carcfully., He studicd the New Testament
vith spacial care since John had assured hin that Christ had changed the Sabbath
to Sunday., But he could find no trace of such a change. Finding that there vas
on'y one Sabbath in the entire Bible he bega to observe the seventh day., His
brother who had not expescted such a result vas highly disgﬁsted; He had sinply
been trying to prove to Peter that Christians couldn't live by the exact letter
of the Bible. _

So Peter became a Sabbath keeper; the only one in the vorH so far as he \Cakl.
knew. Yhen the minister of the Dutch Reformcd cnurch nade his next routine call
Pcter asked him point blank why the church uldn't PC°p the Sabbath according to the
co,manu.,n‘o° The minister replied that it had bpen changed,; nnd Petcr requps cd
proof from the Bible. Since this was not forthCOﬂlng, the minister left, Six months
later, four of the clders of the chard came to sec him about the mattér. He had
broken his vow to obey the church, Pebter handed theﬁ the Bible and asked for
proofs that he Was-wrong, They made no reply and left. Shortly after this he
was diemisscd from tha church, but this did not bother him for by this time ho
had eszaszd to attend, .

Jde¢ G. van Druten

At 2lmost the same time that the truth about the Sabbath came to VTiesselas,

it also came to J., C. van Druten, ovmor of a store in Beaconsfield, He and his
3

. wife vere driving through the strects of the tovn one day vhen they pasged an old

man. Ven Druten remarked to his wife that people s2id that was tle laziest man

e ——

in the vicinity for he kept two Sundays° Hrs., van Druten turned and looked at

him and r-marked that he looked more like an old saint to her. It was William

s

Hunt, vho at this timc was living in a small cabin grandfather Vessels had mado

——

available to him on his farm, Hers Hunt lived and made a living by washing dia- .

nong tailings. Hr. van Druten began to .visit the old mincr in his cabin and

learnsd a lot ebout the vprophecics, He aleo learned of course that the seventh
day is thoe Sabbath ani he bzgan to obsorve it.

Van Uruten anl Petor VWessels attended th: same Dubch Reformed Church. One



I
day on comparing notes they found that each vas kﬁepiﬁg the seventh day Sabbafhn
VYan Druten told Vessels about Hunt, Togzther they went to see him,.énd told him
that fhcy supposed they were the ohly Christians in the vorld vho were keeping
the Bible Sabbath., Hunt corrected them by telling them that in America there
wore many thousands of Sabbath Yeepers and that he was a member of that church,
They were amazed. They plied Hunt with many questions. He pave thém a number of

copies of the Review and Herald, and The Signs of the Times to read. These vera

of little use to Peter Vesscls vho knew almost no English,

In his nev-found health and new-found falth, Peter Wesscls went forth to

£e1l of his newly dund faith in the Bible Sabbath, His first attention wvas direct~

od to taking the truth to his own relatives, of whom there wbre very many. One by.

one he brought them into the %truth, until there was guite 2 group of Sabbaﬁh kcep-

ers 1iving in the Pochoff district along the Veal River. One of these vas Gerd

Scholtz vho bccame & poverful witness to the truth and of vhom more must be said

later.
The Appeal

Yessels vas very anxious for some Adventist minister to come out who could

baptize him by immersion, and who could work among his Putcr relatives, He and

van Druben therefore asked Mro Hunt if he vould vrite a letter in English to the

Gongrzl Conforencs and agk that s Dubch minister be sent out from America for

their enlightcrment, Hunt pointed out that it cost money to send pesopls around

the vorld and that the Generzl Confersnce was poor, Although not wealthy at this

time, Peter and van Druten put up fifty pourd s %o help pay the passage of the

" minister, Then bzcause neither Wessels nor van Druben could write a lctier in

English, van Druten dictated the folloving letter to Hunt who wrote it out fa

hin to sign. It was addressod to the General Conference in Battle Creck, Michi-

gan and ran as follows!

USirs? -

I live in Kimborley, South Africa. I have been observing tho
Seventh-day Sabbath for some timc. A little whilc ago Peter Vegsels, et
by the Spirit in indepondent study of the Seripiures, also connenced Sab-

24h observaenbs. The Providence of God brought us together, and clso sent

Viillianm fHunt to us with literature to help us. There ars now eipht fani-
lies keeping the Sabbath herc. We want soncone to cona and teach us moro
perfcctly and 1o aduinisbor the rite of hophiewm by dwacrsion, for wc hgig
lieve that Lo be the Eible plan, and our ministors vill not do it for us.
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" ¥Ye want _to be taught more perfectly the doctrines of the Bible,
) I enclose T 50 To ascict 10 OOVOTATH any expensas this may en-
, - tail, 'Therc are many more That Fave voad Ire Tunb's papcers and a
are ready to listen, znd anxdouvs to hear and obey, Please sznd
us sonmeono ! ,

Well they knew that a nﬁmber of months must pass before they could expect a reply, .
| Peter's parents and some of his younger brothers and sisters vwiero now liv-
ing at Wellington, They were shocked to hcar that their eldect son had becane a
Jevi and was keeping Saturday for the Sabbath, and they wrote asking him to come
doﬁn and give an account of himself. They folt he had brought disgrace on the.
ferdily . Peter happily.reponded and shortly after arriving at the old home, he
had the privilege of sitting around the tabls one evening with his parents. Each
held a Bible in hand. Peter gave a short convincing $tudy on the Bible Sgbtath.
Three times during the study Father Wesscls 1ifted his cane as if to strike Peter,
but threq times Poter paid no attention aﬁd the cane droppéd° Yhen the study drew
to & cl ée. Faﬁ,er'ﬁessels vas powerfully moved, Forty yecars 1atcr; Petér Vee~

sels vrote te-

'

"I will ncver forget how my father, then an old nzn, khelt down
after vz had read and searched the Pible on the Sakt-th question; and
how he thanked CGod for using his son to bring to hin in his old days the
light of the present truth.t

A

‘Heamwhile Peter was anxiously vailting for news as to what response the

Cenzral Conferance would make to their appeale

-~
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The letter from Brother van Druten arrived in Battle Creek early in 1884,
It fell to the lot of Urish Smith vho held the position of Secretary, to read it
to the Generzl Conference Committee. It created no small stir, and it vas agreed
that an answer rust be made to this nevr Macedonim call, The question was, wvho

should bte sent. After careful deliberation, it was decided to invite C. L. Boyd,

President of the North Pacific Canfewence, and D, A, Robinson;ﬁthe Fresident of

" the Mew England Conference 4o go to South Africd as our first workers, Two col-
- —— . N —— "
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portenrs vould aleo be assigned to go with them, ard a Bible worker. The $250

vhich had be*n sent by van Druten ano'Uessels would not"beusgi?%p}ent‘to coveriihe
expenses of outfitting aml sendin ont such a large party. Where the monéy would
from they did not ¥now, but they had faith to bzlieve that if they found the vork-
ers who ve e villing to go, the means \ould be found somevhere. '
Accordingly letters viere sent to Boyd and Robinson wﬁo replied that they

were willing to po with their vives. R. S. Anthony and Geo, V. Burleigh agreed

to accompany them ar colporteurs, and 17ss Curie Mace was chosen to be the Eible

vorle r. The workers thus chosenéset about making preparatidns_for the long Jjourney,
e "
and the conference cormittees sat doun to the problem of finding new presidents,
The General Conference o 1886 began in Battle Creek on ‘Hovenber 18, Elder
Gzo, I. Butler, the president, read the 1ebuer£ fron Bro. van Druben. Years.later,
W. A. Spicer vho was present related how it electrified the entire assembly. r
Tears flowed down many faccs.‘ Elder Putler outlined the plan of sending Elders
Boyd and Rotinson with two colpo;teurs and 2 Bible worker, vfhe vorkers vere vill-
ing to go. "Just think of it!l" he exclaiﬁéd. "Such a sun of money sent to a distaﬂp
i;nd, to strangers., to bring them the‘truth of God. But tle money sent was not en-
ough, He asked: "Are our peopnle amious to malz this new advance move in the onvard

progress d this cause? Ve are sure they are. But means nust be provided, We have

no fund whatever for this purpdse."it Before the conference adjournzd it vas voted that

the Sabiath schools in America should cnlribute one quartert!s offering for th opening
= : e A :
up ¢ the vork in Africa,

The spring of 1887 was the miccionary parly in England vhere they reomained for
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returned to assist Bro,

Roward Castle leoft Darmouth on July 8, made
\w

arrived in Cape Town, then a city of gy ap;

Durland at Fettering

until time to sail,

Their ghip tpe

one stop at Llsbon and on the 28th

2roimtely 50,000 people,

Peter Wessels n g been informed by t

vorkers vho were on their vay, We vas disay

sible to send out a Dutch minister, Put he

lanmuage, am reported that "the 7T

ship on vhich our workers hagd

0~

ers

month, watching the vap

length the ship came in, and YWessels was on

troubled as to how

gers disembarking,

2ir dres

Se

by the simplicity of th

standing in the door of g stateroon,

ed it ‘was the vife of Elder Boyd,

ord helved me

for notice of the arriv

he would know the mxse:onevles
He nd read in tie Review,

ey
So vhen he saw a vV'ry plainly

he ventured to introduce himnself,

General Conference ©ncerning the

1e
bpointed that they had not found it pos -
promptly set about learning the : nglvsn
On learnwnﬂ the name of the
&ailed, he vent to Cape Town and waited there for a -
al of the Howard Castle. At

the dock to meet 1t He vas a little
among the Targe CPO'd of passen-
however, that Adventists were knovm
dressed woman

and discover-

After landine. a conference was held in the home of Peter's arents, It
(332

as then decided that Boyd should pgo with Peter to Beaconsfield and baptize the

believers vho vere vialting there, and Robinson ard the other vorkers should remain

7
and labour in Cape Towm and its suburbs., I

Wessels family at nu171ngton vhe e she began to give Bible rea? iings. On arriving

at Peaconsfield, Elder Boy bogan some meetlngso_ Then he ora.nlzed a church of

21 members, and on 5 memorable Sabbath late in August they sat doxn to celebrate

irs, Boyd went to the farm of the Se enior

first time in Afrlca.

No doubt Bro, Hunt was present 7

the Lord's sunner Tor the

Feanvhile Elder Robinson and his

discovered there vas a great deul of prejudice to be brolen a

started to canvass the city ani its suburbs,

of E;niel and the Revel:

to hire a hall and hold public reetings,

cided against jt, They 2lso decided not to

church, but to await the arrival of the tent they

Robinson gave lectures in the

temperance, godlinegs and the prophecies,

associated had been by

:tion in the homes of the people,

bm;ﬁnmm;mermtdv

churches of other denominations on

Sy in Cape Towmn., They

own, The colporteurs

and before long had pliéed 250 copies
They had at first plamed

I3 per night de-

(2R

try to preach their messag e in any other

had ordered from America, Eldep

subkcts such as

't not on testing truths, Tn this viay
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‘he met a nurmber of influencial people of the Cape. A very pleasant acquaintance wvas

/10

formed with a former Prime lMinister and his wife,

Having organized the church in Beaconsfield, Boyd reﬁurnd to the Cape vhere
he urged Elder Robinson to start é_public effort, The latter felt it was not advis-
able at the time{Aso Boyd.went to Wellingtoﬁ vhere he organized a Traét ard Hission-
ary Society of thirteen members and then returned to Beaconsfield vhere he secored
gifts fran the brethren sufficient to emable him to purchase a tent for his use,

About this same time, Peter Wessels made a second donztion of fifty pounds to help

pay the expenses of 2 missi~nary to some other miseion field." .

At length the fir st tent arrived from America, ané Boyd hurried down to assist
in the first series of public re etings in C:ipe Town. They managed to find a place
more or less sheltered from tﬁe fierce "southeasters" of the summer months, There
Was an attendance of Sixt ~five at the first meeting wﬁich increased, and on Sunday
night there were many standing. The meetings %ere heid at four o'cleck on three

afternoons & wesk., HNo collections vere taken up, but a box was nailed to one of
the tent poles and something over 25/ vas fouﬁd therein one evening. A considerable
amount of literature was =0ld and thé Capé Tines made a favouratle reference to the
2 | |
When The General Conference sent Flders RBoyd and Robinson into the e eligh,
neithe~ had been designated as head of the mission. Poth vere strong minded men
having been Confer nce presidents, Each had his own ideas as fo how the work

could best be promoted, Perhaps Elder Boyd wvas more emphatic in his ideas, Ab

any rate they had not been many honths in South Africa bzfore Elder Robincon regwe sted

the General Confersnce for permission to return to England and Jabour there, The

requect vas granted, and to tzke his place in South Africa, I, J. Hankine was cho-

sen vith the urderstanding that Robincon should remain until Hankins could errive,

iy 7)

This decision vas ra de al the General Confersnce held in the fall of 1887. '3

The ilankins family arrived in Cape Towm on February 9, 1888, There was no one

s

to reel them. Elder Hankins took a pair of binoculars and scanned the city. At length
he spotted a smd 1 patch of white vhich he decided must be the tent. He tried to make
a2 nental map of the city streabs, anl on re ching the dock told the cabbic to tiuke him

and his family to the tent, He dirccted him as best he could buat it was only after a
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long search up one streetAand dovn another that he finally reached the tent, Here
the party received a hearty welcome from Pastor Robinson, Shortly after this he
sailed for Englend. !

Hankins plungéd imredjately into the work beginning by sfstematically‘visit—
ing interested’families anl holding cottage meetings, Early in Oétéber he mowved
the tent to lMovbray, a suburb four miles {ror Cipe Tovn vhére nc reld meetinge from
October 18--Novemter 25, The attendance was not large, not more than twenty or
3 twenty—fiveiat the meeltings. Brother Anthony assisted and Mrs; lankins played fhe
- organ. ¥m%  Bubt the going was hard for the people found it difficult to get work
and keep the Sabbath, The edltor of the local Dutch paper attacked them and then -
refused HanPlns space in vhlch to replyﬂ 15
Elder Boyd and vife spent the winter in Wellingfon vhere he continued to
visit interasted persons his wife had located., But here also it was hard.going

and they met vi th manJ dis a)uragament Here they lost their 1ittlé‘gir1.' Referr-

ing to the Dutch Reformed preacher, Bovd szid he had never seen a community so

dominated by onz man. The peonle vere like éhéep following the leader. After vesks

and months of hard work, four vere baptized, and then two more. Some of the new

converts yent into tho colporteur work ~end Boyd returnel to Beaconsfield., The

churcp tnere ta d b en very active and had shown their zeal by bringing in two hun-

D

dred poundg in tithe and offerings for the year, Peter Wessels was OrdaIDEd an

elder of the Evucavsfiold chu”ch Elder Boyd secured a good location in the heart

of Kimberley where he pitched his tent, Even then the attendance was not good,snd
at length Poyd decided that he could accomplish more by doing misd onary work and
encouraging the colporteurs, That was one vhise of the vork which was very encowf-

aging. One man was taking twenty subscriptions for Present Truth each d uy.

Another was going throuch the country with a car® and nules selling Daniel and

the Revelation, By ones, twos, and threecs people vere embracing the truth. /G

In the middle of December, 1888 the Boyds started holding cottage meetings
along the Vaal River, Refore the year'clored eight had been baptized. Thorough-
ly converted they ~kre too., " I want you to immerse me thoroughly, " one of them
said to Elder Boyd., "Don't be in a hurry about taking me up out of the vater."

Throughout most of 188% and 1879 Poyd carried on his work in the north, leaving
17

FlAow Hanlb2va 44 Aavvin Pav tho wark at the Cane and in the Rastern Proavinee.
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The effort in liobbray brought in nine adults. Then the tent was moved to
Claremont for a few vieeks with a fﬁnd] effort in Wynterg in the fall before dtor—.
ing the tent avay for the vinter, 1In each place there vere some vho took their
stand. One of the families won 3n Claremont vas that of Ernest Ingle and wife,
- vhose chi]dfen vere to play a prominent part in the work in South Africa, In

Wynburg three places of business shut dovn on the Sdbbath every vee? On the 2nd CED

———

of March the second church in Africa was orgmirzed in Cape Town vith a membership

" of sixtéen., & - o i
N i ey ) .
In the middle of 18q9 there was a general mecting of all vorkers in Cape

‘Tovm, A Tract and Missionary Society and a Sabbath School Sogiety were orpmized.

The work was growing, ad they felt the reed for a place of wordhip. Arrangements

viere made to buy Somerset House on a piecc oi ground large enough to permit the

tuilding a church on the same plot, The cost of the property wvas L 2,357 for vhich
pledges vere taken amownting to i 1,L00. 1 : .

- Moreg help was on the way. On the 2ht1 of Decnmber ‘Hankins reported in the

Review the arrival of S, N. HaSRell and Rro. and Sister Druillard}oihis left

Hankins free to proceed to the Fastern Province vhere he had learned there was a

large and imoarta t interest started by Bro. D. F. Tarr, The Hankins family went

— ——

EX

to Grahams tovn vhere they decided to labour first, For wesks they held no public -
ol St , . _
neebings, but wenl from house to house in an effort to win the confidence of the
peonle,  This plan of work had been strongly recommended by Elder Haskell.al

On Januzary 3, 1890 Elder Hankins and family moved to Rokéby Park, a small farm-

ing settlement not far from Grahamstovm, Here they found a remarkable interest, largely

et

the work of some layment of whom more will be said later, lieetings were held in

private homnes with pe=ople travelling ten and twelve miles to attend. As many as

twenty-five care to those meetings. Three of tke Yiesleyan loczl m1n1°tcrf accepted

apimtm—

- the truth., JTn one of the rooms of Howson Willmore 's home in Rokeby Park the third <:§:>

Seventh-day Adventist church in Africa vas organized, MNearly the entire membership

of the local Yesleyan church began to 1erp the Sabbath, The ¥ethodist pastor'Oame

to inv°°tJ{Pte the matter and held a genoral neatlng. He refused to listen lo any
arguments, nor was he willing to show the sbraying members where they were yrong from

the Bible. He simply scratched their names out of the churdh book and dismiessed then.
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They started to have an indignation reeting on the s@eps of the chapel from

vhich they had been ejected and where they had worshipped for so maﬁy years but
thought betier of it and adjourned to a nearvy home of one of the beliecvers., Here
they laid plans for building a néw chapel, One gave the lahd, and all gze fresly

their means and time and the modest little R keby Yark church was build. Small and

modest it may be;, but it has had an unusuval record, From thal sm21l communiiy more
than a score of workers have gone forth to give their lives in the cause of God. For

this vas the home of the Sparrows, Staples, Davies Tamilies, and also of some of the

I

Tarrs.

Tn the middle of July,'1890.a general méeting wés held in Beaconsfield. Elder
Haskell, the Druillards, Hankinses, Boyds, Peter Wessels ard D. F. Tarr were
present, Rzeporbs were heard from all over the field, There were colporteurs viho
viere already selling tooks over in Natal. The meetings élosed, and the workers
returned to their various posts of dutj% Elder Hdnkins shortly after this had to
leave his vork in the Fastern Province and go to Cape Town lo meet a serious chal-
lenge presented by Dr, Hammoni from Australia, There'were'seﬁeralciebateé'in vhich
the peonle vere disgusted bty Dr. Hammond's remarks., However the bitter things he
sai@ vere reprinted in the newspapérs and_created more prejudice against our vork
éi; “the Cape.'ZL/ |

. The workers in those day? did a large amount of travelling around, Nq Joubt
this waé inevitable because of the widely scattered compenies of Eelievers.~ From
‘Rokeby Pzrk, Hankins took his family to Cathcart vhere he bapfized ten members qf
the Tarr family. During the previous months the health of lrs. Hankine stead ly de-
clined, and it waé eivdent that she was suffering from Tuberculosis., Seeking ardriér
climate Harkines took hie family to Quesnstovn vhere they remained for-several months.
He found the ministers very friendly here; one of them‘inviting him to speak to his
congregation on Sunday night%szut Y¥rs, Hankins grew no bstter. In April, 1891 he '
left agéin on7 took his fanily to Beaconsfield., e found,divisiqn and trouble in

the church and bore a strd ght tectimony. Tvo menbers were dropped. Brobther Schuliz,

onec of the elders of the Penconsfield church invited the Hankins fanily to his home
in the Free Stale some forty miles avway. Here they spend threec pleasant weoks.,

Froa the begimning of our vork in Africa, it was ovident thot the colporteur
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ould play a very vital role in helping to get the message to the tens of thcu-
sands of scatterkd people in that continent, In order to build up this liné of'
work, a reguest was made to the CeneraI.Conferenée to send soseone out vho could
help the colporteurs, So it was arranged for E. ¥, Morriecon oi‘Ausﬁralia to go
to South Africa to hold colporteur institutes and direct the work. in Octobef
1890, he and his family arrived, and by the 11lth of that szme ﬁonth, the first.
ingtitute began at the Cdpe vith a good autenu“nce, many of the colporteurs liv-
ing in tentsz7 | g

A Eérly in 1891, C, L. Royd and wife left Africa returning permanentiy to

JESESEE

America. Wer~ they attended the General Conference in Battle Creek and told of
the nrogress of the vork and pictured the need for more workers to be sent out,
Africa was not going to brove an easy field. The time was fipe for'perfectingla ‘

€
better organization in South Africa.
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CHAPTER THRZE

EVERY ONL A SOUL WINNER

After Peter Wessels and van Druten sent their letter of appeal to the Gen-
- eral Conference ;sking that a Dutch minister be sent.out to baptize the believers
and spread the Advent messapge in South Africa, these brethren did not =it back
and wait for the anticiﬁated help. They were burning with zeal to sbfead the good
news among their friends and. relatives., ﬁhile van Druten let his light shine as best
—_—

he could while conducting his store in Beaconsfield, Petler VWessels began a wide visi-
: & s

tation programme among his relatives and neightors. We have already told of his:

visit to Wellington and the winning of his parents., Back at his farm at Benaudtheid- )(i

fontesin he began to call on his brothers and sisters and cther relatives vwho lived

nearby, vinning a number of then to the truth. One of those thus von was Cerd

\;J,‘ G. Scholtz, vho in turn beceme a poverful and convincting preacher of the truth.

i

When Scholtz first heard that his brother-in-law, Peter Wessels, had become &

em—

“Jew and-was keeping Saturday, he drovef over to see him about the matter and put him
straight. With Bibie in Haﬁd, Peter had no trouble in refuting any arguments ad-
&ancad by Schultz, and rather than lose his temper, Schultz mounted his horse to
ride hone, Having gone a.short distance, he suddenly tﬁought of ammother argunent
in favour of Supday sécredness and returred to confront Pgter.with it, only to hayé

it answvered and he left again., Three times he turned Back, and three times he vas
left speechless by Peter's Biblical ~rguments. By fhis time he was convinced that

Peter was right, and immediately announced his intention to keep the Sablath. On re-

turning home he informed his wife of his decision, She was very angry with him for
e —— ——

accepbine Peter's Views and ordered him out of the house.

"A11 right, if I must, T will go. But I will never give up vhat T believe

to be right," réplied Schaltz. He retired to a secluded spot on the Plaatbeni

mountain rising tehind his farmhouse vhere he stayed for fourteen days in priy er and

Bible study. His wife regular]y‘scnt him food and clean clothing. The Spirit of God

yias me-ntinme vorking on her heart, and on the fourteenth duy she sent for him acknov-
ledging that she was wrong, and he had bern right, They had a happy reunion.
Having won his wife, Schwlbz vas ready to go efter other converts, Arrasng-

ing his farm vork £o he could leave, he took a fine team of horses and a Lugyde and



began a tour of the Fres State. He travelled everyvwhere giving the truth to all

vho would listen, le visited the President of the Orange Free State and convinced

him that the Sabbath was ripght. He went on to Pretoria and took the message to Taul

Kzgger, the President of the South African Republic, The President listened to him,
admitted that the Sabbath was right, but szid his position vould not permit him to

keep . Schultz, Jocking him full in the face said with great earneﬁtne%uo~—

"Oom Paul, (Uncle Paul) this is the truth of God's Word, No man can refuse

il withOut reril to his future. If you do not obey thiz command, you vill lose

your counvry and the English will come and occupy it," But the President vould not

listen,

Back at his farm agéin,’Schuitz again turneé his-attenéion to his many‘relé-
tives, He first travelled forty miles to tﬁe faerms of the de Beer families, Here
he gave the message to the uncle anid eunt of J. N. de Bzer vho accepted the message.
This caused no small stir and warnlngq vere senv out to the ver ous de Beer fami-
1183 living around Boschof that they werze not to receive Schultz 1nto their homes,

-J. N, de Beer's father met Schultz and sternly warned him not to speak of his false
teachings in his home, ‘. '

J. N, de Beer‘s grandmother ¥/ S°els, (Yot Peterts nother) had a farm near the
old de Beer place, She found it necessary one day to vieit Schultz on important bus-
ihess, but couldvfind no oneAbréve encugh to take her to the home.of ﬁhe heretic,

At length father de Peef agreed to drive her over.' Eef0re'hé 1éft, he wrote dovn
all the texts in the Bible vhich he thought he could use to defend Sunday keeping just
in case the matter came up., Arriving at Schultz?s placé,'they found him just leaving
to visit a nearby farm. He invited father de Beer to accompany him'which-he agreéd td
do, Nearing‘tﬁé farm, Schultz stopped in the bush for a short prayer that” God would
blese the stuﬁy he wouid give, 'Arriving at the farn de Beer listened‘attentively

as Schultz presented the Sabbath truth in a cleer, convincing light, using the very
texts vhich de Pecr had planned to use to defend Sunday-keeping., Iong afterviards he
referred to the incident saying he felt like a warrior robbéd of‘his ammnition before
the battle,

After he returned to his own fnfm de Tﬁer'con tinued to read literatvre Schultz

had given him and the Fible, Days were given wp to study and mother de Peer feared
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he vas becoming a religious maniac., Then suddenly one Sabltath morning, the father.
sent word into the fisld calling for John N, de Beer #nd his brother Rarend vho
vere herding the ewes with lambs, When the toys reached the houqe, the father told
then that thoy had never kept the true Sabhe ath, but from now on they viould keep it,
The mouher was violently opposed, and her fenljnge over the matter drew her and old
grandma Wessels togethar., Not long aftervards, Peter les=e7$ came and baptized
father de Beer in the dam on the farm, _

¥other de Beer was bitter, and for months would have nothing to do with the
new faith, De Beer was gehtle and @ tient in tr&ing to eplain the truth to her.

It happened that he was farﬁing his ovn as well as managing grandmother Vessels!
farm. The houses where thoy vere living were on @he Vessels farm. Grandma Wessels
became so vorked up that she told de Peer he would have to leave her farm if he kept
the Sabbath, She was amazed to find that he‘would actually leave thé place and move
- elsevhere before he vould give up the Sabbath, Rathef than lose her manager, she

" reluctantly agreed to let him stay and work her farm but only on condition that he
did not td k about his religion, Of course tht was imposcible for e yva.s Talliles | i858,

For months father de Beer carefulTy vorked with his wife ep laining everything
to her over and over again., Then uadenly one night he said °ometh1ng thit revealed
the truth to her mlnd like a flash of light. Immediately she told him that she vds
accepclng the truth, There vas great rejoicing and songs of thanksgiving in the t
“bedroom that night, Kext morning Mrs. de Beer went over to tell Grandma Vessels of
her decision., Grandma 's only comment was: “Geft de Beer has gone mad a;d now you
have alqo become madlh .

Brother Schultz continuéd to hold meetings at Smithskraal which was the name
of Crandma Vessels farm, Although she wouid not attend herself, she could not pre-
vent her sons and her son-in-law &nd his family from accepting the truth, They
talked the truth to her, but she never admitied iﬁs truthfulness, One day Schultz
wag hoidjng a study in a schoolroom a little distaﬁce-from the home, As Grandma
Wessels passed the door, she heard a text of Scripture quoted and peeking in the doof
she saw a picture of a strange beast. Her curiosity aroused, she stopped to look,

and Schults asked her to step in and listen, even if for only ten nlnuFCf e olld

L(} CW .

. o
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might go,.but she told him she would remain until he finished. Thal meeting vas the
turning point. Not long afterwards che made her decision and'publicly embraced the
message and infbrmed her relatives and friends. The news thzt the widow of the late
elder of the Dutch Reformed Church, Johannes liicholas de Beer had become a Sab-
'batarian caused a tremendous stir in the Kgrk Ragd and among the members of the

: . _ CHePr Y Poai
Dutch Reformed Church. i

- ; ‘ In the Eastern Province

While the message was apreading among the -Dutch farmers in the VWestern Free
State, the Lord w*s praparing the way for it to enter another section, The voung

man vhom he used wés David Fletcher Terr, an ardent lethodist at the time and a

local preacher of that church. .At about the time vhen the message was &preading

‘among the Dutch farmers in the Free State, Tarr decided to go into the transport

business, hawling loads of goods from the coast to Kimberley and Johannestury by
S ———
ox waggon. As his partner in the business he chose his cousin, Albert Davies.

—

They loaded up their waggons and headed for the interior. After several weeks of
“travel, they came one Friday afternoon to a good cahping pot. Albert rode ahead

to ask permission of the farmer on whose land the camp site iay for them to stay
there overhivht. Then he returned he was very thoughtful, for that-férmer 2l
Peter Wessels vho had reluctantly given his consent on the grounds that the next
day wés the Sabbath., Vhen Wessels saw hdé astonished this made Davies, heihad given
“him a short Pible study on tﬁe.Sabbath question., Albert returned and repeated the
conversation télFletcher, saying that he thought the farmer vas right. Tarr replied,
"The farmer is not right, either in fact of in his head.," Wevt morning Peter vas
early in their camp jnviting them to hie house for a Bible study, Tarr refused to
attend, btut Davies attended anl came back with the tract, "Flihu on theSabbath.®
Peter next invited Tarr to go with him that evening to a meeting in the Salvation
army hall in Yecconsficld and speak at the meeting, This}TarT did,

The e xt morning, back in their camp, a young man ppeared, sz ing to Tarr
that he had attended the mecting the evening before, and vas troubled over the Sab-
bath questioh. Vould ke plerse give him rome good texts proving Sundey SACTENNCES,
Tarr tried for four hours; but the more he searched the more 3% cleir it becare to

him that claims that Sundy was 2 holy day could mol be cupported frem the rivle.
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Other visits with Peter Wescels followed. Tarr read a copy gf J. R, Andrevs book on
 the Pistory of the Sabbiath, and thirteen days after first meéting Peter Wessels he
took his standlfor the Sabbath, He made inguiries about the young man vho had vieit-
ed hin but no one had seen him, nor did he ever see him again., He balieved that an
angel had cone aﬁd in that tactful wmanner had brought him to honestly investigate the

vhole question, Frethren Daies and Tarr werc the first English speaking South Africans

to accept the truth,

It was atoul four months after Tarr accepted the,truth that Elder Boyd and his

party arrived in South Africa., Tarr joined him in holding a public effort in Kimber-

ley, visiting and holding Bible studies in the homesof some of the leading femilies

L . He

of the tovn. He aleo s0ld books and took subscriptions for "Present Truth.
contimied working with Elder Boyd in Kimterley 2nd in other places in that part of
WécmmMyfm~&mmtm;WM$. ‘ '

Hearing that I. J, Hankins Vag prbceeé,ngAto the Eastern Province and night

hold an effort near his old home, Tarr hastened to join him, Together they vorked and
N

raised up thz Rokeby Park church, Among those vwho came into the truth was Fletcher's

1 owvn motter, Vrs., James Tarr Seﬁior. Although ﬁer Ahﬁsband never accepted the truth,

- he 4id not oppose her. WMo sooner had she azccepted the messaée tha1\she started vrit-
ing it to her firet son, James Tarr Jr..in Céthgart vith his family, Jameé replied
that if it could bes proved that the Catholic chiurch had chinged the Sabbath, he
vould becore a Seventhéday‘AdvehtiSt at once, ¥lebcher Tarr sﬁoweé this 1ettér to
Elder Hankins and after counselling together they decided that-he should go to Cath;
carf and vicit his brother., Acwrdingly he made the 150 mile journey, was warmly wel-

cones by his brother and spent Sabbath and Sundy with them giving Bible Studi =, >

During the o 1loing week, Fletcher visiteld the neighboring farms giving Eible
studies., Returning to the farm of James on Friday, he was met By his brother.vho
anﬁounced that he had decidad to keep the Sabbath, Bult what aboul the wife and
children of vhom there were fourteen? After Sabbath School the'mothef and children

vient out and talked things over. They returnel witﬁ the rood news that they had &1

‘decided to Yeep the Pible Sabbath, In the latter part of 1890, I. J. Hankins virited

Cathcart and baptized ten of the adults vhom he found fully prepared. A Tew months

after this, Fletcher Tarr's other brother, Walter moved to Cithcart and he and all
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of his large family accepted the truth, Of'thcse.two families ihus von to the truth
including grandchildren; seventeen becane vorkers of whom four were « dained minis ters,
three qualified nurses, and fouf miscionaries,
Thus the truth was spread in those early days. Had the love and zeal and fire
of those early believers continuesd tb burn undimmed, how quickly might this message

have been carried to every part in South Africa,
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BHAFTER FOUR

" EARLY ORGANIZATICHN AMD D;VELOPIE T

The return of Elder Boyd on a permanent basis from South Africa nade it nec-
esgary for the General Conference to find a replacement, Untid such time as this

ags

ck

worker could be found and sent out thc le<1on Board asxed T, d, Hunnlnq t0'°c

Superintendent, and lirs, ¥. H. Dru111ard as oac“etdry—tre“ surer of the Soutn S A )

Mission.A -~ At the General Conference held in Battle Creek in March, 1891, k. C.
Porter and vife ﬁere asled to g6 to Soutﬁ Africa, 1 Elder Porﬁér waé very reluctent
to accept the call, “The vay to him Seemed dark, and he repeatedly assured the breth~
eren th t he felt no burden for South Africa, S%ill he did not refuse to o, arnd dur~
1ng the Snrlrg and summer made all the necessary preparati ons. Travelling bzck East
they dropoed off to attend a mid-summer council at lake Petooky‘rlcthan before seil-
ing to their field.2 There Elder Porter laid a 1°oter b°forg tho Fore 1Ln ”isejon
Board stating that their p]ano had 911 been nmade to go, but "vie have had no clear
convictions that the Iord is leading in that directions" FHe went on to say, "The
cl;m§te in a 1§rge portion of South Africa is such as demands a fuggeﬁ constitution,...
Neitner of us is very strong;" Present at the board neeting when this letter was

read was A, T, Robinson, President of the jlew zncland Confer-nce upon vhom there

B

had come a growirng conviction that duty called him to Africa, Of this conviction,

.hovever,.he had said nothing to anvone,

0. A. Olsen, {he President of the Genzral Conference made a statem=nt gjjnb-
that he did not think Brother Pa?tér chould go to Africa if he felt that way about
it, He diemissed the meebing hlth prayer and acked that each member pray earnsetly
about the matter and mest again next morning to sece if the Iord might'have a ©lu-
tion for tﬁeir problam, NextAday vhen they met, Olsen looked across the tl‘lu, pointed.
his finger at A, T. Robinzon, said he believed that the Lord had laid a burden for
Africa.on that man, and acked him if it was not truec. Elder Robinson was forced to
confess it vias true, so the board unanimously passed 2n action appointing him to the
South African Mission,

Elder Robinson returncet to his home in South L ancaster :nd told his vife and

seo.. NoY2 il it mmamsd A Aha svace AaTmTAar Tt FRa
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two sons vere deliphted until'they learned of their father's pilan to leave them in
South Jzncaster vith rﬂldlveo xhere they could attend 2 denomination:l school until
such time 28 Christian educ: tnon viould be offered in South Africa, It was not’until
Auruot of 1893 that the family was re-unided in Clarenmont, South &fricaéu

In October, the Review and Herald carricd a notice OAJeFlnf the Robineon home

in South Lancaster for sale, and the folloving mnth the party sailed from New York

on ithe .S, .. 5. -Teutonic, They arrived in Queensiown "covered vith foam and glory.hav—

_—

v 6 ’ :
ing made a remarikably speedy trip." After tvo wesks in England the phrty again

sailed on the S, S, Tarfar from Southampton on December 12, They had an cxtremely

rough and unpleasant voyage to Cape Towm, the captain seying it vas the roughtest

passage in eleven years, They were net by Bret™ren Vessels and Druillard and driven

to Somerset House on Rovlangd Street, This was the property vhich nad been bought to
m

serve as headquarters for our vork in &fricz and it served as such for nezrly thirty

years., On a portion of the ground a church was in process of erbctlon vnen the Rcb-
. ] 1 . . .
insons arrived, 7 the 17tn of April 3% was completed and dedicated vith serv1ces;

conducted by Fastors Hankins, Robinson, Schultz, and Peter Wessels., The “otal cosy

8
of the church tuilding had been thres thousand pounds,

Meantime all phases of the work were Yeing organized and vushe? faeward, The

colporbeurs in particilsr were both 2ctive and successful, paruly 2s a result of Fl-
7 i i - ' ) |
-der Morrison's institutes. There Yiére now ten in the field, and in one twalve month

period they had sold and delivered nine thousand pounds-worth’of books.9v Sister

‘Druillard vas kept busy carrying the finmancial vork of the mission, and quthef

Druillard vas the ship's miscionary., He never Tfailed to meet the chips a2s they cume

into Table Bay. Among the sailors and passengers he £old books and distributed free
I = 10

literature, ~nd gave Bible readings to all who would listen,

Elder Robhinson found 2 strong agitation to get a_school started. Amcious to

have his own fumily re~united he studied the matter vith tne greatest of interest.

In the year 1891 therw vere twelve yoing people from South Africa, a mwter of tﬁon

from the Wessels fuﬂjlj Y10 were in Battle Creek studying. This continued for some

vyears. even alter Union College had boen opened in Claremont, It was evident ihat
b o ——“-M\

if South Africans were goine to bo trttnoi to vork aneng their own pzo-le, it would

prove far too expensive to send nany of thom overseas, So the lealing brethren sat
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down to consider vhat would be done,

_As 2 result, a tract of tventy—-three acres vas purchased in Kennilworth, some

eight miles frag Cive Tomn, lHere a collegpe voyld be built, A subscription 1ist

—

~

135 opened and liberally subscribeq to, ecpecially by members of the Wessels frnllj.

Vr. Green, the man vho had build the Cipe Tovn church vas avarded the contract,

Within six months, sufficient bul]dlngs hud been finished to permit the school to

open, vhich it did on February L. 1893. The tot2l cost of the building Was seven

" thousand three hundred poumls, Of this anounu, L b 556 had been given leaving a defi-

cit of nearly L 3,000, At a general meeting held near the end of the g ar, Eadther
L 1,00 was pledged, Still the school opened ité doors bearing Guite a load of debt,

The record is really remsrkahle vhen it is remembered that the entire membership in
12

On the opening day there were sixty-five

South Africa was only 128 in 1892,

students rresent, abont half of vhom were fromn Adventist homes, Unlike mos t schools

starting in foreign lards, this school passed through no pioneer period when equipment

vas short and insufficient. Fine desks h=«d besn importsd from America and. there vere

o L . o N i
plenty of classroom apparatas, A more detailed account of the history of this in-

stitution vill be related in a lzter chapter,

.

Flnﬂnces
m‘_—-—-‘ /

‘In order to unoerotand the unuﬁusl financial po°3tlﬂn of Lhe uouth Afrlcan

WOBK, s 3iE ne0e9<3ry to go bick a few yerrs, Shortly before A. T. Rotinson arrived

diy A fpiica, diamonds vwere discovered on the Yessels farm near Kimberley, It was to

prove the most jmportant and richest diamond mine in all of South Africa. The de %'O:f@

Peers company purchased the farm from Father Yessels for three hundred and. fifty

7

L

thousand poundd Father Wessels did not divide this large amount of monsy up

among his children and rolatvan but handled it wisely and cautiously, making gifts

when he felt ther vere justified, For instance, vhen the new Cape Tovm church yas

nearly finished, Father ‘iessels asked Peter how much vizs still oving on that building

and Somerset louse, Whon Peter told him that the amount vins atoud three thousand
B ————————————p

o
pounds, Father Wzasscls gave him the money.l)
E-rly in 1892 Philip Vessels wos attending Pat Llc Creck college when he re-

. d . 15 " : =
ceived & cable stating that his father had puagsed avay, The conlxol of the far-

tune received by the femily from sellfing the dismond mind thus nasged inta the hoande
— : - M
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"
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of lother Wessels and her sons, For a nunber of years, in fact as Jong as their

noney lasted, this family was extremely generous in supporting various phases of the

work in South Africa, Their generosity vas not confined to the vork in Africa, but

led them to make large gifts to Dr. Kellogg for his projects, and to other institu-
tions in Battle Creck, They also sent sone money to help the struggling vork in

the needy field of Australia, 17 Hearing thr t the General Conference vas short

1 1

of funds, they sent them $74,000 to invest, The General Conference not wanting to

hold such a sum, sent it to D, A. Robinson in Iondon asking him to invest it.l8

Yy

In 1893, Peter VWessels with his brother John attended the Gene =al Conference. That

was the year vhen they were laying plans to open up our {irst mission station in Af-

bica, In order to hasten this project, the ilessels brothers pave three thousand

pounds : : )

e Sl
A glance a2t the tithe record for four years will tell a most interesting story.

3

Year Tithe - - Membership
1891 ” . 596--12--0 Lo

| 2890 1 608--12--0 | 128
1893 I A ! | 138

L189u _ ‘ 6;310--L--0 N a 16 - &

Yost of the tithé paid during 1893 and 189l vas from the Vessels family after

the father had passed to rest. During the ysers in the cighteen-nineties, while they

had money, the VWessels brothers and their mother supported and promoted many enter—

prises in South Africa vhich the smilll o nstituency viould never have undertsken un-

aided., The Yessels brothers had visitel and lived in Battle Cresk., In fact some mem—

bers of the family were there contimuously from 1889 vhen Peler went over dovm to the

2].

closz of the century.® While therc they saw the extravagant wsy in vhich the viork.

vias b2ing csrried on vith flourishing putlishing house, college, a large sanitariuvm

and orph-nage, They returnel to South Africa determined that in their country also

the work chould be launghed in a big vay. What they failed to resldize was thab theiv
ovn rerovrces vere not limitless ant that adverse fortune night cose their vizy. They
alco failel to see that the constitucney in South Africa vas not large encuyh to ruprert

. . . . . ; R : ey =
there expensive inslitutions without oubcide help,““ Merein Jay the whole truged; oi
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the great institutiona%kxpansion betwean 1892--1897 and the heartbreaking years of

poverty and strugele during the years which folloved, For a number of years alter

the South African Conference sas orcenized in late 1892 the vork in that field was

not only self-a pporting, but able to moke rifts and send itithes of its tithe to

the General Confe~en05:::) Therefore vhan tre ecures for rerdl of btz furds of the
i R BN =

South Africen Conference dried up the leaders vere throvm into great perplerity,

There vias no provision in the General Conference Budget for the South Afrien field,
e T

Only gradually wes tle General Conference able to provide assistance to keep the vork

L

going until the constituency could grow up sufficiently to support the institutions.

But for the first two decades of the twentieth century those institutions o ntinued

to operate at a heavy loss year afteryear, (with one or two exceptions) and the re-

sources of the South African believers and even large sums from o erseas vere absorbed

tine after time in liquidating debts vhich recurred jear after yezr. Oné instance vill

suffice. The overflow offering for Africa for the first quarter of 1925 cmounted to

e —

twenty thousand vourds. Of this amount, eight hundred pounds vere @ propriated to

mission project, & thousand pourds tfiere added to ths regular anrmal @ propriations to

m———

A ' 23 b
the fields, and the brlance went to reduce institutional debtsd This helpes to
3 L L ) I )

explain vhy the miscion fields during their early years viere reguired to be self-sup-

———

porting and the miscionaries vent through such trying times,

t

Organization.

1

The first general mesting of the fifth session of the South African lission

opened in Claremont College building on December ki, 1892, The quection wars raised as

to vhether South Africa was now sufficiently strong financially to enable it to or-

ganize into a self-m pporting Conference, ard thus relieve the Cenerzl Conference of

-~ i

its continued finoancial support. The next day it was so voted, It was also vdied

tg_ﬁpa? a_tithe of all tithes to the Generzl Conference, Philip Viessels wished to

return to the General Conference 21l monies which it hdd spent in South Africa, but

this wias not agreed toozh‘ Therc vere some ong hundred church members present at this

meeting. Elder A. T. Robinson wis elccted Froeident of the new Conference, I, d,

Hankins secretary, and Mrs, N, H, Druillard treasurer. A czll vas read to the gen-

—

eral assemdbly fron Sister Vhite in Austrrslia acking for assistance, and one hendred
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twenty-two pounds were raised. It was also voted at this meeting that John and
N__

Peter Wessels vdth thair mother and G. D. J. Schfltz should attend the 1= xt General

\

Conference in Battle Creek.zg

The work continued to gr@w,.bug_guﬁbers increaced élowly. Elde~ Robinson
made his home in Claremont vhere he built a house across the road from thé college,
but the Conference o fices vefe in the basement of the church in Cape Towvn., Travel-
~ling back éni forth daily the eight miles on the suburban tra n, Elder Robinson be-
gan to get acquainted with a 1211 distinguished looking Hollander. They cane to
disguss religious topice regulsrly, and in time Eldzr Robinson had given him tﬁe
full message. One day he startled Eldsr Robinson by asking pointedly, "W t doth
hinder me to be‘baptized?” ﬂs he hdd accepted the re ssage, there was né hindrance,
This is how Professor Herbertus Ellfers; a2 governmment translator of the Dutch lan-
_guagé and the author of a numbsr of books became a Seventh-day Adventist. In the
'years to come he vias to translate many of arr books into the Dutech 12 nguage, aét as
a teacher in the college, and hold officiz2l positions in the Conference, 26

Late in 1893, two strong evangelistic companies stzrted out to hold meet-
iﬂgs in the Ea;tern Province, Elder Robinson and wife with G. B. Thompsdnrand
Elanch Comnin made up one company going to labor in East,Loﬁdon. The other o nsist-
ed of I, J. Hankins, D, ¥, Tarr andAﬁife, and Miss Hiva Starr. They opéneé up neelings
in King ¥%illiam's wan. AL first they‘hired halls at“IromA$2.5O to $5.00 = r night
but at King Williamstowm the attendsnce vas co small ﬁhéy secufed a smaller hall at-
5/ per night. They commenced again the plan of house to house visitation. Elder
Robinson had to return to Cépe Tovn and Hankins and Thompeon proceeded to work in
East LOnﬂén. Bro. Tarr » mained in King ¥illiamstovm, The group in BEast London
loandd or gave away 31,713 tracts anl made 1035 Missionary visits holding Bible
S+udies;27 . |

Visit of S. N. Haskell

Through the vemrs, Africa has reccived many visite from General Confe-ence
visitors from North aimerica and Burope. UlNever have these fisits failed to bring
good counsel, @ mfort and courage to the vorkers on the firing line. The earliect

. Sy e &b e & e T (aee B Bashk
and one of the most fruitful of thece viesits was that prid by Blder S. I, Haskell
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in the years 189)4 and 1895, This was his second visit to the country, but this time
he re mained longer and labored ma e \'ldpljo He arrived in Cape Tovn in Septenber,
189h and began shortly afterwards to travel and visit the vorkers and sééttefed be-

lievers., He was distressed to find the epirit of censuvre and criticism vhich the

asy flow of means ad brought into the ranks of the workers. Writing to W. C.

“hite in Australia shortay after arriving, he commented: ”Bvcr.,rthlvg has gone
rather hard, and I am of the opinion that they will go hard until some of them lose

their property or get converted,... The nunbers have not advaoced in pmoport:u.on -

to the in 1tu’r,10na tuilt, n28 Then writing Lo Sister W}D;t:’&l}oted that the work

went very hard, especially in the mnservative Eastern Province., "If I am any

judge, the cause in Sout‘n'Africa needs an entirely different mold from what it has.
God is needed here if amyvhere in the world.... There is what g pears to be an
jncubus thab fests ‘on the vork. But I trust in the coming ins titute vie shzll see
_the Divine Teacher ome in and touch the hearts of God's people, and there be from
this time a new mold given té the vork,t 27 | _ 1
The meesting to vhich he rei;erred was held in Cape Towm in Decenber, 189,

Here he conducted one of his famous Bible Schools vhich ran for forty deys with four
hours of so0lid Bible study daily. There sesns 10 have been & wonderfi 1 revivel spiri t
~present. The sick s ere healed and backsliders recldimed. On one day, thirty-Tive
bv:ere b’;ptj.lzed; and before the reetings eﬁded, another fif‘oy. ‘}ios’r,:of thése viere fof
re-—beptism, sane of them being workers 1rcluding- Profess@r and lirs, Killer from tae
college, ani Brother and Sister Druillard. Elder Haskell commented, "I have been

in the work forty vears et I never saw amy®h ins like th15.3 7T think there vill
o e 3 y o B X

be Tio ordiined at this mesting before the metings end, a Brother Schultz who had

gone o far bavk as to give up the vork avong the Daseh & togother, Put _now he is

anxious to begin g 2in, He appears ta be soundly converted, There is a brother

——

Meir , gl Eghricho j.s a young man but one who has and doesalviays have success in get-
3 young by

R . .
ting people @ n""roed as thoy embrace the Sabhath, w3 These meetings greatly re~
joiced Tlder Haskell 's heart as he saw the worke s moving into line and @ tdiing a
fresh vid on of what it means to vork wi th Christ,

Elder Haskell dj.d not confine his vork to Czpe Tova, but travell d videly
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throushout the cowbry,., He visited Inng Khama of the Bechuanaland Protectorate,
Some of the se2d he sowed bore r-em.:.z.rlcable fruit. He made a tixip into Pasutoland
where he converted a voung mpn_by the name of David Kalaka and vion him to the truth,
Kalaka beceme a faithful wvorker in the Lord's vineyard and won scores of his ovm
Basutos to the truth during a lifetime of service., The follod ng month Hackell was

holding meetings in a hall in Reaconsfield. Walking past the hall, a young Kesfeme (7. !
. — E

teacher paused to listen for a few minutes. His interest aroused he went in and

listened to the rest of the discourse, e continued to return until he vas won and

baptized. His nsme was Richard koo who bacame one of our mcs t faithful and valiant

standard bearer in Kaffirland 'through mzny Jlong vears, He was the first Af I‘lchﬂ to

be ordaine? to the minis‘cry.@ Thus did Eld-r Haskell 's viork bear fruit leng

after he ln d left the shores of Africa,

‘

On some of his trips, Eldor Haskell endured, real hardships, and some viere rathe
amusing. OCne instance will uff‘: ce to 11]u%rate the type of urlps he took. ¥riting
to Sister “hite from Ir..(lj grey by hand, he related the following experience:—-

"So I engaged a horse, for a thirtymile horseb:ck ride, The dis-
tance was not great except for the awful hard geit of the horse, his
notorious 1u7Jn°¢o’ T used up 211 the switcres I could get, and ruin-
ed my cane I had carried for years, lost my eyenW%qscs in his jolting,
as well as had my pockets emptied of letters vhich I dismounted to get
and also passed tnrovgq five gates, dismounted to open three of tnem,
and af tor a -nine hour ride I reached Lady Grayc.s. ~

"Brother and Sister Robinson left in the @ 01 of the night at two A. M.
The horse was found at six A. M., He was noted for a gentle and easy horse
to ride. He was saddled and tridled 2t seven, When I appeared to mam nt,
I bade the fanv »_ly foodoye the second tire, saying, 'I shall go this time.!
¥y firstv efTort to mount the horse, he pulled back, tumbled domn, rolled
over, broke the bridle and gift. I turned away in distnst, came into
the house and efused to even make amnother effort to mount. Others mount-
ed vwith ease and the horse went a4 1 right. But I ould not try axd am avait-
ing results Vhen I learn, I vill flnl“,h. Fut 1 am disgusted m_th the
vhole affzir. I ambtelieving in the doctrine, "All things vork bogetncr
for god to them tht love God', and I know I Jove him, I expect o metime

to. get out of this toni® 33

During his stay in South Afl"lCa , BEld-r Haskell played a very prominent mart in help-

s

-

ing to establish our first mission awong the heathen, This will be related in a

separate chaptler, .
Thus the yesrs of Elder Robinson's ministry in South Africs vasced by. lHe

had many problems, not the least of vhich wias how to overcome the conflicbing

nationalistic feelings among the brethren. Conlrolligg such a large part of the
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the funds vsed in supporting the conference ani building up ite institutions, it v

but natural that theliessels brothers expecied to have an important voice in how the

conference and institutions chouvld be oserated. Thus they were strongly reprasented

on all of the boards end comaittees.

A number of mew recruits arrived from ov rseas during the five years that

Elder Rebinson was president of the Confercnce. tmong these wiere G, B. Thompson
vho latoured earnestly in the towns of the Eastérn Frovince, To hexd up the new
school came E. B. liller, Harmon Lindsay and Sarah Peck, Otﬁers vho arrived later
on for the school vere E. B. Gaskill, Grac¢ Amédon, and H. R. S;lisbury, also Joel
Rogers and wife vho vere to spend so many years in African séervice, W, C. ﬁélstén
and vife arrived from Australia to assist in the new Sinitarium and later on took
charge of the orphanage, Iast but not least vas the large party of missionaries who
arrived early in 1893 to man ovf first misrion'station smong the heathen, of whom
more ¥vill bé said later.
The first campmeeting for Souﬁh Africa was held in wabray in January, 1896,

Some forty family tents vere pitched and a total of two hundred tventy-tho campers wvere

on the grounds, Literal mission offerings vere given, A thousand pour! s vere raiced

to open up work in the countries of Natal and the Transveal., Five hundred were raised

to pay the cost of translating books into theDutch and native vernzacular langusges.

Still another five hundred pounds-vere rzaised to meet the expsnses o dondutiing a
Bible School for six months in Cape Tovn, This schooi vias held during the last half
of 1896 with W, W, Prescott in charge. At this ampzeting gobd reports were e ard.,
One hﬁné*eﬁ persoﬁs had been won to the truth duriﬁg the previous year. Tventy-three
vere biptized during the campmezting sesd on, one of vhom was J. E. Symons vho was to
- give a lifetine of service to the caﬁse. At this time there were sixby-Tive fuliy paid
viorkers 3n the South African Conference.%’.a
Those vere busy years. Elder and Mrs, Robinson were travelling a good paft
of the time, visiting churches, holding efforts, and giving Bible readings. Those

years saw the building and opening up of the college, the orphanage, the Clarenmont
By 18696

Sanitariwa, A little press was secured, and printing started in Cape Town,

10,000 o pies of the South African Sentinel, and 5,000 of the Dutch paper, De lechter

were being printed, A fine church had been built in Cape Towun, and lecs imposing

buildings in Peaconsficld and Rokebv Park. Treatmont oams were in ancratian in

<o
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LIGHT YOR Ti< MEATHRY

“nitay

When Elders Boyd and Robinson went to Soath Africa in 3887, they agreed to

Separate and labour in different arcas of the country, Blder Boyd wens north to

1=t

baptize the bbllcvero which had been brought into the truth through the active lab-

ours o? Peter hes sels, Schultg, Van.rruten and others, He orfan17ea the Beaconsfiel
-churcq, held an cffort in Kimberley, and made exten51ve jo"rneyu through the Free
StaLe and the Transvaal° Elaer Robinson; and after his departure I. Jde Honklno lpb-

oured emong tho ;xglish speaking peopTe of the Capv, and later on in the Eastern

Province, But a1l the time they were thus buildi ing up our work anong the Europ-

eans; they cons: antly kept in nind the importance of la;ing pTanS to take the 205
Pl to the millions of Africans both in South ifrica, and in thc vast territories /

lyinz to the HOI‘tho "Yonder l.LGS Joux h:umerland" ueclared Cecil, Rhodes th" E..fnoir'e
< 2
——

builder of South Africa, end the words and sentiment ccuvd to apply to our worliers

ammm——

as well as to the Ruropean imnigrants waiting to push on into the northarn ter itories,

T In 2889, after he had been two years in Afr101, Boyd wrote, "The jsay s cens
¥ T RN -

opening for the reception of + the t ruth amonv the natives, buk ve zre not prepared fo

neet . these callsoﬁg) The uouth Airican brethren at this time were poor, the constji-

tuency was small, and there was not g labourer to spare, The follo;ing year, Boyd
. —————— —— _—

istant when sorzthing couvld

again expressed the wish that the time might not te far dj
) S
be done for the nativess The following yeaxr Ve A, Spicer wrote that there hag

come a call for Adventishts to come and open up work in Mashonsland, The Foreign liis-

slon Board, of which he was a4 membery, had de 01dbd that this should be done 2s soon

as practi: bhlesX~ 1n 1892, lrs, N, Druil ard, the ucc”ctary treacure: er of the Sovuh
M .

African Conference wurote that they hzd received oyver a thousand dollars cflcr’nga dur-
——— . 3

T ————
ing \EE_BE:XESE~;ZS:11;?1VG hundred collars of Ithd Yo uld 80 to pay off {he ¢ebt on
the Kinberley church, and the bolance vas for foreign missions,

It waz during this yeary 1892 that Father Wessels dicd, and a large sun of noangy

——

Came into the hands of his 1 ife ond cercrﬁn The treasury of the newly organived
i

O

‘I

-




South African Conference benefitteds Tuere were other developnents which indicated

thaet the Lord was opecning up the way for establishing our first mission among the

heathen, Gold had been discovered in las honaland, the eastcrn part of what later

—

cem2 10 be celled Southern Rhodesia and neny white setolew had entoreﬁ tie countrvo
ALiera inodc

The British Southifrican €ompany had bzen formsd to administer the counbry and cn~

is send-zovernmentul cone

1
thi
-

courage irmigration, Cecil Rhodesia was the president of ¥
urage luaigratlion,

[} 1

pany, and before long, his friend Dr, Lavid Stafﬁ Jameson became the ‘administrator in

Mashonaland, To th: west of }Mashonaland lay Matabeleland, headquarters of a powerPuJ

African kinzdom of which Lobenvula was the ruler, For ma ears the warlike Matva-
3 7 y

bele had beena ccusbomed to make ralds for cattle and slaves among the wezker tribes
} e

in neighboring te“rltorleu one of which was Mashonaland, The Company informed Loben-
& =} 3 e

gula that this d donger be tolerated, but Lobengula either would not or could
\
not_control-hiisewsies, and they conbinued to raid as previously, As a result, war

roke oub, the Hatabeles were defeated, Lobensula £led to the north across thesambesi

. and no one knows hou he met his death. The Cheruchonpeny uhen occupied the principal

oo

ttlement of the Matabeles known as Bulaw ulawayo vith a military forc ¢, and a new town
sprang up. All this happened in 1893 Just in time to clear the way for fLhe opening
S YL & i) J . \ e

&r -
up of our first mission station in Southern Rhodesia, . Early in the following year,
* - 3 L . §
O, A. Olsen, then president of the Genersl Conference while visiting in Africa, wrote
"We are of the opinion that no time should be lost in pushing our work into the in-
———— = . =

-derior, the sooner the bebter.' He appealed to anyone inm fmerica who wished to enter

sslon work in Africa to get in touch with the Forcign Mission Board, In the mean-

time; Ao To Robinson and Peler wessels should tour that country in March or Apriwgz)
_ 1" WESS

‘

We have elready scen how Peter and John wessels, vhile attending the Gensral Confer:

ence in 1893, made a donstbion of three thousand pounds for the CYDLGSS DUrpoLe

starbting work among the notives, Thus the vay seemed open for the work to advance,

Georze James,

But there wes one young man who was nob willing to walte George Jermcs vas a

stucent in the BattleCreck College, the leader of the fivst forcign mission band, His
: 23
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heart yecarned to carry the gospel to the natives of Africay, and he wrote to the For-

elgn Nissicn Board offering hig uchlCCoo 'ihlo was in early 1892, and the Board had

as yet no funds at its disposal for sencing oul; missionaries to the heathen, He was

—_—
> ’

told thal he would hwve to wail uniil the vay opened up, As he felt he could not wait,

he wound up his &ffairs and taking a few bossessions, among which yas his cherished

violin which he conld ploy very well, he set szil for South Africs, On January 21,

he left Cape vn for Durban, then ueno on to Beira, Chinde, then up the Zambesi and

Shire rivers end finally reached Blantyre by m»ch1113§ The ful_ story of h1 vork in

Nyasaland and his subsequenu death UhlJe on his way to Join the Solu31 pardy will be

‘told 1n connection with the 560tion b4 dealln* with the work of the uouth East !nrwcan
:'qugpg? Elder Anderson vas once asked by U 4. Spicer if he had ever come across anya
onéfambug the natives who had ever hearo ol George Jameno "Yes", he replicd, '6ombc~w““’
natives from beyond the Zenbesl, years ago, described to me the very features of the

man, They told of his having a box that could sinz, and besi‘o* ali hot thcy Sde
8a

) )

that he (kept the righs day! as the day of rest "

Securing the Land

Lean,nilc fun ds had come to hand for establishing g mission " The Board félt free

to as L. P, Robinson to take steps to secure us some land for a nission site, Tt vas

Lnown that the SouthAfr;c cn Charter Cowneny'was of ferlnv ]and to settlers, Some mig-

sionary socicties had alreaoy recelved large gfancs of land frpe, buc the conduct of
\-___‘“

the !i531onar1es and thelr attitude toward the natives had prejudiced both Rhodes and

o~

Jameson against themy, and led them to resolve not to grant 1urther land to - miss ionso

Knowing this, Flder Robinson was very ¢ careful uhen drawing up his statement to seot dow
the various icatures of our mission prograrmc which he thought would appv\ﬂ to Rhodes,

He then called at Rhodest office, and made arran-zements to come in at ten otelock on a

subsequent_day and Jay an’ inportant matter bafore hinm,

At the tise appointed, Robinson was ushered into the beautifvl office of the Prime

Hinister carrying with hir a carefully prepared statemend which hz read to Mr. Rhodes,

3

He pointed oub that we intended to establish schools thet would teach the natives to
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vas to bring into the country the latest and more lmproved Amcrican farm machincry.!
./——’- o

It wes to_be gp.industedsl wission and the Africans would be trained to use their

-

hands as well as their heads,

o —

Hardly hed lir, Robinson starbted reacding before he ndticed thet Rhodes had taken
paper and was busy writing, Wishing to have the man's wundivided atbdnbion, he made

& long pause which was interrupted when Rhodes lifted his head and calmly said: -~%andhi,

1

-

RobinsonAﬁent ong but again he.noticec that Rhodes was wr;ting and made another pause.
Rhodes looxed up again, and with a bland smile said: --"AiD.." Robinson then went on
until he had finished his piece and.sto‘ped, but Rhodes continuéd vwriting as if no
one was present, Tﬁen having finiéhed'his lebthr, hé signed iﬁ, folded it up, pleccd
it in a 1ong envelope, sealed it and handed it to Robinson tellinz him to give it to
Dr, Jamasoghwheﬁ he reached Bulawayo, Only then did Bro, Robinson realise that the
ietter Rhocdes had written probably de§1t with'thc application for land. Naturally

they wore extremely curious to know whet lay within that scaled envelopeo9
Fron the very beglining, it had been understood thet the mission was to be en

er the Hission Board had done whet it could 4o provide the

a self supportins basig afl
——

C2

1

initial equipment and meet

L

ransportation costs, In the eyes of the South African

brephren, this would not be difficuld if a sufficicintly large trect of land could be

secured. A number of Americun belicvers had written to the Board offerinz to go as

self supporting missionaries, The board wes perplexed as to how to deal with these

offers, &s some of then wére from men not provided with means, and would have to

———— e

leave thelr ferdlies in somewhat dependent circumstances at home, The Board de-

cided to leave the final decision with the brethren as to vhether to immizrate or

O ~n : A3 > o L] : . 2,
notgi:> 0f the indivicdusls offering to go, in tha_end Bro. L. Goepp actually went to
m— .

South fipkics, and was rcady {o treck into the interior with the obher brethren,

The First Party

The prospect of going into the imherior of Africa to establish sclf-supporting

nission farms eppcoled strongly to many of our South Africen brethren, The first

e =5
e e ——

party consicted of J. H, Hervey, A, Goecpp, A. Druillard; Peter Vessels, Fred Sparrow
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On Sunday evening, lMay 6, 189L, the six brethren left Clarcmont for Rrodesia

" {to open up work among the heathen, They carried the letber fron Cecil Rhodes to

Dr, Jameson. "As the six lively looking mules pulled their uaggon oubt of Bro. Peter

L)

Yessels yard on Sundsy, lley 6 miany of the students and teachers pf pir cpjsege were

-~

n ’co Vryourz which

‘J-

i :
there to sce them start, The waggon and mules were sent by traj

was the head of the railway a2t that time. Broo Burton rode with them to see that thoy
\‘ N ]
received proper food and water on the Jjourney, The rest of the psriy travellcd by

S

" passenger train, From Vryburg the brethren faced a six hundred milce trick through
_/""N .

the wilderncss of eastern Bechuanalsnd, With ox waggon and mule tean, bh" party seb

LY

orth,

' The way as long and dreary, and it tock them six weeks to reach Bulawayo,. Near

Mafelking, a span of oxen brole lose and started back for Vryburg. With mule team and

e e e T

wvagzon the brethren started in pursuit and after three czg,’)’ of anxious search and

travel, the oxen were again brought under the yoke an d tae 10111‘:1 y re mr.eo’. The

Journey wes not without ils am mz.n'r Jmci ’cn’r;so Riding =long one day, Burton
teneath the branches of a particularly vicious thorn tree ﬁhich hooked him end drage-
ged him from his seat; the waggon goihg on and lea.ving him suspéndeé high above the
groﬁnd. The obher members of the party came to his rescﬁc; But *'ohey' didé nct 2llow
’\;,héir spir ‘it to bzcome depressed, YWhile travelling '\.,.on'7 we would bz’e"k out in
song znd meny of the éodd old Adyent hymas were used, The hills end wéads and. plains
rang ous again and apsin as ve x-zerfc. along, Oh; those h:;p')f vs se I cen still hear

[ ‘- . : . :L'.)
in imeginstion the swzelt tenor voice of Hr, Druillardf,

On arriving in Bulawapo, the paxrbty :ent to see Dr, Jameson, They } nded hin
the letter from huodes. After reading it, he asked thom om.co'l." hou rmech lend (Fast
they wanted, The brethren locked at one enother, and £inally Peter Vessels said
that they roally nscded tuelve thousand zeres; bub whether thcy got it would co-
pend- considerably on the terms of purchase, Dr. Joneson was asbonished, Je in-
formed them that in his letter, Rhodes had told hia to givd them ell the land they

could use, and & sked vhether they wented eny better tomas thon thate They assured

hin that they vere satisficd, e then told them thot they could go north, south,
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they night peg 1t out and make formal spplication., A search commenced w.ich lasbeqd

for several days. Ab lenchh thov located 2 piece they thought suiltable about

, . R 1 |
thirty miles west of Bulavayo near Chief Solusils Kraalgii> Here the brothren set-
—\-—————

tled; nol &1l torethery but scattering outs two or three miles aparb, Some startboc

to farmy some to Yrade with the natives, Ired Sparrow had one aavantage in that hc/x34q'

was femiliar with the Sentebele language and could converse with the Africzns, Soon

- 5

“they had a Sabbath School and were meeting in one central location week by week,

Brother Peiillard returned to South Africa after having seen the brethren safely
e ——. .

located, To 4, T, ‘Robinson, valting anxiously for ncws in Cape Town came the wel-
- a— .

w 21D
y 2V

come word over the newly opened telegraph line, "AL1l well, Location secured, !

Not 211 of %he brethren who went to Southern Rhodesia settled on what was

later 4o be called Solusi Hission, Peter Wessels and his brother settled ncap by,

Elder Haskell wrote that 4he breth en in fuorica should not be surprised at the size
: ok S P i _

of the nission farm secured, since it wes quite in harmony uith the usual Soubh

—

Africen custom to have large farms, Taking the entire Wessels femily, he said, he )¢

presuncd they controlled and owned about 100,070 acres in Rhodesla, Mind every one

of them is in for a self-supporting mmsslon$5§:> Some planned to tuild stores, some
. T ——

to farm; and one to oren up e gold mine, He recognized that s meone would be sent oul
N —————————

Lrom inerica %o harmonize the various clenents in tlic field‘and coordinate their ef-

forts, He predicted thet this would be no eagy ﬁaskgib

A Gift of 2 Parchaso %

HmmwnethemmstmﬁimeoﬂﬁmrsofihaSm&hAiﬁcm1mmﬂmrCmpmwlwd

gilven the denominsztion twelve thousand acres was received with mixed Teelings in Bat-

tle Creel:, On the one hand it was recognized as a remurkable thing that such a Rag~

¥ In W, H. tndersonts book "On the Trail of Livianbne”g as well as in the
Biuseript prepered by e, Haryy Han%ins, 4, 7, Robinson is representied as beine in

> - i -
h] ~ - ] ~ -y h s ‘ A £l
Bulawayo when D, Juneson opencd the Jobtnn iron lhodes and the brethren askod for
ever aXlTofthe contenporary (oo imigs LNC1cate ThET he was atb the Cono
2

o
ST T 53 Y o 14 7
end did nol gecompunyy the parby, de Oe ROZCTs; then conncered ith Unicn Collcse
did not list hinm omony the party hé\ﬁﬁﬁ‘IEETc, and I B, Durlon who was enobhos Lien-
ber of the Parey ¢id nyd montion B whon FLVIngG a coreiul Liss of A17 fhm or——

che




nificen L L% should be made., On the other, it was claimed that accepting such a
pift from the go:ernment was contrary to the fundementel principle qfazgligious

i
liverty which required the complete separction uf church and state, More than one

X3

nmeeting of the Forcign Mission Board was devoted to wrestling with the problem belore
19

any formal action ywas taken,

After weeks of discus 31on9 houwdver, it was decided thdu the land should be

bought ané that we could nobt accept it as a gifto Elder Robinson was to write a leb-

ter to Rhodes and Jame son, expregsing appreciation for their offer, bub saying that

it Vovld be nore sb is actory to the Mission Board if we were permitied to pay for

oot

the land, ard u‘.:m'f him to se’o a prlce on ito 28 19

Yord of this action caused dlSﬂay to our brehhrpn in South AfT1Cue Yortunate

"1y Elder S, H, Haskell wac aL this tinme ﬁ Souuu ﬁfrxcu, Tz and he tried to mule

'..

. the situvstion plzin to the breohron 1n Battle Creek, He wrote to T, M, Wilcox, the

-

- secretary of the Board, pointing ocut that if the land was bo be bought end comvensa-

) p; 2 ‘ : 20
jon elven., it should be to the nabives from wher: the lend was teken by V101Cn005:::>
9 et -

In December, the President of the General Conference wrobe to A, To Robinson infors-

ing him that the concensus of opinion in B"ttlc Creck was Lhat thv Janq st b=

bough®, Peter Wessels was asbonished, Rather then see the land paid for he seaid,
c . ? b

J.

he would teke it up himself, make soma thnw of 5, scll it end turn in the money to

21 LA J '- . ‘ *
the cause Elder Haskell wirobe to Y. Co Vhite in Australiay, "Bub the main
question is, are we right in it or not. If we know what the rignt is, we shall
: s 55 :
fight it oub on thet ling, and that line alongo® But the Foreign HMission Board
[l = RSy

[

was adamant, re-affirming oarly'in 1895 that 211 work must be under the control of

the board, sccondly that no more land should be taken then could be used practicallr

in mission work, and thindly that a pricc must be paid for the land'as can be wmbuall

Lot B -0 i B
agrced vpon with the Charter Company officersj{i:>

0]

second end third

3]

These acbions vere never carriedy, abt least as regards the

o

T

parb, The noxt maih boat vhich ceme only a fcuw days efter this rmeebing brought

poinbed testirmny from Sistervhibe. Goguggglﬁ put it into the heerts of rulers in




3 ”36". ]

"What _they would give, we should be or’wi‘Leged to receivc.@- t wag a clear mes-

sage end after reading it » the brethren sav the matter in an entirely differcent

ligli’a, Eldef Olsen was shocked when he heard the rcsolutions from the lission |

Board and wrobte that "if we had had the intruction that ceme to us in the nail

boat from Australi 12, many things that vere said would frot have becn said, and the
solut:x.o ns, 1f offered, vou__d have been of an enbirely dif iergn’c. rature," 25 Elder

Haskell in South Africs received a copy of the tc, stimony which was sent to the Forw

efgn Mission Board, It lifted a heavy bumcn from his heart, as he had felt uhdt

the brethren in Batitle Creek had failed to undcr stand how it looked to the South
African bmthren@ |

So the mission was established, For _more than eight yearo it was knowm 4o

our people simpl y 28 The Mission Form and tha’b is what it wag, For the sake of

clarity, ho"ev’* ry we will refer to it by the name by vhich it came to be known, and

-

is kncawm around the world today: &324sT, : W

Www"
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. PIOHZER DAYS AT OLD SOLUSE

Tt was in 1694 that word come that a piece of land, conme twelve thousand acres
in area had been secured in Southern Rhodesia for the first Seventh-day Acvenbist
mission among the heathen. The Foreign liiss jon Poard seb aboutb flnc1n" a party from

-

America who might go out and Join with the Souths African bret thren already engaged

12 ~
in the great enterprise, In October %%vthat year, the board appointed I, Ho Evansg
—-—-_"‘__-—- 3 N -

W. B. Toveys, W H. Anderson, and a physician vho should be selected by the Médical

M)

Missionary Doard to go Lo whab was then known as the Zambesia Missione It was
f N

found that Evans and Tovey could not go, end in the spring of the following year,

Go Be Trigp of the West Virginia Cﬁn¢crence vas appointed to be superintendent of
PRNISISEEESS e s .

the missione. The Andersons would also go, and Ire and ¥rs, A. S. Carmichsel vere to

[N

3

take over the medicel worlt, On Ap;xl 10 Andersona dnd Tripps seiled from Hew York

o———————— >

for England, With them went Krs, larvey vhose husband hu& preceeded her to Africa
P

the year before, and who had token wp one of the six thOLSand_acre forms adjoining

i)

s ; 3

Solusi, The Camrichacl's followed t‘o vecks later, and Tripp an his parby rosted

D

in Cape Town walting for him to catch ups

]

The entire party left the Cape by train and procbeced as far as Hafeking which

mpm————

oy

was the rail head at thet time, Here they found Tred Sparrow with the waggons, He

3

had come down from the mission farm to guide them through Bechuanalandg::) On the.

night of June Lith, the party loft Hafcking for the mission fonn, and ucch/z cks later
‘ .-’L-(vl. . () . . 9 ) . 3 2 R ‘ r ,J. «
on Jﬁye 26thy“the party errived at their desvinavion, Here they found that Sparrour

—

{..J.

had built tuo rud hubs for them, Elder Yripp pibched hi tent on one side of the
- - ——

path, and Andersons and Cﬂ*ﬁiChaCW' occupicd one of the huts. The second hut was

) - v T i e o

peserved for the mission store, The noxt moming they broke oub their boxes and be-

-

gan trading with the nativc§2£>

. Elder Tripp made a tour of the miscion farm, He found a _fou acres of land

¢learcd and planted to crops, but there uese thonsands of acyes given over nainly o
,..-._:.—_e_ - o

—— - B —— - I .



South Afriea, iy was truly a most desolate looking pPlace," wrote Elder Trlo )Q

It might be well 4o put with ‘this statenent, the fivst dmpressions of the nission
T 0 MW s statemen

ferm as vrip ven by the next Sy erintendent 0 Ll Head, He wrotce shortl after hig

arrival, "Fop agriculture burposes, I woulgd prefer a form in Western Kansas or Leb-»

ralka, poor as they are, to o farm here, As g business emelpmueg I would not ~:Lch

& dollar for this biz farm of twelve thousand aeres anc be oblired to live on it for
& (&

-8 yeare He went on to Say he would not mind doing self-support work if they had the

nécessaz*y supplies to do i with, Mye ar*e about as well equipped for self-support

i

s~

work as a Carpenter would be if his tools consisted of a Saw, an axe and a jack-

knife,U It is uell to rex.lowber these sbatcnentu by the First two s uperinwndontu
s

of Solusi, for it hclns to lisht up the uruly hcrow achievements of mi sionaries
Y

on the fam during the first two aeca&es of the next century,

IJJ.tH..Ln a fevw day. the enbire pay: y Wwas hard ot worh, Uha tever pro"fre the

m_L.szn 154 ov"d mz2ke would come as a result of what thoy th&rmelvcu acconpln_shcd The

boa*d hud writien its instructions carbi‘ully, and the one which caused the most con-

. CCern Vas mumber nine uni cja,l“‘wd’«:"fhe pUn of the Foreign Mission Board is that the

lazy, Irf they 8re; o moh wasio oNeY bv sendine £hom hora
R e S

ryozii__s»l}’r-l,bg’madc elpsuppor'clng from the firvt, ecepb what nay bo neccssary to

glve the work a start of b'WJ.nninf“ that isy, to gev the nor starte d 50 that it L can
I8 e

ha ave SO"I thing by vhich to supnor'i, 1welfo" It also ruled that the re )resenuatlv

a5

of the Conference should not cngage in any ’c-"r 22{5c or trade on ﬁheir 0¥n_accoun

It secened rather strange to some of the workers in Rhodesia to find that 1f one

worked in Awerica he was elip gible for mupom: fro,'l the vithes but if hevw enu to the
\

mission f:cld he had to 80 as an entirely 0011 ~suppori,.»_;~zg x-rorkcz However the

miss ignern’.es made no pr otest, and se‘i; about as rapidly as possible {0 builg theixy
i .

hones, ga church, and 0011001’ & _store and workshops, Afber Spending the day in build-

ing and superintending farm opcrations, the evenings were devoted to language study,

Hider Tripp i‘ound that his age was against his learning the lanngago.s and wrote of the
- el T B

needs for more TOTLCrEgm T yant to say a vorg Turther aboup workers, I think you-
——

Will got the ideca quite clearly that workers for this rielq ebsolubely rust nos ba
- Sond sraine v !‘i@

e
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As they hod anticipated and hoped, the work of Dre. Carmichacl did a great

-

decal to break down the susplclon and preiudice of the native pezoples living eround

the mission, He was busy constantly, and ncver spared himself, He loved to_gc oub

N o g

[ e b
visiting the people in the ncarby kraals vhere he would treat their sick and tcll
—— — h——""—_’-_——-‘

them ebout the Lord Jesus and lis love, Bro. Goépp would often go with him and play

- - 9
oun.his French harp and try to sing to then, We saw try, because he was no singcroo

N

- . 1 1
The other workers living on farms adjoining Solusi were also active i doing

missionary works I Bo Burton made a walking trip of one hundrcd miles to the west

to visit the bushmen who occupied that portion of the Khalari desery, He spent sev-

eral days with them, Before he left they made an appwal to him for help. Because it

is typical of scores of appeals vhich have come to our workers in various parts of

Africa dowm through the years, it is included heregww B

"White Father, Brother:

‘We have been hunted by the vhite man and the black for many -
years now, oul' people arc being thinned out, soon there will be noth-
ing of us lefit, We have had to run for many yeave even in the land
which is ours, In many parts that belonged to us we are hunted like
game, Why? Our flesh they cannot eeb, our skins are of no account,
houses we have none, and we are tired, oh; so tired, We have no dogsj
we must be our own dogs to run down the game, W run dovn garme to
give us food, but whal are we being run down for? Ve are tired,
Won!t you come and live with us anc bz our protector? Won't you come
and teach us how to work the land? Give us seed, Ve will work, we
will be yowr children, and you be our father, all that you Uill tell
us we will doc" : ‘ ;

Walking back %o his mission farm, Burton pondered these words, Bubt he fell very

11 on the jourancy and was sick for many deys end barely made it to his hut. He

never returned to the bushien agaim@

The Rebellion

The new party had arrived abt Solusi in July, 13895, Approximately nine

monvhs later, the Metabele rebellion broke ocuby; and all work was suspended for

uiore than seven rmonbhs, There were a ymuaber of causes for the rebaellion. The

Africans felb il mxost wvas wnjust for vhitomen to come into their country and ’oz:kc@

over huncreds of thousands of acres of their best land, often driving them from it,



g
[

S condly ’uhe rindepest h'wd SWeps over the country, ang the natives lost their Ca

2 A N o v + - ~ 5 '?Ov O\_ 5
tle by thousang The government pol:c of des sbroying jnfcctcd herds cor mlet, 3

Infuriated ¢ the f'fm_c ns as they ¢ ould 5¢e no reason for killins catile which lere
' ——l— et vanen

not dead or cven eépparently s sick, Even as 1t we 8, 1t is proba Ly L 106 the rebel..

Llion wonlg het have broken ouu vhen it dig but for the Jameson Iaiczo Dr, Jamcum{g
\

had teken procts cally all the available polico forces in Rhodesia for his raig

—

into ’clze Tl""n‘ vaal Re U.bllC and ’(,h(a COIII”L:I’ was lC.Lb "HCbiC'*ll 7 de'enﬂ eless when
J p

he wgs captumd With his enfire foree, Vhatever the causes, the Hatsbeles roge in

armed rebellion in Larcn, 1896, Hundreds of Muropeans were 1':illcd on their forps

or when making tho:u* Way to points of sa J.Gujg The rebelleon came as g c/wrﬂa!c blor

\

to the m_suoa wo*k which had JLSb becn nicely start ted, F:t.naacially they viere 11ine
\ \\‘

ning out and theip Prospects ]oo‘rcd poocCB
\'—“.‘_‘\‘—.

Rtmzou‘r" of the rebnlllon reachegd 'L'qe mission, and 1, B. Burton wag sent w
.

to Buls: 2570 to find out what Vdo going 01, and what they "houl& Coe He had some
. \——\
nayzToy EScapr dﬂc'—:mrf /‘11’7.0911 war parties on the way, but he made it Safely, He

looeg up General ’J.O'thv and LoTQ hin of hig trip in ang of the folks still

]

out at Solusi, The Generel was skeptics B, saying that this wag impossible, as the

native Cormissionsy had assur ed hin '*ll L‘urovﬂan had been Yarned snd been broueht

L Bulawayo, Howevar at Burionts Sugiestion he called up the cormissioner g

have i verified, Yhen the commissioner' heard the question, he ¢ Pped his hangs

to his head and excls cimed; Wiy 66 ...» those poor Pcople have beep fo orgotten,n @

He Froupily pave ¢ orders that a1l of our folks shoulg come in to Bul auayo for prp..

teetion drraca diately, i

And so0 the niss S10L was broken upo Before leaving.., they diq everything pos--

§ible 4o protect theip broperty, The catile were left with a neighboring chicl yho
e ——
was friendiy, The goods were buried in cight differ cnt place.)., They fely bacly

abou? J.Ca'ring Their $hi coy-ive acreg of crops which vere nearly ready for horgest,

But there jme o tima fopr delay, Teking what things they could. w.Lt;h them in the

Weprins bhey ade theip way Lo B ‘Jm"l"o Llthou 4 they hag 807¢ narroy Cscapes on
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their vay to town, they evenbually reached there safely, That nipht they left
o VRS

Solusi, a war party of Hatabele came to the mission to kill them all,
. <t

- The party lived in Bulavayo from cerly April to the last of October, sleep-

ing in their vagzgons, It was a difficult and uncomforbable time, TFood was scarce
et rtesemsop st At

and oxtrenely expensive, The rindepest had destroyed most of the transport oxen in

the country, end the rebels had cub the main line of comsmunication with South Africa,

A column of a thousard Furopeans were fighting their way north from Mafeking, Twice

our workers made their way by night throush the cnemy lines to Solusi and robturned

—

with supplics of food, They reported that the mission Luildinws were sbill standine
Fadis (&1 7 <

.

; 1 1
but the crops were in bad shapg;:ED

1S

Rebuilding

On Oztober 2L the party of missionaries left Bulawayo and returnzd to the

mission farm, Here they found that the rcbels had managed to tske or kill all ex-

cept ten of thelr oxen, And these ton sickened and died shortly after their return,

Out of 175 fowls, only fifteen remzined, Heny of the things which had been buried

n the ground had beea destroyed by white anbs, Their finoncilal prospscts were dsri

e

indeed, espeeially in view of the very high prices prevailing throughout the coun-

try after the rebellioAEEEB

But the missionaries did not weste any time mourning over their losses.

They felt they wese fortunate in one respect, Solusi was the only mission inthe

entlre country which had not been Burncd and complebely ruined, The natives around

the nission had remained Loyal, but many of thew had been forced to flce for their

e

lives because of their loyalty. Elder Tripp wrote to the President of the CGoneral

Conference and cuilined their most pressing needs, These were nob personsl, for

they would contimic to live off of the land, Bub they did nsed woxliers, consecrated

men; ard neans for the erection of Wwildings, If they could only have a thousand

pounds, they could put up some homes vwhich miszht stand and thus replace the miser-
e ot

able mud huts they hed been using, Along with other setilers in the country, our

s e e S B R T feor canpensation frotidr lowss furrwred
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Elcer Tripp reccived two hundred pounds compensation, As this only ropresented
S Us

one fourth of what they had lost they felt it keenly, but it was bobtber tl an nothing,

A1l the oxen verc pone, so when the rains fell agqin near the close of the

«

‘year, the missionarics had to dig and plough thelr land by hand, It was a time of

real hardship with poverty grim and unrelenbing pTCSanL constantly down on thc
.\____.—-—.

The government forces had breoken the rebellion by destroying the nétive food sup-
S S——— [

Al

plies, The nstives themselves involved in the recbellion had been too busy Lighting

“to care for uhcir gardens. As a result there was a derrible famine which lasted for

nearly a yeur and killed thousands of Africans, Parenbs brough® their children %o

the missionaries yegzing then to Ldke thems Many parents were killing their ow

children rather ohan watch then die of starvation, Ouvr migsi lona 2ries began o take

in the poor orphans, These children could be won o Christ, They wovld be 2 help

around the mission, Gracually the mumber of these orphans increased until they hed
thirty in all, They ook thesc children in on faith, earncu’oly praying the Lom to

.

send them the necessary food and neans to purchase ibe Ab times theywere brougau
into very straightened c1rcun°bances° Once; curing the height of the famine, when

the nissionsries did not know where to turn for food, the Lrothren in South Afriea

V - 4 v A '- L] N -I
telegraphed twenty-four pounds with which they bought food and tided then cve£;”7j

Their hopes in these children were not misplaced, They did eccept of Christ, and
e —— —

some of them were among the first to be baptized sometinme later. Many went through

the school and went out to become some of our strongest workers in the czuse of Cod
R et SNSRI S B

in Southern Rlhiodesila,

By fpril, 1897, the line vas over, and the work could move zhecad, They

had not recciVed the funds they asked for to rebuild the missi ilon, bubt were hdppy

to hear that help was on the Uajb although at the tine het:rOoc, Elder Tripp did

not lnow vho vas coming, The new Lamily,

o

F, Be srmitage, wife end little doughber

Violct arrived ab Solusi in Sepbanber, 1897, and proved a great help, How happy
P'—-_-——_-—_
Elder Tripp :2s that he could put the Lraitoge femily inbo  a brick housc, Iirs.

—

Araitage vould be vorking im the scliool, "I an still of the opinion,% the supcrine-
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tendent, "that our wives camnot encure the work that is laid d_upon them unless

P : g .
yet more help is speedily i’urnlshcdow Hig i‘orebodn_n% vere soon to prove trag-

ically prophebic,

(<

In 1397, ¥lder O, A, Olsen, who had just completed eight years as President cf

‘

sit of necrly a yesr. Ile

the General Conference, came to_South Ifrica for a
“travelled throughou{; the vhole field accompanddd by L, T, Robinson .shortly before the
latter left for Ausbralia, Before he left the States, Olsen had rcquésted pernis-
sion of the Foreign Hission Board to visit the Ma abqle’l and Mission, but the bo'

had decided that in view of the great demand for meansg it vould not agree to pay

> 5] 19 LA ' L) (sl . ) A ] L |
the expsnse involved, However the South Lfrican Confercnce felt that he should

£y

make the trip, and paid his expesnses, His visit to Solusi brought great cheer and

eomfort to the workers, He arrived in Bulauwayo the lagt day of 1897 and Elder

Tripp met him and

4

took him to the mission fewm, Here he found Dr. Kate Lyndsay.

The farm locked good with forty acres in crops. On ncarby faris wer Bre’cirfcn

Coupp,y Lendsman and Durdon, There were four Sparrow brothers working the farus

of Petoerivessels, There was a nembership of L7 in the Sabbath School end an &v-

erage ebtcndonce of L6, While abt Solusi, Olsen visibted some of the sicarby kraals,

ould install the windmill which

L
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Dr, Kabe had d-nated. After wabching the mission progranme i'or a tine, Olsen ex

———"

EER ..

b s nis opinion that the Superintendent vas l:cp’c far too basy looking

after the work on the farm to push the evan clistic work as it should hec, From

niles sround shtudents were walking in daily to L:hC school, Why not establish

feeder schools in surrounding kraals, Flder Olscn asked, Wiission stations should

be planted e\r‘ergn-:heres" he wrote, Wrhere is plenly of water in this country, and

it is easily obtainaLl c°® Yes, water uas plon ifvl thab season, for the rains fell

rs

heavily snd continoucrly. One of the worst ycars for malaris in Fhodesian h SLory

>

was &t han
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Sickness and Death

Rarly in 3.898'9 lalaria struck doum many of the workers on the Solusi mi ssion,

A1l work stopped, and the enu.re mission wes converted inbo a hospital, Ir. Car-
—-——’—’.———-_-

michacl, the one vho ha ad bzen sent out to care for the oths sy was th. first to pzss

=

evway after a shorg illness. Then Goorge Tripps; foll wed oh so quic:ly by his father,
e e T o -

~

-the superintendent of the nission, lirs, Anderson and Hrs, T ipp Icft to fo to the

~

- Clarenoat Sanitarium at the Cape for a rest, Siortly after this s Mrs, Amli.tarre vas

—’——-__’_*\\ E
taken 111, As the only known way to save her life, she was talfon to the raJ_l"ay sta-

tion to tz2ke her out of the country on the down mall train, Elder Ar‘al tage and h is

1little Violeb accompanied hor, On the trzin she beeane mmch worsey and it secemed she

4

would die on ’uhe train. Elder Armitage pled with God to spare hory and at Kinberley
‘ i <A
she was taken from the train to the home of J, V, Wilson and wife vho were operab-

ing breats b rooms in the city, Two hours afber leaving the train, Sister Arnlmrre
L —— .

passed ziay, Back ab Solusl, W, H, Anderson coarricd on the vork alone, Vho would
‘————-—-—-—-——-—;-—

Y

) el r 1 . . .
come to teke the places of the workers who had follens Armitage and his daughter

coniinued on to the Cape vhere they remained for tuo months, and then returnsd to
ey > r ®) ) . B . i
Solusi with lMrs, Anders o*xw _ . J) : d

It vag not known by our workers wien thev scttled ab Solusi, that lMzlaria fever

is cai*riod by thc mosqullto, Their hones did not have screens ’ and tlere vere no
b —y e

mosqui ito ncb over their beds at night, It was knot oun that quinine vas a good nmedicine

for ualerla; but a muader of our workers in the early days hed conscicntisus convich -
N

ions against ¢ Z’J'_’l the drug, The missionaries who ’oool: quinine l‘lved@ :

(9}

There can be little doubs bus that the privations and hardshins which these o

nissioneries had passed Vhrough during the sicge of Bulevayo and during the i‘z:zzm’.ne( a)

which folloued their reburn o Solusi hed undermined their health and nade them m ore
susceptable to the fever, The General, Cion;"crencc Pullletin spoke of four feable

| . :
cath to be self~-supporting° Yes, it was

Ty - T3 crendt SR AP g P S
Hetabele Mission, soruggling aloost to

(o]

~—— -
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g,ll’r*’ to the Ceath, !
s
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The heart-brezking struggles through which our workers passed during the

first years in Rhodesia were not unmarked in heaven, The following statements

from the Spirit of Prophecy pre pertinents--

"(/"”’ e poverbty of the misslons in Afrlca has recenbly been opened
efore mo, lissionaries were sent fron America to the natives of
Africa, and no provisions made for them to find support, They have
suffered, and ave still suffering for the necessitics of life,

Think of it} God's mis *ionaries, reacy to suffer the greatest in-
convenicnces in order that the z"css%e of mercy night be carried to

" those sijling in darkness in heathen lands, are not sustained in thelr
worlk,e 't ' -

Wissionarics have been sent to that ficld, (A.LI‘.LCU\) the most
despitube country on the globc, and heve been to'ld that no means coula
be supplied them, they rust be self -supportinfeses

iThose who are labouring in Tar off lands, even in famine dis-
tricts, have been told that they st sustained L‘lc“zsc-.vom The mis-
sion Board couvld not hel,p then, It would be i‘ {ty times nore anp'eo~
pricte for snch werds from the lilssion Board to be sent to the work-
ers in countries vhere there is some Eimd of a showing, but no@

2

countries where there 1s positive stervation on cvery side.®

New Recruits ’ -

st o om0

Soldiens of the cross had fallen in the conflict, Who would come to take
their places, A party was sclected lo go to Africay and by the cnd of 1898 they

had passed through Englandg and ecsrly in 1897 were in South Africa. At the hzad

of this new party was F, L, Mead who wag to take Flder Tr ipp!s plece &s Supwm—- .

tendent of the Mission, With him came Dr, and lMrs, Green, Bro, and Sr, Lloyd, and

Bro,Chancy, Since they had arrived at the Cape during the time of heevy rain in

Rhodesia, it vss decided not to send them up until late in Harch when the ra ins
e AT .
. were Crawing to an end, They did not waste their time st the Caps; bul werc busy

studying the Benbebele lénguage, the one spoken by the Hatabeles, Sg,n{'¢£>¢/9 (a =5

The party left the Cape by train, The reiluay had been pushed on up to

Bulavzyo shortly after the close of the latabele wobellion, so this parly trav-

elled in much greater comfort and safoby over the long miles yetuncen Helcking and

Bulavayo than had the pacbles {ravelling in ox waggon in JS“Z; and 1895, They sre

ret et the statlon by inderson and Armitage, and &ll procecded to the fara togsincrs

E\:TQA.- 31;..-‘. o8 — SO L U ) o B n oo R ] . ~ ) RO 105
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needodt imnedlate abtention. He wrote: "We find more work waiting for each and

all than we can possiblyy do, so we appeal, send us help and send it at onco,'@
I GO, pPeals

The new \;or" ps oot to work &t once, The natives had been cagerly walting

the arrivael of teachers, Tuo outschools were speedily opened, Elder Awmaitage book

a team, some trading goods, aund with Brother and Sister Lloyd and B1 other Chaney
drove tuenby~five miles north, pitched a tent, built two hubs; end declared the

ssion statlion opened, lMead and Anderson took enoiher feam, some tradi nz goods,

and went six miles south, pitched a tent, and declared a third station open, A

S

the main stati on, Dr, and Yirs, G*’cen were busy carrying for tLe sick, and Wallter

S0

'hieacl vas Llooking ofter the storee. FElder Hesd was én the go nearly 21l the time,

"..8ince he had to go to Pula 2yo and pwcnasc ano transport 21l their trade poods,

"and then distribute them to the ‘uhree stores opcrating. After three months on the

‘3w

station he could dsclare, "Every weck tub one sincc e reached Hatabsleland, I have
W‘ L P ’
slepl from one to five nights on the Wagedn, No chwm our niissionariecs wero

worn out, and wore out, Before the end of the ycar he cou‘ch repord “Lha‘c. many neceded

buildings hed bg,e"x erected, The five months they had spent thore had been fulld of

Yhard monual 1a bour," Miss Hiva Stairr had been forced to leave bscause of i1l

healt}g:j Thus the mission went into the opening days of the twenticth century,
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PURLISHING WORK

wJd

BEGLINTIG ARD GROWIH OF T

LI}

The first picces of Adventist litcrature to enter Soubh Africa were coples

of the Signs of the Times, and Advent Revicw belonging to William Ihmt, Those. pa-

pers he circulated to the believers which sceepted the truth around Kimberley,

/

The Missionary par'ty which came to South Africa in 1887 had with them two col-

porteurs, Anthony and Burleigh, They brou"‘-t U:).uh then a gunorou., supply of our

tracts, papers, and booi-cs. I‘rom the time they lanaed they were busy ab work: d:z..,-'

tributing the literatur from hou to house, Wi uhm three months afber they had

’ ) 1
arrived, they had .)old two hundred and fifty coples of bmuel. and Revelation,

These colportours also assisted ab the tent mc—:e'blngf held in Jamary in Capf’ Town
" sel_.:_n l_x.corature to the people who cams, MNob only did they soll mo;urm '] booLs

and papers, but by the middle of 1888 they hsd taken four hund:ca QJ..D..:\' iptions to

no

Good Health, and an equal number for the Dritich od tion o;ﬁ' Present Trutha
, g q

Xl

Yery soon afte he a‘ﬂrwed o ) oouth tfrica; D, A, Rob__n son came to sce how
helpiul i"cvx-;ould be if they ha;i_ a 1iLL‘Lo hand press with ’Jhlch to Drln’c. announce-
ménts sermons and eppeals, | These could he c‘xisnr;v. uted to those atbendin ihc, nheet-
ings. So he app aled to thc Revicw and lerald, .n‘ as a resﬁl’o that institutlon
purchased and sent out a small h.and press early in i889° During 1888, the total
_ amoun’_c of literature sales reached oniy L 35,

- South African license 1;&1 for sclling boolks prove'd’ a sérious obsbacfl.e to
ouxr 'colr')or’ceur 1rorls from the ;v*ory begiming, Inguiry s t:ed.tha'b azlicens'e, to
sell b')oks would cost L 20, which was quite a sunn of moncy in those dayse For-

tunately, just aboubt thls time, the British and FOL‘CLEﬂ BLble Socie -y approached

‘the government with the request thet their colpor‘beursbe exenpt .’."rom paymén"o ol
this fee, Thelr requess was' gran"ocd; and the exomption wes made sufficicitly broad
80 as to include our colpor-t‘ours when the vy handl od bl 1‘3;3. 5 i;ir:rattlreg There was
one provision,‘ hoiiever, and that was that the colporteurs must receive pb least a

L

part tm" salery froa the organization,
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took over the newly formsd Tract Society, A

© spend his time more profitably by scatiering our literature among the thousands

: of sallors from all parts of the world who visited Cape Town on board their ships.

Lo our South African brebhren saw hou the literature could be sold; they
Joined in the work, However they felt there was much to learn in ordczt 10 be-
come slilliul czmassers, Socarly in 1890, a rcquest was made to the Ceneral
Conference to send soreone oub who cou'l.d mutmc’o the*n in the prz,nc:_ples of pos-
pellsalcsmenshlp, The Gener'ﬂ Conference granted the request, and B, M, horrv-
son was .instructcd to go from Ausr,raj_la to South Africa o hold some insti ’ou'b-eso
Shortly after arriving at 1;11e Capsy, he held an institube wh_ich a mumber of colpor-
teurs attended, some of them Lliving in ovn{; Se |

n Late in 1889, Bro, and Sz, Dmillard arrived from Americao Mrs, Druiflard

H:

r v Bro, Druillz ra was kep{; busy

running the little presJ thch Liad been sent overy but it was £elt tha'b he could

6
So for scveral years s he vas our chip missionary, and visited the ships which

called in Cepe Tovm, During his first yes» he so 'l one L 1h0 worth of books and
papsrs oh board ship,

The colporteur work spresd to obher parts. Bro, bchulr,z CuerCQ mAny

“books with him on his tour of the Free State and the South African Republico’

Therb were colporteurs vho visited farsoff Hatal, and nany were busy in the Cape

Province, A Al farr was can\rasul g in Queenstomm where he took 100 arders

for "Han, the Masterpicce, By the middle of 1892, theve were ten canvessers in

~the ficld and thedr to’o'ﬂ deliverics for the twelve month period amounted to

2

over L 3,000f It scems incredible,
Brother lorrison was very Vc'L'l. satlsficd with the progress the colportours

were making in their work, It was not possible for him to remain long in Socuth

Africa, Before returning to Australia, hewrote a long letter to the General

Canference pointing oul the nced i‘or boolzs in both English and Dudch In clos-
ing he said, "Sead us a man of large crecubive wbﬂ)t r who will encourage and
2 [ O

push the canvessing vork." Brother Druillard who closed up this letter could

¥



Chepter Seven : D

not refrain from adding his owm post script in these t~fordss--—'?Tl'1cse are ny
tentinents too, and no doubt of all, or will be afber the natter is cafe.'\llly
considered i 10 In 1393, DroLm,r Horrison returned to South Africa and spents
another six months with the colporbcurs, lle found them selling chiefly our

health and nedical books, The I oreign lHission Board approved of this but only

unvil Patriarchs and Prophots could be prepared and furnished to then in both

Dutch ond Englishe This book was to be folloved by Bilile Readingso

— The large church building in Cape Totm had meantime been complebed and
» wes dedicated in 1892, TIn the basement rooms of this building might be found
the Tract Soclety Office, MHere also s scb up the little press vhich Lad bveq

" sent from America, If op°.<'ated here for some yeam vhen it was moved cut ’co

v

occu;ﬁy aqmall cobtage neaf ’r,he entrance Lo Uu.uon College in CJarmonuo Two rooms
of thé— school adainistrabion tuilding were also useci by the prirrbinrr x-.forl:

. During the boom years lasting poug gy from "892-—1098 xhen co Jany larpe
instid vuuions vere ercdbed, there secmed to be enough money for every project, But
there seemed to bs, hoi ':evors no ILD.'LOTCUU or Gesire o erect a j.arge pablishing
plant, Perhaps this was just as wall, for when the hard times ceme and the bit in-

stitubtions had {0 revrenchy the little press }Lepu rolling alonr7 in its owm small Vg o

Periodicals,
Sl va

o issve a papsr to sell to

~
b

Duflm the 'lm.tf‘r arh of 1895, it vas (’sci ded

¢ to issue these papers as De Vac‘ms._

B @il

the public containing our message. Ih wes agree

in Puteh, and ths South African Sentinel in English, Those papers were to car:
s

the nessage and be sold to dle general public, The first ed’tioh was one of li,300,

% the reception was so enbhus iastic from the colporteuvrs and the c‘hurch menbars
that gt the bLoglming of 1896 this was increased to 10,000 in English, and 5,000
iil Dutch, The subscription price wes only three shillings six pence per year,

~

nge ecircecvlation of thes

©

tio papors was to }mro an up and down exparicnce,

The year 1895 vas also memorable &5 tho one in vhich we issued ovr Iirvsh

tract in the vernacular, This was in the Kaffir lanmamc. Other Tansunera:s uora
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added from time to time as %he missionaries {0 the north submitted vernacular
material for tracts, school textbooks, songbooks and 50 one In July oi 190k,
three thousand copies of a Sesuto tract on the.Second Coming of Christ were print-~
edOIB Four yeers later, the firsb literature for the ndtives in our churches in

Hyasaland vas printed in the Hanyanja language,

The South ffrican Publishing Company

The publishing plant in South Africa remained small for many years, Tb

was not equipped to print books, and the two papersy, the South Africen Sentincl

“and De lecntor were never very largeo Through the years the nunber of copies of

the € papers printed fluxuaund according to the amount of promotion glven the

apers b the canvassers and the publishing secrbtarlc,s° One year the subscrip-
74 & .

.-

tion to De Vachter droppad to low that it was decided to dieSontinue it for a bine
O et a8 ot Wb - .

and uuqsLlcuto a Gufman paper pﬁinted in Hemburg, but De‘Wachtop vas resurreched

agaln;i Iﬁ 1899, a special mmber of the S Qenulncl was issued dealing with the Boer
Var vhich had Just broken out, and 2,500 copies were sold in Cape Town along,
Agaiﬁ vhen the Vorld war‘I broke out, a specia% cditbion of'tﬁe Sentinel was pring-
 v ed and seventy thousand were sold, 36 Iin lQOh, a third paper was started called

the South African liss sionary, This was a conference paper; sent out to 211 the

missionaries; workers, and be11GVers, SOmetmnes for a small fee, sometimes frec,
It contained rionthly rcports of the progfess of the work, DLrln" Lhe hard times
of the early years of the ninteen hundreds, this papsr was somebimes issued very
seldom, and occasionally it was only mimeographed, The HMissionary continued unbil
shoxtly after the new Division was organized, vhen its name was changed ﬁo the

Socuth African Division o lock,

Through the years a mumer of oditors woro_assigned'to care fof these pa-

.porso Usually they were men carrying obher responsibilitics, Professor El{fers
often carried a large share of the” responsibility Lfor De De VWachter, MNany articles
appeared in Je VWachter whieh were translations Srom the Inglish in the Sgntinc%o

Those who served as editors of these papers for a failrly lonz period of tine wo
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0, 0, Fortner, W, B Hyatty, Io J. Hankins, and lirs, W, B, White, Still another

paper started i 1910 and was lssued for only a short tine, Cdl_.OCL TheSiens of
the Tinmes 38 |

- Duﬁng the var yéars the brethren gave nmuch study as to how to rea.ch the
thousands of .Lar'mc.rs living in the rural cdistricis, Evangelistié necbings coﬁld
not reach then, To carry the gospel to ’oherﬁ,, it was .decid."ed ’bo send out pregularly
the nissionary periodicals, By 19169 some 9,000 COP.LGo of the Sent: mol and de
Vachter vere being sent 6ut monthly, This effort bore remarkably encouraging -
sults, MHany calls began to come in from intérested persbné., ‘Some of these people
actually began to keep the Sebbath before sseing a single worhero 18,

The Souun Afrlcan Publishing Couvanj haa a number of managers through the
years, Iv was no easy task 'th"y haa to I’oc> the bills Zl'Ld and the papﬁr:;.r‘o:!.w
out, Ay timcs they were able to do a Libtle commercial println'* to help ouu0 |
The first of these nanagers was A, Dyuillard, and among others nm.gln", be mentioncd
R. F. liePherson, George Israely Shaw Tarr, J, ¥, Johnson, and Q. Py Cragcmw The
small ccope of the work will be seen when ve note that the uocal assets of t’ne con-
" pany in 1907 only emounted to five hundred pounds, and the annual output was threc
hxindi'cd. A year later asse'{;s‘ware listed é’o oﬁly a llxﬁzdx'ed and sixty pounds with
one Wuilding and two employeesi 20

Fin;reo are aveilable for only a four of the years for the leCUJ tion off
the Seszinel and de Wachiery but the i‘oilé:i ng table will give sonc idea of hotr
these papers .g;ef.»f énd diminished in circulstion, Sometines .the colpor’ceurs sold
them by the hundreds and even thousands., Tn 1915 a special cdition was brought oud

dealing with the Var Lhen raging in Burope, and 70,000 were soldo Yet in thot
20g

. .

sarie yeary the number of pald subscriptions for both papers was ozﬂ.y 2855
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| Year The Sentinel De Vachte: ‘g_oxzﬂ“;)jgwd - _§pecial IEditions
: circuLats.on i

1896 10,000 - 5,000

1001 , 2,500 2,500

1905 4,000 |

191, - . 25,000 | 25,000

1916 ‘ 556,000

1917 1,000 9,000

1918 11,150 3,000 R 2 e -

e - 20

' The Colporteur Vork

During these years prici to 1910, the colporteur work p;raciuélly declined,

Tines were hard, and South Afrlca was in r,hc grip of rious depression, In
“order to evold paynent of a high license fee, the colporteurs in ’ché Soﬁ.‘oh African
Union Conference had bsen put on half salary from the early daysozl Vhen Elder
| R, C. Porber arrived in 1907 he found the Union Conforeﬁce decﬁ)lf in debt, In

ordsr to help liguidate this debb and evoid fur her J.nvolvmenus the canvasscers
were asked to bocome completely solf—supporbiﬁgs and were dropped from the Con-
fercnce payré’}.lo% The t-:prkers résponds-d nébly, aﬁd beféi‘e the year- was outy
Elder Porter uas &ble to report tha‘c.. during the first six months under the self-
support plaﬁ, the colporteurs had sold more books than in any other six months?t
period during the previous four yeaz?s°23 ot long afvor thisy G, Ho Clarke was
sent out to head up the colporteur work in South Africa, Ip January, 1910 he ab-

2] . V T . . . ]
tended g Conference held in J hannesbarg vhich uas rather like a campmecting. As

one result of his su Ugc* bions, a field cay was proc] almecd, and cveryom ettending
oh

the conference wenlt out sclling boo-wo Over a thousand vuerc sold, Duridne this
(&)

pame confercnee, Clarke persuaded tuenty persons to enber the canvass 1ing worke
The youngest carvessey in the Union was Hugh Williams, the fourtcen year old son

of the President of the Cape Conference, vho in elght hours sold tuclve coples of
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Coming Kinz, Barend de Beor travelled through the Free State selling bLools on

his motorebicycle, When Clarke arrived in South Africa, tllefe had been only seven
cngasse'r-' in the field, lv‘;’ithin six months the number hagd increased to thirty, 4One
cél_por’oeur gave up a I, 30 a month job to 80 canvassing, Within two days he had
taken 1L 20 worth of orders Tor one ge boolk, 25 .

The colporteur work conbinued o grows Hany of choso UhO in tine to come.
‘weez to go into the fieclds to the nowrth and east as m:.sswnarleo, gained th,_r
first Ok’O°l"lGZ"C€)S in the work wvhile selling bOOIxS in South Africa, Among many
'w'ero such workers as E, H. Howard, G. W, Shone, Ca Robins'ng, Barend de Beer; i)
N. dz Beer, G, A, B Beve b, IT. B, Burton, and Joel Rogers, Within two yeérs
i salcg had 1ore than doulled reaching a new high of L 2,750 in 1910, \ Clarke
con’uinued to push the canvassing work vigorou 1J for five years when he was re-
Placed by George C, Jenks, Jenks remalnea in ch arge of the col.poruchr worx until
.ai’tez' the new Division was formed in 1920, Y

- Student Parbicipabion,
Having the publishing plan"o on the grounds of Union Colle'ge proved a great
help {:o many of the students who were gble by vorling in the p"n 55 to help pay

g the;r,_ .,crxoo‘! exponues, "he students were also urged to go out and sell books and

n eup’*c.tally tne nonthly papers, In 1897, Jo Bk Po gers took a band of college boys

ou’r, .m to Lhe Eastern Provmce of the Cape to shoy ‘Lhcm how to tak subscfiptiohs for
our magazines, 28 ot much cane of it, however, for several ye'ar'.»o T4
canvaSSing class was started &% Union Collepe, 29 Clarke saw no reason why the
nevly started colporbeur scholur"hip Plan wiieh was proving such a sucecesg in other
countrics should not prove cqually successful in South A.wica; In the sumicr oi‘
1209-~1910 he ‘ool cight students from the Collesze out and helped them earn 4heir
scholarships, The Tolloving swmier -hhc ¢id the same with anothér group and they

30

proved cqually successful,
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Pirst Africen Colporscurde

The firsh powerfuvl Lfricanevan %lm’t Sacveloped in-the Jission fields were

P,

________,——-—O

~ Richard Mjko and Jim Mayenza, The formel Was & Kaffir who spenb his life wori-

ing in the Union of South Afifica, while Jin worked in Uhu Rhodesias, dJin udEs one

of the first to be baptized ab Solusi iitssion, and althoush a native of lort thern
RS - . i

Fhodesia, he spent many ycars in the Southern terriltorye For man;)f resrs be long-
s

—1

ed %o bz able to go out into the ficld ana sell books amond his ozm pbop’f.oo ALs

eaﬂ]y as 1905 he had started out 1o canvass, onlj %o be thrown into prison be-

cause he had no license Lo Se_.l booka, From 1000-—1009 Jim was in Northern Rho-

desia awong his own Lribe, but on h.Lo return to So Llusi, he sndicated that he had

e ———————— N

never given up his ambition to sell books. Year after year he kept alter the

brethren, asking them %o geb him a license, Bub tires were hard and money was

h]

scarce and the fee vas fi 1Ly }gouncw., So el wondered whether Jin would stick to

the work lonz enough Lo make ib ¥ h while to get him the license, At length
oS e =

Jin said 1 ‘mt if the brebhren vould not geb him the license, he would sell some

of his cows to raise the woney for ite Wo C. Walston cnvered into corraespon-
’,/_-——._-'-———-—-—'

,dence with the propesr officer of the Southerrn Fhodesian government in Salisbury,

'_i‘.lAﬁ,er sonz negotistion, the coveted Ticense was iscued free, and Jin was supre-

nely heppye. For many years he oonu:mucd to combine selling bool»:s vith atrong
N

evangelistw efforts axony the Hatal bele peoplee }x&thin six .mnth,; af

ver Ye-—

—

cesving his license, Jin had sold L 65 worth of books, Richard I-Eoko cdovn in

the Union went around through Kaffirland se elling books, often travelling with

fhe "gospal vaggon" oX which more will be sald 1ater, These two Africens shoured
’/——-__-___—'

. what could be done, and paved the waye Sinee that time, hundreds of conscerabed

Mfricans have followed these nv*ajw-»b]au 5 and have scabbercd many books.,

The Sentine) Publishing Company

For many ycard, the small poorly equippcd printing plant in South Africa
did not try to print anything Jarger than papers and pamphlebs, Boo"ﬂ for the

1

colporbonrs had to be orderc .4 from the Bcho Publishing House in Lustralia, vne
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Memburg Press in Germeuy for Dubch bools, and from the Neview and Herald, and the

Pacific Press in the United ‘S"oa'i',éso At Tirst each 1ittle conference tricd to stock
the boc;ks needed b;{ its colporteurs, In 19053 the Natal Traﬁsvaai Conference asked
the Genersl Conference for two hﬁndred pounds cepital with which to lvay in a stock
of books for its canvassers., This was granted; and the credit sent to ’o’.ﬁe Echo

82N, 33

During the war years, transportation of books from forelgn countrics was
often interrupted, and was always very slove, The Week of Prayer Readings arrived
after the new year had opened, The Brethren in Soubh Africa appezled 4o the

General Conference for money with which to enlarge their printing focilities, The

. request was turned over th the Review and Herald Publishing Board, which agreed to

help to the extent of two hundred pounds to enable them to buy a sbiteheor and

y 3 ’ . LIRS ~ ’ ) -
sorne obher necessary equipment, 3 In the micdle of 1916, the South African

. Union Conference took charge of all the boolk work in the Urdon territory, and

5oz

a centregl book depository to supply the whole field, A Publishing

rmalttee was orgenized with a board of ten representstive men from various parts

ot
of the Union. The nevwly organized Press uas knoin as the Sentinel Publishing
o S 35 : | by
Conpany, VYhen the Union College closed its doors for the last time in 1917
preparitory to moving the school to Natal, the Publishing House was able to move
into larger quarvers and incrcase its werk,
- Hearwhile some of the missions were beginning to think of printing some of

their own literature, It seemed a long and tedicus process to send all vernacular

1iterature to the Cape to be seb up, Proofs often weeks travelling back and forth

and the work was rafimm delayed, Malamulo Mission sent in a request as early as

191l for monsy to buy a small press s bub they were told to wail, TFinally in 1918

the General Conference at Fall Council vobed to supply a small job press fox “the
Halamvlo lMission, This was to ba the firct, but not the list of mission presses.
e

The Publishing work greatly espanded during the ver years. Wages increased

and nore neonle uere bHe to buvy baools. 1lew baoks were issued froqt the Sentinel Lo
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the colporteurs and the Hission ficlds to the north, A book on the pr op1 cles .
of Danicl wvas prepared by Mrs. 1.. B, White and printcd in the Zulu lang.agee

In 1918, the Review and lergld came forward with enobher gift of L 200 to help

5
print literature in the Vernacular languages. The press became so busy that
for the first tm\, in many years they found themsclves unable to accepl any oul-
; 5

side commercisl work, The profit for two years amounted to L 1L3, 37T 1n 1920
sore L 2,090 worth of nat:.ve 1luoratur'e, md L i 7,118 worth of anllsh md
Dutich books and periodicals were sold, 38

Under the impetus of an ever incressing membership and a growing demand,

the time had come when the publishing work vas to be greatly expwlcuo
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CIAREMONT UNTOH COLLEGE

We have already told how during the latter part of 1892, twenty-three acres
of land vere securcd in Claremont, and two buildings erected to serve as a college
for our young people in South Africa, Professor Eli B, Miller, who had been teach-

ing in the Battle Creek College was chosen to come to South Africa and head up the

nev school, With Miller and his vife came Harmon Lindsay and Miss Sarah Peck.

Vhen he accepted the cliss, Hiller was well aware that educatiopal methods differ-

ed preatly in British caintries from the Anmerican system, So during the summer of

1892 he made a considerable étudy of textbooks dealing vdth British methgds and

ﬁroblems relating to a difféfent cirruculun, 2 fhe college buildings vere coiplet—

ed near the close 1f 1892, and in Decenber fhe South African Cénfercnce held a meet-

ing in the Ttuildings and there it organized, Profescor Miller waé already on the

ground, and wvas planning the ;':érl-f for the college, The Cape Times dated Jénuary

_h. 1893 carried aﬁ advertisement of the college, and students vere invited to write

to the principal for particulars reganiing the vork offered. The school.opened on

the'first of February, 1893.3 | ‘ _
Professcor Miller was the principai of the school for two years. lle found

the work very different from vhat he wés accustomed to in Batile Creek. Wiﬁh'a

church membership of less than two hundred, it was quite evident that the school

could not operate eccnomically if only Advenﬁist ybung beople vere adnitted. As

a result, from the very start, therc vere as many students from the outside as those

coming from Adventist homes. This made it diffioxlt to operate the school as an

Adventist institution., Some of the American nethods used in the school vere not re—

garded favoratbly by the South African constituency. The enfollment did not hold up,

and by the end of the second vear, ther: were only thifty students in the school

hoves .h-

Brother Miller's health vas not goed and he severed comnection with the
school at the end of 189} to po out inte the field for a time. It was sugrested thnt
he spend some time studyving She South Africane duc tional system.5 This did not work

out, and in April, 1895, the Millers roturned to Americ vhere he died,

To fill the vacancy created by lhe resignation of Irofesrcor iiller, the Con-
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ference asked Vrs, Druillard to take charge of the school uwntil such time aé a
permanent principal could be secured. She took hbld of the vork in the school
wifh»viaor. The constituency had the.utmost coﬁfidcnce in her, and in the teach-
ers she had with her in the school. Mrs, Druillard wished to make it as much of
an Adventist school as possible, and at the beginning of the year she proposed to
try a vegetarian diebt, With the consent of the parents, the plan vas put into
effect, Mosl gratifying results were reported, for during .the entire year, not a
single case of serious illness occurred amgng the students, Assisting Ers. Drui-
" Ylard duriﬁg that year of 1895 were her husband teaching the carpentyy claéges,

" Professor Salisbury, and Grace Amadon,' .

.When Yrs. Druillard came to the échcol, che did‘discoﬁer one type of ill-
ness vhich vwas very prevalent.among.the students, This illness took the form of
great weakness vhich descended just at the tinme whén the school Bell fang in the
rmorning and prevanted the student fron lezving his bed. It was also very cormon
on Satrath morhings. Mrs, Hfui&lérd quickly cured this type of illness by decreeing
that the very best remedy for such cases was to spend the entire day fasting in bed.
“Vhile at first the students voiced rather loudly their preference for "the nild
and pedceful reign of Brother Miller", it was not 1éng before they buckled dowm
and some very solid, thorough stuwiying was done before thé end of the yea

In 1896, the Druiilafds returnes to America, and Professor H, Elffers the
Dutch teacher at the collegé, took the principalship for one year., At the close
of 1896, the first students were graduated fron the college., These vere Dores
Robihson, son of the president of the Confer nce, and Villiam Sutton, a young man
not of.our faith, Sutton had been brouzht to the college by.his father aristocra—
tic father two years bf;fore° His father had staved with him in the college home
for three days before leaving his son, Each night during this time, Sutton had
placed his shoes in the hall to be shined. Prdfessor Salisbury vho was in éharge
of the boys dormitory saw them there, and carefully took thea énd-polished them, The
night after his fﬁtﬁer left, Sutton apzin put his shoes in the hall, and nothing;hip~.
. pened to them, HNext morning Sutton éas valking all over the building czlling loudly
"Boott&?lbootsi Come polich my choes." At Jength onc of the students told hin thet

each one had to lte his ovn boots in this school,?
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Segregation

Yhen the church school opencd in Claremont in 189h, it was decided that
there chould be no colour bar, In this school, the majority of children came fron
non—ﬁdvéntist homes, From seven parents came intimations that they would with-
draw their children from the school if coloured children were admitted. The o n-
'mittee adninistering the school stood firm, and none of the children vere with-
drav EO - In later ye rs a special school for coloured chlldren was opened up

in oonnectlon v:th Union College. While Helen Hyatt vas teachlng the vhite ehild-

ren in the college church school, her mother was teaching the coloured children on

the same grounﬁé. Tt was extremely difficult‘to draw the line. In one family, one
child zas admitted to Miss lyatt's classroom, vhile his brother, belng a 11tt]e
darker was sent to Mrs, Hyatt's coloured schpol' 11

Our message was goinﬁ to the African tribss in South Africa, Some of those

who were accepting the truth, were partially educated, and wished to come to the
g 3 P 3 3

college to study further that they might prepare to enter the lLord's worh. Prof-- .

essor J. L, Shaw vho came to Claremont College as principal in 1897 vas sympa-—

;thetiCQ He did not realize the depth of feeling on the subject ariong the people
of South AfrlCd vhere the colour bar has always been as rigidly held as in any

part of t»e old South, To him, the studants in the college had 2 real duty to per-

form. They wepre to take thece African students, frech from their native villages,

and teach them the vays of civilization, They wvere to chow theﬂ thn ne{nLnr of

prorer dining foom deportnent, how to sleep in beds and how to make them, how to

take baths and how to year civilized clothing. A number of these Afrians from
¥affirland and Basutoland were accepte) as students in the college, and some re-
mained as late as 190h, Rut the plan was not a permanent thing, and it could not
be calt d a subcess. A punber of parents withdrew their childrsn from the school,
Ther- was another problem vhich confronted the College board.in the early duys.
Should, or chould not the college offor courses vhich would ﬁ”ke it posFiche for thc.
students to qualify to take the South African matriculation exemin.tions. The con—

stituency of the school verein favour of doing so., The overseas brethren, on the

other hand felt that it was contrary to the tead inge of the diurch., The Jird.vias
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into the miscion fizlds and proclaim the message, To prepafe the students for
matriculation would male it necessary for them to take subjects vhich the board felt
were of little value, A further objection was raised in regard to the future of
students vho might be qualjffed to sit for matricnlation. Would these student not
find doors opened to them in the comnercial world and thus be 1t to the cause of
God? The lattor view prevaik d, and it was not wntil C. P. Crager cume as

principal in 1908 that matriculation vas offered to stuients in Union Colleée.l

Administration

" Professor Shaw vas folloved by V. A, Ruble ﬁnﬁil 1902, vhen C. H, Hayton
wvas appointed principal,,a.position he held for five years, -Hayton had come to
South Africa as a plumner to work on the Claremont Sanitarium vhich vias then being
buiit. After this was finished, the College FPoard beihg ;hort.Of teachers, and
learning that both Hayton and his vife could teach, invited them to fill some
vacaneies in the college, They accepted and joined the staff in 1896, ' Some of
the loczl supvorters of the school expresseq horror that anyone vho had thus vorked
:with his hands should te invited to teach the young people.12

Misd onary activity aﬁ the schoél vas pushed forvard. Young peoplc went axt
on Saturday nirhss to hold street meetings in Vynberg., The seeénd_class of young
peorle graduated in 1901, These were Helen Hyatt who bégan her long teaching careex
in the Cape Towvn church_school;'ﬁiliiam Haﬁpt vho entered thq cbnference school pre-
paritory to eﬁtering on ministerial B bour, and Arthur Cormin who begam  teadiing in
the college.13 To mission bands vere in operation at the college. The teachers
of the school rejoiced to see these workers coming forth. It would help to roll

“aﬁay the reproach that the college was training no wofkers.l3

At the time this clase graduated the course consisted of ons year's training
atove hich school 1ev§l. Helen Hyatt had come with her parents to South Africa in
1298 and spent three years in the college aﬁd finiched the normal course,

Durinﬂ.the first five wvears of ite cperation, the college vias wgil supported

by the'c&nferencc. The receipts of the conference had been exceptionally 1argé

during thore years, Many peronal gifts vere made to the school, All neccscary

and destirakle emidnrent wae provided for the collerc. The vpioneer dave of hardship
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and do-vithout lay ahead. Becavse o flnaPClal appropriations to the coilege
from the Conference, tuition rates vere get cxtregely Yow, so the students were
Su sidized in their education, Following the arrival of Elder W, S, Hyatt in 1898,
the free flow of dunds into the treasury ceased, and hard times came, Bepeciaily
was this true of the years immediately Tfollowing the A ose of the Anglo-Zoer Viar
in 1902, A financial depression de&cended on all of South Africa vhich lasted for
five years, During those years of depression,n,t was found 1mposclblc to raise the_
tuition rates which had been set low during the tnne vhen the ‘conference was able to
subsidize the colle ge 1iberaily. As a result, }rOLCSSOT Huyton and his staff faced
extromely difriar it times. Wages were very low umong the teachers, the eingle vork—
ers receiving as little as sixty pounds pbr Vear. Not even this was alveys forha--
coming promptly, Time after time, at the beginning of fhe nonth the prwnc1u~] or
businecs Manager vas forced to 0317 the teachers to see hlm and as X vhat was the
bare mininum of money on vhih they could live during the comin:‘month,51nd then
advance it to them, At the end-of each p ar, the confercnce vould alwéys advance
sufficient monsy 4o the college so nothing vas oving to the teachers when thé newr
_‘SChoal year began, But times were close. The students sat dovn mors than once to
a breakfast of frosh tonatoes and browm bread. The students viere very poor, znd
ProJessor Hayton tried to g¢\° them as much vork as possible, even though ut tlnes
1t Was purely “maden work, MNot having any paying indus tries, and at the sane time
allowing}tbe students so nuch credil on tuition on non~rehunbrat1vn viork rea lts in
the school being pernetUﬁlWY Qhort of cash vith vhich to pay current exnenses.ll
lﬁnn the school opzned in February, 1901, harc vere 93 pupils in alJ
grades, half of vhon carne from outride homes., There were tventy girls and ten boys
living in the school homcs%il This consisted of the second ang third floors of the
main building at the college, The boys had the LOp floor the girls vere on the secorg
and bencath thom vere the d:nlnn roon and 1n1ustr%q1‘rooms. This arrangenent. vas
'rneponsvo]n Tor come amusing events in dormitery life, Tt was ano °onet1ros en-
'barrasé_né Tor the boys to have to pass through the girls' quarters while £oing from

their roons to the dining room and a11 classes, Sometimes little strings dropped

d¥n fron wpper vi ndows bearing sweep Bessafes intondnd far edmdome ne 21 o
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Tfloor. One evening Helen Hyatt was leaning out of her vindow ialking to anoiher
.girls in enother window. The boy iﬁ the room.above fhought his study was being
interrupted and promptly poured a jug of water on Helen's head, drenching her
thorourhly, On anothér a:césion one of the Italian workers at the Sanitarium de-
veloped a preat deal of interest in one of the voung iadies at the college énd
‘proceeded to serenade her vindow., The Principal varned him to, stay away, but vhen
he continued to come he told the boys they might take the matter into their own
hands. So one night they Waﬁ—laid the Yisitor and tossed hinm fully dressed into
the filthy horse pond. In fury he laid a Charge of assauvlt against the boys md-
the case was taken up before the magistrate in Wymberg. Solemnly the Judge renarked
that he knew that‘dacking in water vas consideréd good tr atment for a broody hen;
but he didn't lmow vhether it would have any effct on an ardent lover. He fined

15

each of the boys one Fhilling!

FIHANCES,
Yhen Profescor Hayton took over the adainistration of the school in 1902,
it was tvo thousand, six hundred pourd s in debt. The following year the book,
Cﬁrist's O$jcct Lessons vas issuéd, and it was proposed that by means of the sale
of this hook in all varts of the viorld, the heavy load of debt vhich vius rcstiﬁg
on our instituions all over the vorld should be lifted. By means of this saie, the

16

debt vas reduced by three hundred poundé. By 1905,lﬁryton ves appealing through

the Union Conference to parents to please pay up their back accounts to the col-

lege, He had bills for food and fuel due amounting to over a hundred pourds, and

LY

only fourteen pounds with vhich to pay them; The school was running at less than

half capacity, and Both Elder Hyatt and Profescor Hayion receatedly invited more

students to attend. In that same ycar, therc were five teachers in the schbol.t The

total vnlue.of the shool apparatus vas listed at a Jittle more than fourteen

: 18 '

pounds,
Vhen C. ¥, Crager arrived in 1908, he vas appalled at the financial situa-

tion of. th2 school.  The plant was run dowm, and he felt that it would be impos—

sitlae 4o run a col]egé eatisfactorily and efficiently on the zmount of monay avail-

atle, He vote to the Genoral Confercnce stabing that he vould either have to reecive
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nore rneney to run the school, or he vould ask for an imredizte réturn to Am rice,
In responss, a smalll amount of money wvas granted, but it was not enough to avert
repeated financial crises. In 1911 the college board issued an apoeal for funds
to help 1ift the debt on the college. A little later, I, J, Hankins wrote 66 the
financial embarrassment of the school., It wvas causing Frincipal Crager sleepless
nights. At one time the authorities cﬁme to turn of f the vater, but Crager borrov-—
ed 2 little money and averted the crisis. Hankins said it vas a réproéch to.the de—~
nomination, and pled with the brethren to send in their checks. At this time the
Qollege vas carrying a load of over two thou sand pounds in debté. In reponse to an
qapeai to the General Coﬁfereneq tz0 hundred pounas vias appropriated to:staft a
-brush factory at the coilcge. Every form of retrenchment wasAtried. vTcéchers
wage§ vere cut agaiﬁ. Insﬁead of sending out the school laundry, the students did
it themselves.19 | . |
| The Union Confereﬁce woﬁld'gladly hzve come to thé aid Qf7the college, on1y>
it vas thousands of pounds in debt also,” In 1913, shdrtlyibefore R. C. Porter
left Africa, a remarkable campreebing was heid in Bloemfontein, The condition of
the treasury vas laid plainly befar e the peonle, and iﬁ vas pointed out how nec-
assary it was that the reﬁroach of debt should be rolled-away. A vonderful spirit
of sacrifiee cane into the meeting, and pledges bepan to roll in., On and on they
went with the & urch members pledging on béhalf of husbands, wifes and childfen nas
‘present., Almost tvo thousand pounds vere given. Vhen the time finally came to
close the meeting, Elder Porter tﬁrned to Elder Bdmed and asked hin to eclose the
meeting vith prayer. Bdned vas standing there weeping, and he said, "I eainci pray,
I am too full for utterance." Porter then turned to Prﬁfeésor 1ffers, who gave hin
a similar reply. Of the aﬁount thus raised, eight hundred pounds went to the

college tovard debt reducﬁ_on.zo

Courses of Study,

“hen Professor Crager came to South Africa, he decided to alter the course
of study sifficiently so the students from the college could sit for the goverment
matriculation examination, Onez of the results of this decision vas to f£ill up the

college with students, By 1910 it was running to capacity. Nor was the nusber of
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grauates roinﬁ.into thq vork dininishad thgreﬁy. During the first fifteen
years of the history of the college, thirteen students had been graduated from
the school, all except the first tvo from the Normdl Course. During the next
eight years, the nuiber of graduates Jumoad to nine’c;een.21 It is true that a
number of those who flnished at the college and took the government mabdriculation
went out and took jobs in the vorld, but not all of them gave up thevtruth.
During the early days when more funds vere available, a variety of'indus—

trial subjects were of fered at the college. Among these were carpentry, garden-
ing, bootmaking; tvoesetting and printing.22 In time, only the garden and the '
printing vork remained, The presence of the South African Printing'ﬁbrks on the
colleze czmpus vas &k a helpvto saveral o the students who were wor<iné their way
thronghfsdaool. College studentS»oocasionally'went inﬁo Cape Towvn cn Saturday
nights and sold panzrs on the street,23 '

- In spite of hard times, students continued to worﬁ and plan on ha; - they
could get a college education, Tvo boys, canvassing to enter schocl, obtained
jus£ the amount reguired for their tuition, and v ked 150 miles to their homes

2l '

;8o they could szze their school fees intact,

Planning to Yove the School

During the years vhen fingncial problems were so pressing in South-Affica,
the question wvas raised as to vhether it would be possible to mor e the school mt
into the country'¥here the students could raise cone of their B od, and there
wovld be room for industries to grar., As early as 191, the principal of the col-
lege wvas aquady'vritinp of his desirs to move the school to a beﬁter environment.25

Following Crager's return to America in 1915, thé college remained in Claremont
for tvio more years, BElder VW, P, Vhite had 5rrived'as the new president of the
South Afvican Union in 1913. He was strongly in favour of finding a better place
fo r the st ool,

By the middle of 1917, the dccisioﬁ to mer ¢ thz school was finally taken,
‘For months the comittee appointed to make in&estigation had been travelling fron
place to place looking for a sui table place, Vhere was the best place for the trans-—

~planted college to locite? Mrs. I. J. lankins had a very strong cenviectien that
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it should be on the Spion Kop Mission Farm in Natal. As the wife of Professor X. B.
Miller, Mrs, Hankins had come to South ifrica in 1§92 and been connected with the
college from ils ead iest d:ys, Now she felt that at Séion Eop the work of the col-
lege could go fa vard. On thé same farm they‘éhould estatlish thé Souﬁh Afrian Sen-
jtarium o the studerbs coull receive fraining along medical lines.ll .
Yhere did the Spion Kop Mission come from? Back in 1912, F, B, Armitage had
been secarching for a plaCe-to establish'a miscion among the Zulus for two years.
Then a colporteur bty the name of &én der Folen sold a book tqur. R. F.‘Stockill
whs vas at that time living in.Natal. Stockill witb.his family accepted the truth,
and he told Armitagé abopt theSpion Kop farm of 2,200 acres vhich ﬁere for sale, 26
The committee %)brOVed of the site, and Armitagé bought the farm. The very day af- |
ter another man came and 6ffered the farmer a much hipgher price than we had paid
for it.27 Armitage hefe establishéd a misd on for the Zulus. As a mission, the
site was fairly satisfactory, the chief diéédvanﬁagé was that'it lay a long vay oﬁté
side the borders of Zuluwland, and the native population was rather light. But as
the site for a college it vas open to more serious briticism. It wés tweib§usix

miles from the reilway in tﬁe tovm of Jadysmith, and some of the members of the
committee appointed to find a new school site vere reluctant to put @ school vhich
they hoped in tine might grow to be a strong college so far from a base'of supplies,

- The farm vas in a rather dry area, albuough it was buundeé on one sideAby.the Tugela
River, Still, o uld not something more suitable be found?

During their travels of the previoﬁs ®ar, the mmfnittee had vicited the farm
of Brother Ventur tn the Free States., Here was pood ©il, and an abundnce of vater.
Brother Ventar had offered to sell it for the college., After lodking at Spion Kop
once more, the committee in 1917 decided to buy the farm from Prother Venter if iras

still prepared to accept the figure he had named in 1516, Put unforfnntely the war
had inflated land valued, ar? he now vanted five thousand mofe,than in 1916, The
compittes was not preﬁaréd to neet the revw figure, aﬁd Spion Kop vas final]y.acccptcd.d
It is diffiawlt to understand how in those days vhen ox waggon was the chief node d
transportation in rural districts, it was thought fossible that a sanitariuﬁ and col~

Jeie could flourish en a drv farm at the end Af a bwasdvenady mile dirt Aar nnd raatl
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The days of Union College vere ended. In 1917 it operated for a boarding
school for the last time. The last graduﬁtion exercises were heid in the college

chapel, Into the hands of Willard Staples, Vivian Cooks, Florence Hansen and

Daphnee Pcach, President V. &, Stray placed the diplomas, The students passed out,

The next dey they headed for their various homes. A4 band of vorkmen descended on
the college building and‘began to teaf it dovmn., The pred_ou;'mlkerials would have
to be shipped to Natal to be used in building a new college, There was not enmgh
noney to buy new timbers.28 ﬂ v
Yo boarding school was in operation in 1918, It was hoped that sufficient
buvildings mipht:be erectea during that year to enible the wllege to open again
in 1919. J. I. Robison, W. G, Patchett, U, Bender with their wives proceedéd to

Spion Xop. There they were joinel by six stalwart young men vho vere to assist in

laying the foundations of the college°29

Outstanding Graduates vho entered the Work froa Union: College.

Helen ¥, Hyatt,
Tilliam H=upt,
Arthur Commin
Adsline Sutls rland
finnie M, Tarr
¥ollie Tarr

J. Vichtor Vilson
Jane Papge Wilson
J. J. Birkenstock
Susan Visster Venter
Ethel BEdned

Laura Page Bredenkamp,
Willis L. Hyatt

Evert F. Birkenstock
Hubert M. Sparrow
Edna ¥7aed Clifford
Owven Sparrow

Annie L. Visser
Willard Sta les.

. Vivian Cooks

Florence Hansen

- Doxed E, Robinson
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ELEMENTARY EOUCATTON

In no part of the world has the educatioral work played a more important.
part in.building up the work than in Africa, In the field of primary education,
this has been particularly true of the African side of the vork, Something of the
scope of owr elementary education work in African can be seen when ve remember that

in the primary schools operated by Seventh-day Adventists ap und the vorld in 195l,
one child in three is to be found in a2 school in Southern Afxlca. The Claremont
Union College vas es stablished for the purpose of tralnlnv Buropean youfh to go into
the mission flokis of the notth, In timz native tralnlng schools were established
in s tratigic centres to supply pastors, evangelists and teachefs to viork among the
'natlve peoples, The elcmentéry schools startedﬁn various centres of South Africa

' throggh the years were to act as feeders for the college.,

Union College vas established at the beginning of 1893, and later on during

~ the same yeor the first clureh school vas opened at Beaconsfield, At the time vhen
our work began in ooutﬂ Africa, there were no frce public schonls, Elementary edu~
catlon vas procioed by parochial schools, and the teachers wére usally members of
the church sporisering the schools, Thc children of ouy believérs were frgquently
held up to ridicule and reproach by the se teachers. The childran also met with
difficulties when they refused to attend classes or organlaed kames Sften held on
‘Sabbath. Recavse of these conditioﬁs the b"llCV“rS vere anxious to start our ovn
.elementaﬁy schools,

¥rs. Jessie Rogers started the first Adventist séhool in Péacynsfleld dur-—
ing 1893, 4t first she gathered in some of the children of the community for Bible
stories and studies on Sabbath and Sunday afternoons, Then at the rcquest of the
parents, she started a little school to teach other school SUbJpCtS. The school
proved é marked success from the first, 2 L”rly in 189 there cane a request from
& number of parents not of our fdlth for us to open up an clcnbntdry school in
Claremont, In response to this, the comnitiee purchased a . plece of land and erccted
2 building measuring 2t x L8', On the Lth of July this school opened with an atten-

& e =
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homes. but a uniform tuition rate of 6d, 9d, and 1/ per wcekh vas charged depend-
ing on the grade attended, The committee insisted tha@ coloured children should
not be excluded from the school, and although there were protests from the parents,
the management stood firm and there were no withdrawalsez |
| Because of e r success in the Beaconsfield school, Mrs. Rogers was called to
Claremont to open this new school, and Miss Sarah Peck went to répl;ce her in the
north% The following year Miés Peqk returncd to the college, and Mrs. Rogers to
_£he séhool in Beaconsfield vwhere the numbers increased to 76 in 1895 and the fol-
-lowing year to 87 naking it necessary for lMrs. Rogers to have an assistan’c..h AL
8larenont Miss lfary Robertson took over the school vhere che y25 joined by Miss Hiva
Starr for a time, Claremont ﬁas the distinction of being the one church school in
South Africa with an unbroken fccord through the years. |
The third school opened was in King Williamstovn in the Eastern Province,
Here liss Ellén Rurrell taught for some time.s. A fourth one foilowed in 1902 wvhen
the Cape Tova school opened its doors ﬁith an attcndénce of 25 pupils, Miss Helen
K. Hyatt vho had finished the Normal Course at the college the previous year was'thg
first yeachergé The Cape Town school did not remain in cxisteﬁce long, for the fol-
lowing year it was mékged with the Claremont school, and bofh moved into the Union
College'buildings. This made the school a large one, and classes were held in the
three vesperics of the'élaremont'church vhich was on the second floor of the college

building. (This room is now used as a book depository of the Sentinel Publishing
/f\"l,]’ (¢ ney o \.(’,-{ﬂ 0
Compariy,) Miss Hyatt wvas a teacher of this combined school and remained in Clare-
mong from 1903--1917 vith the exception of three years which she spent overseas fur-
thering her education and when gn furlough. During part of this time the colourcd clao-
ses which had now been sep rated from the Buropean children were taught by Mrs. ¥V, S,

7 Yet arother clmrch sd ool wes opened in 1902 at Uitenhague, the first teach-

Hyatt,
er being Miss Tna Austin vho camc here from the Beaconsficld school, The first enyol-
Inent vas 27, 5ut within six months 1% had increascd %o b708 |

Tt must be remembered that vhile these are called church schools because they

viere operated by thez clurch to care for the children of the church the children vho

attended them were often drawn from non-Adventist homes somelire s, This feaburo
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children was sometines far from desirable, On the other hand, many of them became
interested in the truth /and some wer baptized, Some of them vere instrimental in
intercstlng their parents in the trutho7
The number of church schools in South Africa has not remained stationary,
Somz times there vere eight or nine, at others they have dropped to twg or three, largely
depending upon the economic conditions of the country, and the amount of.promotiop
_given it by the educatioral leaders in the country, Church schools were opensd uwp in
different Ceﬁtres, In 1902 there vas a church school in Maritzburg opened taught_by'
¥iss Cora‘Blodget,' who later became Mrs, 0. O, Fortner., Then for three yecars the
school was taught by Miss Amy Ingle and &3 May, 1905 it had an enrollment of 23.9
In 1912 Miss Vickie Sutheriand vas teaching a church school ét Wilénhoek.lo The
first record we find of a coloured school was one being conducted in Paifow in 191k,
Et that time they were reporting difficulty in finding a teacher for the ensuing yehroll
In 1917 N1<s Annle Visser went to teach in the newly opcned school in Bloemfonteln.
Besldcs these church schools there vere a2 nurtber of home schools. There
viere also schools conducted on mission stations vhere there were a_numper oflchild-
ren, In 1916 Miss Visser was at Spion'Kép teaching the children of the Armitage and
Stockil fanilies,i3 Mrs,. Ida Bowen who had 1 t her hustund by Smallpox in 1913
but vho had remained in the field was busy in 1916 teachjing the children of. the mis-
sion families at Inyazura ¥ission in Southern'Rhodesia,1h VYhen Union College closed
its doors for good at the énd of 1916, Miss Hyatt was engaged by Brother Honey to |
come to his farm at Content and teach his children, Here she spent the_years of 1917
and 1918, At the end of 1918, U, Bcndpr the principal of Bpicn Kop College came to
Ebntﬁnt to see hcr and ask hor to come to the new school and teach there, Miss Hygtt
had given her word to Bro, Honey that she would teach for him the following yﬂar,
Bender stayed for a week, and indicated that he vas prepared to stay a month if nec-
cessary to engage her as his tcacher. At léngth an arrangement was nﬁrkcd out by
vinich Miss Hyvatt vent to Spion Kop, and the Honey children as vell as those of soma

other familiecs nearby went with hcro7
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In Mission Lands

The first steps to educate African children naturally came at Solusi, owr

pioneer missl on, Following the return of the missionaries from Bulawayo after the

Mata®lele rebellion in 1897, Tripp, Armitage, and Anderson took in about thirty of

PUS

the small children vhose parenbs vere dying of starvation in the famine, TQQES;EFTO

 gathered together every day in a classroom and taught tq.rcad and write, As condi~

tions improved, pupils began to cane in from the surrounding kraals, some of them
—— E )

walking long distances, At the time of his visit, Elder O. A.-OlsenAcaught a vision
S S el e i L

of the important part schools might be made to play in spreading the gospecl. He was

apparently tha first to hit upon the idea of having outschools surrounding the cen=

tral miscion, and sending finishing pupils from these outschools in to the more “d~

vanced school at the missioggig) At this time, the Africans were bcginninw‘tos:ce

the value of obtaining an educatiOn, The entrance of our wvork into Basuloland wac

largnly as a result of the demand of the people for schools 16

Pany of the early leaders came to s2e the importance and value of the QIOﬂFn-
tary education programme for our mission stations. J. H. Watson, after only a few
W =

months in Nyasaland wrote shortly before his deavh-“~ "School :7ork will perhaps al-

3ays bz the most successful branch of the vork that we can understake; in fact it

is only by simple persevering teaching by those vho are villing to vorP indefinitely

viithout seeing any t angible result that we can hope to nlacc the truth in its

simﬁlest forn before thnsc pcopl In 1919, after he had spent many yoars 4n

administrative vork in Africa, W, B. Vhlte wrote, "Probably the greatest factor in
18
"

our efforts for the natives in South Africa is our school wor It becanme more

P —

and more evident that our work among th s prinitive pecoples could onlj be made .Ce_per-

manent as e taught thenm to read the Biblc in their own language, and as we trained

the younpg to become efflclent workers in carrying the goép&l to their ovn people,

So the pattem was scl. As misslions viere opensd up, schools ctarted soon

after, Students came in and were houssd-in rude dormitoriss, often far too small

to accammodate {hose vho wished to enter, AL Rusangu Mission boys slept on the
v ———————— —

dining ronm tables, No fees were collected in those early days, tab the siudonts
m .
were expected o0 vut in lonr hours vorkine on the farn Lo hely vay for thelr food
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strenuous as possible in order to wcbd out those vho might have comne hoping to

£ind an casy place to room and boar&i??) There were no boarding schools for the

girls at first. If they came, it was simply as day scholars. VWhile parents often
R - FEU— —

encouraged their boys to attend school, they were 2lmost unanimously opposecd to

educating their girls. Girls vho came to the school were frequently beaten as a

result of attnndlng. Strange to say, missionaries found that girls vho did attend

school viere often far harder to manage than the boyééé?)

Textbooks from vhich the studpntb night study viere very scarce, and mOre .

e s i

often than not, the missionary himself had to gel in and reduce the native 1anr'uaD
P s we |

to writing, and prepare the carliest grexmar and other textbooks. Vhen W. H, Ander-

son settled in Northern Rhodesia and four@ed the Rusangu Mission, he found no text-

I

books suitable for the students to use, He set about learning the language, and

then bzgan to prepare a simple vernacular reader containing some Bible storiess

Sometime before he had planned on opening his school, some African boys. appeared
o

P

and announced thzt they had come to tha school° Anderson told them the school had

not yet openad. They calnly asked him ¢hether he was a teacher. When he informed

’
LY

E‘thembthat he was, they simply replied, nThen teadr us." So the school was opencde

As soon as possible he placed his little primmer in their hands to study vhile he

feverishiy set to vork to vrite book two, Long before he had it ready to put into

- their hands, they had finished rcading book one., Rather than admit that he had

nothing furthox for them to study, he informed thom that the whltn man wes very

thorough, and that they must learn to write and spell every vord in the took.

This they did, and still the next book was not ready. He then reqrired them to

commit the entire book to memorys Lven vith this difficult task, some managed to

co/l& bhe

. . 1
accormplish it and werc ready before Book IT v pLaccd in their hand Similax

expericnces could be told by many of the missionarics who opened up new stations
in the interior during those ploneer years

The schools pas«pd th-ough good and bad times. Some times, for no apparent

reason, tho intsrest in education gosatly diminished and the enrollment dropnpd off

heavily, Tnhere were thees sihen drought struck, and the crops failed, Thers was no

budret provision for feeding the students in the school, and many times they had

[ —.
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Sometimes sickness struck down the European staff at the mis sion and they were forced

g

to leave for more healthy par’oéo More than once, Mrs., W. S, Hyatt wa t up into the

mission fields of the north to Solusi or Lower Crelo to teach six or more mon'ths vhen

other teachers had been forced to 1eave°7 But through the years the schools increased

in number, and their infl uerce spread far and wide., These schools viere vital.to the

ovangdlistic programme of those early days. Many times the- first persons vho were
& = )

baptized on the ni%qion statio*'xs vere students who had come to attend the sc’h@l°

It va<\m Nyasaland that our school work grew mos’o rapidly. By 1910, there‘

vere two main mission stations in that country with sixteen outschools contud ning

over a thousani pupi{\sg)Ta}drg_Sou’ohern Africa as a vhole, there was a perdod

of remarkable growth between 1909 to 1911 when the atitendance a2t all of our mission

schools jncreased framn 1,215 to 2,15 2l VWith the outbreak of the er' st World Var

a disturbing enelent entered, but still the total attendance stecadily if more slowly
e e et bl . .

increased. By 1916 there were 678 pupils in the main mission schools, and another

—

3,020 in the outscinols, or_}_l698 al’cogethﬂr,, The influenza epidemic struck in
2 D R

,the miseion schools as vell as cvoryx here else in 1919, At Solusi nine of the stu-

%

~«dents died apd n—:u:x more wviere st ricl\nn‘ The total enrollment in thn schools drop-

ped :m that year to 3 36k, but in 1920 it climed to 1,296 and has sho a <‘teady and

often astonishing growth s:mcc@
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CHAPTER Tl

THE H¥ALTH WORK

| During fhé etrly eipghleen-ninetics, a mumber of the South Africaﬁ believers
visited the hpadquarters in Pattle Creek, Among tho other features of our vork
there vhich they observed, none rmade a deeper impression upon thzm than the grca£
Battle Cresk S:initarium with accommodations for hundrads of patisznts and employing
a large staff qf doctors., They saw how our medical vork.had given us standing not
_only throughout Michigan, but had aleo helped to make vs known throughout ths en-
tire United Statgs. On their return o South Africa they bcéan to talk of opening
up medicsl work in all of its phases in that country. They wished to establish a
sanitariun vhich would give prestige to our vork throughout.thc land, As early'as
1893 Eld~r 0. A, Olsen, then Fresident of the General Conference vﬁcn paying a visit
toiSouth Africa found that the plan to btuild & sanitarium at thé Capc was rcceiving
attention.l .

The Orphannge ‘ I

The Tirst institution to be opzned and opsrated by the Vedical Missionéry
and Pangvolent As;ociation vias not the sanitsrium, but an orphanage., Onz of the
prime movars in this vork vas Fred Reed., A chowist of Peaconsfield and Durban

when the truth came to him, he sold out his business and went to America., On re-
turning to South Africa, he urged that an orphanage be established to care for the
qrphans'of-S%venth—dny Ldventist parents.” ATter it was s%arted, it ves opened to
any needy children includinf coloured childrcn.z He ihterestcdlrothar Vies&cls in
the project, and she donated a piece of land from her Timour Hall estate, Fred
Reed hincelf contribtuted liberally tovard the erection of the building vhich cost
sone two thousznd pounds. Th2 orphanapgs vas dedicated in February, 1895 and con-
timed to opzrate vith occasional interiiiscions for approvimbely ten years. Anong
those vhose names will alvaves be remembered in connecfion vith this enterprise are
those of W, €, Walstﬁn and wife, Thair twenty children thfjvni on the vegatarian
et riv:ﬁ ﬁheﬁ, and thay had plnnty,of mt mtizr, those Yoing the deys vwhen this
var considerad a vartia larly valnabls fend, fThe Cape Tiges crrricd gnite a discus—

¢ion in its colunme abont those "mut fe? orrhnns."B After Timonr Hall estzte vins
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s0ld, tha ~rivhanags vw:s moved to a new building vhich was erected in Flumstead,
Iater on this was to develon into the Plumstsad Szinitarium,., No child over twelva
wvas accapled. Leck of funds held then to limit the number of children to ten, more

: ]
than half of vhom vere under four years old in 1897.l

The Clarcmont Sanitarium

Vo
Meanvhile far more ambitious plans vere being laid to establish a sonita rlum
in South Afric vhich vould bz 2s ruch like the femous Battle Creek Sanitariug as
they could make it with the funde #vailable. ASeRalct o land Vaé securad on the
Belvediers Road near Clarcmont +vhich, in the opiniop.oﬁ Sa N.-Haskcll vas "not wvery
inviting.. Jt is on & dry sanﬂj place vhere there is neither vater, d-zcent drainage,
nor trcas.or anything that Voulﬂ nake me think it vas the place."S No pains vere
svared to make it one of the fineet buildings of its kind south of the Eguator. Ex-
pensive furniture vas imported from Europe and Amsrica. The total conet of tﬁe sani-
tarium vhen completed and squippsd am-unt2d to fifty thousand pounds, of vhich the
\ seclls fvn:ly gave thirty thousand. 6 It vas a four slory building ani containéd.
flftf‘OP" roons, There was a laundry anid bekery in the bullﬂln{. The first doctor to
take charge wais R, S, Anthonv vho had gons with Elders Boyo and Robinson to Africa
in 1897 to engafc in colpor sur work, and vho had sinca taken the Medical course
John tessels vas appointed treasurer; A, Druillard stevard, and Hrs, Druillard vas
the firet matron.7
The Saniterium was of ficially opened on Janvary 12, 1897. Hf.‘T. B, Fuller,
a meabor bf tha Cape .Parliament vas thz2 guart 9p7aker.8 Every room jin the samitar-
ium was filled within a teqk,.ani the patronapge bacame so heavy thabt it becams nce-
nesary 10 rent adjacent buildings., During the eight months after the samitiriun
onznerd. Dr, Anthbny‘mada 1798 profesrional vieits in the city as vé]l as carying for
the reru?ér vatients in tha jnstitutibn, As the work wvas much'too heavy for ono
Doctor. Tate Lindsay, vho had bzen for rome yeare 2 nhysicién connacted with the Bab-
tlc Crcck»Sanit;“wvn wanlt ont 10 aseist, Thore vere also trelve nursce, moct of them

Battle Creock grodustaes z, and a furthzr Tiftes=n enployeces of the institution, As was the

case of olher lines of work in South ifrica, the medic:l vork thus started. in grand
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stylé. For a time the instructioﬁ vhich‘had coms to us a peculiar pzople Lhroucn
the Spirit of Prohhecy was faithfull&'folloved, and the institution prospered accord-
ingiy.h |

The Anglo-Poar var broke out nsar the end of 1899, and early in 1900 the

oned ons half of the oanwtarnum building to us=e

British Imporial Govemment requisiti

~as a hospital for its ﬁounaed €oldier$ who vere arriving {rom the battle fizlds in the
north. The military officers had their mezals in the general dining room mixi ng freely
with the patients and workers of the institution, In their vart of.the SSnitéfium,

thz officers set up a bar at which liquor was sold. "It was during this time that

. 1 . 2 I . 9
vickedness came in like an overwhelming flood U
The question of owmership of the sznitarium came to a hﬂad aftnr thz trrival of
¥W. S. Hyatt, The family vhich had WanSted large suwas of monsy in the institution

felt that they had a right to operate it and make vhatevar profit thezy could out of iﬂ.
Elder Hyatt did not feel that it was poscible to dpcrate a Sevénth;day Adventist sani-
tafiﬁm under such conlitions, When Elder Depiells vieited Lfrica in 1900 he wee asked»
to sign an agrecnent by vhich ovnership of the property was recognized as belonging to
the Wessels family, This he refused to do. Afier this, thz Wessels brothers informed
Elder Fratt thét they 1nt°ndnﬂ to brnng suit in the courts to obtain title to th= pro-
perty. Hlder Hvatt and h1° comhltten con°14°rcd thn problon Caref ully, and cine to
thé conclusion that our work mlght Quff‘or irreparatle harm choula such an actlon be
spraaé ovef the newepapers of the country, and that ths visest thing would be to hand

10

the tithe d=ed to the Sanitarium to those vho vere demanding it. This was donc, and

jn 1901 it was reported that "the South 4frican Sanitarium cost I 50,000 and has a debt
of L 30,000, It is now in the hands of ilhe Wessels family vho have the lepal claim to

. o . . y 1l

it and by whom it is operd ed.

The military moved out of the Sanitariws in 1201, but ths medicdl work in the
institution never recovared its former prosperity., The deep depression into vhich Sohth
Africa had entered with the close of the wviar vas severely felt at the Sanitarium. TYor a
time it was operatdd as a hotel, but even thut did not mezt the running cocts of the

institution vhich went into banruptey. Wrnally in 1905, the entire building nmyster-

Sonalv vont vn Sy Pl amme . Tollevine tha 512 494 vas diccovere! that the insurancs



yedical work. -h- i .

policy. had never baen properly registerel, and nothing vias recovered Irom th s e,
Years lster. one of the Wessels family adnitted that this was the predicted recult
given by lirs, Vhite if the instructions she gave concerning the Sanitarium vere not

folloved.lla

"Balieve in thelord your God, so rhall ye be esteblished; balicve His
provhets, so shall ye prosper." 2 Chron, 20:20, "A fev yoirs later, (1905) as I
stood on the site and saw the trenss groving vhere once that be autliul building qtooc,

ny mind was dseply impresced by the varning vhich was given by Ellen G. ¥hite concern-

ing that Sanitarium,"

Treatment Rorms,

One feature of our nedncdl vork in South Afria which brought our \orV into
favour with the gznersl public was thab of the treatment rooms vhich were established
in various citics in that country. The first of thcsé treatment room§ or B:iths aé they

L wers Cc77ﬂd vere cot up in Cape Tovn, 4 portion of the extra 1ané purchased for the
Claremont S-witariun vas sold, and thez money used to purchase Carnavon House on Roe~
Yana Strezt, Cape Torm, This was a building with come 1,000 square fect, and 2t a
cost of anproximltcly seven thousand pourds it was fitted up for treatment romns.h
R. P, Replogle was the first one to bﬂ in charge of these baths, and he had two
mirses ascociated vith him. 12 Another titution vhich wause de)tnnod 1o have a
much shorter 1ifs vas the Benevolent Hone, also cstablished in Cupe Town to ascist
old men vith no place.of their ovn to go. It was e0ld ecarly in 1900.13

Through.the vears, other treatment rooms verc opcncd'in varioﬁs citicé of South

Africa, core to have longer 1ife than othars, These vere oparated genera-ly by pri-

vate individual ovnars, bub thc? were completaly dedicated to the medical principles

ol the dandmin&tion. in 1601, b. R. Armer vho had teen operating come btreatnent rooms

in Yaritzburg acenrted the truth.lh Threz ycars later, he opzned {reatmant rooms

‘again at a vlace czlled Bdlaire near Faritzburg.. By 1907, Bro . Ar 121 wias able to re-
port how the Jord had blassed his enterprise. Thay had started ih 190h with & cepital

of only forty pounds, Th?y.hnvc besm able to trent thousands of patinntes, and much
prejudica hzd teen broken dovn, A momber of tho Nat-l Farliament hdd acceptsd the truth

after learning of LI” nescapre ab the treatment wone, 15

By 1912 treatmsnt rooms were in opsration in ilinborley, Cape Town, Nurban,
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Blocmfoﬁtcin, Pretoria, Fort Flizabeth, Bast Loncon, énﬁ at Bellair, (I.faritzburg).l6
The largest and best cquipped of thz tr-atment room units were those establishzd in
Kimberley, The history of thie instituﬁion was larpgely the étory of thirtes=n years
of loving patient ministery ang hard vork on ﬁhe part of J. V, Wilson and vife,
 Brother Vilron arrived from America in 1898 fo do. come auditing in the Conferonce
office. After a few months he was invited to take charge of the Kimberley triat-
nent rooms. He found the institution a thousand pounds in debt and not paying its
vay. He set to work to try and riéht thie esituation, but he found it.very diffi-
cult. as there vere so many poor pzople vho could not pay for treaments received
and Brothcr Wilson's kind heart vwould not permit hin to turﬁ then away. Stfik—
ing around for a solution, he and his fife came up'with a-very hanpy and rathar
unigue onc. Both of tham yvere gr =&t lovers of fl owers, and they dacided to saz if
they could raise a f3over parden vhich might tzing in some incone, Tn this they
were romarkgbly succcssful, Eatween 1905--191L, they raised and cold L 2,800 vorth
of flove%s. "Without the flover garden wc chould not have bccn able to keep on
financially with th° trnatmknt rooms," brother Viilson told Elder Spicer.17 The
pzople of Kiﬁbcrley long talked of the beautiful flowers raiszd by ths Vilsons,

Nor was his work zlong this line confined to bcautifying Kinberley., As far awry

as Tnyazura Misd on he sent bulbs and‘cuttings to help beautify ihc mission,

Tne Kinmberley Paths passed through soma very tgrihg experiences during the
early days., The ton was one of those invested by the ; ar armieq for four months
during the early daye of the war., Cecil Rhodes himself was in the town do:ng vha t
Eo conld to encouragse the tovmsnzople to male a bold dafense. Food s a raal
vroblem, and ths va2ople were reduced to eating all kinds of animels. The Vilsons
had a flouriching varetable Farden, and producad fast qnantltles of vegatable soup.
Speskinngf this experienca, Wilson reported:—-"Our végetatle soup came in for com—
petition with the soup made from horse arnd rule I sh, an? the rcailt vas a btriumph
for v*hit risnien, "18 Naturally the trcatment rosms vere kept bu“; dUrJHC ihe
siege caring for thz sick and wounded, This made a Tavourxblc impression unon
Ceeil Rhodgs, the officers of th> do Deors Convany, and the phyesicians of the to1R .

The folloving year ths wulle crunlded e reult of an vnuruelly wet sumaer,

Yhen he aporoached th- towns prople, Wilron found thom most willing to © ntribute
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fonds tovard the retuilding of the treatment m oms, Before going oub soliciting,
¥ilson and his staff knelt and ackd God to give them favour vith fhc p2ople. The
first man he calledunon gaﬁe hin tvo hundred pounds, Rhodes gave a hundred.19
Other pivars vere gonerous, ard the nlant vas re-built at a cost of nearly two
 thousanﬂ noundz, By 1903 ths patronags vas moré than a hundred a wcﬁk. Seven
of the tovn doctors vere sending him paticnte, and the de Beers company regularly
sent thzir employees to the treatment rooms, Through 211 the year s that the Wil-
sons rsmained in Kirkerley, the Paths continmied to flourish,
These tr=atmznt rooms in Kimberley vere frequently visitcd.by veary and
sick nissionaries from the fizlds in_thg north, There arelvorkers vho vill never
forget the warn h&;spit—; ity they enjoved in thé Wilson home in Kimberley., In
1908, Wilson reczived a telegram from W. M, Anderson vho vas at that time alone
on Rusargu Yisson in WNorthern Rhodesia; appealing for\help. He took.thg next
train up ant found Prother Andcrson very sick. Through thres long wesks he nuidsed
him back to health and etrength. Then he returned to Kimberley, Shortly before_
his death in 1916 wilson‘roported ‘zat from a debt of 1,200-pounds the ingtitu~
tion had nade tvo thousands of improvemsnts and no obligations.zla :
Thus the treatment rooms established in the citjies ofOSouth Affiéa vere

used by Cod fhfough the years to tuild wp his couse.

The Plumstead Sznitariwa,

By 190L, the once bright outlook for our redical work at the Cépc-had dark-
ened, The Orfhanagc vias operating vith few children dus to lack of funds to =up-
poft it. The Clarcmont Sanitarium was only a hotel and had passed from Conference
hzands, But brighter days vwere ahead., In April, 190k, Dr. and Mr;. George Thqﬁason
_arrived together vith Dr. Thomason's sieter, Ida. They vere given 2 very warm wel-
cone, and a rcception was.held in the college gymmisiun, There those present wiched
every blecsing upon thehsad of Dr., Thomason and his vife as thcy."bogin to tuild again
the old vaste nlaczs and prepair the breaches in the mcdical'missionany vork in

South Africg."22 The orphanape was closed and the building =t Plunstead vas

taken ovar for the nevly revived Sinitarium., One year later, the saitarium vas

entirely filled, and it vas evidont that the medical vork was foing to pick up
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22 :
fast, A vegetarian society was organized in Cape Town with Dr. Thomason os

chairman,
One of the prime purposes of the sanitarium vas to train nurses. The old
. Claremont Sanitarium had gradvated a nwber of nmurses, I. B. Purton was one of
£
the graduates from the first class in ths Cla ranont Sanitariwa, and hs vas to go
forth to use his medical misd onary knovledge and gkill in nission vork for nearl
¥y g

a wquartzr of a century in various parts of Ai‘rica.2l

! .Dr, Thomason shtarted a nurscs
class as s on as he had the Sanitarium in opera£ion. The fifsﬁ clase finiched in
1907, There vere three Vpung‘ladies and W.‘H. Hurlow tho reééivsd nursesf certifi-
cates at that tiﬁe.2 The clasces continued to increase 3in siié; although they
were not alvays given every year. In 1920 there vere eight graduafos.Qé
‘ The Sanitarium grew steadily in influence during the ministry of Dr. Thoma~
fon, In 1 907 asscts viere ligted aﬁ L 1,600 sith a cﬁpacity for 20 patiecnts and
there verz 1l employees, The nexb year assets had risen to 6,270 ani'paticnt capa-
¢ity had increased to 2, She Sqlitaﬁ.um could not accomrodate 211 those f;shing 1o
core, In 1910, ten moreibeds were added, The Ar rican Consul to South Africa vent
to the Plumstead Sirmitarium for a succeseful operation, and chortly afterwvards,
Gemeral Louis Poths, the Prime Minister of the newly brcafcﬁ Union of South Afric
cane to the S;nit&rium as one of Dr, Thomason's pdticnts.29
In 1911, Dr, and YMrs, Thomason took a furlough in the United States and gave
a'fullreport to th= Gen~rzl C~nfer- nce Committeo on the progress Bf the Médi¢gl Viork
_in South Africa, At firet he had vorked with vary meagrehequipmcnt; but the pationts

had come and baen made vell, The year 1910 hzd been the best year yet, There vas an

urgent need for a sanitariwa in Johannesburg. Scoras of patients had been turrs:d avay

from thzSanitariun for lack of room. There were men in Africa prepared to give money
to enlargz the institution, tut we covld not accept thoir offers bescause they in-—
sisted that we give up the rclipious phase of the work, In the mission fizlds there
vas vast ©ope for the skill of Christian physicizns. A consecrsated doctor was

s a1 LE 30 -
particulad y necd-d in Faffirland,
Two vecks aftor this meeting, Dr. Thomason wee appointed ifedical Seerctary

for th2 Gen~rul Confercnce, Thies was sad nevis for the Hedical work in South africa,

i ey e, o,
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It is interesting, but perhaps usclﬁés to gpeculate as to vhat might heve bVVn tnn
results had Dr, Thomason been permitted to return to that country and continue to
tuild up ow Sinitariwm and other medical institutions.31 To take his plade,
the Cencral Confcrnhce 2pnoiin tod M SR, 10"k Hayton, and vhen it was found
that ﬁo could not go, Dr, ¥, C., Dunsconbe. % liss Ida'Thomason raturnad to the
Sanitarium an? helped carry on the work vhich sha and her brothep had built up.33

Dr. Punsconbe arrived in S0°th Africa iﬁ 1912 and remained for nearly four
vears bafore 311 health forc"d hin to return to the United States, 3L In 191L

"he travc]1ﬁd th”ounhout the entire South /fricn field with W, B, ¥hite, visiting
413 of our nission cta’o.on% and treating hunﬂreds of sick vherever he went. He
was greatly 1nnrcs;cd with the possibility for developing nedlcal nissiomary vork
in Central N saland, We shall sees hosy: thl° impression was to be A frth nors

than t“°ntJ venrs laivr.35 |

BN et give, like hie father,

a lifetire of service to thz caure in this ourtry. "iy father preaches, and I

i

practice", Dr., Hankins renmarked once, but through the years, Dr, Hankins huS Taith

fwWlly carried out the work of a fa JthiUl nediecsl evangclist, 35a
The story of the Cape Sunitariua betvecn the time when D Tho;ason loft

and Dr. John R2igh arrivad in 1920 czn be quickly told, The relatiénship between
the doctors and the vanlfarwun vig.g Chqp?eﬁ as Drs;ADunscomb: and H, J. Willianms,

| bu11t up prlvaév rractices vhile pn‘vising the vork at the Sanitaﬁ.uﬁ. In 191}
tho Cipe Smitariun was listed as b?ing privately ovned, but under o nference
supsrvid on. It listed Docﬁors Duncombs and Villiams as making.up the medical
faculty. Training of mursess contimied mors or less regularly throughout the

36 “In 1917‘J.fﬁ Cascy

Years largely umlcr the supervis on of }is Thowauon.
joined tha institution as bud ness rnanager, and retained that position unisl the
formation of the Division.37 The institutipn continuad to run with a good patron-
age throurh these yonrs, At the Biennial neeting in Bloanfontein in 1920,‘thc

Sanitariun raported a net goin of L 2,265 vhich crabled 1t to put up a much necaded

38

addition to the plunt,



yedical vork, =10-

« ®» o @

° s o

Co~3 [N L GRS g U S

L

=
O\
* .

b
':“'\)JY\)E',\—J
- ® . -

REFERENCES

Review and Yerald, Jamnviry 2, 189k
African an sion Outlook, arch 1, 1931,
Raview and Herald, Deco ﬂb“r lh, 1897.
Yeartook of the Tntarn bional Medicsl f Jf<¢on'ry and
- Benevolent As: OClutLOh, L8616,

Lettor S. N. Haskell to W. C, VWhitc, October 9, 189k,

Genzral Conference Liimutes, April 29, 1901,
i Sicseels, Novafiber: 11, ]QQh in the African D1v1°10n Outlook,.
Reviaw and Horddd, FObPUary'QB, 1897,
Reviazy and Hera 7d March 9, 1897,
Letber J. No de I=ﬁr to V. E. Rolinson, ¥ay 17, 185h

Interviav vith D. B, Robinson, Iora Llnd1, Czlifornia, Cctober, 195,
Interviev vith Helen M, Hyatt, Lomz L.nda, Cxlifornia, Cctobxr 31, 195,
Gzner»l Conferance }1nuths, nprll ?9, 1901,

Betreplt, e T g R0H1n°on, October 19, 1953,
"*Yp“r]DPC“°" e J S 8 Syma e, rui | Bocl
R-~vie and Uﬂrald June 3, 1900,

Ravin- and Horaﬁd, Jamary 1, 1901,
Revie~ and Yerald, Seplbomber 26 1907,
Review and Jerdlo, Vav 20, 1909.

Scuth ffricsn Viscionary, Fobrn :ry 3, 1913, @

Revier and Herald, Novamber 25. 191,
Revize and Herald, May 28 19008 = - T T ‘ =
Reviowr and Herald, Auguct 6 1901, Aungust 27, 1901, Sopt, 10, 1901,
Baview and Herald, January 20 1903, :
Revicw and Haorald, Jarnary 1&, 19069,
Revieyv and Herald, June 15, 1916,

South African lied onary, lay, 190&.

South African Miscionzry, nnrJl 1905,

.South Africsn Missionary, August, 1906

Sofidharn Afric:n Dividion Qutlook, March 1, 1928,
South Afric:n Missionary, lVarch 26, 1907.

South African 11Q°10n1rv, April 1), 1920,
Y-arbooks, 1907, 1908,

South Africazn Micrionary, Avgust 8, 1910,

Review and ”"raln, April 20, 1911,

Goneral Conferemce Minutes, JuWV 20, sloia 3 July 10
Cong.al Conferance linutes, July 28 b T B
Generszl  Confaor nce Mimutes, January'h, 1911 A >/é
Review and Herald, February 29, 1912, . , 7
Ravie and r’ﬂl"’{lﬂ, Auvpust 17, 1916 | /
Review ani Perald. Aupust 27, 191k, ; _ /¥
General Confersnce YMimutes, Yarch 2L, 191k, i
Yearronks, 191);, 1915, N -
Yearboovs, 1917. 1918, 1919, : //
Vearhook. 1920, : ' /
Forzign ¥Fisrion Foard Minuvtes, ‘Yarch 26 1895, /%
I. B, Burton Yamscriot. Chs—tar 10, Fage 2, 4
Review and Herald, Sophember 2, 1920, /



CHAPTER ELEVIN

ORGANIZATION AND GROWTH

Before the year 1901, the organization of our work was very different
in form from what it became in that year and has been ever_sinceo There viere
~no Union Conferences, only many local conferenc;g, each reporting direct to
the General Conference. But even in the conferences, the orggnization va.5
very different from wvhat we know today, Tﬁe Generai Conference was made up
of a number of indepszndent associations. There wasA the Re}igious Liberty
Association, the Medical Missionary and Benevolent Society, the Internation-
al Tract'Society5 the Internaéional Sabbath School Society,.and the Fofeign-
Mission Board of Seventh-day Adventistso ,

A representative of each of these asspciations ér societies was placed
in the local conference, This man was directly under £he direction of the |
head of thé society in Battle Creek, or in New York, and to it he sent ﬁis.
reportse He was nob in eny way under the jufisdiction of ﬁhe presiden£ of
fhe local conference in which he worked,

At the CGeneral Conference held in Battle Creek in 1889 the usual com-
mittee on plans was appointede W. W. Prescott was chairman of_this comaittes,
and with him he hed Uriah Smith, A, T, Jones, Dr. E, J. Waggoner, and Ao Te
Robinson. Along wmith othéf p}ans, this committee brought a reccmnendation
to the cénference which would call for a change in the present methods in
the local conferencese There should continue to be one president for each
conference, but working with him, and responsible to him would be secretar—
les for thesc valiéué departmentso

Vhen this plan was read on the floor of the conference, a lively dis~
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cussion broke out, Three full sessions were taken up with it, and the
objections viere so0 numerous, that the committee at length reqdested that
the plen be withdrewn. Nob only was this done, But it was moved and cgr-
fied that the plan and all discussicn regarding it 5e stricken from fhe
minutes of the conference, This was carried out. However Lo T. Robinson
was still convince& that the plan vas superior to the one then being followed,

Vhen he reached South Africa at the beginning of 1892, with instruct-
ions to orgahize a conference, he decided tha£ he would try out the plan pro-
posed in 1889. Well before the meeting called to organize ﬁas to meet, he
outlined his plen and sent éICOgy to'Eldef Oe A, Olsen, then President 9?
the General Conference and asked for his criticisms, Elder Olsen had ccp-
.ies rade and circulated to all members of the General Conference Committees,
This took considerable tife, and before the replies could be gathered up
~end sent out to him in South Africa, Elder Robinson had gone ahead and or-
ganized.the conference along the lines of the new pian;

¥When Elder Olsen had all of the replies in hand, he forvarded them
to E}der Robinson along with a long letter_containing his own comments, To
him the plan seemed a good one, but nezrly all of the.othervmembers of'the
committee were strongly against ite Elder Geqrge Ig Butler vas Verj criti-
cal and concluded by bluntly remarking:--"I think, Elder Olscn, thet whén we
send men abroad ve should aow vhether they are going out to built up owr
vork of tuar it downo" Bub the work of the Sowth African Conference venb
along smoothly under the new plan of organization,

It w1l be of interest to note that when Flder Robinson took up work.
as President of the Victoria Conféfence in Australia, in 1898, he intro-

duced the same plan of organization. Elder A, G, Daniells, at that time in
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charge of the entire Australion field, and W, C, ¥White were both present at
the conference in Melbourne.

Vnen the comrittee on plans brought in their recommendations for the
new organization, both of these visiting ministers were profoundly disturbede
Elder Vhite first stood up and remarked that "vhen we begin to sow to the
winds, we are quite sure to reap the whirlwindO" Elder Daniells suﬁporﬁed
him by saying, "This is anarchy{ this is confusiono Wé.are hot going to have’
any of this in Australiag" Elder Robinson would j gladly have withdravn the
plaﬁ after_this, bpt his éommittee vas determined to give itla trye
| Eldef Daniells and Eider Vthite watched the experiment -with consider-
able trepidation, but when they saw that it ﬁas working fer more smoothly
than the old plan, they quickly changed their ‘minds, and went ardund.to
all of the other Australian.Conferenccs the following summer and persuaded
then to change olver to ite In 1901 when Elder Daniells became Preéidenﬁ of
the General Conference, he recommended this plen througﬁout North America,
and it was adopted universally. In this way the Scuth African Conference led

the world fiecld in picneering a new type of organization,
O

L, T. Robinson and femily left South Africe toward the end of 1897.
To take his place as president of the South Africen Conference, the Generzl
Conference appointed W, S, Hyatt, who with his family reached Cape Town on
May 15, 1898,z At first it had been in the minds of the General Conference
Committes t hat the mission fields developing to the north and.east éf ithe
Caps should be administered directly from Batitle Creek, since they were not

self—-supporting asherecas the South Afrifan Conference was, However at a meet-
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ing held August.Bl,.it‘was voted that Elder Hyatt should superintend the
mission fields as well as care for the Conferences

Elder Hyatt carriedlthe administration of 8ll the work in South
Africa for a perlod of ten years., They were years of great difficulty and
continual. perplexity. It is never an easy thing to;fetrench, but from the
day when hé reached Cape Towm, this hg was. forced to do, He.found that |
the viorkers had not been paid for three months, énd there was no money in
the treasurg;vdth which_to Py themo ‘

The individuals vho Lad been 1argely'instrumental in providing nost
of the funds to susbain the South African Conference and its institutions
during the previéus administration were waiting to sce vwhal the éttitude
of the new president'vmuld bee When they'aouiijgi was no longer going to
be possible-for them to cohtinue to run things to suit theméelves as in
the pést, they declinqd to support the work,“and openly intimated that
they would starve Eldgr Hyatt out and force him to leave South Africao‘vThe
General Confersnce mede a small eppropriation available to him, but not
‘sufficient to pay the very large numbser of workers at that time carried on
the conference payroll,

The calis on the treasury vere heavy., All bf'tge canvassers ﬁerevbc-
ing paid a monthly wage, and the wives of most of the workérs vere 2lso be-
ing paid from.confercnce'fundse_ The axe had to bs used vigorousl& and using
it did not make Elder Hyatt popular with his fellow workerse It was not dif-
ficult ﬁor.some of them to mzke it appear that when the local brethren had
been running things, times had been much more prospefous,i Would »1t not be
better if things could be turnedrback into their hands again, and they would

then ffeely support the work again., The outbreak of the Anglo-Boer War at
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the end of 1899 was also e factor in unsebttling the minds of soﬁe and bring-
ing nationalistic feelings to the fore. A Crlal U?S at hand,

Early in 1900 Elder A, G. Danlells visited South Africe on his vay
back to the United States from Aushr&lia, and studied the situdtion. then
he reached Battle Creek, he made a complete.statement regarding the condi-
tion in vhich he found the work in Africa. He referred to iho'Saniuariun,
the College, th° Orphanage, the Workingman's Home, ang thAConLorence. He
suggested it mlvhu be well to pat a company of workers in the Transvaal, in -
the Orange Rlver Colony, and in Natal, and move the headquarters of the South
African Confefehce into the eastern portion of the CapeColony, Three days later,
the Board net again and considered letters vnicn had come from E7aor Hyatt
and J L.Shaw, After mich discussion it wes voted that Shaw and Ruble should
-sever their connections with the college and go to Natal, Elder Hyatt should
proceed to leave the Capv and go and labour in the Transvaal., To bake over:
his work in the Confercnoe they appointed Io Jd, Hanﬁlno President, and H,
Elffers as vice-Bresident,

These rexommendations were never carried out, Elder Hyalt ﬁeathered
the storm and held the work together, although some uovke;s 1ithdreue HlS
most pressing problem was how to get money to carry on the work of the con-
ferencs, He took the matter up with the Foreign Mission Board to yhom South
Afrioa had been paying :tithe since the Conference vias first orgonizedo In-
asmuch as the South African Conference was at this {ime supporting a murber
of missiOn fields to the north, it was voted that no nore tithe should be sent
from South Afrifs to America, but it should be used to help carry opn the hork
in the local mission fieldso This proved to be of some assistance, but as we

- have seen, the college wos soon plunged deeply into debt, as were also the
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other institutions, and the local Conferences vinich developed scon after

. i
this when theScuth African Union Conference was organized,

The South Afyican Union

At the General Conference held at Battle Creek in '1‘901 » the plan for
Wi

having local conferences arranged into Unions was developed, The South Af-
/'-M

rican Union Confersnce wes formed at a session held in Cape Tovn, September

» 26--October 6, 1901, Fifty delegates wers present from various parts of
e ) . -
South Africa. Elder Hyatt was elected president, and O, O, Fortner, secre-

tary treasurer. The entire Union wes divided into three parts., First therg
—— @

was the South African Confercice which was made up of the Cape Colony with

———

Basutoland and the Orange Free State as mission : fields, The second part@
S —————— - ' gty
vas the Netal-Transveal Mission field, and thirdly the Rhodesian Mission@

o

Field, The South African Union Comnittee consisted of W. S, Hyatt, H. J,
Edmed of the Cap:‘:-?onference » Go W, Rezser of the Natal-Trenswal Field,‘F.

L, ¥eade of the Rhodesian Field, and J, M.Freeman of the Basuboland Mission,

The vork in Natal, and in the Transveal grew rapidly, especially af-
ter the close of the war, A géneral meeting was held of believers in these
texjrito‘r:‘ges al Sweetvaters, Né,tal g Lrem NOVGmbe'r' 6--11, Thére it was decid-
ed to request the Union 1?0 permit thém to organi%e as a separat -\Conference,
Go W.Reaser vas chosen president; J. H.Edued vice-president. The followving
year rat a Union session held at Uiltenhage from Jamuary 15--26 the work of
organizing the Union Confercnce was completed., The Natal-Transvaal conference
was orgenized and admitted to the Union., H, J, Edmed became president, and
Go W. Reaser went to the Cape Conferenceo '

The Rhedesian lission fileld was placed directly under the Union officers,
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as Elder Meade hed passed to his rest vhile en route to this conference session.

In the Northland, as the various missicn stations were opened up, ecach one re—

e

ported directly to the Union officers, and there was not, prior to 198, 2

separate uwnifying organization in the mission field, FEach mission station war-

fied on as bezt it could under -whatever circumstances surrounded it. Up

until the time of the formation of the Zambesi Union, these missions were:——

Solusi, (1894) Sowabula, (1698), Malamulo, (1902), Rusangu, (1906) Matandani, ‘T"pﬁf

tfﬁuﬁ%

(1908} Inyazura, (1911), end Glendale, (1915).

The table at the end of this chapter will indicate the various officers
who served in the local conferences and in the Union during the first decades

of the twentieth centurye In 1920 the South African Union was absorbed into

the nevly formed Scuthern African Division,

The work through these years made slow, but steady progress. There was

a continudl shostage of money with which to carry forward the work, and the

institutions were continually rumning behind, A greal deal of the time of the.
w

administrators vas spent in searching for means to meet conference obligationss

R. C. Porter

- Elder Hyatt continued in the Union until qafly 1909 whén ﬁ. Cov?orterb
took over his work. This change was at the request of Eider Hyatt.A The Gen-
eral Confernmnce expresced deep appreciztion to Elder Hyatt for his yéars éf
falthful leadership in a hard ficld, and invited hin to rebum to labor in the
States. His children, however had alrcady fallen unfier the spell of Africa,
and at their urgent request, he consented to return to the continent from his
furlough in America, Here in Africa, he was to make his home for the reét of.

his life, Back in the field, he took up an entirely new 1ine of work,
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Elder Hyatt's heart yearned for the mission field, ahd it was to Kaffir-

land that he went. Here he was for two years associated with F, B, Armitage,

We C, Tarr, and I. B.Burton in building up the work in and around laranatha

Kission, Together they seccured a small waggon in which to travel from village
=

to village, preaching the message, showing magic lantern pictures, selling 1it-

3 efature, and ministering to such sick as came to them for help, The gﬁll stbry
of all the good accomplished by this Mgospsl waggon" ix as it ugs called, will
never be measured on earthe ‘ |

In'l912, Elder Hyatt was called back into administrative vork as presi-.
dent of>the Cape Conference, and for many years he was to serve as a local con~
ference presidentiiﬁ one of the fields in the Union..

Travel occupied a large part of.the time of the ¢onfefence and Unipﬁ
presidents, Elders Hyatt, Porter, and White made long Journeys :tq every‘part
of the Union and up into the most distant mission fislds, These itrevels were
Qéten £akcn under rost primitive conditions. Hundreds of miles were walked
ééd other hundreds covered vhile travelling behind the oxen. They often trav—
_elled by third class in the trains to save money, There were no motor cars
évailable or nmoney ﬁith which to operate them,

Elder E. R.Williams travélléd far and wide througheut the Cape Céqferw
ence, going hundrgds of miles on his bicyele, Late in 1910, he réiled his
bBicycle to Worcester, planniﬁg a cycle trip of some sixty miles to visit a
remote group of believers living out in the country, It was a blazing hot
day, an& he rede too fast, After covering only ten milgs, he fell, dying to
the ground. A blood vessel in his brain had burst causing apoﬁlexy. ' Sadly.
he vas laid to rest, énd Eldeér Porter took over the Cap%fonference in a2ddition

to his Union Responsibilitiess
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Later Orpanizations

Further advenced moves in setling up orgenizations were tzken in
later yearso In 1913 the Orenge Free State Conferenée was set up separste~
ly from the Cape Conference, with.H. Elffers as the first president., He vas
followed in 191k by O K.Butler who served until 1920, Tn 1915, W. A. Spicer ,
then Sectetary of the General Conference visited Afriga and attended a Union
Conference session held in Durkane Tﬁere viere three hundred and fifty repreQ
sentatives from thirty-four churches, At this time the miésion'fields of
Rhodesia and hvasaland were organized into a separate Union Mission Ficlé,
For a.;time this new figld V2.5 administered by Elder Yinite and the other Un~
ion officers in Capé Town, but in February, 1917, U, Bender and femily ar-
rived to take charge of what vas named the Zambeul Union Mission.

Uheﬂﬁlaer Bender vias Called to take charge of the Cape Conference in
1918, W, E. Straw vho had been two yesrs at Union College was appointed to
succeed him in Bulaveyo, Toward the end of 1919 a Biennial Union session

‘yas held in Bloemfontein, At this time it vas deciced to form a Soathern
Union Mission Field, ’ similar bo the Zambesi Union which was.functionihg
s0 well in the north. This new Union Mission vas to cere for all of the
native missipn vork within the Borderé of thé Soﬁth African-Union;. For
the time'being, the president of the S, A. Union also acted as president
of this new organization; This Union, did not continue long, as it was
later re-absorbed into the South African Union,

A glanée at some of the figures giving membership vill dindicate some—

e
thing of the rate of growth in the African field during the first twenty

years of this century, Down until 1919, the Guropean memberchip was con-—
e

sistently lgrfer than that reported from the mission field
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Year ' Membership
1902 | 351
e s
5
i
1908 ' 689
1909 837
1910 679
OIS ) 932
1912 931
1911 1 1257 i "
1918 1893  Of These, 1,000 were
1919 2363 Vhite
1920 . 2705 .
- Depariments

There we:e no'separétc departmental secretaries for the Union uhtil
the year 1915 vhen Mrs, A, P, Tarr was appointed to head the Sabbath Schoo]
vork, Lo E, Straw the EduCatlonal H. 6, Beckner the Young People‘u, K J,
Edmed the Religious Liberty, and G. H, Clarke the Home Missionary, From
this time on, these departments were maintzined in the Union, although the
exxcutives regularly wvere called upon from time to time to care for them

in addition to their regular duties,

fNangelism B .
By vwhat means were ppople brought into the truth in fhose years?
They wvere reached in a variebty of ways. Often as mucb as fifty percenf
of the students in our sqhools vere from non-Adventist hidzes, Meny of -
these wvere converted during regularly conducted Wecks of Preyer, and were
beptized, These in turn sometimes von their parents,

Thousands of books were scattered throughout the towns and : v111aﬂeu;

and on the lonely farms by the faithfully working colporteurs. The mig-

310n“ny papers,The AlefdA)Cﬂtinpl, and de Vachter carried the message to
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thousands of otherse- Then agein, many vere reached whep they came to the
'Sanitarium,dand to the meny treatment rocms maintainéd in various cities in
South Africa,

Still others came in by means of personal visits from house to house,
although this line of activity was not vigorously pushed. This seems unfortu—
nate when one remembers the remarkable results vhich atfended the personal
work of Schoitz, Tarr, Wessels, and de Beer in the years which folloved their
accpstznce of the Sebbkth truth, In those wonderful days, how fast the mes-
sage had spread emong the Dutch femilies of the Free State and the Tréns-
veall Of course those early believers had been very disappointed thet the

-Genefal Conferance had not found it possible'to send them a Dutch minister,
Our\English spzaking workers did ﬁot Tl it easy to reach the Dutch'people
vhen speaking through interpreters. The Dutch-reformed preachers held their
people fiinmky in line, and exercised great power over them° Twenty years
after Pbtez?bssels begen to keep the Sabbath, there was ohly one small church.
iﬁ the Orange Free Stateo

Most continuous efforts were put forth by holding evangelistic meeb-
ings, sometimes in a tent or a hifed hall if the weather was inclement, -
The workers mét vith many discouragements. In Stellenbosch, I. J. Hankins
held a series of meelings for two weeks and ﬁob a persbn attended, so he
sadly took theltenb down and went elscvheres Elder Edmed held an effort in
Uitenhage. He reportedi:--"I hever saw & place vhere it is so hard to get
peoprle to keep the Sabbath ds it is herc., This is a hard field and we need
the help of cvéry loyel workere"

fention can be made here of only a few of the many evengelists who
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labored in South Africa during this psriod. There were four out tanding

African preachersi—-David Kalaka vwho lebored among the Basutos: Richard
2 o J

Moko among the Kaffirs; Jim Mayinza in the Rhodesias, and Morrison Malinky ;{

in Nyasaland. Tn the Union of South Africa there were I. J. Hankins, Co..

V) .
A. Paap, George Ro K, McNay, N AAltman, G, W, Shone, Willif“Hvaﬁt, and

many others, After his health broke from long years of 'stremuous mission
’_—______.—____———‘-ﬁ
seridce, M, C.Sturdevant went into Duropezn evangelism in the cities of

South Africa and Southern Rwdes;

The Colored Vork

The work amoﬁg the colored people recelved scant attention for é
long' time, The firsh :orker amoqg thew vas D, CcTheufnvssen mno enve rbd
the employ of A, T;‘Roblnson in 1892, Dorcs Robinson, his fourteen year
old son struck ﬁp quite a friendship with Théunissen, and spent many hours
in teaching hin the truths of the méssége. As a result, Theuinéssen accept--
ed the truth, wvas baptized, and proceeded to devete a lifetime of service
to laboring among his own people. In 1907 he was laboring in Salt River and
raised up quite a company; They were very poor, and Theunissen 1ongéd' to
see thém worshipping in a church building. Through the columns of the Re-
view, he appealed for funds wnlch wera gladly sent by our merbess in Noruh

Lmerica and the church was built,

In 1911, Theunissen was working in Vorcester, and remzined there
3 & f] i

o

for several ycars, In 1915 he reported that for twenty years he had been
the only worker among the colored psople., He had at that time companies
in Plumstead, VWorcester, Parow, and Salt River, From his early converts

came other workers vho in the yesrs to come were to raise up a2 strong con-
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" stituency among the colpr¢d people. Among many who might be mentioned, there
was Miss Adelaide V. Sutherlond, whose mother came-ﬁbom the Island of St.
Helena, who attended Union College and graduated there. OShe spent many
years téaching church séhool, miésion schools, and home schools throughout.

South Africa. She aleo labored at the Maranatha Mission end at Spion Kop.

‘Harvest Ingathering

The Harvest Ingatering vas destined to play such én imporvant pgft
in providing funds for developing the work in Africa, that its beginnings
and eariy growth ﬁusb be noticed, in January, 1914, W, B, White ordered a
thousand.copies of the papsr being used overseas for the Ingathering work.

In a gensrous mood, the Review and Herald supplied him with one thousand,

five hundred, Daring thathygar, twenty—-seven pounds were received for this
fund. In 1915, this dropﬁed to twentyusii, but ﬁent to thirty~seven in
1916, Growth was steady through the years, and by 1919, over four hundred
~ pounds czme in through this means. Of this, one hundred and fifty pounds
came from the Natal Transvaal Confercnce, mge to the Joy of president W,
8. Hyatte The following year, this had marﬁelqusly jumped to over thir-
teen hundred pounas; Thus a new and very important éourde of new funds be-

came available just as the new Diviesion was being foried,
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LOCAL, AND UNICN OONFIRZHCE ADXIHISTRATORS

Soutn African Cape

Union Conference
W. S. Hyatt
We S. Hyatt He Jo Edmed'
W. S, Hyatt Go We Reaser
Wo S, Hyatt Ee I Ingle
"W, S, Hyatt
Mo Hyalle T 1,00, Hefiins
W, S. Hyatt Wo S, Hyatt
X, B, Rorter We 5o Hyatt
R. C, Porter De F, Tarr A
R. C, Porter E, R, Williams
R, C. Porter R, C. Porter
R. C, Porter Vo S, Hyatt
R, C. Porter plee =t
& VI, B, Vhite H, J, Fdmed

WoB, VWhite

W. B,

W. B.
W, B.
V. B,
WwlB.

V. B,

Vhite
Vhite
Vhite
Yhite

White

White

H. J, Edmed

H. J. Edmed

" H. J. Edmed

W, D, Mclay
U, Bender
V. B, White

0. K. Butler

H,

H,
H,
He

Ho

Ve

Watal-Trans-

Vaal

Edned

Edned

Edmed

Edmed
Edumed
Edmed
Edmed
Edmed
FEdmed

Edmed

Hyatt

Hyatt

Hyatt

Orangs Free
State -

Elffers

K. Butler
KeButler
K.Butlcr
K.Butler
K.Butler
K.Butler

W. Shone
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SOUTH AFRICAN MISSIONS

C. L. Boyd returned to North America in 1891 and attended the General Con~
ferencc°> There he gave a report on the progress of the work in Africa, and he
urged that plans be laid for cpening up missions among the African people, espec-

" dally among the Xaffirs and Zulub:o1 As vie have séen, the first mission estatlishe
- &d by Seventh-cay Adventists amohg the heathen was started in Matabeleland in 189,
Another five years ﬁere to pass before our first mission station should be opened

ﬁithin South Africa proper. .
Meanwhile the Icra vas pavirng the vay for the entrance of the message into
two of the 1argest'and most influential tribes in South Africa. In 1895, S. N,
Haskell made a visit to the country of Basutoland vhere he sccured as a guide,
David Kalaka, a wéll eductted man, and a sincere Christizn. As these two read the
Bible together and prayed, each in his owm tongue, a kindred fellowship developed
 between them, Elder Haskell was able to plant some good seeds of truth in Kalaka‘é
miﬁd. Later on, Kalzka vas to attend a serics of meeting being conducted by O. A,
-Olsen in Kimberley when hie accepted the truth f 1ly and was baptized.2 It vas
during his visit to Basutoland that Haskell converécd-with some of the chicfs,
pointing them to God through the things of nature all about hin 3
Dﬁring the year and a half that.Elder Haskell travelled about in Séuth LAf-
_rica, he held a serics of meetings for the Africans in Kimberley, It was here thab
Richard ¥oko, a well educated Kaffir wandered in one day and became irb erested in
the truth. Mora fully instructed by Fred Reed, he waé ultimately baptized and be-
came one of the most effective evangelists in South Africa. Moko was & Kaffir, and
a direct descendant from a line of Paramount ¢hiefs. He was able to speak equally
vell in Dutch and English in addition to his own vernacular fiongue, He was des-
. tined to give a lifetime of scrvice to thé work in Kaffirland, only falling aslcep
in 1932 at the rips age of 82°LL
Elder Haskell had a deep desiye to visit the country of the remarkable
Christian king of Bechuznzland, XKama, This he ncver succecded in doing., Harever

Khama pald a visit to Caps Town on business for his tribe, and there he met Haskell,
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any form,; Fhama pled with Elder Haskell to send some of our workers into his country.
This vas the same réquest which vas put before ElderG. B. Tripp and his party vhen
they passed through Bechuanaland early the follow ng year, on their way to Solusis
Vhy were our missionaries going on to settle among the fierce and warlike Matabek
vhen the civilired and peace~loving Bechuanas were longing for the gospele But
the mission farm in the north had been bought and the party was comitted to go
thers. However Khama was promised that olher of our workers would return and teach
his people., Twenty-five long yez s wiere to pass before that pfomioo vias redeecmned,
. Early in 1896 our first tract in the KaffirAlanguage.was printed. 'T0ﬂ§rd

the end of that éame ¥ear, ?astor G. B. Thompson held some meetings aaong some

of the "raw Kaffirs" who had been brought to the Cape to helﬁ lay the electric
tram lines on_the peninsula railwvay. He had Richard Moko with him as his ifter-
preter.6 The following year when Elder Olsen ﬁisited South Africa, ﬁe f>uhd Joel
Rogers cbnducting an evening Bible school for'the natives arcund Kimberley. Again

7

Richard Yoko vas the interpreter,

Rastitoland

_ Tn the middle of 1899, J. M. Freeman was sent into Pasutoland to establish our
first miscion station in Sduth Africa. There had Eeen a nﬁmber of calls for
schools from that country. Unforturately the means'at the disposal of the Con—v
~ ference were very limited, as most of the aveilable income was roquired to main-
tain the institutions at the Capeo8 Brother Freeman appsaled to the Readers of
'the Review and Herald for scveral hundred pounds to helﬁ’him launch the projsct.
The Foreign Mission Roard was also approached; but it was unable to advance any
money, but it did agree to bécome the mcdium through vhich any donations giQenbby
vpur people in America might be sent to him, |
Basutolénd is a country of some fen thousand equare miles, and inhabited ab
that time by half a million Ba.su’oos.lo Freeman went into the .country and cstablish-
ed the first station 2t Yolo, In order to raise some moﬁ%ﬂ to enable this mission
to expand and develop, the Sabbath Scﬂools were asked to send all their offeringo
-for the first two quarters 4f 1900 to Basutoland. The fourth quarter's offerings

of this same year vere set aside for the FKaffir viorkeJL
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The vork in Basutoland went very slowly at first, and converts were won
slowly. The first baptism came on August 17, 1901 vhen two sisters joined the
church°12 The literature ministry was pushed vigorously. Steps to Christ, and
Coming of the Iord were printed in tha Sesuto language., Brother David Kalaka took
a horse and cart and went on a three month tour of the field visiting many villages
and selling these books; 13 In _

Yor five years the Frcemans ploﬁceﬂcd the Basuto vork. Then they were trans-
ferféd %o latour in the Free State, and J. A. Chaney and wife settled ab Kolo ﬁission.
The membership among our Smoihi Africans in the native churches had been increasing dure—
ing the ten years vhich followed the founding of Solu31. By 1905, Elder Hyatt wuld -
yeport over six hundred baptizcd members in Africa, of vhom about one forth were
Africans., The mission eﬁterprises vere prospering, but only Rasutoland was holding
backolh This country had been a field for missionary activity for h«lf a century, and
many of the ﬁeoplc were members of ofher & urchase It took many years to gain the con-
f1dcn~h of this v.ry conservative tribe, There ﬁas little medical vork in the early
dajs %0 help break down prejudice, In 1908 the Chancys left Basutoland and 1. E.,
Emmerson and wife came to take their places.l5 Elder Hyatt went with them to Kolo
and spent some time helping them to get started in Mission work.- The follovwing year
Emmerson could report that he would soon have several ready for beptism. They were
studying~hard on the language, and hoped that within a year they would be able to
converqugifh the natives., “We wish to vork here until Jesus'comes“,’Was their con-
clud1ng statement of the rcporu,l

- The literabure work continued to be one of the most enwuraging fcature of bhe
work in Rasutoland, The workers included Femerson himeelf, travelling far and viide
selling Yooks, Vhere they found the people too poor to buy books, they willingly took
in chickens. goats, and skins in oxchange for them,17 Some of the missionraries of
other socictios wanted to have Emmerson cxpelled from Basutoland, but the local chief
vas his friend and refused to permit it, 18 Thevincome from the sale of books yas so0
large thet .Emmcrson could report thab the mission, aside from the director's salarvy
yas entirolf self-supporting. The entire Basuto field had been divided up and was

being °"stc“atjcally visited by the COlpO"LLurual9
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But the membership inereased slovly, In 1910 there were only thirtcen mem-

bers to show after eleven years of hard persevering vork. Emmerson felt that they
shoul establish another station in northern Basutoland, and made a trip into that
country to spy out the land, There he made friends with Chief Jonathan who was to
prove such a staunch supporter of our work through the years, He helped them sea re
tventy~five acres of land. and pr0V10 >d"the stone necessary for erccting the bu;ld-
ings.20 The new mission was mamed Emmanuel, and in the middle of 1910 H. G, Olm-
stead pioneered the new site, Money was scarce and they had to live under the most
| prjnlt1V° conditions, Olmstead reported that for the flrst year their furniturp
consisted of "one chair, a stove, home made tables, boxes for cupboards, spzlngo
and mattrcsqea on four stones for a bed and other toxes for chairs. The house
had tvwo rooms made of sod and there was a dirt floor." Their only reansnof secur—
ing supplics was on a bicycle travelling't enty-five miles to the necarest biE}cie.
The school soon had an enrollment of thirty-f1vc°21 "
This mission station was situated at scven thousand feét elevation. The Kolo
Vstation vas also above the mile high mark, In this way'the Basuto stations had one
great advantage owvar those located in the Rhodegias and Nyasaland, They were not
troubled vith fever ahd tropical diseascs, Sg when missionarics broke in health
at Solusi, Rusangu, Inyazura, Somabula, or Valamulo, it was not uncommen for them
to re sent to one or the other of the Rasutoland stations to recunerate. One re-
sult of this policy, of course, was to bring about continual changes in the admin-
istration of the Basuto miﬂcions. In 1910, E. G, Silsbee went to Rusangu wherc he
~ labored for bout a year and then was forced to leave on account of severe attack
of malaria. He scttld at Kolo ard remained there for five years,22 Olmstead also
spent a féw months at Ruqangﬁ before being sent south for hié health. Anéther'work—
er vho had to leave the Rhodeql as and go to Basutoland for a ﬁime vias Jo Re. Canp-
bell.23 |
Up until 1913, both the Orange Free State and Basutoland had been mission
fields, attached to the Cape Confercnce, In thaﬁ yeir the Free State Conference
vias organi-ed, and Basutoland remained attached to it. In 1919, the Kaffirland,

Basutoland, Zululznd and Pechuanaland fields were organized into the Southern

2h
African Mission Field,
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Fasutoland was one of the most densely populated native areas in South
Africa, and as a result it vas not possible to establish large farms as vas the
case in the Rhodesias. At Kolo they tried to buiid wp & herd of dairy catile, and by
1911 they had thirty‘head, but one of the all too frequent droughts struck, and
twelve animals died for lack of feod.zg In that same year the value of Kolo station
was set 2t one hundred pounds, and of Emmanuel at twenty;oné. When it is nd ed that
the value of Malamulo in that same year was set at a thousand pounis, and Solusi at
three thousand, it can be seen that there was litile permancnt development in
Basutoland in the éarly days, 26 In 1912 the memberhip of the Basutoland missions
was given as onlv fourteen, Iater workers in this field iﬁcluded E. van Niekerk,
and Frank HacDénald. &4
Kaffirland
Richard MNoko carried a burden in his heart for the hundreds of thousands
of Faffirs scattered throughout South Africa, He was indefatigable in travelling
from town to town and from location to 1oca£ion preaching the messages In 1901 he
¥as working'around King Willimatown. Three years later he was associated with
D, F. Terr holding meetings in the native location in East London. The African -
ﬁinisters in the tovn viere greatly stirred up, and circulated a pebtition vhich they
presented to the tovn council asking to have Moko removed. Alrcady Moko was drezm-
ing of the time when they céﬁld establish & mission ététion Kaffirland.ljg
In 1908 the Cape Cénference committee asked G. W, Shone and I. B. Burton to go
over into the Eastern Province and try to secure a ﬁract of land on vhich a mission
for the Yaffirs could be established, For a long time thelr scarch seemed in vain
until they came into contget with one of our faithful Adventist farmers, Charles
Sparrow, then living on a large farm some 25 miles from Grahamstown., He was inten-
sely interested in mission work, ani he offered to give some five hundred acres of
his hand for the purpose of establishing a station, The brethren quicnly aCCepted
the offering and the mission named Maranatha came into existence. '
The - new mission was openzd in i? 5‘unicr the direétofghip of W. S. Hyalt,
Some sixty studenis crowded into the school, G.A.Euhmmrw\msbmxé the
teaches in the school, and ¥W. Claude Tarr was fam manager, In 1912 Brother Tarr

beczne dircctor vhen Eldsr Hratt returncd to mnference vork, Miss Xickie Suther~
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land assisted by é staff of African teachers hcaded up the sdmooloz9 This mission-
came to have a widespread influence throughout the surrounding counfry. Eurbpean
‘farmers wvho had not been‘in favour of the coming of our mission were forced to con-
fess th;t they no longer feeded o guard their farms as in former years, since |
thieving had nearly died out.292

To Maranatha Mission came Elder and Vrs, F. B, Armitaye and family. They

" had been stationed for a number of years at Somabula Mission in Southern Rhodesia,
Here Irene Armita e, their child had been five times stricken dovn with blackwater
fever, and tﬁe doctor had told Elder Armitage that she could not survive another

30 pider Hyatt invited them to con-

attack, and he must take her out of the country,
nect with the Maranatha Mission vhich they did vhere they remained for several yearseo
Yhen Armiﬁage‘érriveﬁ, he found a new stone church building ready for &edicatidn,
and Elder Hyatt came for the dedication, Before this took place, however, Elders
Armitage and Hyétt took the 1i£tle waggon and Siﬁ bﬁllocké.and vient around visiting
the natives and holding mapic lantern lecturezs, Thus was born the idea of the "Gos~.
pel Waggon' which vas to be such a prbminent feature of our work in Kaffirland for-
m%ny years.31 Aftcr the church had been deiczted, Hyatt went to the Cape vhere he
velcomed R. ¢. Porter and wife who were arriving from Australia to take ovc% the
presidency of the Souﬁh African Union, Then with his wife he returned to live and
viorx with the Armitages at Maranétha. By the middle of 1988’the gospel waggﬁn Was
on the road, travelling widely and carrying the gospel to the native villages scat-
tered throughout-that'part of the Eastern Province,32
The first baptism_af Maranatha took place in 1910 when four yoﬁng people joined
the church. The vork at this station grew more rapidly than at the stations in
Basutoland, and by 1911 they were able to organize a church of 32 members, 22 of then
being Africans, and 1v Europcans,33 For many years, I. B. Burton labored in Kaffir-
land and in connectioﬁ with the Maranatha Mission, With his medical knowledge, he
proved of great éssistance vhen travelling with the Gospel Waggon, and he vas éonstant—
ly treating the sick along the way. One of the most memorable trips taken by the
Gospel Yaggon was made by R. C. Porcer, Dre. and Mrs. George Thonason, W; S. Hyatt and

wifo with Willis and Rose Byatt, and I, B, Burton. The trip lasted ten days, and Moko
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vient 2l ong 2s interpreter and preacher. Dre. Thomason treatcd as many as‘twcnty—five
persons a day. |
Travelling with that waggon was no pleasure trip, and often involved long
periods.of separation of the missionaries from their familiese Elder I. B. Burton
has left this descfiption of what these trips involved:——"That night I slept in the
waggon.on the banks of the Fish River all alone. Yy help had gone over to the
natives at the sclool about six miles away. I must confess that vith the hard Gier |
periences and exciting work of that day I felt lonely. I had not visited my
homé and children for four months, and they vere only tw and a half days journsy
avay, bvut I coula not leave my work, i no-uncommon.thiné for me to be avay
 from home months and months. My children hardly khew me."35 ,
Changes. came to Maranatha through the years. Ihe Armitages.wcnt to labour
in Zululand, and in 11l Burton joined them there, FKaffirland was made into a
misson field in 191l uﬁier the supreintendency of E. W; H, Jeffrey who held tﬁat
position for seven years°37 He wes keenly interested in building up the sd1 ool
work, and vigouﬁly pushed the est.blishment of outschools. As a remlt there there
Qere only tw in 1915, by 1919 the numbzr had incrcésod to ninz, He vas deeply |

interested in estaBishing Bethel as a training school for African teacherse

By 1916 it became evident that the population awund Maranatha was groving
less and less and Europcan farmers vere becoming more NumErousSe Across the Transkei
lay ¥affirlend proper with its tﬁousanis and thousands of villageé in vhich we hadino
mission station. W. S. Hyatt therefore told W. Claude Tarr to go over into that ter-

| ritory and sce if he could find some land for a mission site, It vias very‘difficult;
as land vas extremely scarce. At length in 1917, a land estate agent called on him
to tell him thore was a plot of 300 acres some five miles from the tovm of Bubtervorth
for sale for L 1050, So he went over to look at it, and found it so satisfactory that
he took an option on it. Elders V. B, White and %. S. Hyttt came to look at.it, anﬂ.
being favburably impressed with it, they purchaséd 3t for a new mission ﬁhioh they
named Bethel, Tarr become the first dircctor ¢ the now station?9 In grdér to scare

: )
funds to builll upPethel Yaranatha was sold back to Charles Smrrow for 1,650 pounds.
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Far and Yea

I3

It was not along at Maranatha that mission work was carried on among the
8o caled "red kaffirs" from thc red clay vwhich they smeared $o thickly on their
bodies, Following the iragic death of her husband, E. R. Williams near Worcester
in 1911, Mrs, Williams settled in Grahamstovn. Here she held meetings with a num-
ber of natives vwhom Burton and Moko had left interested in the message. FElder Ed-
-med came and baptizgd a number vho had fully accepted the trﬁth frem Yrs, Williams
*ho had been holding regular Sabbath services vith them.39
Y, C, Tarr and I. B; Burton took frequent evangelistic trips among the Xoxas,
Since both could speak the Kfffir language, they needed no interpreter with them.
On one of these trips they came to a pl#ce near Iteka and pitched their tent for an
evening meet:ng, Beiome the service could begin, onec man got up and challenged then,
Their land vas in the gfip of a terrible drought, If Tarr and Burton were men of God
let them vray for rain, right then and there. As Brother Tarr tells the sfory:~-
"Brother Burtoen turnzd to‘me, and said, "This is a challengct Vhat are wie
poing to db abouﬁ GIEEN7E _
1; T replicd, 'The moon is thﬁing bright 1y in a clear blue qk;, and therc is_
not thn slightest sign of rain, not even a vee cloud,'™ .
"Brother Burton ansvered, 'So much ths better, Han's extremity is Godfs
opportunity. I have the faith that God will not disappoint us.'
P"After giving the people a short talk explaining the counditions of answer to
prayer, Brother Eurton said, 'Now my brother will pray for rein.' And truly'God
works in a wonderfi 1 way his wonders to perform. After prayer, the meeting began,
but within a few minutes it started to rain, at first softly, but soon it ¢ me down
in torrents and continued to do so until the water was inches decp in the tént, Then
because of the hoise of the rain drops on the tent, our voices were rendercd inaudiblé
and we were coupelled to bring the mesting to a close.s.. Some of the péople vhose homes
lay across the river found it too deep to cross, So rcturnnd to the tent and spe nL the

29
night there." This same tvpe of experience occurred in nvaualand in the Congo and
& _ . 1 d s

in other parts of Afric throupghout the years of mission work,
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- Zululand

We have seen how the Spion Kop fara Vas'purchascd In 1912 ihrough the conver-~
sion of F. R. Stockill who brought it to the attention of F; B. Armitage. As early
as 1905 there vere three Zulus vwho were already kecoing the Sabbath, and calls had
been coming in for years for us to start a mission among that people. The Spion Kop
Mission was located on the fringes of Zululand proper, but it was to serve the Zulus
as a mission for ﬁany years until another station was started aétually within the
j borders of Zululand. The Armitageé settlcd there in 1912 and spent seven years bgild-
ing it into 2 strong station. 1In 191l E, B, Burton Joined hﬁem there. To this mis-
sion came Miss Vickie Sutherland ffom old Maranatha to help get the school started,
The girls of Maranatha were very sorry to lose her, and they were séd that she had to»
go.sevon hundred miles avay to live in a newr strange place. To show their active
sympathy thev chose ons of their nuiber and senu her to Spion hop Mission to uct 25
Miss Sutherlandts maid,

Gencral

The work among the natives in the Union of South Africa developed threoigh the

vears. 12 Smalles vent to work for the Africans living in the locasions along thu

L3

Rand, and raiced up some small companlos. By 1917, the baptl sms_zmong_the Afrlcdns

bvcane larger than among the Europeans for thn first time. Between 1/1)-19l7, some

231 Europoans/;*gn;d the church by baptlsm, but during the same time 317 natives be-

ol : ) _ : : =N
came members ., In the next two year period the contrast became even greater when

1L2 Buropsens were tpptized and 497 Afr1c~p"§;5:) Tyo native churchss were built in-

—

13

1916, one at ¥olo, and another at Xroonsta

By the time that the Southern LfTiCan Division was formed in 1920 thcre vere

five mission stations in operation in South Afiica, {olo, (1699) er?nqthi, (1909)

Ermanuel. (1911}, Spion Kop, (1912} and Bethel, (1917).

e

v
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CHAPTER 13 -

SOUTHERY RBODESIAN MISSIONS FRCM 1900 - 1920,

In the year 1900, Seventh-day Adventists were opsrating two mission

- stations among the hsathen people of Africa., OCne.of these was located

thirty miles west of the town of Bulawayo in Southern Rhodesia. It was

knovm by the name of "The lMission Farm" until the year 1906 when it be-

came known as the Solusi Mission, named after Chief Solusi who lived in
m— . N

the vicinity. Our other miscsion was at Kolo in Basutoland.
SR e .

During the twenty e ars bstween 1900 and 1920 four more mission

stations were opened in Southern Rhodssia. The purpose of tuis chapter

will be to trace the further developuent of Solusi, and the beginnings and

progress of the other four stations, As in the case of Solusi, the names

givenf these other miscions when they utartﬂd were not the names by which

they designated toda}. 0ld Somabula has become the Lower Guelo Mission, /

but throughout this peruod it was always called Somqbula, 2nd we shall re-

tain that name. Tsungwesi was later called the Inyszura Mission. Ths z

Shangeni lMission is now known as the Hanke lission. In order to avoid con- 3.

fusion, tha present-day names will be used with the exception of Somsbula.

Solu31 Mission

In the year 1900, a strong group of workers were living and working

at Solusi. The superintendont was F, L, Meade, Associated with him were

Fo B. Armitage and wife, W. H. Anderson and wife, C. L. Chaney and wife, Mr,

Sl

Lloyd =add ﬁifo,'Dr. and Mrs, H. W, Green, and hl s Hiva Starr. Witwin two

——

years this laree force of workers had nearly all gne. Elder Meade was
.—.'——_——-——'
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dead, having contracted pneumcnia, and his wife had gone to South Africa,

— ——

The Armitages had lef{ to start the Somabula Mission, The Chaneys had left
. \\ >

Rhodesia on account of failing hecalth, and h4ad teken up work in Basutoland.

The Lloyds and Greens and lMiss Starr had all returned to America. The Ander-

et

sons along were left on the station.

To go back to the beginning of the century, we note that the new year

had hardly beguntefore a fierce fire broke out which con=sumed the house occu~

pied by the kndersons and Greens, They lost all of their furniture and per-

sonal bslongings, among which Dr. Green mourned in particulsr the loss of

all his medical books, It was'very difficult to replace things &t that time.
The Anglo-Bozr War had opened in October, 1899, and as a result of the fight~'

PSSy

ing, rail t raffic bastween Rhodesia and the Caps hacd been completely interrupt-

ed for a time. As a2 result of this, prices for all commodities were very hich.

=

During the year, the weather turned against them, and too much rain

fell for the good of the crops which resulted in their being only faijr, lMuch

o

time was spent in constantly repeiring or repb cing the buildings such as

houses, dormitories or school structures. White ants were very destructive
- . S ————————— .

~—

and waged an incessant battle with the nissicn builders,. The missiiln homes

were very primitive, usually consisting of iron roofs, walls macde of mud and

e

—

Ty ey

poles or occasionally of sun-dried bricks., The floors were nearly aluays of diri

-

for many yearse. Such homes were not easily kept clean or made to look at-

tractive.

December 1, 1900 was a day of rajoicing for the workers at Solusi.

Six of the mission boys made up of orphans, end "our Jim" went to the river

and were baptized, "Our Jim" had been brpught as a_slave topether with his
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mother from Northern Rhodesia by a band of raiding Matabele warriore back

in the days before the White' man's government had extended its peaceful
== Tl ==

rule over Rhodesia. WVith the destructicn of the Matabele empire, the Char-
A Y

ter Company had set all the slaves free.

After working for one or two Europsans, Jim Mayenzaz made his way to
o> e > 3

Solusi to attend school., He was deeply impressed by the kindness shown him

by the missionaries, particularly F. B, Armitsge, anc wes converted and

joined the baptismal classe Years later he was to return to Northern Rho-

desis with Blder Anderson who after a long search had locst.d both Jim's

father and mothzr. During the following quarter century, Jﬁ%iﬁﬁilfLEEEﬁ?e

known as one of tha most powerful evangelists engaged in spreading the third

angel's message in both Southern and Northern Rhodesiz,

Early in 1900 the Andarsons went to the' Caps on a vacation. Elder

Meade struggled hard to get things established on a strong basis, He was no %

mersampmm

well, having worn out much of his strength carrying forward the farm and in-

dustris) work of thz mission. Twice he had gone to the Cape to try to regain

his strength. Fe tried to find time to learn the language, but faund it al-

ap———=

most immossible. He expressed it as his opinion that persons over thirty-

five years should not be sent out as after that age, few persons could learn

a vernacular language.

In Oztoer there was a general workers meeting hesld at the Cape. As
Superintendent of the Matabeleland mission, Elder Feade left to altend this
meeting. To save money which was always so scarce, he travelled in a third

class railvay coach. A heavy rain fell as ths traimdpg was proceeding from

Bulawayo to Kimperley. The coach 1caked'badly(:g£§_Eldor Veads was drenched.
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Then for many hours hz had to ride on in that dralty carriage, At Kinm-

Commaain

“berley he left the train and took treatments at J. V. Wilson's baths, But

his forces of resistance had been so lowered that on October 7, he died of

pneymon;a.

The death of Elder Meade was a heavy blow to the mission. Far across
the seas his loss was mourned by his aged mother., But she did not regret
her sacrifice. Writing to Elder Spicer, the Secretafy of t&é Genéfél Con-
ference she2 said:~-"I have 1aid my gift on the altar for Africa, and I

have never taken it back and I hops I never shall," Quoting this letter,

Elder Spicer then mads an appeal through the columon of the Review and Her-~
ald-for workers who would be willing to go forvafd and take the place of the
one vwho had fallen, The Mission board woulé bz glad to hear from workers
who felt they should respond to this call. "Eere zm I, sent me" @esp&nded

M. C. Sturdevant of Atlanta Georgia, and in February, with his wife and only

Son Jonathan, he passed through Battle Creek en route to distant Matabeleland.

Even befor= receiving the news of Bl er Meadetls death, the Mission

Board had been seriously considering whether they should not sell Solusi,

or at least withdraw the Europem workers to a more hsalthful location. In

1900 I. H, Bvans visited Elder Feade at Solusi, 2nd they went into the prob-

——

lem thoroue

-

hlye. They interviewed P. W, B, Wessels who t01ld them that in his

opinion thz soil and nature of the country was such that it would always be
i R .
unhealthful, and urged that the mission bz moved tc another site unless +the

Board was preparcd to add others to the eleven graves thers alreadys

am———

The Board considered these reports, and then passed a resolution

authorizing Elder Meade to discontinue thz viork of ttading and farming; to

sell the farm implements and explore the country for a batter and more hesl th-
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ful site, perhaps in the highlands to the east of Bulawayo, or near Johan-

nesburg, or wherever he thought best, Ye was also to inform the Board of

tha estimated cost of this move so the money could bs provided,

In the end, Flder Meade decided against making any move, The in-

vestment which had alreacdy been made in Solusi was too great in terms of

precious lives of time, money and effort. Before the end of the year he was

asking 'the Board to appropriate enough money with which he might purchase a

safe in which to keep mission funds., The Board regretted that it w.s und
—— e .

able to meet this expens=.

For many years the name, The Mission Farm was most apgropriate, for

that farm had to support the entire mission program. M. C., Sturdevant, who

————.

arrived at Solusi in June, 1902 pioneecred the way and demonstrated what

e

could bz donz through using scientific methods of farming &t Solusi. - When

he arrived hs found they were cultivating fifteen acres. In 1903 this had

Ay 5

increased to twenbty-five; in 190l to sixiy-five, in 1905 to one hundred and

forty, and by 1909 three hundred acres wars being planﬁed every yeare

It is difficult for us to realize tocay the cnormous amount of toil

which such an expanding program demzndeds There were no tractors to pull

the ploughs, they a1l had to bz guided by hand through the stony or sandy

ground, pulled by long lines of oxen. Iarger and larger crops were hairvest-
U S S ,

ed unsil in years when drought did not strike, it became common to rean over

a thousand bags of mealics (corn) besices other crops.

There were heartbreaking years when drought struck and they had to

plant over and over agasin, In 1907 Sturdevant reported that locusis wers

hatching out 1like tho sands of the sea, and the following yeax he destroyed

twenty~saven svarms. In 1908 J. Victor Wilson, a graduate from Union Callzge




13-

joined the mission staff, He continued the progressive farm program and

pushed production to new heights before he left in 191L, His ceaseless

activity was an astonishment to R. C. Porter wvho visited Solusi, and who

wrote of Wilson's work:--"He works unceasingly from early morning tidl 3oru

late at night." The farm was producing an abundance of mealies, monkeynuts, .

e

and vegetables in spite of the fact that the soil was basically poor.

For some time after the death € Elder Meade, his wife and children

remained at Solusi where Mrs, Meade kept ths books, Walter ran the store,

and Lena taught in-the:school. Then they left; Mrs, Meade going io the Cape

as Matron at the College, only to go blind and pass to her rest b years

Jater. : 0 = o f_ | .. | \GA

—————

The school continued to grow. At the end of 1901 nine of the stu-

dents went out into the field as teachers, - Twenty students vere living on

the mission and were coming in each morning after the farm work was done to

attend their classes. The work of the missionaries was bearing fruit,

Sha tly after arriving at Solusi, Sturdevant held a baptismal service at-

tended by three hundred natives coming from far and near. Twenty-one can-

anmm——

()

didates were b tized on that day. | = { %,(g/

G. W, Reaser visited Matabeleland and a2t Solusi-assisted in organiz-

ing the first church among the heathen with twenty-nine rambers. The mem- i

bership continucd to grow with subsequent baptisms. By 190l they numbered -

fifty—six,}but sti11 they had no permanent church building. The Christians

r———————

met together and decided they would build 8 permanent church. Boys and girls

m—————

helpsd in the vork, Sturdevant and his boys burned eighty-four thousand

bricks for the huilding. Sturdevent vorked long and hard on the building,
M .

sonz days being forced to leave the scefford bzcause of continued high winds.
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At length the church was completed writh a total cash outlay of only fiftecn

pounds, Elder Hyatt came and assisted 2t its dedieation,

There vas mucﬁfcver, especially in the year 1903. Elder Sturdevant
Y

Ty

did not believe in ucing quinine in combatting maleria. Fe vrote, "God has
5\

blecsed our water treatments to the recovering of all without 2 drop of

quinine." Sometime later, however, malaria struck his only son, Jonathan,

Wwho during three months of intense suffering wasted avay to 2 skeleton bo-

fore baing laid to rest beside young Gsorge Trippg.

Anderson continued teaching come classes in the school while at the

same time doing hard work on the farm. He reported that the students were
MN—__—

being sifted out by the hard work progrene.  "We try to make every day a

day's march nearer home," he wrote,

In 1903 Anderson left Solusi starting on a four month itrip into

Ay

Northern Rhodesia across the Zambess River to find a site for a new mis-

sion station., On his return from this trip, he and his wifc went on fur-
T S

lough to America. They were not to return to Solussi again. Other viorkers

cam2 through {the years, some stayingz for a longer and others for a shorter

In 1908, Je Re Cepbell and wife arrived at Solusi to begin a long
et et

term of service in African missions. Elder Sturdevant left in 1910 to es-

tablish a new mission in Mashonaland, and W. C, Walston was appointed to

mn——

bake his place, He remained at Soluei until 1919 and strong work was carried

on during thosc years, To assist Welston in the school, and to replace J.

Victor Wilson who had gone to Rusangu in 191k, the lMission Board sent oud
g 1Y 3

R. P. Robinson and wife; a strong couple who had spent a year and a half at-
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dtending the newly established Hissionary Seminary in Weshington D, c.

Tovard the en¢ of 1919, He M. Sparrov joined the staff and devoted his time

to building up the2 numerous out schools,

Due to crop failure and over-estimating the expected recepts from fam

[

income at Solusi, the mission went into debt in 191)i. The Gensral Conference

g

voted an extra appronristion of two hundred pounds to meet this deficit. But

the farm soon recovered from the slunmp 1t had bean eyperlenoznu. Even before

he had received word of the coming assistances, Walston oalled the entire miss
sion family together and th:} prayed nout earnestly for rain. As they were
<

praying it bsgan to rain, and continued heavily for hours. With a than kful

heart Walston was able to report:--"ie have 81 our indebtecdness on Solusi

wiped off except about eighty pdunds and fhis we shall be. able to pay this

month, With a thousind bags of corn in stock and with prices high I think
T tr——— rs

:we shall be able to do so." By 1917 they were entirely out of debt snd had

*: several hundred bags of mealies on hand with the rice advancing.

The policy of requiring our miscsisn stations to be entirely self-sup-

porting remained in force for many years. Some of the visitors from the Gen-

eomama—

eral Conference who toured our African miss.on stations were led to guestion

the wiscdom of ‘a policy which tied dovn so many of the miszion dirgctors and

required them to spend countless hours at manual tasks on these farms.

There was 1little doubt but that the health of many of the workers we ser-

iously undermined by the heavy loads they had to carry while engazed in this

work and lives werc definitely bezing shortenzd,

Elder Tripp had been the first to point out that with the exception of

P e

the Sabbwth day and its services, the worliers had no time to go out and

preach Lho ospel and evaneelize the villagzs. Until such time as the General
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Conference was preparcd to make @ propriations sufficient to carry forxward

the work independent of farm income, ths mission directors had no choice but

P

to rely largely on farm income to meet expenses.

Not @21 of the brethren were agreed on the matter of pushing the famm

work so strongly. R. C. Porter defended the existing plan and pointed out .

$n 1910 that the entire salaries of the twenty African teachers engaged by

Solusi and its outschools, as well as the cost of boarding ninety boys in

the déxrmitory and a1l school expenses was bzing met by income from the famm,

Besides this, Solusi had been able to give a hundred pounds to Sturdevant

vhen he left to start the Inyazura Mission.

When W. B, White arrived in South Africa as president of the Union, he
made an extensive trip through the entire field, visiting every mission

station. Why, he aéked, was it that after twenty years of effort the rem~

bership of Solusi was less than one hundred? Why were the results even

more meagre in Northern Rhodesia? Should not our miscionaries be out preehh-

il

ing the gospel rather than following the plough &1 day or making bricks?

On his retarn to Csps Town, Elder White wrote an an2lycis of the en-
tire problem and forwarded it to Washington to be laid before the G=neral
Confer-nce Cormitiee. They gave the matier careful consideration, and as
a result a very. importsnt action was taken. While expressing "despzst ap-
preciation of thz results achieved and ths heroic ﬁork done by our brethren

in these farm centres, " they decided that for the pressnt, "we advise against

furthsr extension of the large industrial faram idea and asked that earnest

study be given to mme plan for vushing out from these industrial training

centres alrsady established on a policy that will minimize the commercial

and incuririal features nf in new stations and give the miscionaries the
© e
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maximm of opportunity for direct evangelistic vwork among the people." As

a result of this action, there have bzen no more largs thousand acre mis-

e

sion ferms added to those al ready held, and some of the larger ones have
,—M—.——————_‘_ - -

sold off part of their land,

After ths farm activities, the scuool work took the. largest part cof

— ey

the time of the workers at Solusi., Sometimes the enrollment increased, while

at other times it decreased for no apparent reason, The boarding enrollment

seldom vent above one hundred boys, chiefly bzcause there was a chortayze of

.accomnodation. . ! ; E
RS 5

When R, P. Robinson and wife arrived at Solusi, they took charge of ]

the school. They worked hard to make it the best school in the countrye.

e

s e e bt
Soon they were floodad with apolications from students near and far. After

their first year 2t Solusi, it became a very large school. The end rea 1ts,
W e s )

- however, were often disappointing. Year after year they saw far too may

of thzir studsnts going back into the world, Very few of them took their

places in the Lord's work bscause there were few opznings, and thay were not
IR

encouraged to prepare for miszion service.

In 1918 a government inspector of Southern Rhodesismn education depart

ment visited Solusi, He found one hundred studsnis in the boarding depart- CﬂQ(

rent with twelve flourishine outschools. In incustrial work, particularly
. ’_ X

on the farm side, he declarec Solusi was doing better work than any other
S ———————

—

school in ths comtry. Paxst Pracitically all of the workers who were later

to develop into ths leaders in the native work in Rhodesia passed through the

doors of Solusi, especially after it was made the training school for the
_ —_— :

Zambasl mission fislds.,

X
- At Solueil was trained Icaac Hkomo who shtood in the front ranks as a~%\§$ \;0
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native leader. He was among the firs t o“ tl Africans to be ordained in tr

S 4 — =

QEEEEL He went out and raised up 2 strong compuny at Hanke where the S,?n

e
%

gani lMission was opened up., Jona Cmﬁrana, Emory Mlalazi and Edward Jands {\&f
'\
|

el 2
became outstanding lecaders at Inyazura. Mark Mlalazi cdevoted his life to

working particularly for the young people. Clarence Moyo started some vil-

lage schools, paying their salaries out of his owm pocket. Henry Iiabona
____——ﬂ‘—"-__—_._. | .

went north and opened up work among the pzople living on the upper Zambessi.

A11 of these and many others were converts of Meade, Sturdevant, Walston and |

Armitegze. From 0ld Solusi they had received the inspir ion vhlch sent them \
_....————7‘—"‘ ] i
forth to labor smong their own psople. . i -y \

Somabala @

In the latter part of 1901, F, B. Armitage left Solusi to pioneer a

s e

new station noritheasi of Bulavayo. In contrast to the older mission with

its twelve thousand acres of land, Somsbula was to owm no land of its oine

The land on which it was loceted was in the reserve, and it could only be

leasad, and the lease had to be rencwed every three year s. Another point

on. which thz new mission differed from Solusi was in the matter of equlgncn*

The older stati-n had at least been provided with oxen, waggons, ploughs and

s ——

a supply of trade goods. Ammitage went out without any equipment whatever.

e

Fad he not been a very resourceful man, this venturas might easily have
= i I -

ended in disaster and loss. It is true that his personal salary of twelve
e s v,
-

pounds vas sent to him regularly month by month. To make ends meet, and to

amriea

find money to build up the new station was his great robleni.

———"

Shortly after he arrived at Somabula, and had gathered some of the boys

from ths surrounding villeges in for instruction, they saw a herd of oxen

e SNSRI g
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running loose through the woods, With the help of his boys, Armitage gath-

——

ered them together and got them into a kraal, A 1little later, a Eurowe an
came {gzgggﬁhlﬁZE section looking for his oxen thch'had stampeded when |
frightened by a libng He was so glad to get his oxen back safely that he
gavgwngggg;;_;;;;;;;\fing_éi}k cous which proved of great value in the

lean cdays which were to come.

At another time when greatly hampered by lack of funds he turned his'

-

hand to a little blaeksmithing. There was an epidemt of rabies. Stern po-
-——-""—\W

lice orders went out that all dogs must wear muzzles, or they would be shot

e —— i

on sight, The natives came to Armitage begging him to provide them with
e

<

muezzles for their dogs. Geliing one as a pattern and a bit of metal strip-

ping, ke proceeded to turn out dozens of muzzles. The money thus received

camz in hand at 2 tine of grast need,

—

A year after they arrived, they had a ochool going and more and more

students constantly came. Girls came in for the sewing classes which Mary
. r | —— e — S f——”—\m——-——_—"

Ammitage taught, 2lthough some of them reczived severe whipplngs at home for
N X

attending. The following year W, S, Hyatt and his wife, who was the sister
[N ———— 1

of Brother Armitzge visited Somabula and eight boys wers batized, first fruits
= ————
="

of the station, Then together with D. R. Sparrow and Armitage, Elder Hyatt

vent out in an American spring waggon and spant three weeks spying out the land.

When Elder Byatt went on to travel {o other varts of Rhodesia and over into

Kyasaland, Mrs, Hyatt remained to assist her brother by teaching in the mis-

sion s-hools. In 190L, Armitm e took the same wageon again with provisions,
e

picks, axes and spades and went out to orsn up an ovwtschool. With him went

o — il G
tuenty-Live boys and ten girls, I, tuo weaks thoy cleared the ground, cut
e Al c e -

timb::r'z and erected a schoolhouse 20! x 30' with calico windows.

]
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of the superinten-

e
4
o

Hrs. Armitage had come to Africa in 1895 as the wi

dent of the Matabele mission, G. B, Trippe., In 1897 she lost her husband in
——

the dreadful malaria epidemic 2% Solusi, and less thm iwo yeavs Ja

er, Mrs,

Armitage passed dnberley. Out of the mu*ual respect vhich Elder

Armitage had for Mary Tripp riped affection, and thzy were married shortly

before they left togsetha pen up Somabula Mission.

Somabula was a very unhsalthful mission in its early doys, as was true

-

of so many of our African missions, and as a result, the Armitage family suf-

 fer:ed severely from feva?. Several times they had to go to South Africa

i

to recuperate, but still malaria struck again and again, ecp cially at the

children. After Irene had suffered from her fiféy attack of the usually
T T T e T

" fatal blackwater, thz doctor warned her father that one nore attack would

—S gk . : . r——— —
surely prove fatal, With sad heerts tha Armitaaes vere forced to ask for a

transfer from the mission and the peonls they Mhad come to know and love so
e X

well,

It was arraged that they should go to South Africa to the Maranatha

Mission in Kaffirland, At the ead of 1906, W, C. Walston and wife arrived

to take over the mission and released the Armitages for their move, I{ was
———_._—___.—-———.\_“ ————

a sa¢ day for thz entire mission family, for these misd onaries had secured

a

a firm hold on ths affections of the roonle., (Mol without reason was Armi~
m B A I

tage given the native name of Matand' Abantu, that is, the man who loves

-

paople). A1l the folks on the mission and the students walked along beside

>

T ,
the wagoons carrying the departing family thz twenty miles to the railuay
station at Guelo to see them off. Those returning to the miscsion after the

et ——r

. train left, vept for some miles as they walked along in the moonlight.

The later development of Somatula followed a very similar patiern to
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that & Solusi and other missions in Rhodesia, Walston's were joined by

3

the Butterfields whoss litile girl soon conifiascted malaria from which she

died. The parents were too ill with fever themselves at the time to abtend

the funeral of thsir child. The miscion prospered. When Solusi opened up
B == T

a training departmsnt, Somabula sent eight candidates for the teacher course/

i

By 1910 the enrollment in the school had reached fifty~four of whom eight

vere girls. The mission had seventy-two head of cattle and sixteen donkeys.
W . | - i

From the mission fam they reaped and sold 1;25 bags of medl ies. The store

B e

\-———“‘

showed 4profit of over eighty pounds. By 1917 tha church mémbarship had
X =

reached 102 when Solusi numbered 102. By 1919, Somabtula stood at 138 and Se-
o ————————re . . -

lusi at 1la,
o ——— o ol .
The Walstons remained at Somabula until 1910 when they were transferrcd
to Solusi when thz Sturdevants left to opsn up Inyagura. dJ. M. de Beer then
s ST

took charge of Somabula, Among othars who labored therz during the last ten
NM .

years of this eriod were the Butterfields,AH. M, Sparrow, and the T"J'<EEET

?23,£§311y° It was while at Somabula that Gibson had the misfortune to shat-
ter his arm with 2 gund and had to travel eighteen miles by wagepn in ordsr

to have it amuptsied at the nearest hospital,

Inyazura,<:izzz:)

Eerly in 1910, M. C. Sturdevn t left Solusi to go on m exploring

trip through the eastern part of Mashonalangd in order to find land on which

T —— :
to establish a new station. There he came into contact with an English gen-
e ; ——
tleman by the nama%of Folkes who had suffendered his farm to the government.

B s dj

It consisted of & roximately six thonsand acres which the government was
/ /J

prepared to selﬂat two shillings per acre.
LY

i




Elder Sturdevant communlcatnd this information to R. C. Porter and

asked permlvﬂlhn to buy the farm, Fe reporwed that the soil vas far supar-

ior to that on the Soiusi'famn. Since the South African Uhioﬁ lacked the

necessary funds, Porter wrote to the General Confersnce asking for funds
s B SR

to make the purchase. The committes was not prepared to purchace anothasr

large mission farm in Africa, and so informed Elder Porter. On learning of

e B

this decision, Sturdevant then approached the Southern Rhodesian governmment,

and offered to exchange some of the 1land at Solusi for ths new farn. The

government accapued this offer, and the Tsungwesi farm came into our hands

and was to develop in time into the Inyazura Mission station,.

Late in 1910, Sturdevant with his wife ané twelve acult natives from

Solusi and tuelve donkeys pulled onio the new station, They had taken one

veek to make the journey by road and rail from Solusi, From its own not

too abuno nt resourcss, Solusi had not onlv given him 2 number of vorkers,

but also one hundred poundsto help in starting the new mission. Sturdevant
" e .

immediately set to work erecting buildings and clearing the land for crops.
J g g |

———— e

During the first two years he met with some of the difficulties ex-

perienced by all pioneers in Rhdl esia besides some new ones all his own, A

vwaggon bringing out thirty two bags of maize was cauzht by a flash floal in
w—
a river and the waggon overturned and the maize washed dovn stream. When the
_—_“_-‘\———-_-/.

river went dovn they got out the wagron and managed_to salvage twenty~two bags
B : - "._.—-—"

of the naize,
D -

There was much sicknessher: also, and the daughter of one of the teachers

e r———— _— = ——

becanie 111 and died, vhich frightened the other teachers so mach that half of
N

them left, Lions were very plentiful and made frequent raids on the miscion

p———
station cattle kraal. Sturdevant organized one hunt and went after a lion.
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Succenly they surprised the beast which came roaring at the missionary who
pamped five bullets into his charging body. At the last second when it

Seer2d that death was inevitable, the bullets took effect and the beast fell
e =L

dead at Sturdevant's fest.,

v

Hard viork and long hours wers thz expzcted order of the caye. The

school was opened with an enrollment of twenty-three on the first day. The

task of developing the farm and school at the same time w.s more than Stur-

devant could face alone, and he requested the Union Conference to get him

some help from overseas. A$ the General Confer=nco Committee canvassed the

field, they deciced that Lynn Bowen possessed special gifts alonglthe in- :
———— . ot

dustrial line and would make a good farm manager vhile his wife was an ex-

cellent teacher, So,this.couple was appointed late in 1911 to go,td Inyazura,

and on May 30 they arrived at the station,

Unfortunitsly Brother Bowen had not been vaccinated befors leaving

America; and in 1913 he contracted smallpox from which he died after a short

illness on the 2nd of June, just a little over s year after arriving in the

field. Mrs. Bowen remained for several years teaching in the African school

and la ter on condﬁcting a_school for the children of our missonaries in Rho-

desia. But once again Brother Sturdevant was alone on a large station.

But the Lord was preparing another family to come and nelp him., A
brother in America had been reading Elder Sturdevants reports in the Review
regularly, and his heart burned with a desire to go out and help him. In 1912 ‘

this brother, F. Burton Jewel 1, wrote to the Mission Board offering hie ser-

vices for Africa to assist Elder Sturdevant. He vas told that Bowen had only

recently gone out, and asking if he wouB accept an appointment to some othar

field. He replied that ke would prefer to wait for the time vwhen the way

should bz open for him to join the Sturdevants in the mission field.
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Elder Sturdevant was in America just completing a short furlough when
vord came_qf the tragic death of Brother Bowen. The secretary of the board
showed Flder Sturdevant Jewell!'s applicction and he asked that the Jewells

be sent out to help him as soon as possible, Mr. Jewell vas a trazined nurse

which was to be of great help to him in his ministry during the forty years he

qanm—

vas to spend in active service in Africa.

P

Before he left America for Africé, Jewell vwrote to Sturdevant asking if

he had any advice to offer hin, Stupdevant replied at length, and among other

things he wrote was that the new recruits should "burn all your bridgeg he~

hind you." Tne Jewells did just that, for during their long years of service,

they have taken’just one furlough oversezs in 1926,

It was noon ca the Sabbath day vhen the Jewell party arrived on the

campus of Inyazurza 4i§sion and ghurch had just let outy The vhole mission
family was expecting them, As they came in sight, Flder Sturdevant vaved his
big hat and let out a chout of deligﬁt and they all came running to mset the
ﬁew :recrults, |

By the middle of 1914, Jewell could report 225 acres under cultivabtions

The'land proved very fertile, and it vas not unusnal for them to repp from

r—

tvelve to fifteen hundred begs of mealies in good years. Even more gratify-

ing was the growth of the church, The natives in the area seemed very res-

ponsive to the gospel, and by 1917, the membership al Inyazura had increased

beyond that of any other mission in the Rhodesliase

But the strajin of the work was proving too rmuch for Flder Sturdevant,

Many discouragements came to him during 1914. His own health was breaking,
p ooy S

he wrote. Some of the African teachers had left. A scvere drought gripped

the country, "The past eight months," he wrote, Yhave been the hardest time




we cver spent in the mission service." Bub he vas not discouraged. The clouds were

rolling avay. The Burton Jewells were b ck with them, and Harry Jennings was

P

in charge of the farm.

The following yecar; however, 1t became evident that 1f his life was to

be saved, he would have to 1eave mission vorke Jewell was aDPOJDbed dlrector

and held this posltlon throughout the remainder of the period under discussione

The Sturdevents went to South Africa to work for a time among the ndtives

around Joha.rmesburg° But his heart remzined in Rhodesia and in 1516 he re-~

R

turﬂed to labor for two years for the Buropeans in the llttle town of Umbtall,

only fort-four miles from Inyazura. A nurber of persons Gecame interested in

the truth, and some vere baptized as a result of this worke

Elder Sturdevent vas one of the most deeply res pvcted m1531onarles to

labou® in Rhodesiza, and his COﬂV“rtS wc“&vho bichone of our netlve working
v

force for a generation. He had his special placel on the mission stations

to vaich he ﬁould rebire for prayer. A well-worn path leading to théé@ sacred
resortp was e#idence that he meb his apﬁointments with God. Without fail on
Friday afternoons after the toil of the week was over, and before the be-
génning of the Sabbath he repaired to ewme of thp . placed.

A number of workers came to Inyazura to assist during the years that

F.B. Jewell was in charge. Among these were H, M. Sparrow, J. R. Campbell,

et

Lavris Sparrow, and, to manage the farm, Evelyn Tarr with his family. In

the year 1917 a terrible epidemic 1f dysentery swept the combry and scores
e ———

of children died. Two of the misslon children passed avay, Lawrence Bowen,
—_—-——-—_-‘-—-——.

[

vho was laid to rest beside his father, and little five-year-old Frankie Takr.

During the following ycmr, flu swept the country, ta”ing another heavy toll,

Mrs. Evelyn Tarr died of it. The mlssion staff also lost Elijah Matebu, the

——

“head teacher in the school, who had entered Solusi as & student in 1905,
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In spite of losses and discouragements, the vork went forward

and the mission grewe A number of ovutschools were establiched end the

school was built up stronglye.

Selukue and Glendale @

Two other missions were opened and operated for 2 time unddr Euro-

pean leadership shortly after Inyazura was founded. Both were in Mashona-

land and served the same language groupe The first of‘thesé was knwvn as

S ——

Selukwve at ;first and later on as the Hanke Missiocn, and is still a strong

M ]

mission center, Here George M. Hutchinson pioncered the waye. For a
Q.bSom ;

tire he was associated with T. J.Qﬁbson and vife, Later in 1913 another

e —— e

phaosion farm of 1600 acres was secured ten miles south of Fort Victorisa

and the Bibsons went there to establish the Glendale Mission, Here they

renained for a number of years, but the African population was sparce

and by 1917 the church merbership numbered only twenby-one. In 1919 the

—

mission reverted to the position of an outstation operated from Hanke to

vhich the Gibcons moved, and ultimately Glendale ves séido Lt the same

———

time Somabula was also reduced to oubstaticn status and so remsined for

several yz2rse

The plan of holding evangelistic meetings in a series for either

Europeans or Africans'gggﬁléttle practiced during the early part of this

pericd in Rhodesia, Jim Hayenza was the first Africen vho had 2 definite

burden to evangelize the people, and we have seen hov he pushed the 1lit-

——

erature vork in Bulaveyo. He followed this up in the szme town by _hold-

O | .
irg an evangeli:tic effort in the lociticn and a strong African church
e

w2s built up. In 1918 ¥, E, Strav corducted the first public evangelistic

——

effort in Bulewayo for Paropeans, and P, W. Hendrie accepted the truth as

Q~,\.--_:_-'>'.,..-.,t_,‘,:L.,,-_»\”., 2
e O T e R D
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our first Rhodesian convert azmong the Puropeans. The following yeer Elder

organized as a reswll,

Organization

During the early years of the century, there was no separzte orgah—

jzation for the mission ficld in the north, ‘Fach station reported directly

to the Union headquarte:s in Cape Town and received its ;approprietions from'

it. Each mission was more or less of a law unto itself. As early as 1914
e A

W, B. Vhite, shortly after taking over the work of the South African Union,

wrote to the General Conference urging that alygf the mission fields in the

north be brought together and formed in an African Union mission,

The General Conference approyod of this jdea end authorized Elder
White to proceed with the plan as soon as it was feasible. In 1915 he placed

a czll with the General Conference for a superintendent for the new union,

and as a result, Elder U, Bender vas chosen, Due to war conditions, it was
e —————

early 1917 before the Benders arrived in Bulaweyo, since they hed to come to

. Africé vie the Pacific and Indian oceans in order toAa#oid the submarine
dangers of the Atlantice |

Elder Bender was nét left long in this position, for within six
months he was called to take the presidency of the Cape Confereﬁceo The
Claremont Union College wis just closing its doors in preparation to mov-
ing to Spion Xop and W, E, Straw, vho had been its president for the last.

tvo years vas chosen to take the place of EldeABender in the Zambesi. Union,

He established the heafiquarters in Bulaweyo, and all of the mission stations

in Northern and Scuthern Rhodesia, together with those in the Nyasaland field
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were Jjoined together to comprize the new Unions,

e

Elder Straw brought a vigorous administration into existence, and

plans for advencement were laid., To strengthen the educetional work of

Solusi as a nativéd treining school to serve the entire field, additional

teachers were secured, Many teachers from all parts of Southern Rhodesia

were czlled to Solusi in 1918 to attend the first of meny teachers! in--

stitutes, Altogether there were ten Furopean and fifty-five African
o
e —

teachers present.

The plan of holding campmeeting, which was first tried out and

et e e et it

proved so successful at Malamulo in 1918 was brought over into the Rho-

desizn missions the following year, and likewise proved a great bless-

ing to the peoples  The educetionel work in particular received great

benefit from Elder Straw's careful supervision and planning. Courses

of study were coordinated betveen the various missionf schools, and -he

p———

standards of education raised in every way possibles




CHAPTER XTIV~
e e et ety

THE MISSIONS OF NORTFEaN RHODISIA

The record of the opening up and developnant of our mission work in
Northern Rhodesia is really simply the s’uorf,* of the found'@and grouth of

tvo mission stationsi—e Risangu in the southrest, and Musofa in the north-
. — ———

LY

east, followed by a brief reference to developments which led toward the es-
——— i . .

tablishment of new work at Chimpempe and in the Kaprivi strip in 1920,

The Birotses were the doninant people in northwest Rhodesia at the

'Liu”aISk&mrn of the century, In 1902 the British government invited their paramount

chief to visit Engiand to witness the coronation of Edward VII, paying all
W

of his expenses, The heathen king was greatly struck by the remarkable prog-

ress which the British nation had made, and rightly attributed much of their

achievemsnts to the enlightening power of ths gospzl, He becams convinced

e

that if his people were ever to leave th2ir backusrd stave and energe into the

3

- a
2 mocern world, they would have to accept a more enlightened religion,

As Iewanika passed through Southz'n Rhodzsiz on his way back to Barolse-
e o e T

land, he met VW, H, Anderson, at that time stationed 2t Solusis. ‘The king ex-

tended a strong invitation to our miscionary to visit his country and estab-
e e— . N

lish mission work. Stirred by this invitation, Anderson wrote 2 report of
% N

his interview for the Review and Herald, at the ssme time sending a request to

the South Africa Conferecnce committee for permission to go north of the Zam-
e,

besi River and prospect for a new mission site, Althoush there were no funds
R
_ : .
available for establishing a new post, the committee grantad the request.

By the middle of July, his plans were rmade to take a group £ Soluei
J Ys

boys and go prospecting in the Northern territory. A letter hed recently come
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stating that his father was critically ill, For a time he was undecidad as to
wheéher to take the furlough which was due or make the triv north firét, but
the urge to explore and evangelize proved the stronéer. e travelled first

S e By
by train to the end of the line then being constructed between Bulawa;o and

PUSEERTL

the Zambasi River st Victoria Falls; then with his boys he struck northwards for
M\-——-‘

the Falls, Reaching the river, he and his party vere ferried across, and then

nade their way to the office of the resident cormiseioner for the new country

who had his headquartefs at Kalomo, about a hundred miles northeast of the Falls,

Here he was well reca:ved in fact he was warmly welcomed, since the
ghalbiuis (8500

goverrmment official realized that nissionaries would prove a powerful aid in

the viork of pacifying the country. He urged Anderson to continue on in the

' same direction and see if he could flnd & sultdble site nesr the kraal of Chief
Lo T obLaOn allc see A1

honze who hwa been cau51ng consicerahle trouble, Incidentally Livingstone haad
\.—.————-
Stopred at this same kraal half s century bafore as may be read in his Journals,

Pay after Bay Anderson's party pressed on. More than once they were in

difficulty cue to 2 shortage of water. It was nearing the end of the dry sca-

son and no rain had falTen for many months, and rost of the rivers vere dry,

'"hey reachzd the end of one parulcujarly long and parchﬁs stretch in a famlshed

and faining condition to flnd that the only water availa b1e was in a pool covered

iy,

over by a thick scum of nasty green growth, Overpowered by thirst they drank of

this without stopping to boil it, and this brought on a severe attack of dysen-

tary. In fact Anderson thought he was drying, and did not expect to see the
St —e———— 0

e ————

light of day next morning, He bade his boys bury him and mark well the spot,

thenreturn to Solusi and tell his companions to press on into the country, let-

ting his grave mark their pathvay, His faithful boys gathered around and sang to

him wntil he fell asleep, In the morning thzy carried his to a Burojz an by the

name of Nalher who carciully nursed the nissionary back to healths

/yu




Arriving at Monze's kraal he visited with the chief, telling him of his

——
~

purpose to establish a mission station in his country, and asking the chief's
3 \\*——————- ).

aid in finding a good site. Anderson well knew that the projected Capzs to

Cairo Railroad wouB bz pushed up through Northern Rhodesia, and he hoped to

locate his new mission not far from its proposed route which in 1902 had not

“baen surveyed. Another factor which he kept in mind in his search was thet the

hew mission might have a plentiful supply of good water so that an abundance of.

fruit and vegetables might be grown. Offering a reward of one pound to any-

one who could sho’ him a satisfactory spring, he began a weary tramp over

hills 2nd valleys. It scemed to him that his ruides led him to every spot in

the country where a 1liltle water might bz found oazing out of the ground. He

well krew that any spring flowing at the end of the dry season might be depand-

ed on not to fail at any time.

One ffternoon after he had nearly despaired of finding the spring he

. longed for, he was led to a beautiful green spot on a hillside where he found

——

clear beautiful vater gushing out at the rate of thousands of gallons an hour,

Delighted, he spent the next day pegzing out the bounds of a five thousand

acre farm, Then just in case he might have guessed wrong about the cirection

——

tha railway might take, he went a hundred miles farther west and pegged out

another farm., Returning to Kalomo he filed trese claims with the cawmission-

er who told hin the land might be bought for 164 an acre with ten years in

>

which to pay for it.

Meking his way back, Anderson did not return to Victoria Falls, but cross-

ed the river dounstream and headed for ths railway line, This he struck sorie

thirty-five niles above the point ths construction company had reacheduhen he

passed up this way four months previously. Regular train service had not yet been

—
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started on this strentch, but the company officer agreed to let Aﬁdefson_ride
in one. of the open trucks at the rate of 2/6 per mile. Not having so much
money, he began walking down the track, When the train came along, he had
already’ covered fifteen miles,'and by giving two'pounds, received permission
to ride the waber truck behind the engins, |

From lMbanji he took the regular train into Bulawayo, reaching the town

at seven o'clock Friday evening. After taking supper with a £ riend, he set

out to walk through the night to Solusi, arriving there'just before sun-

rise having walked over a thousand miles on this trip., His joy at seeing

his fomily again was dimmed only when he learned that his father had passad
e T e e oY

avay {vo days before ke had left for the Zambesi.

Early in 190L, W. H. Anderson, his wife, and baby Naomi left Solusi

and jowrnsyed to the Cape en route to the States., Before leav:nz Bulawayo,

Anderson heard that the nev line would go apprdximately fifty miles from

lonze's kraal to the nortlward. This was a disappointment, but at least, he
R

——

thought, the new nission farm would have a water supply which the superinten-

dent of Solusi might well envy,

Seplember of that same year, Anderson appsared bafors the General

Confersnce Comuittee to plead for funds with which to esteblish 2 new sta-

tion. He adnitted that it would probably be fifty miles from the railway

line, but point=d out that the prospects for mgking ths mission self-suppa t-

ing were excellent. The committee assurad him that they were symp thetic

with him, and wished him God-speed in his efforts to raise the necessary
fundse To a man of Anderscn's temparement, no further invitation was needed,

and within eight nonthss he had ample funds in hand for Jaunching the new mis-

sion, largely raiced among pzople not professing our faithe
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Ieaving Washington, Anderson aﬁd Eis family proceeded to thé old
homstead in Indisna to bring comfort and joy to his widowed mother. Their
time that winter was spent Qisiting this home, and that of Mrs. Anderson's
in Michigéno When the time came for them to leavé, Eﬁderson's.mother decided
'to return with them to Srave the psrils of the winds of centralifrica. On
the 6th of Aprii they vere back in Weshington where Elder Anderson was 0f1

-

dained to ths gospel ministry and sent forth to ploneer the wokk in the

darkness of Northern Rhodesia.

VThe Journey northwarcés from Bulawayo proved mucb mére tedious and trying
than the one vhich Anderson had made by himself two years before. First of
all there was a delay of two weeks at the Falls walting fof'bis wagons, Then
on the Northern side, all new oxen 'had to be obtained ana broken into the
yoke, sincé due to cabttle sickness, no animals from Southérn Rﬁodesia might
) croés the river. At length the waggons, drawn by lbng spans of sixteen oxen
each, and laden with over two tons-of provisions left the small séttéement‘
of Livingstons,

The first day they succeeded in making only five hundred yards, and by
the end of the week had covered seven miles of their long'journey; They héd
coms upon a stretch of deep send, two and a half miles long. The wagons had
gone througﬁ without a léad vhile Anderson and his boys packed two tons.of
supplies through on théir backs, Better progress was made in the weeks Juxedd
shead, but tﬁe journey was not without serious dangers from lions and other
wild animalse |

It was on the 5th day of September, 1905 that Blder Anderson and his

e n————————"

family arrived at the site which he had pegred out two years baforc., During

the time he had besen away, the railroad surveyers bad been tusy, and follow-
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there to tell of the genuine adventur-s which ﬁad befallen her while going
vwith her children into the wilds of central Africa.

There was much hard work to be 6016e As soon as tho plain 1little nud and

pole house had been completed, Elder and Mrs. Andcroon and 1ittle Naomi had n

moved in, and attenbion was turned o planting a garueh, securing some cattle,
ke S w0l O

Setting out an a'chard buildinz a church and school, and provicing some place

for the students to sle2p who came from long distances,

. .

There was little active opposition to the mission, the vast majority

of the people being entirely indifferent to all aspects of the white man's

civilization. A few of Elder Anderson’s boys were bribed to leae him by the

workers on the nearby mission, As has bzen noted in other places, the present—

day name given:--RUSANGU--was unimown Tor at least ten years, tbo place’ being yz:::)

referred to as the Pnrotve Mission, or the Mi531on Farm,

There were g number of important visitors to Rusanzu in 1907. Elder

L)

*:Go A Irwin from thz General Conference csne up with Anderson from Bulavg o by

train, reaching Mission Sidinz at 2:30 on a Sunday morning where they were met
by a wagon drawn by sixteen oxim by which they travelled to the mission. They

found that the houss; (stidl o nly mud ang pdle) had been severely damaged by

storms, the chimney demolished, and lrs, Anderson cooking meals over an tron

open fire out-of-doors. Ho eommented on the many incustries s being started,

the flourishing gardens, the fertile soil, tall mealies and the flourishing

school. Bafore leaving, he also made 2 note of the concition of the house in
et

which thz mis aionaries were 11v1nv and in his report frankly stated that ho con-

sidered it the haight of folly to s=2nd out valubble misskonaries and not pro-

vide homes in which their health could be proyerly protected.
“————.—_'..___‘_ .

Others who followed later in the year were Professor Hayton from Union
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who delighted Fldbr Anoors>n by saying thet the two year students of his school
had already reach fourth grade proficiency in many subjectso Then about the

middle of the year came M, C. Sturdevant, interested in starting yet another

s

new station. Passing by Rusangu, he wenit on another two hundred miles to the
—— s st et totrtae

north where he found a splendid site at{Mwombashilwhere the people pleaded with

him to remain, Ten years later, S, M, Konlg.acher was to ploneer Musofa m1551on

in this area.
P B S i
. One factor which helped break down prejudice and create a favourable

attltude on the pirt of the natives in this area to the mission was the re-

turn of me Mayinza, the Batonga captive who had been taken by the latabele

with his mother into slavery many years before, We have related how he

eventually went to Solusi and became a Chrisiian and a worker, dedic.ting his

life to preaching the massege to his people, When ElderAnderson left in 1903

to prosm et for Rusangu, Jim begged him to try and find out 2bout his father

Sigabasa. Eat aithough Anderson tremped a thousand miles, passing through

scores of villages, his most diligent efforts vere bnffleo, for no trace could

be found of Sigabasa. -

Four years later, after the mission had been established; and while

Anderson and his boys were travelling in a new district, one of thess Solusi

teachers who knew Jim well cams runnins with the news that Jim's father had

been found. WVhen asked huxh how he knew it was Jim's father, the man eplied
\'-m—
that he looked exactly like Jim. When Anderson saw him, he saw it was true,
— _— . o
ad greeded the old man as Sigabasa, It was with genuine pleasure that Ander-

son told Sigabasa that his son had not been killed, but was living in South-

e

ern Fhd esia, Jim was sent for, and arriving found not only his father, but

also his mothar who had likewise escaped from capbivity and returned how ,
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The great need for Rusangu Mission was bztter housing for the mission

family, and an additional family to help with th: work., But South Africa was

in the grip of a financisl crisis, and there was little money available with

vwhich to put up a better house, so for two full years and more they continued
living in their mud and pdle structure. Alarmed by Elder Irwin's warnings,
‘Anderson in 1507 again pled for money for a2 bstter house, and was promised that

the following year;élso would be granted him for this'purpose,'Alas it was to

arrive too late for one faithful soldier.
As early as May, 1907, the General Conference Committee had passed an
action recommending that a man and his wife be found and sent out to the

Barotse Mission, and on the first of December it was voted that providing

H. C. Olmstead woul marry before going, he should be appointed to go and

assist Elder Anderson at Rusangue.

Juﬁst as the rainy season bagan 2t the end of 1907, Elder Anderson re-

turnedfrom a visit to the outschools to find his wifs dahgarously i1l with a

fever vhich rapidly went into blaclwater. Aftsr treating her for several days

he had her carried in a machila to the point where the railway was only two
e ————

and 2 half milesf rom the mission home, and here he flagged the train and took

her dovn to Livinzstone hospital. On the doctor's recommendstion, he took her on

doun to Kimberley to the treatment rooms of Elder and Mrs J. V. Wilson. There

she seerm2d to pick up a little strength, so it was decided she could safely go

on down to the Sanitarium at the Caps. But Sister Anderson's heart was back at

the mission she had left behind, and on her insistance, Elder Anderson left

her and Naomi and teturnzd to his lonely post, the only Adventist Misd onary

in that entire country. Ther~, as funds came forward he began ths construction

of a comfortabtle home into which he h2apsd Yo welcome his companion on her return.
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In the Raview and Herald of February-lB, 1908, there is a leng article
‘ how
by Elder Anderson in which he tells of his wife'!s illness and }f he had sent

her to the Cape. He then begzed that someone be sent forward quickly to help'

with the work, %hat is needed, he said, is "a men who can acquirez the native

languzze. A man who does not know the language and can not sit down and have

a heart-to-heart talk with the native can_nevqyﬁnderstand him," They had

already established two outstations, one of which he had visited recently

and found five hundred personé attending Sabbath sérvides. The crops looked

good, and the potatoes he had harvested were going at $2.50 a bushel. There

was a herd of 100 cattle and twenty poundyéf butter were besing sold every week.

He concluded this article by saying, "Our workers will now have confortable homes,

and should have good health., We have plenty of cattle, fruit, and vegetables,

s0 ¥e can live well."
o e SRS ek

Ales, it was to be several yearsbefore Elder Anderson would again have
3 Vhome" at Rusangu., The same number of the Review vhich carriedhis article
‘bok{ e B ‘
¥orz a not2 on the back page stating that a cable had been received stating

~that lMrs. W. H. Andersoen had died of blackwater fever at the Plumstead Nursing

Home. A1l plans had been made for Mrs. Anderson to sail for the homeland in

March in order to hasten her recover and spzed her return to her waiting hus-
band when this sudden relapse had cut off these hopes, Her husband hastensd down

by arrived too late for the funerél. Taking his 1jttle girl, he returned with

———

her alone to the worke

By the middle of 1908, tle Clmstead femily had arrived in Cape Toun and

R e

took the train for Northern Rhodesia to john EMer Anderson. Bis joy at seecing

this help arrive was cut short when the Olmsteads were forced to leave within

two months because of repecatc . attacks of malaria,

[e—
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By the first of October, 1908; Anderson was again rep&rting in the
Review, He enclosed a picture of his new house, and expréssed the wish that
\ g :

his wife could have lived in it. He also sent a photogrgp h of the new iron roofed

school building for which his wife, in the last days of her life, had donated

M
-
one hundred pounds. He had now been at Rusangzu for three years, and the ba*e

grassy hillsice had been turned into a flourishing orchard and garden, Gone

. were the days when it was one hundred miles to the nearest post o fice, and mail -

had come only once a month, , : 2

There were four hundred fruit trees and vines growing, including plums,

apples, guaves, persimmons, pewpaws, lemons, oranges bananas, granadillas,
N— 5

pineapples, pcars, grapes, and apricots. He had eaten from some, and expected
T e g,

fronm all the following year. (this hope was not bsalized, as somz of these
e

Pruits refuse to besr in the tropics). ALl the boarders hard been wall fed, and

there had been £300 worth of procduce to s21l. One hundred acres of land vere
e S

ﬂhnder cultlvaxjon, and all the work had been done by himself and tle students.

———

Seme boys had comz from the Zambesi vellgz, three hundred miles to the west,

from Lake Tanzanyika, four hundred ml‘es noruh and some from the val~

w
e
=
@®

ley
e canil

once more a2lonz. At night his house secermed so desolate and empty. "My heart

N

to ﬁhe south anc cast of the mission, The Olmsteads had gone, and he was

cries out, 'Come back to me, I am so lonelyl't
Toward the end of this year, shortly &fter the departure of the Olm-

steads, ElderAnderson became quite ill, Not knowing to whom he could turn for

help, he rememberdd his old friend at the Kimberley Baths, and wrote asking

J. Vo Wilson if he might come and help, Wilson resvondad immediately, took

the nert trdn and after veeks of careful mursing had him back on his feet. El-

der Wilson was much impressed by the evangelistic program Anderson was devel op-
\.—_ A.—_——-‘——'
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ing, for his 2im plainly was to give the goopel Lo every native in his district

within a very few years,

Toward the end of 1909, Anderson attended a general workers mcetiﬁg at the
Cape while R, C. Porter wés president, and Conradi was payiné'a visit to South-
ern Affica. On his return he stopped off 2t Kim¥er1ey, Content, and.Solusi,
the field of his earliest labors. Before re;chiﬁg Rusangu, he visited Mr.

Horton, an American rancher living about 100 miles from the mission, When he'

asked our missionary whether he needed some oxfen Anderson said "yes", so Hor-

ton lent him thirty-six for two years.
B A ¥

He arrived at the siding in the pouring rain, and sloshed through pouring
rain and deep mud the six miles to the mission where he found a goad dinner wait-

ing for him. There were now one hundred bors boarding at the school, and he

found twelve girls who had come while he was away., Thers being no girls' com-

pound for them, thay had been sleeping on thz vernadh of his housz, but he

c0.1d not let them continue there., Fe dida 't know what 4o 6o with them, not

feeling that he could elther keep them or send thsm back Im into heathenism,
The question continued to be pressed whether Anderson should not take a

furlough to America, but he felt this was impossible'until some relief could e

found for the missikn he had so carefully built ﬁp. At the time of his wife's

: deatl; J. V. Wilson had asked him whether he might not now be.anxiqus to'retﬁrﬁ

to the homelend, but Andersoﬂ had replied in the negative, stating thét he now

had a much largsr invebtment in Africa. But help was on the way, and by the

end of 1909, not only had J. R, Campbell and wife joined him, bul Christopher

Robinszon as well.

The long delayed furlough was at length taken, and by Christmgs time,

he and his mothorless daughter were once more in Washington, At first he had
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planned only on a fur]bugh to the Cape, but business mattérs had led him to

4

return to the homeland. The nature of at least part of this business czn be

guessed when we note that on the 3rd of may he was united in marriage to Miss

3

Mary Perin of Michita, Kansas. Ansious to get back to the work he loved so
' T

mich, he sailed with his bride and daughter nine days later. Mrs. Anderson

had no illusions in regard to the work which lay before her, but she de not,

flineh, For Torty years she was to stand by his side encouraging h1m<in all

of his endeavours., Arriving at Rusangu she threw herself into ths task of
R Giutieto 52 e
learning the lanouage, and so well had she succeedad that within twelve months
: ' Chitonga .
Ehe was translating tessons in 01d Testament History into the Bozmpa gongue,

Jo R. Campbell had been in charge during the absencs of Anderson, Late

in 1910, he had walked some two hundred and fifty miles down into the loue

velley of the Zambesi, prospecting up and down its banks ané pegging outsites

for ninz more outschools, SOﬁD of these schools were actually'esuaollahvd,

and fTourished for several years but the couniry is very low 1y1nu, and even

the Africans suffered severely fran fever and one by one the sdhools viers

abendoned until not one was left. It is likely that on this trip Campbell
picked up a heavy malarinl infectlon, for not long aftor his return from that

trip, he vas forcco to leave Northern Rhodesia, and E, C, Silsbue took his place,

Ee and G. Robinson were to work tosether with Anderson thron"h 1911 and 1912,

It vas a gtrong W am, ard the work continued to expand. There was now

a genuine interest in schools, and many calls came in. These schools were us-
_——-———————————‘M

vally granted tuwenty acres of land, and by supplying the teacher with a plough,
.—’-—\

and with the help of his villaee studonts, the teacher was often able to make his
. N_,_____-

school. quite self-supparting.  The govermaent ¥as well pleased with the progress

vhich thase schools were making, and vere re quite willing to coopercte when it was

found that more land was needed,

——e
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Still it was by no means smooth sailing. True the value of the physical

plant at Rusangu had continued to grow so that by 1911 it was valued at over

fifteen hundred pounds. Bat the trip of hsathenism on the people proved hard to
e el WL

loosen., After ten years of hea rt-bre sking wvork, the number of baptized converts

in the entire field did not exceed fifty-~five, of whom some épparently‘were un-

faithful, for in 1917, the baptized membership of the Barotse Mission was set

down as 22! The workers continued to come and go. Fever smote @ wn one after-

another, When C. Robinson was called away in 1912, Rusangu entered upon another

lean time so far as workers werec concsrned.

Elder Anderson, whose health had stocd up rémarkably We11>for many years

s ndﬁ prostrated by onc attack after another of fever., He bad besen grostly

p—1

haartonad in the middle of 1912 by a visit from Elder Porter. Together they

.o

made a nu,bar of visits to outs choo]s and had some extremeély interesting, if

not to say dangerous eXperiences with lions.,

On the fourth of March, 1913, Silsbtee went to take up mission work &n

Basutoland, so for a time Elder Anderson was entirely alone again. In response

R ——————————

to his appeal for help, another family from Solusi, J. Victor Wilson md vife

went 1o Rusangu. (Hot to be confused with J. V. Wilson and wife of Kimberley)
— e ‘ _ _
This was a family Gestined to remain for ten ye:irs in the field, and to make a

very vital and lastirg contribution to the development of our work in Northern

Rhodesia. Fe was enthuciastic over the possibilities he saw at Rusangu for de-

velopment, and wasted no time in turning these possibilities into realities,

In 1916 Elder and Mrs, Anderson lef on furlough and his place was taken

by R. F. Stockil, Arriving at Rusangu he found the Wilson family busy at work,

and anothsr f<mﬁ}" that of S. li. Konigmacker who had spent seven yeors in Nyasa-

land, and who was_to pioncer the work on two new stations in Northern Rhodesia:--
‘______-___———"‘-"‘—_
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Musofa and Katamelimo. Konigacher ceme to Rusangu in 1915 remaining theie

——————

Bor about two years, taking part in all of the usual tasks on the mission

\

which included building. A brief report to the Review and Herald in Sept~

ember ran:-~ "The sun i 5 cruelly hot. These houses are not, much hofter than
those with grass foofs, but they are safer. I have been out in thé field

in ths heat pf the day too much. Taken ill in the corn field, I did not
know whether I could get to the house or not, but am better now. Oh, it

¥ill be a happy dny when the work is finished,® '

When the Andersons left on furlough, Stockil became director of the

mission until the Zambezi Union was formed and Northern Rhodesia bscane a

—

mission field with headquarters at Lﬁsaka/ in 1919. Uniil that time, Elder
S

Stickil carried both Rusangu and the field. Then he appointed J. Victor

Wilson director of the mission while he devoted his entire time to the field.

Elder and Hroe Anderson did not return to the Rhodesias after their furlough.

During the twelve years since he had crossad thé Zambesi to estzdlish the vork,
IR T S .

Elder Anderson had witnessed tremencdous changes,

Musofa I'?ission

arly in 1917, the long deferred plan of establishing yet another mis-

sion station in Northern Rhodesia was taking effect when S. M. Konggmacher

visited tle goverawent officials in a district some two hundred miles norih-

east of Rusangu. Here he was given title to twenty acras of land, with the

——————— .

promise of eighty more should th: work develop as Xonigmacher had outlined

it to them.

e oot —

It was hers at Musofs Hisnion that the Honigmachars were called upon
et et

to lay their third ceild in the grave, litile Joseph who was taken with malaria,
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They had been encouraged shortly before'bf a visit frOm}fo E. Straw, ﬁha
president of the newly esteblished Zawbesi Unione FElder Strow wrote that
he found it a difficult pldce for the misslionaries to live, The presence |

—

of the teetso fly meant that no horses, mules, donkeys, or cabtle of any

kind could live, The attendance at :services already exceeded a hundred,

s

although the mission had been founded only at the beginning of the yeare, It

wgs & truly xaw heathen population for vhom they were working, and no other

socicty had ever woriz=d therzs before, The ten commandnents had been tfans-

lated into the Chiswaka lénguage, and tize boys could repesat them to the

fifth, The school enrollment excceded that of Rusangu, there being 170

pupils in regular attendances

Two years later, yet anothor visitor was expected at Mesofa; the
o — —

mission which was still called 2t the time the Kongo Border Missione, 2Zut

mail service vas very poor, and Konigmacher ;did not know oa what train his

rests were cozinze So vaen Es E. Andross with Elder Straw arrived at the
5

slding, they found no one ¥o mech them, Not reélishing a walk of twenty-tvo

miles through the willd animal infested bush, they decided to 13dx remain on

the train; and the lonely missionarics wore sorely disappointed. They later

found out that for two weeks the mission boys had been meeting each train

without success; and the traln they had travelled on was the first one vhich had

not been thus meto
—r——

Before the end of the perlod under study, two other moves were made
which in time were to result in opening up new missions, It was in 1919 that

Pastor Straw and John de Beer went into Northezst Rhodesiz, three hundred

.miles from the nearsst rallway, and pesgged oub the site for Chimpeps Mission t3

SN

It wae not until 1920 or 21 that the Hurlows pioneered this statione
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.. Over on the other side of the.territory.lay the Caprivi Stripp. In 1919
a nati&e‘chief in this area sent a request to the rcsi&ent commissionér of
Bechuanaland askinz for a miésionaryo This mén mneﬁAAnderson who vas at that'
£ime in the Protectorate, and he invitod.him té investiga§e°> As‘a'resuit he
went into the strip anci saw tw.o Basubejra chiefs vho both éar:c‘xes’c.'ly asked for
a missionary fof their people. Anderson then proceeded to interviev the col;
onial Secretary,‘Sir Herbert Stanley and Lord Buxtpn’the High Commissioner in
fay, 1920, anﬁ secured their permission for us $o begin work. In August of
tﬁat same year, J. Victor Wllson took scne native ‘teachers there and esigblished
viork, This was to prove the 6pﬁning vedge for our entfance into Barotselaﬁd
proper vhere ve heve a large tork today aleng the upper reaches of the Zambeéi:_
Thus the yezr 1920 ame with twommission stationsﬂin operation, The
- smzllest being that of Musofa vhere Flder and Mrs, Xonigmacher were pioneer-
ing, the larger and older the Ruéanguunission;with Jo Uitor Wilson superintcn-
“dent of a fast growing worko On the maperiél'side; thié was‘our nost prosper—
ous mission in Scutﬁern Africao‘ As Elder Straw made his report at é Union
Conference session, Rusangu was entirely free of debt, had recently ereg@ed
& nev dining room, é new school building, and still had'a surplus of _five
hundred pounds which would be ;taken for the Union rescrve fund. As an in-
dustrial superintendent, Wilson had proved himself»far above average, The
real harvest of souls, however, for which all this vas dgveloped? stidl lay
in the fﬁtureo For Rusangu Mission came up to the end of itsxfifSu fifteen
years with a membcrship of less than one hundred believers, But the workers
were not discouraged, realizing that the sowing and viceping time must preceed
the harvest, They were content to heed the admoniétion of Paul when he wrotes—-
"Let us not bo weary in vell~doingp for in due season, vie shall reap if wo |

faint noto" Gal, 6:9,
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Y:'TRODUCTION TO HYASALAYD

Nyasaland has t-cn called the Land of Livingstone, and not withou

reason. Very little was known of ths country bafore his visits. In two
expaditions, he explored the country, In letters and journals he described

the fertile highlands, pointing out how suitable they were for European Set-

. tlement. It was in Nyasaland that hs first came face to face with the hor-

. rors of the slave trads in its most hideous form:=—that traffic which he was

to spené S0 many:years in fighting during the latter part of kis life,

From close observation cxtenéing over many years, he cam to the con-
“clusion that the slave traffic‘waﬁ nourishsd by two factorse -Firstly the
Aradb tracders in Africa found that ivory was the most profiﬁable article of
comnerce. To transport large quantities which they could securc in the in-
terior to ths East African ports, many vorters were nesded, Since voluntary

porters could not be szcured as cheaply as slaves, the latter vere employod.

3

The second factor was the lack of comiercz. The Arabs were preparcd to sup-

ply guns, cloth, axes; bzads, kniVQs.and sinilar articles to the chiefs, but
did so only in exchmyge for ivory or SIQVeé,

Livingstone came to feel that the nost effective vay to destroy the
slave trade would be to open up 13gitimaté trade with the.interipr of Africa.
Ee therefors ssnt a stronﬁ appeal to his naﬁive Scot.lznd, urging ﬁhat a
Christian trading company be forred which would supply the natural desiras of
‘the Lfricans for civilized goods but which would not deal in slaves of alcohol.

In response to this appeal, the Fres Church of Scotland went out a group

of miscionaries in 187h headed by tha incomitable Dr. Robert TLaw: . DPurinz
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his fifty years in Nyasdland, Dr. Laws was to witness the establistment and

growth of the Livinpetonia Miesion and church with thousands of coaverts.,

 -Anothcr branch of the Scottish Presbyterian church foundzd the Blantyre

Mission in the southarn part of the country, o

For fh§ promotion of Chriotian trade and comurcz, the Afrlcan Lakes
Corporation vas char*n“ed i} Sconland vhich proceeded to estaolluh store
throughout tha COLntry. This company has endeavored to maintain Christian
principles in its dealinﬂs uith the Africans. It is interesting to note
that even today thﬁ company remains true to its orig ginal alms.

Following ths missionaries and traders came government ofllcialu.

slave

They worked to stop the trzde trade. The Nyasaland Protectorate was pro-

clairod in 1691 and the relsn of law éndvorder began, - The Arabs refused

to glve up thair slaving practices without a strugrle. One of fhe nost

ﬁotorious slavers, llozi, led a final uprising against the.government in

1895. After several months of hard fighting, this was put down ané'ﬁlozi

was captured and hunj, .

Other miss onary SOCiPtleu entered xyaealana. The people proved very
susc2ptible to Christiani tyﬂ With the pewssible exception of Ugan WWa, no
otﬁer Lfrican country has been the scene of more intense missionnny gectivi-
ty nor with more gratilying results, Touards the close of the cnntxry thu
Seventh-day Eapbists opened up mission work, and although it was not con-
ducted on an extensive scale was not without significance. Brcause of their
teachings in regard tg the OVOnth—dqy Sabbath, they wore to prepare the

way for the entrance of the third sngel's message o

With the orening of thz twentisth century, the hour had str

tha entrance of that nessaga into Nyasaland,



LAYING THS WO AIDTIONS

BEarly in 1907 J. Co Regers and wife left South Africa and went to
Sy

'Southern Rhodesia, They had