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' PRESENT 'AND FUTURE.

How speaks the present hour ?—“ Act!”
- Walk, upward glancing;

So shall thy footsteps in glory be traced,
Slow, but advancing.

Scorn not the smallness of daily en-
= deavour, - .

Let the great meaning ennoble it ever;

Droop not o'er efforts expended in

vain, :
Work as believing that labour is gain.

What doth the future say ?>—Hope !”
Turn thy face sunward!
Look where light fringes the far-rising
slope,
Day cometh onward.
Watch ! Though so long be the twilight
delaying,
Let the first sunbeam arise on thee
praying ;
Fear not; for greater is God by thy
side,
Than armies of Satan against thee
allied. —Author Unknown.

—_—————

The Last Reform Movement,
THREE of the present series of Sab-
bath-school lessons arve devoted to a
study of “The Second Advent Move-
ment,” and the snbject of the lesson

. for September 5 is “The Last Gospel

Message.”

A review of the history of the gospel
revelation shows that there has ofttimes
been the expectation of the speedy ful-
filment of the promises of God, aud
that the faith of believers has frequently
been severely tried by repeated delays
in the accomplishment of the an-
nounced purpose.” The promise of a

Redeemer to come in the flesh was so .

vivid to our first parents in the declar-
ation that the seed of the woman should
bruise the serpeut’s head, that when

- Cain was born they regarded him as

the promised One, and expressed that
idea in the name which they gave to
him. The hope that the great De-
liverer might appear as one of. her own
family was cherished by many a
mother in Israel, and the passing of
one generation after another did not
extinguish this hope.

To Abrabam, who looked for the

speedy increase of his literal seed and
for the immediate possession of the
promised land, it was revealed that
there would be a delay of at least four
centuries duoring which his seed would
be “sojourners in a land that is not
theirs,” and that he himself would “ be
buried in a good old age.” Thuns Abra-
ham was taught to look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the crea-
tion of the new earth as the time for
the falfilment of the promise concern-
ing his seed. Therefore “by faith be
becaine a sojourner in the land of prom-
ise, as in a laud not his own, dwelling
in tents; with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs
with him of the same promise : for he
looked for the city which hath the foun-
dations, whose builder aud maker is
God. . . . These all died in faith, not
having received the promises, but hav-
ing seen them and greeted them from
afar, and having confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth.” They rested in hope during
the long delay while the purposes of
God were being accomplished.

‘When David desired to build a honse
for Jehovah, this message was sent to
him through the prophet Nathan :
“Wheun thy days are fulfilled, and thon
shalt sleep with thy fathers, T will set
up thy seed after thee, that shall pro-
ceed out of thy bowels, and I will estab-
lish his kingdom. He shall build a
house for My name, and I will establish
the throune of his kingdom forever. I
will be his father, and he shall be My

son: if he commit iniquity, T will

chasten him with the rod of men, and
with the stripes of the children of men ;
but My loving-kinduess shall not depart
from liim, as I took it from Saul, whom
T put away before thee.  And thy house
and thy kingdom shall be made sare
forever beforc thee: thy throne shall be
established forever.” David, and those
who followed after him, recognized this
as a prophecy and promise of the com-
ing Messial, the son of David, concern-
ing whom the angel afterward said to
Mary : “The Lord God shall give unto

Him the throne of His father David :

and He shall reign over the house of

Jacob forever; and of His kingdom

there shall be no end.”. Wearied with

waiting for the fulfilment.of this prom-

ise, and taunted by many with its fail-

ure, the Psalinist uttered this plaintive

inquiry and reminder :—

Lord, where are Thy former loving-kind-
nesses,

Which thou swarest unto David in Thy
faithfalness ?

Remember, Lord, the reproach of Thy
servants ;

How I do bare in my bosom the reproach
of all the mighty peoples,
Wherewith T'hine enemies have re-

proached, O Jehovah, ‘
‘Wherewith they have reproached the
footsteps of Thine anointed. -

The coming of the Anointed had
beeu so loug delayed that some reproach-
fully declared that the promise had
failed, and that He never wonld comne.
And yet the delay continued.

In due course of time the prophetic
periods were announced, and a time
limit was set before which the Messiah
would not appear. First came the
general predictions of the Babylonish
disaster, and later the duration of the
captivity was declared through the
prophet Jeremiah to be seventy years.
During the captivity Daniel was given
a foreview of the successive world-king-
doms whick would appear previous-to
the setting up of the everlasting king-

dom of God, and in later revelations it -

was made known to bim that “from
the going forth of the commandment
to restore aud to build Jerusalem unto
the Auointed One [Messiah], the
prince,” would be sixty-nine weeks of
years, or 483 years; that the euemy of
(rod’s people, symbolized by the little
horn apon the nondeseript beast, would
have power over saiuts, times, and laws
for u period of 1,260 years’; and.that
the treading underfoot of the sanétuary
and  the hest’ weuld contivueumbil
‘twenty-three centuries had ibeen meas-
ured off, when a work dedignuted us-the
cleansing of the sanvtuary woald take
place.. Thts a definites linit ‘was.an-
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nounced to the delay in the fulfilment
of the promise concerning the mani-
festation of the Deliverer in the flesh,
and an equally detinite limit was placed
upon ‘the period during which the
people of God would be held in spiritual
captivity, and the true service of God
in “the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, not man,” would be despised
and perverted. This deferred the final
deliverance into the distant future, and
interposed a long delay before the glori-
ous hope of a complete trinmph over
the enemies of God and His church
counld be realized.

All these time prophecies have been
fulfilled. The Messiah appeared ¢ wheun
the fulness of time came”; the little
horn arose and did his work of perse-
cuting the saints and perverting the
truth during the allotted time; and the
sanctuary and the host were trodden
under foot, and the ministry of Christ,
the great High Priest in the heavenly
sancbuary, was set aside in favour of a
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that are therein, and the sea and the
things that are therein. that there shall
be delay no longer; but in the days of
the seventh angel, when he is about to
sound, then is finished the mystery of
God, according to the good tidings which
He declared to His servants the pro-
phets.” There could be no further
delay. A mighty angel had announced
in the most emphatic manner possible
that in the time of the seventh angel
all the things promised through the
prophets would find their accomplish-
ment, and the hope of the ages would
be consurmnmated.

The chronology of the line of pro-
phecy iu which the trumpet symbols
are employed, indicates that the sixth
trumpet closed in 1840, and thab the
seventh wounld come “quickly” after
that. TFrom the prophecies of Daniel,
compared with other portions of the
Scriptures, we learn that the toug period
of 2,300 years came to a close in 1844,
Thus the 2,300 years included the whoie
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the mystery of God has not changed the
character of the work to be done in
order to prepare a people for the set-
ting up of the everlasting kingdom of
God; aud the threefold message of
Rev. 14 :6-12, which is the last pro-
clamation of saving troth before the
Tord of glory appears in the clonds of
heaven, is “the everlasting gospel”—
the same gospel of righteousness by
faith which has been the comfort and
the hope of God's people in all ages.
In this last effort to establigh the truth
in the hearts of the people, all the doc-
trines of the complete gospel must be
presented in the setting appropriate to
the neatness of the advent of Christ.
Truths which - have been set aside
must be restored, aud truths which
bave been perverted must be again
tanght in their purity, and all must be
taught as the development and applica-
tion to the life of the one vital principle
—righteousness by faith.

The great second advent movement

service inveuted by man, antil the time  time of delay, and ab its close the seventh  arose at the right time to take its place
announced to Dauiel the prophet ar- angel wonld sound,and the gospel work — chronologically as the suceessor of all
rived. In the meantime throngh the would be speedily finished. In other past reform movements at the close of
prophet John the limit of all delay had ~ words, at the close of the 2,300 years the long delay—a delay as viewed from
been announced in these words: “The would be inangurated a movement in  the human standpoint, the explanation
angel that I saw standing upon the sea  preaching the gospel which wonld be of which is found in the fact that the
and upon the earth lifted up his right the last effort for reform in the world, — Lord “is long-suffering to you-ward, not
hand to heaven, and sware by Him and which would prepare a people for  wishing that any should perish, but that
that liveth forever and ever, who created  the final consummation. There would all should come to repentance.” It is of
the heaven and the things that are be delay no longer. the nbmost importance that this great
therein, and the earth and the things The long delay in bringing to a close  second advent movement should vindi-
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cate its elaim to be the last reform
movement by teaching with clearness
and power the same vital gospel which
has been the theme in all the past
movements for the salvation of the peo-
ple—a righteousness by faith which is
revealed in obedience to the command-
ments of God. This is the third angel’s
message. W. W. Prescorr.

—_— e

Trusting to Feeling.
Part 1.

IuprESSIONS and feelings are no sure
evidences that a person is being led by
the Lord. Satan will, if he is unsus-
pected, give feelings and impressions.
These are not correct and safe guides.
All should acquaint themselves thor-
oughly with the evidences of our faith,
and the great study should be how they
can adorn their profession, and bear
fruit to the honour of God.—Review and
Heyald, No. 31, 1886.

At times a deep sense of unworthi-
ness will send a thrill of terror through
the soul: bub this is no evidence that
God has changed toward us, or we to-
ward God. No effort should be made
to rein the mind up to a certain in-
tensity of emotion. We may not feel
to-day the peace and joy which was felt
yesterday, but we should by faith grasp
the hand of Christ, and trost Him as
fully in the darkness as in the light.
—Review and Hevald, No. 26, 18817.

Be not disconraged hecause yonr
heart feels hard.  Every obstacle,
every eternal foe, only increases your
need of Christ. He came to take
away the heart of stone, and give you
a heart of flesh. Look to Him for
special grace to overcome your peculiar
faults. When assailed by temptation,
steadfastly resist the evil promptings;
say to your soul, “How can I dis-
honour my Redeemer?” OCry to the
dear Saviour for help to sacrifice every
idol, and to put away every darling sin.
Let the eye of faith see Jesus
standing before the Father’s throne,
preseuting His wounded hands as He
pleads for you. Believe that strength
comes to you through your precious
Saviour.—Review and Fervald, No. 18,
I88I.

We are not to make our feelings a
test by which to discern whether we
are in or out of favour with God,
whether they be what we consider en-
couraging or not. As soon as oue be-
ging to contemplate his feelings, he is
on dangerous ground. If he feels joy-
ous, he is confident that he is in a
favourable condition; but when a
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change comes, as it will, for circum-
stances will be so arranged that feelings
of depression will make the heart sad,
then he will naturally be led to doubt
that God has accepted him. Do not
study yourself ; look away from self to
Jesus. While yon acknowledge your-
self as a sinuner, yet you may appropriate
Christ as your sin-pardoning Redeemer.
Jesus came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance. Satan will
not be slow in presenting to repentant
sonls suggestions and difficulties to
weaken faith and destroy courage. He
hias manifold temptations that he can
send trooping into the mind one after
another ; but the Christian must not
study bis emotions, and give way to his
feelings, or he will soon entertain the
evil guest, doubt, and become entangled
in the perplexities of despair. Expel
the suggestions of the enemy by con-
templating the matchless depth of your

Saviour’s love.—Signs, No. 56, 1894.

Do not exalt your feelings or be
swayed by them, whether they be good,
bad, sad, or joyful. . . . We caunnot
be lifted up in thought, or know what
it is to be the sons and daughters of
God, unless we trust implicitly in the
Word of God ; for Satan will ever be on
the ground to dispute our claims. We
must educate the soul to trust in God’s
Word with unwavering confidence.
Let gratitude and thankfulness flow out
of the heart, and cease to hurt the
heart of Christ by doubting His love,
which has been assured to us by most
astounding evidences ; for He so loved
us as to give His own life for us, that we
should not perish, but have everlasting
life.—Signs, No. 56, 1894.

It is no sign that Jesus has ceased
to love us because we experience doubts
and discouragements. Affliction comes
to us in the providence of God in order
that we may see that Christ is our
hielper, that in Him is love and conso-
lation.
we may be overcomers, and inherit the
life that measures with the life of God.
We must have an experience so that
when afflictions come upon us we shall
not depart from the faith and choose
fables.—Signs, No. 19, 1896.

We should grow daily in faith in
order that we may grow up to the full
measure of the spiritnal stature of
Christ Jesus. We should believe that
God will answer our prayers, and not
trust to feeling. We should say, «“ My
gloomy feelings are no evidence that
God has not heard me; I do not want
to give up on account of these emotions ;
for faith is the substance of things

We may receive grace wherchy -

hoped for, the evidence ‘of:,{things not
seen.—Signs, No. 19, 1896.

The rainbow of promise encircles the
throne of God. I come to the throne,
pointing to the sign of God’s faithful-
ness, and cherish the faith that works
by love and purifies the sonl. We are
not to believe because we feel or see
that God lears us; we are to trust to
the promise of God. We are to go
about our business, believing that God
will do just what He las said He will
do, and that the blessings we have
prayed for will come to us when we
most need them. Every petition enters
into the heart of God when we come
believing.  We have not faith enough.
We should ook upon our Heavenly Fa-
ther as more willing to help ns than an
earthly parent is to help his child.—
7d.

When we go to Him for wisdom or
grace, we are not to look to ourselves
to see 1f He has given us a special fegl-
ing as an assurance that He has fulfilled
His word. [Feeling is no criterion.
Great evils have resulted when Chris-
tians have followed feeling. Satan can
give feelings and impressions, and those
who take these for their guide will
surely be led astray. How do I know
that Jesus hears my prayers 7—I know
it by His promise. He says He will
hear the needy when they cry unto
Him, and I believe His word. He
has never said to the seed of Jacob,
Seck ye in vain.—Signs, No. 19, 1884.

If we would develop a character
which God can accept, we must form
correct habits in our religious life.
Daily growth is as essential to growth
in grace, and even the spiritual life
itself, as is temporal food to physical
well-being. We should accustom onr-
selves to lift the thoughts often to God
in prayer. If the mind wanders, we
must bring it back; by persevering
effort, habit will finally make it easy.
We caunot for one moment separate
ourselves from Clrist with safety. We
may have His presence to attend us.at
every step, but only by observing the
conditions which He Himself has laid
down. '

Religion must be made the great
business of life. Everything else should
be held subovdinate to this. All our.
power of soul, body, aud spirit must be
engaged in the Christian warfare. We
must look to Christ for strength and..
grace, and we shall gaiu the victory as
surely as Jesus died for us.—Review and.
Hevald, No. 18, 1881. Phil, 4: 6-7.

Satan is very ready to insinnate that
prayer is a mere. form, and. avails. ug




4 UNION CONFERENCE RECORD.

nothing.: He canuoet bear to bave his
powerful ‘rival appealed to. At the
sound-of fervent prayer the hosts of
darkness fremble.  Fearing that their
“captive may escape, they form a wall
around him, that Heaven’s light may
not.reach- his soul. But if in his dis-
“tress and helplessness, the sinner looks
to  Jesus,. pleading the merits of His
blood, onr compassionate Redeemer
‘listeng - to the earnest, persevering
prayer of faith, and sends to his deliv-
erance a reinforcement of angels that
excel in strength. And when these
angels, all-powerful, clothed with the
armour of Heaven, come to the help
of the fainting, pursued soul, the angels
of darkness fall back, well knowing
that their battle is lost, and that one
more soul is escaping from the power
of their influence.—Signs No. g4,
7886. Ps. 20 : 1, 2, 6.

Pray in faith. “This is the victory
that- overcometh the world, even our
faith.” Prevailing faith is the prayer
of living faith; it takes God at His
~word, and claims His promises. Feel-
ing has nothing to do with faith.
When faith brings the blessing to your
heart, and you rejoice in the blessing,
then it is no more faith, but feeling.
How strange it is that men will pnt
confidence m the word of their fellow-
men, and yet find it so hard to exercise
living faith in God! The promisesare
ample; why not accept them just as
they read? “lle that spared not His
own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things ?”—Stgns, No.
44, 1886.

Our Mission Field

An Interesting Occasion in Singa~
pore,

At seven o’clock on Thursday movn-
ing, June 25, a company of about thirty
Sabbath-keepers sailed across the waters
of Singapore Harbour to a quiet and
shady spot for the purpose of witnessing
the burial in baptism of seven precious
souls.

+ In condueting the ceremony, Brother
Jones . announced. the Scriptures in
i English; and read and commented upon
. themy in.Malay, after which one of our
-~ Chipese . hrethren read the same from
. -his..Chinege -Bible. | In this way all
Jpresent ;were benefited by the service.
After prayer had been offered in the

G

same three languages, the congregation
joined in singing the hymn “1 Will
Follow Thee My Saviour™ as the can-
didates were buried with their Lord.

Brother Chan and wife, who were the
first to be led to the water’s edge, are
the parents of our young Chinese lady
canvasser. For more than a year they
bave taken a very active part in inter-
esting Chinese in the truth for these
days. 'They, with their daughter, are
planning to go to Pepang on July 1,
where they will continue the same line
of work they have been doing in Singa-
pore. Their eldest son also was bap-
tized on this occasion. He has been
assisting in the detail tract society work
for several months,

The remaining four were young men
from our school, one of whom was
formerly a student in China under Bro-
ther Kel, and after coming to Singa-
pore was a preacher among the Chinese
Presbyterians.  He will now visit, and
work up an interest among, the Chinese
of Singapore.

Another of these four was a yonng
Chinese of about seventeen ycars of
age, who has been our mainstay in the
genceral industrial work at the school
fora number of manths, and bas proved
himself faithfnl in every particular.

Ezekiel and Gaius, who are from
Battakland, Sumatra, were the other
two. We have every reason to believe
that all these individuals are sincere in
the step which they have taken, and it
did our hearts good to see them go for-
ward in this ordinance. We regret
that Immanuel was not here to take
part also.

While we sailed to and from the spot,
songs of praise and thanksgiving as-
cended to God from the bappy company.

On the Friday evening following,
about the same nnmber gathered to-
gether in the wission house at the com-
mencement of the Sabbath to take part
in the ordinances of the Lord’s house.

On bhoth of these occasions we were
forcibly impressed with the words of
the prophet Isaiah,—* Behold, these
shall come from far: and lo, these from
the north and fram the west: and these
from the land of Sinim [China].” Sev-
cral distinct nationalities were repre-
sented at these gatherings, which
reminded us of the great gathering
when representatives from all natious,
kindreds, tongues, and people, shall
come to worship before God.  We trust
many more from this. place will yet take
their stand among God’s people. Pray
that this may be so.

NrrTin MILLs.

Mount Pleasant, 147 T hompson Road,

Singapore, June 28, 1908.
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I Our Field Work

AN ADVENT SONG.

Sound the loud trumpet o’er land and o’er
sea

Jesus is congxing His people to free!

Shout! for the power of the tyrant is

broken,

The kingdoms of earth form the king-
dom of God.

Rejoice and exult—yon cloud is the
token !

He comes to receive us, He says in His
Word. - . :

Sound the loud trumpet o’er land and o’er
sea,

Jesus is coming His people to free !

Praise to the Lord, for truth is His
throne ; :

Weuk ones of earth, your cause is His own!

Long have ye watched for this glorious

: hour .

When Jesus would smite Oppression’sred
hand.

Behold, how He comes with almighty
power,

O’er dark sin and death a victor yon
stand !

Sound the loud trumpet o'er land and o’er
sea,

Jesus is coming His people to free !

J. GIBSON.

Broken Hill.

Our tent has now been runuing for

“three months; but the time hag come

when we must take it down for the
winter. Most of the time the evenings
have been very cold; this has prevented
many from attending. Heavy frosts
have been frequent of late.

We are now engaged in the work of
church building; and hope to have be-
fore long a permanent place where we can
worship. The land has cost us thirty-
five pounds and we expect the building
will cost fifty pounds. The company
here are not many, the Sabbath-school
numbering thirty-five while the church
record bears twenty-three names.  The
compauy, with the exception of two
brethren, is composed of sisters. “None
are rich financially, so“ the work of
building falls heavily upon us. We

* would again remind our readers of the

need here. We have not been able to
find any place that we could secure for
meetings, and none of the homes can
accommodate the number attending ;
this is one reason why we have kept
our tent up so long.

Twenty-five per cent of the money for
material must be found at once, and the
balance paid within eighteen months.
We would therefore be grateful for any
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help that can be given in this matter.

Broken Hill is now in the midst of a
financial crisig, and the way out has not
yet appeared. Thousands have lately
left the district, and others are pre-
paring to go.

A few statistics about Broken Hill

may be of interest. In'1907 the people
of the Silver City spent £16,000 on
apples and oranges, and £8,300 ou other
fruit, £24,000 on fresh vevetab]es, and
£8, 000 on potatoes. Firewood rep-
resents an outlay of £22,520, and hay
and flour £97,000. Ews to the num-
ber of 8,00(),000 were 1mpo1ted at the
cost of £26,000, while the butter snpply
represents £54,000. Everything in the
way- of daily requirements must be i-
ported, as nothing grows up here.
. We are endeavouring to get the mes-
sage before the people, but the progress
is slow as the people think mostly of
earthly things. With many life is a
constant straggle in which religion has
no part.

There are many needy fields, but 1
know of none more needy than Broken
Hill. We hope to have the building
ready for occupation before the Union
Conference. R. Haru.

The Victorian Missionary
Convention,

THTS meeting was held iu Melbourne,
July 81 to August 9, at the Temperance
Hall, that being the most central place
for all to attend. The attendance was
good and the interest grew day by day
from the beginning to tlie close of the
meeting. Some of the bretltren, not
undersbandm(r tie nature of these
missionary conventions, questioned the
wisdom of leaving their fields of tabour
for so long a time (ten days) for snch a
purpose, but became fully satisfied that
1t was time and effort well spent, and
that wonld prove a great blessing to
them in their future labours.

The general programme followed

~was much the same a8 in previous
wconventions, and the lines of instruction
also the same. ‘Tlie interest and cu-
thusiasm of the class was an inspiration
to those who gave the instruction.

We were greatly favoured in having
the presence and labours of Pasior
Porter on this occasion. As is known,
Brother and Sister Porter are here on
their way to Africa, having accepted
a call from the Geueral Conferetice to
that - field. The ‘labours of Brother
Porter proved a great blessing to the
convention, and will be a blessing to
the work in Victoria.

The two Sabbaths of the conventioni

were of special interest. During the
forenoon the ministers present were
distributed among the different congre-
gations of our people in Melbourne and
its suburbs; and. in the afternoon we
met in a union meeting in the North
Fitzroy church. On the first Sabbath
a model young people’s meeting was on
the programme, and was leld with ex-
cellent effect. It was both interesting
and instroctive. On the second Sab-
bath, after a short Bible-study on the
power of the message in the closing
work, the time was given to the con-
oregation for a praise and testimony
meebing, and a very blessed meeting it
was. For more than an hour the tes-
timonies came one after avother in
quick succession; on an average there
were more than two each minute. It
was an occasion long to be remembered.
On both these Sabbath afterncons the
church was packed to its utmost capa-
city, and some could not find seats.
Such experiences are a_great encourage-
ment on our homeward journey to the
better laud.

“"Tlie two first-day. mectings were also
times of interest. They were held in
the Temperance Hall in “the city. The
evening services were all led by Brother
Porter, and every cvening we had a
full house. Many were deeply moved,
and ou the last evening moré than forty
persons swmhvd their desire for prayers
—not- feelmo free in the Lord.  Some
among them were making their first
start in the Christian life.

Thus closed the missionary- conven-
tion for Victoria. On the whole it
was tlte best series of meetings we have
experienced in Victoria, and we believe
that it will mark the beginning of a
forward movement in that conference.
It was a time of refreshing, ‘indecd.
May the good work go on, is oar car-
nest prayer. 0. A. OusuxN.

Our Canvassers

How Can Church Officers, Church-
School Teachers, and Ministers As-
sist in the Canvassing Work?

THERE are many ways to do this.
In the first place, all can pray for the
success of the work, and pray for the
individual canvasser.  * Prayer is the
kw in the hand of faith to unlock heav-
en’s storehonse.”—Steps to Christ, page
775, Ask, and ye shall receive.”

It-is. the duty of church officers to
see that each member is trained to
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do missionary work. They need not
wait until the field missionary visits
them, but get the members to sell papers
and books aronnd home, thus educating
some for the canvassing work.. Then
when the field missionary does -come,
have all attend his meetings, and urge
all proper persons to take up this work.

Hold meetings occasionally in the in-
terest of the canvassing work. At these
meetings selections from the - Testi-
monies,” or articles from the papers on
this subject, can be read to good advan-
tage. [f any canvassers are preseut,
have them relate some of their experi-
ences. Pray for the canvassers, and
write them encouraging letters, stating,
“ We are praying for you.”  This will
call forth a response from the canvasser,
and then his letters can be read at these
meetings.  Then take up a collection
for the canvassers’ fund while the in-
terest is good.

Get every oue that can to attend
canvassers’ institntes, whether. these
canvassers expect to canvass or mot.
It will do any one good to attend.
The more one hears of the canvassing
work, the greater interest he will have
in it. The canvassing work will never
go as it should until every Seventh-
day’ Adventist takes an interest in it.

Seek ont promising persons, and
help them to get into the work by per-
suasion and by giving your means to
help the agent get started, and by
doiug his work if necessary, so that
he can go. '

When opportunity oﬁ"wts, make a
home for canvassers while they can-
vass your county. And please do not
grumble if they do uot pay for their
board in work.  Give it freely.

Do not say anything to belittle the
work, or to discourage the workers;
such as quoting 1 Tim. 5 : 8 and saying,
“You liad better stay at honte and take
car.e of yonr family.” 'This text applies
to the one whomisapplics it in this way.
The one who is strugeling ulong, deny-
ing hims-If and fanily many of the

‘comrforts and even uecessities of life, to

gel the printed page before perishing
sonls, is not denyiug the faith; but he
that sees his brother in this struggle
and does not do anything to help oren-
courage him, is the one that denies the
faith, as mentloued in James 2, and is
worse than an infidel, for an mﬁdel w1ll
assist his associates.

Do not listen to, but discourage, any
talk that is belittling to this work. .

The church-school: teacher:should
educate her pupils to believe that ‘the
canvassing work is an honourable husi-
ness. She should teach them that it is
a branch of education; that it is each
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one’s duty and privilege'to have a part
in this work, and that it is a mighty
factor in the spread of the third angel’s
message. Then doring vacation, she
should not only go out herself, bnt take
a company of pupils with her, aud train
them in the field.

As the people are edncated to have
confidence in a preacher, he carvies a
weight that no one else has; therefore,
he shonld wuse his influence at all times
aud in all places to get snitable persons
to take up this work and to encourage
those in the field to stick to it.

The minister shonld enconrage giving
to the canvassers’ fund and for institute
work.—C. F. Dart, in Report of Prog-

VeSS,

Missionary
Campaign
A Missionary Study from “Ministry
of Healing.”

(The first seventeen questions are from
page 150.)

1. WaaAT kind of workers can do the
most extensive work for God ?

Educated workers, who are consecrated
to God, can do service ina %ll'eater variety
of ways and can accomplish more exten-

- sive work than can those whoare unedu-

cated.

2. What enables them to do more?

Their discipline of mind places them on
vantage ground.

8. Can the uneducated accomplish
anything ?

But those who have neither great tal-
ents nor extensive education may minister
acceptably to others,

4. Whom will God use ?

God will use men who are willing to be
used. :

5. Will the posscssion of brilliant
minds and talents ensure success ?

It is not the most brilliant or the most
talented persons whose work produces
the greatest aud most lasting results.

6. What class are mneeded in
work ?

Men and women are needed who have
heard a message from heaven.

7. Who are the most effective work-
ers’?

The most effective workers are those

who respond to the invitation, ¢ Take My
yoke upon -you, and learn of Me.”

"8. What kind of missionaries are
most needed ?- I
It is heart missionaries that are needed.

the

9. With what are true missionaries
filled ?

He whose heart God touches is filled
with a great longing for those who have
never known His love.

10. What is it that affects him so

Their condition impresses him with a
sense of personal woe.

11. What does this lead him ta do ?

Taking his life in his hand, he goes
forth, a heaven-sent, heaven-inspired mes-
senger, to do a work in which angels can
co-operate.

12. If talents are wrongly used, what
will happen to the possessors ?

1f those to whom God has entrusted
great talents of intellect, put these gifts to
a selfish use, they will be left, after a
period of trial, to follow their own way.

13. Whom will God select in their
stead ?

God will take men who do not appear
to be richly endowed, who have not large
self-confidence, and He will make the weak
strong, because they trust in Him to do
for them that which they cannot do for
themselves. God will accept the whole-
hearted service, and will Himself make up
the deficiencies.

14. Whom
chosen ?

has the Lord often

The Lord has often chosen for His co-
labourers men who have had opportunity
to obtain but a limited school education.

15. What have this class doue in re-
sponse to God’s call ?

'These men have applied their powers

most diligently,and the Lord hasrewarded
their fidelity to His work, their industry,

_their thirst for knowledge.

16. What has God seen and heard ?

He has witnessed their tears, and heard
their prayers.

17. To such workers what does God
give?

As His blessing came to the captives in
the conrts of Babylon, so does He give
wisdom and knowledge to His workers to-
day.

18. What special work has the Lord
for these workers?

The Lord brings them into connection

with those of more marked ability, to fill
up the gaps that others leave.—Puage 157.

We can all be “gap-fillers.”
19. What effect has personal mission-
ary work upon the character ?

Nothing will so arouse a self-sacrificing
zeal and broaden and strengthen the char-
acter as to engage in work for others.—
Page 151.

G. B. STARR.

——

“8ErsT thou a man diligent in his
business ? he shall stand before kings ;
he shall not stand before mean men.”

August 24, 1908.

| Our Young People

G

Missionary Volunteer Reading
Course.
No. 1.—*“Pastor Hsr,” Pagrs 1-97.

Norr—*Pastor Hsi” (Shee) is the
last book in the reading course for 1908,
This thrilling story of one of China’s
native workers, containg so much of the
hunan clement that it cavnot fail to
awaken a sympathetic interest, and is
so filled with evidences of the power
that saves to the ubtermost that it
must strengthen the reader’s faith.

To whom is this book dedicated?
What has this man doue for China?
See page 401.

CHAPTER 1: What changes were ob-
served in Pastor Hasi after his conver-

sion?  What was his own experience?
How did conversion influence home
life?

CHAPTER II: Relate the story of
Mrs. Hsi's conversion.

CuAPTER 111 : What was Hsi's ex-
perience at Yang-ts'uen ?  Judging
from the contents of this chapter, what
portion of the Bible must Hsi have
studied 7 How did he interpret it ?

CHAPTER Iv : How was Hsi con-
vinced that ancestral worship was idol-
atry ?  Why did he cease to raise
opium? How was he once delivered
from walves ? What similar experi-
ence did he have later ?

CuApTER V: Why did the men of
the village wish Hsi to become chair-
man of the parish council? Upon
what conditions did he agree to accept
the office?

CuAPTER vi: What evidences do you
find of the spirit of prayer and sacrifice ?
How was the medical mission station
established 7 Describe it. How long
had Hsi been a Christian when it was
opened ?

CHAPTER VvIT: Relate the incident
connected with Fan's conversion. ~De-
scribe two sad. events which entered
into his earty Christian experience.
Tell the story of the * Refuge.”

CuapTir viIT: Write a paragraph
on the opium curse of China. Tell
the story of the midnight prayer-meet-
ing : of Lin's expetience abt the home of
Fan and bis work afterward. How
was the work opened at Sopu ?

CuarTER 1X : How did the Chefoo
convention influence the work of the
China Inland Mission ? Describe the
quarterly meeting at Pingyang. Why
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was the one held in April, 1883, of spe-
cial interest 7 Relate Hsi's experience
at the capital.

———

Missionary Volunteer Reading
' Course.

No. 2.—“Pagror Hs1,” Pagrs 98-201.

CHAPTER X: What consolation do
you find iu the story of Hsi’s experience
n the refuge work 7 What do you think
of his method for healing the breach be-
tween the Chang brothers?  Why?
How did be prepare for his task ?

CuAPTER XI : What caused Pastor
Hsi's bankraptey ?  How was that sad
experience made a blessing? Write a
paragraph on lessons learned from the
siory of Kuo. What in this chapter
emphasizes the importance of prayer?

CHAPTER XII: Relate the story of
the opening of the refuge at Chao-cheng.
What encouraging results of the refnge
work were seen in 18847 How did
Mrs. Hsi help give Hohchan the gospel ?
For what elements of character did Hsi
pray? Do you find any evidence in this
chapter that God answered his prayer ?
Explain.

CHAPTER X111 :  Describe the jour-
ney of Mv. Baller and his company into
interior China; also their first Sunday
at Hsi's home. Write two sentences on
each lesson Hsi drew from the account
of Paul’s shipwreck.

CuaPTER XxIv: What experience
led Hsi to say, “ The nngrieved presence
of the Holy Spirit is more to be desired
than abundance of gold and silver ?”
Write a paragraph on Spiritvalism in
China.

Cuaprer xv: How would you
characterize Pastor Hsi after reading
Mr. Stevenson’s impression of him?
What was the passion of Hsi's life?
Describe the journey of Mr. Taylor's
party to Hung-tung. What plans for
aggressive work were laid at that con-
ference ?

CeAPTER xvI: What have you
learned in this chapter about Ch’u and
David Hill? What is your impression
of “red-letter day " at Tao-hsiang ?

————r——m

One Way to Use a Programme.

ONE of our young people’s leaders
writes as follows :—

Last evening we had quite an interest-
ing meeting on “ Home Culture Reading.”
T had previously given the questions to
different onies, so that they were prepared

.to ask them in turn. On their little slips
_of paper, I wrote the name of the one
“Whose question came before, in brackets,
as well as the name of the one who was
to ask the question, so that each one knew

just what to ask, and was pre{)ared to ask
is or her question naturally, without
having to read it off the paper. I read
the answers to each, enlarging a- little on
them in order to impress the lesson
brought out in the 'Pestimony. - This
was a change from the usual way of the
leader asking the questions aund the vari-
ous ones answering, and I think was more
rofitable on that account. It seemed
ike a class, and as they questioued, I
conveyed the instruction they asked for,
by means of the Testimony from which
the answer was culled.

Then after hearing the reports, seven

oung brethren gave the little recitations.

%Ve all enjoyed the meeting, and our
allotted hour expired all too soon, but
I hope that a number will be interested
to start the Reading Course.

The programmes sent out by the
Union Conference can be made much
more interesting if the leaders will study
the best methods of presenting them,
than when the information is simply
read by some one who has not looked at
the paper until just before reading it.
The programmes provide the informa-
tion; the leaders should present the
information, or arrauge for it to be
preseuted, in the most interesting way,
varying the methods contingally to
avoid monotony.  E. M. Gramam.

thes

THERE will be one more regnlar edition
of the RECORD before the first special
containing the reports for the Union Con-
ference, appears.

Pastor CopB was planning to leave
Wellington, New Zealand, August 14, for
the Union Conference. Other delegates
from that field follow on a later boat.

WorD from Brother and Sister Chap-
man written at Pastor Craddock’s home
in Brisbane, states that they fared well to
that port, considering the stormy weather
encountered.

THE Unton Conference and the conven-
tion preceding it will be very close at
hand when this paper reaches its readers.
The convention op ns August 25, and the
conference September 3.

SisTER A. ROESNER arrived in Sydney
from the Adelaide Cafe on August 7 to
spend a liftle time at the cafe here fhat
she may obtain a wider experience for
further respousibilities in this line on her
return to Adelaide.

THE quotations from the Testimonies
on “ Trusting to Feeling” have been very
carefully selected from various sources, as
will be seen, and are deserving of more
than an ordinary reading. This subject will
be continued in our next number.
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PasToRrs Olsen; Porter, and Parker, and
Sister Graham retarned to. Syilney on
Tuesday, August 11, from Melbourne,
where they were in attendance ut the Vie-
torian Missionary Convention. Pastor
Fulton is expected on Tuesday, Aughst 18.

Wi think it has been made quite plain
through owr cclumns what visitors coming
to the Union Conference shoulld bring
with them, hat possibly some af the dele-
gates have overlooked that they are to
furnish their own bedding, stiaw-ticks,
towels, serviettes, kuives, forks, dessert
and tea spoons.

.WrrH this number we start again the
Missionary  Volunteer Reading Course.
1t will be noticed that we give two sets of
questions in this paper. 'Thisis done in
view of the tact that there will be no regu-
lar issue of the Rrcorn during the time
that we are getting out the two special
numbers containing the reports and pro-
ceedings of the Umion Conterence session.

THE statement has been made a num-
her of times in the Recorp that for the
tents provided to the visitors in attend-
ance at the Union Conference there would
be a nominal charge. We are now. re-
quested to say that these tents, which are
supplied by the New South Wales Cou-
ference, will be free of charge to all.

. WHEN we see the extensive prepara-
tions for, and the intense interest mani-
fested on every side in, the coming of the
American ﬂee{ to these shores, and then
think of that event onlya little way in
the fature when the King of kings and
Lord of lords shall visit tliis earth, and
the significance of this advent to every
soul, aud see the utter indifferende to, and
lack of preparation for, that great day, we
are appalled and amazed. How great the
responsibility resting tupon those who
have the light! o

THE Signs of the Times bearing the date
of August 31, 1908, is a special Fleet Sonv-
enir number devoted to the growth of the
naval and military powers and their gigni-
ficance in_the light of prophecy. The
first page is a special naval design printed
in three colours, and the- whole paper is
fully illustrated. This paper ought. to
have a very wide sale just at this time
when the coming of the American fleet is
creating such a widespread interest. Let
us embr.ce this golden opportunity of
getting the truths of the message before
thousands upon thousands in the Com-
mon wealth,

ON Wednesday, July 1, Brother Chan
Thiam Hee and wife al‘z]d danghter (Sister
Chan Teck Sung) and little boy left Singa-
%ore for Penang, in the Malay Peninsula.

ere Brother Chan will visit from house
to house among the Chinese, selling: Chi-
nese tracts, while Sister Chan Teck Sun
will canvass the city for the Englishfan§
the Malay “ Christ. Our Saviour.”. Her
mother will accomipany her-as ‘she.ean-
vasses from house to house. Sistér Chan
did gool work in Singapore in_disposing
of more thau 250 copies of *Christ our
Saviour” in English and in Malay,.after
the territory had been once canvassed.
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Our Coming Union Conference.

The Importance of the Occasion
and the Help Provided.

TuE time of the Union Couference is
now near at hand, and the preparations
for this gathering are well advanced.
Everything indicates that this coming
conference will be a most important
oceasion. Weare very glad to announce
to our people that the General Confer-
ence has furnished excellent help for
this meeting. We shall be favoured
with the presence of two of the most
experienced labourers from the general
work in America.

Pastor Porter, who .is on his way to
Africa, to take the supervision of that
large and important- field, will remain
with us until after the Union Confer-
ence. IHis long experience in connec-
tion with the general work in many of
the states in America, will enable him
to render us very valuable help in gen-
eral instruction and in couneil on im-
portant questious.  All this will be
greatly appreciated ab this time when
S0 many important measures will come
forward for careful consideration.

In addition to Pastor Porter’s pres-
“ence, we shall have with ns Pastor J.
N. Loughborough, who has had a longer
experience in the ministry of the mes-
sage than any other minister in our
denomination.
< It was quite an undertaking for a
may ‘of his vears to make the long
voyage from America to Anstralia, and
no wonder that our brethren questioned
the wisdom of the undertaking. Buo
the evidence was so clear and manifest
that the Lord was leading in this mat-
ter, ‘and apparently strengthening His
aged servant for this journey, that the
brethren cheerfully sent him on his
way, with many earnest prayers for his
safety, and the special blessing of the
Lord to rest upon him and to make his
visit a source of great blessing to the
work in Australasia. ’

Well, Brother Loughborough arrived
on the 8.8. Marama, on Monday, Aug-
ust 10, in excellent health and spirits.
He greatly rejoices over the privilege of
coming to Australia. Thus our Union
Conference will have the blessing of the
labours of a man that has stood in
closer conuection with those whom: God
has called to-lead out in this work than
has any other man living. This will
be a most exceptional privilege.

And not only is this an exceptional
privilege at any time, but especially so
just now. That we are being snr-
rounded by increasing evils we all re-
alize, and hence now, as never before,

~we need to understand, and be well

grounded in, the foundation principles
of the gospel and the special feabnves
of the closing work.

The truth of God will be assailed
from every standpoint, for Satan will
work “with all deceivableness of un-
righteousness in them that perish;
because they received not the love of
the truth, that they might be saved.”
And so effectual will the work of the
adversary be “ that if it were possible,”
he “shall deceive the very eleet.”
Such is the description of the dangers
that now confront God’s people in the
world. If there ever wasa time when we
as a peeple, collectively and individually,
were in need of special belp from God,
it is now ; and if there ever was a time
when we stood in need of being well
fortified against all manuer of deception,
it is now: therefore we need to seck
God most earnestly, with lhamility of
heart, for che presence of the Holy
Spirit ; and we also need the fullest
understanding of the nature and the
manuer of God’s leading of His people
that we may ntelligently meet the issue
and stand firm in God on the plat-
form of eternal truth.

T am sare we shall lave the blessing
of the Lord in a very marked manuer
in our conference. The time has come
for a decided forward movement : larger
and more effective plans must be Jaid
for the rapid extensiou of the message
to all parts of onr great mission field,
and the help that Pastors Porter and
Lougliborough
especially beneficial just at this time.
I wonld be glad if all of onr people could
come to this meeting. Bub though it
will not be possible for all to come,
still I kuow we shall have a large at-
tendance, and that God’s blessing will
be present in a very marked manuer.
Let all continue to pray that the Lord
may lead in every plan and direct every
move that may be made by the coufer-
ence.

0. A. OLsEN,

“delivered to him.

can give us will be’
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An Incident.

ABouT a month ago one of the mem-
bers of the Stanmore Young People’s
Society, while n the city, had occasion
to go into & shop, and while there got
into conversation with an attendant on
the subject of smoking, Before this
member left the shop the atbendant had
promised to read anything that this
member might give him on the subject.
About a week later the Smolkers’ Nnm-
ber of the Good Health was personally
A fortnight more
had elapsed when another interview
was sought, and the attendant said that
the jourual was an eye-opeuer, though
he did not agree with all it said.  He
further said that he had not smoked for
the past three weeks, and that he ex-
pected he would give it np eutirely.
He had showed the journal to a friend,
a non-smoker, who thought a lot of it,
and desired to kuow where it could be
obtained. ~An August number of the
Good Health was then produced, and
the attendant told to take it to his
friend, who was welcome to it. - The

-attendant exclaimed, “ 1 will pay you

for this one, and then pass it on to my
friend.” ‘ -

This little incident illustrates how
effectively the back numbers of our
papers catt be used. The Smokers’
Number of the Good Health is nine
months old, yet notice how much it was
appreciated in this case and how much
good was accomplished by it.

— -

Visitors to the Australasian Union
Conference.

ALL who are planning to attend the
Union Conference, who are not dele-
gates, should notify Miss E. M. Graham,
“Elsnath,” Burwood Street, Burwood,
N.S.W.; at once. - The accommodation ab
Cooranbong is very litnited, and anless
notification is sent early, visitors will
find themselves unprovided for. All
visitors must come prepared to care for
themselves just as they would at camp-
meeting. - Fents will be provided :free
of charge to all. Stretcliers will be
reuted ab the usval priees.  Health foods
and the usual groceries can be obtained
from the stores in the township. No
cooked food will be provided.

Owing to the crowded condition of
the school homes, no visitors should
come expecting to be accommodated in
the school. :

‘We must impress npon all the neces-
sity of sending in immediate notifica-
tion in order that no disappointment
may be experienced by those who expect
to come. 0. A. OLsEN,
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