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“ Lord, what a change within us one short hour

|
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The Power of Prayer

IEHENAS AL REE R

Spent in Thy presence will suffice to make]

What heavy burdens from our bosoms take!
What parched grounds revive, as with a shower! =
We kneel, and all around seems to lower;

We rise, and all, the distant and the near,
Stands forth a sunny outline brave and clear.
We kneel, how weak ! We rise, how full of power!
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this

wrong,
Or others, that we are not always strong;
That we are ever overborne with care ;
That we should ever weak or heartless be,
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer,
And joy and strength and courage are with
Thee 1”
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The Week of Prayer and Its Opportunities

A. W. ANDERSON

ONCE again our people in Australasia have the

privilege of meeting together day by day for prayer
and meditation on divine things during the annual week
of prayer. At such a season it is well that we make the
very most of the opportunities that present themselves
to us, and that we reach out and grasp the special bless-

ings which our beneficent Creator offexs to us freely;

“ without money and without price.’

His invitation uttered through the prophet Isaiah
still rings in our ears. ‘‘ Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come-ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come
ve, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk with-
out money and without price. . Seek ye the
Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while
He is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto
the Lord, and He will have merey upon him; and to
our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” Isa.55:1,6,7.

In this age of hustle and bustle when everything
seems (o conspire to harrass us, it is fitting that we
should avail ourselves of every opportunity as it comes
along, to step aside from the incessant cares and toils of

life to seek rest and refreshing from thé One who dlone

is able to give us true rest. Some beautiful thoughts

have been expressed by the Lord’s servant concerning

the great need of all the children of God for such
seasons of refreshing. Here is a quotation which we
commend to the careful study of alI Qur Workers and
people —

“In a life wholly devoted tOfthe good -of. oﬁhers the'

Saviour found it necessary to turn aside from ceaseless
activity and contaet with' human needs, to seek retire-
ment and unbroken communion with His Father. As
the throng that had followed Him depart, He goes into
the mountains, and there, alone with God, pours out Hig
soul in prayer for these suffering, sinful, needy ones.

“ When Jesus said to His disciples that the harvest
was great and the labourers were few, He did not urge
upon them the necessity of ceaseless toil, but bade them,
‘Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He
will send forth labourers into His harvest.” To His toil-
worn workers today as really as to His first disciples He
speaks these words of compassion, ‘Come ye yourselves
apart . . . and rest awhile.’

“All who are under the training of God need the quiet
hour for communion with their own hearts, with nature,
and with God. In them is to be revealed a life that is
not in harmony with the world, its customs, or its
practices; and they need to have a personal experience
In obtaining a knowledge of the will of God. We must
individually hear Him speaking to the heart. When
every other voice 1s hushed, and in quietness we wait
before Him, the silence of the soul makes more distinet
the voice of God. He bids us, ‘Be still, and know that
I am God.’ This is the effectual preparation for all
labour for God. Amidst the hurrying throng, and
the strain .of life’s intense activities, he who is thus
refreshed, will be surrounded with an atmosphere of
light' and peace. He will receive a new endowment of

~ Him to retire from ceaseless activity
ment and unbroken communion with His Father.” If

both physical and mental strength. His life will breathe
out a fragrance, and will reveal a divine power that will
reach men’s hearts.”— Ministry of Healing,” page 58.

This quotation reveals to us that even inthe Saviour’s
life, devoted, as it was, wholly to seeking the good of
others, there were periods when it was necessary for
‘to seek retire-

that was neesssary for the Lord Himself how much
more so ig it for us?

Then too, as His dxsclples were exhorted rather to
pray than to engage in ceaseless toil, so today the
Saviour invites His toil-worn people to come apart and
rest awhile. By individual experiences in the audience-
chamber of the Most High, in personal communion and
fellowship with the Savmur we may obtain a divine
refreshing which is an “* effectual preparation for all who
labour for God.” He who is thus refreshed receives “ a
new endowment of both physical and mental strength,”
which will enable him to reveal a divine power that will
reach men’s hearts.

Surely, bréthren and sisters, we all need that soul-

-refreshing. Our own hearts tell us that such an experi-

ence is just what we are most in peed of. Is there any
reason in the world why we should continue to stand in
need of this endowment of physical and mental strength
which will make our lives fragrant with divine power?
The blessing is waiting for us to receive. Nothing

_would be more pleasing to our Heavenly Father than to

confer it upon us. But this cannot be done unless we
seek for it as men do for hidden treasure. The promise
is that we shall find that treasure if we seek for it.

“ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ve shall find ;
knock, and it sha!l be opened unto you.” But it should
be noted that to each of these three promises there is a
definite condition attached—a precedent to the fulfil-
ment of the promises. It is we who must first ask
before we can hope to 7eceive. It is we who must first
seek if we ever hope to find. It is we who must first
knock before the door of mercy can be opeied to us.
Shall we not during this special season of prayer take
time for asking and seeking and knocking, as never
before, in the certainty that our efforts will not be in
vain ; but that having done our part God will surely do
His, for He is faithful that promised; and let us also
remember that He is more ready to hear than we are to
ask, and that * giving doth not impoverish Him, neither
doth withholding enrich Him,” and that while our God
is “ able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think,” yet even His exceeding abundant power is
measured out to us “according to the power that work-
eth in us;” and the power that worketh inm us is
evidently propormona,te to our consecramon our devotion,

and our faith,

The conditions in the world demand great things of
Ged’s people today. God is waiting to do great things
for His people. Shall we not make a supreme effort
during this week of prayer to attain new heights and to
drink deeper of the wells of salvation than ever before.
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(Reading for Sabbath, July 28)

God Calls for a Spirtual Revival and a

Spintual Reformation

ARTHUR G.

ROM the record of our Saviour’s ministry, given us
by the apostles, we understand that His last
sermon before His betrayal and death was concerning
the signs of His second coming and of the end of the
world. In this sermon the Great Teacher pointed to
certain events that where to take place at certain times,
and declared they would be sure signs of His immediate
return.

Having pointed to each one of these events specific-
ally, and having made their meaning very plain, the
Saviour then directed the abbtention of His people to
themselves. He said :—

“Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you
unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them
that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted

worthy to escape all these things tha,t shall come to pass,
and to stand before the Son of man.” TLuke 21 :34-36

Admonished to Take Heed

This admonition must be very important: ° Take
heed unto vourselves.” T have given you signs of My
return; [ have directed your abtention to sun, moon,
stars, and earth; I have explained and stressed the
meaning of certain events and conditions. They are of
great importance. You should pay good heed to then.
But while looking at these signs, be careful that you do
not lose sight of yourselves. 1t is more important to
take heed unto yourselves, than to know the meaning of
the signs. It is more important to see that your heart
is right, than to see that these events arve signs. It is
more important to be prepared for My return, than to
know by signs thac it is near at hand, Therefore, above
all things, take heed unto yourselves. Watch and pray,
that you may be accounted worthy to escape the perils
of the hour, and to stand in My presence when 1 appear.

This counsel is in full harmony with all that is given
in the Word of God to those who shall be living when
the Saviour comes. ‘Prepare to meet thy God,” is in
substance the counsel given by all the Bible writers.
Malachi says :—

“ Behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.
But who may abide the day of His coming? and who
ghall stand when He appeareth? for He is like a
efiner’s fire. . . . And He shall sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi
and purge them as gold and silver, Mal. 3:1-8.

From this statement we are shown very clearly that
it is the Lord’s purpose to burn out all the dross He
may find in the hearts of His people. He will purify
them as gold is purified from dross.

The apostle Peter gives us the same impressive
instruction. To those who are to witness the end of all
things, he says:—

“ Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved,

DAXNIELLS

what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness ?”’

‘“ Without Spot, and Blameless ”

“ Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such
things, be diligent that ye may he found of Him in peace,
without spot, and blameless.” 2 Peter 3:11, 14,

Take heed unto yourselves, watch and pray, that ye
may be accouunted worthy to eseape all these things, and
to stand when Christ appears. Neither sin nor sinner
will be able to stand in the presence of the sinless and
glorified Saviour when He comes to gather His people.
Only His saints, His people, purified and purged as gold
is refined, will be able to stand. Those who cherish and
harbour sin to the hour of His coming will flee from His
presence, and call for the rocks and the mountains to fall
upon them and hide them from His pure and holy gaze.

In order to arouse and awaken the generation that
will be living when the Saviour returns, and to prepare

Dovele Treatment Rooms, Solomon Islands

them to meet Him with joy, the gospel is to he pro-
claimed in the peculiar and striking setting in which it
is recorded in Revelation 14:6-14, When proclaimed
as there given, it will lead men and women in all parts
of the world to “‘keep the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus.” Verse 12. This is the highest
standard of Christian character set forth in the Seriptures.
This was the life that Abraham and Moses lived. Jesus
while on earth lived this life.

Thus 1t is evident that those who will be able to stand
when Jesus comes, must be living the deepest, fullest
religious experience ever lived by any people in the
history of the church of Christ. As revealed to John on
the isle of Patmos, they will have the Father’'s name
written on their foreheads. They will be sealed with the
seal of the living God. They will not be defiled. In them
will be “ found no guile [no lie, says the Revised Version]:
for they are without fault before the throne of God.”
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They will ““ keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.”

What a standard to be met! What a life to be
living here in the flesh! No wonder many conscientious
people among us are filled with fear lest they may be
found wanting ; and little wonder that many who dis-
cover what seems to them such a great difference
between the high standard set by the Lord, and the
common standard reached by the people, are sorely
troubled and perplexed !

-No wonder the Lord sends us messages of warning,
admonition, and appeal. In the Laodicean message He
sets forth our failures. He rebukes us. He counsels us
to reform, to gain a better, truer experience. He warns
us of the great danger we arein, and shows us the way
of escape.

Although the severe reproof administered in this
Laodicean message is unpleasant to the natural heart,
it is most important. It is given by a faithful and true
witness, and it must be received and obeyed. If rejected,
or even carelessly neglected, the consequences will be
- fatal.

Thus far we have dealt with the theory of the truth
as set forth in the Scriptures. But we have come to
the hour when we can say, * This day are these
scriptures fulfilled in our experience.” The great three-
fold gospel message of Revelation 14 is now due the
world. For some time it has been recognized as due,
and has been received by thousands in all parts of the
world. Its high spiribual an moral standard bas been
acknowledged. That message is our message. Its
standard of righteousness is our standard. By it our
lives are tested and judged.

And believing in the faithful and true Witness, we
are convinced of our failures and shortcomings. We
confess that we stand condemned by the reproof. We
are lukewarm in our Master’s cause, when we should be
on fire. We are poor, whereas we should be rich. We
are blind, at the time when our vision should be clear
and keen. The shame of our nakedness is all too con-
spicuous, when we should be fully clothed with the
garments of righteousness.

., Called to Genuine Reformation

In full harmony with the prophetic reproof of sin
bharboured by the Laodicean church, .and the call to a
better, truer religious life, the Spirit of Prophecy a few
years ago called the church to genuine reformation, Here
is a very definite and impressive message addressed to
those who are professing to *“keep the commandments
of God, and- the faith of Jesus:”

“ God brings against ministers and people the heavy
charge of spiritual feebleness, saying, ‘I know thy works,
that thou art neither eold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot. = So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of My
mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing ; and knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked: T counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried
in the fire, that thou mayst be rich; and white raiment
that.thou mayst be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness no not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest see.’

.. “God calls for a spiritual revival and a spiritual
reformation. Unless this takes place, those who are
lukewarm will continue to grow more abhorrent o the

Lord, until He will refuse to acknowledge them as His
children. A revival and a reformation must take place,
under the ministration of the Holy Spirit.

“ Revival and reformation are two different things.
Revival signifies a renewal of spivitual life, a quickening
of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from
spiritual death. Reformation signifies a reorganization,
a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices.
Reforination will not bring forth the good fruit of
righteousness unless it is counected with the revival of
of the Spirit. Revival and reformation are to do their
appointed work, and in doing this work they ust
blend. . ... God loves His Church. There are tares
mingled with the wheat, but God knows His own.”

“God rebukes His people for their sins, that He may
humble them, and lead them to seek His face. He will
strengthen them in veformatory action, lifting up for
them a standard against the enemy. His rich blessing
will rest upon them, and in bright rays they will reflect
the light of heaven. Seeing that God is with His people,
multitudes not of our faith will unite with them in
serving the Redeemer.” —Sp cial Testim n , 1905.

Our Most Urgent Need

In another message given a few years later, the
impressive statement is made, A revival of true godli-
ness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our
needs.” These messages ave too plain to be misunder-
stood, and they are too serious to be set aside or treated
with indifference. They declare that God calls for a
spiritual revival and a spiritual reformation, and that
these are the greatest and most urgent of all our needs.
They warn us that this is our only hope. They also
assure us that the Lord will bless us and strengthen us in
our efforts to reform. And they give us the promise
that when God’s people experience this great change,
“ multitudes not of our faith will unite with them in
serving the Redeemer.”

The great spiritual improvement this revival will
bring to the church, is set forth as follows :—

“ When this reformation begins, the spirit of prayer
will actuate every believer, and will banish from the
church the spirit of discord and strife. Those who
have not been living in Christian fellowship will draw
close to one another., One member working in right lines
will lead other members to unite with him in making
intercession for the revelation of the Holy Spirit. Tlhere
will be no confusion, because all will be in harmony
with the mind of the Spirit. The barriers separating
believer from believer will be broken down, and God’s
servants will speak the same things. The Lord will
co-operate with His servants.”— Testimonirs,” Vol.
VIII, page 251.

What a triumphant movement, and how sorely it is
needed in this perilous hour to which we have come!
God’s people must have this experience to enable them
to triumph in the fierce conflict through which they arel
to pass. We have already entered the conflict, and
many find themselves unprepared for it. They are
unable to stand. Their feet arve slipping, and they are
falling before the enemy.

Seeing, then, that this reformatory movement is
God’s way of leading His people in triumph through the
perils and conflicts of the last days, why do we not see
this movement in full action now? Why the delay ?
This question is pressing hard on many hearts among
us, But one answer can be given: We are unprepared
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The time s repe, the Lord is waiting ; but we
are not ready. We must have a spiritual revival. Our
spiritual life must be renewed. Our minds and hearts
must have a resurrection from the spiritual declension
that has come upon us. This spiritual revival must
work a great and permanent reformation in our lives.
And this great work can be wrought in us only by the
Holy Spirit. We cannot revive ourselves. We cannot
reform our lives. Only the Liord can do this. But we
can choose to let Him do this work in us. He has
promised to strengthen us in reformatory action. He
will respond to our desires for this revival and reforma-
tion. He will answer our prayers. He will accept our
heartfelt confession of our sin. He will baptize us with

for it.

the Holy Spirit as soon as we permit Him to lead us'to
love righteousness and hate iniquity as did our Saviour!

O brethren and sisters, shall we not begin today to
seek with full purpose of heart this spiritual revival and
reformation which the Lord calls for? Shall we not
give this momentous question the earnest, whole-hearted
attention required to bring us into this glorious ex-
perience 2 We must turn to the Word of God and the
messages sent to us through the Spirit of Prophecy, for
instruction and help. We must pray for vietory in this
struggle. We must open our hearts for the Saviour to
come in and abide with us. When we seek this
victorious life with all our hearts, we shall find it. Let
us do this without any delay.

(Reading for Sunday, July 29)

The Immmence of the End

IRWIN H. EVANS

¢ WATCHMAN, what of the night ? Watchman,

what of the night ? The watchman said, The
morning cometh, and also the night; if ye will inquire,
inquire ye: veturn, come.” Isa. 21 :11, 12.

The picture here presented is that of a city guarded
by a loyal watchman. The anxious citizen appeals to
him, " What of the night?” There may be war
threatening ; the destructive storm cloud may be black-
ening the darkness of the night; marauding bandits may
have been seen about the outskirts of the eciby. It
matbters not so much about the cause of the anxiefy-—
the worried, over-anxious citizen, sleepless because of his
fears, makes inquiry of the wabtchman, *° What of the
night ? 7 ~

The answer is peculiar and striking, a sort of double
answer, ' The morning cometh, and’ also the night: if
yve will inquire, inquire ye: return, come.” In this
answer the watchman assumes responsibility as guardian
of the city and the lives of the people. He encourages
the inquirer not to rest satisfied nor to cease seeking fo
know conditions, but he says, as it were, " My fellow
citizen, I am glad for this interest on your part. Come
again from time to time, question me, and I will answer.
You shall know what the night may bring forth.”

This illustration beautifully sets forth the privileges
of the church at the time when Chyist is to return. The
watchmen are to guard the people of God, and give them
warning of the times in which they live. But from this
answer we know that the church has a duty to keep
individually informed concerning passing events, and
neither to sleep nor to leave wholly o the watchman
the responsibility of keeping watch. Suppose the
watchman were asleep, neglecting duty, and doing what

ur Saviour suggested some would do when He said :—

“If that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord
delayeth his coming; and shall begin to smite his fellow
servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; the
lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh
not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and
shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with
the hypocrites : there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” Matt. 24 : 48-51.

What would become of fthe unwatchful, sleeping
church if the watchmen were asleep in the hour of
danger and failed to give warning? If the watchmen

are asleep, and drunken with the cares of this life, and
swallowed up in pleasure, what becomes of the sleeping
church ? They must all perish together. DBut here the
faithful, wakeful watchman says, = If ye will inquire,
inquire ye.” And this is the answer God’s ministry |
should give to all who anxiously inquire, ** What of the
night ? 7’

This scripture well applies in the last days, fore-
shadowing conditions when the end of the world is
come. Thank God that among His people there will
be some wakeful watchmen who will give the inquiring
Christian definite answer concerning the passing of
the night and the coming of the day! When we sing,

“We are living, we are dwelling,
In a grand and awful time,
In an age on ages telling,

To be living is sublime,”
do we realize the meaning the writer had in mind?
The Bible plainly teaches that it is something grand,
sublime, to be living in the very end of time, fo see the
close of all earthly things.

Finishing His Work

The “ time of the end” is the time during which
the Lord finishes His work on the earth. His work
must be completed. In the Seripbures, other than the
book of Daniel, the time of the end is often referred
to as the ““last days.” The signs of the second advent
cluster around or take place during this period. All
the last-day prophecies apply in a special way during
this time. The ' time of the end” is like a great axis
into which many lines converge, all pointing with un-
mistakable evidence to the one supreme event, the
coming of Christ. During this “time of the end,” the
last warning of mercy is to go to the world. It is the
final struggle between the forces of heaven and the forces
of darkness. The destinies of all mankind are centered
in this intense, final struggle. When the end comes,
victory rests with the church.

God’s "eople to Know the Times

The people of God are to know the times—the mean=
ing of passing events. The Word of God makes clear o
them that which is mysterious to others. Like the
ancient Israelifes who had light in their dwellings when
the plague of darkness covered the Egyptians, so the true
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people of God are not in darkness concerning the end.
As Paul wrote the church at Thessalonica,

“ Of the times and the seasons, hrethren, ye have no
need that I write unto you. For yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief
in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and
safeby ; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not
escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the
children of light, and the children of the day: we are
not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not
sleep, as .do others; but let us watch and be sober.”
1 Thess. 5 : 1-6.

So the church of Christ is not in darkness eoncerning
the coming of the Lord. It knows not the day of His
coming, but it knows the end is near; it knows the
meaning of passing events, and sees clearly what is
coming upon the earth.

Prophecies of the End

Let us take a brief survey of some of the prophecies
foretelling the end, and let us ask, “ Watchman, what of
the night ? 7

In the world outline of cowning events, the book of
Daniel sets forth in chapters 2 and 7 the rise and fall of
nations, bringing us down to the setting up of the
kingdom of God. All these prophecies concerning the
rise and fall of earthly nations have been literally
fulfilled, down to the final act, which is to take place at
the second coming of Christ. The next event in these
great lines of prophecy is the coming of the kingdom of
God.

The prophecies of Daniel, chapters 8 and 9, are also
history, and the world mavvels at the wonderful revela-
tions showing the foreknowledge of God. In these
chapters we have the 2300-day period, the longest
prophetic period of time in the Bible, which brings us to
the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary. This great
prophecy met its termination at the opening of the most
holy place in the heavenly sanctuary in 1844.
Nearly seventy-nine years have passed since the judg-
ment began in heaven. The last prophetic period of
definite time has passed. Almost every other detail of
these chapters has long since become history.

We are now living in the time when the last verses
of chapter 11 concerning the king of the north are
being fulfilled. Then comes the standing up of
Michael, the awful time of trouble, and the deliverance
of God’s people. The whole book of Daniel stands
out as an almost fulfilled prophecy, leaving the child
of God looking for the standing up of Michael, the
breaking forth of “the time of trouble such as never
was,” and the coming of Christ.

When we take a bird’s-eye view of the book of
Revelation, we find ourselves in a similar position,—
we are in the last of each great line of prophecy. The
seven churches, the seven seals, the seven trumpets,
also chapters 12, 14, 17, and 18, are all fulfilled or in
process of fulfilment. The other parts of Revelation
deal largely with the future state, save the seven last
plagues, and those come after the close of probation.

. If we call to the watchman, ** What of the night ?

with his eye on these two great books of prophecy
he will answer, ‘ The morning cometh, and also the
night.”

e AUSTRALASIAN RECORD™

Christ's Own Teachings Concerning His Coming

If we search the prophetic utterances of Christ con-
cerning His second coming, and the signs that are to
show His coming near, we are convinced that the end
is right upon us. It is 143 years since May 19, 1780,
when the phenomenal darkening of the sun and moon
took place. It is nearly ninety long years since Nov.
13, 1833, when the stars fell from heaven as a sign of
the end of the world. Very few are living who can
remember that startling event! But these remarkable
phenomena were signs of the end. They were way-
marks pointing unmistakably to the second coming of
Christ. The church is never to forget them, and must
hold to them as fulfilled signs showing that the end is
at hand.

The other sign mentioned by Christ—" upon earth
distress of nations, with perplexity "—is in evidence
before our very eyes. Never has the world been in
such turmoil, strife, and confusion as now. Crime and
lawlessness run riot, love of gain and pleasure is almost
unchecked, and civilization and morality seem to have
belonged to other times than ours.

Christ said the last days, those just before His
coming, would be like the days of Noah :—

“ As the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming

Baptized Natives, Dovele

of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marry-
ing and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came
and took them all away ; so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be.” Matt. 24 : 37-39.

Of the days of Noah we read :—

“ God saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually.” Gen. 6 : 5.

How like our own days were those days of Noah »
There was sin and crime till that generation was utterly
destroyed by the flood. We are living in a like period,
when men are depraved, lawlessness rules, and crime
seems everywhere, breaking out in the most unexpected
places.

When we call to the watchman, * What of the
night ? ” the answer rings out clear and strong, “ The
morning cometh, and also the night.” We stand with
all Christ’s prophecies concerning the signs of His
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coming fulfilled, facing the morning’s dawn, looking for
our \Iastel s return.

The Epistles Show His Coming Near

The epistles abound with isolated statements, some
of which are prophetic, concerning the second advent.
All that is set forth in these writings concerning the
perilous times of the last days,—the mockers ridiculing
His coming, the accummulation of riches,—every pre-
diction relating to the moral condition of the people in
the last days, has been met. There is nothing lacking.
Look at the daily record of erime, divorce, the social
evil, the seeking of pleasure, the accumulation of wealth,
the oppression of the poor, and every other evil in the
category, and what is lacking? What you find among
the Western peoples in abundance, yon find greatly
increased among the heathen peoples. The whole earth
is a fulfilment of these prophecies. Everywhere we
read the signs of the end. All nature groans with the
agonies of decay and death. The people are drunk with
wantonness and pleasure and sin.

. Then truly we may well ask, * Watchman, what of
the night " Where are we in the dark night of sin ?
Is the dawning of the day at hand? And the answer-
ing watchman cries, ‘' The morning cometh, and also
the night.”

Yes, the morning and the night are coming. Strange
as it may seem, they appear together. Which it is to
you and to me depends upon our Christian experience
and our personal faith in God. What was glory and
yictory, the dawning of a better day, to Noah and his
family, was desolation and ruin to all about them.
Safely sheltered within the ark, Noah escaped the ruin
ot the earth and the destruction of the rest of the
human family who refused all his earnest warnings and
entreaties. What to him was salvation and an evidence
of :God’s loving care, to others was sorrow, ruin, and
eternal loss.. That which was the morning for Noah,
was the black night of despair for a lost world.

The same contrasted picture is set forth by Christ
in the parable of the ten virgins, recorded in Matthew
25. This illustration pictures two classes, —those who
are ready when the bridegroom comes, and those who
are unprepared. How sad for those five foolish virgins !
They intended to be ready; they had waited with the
others who were ready; they had no intention but
to attend the wedding; only when the bridegroom came
did they discover they had no oil in their vessels. The

very faet that they importuned those whose lamps were
trimmed and burning to give them oil, is evidence that
they wanted to attend the wedding. But they were too
late. Then Christ charges His hearers, * Watch there-
fore, for ve know neither the day nor the hour wherein
the Son of man cometh.” The day when His judgment
work ceases in the heavenly sanctuary, no man knows.
To all, that comes suddenly.

Watch

So often the Master exhorts His followers to watch
for the coming of the Son of man. Speaking to His
own people, He says :—

“ Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman
of the house had known in what watch the thief would
come, he would have watched, and would not have
sutfered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye
also ready : for in such an hour as ye think not the Son
of man cometh.” Matt. 24 :42-44.

“ Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the
master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or
at the cockerowing, or in the morning: lest coming
suddenly he find you sleeping. And what I say unto
vou I say unto all, Watch.” Mark 13:35-37.

The church is now in the watching time. We have
entered upon the tarrying, waiting time. It becomes
the church of Christ to have on the wedding garments.
It is time to awake out of sleep and to watch. We
must ask ourselves, Are we ready for our coming King ?
Have we victory in our lives, and are we truly waiting
for the coming of the Lord?

“ The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
thersfore cast off the works of darkness, and let us pub
on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in
the day; not in rioting and drunkeness, not in cham-
bering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.
But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.”
Rom. 13 :12-14.

** Coming, yes, He's coming,
The Dayspring from on high;
Comaing, yes, He’s coming ;
The hour is drawing nigh ;
Coming, yes, He’s coming;
Let all the ransomed sing;
The hills are bright with holy light ;
All hail the coming King!”

(Reading for Monday, July 30)

The Greatness of the Task

WILLIAM A. SPICER

THE task is so great that if we looked at ourselves

and our own numbers and resources, we should
have no courage to face it. But we are “ workers to-
géther with Him.” 2 Cor. 6:1. And He has power
sufficient.

This is the word that Jesus left with us as He set
the task :—

“ All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations: . . . and, lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”
Maitt, 28 : 18-20.

The promise of all power in heaven and in earth,

and the blessed presence of Jesus with us, even unto the
end, encourage us to lift up our eyes and look squarely
on the task.

Only the Lord can measure the greatness of it. He
has set it before us in words of Scripture and symbols
of prophecy and in messages of the Spirit of Prophecy.
The task is to carry to all mankind the last message of

“the everlasting gospel.”

The judgment hour is nearing its close in heaven
above. Before it shall close, the judgment-hour mes-
sage mush be sounding to “ every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people.” And that judgment-hour
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message is committed to Seventh-day Adventists. It
has given rise to this people. The only reason for our
existence is that a special soul-saving message is now to
be quickly carried to the world.

The greatest responsibility ever laid on the church
of Christ in any generation comes to us when this task
is laid upon us of this last generation. Here is a para-
graph from the Spirit of Prophecy setting forth the
greatness and importance of this work for the last
days —

“A great work is to be accomplished in setting
before men the saving truths of the gospel. This is the
means ordained by God to stem the tide of moral cor-
ruption. This is His means of restoring His moral
image in man. It is His remedy for universal dis-
organization. It is the power that draws men together
in unity. To present these truths is the work of the
third angel’s message. The Lord designs that the pre-
sentation of this message shall be the highest, greatest
work carried on in the world at this time.”— Zest:-
monies for the Church,” Vol. VI, page 11.

It is no light matter, brethren, to find ourselves in
such a work. We are a simple people and few, of no
abtainments or resources that the world recognizes as
great. Yet the Lord designs that this movement which
you and I are called upon to engage in, shall actually be
“the highest, greatest work carried on in the world
at this time.”

May God fit us, brethren and sisters, to touch such
a work. Only He can do that. And only His can be
the grace and power to make the work what He designs
it to be. In this very time when all the ends of the
earth are to see and hear of His salvation, He calls to
us. ' Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.”
Isa 52:11.

We simply must seek God to be a cleansed church,
for it is a cleansed church that is to be used in the
final work, as this fifty-second chapter of Isaiah shows.

*“ Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy con-
versation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the
coming of the day of God?” 2 Peter 3:11, 12.

Let us each cry in our prayers this Week of Prayer,
O God, cleanse me; wash my heart from selfishness,
and hardness, and love of my own way; cleanse me
from worldliness, and from forgetfulness of what it
means to be a Seventh-day Adventist before the world
in these closing moments of probation; cleanse my
heart, dear Saviour, and make me wholly Thine.”

The task we face is terrible in its immensity. We
cannot settle down, as do other denominations, looking
[orward to generations of growth and development, We
have a message to carry now in this generation to all
nations. We must resist every temptation fo take our
time at it-and settle down in this world. The man who
yields to that thought has lost the way. We must
think progress and winning souls and pushing on the
work in every thought. All about in the older fields are
unworked areas, souls that have never heard. We must
reach these while pushing on to newer fields. And our
great mission divisions can never sebtle down to working
the older portions, and possibly the more productive
portions, leaving untouched thelr remoter regions yet
heyond.

‘While building up all the older bases, we must ever
strain forward. Theve are the hundreds of tongues and
tribes yet beyond. And the Lord commands us to go

on planting the leaven of truth in all this vast lump . of
perishing humanity. That is our hope for the finished
work., Christ’s marching orders are, '‘Into all the
world,” “to every creature,” “‘to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people.”

Honest, truth-seeking hearts are waiting for us to
come. They may be next door, or in the next street.
And in every land our workers find them. Years ago
we were told by the Spirit of Prophecy :—

Weeping and Praying in Secret Places

“ In secret places they are weeping and praying that
they may see light in the Scriptures, and the Lord of
heaven has commissioned His angels to co-operate with
human agencies in carrying forward His vast design,
that all who desire life may behold the glory of God.

“We are to follow where God’s providence opens
the way ; and as we advance, we shall ind that Heaven
has moved before us, enlarging the field for labour far
beyond the proportion of our means and ability to
supply. The great want of the field open before us,
should appeal to all to whom God has intrusted means
or ability, that they may devote themselves and their all
to God. We are to be as faithful stewards, not only of
our means, but of the grace given unto us, that we may
be brought under the blood-stained banner of Prince
Immanuel.

“The purpose and eads to be attained by conse-
crated missionaries are very comprehensive. The field
for missionary operation is not limited by caste or
nationality. The field is the. world, and the light -of
truth is to go to all the dark places of the earth in
a much shorter teme than many (hink possi’le.”—DMrs.
E. G. White, in G.neral Conference Bulletin, 1893,
page 294. .

Never as in the last few years have we had such
evidences of the truthfulness of all this. The fields
have opened, and Heaven has moved before us.

Af the last General Conference the reports presented
before us as in moving panorama the peoples of many
tribes and tongues pleading with us to send them our
light.

And the providences of God reported—such prov-
idences in missions as we have never before heard of or
seen—show that verily the light of truth “is to go to all
the dark places of the earth in a much shorter time
than many think possible.”

These providences in all the world are God’s signals
to us to hurry on. We are told :—

“ It is now that we are to expect a refreshing from
the presence of the Lord. We should watch for the
movings of God’s providence as the army of Israel
watched for ‘the sound of a going in the tops of the
mulberry trees,—the appointed signal that Heaven
would work for them.”’—" Testimonies,” Vol. V, page
728.

With the refreshing showers of the latter rain falling
here and there over the earth, let us personally open
our hearts to receive the refreshing to our souls. Do
you love Jesus ? Tell of it. Praise Him for His grace.

And as these wonderful providences appear, let us
recognize them as the appointed signals that Heaven
will work for us as we go forward. These providences,
like the sound of a going in David’s fime, perhaps the
rustling sound of the gathering angels by the mulberry
trees, indicate to us that our heavenly allies, the angels
of God, are with us, and going before us from home to
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home and city to city, and into all the unentered fields.
Events in all the world proelaim the shorfness of time.
The erisis hastens upon us. Hear again the solemn
summons to acfion as the Spirit appeals through the

3}

‘ Testimonies ” :—
A Gospel of Action

“ Lt the gospel message ring through our churches,
summoning them to wniversal action. Let the members
of the church have increased faith, gaining zeal from
their unseen, heavenly allies, from a knowledge of their
exhaustless resources, from the greafness of the enter-
prise in which they are engaged, and from the power of
their Lieader. Those who place themselves under God’s
control, o be led and guided by Him, will caich the
stead tread of the events ordained by Him to take place.
Inspired with the Spirit of Him who gave His life for
the life of the world, they will no longer stand still in
impoteney, pointing to what they cannot do. Putting
on the armour of heaven, they will go forth to the war-
fare, willing to do and dare for God, knowing that His
omnipotence will supply their need.”—Volume VII,
rage I4.

Truly, as the Revised Version puts it in 1 John
2:18, " It is the last hour.” And the task is not yet
done.

“The sunset burns across the sky;
Upon the air its warnirg cry
The curfew tolls, from tower to tower.
O children, ’'tis the last, last hour!

“The work that centuries might have done
Must erowd the hour of setting sun;
And through all lands the saving Name
Ye must, in fervent haste, proclaim.

“The flelds are white to harvest, Weep,

O tardy workers, as ye reap,.
For wasted hours that might have won
Rich harvests ere the seb of sun.

“We hear His footsteps on the way !
O, work, while it is called today,
Constrained by love, endued with power,
O children, in this last, last hour!”

In this Week of Prayer let us pray for ourselves,
for our dear ones, for souls all about us, and for the
cause and work of God that must not fail of sweeping
ever onward. And pray %o Jesus to come quickly. He
Himself sefs us this prayer in the last verses of the
Revelation. ““ Surely I come quickly,” He says; and
the ehurch in all the world and in all langnages is to
respond, “ Amen. Fven so, come, Lord Jesus.” Let us
pray this prayer. It is not sufficient to pray about
Christ’s coming. Let us lift up our hearts fo Him and
pray, Come quickly, Lord Jesus.

(Reading for Tuesday, July 31)

The Sacrifice Needed

JOHN L. SHAW

HE word “ sacrifice ” is strong and beautiful. The
Latin word sacrificare, from which it is derived,
means to make sacred. It was used of vietims pub to
death in the temple offerings. A serious word—it makes
us think of blood. In the Old Testament its fullest
significance is seen upon the altar where continually the
life and blood of many animals was offered day after day
and year after year. In the New Testament its fullest
significance is seen on the eross where Christ, of whom
these slain animals were a type, poured forth His
precious blood.

Sacrifice finds its foremost example and highest
achievement in the life and death of Jesus Christ, our
divine Lord and Saviour. He is the “ Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world” to give man as a free moral
agent a seeond chance of life.

The Outstanding Event of Eternity

The Spirit of Prophecy sets forth in a telling manner
the mavrvellous sacrifice of Christ, the outstanding event
of the universe for all time and eternity :—

“Not alone for His earthborn children was this
revelation given. Our little world is the lesson book of
the universe. God’s wonderful purpose of grace, the
my stery of 1edeemin6 love, is the theme into which

‘angels desire to look, and it will be their study through-
oub endless ages. Both the redeemed and the unfallen
beings will find in the eross of Christ their seience and
their song. It will be seen that the glory shining 1n the
face of Jesus is the glory of self-sacrificing love. In the
light from Calvary it will be seen that the law of self-
renouncing love is the law of life for heaven and earth ;
that the love which  seeketh not her own’ has its source

in the heart of God; and that in the meek and lowly
One is manifested the character of Him who dwelleth in
the light which no man can approach unto.—‘ The
Desire of Ages,” prges 19, 20.

Because of Christ’s self-sacrificing love, sin will he
no more. Forever the government of heaven stands
justified. Its Maker is known as the God of love.

Dovele School’

Anarchy and rebellion W111 eventually be done away,
and done away forever. ' Rebellion can never again
arise. Sin ean never again enter the universe. Through
eternal ages all are secure from apostasy. By love’s self-
gacrifice, the inhabitants of the -earth and heaven are
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bound to their Creator in bonds of indissoluble union.”
—1Id., page 26.

The spirit of sacrifice leads to the renunciation of
self, and finds joy in service for others.

“ There is nothing save the selfish heart of man, that
lives unto itself. No bird that cleaves the air, no
animal that moves upon the ground, but ministers to
some other life. There is no leaf of the forest, or lowly
blade of grass, but has its ministry. Every tree and
shrub and leaf pours forth that element of life, without
which neither man nor animal could live; and man and
animal, in turn, minister to the life of tree and shrub
and leaf. The flowers breathe fragrance and unfold their
beauty in blessing to the world. The sun sheds its light to
gladden a thousand worlds. The ocean, itself the source
of all our springs and fountains, receives the streams
from every land, but takes to give. The mists ascending
from its hosom fall in showers to water the earth, that it
may bring forth and bud.

“ The angels of glory find their joy in giving,—giving
love and tireless watchcare to souls that are fallen and
unholy. Heavenly heings woo the hearts of men; they
bring to this dark world light from the courts above; by
gentle and patient ministry they move upon the human
spirit, to bring the lost into a fellowship with Christ
which 1s even closer than they themselves can know.

Giving the Law of Life

“ But turning from all lesser representations, we be-
hold God in Jesus. Looking unto Jesus we see that it
is the Glory of our God to give. ‘I do nothing of My-
self,” said Christ; ‘the lmnO Father hath sent Me, and
I live by the Father ‘I seek not Mine own glory,” but
‘the glory of Him that sent Me. In these words is set
forth the great principle which is the law of life for the
universe. All things Christ received from God, but He
tock to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His ministry
for all created beings; through the beloved Son, the
Father’s life flows out to all; through the Son if returns,
in praise and joyous service, a tide of love, to the great
Source of all. And thus through Christ the circuit of
beneficence is complete, representing the character of the
great Giver, the law of life.”—Id., pages 20, 21.

In Chbrist’s sacrifice upon the cross is written the
great commission to His disciples to follow His example.
John’s Gospel lays bare the heart of Christ and the
i;plrlt which should actuate His followers : Jesus came

“and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be
unto you. And when He had so sald, He showed unto
them His hands and His side. . . . Peace be unto you:
as My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.”
John 20 : 19-21.

"Years later, following the example of his blessed
Master, the once self-seeking and self-righteous Peter
died upon the cross. His last request to his execution-
ers, we are told, was that he might be nailed to the cross
with his head downward. One after another of the
early builders of the church died as martyrs. Steven
was stoned; James was killed with the sword; John
was exiled ; Paul, the chief of apostles, at the hands of
the cruel Nero was condemned to a martyr’s death.

God’s leaders have heen self-sacrificing. Abraham,
answering to God’s call, left his country, his people, and
his father’s house, to go into a land he knew not.
Moses, with the throne of Egypt in sight, choose “ rather
to suffer-affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a season.” Nehemiah, Esther,
and Daniel risked their lives for the cause of truth.

The aposble Paul tells us of three stages in his life as
a Christian : ** That I might know Him.” the first; “and
the power of His resurrection,” the second; ‘‘and the
fellowship of His sufferings,” the thitd. Paul’s marvel-
ous life was worked out through suffering. The chief
leaders in missionary history are men who suffered.
Huss and Jerome, who sealed their testimony with their
blood, speak for many honest souls who died as martyrs
for their taith during the long reign of papal persecution.

It was the spirit to do and dare and give for God
that ushered in the era of modern missions. William
Carey, Adoniram Judson, Alexander Duff, Henry Mar-
tyn, David Livingstone, and others are shining examples
of those, who leaving all, suffered untold hardships and
even death that they might make known the cross of
Christ amid the darkness of heathen lands. Their self-
sacrificing service hrought its reward. Darkened minds
beheld the glory of God, and turning from their heathen
ways, became followers of the cross among their own
people. Among these are those willing to suffer as mar-
tyrs for their faith.

The Martyred Apostle to Afghanistan

Dr. Penuell has told of Adbul Karim, a bapbized
Christian, who ventured alone into Afghanistan with the
message.  He was dragged to Kahul as a prisoner,
laden with chains, dismissed with & soldier guard to go
back to India, was waylald on the road and told, You
shall revoke your behef, you shall say with your own
lips, “ Mohammed is God’s apostle.”’ ‘I will never say
it,” he answered. They cut off his right hand. He re-
peated, ‘ I never will sav it,’ and they cut off his left
hand; and then while he still witnessed they pulled out
his tongue, and he tried to _mutter, ‘Jesus Christ my
Lord.” Then he died.”— Students ani! World-wide
Expansion of Chri:tianity,” page 132.

Such a spirit of sacrifice will carry the gospel any-
where. HEvery door will fall back upon its hinges as
men risk all for God. A

The founders of the Advent Movement experienced
self-denial and self-sacrifice. Joseph Bates said, when
the Sabbath truth came to bim, “I am going to write a
book. I am going to circulate it, and spread the Sab-
bath truth betore the World.” *Well,” said Mrs. Bates,
thY‘OuOh blinding tears, * what are we going to live on? "’

T}e Lord is going to open the way,” was Captain
Bates’ smiling reply.
Self-Denial Not Known

The Lord’s servant has said, * Those who enter the
work ab the present time know comparatively little of
the sell-denial and self-sacrifice of those upon whom the
Lord laid the burden of His work at its beginning. The
experience of the past should he told them again and
again; for they are to carry forward the work with the
saine humility and self-sacrifice that characterized the
true workers in the past.”—:!. eview and Herald, Jure 3,
1902. Of Elder James White she writes, ' My husband
left the railroad, and with his axe went into the woods to
chop cordwood. With a continual pain in his side he
worked from early morning till dark to earn about fifty
cents a day. He was prevented from sleeping nights by
severe pain. . . .

* \Ve received a letter from Brother Chamberlain, of
Connecticut, urging us to attend a conference in that
State. We decided to go if we could obtain the means.
Husband settled with his employer, and found that there
was ten dollars due him. With half of this I purchased
articles of clothing which were much needed, and then
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patched my husband’s overcoat, even piecing the patches,
making it difficult to tell the original cloth in the sleeves.
We had five dollars left to take us to Dorchester, Mass.
One trunk contained nearly everything we possessed on
earth. But we enjoyed peace of mind and a clear con-
science, and this we prized above earthly comforts.”—
“The Great Second Advent Movement,” pages 266, 267.

Simple faith and willingness to sacrifice led them on.
When the time came to begin to print a little paper,
with assurance that means wounld be provided to carry it
forward, Elder James White bargained to mow with a
hand scythe forty acres of timothy grass at seventy-five
cents an acre, to be able to produce the first nuinber of
Present Truth, and would have done so if Sister White
had not advised him to arrange otherwise for printing
the first number.

In those early days men went forth preaching the
message with little, and in many instances without any
visible means of support. Amid great opposition, with
hardly any facilities, in the poorest sort of meeting
places, they preached the word. In 1848, when pre-
dictions were made concerning the rise and spread of the
Sabbath truth, from a human viewpoint the undertaking
seemed impossible. “ One man remarked to one of our
labourers soon after the prediction was made, ‘It will
take vyou 144,000 vears to do what you propose.’
‘What !’ they would say, ‘three preachers—Hlder White
and wife, and Elder Bates—all penniless. with less than
one hundred adherents, all of whom are destitute of
money, going forth with a few hundred copies of an
eighty page tract on the Sabbath question, to give a
warning message to all the world! Pr epostemus assump-
tion !’ While those thus reasoning said, ‘Impossible !
faith in the message and the be’sbimony of assured
success said, ‘ In the name of Israel's God it will be
done!” And trusting in His strength it must be done!”
Id., page 275.

Our foreign mission work has been a ministry of
love for peoples in other lands. Elder J. N. Andrews,
going to Burope, said: “I firmly believe that God has
much people in Europe who are ready to obey His holy
law, and to reverence His Sabbath, and to wait for His
Son from heaven. I came here to give my life to the
proclamation of these sacred truths concerning the near
advent of Christ and the observance of God's command-
ments. I hope to walk circumspectly, and not to count
my life dear to myself."—Review and Herald, Novem-
ber 17, 1874.

Mission Work a Record of Sacrifice

Is not our foreign mission work largely a record of
self-denial and self-sacrifice amid hardships? Xarnest
men and women have left their friends and comforts in
answer to what they firmly believed was God’s call to
some trying field where an unknown language, new faces,

and strange customs greeted them. They have laboured
long without much visible result; many have lost their
health, and some have died. The number of missionary
graves in foreign fields continues to increase. Bub,
thank God, the price has not been too dear. The
prophecy.of the Lord’s servant is being fulfilled. The jets
of light amid the moral darkness are steadily increasing.

“In my very girlhood the Lord saw fit to open
before me the glories of heaven. I was in vision taken
to heaven, and the angel said to me, ‘Look!” I looked
to the world as it was in dense darkness. The agony
that came over me was indescribable as I saw this dark-
ness. Again the word came, ‘Look ye.’ And again I
looked intently over the world, and I be gan to see jets
of light like stars dotted all through this darkness; and
then I saw another and another added light, and so all
through this moral darkness the star-like lights were
increasing. And the angel said, ‘These are they that
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and are obeying the
words of Christ.’ . I saw then these little jets of
light growing brighter, shining forth from the east and
the west, and from the n01th and the south, and light-
ing the whole world.”— Gospel Workers,” pages 378,
879, old edi'ion.

Will not the message go with still greater power as
the spirit of willing sacrifice shall continue to develop
among us ? “‘Gather My saints together unto Me: those
that have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.”

Is money the greatest need of the cause today? Or
is it that spirit of love for perishing souls that caused
Jesus to give His life for us? That spirit will provide
all the funds which our world wide work requires.
With all our giving, our people as a whole are more pros-
perous than ever before in our history. At the same
time the cause is in greater financial need than ever
before. We are told that “‘we are nearing the end of
this earth’s history, and the different lines of God’s
work are to be carried forward with much more self-
sacrifice than is at present manifest.”’— Testimonies,”
Vol. VII, page 62.

The scars of Jesus Christ, the print of the nails and
the mark of the spear, must be upon our aims, our
decisions, and our daily lives. What is there in us
which shows the tears and agony of Gethsemane and
Calvary? Is the shadow of the cross upon our lives and
our homes? Is it upon our bank accounts? If so,there
will be no lack of means.

‘“ See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’er such love nnd sorrow meet?
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
‘“ Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my life, my soul, my all.”’

(Reading for Wednesday, August 1)

The Gospel of Health and Perfection
of Character

ARCHIBALD W. TRUMAN,

E shall serve the Lord your God, and He shall
bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take
sickness away from the midst of thee.” Ex.23:25.

M.D.

It is plain from the study of the Scriptures and from
the life and teachings of Christ, that God desires His
people to enjoy the precious blessing of health. Jesus
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came and “took our infirmities, and bare our sick-
nesses.” “‘The burden of disease and wretchedness and
sin He came to remove. It was His mission to bring
to men complete restoration; He came to give them
health and peace and perfection of character.”—" The
Munistry of Healing,” page 17.

Surely the present world-picture of human suffering,
misery, and physical and moral degeneracy again grieves
His heart. The desire of our heavenly Father for His
earth-born children is expressed in the tender words,
“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”
3 John 2. And to Israel of old it was said, *‘The Lord
will take away from thee all sickness, and will put none
of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon
thee.” Deut. 7 : 15.

Heaven not Taken by Surprise

Has Heaven been taken by surprise in the awful
harvest of hnman wretchedness and misery which our
eyes behold, and which is but the fruitage of the evil
seed that for millenniums men have been sowing in the
world? God in His infinite wisdom foresaw the
conditions that would obtain in the physical world
just before the second advent of Christ; and in mercy
He provided a remedy, a present truth, fully adapted to
meet every human need.

Among the signs given as heralds of His soon com-
ing, the Saviour said, “There shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places” (Matbt.
24 : 27); and Habakkuk tells us that ** before Him went
the pestilence” (Hab. 3 : 5).

In the time when the world is swept with pestilences
and plagues, the Lord has promised to be a refuge for
His people. ““ Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by
night; . . . nor for the pestilence that walketh in dark-
ness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.”
*“ There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague
come nigh thy dwelling.” Ps.91:5,6,10. In the
protection of His people the Lord respects obedience,
which is the basis of character building. “His truth
shall be thy shield and buckler.” Verse 4.

What phase of present truth might naturally be a
shield for God’s people against disease and pestilence ?
Would it not be the precious counsel and instruction He
has given concerning the laws of life and health? What
will it mean to stand unmoved when ‘‘a thousand shall
fall at tby side and ten thousand at thy right hand”?
Shall we at that time expect the Lord to save us from
the results of wilful or ignorant violation of physical law,
“since God has placed it in our power to obtain a know-
ledge of the laws of health?”

Rightly understood, the health reform is a part of
God’s love message to His children. It is designed not
merely to increase our physical and mental vigor, and to
shield us from disease, pestilence, and plague, but ‘ he
who cherishes the light which God has given him upon
health reform, has animportant aid in the work of be-
coming sanctified through the truth and fitted for im-
mortality. But if he disregards that light and lives in
violation of natural law, he must pay the penalty; his
spiritual powers are benumbed, and how can he perfect
holiness in the fear of God?"'—* Christian Temperance,”’
page 10.

Seventh-day Adventists should be the most thankful
people in the world because of the light with which
Inspiration has flooded our pathway, revealing the

devices and pitfalls of the enemy. The accumulated
light of the ages is focused at our feet. Every ray of
this light is precious, and we have none too much. It
is all needed to light our pathway through the darkest
hour of human history, when the deceptions and delu-
sions of Satan will be strongest and our natural powers
of resistance weakest. God purposes to take a remnant
from the fag-end of the human race, after six thousand
years of sin and sickness have done their worst, and
make of them a monument to the power of the complete
gospel, the very essence of which is restoration, physical,
mental, and spiritual.
‘ Light in Advance of Qur Age

Much of the instruction given us concerning the laws
of life and health is in advance of the age in which we
live. Today many of the principles given to us more than
fifty years ago are being thundered from the laboratories
of science, and no doubt science will yet demonstrate the
soundness of every health principle given us. But shall
we wait for the tardy sanction of scientific opinion before
we are willing to act upon the counsel of the True Wit-
ness, and thus delay or defeat for us the happy results of
obedience to revealed truth ? The representation of the
Great Teacher is an all-sufficient revelation. If all the
discoveries of science and the writings of men on health
subjects were lost fo view, we could still find in the
Bible and the Testimonies of the Spirit of God the very
help we need to guide our feet in the path of health.

God has established the laws of health, but His laws
are not arbitrary exactions. The way of His command-
ments has always been the only way of life. To ancient
Israel the Lord sent the message, * O that there were
such a heart in them, that they would fear Me, and
keep all My commandments always, that it might be
well with them, and with their children forever!”
Deut. 5 29.

“Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the
Lord your God, and His testimonies, and His statutes
which He hath commanded thee. And thou shalt do
that which is right and good in the sight of the Lord:
that 4t may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go
in and possess the good land which the Lord sware
unto thy fathers.” “ And the Lord commanded us to
do all these statutes; to fear the Lord our God, for our
good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is ab
this day.” Deut. 6: 17, 18, 24.

“He said unto them, Set your hearts unto all the
words which T testify among you this day, which ye
shall command your children to observe to do, all the
words of this law. For it is not a vain thing for you;
because it is your life : and through this thing ye shall
prolong your days in the land, whither ye go over
Jordan to possess it.” Deut. 32: 46, 47-

No less specific or solicitous is the instruction God
has given to Israel today. ‘I saw that our heavenly
Father has bestowed upon us the great blessing of light
upon the health reform, that we may obey the claims
which He has upon us, and glorify Him in our bodies
which are His, and finally stand without fault before the
throne of God.”—* Testimonies,” Vol. 1, page 488.

“ Our heavenly Father sees the deplorable condition
of men who, many of them ignorantly, are disregarding
the principles of hygiene. And it is in love and pity to
the race that He causes the light to shine upon health
reform.”—" Christian Temperance,” page 9.

“Our heavenly Father sent the light of health re-
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form o guard against the evils resulting from a debased
appetite, that those who love purity and holiness may
know how to use with discretion the good things He
has provided for them, and that by exercising temperance
in daily life, they may be sanctified through the truth.”
—I1., page 52.

“Those who act as teachers are to be intelligent in
regard to disease and its causes, understanding that
every action of the human agent should be in perfect
harmony with the laws of life. The light God has
given on health reform is for our salvation and the sal-
vation of the world. Men and women should be in-
formed in regard to the human habitation, fitted up by
our Creator as His dwelling-place, and over which He
desires us to be faithful stewards. . .. God, who
formed the wonderful structure of the body, will take
special care to keep it in order, if men co-operate,
instead of working at cross-purposes with Him.

“These grand truths must be given to the world.
We must reach the people where they are, and by ex-
ample and precept lead them to see the beauties of the
better way. The world is in sad need of instruction
along these lines. The time has come when each soul
must be staunch and true to every ray of light God has
given, and begin in earnest to give this gospel of health
to the people. We shall have strength and power to do
this if we practise these truths in our own lives. If we
all followed the light we have received, the blessing of
God would rest on us, and we should be anxious to
place these truths before those who know them not.”’—
Mrs. E. G. White, in Review and Herald, Nov. 12, 1901.

Perfection of Character the Aim

When it becomes clear to us that the great object of
the health reform nessage is not merely perfect health,
but perfection of character and fitness for translation,
this phase of present truth assumes a commanding im-
portance. QOur adversary undersbands the relation
between morbid physiology, unsound thinking, and
heart stains. He knows that a sour stomach and a
sweet disposition are seldom combined. He under-
stands the relation—even if we do not—between poorly
selected or poorly prepared food, poor digestion, a poor
quality of blood, and shattered nerves, loss of temper,
and discouragement. He knows that * the body is the
only medium through which the mind and soul are
developed for the upbuilding of character. Hence it is
that the adversary of souls directs his temptations to the
enfeebling and degrading of the physical powers. His
suceess here means the surrender to evil of the whole
being.”—"* The Ministry of Healing,” page 130.

Therefore among other prerequisites, spiritual health
depends upon obedience to physical law. “ Perfection
of character cannot be attained when the laws of
nature are disregarded; for this is transgression of the
law of God. His law is written by His own finger
upon every nerve, every muscle, every fibre, of our
being, upon every faculty which has been intrusted to
man. These gifts are bestowed, not to be abused and
corrupbed, but to be used to His honour and glory in
the uplifting of humanity. . . .

“The blessing that God gives as the result of obe-
dience to the laws of health, is a healing power, a balm
for many of the evils that ave cursing the world today.
Satan’s strongest hold on man is through disobedience
to these laws. . . .

“ We are living in a most solemn, awful moment of

this earth’s history. Nobt a soul whose life is one of
careless self-degradation, through transgression of
physical laws, will stand in the great day of trial just
before us. There is a terrible account to be rendered to
God by those who have but little regard for the human
body, and treat it ruthlessly. . . . Reform, continual
reform, must be kept before the people, and by our
example we must enforce our teachings. True religion
and the laws of health go hand in hand. It is impos-
sible to work for the salvation of men and women without
presenting to them the need of breaking away from
sinful gratifications, which destroy the health, debase
the soul, and prevent divine truth from impressing the
mind. Men and women must be taught to take a care-
ful review of every habit and every practice, and at once
put away those things that cause an unhealthy con-
dition of the body, and thus cast a dark shadow over
the mind. . . .

“ We must rest assured that Satan will do all in his
power to prevent anything like a message of reform from
being given to the world at this time. Shall God's
people be found on the enemy’s side, either by failing to
heed it themselves, or by neglecting to give 1t to -
others ? "—Mrs. H. (. White, in Review and Herald,
Now. 12, 1901.

While it is true that no one can eat or drink his way
into the kingdom of heaven, it is also true that * those
who are slaves to appetite will fail in perfecting
Christian charaeter.” .

Surley we are in the time of the latter rain, and how
much we need the refreshing which God has promised !
The greatness of the task before us and the shortness of
time demand the anointing of the Holy Spirit for the
finishing of the work. Bubt bhave we made all the
preparation necessary for the reception -of this heavenly
Guest ? ““What? know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Cor.
8:19, 20.

Cleansing the Temple

When Jesus was upon earth, He one day went into
the temple and cleansed it, casting out the traders and
gamblers; and immediately the sick gathered in and
were healed. This may be taken as an object lesson
of the mission of Christ among men to cleanse and
purity the body temples, the heart témples, to make
them fit places for the abiding presence of the Holy
Spirit.

“The refreshing or power of God comes only on
those who have prepared theimnselves for it by doing
the work which God bids them, namely, cleansing them-
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per-
fecting holiness in the fear of God.”—" Testimoni.s,”
Vel I, yage 619

“Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God
while our characters have one spot or stain upon them.
It is left with us to remedy the defects in our char-
acters, to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement.
Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain
fell upon the disciples on the day of Pentecost.”’—
“ Testimonies,” Vol. V, page 214.

“The health reform, I was shown, is a part of the
third angel’s messege. . . . God’s people are not pre-
pared for the loud cry of the third angel. They have
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a work to do for themselves which they should not
leave for God to do for them. He has left this work
for them to do. It is an individual work; one cannot
do it for another. ‘Having therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthi-
ness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God.’

“ Gluttony is the prevailing sin of this age. Lustful
appetite makes slaves of men and women, and be-
clouds their intellects and stupefies their moral sen-
sibilities to such a degree that the sacred, elevated
truths of God’s Word are not appreciated. . . . In
order to-be fitted for translation, the people of God
must know themselves. They must understand in
regard to their own physical frames, that they may
be able with the psalmist to exclaim, ‘I will praise
Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.’
They should ever have the appetite in subjection to
the moral and intellectual organs.”— Testimonies,”
Vol. I, pages 486, 487.

Health Not Accidental

Health is not a matter of chance or accident. It
does not drop down from the blue, and seize upon
one and spare another. Nature does not do her work
at random, without regard to physical law. Many are
suffering from physical infirmities which are the re-
sult of inherited weaknesses, but a greater number are
suffering from maladies which can be traced to indis-
cretions in eabing, drinking, dressing, thinking, working,
and worrying.

Worry is distrust of God. It is one of the worst

enemies of health. It has its foundation in fear. It
causes indigestion in the daytime and insomnia at night.
It depresses the blood-making organs, and dries up the
bones. Instead of fear and worry, should not our faith
lay hold of the promises of God, and ripen into perfect
trust? “ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all
His benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth all thy diseases.” Ps. 103:2, 3. .

But let us remember that in healing disease He
“ satistieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy
youth is renewed like the eagle’s’ (verse &) ; also that
“it is labour lost to teach people to look to God as a
healer of their infirmities, unless they are taught also to
lay aside unhealthful practices.” ‘“Many persons bring
disease upon themselves by their self-indulgence. . . .
If God were to work a miracle in restoring these persons-
to health, He would be encouraging sin.”—‘‘ The Min-
181y of Healing,” page 227.

There is something of {ar greater importance in our
day than to be healed by a miracle,—which the Lord
may and often does graciously perform for His children,
—and that is an intelligent understandiug of the laws of
health, and a consistent, faithful conformity of the life
habits and practices in harmony with them. Such a
co-operation of human- effort with the divine brings the
restoration of health, and at the same time the will is
strengthened, the heart is disciplined, and character
building is promoted. A proper understanding of health
principles, the causes of disease, and God’s approved
method of treatment as outlined in the instruction sent
us, is vitally essential at this time to safeguard us against
all spurious forms of miraculous or mechanical healing.

{Reading for Thursday, August 2)

Unity

J. C. RAFT

UNITY is of divine origin. What wonderful unity

there is in heaven! The Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit are one, and in them the angels are united.
Our first parents were one. Gen. 2:924; Matt. 19:5.
It was the plan of God that the earth should be inhab-
ited by buman beings in harmony with Himself and
with one another. But sin entered, and with it came
disunion, strife, and division. As soon as Adam sinned,
he placed the blame on his wife; and after a few years
had passed, sin had developed to the extent that one
brother killed the other.

Unity is an essential requirement for success and
progress. Upon this condition depends whether a
kingdom shall stand or fall. Jesus says, * Every king-
dom divided against itself is brought to desolation ; and
a house divided against a house falleth.” Luke 11:17.
The restless and unstable eonditions of our day corrobo-
ratein a most striking manner the truth of this statement.

As the world appeared at the beginning of 1914,
everything seemed to indicate prosperity. Farming,
commerce, and industry flourished ; art and invention
had reached unprecedented heights of attainment.
Outwardly, everything looked bright and promising,
and multitudes dreamed and spoke of a soon-coming
milleanium. The fact was, however, that notwith-
standing this high state of development, the nations

were not united in 1914, and the result was a terrible
war which drew almost the whole world into the vortex.

Society is disinfegrating. The lack of unity affects
lawmaking assemblies; it is growing within the various
societies and organizations, religious, social, and political.
Many homes where peace, happiness, and joy once bore
sway, have become homes of unhappiness. Thousands
sigh for unity, but where is it to be found? Perfect
unity is to be found in but one way,~—by coming into
harmony with God and with His Son, Jesus Christ.
And this condition can be attained only through a living
faith in Christ and unconditional and absolute obedience
to the commandments of God.

One with Christ

During the thirty years that Christ walked here
below, He lived His life according to the will of God,
and we in the same manner should live our lives. He
is our true Pattern. He has, as Peter and John write,
given us an example which we by His power should fol-
low. 1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6.

Though in His bhumanity Christ was surrouded by
the same temptations that we are, He was always
united with His Father. “I and My Father are one,”
He said to the Jews. In this connection lay His
strength, and here we have the key to the power that
ever filled Him and accompanied the words which He
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spoke. He and the Father were one. The Son sought
not His own will, but the will of His Father. John
5:19, 30.

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are one.
The Father worked by His Spirit through His Son,
and the wonderful works which Jesus did, testify of
what God will do for those who are one with Him.

The same spirit of unity which exists between Christ
and His Father, should exist among believers. The
works which Christ did, we shall do (John 14:12)
but the condition is, that He be in us, for without Him
we can do nothing. We must be cleansed {rom all sin
(1 John 1:9), and be clothed with the righteousness
of Christ; we must become ‘' pactakers of the divine
nuture.” 2 Peter 1:4. When this takes place, we
shall be one in Him.

A United Church

The first condition for the growth of the chureh is
that the members become united with Christ. For this
Christ worked when He was on earth. He also sought
at every opportunity to bring home to the hearts of
His disciples the necessity of being one in Him. This
was the great burden of His heart when He was about
to leave them. In His prayer in the garden, just
before He was betrayed, He prayed that Iis followers
might be one :—

That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and
T in Thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that Thou hast sent Me. . . . I in them, and Thou in
Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world

may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as
Thou has" loved Me. John 17:21-23. °

When we as a church become one in the sense that
Jesus meant when He prayed this prayer, then the
world will have the witness that Christ is sent of God.
Then the gospel of Christ will shine and unfold itself in
its full glory.

The great apostle Paul understood how necessary it
is that the chureh of God be united. Listen to what
he says — ‘

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no

divisions among you ; but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgment. 1 Cor. 1:10.

The apostle compares the church to a body —

As the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is
Cbrist. Ior by one Spint are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or (Gentiles, whether we be bond or free ; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 1 Cor. 12:12, 13,

In verses 14-26 he explains this intimate connection
which exists between the different members of the body,
and shows how dependent they all are one upon an-
other, and the care they have for one another; and in
verse 27 bhe concludes, ' Now ye are the body of Christ,
and members in particular.”

This body which God has joined together has one

head, Christ, whom the Father has placed “to be the
head over all things to the church, which is His body,
the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.”” Eph. 1:23,

23. The connection between Christ and the church
should be just as full and complete as that between the
head and the body, and will be when the Holy Spirit
gets full control over us and we become one in Him.
A Still Higher Unity Needed
Thanks to the truth which the Lord has given us,
we are a united people. Bub we must be united in a

still higher sense. We must reach unto perfect unity
in faith and works. We must reach the same degree
of unity which the disciples reached on the day of
Pentecost. The great work which the Lord has com-
mitted to our hands can never be finished so long as
there is lack of unity among us. The world can never
be lightened with the glory and brightness of the three-
fold message so long as strife and discord exist within
our ranks, or while we criticize and speak evil one of
another. Peirfect unity and true brotherly love in our
churches, ampng our labourers, and in our homes, is the
goal we must strive for, and which by the grace and
power of God we must and shall attain.

It is not enough that we believe and love the truth.
Nor is it enough that we preach to others, or give of our
means for the advancement of the message. All this we
may do, and yet not be whotly united. Remember the
disciples. They left everything and followed Jesus,
believing that He was sent of God. Matt. 19:27;
John 17:8. There was contention amomg them as to
who should be the greatest, and so long as they were out
of unity, they could not receive the power and fulness of
the Holy Spirit, a power that was necessary ko enable
them to do the great work to which they had been
called by the Master.

Here is an important lesson for us. Our time and
our work in several respects have much in common with
the time in which the apostles lived and the work they
did. As they were called to proeclaim the message of the
first coming of Jesus, we are called to preach the
message of His second coming; as they were unable to
do their work without special power from on high,
through the outpouring of the Spirit, so is it impossible
for us to do our work without a special oubpouring of
the Spivit from heaven. And just as they were unable
to get possession of this power, this outpouring of the
Spirit, until they came into complete accord, so it
is with us. We cannot receive the latter rain until we
come into perfect unity.

The disciples became one when they were united in
prayer to God and in the study of the Word. They
confessed their sins and repented of them. Sincere
prayer and humble confession, as well as the study of
the Holy Seriptures, are the means through which the
unity of the chureh may be brought about in Christ
Jesus. ‘

The result of the season of prayer of which we read
in the first chapter of Acts, was that the echurch became
one. Then followed the revival sermon by Peter, and
three thousand souls were converted in a single day. A
wonderful power attended the preaching of the Word.
The number of disciples increased daily, and many
powerful works were done by the servants of the Loxd.
When they prayed, the place where they gathered was
moved, and the sick were healed when they laid their
hands on them. The church had become one in Christ ;
*“ the multitude of them thab believed were of one heart
and of one soul.”

It is wonderful to read of how great things the Lord
does for His children when they become one in Him
and work together with Him. The great work of
rebuilding and restoring, of which we read in Ezra and
Nehemiah, was done by men who stood together *as
one man ’ (Ezra 3:1); and the revival spoken of in the
eighth and ninth chapters of Nehemiah, took place
when the whole people were gatheled to read the Word
of God and to confess *‘ their sins and the iniguities of
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their fathers.” The apostolic church received the Holy
Spirit when the believers were *“ all with one accord.”
Aects 2: 1.

We stand face to face with problems similar to
theirs. The threefold message must be proclaimed to all
nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples, and the work
must be finished in this generation. The ILord has
everything in readiness, and the great day is nearing
rapidly. If there was ever a time when the people of
the Lord should press together and seek God, it is now.
We must have a living connection with the Lord; and
we must know Christ and be the possessors of life in
Him; we must be one.

True religion unites hearts, not only with Christ, but with
one another, in a most tender union. When we know what it
means to be united with Christ and with our brethren, a fragrant
influence will attend our work wherever we go.—*‘ Gospel Work-
ers,”’ page 484.

The work of preparation spoken of in Malachi 4 : 5,
6, begins in the home. Husband and wife become one,
and the hearts of parents and children are united. It is
the “ spirit and power of Elijah ”’ which moves upon the
hearts of the children of God, as was the case in the

time of Elijah and of John the Baptist. There must
not be one family of Adventists that are not united, nor
a single church of Adventists where the members are
not one in Christ.

On the Verge of an Awakening

The time has come for us to experience this higher
unity. The message is to be proclaimed with power.
We stand on the verge of an awakening such as the
world has never witnessed. The signs and wonders
which followed the preaching of the word in the time of
the apostles, are also to follow our work, and during
this awakening we are to sanctify ourselves to the
service of the Lord, and give of our means to the
advancement of the work to the same extent that the
apostolic church sanctified themselves and gave of their
means o the cause of God. We are to give ourselves
unreservedly to the Lord, to become one in Him and
perfectly united with Him; then we shall be united
with one another.

May the Lord make this Week of Prayer to us what
the season in the upper room was to the apostolic
church!

(Reading for Friday, August 3)

What the Youth Can Do

MEADE MACQUIRE

WHAT could be more encouraging than to know that
God has planned a glorious career for every one
of our children?
not be fully satisfied if our children were merely good—
we wanbt them to be good for something. Many un-
believers, as well as Christians, have high ideals and
noble ambitions for their children, but all fall immeas-
urably short of our heavenly Father’s own plans for
them.
God’s Plan
“Higher than the highest human thought can reach
is God’s ideal for His children.” * Education” page 18.
“ God’s purpose for the children growing up beside
our hearths is wider, deeper, higher than our restricted
vision has comprehended. From the humblest lot those
whom He has seen faithful have in fime past been
called to witness for Him in the world’s highest places.
And many a lad of to-day, growing up as did Daniel in
his Judean home, studying God’s word and His works,
and learning the lessons of faithful service, will yet stand
in legislative assemblies, in halls of justice, or in royal
courts, as a witness for the King of kings.”—Id., page
262.

Itis a fact well known to us that the youbthful

heroes of sacred history received a special training for
the life of exfraordinary service to which God called
them. Again and again heavenly messengers were senf
to reveal to parents God’s glorious purpose for their
children, and as a result of the co-operation of these
parents the children were prepared, under God, for their
divinely appointed mission. We think of Abraham
and Moses, of Joseph and Samuel, John the Baptist,
and Timothy, as illustrations of this fact.

To us as a people God has revealed His plan for the
army of youth intrusted to us. He has also given us,
through the Spirit of Prophecy and other sources, the

As parents and as a church, we could’

most complete and detailed instruction for their training
ever recorded. Through the recognition of this heaven-
sent instruction and hearty co-operation in the divine
plan, we shall glorify God and shall more than realize
our highest expectations for our children.

It is not to be expected that our young people will
rise much higher than the ideals and aspirations held
before them in the home. It is therefore of the utmost
importance that they be shown the way of the new
birth and victory over sin in their everyday home life.
How many children and youth have been urged and
pushed into so-called missionary work, such as dis-
tributing literature and doing Christian help work, when
their own lives were so sinful and inconsistent that they
could hardly claim to be Christians at all. Such forced
efforts are of little value. What these young people
need is to understand the true principle which underlies
successful and joyous service for Christ.

* When the love of Christ is enshrined in the heart,
like sweet fragrance it cannot be hidden. Its holy in-
fluence will be felt by all with whom we come in contact.
The Spirit of Christ in the heart is like a spring in the
desert, flowing to refresh all, and making those who are
ready to perish, eagerto drink of the water of life.”’—
““Steps to Christ.” page 82.

The Precious Results

As we hold up these principles we see more and more
of the precious results, as witnessed by the following
letter :—

“T am glad to tell you that I bave had peace the past few
weeks which I have never known before. I have much to tell you
about the personal work I have been doing. Itis like ringinga
doorbell. Often you do not hear it ring outside, but all the same
it is ringing inside, and sooner or later there will be a response.
‘When we ring at the door of the heart, we may not appear to be
welcome, but the answer will come if we are patient.

‘‘ Recently my brother came home, and I had a chance to
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speak to him, He has not been reading his Bible. After a good
talk with him I got out my little copy of ‘ Steps to Christ’ and
gave to him, and he promised to read it. I have also been talking
with several friends who work at the same place I do. My great
desire is that in all my words and actions Jesus shall be revealed,
so that my associates will seek Him who is dearer than all the
world to me.”’ )

The successful finishing of our work depends so
largely on the proper training of our great army of youth
that we cannot put too great emphasis upon a right
beginning.

“The parents are to guard their children with wise,
pleasant instruetion. As the very best friends of these
inexperienced ones, they should help them in the work
of overcoming, for it means everything to them to be
victorious. . . . With loving intevest they should teach
them day by day what it means to be children of God
and to vield the will in obedience to Himn. . . . This
must be a daily, hourly work. Parents, watch, wateh
and pray, and make your children your companions.”
—"“ 1 estimonies,” Vol. VI, pages 93, 94.

The importance of this instruction is emphasized by
such testimonies from the young people as the fol-
lowing :—

Finding Rest of Soul

’* Perhaps you would be interested in knowing something of
my recent experience. The evening after our conversabtion, for
the first time I found real rest of soul, because for the first time I
enjoyed the certainty of Christ’s presence in my heart. Why is
tt that I bave been so slow in gaining this experience when it is
what I have so long needed and desired? It has been a tre-
mendous struggle with me ever since I gave my heart to the Lord
when but a child. All the while I have wanted Jesus to possess

my life and impart His victory over sin, but I did not understand
the way.”’

And in homes where this instruction f{rom the Spirit
of Prophecy was faithfully followed, we have observed
the remarkable influence for good exerted by the chil-
dren throughout the community. The gratifying results
of such a course are illustrated in this letter :(—

‘T am reading the ‘ Testimonies’ through, and am now in
Volume IIL. They are certainly very interesting. Formerly I
had a passion for reading fiction. Five years ago this summer I
averaged reading five storybooks a week. But my taste for read-
ing has been directed into right channels. Those storybooks cer-
tainly did not elevate my mind nor make me want to live closer to
the Liord. As I read the ‘ Testimonies,” I am writing in a note-
book quotations that are especially helpful to me. I am also
reading the Bible through. I am just coming to realize how
important it is for us to know these doctrines. I am determined
not to fall back into my former indifferent attitude.”

With this right foundation in the home, we may
expect the youth to do a noble work.

In the Church

The special work to which our youth are called of

God has been explicitly and repeatedly stated in the
" Testimonies " :—

We have an army of youth to-day who can do much if they
are properly directed and encouraged. We want our children to
believe the truth. We want them to be blessed of God. We
want them to act a part in well-organized plan~ for helping other
youth.—"* Missionary Volunteers and thewr Work,” page 11.

Will the young men and young women who really love Jesus
organize themselves as workers, not only for those who profess to
be Sabbath keepers, but for thos: who are not of our faith ?~——1Ibid.

Every effort should be made to focus all the interest
of the young people on the work of personal soul-win-
ning. Active, earnest prayer bands should be main-
tained, for this is the dynamo where spiritual power is
generated. If young people are provided with plenty of
inspiring literature on personal work and the best

methods of soul-winning, they can and will get resulfs. -
There are various ways through which a contact may be
made that will open the door for this personal evangel-
ism. One of the most thrilling revivals the writer ever
saw, was in a large Sabbath school where several earnest
young teachers set out to lead each child in their classes
to a saving personal knowledge of Jesus. They were
amazingly successful. i

Others have made this conbact through distribution
of literature. It seems to us that far better results come
from definite personal effort with literature than from
the wholesale methods. Young people need to be en-
couraged to work and watch and pray for definite results.
The organized bands in the Missionary Volunteer Society
are.for the very purpose of training the youth in definite
service leading to the salvation of souls. The organiza-
tion of these bands for prayer and personal work at
camp-meetings has accomplished untold good, reclaiming
hundreds who were backslidden or discouraged, and
giving an invaluable training to those who engaged in
such.service.

In the Schools

It is most encouraging to know that in a large por-
tion of the field nearly one half of our young people are
now attending our schools, receiving a Christian edu-
cation. While the schools are doing much for them,
the students are in many instances achieving much
for the cause of God. The very method of securing®a
scholarship by selling our literature has not only been
an immense help to our publishing work, but it has
resulted directly in bringing many to accept the mes-
sage, and has at the same time sown the seed for a
harvest of souls to be reaped later by the evangelist and
Bible worker. After reaching the school, the young
people who are seeking sincerely to please God have a
noble work they can do.

“If they are students in the school, they will feel
that they are enlisted to make the school the most
orderly, elevated, and praiseworthy institution in the
world. They will put every jot of their influence on
the side of God, on the side of Christ, and on the side
of heavenly intelligences. They will feel it to be their
duty to form a Christian endeavour society, that they
may help every student to see the inconsistency of a
course of action that God will not approve. . . . They
will form Christian endeavour meetings to make plans
that will be a blessing to the institution of learning, and
do all in their power to make the school what God
designed and signified that it should be. They will
have in mind the value and efficiency of Christian en-
deavour meetings, in preparing missionaries to go forth
to give the warning to the world.”— Review and Herald,
Jan. 16, 1894.

Many young people, like the writer of the following
letter, are catching the vision of this nobler and larger-
service in school, which means so much more than
merely acquiring knowledge :—

‘I am just back from the field where I succeeded in making
two scholarships in my two-months’ holiday. I shall start for a
school in a few days. I want to tell you how I got along with my
prayer band last year. Before school closed I had twenty-eight in
my band, which was just double the number I started with. I
sent for more tracts, and got a book entitled, ‘ Getting Things
from God,” which was a great inspiration to us. I have been
corresponding with half a dozen of the boys who were members of my
band. Five went out canvassing who had never intended to.
They always mention how thankful they are for our prayer band

at school. I was also in the ministerial band, and had to prepare
four talks, and this was a help o me this summer in speaking on
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Sabbath in the chureh I was visiting. I intend to start a prayer
band as soon as school opens this year.”

. From the instruction given, it is apparent that God
expects the youth to do much to make our schools an
example to the world. It is also evident that there is
an experience to be gained in all this which will furnish
a most valuable training for the many young people who
ave called to carry the message to

The Regions Beyond

In the mission field one is immediately impressed
with the fact that the great majority of the workers are
young people. This is also true of the native workers
who have been raised up and trained in their own fields.
Thousands of our young people must have a practical
training that will fit them to go out where the millions
are sitting in darkness.

There are also the sanitariums and medical school
where hundreds of young people receive a training for
medical missionary work. Wherever these medical
workers give themselves whole-heartedly to the work of
soul-winning, they are exerting a mighty influence for
good. Everywhere there are indications that God is
speaking to the hearts of our dear young people. He
has spoken wonderful things concerning them.

“Tt shall come to pass afterward that 1 will pour
out My Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy.” Joel 2 : 28.

""" The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and
hasteth greatly.” And a world is to be warned.

“ With such a preparation as they can gain, thou-
sands upon thousands of the youth and those. older in
years should be giving themselves to this work. . . .
There is no line of work in which it is possible for the
youth to receive greater benefit. All who engage in
ministry are God’s helping hand. They are co-workers
with the angels; rather, they are the human agencies

through whom the angels accomplish their mission.
Angels speak through their voices, and work by their
hands. . . . With such an army of workers as our
youth, rightly trained, might furnish, how soon the
message of & crucified, risen, and soon-coming Saviour
might be carried to the whole world! How soon might
the end come,—the end of suffering and sorrow and sin !
How soon, in place of a possession here, with its blight
of sin and pain, our children might receive their
inheritance where ‘ the righteous shall inherit the land,
and dwell therein forever.’ ”—'* Education,” pages 270,
271.

As the divine Spirit strives with the hearts of the
youth, changes are wrought which must cause rejoicing
in heaven. Many today are passing through experiences
similar to that of the writer of this letter :—

““I think I can almost -begin to say now fhat ‘ every day is
better than yesterday.’ Really the Liord has worked for me in a
very wonderful way, and has given me some amazing victories. I
canunot begin to describe to you the wonderful change that has
come into my life. Ever since I started to be a Christian I had
been utterly dissatisfied, restless, and at times weary and disgusted
with myself over my failures to carry out my resolutions. I have
concluded over and over again that I was too hard a problem for
the Liord. It was no use; He could do it for others, but T had too
many Weaknesses and He never could make a wholly victorious
person out of me. O, why has the Lord let me go all these years
before opening my eyes to see the way into this victorious ex-
perience ? I have experienced definite outward vietories, but little
victory in my own heart, and not until now have I been able -to
lay hold of complete vxctory in Chrigt.

‘* T gladly join you in the resolution fo '-puf self aside,” and
let Him do what all my resolutions have failed to accomplish. I
want to be all like Him all the time, so that I can always bear
effective witness for Him. It is not for-any selfish purpose, but
that I may be a soul-winner. This is the one consuming ambition
of my life—that 1 may reach the highest point of efﬁmencv in
winning souls to Christ,”’

Let us pray for the blessing of God upon our youth
and their ministry.

(Reading for Sabbath, August 4)

The Consecration of Ourselves and Our

Means to God

OLIVER MONTGOMERY

HE act of consecration is twofold : First the free,
deliberate act of a person in giving, dedicating, his
life wholly, unreservedly, to God forever; second, the
act of God in receiving, possessing, controlling that life,
and never withdrawing Himself unless separated from it
by sin. It is therefore a most sacred, solemn, all-
embracing covenant relationship that must at once com-
prehend every faculty and possibility of the soul.
Consecration -implies infinitely more than a passive
yielding, a meek submission. It is a positive, deliberate
act of the soul, guided by faith and aided by the Spirit’s
power, placing at God’s disposal, sebting over on His
side, giving to Him without reserve, every faculty, every
ability, every taleut, every ambition, every purpose,
every desire, every possession, to be used by Him
absolutely as He will and when He will, for the glory of
His name, the upbuilding of His kingdom, and the
accomplishment of His work in the earth.
We. must not confuse the thoughh of consecra.tlon

with that of forgiveness, or cleansing from sin. It is not
the unregenerated heart, the sin-polluted life, the carnal
mind, the heart which *“is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be,”’ that is given to God for service.
True, we must yield these to Him, but for cleansing
rather than for service. These are not consecrated in
the sense that we are here considering consecration.
They are simply surrendered. We yield the unregener-
ate heart to Him, that we may receive a new heart ; we
give the sin-polluted life to Him, that it may be washed
hy the precious blood of Jesus from every stain of sin,
that we may receive a new life, even the life of God
ministered through the Spirit. We yield the carnal
mind to God, that it may be cast down and its dominion
in the life broken, and that we may receive a new mind,
even the mind of Jesus. This is conversion, this is
regeneration ; this is cleansing.

Setting apart unto God this redeemed, cleansed, new
life for service is included in consecration. Jesus did
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not say, * For their sakes I cleanse Myself,” for cleansing
implies former impurity, guilt of sin, and Jesus knew no
sin, no impurity ; therefore He needed no cleansing, and
so could not say, = I cleanse Myself;”” but He could and
did say, I sanchify Myself,” that is, I set Myself apart
unto My Father to do His will—1 dedicate Myself unto
Him who is the Holy One. * On their bhehalf I conse-
crate Myself, in order that they may become perfectly
consecrated in truth.” John 17 : 19, Weymouth’s
translation.

It was * for their sakes,” “on their behalf,” Christ
said, that He sanctified or consecrated Himself. It was
not for Himself, but for others; it was not that He

might gain an experience, but that others might know’

the Father. So there can be no true consecration, no
true setting apart of one’s self unto God, apart from the
thought of service; a complete surrender on our part,
that there may be a complete control on His part.
“ Not to do Mine own will,” said Jesus, ** but the will of
Him that sent Me.”

This brings us to a consideration of the divine side of
this experience of conscration, for we cannot consecrate
ourselves unto God by any ability which we possess.
No inherent power in human fiesh is able to move
itself toward God. KEvery step of the way to God
is a work of grace. Conviction of sin is of the
Spirit. Repentance is the gift of God bestowed through
tlte Spirit.  Faith, through which we obtain forgive-
ness of sin and cleansing from unrighteouness, also
is given us of God; so also the desire, the will,
and the ability to comsecrate or set ourselves apart
unto God for service, are given us of Him. We
dedicate to God; He appropiates unto Himself. We
give; He takes. We surrender our position of pos-
sessing and controlling; God Himself comes in by His
Spirit, to take full possession and eontrol in the life.
Our act of setting ourselves apart unto God is not all
there is of consecration. The surrendered heart, the
emptied vessel, is to be possessed of Him. This is His
part of the transaction, so in truth we are consecrated of
God. The prayer breathed forth in the hymn beautifully
expresses the thought :—

* Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord,
By the power of grace divine.’’

A Forceful Lesson

This lesson is foreefully taught in the consecration
of the tabernacle. When Moses had reared up the tab-
ernacle, he put the testimony (the law) into the ark
and laid the mercy-seat above it.  He then brought the
ark into the most holy place within the tabernacle. and
set up the veil of the covering. He put the table on the
north side in the holy place, and set the bread in order
upon it; and he put the candlestick over against the
table on the south side, and lighted the lamps.
He placed the golden altar before the veil, and burned
incense thereon. He set up the hanging at the door of
the tabernacle, placed the altar of burnt offerings before
the door of the tabernacle and the laver between the
tabernacle and the altar of burnt offerings, and pub
water therin. Then he put a court around it all, and
placed the hanging at the gate of the ecourt.

When the work was finished in the smallest detail,
then Moses took the annointing oil and annointed the
tabernacle and all that was therein, and hallowed them.
He also took Aaron and his sons, and washed them
with water before the door of the tabernacle; then he put

holy garments upon them and annointed them with oil,
that their annointing might be “an everlasting priest-
hood.” When Moses had finished this servies of
sancbifying, or dedicating, all to God, then God took
complete possession. A cloud covered the tent, . . .
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle,” so that
Moses was not able to enter.

Later, when Solomon’s temple was completed, all
was in order; the altar of incense, the table, the candle-
stick,—every vessel was in place. The elders, the heads
of tribes, the fathers of Israel, were gathered unto
Solomon in the city of David to dedicate the temple.
And the priests brought into the most holy place the ark
containing the tables ot stone. ‘It came to pass, when
the priests were come out of the holy place, that the
cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests
could not stand to minister because of the cloud : for the
glory of the Liord had filled the house of the Lord.”

What striking examples, or symbols, are these two
experiences of dedication or consecration of the soul
temple to God. With anxious, painstaking care, Moses
saw that the most minute detail of each requirement was
fully and perfectly met. All that human hands could do
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was finished. Now man must vacate, that God might
possess. As Moses withdrew, God came in. He dwelt
between the cherubim, from where He spoke to His
people. And so at the dedication of the temple, as
humanity walked out, the Divine Presence walked in.
Thus it will be with the human temple. ‘‘Ye are
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them.” When the last
particle of self is surrendered; when every purpose,
desire, ambition, and possession is laid bare beforée Him;
when we absolutely, unreservedly, abandon ourselves to
Him; when we dedicate ourselves, spirit, soul, and body,
unto God, then it is that He comes in and takes possess-
jon of the whole being thus consecrated to Him, that we
may *be filled with all the fullness of God.”, Jesus thsg
the lovely Jesus, lives in us by His Spirit, the control-
ling power in the life. He it is who keeps us" from
falling. V :
Truly it was such a heart searching, such a conse-
cration, that the disciples found in the upper chamber.
and which led on immediately to Pentecost. The
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coming of the Spirit’s power into the heart thus given
over to ib, 1s not long delayed.

An All-embracing Ccnsecration

It is to this all-embracing consecration, which com-
prehends every faculty, possibility, and possession, that
we are called, to a heart renunciation of everything
which we are sensible does not lead to God.” When
this is fully done, it is our blessed privilege to accept by
faith and actually receive into the heart the fulness of
divine power, the life of triumph over self, of vietory
over sin’s power, of deliverance from every temptation.

“This we know, that our old self was nailed to the cross
with Him, in order that our sinful nature might he de-
prived of its power, so that we should no longer be the
slaves of sin. . By the death which He died, He
became, once for all, dead in relation to sin; but by
the life which He now lives He is alive in relation to
God. In the same way you also must regard yourselves
as dead in relation fo sin, but as alive in relation to God,
because you are in Christ Jesus Rom. 6 : 6, 10, 11,
Weymouth’s translation. ‘Take Christ at ng word
and let your lips declare that you have gained the
vietory.”

Both Hearts and Means on the Altar

Bat how can such a consecration be thought of
apart from the laying of our earthly possessions upon
the altar for the advancement of His cause? The
Pentecostal consecration will surely be met by the
Pentecostal baptism of the Spirit’s power. The cleansed
soul will be filled with the Holy Spirit, and there will
just as surely be seen the Pentecostal sacrifice.  One of
the striking features of Pentecost was the believers’
giving of their earthly possessions. They sold their
property, and brought the sale price and gave it gladly.

Never has the need been so great, never the call so
earnest, never the appeal so touching, as now. Our
Mission Board is in great perplexity, not knowing how to
answer the urgent calls that are pressing in upon them
for men and means fo maintain the work already es-

tablished, to say nothing of answering the heart-touch-
ing appeals that ure constantly coming from unentered
sections where doors are standing wide open on every
side. Scores of consecrated men and women stand ready
and anxious to press on to the regions beyond. Many
are under appointment, waiting to go forward, bub there
is no means with which to send them. )

In the homeland the conditions are serious. The
fithe is low; funds are searce. In some cases, confer-
ences cannot maintain their own foree of labourers.
Strong, trained, consecrated young men and women who
have dedicated themselves to this cause cannot be placed
in the work.

The Remedy in the Crisis

Brethren, we appeal to you.  What is the solution ?
What is the remedy in this hour of erisis? Shall we
draw in our far-flung lines of mlsswnaly activity ?
Shall we withdraw from that frontier mission post ?
Shall we abandon this or the other mission station
calling in the workers so as to strengthen the work
closer in? Shall we sound a retreat? No, no, never!
“Go forward,” is the marching order. The Caleb spirit
must possess our hearts. The Caleb shout must be
heard in the camp.

The great problem of our world-wide work is nof
pritnarily a question of pounds, shillings and penee, nor
of the earning power of this people, but it is rather a
question of consecration, of spiritual life, power, and vie-
tory in Christ Jesus. When the Pentecostal consecra-
tion is made, when the “all” of each individual is laid
upon the altar, not to be withdrawn or preserved, but to
be consumed as He may direet, then there will be an
abundance of means for the finishing of His work.

“ Who then is willing to consecrate his service this
day unto the Liord? ” Shall we not one and all respond
today with our whole hearts to this eall, first giving our-
selves, and then laying upon His altar an offering that
will meet the need and that will be well pleasing unto
Him who hath loved us and given Himself for us ?

The Children’s Lessons

No. 1 Sent to All the World

MEMORY TEXT : ‘“ Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.”’ DMark 16 : 15.

Talk about the Week of Prayer for a few moments, and tell
how it should be different from other weeks. Ask the children
what they would most like to have the Lord give them. Permit
them to name some of the things they desire, and then quote one
or two of the promises given to those who seek the Lord with all
the heart.

In all the meetings give opportunity for the children to pray.
On this first occasion let all ask that this week may be a great
blessing to all, and that they may be helped in getting ready to
meet Jesus.

Sing one or two verses of a missionary hymn, then ask bhow
many ever had father or mother say, ‘“ Go,” do this or that. It is
not always pleasant to go is it? You would rather play or sit by
the fire and read.

What is the first word of our text? Who says ‘““ Go? "
What to do ?2—*‘‘ Go work.”” Matt. 21 : 28-30. One boy said he
would work, but did not; the other refused, but soon became
sorry and did what his father bade. Which shall we be like ?

‘“Go preach,” Jesus says. Where ?—Fverywhere, even
among all nations of earth. Some can teach, and to some He
says. “ Run, speak,”” which shows we are to be in a hurry when
going to do work for God.

But some countries are so hot. Some are very cold. It is
hard to leave comfortable homes and dear friends. Jonah did not
wish to go when God sent him to Nineveh. Tell what Jesus
left when He bocame a missionary. None of us can leave as much
as He did,

Jesus will go with us anywhere. He will give help and
power, and will say ‘* Well done ' when the work is finished.

Little Maggie wanted to do something for Jesus. Her mother
was ill and they were very poor. She had four brothers and
sisters who were noisy and quarrelsome. One day she came into
the room where they were making mother’s head ache with their
noise, and she asked them if they wouldn’'t like to go into the
other room and learn to sing a new song; and then she taught
them, line by line, these words :

“ Little ones, little ones, stop and think !

What have you done for Jesus ?

Always, you see, for you and me,
There’s something to do for Jesus.

Brave little hearts, you must not delay ;
There is so much to do today ;

Even a word !—it may be heard
Up at the throne of Jesus.”

Maggie explained how they could work for Jesus by helping
m -ther get well, and letting their words be such as they would like

Jesus to hear.
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Children may do many things at home that Jesus will couut
as work dons for Him. XEven a little song sung for Him brings
joy on earth and in heaven. Remember—

‘“ Even a word !—it may be heard
Up at the throne of Jesus.”

No. 2

MEMORY TEXT: ‘‘ Ye shall be witness unto Me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter-
most part of the earth.”’ Aets 1:8.

A witness tells what he knows. Describe how testimony
is given in court. One cannot guess, nor state what he has pot
experienced or known, for such testimony is worthless.

There was a great battle fought while David was king. His
enemies were defeated. A young man wanted to run and tell
the news to the king, for there were no telephones or telegraphs to
carry it. General Joab thought the young man unfil to go, and
sent another to tell the story.

Give main points of narrative found in 2 Samuel 18:19-32.

Ahimaaz did not know what to say, even though he could
run faster than Cushi. This shows we should get ready before we
start as witnesses for Jesus. We must learn what He says, and
be so well acquainted with Him that we can tell what we ourselves
know of Him.

It was so with James and John. When they spoke of Jesus,
they told what they knew. They had lived with Him and learned
to follow Him before they began to bear witness. Long before
they wers sent out to preach they were sitting in a boat one day
with their father. A man came down to the beach. He watched
the men working a while, then He called James and John, and
asked them to follow Him.

Some way these men knew that meant a different life for
them. Here were their nets, boats, a lovely lake full of fish,
their home, and comforts.

But the young men answered the call to go with Jesus.
Their father stayed behind and mended nets. The sons suffered
with the Saviour, but they brought thousands to love Him by
telling what they knew and had <een. They lost their homes and
their fishing business. They ‘‘forsock their nets and followed
Him," but they gained immortal crowns, and their names will
forever be in the foundation wall of the New Jerusalem.

At one time Paul was preaching in Philippi. A girl kept
following bim and the other workers through the streets, saying,
‘“ These men are the servants of the most high God, which show
unto us the way of salvation.”” What the girl said was true, but
the Lord did not wish that kind of person to witness for His
workers, and Paul told the wicked spirit to come out of her.

When brought before the Jewish council, Peter said, ‘‘ We
are His witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost,
whom God hath given o them that obey Him.”” Aects 5:32,
The Liord does not wish those who are disobedient and unholy to
teach the truth.

Where were the disciples to witness? First at Jerusalem
where Jesus had sufiered, and where it would be ha:dest for them
to labour. S»metimes it is harder for us to do right at home
than in any other place, but that is where we should begin.
From Jerusalem they were to go to the country near, to Samaria,
and after that to places far off.

Bible examples may be given to show how faithfully this
instruction was carried out by the apostles.

Tu our homes, in school, and in Sabbath school we may now
witness for Jesus, all the time preparing for work in any place the
Lord would have us go.

In this meeting let special prayer be offered that we may be
made true witnesses, and willing to go wherever Jesus may call,
Also that those who have already gone as missionaries may be
faithful witnesses for the truth.

His Witnesses

No. 3 The Unworked Places

MEMORY TEXT : ““Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.” John
484,

In this lesson the leader may help tbe children to see what a
great work is yet to be done in warning the world before Jesus
comes, A map can be used, showing where most has been done.

Facts concerning the needs of other countries may be gleaned
from our periodicals, and the reading for the older people giving
the review of the world field in this paper.

Ilustrate by the care we give a garden. We do not plow and
sow and tend only ‘oue part of the ground, but all is cultivated.

We do not spend all our time hoeing and weeding one little place,
and leave all the rest for weeds to destroy the crop. So one
country must not claim all the workers, all the labour, and all
the money. Show how few labourers have gone to Africa, Asia,
and South America, and compare with other countries where
there are more workers.

God wants the children to become helpers with Him. They
can begin at home. Isaac carried wood for his fatber. Joseph
went on errands. The little captive girl worked in Naaman’s
home helping his wife. Jesus worked with Joseph as a carpenter,
and as He worked He sang, and so comforted any who were sor-
rowful and troubled. By learning to be useful, little Christian
children are preparing themselves to work in other places.

The special objects for prayer in tbis meeting should be that
God will help us to be workers for Him ; that He will bless the
missionaries in the islands of tbe Pacific, in India, China, Korea,
Japan, and otber lands; that He will make many others willing
to go where work is greatly needed, and help us to give our money
to support them. We should also pray tbat we may be so unself-
ish tbat we shall be willing to give ourselves, our friends, and all

we have, that God’s work may soon be finished.

No. 4 “ He That Overcometh ”

MEMORY TEXT: ‘‘ To him that overcometh will I grant to sit
with Me in My throne, even as I alsc overcame, and am set down
with My Father in His throne.”’ Rev. 3 : 21.

We all wish to overcome sin. Some try to do so by punishing
themselves and doing penance. Others think they must overcome
in their own strength.

You have read the story of how the walls of Jericho fell. If
you should go out today to & tall building with heavy brick walls,
and blow a horn and shout, you would not expect it to fall down.
But the strong high walls of Jericho fell. Why? The people who
marched around the city were obeying God, They believed what
He said would be done, and they were willing to do* their part.
Their faith and obedience gave them the victory.

So when we have sin as hard to overeome as were the walls of
Jericho to throw down, there are two things for us to do: First, we
should believe what God says; second, we mustobey what God says.
Believing will enable us to obey.

Read this text: ‘“ If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and 6o cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.’”” 1John1:9. The Lord says if we confess, He will for-
give. Do you believe that? Think what you have done that you
ought to confess.” ‘‘But I don’t like to confess,”” you say. Do you
want forgiveness badly enough to do something hard? Will you
obey what God says?

A little girl went to children’s meetings where she was taught
what she should do to be a Christian. She knew sbe had hbeen a
naughty girl, had done many things to grieve Jesus, and she
wanted Him to forgive her. He told her He would if she would
confess ber sins. Then she told Him how sorry she was because
she had done wrong, and she mentioned things she had done and
said. She believed she was forgiven because Jesus had promised.

Then the Saviour belped her remember that she ought to
confess to others as well as to Him. She went to her mother,
threw her arms around her, and said, ‘* O mother, I have been so
cross to you sometimes, and did not want to do what you said.
Will you forgive me?”’ The mother kissed her and told her that
she herself had not always done as she should, that she forgave all,
and that from that time on they would try to help each other live
ag Jesus did.

Then the little girl remembered that she had not done rightat
school. She confessed to ber teachers, and asked them and others
to forgive her. She went away alone very often to talk with Jesus,
to tell Him that she loved Him, and what she had done to make
everything right. She knew He heard her pray, and she
asked Him to help her in many ways. She began to ask Him for
things she wanted very much, and He sent them to her, and
her prayers were answered. The strong walls of sin were broken
down, and victory cams because she believed and obeyed God.

We are all prisoners of Satan, but we need not remain his
captives. Illustrate by the pilgrims in Doubting Castle, and how
they obtained their liberty by using the key of promise.

Show photograph of a child. Read from ‘‘ The Desire of
Ages,”’ in the chapter, ‘' Go Teach All Nations,”’ these words:
“Christ is sitting for His portrait in every disciple. . . . In every
one Christ’s long-suffering love, His holiness, meekness, mercy and
truth are to be manifested to tbe world.” Jesus wishes to see a
photograph of His life in ours. When people look at our life, they
should see Jesus. We may reflect His image. Show how Jesus
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overcame sin by earnest prayer and perfect trust in God’s word.
Even so may we overcome.

Give time in this meeting for all to pray for victory over their
sin<, to confess their wrongs, and to bear testimony. This should
be a time of thorough heart work for both leaders and children.

No. 5 The Calls for Help

MEMORY TEXT: ‘' Then came she and worshipped Him,
saying, Lord, help me.”’ Matt. 15: 25.

Begin the lesson with the story of the poor woman who came
to Jesus wish the urgent request that He heal her daughter. If a
person had fallen-into a river or was in a burning building where
he could not get out, he would call, “Help! help!” How anxious
we would be to save people in such circumstances. Some have
even lost-their own lives in trying to save others. Illustrate by
some-.incident you have known or read.

1*.-But it is more important to save people so they may live with

Jesus forever than simply to lengthen their lives for a few years now.

Every oneneeds help. The heathen are all the time seeking it
from false gods who cannot deliver them when in trouble.

The Story of Little Chang

He shivered as he wrapped his thin coat closer about his
aching little body. It was dark aud, oh, so lonesome! No fire,
no rice, no padded coat—just cold and hunger for the motherless
lad. For two days now he had lain before the family gods and
worshipped. He had even denied his own famished stomach that
a spoonful of rice might lie before the grinning image up on the
shelf. He had told all about how much he needed something to
eat, but the god of his family had just smiled back indifferently.

At Tast, weary and heartsick, he crept out of the hovel to go—
where, he didn’t know nor care. He might have died that night if
it had not been for some missionaries. They found him and took
him to the mission. Now Chang tells our heavenly Father about
all his needs, and He answers.

There are thousands-of other boys and girls in far-away lands
who need just as much to know the God who answers prayer as
little Chang did. We must send some one to tell them about the
God who hears and answers.

Some people in Macedonia were needing to know Jesus. Paul
had been trying to go to different places, but could not. Tell what
he finally saw in vision. Acts 16:6-13.

The same call is coming to us now from almost every country
on earth. The people want some one to come and teach them the
truth. Schools must be started and maintained, so the children
can be trained as missionaries. Give some of the calls that are
most urgent now.

In this meeting pray for the children in heathen lands.
Rem 'mber the little widows of India, the people who are starving
i1 Russia, the poor people where there is war and their homes have
been destroyed. Pray that good and able men and women may be
willing to answer the calls for help, and that the money may be
given to help them to go, and to keep them in their fields,

No. 6

MEMORY TEXT: ‘‘If any man will come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
Luke 9:28.

Teil how soldiers obey and follow their leader. Jesus is the
Christian’s captain. He does not ask us to go anywhere that
He has not gone before us. He is our example. 1 Peter 2:21.
We are to walk in His steps.

Jesus denied Himselt. He (1) gave up His home and friends;
{2) became poor for our sakes; (8) worked for others instead of
for Himself ; (4) glorified not Himself; (5) even gave His life for
us. 1 Peter 2:21; Phil. 2:7, 8.

What shall we do if we walk in His steps? :

Give examples of those who have followed the example of
Jesus in denying themselves riches, friends, and fame as did
Moses. The martyrs are examples of self-denial and suffering,
Heb. 11 : 86-88.

How can we deny sel’ that we may help finish the work?
What shall we give that people in other lands may be warned of
their danger and saved at Jesus’ coming? Speak of things we
naturally love,—expensive food, clothing, pleasure, etc. We can
and should do without these for Jesus’ sake, and so follow in
His steps.

This week we are to hring an offering to the Lord for His
work. It will be of value according to the love and self-denial
that goes with it. Tell how Mary brought a precious and costly
gift to Jesus. The ointment was worth much money. She
hought nothing was too good for Jesus. She might have used

“Let Him Deny Himself”

the ointment herself and enjoyed its fragrance, but she poured it
all out on Jesus. .

There was a poor woman who also brought an offering of two
mites. It would take eight mites to make a penny. She gave all
she had. Jesus measures our gifts by what we have left after
they are given.

The leader can tell a story of how some have given when very
poor, to illustrate self-denial in giving to the Lord.

In this meeting let all pray that they may overcome selfish-
ness—the disposition to please ourselves and to use the best and
most for self instead of giving to. Jesus. We should also pray
that the Lord will help those who have money to give it to finish
His work, We have now reached the place in the third angel’s
message where it is like a beautiful building on which much
labour and money have been spent, but now funds and workers are
greatly needed to finish it.

No. 7 The Power of God

MEMORY TEXT: ““ Truly T am full of power by the Spirit of
the Lord.”” Micah 3 : 8. .

Ask the children if they have looked into the sky on a clear,
dark night, and have seen the multitude of stars. Why do they
not fall down? What keeps each in its place? They are the
work of God’s fingers (Ps. 8 : 3), and every star is upheld by the
wonderful power of Ged.

That power is in the word of Jesus.
by the word of His power.”’

Strength, or power, to do right is given by the Spirit of God.
We may not understand how. Neither do we know how power is
given through electricity to do the wonderful things we see.

Perhaps the children have seen a power house where electricity
is generated and stored. Wires from it connect with tram cars
and buildings. We touch a button or turn a crank, and the
house is flooded with light or wheels begin to turn. It is the
energy that comes from the power house that works these
wonders. )

There are three things we must do if we have electricity to
use,—we must ask for it, pay for it, and receive it.

It is so with spiritual power which comes from God. We
want to overcome sin, hut we lack power. We would work for
Jesus because we love Him, but we have no strength. Before He
went away, Jesus said, ‘‘ All power is given unto Me in heaven and
in earth.”” To us He is our *‘ power house,” the source of strength
and grace.

But we are like the electric bulbs that give no light of them-
selves. Have picture of pole with electric lamp at top, but no
light, As the lesson is developed, draw yellow rays to represent
light streaming out. ’

But we shall have no power if we do not ask. It is likened in
the Bible to rain, which gave power to the grain nearing harvest
time to grow, In this time the Lord says, ‘‘ Ask for rain.”
Zech. 10 : 1. If we do not receive power, we shall not grow, shall
give no light. :

What shall we pay for this heavenly power? Tell how Simon
thought he might receive the Spirit by paying money for it, as
found in Acts 8 : 14-24, It takes more than money, but all can
pay the price. If we give ourselves, as the electric lamp does, to
be used by the current, God will give all the power we can use to
His glory. He must use us, and we must be willing to be used.

Sometimes the wires of an electric lamp get out of order ; it
may be a very small thing that hinders the current from touching
them. Then there is no light. 8o it will be with us. A very
little sin shuts away the power of Jesus. We are unwilling to pay
the price, and then we have no power to overcome sin, and give no
light in the world, .

Tllustrate by 2 man owning a house where electric wires,
charged with electricity, pass his door; hut he has no light. He
may ask for it, but he will not pay the price nor receive it. He
might have his house and grounds flooded with light, but all is
dark. He will not take the power provided. So though we may
ask, and even be willing to pay, yet if we do not accept the Holy
Spirit by faith, we have no heavenly power. . . ’

In this meeting earnest prayer should be offered that we may
be willing to give up sin and take the power Jesus has promised
and longs to give. We should also beseech the Lord to grant this
heavenly gift to the missionaries, Pray that each of us may
become lights, somewhere, for Jesus.

No. 8 How Do We Know?

MEMORY TEXT: ‘‘ He cauceth all, both small and great, rich
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or
in their foreheads.” Rev. 13 : 16.

He upholds ‘* all things
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Show a tag or label and expla.ln its use. It shows to whom a
parcel or any article belongs, and where it is to go. A Iady once
sent her little boy a long way on a train with simply a tag fastened
to his clothes, showing his fare was paid and where he was

oing.
g i poor man in Europe came to America to make a home for
his wife and boy. The wife died, and so the father worked hard to
send money for his little boy, onty four years old, to come to him.

A ticket was bought and tied around his neck, containing his
father’s address. A few words were added, asking Christian people
to0 give the child food and drink, and care for him. He was placed
on a lohg train with his little bundle of clothes beside him. The
conductor found him all alone, and was first to feed him,
When he cried for home, some women rocked him to sleep and
cared for him, After days of travel he was placed on a big ship,
but there was some one always ready to care for him, and to wash
and mend his clothes. When he reached New York, a telegram
was sent to his father, he was placed on a Pennsylvania railroad
train, and at a station his father found him and carried him home,
He was tagged or marked, so he reached his destination safely.

The time will come when every one will be marked as servants
of God or servants of Satan. Speak of some of the signs by which
we know that time is near. Signs in heaven, earth, sea, and
sky have been fulfilled.

Jesus wants all His children to come home. He says,
*“ Pather, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, bé
with Me where I am.”” It matters not where they have lived in

this world, their home clty is the New Jerusalem. Their Father
and Elder Brother are waiting for them. They will be marked
with God’s name and their destination, and every one who is truly
His will reach heaven safely. Rev. 3:12.

Satan also has a mark. Those who serve him will reach their
destination, which is the lake of fire, where they will be destroyed.
Satan’s mark will be placed either on the forehead or in the hand,
and it can be plainly seen to whom they belong.

The leader may explain the seal of God and the mark of the
beast in a way suited to the ages of the children taught. Help
may be obtained from *‘ Barly Writings,”” in the chapters on *‘ My
First Vision and “ The Mark of the Beast.”

In this, as in other meetings, let time be given for prayer and
testimony. The subject of special prayer should be that we may
have God’s mark, and refuse to let Satan brand us as his subjects.
Also pray that we may become earnest workers and so help others
to choose the right mark.

*Who is on the Lord's side?
‘Who will serve the King ?

Who will be His helpers,
Other lives to bring ?

Who will leave the world’s side?
Who will face the foe?

Who is on the Lord’s side ?
Who for Him will go ?”’

*“ A Little Child Shall Lead Them ”

A LITTLE girl eleven years old attending public school

in Michigan one day took a copy of the little book,
“The Marked Bible,” to her teacher. Her teacher read
the book, became deeply interested in the message, and
in the course of a few months fully accepted the truth
and was baptized. The school teacher at first was very
bitterly opposed by her parents and her two sisters in
taking this forward step, but the message had gripped
her heart, and led by her goodly example, her two sisters
finally joined her and all three were baptized by the
conference president last year.

It is most interesting to know that all three sisters
are actively engaged in the work of their local chureh.
The public school teacher, who first received the mes-
gage from * Marked Bible” is now leader of the local
Missionary Volunteer Society, one of the sisters is
Sabbath school secretary, and the other is a teacher
in the samwe Sabbath school. The parents are now inter-
ested and studying the truth, and a cousin who has
just recently joined the family from abroad is investi-
gating the merits of the message. What a wonderful
joy it will be to see this united family of six adults in
the kingdom of God en]oymg the priceless reward of
eternal life, and all because a junior MlSSlona,ry Volun-
teer used the medium of the printed page in a little mis-
sionary endeavour. E. E. FRANKLIN.

Fairy Tales and Heaven

T was on a crowded tram in . I had just
spent the day visiting our church school there, and
felt happy as I had seen on the part of teacher and pupils
a spirit of study and a deep interest in spiritual things.

My heart was silently thanking the Lord for church
schools, when the conversation of two young ladies in
the seat just behind me attracted my attention. Evi-
dently they were teachers on their way home from their
day's work in one of the primary rooms of the ciby
schools.

“You would have laughed to read the funny des-
criptions my youngsters gave me today a,bout heaven,”
said the younger of the two teachers. ‘I was quite
delighted with the way they used their imagination and

I wrote down the descnptxon little nine year old Willard

gave me. Here it is: [Reading it aloud] ‘ Heaven has
three stories and a basement. The floor is the clouds.
God sleeps on the first two floors, and Santa Claus with
his reindeers and toys lives on the third floor, and the
angels sleep in the basement. The houses are made of
gingerbread and the rivers are all of different colours—
red, blue, pink, green, orange. That’s all.””

At this the two teachers had a good laugh and the
older one commented: ‘‘That's great! Don’t those
fairy stories help a lot to develop the children’s imagina-
tions, though!”

At the next stop my fellow travellers dismounted,
and I was left again with my musings which ran some-
thing like this: ““ Yes, the imagination 4s developed at
the expense of the facts which are of such vital import-
ance to our dear boys and girls. No wonder the Lord
says it should make parents tremble to send their
children to the schools where God’s word is disregarded
and neglected. No wonder He has said, ‘ Every
Seventh-day Adventist should be interested in Christian
education’ No wonder He has said that all our
churches should have a church school, even if there are
no more than six ehildren to attend.

“No wonder He has instructed our ministers that
new churches are not to be left by workers without

arrangements bemg made for a permanent day school
for the children.” . A B.J.
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Talkmg the Minister Up

Years ago there was trouble in a certain church over

the young pastor. Many members insisted upon
his leaving. His few ardent friends insisted with equal
zeal upon his remaining. Mueh bad feeling had been
generated. The case was critical.

Finally two prominent gentlemen called the cong1e-
gation together and counseled them as follows: “It is
true our pastor is not a great man. He does not preach
learned or eloquent sermons, but we all know that he is
a good man, and that he is doing all in his power to
promote our spivitual interests. Let us all agree to bear
with him, and; instead of talking him down, let us go
out from this meeting resolved to talk him up.”

The advice was accepted. The result you can guess.
He remained in that church nearly half a century, and
remarkable success attended his ministry.

Many talk the minister down.
his doings. They misunderstand his plainest sayings.
They credit him with unworthy motives. They pre-
destinate his failure. An angel from heaven could not
succeed under such conditions.

That is unwise. It is unfair. It is wicked. How
nach better to ““talk up ™ the minister !

The world will accept him at your estimate, and
respect him according to the measure of your own
respect.

Talk up the minister in your home.
win and save the children.—Selected,

Help him to

————

A Wonderful Partnership

THERE is no end to good that money can do when it
has good partners. In one of his helpful and

impressive ' quiet talks,” S. D. Gordon makes an appeal

in behalf of world-wide missionary effort, and says :—

“ Let prayer and sacrifice and money form a life-
partnership, 'and money becomes almost almighty. It
gets all the good qualities of its partners as long as it
stays in the partnership. It isn’t the head of the firm,

They discount all .

however. Pta,yer belongs in that place. It must direct.
It'is the prayer’s touch with God that hallows the gold
and gives it some of God’s omnipotence. Money is the
working partner, best when hard abt work, and famous
for the amount of work it can do in obeylno orders from
the hea.d of the house.

“It gives one a strange sense of awe to realize that a
bit of money you hold in your hand can be used to
chang: « life, aye, more, to change many lives, That
money is yours to control. God gave you the ability to
earn it. It came to you in exchange for your labour or
your skill. And now it can be sent out, and the resuls
w111 be a llfe uttelly changed, purified, redeemed.

“Through your partnership the money produces
something greater than itself. And that changed life,
the result of your gift, becomes the centre of a new
power, changing other lives out to the far rim of an
ever-widening cirele. It may have cost you much.
Some of your very life has gone out in the work that
brought into your hands that money. . . . Life has gone
from you in getting if, and life will come to another in
your giving it oub, under the Master's blessed and
wonderful transmuting touch.”

What a p11v1lege it is to place, as did the boy on the
mountainside, our  loaves and fishes,” our talents and
means, in the Master’ s hands for the feeding of the
multitude! Thus we become partners with Him in the
glorious business of saving life. ERNEST LLOYD.
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