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IDESIRE to invite your attention this afternoon to a their boundaries; God determined their boundaries,
most interesting topic, * The Jew in History and and also their times.

Prophecy.” It is not my purpose to deal with this mat-
ter in an exhaustive way, for the whole Bible is an epit-

ome of the Jew in history
and prophecy. I purpose to
give you a little skeleton
study running through a
period of history dating back
four thousand years.

Years ago, Frederick the
Great, of Germany, asked
his ehaplain to state in one
word his reasons for be-
lieving in the inspiration of
the Bible. The chaplain re-
plied, “ The Jew, your Maj-
esty.” Any man who will
study the history of the
Jews, and then study the
prophecies of the Bible, will
at once conclude that the
Bible is a divine Book, and
that no human being could
ever possibly have written
such a book.

I will invite you to read
in the 17th chapter of Acts,
verse 26. Speaking of God’s
work in the earth, Paul
says: ' And hath made of
one blood all nations of
men for to dwell on all the
.face of the earth, and hath

THE PROMISED GLORY

{Written at the Conference)

Coming, yes, coming, that long-promised day
‘When all sorrow tears shall be dried,

And out of the valley of weakness and pain
The heart shall arise satisfied.

The glory will come, the night pass away,
The morn of redemption will smile, )
And love in its gladness will share in the joy

It lost for a little while. :

Relief for the sad hearts now burdened with grief,
And resting for long wearied toil,

Must come with the morn that wakens at last,
Beyond all the fretting and spoil ;

Then, day unto day, in the fulness of joy,
And pleasures that ever abide,

To walk in the sunlight of endless peace,
Along with the Crucified!

The glory will come, though years pass betweens
The promise divine cannot fail,

Triumphant at last the ransomed will stand,
Where sin can no longer assail,

The shadows that linger o’er tear-blinded eyes
And darken the spirit with pain,

Will pass with the dawning, and then the sad heart
Will never know sadness again.

R. HARE.

“For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who
shall disannul it? and His hand is stretched out, and

who shall turn it back ?”
Isa. 14: 27.

Men have tried to frus-
trate the purposes of God in
all ages, and they always
come to grief in their at-
tempts, yet men are trying
to do that now. In all ages
they have made these at-
tempts, and they have al-
ways failed. No one can
disannul the purposes of
God. No one can alter the
times which He holds in
His own hand.

“Behold, I will make
thee know what shall be in
the last end of the indig-
nation: for at the time ap-
pointed the end shall be.”
Dan 8:19. He has not re-
vealed to us the time of that
end, but He knows it. He
has appointed it, and no man
can disannul it or stretch
it out.

# And both these kings’
hearts shall be to do mischief,
and they shall speak lies at one
table; but it shall not prosper:

determined the times before appointed, and the bounds
of their habitation.” God made all nations of men of
one blood but of many races, and Ha determined be-
forehand the * bounds” of those races—that is, their
boundaries. They themselves have not determined

for yet the end shall be at the time appointed.” “At the time
appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it
shall not be as the fermer, or as the latter.” “ And some of
them of understanding shail fall, to try them, and to purge, and
to make them white, even to the time of the end : because it is
yet for a time appointed.” Dan. I1I:27, 29, 35.
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Not only national boundaries are appointed, but the
times for the nations are divinely appointed.
“For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end

it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because
it will surely come, it will not tarry.” Habakkuk 2: 3.

Some people say, * You Adventists have been watch-
ing for a long time for the end, and it has not yet come.”
Well, what if it has not? It surely will come. The
vision is yet for an appointed time. ‘‘ But at the end
it shall speak, and not lie.”

These texts indicate that God has appointed definite
times for the nations. Let us study something of His
dealings with national boundaries.

“ When the Most High divided to the nations their inherit-
ance, when He separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds

of the peonle according to the number of the children of Israel,”
Deut. 32: 8.

‘When God set national boundaries, He set them ac-
cording to the number of the children of Israel. He
placed the children of Israel right in the centre of the
nations. Have you ever thought of the central position
occupied by the children of Israel ? It is right at the
pivob of the ancient world, the place where the great con-
flicts of the ages have been fought, for the supremacy of
this world.

About four thousand years ago, there was a prophet
called Noah. Some people think he was only a ship-
builder ; he was also a prophet. Let us read a remark-
able prophecy made by Noah.

“And be said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall
he be unto his brethren. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God
of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge

Japheth, and he shall dwell in the fents of Shem; and Canaan
shall be his servant.” Gen, g: 25-27. -

To-day the archzologists are digging over there in
Palestine, searching among the old ruins and rocks for
treasures. And they are finding evidences that this
Book is absolutely true. Before the advent of the peo-
ple of Shem to the land of Canaan, the descendents of
Ham occupied the territory. The excavators find their
pottery, their monuments, and their relics deep down in
the ruins and the rubbish of ages. I was down in Old
Jericho a few months ago, watching the excavators ab
their work. They found all the evidences of the fire
that destroyed that city. They find evidences of all the
different civilisations on record, in the rocks and rubbish
of that land. There are unmistakable evidences of three
civilisations, and those civilisations were enumerated by
Noah in the prophecy to which we have referred. First,
evidence has been found that the earliest inhabitants of
Palestine were the children of Canaan,—the Hivites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Jebusites, the Perizzites.

These nations built up mighty cities, but because of

their corrupt lives, their days were numbered and their
reign was terminated exactly at the time God determined
that it would be done.

Let us read Genesis 15:13. “ And He said unto
Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve
them ; and they shall afflict them four hundred years.”

God lengthened out the days of the Canaanitish
people for another four hundred years, and during that
fime He prepared a nation from the sons of Shem to
take their place. I wonder how .old. Noah knew that

Canaan would be a servant of servants, that Shem
would displace Canaan, that Japheth would be enlarged,
and that they would enter into the tents of Shem? Yet
that is exactly how it has worked ouf in the history of
the world.

Four centuries later, as God had said, the land of
Canaan came under the rule of children of Shem, the
Israelitish people.

Promises to the Jews Conditional

We should never forget that the Hebrews were
promised the land of Palestine under conditions. The
Jew does not always realise that; and quite a number
of people who are not Jews do not realise that fact.

Let us see the conditions under which the land was
Rromised to the Hebrews, as outlined in Deut. 11 : 26-28.

Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a
curse. A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the
Lord your God, which I command you this day: and a
curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the Lord
your Grod, but turn aside out of the way which I com-
mand you this day, to go after other gods, which ye
have not known.”

You see the conditions ? The curse for disobedience ;
the blessing for obedience. In Deuteronomy 28 these
blessings and eurses are enumerated at great length,

- In Deuteronomy 29 : 22-26 we read :

“So that the generation to come of your children that shall
rise up after you, and the stranger that shall come from a far
land, shall say, when they see the plagues of that land, and the
sicknesses which the Lord hath laid upon it; and that the whole
land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and burning, that it is not
sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the over-
throw of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the
Lord overthrew in His anger, and in His wrath: even all nationus
shall say, Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this land?
what meaneth the heat of this great anger? Then men shall
say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord God
of their fathers, which He made with them when He brought
them forth out of the land of Egypt: for they went and served
other gods, and worshipped them, gods whom they knew not, and
whom He had not given unto them.”

There is a great discussion proceeding in Palestine
to-day between the Arabs and the Jews, as to who is its.
rightful owner, The Jew will say, “ This land was
promised to our father Abraham, and through him to us.”
The Arab says, * Yes, but you people forsook God, and God
drove you out of it.” Almost any Arab will tell you
that the Jew has no right there from the Bible or pro-
phetic standpoint.

Shortly after God had given that land to His ancient
people, they violated the conditions laid down, so they
lost the blessing which God had promised them.

“ And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and
all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all
the great works of the Lord, that He did for Israel.” Judges
2:7.

They served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all
the days of the elders who outlived Joshua who saw the
great works of God. I sometimes wonder what would
happen if the Lord should tarry, and every ome of the
men and women who knew the early conditions under
which this great work started, should all pass away, and

- another generation should -arise who never knew any-

thing.at all about all these things! Those people who
came out of Egypt saw the miracles which God wrought
on behalf of His people as evidence of His power, but
after those men died, the very next generation went off
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into idolatry.  Unfortunately that has been the history
of many great movements. . I pray that God may long
spare the gray-headed men and women who know the
early history of our work.

Those psople that God had brought out from Egypbian
bondage had seen the mightiest miracles that God had
ever wrought for any people upon the face of the earth.
They had seen the Red Sea and the River Jordan opened
before them. Yet in.one generation the whole plan of
God for His people was defeated. TLet us read the story
of the downfall of Israel.

“ And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and
all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all
the great works of the Lord, that He did for Israel.” “ And
also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and
there arose another generation after them, which knew not the
Lord, nor yet the works which He had done for Israel.” “ And
they forsook the Lord Godiof their fathers, which brought them
out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods
of the people that were round about them, and bowed them-
selves unto them, and provoked the Lord to anger. And they
forsook the Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.” Judges
2:7, 10, 12, I3.

Evidently there were two causes for this terrible
collapse. One was that those people had not faithfully
taught to their children the wonderful works of God;
and the other, the children evidently had not sought
to know how they had been brought into the Promised
Land.

They actually became affiliated with the idolatrous
peoples that God had sent them to drive out of the
country because of their idolatry. Think of the long-
suffering of God! He had told them that they would
be a mighty nation ; that He would make them a bless-
ing to all people; and that He would confer upon them
marvellous blessings, if they were obedient; and He
warned them that terrible curses would fall upon them
for disobedience. Yet God spared those people for
hundreds of years, the same as He had spared the Amor-
ites before them.

Then God enlarged Japheth, in harmony with the
prophecy of Noah. The Babylonians, the Persians, the
Macedonians, and the Romans came upon that land,
one after the other.

Jerusalem Knew Not the Time of Its Visitation

When Christ visited this world He came to His own
and His own received Him not.

“ And when He was come near, He beheld the city, and
wept over over it, saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at
least in this thy day, the things which belong uato thy peace!
but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come
upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and
compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall
lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee;
and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; be-
cause thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.” Luke I19:
41-44.

" Although the Master Himgelf came down in person
to teach them, to guide them into all truth, yet they
did not know the time of their visitation, Might they
have known it?  Whose fault was it that they did not
know it ? It was entirely their own mistake that they
failed. They might have known the time of their visita-
tion. God had given them evidence for hundreds of
years concerning the time of their visitation. Because
of their ignorance Christ said:

% The days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall
cast a trench about thee, . . . and shall lay thee even with the
ground, . .. and they shall not leave in thee one stone uron
another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.”

At that time Jerusalem was a mighty city. Jerusa-

lem is a natural fortress. In those days it was a diffi-
cult city to capture. Approaching the city from any
direction, it is necessary to travel up steep hills. ‘‘ The
mountains are round about Jerusalem,” the psalmist
said ; and right in the centre of those mountains stands
Jerusalem, a city difficult of attack, a city easily
defended.

The archeeologist’s work indicates what a wonderful
city it was. It is necessary to go down twenty feet in
the rubbish to find the remains of the old city. The
present city of Jerusalem is built on top of the rubbish,
twenty feet above Old Jerusalem. At that time our Lord
was a man without influence, with no social standing,
despised and rejected of men. Is it nobt amazing how
people will despise the very ones who can help them
most!  Instead of heeding the wonderful words of the
greabest of teachers, they laughed Him to scorn. They
did not believe that those great stones that had stood
for hundreds of years would be cast down. Down in
Egypt the temples that were erected thousands of years
before the Jewish temple was even built are still standing.
If the stones of Egypt still stand, why could not the
stones of Jerusalem stand ?  Because the fiat of heaven
had gone forth, and God purposed that that city should
be broken down: hence no power on earth could keep
those stones one on top of another, for God had decreed
they should be overthrown. Forty years afterwards the
Romans came and destroyed that city. Then in 138 A.D.
the Jews hegan rebuilding the city and followed a false
Messiah called Barcochebas, and were going to reorgan-
ise the whole city again. What happened then? The
Emperor Hadrian came upon them and destroyed the
whole enterprise.  He left not one stone upon another,
unconsciously fulfilling the words of Jesus. Then he
built a temple to Jupiter on the site where the temple of
God had stood, and he forbade any Jew to reside in
Palestine.

Jerusalem is called over and over again in the Bible,
“ the rebellious city.” When Nebuchadnezzar captured
the city he put Zedekiah on the throne, and shortly
afterwards he rebelled. Jerusalemm was a rebellious
city in all ages. If Christ had been willing to lead a
revolution against the Roman Empire, all the Jews
would have joined up with Him. If Jesus had been a
revolutionist He could have easily led a rebellion by the
Jews. There is evidently something in the Jewish
nature that is revolutionary. Practically all the revolu-
tions for the last hundred years in Europe have been led
by Jews. The great French Revolution was led by Jews.
The whole idea was born in the mind of a Jew. The
greatest revolutionists in the world to-day are Jews, and
they appear to have been revolutionists for at least two
thousand five hundred years. When Jerusalem was abso-
lutely blotted out, the principal toast at the Roman
feasts was, * Hierosylma est perdita” (* Jerusalemn is
destroyed ”). Then the people would say: “ Hurrah.”
And when people say, ‘' Hip, hip, hurrah,” they are re-
peating the old Roman toast. The Romans were so de-
lighted with the idea that Jerusalem was destroyed, that
at last the rebellious city was trodden under foof, and
that the temple of Jupiter stood where the temple of
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God had stood, that they coined the phrase, and made it
one of their toasts.

Some few hundred years afterwards, in the seventh
century, the Saracens came against the Romans and
captured Jerusalem. Then Shem came -back again.
Then after some centuries the Crusaders captured the city,
but did not hold it very long. In the sixteenth century
the Turks captured the city and held it till 1917.

A Critical Period in the World’s History

In 1843 and 1844, some wonderful things happened
in the world,—that was a wonderfully critical period. At
that time the Turkish Government was dominating all the
near Hast and many other countries. They were the
leading Mohammedan people. The Sultan was the chief
Kalif, the.-head of the Mohammedan religion, as the
Pope is the head of the Roman Catholic religion.

The Turks had a law at that time that any Moham-
medan who accepted Christianity should be executed.
Now God had a message due to this world, a message
that was to go to every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people. Here was a nation, a mighty nation, which had
a law that if any man accepted that everlasting gospel
he would be executed. Well, in 1843 the Christian
world was mightily stirred because an Armenian boy, a
Christian, had been forced to accept Mohammedanism
by the Turkish Government. Some fime after, this
Armenian boy went back to his own country, and wor-
shipped at a Christian church. Because he turned back
from Mohammedanism to Christianity, he was put to
death. The world rose up in revolt at the horror of
such a thing. Brifain wrote a letter saying that such a
law should be changed, but the Turk was adamant. He
was 8 mighty power in those days, though he has not
much now. He said his religion, his Bible, his holy
Koran, forbade him to do anything else but execute any-
body who turned Christian; sothe British Government
wrote him a letter to this effect: that unless they
changed such a revolting principle, they could not expect
to have any longer the friendship of England, and de-
manding that that law should be changed immediately.
Well, of course the Turk objected to making any change,
still pleading that it was his religion. But Lord Aber-
deen wrote to Canning, the British Ambassador, suggest-
ing that the Turkish Government be required to change
that law within a given time; and the sultan wisely
abolished that law on the first day of the Mohammedan
year 1260 (our 1844), exactly 2,300 years after Artaxerxes
signed his decree which he handed to Ezra.

God had measured out a great period of 2,300 years;
and while we know that that measurement applies to
things in heaven, some things happened on earth which
made it possible for the judgment hour message to go
throughoat the world without hindrance at the precise
time it fell due. At the same time China and India were
opening their doors to the preaching of the gospel. At
the same time great preachers in the Anglican churches
in England were preaching on the second advent, calling
the atfention of the people to the fact that God was
opening the way for the message of the judgment hour to
go to every nation, kindred, tongus, and people. Those
men Yecognised that the time was ripe for the judgment
hour message. Mighty things .were being done in the
world to prepare the way for this message.

Where does the Jew figure in all this; he had not

yet got back into Palestine? Some men in those days
endeavoured to thwart the teaching concerning the
second ‘advent. They said, “* Liook at Palestine, it is
gtill in the hands of the Turk. Don’t you know that the
Jews as a people are to settle in Palestine ? that they
are to become ihe missionary people to the world ?
They will carry the gospel to all the world, and the
world will be converted.” That is what some people say
to-day. That is what they thought, and they naturally
said: “ Well, we shall have to wait years hefore the
Jews can get back into Palestine.”” Do you understand
now why it was that Sister White wrote in “ Barly
Writings” that the Old Jerusalem would never be
built up ? She wrote it because there were men teach-
ing in the world at that time that that would be so.
Back in 1843 when that mighty message of the second
corning of Jesus went to all the world, the devil deter-
mined to deceive the world with this false theory that
the second coming of Christ will not take place until
Jerusalem is rebuilt by the Jews. At that time, Sister
‘White said, *“ 01d Jerusalem will never be rebuilt;” and
it never will,

In 1917 Lord Allenby with a British army drove the
Turk out of Palestine. The Jews said: “Now is our

opportunity; we will get the British Government to set

up a home for us in Palestine.” In Palestine there is
great trouble over that Jewish national home. The
whole Arab people is against it. While they hate the
Turk, they do not hate the Jew ; but they do not like to
think they will be brought under the dominance of the
Jew; they hate the revolutionary Jew. They say,
* We have held this country for hundreds of years.” On
the other hand, the Jew says: “ This is our country.
‘We ave entitled to have it, and the League of Nations
ought to see that we get it.”” You know that when Lord
Allenby marched into that city, he said that all the holy
places would be kept intact. The British Government
promised that they should be kept intact. The promise
was made in 1917. Not only Mohammedanism, but
every kind of type of religion is found there. It is the
most religious city in the world. All kinds of religious
organisations are there, and the British Government
covenanted that their holy places would be kept intact.

So how is Old Jerusalem ever going to be rebuilt ?
The whole world has decreed that it shall not. Itis a
fact that many Jews are building some very fine places,
but they are not building them on the site of Old Jeru-
salem. They are building their new houses outside the
old city, and thousands of them have gone forty miles
away, and built a handsome eity near Joppa on the sea
coast. They have gone there to build up the land of
Palestinte, not Jerusalem.

What is coming out of all this trouble in the East ?
Armageddon.

In 1848 Dr. Thomas, commenting on Ezekiel 38,
wrote:

“I believe there will be a pre.adventual, limited colonisation
of the country by the Jews, . . . and that the prosperity of this
colony . . . will be the cause of the country’s invasion by the
Russian ‘clay,’ styled ‘Gog,’ by Ez=kiel. It will be the sign of
the ¢ Time of the End’ indicative of the speedy return of Christ.
« « « The pre-adventual colonisation of Palestine will be on
purely political principles, and the Jewish colonists will return
in unbelief of the Messiahship of Jesus, and the truth as it isin
Him. They will emigrate thither-as agriculturists and traders,
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in the hope of ultimately establishing their commonwealth, but
more immediately of getting rich in silver and gold, . . . and in
cattle and goods, . . . under the efficient protection of the
British power.”—* Elpis Israel,” p. 396.

If that man were living today, he could not have
written anything more true. But he wrote it in 1848.
Where did he get his knowledge? He got it from a few
verses in Hzekiel.

There is a limited colonisation of Jews in Palesbine.
But some of them want to make Palestine as Jewish
as England is English or America is American, That
idea rankles in the mind of every Arab, and it can
never be,

If you.will read Ezekiel 38, you will find a prophecy

as you drive along, you go through little villages with-
out bars or gates. They are under the protection of the
whole world through the Lieague of Nations. But this
condition was to exist just prior to Armageddon. The
last verses of that same chapter speak of Armageddon,
which is still further dealt with in Revelation 16 when
the kings of the earth go up to battle, the battle of the
great day of God Almighty. )

We should not be planning for one hundred years of
time, or fifty, or twenty, or even fen years of time.
Everything is being made ready for the final battle of
this world,—the battle of the great day of God-Almighty.
It is time we prepared, nay, it is time for us to BE
READY ; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son

concerning the Jews living in unwalled villages.

To-day of man coweth.

AUSTRALASIAN CONFER-
ENCE ASSOCIATION LIMITED

Treasurer’s Report Presented at the
Quadrennial Session, 1930

WHILE most members and workers are
familiar with the Australasian Conference
Association Limited, more commonly
known as the A.C.A., yet comparatively
few fully understand its connection with
this work as a whole.

The fact that it is a Limited Liability
Company, and at first glance appears to
deal with financial and business matters
only, have caused some to question why
there is such an Association connected with
this work, The reason is that where a
denomination owns property of any kind,
it i8 necassary to create a legal corporation
or body to attend to the legalities of that
denomination. The Australasian Union
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, and
other religious bodies, are not recognised by
law as having a legal standing, and so have
created bodies or corporations recognised by
law and in whose name property can be
registered, and upon whom, if necessary,
legal notices can be served. For this rea-
son, therefore, the Australasian Conference
Association Limited was incorporated on
March 26, 1909, Prior to that time all
church properties were held in the names of
various trustess. This caused continual
difficulty, some trustees dying, some mov-
ing away, scme apostatising and threaten-
ing to refuse to allow members to use the
church buildings, and so on. 8ince the
incorporation of the Association, practically
all church properties, except where local
conferences are incorporated, have been
transferred to the name of the Association.
The Association holds them in trust for the
conferences or churches concerned.

The Association is also the registered
proprietor of the Signs Publishing Com-
pany, the two sanitariums, the health
food factories, the cafés, and the schools.
In fact, most of the property of this denom-
ination in Australasia is now registered in
the name of the Austrajasian Conference
Association Limited.

While at first glance the Association may
geem to be entirely financial in its business,
we trust this report will show that it is
very vitally connected with the progress
and development of the evangelical work
of the Australasian Union Conference,

Finance Department

The Finance Department of the Associa-
tion handles the deposits of members with
the Association, and on its books are kept
all passbook and fixed deposit accounts. It
attends to the general bapking interest of
the institutions, it handles insurance mag-
ters of the various concerns of the work, it
lends money to conferences and institutions,
and receives the payments.

At the present time 1,977 members have
money deposited with the Association. A$
December 31 last these members had de-
posited with the Association £161,422,
This is about £13,000 more than was shown
on the balance sheet four years ago. The
rate of interest offered is 3 per cent. Some
members are pleased to leave their money
with the Association free of interest for the
help it is to the cause. The Association re-
lends this money to churches and confer-
ences at 3% per cent, and to institutions at
5 per cent, The difference bet ween interest
paid and received constitutes the revenue of
the Finance Department, and from this
it meets its operation expenses.

How Deposits Have Been Used

At the present time there are throughout
Australia and New Zealand scores of
churches to which the Asscciation has lent
money with which to build, Those mem-
bers who have lent money to the Associa-
tion can have the satisfaction of knowing
that some of their money has been invested
in church buildings, thus enabling' members
to worship God in neat, suitable edifices,
Many know what it means to use rented
halls, and bow thankful they bhave been to
give up such places for churches of their own.
The money has helped to build church
schools, and thus has benefited many hun-
dreds of Adventist children who might other-
wise have been compelled to spend some of
the most impressiouable years of their lives
in State schools. The sanitariums have been
largely built and equipped with money de-
posited with the Assoctation and re-lent to
them. The fine work of our sanitariums is
known beyond the confines of Australia,
while many of the splendid young people
trained in those institutions have gone to
the ends of the earth to labour for others.
Depositors with the Association are entitled
to the very real pleasure that comes with
the kuowledge that they have had a part
through their money in the healing of the

sick and in the sending forth of those splen-
did missionaries,

Members through their deposits have
helped to build and equip the Signs Publish-
ing Company. The canvassing work is one
of God’s very strong agenoies for the finish-
ing of His work on the earth. In helping
to establish the Publishing House, and,
further, in enabling the Association to lend
money to conferences to keep good book
stocks for their canvassers, depositors have
had a part in scattering this denomination’s
good books, papers, and periodicals through-
out the land.

Further than that, they have indirectly,
through very effectively, continued year by
year to assist not only in educating the
children and young people, but also in
keeping the schools going ; for much-of the
Assciation’s money has been lent to the
Health Food Company, and while the
Health Food Company pays no dividends,
yob it does return a goodly portion of its
profits to the Australasian Union Con-
ference. Oune-fifth, or 20 per cent, of all
payments received from institutional and
Health Food profits are handed by the
Union Conference to the local conferences
for use in their oburch school educational
work, With this money the conferences
help to cquip their schools and pay their
church school teachers. In addition to
this, one third of all the church school
teachers’ wages is paid by the Union Con-
ference from the profits of the Health Food
Department and institutions,

Further than all this, it is solely from
the profits received from the institutions
and branches that the Union Conference
makes its appropriations to the three sec-
ondary schools,—the Australasian Mission-
ary College, the New Zealand Missionary
School, and the West Australian Missionary
School.

But even this does not complete the
story of benefits which the cause in Austral-
asia has received through the deposit sys-
tem. There are over 700 persons employed
in all in the various institutions, and the
fact that a large number of young people
are able to obtain employment in this way,
and are thus saved from the many tempta-
tious that go with outside emplcyment, is
in itself a matter for great thankfulness.
In addition to this, it means that every
conference throughout this Union benefits

" by the tithes received from these workers.

It is estimated that in all over £14,000a
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Many young people training at the Aus-
tralasian Missionary College would be un-
able to complete ,their education there but
for the fact that the Avondale Industries,
another institution largely assisted by de-
positors’ money, provides employment for
them and enables them to pay their way
through college.

By no means the least of the benefits or
interest derived from these investments is
the great influence for good exerted by the
Health Food Company in itg education of
the public mind along the lines of health-
ful living. Many an individual and many
a home have been made healthier and bap-
pier by the Sanitarium Health Food Com-
pany, and many a persen is rejoicing in
this truth to-day whose interest in the
message was first aroused through coming
into contact with the Heath Food work,

These few facts are given that depositors
may know that their money has been well
invested and is returning fine interest.
Eternity only, however, will reveal the full
extent of the help these depositors have
rendered to the cause by the investment of
their means with the Association.

Insurance

The Association self-imsurance scheme
bas thus far been an unqualified success.
The Association now covers most of the
smaller risks, including the majority of the
churches and church schools, the mission
houses, mission boats, conference offices,
tent stocks, etc. The premiums are paid
in the usual way, but instead of being
passed to an outside company they are
credited to the Insurance Fund of the
Association. At December 81, 1921, this
fund totalled in all £2,239. At December
31, 1925, it had increased to £7,350. At
December 81, 1929, the fund stood at
£17,543. It will be of interest to know
.that the first money paid.into this Insur-
ance Fund was the insurance premium on
the mission ketch Melanesia. It was at
that time taking a grave risk, but evenis
have proved that the risk was well justified.
As the fund increases and larger business
is being accepted, due care is taken o
accept no individual risk that exceeds an
amount reaching one.third of the total
reserve. Thus it will be seen that the in-
surance business conducted by the Associa-
tion is being developed upon lines that any
insurance company would approve, and of
absoluta financial soundness. The total
amount the fund has had to pay out thus
far in claims is £1,219. No private busi-
ness of any kind is touched by the Associa-
tion; it handles the properties of ihe
denomination only.

Budget Meetings

Branohes and institutions prepare balance
sheets semi-annually, and copies are for-
warded promptly to head office. From these
the aggregate balance sheet of the Associa-
tion 18 prepared. Twice a year the Associa-
holds a budget meeting at which the finan-
cial position as a whole iz considered, all
profits and losses are noted, and the results
of the half year’s running are ascertained.
No profits are spent sxcept by action of the
Board of the Association. When the profits
on the half year’s running have been dis-
covered, the first step is always to set aside
that portion of it which is to go to the
Union Conference. The next is to take a
certain portion which has to apply against

institutional indebtedness., These two
amounts are decided strictly in barmony
with bthe established policy of the A.U.C.
which governs the disiribution of institu-
tional profits. Consideration is then given
to the raquests of the various branches and
institutions for money for various pur-
poses. These requests must all be first
congidered by the local boards of the insti-
tutions concerned before coming to the
Board of the Association. Appropriations
are made only in accordance with the

mittee definitely laid down that on no ac-
count should the schools be allowed to again
run into debt, and they have been kept
debt free from that time.

At one of the half-yearly budget meetings
to which the Health Food Branch Managers
had been invited, the situation at the Pub-
lishing House, Warburton, was considered.
The Signs Publishing Company was very
heavily in debt to the Association, and the
resulting big interest bill affected the cost
of production of books, The Health Food
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amount of profits remaining for distribu-
tion. Care is taken that expenditure sball
always be within the income limit.

Depreciation

It is necessary tor every institution to
depreciate the value of its plant, stock, build-
ings, etc. This is done each half yearin
accordance with a uniform policy for all
depreciation. In order to give these monies,
so written off to depreciation, practical
effect in the replacement of worn-out equip-
ment, it has now been planned that branches
and institutions making profits shall pay in
cash into a central fund 50 per cent of their
depreciation, and in the case of the mis-
sionary schools, the full 100 per cent of
deprecistion is paid into a fund.

Institutional Indebtedness

Action was t.ken several years ago that
the Association work to the policy outlined
by the Bpirit of Prophecy to get clear of
debt. At that time very little was being
done by branches, institutions, and schools to
repay the large sums of money that had been
lent them from time to time by the Associa-
tion. As there was little prospect of the
Missionary Schools making profits sufficient
to permit of their loans being repaid, it was
decided to lift the school indebtedness by
transferring certain assets to the Avondale
Industries and by making annual appropria-
tions from the Union Conference funds until
the balance of the debt was cleared. When
it was attempted to put this into practice,
however, it was found to be impossible for
the Union Conference to lift the portion of
the debt. The Australasian Conference As-
sociation Limited thersupon took over from
the Unmion Conference the remaining in-
debtedness on the three secondary schools,
totalling £13,684. At that time the Com-

men agreed whole-heartedly with the sug-
gestiop made that, instead of Health Food
profits being used to reduce Health Food
Department indebtedness, all available
profits be concentrated on lifting the in-
debtedness of the Signs Publishing Com-
pany. Within two years the whole of the
Bigns debt, amounting to many thousands
of pounds, was repaid; and at December
31 last the Signs Publishing Company’s
balance sheet showed that institution to be
debt free,

With the Publishing House fres of debt,
it was then decided to postpone yet further
the Health Food Department’s jubilee, and
next concentrate every effort on the S8ydney
Sanitarium debt. The Sydney Sanitarium
carries the biggest debt of any institution,
and is perbaps one of the least able to bear
it. From now on, all available debt-paying
funds will be applied to the Banitarium in-
debfedness, and we look forward to the glad
day in the not very distant future when
that institution also will for the first time
in its existence be free of debt. To further
agsist that institution, at a recent A.C.A
budget meeting £1,000 was set aside from
the profits as the nucleus of a fund for
building new treatment rooms. All who
are acquainted with the Sydney Sanitarium
can testify to its need in this regard.

Even among workers the full value of the
Association to the evangelical work of this
field is not always realised. If money
making were the primary object of the
Association, then several of the branches
and institutions would be closed down as
unprofitable. For example, the sanitariums
are run to benefit mankind, To the Asso-
ciation they represent a heavy loss finanoi-
ally,” But through their instrumentality
not only physical belp is rendered, but souls
are won to this fruth.,  The application of
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Association profits to educational work and.

the training and preparation of young
ministers and workers ; the encouragement
and assigtance it provides for the canvassing
work ; the employment within the ranks
of Seventh-day Adventists; the tithes and
offerings to conferences and missions from
the workers, all mean a tremendous amount
to the work. Take the Avondale Industries
and the Australasian Missionary College
from North New South Wales, the Sydney
Sapitarium from South New South Wales,
the Warburton Sanitarium from Vietoria,
the Christchurch Factory from South New
Zealand, and a very great difference in the
income of those conferences would be
noticed. Take away the business side of
the Association, and the consequent profits,
and it would probably result in one-half or
two-thirds of the church schools and all of
the missionary schools and the sanitarinms

closing or else proving such a drain on con-

ference tithe as seriously to cripple the
svangelical work.

No matter from what angle the work of
the Association is viewed, it will be found
that it is inseparable from the conference
and evangelical work of this field, and very
grateful thanks are tendered to all members
and conferences who have by their deposits
with the Australasian- Conference Associa-
tion Limited made the work and develop-
ment of the Association possible. But
above all, thanks are due to God who has so
remarkably blessed this feature of His work.
Tarough many anxious times and serious
ptoblems the ILiord has guided and has
developed this work to His praise and the
advancement of His cause in Australasia,

In business circles the Association and
its work are held in very high regard, but
above the opinion of worldly men it is very
necessary tbat the Lord have a good opinion
of the Association and its members and
workers. It has been abundantly demon-
strated that with the blessing of God added
it can be a tremendous power for good in
His work.

Brethren, pray for the work of the Aus-
tralasian Conference Association Limited,
that the Lord will continue to guide and
overrule in all matters connected therewith,
that under His hapd it may be used in
still greater measure to finish His work on
earth.

T. W. HAMMOND.,

SOLOMON ISLANDS

TO the chairman and the members as-
sembled in Conference, we bring greetings
from the workers and native teachers and
the church members and adherents of the
Solomon Islands.

We take this opportunity of expressing
our sincerest gratitude to our Heavenly
Father for His keeping power and His
opening providences that have been mani-
fest during the past four years; also for
the precious promises which have been
anchors in the storms of trial and sorrow,
and have been like healing balm on the
wounds of sorrow to those who have been
called to pass through deep waters.

The murder of the teacher’s wife and
one of the converts on the island of
Malaita, and the sudden death of Sister
A. F. Parker caused the shadows. of sad-
ness to enter the hearts of their loved ones
and their fellow workers; but with

faith in the Lord these were able to say,
“Thy will be done,” and go forward to
prepare for that glad day when we shall
all meet, never to part again.

Many npew islands and districts have
been entered during the past four years,
thus adding still other tongues to the
sumber in which the gospel is given.

Guadalcanar, which was opened just'

ahout the time of the quadrennial session
of 1926, has grown to the extent of eleven '

missions. This work has been in charge
of a native director, and it has so grown
that it needs the services of a good, able
white missionary to lead out in the work.
All-this year this great need has been
before us, and we trust that it will receive
your prayerful consideration.

Malaita, in spite of its many vicissitudes
and the troubles that- have arisen tending
to disorganise the work, has now seven
missions holding up in no uncertain way
the banner of Prince Emmanuel in that
dark land. In the place that seems to be
enshrouded in the darkest of heathenism,
the light is pow breaking forth, and
many souls have decided to follow their
Saviour all the way. One Malaita young
man has left his home to attend the
Batuna Training School, in order to receive
a training for the service of the Lord,
that he may return to call many of his
countrymen to-the blessed hope. Even
the roughest of the people there call the
Seventh-day Mlssxon the “ true mission,”
and our work is held in the highest
respect.

Bougainviile has grown from two mis-
sions, as previously reported to you, to
fifteen missions, extending all along the
eastern side of that island, Owing to the
Government of the Mandated Territory

not allowing our mniission boys to go to

the Solomon Islands for further training
at the Batuna School, it has been thought
wise to establish a small training school in
a suitable place on Bougainville, so that
the local natives may be trained asteachers
for their own people. The strong oppo-
sition of the other mission bodies has
broken down, and strong interests are
continually calling for workets.

The island of VYsabel has just been
opened, and this has marked off one of the
few remaining islands left to enter in the
Solomon Group. Already a strong inter-
est is reported, and many are seeking to
know Him whom to know is life eternal.

Gizo and the Marovo districts still re-
main loyal to the mission, and still provide
teachers of courage and missionary zeal
to go out to other places and win souls
for the Master. District meetings are
held in the fields apnually, and in this way
much has been done for the spiritual up-
lift of the people.

Choiseul still continues to gain ground,
and many new missions have been added
of late. An intermediate school has been
started there, and is beginning to meet the
need of our young people who are too
advanced for the native teachers’ schools
and not yet ready for the Batuna Training
School. Choiseul is a land of ‘young peo-
ple, and we are expecting a good fruitage
of mission workers from this island.

We have pot by any means apswered

all the many calls that have come to us
from the various islands, owing to lack of

funds. Had the funds been available, we
would have a much larger work to report.

In the past four years 447 souls have
been baptised and added to the church.
We have lost several members by death,
two have been disfellowshipped because
of their desire to remain in the ways of
sin, and one ‘has apostatised. Qur present
membership of the Sabbath school stands
at 2,879, and the church membership at
810. The Sabbath school offerings for
the past four years were £1,376 I3s. 44.
The amount in tithe, not including that
on white workers’ salaries, was £1,456 Os.
1d. “For the Week of Prayer offciings
£300 was given, and £131 8s. for local
chusch offerings. Many have taken the
opportunity of securing what literature
was offered, and books to the value of
£746 3s. 64, were purchased.

Our training school has been kept busy
preparing students to answer the many
calls that have come in .from our
own field and the Mandated Territory.
The students have not always had the
opportunity to avail themselves of the
education offered, as the constant de-
mand for teachers has not allowed them
to remain long enough to complete their
course, Since 1927 sixty-four students
have left the school to take up teaching
work on our missions, and eight have left
to serve in other capacities in the mis-
sion work. The accommodation for the
students in the way of housing has been
poor, but now that a sawmill has been
added to the technical department, things
look brighter for the future.

The hospital in connection with the
school has been kept busy; 3,708 treat-
ments have heen given, and about 40
maternity cases registered. Steps have
been taken to develop this work by erect-
ing a good hospital building, and we are
asking for a qualified medical man to take
charge of the work.

Our printing press at Batuna has heen
running full time since its inception. It
has printed 2,000 copies of a book con-
taining 166 hymns and the Gospel of John.
The same number has also been printed
of the book of Acts, also a booklet in the
English and Marovo languages. Besides
these books there is the regular work of
printing the Sabbath school lessons for
our field, also the Week of Prayer read-
ings, and any other printed matter that the
mission needs that can be undertaken by
the local press.

The Solomon Islands brethren have
been pleased to have two visits from
Union Conference representatives during
the last four years, Pastor A. G. Stewart
in 1927, and Pastors Stewart and G. F.
Jones in 1929. We looked forward to
these visits from the brethren, and much
appreciated the help and the counsel they
gave.

G. PEACOCK,
Superintendent,

—_—

THE life, the words, and the deportment
are the most forcible argument, the most
solemn appeal, to the careless, irreverent,
and sceptical. Let the life and character
be the strong argument for Christianity ;
then men will be compelled to take knowl-
edge of you that you have been with Jesus,
and have learned of Him.—*Counsels to
Teachers,” p. 478.
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QUEENSLAND CONFERENCE

FrOM the land of sunshine, we of the
Queensland Conference greet the dele-
gates assembled, with good cheer and
much Christian love. We prefix our quad-
rennial report with thanksgiving and
praise to a kind Heavenly Father who has
been pleased to encircle us all, through
the merits of His precious Son, into the
one great family of which both heaven
and earth form a part. Blessed be the
name of Emmanuel—God with us, Jesus,
Saviour and friend of man. A report
without Him would be worthless, for by
Him we live, and move, and have our
being.

Financial

The quadrennial period umder review
reveals evidences of divine guiding and a
protective hand over all. Many and crafty
have been the attacks of the enemy, but
the remnant of God moves on. The
mustard seed of faith still manifests itself
in the lives of a faint yet pursuing people
who, banded together for service, have
recognised in a measure that the earth is
the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; and
the recognition of their tenancy has re-
sulted in honouring the Owner in tithe
money to the amount of £4,547, £4,476,
£4,618, and £5,635 for the four consecutive
years,—a total of £19,277. This amount
is £188 less than that of the previous quad-
rennial term ; but the cutting off of 309 of
the conference membership in the latter
part of 1928, when the division of the
North Queensland Mission was made, will
account for the decline. It is interesting
to note that while there where 76 less
tithe-payers in the conference in 1929 than
in 1928, owing to the separation of the
Northern end, yet the tithe increased by
£1,017. This was made possible by anin-
crease of £1 6s. 8d. on the per capita pay-
ment. We regret, however, to state that
our books show the number paying tithe
to be approximately 50 per cent, or 44I
out of a membership of 920. We can
hardly imagine just what the potentialities
would be to us as a people and to God’s
work at large were we, the world over,
100 per cent tithe-payers of 100 per cent
of our means.

Total funds raised, including camp offer-
ings and pledges of £1,923, fur the four
years amounted to £31,664. Of this,
£19,277 was contributed as tithe, and re-
served for evangelical and administrative
work within the conference, while the
£12,387 balance was for foreign missions.
It would rejoice out hearts, however, if
the proportion of these figures could be
reversed, thus revealing an increased
activity on the part of our laity for foreign
work, which brings reciprocal blessings
from Him who has said, “ Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto the least of one of
these.”

Deparfmental

A conference is composed chiefly of
seven departments, and two of these—the
Evangelistic and Literature departments
—pioneer or blaze the track. The former
has concentrated upon the city, and a
strong constituency has grown up in the
Brisbane suburban area. We are now
planning to divide our meagre forces, and
carry the message to more of the rural
districts. The Book Department shows
an increase in sales over the previous four

years to the value of £630, or a summary
of £7,663. The net profit on running ex-
penses for the four years is £556, and this
with an average of eight men in the field.

Following hard on the heels of these
pioneer departments come the Sabbath
School and Home Missions, the one to
set the new members to the study of the
Holy Word, and the other to lead them
intospiritual service. The Sabbath schools
embrace, or should, every member of the
conference. Its studies are adapted to
every degree of mentality. Its spiritual
possibilities are unlimited. Our entire
miembership at the close of the quadrennial
term was 962. Of these, 225 are isolated
members, while the remainder are grouped
into 20 organised schools. Comparatively,
we are lower per capita givers than any
of the sister conferences. This may be on
account of the drought conditions of our
country, or it may be that we have not
caught the true vision of the work in fields
afar and our relation to it in the light of
the Master’s command, “Go ye into all the
world.” Our good Sabbath school secre-
tary is now giving her special attention to
these matters, and we intend to stand by
her side in the effort, and hope for a better
showing in the future. We are glad to
report, however, that foreign missions
have benefited through our offerings to
the amount of £4,623 for the term under
review, and we pray God’s blessing upon
it as it flows on its way, absorbed in the
great river of human need.

In our Home Missions Department we
find a responsive people, willing to serve.
It is impossible to trace the saving influ-
ence of personal service done by church
members, as the credit frequently goes to
the conference workers who sometimes
reap where others sow. Yet God, who
makes the victor’s crown, knows where to
place the stars of adornment. The two
main campaigns for the year are Big Week
and Foreign Mission Appeal. Through
the former, £410 and the latter, £5,065
have been passed on to their respective
places.

Closely affiliated with the Home Mis-
sions isthe Missionary Volunteer Depart-
ment, with ten organised societies, cover-
ing a membership of 324. Many solid
Christian men and women in the making
are here to be found in their various
juvenile stages, a treasure to the church,
for the training of which she must give
an account, From their small earnings
they too have passed on to Foreign Mis-
sions the amount of £387 for the quadren-
nial term. It is interesting to note that
thenumberoftracts and papers distributed
by the young people in 1929 equalled that
of the three vears previous; and that sub-
scriptions taken for papers and magazines
for the three years 1926, ’27,’28, totalled
only eight more than were taken in the
one year 1929; or 214 for three years,
against 206 for one year. We are glad,
too, for this increase in activity among
our youth, and hope for a continuance of
the same.

Two other departments remain for our
consideration, one of which is the Educa-
tional, and of this we cannot give a very
wholesome report. No church schools are
at present operating, although our in-
creased membership in the suburban area
has added many children and youth to our
ranks. We have not lost hope entirely of
reviving our school work, knowing its

place in holding our young people to the
message ; but for the present we are forced
to report that no aggressive educational
work is being carried on.

The Religious Liberty Department is
the last, yet not least, to come before our
review. Itstime of activity is near, and
it stands ready for the closing conflict.
It embodies, however, the principles of
true liberty which, after all, need most to
be understood by the church,—the daily
operation of the Holy Spirit upon the
individual heart, bringing emancipation
from sin until the soul is in harmony with
its Maker, and with the psalm writer says,
“I will walk at liberty; for I seek Thy
precepts, . . . and I will delight myself in
Thy commandments, which I have loved.”
A definition of such “liberty ” also we
find in “ The Desire of Ages,” page 466 :
“ The only condition upon which the free-
dom of man is possible, is that of becom-
ing one with Christ. ‘The truth shall make
you free;” and Christ is the truth. Sin
can triumph only by enfeebling the mind,
and destroying the liberty of the soul.
Subjection to God is restoration to one’s self,—
to the true glory and dignity of man. The
divine law, to which we are brought into
subjection, is ‘the law of liberty.’”

We again thank God for His kindness
toward us through the years, and conse-
crate ourselves with you through Christ’
for the consummation of His work upon

earth.
H. A HILL,
President.

PAPUA

IN the parable of the sower, as re-
corded in the 13th chapter of Matthew,
may be found the experience of our
workers in Papua during the past four
years, as they have gone forth to sow the
seed of the gospel of Christ.

Some seed has apparently fallen by the
wayside, other fallen into stony ground
and among thorns, but some has fallen
into good ground and brought forth fruit
to the honour and glory of God.

The lack of interest in spiritual things
is not confined to the homeland alone,
but the same enemy has sown the same
seeds in the mission field, and we have
the same power to contend with as our
workers do in the home field. Neverthe-
less, the Word of God has the same
power to -deliver men and women from
the powers of sin, and we rejoicé to see
souls born again into the kingdom of God.

At the time of the last session we had
two stations in this field, one at Bisia-
tabu and the other at Efogi, both inland
stations and situated among a scattered
people. Bisiatabu was opened in 1908 by
Pastor S. W. Carr, and work was started
at Efogi in 1924. During the latter part
of 1928 we opened two new stations on
the coast, one at Vilirupu, about 100
miles east of Port Moresby, and the other
at Vailala, about 200 miles west of Port
Moresby. This year has witnessed the
opening of a new interest at Aroma,
about fifteen miles west of Vilirupu. A
brief review of the work at these centres
may be of interest.

Bisiatabn -

This our oldest station is established
among the Koiari tribe, about twenty-
seven miles inland from Port Moresby,
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a people hard to reach with the gospel,
and showing little stability of character
when we do win them, so the results
have not been what we would like to see
for the years of work done among them.
Two of our noble Fijian workers have
laid down their lives for this people,
Beni in 1018, ten years after the open-
ing of this station, and Ratu Tevita in the
year 1928, just another ten years after
the death of Beni. We rejoice to see
some souls being won for Cnrist at this
centre, and this year we have been able
to send out four native workers from
this station. Of late years we have had
people from other tribes come to live
on the mission, some coming as far-as
200 miles, and at the time of writing
there are eight different dialects spoken
by the students living on the mission.

Efogi

This station, situated almost in the
heart of Papua, has been a very difficult
station to work, owing to the great diffi-
culties of transport ; however, souls have
been won for the Master, and we feel
that our labour has not been in vain in
our attempts to carry the gospel to these
inland people. Unfortunately, this station
has been without a worker for the past
nine months, owing to Nafitilai’s return-
ing to Fiji, and we being short of a
worker to fill his place. We now have
two of our native wotkers from Bisiatabu
stationed there, and we trust and pray
that the seed sown will be further watered,
and other souls won for the kingdom of
God.

Vilirupa

At the end of 1028 Brother and Sister
C. E. Mitchell went forth to open work
in this very populous district, and they
have been kept very busy in their work,
Much time has had to be devoted to get-
ting their buildings up, but now that these
are almost completed, much more time
will be devoted to giving the gospel to
these people.

A good school has been established
where the young people are not only
taught to read and write, but they are
also being taught to love and serve their
Master, and we believe that many of
these young people will be won for Christ
and later go forth as missionaries to
labour for others. Apart from school
work, evangelistic efforts have been car-
ried on, and we look forward to a harvest
of souls from this station.

A good deal of ministry to the sick and
suffering has been dove, and lives saved.
We believe this is the very work the
Master would have us do. At the time of
writing these workers are away in Aus-
tralia on furlough, and Pastor J. R. James
and Maika are caring for the work.

Vailala

As two workers weat east to open the
woik at Vilirupu, Brother and Sister En-
gelbrecht went west to open up work on
the Vailala River, and the Lord has
blessed them in their labours there. Many
have been the requests from students
wishing to come and live on the mission
to be taught, and some of these have
already been won for Christ.

The medical work done by these mis-
sionaries has been appreciated by both
patives and Government, and we know

that the hearts of our workets have been
made glad as they have been able to
relieve suffering humanity. Great in-
terest has been taken in the school
work ; these people are verv anxious to
receive an education. Uafortunately,
these workers were forced to return to
the homeland on account of ill-health.
Living in a native-built house has no
doubt been detrimental to their health;
therefore we feel that a more suitable
house should be provided for the workers
there. Brother and Sister C. J. Howell,
who have been holding the tort at Bisia-
tabu, have gone to care for the work in
Brother and Sister Engelorecht’s absence,
as this station had already been without a
worker for six months, These relieving
workers would have been there sooner,
had it not been that the ill-fated bcat by
which they were to travel was wrecked
about thirty miles this side of Vailala,
when seventeen lives were lost, including
a Government magistrate and his four
children, his wife being the only survivor
out of the family. Had it not been that
Brother and Sister Howell were delayed,
they too might have been on that very
trip, and their lives lost uniess the
Lord had delivered them. We cannot
always understand why delays happen,
but in this we see fhe reason for it, and
thank the Lord for His protecting care, at
the same time regretting the loss of so
many lives in the disaster.

Aroma

This new interest, developed by Pastor
James while caring for the work at Vili-
rupu, promises to become one of our best
centres, and we believe we shall see a
most encouraging work develop there.
Situated in one of the most thickly popu-
lated centres in Papua, and among an
intelligent people, we believe we shall be
able to develop some good native teachers
quickly. This is our great need at pres-
ent, for had we teachers we could place
them in scores of villages along this coast.

Future Plans and Needs

We wish to mention some of our future
plans and pressing needs at this juncture.

In the cential district from which our
most promising pative worker comes, a
call came to us long ago to open up work,
and this call has been repeated several
times, and land has been offered us by the
people.  This would open to us the large
Motuan district (the Motuan language has
become the general language of Papua);
the location is very central and offers a
good bharbour, and we feel it is urgent to
take up this work this coming year. This
location would be very suitable for the
headquarters of our work in Papua.

The majority of the people there can
read and write, and they are very anxious
to secure reading matter in their own
language, Throughout this whole field,
too, we feel there are great possibilities
for our literature work, and to meet this
need we are calling for a small printing
press.

Scores of young people have aiready
placed themselves under the mission for
instruction in the message, and it has
already become necessary for us to plan
definitely for educational centres in two
distiicts. We are endeavouiing to secure
land in the westein district for this pur-
pose. This will call for provision of at
least a temporary house there.

In beginning our work at Aroma, we
feel we should plan for a good building,
as this is necessary to safeguard the health
of our workers, With this in mind we
plan definitely to erect a permanent house
at Vailala also.

These plans mean that we shall have
five stations on the coast in populous dis-
tricts where our opportunities for evan-
gelistic work are unlimited. With this
rapidly developing work on the coast, we
are in need of a suitable boat that will en-
able us to travel in some safety. The
large number of people found along the
seventeen hundred miles of coast line are
to be reached with the gospel message,
and there is a good deal of virgin terri-
tory on the west coast and up the Fly
River that can be visited only when we
have our own boat.

Our only launch has been the one at
Vilirupu, and it is not safe for coastal
woik; the old engine adds to the ever-
present dangers of the sea. We wish it
was possible to provide a more reliable
boat for this district. Many times our
wotkers and boys have had to swim
ashore because we have had no dinghy;
we have now overcome this difficulty by
building our own, -

At Vailala Brother Engelbrecht has
used a dugout canoe for his work in the
past, but now we have jist built a small
16-foot launch that wiil be greatly ap-
preciated by our workers there. While
speaking of boats we should mention the
necessity of providing a small launch for
the work at Aroma.

We trust that our plea for these facili-
ties will meet with very sympathetic con-
sideration at this Conference.

We do thank the Lord for the many
blessings we have enjryed as we have
worked together during the past quad-
rennial period. Though we have passed
through a trying time on account of every
family being visited with serious iliness
during the past year, thus greatly hindering
us in our work, yet in it all the Lord has
been very near and blessed us abundantly.

The workers in this field have at all
times been willing to co-operate in every
way in all the endeavours to carry the
message to perishing souls; and we
realise that it is only when we see this
willing co-operation that the Lord can
add His richest blessings.

W. N. LOCK.

NORTH QUEENSLAND
MISSION

By action of the Union Conference
Council in 1928, the Queensland Confer-
ence was divided, the territory north of
the Tropic of Capricorn to be known as
the North Queensland Mission. This
change went into effect at the beginning
of last year.

During 1929 evangelistic efforts were
conducted by our workers in Proserpine,
Ayr, and Townsville, and in each mission
souls were won to the Master. Where a
few years ago we had no members in
the whole of Proserpine district, we now
have about forty Sabbath-keepers, includ-
ing young people. The believers in
Townsville have been more than doubled
during the year under review, and since
then others have responded to the call.
Souls have been won at Ayr andat Bowen
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and isolated members have been instru-
mental in leading to the Master some
who, witb the help of the workers, have
been strengthened in the faith.

Since then our staff has been augmented,
and this year we are conducting efforts in
five different centres, one of the workers
acting also as secretary of the field. At
the close of December, 1929, our church
membership stood at 161, as compared
with 148 at the close of 1928. At the
present time, August, 1930, our membher-
ship is about 180. Our tithe receipts for
1929 amounted to £864 1Is. 4d. The total
foreign mission offeiings sent from this
distant field to headquarters amounted to
the very satisfactory sum of £422, of
which sum the Sabbath school «fferings
accounted for £201 18s. 11d. On pres-
ent showing our 1930 offerings will far ex-
ceed the offerings of the year under re-
view, partly because of the increased staff
in the field, which has made it possihle for
more general field and supervision work
to he done. A period of depression, in
common with other parts of Anstralia,
set in during 1929, and unemployment is
being aggravaied by the hundreds of
workers coming from the south, looking
for work in the cane fields.

This field is still being liberally sub-
sidised hy the Union Conference, and our
pecple are very appreciative of this fact;
but if we include the total «ff rings with
the tithe, which is all Union Conference
income, the gap is almost bridged. Within
the memory of the writer, this far northern
field hardly counted in its membership
and gifts to the cause, but to-day it is
gathering strength ; so much so, that for
the first time in its history we conducted
quite successfully our own camp-meeting
during the current year. Even as late as
seven years ago, when the writer first
visited North Queensland, our total bap-
tised memhership was about sixty, whereas
to-day it is about 180; thus our member-
ship has trebled itself in that time, Most
of this gain has been the result of personal
work under rural conditions. Other
bodies are now waking up to a realisation
of the potentialities of North Queersland,
Recently a series of tent missions lasting
ahout ten weeks in each town has been
conducted by Hinrichsen and Morris, of
the Church of Christ, from Victoria.

Our methods of labour demand aggres-
sion, but here we have found—and we
have tried both ways—that a meteoric
visit of a few weeks in a 1own and then
passing on, while it attracts larger crowds,
leaves the work weak, and later very hard
to follow. So we are working from five
coastal centres at an average distance
apart of about 150 miles, and what we
gain we keep, our apostasies now being
almost negligible. There are still big
inland towns of mining and pastoral popu-
lations which have never witnessed an
Adventist preacher pitch his tent there.
Some day these centres will need to be
evangelised, but the conditions will be
hard and the heat very great, All the
other bodies have neglected the far inland
towns too, with the exception of one
Government servant who, during the
week, performed his itinerating Govern-
mental service, and on Sunday nights
lectured on ““Millions now living will
never die.”

Our workers are all in health and are

enjoying their labours, They invite an
interest in your prayers that Christ may
be lifted up and men and women saved
out of North Queensland.
A. C. CHESSON,
Superintendent.

SAMOA

"TO the Brethren Assemhled in Conference,

Greetings |

This report is prepared under grateful ac-
knowledgment of the keeping mercies and
guiding providences of Him who ‘‘doeth the
works’’ and has lovingly condescended to
accept our frail efforts.

Samoa haslong been an unfruitful section
of the vineyard, despite 1he constant and

"gelf-sacrificing labours of the faithful work-

ers who first tilled the scil and sowed the
seed. The slow progress of past years has
made us ratber reticent regarding seeming

by the attendance at chureh of a number
of interested folk, among whom is a young
teacher from the head governmentschool for
patives. Another young man, a medicalas-
sistant, has gone to Fiji for a year to com-
plete hiscourse. Hissister, a nurse, attends
our services whenever her dutivs permit, and
she informs me that her hrother still main-
tains his interest in the message. Follow-
ing our next baptismai service, we hope to
receive a record number into church fallow-
ship. During the quadrennial period, seven
new mermbers were baptised,

Special attention has been given to our
Samoan paper, the Tala Moni, every issue
of which is brimful of present truth. A new
198 vage book on the leading prophecies has
bee.a printed, also a new hymn book con-
taining 200 hymns,

The Apia mission house has been greatly
improved throngh being lifted s1x feet above
the ground. Extensive alterations and im-
provements have also been made to the

Vailoa School, Samoa

signs of advancement; but T feel justified in
stating this time that the prospec's of the
work in Bamoa were never brighter than
they are at the time of writing.

Qur one great need hasx alwayvs been a
hoarding school which would afford the op-.
portunity of evangelising suitable young
men with a view to training them for fuiure
service as teacbers and evangelists. This
need was supplied when, early in 1929 1be
money was voted for the ercction in part of
a school building at Vailoa, and the open-
ing of school with a limited number of
students. At the time of writing this good
work has heen in prog es= four months, and
the resulis gained 'hus far are gratifying.
A number of the young men are definitely
impresgsed with the truths of the message,
and give promise of developing into valuable
helpers. These boys are taking an active
part in Babbath school work and also in the
sel'ing of our SBamoan publications.

Anotber encouragivg result of the school
work is the forming of connections with the
parents of the boys, which in one case has
led & man to regularly attend our Sabbath
mestings, not regarding a heavy rainstorm
as sufficient cause to stay away. We mean
to go right on with this good work, trusting
God to provide the funds to complete the
school building and thus enable us to en-
large our sphere of influence hy enrolling a
larger number of students.

In Apia, where Brother and Sister J. F.
Strange are now stationed, weare encouraged

Apia church, the expenses for the latter
work, amounting to £200, having been de-
frayed by our members.

Samoa is passing throvgh a time of serious
political disturbance, which is having its
retarding ¢ ficct. upon mission wok in gen-
eral. Owing to the fact that our work has
not assumed any large proportions and our
constituency is small, we have not enccun-
tered any seriou- obstaclis resulting from
the atore.mentioned conditions,

The Christian courtesy of the resident
chaplain of the Apia Protestant church bas
provided several opportunities for both
Brother 8 rarge and myself to address a
congregation largely made up of l:ading
citiz-ns and Government officials, including
His Excellency, Colonel 8§ 8. Allen, the
Administrator of Western 8amoa. We have
reason to believe that these meetings have
gone a long way toward removing pre judice
from the public mind.

While we are still at work on the founda-
sion, we are hopeful that the time will soon
arrive when the superstructure will appear
to testify to the saving power of the third
angel’s message. To this end do we earn-
estly invite the prayers of our faithful
people in the homelands, Australia and New
Zealand, and the consideration of the
brethren in Conference.

We pray that God's presence may he
preciously manifest durivg this most im.
portant meeting.

R. REYE, Superintendent.



6/10/30

EEWE"AILISTRALASIAN RECORD S 11

SOUTH NEW ZEALAND
CONFERENCE

THE delegation representing the South
New Zealand Conference brings loving
greetings to the delegates assembled from
all parts of the Australasian Uaion Con-
ference. First of all, we would express
our deep gratitude to God for His pros-
pering hand upon the work of our faith-
ful membership and workers during four
years of petplexity and depressions. Qur
Heavenly Father in His love, placing His
hand over our mistakes and weaknesses,
has greatly blessed the efforts put forsth,
We therefore render grateful thanks and
praise for the divine presence and aid in
giving this last gospel message in South
New Zealand.

Statistical

At the close of 1929 the membership of
the conference was 549, the tncrease being
166, and the percentage of increase 43, for
the four years under veview. The work
of the evangelists, colporteurs, and lay
members during the quadrennial term re-
sulted in the bapti<m of 249 persons, show-
ing an increase of 93 over the preceding
four-year term. The difference between
the number baptised and the net gain in
membership is accounted for as follows:
21 are now resting in the grave; 19 have
been transferred to other conferences;
and 43 have lost the way and apostatised.

We vow have ten orga iised churches,—
a1 increase of two over the corresponding
period. The apparently small gain of two
is explained by the fact that we have
devoted time to the building up and
strengthening of churches already organ-
ised, thus making, with one exception,
strorg, virile, and well officered churches.
Three new church buildings having been
erected, we have a total of six. When we
remember that fourtecen years ago, at the
organisation of the conference, we had
only three churches with a membership of
172, we are led 10 thank God for His en-
abling grace, making possible such en-
couraging prosperity. The average num-.
ber of woikers for the 1922-1925 period
was 26, while for the past four years 22.75
was the average, Remembering the in-
creases in membership and baptisms, the
encouraging fact is revealed that the per-
centage of efficiency has been consider-
ably greater in the quadrennium just
closed. At December 31, 1929, there were
2 ordained ministers, 3 iicensed ministers,
7 licensed missionaries, I teacher, 7 col-
porteurs, and 2 office workers, totalling
22; 15 were on the pay roll.

Financial

We must place on record our sincere
thanks to the Union Conference and to the
North New Z:aland Conference for their
financial assistance during the years of
struggling to make ends meet and of
striving earnestly to increase our constitu-
ency. The confidence of the brethren has
not been misplaced. We are just begin-
ning to stand on our feet financially ; but
evidence we give herewith shows that,
rightly handled, South New Zealand will
prove to be a strong couference finan-
cially, vielding much for foreign mission-
ary enterprise,

The tithe for the quadrennial period
amounts to £19513. Coming from an
average of 320 tithe-payers, this is quite
remackable, being a per capita tithe for

the four years of £38 3s. 94, and an aver-
age tithe per year per capita of £9
10s. 11744, These per capita figures are
aimost 1dentical with the figures for the
preceding four years. The increase in
tithe, however, amounts to £7,15%, or 58
per cent, which is most encouraging.
But we are somewhat concerned because
only 60 per cent of our constituency are
tithe.payers, This must, by God’s grace,
be improved,

Offerings to Foreign Missions (exclusive
of Appeal, etc.), totalled £7,863 This re-
veals a splendid increase ot £2.692, as
compared with the previous four years.
Then offerings to home missions have
shown a steady growth, amounting in
total to £3 720, which is an increase of
£2277 over the corre-ponding period.
We shall deal later with the Appeal for
Missions, Sabba'h school, and other de-
partmental offerings, but it would be
proper to state here that tithes and offer-
ings from all s.urces for the four years
covered by this report, make the surpris-
ing total of £39984, and give an increase
of £14.173. or 55 per cent above the
previous quadrennium. Almost all de-
partments are responsible for this en-
couraging showing, and we thank God for
a liheral consiituency.

The per capita for all offerings, in 1929,
amounted to £23 I7s. 41 ; and for the
four-vear period the average per capita
was £78 4s. 1I4. While presenting these
general figures, it will be of interest to
note that the present worth of the confer-
ence at the beginning of 1926 was £1,728.
This steadily increased each year, and at
the close of 1929 amounted to £7,481.

Book Department

For the period since our last Union
session, an average of Q.25 colporteurs
laboured faithfully each year in the front
line of service, and a number of splendid
people have been directly won to the mes-
sage, These colporteurs took orders to
the value of £14952. This amount, we
regret, does n-t equal the previous four-
yearly term by £1,387, but the years 1928
and 1929 reveal not only better efficiency
but also increasing sales. We see that,
for the first two years covered by this re-
port, the department made losses amount.
ing to £208, but duriug the remaining two
years profits were made amnunting to
£386, showing a net profit of £178 for the
four years. .

Education Department

We have one thriving church school in
South New Zealand, The enrolment at
the end of 1929 was 45 pupils, made up of
32 Adventists, and I3 non-Adventists.
This school employs one teacher, assisted
by a pupil teacher. A high standard has
been maintained, and the Dominion ex-
aminers have given excellent reports, We
are pleased to sav that a keen interest is
taken in the N.Z. Missionary School at
Longburn, and an increasing number of
students find their way there from South
New Zealand.

Home Missions Department

The importance of this department is
definitely revealed by the fact that a num-
ber of new Sabbath-keepers are with us
to-day who would, in all probability, not
have been reached in any other way. The
Appeal for Missions has been a big factor

in this respect. For the four years under
review £4,572 was gathered for foreign
missions, showing a yearly average of
£2 4s. per member. The campaigns have
been bright, and the aims set have been
reached in the given time. In the Big
Week efforts £500 bas also been gathered.
Good work has been done in the various
lines of endeavour throughout the years,
and much literature has been distributed.
We are planning in the near future to in-
crease the subscriptions to our pioneer
paper, the Signs of the Times.

Sabbath School Deparitment

At December 31, 1929, we had 14 Sab-
bath schools with a membership of 6g8.
Some small schools have been disbanded,
others have been organised, and we show
no gain or loss in the number of schools,
but the increase in membership stands
at 162. Offerings given for the period
total £3 418, the increase being £1,124, or
49 pet ceat. A very live interest is taken
in this department, and we feel that words
are quite inadc quate to express its value
in soul.saving endeavour.

Missionary Volunteer Department

There have been fluctuations in the
number of societies and membership in
the young people’s work during the quad-
rennial term. A decrease in membership
of 36, leaves a to'al 0f 200, The number
of sucieties has increased by two, there
now being eight. Notwithstanding a
decrease in membership, the quantity and
quality of work done has increased. Of-
ferings totalling £373 show a gain of
£142, or 61 per cen:.. Earnest study is
being given to this important branch of
our work, and we look for greater and
more permanent results.

Evangelistic and General

Evangelistic work has been conducted
in the following places : Nelson, Blenheim,
Christcburch, Ashburton, Timaru, Dun-
edin, and Invercargill. All these efforts
have yielded precious fruit. In Nelson a
good work is being done, and we are now
erecting a neat church building there.
The church membership in Blenheim has
been strengthened, also the three churches
in Christchurch. Timaru has yielded a
happy, united chuich, which meets in a
new, becoming church building. In Dun-
edin much patient work has been done, and
under Heaven'’s blessing a strong church
has developed. When a few technicalities
are overcome, work will be proceeded
with in the erection of a representative
church building in this fine city. Year
after year, the city of Invercargill has
produced a harvest, and the seating
capacity of the new church there is being
taxed. For these blessed results, our
heartfelt thanks go out to our Father
whose grace has made all this possible.

The work of the evangelists and col-
porteurs, with that of our office and depart-
mental staffs, has been very closely con.
nected. It has been a great pleasure to
work with such a united, happy, and
devoted band of men and women, and
this has resulted in a general increase of
spirituality among the membership of the
churches. While recognising this, we
realise a greater need for more earnestness
and the deepening of spiritual life. For
this desirable end we humbly dedicate our

lives to God.
H. E. PIPER, President.
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Union Conference

Proceedings
=

Sixth Meeting
Sunday, September 7, 11 a.m.

PASTOR C. H. WATSON occupied the
chair. There was a full delegation present.
Pastor F'. A. Allum read the Scripture les-
son, and Brother A. H. Ferris led in prayer.
The minutes of the filth meeting were read
and adopted.

In response to a general request to re-
duce the retail price of the Signs of the
Times,

Voted, That the Signs Publishing Com-
pany produce the Signs of the Times to re-
tail at 114d. per copy, the yearly and half-
yearly subscription prices being 6s. 6d.
and 3s. 3d. respectively, it being under-
stood that local conferences will forego
the usual 10 per cent discount and will
bear cost of distribution.

It is hoped that all will unite to push the
circulation of this missionary paper.

The Committee on Constitution then
brought in its report, suggesting certain
changes in the local conference and the
Union Conference Counstitutions. These
were adopted, as ngen on page 14 of this

paper,

At 12.15 p.m. the meeting adjourned
until 11 a.m. the following day.

Seventh Meeting
Monday, September 8, 11 a.m,

PASTOR A. H. PIPER occupied the chair,
The hymn, *In the heart of Jesus there is
love for you,"” was sung, and Pastor H,
Rosendah! led in prayer.

The minutes of the sixth meeting were
read and confirmed.

Pastor A. G. Stewart, the Vice-President
for the Island Field, presented his report,
giving an inspirivg survev of our island
mission fleld. Brotber R. E. G. Blair then
reported on behalf of the Tract Society
work. Both these interesting reports are
given in full in the No. 2 Special,

The meeting adjourned at 12.15 p.m,

Eighth Meeting
Monday, September 8, 4 p.m.

WiTH Pastor A. G. Stewart as chair-
man, the meeting opened with singing and
prayer.

Pastor R. E. Hare, assistant secretary
of the Home Missions Department, pre-
sented the Home Missions report, which
showed great all round improvement in
home missionary work,

Pastor W. J. Westerman, the secretary,
presented a verbal supplementary report.

The delegation then listened with much
interest to the report of the colporfeur
work in Australasia, given by Pastor F.
G. Rampton, the Field Missionary Secre-
tary. This report showed that the work
of the department has distinctly improved-
during the last year or two. The report
in full, with the accompanymg graphs,
will be found elsewhere in this paper.

At 5.45 p.m. the meeting adjourned.

Ninth Meeting
Tuesday, September 9, 11 a.m.

PasTOR C. H. Watson was the chair-
man of this meeting. There was a good
attendance on the part of the delegates.
Pastor F. A. Allum offered the opening
prayer, followed by the reading of the
minutes of the seventh and eighth meet-
ings.

The Committee on Nominations sub-
mitted a report, which wss adopted and
will be found under the special section,
“ Nominations.”

Pastor A. W. Anderson, the Religious
Liberty Secretary, then took up the sub-
ject of the world-wide efforts to bring
about a change in the calendar, also draw-
ing our attention to the way in which
Sunday is rapidly becoming the universal
day of rest—even in Turkey, of all coun-
tries. He called on us all to do our ut-
most to preserve. not only our own
liberties, but the liberties of other people
as well.

The President of the South Austrahan
Conference, Pastor § Watson, presented
the report of that conference, which is
given in this issue of the RECORD. Pas-
tor Watson also spoke concerning the
Young People’s Mutual Improvement So-
ciety which has been in that conference
for some time past, and of the success
that has attended the operation of the
society.

At 12,30 pm. the meeting adjourned,
Pastor F. 1.. Sharp pronouncmg the bene-
diction.

Tenth Meeting
Tuesday, September 9, 4 p.m.

PASTOR W. G. TURNER was in the
chair. Following the opening song, Pas-
tor C. H. Watson led the congregalmn in
prayer.

The following recommendations from
the Executive Committee were presented :

‘WHEREAS, becruse of the difficulty exist-
ing in local conferences in meeting local
church expense; and,

‘WHEREAS, also the burden of conference
support for church schools is increasing;
and, further, .

WHEREAS, the conferences have no
other opportunity of appeal for funds to
their membership,

Voted, That those second Sabbath offer-
ings at present paid to the Australasian
Union Conference be diverted for local
conference use, it being understood

1. That in order to recompence the
Australasian Union Conference for thus
releasing the whole of the Foreign Mis-
sion Day offerings for local church and
conference work, the whole of the regular
Sabbath school offermgs without deduc-
tion, be paid to the Union Conference.

2. That all conference presidents, work-
ers, and church officers lend their weight

to strengthening Sabbath school and

young people’s offerings, as these now
constitute the only regular weekly sources
of appeal by the Union Conference to the
churches ; and, further, that they assist in
every Way posstble to stimulate camp and
‘Week of Prayer offerings and to make

. the annual Appeal for Missions campaign

successful,

3. That every right effort be made to
increase the Sabbath school attendance.

4. That in order to ensure for confer-
ences or churches the best results from
this action, no more than one collection
be lifted in any church at the one service.

5. As this action is primarily taken in
order that adequate provision be made to
assist churches in their expense and up-
keep, care shall be taken that a reasonable
number of those offerings shzll be applied
to this purpose ; and that the first charge on
the balance, if any, be for the local con-
ference educational needs.

After the recommendations had been
carefully explained by the chairman,
they were adopted by the delegates.

A partial report from the Committee
on Dsstribution’ was received at this junc-
ture, and adopted. (The full list ot the
work of this commi'tee was given to our
readers in the No. 2 Special )

A final report from the Committee on
Nominations, which was then presented
and adopted, will also be found elsewhere
in the RECORD.

The meeting adjonrned at 5 45 p.mo

Eleventh Meeting
Wednesday, September 10, 11 a.m.

PasS10R A. G. STEWART occupied the
chair. The delegates, who were present
in good numbers, were led in piayer by
Pastor J. Scott Stewart.

The minutes of the ninth and tenth
meetings were read and adopted.

The report of the North N.S. W, Con-
ference was presented by Pastor P, G.
Foster, the president.

A further report from the Committee
on D'stribution of Labour was voted upon
at this meeting.

As this was the last meeting of the Con-
ference at which Pastor C. H. Watson
would be present, Pastor W. G. Turner
and a nomber of the delegatesspoke words
of farewell to him, After Pastor Watson
had feelingly replied and expressed his
sorrow at leaving so many friends, we
sang, “ God Be With You Till We Meet
Again,” and Pastor Robt, Hare led us in
praver, committing our Brother Watson
and his wife to God’s care as they cross
the deep and take up their work in
America.

At 12.20 p.m. the meeting adjsurned.

Twelfth Mecting
Wednesday, September 10, 4 p.m.

PAsSTOR W, G. TURNER was in the
chair. The delegatious were well repre-
rented. Pastor R. E. Hare led in prayer,

The Manager of the Signs Publishing
Company, Brother W. O. Johanson, pre-
sented his report, which was illustrated by
lantern slides. This report will be found
in this issue of the RECOKD.

The Secretarv of the Health Food De-
partment, Brother G. T. Chapman, pre-
sented a report of the Sanitarium Health
Food Company, which showed the im-
portant place of thxs agency in the woik
of the message.

At 6 p.m. the meeting adjourned.
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Thirteenth Meeting

Thursday, September 11, 11 a.m.

PASTOR A. G. STEWART was in the
chair. Following the reading of the
minutes of the eleventh and twelfth meet-
ings, the Committee on Credentials and
Licenses presented its report. After be.
ing read, this was referred back to the
committee,

The President of the South New Zea-
land Conference, Pastor H. E. Piper, pre-
sented his report for that field. This is
being published in the RECORD. The re-
port was ilustrated with graphs which
showed encouraging progress and results
in that portion of the Duminion,

A further partial report of distribution
of labour was adopted, and the meeting
adjourned at 12.15 p.m.

Fourteenth meeting

Thursday, September 11, 4 p.m.

Chairman: Pastor W. J. Westerman.
Prayer was oflered by Pastor Robert
Hare. .

Brother J. L. Branford, chaplain of the
Monamona Mission for Aborigines, pre-
sented an encouraging report of that Mis.
sion. Many iaspiring incidents were re-
lated.

The report of the Committee on Cre-
dentials and Licenses, referred back by
the morning session, was presented by
Pastor A. G Stewart, who stated that the
committee had decided to withhold the
section of the repart relative to oidina«
tion and minsterial credentials, The
rest of the report was +dopted.

The Committee on Plans presented the
following partial report which was
adopted :

WHEREAS, the Union Conference head-
quarters staff has largely outgrown the
accommodation provided at Wahroonga,
and,

WHEREAS, the efficiency of the staff is
thus largely diminished,

Voied, That the work of erecting a new
Union Conference administration building
at Wahroonga be proceeded with at the
earliest poss:ble moment.

It was voted that a list of eleven items,
as enumerated, be referred to the Union
Conference Committee.

The President explained that the items
had been discussed by the Committee on
Plans, but it was recognised that they
were matters which should be dealt with
by the Executive Committee.

The President of the Queensland Con-
ference presented the report of that field.

The Superintendent of the North
Queensland Mission reported for the year
1929. The President of the Victorian
Conference, Pastor G. G. Stewart, re-
ported for that conference. These re-
ports will be found elsewhere in this
issue.

The meeting adjourned at 5.30 p.m.,
Pastor A. W. Knight dismissing with
prayer.

Fifteenth Meeting
Friday, September 12, 11 a,m.

PASTOR W. G, Tarner was in the chair,
The delegation was not quite so well repre-
as,in the previous mestings of the session.

The minutes of the thirteenth and four-
teenth meetings were read by Brother R, H.
Adair,

The Committee on Plans and Recom-
mendations submitted the following final
report, which was adopted :

INASMUCH as the ministry is the highest
and most holy calling of God, therefore,

Voted. Tht the greatest care be exercised
hy Committees on Credentials and Licenses
in the granting of ministerial and all other
licenses, baving respect to the work to which
the worker is called.

WHEREAS, there are so many evidences
of the leadership of God in the wonderful
progress of the work in ounferences, mis-
sion fi=lds, and institutions of the Union
Conference,

Voted, That we place on record our heart-
felt apprecintion for the manifold blessings
and help of the Lord which we bave experi-
enced in the execution of His work during
the guadrennium. And, furthermore, in
congideration of the fact that we bave at-
rived at the particular time when the work
of God is to be guickly finished,

Voted, That we rededicate our lives to His
gervice, determining by His grace to be used
to the utmost by Him in finalising God's
great programme for the redemption of
hamanity, responding to the call with tbat
intensity of purpose which the lateness of
the hour demands.

The delegation responded to the foregoing
resolution by a season of prayer led by
Pastors A. W, Anderson, C. M. Snow, and
E 8. Buiz, and the singing of the Doxology.

The final report of the Committee on
D stribhution was received and adopted.
Other names will be considered by the
Hixecutive C mmittes.

Pastor A. W. Anderson reported for the
Pres+ Bureau work, and urged that more
of our people write for the newspapers.

Voted, That we express to the Melbourne
newspapers our appreciation of the pablicity
given thix quadrennial session of the Aus-
tralagian Union Confereuce of Seventh-day
Adventists.

Pastor N. H Faulkner presented the re-
port of the Missionary Voluuteer Depart-
ment, .

By a chart of a series of fountains, the
greatly increased volume of missionary
work now pouring forth from the Mission-
ary Voluuseer Societies was forcibly illus-
trated. Auother illustration of a young
man with his books entering the door of
opportunity, showed, with smaller repre-
sentations, the increased number taking
part in the spacial lines of study promoted
by the Missionary Volunteer Dspartment.

At 12 45 p.m. the meeting adjrurned
until 11 a.m. on Sunday, September 14.

Sixteenth Meeting
Sunday, September 14, 11 a.m.

THE closing meeting of the Conference
session “was held Sunday morning, Sep-
tember 14, with Pastor W.G. Turner in
the chair, and a fairly good attend -nce of
delegates. Prayer was offered by Pastor
W. J. Westerman.

Pastor N. H. Faulkner presented the re-
port ot the Educational Department,
which is found on another page of this
paper.

An interesting report of the Medical
Department was then given by Dr. T. A
Sherwin, followed by conference reports
from South New South Wales, Tasmaria,
and West Australia. OQur readers will
find each of these in the RECORD.

As time did not permit the presentation
of a number of other reports which had
been prepared concerning the work in
various fields, it was voted by the delega-
tion that these be printed in the RECORD.

It was moved that a vote of thanks be
passed to the Central Hall keeper, Mr. T.
Shambrook, who throughout the session
had done everything possible to help in
providing accommodation for the many
meetings, large and small, held in con-
nection with the session. The following
were thanked for lending office furniture
and equipment: the Victorian Confer-
ence, Stott and Hoare’s, Chartres Limited,
and Peacock Brothers., Votes of thanks
were also extended to Brethren G, G.
Stewart, J. S. Sandeman, and J. C. Cor-
nell for the part they had played in car-
ing for the interests of the delegates. A
resolution of appreciation was also passed
to Dr. Sherwin and Nurse Dorothy Chap-
man for their kind and thoughtful at-
tentions ; and to the housemaid and her
staff at “ The Victoria” for their atten-
tion to the needs of the delegation; also
to the Melbourne Café staff for its ser-
vices and unfailing courtesy in trying to
meet the needs of all the delegates as
they dined at the café.

Pastor W. J. Smith moved a vote of
thanks to the Secretary of the Conference,
Pastor A, H. Piper, for theloving, thought-
ful planning for the comfort of the dele-
gates, not only in the hall but also in “ The
Victoria,” where most of the delegates
lived during the currency of the session,

At 12. 45 the session adjourned sine die.

———————
CREDENTIALS and LICENSES

Voted, That the following persons re-
ceive Credentials and Licenses:

Home Field

Ministerial Credentials : F. A. Allum,
A. W. Anderson, A C. Chesson, N. H.
Faulkner, W. J. Gilson, Robt. Hare, A. W.
Knight, A. F. J. Kranz, H. K. Martin, A.
H. Piper, E. Rosendahl], C. M. Snow, A. E.
Speck, A. G. Stewart, W. G, Turner, P.
B. Rudge, W. J. Westerman.

Voted, That T. R. Kent and W. Morris
be ordained and granted credentials.

Ministerial License: C. V. Bell, R. E.
G. Blair, G. F. Bohringer, G. A. Brand-
stater, G. T. Chapman, Wm. Chapman, G.
S. Fisher, A. M. Fraser, G. H. Greenaway,
T. W. Hammond, Dr. C. W. Harrison,
Dr. W. H. James, W. Q. Johanson, A.
Judge, A L. King, A. G. Miller, A. G.
Minchin, E. L. Minchin, J. J. Potter, C.
H. Pretyman. C H. Schowe, Dr. T. A.
Sherwin, H. Sprengel, H. Stacey, S. V.
Stratford.

Missionary License: G. E. Adair, R.
H. Adair, H J Baron, C. J. Boulting,
T. N Bush, F. E Butler, L. A. Butler,
Miss E. M Cooper, A. W. Dawson, T.
J. Dowling, C. C. Forsyth, R. R. Good-

'ing, H. J. Halliday, Mrs. A. L. Hind-

son, H. C. Jacaobson, A. G. Jacobson, B. O.
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Johanson, A. E. Magnusson, Mrs. E.
Meyers, H. E. Mills, J. H. Mills, H. C.
Moseley, G. E. Salisbury, J. S. Sandeman,
W. T. Smith, H. Stockton, Mrs. P. B.
Rudge, Geo. Thomson, C. W. Tinworth,
Mrs. L. L. Ulrich, C. Ulrich, R. L. Wright.

Medical Missionary License : Miss D.
Chapman, R. G. L. Cooper, Miss L.
Daughtrey, Miss 1. Dowling, Miss F.
Delaney, Miss V. Fraser, H. J. Franks,
Mrs. H. J., Franks, Dr. M. M. Freeman, H.
J. Gibson, Dr. G. A, Hardwicke, O. V.
Hellestrand, Miss F. Kringle, Miss J.
McCullough, Dr. D. 1. Mills, L. G. Munro,
J. Newman, Mrs J. Newman, J. L. Simp-
son, Dr. E. 8. Richards, Miss C. Russell,
Miss E. Scarfe, Mrs. E. M. Shannan, Miss
M. Speck, R. A. Thomson, R. E. Wood,
Miss R. Zeininger.

Teacher’s License : Miss E. Clarke, H.
W. Adrian, Mrs. E. E. Faulkhead, R. W.
Johnson, Mrs. H. K. Martin, Miss M.
McNair, Miss A. Risbey, Mrs. C. H.
Schowe, B. H. Schwartzkopf, Mrs. B. H.
Schwartzkopf, Miss A. L. Shakspeare,
Miss A. Stirling, R. B. Watts, Mrs. R. B.
Watts, Mys. M. V. White, Miss G. Young.

Mission Field

Ministerial Credentials : G. Branster,
N. C. Burns, S. W. Carr, J. R. James, G.
F. Jones, W. N. Lock, F. E. Lyndon, H.
R. Martin, D, Nicholson, C. H. Parker, G.
Peacock, E. B. Rudge, W, D. Smith, G. L.
Sterling, H. L. Tothurst, R. H. Tutty,
H. B. P. Wicks.

Ministerial Licenmse: M. R. Adams,
J. D. Anderson, A. S. Atkins, Apeti
Dawai, A. R. Barrett, L. A, Borgas, J. L.
Branford, W. O. Broad, A. J. Campbell,
A. H. Ferris, N. A, Ferris, D. H. Gray,
B. E. Hadfield, C. J. Howell, W. T.
Hooper, R. W. Lane, C. M. Lee, G. M.
Masters, G. McLaren, Maika Dauniika,
C. E. Mitchell, A. F. Purker, R. Reye,
H. R. Steed, J. F. Strange, A. H, Weil.

Missionary License: Mrs. M. R.
Adams, Mrs. J. D. Anderson, Mrs. A. S,
Atkins, H. E. Barham, Mrs. H. E, Bar-
ham, Mrs. A. R, Barret, Beaua Isileli, Mrs.
L. A. Borgas. Mrs. J. L. Branford, Mrs. G.
Branster, Mrs, W, O. Broad, Mrs. A. J.
Campbell, Mrs. S. W. Carr, Mrs. A. H.
Ferris, Mrs. N. A. Ferris, Mrs. D. H.
Gray, Mrs. B E. Hadfield, Havea Sila,
Mrs. A. G. Head, Mrs. C. J. Howell, Mrs
J. R. James, Mrs. G. F. Jones, Mrs. R, W.
Lane, Mrs. F. Lang, Mrs. C. M. Lee, W,
R Litster, Mrs. W, R. Litster, Mrs. W.
N. Lock, Mrs. F. E. Lyndon, Mrs. G.
M. Masters, Mrs. H. R, Martin, Mrs,
G. McLaren, H. Miils, Mrs. H. Miils,
W. J. Mill, Mrs. W. J. Mills, Mrs. C.
E. Mitchell, James Moala, Mrs. D. Nichol-
son, Mrs. C. H. Parker, Mrs. G. Pea-
cock, J. C. Radley, Mrs. J. C. Radley,
Mrs, R. Reye, Mrs. E. B. Rudge, Mrs. W.
D. Smith, Mrs. H. R. Steed, Mrs. G. L.
Sterling, Mrs. J. F. Strange, Tauraki,
Mrs. H. L. Tolhurst, Miss E. Totenhofer,
Mrys. R. H. Tutty, Mrs. A. H. Weil, Mrs,
H. B. P. Wicks, Mrs A. Wiles, Joni
Taliauli (Honorary), Mrs. H. Rowlands,
Mrs. W. T. Hooper.

Teacher’s License: Mrs. N. C. Burns,
Miss E. E. Edwards, F. Lang.

All other names were referred to the
Union Conference Executive Committee.

REVISIONS OF THE CONSTI-
TUTIONS
TuEe Committee on Constitution brought

in the following report, which was
adopted.

Voted, That our local conference Con-

stitutions be amended in order to provide
for the appointment of Nominating Com-
mittees as follows:

(a) That each and every local church
delegation shall meet separately and as
soon as praciicable after the opening of
the conference session, and appoint one
representative from each church to act
upon a selection committee which shall
appoint 2 Nominating Committee. Dele-
gates at large attending the conference
shall meet with their respective church’s
delegation.

(b} These representatives of churches
shall be called together by the Union Con-
ference delegate appointed for this pur-
pose by the Union Conference Committee
or Union Conference Officers; and the
said representatives of churches, together
with the said Union Conference delegate,
shall then proceed to appoint the Com-
mittee on Nominations.

(c) The committee thus appointed,
after being announced to the delegates
present, shall then function in the usual
way, it being understood that the said
Union Conference delegate shall be chair-
man of the Nominating Committee.

Voied, That the following changes be
made in the Union Conference Constitu.
tion:

1. That Article 5, Section 1, be amended
to read as follows:

The Executive Committee shall consist
of the president, the vice-presidents, the
secretary, the treasurer, the assistant
treasurer, the field secretaries, the presi-
dents of local conferences and superinten-
dents of organised missionfields comprised
in this Union Conference, the secretaries
in charge of the organised departments of
the Conference, together with the respec-
tive assistant secretaries of the said
departments, namely, the Home Missions,
Medical, Educational, Sabbath School,
Missionary Volunteer, Field Missionary,
Religious Liberty, and Health Food
Departments, and any other departments
which may be duly organised ; the general
manager and the treasurer respectively of
the Australasian Conference Association
Limited, the manager of the Signs Publish-
ing Co., thd editor of the Signs of the
Times, the medical superintendent of the
Sydney Sanitarium, the manager of the
Sydney Sanitarium, the manager of the
Australasian Missionary College, the prin-
cipals of the New Zealand Missionary
School and the West Australian Mission-
ary School, the manager of the Avondale

Industries, and other persons not less than '

two nor more than seven.

2. That Article 7, Section 4, be amended
to read as follows:

The vice-presidents shall assist the
president in the general supervision of
the work within this Conference, either at
the president’s request or by instruction
of the Executive Committee ; and when-
ever circumstances arise which prevent
the president from fulfilling his duties, one

of the vice-presidents shall discharge the
same.

The vice-president for the island mis-
sion field shall devote his time to the
interests of the missionary work in the
island mission field.

3. That Article 7, Section 8, be amended
to read as follows:

Field Secretaries and Departmental
Secretaries

The field secretaries, the departmental
secretaries, and associate or assistant
secretaries elected by this Conference,
shall work under the direction of the
Executive Committee or the President,
and shall occupy an advisory relation to
the field.

4. That Article 14, Section 1, Clause (d),
be amended to read as follows:

That the words “ The superintendents
of duly organised missions” be added
after the words, ¢ The presidents of local
conferences.”

NOMINATIONS

Principal Australasian Branch Fire-
side Correspondence School ;: C. V. Bell.

Australasian Union Conference Book
Committee : A. H. Piper, Editor of the
Signs of the Times, A. W. Anderson,
Uuion Conterence Field Missionary Sec-
retary, Manager Signs Publishing Co.

Faculties

Sydney Sanitarium : Medical Superin-
tendent, Manager, Matron, Chaplain, Dr.
T. A Sherwin, Dr. M. M, Frecman, Dr
D. 1 Mills, R G. L. Cooper, J. L. Simpson,
Mrs. E. M. Shannan.

Australasian Missionary College :
Principal and Manager, H. K. Martin;
Bible Teacher, A. F. J. Kranz; History
and Language, C. H. Schowe ; Business
and Accountant, L. A. Butler; Assistant
Business Department, A, E, Miller; Pre-
ceptor, Art, B. H. Schwartzkopf ; Normal
Director, G. H. Greenaway ; Woodwork,
Bible, H. Sprengel ; Music, R. W. Johnson;
Avondale Industries, G. S. Fisher; Pre-
ceptress, Mathematics, Miss M. Young;
Domestic Science, Mrs. C. H. Schowe;
Expression, Mrs. B. H. Schwartzkopf;
English, Miss M. Ching; Farm Manager,
G. F. B. Bohringer; Matron, Mrs. M., V.
White,

Primary School : Head Teacher, Miss
M. Dawkins ; Grades 1-3, Miss D). Ashton;
Grades 7 and 8, H. O’Hara.

Australasian Branch Fireside Corre-
spondence School : College Board and
C. V. Bell. :

West Australian Missionary School :
Principal and Manager, A.- E. Speck;
Farm Manager, Wm. Chapman; Precep-
tor, R. B. Watts ; Music, Mrs R. B. Watts;
Preceptress, Miss M. McNair ; Basketry,
Miss ¢I. Boyd; Commercial, Miss E. A.
Durrant; Accountant, Miss A. Risbey;
Matron, Miss E, M. Cooper.

Boards of Management

Australasian Conference Association
Ltd: . W. Hammond, A. H. Piper, A.
G. Stewart, W. J. Westerman, A. W.
Anderson, H. K. Martin, W. O. Johanson,
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honmans

G. 8. Fisher, H. E, -Piper, E. Rosendahl,

. G. Turner, [. A. Snerwin, G, T.
Chapman, E. B Rudge, H. A. Hill, P. G.
Foster, ] J. Potter, W. J. Gilson, G. E.
Adair, R. H. Adair, C. M. Snow, L. D. A.
Lemke, Mrs. A. L. Hindson, G. G.
Stewart, C. H. Paiker, S. L. Patching, F.
G. Rampton, G. Peacock, R. E. Hare,
E. H. Guilliard.

General Board Sanitarium Health
Food Co. : General Mauager A.C A, Ltd,
President Uasion Conference, Sccretary
Health Food Department, Manager Avon-
dale Industries, Treasarer Union Confer-

ence, Secretary Union Conference, G. E..

Adair, and Chairmen of Local Boards.

Australasian Missionary College:
President Auscralasiau Uaton Cutitcteuce,
Principal Aastralasian Missionary College,
Manager Avondale Industries, Treasurer
Uaion Conterence, Secretary Uuion Cone
fereuce, Union Conference Educational
Secretary, Bible Teacher Australasian
Missionary College, President North
N.S.W. Conference, A, G. Stewart, W, J.
Westerman.

Avondale Industries : General Mana-
ger A.C.A. Lid, President Union Con-
ference, Manager Avondale Injustries,
Principal Australasian Missionary College,
Secretaty Health Food Department, Presi-
dent North N.S.W. Conference, G. E,
Adair.

Sydney Sanitarium : President U :ion
Conrerence, Manag:r dydney Sanitarium,
Medical Superintendent of Sanitarium,
General Manager A.C.A. Ltd,, President
South N.S W. Conterence, Treasurer
Uaion Conference, Sccretary Union Con-
terence, Manager Avondaie Indusiries,
Union Conterence Medical Secretary,
R H. Adair.

Warburton Sanitarium: Manager
Signs Puvlishi- g Co., Manager Warbur-
ton Sanitarium, Manager Warburton
Health Food Factory, President Victorian
Conference, General Manager A.C.A, Ltd,
Dr. E. S. Richards, Dr. W. H. James, C.
M. Snow.

Signs Publishing Co. : Manager Signs
Publisning Co., Piestuent Union Confer-
ennce, Manager Warburton Health Food
Factory, President Victorian Conference,
Uaion Conference Field Missionarv Secre-
tary, Uaion Conference Home Missious
Secretary, Secretary Heaith Food Depart-
meant, Geueral Manager A.C.A. Lid.,
Editor of Signs, A.G. Miller, E. Parkinson,
H. J. Franks.

New Zealand Missionary School:
President North New Zealand Conter-
ence, President South New Zcaland Con-
ference, Principal of School, W, J. Rich-

" ards, G. F. Wright, C. S. Palmer, H. J.
Halliday.

West Australian Missionary School :
President West Australian Coaterence,
Principal of School. G. W. Spencer, A. J.
Turnper, G, H. Palmateer.

Health Food Department Boards

New Zealand Central Board : Presi-
of the South New Zcataud Conference,
President of the Norin New Zealand Con-
ference, General Managcr of the Austral-
asian Conference Association Limited,
Secretary of the Health Food Department,
Assgistant Secretary for the Department,

Assistant Secretary for New Zealand,
Manager of the Christchurch Factory,
Manager of the Auckland Factory, S. H.
Amyes, J. Jones of Hastings, N.Z.

Christchurch Factory : President of the
South New Zealand Coaference, General
Manager of the Australasian Conference
Association Limited, Secretary of the
Health Food Department, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Health Food Department,
Assistant Secretary for New Zealand,
Manager of each factory, Manager of the
Wellington Branch, Manager of the Dun-
edin Branch, S, H. Amyes, A, S. Herbert,
H.T. Howse.

Warburton Factory : President of the
Victortan Conterence, General Manager
of the Austialasian Conference Associa-
tion Limited, Secretary of the Health
Food Department, Assistant Sccretary of
the Health Food Department, Manager of
the Warburton Factory, Manager of the
Signs Publishing Company, Manager of
the Windsor Depot, Manager of the Mel-
bourne Caié. . :

Sydney Grain Products : General Man-
ager of ihe Australasiau Conference As-
sociation Limited, Secretary of the Health
Food Depar.ment, Assistant Secretary of
the Heaith Food D:partment, Manager of
the Grain Products Factory, 5. S. Fisher,
R. E. Hare, Manager of Sydney Depot,
A. H. Piper. ’

Christchurch Grain Products: The
same as tne Board of the Chrisichurch
Factory.

Auckland Grain Produets : President
of the Nirih New Zcaiand Conference,
General Manager of the Australasian Con-
ference Association Limited, Secretary of
the Health Food D partment, Assistant
Sccretary of the Health Food Department,
Assistant decretary for New Zealand,
Manager of the Auckiand Branch, Man-
aver «f the Auckland Grain Products
Factory, W. J. Smith, F, J. Peatce, P.
Glockler.

Sydney Depot : President of the South
N.>.W. Cuntcience, General Manager of
the Australasian Conference Association
Limited, Sccretary of the Health Food
Department, Assistant Secre'ary of the
Health Fool Department, Manager of
the Distributing Depot, Manager of the
Sydney Brauch, G. S. Fisher, A. H. Piper.

Windsor Depot, Melbourne : President
of the Victoitan Conference, General
Manager of the Australasian Conference
Association Limited, Secretary of the
Health Food Department, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Health Food Department,
Manager of the Melbourne Bianch, Mana-
ger of the Windsor Distributing Depot,
W. O. Johanson, 1. N. Bush.

Melbourne Branch: President of the
Victorian Conference, General Manager of
the Australasian Conference Association
Limited, Secretary of the Health Food
Department, Assistant Secretary of the
Healih Food Department, Manager of the
Branch, Manager of the Windsor Depot,
W. O. Johanson, T, N. Bush.

Brisbane Branch: President of the
Queensiand Conterence, General Manager
of the Australasian Conference Associa-
Limited, Secretary of the Health Food
Department, Assistant Secretary of the

Health Food Department, Manager of the
Branch, R. Milne, W, McFadyen.

Adelaide Branch: President of the
South Australian Conference, General
Manager of the Australasian Conference
Association Limited, Secretary of the
Health Food Department, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Health Food Department,
Manager of the Branch, L. Johnson, W,
C. Were,

Perth Branch : President of the West
Ausiraliaus Conference, General Manager
of the Australasian Conference Associa-
tion Limiied, Secretary of the Health
Food Department, Assistant Secretary of
the Health Food Department, Manager of
the Branch, Principal of the West Aus-
tralian Missionary School, H. Ward.

Hobart Branch : President of the Tas-
mamnian Conference, General Manager of
the Australasian Conference Asst.ciation
Limited, Secretary of the Health Food
Decpariment, Assistant Secretary ot the
Health Food Department, Manager of
:)he Branch, A. W, Roberts, E. P. Fehl-

erg.,

Sydney Branch: President of the South
N.S.W. Conference, General Manager of
the Australasian Couference Association
Limited, Secretary of the Health Food
Decpartment, Assistant Secretary of the
Health Food D_partment, Manager of the
Branch, Manager of the Depot, G. S.
Fisher, A. H. Piper.

Duanedin Branch: President of the
Souain N.Z. Conference, General Manager
of the Australasian Conference Association
Limited, Secretary of the Heaith Food
Department, Assistant Secretary of the
Health Food D.partment, Assistant Sec-
retary for New Zealand, Maunager of each
factory, Manager of the Wellington
Branch, Manager of the Branch, S, H.
Amyes, A. S, Herbert, H. T. Hosse.

Wellington Branch: President of the
North N.Z. Conference, General Manager
of the Ausiralasian Conference Association
Limited, Secretasy of the Health Food
Department, Assistant Secreiary of the
Health Food Department, Manager of
the Branch, Assistant Secretary for New
Zealand, Manager of each factory, Mana-
ger of 1the Dunedin Branch, S. H. Amyes,
A. S. Herbert, H, T. Howse.

Christchurch Branch : President of the
South N.Z. Couteieace, General Manager
of the Australasian Conference Associa-
tion Limited, Secretary of the Health
Food Department, Assistant Secretary of
the Health Food Department, Manager of
the Branch, Assistant Secretary for New
Zealand, Manager of each factory, Man-
ager of the Wellington Branch, Manager
of the Dunedin Branch, Manager of the
Branch, S. H. Amyes, A. S. Herbert, H. T.
Howse.

Auckland Branch : President of the
North N.Z. Conterence, General Manager
of the Australasian Conference Associa-
tion Limited, Secretary of the Health
Food Department, Assistant Secretary of
the Health Food Department, Assistant
Secretary for New Zealand, Manager of
the Auckland Grain Products Factory,
Manager of the Branch, W. J. Smith, F.
J. Peatce, P. Glockler.

Cerix Factory : General Manager of
the Australasian Conference Association
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Limited, Secretary of the Health Food
Department, Assistant Secretary of the
Health Food Department, Manager of the
Cerix Factory, G. S. Fisher, R. E. Hare,
Manager of Sydney Depot, A. H. Piper.

——————

THE WORLD-WIDE
PROGRESS OF THE MESSAGE

Sunday Night, September 7

A VERY wnspirational address was that
given by Pastor A. G. Stewart on Sunday
evening, September 7, accompanied by
lantern slides and films to demonstrate
that God is sending a message into all the
world, and that this message is accom-
plishing a mighty work for Him. He
based his remarks upon a historical
statement made concerning the work of
John the Baptist. He was a special mes-
senger sent from God to prepare a people
to meet their God. He claimed that if
God did that to prepare the way and the
people for the first advent of the Saviour,
it was only reasonable to conclude that
He would have His messenger or mes-
sengers preparing the way and the people
for the second advent of our Lord. He
contended that God had such a people
doing such a work at the present time.

Christ’s evidence to John that He
was the One that was to come in fulfil-
ment of his preaching was the evidence
of the work that He was doing. Now
what our ears hear and our eyes see of
the results of this work in all the earth
should be enough to convince us that this
message is of God, and that it is doing the
work it ought to be doing in the earth at
the present time.

As we looked on the screen and saw
the faces of those who had been won to
the message from the different parts of
the world, saw the results of the wonder-
ful work which God is doing through this
people among the many languages and
peoples of earth, we were, if possible,
motre certain than ever that the work
committed to us of God is now accom-
plishing His finishing work in the earth.
This message is creating a clean people
wherever it goes, an abstemious people, a
people who are seeking to obey God and
render to God His own. That, he said,
was the purpose of this conference and
of every sermon preached by this people
in all the countries of the world.

The speaker declared that there was no
other denomination in the world that
even claimed to be giving the message
found in the fourteenth chapter of Reve-
lation ; but we do claim to be giving it,
and giving it in all lands among all peo-
ples from the least intelligent to the most
enlightened, and everywhere it is calling
out a people who are preparing to meet
their God. The speaker gave evidences
that this message is a unifying mes-
sage; it brings people together who be-
fore would not meet on common ground,
and makes of them one people, and it
makes them a clean pecple.

Pastor Stewart spoke enthusiastically
of the wonderful reception which the
General Conference delegates received in
the city of San Francisco, and especially
of the warm welcome accorded to the
delegates from Fiji.

The spsaker also paid a tribute to the
attitude of this people toward the Word
of God, declaring that we are 100 per
cent Fundamentalists, and have been ever
since the beginning of this work. Now,
in the strength and power of that Word,
this message is going to the world in 384
different languages, adding a new lan-
guage (in 1928) every five and one-half
days. We circulated literature during
the last ten years to the amount of
£9,000,000, and during the last year, more
than £1,000,000 Moreover, there are
now ‘about 90,000 of our children and
young people receiving in our ownschools
an education and a preparation for the
carrging forward of this work in the
earth.

So with these evidences we were more
than ever impressed with the fact that
God is indeed at the present time doing
a work that is preparing a people to meet
their God. Brother Stewart then urged
all present to give their lives and efforts
to this work and be ready to meet our
Lord when He comes.

C. M. Snow.

[ S

Devotional Meeting

AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST
Monday, September 8

A GOOD gathering of the delegates
assembled at the early morning meeting
when Pastor H. E. Piper gave a helpful
and appealing study on the subject, “ Am-
bassadors for Christ.”

Reminding his hearersthat we are living
in solemn days, with wickedness abound-
ing on every side, and with the conditions
portrayed in the Word of God regarding
the last days present with us in a marked
way, Pastor Piper declared that there
must be a clearer line of demarcation be-
tween the child of God and the worldling.
Particularly as workers for God we must
not allow the evil influences of the world
to contaminate us.

The speaker then directed our attention
to the text upon which he based his study,
2 Cor. 5: 20, where we read: “Now then
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God did beseech you by us: we pray you

- in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”

Pastor Piper declared that ambassador-
ship among the nations pales into insig-
nificance when compared with the high
and holy caliing of a worker for God.

Our attention was directed to verse 14
of this same chapter, where the great rea-
son for our ambassadorshipis stated: “For
the love of Christ constraineth us; because
we thus judge, that if one died for all, then
were all dead.” Only as the love of Christ
(“ pre-eminent devotion to others”) con-
strains us (“bears us away with itself”’)
can we be true ambassadors for Christ.

Christ Himself was the greatest ambas-
sador the world has ever known. He
came to do the will of His Father who had
sent Him, and a wonderful relationship
existed between them. Even in His early
life He manifested the true spirit of am-
bassadorship. In “The Des:re of Ages”
we are told:

“Jesus worked to relieve every case of
suffering that' He saw. He had little

money to give, but He often denied Him-
self of food in order to relieve those who
appeared more needy than He. His
brothers felt that His influence went far
to counteract theirs. He possessed a tact
which none of them had, or desired to
have. When they spoke harshly to poor,
degraded beings, Jesus sought out these
very ones, and spoke to them words of en-
couragement. To those who were in need
He would give a cup of cold water, and
would quietly place His own meal in their
hands. As He relieved their sufferings,
the truths He taught were associated with
His acts of mercy, and were thus riveted
in the memory.”—Pages 86,87. The same
spirit must be in every ambassador for
Christ.

Attention was then directed to John
12: 10-22, where we have the record of
certain Greeks coming to one of the dis-
ciples with the request, “Sir, we would
see Jesus.” Verses 23-26 give Jesus’ re-
markable reply in which he declared, “Ex-
cept a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit.” In these
words Christ announced the fact of the
need of His death that the world’s great
harvest of souls might be brought forth.
So our hour has come for us to give our-
selves fully to God’s work, to cast our
lives into the furrow of the world’s need.
A helpful comment on this thought is
given in “7The Desire of Ages” on page
623, where we are told that it was only by
yielding up His life that Christ could im-
part life to humanity. “Only by falling
into the ground to die could He become
the seed of that vast harvest—the great
multitude that out of every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people, are re-
deemed to God.” So it must be with us.
“All who would bring forth fruit as work-
ers together with Christ, must fall into the
ground and die. The life must be cast
into the furrow of the world’s need.”

Referring again to his text, the speaker
stated that the work of the ambassador
for Christ is a work of reconciliation.
There is a great chasm between God and
sinful man, and the ambassador for
Christ stands between as a reconciler.
Ephesians 2: 14-18 was then quoted, show-
ing that it is through the work of Christ
that reconciliation is made possible.

In concluding, Pastor Piper referred to
John 12 : 26, where assurance is given of
the reward of the faithful ambassador: “If
any man serve Me, let Him follow Me;
and where I am, there shall also My serv-
ant be: if any man serve Me, him will My
Father honour.,” “All who have borne
with Jesus the cross of sacrifice, will be
sharers with Him of His glory. It was
the joy of Christ in His humiliation and
pain, that His disciples should be glorified
with Him. They are the fruit of His self-
sacrifice. The outworking in them of His
own character and spirit is His reward,
and will be His joy throughout eternity.
This joy they share with Him, as the fruit
of their labour and sacrifice is seen in
other hearts and lives.”—* The Desire of
Ages,”’ page 624.

Following the study a2 number of earn-
est testimonies were given, expressing the
desire and determination to be faithful
ambassadors for Christ.

A, M. FRASER.
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HOME MIISSIONS DEPARTMENT

I® tha latend power in our laity eould be aroused,
this gospel of the kingdom would soon be carried to the
world. It is for this object that the Home Missions
Department has been organised. Try to visualise the
tremendous soul-saving possibilities, if the 11,354 rank
and file of our movement here in this great Division
could all be linked up in service.  But over 50 per cent
of our memhers are still standing idle in the market
place. One of the most important tasks facing us in the
future, as leaders, is to bring all to work in the Master’s
vineyard.

It is impossible for us to give anything like a true
raport of what hag been done during the past quad-
rennial period. Eternity alone will reveal what harvest
has come from the patient, persevering effort and seed
sowing, very often in the face of fremendous difficulty
and at much personal inconvenience. @ We feel that to
say Thank you, as we do from the bottom of our hearts,
is but a feeble attempt to compensate you for this loyal
serviee. :

In the report given hy our late Brother H. C. White
at the last session, he stated that among the many
difficulties that had faced the department during the
period under review, was the fact that four years had
seen four different gecretaries heading up the work. We
have not had that difficulty to contend with, and we
helieve that the sustained leadership of the past term
has had much to do with our progress.

A retrospective glance over the reports of the past
four years gives us much to encourage. We will not
attempt to weary you with an exhaustive resumé of the
work done, hut will select a foew of the principal items as
an indication of our progress. As a basis of comparison
we shall give you the figures for the quadrennial period
1922-1925 as well as for 1926-1929.

Work Done 1922-192§ 1926-1929  Increase
Bible Readings 53,146 99,016 45,870
Hours C. Help Work 388,918 449,026 110,108
Treatments 22,199 63,377 41,178
Papers, books, mag. 1,625,607 2,116,894 591,287
Tracts 659,830 1,114,972 455,142
Letters Written 70,345 86,647 16,302
Souls Won 8 394 386

The steady progress shown in these figures ftells us
a wonderful story of the careful organisation of each
conference within this Division, and. the painstaking
effort put forth by our noble band of home missions
secrataries. The most gratifying feature shown in these
figures is the growth in the number reporting, and while
we feel sure that the totals are not by any means com-
plete, we are confident that this improvement will
continue.

We regret that we cannot give a very complete
report for 1926, but during this time the whole reporting
system was being re-cast, and it was not until the
third quarter of 1927 that we hegan to feel the benefit
of the change.  The average number of those reporting
for 1926 was only 109. This had grown in 1927 to
1,519, in 1928 to 3,867, while 1929 showed an average
of 5,080. Wae began the quadrennial term with 1.1 per
cent of our membership reporting. During 1947 the
percentage was 15. Progress continued, and 1928 re-
vealed an average of 87 per cent reporting, while for

Fome TG iosion Wadh

PERCEN TAGE OF MEMBERS REPORTING

1009

MEMBERSHIP
YEARLY AVERAGES

1929

45%
1928
27%
15%
19286 1%

1929 45 per cent of our members reported missionary
work,

Think for a moment, will you, of the tremendous
possibilities revealed in these figures. For instance,
2,116,894 books, papers, and other periodicals have
been distributed, but this means only about 213 per
member for four years, or one per week. Tracts to the
number of 1,114,972 can he added to this total, but it
does not add much to the weekly effort, being only
about one per fortnight. Are you satisfied that this is a
true report of the work done? One paper per week and
a tract a fortnight ? Your Union department is hopeful
that ab this session something may be done to simplify
our reporting system so that a more concise and com-
plete record of the missionary work done may be kept.

‘¢Signs*’ Circulation

The quadrennial term ending 1925 found us with a
circulation of this paper of 20,5600 copies per week.
With this circulation and the price at one penny, the
publishing house was losing at the rate of about £25 per
week, It was felt that this could not continue, and ab
the convention held at Warburton in 1927 the price was
set at 2d. to the public, 13d. to church members. Im-
mediately this price went into effect, the circulation
began to drop and at present stands between 11,000 and
12,000 copies weekly. At the increased price, and with
some adjustments made in overhead costs, the publish-
ing house just about balances the cost of producing the
paper. The point that gives us most concern in this is
that at the beginning of this guadrennial term approx-
imately 15,000 copies each week were sent out in clubs
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and about 5,500 in single subscriptions. . Af the close
of 1929, our clubs had dropped to 9,000, while the
single subscriptions stood at 8,500. These figures show a
falling off in our club lists of about 40 per cent, while
our single subscription list has dropped-about 30 per
cent. We, as a people, cannot afford to let this soul-
saving agency slip any farther back, and this is also one
of the problems that must face this conference in session
asgemhled.

Appeal for Miésions

Our Appeal for Missions hag had a steady response
from the field. Apart from the financial success of this
effort, we are gratified to be able to point out a number
of souls won for the truth as a direct result of the
campaigns. This is the third quadrennial Appeal report
to be given, and in order that you might be able to see
how materially you have helped in the work of missions
we give you a comparative table sbowing the tobal
amount received.

1918-1921 Amount Raised, £43,567
1922-1925 ” £63,492
1926-1929 " £61,821

Thus a grand total of £168,880 has been passed on to the
Mission Board for distribution during the twelve years
that this annual Appeal has been in operation.

Of the £61,821 paid. in during 1926-1929, £60,078
has been raised in the home fields, while £1,743 has been
collected in the island fields attached to this Division.

In this Appeal work, 143,500 magazines are distrib-
uted annually in seven languages, namely, English,
French, German, Italian, Greek, Yiddish, and Chinese;
in addition, about 80,000 leaflets are used in connec-
tion with this effort.

Big Wegk, or Missions Extension Fund

Second only in importance to the annual Appeal is
our Big Week effort. A recognition of the fact thab our
only means of contact with mission work outside of -our
own Division, lies in the Big Week effort, has done much
to make this.campaign more-popular., Definite attempts
have been and are being made, to keep the inferest in
this work at a high pitch by providing good, interesting
and up-to-date literature for sale during this time. The
preparation of three new books for the 1929 effort had
mueh to.do with its success. - From the publishing
house approximately 20,000 small books went to the
field, and eternity alone will reveal the final result of
the seed thus sown. Belng able to point definitely to
hospitals and dispensaries in Africa and South - America
that have been built with funds raised here in the home
field ; to know of schools operating, training missionaries,
that have been helped by this campaign; and to be able
to welcome into.our churches here whole families that
have received their first. contact with this message be-
cause some one with a heart filled with that missionary
spirit -of the gospel, called at their door, are links welded
in the chain of experience that bind us as a people for:
ever to the grand enberprise of missions. Our progress-
ive report since 1923, when we took hold of this branch
of the work, is as follows:

In 1993 we raised £1,108 to assist in the purchase of
‘the Melun property-in Franee. The buildings on this

property are now being.used as our publishing house in
that country. In the following year, 1924, we “raised
£1,531 to provide the necessary printing plant and equip-
ment for that institution in France ; and, in 1925, £1,500
was raised.to assist in the equipping of a publishing
house in Poons, India.  Thus through three Big Week
Week efforts £4,139 was placed ab the dlsposal of the
Mission Boa,rd for advance work..

Our interests during the past four years have been
many’ and Va.rled A ‘total of £6,271 7s. 8d has been
divided up as: follows :

In 1926 the sum of £1,493 14s. 2d. went to erect dis-
pensaries ‘in -Africa and for the extension of the River
Plate Junior College in South America. The following
year, 1997, about £200 went for the first unit of the
Songa stslon Hospital for Dr. Sturges, and £1,000 for
Dr. Birkenstock .at the Malamulo ' Leper Mission in
Equatorial Afriea and Dr. Marcus in Nyasaland. The
year 1928 saw £300 for a water supply at Kanye, and
two dispensaries, one on the Upper Zambesi, the other
at Rusango, all in Africa; while £600 went to the
Chilian training schoo! and, £600 to ‘the Lake Titicaca
Normal School, South America. .Last.year saw a more
varied budget still, £90 going to-the Helderberg- College,
£125 . for. the second unit of the Songa Mission hospital,
and £150 for three other dispensaries.’ Outside of
Africa last year we found £351 for the Japan training
school, and ., £411. for fitting up a dispensary on the
house boat of Brother Stabl on tbe Awmiazon. River,
South America. . This effort is the means - of keeping us
in touch with the Master’s command,:.” Go ye into all
the world.” Think of the record of the past eight years:
£125,313 raised .for missions within the. boundaries of
our own Division,—the South Seas, through tbe annual
Appeal campaign; and for missions in .Africa, India,
Japan, and South America during the past seven years
£10,410 have been sent on to the Genera,l Conference
for disbursement.

The feature we desire to sbress in connection with
our Big Week campaign, is the wonderful possibilities
that. come from the sale of our literature. And the goal
of this department is to ses more litérature sold each
year during Big Week and less dependence placed on the
special offering.

After considerable figuring, with the help of the
local conference treasurers, we find that during 1929, of
the money that came to the treasury for Big Week,
approximately two-thirds was the result of the special
offering, and one-third represented the profils from litera-
ture sales, We are very desirous that for the 1930
campaign these proportions shall at least be reversed,
and we hope that ultimately Big Week -will :be a Big
Literature Week. ' In this way we complete the square of
work ; the publishing houses help us by providing good,
interesting hooks and an incentive for the church to
work—we help the publishing house by selling the
books, thus making more work—the people who pur-
chase the literature are helped by the truth-laden read-
ing matter they recelve—-and the profits from tbe sales
go to help those ‘who ‘cannot help bhemselves What
an opportunity we find: of | commg to the * help of the
Lord against the migbty !

Your departmental secretarles,count it a privilege to
he able to give such an encouraging report as this. And
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while it is” nof a,li .tha,f we believe it ought to be, yet we

know that these figures.represent a good deal of sacrifice
‘and self-denial on the part of this people. We feel we
owe much to the loyal co-operation of the conference
home missions secretaries who have worked with us
faithfully right through this tefm, and this report is but
a reflection of the careful work each has done. The
conference presidents, too, have stood by us nobly and
well, both with advice and assistance, and we feel the
privilege to be ours of working shoulder to shoulder with
them in leading the finest and best people of all the
world in the grandest enterprise that has ever been
known—service.
‘ REUBEN E. HARE,
- A.U.C. Asst. Home Missions Sec.

. .

UNION CONFERENCE FIELD MISSIONARY
- SECRETARY’S REPORT

IN rendermg this reporb it is with feelings of profound
gratitude to our Heavenly Father for His kind hand over
the work during the period under review, for without His
help our efforts would have accomplished little.

Since the book work started here in Australasia some
forty-five years ago, 704,602 books have been placed in
the homes of the people. Among these stand out the
following more boldly : g

Blble Readings” 81,566
“ Christ’s Ob]ect Lessons ” 23,546
“Coming King” - - 54,480
“ Desire of Ages” - - 94,643
“ Daniel and Revelation ” 44,000
“@reat Controversy”’ - 69,761
“Qur Day” - 23,186
“ Patriarchs and Prophebs Y 23,370
“ Ladies’ Handhook 69,436
“Home Nursing ” - 30,915
“ Practical Guide ” - 80,000

Were these 704,000 books placed in a row, they would
make a path from here ( Central Hall, Melbourne ) o
the publishing house and back, approximately one hun-
dred miles; or, if placed in a single pile, would reach a
height of twenty-one miles. The ceiling of this large
auditorium, seating this whole delegation, would need to
be pushed up to a height of 45 feet in order to hold all
these truth-filled messengers. Putting it still another
way, if all the pages were spread out into a footpath ten
feet wide, it would reach from Sydney, through Mel-
bourne, clear across the Nullabor Plain to Perth, Surely
we can look to this sown seed for a rich and certain
harvest in the very near future. And all these books have
heen sold by the patient toil of the colporteur,—in snow-
clad Alps, well up the reaches of our mountain streams,
out m the parched lands of the Never-Never, and in
our crowded cities. By foot, or bicycle; by horse,
or by motor-cycle; and, in recent years, by motor cars,
these colporteurs have confinued their faithful work; and
their remuneration has been largely what we call “on a
missionary basis.”” Still the work advances.

Of these 700,000 subseription books, 264,000, or 34
per cent only, are medical books. This means that €8
per cent of them are religious books, containing this clos-
ing message in a very definife way. -

Summaries

Qur summaries during the guadrennium have
amounted to £125,352, as against £156,022 for the
previous period. The graph will show that at the end
of 1926, when the writer took hold of the work, the sales,
which had heen gradually receding since 1922, had
dropped to £29,141,—the lowest since 1918. Since then
the sales have increased to £34,484, ar improvement of
19 per cent ; and this during a period of continued drought
and depression all over the Union, and in some parts the
greatest since the white man settled in the country. The
present finanecial depression has been slowly but surely
developing during the latter portion of this period, and
was acecompanied by prolonged timber and coal strikes,
which unguestionably made the work much more diffi-
cult and perplexing. This also was coupled with lowered
wheat and wool markets. Yet in spite of the fact that
many sbrong financial business houses have gone to the
wall, our sales have steadily increased, a sure sign that
the God of Israel still blesses His work in the earth.

Souls

That the Publishing Department, when called into
existence by the Spirit of the Lord eighty-four years ago,
could be all thai Godintended it as & soul-winning agency,
has been amply shown by the reports of the recent General
Conference. Among other good things, we read that
“from one-third to one-half of all the native believers came
into the truth in the Far East through the mﬂuence of lit-
erature.” Again, Pastor N. Z. Town said that * in one con-
ference in Brazil, during the past year, thirteen churches
and companies have been organised by colporteurs, and
in another conference eleven churches have been
organised by colporteurs. In still another conference 50
per cent of the membership was represented by the work
of colporteurs.” These results truly are amazing, and,
we believe, ought to be repeated in this field of ours in a
much larger measure than we see it now.

It will always be difficult to discover just how many
souls have been led into this message through the book-
man, but as nearly as we can ascertain, by careful in-
vestigation made by field missionary secretaries from the
churches and conference workers, well over one hundred
souls have been added to the church in the last four
years. These figures are only appioximate, for in some
conferences they have not been able to go back four
years, so we have figures for the last two or three years
only.

Now a very gratifying aspect of this work is thab
these one hundred souls have been. won without cost to
the conference. If we take into aceount the field mis-
sionary secretaries’ wages and expenses for the Union,
this is more than offset by the financial returns from
the field. That is, the profits from the publishing
house and the aggregate profits from the Tract Societies,
which go back into the work, together with the tithe
from the publishing house and its employees, and the
large amount of 6ithe paid by our colporteurs (which
alone is approximately £4,000) well exceed the tdtal
costs of this work. In a word, this Publishing Depart-
ment iz self-supporting, and the one hundred souls won
to this cause have been no charge upon the regular
tithe.

When we consider that it has cost the cause of God
well over £100 for sach precious soul won through the



20

6/10/30

dent, have been provided for, and most
appreciative letters have come to us
from the beneficiaries. Thexe are sev-
eral colporteurs now in the field who
would otherwise have been obliged to
leave us. Instead they are still can-
vassing, and are of good courage, and
doing excellent work.

Take the case of one colporteur, a
married man with three children, who
was ill for almost a month. Still
another married man who was faced
with an operation and hospital bills,
besides there being no income. We
were able to come to their rescue in a
way that did not make them feel they
were subjects of charity. Another was
taken into the Sydney Sanitarium and
cared for. Still another lost £36 straight
out through the New Zealand earth-
quake, and we were able to have that
loss completely made up to him. He

ig still writing up £20 to £25 of busi-

ness a week. And this, and a good deal

regular ministry during the past quadrenninm, we can
see the wisdom of God in urging the importance of the
colporteur work as outlined by His servant many years
ago. It is such considerations as these that compel us
to believe that the colporteur ministry is worthy of as
much careful fostering by conference presidents as the
direct evangelistic work.

New Field Missionary Secretaries

Various problems have faced us through the guad-
rennium, Through the ill-health of the Hield Mission-
ary Secrefary in- North New Zealand, it was found
necessary fo secure a new man for that field, and
Brother E. A. Turner was hrought from Western
Australia, On returning from New Zealand, we dis-
covered that another field was calling for stronger lead-
ership in its book work, and a change being necessary,
Brother J. R. Kent, whose summaries were at least
£1,000 per year, was taken from the field and put in
charge of Victoria. Still a third field drew upon our
colporteur staff for a leader, and Brother C. F. Hodg-
kinson was taken from Queensland and pub into South
New South Wales. We rejoice abt the development of
men, yet we are reminded that other such men to take
their places are not easily found and trained.

Caring for Coli)ortenrs

During the quadrennium quite an advance step has
been taken in the care of colporteurs who, because of
conditions beyond their control, get into straitened
circumstances. Hitherto, when accident or sickness be-
fell them, they were thrown entirely upon their own re-
sources, if they had any. If not, they were obliged by
circumstances o drop out of the work, and in such cases
to leave behind them a debt that discouraged hoth them
and the Tract Society. In 1928 a change was made in
theuse of certain monies that bad been paid out to col-
porteurs as child allowance. Two new funds were
created, called the Bonus and Waelfare Funds. Since
these have been in operation, colporteurs who have been
in distress through earthquakes, floods, sickness, or acci-

more, has been made possible through
the Welfa,re Fund. We expect the demands npon this
fund will continue to be heavy during this depression,
but, thank God, we are able at last to do the right
thing by these faithful self-supporting men and women,
Let some of us who are in regular salary think what i$
would mean if we fell ill and were for a month or more
without a penny coming in; instead, with medical ex-
penses to meet; and we shall appreciate better what
this has meant in practical encouragement to the eol-
porteurs.

Bonus Fund

More and more we are sesing the benefits of the
Bonus Fund, providing as it does a good award for faith-
tul servicee. Men who have shown neither inspiration
nor ambition have awakened to their possibilities, and
their letters telling of their determination to succeed and
obtain the awards have been a source of great encourage-
ment to us.

Then this has reacted in another remarkable way.
It is well known that one of the real weaknesses in the
colporteur’s work is the amount of time the colporteur
actually spends in canvassing. In 1995 the regula.r
colporteur averaged about 70 hours per month. Now
for the year 1929, the last year in this last quadrennium,
the same “ regular ”’ colporteurs have averaged 105 hours
per month, an improvement of 5/} per cent in their time,
the reason being that the benefits of the Bonus and Wel-
fare Funds have been made contingent on the applicant
working full time,~thirty-five hours per week. Un-
doubtedly men are now in the field, who, had they been
working the old hours, would have been obliged to gquit.
This Bonus Fund provides as high as £37 10s, for 46
weeks’ work and sales of £500, invoice value. The
recipients thus far are delighted with it, and are bidding
for it in time and sales for 1930. We believe this Bonus
Fund is going to do even better things for us, for we
know of many colporteurs who are right on the job in
reality this year, We are planning to use this fund so
as ta encourdge men bo stay by the work year after year.
Such will receive the greater benefits. In this way we
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believe we can build a more permanent staff, and this is
a sore need.

More Permanent Staff

We have carefully analysed the lists of colporteurs,
taking those who have worked in this Union during 1926,
and comparing them with those who worked during 1929.
And this is our discovery: we find that of the 181 col-
porteurs who started in 1926, after eliminating students,
53 per cent dropped out of sight after a few months.
But in 1929, 226 colporteurs started. After again elimin-
ating students, only 36 per cent of them did not work
the whole year through. In other words, something or
somebody or both, helped another 17 per cent more of
them to stay by the work throughout the whole year.
We believe that better leadership, and more practical
training on the part of the local field
missionary secretaries, along with the
agsistance of the Bonus and the Wel-
fare Funds, have helped to do this.
We are on the road to a more per-
manent staff of colporteurs. TLet us
encourage bhis,

Scholarships

There has also beena marked change
in the matter of college students earn-
ing scholarghips. In 1926 no scholar-
ships were earned, and as far as we
can learn, scarcely one had been earned
for a number of years. The following
yvear, 1997, six were secured ; in 1928,
thirteen were secured ; and about twenty
were obfained in 1929, in spite of city
deliveries being very poor. This im-
proved situation has been made possible
largely by the assistance of the college
itself, in providing us Dbetter oppor-
tunities for the training of prospective colporteurs.
A regular class of students was formed in 1927, which
met twice a week throughout the ydar for about fifteen
minutes. In 1929 the Avondale Industries and the col-
lege faculty made possible an institute as well, and for
a whole week definite, practical work was done,— the
students that vaeation selling £4,000 works of books.
This year the salesmanship class, consisting of fifty-
seven members, is a regular full-period one, meeting for
forty-five minutes once each week. We believe the
school will reap still greater advantages in students
who atre thus enabled to pay their fees, many of whom
testify they could do it in no other way.

Notice a few abbreviated testimonies from some
of the students who earned their scholarships during the
1929-30 vacation: ‘I spent six months in the canvass-
ing field,~—the last two vacations, I am thankful that
God has helped me both years and that He gave me the
success which brought me back here this year.” Another
said: ““When I left school last year there was one thing I
had to get, and that was a scholarship, or else I would
not be here this year. I stand before you to testify that
God hears prayer.”

Progress

At the time of writing, the work for the year 1930 is
still growing, despite deepening depression and digtress.
Qur aim for the year is £37,750, an aim that has been
carefully sef, leaving possibility for an overflow, yet well

above the sales reached last year. The half-year’s figures
are to hand, and we have made sales to the extent of
£19,708. This is almost £2,000 above the corresponding
period for last year. We have thus far kept up to our
aim, and have about £1,000 to spare,—still another to-
ken of our Heavenly Father’s blessing on this branch of
the work.

The ‘present position as compared with 1926 ig illus-
trated by the two graphs. Book sales, that is, orders
taken, still continue to increase in spite of present finan-
cial conditions. The Tract Society net sales, that is,
orders delivered, confirm these increases, and have lifted
from £18,748 to £23,490 (retail price;. The publishing
house net sales again corroborate our increases—Ilifting
from £20,121 in 1926 to £25,950 in 1929, (The figures

for 1929 include * helps.”)
eties were reducing their heavy stocks held in 1926, and
so no improvement showed in the Publishing House
sales until 1929,

The following conferences show wonderful improv-
ment during the period: Victoria has already reached
her aim for the year, while Tasmania has more than

For three years Tract Soci-

completed the year's work in seven months. The sales
for North New Zealand for seven months almost equal
a full year’s work for 1926, while South New Zealand,
Queensland, North and South New South Wales are run-
ning along very satisfactorily with good promise of the
year’s goal being reached before the end of the year.

Seven months before the close of the quadrennium,
Brother J. J. Potter joined up with the department, and
his hearty co-operation has been very much appreciated.
We look forward to our work together with a great deal
of happy anticipation, if God so wills it.

During 1929 an average of 79 colporteurs were main-
tauined, as against 62 when the quadrennium opened.
Through the Australasian Union Conference there is an
excellent spirit of co-operation toward the work. Seldom
do we find any conference labourer even suggesting that
prospectives keep away from the work; rather on the
whole do we have and enjoy their hearty support. We
take this opportunity to thank them for this.

The new book, * Bible Pictures and Stories,” is sell-
ing well. One ecolporfeur has just written to us thus:
“ Thirty per cent of my orders have been booked from
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‘Roman Catholics,” and nineby-nine per cent have deliv-
ered: Calling on ‘the Presbyterian minister, Rev. Dr.
F , and booking him for a set, he told me to use his
name if it would be of any advantage. One Catholic
gentleman ordered a set from me-in the best binding,
'and-after I had spent several evenings-with him talking
about the truth and our message for these times, " he
ordered ‘The Grea,t Oontroversy, .and ‘ Daniel and the
Revelation,” also ‘ Our D,a,y He has since been going
to our meetings. His sister also wanted a Bible s0 they
could both study together.

‘ “I called on the Church of' England minister one
day, and he was so impressed with. the books that he
called a special meeting of the Sunday school teachers
and told them about the books. "I have quite a list of
names of ministers, schodlmasters, college principals,

Sunday school teachers, and. lay preachers which I -

usually run through. A Catholic lady with whom we
stayed accepted the message. Also another lady with
whom we were staying decided for the truth, and kept
two Sabbaths before we left.”

Another evidence of God’s watchfulness is revealed
in this experience to hand: “ While canvassing in the
M —— distriet during last vacation, I was successful
in taking quite a number of orders from people belonging
to the X Church. One day I called at a home, and
found that there were three ministers of this denomin-
ation there. One of them, the minister in charge of the
distriet, told me that he would visit every member of his

‘chirreh " and: advise' them nob to take the book ; and an-

other of them, a leader of that denomination, told me
they would refund to the people from church funds all
deposits taken. I-tried to reason with him, but could
do nothing. The other two supported him in it. I felt
vety. much coneerned about the matter, seeing I had
ta,ken such a lot.of orders from his people, and when I
got away I went to my knees. Some weeks slipped by,
and delivery tnne came. - It was an excellent delivery,
practically every:book being placed with the people.
The last person I-called on, a relative of one of these
ministers, bought an. ddd1tlonal set for cash. I then
learned that Mr. X, the minister, was taken ill the day
following my conversation with him, and had been con-
fined to his home during the whole of that period, and
thas had been frustrated in his purpose.”

The quadrennium  has, kept us very busy seeking for
men of the right type in various conferences, visiting

- camp-meetings, holding institutes at the close:of camps,

class meetlnga at Avondale, and occa,smna,lly starting col-
porteurs out in the field where field mISbIOHa,Py secre-
taries have been otherwise engaged.’

In closing; we thank God for a part in. His work, and
for His continued blessing at such a time as this. ‘We
hope and plan that this current quadrennium will be
gtill more fruitful in’souls won through the colporteur
ministry, and o this-end we dedicate ourselves to Him
to help finish His work in-the earth:in this generation.

F. G. RAMPTON.

THE EDUCATIONAL
DEPARTMENT
. % SPIRITUAL illiteracy is the greatest

peril of orgauised society.” .The criminal
trend and godlessness among the youth

bear a very definite relation to the training -

and education they havereceived. Emia-
ent public men have recently been stress-
ing the thought that it is the failure to
teach the youth the basic truths of religion
that explains the deplorablie condition of
our time ; and some have stated that the
only hope for the coming generation is
the building up of a system of religious
schools. where the boys and -girls can
receive a Christian education.

In view of these .things, the whole
question of the training of. our children
takes on a very serious aspect. It ‘cannot
be placed in asecondary'role. The matter
of the education of:our ‘children must
become the most vital guestion that con-
fronts us. If we are .going to, win and
hdld to the church the children ‘growing

up in our ranks, it is ‘imperative that we’
have more of our own schools, and that *.

these schools be given the whole-hearted
support of every worker in the cause. No
feature of denominational activity is more

vital to the stability of this denomiaation,

or to its highest success, than our schools.
Our educational

This statement will not only.go unchal-

lenged, but will also be endorsed by all

those who are truly intelligent-on the
question as to how our schools system

was born for they kuow that God, the

Creator of all things good, the One
who is all wise, is the designer of our
educational system.

" words “concerned ”

) heart
statement :
‘the judgment, we must make more liveral -

system rightly"
worked is the best system-in the world. -

And this knowl- -

edge brings to them the assurance that

His schools, run according to His plans, .

are a most fruitful means of forwarding
His great work of preparing citizens

for His coming kingdom. Our denom-:
inational records bear witness to the.
-fact that over four-fifths of the children
who pass through our church schools
" of the real things which it is impossible to

prove loyal to the message. This being
so, how grateful we should be for the
churchschools functionirig in«this Division;
and, too, how deeply regretful, concerned
—yes, and even alarmed ought we to be
that there are not many, many more
schools operating. Some may question
the use of such strong words as “con-
cerned ” and “ alarmed,” but as oue studies
the counsels of God that have been written
concerning the responsibility and lethargy
of the church.in regard to its attitude

towards tée education of the lambs of the |

tlock, one canunot but conclude that the
and “alarmed”
not strong enough. May God, through
His Holy Spisit, bring home to evéry
the importance of the following
“If we would stand clear in

effort for the education of our chlldren
and youth.”

During the period under review earnest
efforts have been put forth to “rightly
work” God’s educational system in our
church schools. We find it impossible to
express in words or figures the value of
the labour that has been put forth during
the last four years by the band of teachers

who have been employed in our primary .

schools. What statistics can we’ give
which would in any way tell the stoty of
the spiritual and moral strength that has
come to the childrem as the result of the
daily endeavours on the part of the

are’

teachers to inspire their boys and girls
with true Christian ideals and to so direct
their daily lives that it will become the
habit with them to walk with Christ?
What figures can measure the results on
the children’s lives of the daily Bible
lessons inculcating true ideas of God and
the truths of His Word? These are some

adequately voice in our report. However,

: we do believe. that when the books of

heaven . are opened, then will come the
full revelation, and it will be seen that our
schools have been the means, under God,
for the saving to the cause of many of the
boys and girls who have been in training
in our schools during the last four years.

High Standard of Efficiency

‘Many «fforts have been put forth during
the permd to so strengtben and improve
our primary schools that the standard of
work would be better than that- required
by the State, The marked efficiency of a
number of the schools to-day is evidence
that these endeavours have met with a
fair amount of success. The Government
mspectors who have visited our schools

-have in most cases rendered satisfactory
" and favourable reports, and some of the
. work done by the teachers has been highly
. commended.

Many of our pupils have
taken State examinations at the close of

" their primary school work, and we -are

glad to report that a very satlsfactory
percentage have been successful in merit-
ing cemﬁcates

" Most of ouf schools are’ now, very well
equipped. In four schools in the South
N.S.W. Conference an-aquarium has been
added to the equipment. One teacher. in .
this conference passes.on word that many
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of his scholars come into the schoolroom
during the lunch hour and spend as long
as thirty minutes watching the aquatic
life. These children were so enthusiastic
in talking about their aquarium that its
fame soon spread throughout the neigh-
bourhood. The headmaster of a near-by
State school heard abcut it and asked our
teacher whether he would grant permis-
sion for a pupil teacher from the State
school to bring over a number of scholars
to view the many forms of insect and
plant life. Permission being granted, our
teacher had the honour of presenting to
the teacher and pupils of the State school
his new nature study teaching aid.

During the period under review a new
churchschool financial policy was adopted.
‘This policy requires the church conuct-
ing the school to guarantee a fourth
instead of a third of the teacher’s salary,
which provision has materially assisted the
schcols to keep out of debt.

Island Training Schools

Since the close of the previous quad-
rennial period two new trammg schools
for native workers have been opened, one
at Aore in the New Hebrides and the
other in Samoa. There are now five
training schools in operation in our. mis-
sion fields, and besides these we have 79
other schools doing lower grade work.
The reports that come to us from time to
time from our missionaries pass on the
encouraging news that these schools are
appreciated by the natives and are bear-
ing good fruit.

The following are the comparative
ggléres for both the home and the mission

eld :

church school is-a sound financial. invest-

ment.

3. A greater endeavour on the part of
all our workers (a) to instruct our people
that all members of God’s family have a
responsibility in the education of the
children in our ranks; and (b) to stem the
tide of indifference on the part of parents
to the dasigers of sending their children to
schools of the world.

" 4 A greater co-operation on the part

of all to iake the schools we already
have 100 per cent efficient in every
respect.

5. The ad0pt10n by all of our schools of
a curiiculum -which will meet (a) the
educational

tional requlrements of each State,

6. A -much closer supervision of our
schools by practical, experienced school
men. '

Intermediate Schools

In “Counsels to Teachers,” page 203,
we read this statement: “Intermediaie
schools are highly essential.” Itis because
we believe this is God’s counsel to us, and
it is also because we know that the high-
school yeats are very critical years in the
lives of our boys and girls, that plans have
béen brought into operation to more
thoroughnly provide for the education of
our young people during the time which
comes between the completion of the
primary school work and the opportunity

of attending one of our secondary schools.-

At the close of the previous quadrennial
period we had one school carrying super-

No. Schools No. Teachers Enrolment

1925 1929 1£25 1929 1925 1929

North N S, W, 2 2 4 4 104 111
South N S. W. 5 5 9 9 190 91
North N. Z. 5 3 5 4 110 83.
South N. Z. 1 1 i 2 32 43
Queensland 2 — 2 — 42 -
%:uth Australia 2 T 2 1 72 18
ictoria 5 10 © 152
Tasmania } 7 3 9 3 172 44
West Australia 4 4 4 5 80 108
Home Field 28 24 36 38 802 750
Mission Field 61 83 65 97 1276 1878
TOTALS 89 107, 01 135 2078 2628

It s not without many hardships and
heartaches that our primary educational
system has been built up to its present
dimensions.  And it is only by most dili-
gent effort ‘and most constant sacrifice
and devotion that the system can be kept
going successfully. May we all be willing
to do our full part infostering and promot-
ing this important branch of the Lord’s
work. ’

The outstanding needs of .the primary
sghool work, in order to make it as effi-
clent as it should and can be, are:

I. The ministry propeily educated to
the vital importance of a Chnsnan educa-
tion.

2. The full realisation on the part of all
conference leaders that it costs less to
save our children than to convert others
to the message, and that in the end the

primary work, now we have four, These
schools carry three extra years’ work
beyond the primary grades, and the cur-
riculum. has been so planned that all
students who so desxre may sit for the
In'ermediate Certificate examination.
These intermediate schools meet a long-
felt need, and give many of our parents
the opportum’ty of keeping their children
undei the j:fluence of consecratedteachers
during the age when they greatly need
strong spiritual guidance.

Secondary Schools
A. M. College

The past four years have been years of
hard work ard marked progress at the
Australasian Missionary College. - The

enrolment has kept well up throughout

ideals for which we as a.
denomination stand, and (b) the educa-

the pariod, the figures for the respective
years being as follows:

. Earolment -
1926 - 179
1927 . 191
1928 197

1929 205

The number of graduates during the
period.was thirty-two, and almost 100 per
cent of these are now actively engaged in
conference, institutional, or island mission
work. :

Many alteratmns have been made at
the institution since the end of 1925, the
main one being the erection of a five brick
treatment-tooms building. The appro-
priations- from.the Union Conrerence to
the college over the past four years have
been as follows: :

1926 £6.000
1927 £4.000
1928 £2,000
1929 £1,525

The Lord so blessed the administration of
Pastor Cossentine, who was principal of
the school for the years 1928 and 1929,
that the school was able to donate to the
Uion Conference treasury the sum of
£631 from its 1928.29 appropriations.
This gift was applied 10 the purchase of
necessaty equipment at the Batuna
Training School, Solomon Islands, and
to the erection of two houses—one for
Brother and Sister Campbell at Choiseul,
Solomon Islands, and the other for Brmher
and Sister Broad at Aore, New Hebrides.

A good .spiritual atmosphere has pre-
vaxled among the college students, and it
rej ices our hearts to be able to report 56.
baptisms during the term,

New Zealand Missionary School

For the first two years of the period:
under review Pastor Cossentine was prin-
cipal of the New Zealand Missionary
School. At the close of 1927, Pastor
Rosendahl was called from the principal-
ship of the West Australian Missionary
School to take charge of our New Zealand
school, In many ways the period has
been a very satisfactoryone. The enrol=
ment has been go~d, the average for the
four years being 74. Twenty-six of these
students have passed on to the A. M Col-
lege for a higher education, thirteen bave
entered the Sanitarium to train as nurses,
eight have received appointments to con-
ference work, one has travelled to the
United States to take up the medical
course, while a number have entered the
canvassing field.

New:wings were added to the building in
3026. - These provided the school with the
extra dormitory accommodation which
was 'so much needed. Other “improve-
ments were the enlargement of the boys’
changing-room and the principal’s cottage,
and the equipping of the laundry with an
electric washer and steam-jacketed clothes
boiler. The outlay for these improve-
ments, with the exception of the dormi-
tories, ran into .£800 odd, of which all but
£150 came from school earnings,

The basket and pram making mdustry
has proved a great asset to the school in
providing work for a Jlarge number of the
students. During the last four years this
industry bhas made encourging develop-
ment, It was found necessary in 1928 to
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enlarge the factory in which the industry
is boused.

The spirituality of the school has been
maintained, and many are the students
that were in attendance during the past
four years who could testify to having
gained a deeper experience in the things
of God.

West Australian Missionary School

We are able to report encouragingly of
our school in the West. The work of de-
veloping and improving the facilities in
the industrial line bas gone steadily for-
ward. During the period a new dairy
and a new fruit packing and curing house
bave been erected. In 1929 it was decided
to establish a basket industry at the
school, This plan was carried into effect,
and in spite of the difficulties which al-
ways confront a new venture the industry
has made appreciable progress.

A high standard of attainment bas been
required in all the studies of the curricu-
lum, and satisfactory advancement has
been made by.the students. During the
last two years of the period the enrolment
has made very satisfactory growth, The
spirit of the students has been good, and
there has been a commendable desire on
the part-of almost every one to obtain the
best both spiritually and educationally
out of the instruction,

Fireside Correspondence School

The number of enrolments in the Fire-
side Correspondence School increased dur-
ing the period by almost one hundred.
Now 188 are taking studies through the
Correspondence School. These students
are to be found not only in every confer-
ence of Australia and New Zealand, but
also in the following island fields: Solo-
mon Islands, Pitcairn, Lord Howe, Fiji,
Tonga, and Papua.

New studies bave been added during
the past four yeas, until now the number
of studies offered by the school stands at
twenty-one.

We helieve there is a large field of oper-
ation for such a school in the Union. We
have in this Union Conference over 5,000
young people. Approximately 60 per
cent of these are children of primary
school age; § per cent are students in our
missionary schools. This leaves 35 per
cent, or approximately 1,800. A large
majority of these are of college age, but
are not privileged for many good reasons
to enter our resident schools, Many of
these young people, as well as many
adults, are very desirous of improving
their education, and securing the edu-
cational advantages offered by our regu-
lar colleges. In what better way could
we help them fulfil their desites and real-
ise their ambitions than tbrough the
Australasian branch of the Fireside Cor-
respondence School!

Conclusion

Our prayer is that Christian education
will be made a living fact in our de-
nominational life. It is only as this is so
that we shall, as a people, be led to adopt
the only right and truly effective methods
of avoiding for our children and young
people the dangers that lurk in the schools
of the world, and of conserving to our

cause our youth who are the life-blood of
this denomination.
N. H. FAULKNER,
Secretary.

e

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION

IN these words of Holy Writ, I bring to
this session the greetings of our native be-
lievers in the New Hebrides Mission:
“The Lord bless thee, and keep thee : the
Lord make His face shine upon thee, and
be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up
His countenance upon thee, and give thee
peace.”

The work of our mission during the
past four years has had a very checkered
course to pursue. First, a misunderstand-
ing arose between the French and our-
selves over our Aore school land. Then
our mission site and buildings on Ambrym
were destroyed by a volcanic eruption in
1928. Then sickness took Pastors James,
Nicholson, and Smith with their wives
from the field ; which has nearly depleted
our staff of field workers, and bas de-
prived the field of leadership.

However, we are grateful to God that
we can report a much better feeling
between the French and our mission.
This has been brought about principally
through our Aore industries and the tact-
ful way that Brother Radley bas handled
the situation,

The volcano on Ambrym is still very
active, and is pouring out clouds of vol-
canic dust and ashes, with dense black
smoke, which darken the heavens and the
earth. It has a very depressing influence
over the island, and hangs like a pall of
death over it. Tubercular conditions
bave developed and are increasing.

During this quadrennial period our Aus-
tralasian Union Conference has thoroughly
organised the mission and divided it into
districts, The Aore Training School
has been brought into existence, and the
Aore industries started with every en-
couragement of a successful career.

The Aore Training Scbool bas had
many handicaps, one of which was a great
shortage of food. This made it very
difficult for Brother Broad to carry on,
but he has largely overcome this problem,
and the prospects are good for an ever-
increasing supply of food. The difficuity
now is to get the students. This year we
have 12 students thus far, but are expect-
ing more. Brother Broad has brought
the students on well, and those attending
this year speak very highly of the way
they are being taught, e bave some
plans for increasing our attendance.

The Aore industries, under the careful
directorship of Brother Radley, are a
financial success, as well as a great aid
to the students in obtaining money for
their various needs while attending school.
Both the French and the English appre-
ciate very much the help the industries
render to them, and it is mainly through
them, under God, that the former high
tension between the French and our mis-
sion has been removed, and has been re-
placed by a very friendly attitude.
Larger plans must be laid so that the
industries can produce a greater amount
of work, which will give more employ-
ment and better financial returns.

Our statistical report is as follows:

6/10/80
1925 1929

Churches 3 4
Membership 65 90
1?/Ia.bbabth %chools 8 618
embership 352 33
M. V. Societies 4 5
Tithe £509 £1083
Sabbath School Off. 151 546
Annual Offering 140 200
Appeal 30 I5

There is a deep yearning in each of our
hearts, as labourers in this mission, for
that refining fire from above to go
through our lives so that Paul’sexperience
in 2 Corinthians 2:14-17 (Moffatt’s ren-
dering) shall be translated into our
labours: “ Wherever I go, thank God,
He makes my life a constant pageant of
trivmph in Christ, diffusing the perfume
of His knowledge everywhere by me,
live for God as the fragrance of Christ
breatbed alike on those who are being
saved and on those who are perishing, to
one a deadly fragrance that makes for
death, to the other a vital fragrance that
makes for life. And who is qualified for
this career? I am, for I am not like
most, adulterating the word of God; like
a man of sincerity, like a man of God, I
speak the word of Christ before the very
presence of God.”

C. H. PARKER,
Superintendent.

NORTH NEW ZEALAND
CONFERENCE

IN presenting the report for this field
for the gquadrennial period ending Decem-
ber 31, 1929, we would express our deep
gratitude to God for His care over us and
the many evidences of His love toward us.
We thank Him, too, for the message of
His Word which binds the hearts of His
people in North New Zealand in loyalty
and liberality to the cause which we know
will soon triumph gloriously.

Membership

The membership at December 31, 1925,
stood at 1,176; and at the conclusion of
the last four-year period we find 1,221
members enrolled, revealing an increase
of but 45. Baptisms have totalled 304,
while the careful cleansing of our church
rolls, commenced two years ago, led to
182 being removed through apostasy.
We greatly regret that through difficulty
and indifference so large a number have
fallen out by the way. It is our earnest
hope that many of these will yet renew
their covenant with the Lord and ultim-
ately rejoice at the day of His appearing.

We deeply sorrow, too, as we record
the loss of 65 members through death,

There are 27 organised churches in the
conference, an addition of three for the
quadrennium, and we have Ig church
buildings dedicated to the worship of God.
One other has been dedicated during the
present year. The North New Zealand
Conference members are particularly well
provided for in the matter of adequate
meeting houses devoted to the worship of
Jehovah.

Financial

For the constant flow of means coming
into the cause from our membership we
are grateful.
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The tithe contributed during the four
years has amounted to £41,231, as against
£38,938,—an increase ot £2.293 for the
period; while for local chuich work
£5,504 was given, and for local conference
wotk £3,202, making a total of £49,937,
—an inciease of £1,639 oa all funds.

Fareign mission fuuds, exclusive of the
annual Appeal for Missions, totalled
£15,817, an increase of £161; while the
Appeal for Missions totalled £10,667, as
compared with £12,807 collected in the
preceding period.

The grand total of tithe and offerings
subscribed in this conference from all
sources toward the spread of the message
at home and abroad amounts to £75,432,
or £329 less than the preceding guadren-
nium. This decrease is more than ac-
counted for in the special appeal effort
previously launched on behalf of the New
Zealand Missionary School, when an un-
usually large sum was collected from the
public for this institution. The per capita
offerings, excluding public appeals, are as

follows: 1926, £14 7s. IId.; 1927,
£12 15s. 0od.; 1928, £13 5s. 4d.; 1929,
£13 Is. 5d.

At December 31, 1925, the present
worth of the Conference stood at £5,960,
while at the end of 1929 it revealed a
credit of £5287,—a decrease of £693.
‘We note, however, that during the period
we assisted the finances of the South New
Zealand Conference to the extent of
£1,300, and this from our own local con-
ference funds. We are happy to have
done this, and glad now to find the South
New Zcaland Conference able to support
itself and to be yearly growing in strength
both financially and numericalily.

Book Department

Qur Book Depariment has had a some-
what difficult experience during the quad-
rennium, our summary for the four years
showing a decided drop when compared
with the preceding years. In 1926 the
summaries totalied £4228; 1927, £3,021;
1928, £3,006; 1929, £3.886; a grana total
ot £14,341 as against £24,897 for the four
years ending 1925. The 1o1al loss for the
period on the running of this department
is £163, as against a loss of £370 for
1922-1925.

Sabbath School Department

Qur Sabbath schocls had 1 464 members
enrolled at the end of 1925, while four
years latetr we record I,543—an increase
of 79—meeting in 43 schools.

‘Ihe offerings have increased for the
period from £6,356 to £7,986, or by £1,630,
which is more than 25 per cent.

We are gratified to know that an in-
creasing number of our church members
are daily studying the Sabbath school
lessons, and we are confident of the value
of such study of the Word of God.

Home Missions Department

As previously stated, during the four-
year period £10,678 has been collected
in the Appeal campaigns.

The Big Week sales and offerings have
totalled £988, an increase of £261 as com-
pared witn the period 1922 1925.

During 1929 a month’s special tract
rally was cariied out by the church mem-
bership. The 45000 tracts distributed
during this effort resulted in. a number of
new interests being brought to the atten-

tion of our evangelists, Some of our
brethren and sisters donated sums totall-
ing £80 in order to finance the plan. Not
only were a number of souls directly won
to the message through the effort, but
results unmeasured were clearly in evi-
dence by the greatly increased iuterest
manifested bv the brethren and sisters in
individual efforts for soul winuing. Over
75 per cent of our members reported hav-
iug taken part in this tract rally.

M. V. Department

In 1925 we had 21 s-cieties, while at the
close ot 1929 we find 26, a gainof 5, The
membership has grown from 347 to 528,
while offerings have totalled £1,193, which
is £198 more than those of the previous
four years.

A decided increase is noted in a number
of missionary activities, and a large band
are regularly engaged in taking the Stan-
dard of Attainment, Reading Course, and
doctrinal text studies.

Educational Department

This department shows a decrease.
From five schools enrollinug 110 students
in 1925, we have fallen to three schools
enroliing 83 young people, the church
schools in Wellington and Hastings being
compelled to close through lack of sup-
port. We regret this, as we value the
work of our teachers and feel that it is a
policy of false economy to reduce the
avenues of education for our children in
our own schools. We have the New Zea-
land Missionary School in our confereunce,
but this will be reported elsewhere.

Religious Liberty Department

We are pleased to report that, largely
owing to the untiring efforts of Pastor
F. L. Sharp, our Religious Liberty Secre-
tary for the conference, our young men
of the Dominion have tull exemption trom
all mulitary drill. This action on the part
of the Government has been greatly ap-
preciated by our people, and demonstrates
what can be done if we consistently place
our principles before the leaders of legis-
lature.

General

At the end of 1929 we find 8 ordained
ministers, 7 licensed ministers, 5 licensed
missionaries, 3 licensed teachers, I assist-
ant teacher, § regular colporteurs, and §
office workers without license on our
staff,—a total of 34 workers.

Our workers both in the field and in the
various departments have laboured earn-
estly for the salvation of souls, and among
the entire staff there is found complete
unity.

We appreciate the help of visiting
brethren as they have come among us
during the camp season and at other times,
and all press forward to the time when
our task among men on earth shall end
and we shall be gathered in triumph to
deeper experiences in the kingdom of

God.
W. G. TURNER,
Presideut.

e
“WE need not simply more light, but

more life; not merely more knowledge,
but more power.”

WEST AUSTRALIAN
CONFERENCE

IN presenting this report showing the
progruss of the work in the West Australian
Conference during the past four years, we
do so with a heart full of praise and grati-
tude to God, thanking Him for His good-
ness, watchcare, and blessings bestowed.
Wa recoguise that His hand has graciously
been over she work, and are glad to report
progress in many lines. The conference
suffsred a severe blow hy tbe death of the
president, Pastor H. . White, a man
whose bright, enthusiastic spirit has been
greatly missed; but through all the per-
plexities of life there has been much to en-
courage, and a great amount of joy brought
to our hearts as we see God's work ad-
vaneiog.

Churches and Membership

There were twenty-two organised churches
in the conference at the beginning of the
period under review. Two have been added,
making a total of twenty-four. Of thess,
seventeen have church buildings of their
own in which to worship God. The mem-
bership stood at 784, while at December 381,
1929, it was 844, an increase of sixty.

Conference Workers

1925 1929

Ordained Ministers 5 2
Licensed Ministers 6 5
Licensed Missionaries 5 4
Church School Teachers 4 5
Canvassers 5 4
Office Woikers 4 4

29 24

We regret to note the decrease in the
number of evangelistic workers in the field,
and we trust that steps will be taken at this
session to re.inforce this important brauch
of the work. Evangelistic work bas been
conducted in the city of Perth and other
centres, resulting in some excellent souls
heing added to the church,

Financial

*‘ Money is of no more value than sand,
only as it is put to use in providisg for the
necessities of life, in blessing others, and
advancing the canse of Christ.”’—**Christ’s
Object Lessons,”’ p. 351.

In preseuting the financial aspect of the
work of the conference, we desire to thank
our Heavenly Father for giving to us the
bounties of life, in order that in turn we
might be a help and a blessing to others;
also we thank our people for the way in
which they bave contributed to the cause of
God. The following figures encourage us:

Tithe
1922 £4.293 1926 £5.068
1923 2 695 1927 7 386
1924 6,041 1928 6 209
1925 5 550 1929 6 396
£18 579 £25 059

This is an increase of £6,480 over the
previous four years,

Offerings

The Aunnual Offerings have shown steady
progress, as have also the camp pledges.
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Annual Offerings Camp Pledges with a membership of 1,217. The offerings Bible Stuby
1926 £158 £372 were as follows:; 1926, £1,329; 1927, £1,447;
1927 272 367 19928, £1,447; 1929, £1,455; a toval of WHY DID THE DELUGE
1928 201 513 £5,678 for the period, or an average of £1,420 COME?
1929 225 486 per year. ‘ _
£856 £1 738 Missionary Volunteer Department Wednesday, September 10

Present Worth

The present worth of the conference for
1925 was £2,851, and in 1929 £3,166, re-
vealing a gain of £315.

Home Mission Work

For the four years our Appeal work has
increased to the extent of £797. We are
glad to report that this work has been dem-
onstrated to be a soul-winning wark, as new
members have now linked up with our
churches as a direct result.

A large increase is shown in the number
of books and magazines sald sach year dur-
ing the B:g Week, thus placing truth in the
homes of the people while assisting in for-
eign mission endeavour. The funds raised
by these two efforts are as follows:

Appeal for Misgions Big Week
1926 £1197 £128
1927 1,384 175
1928 1,406 125
1929 1,239 1356
£5.237 £563

Our members have also bean actively en-
gaged in the distribution of the Signs of the
Times and in other lines of home missionary
work.

Book Department

1925 1929
Average numher

colparteurs - 7 7
Canvasses given - 33.359 42 974
Canvasses per order

(approx.) - - 4 5

Nuamber of orders taken 8,699 7,750
Value of helps sold - £647 £759
Value of subseription

books - - £10,788  £9,818

We greatly appreciate the work of the col-
porteurs, and can definitely point to church
adherents who were first influenced by the
colporteur,

Educational Work

A strong feature of the work in the West
Australian Conference is the educational
work. There are four church schools opet-
atiug in the conference. Associated with
these schonls are six teachers. The enrol-
ment at December 31, 1929, was 115, or
thirty more than in 1925. At Bickley there
are bhirty children attending ; Gosnells, six-
teen ; Perth, fifty-two; and Victoria Park,
geventoon. Thess schaols are making good
progress, and a very encouraging report was
rendered by the State inspector on his latest
visit.

The work of the West Australian Mission-
ary School will be reported by others,

Sabbath School Department

We have received many appreciative mes-
sages from our good Sabhath school mem-
bars concerning the Sabbath school lessons
for the period under review. We thank God
for the good work heing done through this
department,

We have thirty-seven schools operating,

Figures are inadequate to describe the in-
fluence that the Missionary Volunteer work
has upon the lives of our young psople. A
strong emphasis has been placed upon the
spiritual side of the work.

We have twenty Missionary Volunteer
Societies, with a membership of 477.

The offerings during 1926 amounted to
£168; 1927, £140; 1928. £149; 1929, £123;
making a total of £580, or £145 per year.

Conclusion

‘We wish to express our confidence in this
message and in the loyal body of believers
which constitutes our church membership
in West Anstralia, and are assured that God
will lead us through to victory,

E. G. WHITTAKER,
President.

Devotional Meeting

THE
LORD’S REMEMBRANCERS
Thursday, September 11

THE early morning meeting on September
11, was conducted by Pastor F. L. Sbarp,
who ocoupied the time in an interesting
study from Isa. 62:1, 6, 7, 10.

In these verses God is represented as de-
claring, first, thut He will not hold His
peace not rest till He has finished the work,
and the righteousness of Jerusalem goes
forth as brightuess.

Next, the Lnrd declares that the watch-
men whom He has set upon the walls of
Jeru~alem, and who represent the ministers
of His church to.day, shall likewise ‘mnever
hold their peace day nor night.”’

Then while God and His ministers are
intensely in earne~t to fimish the work, the
pecple—=those ‘' that make mention of the
Lord "’—are eujoined to do their part, and
“* keep not silence and give Him no rest till
He establish, and sill H - make Jerusalem a
praise in the earth.,” The people are also
spoken of as ‘‘ the Liord’s remembrancers ;
not that tha Lord forgets, but, after having
fuifilled 1he conditions, it is the privilege of
the people to plead His promises and thus
give evidence of their faith in His Word.

Then in verse 10, the final work of the
gospel message is brought to view. This
was shown to he a clearing of the King's
highway, by gathering out the stones or
stumbling blocks to be seen in the lives of
Christ’s professed followers and which
oftentimes prove hindrances to others aceept-
ing the message.

The standard is to be lifted up. In other
waords. the principles of the message are to
be lived out, that others, who perhaps will
not listen, may see that the name of the Lord
(which is His character) is called upen His
people ( Deut. 28 : 10) and notwithstanding
the disinclination on the part of many to
listen, they may be attracted by the life.
It will then he that *‘they shall be called
$he holy people, the redeemed of the Lord.”

B o

“SOME men are deep thinkers—some
are just muddled.”

THE afternoon study on Wednesday,
Septewnber 10, given by Brother R. Hare,
1 resented the cer'ainties of the deluge.
Eighteen times the Scriptures make reference
to shis great historic event. The trad:tions
of all nations coutain its story, the geol gi-
cal remains scattered over the mountains of
a world carry avidence of the same recital,
while the picture is painted in pensive
words on the clay tablets of ths world’s
oldest libraries. *I watched thasea making
a noise; and the whole of mankind was
turned to clay. Like reeds the corpses
floated. I opened the window aund the
light smota upon my face. I stooped and
sat down, I wept, over my face flowed my
tears.”—*‘ Fresh Light from Ancient Monu-
ments,” p. 32.

By the deluge Gnd endeavoured to con-
vince man thast the ** wages of sin is death.”’
Rom 6:23. ILife had been long, but few
had died, snd men began to dream the
thoughts suggested by the enemy—* Ye
shall not surely die.”

Further, the deluge was God’s protest
against the mingling of the holy and the
profane. The sons of God, the holy line,
took wives from the daughters of Cain.
Gen. 6:2. Jshovah would still preserve
this division, and the world’s companion-
ships, its pleasures, and its time-wasting
games are not for the man of God. God’s
eall is for separation. “Crne out of her,
My people.” Rev. 18:4. There is nat
much diff:rence between going to the
theatre and bringir g the thatre to our
homes through the wireless. The coustant
sounding of worldly rhings in tha ears of
our children must prove disastrous to spirit.
ual life.

The distinction between God's believing
man and unbelievers must be emphaxised.
Hvery unbeliever was destroyed. N ah
was found righteous, and he lived. Gen.
7:1. Thias distinction is still marked in
the books of heaven. WMal. 3:18.

A new start was planuned for humanity,
and God’s pledge was given in the rainhow
that still smiles through the storm. Gen.
9:13.16.

The time of probation—120 years—had
ended. These years might have brought
life to the world, but the call, disregarded,
brought only death.

Those great warnings still press them-
selves on the mind of man. Another
destruction approaches, The warning
should bring life. Neglected, it too must
result in death.

“O brother, be careful, the world would
rush in;
Its voices of flattery whisper of sin,
Its pleasures invite thy spirit to stray
In some pleasing path, diverse to God’'s
way.

“0O sister, be careful, for beautv has
wings,

The smile of a world may cheat mighty
kings.

Remember the Cbrist, with boly design,

Is still God’s example for your life and
mine.
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“The gloaming is falling, the setting of

sun

Now gilds the horizon ; soon day will be
done.

My brother, my sister, say, how will
you stand

When the holy are called to Emmanu-
el’s 1and ?”

NORTH NEW SOUTH WALES
CONFERENCE

IT is with a definite feeling of gratitude
to the Giver of every good and perfect
gift for the wondertul way in which He
has helped the North N.S.W. Confer-
ence during the quadrennial period under
review that we present this report. Asour
minds dwell upon the difficuliies that have
been encountered in droughts, fl »ods, and
industrial troubles, we are led to exclaim,
“ Surely goodness and mercy hath fol-
lowed us.” While we asciibe to our
Heavenly Father all the glory due to His
holy name for the success that has at-
tended the efforts of the evangelists, de-
partmental secretaries, and lay members,
yet as I have followed in the footsteps of
the ex-president of this conference, 1 feel
as did the apostles when Christ said, “
sent you to reap that whereon ye be-
stowed no labour.”

Membership

Qut of the population which comoprises
this conference, estimated at 400,000, we
are glad to be able to claim 1,219 as mem-
bers of our 20 organised chmches. Four
yeass ago we reported 25 churches, with
a membershipof 1,191. During the period
uuder review seveu churches have been
disbanded, mainly through members
moving 10 other places, while two have
been raised up and received into the
sisterhood of chuiches, Fitteen of these
churches meet in buildings ot their own,
one new building having been erected
during the quadrennial period, namely, at
Inverell. Thiee hundred and six precious
souls have demoustrated in a practical
way their faith in the third angel’s mes-
sage by stepping forward in the ordinance
of baptism. Oue very regrettable teature
of our report is the dropping of 150 1ames
from our chuich rolls, This figure, how-
ever, iucludes names taken from the
books as a result of the cleansing of our
records, covering a period of years ex-
tending back to the early days of this con-
ference, Since last we met in session 44
of our members have been laid to rest to
await the call of the great Life-giver.

Labourers

We had 27 labourers in this field four
years ago. Since then 7 have been added.
The present staff comprises 7 ordained
ministers, 4 licensed ministers, 5 licensed
missionaries, 4 licensed teachers, an office
staff of 4, and last but not by any means
the least, 10 colporteurs.

Financial

It is with grateful hearts that we are
able to report quite a substantial increase
in tithes and offerings for the last four
years as compared with the previous
quadrennial period. At the end of 1925
our tithe report was £27,381, while in the
period just closed £35,519 was handed in.

From the following figures it will be
clearly seen that every fund but one,—the
miscellaneous offerings for local confer-
ence work,—shows an increase in con-
tributions compared with the previous
quadrennium :

years there has been a net gain in the run-
ning of the Book D-:partment, as follows:
1926, £214; 1927, £157 % 1928, £305: and
1929, £40. OQOur Bouk D -partmeunt operat-
ing account now stauds at £800 on the
right side of the ledger.

Local Local Appeal Foreign
Tithe Ch’ch Offgs. Conf. Offgs. for Missic.ns Miss. Offgs

1926 £8.605 £1,006 £126 £1,190 £3,862
1927 9.365 1,10% 123 1,426 4 426
1928 8726 717 156 1,238 4.289
1929 8823 668 142 1377 4549
Totals £35519 £3,496 £547 £5,231 £17 126
Prev. 4 yrs. 27,381 2579 691 4571 11608
Increase £8,138 I £917 D-r £144 I.c £660 Inc. £5,518

The grand total given by our own peo-
ple for the four years is £56,688, an in-
crease of £14,420 over the period ending
with 1925. Lhe average per member per
year, not including Appeal for Missions,
works out at £11 13s. 11d. The present
worth of the conference is £6,099, and the
tithe fund stands at £3,299.

Sabbath School Department

Four years ago we reported 29 organ-
ised Sabbath schools, with a memnership
of 1,478. These contributed £6,223 for
the support of missions. At December 31
last we showed an increase of 4 schools,
with an added membership of 210, The
total contributions from our 1,688 mem-
bers amounted to £II,418, being £5,195
higher than those of the previous period.
We attribute this very substantial in-
crease to the untiring efforts of our Con-
ference Sabbath School Secretary, who
is constantly placing before her schools
the great needs of the fields beyond.

Missionary Volunteer Department

Very encouraging are the reports that
come in from our Missionary Volunteers,
and we realise that our young people are
our greatest asset. In 1925 we had I9
socicties, with a memuveciship of 432.
Since then 4 new societies have been or-
ganised, and the membership has in-
creased to 665. For the previous
guadrennial term the offerings given by
our young people amecunted to £267, but
again we are able to report a wonderful
increase of £809. The total contributions
for the four years ending 1929 were
£1,076. There has also been au increase
in the home missionary activities of our
young people.

Book Department

Recognising that “the Lord gave the
word and great was the company of them
that published it,” our faithful band of
colporteurs, averaging 9 for the perioa
under review, has been instrumental in
the Lord’s hands of securing orders for
our truth-laden subscription books to the
value of £13,762, an average of £3,441 per
year, as compared with £3,225 per year
for the previous period. In 1929 orders
for £3,804 were secured, this being the
second highest year in the history of the
conterence, (In actual fact it was a
record year, as a report for £30 reached
the cffice just a few days too late to be in-
cluded in the annual report.) The retail
price of trade books sold was £3,440; and
petiodicals, £2,115. The Profit and Loss
statements reveal that in each of the four

Home Missions Department

One of the most important lines of mis-
sionary work engaged in by our people is
the annual Appeal for Missions, which
embraces both foreign and home missions,
Many good experiences have been re-
corded by our members, and homes opened
to workers as a result of these campaigns,

We are pleased to be able to report that
during three out of the four years the
goals suggested by the Union Conference
Commiitee were exceeded. In 1926 we
fell short by onlv £10. The toial col-
lected for the four years amounts to
£5.231. Through the Bi% Week efforts
£737 has been raised in book sales and
offerings. Several of our churches,
guided by our Conference Home Missions
Secretary, did good work with Life and
Health, especially during 1929, when over
200 annual subscriptions to this good
magazine were secured. The emiire
profits were used to purchase tracts, and
as the result over 15,000 tracts have been
circulated. We are sorry to have to re-
port that our present quota of Signs of the
Times is barely one per member. A big
drop in our circulation came as the resuit
of the increase in price of this periodical.

Educational

Many are the blessings derived from
the Australasian Missionary College,
which we are indeed privileged to have in
our midst, and we take this opportunity
of expressing our appreciation of the valu-
able help given by the members of the
college taculty and students in the 1aking
of church services, the conduciing of mis-
sion efforts by the homiletics class, and
numerous other avenues in which our fine
body of young people in traiuing is so
pobly dssisting. If space would permit,
much more might be said ot the enthusi-
asm of the college members as they take
up campaign work, such as, for instavce,
the Appeal for Missions, when over £400
was collected in one week. Two primary
schools are in operation in this field, one
at Avondale and the other at Quirindi.
The total enrolment of these two schools
is 111. Three teachers are engaged at the
Avondale school, and one at Quirindi.

General

No less than seven camp-meetings have
been held during the past four years,—one
each at Waratah and Singleton, two at
Lambton, and three at Lismore. At all
of these gatherings there was a good at-
tendance and a blessed spirit of love and
unity among the worshippers. Our force
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of evangelists has worked faithfully, and
many letters have come in from lay mem-
bers expressing most heartily their ap-
preciation of the help received from our
various workers. There is a growing in-
terest of Jate yearsin the Northern Rivers
districts, and we are glad to be able to
station workers at various centres there.

Conclusion

1 feel that I cannot close this report
without stating that there is a fine spirit
of love and unity among the workers and
laity of this conference, and the help given
by the executive committee is inestimable.
It is to these factars that we attribute the
measure of success that our mighty Helper
has given to us. Most gratefully do we
acknowledge the handiwork of Him who
doeth all tnings well, and as a conference
we press on with greater determination ta
finish His work, for soon the measure of
the world’s guilt will have reached its
climax; then God will come quickly to
cut His work short in righteousness.

P. G. FOSTER,
President.

VICTORIAN CONFERENCE

IN presenting this report of the wark in
Victoria for the past four years, we are
led to express our thanksgiving to God for
His care over His work and workers,
and for His goodness to us as a people
at all times. We quote from Psaim
79:13: “So we Thy people and sheep of
1 hy pasture will give Thee thanks for-
ever: we will show forth Thy praise to all
generations.”

For some time previous to the last ses-
sion Victoria and Tasmaunia were united,
but by action of that meeting they were
again separated, which action took effcct
at the end of 1926, and thus it is some-
what difficult to draw comparisons be-
tween the quadrennium just past and the
one previous.

Membership

At the close of 1929 our membership
was 1,530, only I4 more than at the close
of 1925. This is very disappointing, in
view of the fact that no less than 260 per-
sons have been baptised during those four
years. During that time death claimed
64, but this still leaves 196 to be accounted
for. There are just twa other avenues by
which losses occur, namely, removal from
the State and apostasy. There is no
reason to think we have lost more by re-
moval than we have gained, and so this
latter number must be put down almost
entirely to that process knowa as cleaning
up of church rolls. We know a good deal
of this has been done during the time,
especially so during the last year; but we
da not shut our eyes to the fact that most
of this work is made necessary by people
losing their interest in the message, and
we feel that this matter must receive very
earnest attention by this conference.

Staff

The staff of warkers at the end of the
term was made up of 9 ordained ministers,
7 licensed ministers, 12 holding missionary
licenses, and 7 office warkers. Doubtless
many of the delegates will remember that
owing to finances being low, steps were

taken at the last session to relieve this
canterence by reducing the number of
workers. With this help the situation
quickly righted itself. For the last
two years or more we have been gradually
getting back to the number carried
previous ta that reduction.

Finances

The study of these is certainly more en-
couraging, and shows a more healthy
growth than those of our membership.
Tithe for the four years amounts to
£50,398, nearly £2,000 more than in the
preceding term. The total amount for
foreign missions, apart from the Appeal,
is £28,725; adding the Ingathering amount
of £12 150 brings the total up t2 £40,875.
If we again add to these figures the
amount raised for local church needs and
educational work we have £41,748, which,
when aided to the tithe, brings the total
to £92146. When this is divided among
the 1,500-odd members, it means that
each oue has donated over £15 per annum
to the cavse. Let us thank God because
He enables us to do so much.

Tract Society

For part of the time covered by this re~
port the work in the Book Department
was much lower than usual, but we re-
joice that during the past year it has more
than recovered from the tempoiary set-
back. There have been, on an average,
about 15 colporteurs in the field, and the
total amount of business done for the
period amounted to £13,306. ( [his is the
wholesale value as from e Iract Society,
not the retail value from the field))

We are sorry to report, hawever, that
in spite of careful handiing and liberal
treatment on the part of the conference,
this department shows a loss on its run-
ning for the last five years of £1.764.
But we feel that the placing of liteia-
ture in the homes of the peaple is mission-
ary work of the highest arder, and that
the constant scouring of the field by our
team of colporteurs, as well as visitiug the
isolated members and helping in the meet-
ings of the scattered companies, is some-
thing which helps to compensate for the
financial loss sustained.

Home Missions and Missionary
Volunteer Work

The work done through this department
is partly reported under Finances, as a
good deal of the energies of our people is
now directed to the raising of means with
which to carry on the work in the mission
fields. We wish that space would permit
the reporiing of the many thousands of
missionary visits paid, in addiition to
nearly 500,000 magazines and papers dis-
tributed, as well as a large volume of ather
work done by the members., The young
people themselves raised £1,690 for foreign
wark, as well as £354 for home work and
special purposes,—a total of £2,044.

We are glad to remember that although
we cannot keep or present a full report of
all the work, not one act done in the
name of Christ is overlacked by Him, and
we rejoice to know that so many of our
members, especially of the young people,
are finding satisfaction and enjoyment in
the service of our Master.

Sabbath School

The continual and regular growth of
this department makes it a pleasure to
report on it. The number of schools in-
creased from 50 to 54 during the period,
and the membership, now standing at
2.460, shows a growth of 330 in the four
years. The total offering tor the period
was £10 449, or £2,001 better than during
the preceuing quadrennium. The goal
of “ every church member in the Sabbath
school ”” was reached by 38 schools; and
the offering goal of one shilling per week
per member was reached by 21 schools.
Honour cards to the number of 6,775 for a
perfect record in both daily study and
attendance were distributed, and 1,238
bookmarks for a perfect yearly record
from one to thirteen years. It is the con-
stant endeavour of this department to see
that every Sabba'h-keeper enjrys the
benefits of the Sabbath school, and we
hope to see this goal fully attained.

Educational Work

We commenced the period with 4
church schools, and closed with 5, twa of
which are doing advanced work. The
staff increased from 6 to 10, two members
of which are juniors. The enrolment
grew from I35 ro I5I, with a smaller
number of non-Adventist children. The
fact that out of 17 scholars who sat for
their Merit Certificate at the end of last
year 15 were successful, is sufficient to
show that the work done in our schoals is
not behind that of the Staie in the ordin-
ary branches of education, B-cause the
Bible is given its proper place in the sys-
tem and our children are continually
uader the influence of Christian teachers,
our own schools are by far the best for
the children of this denomination.

Conclusion

We close this report with a few words
of our great appreciation of the spirit of
ca-operation and loyalty which we find
among our members and workers gener-
aliy. In the office we can truly say we
are a happy family. Thanks are due also
to the members of the different com-
mittees which have carried the responsi-
bulity of directing the woik from year to
year. We sincerely express our sympathy
to thase who bave last loved ones during
the term, and our prayer is that we may
all work unitedly to hasten that day when
the wark will be finished and our Lord
appear. May we all be ready to meet
Him.

G. G. STEWART,
President.

B .

“ WE must be mastered by a Person as
well as by a purpose.”

“WE are not simply a denomination ;
we constitute a movement,”

“ THE pursuit of truth is not to be con-
fused with the possession of truth.”

“ TRUTH does not need to be protected ;
it needs to be presented.”

“NEVER confuse coatending for the
faith with being contentious about the
faith.”

“IT is a definite advance for a driving
doctrinarian to try to put Christ into every
doctrine; but it is more wonderful to dis-
caver that the doctrines are all in Christ."’



6/10/30

29 ALISTRALASIAN RECORD

29

—aw we

SIGNS PUBLISHING COMPANY

“ OUR publishing work was established by the divec-
tion of God and under His special supervision. It was
designed to accomplish a specific purpose. Seventh-day
Adventists have been chosen by God as a peculiar people,
separate from the world. . . | The greatest wealth of truth
ever intrusted to mortals, the most solemn and fearful
warnings ever sent by God to man, have been committed
to them to be given to the world; and in the accomplish-
ment of this work our publishing houses are among the
most effective agencies.”—" Testimonies for the Church,”
Vol. VII, p. 138.

We are glad for the part which the publishing house
has had during the past four years in helping forward the
work of God throughout the Australasian Division. We
believe that during this period it has again been demon-
strated that our literature ministry is still one of ** the
most effective agencies ” in the accomplishment of the
work committed to the Advent people.

It is of interest to note that from the beginning of
the book workin this field to the close of 1929, over seven
hundred thousand large subscription books have been
sent out by the publishing house.

We are told that ““some who buy the books will lay
them on theshelf or place them on the parlour table, and
seldom look at them,” but the servant of God adds,
“ Still God has a care for His truth, and the time will
come when these books will be sought for and read.”
Doubtless a large number of the 700,000 books which
have been sold by our faithful colporteurs still rest on
the shelves practically unopened, but we know that these
books will yet bring peace and hope to many troubled
hearts before probation closes. Let us ever pray that
the Lord will water the seed which has been sown through
the years, that it may yield an abundant harvest in the
kingdom of God.

Literature Sales

‘We regreb that there has been a decrease in the vol-
ume of literature sent out by the publishing house dur-
ing the four years, but we are glad to be able to state
that the last year of the quadrennium showed quite a
decided improvement, the total business done being
aboutb equal to the sales for the last vear of the previous
period.

The retail value of literature sold, not including peri-
odicals, totals £114,790, compared with £142 448 for the
previous four years,—a decrease of £47,658, or a lit:le
more than 19 per cent. Our small books known as
“helps ” show an increase of £3,013, and trade book
sales have increased from £12,725 to £18,424, represent-
ing a gain of £5,699, or almost 45 per cent. The decrease
in total sales is due to a big falling off in the subsecrip-
tion book business. The retail value of subseription
books sold totals £80,260, compared with £116,641 for
the parallel period,—1922 to 1925,—showing a reduction
of £36,381, or a little more than 31 per cent. Medical
book sales dropped from £58,271 to £54,284, showing a
decrease of £3,987. Religious book sales for the last
four years totalled £25,976, compared with £58,370 for
the previous period, the decrease amounting to £32,394,
—u little in excess of 55 per cent.

A more accurate comparison of sales can be made by
dealing with the number of books sold instead of the
retail value, as values are affected by changes in the
selling prices.

The following ‘statement shows the trend of sub-
sceription book sales year by year during the last two
quadrennial periods :

Number of Subscription Books Sold

1924 32,372 1926 16,097
1923 14,8561 1927 15,321
1924 22,873 1928 14,063
1925 20,943 1929 16,841

Four yrs.’ total 96,039 Four yrs.” total 62,322

The decrease in the number of books sold is 33,717 when
compared with the previous four-year period.

It will be noted that the number of boaks sold for the
last year of the last quadrennial periodis just a little
more than half the number sold during the first year of
the previous period. It should, howsver, be kept in mind
that the year 1922 was the peak year in our subscription
book business. The average number sold annually for the
previous four years-—1918 to 1921—was 25,559, Qur sub-
seription book sales climbed steadily from just over 20,000
books in 1912 #ill the 32,000 mark was passed in 1922,
Since 1922 there has been a decline, the lowest point be-
ing reached in 1928, when the sales just passed the
14,000 mark. We were much encouraged by the good
increaseof 2,778 in the number of books sold during the
last year, 1929.

Religious and medical book sales for the past eight
years are as follows :

Religious Books Sold

1922 18,550 1926 6,884
1923 11,749 1927 6,261
1924 12,747 1928 4,874
1925 9,133 1929 5,664

Four yrs.” total 52,179 Four yrs.’ total 23,683
Medical Books Sold

1922 13,822 1926 9,213
1923 8,102 1927 9,060
1924 10,126 1928 9,189
1925 11,810 1929 11,177

Four yrs.” total 43,860 Four yrs.” total 88,639

It will be noticed that religious books show a decrease of
28,496 and that medical book sales are less by 5,221.

It is interesting to note that the relation of subscrip-
tion books sold during the past four years to orders taken
by colporteurs during the same period is 70 per cent.
The relation of subscription books produced to sales dur-
ing the quadrennium is just a little under 96 per cent.
Production has been watched carefully in order fo avoid
the financial and other problems which come with over
production.

The number of helps sold total 161,408, compared
with 114,459 for the parallel period of 18922-1925, show-
ing a splendid increase of 46,949 books. While more of
our small bocks have been sold in connection with Big
Week efforts during the past four years, yet the good in-
crease is mainly due to increased sales by colporteurs.
We much appreciate the good work which has besn done
with these small books by our colporteurs and church
members. During the last two or three years we have
given special attention to the covers of the small books
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produaced for our colporteurs and for Big Week efforts, all
such books now being brought out in attractive three-
colour covers. These covers have been appreciated, and
the improvement in sales is doubfless due to some extent
to the more attractive form in which these publications
are now prepared.

Financial

‘We have greatly appreciated the effort made by the
Health Food Department to place with us as much of
their printing requirements as possible, instead of having
the work done by outside houses. This has frequently
tided us over a difficult period when work has been
needed to keep muchines in operation.

The downward trend of the subscription book busi-
ness has brought financial problems to the publishing
house, due to the fact that it has been necessary to spread
overhead charges over a much smaller volume of husiness,
thus increasing costs of production and reducing profits. A
careful watch has been kept on all expenditure with a
view to reducing costs wherever possible, and efforts have
been made to increase the production of machines and
workers by improving facilities and methods, it being re-
cognised that this is one of the most effvctive ways of de-
creasing production costs. We have much appreciated
the help of a loyal and willing staff as we have endeav-
oured to solve the problems which reduced business has
brought to us. It has been necessary to reduce our staff
considerably, but as far as possible this has been done
only as other avenues of employment have opened up,
thus avoiding bardship to the workers concerned. That
there has been quite a decrease in our staff is evident by
a comparison of the wages paid during the first and the
last years of the quadrennial period, the latter showing
a reduction of over £2,000.

During the greater parf of the four years the whole
of our operating expenditure has been controlled by
budget, a plan which has been found of great value. The
careful study of the various items of expense required for
the budgeting of expenditure on a proper basis is in
itself of decided help in the control of expenditure, as it
gives a view of the business not usually obtained in any
other way. Sinca we introduced budgetory control the
total expenditure has not at any time exceeded the
amount provided in the budget.

Recognising the influence of environment on the
quality of work produced, an effort has been made to im-
prove the appearance of the outside surroundings of the
factory, as well as o make provision for better arrange-
ments for the work inside by providing more floor space,
thus relieving congestion which has existed and enabling
more expeditious handling of the work in the various
departments.

“Signs of the Times”

As it became necessary to reduce expenses whersver
possible in view of the falling off in business, considera-
tion was naturally given to the heavy loss of over
£1,200 per year on the production of our weekly paper,
the Signs of the Times. After careful consideration by
the Publishing House Board and the Union Conference
Committee, it was decided that from November 1, 1927,
the price of the paper should be increased to 2d. on the
understanding that the price to Tract Societies should
be 1%d and to church members 14d. per copy. While
the retail price was increased by 1d. per copy, yet of
this amount only one-third of a penny came to the pub-

lishing house. This was, however, sufficient to en-
tirely wipe out the heavy loss being incurred in the
production of the Signs, so that during last year instead
of a loss there was a profit of £47, or almost £1 per
week.

While we know all will rejoice in the wiping out of
the heavy loss on our weekly journal, yet there will be
regret that the circulation has steadily declined since
the price was increased. When the change was made
the weekly circulation was almost 20,000 copies. It
now stands at just a little above 11,000 copies. Be-
cause of the continued decline in the circulation, the
Signs is again being produced at a loss, which, although
now comparatively small, will steadily increase unless
something can be done to stop the downward trend and
to gradually build up the circulation. We believe the
right thing was done in increasing the price, thus wiping
out the heavy loss heing incurred each year, and we are
confident that with the co-operation of leaders, workers,
and lay members it will be possible to again build up
the circulation so that the Signs can be produced with-
out loss, and at the same time more souls will be won ;
for it is generally recognised that the slogan  More
Signs More Souls ”’ is still as true as ever.

The decreased business done by the publishing house
during the last four years has, as would be expected,
greatly reduced the profits earned by the institution.
We are glad, hawever, that some profit has been made,
although the amount is quite small compared with the
amount earned during the previous four years. The
profit for the latter period amounts to £32,611 compared
with £10,529 for the former period. It is of interest to
note that of the profit of £2,611 for the past four years,
over £2,000 was earned during the last year, 1929.
This indicates what improvement can be expected in the
earnings of the institution as business increases and
production costs are improved.

Reduction of Liabilities

Perhaps the most pleasing feature of our report is the
big reduction which has taken place ‘n our liabilities
during the four-year period. At the beginning of the
last quadrennium the liabilities stood at £32,365, com-
pared with £5,310 at the close of the period, showing a
reduction of £27,055.

During the last four years the Health Food Depart-
ment has contributed from its own funds the large
amount of £19,326 towards the liquidation of loans held
by the publishing house. This large sum of money
could we!l have been used in the interests of the Health
Food work, but we know that the Lord will bring even
greater prosperity fto that department hecause of the
liberal spirit which has been manifested towards the
publishing work, for we read of all our institutions that
*“ their success will increase in proportion as they exer-
cise disinterested liberality ’ towards other institutions
in greater need.

We have also to express appreciation of liberal gifts
of $2,500 each, received from two of our sister instita-
tions, the Review and Harald Publishing Association and
Pacific Press Publishing Association, both amounts
being given for the reduction of our indebtedness. In
sterling these gifts represent £1,0'6, making a total of
£20,352 received from other institutions for the reduction
of our interest-bearing loans which amounted to £22,035,
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the balance of £1,683 having been met from our own
funds.

We thank the Lord for the wonderful way in which
our heavy indebtedness has been lifted within the short
space of four years.

Future Prospects

While we are unable to report an increase in the
business done by the publishing house during the quad-
rennium, yet it is possible to gain encour:gement from
the figures .given covering the sales for the past eight
years, for although they show a downward tendeney till
almost the end of the period, yet it does seem that the
lowest point has now been reached so that we can look
forward to a gradual improvement in the demand for our
literature, and a steady upward movement towards the
82,000 mark for the subscription book sales previously
reached just eight years ago.

We believe that the leaders of the work thoughout
the field recognise that one of the best ways of building
up the church membership is to have a strong band of
colporteur evangelists at work throughout the year.

The Secretary of the Publishing Department of the
General Conference, in his report presented at the recent
session of the General Conference, stated that ‘it is
more and more evident that one of the best paying in-
vestments a conference can make is to support a strong
colporteur work in its territory.”

The president of one of the South American confer-
ences has borne the following testimony as to the value
he places on the work being done by our faithful col-
porteurs :

“TI believe that when we reach the kingdom of God,
we shall find that from 80 to 90 per cent of tlose who
accepted the truth in the thue of the end and were saved,
will be there because of the literature ministry. There
is no other department that wins as many souls as the
Publishing Department.”

We realise that the success of the work in the field
depends to a large exten!, upon the spirit of service and
consecration revealed in the lives of those who prepare
the literature at the publishing house. We sense the
great responsibility which thus rests upon us, and we
look to the Liord for the help which we need, that there
may be nothing in our lives which would hinder His
blessing on this important branch of His work. We
have much appreciated the hearty co-operation of our
staff in the conduct of the work during the past four
years, and we are happy to state that we believe that
there is a determination on the part of the publishing
house workers that their lives shall be in harmony with
the principles of the Advent message in order that the
Lord may be able to use them fully in His service.

In closing this report we would also express our ap-
preciation of the hearty co-operation received from con-
ference officials and our faithful band of colporteurs.
The counsel of the brethren has brought help and en-
couragement as we have faced the problems which have
arisen.

We look forward to the future with hope and con-
fidence in God, and pray that His richest blessing will
continue to rest upon the work of the *literature min-
istry” throughout the Australasian Division.

W. 0. JOHANSON,
Manager.

COOK ISLANDS MISSION

To the members of the Australasian Union Conference
assembled in council, the believers in the Cook Island mission
field send greetings.

The inhabited islands comprising the Cook Group number
eleven, with a total population of approximately 7,000, Our
work was established on the principal island of the group,
Rarotonga, thirty-eight years ago. Now there are churches
and compahies on eight of the 1sland,§! with an isolated Sab-
bath-keeper on BFANd d total membershxp of ninety-
three. Our Sabbath schools number nine, with a membership
of 255. In seven of the companies Missionary Volunteer meet-
ings are held, and any who are interested enough to attend are
counted as members, regardless of age, otherwise there would
not be sufficient to conduct the meetmgs During the quad-
rennial period there have been twenty-six baptised, but a num-
ber have “fallen asleep,” thus making the net gain small
There are others awaiting baptism on some of the outer islands,
but there seems little prospect of visiting them for some time
to come.

Interisland communication is poor, and the stops short at
each port, therefore it is difficult to do efficient visiting among
the islands. However, all companies have been visited, with the
exception of those at Buka Buka and Palmerston. With the
former there is now no local communication at all, the trad-
ing interests having been acquired by a firm operating from
Samoa, so it would mean a trip via New Zealand and Samoa in

The Rarotonga Church

order to visit there. They have not had a visit from any of us
for about ten years. Palmerston Island has a schooner calling
there once and occasionally twice a year for very brief visits,
so it has not been possible to arrange a trip to this island that
would allow sufficient time to examine those who are prepir-
ing for baptism, give necessary instrnction, and administer the
rite. If it could be arranged for one of our own vessels to
visit these islands, so that some days could be spent at each,
giving long enough to do the necessary work, it would be of
great assistance to this mission.

Another need here is the efficient training of native help.
So far the field has failed to train its own native workers, not
for the lack of suitable young people, but through having no
facilities. Given reasonable facilities, or access to a suitable
training school, there is no reason why a strong corps of
native helpers should not soon be available to take the lead in
the outlying islands.

We are thankful to God for His continued presence with us.
We praise Him for what has been done for the advancement
of His kingdom in this field, and ascribe to Him alone the
glory, while deploring our inefficiency.

‘We thank you for your liberal support of the work here in
the past, and promise to use in the most economical and
efficient way we know, that which you see fit to allow for
the administration of this field.

H. B. P. WICKS,
Superintendent.
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MISSIONARY
VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT

THE real strength of this movement is
wrapped up in our children and young
people. That these youth are passing
through a grave crisis every one knows,
This fact should profoundly impress us, and
should render it impe ative that there be
brought to bear upou their lives every avail-
able irfluence that would tend to promote
their physical, intellectual, and spiritual
welfare.

This vitally important work of safeguard-

ing and training the children and youth.

through their every successive stage of devel-
opment, from their hirth to maturity, is
the ultimate goal of the Missionary Volun-
teer movement. This task of being archi-
tects and builders of the church of to-mor-
row is sursly the greatest task in the world.
Every oue will admit that for one depart-
ment to successfully earry such a pro-
gramme is an absolute impossibility ; it calls
for the unfeigned interest of every other de-
partment of our work, of every Union and
loal conference worker, and of every church
officer and church member. Al} these forces
must be mobilised to do their part in saving
our children and youth from sin, in holding
them to the chweh, and in guiding them
in service, if we would secure anything
approaching the results which it is impera-
tive must be achieved if our denomiunation
is to make any real progress. It is only by
saving her young that the church herself
can be saved.

In spite of humau frailties and all the
shorteomings of leadership, the I ord is bless-
ing the work of the Missionary Volunteer
Dopartment. It can be said without fear
of exaggeration that the work of God has
heen greatly benefi ed, and that many hun-
dreds of children and young people have
been saved to the cause, and have been
helped and eunobled through the endeavours
of the M V., organisation. It is really im-
possible to place ou record by figares the
highest achievements of the department, for
statistics do not voice the real strong things
of any religious movement, However, fig-
ures do teach lessons, and so to help us form
some estimate of the results of the efforts
put forth, we would draw attention to some
statistics which show that there has been
very sasisfactory aud most encouraging pro-
gress made during the period under review.

The figures for our young people’s work
in the mi~sion field alone show phenomenal
growth, as the following figures indicate :

1922-25  1926-29 Increases
Missionary Visits 1.132 22,476 21 344
Bible Re dings 1,025 83978 32,958
Hrs. C. H. Work 1,066 52,385 51,319
Periodicals Sold
and Given 1,843 28458 21615
Tracts Distributed 192 6 815 6.623
Letters Written 884 10,042 9,758

We thank our Heavenly Father for the ad.
vancement that has resulted from the varied
activities of the movement.

Membership

At the close of 1923 there were through-
out the Divisirn 265 societies, with a mem-
hership of 7.427. During the four years
under review just three short of 100 new so-
cieties ware organised, and 3,162 new mem-
bers added. Tnis growth in membership
represents an increase of almost 74 per cent

on the membership at the close of the
previous psriod. And during this time just
forty-two short of a thousand of our Mis-
sionary Voluuteers have stepped up, by
baptism, from preparatory membership in
the movement to true msmbership.

The growth in reporting membership has
not been so satisfactory, However, over 51
per cent of our Missionary Volunteers are
workers—doing service for the Master each
week. The last young people’s world report
available indicates that the Australasian
Division, in the item * percentage of re-
porting members ” now stands third on the
list, which is a far better showing than
that of four years ago.

Activities

Hundreds of our young people find their
first entrance into the field of missionary
service through the activities of the WMis-
sionary Volunteer Department. It is re-
markable the volume of missionary work
that our youth do during a gquadrennial
period. TFor the period under review they
distributed 1,684,297 pieces of literature,
which is an iucrease of more than 100.000
over the previous period. In other words,
this increase means that 18 more papers
were circula'ed every day during the last
four years than during the previous term.

The number of Bible studies given totals
54,827. Seventy-six years would have to
elapse before a Bible worker, giving two
Bible studies every day, could report this
number of studies. With but one exception,
every item of missionary work shows
growth when compared with the figures for
the 1922 25 perind. In one item there is
an increase of 240 per cent, in another 125
per cent, and in a number of others over 60
per cent,—the average percentage increase
workiong out at 70.

The following are the figures in detail for
the main items :

1022-25
Missionary Visits 174 597
Bible Reading« 16,390
Hours C. Help Work 272,259
Periodicals S>1d 377.911
Pericdicals Given 817,350
Traets Districuted 359.752
Books §-1d 8,047
Books Given 21,117
Letters Written 35,099

Offerings

The Australasian young people give in
offerings more iu proportion than any other
Division of the Genersl Conference. This
is a record of which we believe-we can justiy
be proud. Last year our Missionary Vol-
unteers made the large gift to missions of
over £2 084, which is a record, only baving
been exceeded once before in the history of
our Missionary Volunteer work. Our young
people of the Cook Islands, Tonga, and
and Monamona'shared in the raising of this
amount. In ccnupection with the young
peopla’s offerings, special mention should
pe made of the splendid efforis put forth in
the raising of money for missions hy the
“sewing circles ” operating in three or four of
the conferences. The Victorian circle’s
eff yrts especially have met with success, for
durirg the last four years it has made a
profit of over £825,

The offering figures for the two quad-
rennial periods are as follows :

1922  £1,490 1926 81,748
1923 1,506 1927 1,923
1924 1,744 1928 1,945
1925 1,816 1929 2,114
£6,556 £7,730
Devotional

‘We have endeavoured in all our activities
ever to keep to the front our great obj:ctive,
that of saving the youth from sin and guid-
ing them in service. And as we have done
this, we have been led to realise as never
before that aniding results can only be se-
cured in our efforts for the young people
through personal, heart-to-heart work. 8o
your secretaries are earnestly endeavouring
to increase their capacity for personal soul-
winning, and results are already heing seen
in a deeper experience being manifested on
the part of mmany young peovle who were
finding the way lonely and dificult.

With the thought in mind that the work
for the youth must be deeply spiritual, we
have put forth special efforts to lead the
youung people to become observers of the
Morning Watch, The Lord has blessed
these endeavours, for to-day there are
almost 600 more of our Missionary Volun-
teers reporting as Morning Watch ohservers
than at the close of the previous quadren-
nial period. Tha circulation of the Morn-
ing Wateh Calendar bas increa<ed from
10.222 in 1925 to 18.871 in 1929. This
growth is due in a large degree to the intro-
duction of the plan of using the calendar
during the Big Week campaign. It has
been found that the calendar has a very
ready raie to the public, and is greatly ap-
preciated by many folk not of our faith.

Another activity of the Missionary Vol-
unteer Department that we believe is deep-
ening the spiritual life of many of our
young people is the guarterly doctrinal text

feature., This is a feature peculiar to
1026-29 Increases Decrease
204,143 30,546
54 827 38,437
366,423 96,164
347 788 30,123
838,377 21.027
443,427 83.675
18.696 10 649
36.009 14 892
58,589 23,490

other Division of the
Geuneral Conference has introduced this
special plan for memorising Secripture.
Many hundreds of our young people learn
their doctrinal texts week by week and take
the examination at the end of the quarter.
Daring the last four years 26,218 quarterly
certificates have been issued, which is an
average of 6,554 for each year. Many of
these certificates were merited by our young
people at Monamona, and in a number of
our different island fields. Almost all the
members of the Monamona M.V. Society
memorise the texts each quarter and take
the examination. In the Solomon Islands
as many as 380 have taken the quarterly
examination, a large percentage of them
always gaining the full 100 marks.

Australasia; no

Educational

For a year or two prior to 1925 the M.V,
Reading Course feature was lagging in our
Division, but during the past six years it
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has been given more attention, with the
result that it is now one of our strongest
points. Progress is heing made every year,
Iast year being a record one for this feature.
The number of certificates issued during
1929 was only 48 less than the total num-
ber issued during the four-year period 1922-
25, In one conference as many as 152
certificates were merited, which means that
one out of every four of the conference
M.V. membership received a certificate.

The standard of Attainment Course has
received special attention since 1927. A#
the present time Standard of Attainment
classes are functioning in every conference.
The approximate enrolment at December 31
of last year was 500, One president, in
gpeaking of the Standard of Attainment
work in his conference, said that it had
done more for the young people than any
other effort put forth by the Conference
M. V. Secretary had ever done in despening
the Christian experience of the young peo-
ple, in establishing their confidence in the
message, and in helping them to do more
sffective missionary work.

Junior Work

It is only during the last two years that
we have specially stressed what we term as
the ““ boy scout ™ phase of the M.V, move-
ment. These special plans for our junior
boys and girls are being successfully worked
in three or four conferences, 8o much so,
that already more than 80 of the young folk
have merited their first insignia and are
now entitled to be called “Friend.” We
find that the progressive membhership in
these plans has a strong appeal for the boys
and girls, and that the study of such things
as nature, first aid, and knot-tieing, and the
inclusion of practical home dutiesas an essen-
tial part of the Christian life and effort are
helpful factors in the development of a
wholesome religious experience. If I were
asked to name the mogt effective part of the
Missionary Volunteer machinery, the part
that under God presents boundless oppor-
tunities for soul-winning and for the up-
building of the church, I would name the
junior plans. They help us very materially
o get close to our boys and girls, and sym-
pathetically and understandingly direct
their activities towards the highest ideals.
We are confident that the majority of those
who come under the influence of these plans,
when they come to the crisis age of fifteen
or sixteen will not pass out of the church,
or away from its influences, hut will intrust
the custody of their lives forever to Christ,
The time is fully ripe for a far greater and
a far more effective work to be done than
has yet been done by all the church for the
boys and the girls in our ranks.

The Home Commission

Some of our secretaries have expended
some time and energy in the promotion of
plans for the strengthening of the home
life by promoting the work of the Home
Commission,  There are two main reasons
why we believe that such efforts are worth
while. First, because the training of the
children is dreadfully defective, owing to
parents being devoid of that knowledge by
which the training can rightfully be guided.

Second, because the child’s character can-
not be developed to its highest and divinest
expression without the intelligent and
heartiest co-operation of the parents. No
work among the young can long prosper

without the backing of the home. The
testimonies which reach us from time to
time from the Mothers’ Societies that have
heen organised, reveal to us that our min-
istry for the parents has resulted in making
many homes happier, and in helping to
make the family what God meant it to be,
namely, His first and mightiest means of
grace for the maintenance of His kingdom
among His people.

We are very desirous that the efficiency
of the M.V. Department shall be greatly in-
creased, and to this end we would request
the prayers and co-operation of all, and
would welcome any suggestions that any
member has to offer us. We thank God
for past attainment and we press on, earn-
estly praying that the Father’s love will so
fill our hearts tbat we shall be able to
rightly shepherd the lambs of His flock,
our most precious heritage.

. H. FAULENER,
Secretary.

MONAMONA MISSION,
NORTH QUEENSLAND

WHEN opening mission work at Mona-
mona for the aborigines, Pastor P. B.
Rudge and the writer found them camped
on the outskirts of the towns, and they
were in a much worse condition than raw
heathen, for they had learned very little
good from the white man, but much that is
evil, Almost all of them were morphia ad-
dicts. We were assisted by police in gather-
ing them up and bringing them onto the
mission station, and these officers usually
take the easier way to do their work. One
contingent was brought to the mission
under the following conditions :

It was show day in the town, and the
aborigines were fold to muster in strong
forces at the show because the doctor
wished to see them, as some of them had
been sick., With a desire to see the show
and the hope of receiving benefit from the
doctor, they came in fairly good numbers.
But, alas, they saw little of the show and
less of the doctor, for they were rounded up
and sent to Monamona by the next train,
in charge of two policemen. You may
imagine how they felt about such treat-
ment, They acted as if they thought the
mission was some new form of tyranny and
the migsionaries were to be their new mas-
fers ; and with this kind of removal, and
feeling the awful craving for morphia, it
can he imagined what a trial we had to
keep them on the mission. It was one
thing to tell them we were their friends,
and quite another to get them fo believe
that we were.

One woman who came $o the mission
with a baby a few weeks old, was a morphia
addict with the craving so strong that she
left her baby behind and tried to make her
escape. However, I followed her and over-
took her eight miles away, and brought her
back. With our help she overcame the
drug habit and became a good woman.
She died a few weeks ago, but we have
five of her children on the mission, grow-
ing up to be good young people,

You may ask, Wagit easy for them to get
morphia? Yes; very easy for them to get
it from the Chinese. The Chinese value
the iguana gall for medicine, and in ex-
change for one iguana gall the natives

could get enough morphia to last them
several weeks. Should a native walk away
from the mission and go to the town, he
could easily catch one or bwo iguanas. 8o
it can he seen the great trial we had with
these morphia addicts in the beginning of
our work here, But we are happy to say
that we have no morphia addicts on the
mission now. .

When the natives came to the mission
they knew no God and had no form of wor-
ship. They believed in spirits, especially
in one spirit that they called devil-devil;
they feared these spirits very much and did
many strange things to drive them away.
They also believed in bthe spirits of their
friends, and thought they would come back
and do them harm if they did not guard
their doors and windows. If their bahy
was sick, they would get a hroken glass
bottle and cut their own head until it
was mabtted with blood, and would say it
was to make baby better.

We were told by many men who had had
experience with them that it was impossible
to teach them to understand the plan of
salvation. In the early days of our work
here we had a man come to the mission
who seemed to like it well for a short time ;
then he came to me and asked if I could get
him work outside. I secured him work for
food and ten shillings a week, and he was
well satisfied with this for a time; but one
day I met him all smiles, and he said, “I
got a better job, I get thirty shillings a
month, Ten shillings a week is no good to
me when I can get thirty shillings a
month.” The foregeing description is the
condition they were in. It is the pit from
which they were digged.

We now have a different people on our
migsion. It is wonderful what God has
done. The old people that were slaves to
morphia, tobacco, and drink have not made
the marked improvement that their chil-
dren have, and yet they are very different
from what they were. The young people
have made wonderful improvement, and we
have a fine company of them here, We
have a young people’s society of 102 mem-
bers. This will compare favourably with
any of our societies in our churches in the
southern conferences, in the matter of the
young people’s programmes, the Morning
Watch, the doetrinal study, the singing,
and taking part in the meetings. Our day
school has played an excellent part in their
development, This enables them to read
and study the Bible for themselves. Most
of these young people are striving to serve
the Master. Many of the younger ones are
not baptised yet, but almost all are plan-
ning that way, and hoping some day to be-
come members of our church. And what
is more, they are hoping some day to see
their Saviour and walk with Him through
the pearly gates into the city. We have
several married couples that are real earnest
Christians with a strong desire to be mis-
sionaries, who are hoping to find a place
somewhere in the great harvest field at this
Union Conference session. It would be a
wonderful incentive to the rest should they
find a field of labour. T feel confident they
would be capable of doing good work under
white supervision.

Sister Branford and I have charge of the
girls’ dormiftory. We have forty-three
bright girls to care for. They tear their
clothes and do many things for which we
have to reprove them, just as other girls do,
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but we have learned to love them and they
have learned to look to us for counsel, and
there is nothing that will give us more joy
when Jesus comes than to take these dear
girls into the kingdom with us. Brother
and Sister Borgas have charge of the boys’
dormitory, and we have a fine lot of boys
growing up.

When we look back over the past years
and remember what these people were at
the beginning of our work here, and then
gee them at the present time, intelligent
young people, capable of understanding the
gospel, loving and serving their Saviour,
anxious to become missionaries to their own
people, we can only say, What a wonderful
transformation God has wrought in them!
The statement that many psople have made
that the Australian aboriginals cannot be
taught to understand the plan of salvation
and accept Jesus as their Saviour, has been
disproved at Monamona.

There are many hundreds of these people
in Western Australia that need the good
message that we teach. The (overnment
would help us by giving us the land and
assisting us financially. The door is open
wide. What shall we do ?

J. L. BRANFORD,
Chaplain.

SOUTH NEW SOUTH WALES
CONFERENCE

IN presenting the report of the South
N.S.W. Conference for the quadrennial
period ended December 3I, 1929, we de-
sire first of all to acknowledge the good-
ness of God, as manifested in the care that
has been over us and the progress that has
attended the work. “Not unto us, O
Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name
give glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy
truth’s sake.”

Membership and Churches

At December 31, 1929, we had in the
South N.S.W. Coanference a constituency
of 1,944 members, an increase of 367, or
23.27 per cent for the period. The bap-
tisms reached a total of 430, the total for
the previous quadrennial period being 280,
an increase of 142. We have 32 organised
churches and 2 companies.

-

Workers

‘While we have issued credentials to 12
ministers in the field, not all are active;
but with 12 licensed ministers, 14 mission-
ary licentiates, and 10 office workers, we
had a pay roll of 45 workers at December
31, 1929.

The grand totals of tithe, offerings, and
Appeal funds for each year of the quad-
rennial period are as follows:

Miss' on
Year Tithe Offerings Appeal Totals
1926 £13,107 £4,863 £2,581 £20,551
1927 15,807 5,651 2,624 24,082
1928 15,358 5,623 26,85 2,3666
1929 16,869 6,028 2,987 25,884

The total increase over .the previous
quadrennial period amounts to £23,630.
The present worth of the conference at
December 31, 1929, stood at £8,366, an in-
crease of £1,433 for the four years.

Home Missions

During the quadrennial period our
churches have enthusiastically accepted
the responsibilities and privileges of the
special annual efforts, and not only have
the financial objectives of each one been
reached, but much has also been accom-
plished in the spiritual life of the church.

The general phases of missionary en-
deavour have been executed with an
earnest activity, which has produced in
some instances over 100 per cent increase,
and has also resulted in a number of peo-
ple accepting the message.

Many excellent opportunities for service
have been furnished by the Appeal cam-
paigns, and each year some souls have
accepted the truth as a result of the faith-
ful follow-up work conducted by various
church members. The following com-
parative partial report presents briefly
some of the work that has been under-
taken:

Tract Society

Our Tract Society has made splendid
progress during the period under review.
Much of this success has been due to the
untiring efforts of the secretary, Brother
W. S. Renn, The following comparative
statement shows the yearly gain or loss
during the last two quadrenniums:

1922 - Gain ~ £417
1923 - Loss - 75
1924 - Gain - 96
1925 - Loss - 173
1926 - Loss - £ 60
1927 - Gain - 181
1928 - Gain 230
1929 B Gain - 390

The profit on the operations over the
whole period amounts to £741, compared
with £265 for the previous four years.

The following comparisons of the work
done by our colporteurs are interesting :—

Year Orders Value Year Orders Value
1922 6,200 £8,138 1926 3,657 £4,629
1923 5,783 7,019 1927 3,774 4994
1924 6,458 8,330 1928 4,059 5971
1925 3,560 4,067 1929 4,231 7,085

Totals 22,001 £28,154 15,721 £22,559

We need to remember the work of the
faithful colporteur. ‘““While the world ap-
plauds success, God honours faithfulness.”

Education Department

We are conducting five church schools,
employing nine teachers, with an average
attendance of 198 pupils. A super-primary

Years Visits Bible Readings Papers Tracts Books Total tems
1922-25 45,962 5,103 298,887 55,078 6,667 411,697
1926-29 66,019 6,542 499,095 120,974 13,82 3 7<_36_, 5&
Increase 20,057 1,439 200,208 65,896 7,206 204,806

Years Appeal Big Week Hospitals Totals
1922-25 £10,110 £651 £10,761
1926-29 10877 1,167 £1,505 13,748

767 516 1,505 2,987

Increase

Missionary Volunteer Department

The young people of our conference are
organised into 30 societies, with 2 mem-
bership 0f 939. The offerings for the four
years amounted to £1,528, as compared
with £1,272 for the previous term. Many
of our young people are keenly interested
in the doctrinal texts, a number are enjoy-
ing the Reading Course books, while some
are doing excellent work on the Standard
of Attainment. The missionary endea-
vours of our youth and children cannot be

school is being conducted at North Sydney
in addition to the primary school. “The
fairest flower in the garden of creation is
a young mind offering and unfolding itself
to the influence of divine wisdom as the
heliotrope turns its sweet blossoms to the
Sun‘”

Sabbath School Department

There are 48 Sabbath schools in this
conference, with a membership of 2,309.
Five report reaching the goal of “every

Finance adequately described by figures, neverthe- church member in the Sallabagl s‘choolﬁ"
During the four years under review we less the following report is encouraging: and nine the offering goal. During the
received an income of tiglg amounting to Years Visi s Bible Readings Papers Tracts Books Totals
£51,141, an increase of £6,707 compared 1622-2 8.344 3317 248,228 80,024 5.247 465,814
with the previous four years. This in- 9 8 5 45 ’ * 105570 1043 o
crease is very satisfactory. Our offerings 1926-29 38,220 4,119 258,387 5,57 ,424 490,137
to foreign missions, exclusive of the Ap- Increase {07] 10,159 25,546 5,177 24,323
peal for Missions, were as follows: — S S —
i i Y Sabbath M. V. past four years these schools havg con-
Year Fo(r)egeg:li ngéss' P?:c?glgs (I;f?l:;i:i; Big Week Sachoaol Offerings Totals tributie?i tohmiSSionst £1 ?3 40}17' T}tl}lls tliha
(01§ £32 £4,86 splendid achievement, and shows that the
§9§6 £352§ £g;§ £646156 £II§(§ £?? ’3837 33919 g,65% members of our Sabbath schoels believe
1825 352 701 566 161 3,’438 405 5,623 that “generosity is the tree Efrom”WhICh
1929 571 748 589 148 3,509 403 6,028 we pluck the coupons of happiness.
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Religious Liberty Department

This department stands as a silent
watch dog to resist any encroachment of
our liberty. We always need to remem-
ber that “the sun which shines on liberty
rose in blood.”

Conclusion

We feel thankful to God for His great
mercy and forbearance. “We must be
alert, and with clear vision and steady
hand endeavour to follow the divine pat-
tern, as with the swiftly-flying shuttle of
human activity we weave these vari-
coloured strands into the fabric of to-day
to become the finished garment of our
yesterdays.”

“ O kindle in our souls a burning flame,
To work the highest service in Thy
name;
That we, through all the years that are
to be,
May ever dedicate ourselves to Thee.”

W. J. WESTERMAN,
President.

EASTERN POLYNESIAN
MISSION

THIS mission comprises the following
groups of islands: The Society Group,
consisting of eight islands, including
Tahiti with its seat of government and
sea port Papeete, having a total population
of 20,000; the Marquesas Archipelago to
the north-east, consisting of eight islands,
with a population of 3,500; the Paumotu
Archipelago, comprising about eighty
atolls or coral islands, stretching across
the ocean in a south-east direction for a
distance of about nine hundred miles,
only half of these wonders of the Pacific
being inhabited, and the total population
not exceeding 4,000, L astly, to the
south of this mission field in latitude 20,
is the Austral Group of four islands with
a small population of 2,000. So the total
population in all these island groups,
covering a space of about I,000 miles east
and west, is under 30,000. The French
have held occupation of all these groups
since 1880.

The main industry of them all is copra,
a product of the cocoanut. This is
gathered up from the many little islands
and brought to Papeete, where it is
shipped away, some by direct boat to
France, and the rest to U.S.A. Mother-
of-pearl is also exported.

The Society Islands are mountainous,
and the scenery very beautiful. The
temperature, generally speaking, about
Tahiti varies a little between 75 and 85
degrees, but for it to rise to the 100 mark
is very exceptional. The island of Tahiti
with its beautiful scenery, even climate,
cool nights, and being non-malarial, stands
unrivalled among the South Sea Islands,
and is more entitled perhaps to the name
“ Paradise of the Pacific " than others.
The native people are called Tahitians,
and belong to the same stock as the
Maories of New Zealand, the language
differing only in dialect. They are
rapidly falling before the more hardy
foreigner, who gradually is taking their
lands and destroying their lives with
strong drink.

The Chinese number abouf 7,000, and
are rapidly on the increase since Chinese
women are allowed by the government to
enter the islands without hindrance.
There are about 600 French people and
a few American and Finglish tourists
scatiered about. These comprise the
different races resident ouf there.

The London Missionary Society sent its
first evangelists to these groups in 1797,
and in 1812 King Pomare accepted Chris-
tianity, which was the beginning of Chris-
tian missions and the rencuncement of
heathenism. Since 1845 the Mormons
have established their religion in the Pau-
motu Group, and with the exception of a
few Catholics have maintained a strong
hold in this archipelago up to the present
time.

Idolatry is a thing of the past, and
human sacrifices
are no more; but
the onward rush of
modern paganism
and drink presents
a far greater foe
than the ancient
enemy. ‘““Fullness
of bread and abun-
dance of idleness,”
with gross indul-
gence of appetite
and passion; steeped
in the satisfaction
of a formal religion,
with no ambition
for higher aftain-
ments, expresses
not too strongly the
present condition of
the South Sea Is-
lands of the eastern
groups.

In 1890 the Sev-
enth-day Adventist
mission ship Pitcairn sailed for the first
time among the different islands of the
South Sea. Pastor Reid was left off by
the schooner a year later at Tahiti, re-~
sulting in the conversion of Paul Dean,
a native minister. He and about fifty
of his congregation joined this faith.
Some of the grown-up children of these
first converts are still with us, and remain
faithful, but the old people have all passed
away. Other missionaries who followed
were Pastors B. J. Cady, G. L. Sterling, F.
E. Lyndon, and H. A. Hill, and later on
Brethren H. S. Cozens, W. R. Howse,
and A. E. Liston. At the present time
Pastor G. L. Sterling is the only one
European missionary to carry forward the
work.

These groups of the more eastern
Pacific are more favoured by Providence
than the groups towards the west, from
the standpoint of .food and climate. The
main islands of the Society Group are
abundantly supplied with all kinds of
native food ; and should a shortage occur
from a cyclonic visitation, the valleys
inland have a large reserve of the
mountain plantain called fei, which affords
a nourishing and agreeable food for
young and old.

‘With pleasant climate, and food in easy
reach of most of the inhabitants, it can
readily be understood that the gospel of
God’s grace is not so much in demand as
it is in other countries less favoured with
the food supply.

Although the conditions for a spiritual
growth are not so favourable in these
groups, the work of the third angel’s mes-
sage has been growing steadily among the
natives, resulting in converted men,
women, and young people, for the king-
dom of God. Weare proud of our native
people in the eastern groups who have
sacrificed for the cause, and who in face
of ridicule and opposition have stood
firmly for the message for this time, and
who are supporting the cause they love
with their tithes and offerings. Diseases
in the form of venereal, leprosy, tubercu-~
losis, and elephantiasis are eating up the
native race at a marvellous rate, so that
old people are hard to find at the present
time. Weakened by disease, tuberculOsis
comes in toward the close and finishes the
tragedy.

Numbers from the various near-by is-

Believers in Huahine, Society Islands

lands visit our mission in the hope of ob-
taining medicine for their diseases. The
situation is very pathetic. Having experi-
mented on ourselves with boiled lime-
juice with good results, we have
prescribed the same to the stricken
natives. The results have surprised us,
Many have returned after a few weeks
with regained health and happy faces.
Up to the time of our leaving they were
continuing to come to the mission, I will
refer in particular to an old Mormon sea
captain of over sixty years of age who
was nearly dead with tuberculosis; bed-
ridden, he had sores on his back from long
time lying. Another severe trouble ar-
rising with intense pain and suffering,
his wife came to the mission for assist-
ance. It was discovered that his pain was
due to bladder trouble. After the drinking
of five glasses of hot lime juice, and apply-
ing a hot water bag over his bladder, the
stones which were causing all the pain
passed out, and he, needless to say, was
instantly relieved. With continual drink-
ing of the lime juice for several weeks and
paying attention to his diet, he rapidly
improved from tuberculosis, put on flesh,
and became a well man. This man and
his wife have been sounding the praise of
our mission ever since, and his wife has
brought dozens to Mrs. Lyndon for
treatment for tubercular and other com-
plaints. Most of the people who come
are Mormons from the Paumotu Group.
The Lord by these means is giving us
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favour among the Mormon people, who
are more difficult than Catholics to reach
with this message.

During 1928 and 1929 we made special
evangelistic efforts in various villages of
Tahiti which had not been worked for
fifteen years, except by the colporteur.
Taking with us from Papeete some of our
native young people to help in the singing
and playing, we conducted two efforts a
week, and sometimes three, at a distance
of from thirty to forty-five miles away,
arriving home after midnight. These
meetings were well attended by young and
old, and from what the people said we
felt very much encouraged with the out-
look. As a result, in one of the villages
worked we have a Sabbath school of
about twenty who are being instructed
gradually in all points of our faith.
Several of the older ones were baptised
before we left.

The people were being stirred with the
message in these villages, and if left to
themselves many more would have taken
their stand; but orders from the French
headquarters at Papeete brought a counter
movement by the native Protestant min-
isters and deacons, who with threats
brought fear and trembling to the poor
people, causing them to become very much
discouraged. Some of those who attended
were ordered out of the meeting. One
woman was smacked and punched in the
face by her husband for attending, but she
was there for the following meeting. At
one of the villages old women deaconesses
stood at the gate and drove the young
people away as they came along, prevent-
ing them from hearing the truth; and
then these women drew near to the meet-
ing and inspected all who were inside to
report on them. The opposition grew
quite active, even to spiking our tyres and
severing our electrical connections and
thus causing us all the trouble they could
desire,

Qur public meetings once a month at
the leper station seem to have been very
much appreciated. There are about 100
inmates at this place. All denominations
were represented at these meetings which
were held in the public place, separated
from the lepers by a sort of barricade.
Many of these afflicted people sent us
earnest requests from time to time to
build a meeting house inside the yard
where they could hear all the truth; but
not being recognised by the government
as a denomination we could not do this.
One man, a leper who was isolated, but
living in his own house a few miles from
Papeete, we visited, and instructed him
for two years, and a few months before
leaving we baptised him into the faith,
This man is half-caste French, young
and intelligent, and has become a real
witness for the truth,

In the Leeward Islands, namely, Raia-
tea, Huahine, Tahaa, and Borabora, Pas-
tor Sterling has made special efforts in
the villages during the past three years,
and has built up and strengthened our
companies and churches. With his little
14-ft. boat and 214 horse-power engine, he
crosses over the ocean from Raiatea to
the neighbouring islands 40 miles distant,
and returns at his pleasure. The Lord
has protected him in all his trips about
that part of the field, and blessed his
labours. Although the boat is small for

the high seas, it is a very handy little
craft for travelling inside the reefs and
visiting all the villages, thereby saving
much laborious work on foot inland.

Our work in the Marquesas Group is at
a standstill at present. Our Brother
Tissot, a Swiss, who has been a great help
to our company in those parts, died last
year, leaving us no one to look after our
financial interests.

The Paumotu Archipelago, with its
eighty atolls, of which forty are inhabited,
is our unworked territory. The Mormons
have held this fort for eighty-five years.
Some strong young men are needed for a
territory of this kind, who are not easily
discouraged by hardships on the sea, and
on the coral reefs, and who are willing to
leave their wives and children behind at
headquarters for the sake of these people
bound in the deceptions of Mormonism.
From the printed page that has been
scattered over these islands for years,
preparing their minds for the truth, and
by the treatments that have been given
their sick, this group stands ready for two
aggressive young men to enter and reap
some fruit at the present time.

Our paper, the Tiarama, has a subscrip-
tion list of about 1,500, With all the op-
position from the Protestant and Catholic
papers, our paper stands at the top and is
read by thousands every month. Some
friends provide us with the wireless news
every time the mail steamer arrives, and
this gives us a liftin its circulation. The
Catholic paper has attacked us fiercely
through its columns the past year, but
only to advertise us and scatter the truth
among its own people,

Our baptised membership reported at
our session four years ago was 57; and
Sabbath school membership, 140, in nine
schools, At the beginning of 1930 our
church membership stood at 85, and the
Sabbath school membership at 243 in thir-
teen schools.

Qur tithe for the three years 1927,
1928, 1929 amounted to £801, and offerings
for the same period to £506.

During 1926 the Society Islands were
visited with a severe storm, which did
great damage to the cocoanut trees, caus-
ing the nuts to fall before maturity, and

- unfitting the trees to bear again for several

years. Then in 1929 the price of copra
fell, These troubles affected our tithes
and offerings, but not so much as might
be expected, when we consider that copra
is practically the only export of any value,

After spending twenty-one years among
the islands of the South Seas, it was with
sad feelings that we said good-bye to the
people for whom we have spent the best
portion of our lives. Circumstances seem
to indicate that we return at this time to
the homeland for a time at least, and
allow stronger young men to carry for-
ward the work. Since our return Mrs,
Lyndon has undergone an operation at
the Sanitarium with very satisfactory
results,

F. E. LYNDON,
—————————e

Thy love to me, O God,
Not mine, O Lord, to Thee,
Can rid me of this dark uarest,

And set my spirit free.
— Horatius Bonar.

TONGAN MISSION

WE would like to introduce this report
with a note of praise to our Heavenly
Father for His blessing upon work and
workers in this field during the quadrennial
period just closed. We are not able to re-
port large accessions, but we believe there is
evidence of a great change. The time was
when it was difficult to carry on sustained
ovangelical efforts for the natives of this
group. But those times are gone. There
18 evidence to-day of a spirit of inquiry en-
tirely foreign to the conditions of bygone
days. We believe that the time has come
for the Loord to arise to finish His work and
to cut it short in righteousness. We hear
of wonderful happenings in other lands,
and we pray for the outpouring of the Spirit
upon the workers in our corner of the great
world field.

The peouliar conditions and racial char-
acteristics extant in the Polynesian fields
find their most intense expression here.
Consequently this is known to be a hard
field. Not that there are more hardships,
more deadly diseases, or more dangers from
fierce natives, for this is not the case. The
difficulties are of another kind. Opposition
can be met ; open hostility more often helps
than hinders; but indifference is the greai-
est enemy of the gospel evangelist in any
land.

But, as we said, conditions are changing.
People who once would never think of ques-
tioning the authority of the church are now
inquiring for themselves, and we know that
with the blessing of the Lord a harvest will
be reaped here, as elsewhere. Many are be-
coming dissatisfied with what they have.
With these the main difficulty is the sacri-
fice involved in accepting the message.
Moral conditions, native customs, family
authority, the influence of public opinion
in the village, all tend to keep back the in-
quiring soul, who, immediately he evinces
interest in this message, becomes the centre
of village gossip. But we rejoice to say
that, notwithstanding these barriers, the
Lord is calling out a people for His name,
As we learned in one of our Week of Prayer
readings, ““ The Word of God is not bound.”

We arrived in this field in March, 1927,
to take over the work from Pastor R. W.
Smith, who left for America a month later.
PFor the remainder of the year we conducted
the mission school. Then in November of
that year, Brother and Bister B. E. Had-
field arrived to take over that responsibility,
and ever since, they have applied them-
selves to the work with most commend-
able energy.

We were pleased to have a visit from the
Ysland Mission SBuperintendent, Pastor A,
G. Stewart, at the time of our general
meeting in July, 1928. His valued coun-
gel was appreciated. We regret that con-
ditions would not permit of a visit from a
Union Conference representative again this
year.

Tast year a change in certain conditions
permitted of a more aggressive evangelism,
and since then this most important branch
of the work has been pushed with energy in
this field. Work has been done in seven-
teen different villages,—nine on this main
island, five in Vavau, and three in Haapai.
Some of the efforts petered out in a little
while, but some are still in full swing.
The present programme of $he writer takes
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him to a different village every night of the
week, with two villages on the waiting list.
Three of the interests were the outcome of
an effort started by Brother Hadfield and
our Fijian brother, Apeti, during a shovt
Christmas holiday out at the back of this
island. Several from out there are planning

to attend services during our general
meeting.
An interest in the Nukualofa prison,

growing out of the efforts of a new brother,
is most encouraging. Meetings are held
there every Sabbath, and four of the in-
mates declare that they have decided for the
truth. A call having come from the coun-
try gaol, a start has recently been made
there.

Toward the end of last year the work in
the Haapai Group, so long neglected, was
re-opened ; our native brother, James Moala,
is stationed there. As a result of the re-
vival of the work there, one aged brother’s
spirits have revived, and he has returned
with joy to the fold, after about nine years
of backsliding. He is not the only return-
ing wanderer who has given joy to our
hearts of late.

Last year, as the result of a dream, two
young couples were led to study and accept
the message. Two of the four will be bap-
tised at our annual meeting next month,
and two, we hope, will be ready later.

We must not omit fo mention the hearty
support and co-operation of our self-sup-
porting workers, Brother and Sister E.
Mitchell, who last year paid a visit to the
homeland, but are now with us again.
The work of Brother Knudson and Miss M.
Ferguson in Vavau has also been much ap-
preciated.

During the four years there have been
twenty-two people baptised. We find that
75 per cent of our church members have
been won through the school work, but as
evangelical work is given prominence, we
expect to see ua larger proportion won by
that means than in the past. We believe
the combination of the two agencies will
produce the best results,

The medical missionary work done by
Brother and Sister Hadfield has helped
materially to create a good impression,
which bore results during this year’s Appeal
campaign. The amount received to date
exceeded last year's results by almost £11,
an increase of 46 per cent. The Appeal re-

sults during the period have been as
follows :

1926 No Appeal

1927 £18 14 ©

1928 14 3 0

1929 23 10 6

Total £56 7 6

Though figures are not everything, they
reveal a good deal. I would like to submit
a brief summary of tithes and offerings re-
ceived during the four-year period :

The total Big Week Offering for two
years was £4 14s, 6d. The total tithes and
offerings for the period was £1,266 53, 83d.,
or almost the amount spent in Tonga in one
year,

We feel that our greatest need is the
power of the Spirit of God for the finishing
of His work. We renew our dedication to
the Lord and His work, and face the future
with confidence, as the Lord has said, “ Be
strong and of a good courage; be not
afraid, neither be thou dismayed : for the
Lord thy God is with thee whithersosver

thou goest.” Joshua 1:9.
H. L. TOLHURST,
Superintendent.
— —
TASMANIAN CONFERENCE

NOTHING gives me more pleasure at
this moment than to present to you the
first quadrennial report of the Tasmanian
Conference since its re-organisation, The
Lord has been good to His people, and
His prospering hand has certainly been
over the work in this island conference.
Although we are but a very small family
down in Tasmania, we are certainly a
happy band. Conference and depart-
mental workers, together with church
elders and officers, show a very sympa-
thetic interest in one another and in the
work of the Master.

During the quadrennial period, advances
have been made in practically every line,
including the spiritual standing of the
members. Inthemain, ourchurchmembers
are a peace-loving, loyal-hearted flock.

Workers

At the time of the re-organisation of
the conference, there were five full-time
and one part-time workers, and three
primary school teachers labouring for the
Master in conference work in this field.
At the end of 1920 there were seven full-
time, and two part-time workers, and
three school teachers employed. I have
never enjoyed working with conference
labourers more than with the band in
Tasmania. We wish the resources of our
little conference would make it possible
for us to add to our staff,

Membership

During the quadrennial period 84 mem-
bers were received by baptism, and there
was a net gain of 13 by letter of transfer,
making a total of g7; while 26 were lost
by death and 55 by apostasy. Thus our
net increase in membership is 16. Some
cleaning up of church rolls has increased
the number under losses. It is necessary
to do this cleaning work, but we are sorry
that so many grow weary and fall by the
way.

Finance

During the preceding quadrennial
period, namely, when Tasmania was part
of the Victoria-Tasmania Conference,

Tithes Sabbath School Offerings M.V. Offerings Annual Offerings
1926 £155 12 9 £60 7 8 £3 10 0
1927 81 8 1 72 7 7% £4 8 3 28 5 5
1928 215 10 2 84 5 0 6 5 11 25 14 0
1929 23519 0 77 14 6% 15 8 10 88 5 11
Total £788 10 0 ©£294 14 11 £95 15 4

£26 3 0

£6,829 was paid in tithes by the church
members in this field. During 1926 1929
£8,613 was received, showing a gain of
£1,784. For the sameperiod £6,143 wasre-
ceived in offerings, as against £4,027 tor
the 1022-1925 period,—an increase of
£2,116. The Tasmanian people are a
willing people, which is demonstrated by
the fact that 82 per cent of the church
members are tithe-payers. Three
churches in the field have touched the 100
per cent mark. At the beginning of the
quadrennial period, the per capita offer-
ings were £7 8s. 7d., but by the end of
1929 it had risen to £9 16s. 54, an increase
of £2 7s. 10d. In the matter of offerings
the Sabbath schools have done splendidly.
During 1922-1925 £1,17¢ was given to
missions, while during the following
four years £2,045 was received, which
shows a gain of £816.

Present Worth

In September of 1926, at the time when
Tasmania was separated from Victoria,
the present worth was entered at £587,
At the end of 1929 it was £1,379, an in-
crease of £792. At the time of the re-

. organisation, a cottage was owned by

the conference, but as the presidents were
not using this home as a residence, and as
it was unsuitable for an office, the com-~
mittee decided to sell it and turn the pro-
ceeds over to the purchase of an of-
fice building. After a long search our
patience was rewarded by securing the
modern little cottage at 361 Argyle Street,
Hobart, now being used as an office.
The purchase of this property has been a
great blessing to the work in Tasmania,

Appropriations

In 1926 £1,758 was paid in tithes by the
church members in Tasmania, In 1929
£2,321 reached us, and although the re-
turns from thissource have steadily grown
year by year, yet the amount falls below
the sum required to meet the needs of
an organised conference. We are
indebted to the Australasian Union Con.
ference for the sum of £3,383 paid to our
conference in four years to assist us in
our financial needs. During the same
time, £7,434 was paid in tithes and offer-
ings to the Australasian Union Conference
Treasurer. We wish we could get along
without any appropriation, but it does not
lock as if we shall be able to do that for
some time yet.

Tract Society

We are not able to present a report for
the Tract Society for a longer period than
three years, owing to the fact that the
Tasmanian Conference did not begin to
function as a separate unift until October
of 1926. During the time mentioned
£1,157 worth of subscription books were
sold, and £544 worth of periodicals, while
£771 worth of trade books were placed in
the hands of church members and outside
readers, making a total of £2,472. With
the exception of six weeks in 1929, there
was no Field Missionary Secretary con-
nected with the book work in our field
during the time reported. We realise that
the book work is a pioneering work, and I
would be sorry to see the work suffer as a
result of not having a strong leader in the
field, but it is a very serious problem with
us to know how to make this branch of the
work self-supporting.
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Church Activities

Turning from the financial to the mis-
sionary side of our work we find that
3,033 missionary visits made, 271 Bible
readings given, 21,840 magazines and
papers distributed, 806 books sold and
given, and 5,295 tracts distributed, con-
stitute the major portion of the mission-
ary work done by our church members in
three years.

In 1926 there were 349 perfect record
cards issued to I5 per cent of the Sabbath
school membership. In 1929 about 21 per
cent of the members earned 443 perfect
record cards. For the four years 1,549
perfect record cards were issued, against
756 for the previous four years, showing a
gain of 793, or 105 per cent. During
1923-1925 there were I44 bookmarks
earned by the faithful Sabbath school
members, while 192 were earned during
the next four years.

Commencing with 175 for 1926 and
closing with 310 for 1929, there were 1,095
doctrinal text examination papers received
from the Missionary Volunteers in the
conference during the four years. For
the same period III yearly certificates
were issued by the Missionary Volunteer
Department,

Education

In these days when educational stand-
ards are based upon such insecure founda-
tions, it gives me no small amount of
satisfaction to report on our three prim-
ary schools operating in Tasmania. An
average of fifty children attended the
schools during the period, and the results
have been highly satisfactory. The prim-
ary school teacher is an honourable ser-
vant of the Lord and should be numbered
among the nobility of God’s chosen peo-
ple. What more important work is there
than the moulding of the child life ?
sincere prayer is that God will make the
church school all it should be in this move-
ment. During the four years, about nine
students have left our shores for the train-
ing school at Avondale, and we pray that
these consecrated young people will make
definite preparation for the work in the
Master’s vineyard.

General

This report would he incomplete with-
out mention of the good spiritual camp-
meetings held during the quadrennial
period just closed. In order to get the
most out of these annual meetings we
have endeavoured to eliminate every kind
of business that could be handled outside
the camp-meeting, and the result has been
so highly satisfactory that we are im-
pressed with the thought that more and
more we should aim for camp-meetings
where the major portion of the time is
given to spiritual work.

Looking at cold figures, it would seem
that our church members were growing
less inclined for home missionary work,
and while we know that this has a meas-
ure of truth in it, yet it must be remem-
bered that the serious depression through
which Australia is passing is having a
serious effect upon the earning powers of
our brethren, and.they are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to keep the wolf from
the door. )

If the next four years of my life pass

My -

as pleasantly as the last two, which have -

been given to administrative work, then I
shall feel it has been a privilege to con-
tinue in the good work of the Master.
Whatever comes our way, however, we
are willing to abide by the decision of the
Lord and desire to surrender our will to
the will of God for us. In this lies our
strength.
S. L. PATCHING,
President.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
CONFERENCE

IT is with feelings of deep gratitude fo
Almighty God for His manifold mercy and
blessing toward us, that the delegatbes of
the South Australian Conference bring fond
greetings to you, and present their report to
the delegates assembled. ’

As we look back over the four years past,
we can most clearly see that the Lord’s
hand has been over His work and people for
good ; and notwithstanding the fact that
for the last three years South Australia has
been in the grip of drought and depression
unprecedented in its history, yet in many
ways advancement has been made.

Membership and Tithe

During the quadrennial period, our mem-
bership has been as follows : 1926, 683
1927, 726; 1928, 775; 1929, 777. The
total tithe paid into the conference during
the same period was £21,348. This was
made up as follows: 1926, £5,386; 1927,
£5,439 ; 1928, £5,454 ; 1929, £5,069. For
the last two years South Australia has been
badly drought-stricken, thus accounting for
the decrease in tithe during 1929. Tam
also gorry to report that since the beginning
of 1930, owing to drought and depression,
month by month the tithe has been gradu-
ally decreaging. The present worth of the
conference is £3,897, showing a decrease of
£140 since the previous year.

Sabbath School

In 1926 the conference had twenty-five
Babbath schools, with a membership of 927,
and gave £909 in offerings. In 1927 there
were 25 schools with a membership of 986,
which gave £1,123 in offerings. In 1928
there were 28 schools and 1,068 members,
the offering for that year being -£1,054. In
1929 there were 25 schools, the member-
ship being 1,027, and they contributed
£995.

Home Missions

In 1926 37,131 units of work was done.

., 1927 52481 ,, ,, ,, ,,
3y 1928 74I652 " " " 1 r
,, 1929 85,528 ,, ., ,, N

The year 1929 shows an increase over 1928
of 10,876 units.

The following funds were raised in the
special efforts :

Appeal for Missions Big Week

1926 £1211 £107
1927 1471 96
1928 1498 86
1929 1240 139

£5,420 £428

In 1929 the Ingathering was especially
difficult, owing to the continuance of the

drought throughout the State. In the Big
Week last-year, however, 3,500 books were
sold, showing an increase of 2,080 over the
previous year.

Missionary Volunteer

In 1926 twelve Missionary Volunteer
societies were operating. with a membership
of 398 ; they raised £106 in offerings, and
reported 82,563 units of work, In 1927
sixteen societies operated, raised £123 in
offerings, and reported 49,142 units of work.
In 1928 eighteen societies operated, the
membership was 533, and' they raised £169,
and did 38,005 units of work. While in
1929 there were twenty-two societies, with
a membership of 532; £182 was raised in
offerings, and 49,710 units of work were
accomplished.

Tract Society

A loss of £56 was shown on the work of
1926, In 1927 a profit of £366 was made.
A profit of £64 was also earned in 1928, and
a profit of £47 for the year 1929,

The annual Week of Prayer offerings for
the four years totalled £684.

In conclusion, we offer the TLord
our tribute of praise and thanksgiving for
His prospering hand that has been over the
activities of the conference during this
time of drought, distress, and financial
depression,

. S. WATSON, .
President.

Devotional Meefing

CONFIDENCE IN THE
MESSAGE

Sabbath, September 6

AT the early morning devotional meet-
ing on the first Sabbath of the Conference,
Pastor A. G. Stewart presented some
helpful thoughts on the subject of “ Con-
fidence in the Message,” reading a few
verses from the tenth chapter of Hebrews
He read from verse 35 these words,
Cast not away therefore your confidence’
which hath great recompence of reward.”

The basis for our confidence is the full
knowledge of the saving power of God
and the eternal reward promised to the
overcomer. In verses 22-25 inclusive of
the same chapter, we are admonished to
draw near with a true heart in full assar-
ance of faith, and then follow two definite
further admonitions: “ Let us hold fast
the profession of our faith without waver-
ing; . . . and let us consider one another
to provoke unto love and to good works :
. . . and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching.” In these verses we
have three very definite exhortations :.

1. Let us draw near to God with a true
heart.

2. Let us hold fast the profession of our
faith.

3. Let us consider one another to pro-
voke unto love and to good works.

The first admonition calls for sincerity
of heart. We must be true to God and
to His message, and further, we must hold
fast to the profession of our faith, and
then again we must render service to God.
If we heed these admonitions and accept
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the instruction therein contained, we shall
certainly maintain our confidence in the
message and finally receive the promised
reward.

Our confidence in the message for this
time is not based only upon its prophetic
outline, but also upon the visible fruits
now borne in all lands as a result of the
promulgatien of that message. When we
remember that within the lifetime of an
individual this message has grown and
developed until to-day it is being pro-
claimed in 384 different languages in all
parts of the world, it is most reassuring.

Pastor Stewart referred to the testi-
monies borne by some of the pioneers who
attended the recent General Conference.
He spoke of Pastor E. W. Farnsworth,
who bore such a testimony of strong con-
fidence in the message. Brother Farns-
worth has been a Sabbath-keeper all his
life, born about the time this movement
began, when there were but very few
believers in this truth. He told of his
confidence in the message. He has seen
it spreading to all the world within the
history of his lifetime, and he earnestly
looks forward 1o the soon coming of the
Saviour,

Pastor G. B. Starr also spoke at the
same Conference, and told of his experi-
ences as a minister for fifty years in this
truth, He told of his close personal con-
tact with Sister White for so many years,
and also of his full confidence in the
movement. Several other aged pioneers
spoke in the same strain of unbounded
confidence in the message for this time.
And such testimonies of life-long experi-
ences should certainly bring to us even
stronger confidence than we ever had
before,

The speaker touched on the history of
the work in Australasia, reminding us
that forty-five yéars ago the message was
first proclaimed in Australia, in the city of
Melbourne, and drawing our attention to
the fact that there are now nearly 20,000
adherents to the faith in the Australasian
Division. The spread of the threefold
message and the wonderful transforma-
tions being wrought in so many lives,
both at home and abroad, are among some
of the strongest evidences we have of the
truth for this time.

Atthe conclusion of this study a many of
the delegates bore personal testimony to
their confidence in the message of God
now being proclaimed to the world,

——————

“CROWDING OUT CHRIST”
Monday Night, September 8

THE large audience that again filled the
Central Hall to overflowing, greeted the
evening hour service, when Pastor J. W.
Kent spoke on ““ Crowding Out the Christ.”

In his introductory remarks, the speaker
made reference to the fact that it was in
this conference, Victoria, that he began his
ministry eighteen yearsago. He spoke feel-
ingly with regard to associations with work-
ers in the past, particularly with the late
Pastor J. H. Woods, whom he termed his
father in the ministry, and Brother J. A.
MecAinsh, who had encouraged him to make
the gospel ministry a life work.

The speaker divided his discourse into
four parts. He showed how it was possible
for even the ministry and those connected
with gospel work to crowd out Jesus, Bib-

lical and other illustrations were given that
proved this in an impressive way.

Then he turned his attention to the
mother in the home, and showed how home
cares and family responsibilities had a ten-
dency to make the mother, one of the great-
est of missionaries, forget Jesus as her only
helper.

He then showed how easy it was for men
with business responsibilities and other
duties to forget Jesus, illustrating from the
tenth chapter of Mark, and the experience
of Hezekiah.

The speaker next turned his attention to
young people, and showed that the greatest
danger of all in the life of young people is
the influences of the world. The world is
bidding very largely for young people to-
day, and because of its fascination, and the
glamour of life generally, young people
often forget Jesus and lose Him out of
their ealculations. The danger of this was
stressed from the Scriptures and history,
also current experiences that the speaker
himself had known through the years.

At the close of his remarks, Pastor Kent
again introduced the old quartette party
that used to sing in his mission in Mel-
bourne, A very feeling and beautiful pre-
sentation was made of “While Jesus Whis-
pers to You,’' the speaker halting the sing-
ers in their song and- interspersing the
verses with appeals to the congregation,
particularly to those who had not confessed
Christ, As a result of this, upwards of
twenty people responded to the call of God,
gixteen coming forward for closer work.
Among this number were those who for
the first time had come in contact with
this people and its teaching.

IMPRESSIONS OF A VISITOR

“Y WONDER if I can find the Central
Hall. This is only our second trip to the
city, but Little Collins Street is not far
off, for that is where the café is, and the
hall is just a few minutes’ walk from
there.

* Ah, no difficulty in finding the hall,
for here is an old friend, and here is
another ! and, why, here are Brother
and Sister , whom I have not met
for many years!”

As one enters Central Hall, which is
so well adapted for conference purposes,
on either side is seen a fine book display,
in charge of Brother R. E. G. Blair, of the
Signs Publishing Company. There stands
also his stereopticon, with which he is
able at any time of the day or evening to
entertain the waiting congregation by
throwing on the screen attractive an-
nouncements of timely books and the
latest publications.

Though not able to get to many of the
meetings, what a privilege it was toattend
some of them! We shall not forget the
first Sabbath service, conducted by Pastor
C. H. Watson, and the inspiration con-
veyed in his last sermon to the delegates
and friends assembled; nor the second
Sabbath of the session, when Pastor
Turner spoke, How clearly the path of
victory over sin was explained! Just as
we have faith in God to help us keep the
Sabbath, just so the tobacco addict can
find victory over his besetment, and just
s0 also can there be complete victory over
every sin. Even the “bent to sinning”
can be taken away by the One who is all-

powerful. The consecration made by
that entire congregation to the call to
allow the Holy Spirit to point out sin and
then allow that same Spirit to put it out
of the life, was an inspiration to all
present.

We were sorry to miss Pastor Stewart’s
lantern lecture on the story of the world
wide progress of the message, for remarks
made by those who attended indicate a
very interesting and profitable meeting;
but the missionary symposium and Pastor
Peacock’s lantern slides on the work in the
Solomon Islands were fine meetings, and
led us to realise more fully the way the
Lord is working in heathen lands to-day.

Yes, it was a privilege to attend a few
meetings of the session, and as one
remarked, this gathering together from all
parts of Australasia made one wonder
what the meeting in the New Earth would
be like. Will you by there at that won-
derful gathering? Will I?

SABBATH SCHOOL
September 13, 1930

AFTER silent prayer, Sabbath school
was opened at 9.30 in the Central Hall by
the spirited singing of the hymn, “ We
Won't Give Up the Bible,” and prayer was
offered by Brother R. A. Thrift. Again
many of the delegates and visitors met
with the various churches in the metro-
politan area. The junior division met
with its leaders and teachers in Memorial
Hall.

The senior review was conducted by
Brother A. G. Minchin., Timely lessons
were gathered from the characters in the
review, Elisha, Ahaziah, and Elijah. The
mantle of Elijah signified consecration of
office or position. The message with
which God’s people have been entrusted
to.day must be given in the spirit of
Elijah. 1t is a vitally important message,
and must be delivered by consecrated
hearts.

A most interesting study of the lesson
for the day was conducted by Pastor F. A.
Allum, who summarised what he termed
the “wonder chapter of the Bible” (2
Kings 4) under four heads:

(1) A great need; (2) a great character ;
(3) a great danger; (4) a great provision.

At Elisha’s bidding the widow borrowed
many empty vessels, filled them from her
only pot of oil until all were full, and her
need was supplied from the sale of the oil.
According to her faith so she was re-
warded. Likewise we receive grace ac-
cording to our measure of faith. Christ
fills those hearts with His Spirit that are
empty of self.

The character of the Shunammite was
revealed in her hospitality, her humility,
and her faith. A lesson in health reform
was drawn from the subject of the
poisoned meal.

Brother G. Peacock prefaced his stirring
missionary talk with the texts, “l will
make you fishers of men,” and “If I be
lifted up, I will draw all men unto Me.”
The work of the missionaries is changing
the lives of those wholive in darkness and
superstition. Filth gives place to
cleanliness, cruelty to kindness, unhappi-
ness to joy, and devil worship to the wor-
ship of the true God.

School was dismissed by song and
prayer.

EvAa E. EDWARDS.
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THIS number completes the set of three
Conference Specials. Although these are

much larger than the ordinary issues, it

has been found necessaty to hold over
several reports of meetings,, which will
appear later. We have done our best.to
pass on to our readers the proceedings of
this good meeting, in order that those who
could not be present in person might share
with us in the blessings of this important
gathering.

PASTOR AND MRS, C. H. WATSON, ac-
companied by their second son, Brother
C. E. E. Watson and his wife, sailed from
Sydney to the United States by the
“Njagara,” on September I8. While all
know that Pastor Watson has been called
to the presilency of the General Con-
ference, it will be interesting to many no
doubt to learn that his son was recalled to
headquarters to connect with the Sani-
tarium work. There were many friends
on the wharf to say good-bye to Brother
and Sister Watson, and many heart-felt
prayers will follow them as they travel
over the deep. Let us remember Brother
Watson in our prayers as he takes up the
leadership, under God, of the world-wide
work.

»  RETROSPECTIVE

&VE are now in the position where we
can look back upon the great session meet-
ing held in Melbourne, September 3-14
As we do so, we feel to thank God for all
that was accomplished at the meeting. It
was one of the most encouraging sessions
ev:r held by this people in the Austral-
asian field, There was a confidence, and
a calmness of mind, with a sweet trust in
God and in the brethren, that made one

and all attending it feel that indeed God -

 was leading this people,

Rarely are circumstances so propitious
as were the circumstances attending the
meeting in Melbourne. The Central Hall
in which we met was practically part of
the same houise where the great majority
of the delegates secured their lodging
accommodation, and everything was so
handy that we were not aware of any un-
toward conditions marring the smooth
running of the meeting. Had our delega-
tion been housed all over the city, it can
be readily seen that this would have
worked against the best interests of the
meeting, Probably nowhere else in Aus-
tralia coul i be found a hall with the neces-
sary lodging arrangements so close, and
with our own Sanitarium Health Food
Café within two minutes’ walk,—and thus
all the necessary features were very help-
fully situated.

It can be truly said of the Central Hall
in which we met that it was cozy, com-
fortable, and restful,
leather chairs made it a comfortable place

Its 800 upholstered -

in which. to spend so many hours every
day. The hall itself was in the very heart
of Melbourne, indeed it was but two min-
utes’ walk from the Town Hall. When
the weather was cold, as was the case sev-
eral mornings, the hall was mechanically
heated, and when it was warm, then. the
hall could be mechanically cooled. Its

acoustic properties were well-nigh perfect,’. .

for a man speaking in an ordinary convér-

. sational tone from the platform could be

heard at the rear of the hall.:

Then, too, the small halls attached to

‘the -property furnished accommodation

committees. All these advantages worked

.very.smoothly indeed.- . :

- Perhaps one of the most. pleasihg‘ fea-.
_tures of it all is the fact that the Board of

Trustees of the Hall, through its genial
secretary, Mr. Gordon Sprigg, F.R.CS,;
was so very considerate of all our needs.
We had occasion to thank this gentleman
for his exceeding kindness to us, and in
reply he said, “ Why, Mr. Piper, your

peaple have done me good every day you

have been here.” After receiving a little
token of our appreciation in the form of a
leather bound copy of * Ministry of Heal-
ing,” Mr. Sprigg told us that he and his
wife were already enjoying the contents
of this splendid work from the pen of
Mrs. E. G. White.

Another little incident which goes to
prove the interest of those in charge of
the hall in our meeting, was the fact that
the good secretary told me personaily that
every morning at family worship they had
prayed that God would bless our meetings.
Truly we could say that their prayers had
been abundantly answered.

We should not fail to mention the
resourcefulness, together with the thought-

‘fulness of the hall keeper, Mr. Thomas

Shambrook. In every way possible he
met our many and varied needs, and it

was truly wonderful the facilities that he

placed at our disposal. He had to rise
much earlier than was his usual practice
in order to have the hall ready for us for

- the early devotional meeting; and as

many of our meetings ran fairly late at
night, of course he could not retire until
the hall was cleared and locked up for the
night. Yet through it all he was just
happiness itself, and made us feel that
truly God had prepared the way before us
and given us men to deal with who were
very sympathetic toward our needs. A
little monetary gift to this gentleman was
used by him in part in purchasing a well
bound Bible, which he brought to us and
asked that something might be put in it in
memory of the meeting that we had had in
the hall. ' ' .

To-day, September 26, will see the last

of the New Zealand delegates leaving the .

shores of Australia for New Zealand. As
we look over all the arrangements made,
we have not heard of any slip in the plans
made for the comfort of the delegates in
travelling. Brother H. Stockton, who
was attached to the Secretary’s Depart-
ment prior to and during the period of
the session in order to cope with the
transportation of the large delegation, has
heen specially blessed of God in caring
for the many and varied needs of the
brethren. '
The delegates were met on arrival in
Melbourne and informed of the number of
their room, and their luggage was taken

.given by the various speakers;
" seem that the Lord had specially. im-
for the different departmental -meetings, .
.and provided for the work of the standing

from them, and they found it later in
their respeciive rooms. It is true that
several parties travelling by motor car to
the meeting met with minor accidents,
but the marvelious thing about these.ac-
cidents is the fact that they were so slight
and no one was hurt, whereas. the. pos-
sibilities of each were fraught with great
danger to the occupants of the car. '

Looking back upon the spiritual features
of the meeting, we are impressed with the
nature of the Bible Studies and sermons
It would

pressed the brethren with the thought of
confidence in the message, and "especially
in the great gift that God. has given to
this movement, the Spirit of Prophecy.
‘We sometimes hear it said that the leaders
in God’s work have lost confidence in the
work and writings of Mrs. E. G. White,
but, brethren, an emphatic denial must be
heralded far and wide to this accusation.
We only wish that all the rank and file of
our people could have heard the ringing
testimonies of courage in the Lord and in
every feature of the message, and particu-
larly in the Spirit of Prophecy.

As the workers return to the field, and
the new appointees assume the responsi. .
bilities of office in the different parts of
the Union, let us one and ail pray God to
bless their labours. This is no time for
criticism or the expression of sentiments
of doubt. This is a time for us all to
press together and to help one another,
and especially to pray .for those upon
whom the Lord has placed heavy re-
sponsibilities as a result of the choice of
the brethren at the thirteenth session of
the Australasian Union Conference which
has concluded in Melbourne.

A. H. PIPER.
———

South N.S.W. Conference .and
Camp-Meeting

THE tenth annual session of the South
N.S.W. Conference and camp-meeting
will be held November 6-16, in the Con-
cord Park. This ground has been chosen
again because of its central situation. A
strong delegation from the Union Confer-
ence will be in attendance. We are also
glad to state that Pastor W. A. Spicer, the
late President of the General Conference,
will be present at the meeting.

We would invite all our churches to ap-
point their delegates immediately, as we
are anxious to have a full delegation, as
we are contemplating an important change
in the Constitution of the Conference,
The first business meeting of the session
will be held Friday, November 7, at 10.30
a.m, Begin to plan now to be present
at the meeting and enjoy its blessings.

WALTER H. HOPKIN,
Secretary.

Important Dates
Camp-Meetings : . :
Northern Rivers, N.S.W.: October 1.5,
Queensland : October 9-19.
North N.S.W.: October 23-November 1.
South N.S.W.: Noveiber 6-16.
Victoria : Dec. 25-Jan. 4.
North New Zealand : Jan. 15-25.
South New Zealand: Jan. 22-Feb. 1.
Tasmania : Feb. 19-March 1.
West Anstralia: March 5-15.
South Australia. March 19-29.
Big Week : November 15-22.
Appeal for Misgions: March 7—
Week of Prayer: May 23-30.
Home Missions Effort: June 13—
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