
Church
damaged
by flames

T
en families were represented at this
year’s Re-Entry Retreat for returning
missionaries held at the Crosslands
Convention Centre in Sydney, begin-

ning on January 3. It concluded on January
7 with a recommitment and dedication
service, as all the attendees take up new roles
and positions in Australia

The volunteers were returning from a
range of countries including Albania, the
United States, Fiji and Papua New Guinea,
but represented a combined total of 225
years of overseas mission service. 

Cheryl Doss from the Institute of World
Mission, with her husband, Gorden, was the
key presenter, supported by Dr Brad Kemp,
Pastor Graeme Humble and Pastor Ray

Coombe, director of Adventist Mission for
the South Pacific Division (SPD).

The weekend also featured a physical-
activity challenge and afternoon river cruise.
“The returning missionaries also enjoyed
the quiet bushland surroundings at the
Crosslands centre, which allowed families
time to unwind and process some of the
challenges of returning home,” reports
Pastor Coombe. “Time was also spent in
group discussion and understanding the
transition that occurs as people move back
home across cultures.”

The SPD has conducted re-entry pro-
grams now for several years, which are a
highlight for those returning from mission
service overseas.—Adele Nash

The group of returning missionaries who attended this year’s Re-entry Retreat at Crosslands
Convention Centre, Sydney, in early January. 
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WINDSOR, NEW SOUTH WALES

F
ire severely damaged the Windsor
church (NSW) in the early hours of
January 18. According to prelimi-
nary reports, the fire broke out in the

church building at around 5.30 am and
took five teams of firefighters 90 minutes to
extinguish. 

“It was a very sad day,” says church
pastor James Fletcher. “It was hard to
believe such a thing could happen.”

For the past six months church members
have been working on a new kitchen and
toilet block, which were nearing comple-
tion. Thankfully these areas, along with
children’s Sabbath-school rooms and the
church hall, were not damaged by the
flames.

“We now face a much larger challenge,”
says Pastor Fletcher. “It will take most of
the year to rebuild and repair the damage.” 

While the Gothic-styled building and its
contents were insured, several irreplaceable
items—including the original marriage
register, an old piano and the hand-carved
pulpit—will be lost forever.

The fire comes as the church prepares for
its 50th anniversary. The cause of the fire is
still under investigation but it is thought
that arson or an electrical fault may be to
blame.

Church members will continue to meet
in the undamaged church hall and Pastor
Fletcher describes their first Sabbath there
as a somber “time of reflection.”

“It proved to be a blessing as the mem-
bers have given each other support,” he
says. “While the church building has been
destroyed, the church family will be
stronger and will work together to face the
challenge of rebuilding.”

Support has also come from the wider
community with expressions of support

and sympathy, while a number of other
church groups have offered the use of their
facilities. 

“We would like to say thank you for the
support we’ve had,” Pastor Fletcher says.
“We know the Lord is still with us no
matter what happens.”—Braden Blyde

Church damaged by flames

Ordination a camp highlight in SNZ
CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND

T
he ordination of Asofitu Leatuavao
was among the highlights of the
South New Zealand Conference
camp-meeting held last month in

Christchurch. Pastor Leatuavao, who pas-
tors the Samoan-Addington and

Christchurch South churches, was ordained
on January 14.

A native of Wellington (NZ), Pastor
Leatuavao was working on a production
line in his home town when he decided to
pursue his call to ministry. “I grew up in the
church and always wanted to be a minister
but that was lost for some years,” he says. “A
lot of things happened in my life and I
strongly felt God’s call again.”

Pastor Leatuavao describes this experi-
ence as “coming back through many
detours. Both my wife and I had good jobs
and were living comfortably, but I felt dis-
satisfaction with my life and work and the
urge to do more in the service of God.”

Pastor Leatuavao began his theology edu-
cation at Fulton College (Fiji) and upgraded
to a degree in theology at Pacific Adventist

University (Papua New Guinea). His first
ministry assignment was back at Fulton,
were he taught for three years. He believes
his teaching experience—especially work-
ing with students from a variety of cul-
tures—has helped him appreciate the inclu-
siveness of God. “His Son would die for
anyone,” he says.

Pastor Leatuavao and his wife, Sarai,
have three children: Lance, Natalia and
Larissa.

The ordination service was led by Pastor
Jerry Matthews, president of the New
Zealand Pacific Union Conference
(NZPUC), Pastor Kendall Cobbin, secre-
tary of the Ministerial Association in the
NZPUC, and Pastor Lindsay Sleight, pres-
ident of the South New Zealand
Conference.—Nathan BrownPastor Asofitu Leatuavao and his wife, Sarai.
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Joe Talidu, one of the deacons at Windsor
church, in the ruins of the church building.
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BERKELEY VALE, NEW SOUTH WALES

W
arren Rixon, managing director
for Manna Foods, is anticipating
a bigger and brighter future for
vegetarian foods after the

announcement on January 31 of his com-
pany’s merger with Sanitarium Health
Food Company.

“The merger of popular Manna Foods
products progressively with Sanitarium
Vegie Delights range brings together our
innovative food-development experience
with Sanitarium’s wealth of food market-
ing and food distribution network,” says
Mr Rixon. “This will mean the availability
of a greater variety of great-tasting vege-
tarian foods to the general public.”

Sanitarium is committed to capturing the
Manna Foods market by creating flavour-
some, wholesome and easy-to-use vegetar-
ian foods. Mr Rixon will join Sanitarium’s
food-innovation area where he will add
much value to the future development of
the vegetarian meals business.

“Warren is a gifted product developer,”
says Sanitarium’s Australian general man-
ager Dean Powrie, who is delighted to
have Mr Rixon join the team. “We will gain
much as a company from Warren’s inno-
vative approach to new-product develop-
ment.” 

To ensure the con-
tinuation of product
development, Mr
Rixon will be based
at the former Manna
Foods production
plant that will trans-
form into a new
products pilot plant.
Mr Rixon will con-
tinue to work with his wife, Ella, who has
assisted him to grow the friendly and help-
ful service offered by Manna Foods over
the years.

Mr Rixon was part owner and principal
food innovator behind the Longa Life
foods range that commenced production in
Yatala (Qld) in 1985, and was later pur-
chased by Sanitarium in 1998.

Warren has received several previous
offers to sell his technology and know-how.
However, the offer to integrate his creativ-
ity and experience with Sanitarium had the
greatest appeal.

“I have a lot of ideas that I can work on
now that I haven’t had the opportunity to
do because I was always busy managing the
business as well as producing the product,”
says Mr Rixon. “Working with the team at
Sanitarium Development and Innovation
gives me a greater insight into the market
and access to lots more exciting ingredi-

ents.”
Sanitarium’s Vegie Delights brand has

also been given a boost with Australia’s
supermarket giant Woolworths announc-
ing that 50 of their top-selling stores will be
allocating more space to the chilled meat-
free section and, in particular, Vegie
Delights on a trial basis.

The move from Woolworths is in
response to increased interest in vegetarian
meal options in Australia. Woolworths
will look to permanently expand this sec-
tion if, during the trial period, the increased
shelf space is matched by an increase in
sales.

Mr Powrie says, “The opportunity is a
fantastic one for Sanitarium. I would like to
encourage all of our church members to
support Vegie Delights in order to help
continue to grow the brand, and in turn
increase the dollars going to Sanitarium
and back into the church.”—Julie Praestiin

Sanitarium’s boost to delight vegetarians

The Sanitarium Vegie Delights range.

� The Noorinbee Seventh-day
Adventist fellowship became Vic-
toria’s most easterly church com-
pany on November 19, 2005. It is
situated about two kilometres out
of Cann River on the Monaro High-
way at Noorinbee, a six-hour drive
east of Melbourne.  Victorian Con-
ference president Pastor Denis
Hankinson welcomed this new
church company into the confer-
ence on the day.—Intravic

� The St Albans Croatian Adven-
tist church, Vic, were recently
hosts to the internationally
acclaimed Jewish choir “Lira” from
Zagreb, Croatia. In its 50-year his-
tory this was their first visit Down
Under. The choir performed
Hebrew, synagogual, Yiddish,
Spanish Sephardic, contempo-
rary Israeli and Christian music.—
Boris Jakovac

� A “dinosaur age”Wollemi Pine
has been donated to Sydney
Adventist Hospital (SAH) by for-
mer SAH obstetrician and gynae-
cologist Dr Nic Jools and his wife,
Barbara, in memory of Dr Jools’s
close friend and SAH anaesthetist
Dr Warren Walker, who passed
away in May 2005. The pine was
dedicated during a small ceremo-
ny attended by Dr Jools, Dr Walk-
er’s widow, Valerie, her children
and grandchildren (pictured). The
“botanical find of the century” was
made during an excursion in the
remote, unexplored canyons of
the Wollemi National Park, a cou-
ple of hours from Sydney. The pine

was known from fossil records and
had been thought to be extinct.
Some of the trees discovered in
the Wollemi National Park are
thought to be more than 1000
years old. As one of the first-
release Wollemi Pines grown out-
side the wild, this pine comes with
a Certificate of Authenticity.
Moneys raised by the sale of these
pines go toward the protection of
the species.—Pacemaker

RECORD OFFERING TODAY. THANK YOU!
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letters

Hymns hit mark
SHEILA WALTON, TAS

Hurrah for the letter “Hymns, pslams and songs” (Letters,
January 21) for expressing so well the silently borne wishes of many
older members of our churches. We feel secure standing on the
time-tested foundation of our message and faith in Jesus expressed
in  hymns, and can sing our songs of praise from our hearts. 

We don’t need to copy other churches’ ways of praising God—
we have our own time-honoured songs of experience and praise that
honour God and make a foundation of faith for our younger ones
to build on.

The right price
LEON AND DOROTHY POWRIE, PNG

We would like to correct a figure given in “PAU marks 21st with
new buildings” (News, January 21). Those who submitted the
figure for the opening of the School of Health Science (SOHS)
PNG Incentive Fund (AusAID) Project either made a typing error
or did not have the correct information. The amount of “K500,000,”
stated for the construction of the SOHS building, is incorrect. A
more accurate approximation to the actual cost can be obtained by
adding another zero (K5,000,000). 

The building includes seven lecture/tutorial areas including, a
185-seat auditorium, computer lab, microbiology classroom, and
practical lab with facilities for nursing practice, diet and nutrition
training, and physical and hydro therapies. 

PAU now offers a four-year Bachelor of Nursing degree and
training in two specialty areas—Bachelor of Health Science
(Maternal and Child Health Nursing) and Bachelor of Health
Science (Rural and Community Health). An additional specialty
in Acute Care Nursing is planned for 2007.  

Mission a priority
BERT COZENS, NSW

The writer of “Better funding” (Letters, January 14) highlighted
the need for more mission support. For instance, many mission
buildings in the Pacific are deteriorating, while many church
members in the homelands are concentrating on luxurious
homes.

We pay at least five times as much for petrol as we did 25 years
ago. Why not give five times as much for missions as we did then?   

If our priorities are in the right place, most Adventists could give
5 per cent of their income for missions.

Pe
ta

 T
ay

lo
r

Note: Views in Letters do not necessarily represent those of the editors or the
denomination. Letters should be less than 250 words, and writers must include
their name, address and phone number. All letters are edited to meet space and
literary requirements, but the author’s original meaning will not be changed. Not
all letters received are published. See masthead (page 3) for contact details.
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Weddings
Davies—Jenke. Gareth Alan, son of
Geoffrey and Janet Davies (Perth, WA), and
Chantal Jacqueline Jenke, daughter of
Wolfgang Jenke (Mt Isa, Qld) and Myriame
White (Perth, WA), were married on 4.12.05
at Karri Valley Resort, Pemberton.

Anthony MacPherson

Kefford—Turner. Russell Kefford, son of
Noel and Marjorie Kefford (Kingaroy, Qld),
and Carolyn Turner, daughter of Roland
and Olive Knott (Caloundra), were married
on 1.12.05 in the beautiful setting of the
Sheraton Mirage Resort, Gold Coast.

Jorge Munoz

Landers—Arora. Dr Steve Alexander
Landers, son of Pastor Lawrence and
Priscilla Landers (Albury, NSW), and
Gunjan Arora, daughter of Jatinder and
Vineeta Arora (Adelaide, SA), were married
on 27.11.05 in the Prospect Adventist church. 

Lawrence Landers

Obituaries
Barden, Alwyn James, born 21.9.1913 at
Kempsey, NSW; died 15.12.05 at Gosford. In
1936 he married Vera Cain. He is survived
by his wife; his children, Kevin, Robyn
Collings, Allyn and Ian; their spouses; his
nine grandchildren; and five great-grand-
children. Alwyn lived a long, full life and
was greatly loved and cherished by all his
family, and highly respected by many life-
long friends. At the Palmdale Crematorium,
Ourimbah, he was committed into the arms
of a loving heavenly Father.

Ron Evans, Andrew Kingston  

Haley, Kathleen Louise, born 13.1.1915 in
Croyden, England; died 4.12.05 in Napier,
NZ. Kath settled in New Zealand with
her husband, Jim Elliot. After Jim’s death
Kath married Joe, who also predeceased
her. Kath did not have any children, but
will be missed by her church family and
especially Mary Chambers, who took
good care of her. She now rests in expec-
tation of Jesus’ coming.

Frank Boniface

Lamont, Dulcie Flossie, born 29.5.1920 at
Westport, NZ; died 1.12.05 in Christchurch.
She was a much loved mother to Ray, Anne,
Joy and Barbara; and a grandmother. Dulcie
was, for many years, a pillar of the Westport
church, well known for her hospitality and
loving kindness to all she met. 

Paul Rankin

Pullen, Victor Denver (Vic), born
28.8.1922 at Hastings, NZ; died 30.11.05 at
Napier. Vic was one of eight children born
to Wilfred and Alice Pullen. He grew up as
an SDA and enjoyed visiting and encour-
aging the elderly. He had a very happy
marriage to Mage, who predeceased him.
He had none of his own children. In the
last years of his life Vic had found a very
special friend in Betty Butson, who ren-
dered great Christian care for him. He died
knowing that he had “fought the good
fight and kept the faith.”

Frank Boniface

McEwan, Beryl Evelyn (nee Watson), born
23.11.1934 at Pomona, Qld; died 8.12.05 in
Nambour Hospital. On 4.12.54 she married
Lester. She is survived by her husband; her
children, Glenice, Ivan, Gary, Leslie and
Dianne; her many grandchildren; and great-
grandchildren. As a dressmaker, she spe-
cialised in wedding and fancy dresses at
which she was quite skilled. She had a keen
interest in numerous collecting and craft
hobbies. Appreciating the wonders of nature
was her passion. She had a strong relation-
ship with her Creator and Redeemer and
looked forward to Jesus’ soon coming. She is
sadly missed by her family and fellow mem-
bers of the Gympie church. 

Alvin Coltheart

Savage, Ernest Alfred, born 7.12.1920 at
Timaru, NZ; died 6.5.05 at Timaru. On
5.11.42 he married Edna, who predeceased
him in April 1990. He was also predeceased
by his son, Pastor Mervyn Savage, in 1999.
He is survived by his sons, Alan
(Christchurch), Brian (Young, NSW) and
David (Sydney). “Christianity in action” is
how many people described Ernie’s life. As
a deacon he faithfully cared for the church;
transported the elderly to and from church;
and was always at the door to welcome all
who came to worship. Ray Codling

Seberry, Caroline Hazel, born 10.12.1908 at
Casterton, Vic; died 3.12.05 in Charles
Harrison Nursing Home, Cooranbong,
NSW. In 1930 she married William Seberry,
who predeceased her in 1950. She was also
predeceased by her daughter, Nancy, in
1996. She is survived by her son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Roy and Isabel; her son-in-law,
Ken Knight; her seven grandchildren; and
eight great-grandchildren. Hazel died full of
faith and courage, leaving a fine record of
selfless service to others. She was greatly
loved and appreciated by her family and
friends who wait in the hope of a joyful
reunion when Jesus comes again. 

Jim Beamish

Advertisements
Note: Neither the editor, Signs Publishing
Company, nor the Seventh-day Adventist
Church is responsible for the quality of
goods or services advertised. Publication
does not indicate endorsement of a product
or service. Advertisements approved by the
editor will be inserted at the following rates:
first 30 words or less, $A49.50; each addi-
tional word, $A2.20. For your advertisement
to appear, payment must be enclosed.
Classified advertisements in RECORD are
available to Seventh-day Adventist mem-
bers, churches and institutions only. See
masthead (page 3) for contact details.

Rekindle friendships, and celebrate a
piece of your past. On March 4, 2006, East
Prahran SDA church, 8 Wynnstay Road,
East Prahran (Vic), will celebrate its 70th
anniversary. A warm invitation is extended
to all, especially to present and past mem-
bers and their families. The Sabbath cele-
bration will commence at 9.45 am and
include special services  followed by lunch.
Please contact Therese and Mark Religa on
(03) 9700 4575 or 0428 128 513. 

Endless Praise—known as one of
Australia’s top Christian music ministries,
is still taking auditions for musicians (bass
and electric guitarist) and male vocalists
between the ages of 18-25 to be part of the
2006 team. The group is also seeking a
full-time bus driver between the ages of 25
to 35. You will need to contact Sandra at
the EP office on (02) 8783 7000; or email on
<ep@epraise.com.au> as soon as possible.

Family reunion cruise to Alaska—
September 17–24, 2006! Seven days of
memories that will last a lifetime! Enjoy
Christian Edition, Faith First, Del Delk-
er, Gale Jones-Murphy, Morning Song
(Steve Darmody, Jennifer LaMountain,
Rudy Micelli, Vonda Beerman, James
Rainwater), and other artists. Mike and
Gayle Tucker from Faith for Today will
be our spiritual hosts. You can’t miss
this! Email <travel@classictravel.net>;
web <www.internetcruising.com>; or
write to Adventist Media Productions,
101 W Cochran Street, Simi Valley, CA
93065, USA. Your promotional code is
FR.

Tours 2006—Allround Travel. Greece
and Turkey—May 8–June 1, 2006.
Archeological sites—Patmos—Gal-
lipoli—quality hotels—escorted through-
out. Visit Ephesus, Pergamum—post tour
extension possible. Rome/Paris/
Switzerland/Waldensian Valleys—
May 23–June 12, 2006.
Pompeii–Venice–Waldensian Valleys–
Paris–escorted throughout. Great sight-
seeing combined with church history.
Travel with fellow Adventists on these
wonderful tours. For more details contact
Anita, Allround Travel Centre; phone
(07) 5530 3555; fax (07) 5530 3846; email
<alltrav@bigpond.net.au>.

Receive the Hope Channel and 3ABN
NOW! Complete satellite kit for just
$265 + freight. Full instructions for DIY
installation or installers available. Rural
Electronics (02) 6361 3636; or
<ruralele@bigpond.net.au>.

Incredible India! An incredible jour-
ney! Experience the thrilling sights,
sounds and cuisines of India! Highlights
available on request. Web: <www.pgsin-
dia.net; email <info@pgsindia.net>.
Post: Personal Guide Services–India,
PO Box 42066, Casuarina NT 0811.
Phone: (08) 8945 2845; 0427 510 841.

Birdwood SDA church invites past mem-
bers and friends to celebrate their 50th
anniversary—February 25, 2006.
Thanksgiving service commences 11.00
am. Bring a plate of savoury food to share.
Dessert and drinks provided. BYO chair.
Afternoon program 3.00 pm. Memorabilia
contact Merv (08) 8568 5390.

Data projectors, screens, DVDs VCRs, PA
systems etc. SDAs committed to lower
prices for SDA churches, schools etc. Ask
for Trish at Rural Electronics (02) 6361
3636; or <greenfields@netconnect.com.au>.

Go Veg—make meal time easier with the
great vegetarian pies, schnitzels and
lasagnes. 21 Berry Street, Granville, NSW;
(02) 9897 0000. Wednesday–Friday, 10.30
am–4.00 pm. <www.goveg.com.au>.

Final Events DVDs and other Amaz-
ing Facts products are now available
from their Australian distributor, The
Story Factory. Contact Darren or Robyn
Peakall on (08) 9574 6777; or
<info@thestoryfactory.com.au>.

Remembering 100 years of Adventists in
Warburton—April 7–9, 2006. If you have
been part of the history of Adventists in
Warburton, plan to be part of this weekend.
Program includes historical celebrations,
worship led by former RECORD editor, Pas-
tor Jim Coffin, school reunion and fair,
variety concert, Signs open day and more.
Visit <www.WarburtonAdventists.com>
for more details. 

Bencubbin church is disbanding. There
will be a BACK TO BENCUBBIN—
March 4, 2006, at 10.30 am. Coach avail-
able from Perth. For further details,
phone Jennie on (08) 9686 2030; email
<jmbw.tarafarms@bigpond.com>.

Finally
A pessimist is one who
makes difficulties of his
opportunities; an optimist is
one who makes opportuni-
ties of his difficulties.
—Reginald B Mansell

Position vacant
� Shift Electrician, Maintenance Services—Sanitarium (Cooranbong, NSW)
is seeking a full-time Shift Electrician who has a strong commitment to the
achievement of our production goals. The successful applicant will demonstrate an
understanding and commitment to OH&S in the workplace; be highly computer lit-
erate; be highly competent with PLC’s, preferably Allen Bradley and Omron; have
proven fault-finding and problem-solving skills; hold a current Electrical Licence;
and be able to work rotating shifts including weekends. Experience in food indus-
try and in instrumentation would be advantageous. Applications in writing
(including résumé) should be forwarded to Group Human Resources, Sanitarium,
Locked Bag 7, Central Coast Mail Centre, NSW 2252; fax (02) 4349 6099; email
<humanresources@sanitarium.com.au>.

For church-related employment opportunities visit the Employment section on the
SPD web site <www.adventist.org.au>.
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