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Adjusting Our Scale
It is in the nature of a remnant people to WORLD REPORT

think of itself as small, outnumbered, and
apart. That’s what remnants are.
And while the 17 million members of

the worldwide Seventh-day Adventist IIl KO rea D) Ad verl t JA) Z'S S td 4 t
Church are certainly only a small percentage ¢ »
of a global population of 7 billion people, Love ChurCh

our movement is no longer small among
lobal Christian faiths.

’ Few Christian denominations share the .fb 7 H 0 m e le S S
international connectedness in faith, organi-
zation, and mission that Adventists do: almost
none operate in more than 200 nations, as
Adventists do. Our educational and health-
care systems are the largest Protestant net-
works of their kind, touching millions of lives
with Christ-centered teaching and healing.
Millions of persons who are nowhere listed as
baptized members of the church already
count themselves as Seventh-day Adven-
tists—perhaps those “sheep from other folds”
whom Jesus said would hear His voice.

It should not surprise us then to dis-

cover that faithful Seventh-day Adventists FAITHFUL CONGREGATION: Every Sabbath more than 50 people attend
are now beginning to emerge in high-pro- the “Love Church” worship services at the the Minlak Seventh-day Ad-

file positions in the arts, in media, in gov ventist Church in Uijeongbu, Korea. Most of them are homeless people,
ernment, and in sports. Jesus has His faith- . )

, i with the balance comprised of volunteers.
ful ones in every kind of honest endeavor—

working to promote justice, feed His little
ones, sing His praises on the public stage,
and show the world the benefits of the
healthy Adventist lifestyle.

This month’s cover feature about Abel
Kirui, the Adventist marathon runner who

NSD PHOTO

B When two homeless people walked into the Minlak Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Uijeongbu, Korea, about 13 miles north of Seoul,
it was the beginning of a ministry that created a special congregation
for homeless people in the city of 417,000.

The homeless people first visited four years ago. They apparently
won silver at the 2012 London Olympics, is hadn’t bathed in a long while. They reeked of alcohol and other

just one illustration of dozens of similar
stories that could be written. Excellence
endures—it goes the distance. And when it
is done in the name of Jesus and as a witness

unpleasant aromas. Congregants initially shied away from these guests,
despite the Bible’s injunction to “love your neighbor as yourself.”
But now the situation has totally changed. Minlak church mem-
bers understand, love, and care for each other. There have been 17
to His kingdom, the world takes notice. baptisms through the “Love Church” in 2012, 20 baptisms in 2011,
As you read this edition of Adventist and 22 baptisms the year before that. Church members say, “The
World, pray for those whom Jesus is calling cause for this great [result] is God’s message, and the love of the
to stand in the public square—or run I
through it! In the heart of every one of His The Adventists in Minlak, which now has 170 members in its
faithful remnant burns a desire to grow His main congregation, became friends to the homeless, as they listened
kingdom and hasten His coming. to the people’s stories and helped them in practical ways.
And who knows? The next The church members also recommended the visitors for jobs, and
story of excellence may very studied Faith for Today Bible lessons with them. Little by little their
well be the one that the Spirit lives have changed. The more they study the Bible with the pastor, the

is evelr}fnow writing through more they want to be baptized and become Christians. They bring
your life.

Continued on next page )
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their friends to the church, which
causes the joyful news to travel from
mouth to mouth. Now the number of
people attending the Love Church
weekly is approximately 54. Among
them, many have decided to put the
past behind them and start anew.

The purpose of the Love Church is
more than giving out food and
clothes, however. Faith and education
is its true purpose, helping them to be
new people in Korean society.

Young Hwa Lee, 58, the Seventh-day
Adventist local elder who is in charge of
the Love Church, manages operations.
He writes down visitors’ names and
keeps track of their church attendance.
He takes pictures of them and records
the details of their presence at all events,
their contributions, their educational
backgrounds, and so on. His concern
and love is one of the chief elements of
success in evangelizing the homeless.
That’s why people respect Lee.

Lee was once a success in market-
ing before losing his job. His own
experiences helped him better under-
stand and help people in their failure
and despair. He confesses that, “When
I was in despair, I just read The Desire
of Ages, and finally I left that terrible
condition.”

Now he tells people in the Love
Church, “We will help you, without
any reward for ourselves, through love
and prayer. Stand up by God’s grace
and feel the love of Jesus Christ. Our
existence is precious to Jesus!”
—reported by Northern Asia-Pacific
Division News

Webhster to Head ADRA
Australia

B Mark Webster, an Australian with
a wealth of community development
and international leadership
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NEW EXECUTIVE: Mark Webster,
a veteran leader of the Adventist
Development and Relief Agency
(ADRA), is the new head of the
group’s Australian branch.

experience, has been named chief
executive officer of the Adventist
Development and Relief Agency
(ADRA) Australia.

Webster fills the position recently
vacated by Jonathan Duffy, who has
taken over leadership of ADRA Inter-
national.

“Jonathan has grown and strength-
ened ADRA Australia in a number of
ways during his tenure,” said Webster.
“My vision is for more life-changing
work to occur in Australia and around
the world and for the Adventist
Church to continue to grow its voice
for and engagement with the issues
faced by people struggling with pov-
erty and injustice.”

Since 2011 Webster has served as
director of Program Effectiveness and
Planning at ADRA Australia, previ-
ous to which he held several posi-
tions including vice president for
Programs at ADRA International.
Webster has also worked in the field
for 10 years with ADRA’s offices in
Laos and Nepal.

“I truly believe that as Christians,
living in the developed world, we have
a responsibility to extend Christ’s min-
istry of compassion to the poor,” said
Webster. “It’s an exciting challenge to

ASN PHOTO

be taking leadership of an organization
that embodies this vision.”

Ellen G. White Honored in
Sao Paulo, Brazil

B Ellen G. White, a pioneering
cofounder of the Seventh-day Adventist
movement, has been memorialized in
Sao Paulo, Brazil, as her image joined

a gallery of portraits at the Open
University of the Environment and
Culture of Peace (UMAPAZ), which is
part of the city of Sao Paulo.

The gallery commemorates those
whose work has contributed to the
good of society, particularly in the
areas of sustainable development and
peace, as well as social justice and wel-
fare. Among the notables commemo-
rated there is Brazilian abolitionist
André Rebougas.

In a December 20, 2012, ceremony
held at the Municipal School of Astro-
physics in Ibirapuera Park in Sao
Paulo, the history, mission, and com-
mitment of Ellen White’s health prin-
ciples were remembered.

WRITER’S PORTRAIT: A portrait of Ellen
G. White, a pioneering cofounder of the
Seventh-day Adventist movement, is
added to a gallery of notable reformers
at the Open University of the Environ-
ment and Culture of Peace in Sao
Paulo, Brazil.




During the ceremony, the director
of the National Centre of Memory in
Brazil, Adventist Renato Stencel, shared
aspects of the biography and work of
Ellen White. He said much of White’s
writings concerned health principles.

The medical health officer of the
Municipality of Sao Paulo, Jorge Edu-
ardo, identified works published by
the author that promoted sustainable
development, a culture of peace, and
health preservation.

Audience members at the cere-
mony each received a copy of the
book The Science of Healing, presented
by the Brazil Publishing House.
—reported by Rosemeire Braga Lopes
and Murilo Bernardo, South American
Division

In Southern Africa,
Adventists Stand Against
Child Abuse

B Leaders of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church’s Southern Africa-
Indian Ocean Division (SID) have
reaffirmed their position against child
abuse. Busi Khumalo, SID youth
ministries director, added to the
discussion. “We have to implement
stringent screening processes before
appointing employees or volunteers
who work with children. We should
never fail in taking proper precautions.”

During 2012 year-end meetings the
church took a vote to strengthen the
position of the church and send a clear
message that Seventh-day Adventists
will not tolerate child abuse, and will
not “protect” those who are guilty.

Goodwell Nthani, SID chief finan-
cial officer, said, “We should not
maintain secrecy when we should
speak out. Child abuse should never
be taken lightly.”
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CONGRATULATIONS: South American division president Erton Kohler presents
a plaque to Milton Afonso, patron of Adventist communications in Brazil, for his
contributions to the church’s broadcasting ministries. New studios at Novo Tempo
Network in Jacarei, Sao Paulo state, are named in his honor.

Women’s ministries director Caro-
line Chola declared, “We have to
change our attitude, accept that abuse
is real, and do something about it. We
have voted; but it is time for action.”

Chola also highlighted enditnow, a
global campaign to raise awareness
and advocate for the end of violence
against women and girls around the
world. This campaign is a partnership
between the Adventist Development
and Relief Agency (ADRA)—a
humanitarian organization—and the
Department of Women’s Ministries of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

In bringing the discussion to a
close, SID president Paul Ratsara
said, “We have to be the voice of the
voiceless. We, as leaders, must bring
change”

v

Novo Tempo Inaugurates
Milton Afonso Studios

B Seventh-day Adventists in South
America are expected to triple the
production output at the Novo
Tempo network headquarters in
Jacarei, Sao Paulo state, Brazil,
following the December 2012 opening
of four new television production
studios and other facilities in a
building named for noted Brazilian
Adventist and entrepreneur Milton
Soldani Afonso.

Afonso, founder of the Golden
Cross health insurance company, cel-
ebrated his ninety-first birthday on
December 12, 2012, the day the studios

Continued on next page p
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South Pacific Adventist Youth Congress

Challenges
World Changers

More than 1,100 commissioned to share

EXHIBIT: Wall of pictures and
memorabilia notes the life and
work of Dr. Afonso.

By.‘ NATHAN BROWN, reporting from Brisbane, Queensland, Australia

were dedicated. He attended the
ceremony.

Antonio Tostes, Novo Tempo’s
general director, praised Afonso “not
only for his support, but also his influ-
ence and example.”

On the same note, Erton Kohler,
South American Division president,
emphasized the difference one man
can make in society, noting Afonso’s
support in the areas of education,
communication, professional training,
and church construction.

Calling Afonso “a man used by
God,” Kohler noted that while most
business owners invest in things
only for their own benefit, Afonso
found a third investment option:
God’s work.

The ceremony concluded with a
screening of Novo Tempo’s documen-
tary about Afonso’s life, tracing his
route from a boy selling candy in the
street to the highest levels of business
success. As for the honoree, Afonso
simply said: “I put myself in God’s
hands. He did the work!”

—reported by Lisandro Staut, Mdrcio
Basso Gomes, and Franciele Mota,
ASN News
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oung people from across
the South Pacific were
commissioned to share their

faith and change their world on

the final night of a six-day youth
congress sponsored by the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s South Pacific
Division (SPD). More than 1,100
young people responded to an appeal
to commit, recommit, and refocus
their lives to Jesus and His mission
on the Friday evening, January 5,
2013, followed by a day of worship,
commissioning, and celebration.

“The commissioning was a high-
light, engaging all our leaders and
young people in the world-changing
mission of the church,” says Nick
Kross, SPD director of youth ministry.
“So many young people have
expressed their gratitude and delight
with what they have experienced and
connected with here. And that has
been gratifying for us as leaders.”

The octennial youth congress
attracted young people and leaders
from 14 nations to Watson Park Con-
vention Centre from January 1 to 6,
2013. The congress saw delegates spend
time in worship programs, workshops,

service activities, and social outings.

Sam Leonor, chaplain of La Sierra
University, California, was the main
conference speaker. He challenged
congress participants to be not only
disciples of Jesus, but also apostles. “
hope these young people will see their
local context as a place God has put
them to do something big,” he said. “I
also hope they will see that when we
worship together and act together, we
can change the world.

“This event has been a great ‘slice’
of the church,” he added. “We’ve had
so many different kinds of people and
cultures represented, and I think
there’s something holy about that. It is
good for these young people to look
around and see what the church really
is. Living together for a week as the
church has to be empowering.”

The 1,500 congress participants
worked together again on the last after-
noon of the congress—writing out the
entire Bible by hand in about two
hours, with the pages to be bound as a
memorial to the congress. “People
really got into it, and it was a great
achievement of this congress,” Kross
said. “We have had a focus on the Word
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Left: WORLD CHANGERS: Sign at 2013
South Pacific Division Youth Congress

encourages Seventh-day Adventist young
adults to work for good in the world around
them. Inset: WORD PERFECT: Congress del-
egates demonstrated their commitment to
God’s Word by hand-writing the entire Bible

faith, change world

of God, and this was a way to highlight
this and get our people engaged.”

Together with the commissioning,
the march against hunger was another
of the congress highlights. Following a
sermon based on Amos 5:24 from
Joanna Darby;, this event saw a flood of
blue-shirted congress participants in
Brisbane’s inner city, marching from
King George Square to the City Botanic
Gardens on January 3 to call for more
action to combat world hunger.

“It’s significant that we can get this
number of young people to speak up
on something more than themselves,”
Kross said. “This is about thinking like
a contributor and a servant of others,
rather than a mere consumer.”

Delegates also had a “poverty
lunch” to identify with the hungry,
and raised $10,000 for the work of the
Adventist Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA) to fight hunger by
forgoing their usual meal. They pre-
sented this check to Jonathan Dulffy,
president of ADRA International,
together with a photo petition affirm-
ing the work of ADRA.

A statement issued by congress
participants recognized the reality of

hunger in our world—even in a city
such as Brisbane. They thanked agen-
cies that work to care for those in
need, and called for others to join in
the continuing and urgent work to
end world hunger.

“Adventism has lost its voice pub-
licly, and we need to be prepared to
reenter the public arena to speak up
about things we believe in,” Kross said.
“Micah 6:8 sums up what God wants
us to do, and this was one way to put
this verse into action.”

“It’s exciting to see young people
really want to make a difference in the
world, and I was encouraged by the
genuineness of their desire,” ADRA’s
Duffy added. “We have not under-
stood the power of the voice we can
have in the world. Actually advocating
for change is a powerful thing. But
this was also a significant demonstra-
tion of what can be done. By making a
small change such as sacrificing one
meal, a significant difference is made
when we work together”

Groups of young people from the
congress also worked in the northern
suburbs of Brisbane to collect more
than 3,500 cans of food for use in

PHOTOS BY BEN BEADEN/SPD

the last afternoon of the congress.

ADRA services across the city. “This is
a critical time of year for these agen-
cies that are working to help individu-
als and families make it through tough
times,” said Matthew Siliga, coordina-
tor of this community outreach for the
congress. “So as visitors to this city, we
hope to help feed thousands of Bris-
bane residents by collecting generous
donations from the local community
and delivering to these local agencies.”

With a police escort, the march by
congress participants stopped city
traffic and sparked many conversa-
tions with passersby about who this
group was and what they were doing.
“At one stage I stopped and looked
back at our marchers, and seeing the
line that stretched almost a kilometer
back with banners and all those young
people, I felt a sense of pride in our
young people and what they were
doing,” Kross said.

Despite a successful event and
much positive response, he said that
many of the important achievements
of the congress are yet to be seen. “It is
hard to measure or explain inspira-
tion, so the real outcome of this con-
gress is not necessarily what we see
here but will be seen in the small and
great things that will happen in places
across the South Pacific,” he said. “We
have empowered these young people,
and we will continue to support them
in their involvement in the mission of
the church in our world.” M
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ccording to a well-known

anecdote, if you throw a frog

into a pot of boiling water,
it will jump out. But if you place the
frog into a kettle of lukewarm water
and slowly turn up the heat, the frog’s
body will adapt to the changes in its
surroundings by adjusting its body
temperature. Not until the frog is
nearly boiled to death will it realize it’s
in very hot water.

Though often used now in the
context of business, politics, the envi-
ronment, and other arenas, this story
has for a long time been applied to the
church, where it has a special signifi-
cance for how believers relate to end-
time events.

If you are a lifelong Adventist, as I
am, you have no doubt heard about
the “time of trouble, such as never
was” (Dan. 12:1) that is to take place
just before the coming of Jesus. Per-
haps as a child you had nightmares
about this time, and as an adult,

you've wondered how you will survive.

But it seems that as a church, and
as individuals, we find it easy to push
thoughts of end-time persecution
aside as we keep busy doing the things
we do every day, every week, every
year. As the seasons come and go, we,
along with the rest of the world, go
through the stages of life until it is our
time to rest in the grave until Jesus
comes to awaken us.

Time to Wake Up

But I believe Jesus wants to awaken
us from our spiritual sleep. He realizes
that now is the time to prepare for
what lies just before us. There has to
be an enormous resurgence in Ad-
ventist preaching about eschatology
and last-day events; and without sen-
sationalism, without looking for a
conspiracy under every rock.

Do we still believe that “the ‘time
of trouble, such as never was’ is soon
to open upon us; and we shall need

8 AbpvenTIST WoRLD | March 2013

Frog
yndrome

Basking in the warmth

By Tep N. C. WiLsoN

an experience which we do not now
possess and which many are too
indolent to obtain” (The Great Con-
troversy, p. 622)?

We Seventh-day Adventists have
no choice but to look to the culmina-
tion of this movement. If we are
tempted to think of this church as
simply a “faith community,” one of
many, then we will almost certainly
downplay any cataclysmic future. On
the other hand, if we understand that
this movement is a fulfillment of Rev-
elation 12, 14, and 18, we will have a
much clearer picture regarding our
mandate to return to the true worship
of God. We will also understand more
clearly the persecution that happens
when the true worship of God clashes
with the false understanding of truth.

We Cannot Ignore It

Some believe we shouldn’t talk
about such end-time topics as the
“time of trouble” and other events
leading up to the Second Coming
because they can generate fear among
believers and may bring on a time of
trouble prematurely. But these very
events emphasize why it is so impor-
tant that we have the blessed hope of
Jesus’ soon return.

While it is not healthy to fixate on
the time of the end so much that we
become anxious or paralyzed with
fear, we cannot afford to ignore it.
Scripture confirms that end-time per-
secutions are inevitable, but we don’t
have to be fearful, because the God
who protected and walked by the side
of millions of Christians who have

PHOTOS BY ROBERTO VALDES/SANJA GJENERO



been persecuted for their faith will
also walk beside us. We cannot now
know what kind of supernatural
power we will be given at that time,
but we do know that God has prom-
ised always to be with us. He will not
give us more than we can bear (see
Heb. 13:5; 1 Cor. 10:13).

Preparing Now

End-time believers have to know
what the Scriptures say about the end-
times, and we need to prepare ourselves
daily, knowing that one day we’re going
to face real persecution. Each day is an
opportunity to build our faith in God.
And if we allow Him to, God will train
us to trust Him more deeply.

We are told, “Those who exercise
but little faith now are in the greatest
danger of falling under the power of
satanic delusions and the decree to
compel the conscience. And even if
they endure the test they will be
plunged into deeper distress and
anguish in the time of trouble,
because they have never made it a
habit to trust in God. ...

“We should now acquaint our-
selves with God by proving His prom-
ises” (ibid.).

Secure in God’s Hands

I believe that a major focus of the
great controversy is learning to place
our security in God’s hands; recogniz-
ing that whatever we face, we will not
be asked to face more than we can
experience through His power (see
Phil. 4:13). Don’t worry about any-
thing (verse 6), but be happy that we
are living in a time during which we
are going to see the conclusion of the
great scenario shown to us in the
books of Daniel and Revelation.

It’s going to be exciting! Pray for
long-range vision, the ability to see
beyond just the here and now; and
focus on true, eternal values.

We know the devil is not going to

stop his work while any believer stays
loyal to Jesus. He will do everything he
possibly can to keep us distracted by
the here and now, focusing only on
the temporary honors of this world.
He will try to lull us into a false sense
of security, determined to demolish
any awareness of present truth, any
indications that his proposed govern-
ment is ultimately going to lose. His
game is confusion—Babel, if you
will—and he excels at it. If Satan can
confuse Seventh-day Adventists into
believing that there will be no perse-
cution, then he will have destroyed the
need to prepare for it.

Those who dismiss the validity of
the Spirit of Prophecy because they
cannot see its scenario being fulfilled
will yet discover that the vision of the
future it presents is absolutely accu-
rate. We shouldn’t be confused by a
brief lull in the active persecution of
the faithful: even a hurricane has a
peaceful “eye”!

Instant Life Changes

Life can change in a moment. We
recognize that natural disasters such
as hurricanes, floods, fires, and earth-
quakes affect lives instantaneously. But
so can human powers.

I think of our brothers in Togo
who have been falsely imprisoned for
a year now. On March 15, 2012, Pastor
Antonio Monteiro came home from
giving a Bible study, and was met at
the door by police officers waiting to
take him to prison. The pastor was
stripped naked and thrown into soli-
tary confinement for two weeks before
he was given anything to wear. Bruno
Amah, an active church member, was
also falsely accused and imprisoned.

There is no evidence against them,
and almost everyone acknowledges that
they should be freed. They were arrested
on completely false charges that have
nothing to do with them. When I met
with them last November, they gave

heartwarming testimonies about the
work and witness God has allowed them
to share with other prisoners.

God has His timetable for when
they are released, and they believe that
God has a work for them to do while
they are in prison. They are reading
their Bibles, praying, singing, counsel-
ing, and studying with others; witness-
ing for the Lord, bringing peace into the
prison, and standing like “modern-day
Josephs” in jail, in very difficult condi-
tions. They told me that prisoners have
said that since our brothers entered the
prison, the prisoners don’t fight as
much. We prayed with them in prison,
as well as for the other prisoners.

As I flew home in freedom, I could
not forget these precious brothers,
their wives, and their families. We
know from Christ Himself that believ-
ers in truth will be falsely accused (see
Matt. 5:11, 12; also 1 Peter 4:12, 13).
We will be placed in most unusual
circumstances in order to bring truth
to those who have never heard it.
Whether we live or die, we are the
Lord’s (see Rom. 14:8).

It’s easy during times of relative
peace and prosperity to become like
that proverbial frog in the kettle,
enjoying the warmth of our surround-
ings, without noticing that the heat is
slowly but steadily being turned up.

Although we see many natural and
human atrocities, life continues to
move on, giving the illusion that “all
things continue as they were from the
beginning” (2 Peter 3:4).

Bible Prophecy Tells
Us the Truth

But we Seventh-day Adventists
know better. Prophecy opens our eyes
and tells us the truth, with the books
of Daniel and Revelation pulling back
the curtain, revealing what has hap-
pened in the past and what is soon to
happen in the future. “The secret
things belong to the Lord our God,

March 2013 | ADVENTIST WORLD 9



WORLD VISTA

but those things which are revealed
belong to us and to our children for-
ever” (Deut. 29:29).

We have to know who we are, and
where we are in the spectrum of end-
time events. In the metaphor of the
great dream of Daniel 2, we are just at
the end of the toes of the image! I
encourage you, if you haven't already
done so, to return to biblical prophetic
belief and understanding. The freedoms
we now enjoy will not last indefinitely:
the devil and those who do his bidding
will see to that. Only those who are well
grounded in the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy and having a faith relation-
ship with Christ will clearly understand
the times in which we live.

The Good News

If you haven’t already done so, I
urge you to develop that strong, per-
sonal connection with the Lord begin-
ning today. Only through this relation-
ship with Jesus will you be able to face
the challenges of the future. Not every-
one will have the same experience, but
all will be called to testify for their faith.

We don’t have to wait until the
time of trouble to share our faith.
Now is the time to develop friendships
with our neighbors, our work col-
leagues, and other people in our lives
who are not yet aware of what the
future holds. Share with them a copy
of The Great Controversy, or the
smaller edition, The Great Hope. Pray
for the Holy Spirit’s leading. Share
with them how much the book has
meant to you. Your witness now will
prepare both you and them for the
challenging days that Scripture tells us
are on the near horizon. H

| Ted N. C. Wilson is

president of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.
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One -DayChurch

A One-Day School story

‘ The Greater Miracle

Rood Noordenhaal Seventh-day Adventist School in Curagao was broken
and empty, shredded by a tornado in 2008, used only as a “drop-off” point for
families who lived too far from the “temporary/replacement” school.

BEFORE AND AFTER: The old Rood
Noordenhaal school (inset), and the
new campus provided with support from
Maranatha Volunteers International.

DICK DUERKSEN

Many of the parents, fed up with getting
their kids out of bed at 5:00 a.m. so they could
drive them to the old school and wait for
government-subsidized buses to take them to
the temporary school, had given up.

“We're not going to do
this anymore,” they said.
“Either you build a school
nearer to our homes, or
our kids will go to public
school.”

Then the government
joined the chorus
of doom: “Effective
January 1, there will be
no more government-
subsidized bus service for
schoolchildren.”

Angry parents plus
exhausted kids plus
an absent government
equaled a school
emergency!

Curagao church leaders called the president of the Inter-American Division
and asked for help—immediate help. “We need a temporary school,” they
said, “to replace our temporary/replacement school, or there will no longer be

Seventh-day Adventist schools in Curagao.”

The president called Maranatha Volunteers International and asked for an
emergency temporary One-Day School campus for Curacao.

It was a miracle that the government gave them the land.

It was a miracle that fabricated steel for 12 classrooms was available.

It was a miracle that the government gave the school a building permit.

It was a miracle that God sent Maranatha the right volunteers at the right time.

As of January 2013, parents can ignore the old school and drive their
children directly to the new Rood Noordenhaal Seventh-day Adventist Primary
School in Curagao. That's the greater miracle!

The One-Day Church program is a
collaborative effort between the Seventh-
day Adventist Church, Adventist-laymen’s

MARANATHA\?

VOLUNTEERS INTERNATIONAL

Services and Industries (ASl), and
Maranatha Volunteers International. These

stories come to you from Maranatha
storyteller Dick Duerksen.



I have heard of a new disease in some
parts of Africa called “dengue fever.”
Could you tell me more about this?

engue (pronounced den-gee)

fever is an illness caused by a

mosquito-transmitted virus
called a “flavivirus.” There are four
members of this virus family, and the
virus is transmitted by the mosquito
Aedes aegypti. Another mosquito called
Aedes albopictus can also carry the virus.
In forested areas the disease is spread
among primates, but with increasingly
dense-city populations, human-to-
human transmission predominates.

The increase in travel has permit-
ted infected people to move around
more rapidly. In addition, trade and
travel have expanded the location of
the Aedes aegypti mosquito. Trade in
used tires that may have mosquito
eggs and larvae within them, along
with rapid urbanization in Asia, have
dramatically increased the potential
for the spread of the disease. It’s sug-
gested by data of the World Health
Organization and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control that the southern United
States, Inter-America, and much of
the Amazon region of South America,
as well as a tropical band across Africa,
much of India, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Thailand, the Philippines, and north-
eastern Australia are at dengue risk.
Recent epidemics in Africa are calling
new attention to the disease.
For most people, dengue fever will

PHOTO BY LORENZO GONZALEZ

By ALLAN R. HANDYSIDES
and PETER N. LANDLESS

WORLD HEALTH

can hold pockets of water in which the
mosquitoes lay their eggs. Cleaning up
such trash around the house or city is
key to controlling the mosquitoes in
urban areas.

Some new approaches are being
tested. “Genetically modified male
mosquitoes that sterilize the wild-type
female, thereby reducing egg output
and population size of the next gen-
eration,” are being studied as a poten-
tial means of breaking the mosquito
reproductive cycle.*

A bacterium called Wolbachia has
been used to infect Aedes aegypti
mosquitoes, and appears to protect the
mosquito from dengue virus infection.
It has possibilities of naturally spread-
ing among mosquitoes and inducing a
more resistant group of mosquitoes.

Currently the best protection is to
limit mosquito infestation and the risk
of being bitten. Permethrin-impreg-
nated mosquito nets and walls coated
with the insecticide reduce the viabil-
ity of mosquitoes within the house.
Tight screens on windows, well-fitted
doors, and the use of insect repellent
when in mosquito zones are all
important.

As in so many situations, preven-
tion is essential—especially when
there is no cure. W

seem like a “flulike” disease. Fever,
malaise, aches and pains, headache,
and perhaps some vomiting and a
mild rash may be all they experience.
Severe dengue, however, can be life-
threatening. The virus may bind with
a layer in the tiny capillaries and cause
them to leak profusely. Platelets may
decrease in numbers, protein is lost
from the blood, and shock can follow.
Respiratory distress may follow flood-
ing of the air sacs with blood fluids,
and bleeding can be severe.

The usual pattern is of some three
to seven days’ incubation, two to three
days of milder symptoms, three to four
days of the more severe symptoms, and
then an additional three days to recover.

People living in endemic areas are
at risk, unless they have had previous
infection with all four types. Because
of the frequency of travel, persons
recently returned from endemic areas
are at risk and ought to be considered
potentially infected if symptomatic.

Tests for the virus, structural pro-
teins of the virus, or antibody
responses to the virus are used in
making the diagnosis.

Currently, there is no medication
proven to successfully kill the virus.

It has proven difficult to produce a
vaccine against dengue, although there
is a vaccine undergoing trial at the
present time. Efforts at limiting the
mosquitoes have shown little success,
as well. Old tin cans, tires, plastic bot-
tles, and even some plants such as sisal

*Cameron P. Simmons et al., “Dengue,” New England Journal of
Medicine 366 (2012): 1423-1432.
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“T heard a voice thunder from the Throne: ‘Look! Look! God
has moved into the neighborhood, making his home with
men and women! They’re his people, he’s their God. He’ll
wipe every tear from their eyes. Death is gone for good—tears
gone, crying gone, pain gone—all the first order of things
gone’” (Rev. 21:3, 4, Message).'

y longing for God to move into the neighbor-
hood, making His home with men and women,
grows more intense with every tear-moistened

face I see. The snapshots I share are a mere fraction of the
people who increase my longing.

Images of Tears

A starving child, hollow-eyed, languishes for lack of
food. Her dehydrated body lies motionless. Mini-tears
moisten her eyelids. Her mother’s tears flow copiously. Life
is ebbing away. Hope fades.

A mother’s tears drop on the pink blanket wrapped
around her lifeless baby. There seems no end to her weep-
ing. Mysterious crib death has taken away her angel. As she
searches for reasons, she speaks through her weeping. Her
tears do not abate.

A father drapes himself across the steering wheel of his
pickup as he utters deep sobs and moans. Minutes before a
judge sentenced his only son to life without parole. He
weeps for his son and broken dreams.

A husband of 60 years sits by the bed of his dying
sweetheart. No audible sobbing, only salty tears streaming
down his wrinkled cheeks. When she finally sighs her last
breath, the loud cries erupt from the depths of his being.

A 7-year-old boy cries in the back seat of a social work-
er’s car. He was taken from his abusive home and now is
going to a place unknown to him. Alone, forsaken, trem-
bling, and afraid, he cannot hide his tears.

Visible tears well up in the eyes of the clerk who checks
out my groceries. She shares that her marriage is coming to
an end. I do not ask why. I simply give permission to cry.

The hellholes of war replay in a veteran’s mind. He can-
not share the horrors with family. Tears wet his pillow in
the still of the night. Tears are locked inside during the day.

Years after a senseless murder family holidays are muted
by longings for a complete family. Tears are still fresh.

A couple holds each other in their arms as they watch
their home reduced to ashes. Mementos of their life
together all gone. Through sobs they ask what they will
do now.

A head-on collision snuffed out the life of her oldest son.
Now, a year later, her youngest son ended his own life. At 86
she tells me she is trying to manage, but the huge tears in
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Longing to go
home

By LARRY YEAGLEY




her old eyes tell me it is time for God to move into the
neighborhood, making His home with men and women.

A mother in Mexico asked me to have a funeral for her
stillborn son. The family and I gathered in her hospital
room. As I shared words of comfort she looked up at the
ceiling. Her eye wells filled with tears. I wanted to wipe her
tears, but no tissues could be found in the room. I knew
that shedding tears is a healthy release of overpowering
heartache, but I also understood the therapeutic value of
feeling another person wiping away tears. I knew that feel-
ing personally when I was a hospital patient.

For an hour I sat quietly in her living room and gave
her permission to cry 19 years’ worth of tears. The next
day she appeared at my door with a gift card for a local
restaurant. Permission to shed tears opened the door of
hope for her.

The Comforter often speaks for us. It happened when I
entered the room of a dying grandfather. His son and
granddaughter were weeping because the end was near. I
sat with them for a few minutes. I went to the patient’s
bedside, leaned close to his ear, and prayed. I left the room
quietly. A week later the son stopped me in the corridor. “I

[ sat quietly in her living room

and gave her

to cry 19 years

worth of tears.

Tear Wipers

My fear level had skyrocketed as I worried about the
outcome of the surgery in the morning. An elderly chap-
lain entered my room. He laughed and dismissed my fear.
When he left, I asked the head nurse to send a nun to see
me. She pulled a chair to the head of my bed, held my
hand, and invited me to share my feelings. The tears that
had so neatly tucked away came rolling down my cheeks.
That’s when that godly nun applied the tissues to this
grown man’s face.

I realize that we humans cannot prevent tears. They are
part of our broken world. There is, however, something we
can do. Until God moves into the neighborhood, we can be
tear wipers. Tear wipers for Jesus. What a mission!

The apostle Paul put it right on target: “Blessed be the
God. ... of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction
so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any
affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God” (2 Cor. 1:3, 4, NASB).?

Wiping tears and comforting the afflicted is not always
a physical wiping. I discovered that once again when I vis-
ited Jennifer. For 19 years she nursed her son who required

around-the-clock care. She battled the school system until

her boy graduated from high school. Her husband left all
the care to her. She was not allowed to express feelings in
words or tears. Her son’s death brought tears she couldn’t
share with the ones she loved.

just wanted to tell you how much we appreciated the com-
forting words you shared with us before Dad died,” he said.
I was stunned to think that God was speaking for me when
I visited the sobbing family.

So many tears! So many broken hearts! It is so encour-
aging knowing that we do not initiate the tear-drying pro-
cess. We simply fall in step with what the Master Comforter
has already been doing.

How will God ever wipe all the tears away? How will He
ever mend all the broken hearts? How will He make it per-
manent? The Lord who “spoke, and it was done,” “com-
manded, and it stood fast” (Ps. 33:9), will move into the
neighborhood and with a word banish tears forever.

Until that day, we are called to go on wiping tears for
Jesus. M

! Texts credited to Message are from The Message. Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001,
2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.

2Scripture quotations marked NASB are from the New American Standard Bible, copyright ©
1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by
permission.

—_—

Larry Yeagley has served as teacher, pastor,
and chaplain, and currently enjoys an active
retirement in Gentry, Arizona.
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sity, Argentina, to teach a class for its Doctor of Theol-

ogy program. From the plane, I saw for the first time
the huge delta of the Parand River, with its many canals and
islands, extending itself for about 185 miles (300 kilome-
ters). On Sabbath afternoon the director of the program
drove me to the banks of the river. He told me that when a
foreign ship has to sail across the delta, a local pilot who
knows the delta well needs to guide the ship safely through
the specific canal that is deep enough for navigation.

Just imagine our planet’s history as a turbulent river,
passing through rapids and dangerous falls, and forming a
huge delta before flowing into the ocean of eternity. At the
most critical points in the river journey God sent special
“pilots” to forewarn His people of the dangers they would
face during their journey. We call these “pilots” prophets.'
For instance, He sent Noah to warn the antediluvians of
the coming Flood; Moses to liberate the Israelites from
their Egyptian captivity; Elijah and Elisha to lead the Isra-
elites away from contemporary idolatry; and John the
Baptist to announce Christ’s first coming. When God’s
people came to the great religious and ideological delta—
the spiritual challenges—of the last days, God sent another
special pilot to help guide His people safely to the harbor
of everlasting life.

In January 1997 I went to River Plate Adventist Univer-

Need for a Modern Prophet

Seventh-day Adventists accept “the Bible, and the Bible
only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all
reforms.”” If this is so, why do Adventists also accept Ellen
White (1827-1915) as a true prophet? Do we actually need
the modern manifestation of the prophetic gift? In answer-
ing these questions we must recognize, first of all, that even
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in biblical times there were several true prophets whose
writings were not included in the Bible (cf. 1 Chron. 29:29).
For Adventists, Fllen White is another true noncanonical
prophet called by God for a very crucial moment of his-
tory—the time of the end.

If modern Christianity were a homogeneous religious
body, solidly grounded on the authority of God’s Word,
there would be no need for a manifestation of the pro-
phetic gift in these last days. But in a world in which Chris-
tianity is more divided about the understanding of the
Bible than ever before,” such a gift is needed to scrub clean
the misinterpretations of Scripture caused by the vast
amount of antibiblical assumptions derived from human
traditions, human reason, personal experience, and mod-
ern culture. So instead of replacing the Bible, the modern
gift of prophecy helps readers to allow the Bible to inter-
pret itself without being distorted by human biases.

Function of a Modern Prophet

Adventists believe that at the end of the 2300 prophetic
days (see Dan. 8:9-14) truth would be restored by the
preaching of the three angels’ messages of Revelation 14:6-
12. As in other crucial moments described in Scripture, this
end-time restoration also took place with special prophetic
assistance, helping “(1) to direct attention to the Bible, (2)
to aid in understanding the Bible, and (3) to help in apply-
ing Bible principles in our lives.”* These functions of the
prophetic gift are not limited to the early days of the
Adventist movement: they should continue assisting us
until the end of human history.

Jesus described it well in His parable of the great sup-
per (Luke 14:15-24). Many people today are extremely dis-
tracted by their material possessions (verse 18), work

IMAGE COURTESY OF ELLEN G. WHITE ESTATE
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(verse 19), and social activities (verse 20). In addition,
modern communication devices and the entertainment
industry are absorbing much of the time that we should
be spending with God’s Word. As important as these
potential distractions might be, nothing should ever
replace our spiritual priorities. As I once read on a bumper
sticker: “Not to have time for God means to live a time-
wasted life.” Undoubtedly, we need to be reminded con-
stantly of our spiritual priorities (see Matt. 6:33). A mod-
ern manifestation of the gift of prophecy was given to
direct our attention back to the Bible.

Even those who spend time with the Bible are tempted
to distort its true meaning. As already mentioned, God
gave us in Ellen White a modern prophet to help free us
from the human traditions that tend to distort our under-
standing of God’s Word. Her writings are “a divine pro-

Thigjg Prophecy

One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. This giftis an
identifying mark of the remnant church and was manifested
in the ministry of Ellen. G. White. As the Lord’s messenger,
her writings are a continuing and authoritative source of truth
which provide for the church comfort, guidance, instruction,
and correction. They also make clear that the Bible is the
standard by which all teaching and experience must be tested.
(Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:14-21; Heb. 1:1-3; Rev. 12:17; 19:10.)

_—

phetic filter that helps us to remove all the human rubble
that tradition has artificially imposed on the Bible, so that
the divine message of the Scriptures can flow pure and
clean into our hearts.”

I’s a scary thought that even Satan can understand
God’s Word without allowing it to transform his life (James
2:19). Ellen White warns that “many accept an intellectual
religion, a form of godliness, when the heart is not
cleansed.”® And she adds, “A man may hear and acknowl-
edge the whole truth, and yet know nothing of personal
piety and true experimental religion. He may explain the
way of salvation to others, and yet himself be a castaway.”
The modern manifestation of the spirit of prophecy was
provided to help us submit to the sanctifying influence of
God’s Word (see John 17:17; Matt. 5:13-16). H

'In 1863 Uriah Smith used the analogy of an additional “pilot” promised to the last part of a
voyage in reference to the prophetic gift of Ellen G. White. See U. Smith, “Do We Discard the Bible
by Endorsing the Visions?” Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, Jan. 13, 1863, p. 52.

2Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1911), p.
595.

3 Already in 2001 a reliable source referred to the existence of 34,000 different “Christian
denominations” in the world. See David B. Barrett et al., World Christian Encyclopedia: A
Comparative Survey of Churches and Religions in the Modern World, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2001), vol. 1, p. vi.

*T. Housel Jemison, A Prophet Among You (Boise, Idaho: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1955), p. 371.
®Alberto R. Timm, “Ellen G. White: Prophetic Voice for the Last Days,” Ministry, February 2004,
p. 20.

Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1956), p. 35.
7Ellen G. White, Evangelism (Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1946), p. 682.

—_—

Alberto R. Timm, Ph.D., is a native of Brazil
and recently joined the Ellen G. White Estate
as an associate director. He is married to
Marly, and they have three children.
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By CLAUDE RicHLI
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Abel Kirui is much more

almost 70 countries are battling it out in one of the most prestigious

competitions of the games: the marathon. Just a few minutes before reaching
the finish line, Stephen Kiprotich from Uganda surges from behind to pass the
leader of the race, the Kenyan reigning marathon world champion, and snatches
the gold. The Kenyan takes silver, 26 seconds behind.

But as the Kenyan passes the finish line, something unusual happens: While
the crowd is cheering and hundreds of millions of television spectators from
around the world are watching, the Kenyan drapes himself with his national
flag, drops to his knees, joins his hands, and bows his head. The man is giving
thanks. Evidently he is a Christian.

In fact, he is not just a Christian—he is a Seventh-day Adventist. Meet Abel
Kirui, twice a world champion in the marathon (Berlin, Germany 2009; Daegu,
Korea, 2011), and a member of the Namgoi Seventh-day Adventist Church in
western Kenya. Sports commentators describe him as having an explosive
energy; those who know him privately as being a very sociable individual.

It’s the final day of the London Olympics. One hundred five runners from

A Disciplined Man
Indeed, when I meet the man at his home near Kapsabet, on the high pla-
teau of western Kenya, he comes bounding out as if mounted on springs, a
bundle of energy, ready for his morning run. He quickly slips on his running
shoes, and we pile into the car that will bring us to his starting point. He talks
as fast as he runs: of his career goals, of his projects, of his fam-
ily, of his faith, of his great responsibilities toward God, family,
and country. When he is not talking, he hums and sings, “We
should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer.”
“Next year is going to be a great year: a half marathon in Spain
in February, then London in April,” Kirui says. “This is going to be
the greatest marathon race ever: Kiprotich is going to be there;
Wilson Kipsang is going to be there; and, of course, Abel Kirui.
And I must win. Then, it’s going to be the world championships
in Moscow, and [ want to become the first marathon runner in
history to win three world championships.”

This is a tall order, but he works hard to reach it. He spends
four months of intensive training before each major race. Mara-
thon runners run only two or three major races a year, but dur-
ing Kirui’s time of preparation that’s all he does. He runs 21

FAMILY PORTRAIT: Abel with kilometers (13 miles) in the morning, 15 kilometers (nine miles)
his mother, Romana Jeptum in the afternoon, goes to bed very early, gets up very early, and
Koech and grandmother,

Jemaiyo Koech.



RUNS

[ than an Olympic athlete.

RACE PACE: Kirui (left) is a familiar figure who trains
regularly in the area around his home.




spends the first hour with the Lord. He eats balanced
meals, avoids fatty food, and lives by the motto:
“Chances are opportunities that favor those who are
prepared to take them.” |
“Running is a discipline, just like the Bible says,”
he adds. But when asked if it was a big disappoint- i
ment to not win the gold, he says, “No, 'm very '
happy with the silver, too. I thank God for it” To ]
emphasize how he doesn’t like to leave anything to
chance, he demonstrates how he ties his running |
shoes. “I do one, two, three knots, so that if a knot
comes undone during a race, I can continue to run
without losing my shoes or wasting time tying my
laces again!”

A Fast Runner
Now Kirui jumps out of the car, punches the button on
his wrist chronometer, and starts to run. He is not the only
one to run in Kapsabet and its surroundings this morning.
The sun has barely risen, and the air is still thick with dew,
but here and there, pounding the unequal pavement or the
dirt surface of the country roads, dozens of would-be long-
distance champions are working at building their endur-
ance and speed. After a couple kilometers Kirui catches up
to another runner in an orange windbreaker. Startled, the
man in orange increases his speed to keep up with him.
Their strides are elegant, powerful, and incredibly fast.
Their feet barely touch the ground. Their swinging arms
seem to pull them forward. Every now and then a smile

[ E ¢
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Nurturing Champions
a Church Business

Abel Kirui is not the only successful
long-distance runner in his church. When
he was in training camp in Iten some
years ago, he became acquainted with
Priscah Jeptoo, an up-and-coming runner
from the same region in which he lives.
Abel’s infectious and dynamic personality
motivated her to accept his invitation to
visit the church he attends. Soon she was
a regular visitor.

There she met the love of her life,
got baptized, and married. Then her
career took off. At the Daegu World
Championships in 2011 she won silver.

At the London Olympics she won silver

too. She came in five seconds behind Tiki
Gelana from Ethiopia, in what was the
most hotly contested women'’s marathon in
the history of the Olympic Games.

These and other successes have made
Jeptoo the third-best female long-distance
runner in the world. Now, there are two
Olympic marathon silver medalists in this
congregation of 175, plus a host of other
long-distance runners, such as Amos
Matui, who has won marathons on four
continents. All are friends of Abel Kirui.

The church pastor, Noah Kipkoeth
Chumo, says that they have even started
an Adventist Athletic Association, with
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THE RUNNING LIFE: In
addition to twice a day

workouts, Kirui sup-
ports education in his
local village and uses
racing as a stage to
witness for Christ.

nine members from his church so far,

as well as several others from other
churches. When the athletes leave

for a major meet, they have a special
consecration service, during which Pastor
Chumo reminds them that they do not run
in their own power, but with God's power.
He says, “We encourage all our members
to run for their goal in life, and make the
eternal goal their priority. Then when the
athletes return, we have a thanksgiving
Sabbath to celebrate what God did

in their lives. When Abel and Priscah
returned, hundreds of visitors came to our
service. Our athletes have become real
ambassadors for God and the church. It
is very important to give them a role in the
church, and to reinforce their desire to be
ambassadors and to support evangelism.
We want to encourage that.”



breaks on Kirui’s face, and his index finger rises out of his
clenched fist, pointing upward. A half kilometer later the
man in orange drops behind, unable to keep up. Kirui
waves goodbye with a grin and keeps running.

Finally he stops and checks his chronometer. He is very
happy: he has just covered 5.6 kilometers (3.5 miles) in 17
minutes. That’s an average speed just a half kilometer per
hour slower than the average world record speed in the
marathon. Not bad for a routine training run on an uneven
surface. I ask, “Would you still be running at that speed if
you continued for an hour?”

He laughs. “But of course!”

Kirui started running as a child. Not wanting to be late
to school, he would run: two kilometers in the morning,
two kilometers at noon to come home, and the same in the
afternoon. By age 12 he could run 10 kilometers (6.2 miles)
nonstop, and he entered his first competitions for which
the prizes were a bunch of bananas, some roasted meat, or
juicy sugarcane.

He Runs for God

While in high school Kirui started exhibiting another
outstanding gift: spiritual leadership. He was put in charge
of leading out in devotions and worship. As a result, his
classmates quickly began calling him Pastor Kirui. He tells
about one night around midnight toward the end of high
school when he asked God to help him run “so I can be a
witness.” Describing his ambition, he quotes Psalm 35:18:
“I will give You thanks in the great assembly; I will praise
You among many people.”

“The Psalms have been my inspiration,” he says. “Every
race is an opportunity. What I tell God is ‘Wherever You
place me, I will share You. So every time I finish a race I
say, ‘Thank You, God.”

He says he learned to depend on God early in life. He
credits his mother as being his biggest spiritual influence.
She encouraged him to attend church on Sabbath morn-
ings. “My older brother would bring me to church, and my
mother’s kindness won me to the church.” Today his habit
of early-morning prayer is an inheritance from her. “I
remember she would wake up in the wee hours to pray that
we would choose whom we are going to serve in life,” he
says. “Now every morning I get up very early to pray and
ask God to give me strength to run.”

At the end of high school Kirui entered a race organized
by the police administration. The prize was a job in the police
ranks. He won, and has been a police officer ever since. After
his performance at the Olympics, he was promoted to the
rank of chief inspector. In 2005 he started winning races in
Kenya and won his first 10,000 meters in Poland, setting the
course record in Gdansk, a record that stands to this day.

That commitment and training brought the humble vil-
lage boy far from his modest home. In 2006 he was chosen to

_—
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be the pacemaker for his role model, Haile Gebrselassie, one of
the greatest long-distance runners of all time, during the Ber-
lin Marathon. Gebrselassie won; Kirui finished ninth. That
was his breakthrough on the big stage. In 2008 he won silver at
the same event. In 2009 he became world champion in Berlin.
He also won the Vienna Marathon in 2008, setting a new
course record. His personal best time in the event is 2:06:51.

Two minutes after his training run and in spite of the
thin air (we are at almost 2,200 meters [7,200 feet]), his
breathing is normal again. He quickly gulps a bottle of water.

As we enter the family compound, his mother, grand-
mother, brother, and a couple cousins greet us. They hug him
affectionately and run ahead to show us the ponds he has
installed to raise fish to help supplement their diet and their
income. As we sit down for a warm drink, he says, “I run for
God, for my family, for my nation. It’s a big responsibility. If I
win $50,000 in prize money, it completely changes my life. It
makes me realize that now I can support 20 people.”

But Abel wants more than to support his family. He wants
to contribute to his church and to society. His pastor con-
firmed in a telephone interview that when the church was in
the process of a construction project, Kirui was generous with
his support. Meanwhile he has also financed a school in Eldo-
ret, the regional center, offering an education to students
pre-K to 8. There are 85 students currently enrolled. He has a
building project underway for a dormitory to add 224 stu-
dents in the short term. He is making plans to accommodate
up to 1,000 children within five years. “I want to produce
doctors, scientists, businesspeople, and sportsmen,” he says.

He dreams of one day sponsoring a cancer treatment
center at the hospital of the University of Eastern Africa
Baraton. “An epidemic of cancer is sweeping Africa, and I
want to do something about that. Each race I win brings me
closer to the goal of supporting these projects,” he says. “I
began my life with the Word of God, and I would like to end
my life with the Word of God. So I work carefully not to dis-
appoint people, both in terms of running and in terms of
character and what I contribute. Money is to work for you,
to help fulfill your cause. It is a means to improve things. If it
is an idol, what have you got?”

That afternoon he would be on his way to the national
training camp for top athletes in Iten. He will spend the
next two months there, training hard morning and after-
noon. But every Friday night he will be home to spend the
Sabbath with his wife and two young children, because as
he says, “They don’t have spiritual roots yet.” l

|

—_—

Claude Richli is associate publisher of
Adventist World. This article was written with
contributions from Tor Tjeransen, photogra-
pher, and the Adventist News Network.
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FI'! he spread of the gospel of Jesus
Christ crept along at a snail’s
pace during the early and mid-

1900s in the Southeast Asian countries

of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam.

Although God sent visionary, faith-

filled individuals who possessed a

missionary spirit mirroring that of

our church’s pioneers to this part

of the world, progress was slow.

The governments were resistant to

Christianity, and the deep, cultural

Buddhist beliefs were woven into the

very fabric of society.

In the late 1970s Communism,
coupled with war, forced masses of
men, women, and children to flee for
their lives with only the clothes on

By JuDY AITKEN

Agains

often arrived on boats, narrowly escap-
ing pirate raids and a watery grave.
Their survival was not by chance; God
wanted to reveal Himself to them.

Decision to Go

My attention and prayers turned to
this part of the world after I saw an
emaciated Cambodian child lying life-
less in her mother’s arms pictured on
the cover of Time magazine’s Novem-
ber 12, 1979, issue. The look of grief
and terror in the eyes of the mother
resonated with me, a mother of three
children myself. The Holy Spirit
strongly impressed me to help these
suffering people. I was a nurse, and I
promised the Lord that I would go if

mean?” “Who is this Jesus you pray
to?” These questions led to Bible stud-
ies, which grew into small study
groups. Through God’s miraculous
leading, 15 Adventist churches were
established in the refugee camps, and
more than 10,000 refugees were bap-
tized between 1980 and 1987.

In order to support the new believ-
ers spiritually and physically, I ceased
nursing and started working with Vol-
unteers International. Eventually,
along with others, I began a nonprofit
ministry called Projects Asia. God sent
volunteers from all around the world
to share Jesus with a people who were
eager to hear the gospel message. My
family and I felt privileged to witness

»1@)dds

God’s Word germinates in Asian refugee camps.

their backs. Many also witnessed the
horrors accompanying war, including
seeing loved ones killed before their
eyes. Secretly, some wondered, “Where
is Buddha now, when we need him?”

Refugee Camps

Those who reached the refugee
camps on the border of Thailand made
it there against all odds. The Cambodi-
ans left behind work camps and a
bloodbath caused by the Pol Pot
regime. They scavenged barely enough
food and water along the way to sur-
vive, gingerly bypassing land mines
each step of the dark journey. The Lao-
tians endured hours of swimming the
Mekong River, trying to stay underwa-
ter as long as possible to evade the bul-
lets fired from above. The Vietnamese
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He opened up an opportunity. Only
one week later I learned of an urgent
appeal from Seventh-day Adventist
World Service (SAWS)—now the
Adventist Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA)—for volunteers to go
to Southeast Asia to help the refugees
flooding into the camps. Many of
these refugees were dying of malnutri-
tion, war wounds, and disease. My
family and I responded and stepped
into a world of incredible suffering.
What started out as a short-term mis-
sion trip turned into a passion that
continues to this day.

Nursing in this environment was
like nothing I had ever done before.
Seeds of love planted in practical ways
sprouted such questions as “What
does the name ‘Seventh-day Adventist’

miracle after miracle when God used a
lack of political freedom and the con-
finement of camps to loosen Satan’s
bonds and bring spiritual freedom.

Ripple Effect

Between 1986 and 1987 the refugee
camps closed down, and those refu-
gees who had not repatriated to the
United States were forced back into
their home countries. These new
believers arrived in their home villages
much different people from when
they left. With a burning love for Jesus
in their hearts, they began sharing
their testimonies. Worship groups
spontaneously sprouted up through-
out the country. I had already
returned to the United States; my
heart, however, remained in Asia.



In 1991 the Southeast Asia Union
Mission (SAUM) established the
Cambodia Attached District. As a
worker with Adventist Frontier Mis-
sions (AFM), I prayerfully and readily
began refugee projects to help support
the work in the war-torn country of
Cambodia.

Providential Leadings

Mary Ann McNeilus—a physician
who had worked in the refugee camp
hospital—and I were asked to help

locate Adventist church leaders, teachers,
and members who had returned to their
home villages from the refugee camps.
We earnestly prayed for the Lord to lead
us to our friends so that we could intro-
duce them to the Adventist Mission and
support them with Bibles and literature.
The Lord miraculously led each step of
the way in this endeavor.

In one instance Hang Dara, a for-
mer church leader in Site II Refugee
Camp, was working for the United
Nations in Kampong Cham City,
Cambodia. We went to the U.N. office
on a Sunday, but it was closed. We
then asked a security guard if he knew

Hang Dara. The guard did know him
and gave us directions to Hang Dara’s
home. When we arrived, however, we
found it empty. The neighbors told us
that the family had moved the week
before, but they didn’t know where.
Mary Ann and I prayed right there
on the busy street in front of the
house, asking God to lead us to Hang
Dara and his wife, Bun Sokhom. When
we arose from our knees, we saw Hang
Dara coming toward us on his motor-
bike. He “happened” to be driving by

COURTESY OF ASAP

VISITING REFUGEES: ASAP

director Judy Aitken (right) during
a visit to Odem Village, Cambodia

right at that moment and saw us. What
a grand and joyous reunion we had!
The Lord spoke to Hang Dara’s and
Bun Sokhom’s hearts, impressing them
to join the Seventh-day Adventist Mis-
sion. Hang Dara today is the ministe-
rial director of the Cambodia Advent-
ist Mission, and Bun Sokhom is the
women’s ministries leader.

Continued Growth

Seventeen years ago God opened
the doors for the birth of Adventist
Southeast Asia Projects (ASAP), a non-
profit ministry that continues to sup-
port the Seventh-day Adventist Church

in spreading the gospel message to the
people of Thailand, Cambodia, Laos,
Vietnam, and Myanmar. This came
about in response to a request from
Robin Riches, the president of SAUM
at that time. Since then, the gospel has
spread at an astounding rate, particu-
larly in the closed country of Vietnam.
Throughout the past 23 years ASAP
has steadily increased the support of
the house-church movement in Viet-
nam, mainly through Isaiah Duong, a
pastor and the speaker for Peace and
Happiness, an Adventist World Radio
broadcast. The number of members in
the house-church movement continues
to grow as ASAP national missionaries
courageously evangelize publicly in this
Communist country.

As I reflect on the history of the
Adventist Church in Southeast Asia, I
marvel at the way God chooses indi-
viduals who are in very difficult situa-
tions to do the impossible for His
glory. In Southeast Asia today are
many faithful brothers and sisters who
endured much suffering, but are now
working for the church and united
with its mission. Some of these indi-
viduals first came to accept the Lord
while in the refugee camps many years
ago. Others are the fruit of their labors.

There is still a great work to do, but
by remembering how God has led us in
the past, we gain hope for the future.

Readers may join in praying for the
millions of people in this world region
who have yet to accept Jesus Christ as
their Savior by signing up to be a prayer
partner on the ASAP Web site at www.
asapministries.org. ll

'-} Judy Aitken is founder
and director of Adventist
Southeast Asia Proj-
ects (ASAP). She has a
passion to help save the lost not only in
Southeast Asia but in her own community
in Michigan, United States.
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PROPHECY

By FLLEN G. WHITE
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Reflecting God's many resources

hen the Holy Spirit moves the hearts of
Wbelievers, when the truth is appreciated, the

servants of God will not labor in vain. Christ is
an abiding presence in the heart, and we have a sense of the
great mercy and lovingkindness of God.

While we review, not the dark chapters in our experi-
ence, to complain, but the manifestations of His great
mercy and unfailing love and power revealed in our deliv-
erance, we will praise far more than complain. We will talk
of the loving faithfulness of God, as the true, tender, com-
passionate Shepherd of His flock, which He has declared
none shall pluck out of His hand. The language of the heart
will not be selfish murmuring and repining, but praise, like
clear flowing streams, will come from God’s truly believing
ones. “Goodness and mercy have followed me all the days
of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
“Thou shall guide me with thy counsel, and afterward
receive me to glory.” “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and
there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.”

>

Why not awaken the voice of our spiritual songs in the
travels of our pilgrimage? Why not come back to our sim-
plicity and life of fervor? The reason is that we have lost
our first love. Let us, then, be zealous and repent, lest the
candlestick will be moved out of its place. . ..

The temple of God is opened in heaven, and the thresh-
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old is flushed with the glory that is for every church that
will love God and keep His commandments. We need to
study, to meditate, and to pray. Then we shall have spiritual
eyesight to discern the inner courts of the celestial temple.
We shall catch the themes of song and thanksgiving of the
heavenly choir round about the throne.

When Zion shall arise and shine, her light will be most
penetrating, and precious songs of praise and thanksgiving
will be heard in the assembly of the saints. Murmurings,
complainings, and lamentations over little disappoint-
ments and difficulties will be lost sight of. As we apply the
golden eyesalve, we shall see the glories beyond. Faith will
cut through the hellish shadow of Satan, and we shall see
our Advocate offering up the incense of His own merits in
our behalf. When we see this as it is, and as the Lord would
have us, we will be filled with a sense of the immensity and
diversity of the love of God.

The appreciation of God’s love and character will
quicken insensible hearts, and light will shine into the soul.
Our short vision will pass away, and we shall discern won-
derful things out of the Word.

Just as long as those who profess the truth are serving
Satan, his hellish shadow will cut off their views of God
and heaven. They will be as those who have lost their first
love. They cannot view eternal realities. That which God



has prepared for us is represented in Zechariah, chapters
3 and 4, and 4:12-14: “And I answered again, and said
unto him, What be these two olive branches which
through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of
themselves? And he answered me and said, Knowest thou
not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. Then said he,
These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord
of the whole earth.”

The Lord is full of resources. He has no lack of facilities.
It is because of our lack of faith, our earthliness, our cheap
talk, our unbelief, manifested in our conversation, that
dark shadows gather about us. Christ is not revealed in
word or character as the one altogether lovely, and the
chiefest among ten thousand. When the soul is content to
lift itself up unto vanity, the Spirit of the Lord can do little
for it. Our shortsighted vision beholds the shadow, but
cannot see the glory beyond. Angels are holding the four
winds, represented as an angry horse seeking to break loose
and rush over the face of the whole earth, bearing destruc-
tion and death in its path.

The whole heavenly universe is interested, and the law
of God is exercised in behalf of His faithful, command-
ment-keeping people. It is God in whom we must trust.
It is only a narrow minded government that legislates for
the suppression of God’s law. God has the world in His
hand. We have God on our side. All heaven is waiting and
longing for our cooperation. The Lord is supreme. Why
should we fear? The Lord is almighty; why should we
tremble? In the past God has delivered His people, and
He will be our helper if we will arise in His strength and
go forward.

The Bible, and the Bible only, is to be our refuge. God is
in His Word. “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and
shall be satisfied.” That is enough for us.

“By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify
many; for he shall bear their iniquities.” If the great and
loving heart of God is satisfied with the result of His
mission in the souls saved, let us rejoice. Let us work as
we have never done before. Let us put self aside, and lay
hold of Jesus Christ by faith. Let us reveal him to the
world as the one altogether lovely and the chiefest among

God . . . will be our helper if we will
in His strength and go forward.

Shall we sleep on the very verge of the eternal world? Shall
we be dull and cold and dead? Oh, that we might have in our
churches the Spirit and breath of God breathed into His peo-
ple, that they might stand upon their feet and live. We need to
see that the way is narrow, and the gate strait. But as we pass
through the strait gate, its wideness is without limit.

We need now to arise and shine, for our light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. We have no
time to talk of self, no time to become like the sensitive
plant, that cannot be touched without shrinking. In Jesus
Christ is our sufficiency. Will we talk faith? Will we talk of
the glorious hope, of the full and abundant righteousness
of Jesus Christ, provided for every soul? I tell you in the
name of the Lord God of Israel that all injurious, discour-
aging influences are held in control by unseen angel hands,
until every one that works in the fear and love of God is
sealed in his forehead.

ten thousand. “And after this I beheld, and, lo, a great
multitude, which no man could number, of all nations,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice,
saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb.” Let us take up the praise of
God here below. Let us unite with the heavenly company
above. Then we shall represent the truth as it is, a power
to all who believe. B

This article is a selection taken from a letter Ellen G. White wrote
to her son W. C. White on June 10, 1897 (letter 138). The letter was
published in its entirety in Manuscript Releases, volume 20, pages
215-217. Seventh-day Adventists believe that Ellen G. White (1827-
1915) exercised the biblical gift of prophecy during more than 70
years of public ministry.
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isitors to the Center for Adventist Research (CAR)
'\ / at Andrews University are often fascinated by the
seven three-dimensional papier-méché structures
depicting beasts from the biblical books of Daniel and
Revelation. Who crafted these fine beasts? When and where

were they used? Answers to these questions explore one of
Adventism’s outstanding evangelistic legacies.

Early Years

William Ward Simpson, of English descent, was born in
Brooklyn, New York, on August 1, 1872. Sometime after
that his parents returned to England to spend 11 years
there, before once again moving their entire family to the
United States, settling in Florida. Simpson’s father, William,
Sr., only briefly survived this last move. Stricken with
pneumonia during the sea voyage, he died shortly after
arriving. William, Jr., was the only one of his parents’ six
children to survive to adulthood.

The Simpsons were an atheistic family. But when Wil-
liam fell ill, a family named Maxon advised his mother to
bring her surviving son to the Battle Creek Sanitarium.! As
his health improved with care, Dr. John H. Kellogg hired
him as a callboy at the sanitarium. Working with and for

\ ¥

successful big-city

evangelist

By GLUDER QUISPE

Adventists, and later as an errand boy for the Good Hope
Publishing Company, had no impact on Simpson’s faith-
lessness.

When he was 18 years old, Simpson still looked with
ridicule at an advertisement of lectures on the prophecies
of Daniel and the Revelation at the chapel where he
worked. One night, bent on mockery, he sneaked into the
chapel during a meeting. But the Holy Spirit was working.
That very night he began to be captivated by biblical
prophecies. Thereafter he came to every night’s lecture and
soon accepted the truth.

Colporteur and Preacher

As he matured, Simpson worked as a pressman at the
Review and Herald in Battle Creek. Conviction rested on
the extroverted young man that God was calling him to
spread His Word.

Simpson preached his first sermon in Kings’ Mills,
Michigan, on April 29, 1894, and became attracted to the
ministry of John Fox Ballenger, a vigorous pioneer with
creative ways of illustrating Bible truth. Ballenger had built
a scale replica of the ancient sanctuary. Wanting to see his
visual aids and to learn more about his ministerial meth-

STATE OF THE ART: William Ward Simpson
(inset) used dramatic representations of
prophetic symbols to attract audiences
and illustrate his evangelistic lectures.



ods, Simpson took advantage of the opportunity to visit
Ballenger’s home. The two men found much to talk about.
Ballenger’s daughter, Nellie, joined them for dinner.

Early in 1895, at the age of 22, Simpson arrived in Can-
ada, where he was called to do some pioneer work. He
organized a church in Kent County in the province of
Ontario. But pressure from Methodist churches and Sun-
day blue laws brought the charge of “desecration of the
Sabbath day” against Simpson. He was convicted May 2,
1896, and committed to 40 days in the county jail.

Ingenious and indomitable, Simpson used the time in
his cell, and materials at his disposal, to prepare a colorful,
carefully documented 20-page religious-liberty booklet. On
June 10 Simpson was released from prison.

The Ballenger dinner of 1894 continued to yield its
profit when the Michigan Conference assigned Simpson to
work with Ballenger in a tent effort in Michigan, with Nel-
lie in charge of the music. Though Simpson returned to
work in Canada, and Nellie served as dean of women and
self-supporting Bible worker at Walla Walla College in
Washington, their correspondence continued; because
Simpson, who had a jeweler’s license, was fixing Nellie’s
watch. Dinner, evangelistic music, watch repairs, and con-
tinuous correspondence resulted in marriage on May 10,
1899. The couple was blessed with three children.

Big-City Evangelist

After reporting his first lung hemorrhage in October
1902 while living in Canada, Simpson was urged to move
to a milder climate. In November the family moved to Cali-
fornia, conducting successful evangelistic campaigns in the
cities of Redlands, Riverside, Los Angeles, San Diego, Pasa-
dena, Santa Ana, Oakland, and others.? William Ward
Simpson was a persuasive and imaginative speaker.

During the time Simpson worked in California, Ellen
White reported, “W. W. Simpson had been holding tent
meetings in the heart of the city of Los Angeles. . . . Night
after night the large tent, holding two thousand persons,
has been crowded. . . . Elder Simpson presents the truth as
it was presented in past years. . . . He explains the prophe-
cies very clearly, showing plainly that the end of all things
is at hand.” She added, “The Lord certainly works with him,
and I wish that there were hundreds of such workers in the
field, proclaiming with the same earnestness and enthusi-
asm the last message of warning.”*

Crowds as large as 2,000 in Los Angeles in 1905 make
one wonder what might have been the course of Adventist
evangelism had Simpson lived. Before he died at the age of

35 Simpson brought significant innovations to Seventh-day

Adventist evangelism. About the time he went to Pasadena,

early in 1906, Simpson commissioned a Hollywood firm to
build his papier maché beasts. His granddaughter Lavon
M. Ramsey and her husband, Fred, donated them (and
some other personal items of her grandfather’s) to CAR in
1976. CAR’s Collection 81, the William Ward Simpson Col-
lection, consists of two boxes that include correspondence,
information about the papier miché beasts, material on the
Ballenger family, and Simpson’s evangelistic work and
writings, as well as material from his daughter, Winea J.
Simpson.

Enduring Influence

Though coming from a home without God, Simpson
became one of His spokespersons par excellence. Ellen
White wrote at least eight letters to him, one of which said:
“I have a message for you from the Lord. Cultivate your
vocal organs.”® She encouraged him to continue his evan-
gelist campaigns, telling him that “angels are round about
you.”® She also congratulated him for notable results.”
Finally, in his illness she assured: “The Lord has blessed
your efforts; but your work is not done. Take the very best
treatment you can possibly get.”®

On April 28, 1907, overwork, poor health, or perhaps
the detrimental influence of the Ballenger apostasy took
Simpson to his rest.

This picturesque quote of his still sounds a remarkable
echo for us: “I thank God from the depth of my soul for a
humble part in His cause, and with you dedicate myself
with all that I have or ever expect to have in helping to
sound the loud cry of the third angel’s message in all the
earth in this generation.”” l

!Nellie Ballenger Simpson, “Notes,” quoted in Fred M. Ramsey, “A Study of William Ward
Simpson’s Evangelistic Personality” (paper prepared for SDA Church History, Andrews University,
May 1971), p. 5.

2Results of those evangelist campaigns can be found in G. W. Reaser, “Southern California: New
Items,” Pacific Union Recorder, Dec. 28, 1905, p. 5; idem, “Southern California,” Pacific Union
Recorder, Mar. 15, 1906, p. 4; William W. Simpson, “Pasadena,” Review and Herald, June 21, 1906,
p. 4. Ellen G. White to John Burden, Sanitarium, California, Apr. 12, 1905.

*Howard B. Weeks, Adventist Evangelism in the Twentieth Century (Washington, D.C.: Review and
Herald Pub. Assn., 1969), p. 18.

*Ellen G. White, “Notes of Travel—No. 5: Los Angeles, Cal.,” Review and Herald, Mar. 2, 1905.
5Ellen G. White to William W. Simpson, Sept. 18, 1904.

°Ellen G. White to William W. Simpson, Oct. 14, 1905; Ellen G. White to William W. Simpson,
Jan. 30, 1906; Ellen G. White to William W. Simpson, Aug. 20, 1906; Ellen G. White to William W.
Simpson, Oct. 27, 1906.

7Ellen G. White to William W. Simpson, Dec. 4, 1906.

$Ellen G. White to William W. Simpson, Apr. 9, 1907.

Y Simpson, “Pasadena,” Pacific Union Recorder, June 21, 1906, p. 4.

—_—

Glader [luispe is a theology professor at Pe-
ruvian Union University, and a Ph.D. candidate
in the field of Adventist Studies at Andrews
University.
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Are They

What does the
Bible say about
unidentified flying
objects (UFOs)?

Nothing! Of course,
some have argued
that they are men-
tioned in the Bible
(e.g., 2 Kings 2:11), but
there is nothing in it
comparable to what some
claim to have seen today. How-
ever, some Adventists—emotionally and
spiritually balanced believers—have informed
me that they have seen such objects and that
they would like to know how to relate this to the Scrip-
tures. It is commonly believed that flying objects come
from other worlds/planets, and this assumes that there is
intelligent life on other planets. Here are a few ideas.

1. Intelligent Life on Other Planets: The Bible
affirms the existence of intelligent extraterrestrial life. The
ministry of God’s angels among humans (Matt. 18:10; Ps.
91:11) and the statement that the sons of God rejoiced
when the Lord was creating indicate that intelligent beings
exist, and existed even before the creation of humanity
(Job 38:7). The Son of God—an extraterrestrial, if you
please—descended to our world, became one of us, and
ascended to heaven victorious over the forces of evil (John
1:1-3, 14; Acts 1:9; Col. 2:15). It is also important to keep
in mind that the forces of evil are not earthlings; they
came here from outer space to oppose God and deceive
humans (Rev. 12:7-9).

2. What if They Are Real? What can we say to those
who believe that unidentified flying objects are real and
that they come from other planets? First, the Bible makes
clear that communication between humans and extrater-
restrial forms of life is possible only through the mediation
of Christ, who sent the Holy Spirit and His angels to min-
ister in our behalf (1 Tim. 2:5; John 14:16, 17, 26).

Second, God through Christ has revealed how the
human predicament in all its diversity of expression is to

be resolved. Any deviation from the divine plan is suspect. ——

Third, Christ has clearly established the manner of His
return (Matt. 16:27; 24:30, 31; 1 Thess. 4:14-17). Therefore,
we can affirm that He will not be using the unidentified
flying objects that some people claim to have seen.

26 ApvenTIST WORLD | March 2013

QUESTIONS ANSWERED

eal?

Fourth, evil powers are also involved in the cosmic con-
flict, and seek to deceive humans by offering an alternate
plan for the solution of the human predicament. They will
become particularly active through miracles and super-
natural manifestations as we approach the close of the cos-
mic conflict (Rev. 13:13, 14). Scripture tells us that they will
go to the kings of the earth to unite them against God and
His people (Rev. 16:14). They will even attempt to imitate
the return of Jesus Christ (2 Thess. 2:8, 9). These funda-
mental biblical teachings should be used to evaluate any
alleged manifestation of extraterrestrial life on our planet
in unidentified flying objects, or in any other form.

= Additional Evidence? Some Adventists have used a
statement by Ellen G. White to argue that she anticipated
the phenomenon of unidentified flying objects and identi-
fied them as being of demonic origin: “Fearful sights of a
supernatural character will soon be revealed in the heavens,
in token of the power of miracle-working demons. The
spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth and
to the whole world, to fasten them in deception, and urge
them on to unite with Satan in his last struggle against the
government of Heaven” (The Great Controversy, p. 623). 1
will leave it to the reader to decide how to interpret this
interesting statement. We can, based on the biblical evi-
dence, unambiguously state that demonic manifestations
will increase in intensity and nature.

Time will tell what, if anything, are the unidentified
flying objects; and, if real, what their intentions would be.
Our safety is to be grounded in Scripture. We should not
be distracted by this phenomenon from that which is
more important: the fulfillment of the mission God has
entrusted to us. Adventists should not be obsessed by
these things, even if we can affirm that we have seen them.
The divine plan, and our involvement in it, are most
important. Il

—_—

CFQ 4 , V
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BIBLE STUDY

By MARK A. FINLEY

Where Is G()d

MARY R. VOGT

When V%Hurt?

evastating natural disasters, unprecedented acts of
D terror, random violence, and senseless killings leave
us asking questions that baffle us. For example,
on December 14, 2012, a young man shot his way into
a locked elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut,
brutally murdering 20 children and six adults before taking
his own life.

In the aftermath of this horrific act one woman wept
uncontrollably and wandered down the school’s driveway,
crying, “Why? Why? Why?”

When we face life’s tragedies and experience life’s sor-
rows, this sobbing woman’s question is our question too.
And we must admit there are no easy answers.

But the Bible provides us with hope and encourage-
ment in these times of grief. In this month’s lesson we will
discover what’s behind the suffering in our world, and
where to find comfort when tragedy strikes.

0 Where did evil ultimately originate? Read
Revelation 12:7-9; John 8:44; Matthew 13:13.

It may seem strange, but evil originated in heaven, in the
mind of a beautiful angel. God created all His creatures
with the power of choice. God values our freedom. To take
away the power of choice because it might be used wrongly
is to take away the ability to love, for love can never be
forced or coerced.

9 Did God create a demonic angel bent on evil?
Read Ezekiel 28:12-15.
Lest we miss the point, the prophet Ezekiel mentions twice
that Lucifer was created perfect (Eze. 28:12, 15). The
prophet then adds, “Your heart was lifted up because of
your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of
your splendor” (verse 17).

The Bible is plain: God did not create a devil; He cre-
ated a beautiful angel who chose to rebel against his Cre-
ator and corrupted himself.

e What was Lucifer’s motive? Read Isaiah 14:12-
14. What went on in his mind that led to his rebellion
against God?

e Read Genesis 1:27, 31; 3:1-7. How did earth
become involved in this conflict? Did God create this
world as a place to get rid of Satan?

God created this world perfect. Our first parents, Adam
and Eve, were created in God’s image. They too were given
the power of choice. Faced with the temptations of the evil
one, they listened to his enticing deceptions and disobeyed
God. Since the wages of sin are death, they would have died
immediately had not Jesus assured them of His love and

promised to come as the world’s Messiah (see Rom. 3:23;
6:23; Gen. 3:15; Rev. 13:8).

6 Although Jesus died to assure us of eternal
life, where is He when we suffer today? Read Isaiah
41:10; 43:1-3; Hebrews 13:5, 6.

@ Read 1 Peter 5:7; Hebrews 2:14-17; 4:14-16;
Matthew 11:28-30. Does God really understand what
we are going through on this earth? Do we matter to
Him individually?

Jesus experienced the full range of emotions that we expe-
rience. He suffered physical, mental, and emotional pain.
He was tempted in “all things” as we are. He understands
our pain and offers us comfort and strength when we hurt.

O Will evil last forever? When will it end? Read
Ezekiel 28:17-19 and Revelation 21:1-4.

Pain, suffering, and sorrow will not last forever. In moments
of despair, look up—TJesus will return and put an end to sin
forever. One day there will be no more sickness, heartache,
famine, violence, and death. One day love will reign in the
universe, and God will wipe away our tears forever. ll

March 2013 | AbvenTIsST WorLD 27



\f)

\
tip-nounuunutﬁﬂﬂinuttnnﬂditil-nﬂunnutndddiq

\

\

\

IDEA EXCHANGE

Letters

Standing Up
I'm writing to let you know how much
I enjoyed the article “Standing Up”
(November 2012), by Lael Caesar.
There is a time for everything; and
after standing, the Israelites had to
move, exercise their faith (or despera-
tion and lack of options in this case),
and step forward into the Red Sea.
The Bible is full of “arise, go, get ye
forth, stand” (even this is an action).
JENNIFER PHILIPPIADIS
Geelong West, Victoria,
Australia

God's Message to Ne
I just read Kellys Kaunda’s letter
“Keeping Every Issue” (August 2011).

I agree with Kaunda, who writes that
the Adventist World magazine has
“God’s all-weather message.” I write to
share my experience when God minis-
tered to me with the right message for
my “spiritual weather.”

Suddenly and without warning, a
situation too complex for me to han-
dle arose. During this time I oscillated
from moments of peace and confi-
dence in God to moments of intense
anxiety, stress, and worry about this
situation.

Then one morning I randomly
picked up the August 2011 Adventist
World (note: I had kept this issue for a
long time without really putting my
mind to any message in it). I read the
back page, The People’s Place, as I
rode the bus to work.

I found it so encouraging to read
the Quote of the Month, which is
related to the fact that God knows our
limits and never leaves us at the mercy
of circumstances. I felt as though God
reassured me that the complex matter
in my life would be nothing to Him.

This raised my spirits, and I ceased to
worry about the situation. I continue,
however, to pray about it. I am con-
tinually upheld by His hand. I believe
all will be well, and even if it grows
worse, God shall take me through.

HuLpan Kikaatu

Uganda

A Hand Out
and a Hand Up
I read an interest-
ing story in
Adventist World
about Adugnaw
Worku in “A
Hand Out and a
Hand Up” (May
2011). We are also working hard to has-
ten the Second Advent with an indepen-
dent ministry formed by Adventist lay
evangelists called The Only Genuine
Call by Lord’s Love Ministry. The Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church is the genu-
ine call around the globe.

TAREKEGN WORKNEH

Hawasa, Ethiopia

| believe all will be well, and

even If it grows worse,
take me through.

[l

shall

—HvuLrpanu Kikaaru, Uganda

............................... PRAISE oo

My wife has inoperable cancer. Your
prayers are desperately needed, as it
seems that only a miracle will prolong
her life for more than a few months.
Thanks!

NorMAN, Australia
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It is my prayer that we all face the new
year with hope, joy, and love as we labor
together in sharing words of truth to
those who are not yet in the fold of
God. How wonderful it will be when we
meet our friends in heaven and say, “It
was you who invited me here.”
SHEENA, Philippines

Please pray for me. I have been backslid-

ing, but I am now returning. Pray that

will be able to surrender fully to Christ.
CHARLES, Kenya

I am asking you to pray for a friend

who has left the church to go to a

reform movement. Please pray that

she will return to the fold.
Epuarpo, Peru



Multifaceted Nagazine
I enjoy reading Adventist World. The
magazine is so multifaceted and inter-
esting. It’s inspiring to read every
month’s news about the mission of the
church. Thanks for the opportunity to
contribute to the magazine.
WALTRAUD RUHLING-HUBER
Bogenhofen, Austria

Access to Adventist World
I once came across Adventist World,
and I enjoy reading it again and again.
The message is wonderful. Where can
I find this monthly magazine? Do you
send such literature to members of
your church only, or to everyone? I
would like to receive this magazine.
AUSTIN NAMUCHANA
Kusaka, Zambia

Adventist World is produced by the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church. It is distrib-
uted to members free of charge. Our advice
to this reader and others with similar con-
cerns is to contact the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church union conference or division
office in your region of the world. We are
also on the Internet at www.adventist
world.org. We are gratified that the maga-
zine is filling this need. —EDITORS.

Letters Policy: Please send to: letters@adventistworld.org.
Letters must be clearly written, 100-word maximum. Include the
name of the article and the date of publication with your letter.
Also include your name, the town/city, state, and country from
which you are writing. Letters will be edited for space and clar-
ity. Not all letters submitted will be published.

I'm a missionary with six children.
Please pray that I will raise them well
in every respect.

SADRAC, Haiti

I received a scholarship to study
abroad, but I'm having trouble getting
funds to pay for my travel. I also have
to get a visa from the embassy. Please
pray for me.

CEesar1o, Guinea-Bissau

The Real |]

There’s nothing like winning an
Olympic medal to secure your
place in history. The medals are
made of silver (in the case of
the gold medal, gold-plated
silver). A mixture of copper,

tin, and zinc is used to
make the bronze medals.
The medals awarded in
London measure 85 mil-
limeters in diameter and
7 millimeters in thickness.

Read Running for a Cause — PAGE 16

NIT7zczan TP

Those who snack on
nuts instead of other
snacks weigh, on
average, four pounds
less. Think pistachios
instead of pretzels.

Source: Good Housekeeping

Please pray for my wife, who gave
birth to a premature daughter. Pray
that our child will grow healthy. Also
pray that we will be able to pay the
hospital bill.

CLyYDE, Philippines

............................................................................................................. ©e0ccc0ccc0cc000cc0ccoe

Please pray for our church members
and ministries. We are dealing with
several problems.

Davip, Myanmar

The Place of Prayer: Send prayer requests and praise (thanks
for answered prayer) to prayer@adventistworld.org. Keep
entries short and concise, 50-words or less. Items will be edited
for space and clarity. Not all submissions will be printed. Please
include your name and your country’s name. You may also fax
requests to: 1-301-680-6638; or mail them to Adventist World,
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600 U.S.A.
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o ".: Feel t/oe
| s Help Ot/oers

® People who help others are happier.

® People who donate to charities are more empathetic.

® People involved in social support have lower blood
pressure and less stress, and live longer than those
who aren’t.

Source: Men’s Health

Don't worry
about anything.
Go to God with

and expect
something.

—CArLTON P. BYRD, at the
General Conference Week of
Spiritual Emphasis.

| or d I Know

You said You love me.
You said You'll always be there for me.
You said You’ve engraved me on the palm of Your hand.

Yes, [ know.

You said You know the number of my hair strands.
You said You'd be with me always.
You said You love me with an everlasting love.

Yes, [ know.

Lord, help me remember,

When all is gray,

When the grass is dry,

When the leaves turn brown,

When my eyes water and life bears down,

When I want to shout, “Meaningless! Meaningless!
All is Meaningless!”

That You love me.

Yes, I Enow.

—ImaBONG FAMINU, Lagos, Nigeria
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110

YEARS AGO
March 6, 1903

riter and editor Uriah Smith died in
Battle Creek, Michigan, United States
on March 6, 1903. He gave 50 years of service to
the Seventh-day Adventist cause as a writer and
editor. He was born in West Wilton, New Hampshire, in
1832, and was impressed in childhood by the Advent movement of 1843-
1844. When he was about 13 years of age, an infection caused his left leg to
be amputated above the knee. He invented and patented a prosthetic limb.

Smith’s first contribution to Seventh-day Adventist literature was a
35,000-word poem entitled “The Warning Voice of Time and Prophecy,”
published in serial form in the Adventist Review and Sabbath Herald in
1853. He maintained an almost unbroken connection with the institution
until the time of his death.

In 1855, when Smith was 23 years old, his name appeared for the first
time as editor. The primitive equipment in use at the time would have
daunted a lesser spirit. In helping to prepare the first tracts he used a
straightedge and a pocketknife to trim the edges. “We blistered our hands
in the operation, and often the tracts in form were not half so true and
square as the doctrines they taught.”

He is perhaps best remembered for his book The Prophecies of Daniel
and the Revelation.

IMAGE COURTESY OF ELLEN G. WHITE ESTATE
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The United Nations has six official languages:
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian,
and Spanish.
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Every month

gets into the hands
of this justice

Mary Ang’awa* reads the
Adventist World to stay in touch
with her Seventh-day Adventist

family around the world.

You can stay connected with your
church family in the same way.
Contact your communication
department if the free Adventist
World is not regularly distributed

in your church.

*The Honorable Lady Justice Mary },’
Ang’awa has served as a High Court . One \ x /Orld
®

judge in Kenya for 19 years. She is the 2 P
chair of the Kenya Women Judges

Association, and Honorary Citizen of the

city of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, USA for —
dedication to exemplary civic service.
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