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Grace Over Time

he park guide waited until the gaggle

of city-bred hikers caught up with
him on the canyon path. But instead of
directing our attention to the dramatic
cliffs towering over our heads or the
river cutting its way through the valley,
he pointed only to a cluster of ferns
protruding from the rock wall some 30
feet above us.

“You may be wondering,” he said with
a smile, “how those ferns get the water
they need to survive here on the sheer
face of this desert cliff. Does anyone have
any ideas?”

We were at least wise enough to not
attempt an answer about something none
of us could have known.

“Hydrologists tell us that the only
water source for that luxuriant burst of
ferns on the cliffside—the water that keeps
them alive—fell on the mountain plateau
hundreds of meters above them more
than 20 years ago. It takes two decades for
the water to seep 700 meters through the
sandstone and bring the nourishment that
causes these ferns to grow.”

And now it was my turn to smile, for,
in a way, [ already knew this story. I, too,
have been blessed to watch the ways in
which God nourishes and refreshes one
part of His worldwide cause by grace
originally given years and or even
decades ago. In His mercy, blessings
never lose their value, even when the per-
son or the ministry receiving them has
moved off the scene.

As you read this month’s cover story
about how one of Adventism’s most his-
toric publishing ministries became the
wellspring for another to flourish, thank
the Father yet again that nothing in His
economy is ever wasted. The rain with
which He blesses you will yet bless others
as you allow Him to keep the stream of
goodness flowing.

WORLD REPORT

Fundamental Beliefs

Get anUpdate

The revisions are a milestone in the history of the

fundamental beliefs, which have been left mostly
untouched since 1980.

By ANDREW M CCHESNEY, news editor, Adventist World
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DISCUSSING BELIEFS: Artur A. Stele, chair of the revision com-
mittee, discusssing revisions to the 28 Fundamental Beliefs at the
Annual Council on Oct. 12, 2014.

B Adventist leaders tentatively approved proposed revisions of the
church’s core statements of its fundamental beliefs after two days of
discussions that Artur A. Stele, chair of the revision committee, said
had helped create a better product.

Delegates at the Annual Council, a major church business meet-
ing, easily endorsed the last of the proposed revisions to the 28 funda-
mental beliefs in a 202-2 vote, with three abstentions, in the late after-
noon of October 13. They forwarded the document to the General
Conference session for a final discussion and vote in July.

None of the revisions change any of the fundamental beliefs, and
many simply update and tighten the text, Ted N. C. Wilson, president
of the Adventist world church, assured delegates when the talks started
on October 12. “I don’t want anyone here in the room to think we are
changing our beliefs,” he said. “We are simply adjusting wording to
make it clearer and more helpful.”

Continued on next page y
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The 2014 Annual Council had
scheduled a discussion and vote for
October 12, but more than 20 com-
ments from delegates sent the revision
committee back to work. The discus-
sion reconvened October 13, and all
but one proposed revision was
approved by a 179-15 vote, with five
abstentions, before noon.

“I believe that the process was very
helpful,” Stele, director of the church’s
Biblical Research Institute, said in an
interview. “Quite a number of sugges-
tions were made after we presented the
draft. . .. I think that the product is
better than it was Sunday,” October 12.

The revisions are a milestone in
the history of the fundamental beliefs,
which numbered 27 when they were
first drafted in 1980. With the excep-
tion of the addition of a twenty-eighth
belief (“Growing in Christ,” No. 11) in
2005, they have remained untouched
until now. Among other core beliefs
are “The Sabbath” (No. 20), “Baptism”
(No. 15), and “The Nature of Man,”
which is now set to become “The
Nature of Humanity” (No. 7).

The revisions introduce gender-
inclusive language to the text in places
where the biblical teaching being
referred to clearly intends to include
both men and women.

The biggest discussion centered on
objections to the replacement of the
words “holy men of God” with “holy
persons of God” in Fundamental
Belief No. 1, titled “The Holy Scrip-
tures.” The revision committee later
changed the phrase to “the inspired
authors” at the suggestion of evange-
list Mark Finley, and the delegates
approved the final item.

Stele said he had no problem mak-
ing the change, because the delegates’
objections might have been a matter of
conscience. The original phrase “holy
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LISTENING DELEGATES: People attending a 2014 Annual Council meeting
in the main auditorium of the General Conference headquarters in Silver

Spring, Maryland.

men of God” comes from 2 Peter 1:20,
21, in which the original Greek text
uses gender-inclusive language.

“They grew up with wording that
they felt was a direct quote from
Scripture, so they felt as if we were
changing Scripture,” he said. “To be
sensitive to this, we decided, ‘Well,
why not find different wording?””

Bill Knott, a member of the revi-
sion committee, praised the final out-
come. “The creative solution offered
by Elder Mark Finley illustrates the
value of God’s people thinking
together about how to best express
their belief in the importance and
authority of Scripture,” said Knott,
editor of the Adventist Review and
Adventist World magazines.

How the Revisions Unfolded

The revision process started with
an action voted at the 2010 General
Conference session to harmonize Fun-
damental Belief No. 6, “Creation,”
with a creation statement approved by
the 2004 Annual Council. The council
statement emphasizes that the earth
was created in six literal days several
thousand years ago—two issues that
have come under scrutiny by evolu-
tionists and are not mentioned in the
current statement of belief 6.

But it’s no simple matter to change
a fundamental belief. When the
twenty-eighth belief was added in
2005, General Conference session del-
egates passed a protocol that requires
at least two years of work at all levels
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of the Adventist Church before any
changes can be considered at a Gen-
eral Conference session.

Keeping this in mind, the General
Conference, which oversees the world
church, appointed a four-member
revision committee to tackle “Cre-
ation,” and asked it at the same time to
review the other beliefs for possible
adjustments. The other members of
the committee are Angel Rodriguez,
retired director of the Biblical
Research Institute, and Gerhard
Pfandl, retired associate director of
the Biblical Research Institute.

The committee’s first act was to
invite church members from around the
world to submit suggestions for a year—
a step that is not part of the protocol but
that Stele said proved valuable.

“Of course, we could not incorpo-
rate all the new suggestions because
some were contradictory,” Stele added.
“What one group suggested, another
group asked us not to do.”

Stele said the committee used a set
of five criteria to determine which
suggestions to include:

B We will include suggestions that
deepen the statement, but not too much.

B We can’t include every thought
in every section; we have to look at the
document as a whole.

B We will accept ideas that are not
present in the draft but should be
incorporated.

B We will accept good suggestions
that shorten the draft.

B We will screen out suggestions that



seem to promote a personal agenda.

The committee then incorporated
the suggestions that it found useful—
Stele said it received about 200 let-
ters—into a draft that it sent to
church divisions, unions, conferences,
and institutions for feedback.

The Annual Council approved the
first draft in 2013. After clearing a
number of General Conference bod-
ies, the second draft came to the
Annual Council in October.

A Look at Some Revisions

One notable revision to No. 18,
“The Gift of Prophecy,” clarifies that
the Bible and the writings of church
cofounder Ellen G. White should not
be considered equal.

The new wording voted by the
Annual Council reads: “The Scriptures
testify that one of the gifts of the Holy
Spirit is prophecy. This gift is an identi-
fying mark of the remnant church and
we believe it was manifested in the
ministry of Ellen G. White. Her writ-
ings speak with prophetic authority
and provide comfort, guidance,
instruction, and correction to the
church. They also make clear that the
Bible is the standard by which all teach-
ing and experience must be tested.”

An addition to No. 23, “Marriage
and Family,” for the first time identifies
single people as members of the family.

“I think the outcome was very
good,” said Pfandl, a revision commit-
tee member. “The delegates recog-
nized that we fulfilled the stipulation
that was given to us to amend and not
rewrite the passages.”

A marked-up draft of the 28
fundamental beliefs can be viewed at:
adventistreview.org/assets/public/
news/2014-10/FUNDAMENTAL _
BELIEFS_STATEMENT-last_version.pdf.

) Ng Worries zjl)bout
Serious Loss” of Members

The General Conference executive secretary says

church loss is as important as church growth.

By ANDREW MCCHESNEY, news editor, Adventist World

B Membership in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church has topped 18
million for the first time, but G. T. Ng,
executive secretary of the Adventist
world church, isn’t celebrating.

Ng expressed dismay about large
losses. “It’s easy to baptize them, but
it’s much harder to retain them,” Ng
said in an interview.

“Retention and nurture should be
on the same side of the coin, but
apparently baptism brings more glam-
our: ‘Look at how many I have bap-
tized!”” he said. “‘Nurture? Who cares?
There’s no glory for me. So we have an
inherent problem: losses, serious losses.
But not many people talk about it.”

Ng, however, made a point about
talking about it on October 12 when
he delivered a yearly membership
report to the Annual Council.

Church membership has swelled by
1.5 percent to reach 18,143,745 million
from 17,881,491 a year earlier, accord-
ing to data he presented. For the tenth
year in a row, more than 1 million
people joined the church—1,091,222,
to be exact—but at the same time a
decade-high 828,968 people were
removed from the books after dying,
leaving the church, or disappearing.

Some of the losses reflect an ongoing
drive by local churches to audit their
books to remove the names of unreach-
able members who have not attended

worship services for some time, said
David Trim, the world church’s chief
archivist, who compiles the data.

Without the audit, church mem-
bership would stand at 25 million
today, Ng said.

Offering another difficult statistic,
Ng said 31.8 million people have been
baptized over the past 40 years, while
11.4 million have dropped their mem-
bership or gone missing. The figure
does not include those who died. Many
of those people left because the church
didn’t nurture them properly, Ng said.

In a recent example, the last
Adventists who were baptized after an
evangelistic series in a small village in
northern India in 2005 reconverted to
Hinduism in late August. The inci-
dent, which made headlines in the
Indian media, raised fears among
Christians that the reconversions were
forced, which is illegal in the country.

But an Adventist task force sent to
the village, Asroi, found that the 33
former Adventists had received little
support from church leadership since
their baptisms in 2005 and had been
courted eagerly by Hindu activists.

Leaders with the church’s Southern
Asia Division, which includes India,
have engaged in soul-searching after
the loss. “We have to carefully nurture
the newcomers and help them to be

Continued on next page y
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rooted in the word,” said T. P. Kurian,
communication director for the
Southern Asia Division.

At the Annual Council, Ng
defended the practice of counting
members and said it could not be
compared to an Old Testament census
by King David that resulted in punish-
ment from God. Ng said David’s
actions were a display of pride.

“When we count in the church, we
have to count with humility,” he said.
The tally, he said, is simply “a report
on what the Master has done.”

Ng elaborated in the interview by
pointing to three of Jesus’ parables in
Luke 15. “There’s nothing wrong with
counting itself,” he said. “After all, Jesus
counted in the three parables, right?
The woman counted her 10 coins and
found one was lost. The shepherd
counted only 99 sheep. The father lost
a son. So there’s nothing wrong.”

Also, Ng said mission stories usu-
ally end on a high note that leaves the
impression that the work was success-
ful. But he said statistics present
another side of the picture: Much of
the world hasn’t had a chance to hear
about the first coming of Jesus, let
alone the Second Coming.

He said the church has a presence in
about 230 countries, but another 22
countries recognized by the United
Nations remain unentered. Furthermore,
a country might have a large population
of Adventists but still contain major peo-
ple groups without a single Adventist. In
Kenya many of the 800,000 church
members come from primarily two lan-
guage groups, while the other 40 lan-
guage groups are largely unreached. The
same is true of Thailand, where most
members come from minority groups.

“So it does not mean that once you
have entered a country the work is
done,” Ng said. “Far from it!”
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MONEY TALK: Robert E. Lemon, treasurer of the General Conference, giving
an annual report on Monday, October 13, 2014.

Church Leaders Urged to

Hire Pastors,
Not Administrators

Treasurer points to the General Conferences strict
[financial policy as a model to emulate.

By ANDREW MCCHESNEY, news editor, Adventist World

B The General Conference, the top
administrative body of the Adventist
Church, had 282 employees in 1995.

Today it has 287, an increase of only
five employees.

But the Seventh-day Adventist world
church has not remained the same size.
Membership soared from 8.8 million to
18.1 million over those 18 years, while the
number of world divisions increased from
11 to 13, the number of unions grew from
94 to 132, and the number of conferences
and missions grew from 459 to 626.

General Conference treasurer Robert
E. Lemon said the tight reins on the hir-
ing of new administrators is a model for
all levels of church administration, and
he urged church leaders to follow the
lead of the General Conference.

“The message that I have for church
leaders is if they are going to be success-
ful in having money to do work in the

field, they must control the number of
people they have at their conference,
union, and division offices,” Lemon
said in an interview on the sidelines of
the Annual Council, a major church
business meeting. “Adding pastors and
frontline employees is what we
encourage, and not just adding to
administrative levels,” he said.

Lemon made the appeal to church
leaders as he presented his annual
treasurer’s report at the Annual
Council on October 13. He also pro-
vided a snapshot of the financial state
of the world church, showing that it
received US$2.39 billion in tithe last
year, a 3.5 percent increase from
US$2.31 billion in 2012. Of that
amount, the General Conference
received nearly $150 million last year,
roughly the same amount that it has
gotten since 2011.
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Lemon reminded the Annual
Council how tight finances were for
the General Conference during the
early 1990s, and how they had had to
adjust appropriations and reduce the
number of employees.

He said the General Conference
has hired people as needed since then,
including the director of a new Chil-
dren’s Ministries Department, but
every addition comes at a cost to
another part of the budget. If a
department wants to add a staff mem-
ber or a service, it has to find some-
thing to cut. To optimize costs, nearly
all General Conference leaders now
share administrative assistants rather
than have their own.

Lemon said the main goal of the
General Conference is to only main-
tain enough working capital to have a
healthy financial operation and cover
day-to-day expenses, and to allocate
all excess funds at the end of the year
to special projects.Those practices
have allowed the General Conference
to absorb the shock waves of the
2008-2009 global financial crisis and
are helping it withstand the constant
fluctuations of foreign currencies
today, he said.

It also has meant that the General
Conference has been able to provide
substantial sums of money for special
projects, including ongoing initiatives to
share Jesus in the 10/40 window, a terri-
tory covering North Africa, the Middle
East, and Asia. Lemon said spending in
the 10/40 window is now comparable to
the size of a division’s budget.

He called on church leaders from
around the world to become more
effective by practicing financial disci-
pline. “If you want your organizations
to have the ability to respond immedi-
ately, as we do with special projects,
you can’t just add employees,” he said.

Question on
Women’s Ordination

Sent to (3C Session

Delegates vote after six hours of discussion in a

‘gracious” atmosphere.

By ANDREW MCCHESNEY, news editor, Adventist World

B Annual Council delegates agreed
to ask the General Conference
session next year to decide whether
each division may decide for itself
whether to ordain women. Many
expressed hope that a final decision
on the matter will allow the church
to focus more fully on its mission of
proclaiming Jesus’ soon coming.

After six hours of presentations
and discussion on October 14, the
delegates of the Annual Council, a
major church business meeting,
overwhelmingly approved a request
to put a question on the matter
before the 2015 General Conference
session. If approved, the action
would authorize each of the 13 divi-
sions of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church to ordain women in its terri-
tory if it desired.

The question that will be posed to
delegates at the General Conference
session next July is: “After your prayer-
ful study on ordination from the
Bible, the writings of Ellen G. White,
and the reports of the study commis-
sions; and after your careful consider-
ation of what is best for the church
and the fulfillment of its mission, is it

acceptable for division executive com-
mittees, as they may deem it appropri-
ate in their territories, to make provi-
sion for the ordination of women to
the gospel ministry? Yes or No.”

The delegates endorsed the request
and an accompanying three-page
statement—both drafted by General
Conference and division leaders—in a
243-44 vote, with three abstentions.

“I want to thank you for the gra-
cious spirit with which you have con-
ducted this meeting,” Ted N. C. Wil-
son, president of the General Confer-
ence, said moments after the results of
the electronic secret ballot flashed up
on the screen. “We hope for this at the
General Conference session.”

Wilson also asked church leaders
to adhere to whatever decision the
General Conference session made on
women’s ordination.“I pledge to you I
will follow what the General Confer-
ence session votes,” he said. “I ask you
to do the same.”

Read the statement that delegates
approved on October 14 at www.adven-
tistreview.org/assets/public/news/2014-
10/statement.pdyf.
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Koh Tell.s How to .
Make Children Excited

About Church

The Childrens Ministries Department director
says the secret is to engage children in the sermon.

By ANDREW MCCHESNEY, news editor, Adventist World

M Linda Mei Lin Koh is on a drive
to train Adventist pastors to preach
child-friendly sermons.

Koh, director of the Children’s
Ministries Department for the Adven-
tist world church, said it might take a
little extra work, but the end result is
children who are excited about God
and the church.

“Pastors are not trained specifi-
cally to preach child-friendly ser-
mons, and most of us are used to just
preaching to adults,” she said in an
interview. “So a few skills, like being
aware and involving children in
thinking about what you are preach-
ing, can go far”

Koh identified four ways that pas-
tors can engage young listeners:

B Assign Bible verses to children
in advance and call on them by name
to read the passages from their seats
with their parents.

B Raise simple Bible questions
from the pulpit and ask children to
raise their hands with answers.

B Begin the sermon by identifying
a Bible verse as important and asking
children to count how many times it is
mentioned in the sermon.

H Prepare a one-page sermon out-
line with fill-in-the-blank spaces that
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the children mark with a pen as they
listen. In the sermon the pastor might
announce when an answer is reached,
“OK, this is the answer.”

“This way the kids are all partici-
pating in the sermon,” Koh said. “But
preaching a child-friendly sermon is a
skill that we have to learn.”

Koh is compiling a practical guide
on how to preach child-friendly ser-
mons. A Singaporean native and
grandmother of five, Koh has served
as children’s ministries director for 19

years and might be best known to
Adventist readers for writing a series
of children’s devotionals in the Adven-
tist Review’s print and online Week of
Prayer editions this fall.

Koh said preschoolers are usually
too young to be engaged in the ser-
mon but should be included in the
church service with a children’s story.

Elementary school children and
teens, however, are considered old
enough to put aside their toys and
reading materials to listen to the ser-
mon—and to get involved in song
service, special music, Scripture read-
ing, offering collection, and church-
led community service projects.

“It’s a lifestyle and not so much,
“You're old enough to do it when you
reach a certain age,” Koh said.

Children who engage in the ser-
mon and other church activities from
a young age grow up to become com-
passionate adults with missionary-
minded hearts, she said.

“Tomorrow’s missionaries, tomor-
row’s leaders, begin with today’s chil-
dren,” she said.

CELEBRATING CHILDREN: Linda Mei Lin Koh, director of Children’s Min-
istries, posing with children at the Adventist University of Lukanga in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LINDA MEI LIN KOH
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Breathe Free

By PETER N. LANDLESS and ALLAN R. HANDYSIDES

I have heard reports that the Breathe-Free program has been revised. Are peo-
ple still smoking as much as they used to? Also, I was shocked to hear that there
may be a plan to provide smoking areas within church buildings. Please clarify.

espite the fact that the
number of people smoking
tobacco has decreased in

many countries, the overall number
of smokers worldwide continues to
increase. It’s frightening and sobering
to note that at the end of 2010 almost
6 million people were dying annually
as a direct result of tobacco smoking,
and that it remains one of the
leading causes of preventable death
worldwide.

A two-pronged approach to the
reduction of this frightening statistic is
needed. First, there must be a strong
emphasis on preventing people from
using tobacco to begin with; second,
effective initiatives that assist people in
breaking the habit of smoking tobacco
must be developed and utilized.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
has been active in stop-smoking pro-
grams since the late 1950s. Dr. J.
Wayne McFarland and Chaplain
Elman Folkenberg, who together
developed the Five-Day Plan to Stop
Smoking, pioneered one of the earliest
initiatives in systematic group therapy
in smoking cessation. The first of
these plans was conducted in the early
1960s, shortly before Surgeon General
Luther L. Terry’s report that firmly
concluded that cigarette smoking is
causally related to lung cancer in men.
In 1984 the Breathe-Free program was
launched as a total rewrite of the Five-
Day Plan, with significant changes and
improvements. The Breathe-Free pro-

gram has now been revised and is
being presented in a Web site format.
It’s known as Breathe-Free 2.

The previous version ran for 30
years and proved to be effective inter-
nationally. Many of its basic principles
have been retained, and much has
been added. The new version, like its
predecessor, has been carefully
researched and is an evidence-based
approach to assisting people to stop
smoking. It also makes use of the
motivational interrogation approach
in helping individuals see the need to
quit and remain free from the tobacco
habit. The use of pharmacological
intervention and assistance has been
included for those situations in which
the addicted individual’s health-care
provider may deem it necessary.

One of the current program’s main
aims is to promote positive relation-
ships with those who are struggling
with addiction to nicotine. These rela-
tionships are key to successful out-
comes. There is an important empha-
sis on lifestyle, including exercise;
healthful nutrition; and positive
support systems with family, friends,
and individuals of significance to
those quitting tobacco.

Almost all smokers are aware that
smoking is harmful and causes many
diseases. In fact, it’s incredible that
tobacco is even allowed to be sold,
since it’s the only commodity freely
available that kills 50 percent of the
people who use it!

You've also asked an important
question as to whether there’s a rec-
ommendation to establish smoking
areas inside our churches. This has
never been suggested! What has been
recommended is that churches desig-
nate a specific area outside the build-
ing for smokers. This would protect
others from secondhand smoke.
Members would encourage those who
are trying to quit smoking but are still
not free of their addiction to come to
church and tap into the power that
Christ has promised to help overcome
entrenched habits. It’s important for
us as a church to have a gracious and
welcoming approach to all people who
are seeking wholeness of body, mind,
and spirit.

We have a wonderful opportunity to
reach out to our communities with
comprehensive health ministry and help
those who are shackled by the chains of
nicotine addiction. As we use Christ’s
method and mingle, sympathize, and
meet people’s needs, we can pray that
they will embrace His grace and salva-
tion, which He offers freely to all.

We have the tools—let’s use them. m

./l /i

Peter N. Landless, a board-certified

nuclear cardiologist, is director of the General

Conference Health Ministries Department.
Allan R. Handysides, a board-certified

@

gynecologist, is a former director of the General

Conference Health Ministries Department.
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The following is adapted from the ser-
mon that Ted N. C. Wilson, president of
the Adventist world church, gave at the
2014 Annual Council , in Silver Spring,
Maryland. For the complete sermon,
visit: www.adventistreview.org/church-
news/‘god’s-prophetic-movement,-
message, -and-mission-and-their-
attempted-neutralization-by-the-devil.
—Editors.

e sober, be vigilant; because

your adversary the devil

walks about like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour.
Resist him, steadfast in the faith,
knowing that the same sufferings are
experienced by your brotherhood in
the world” (1 Peter 5:8,9).

We [Seventh-day Adventists]
affirm without hesitation that God has
given us a special mission for these
closing hours of earth’s history, and
the devil is furious. We see this vividly
portrayed in Revelation 13, which
outlines Satan’s twofold war plan to
destroy God’s last-day people. Revela-
tion 14 reveals the Lord’s counterof-
fensive: His remnant people demon-
strating His character and proclaiming
His final appeal to the world—the
three angels’ messages.

Satan Seeks to Divide

The powerful truth of these unique
messages would break completely the
deceptions of Satan, if proclaimed as
God intends. It is little wonder, then,
that Satan is doing everything he can
to attack the Seventh-day Adventist
movement in an attempt to neutralize
our influence in the territory he
claims as his own.

Though large-scale persecution
will certainly come, currently Satan is
trying to work from the inside; to
weaken the church through dissen-
tion, discord, and conformity to the
world. “Satan is ever seeking to divide
the faith and hearts of God’s people.
He well knows that union is their
strength, and division their weakness.

10 ApvenTisT WorLD | December 2014
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Itis ... essential that all of Christ’s
followers understand Satan’s devices
and with a united front meet his
attacks and vanquish him. They need
to make continual efforts to press
together even if it be at some sacrifice
to themselves.”!

Satan also tries to neutralize our
efforts by secular diversions. He uses
poor health habits. He uses skepticism
about the veracity of the scriptural
record. He tries to bring in contro-
versy over Bible doctrine to sidetrack
our evangelistic witness by getting us
to distrust and fight each other.

We are even warned that at the end
of time Satan will inspire individuals
who will preach that reformation
within the church consists in giving
up our unique doctrines in order to
make it easier for others to join us.

Our Only Hope

Our only hope is an abiding faith
in the Word of God, trust in inspired
counsel, fervent prayer, and the lead-
ing of the Holy Spirit. Without these
heavenly compass points, we would
most certainly fall to Satan’s misdirec-
tion. As we seek to know God’s will
through a study of His Word, we must
not place strange interpretations and
employ interpretive gymnastics to
draw out conclusions that are not evi-
dent from a plain reading of the Word.
“The language of the Bible should be
explained according to its obvious
meaning, unless a symbol or figure is
employed.”

Time on this earth is short. Proba-
tion is closing soon. Preparation to see
God face to face by repentance and
forsaking of sin needs to be done now.
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By Tep N. C. WILsSON

It is only in total reliance on Christ,
His righteousness and power, that we
will see victory. In this spiritual war,
victory is in Christ and nothing else.

The War Is Real

And the war is very real. The
attacks of the devil are not just theory,
and we cannot withstand them with-
out God’s continued strength.

Let me share with you some recent
experiences in my own family. We
have three wonderful daughters and
sons-in-law with eight marvelous
grandchildren. Many of you know of
Edward, our little 2-year-old grand-
son, son of our first daughter, Emilie,
and her husband, Kameron. You may
have heard of Edward’s battle with
cancer and its results during the past
eight months. While we praise God

that he is now cancer-free, he still suf-
fers from a host of neurological prob-
lems because he developed antibodies
to the cancer that are now attacking
his brain. We thank God that Edward
is showing some improvement with
treatment, but the extent of his future
recovery remains uncertain.

Most of you do not know that the
15-month-old son of our second
daughter, Elizabeth, and her husband,
David, has been diagnosed with a rare
genetic mutation; so rare, in fact, that
as far as we know;, only two other peo-
ple in the world have had it. Little
James is so precious and our hearts
ache when we recognize the gravity of
his situation and the danger it poses to
his future well-being.

And most recently our third
daughter, Catherine, and her husband,
Bob, were expecting their third child
until three weeks ago, when they lost
the baby. After the premature delivery
at four months, she held the perfectly-
formed little boy in her hand. When
the Lord returns, Catherine’s little son
will be placed in her arms and he will
grow up in heaven.

In the last year or so, the devil has
attempted to neutralize every one of
our three precious daughters, their
families, and us as their parents. But
he will not succeed. God is in control.
He will be victorious.

Brothers and sisters, none of us is
exempt from the attacks of the devil as
he seeks to neutralize our work for the
Lord. We are all in this together. There
are many who are dealing with things
far worse than our family has had to
deal with. We can only be strong as we
rely completely on God’s power to
sustain us and help us to become
more like Him.

obstacles thrown at us by Satan and
his evil host. If we fall at the feet of
Christ, forsaking our sins, seeking for-
giveness, asking for His power to resist
the neutralizing schemes of the enemy,
God will provide us with unlimited
power from heaven to live a new life.

As the devil seeks to neutralize
Seventh-day Adventists, don’t just
stand by, but, through the power of
the Holy Spirit, stand up for God’s
truth! Bear God’s message boldly. The
Lord wants the distinctive truths of
the Seventh-day Adventist message to
be proclaimed. Stay away from any-
thing that will undermine our mes-
sage or cloud our distinctive beliefs.
Don’t be tempted by the devil to blend
in with the crowd or be “politically
correct.” Don’t proclaim a “generic”
Christianity or a “cheap-grace Christ”
that does not point to the distinctive
biblical truths to be declared world-
wide—the very reason for which the
Seventh-day Adventist Church was
organized.’

Brothers and sisters, Jesus is com-
ing soon! As we near that wonderful
day of Jesus’ return, the devil’s
attempts to neutralize God’s Word will
be completely defeated by God’s
power and His everlasting biblical
message of love and truth. The devil
loses; God wins! This is the ultimate
message of the great controversy
theme, and it is our great privilege to
allow God to use us in this last great
spiritual effort to bring the truth of
Jesus to every human being on the
planet—to “reach the world” through
God’s incredible power. m

!Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church (Mountain View,
Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1998), vol. 3, p. 435.

2 Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy (Mountain View, Calif.:
Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1911), p. 599.

3 See Ellen G. White, Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers
(Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1923), pp. 470, 471.

Do Not Delay

We cannot run the risk of delay. -
We must maintain our connection
with Christ at all times to combat the
trickery of the devil. Our God is
almighty and will overcome all the

Ted N. C. Wilson is

| president of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.
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ere Adventist Hospital in Chad,
B Africa, can be a crazy place.

One day we're saving five or six
lives, and the next 'm firing someone
for embezzling money.

Most weeks we count dozens of
people who are alive because we're
here—delivering C-section babies,
treating children for malaria, helping
mend a broken femur so a woman can
have a useful life. We do some fabu-
lous work in some very primitive cir-
cumstances with little modern medi-
cal equipment. (We don’t own an
X-ray machine; don’t even think
about MRI and CT scans.) Chalk it up
to skilled people—and an even more
skilled God blessing our feeble efforts.

But then we find an employee who
won’t give medicine or run a test
unless the family bribes them. Chalk it
up to the devil!

We are on the front lines of the
great controversy.

EENR

I'm supposed to be the CEO of this
70-bed outfit, plus the adviser to
another five hospitals managed by
Adventist Health International. I am
the all-time reluctant administrator. I
don’t like politics. ’'m no good at
interpersonal relationships when I'm
the boss. 'm not organized enough.
I’'m not motivated enough.

Oh, and I'm overworked. Every
day I see pediatric and medical
patients, handle radiology questions,
see private consults—oh, and then I
get to the stuff 'm trained for: emer-
gency medicine.

But I'm the boss. So I govern meet-
ings, raise funds, settle disputes
between staff, try to create relation-
ships with government officials, find
volunteers—you’d be welcome!

And did I mention there are five
other hospitals too?

This month we had a lot of
money missing, and two chief
administrators to fire, and two other
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new administrators—no experience
in hospital work—to show the ropes.
Because of the money missing, I sign
off on every expense and every
receipt, create payroll—and meet
with twice as many people.
HEER

I need a place to spend several
hours a day responding to e-mails and
working on the computer. I need a
place to think, to listen for God’s
voice, to study and grow in my job
and in my spiritual life. When I work

By OLEN NETTEBURG

The

‘

at the hospital, patients and staff con-
stantly come to find me. When I work
from home—on the big kitchen
table—my children want to play.

I need an office.

My loving wife cannibalized a
guest bedroom in our house, and our
great maintenance volunteer Jamie
made me a desk—well, actually found
an old desk frame in usable shape and
put a nice piece of American plywood
on top, with the edges sanded to per-
fection. All it needed was paint.




[ enjoyed spending time with

him. I enjoyed watching him
learn to do something.

So Lyol and I painted it. Sort of.

Lyol grabbed a medium-sized
paintbrush and gave me a pencil-sized
paintbrush. He then proceeded to slop
paint out of the bucket onto the desk-
top. Occasionally he would push the
paint around a bit, not unlike what
you might see an octogenarian do on
the shuffleboard circuit.

Handicapped though I was by the
size of my brush and my desire not to
merely use the brush to dip-and-
drench, I still managed to keep pace
with him on my side of the table. I
helped paint the edges. As the desktop
was nearing completion, I picked up
the paint bucket so we could paint the
last remaining corner of plywood.
Each time he dipped into the paint
bucket, Lyol managed to scrape half of
his paint off on my hand. Lyol decided
it might also be wise to paint the base
supporting that new sheet of plywood,
so he slashed a stroke across it.

Then tired of his labors.

He stepped back from his handi-
work. I too stepped back from the
desk and sized up my 5-year-old son,
trying to determine which had more
paint, the desk or his skin. He pro-
nounced his work good and moved on
to play in the yard, but not before get-
ting cleaned up with gasoline to wash
off the paint.

As he played in the yard 40 feet
away from me, I tried to clean up his
workmanship just a tad. I tried to
move the paint from places that
seemed a quarter inch thick to places
still barren. I painted the edges. I fin-
ished the base.

I knew the entire time that I could
have done a better job, and done it
faster, on my own. But I enjoyed
doing it with him. I enjoyed spending
time with him. I enjoyed watching
him learn to do something.

HEN

That was yesterday, and I moved
my desk into my office today. It now
has the handprints of all three of my
children on it. Is it composed of the
greatest, highest-quality parts? No. Is
it the craftsmanship that makes it
valuable? By no means.

But it’s my favorite desk in the
world. It’s the perfect desk. Why?
Because my son and I spent time
together painting it. The two of us.
Our project.

So now I sit down at my desk and
work. I think of my mountains of
assignments. I think of my stress. I
think of what a shoddy job I'm doing.

And I realize something.

I'm taking my medium-sized paint-
brush to this hospital and to the
church hospitals in the region. And 'm
slopping paint all over the place, willy-
nilly. Some places are way too thick.
Other places I miss altogether. I forget.
I don’t pay attention to detail. 'm
painting things that shouldn’t be
painted. I've started painting some
things, and I'm running out of steam
to finish them. ’'m getting myself very
dirty. And 'm even slopping paint all
over the Guy holding the bucket.

He’s standing by, observing, con-
tent to watch me do my miserable
best. He’s patiently letting me cover
Him with my lousy efforts. He’s

watching me get myself dirty. He’s see-
ing all the places I've overlooked. He
sees how uneven I am, how I make
neck-deep pools of trouble. He
watches me paint things that were just
fine without paint, then tire out. Then
He patiently does His best to douse
me with gasoline and scrub me clean.

Then He ever so patiently takes the
piddling pencil-sized brush I've left
Him with and starts going over the
places I've missed. Finishing what I
couldn’t. Smoothing over the irregu-
larities. Without ever groaning, He
bears the paint I've smeared on His
hands by my clumsiness and short-
comings and inattention to detail.
And He stands back and smiles.

Yes, the job could have been done
better—and faster—without me. But
you know what? He chose to do this
with somebody. And you know what’s
more? He chose me!

And when He sits down at His
desk to work, He thinks back on
spending time with me. He thinks
about my silly little efforts, tongue
hanging out in concentration and
everything. He sees the imperfections
in my work, which are not hard to
find. He runs His fingers over the
places where He remembers me par-
ticularly messing up or where He
remembers working hard to erase my
mistakes.

And He smiles, saying to Himself,
“This is my favorite desk. I made this
with My son.” m

Olen Netteburg is a mis-
sionary physician—and
reluctant administra-
tor—at Bere Adventist
Hospital. This article is adapted from a
post on the blog site he shares with his
physician wife, Danae. Under the Mango
Trees can be found at www.missionary
doctors.blogspot.com.
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Church was never meant to
be a weekend check-in

rowing up as a Seventh-day Adventist, Sabbath
Ghas always replaced “Saturday.” Sabbath came

with closed schoolbooks, dinner together, warm
fellowship, and church. Aside from the occasional prayer
meeting, to my 10-year-old mind, church was a weekend
check-in. The pastor was the one who “fed” us spiritually,
and listening to the service opportunities attentively was
my part to play. I dutifully greeted the occasional visitor,
but the rest was routine.

After I graduated from high school, I saw friend after
friend leave the church. I stayed close, but I too grappled
with the church’s implications. If I'm just one of 18 million,
does it really matter if I attend? I'm grateful I stayed to
learn the answer. Through involvement in my local church
and various churches all over the world, experiential truth
drove home the biblical significance of the church.

Made Up of Individuals

Some believe that the church is a building, a complex-
ity of politics and leadership, or even an entity in itself.
On the contrary, the church is you. It’s me. We as indi-
viduals make up the church. Just as a body of water is
made up of drops, the body of Christ is made up of you
and me. Without drops, there is no ocean; without peo-
ple, there is no church.

A church often entails a building for worship services,
but that is not church. When we believe it is an inanimate
structure, we confine church to a weekend activity instead
of an identity. Furthermore, when we objectify it into an
entity of itself (e.g. the church said this, the church made
that mistake, the church is responsible for this), we shift
responsibility away from ourselves and thereby forget that
we, the church, are Christ’s bride.
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It is true that we rise no higher than our leaders, but it
is equally true that the church’s temperature is determined
by its members. Ellen White wrote that “no church can
advance in holiness unless its members are earnestly seek-
ing for truth as for hid treasure.”! She doesn’t say the pas-
tor, the board, or the lay leaders; she says members. Our
church itself cannot move forward until we, personally,
move forward with Christ.

Called for Service

When Jesus left this earth, He gave the greatest of all
commissions: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations” (Matt. 28:19). The disciples sought to fulfill this
with all their might. They preached, healed people, even
distributed food to meet physical needs (Acts 3:11-13; 3:7;
6:1-7). Their example teaches us that it is not up to the pas-
tor or leadership team to do evangelism and win souls to
Christ; reaching out involves all disciples.

How should one serve? Ellen White wrote: “Christ’s
method alone will give true success in reaching the people.
The Savior mingled with men as one who desired their
good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to
their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them,
‘Follow Me.”? Meeting people’s needs, whatever they may
be, is what Jesus did.

In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul discusses the unity in diversity
that the body of Christ has, and should have. If we were all
preachers, who would greet? If we were all sound technicians,
who would run the homeless ministries and provide food for
potluck? “If the whole body were an eye, where would be the
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smell-
ing?” (verse 17). As we serve together, we must use God’s
diverse gifts to serve and draw others to Him.



Instead of being a hospital for the sick,
weve somehow become a Showease for pseudo-saints.

Designed for Fellowship

We are cautioned not to forsake “the assembling of
ourselves” (Heb. 10:25). Human nature has a propensity to
avoid vulnerability, to put on a facade. Because of this,
many complain of hypocrisy within our walls. Instead of
being a hospital for the sick, we’ve somehow become a
showcase for pseudo-saints.

In Acts 2:42 Luke chooses a particular word for the
early church’s fellowship: koinonia. This is not a casual
“hanging out,” but an intimate companionship, one that
includes healthy vulnerability and mutual kindness and
love. There’s no record of these church members being
flawless,’ that means they loved each other anyways. They
intimately knew and still loved. This creates both safety and
a heavenly satisfaction.

Church

The church is the community of believers who confess
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. In continuity with the
people of God in Old Testament times, we are called out
from the world; and we join together for worship, for
fellowship, for instruction in the Word, for the celebration
of the Lord’s Supper, for service to all mankind, and for
the worldwide proclamation of the gospel. The church
derives its authority from Christ, who is the incarnate
Word, and from the Scriptures, which are the written
Word. The church is God's family; adopted by Him

as children, its members live on the basis of the new
covenant. The church is the body of Christ, a community
of faith of which Christ Himself is the Head. The church is
the bride for whom Christ died that He might sanctify and
cleanse her. At His return in triumph, He will present her
to Himself a glorious church, the faithful of all the ages,
the purchase of His blood, not having spot or wrinkle, but
holy and without blemish. (Gen. 12:3; Acts 7:38; Eph. 4:11-
15; 3:8-11; Matt. 28:19, 20; 16:13-20; 18:18; Eph. 2:19-22;
1:22, 23; 5:23-27; Col. 1:17, 18.)

Christian author Timothy Keller expresses beautifully
our need of this true Christian fellowship: “To be loved but
not known is comforting but superficial. To be known and
not loved is our greatest fear. But to be fully known and
truly loved is, well, a lot like being loved by God. It is what
we need more than anything. It liberates us from pretense,
humbles us out of our self-righteousness, and fortifies us
for any difficulty life can throw at us.™*

A Place of Growth

A particular Native American tribe had only one rule
when speaking up during general meetings: if you cri-
tique something, you must also supply an idea for
improvement. Many of us have done a fine job critiquing
the church—everything from what the General Confer-
ence president is doing to “terrible” outreach practices to
what the pastor should have preached about last Sabbath.
But when we point out errors, do we offer our hands and
hearts to meet the need?

Why did God choose Israel as His people? Why has He
called you and me to be part of His church? When God
spoke to Moses about His plans for the Israelites, He said,
“T have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good
and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey”
(Ex. 3:8). God didn’t stop with delivering them from
bondage, but He brought them to an exceedingly wonder-
ful new home.

So with us: God desires to take us from our sinful con-
dition to the full measure of Christ’s character, and He
wants us to do it together. As iron sharpens iron, as one
ember warms another, the church is a place for us to grow
up in Jesus together. m

'Ellen G. White, Darkness Before Dawn (Nampa, Idaho: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1997), p. 7.

2Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1905), p. 143.
3The Epistles to the Corinthians should dispense with this myth.

*Timothy Keller with Kathy Keller, The Meaning of Marriage (London: Hodder and Stoughton,
2011), p. 101.

—_—

Callie Williams serves as mission director
8| for R3 Missions. She lives with her family in
Maryland, United States, where she is also
studying to become an English teacher.

December 2014 | ADVENTIST WORLD 1 5



COVER STORY
y

team of sharpshooters and
A bomb-sniffing dogs guarded the
Review and Herald Publishing
Association in Hagerstown, Maryland.

Dozens of employees waited,
expectantly, in the front lobby.

Then the chartered helicopter
swooped down onto the grassy lawn
with the Soviet Union’s top religious
affairs official, Konstantin Kharchev,
and his host, General Conference
president Neal C. Wilson.

Moments later Kharchev entered
the building to applause from employ-
ees. He smiled broadly and clasped his
hands together in gratitude, as seen in
rare video footage from the Review
and Herald’s archive.

Harold “Bud” Otis, Jr., president of
the Review and Herald at the time of
the October 1986 visit, choked up
with emotion when he recalled
Kharchev’s reaction to the roaring
printing presses.

“We were printing the Adventist
Review, 30,000 an hour, just clicking
them off,” Otis said in a videotaped
interview in 2013. “And he tapped me
on the shoulder, and he said, ‘You
must come to Russia and build a pub-
lishing house like this.”

And the Adventist Church did.

It is stories like this that cement the
legacy of the Review and Herald Pub-
lishing Association as a leading force in
the Seventh-day Adventist Church—
even as it enters a new era as a pub-
lisher without its own printing facili-
ties for the first time since the 1850s.

The General Conference, which
owns the Review and Herald, along
with the publishing house’s elected
constituency, decided in June to close
the Hagerstown plant after years of
financial losses. The General Confer-
ence will retain ownership of the
Review and Herald’s intellectual prop-
erty and publish many of its books
and other literature, including Adven-
tist Review and Adventist World, under
the Review and Herald imprint at
Pacific Press, the church’s other major
publishing house in the United States.
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Review and Heralds remarkable story

By ANDREW Mc CHESNEY, news editor, Adventist World

“The Review and Herald has had a
long history of proclaiming the
Advent truth, and we are extremely
grateful for that heritage — which will
not end,” said current General Confer-
ence president Ted N.C. Wilson,
whose father took the Soviet official
on the tour of Review and Herald.

“We are very grateful for the dedi-
cated service of Review and Herald
employees through the years,” Wilson
said. “Many souls will be in heaven
because of this.”

The Hagerstown closure deeply dis-
appointed Review and Herald employ-
ees, many of whom had worked there
for decades. About a dozen current and
former employees, speaking in inter-
views at the plant, by phone, and by
e-mail, spoke passionately about their
longing for the plant to remain open.

But not one spoke of disaffection
with the Adventist Church. Instead, their
faces lit up as they put personal sadness
aside to share stories about the role that
the Review and Herald has played in
proclaiming Jesus’ soon return.

UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, P
c

“The power of the press is hum-
bling,” said Mark B. Thomas, the
Review and Herald’s president from
2010 to 2014 and a longtime
employee. “Working for the Review
and Herald kind of felt like being from
the Mercedes factory of publishing.”

“God Planned It That Way”

Thomas witnessed the visit by
Kharchev, chairman of the Soviet
Council of Religious Affairs. Kharchev
stopped by the Review and Herald
during a 12-day visit to the U.S. that
also included meetings with leaders
from other religious denominations in
New York and Atlanta. It was the first
such visit in U.S.-Soviet history.

“It was cool because there was
Secret Service everywhere,” Thomas
said in an interview in his office. “There
were sharpshooters on the building,
there were sniffer dogs. We have a heli-
copter pad, but they wouldn’t let him
land there because of 70.”

Interstate 70 is a major highway a
short distance from the Review and

HOTOS ARE
OURTESY OF REVIEW AND HERALD.




SOVIET VISITOR: Konstantin
Kharchey, in gray suit, touring the
Review and Herald facility in Hager-
stown, Maryland, with Neal C. Wilson,
right in center photo, and Harold
“Bud” Otis, left, in October 1986.

Herald building.

On the helicopter ride back to

Washington, D.C., Kharchev reminded
Otis, who was seated beside him, about
his desire for a publishing house.

“All of the way back to Washington

he outlined the plan for how it was
going to happen,” Otis said in a tele-
phone interview.

“He and I hit it off from the very

beginning,” he said. “God planned it

that way, of course.”

Otis decided to go to the
Soviet Union after the cold
winter months. But Kharchev
pressed him to come sooner,
so Otis and his wife, Rose,
caught a flight to Moscow in
January 1987. Otis said

Kharchev immediately began
returning the kindness that he
had been shown at the Review
and Herald—and multiplied it.
“He met us at the airport
and took us through the diplo-
matic entrance into the coun-
try, Otis said. “He treated us
royally. He gave me a two-week
opportunity to go around the
country, preaching in our
churches in areas that hadn’t seen
an Adventist pastor from the
General Conference since 1917

Origins of the Review and
Herald
The Review and Herald’s
roots go back to 1849, when
Adventist Church cofounder
James White started a journal
called The Present Truth, the
forerunner of the Adventist
Review, in the U.S. A year
later he launched a second
journal called The Advent
Review, and soon combined
the two into the Second Advent Review
and Sabbath Herald, which became The
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald a
year later. White moved to print the
journal himself on a small printing
press that he acquired in 1852.
No laws recognized nonprofit

organizations in those days, so White
owned the whole operation. Early
Adventists felt wary about organizing
a formal church, but they also realized
that if something happened to White,
they could lose everything. So they
agreed to form a publishing house,
but which they named the Seventh-
day Adventist Publishing Association,
which became commonly known as
the Review and Herald.

The early publishing house and the
journal were essentially the same
entity, and the journal was credited
with holding together and coalescing
the Adventist movement before it offi-
cially organized as a church in 1863.

“For almost our entire history the
church paper was indissolubly tied to
the publishing house and the church,”
said William G. Johnsson, editor of
the Adventist Review from 1982 to
2006. “For the church, the Review was
the leading edge, binding the Adven-
tist people together in hope, doctrine,
and mission.”

Gerald Wheeler, a Review and Her-
ald history buff and longtime book
editor at the publishing house, said
the journal held a community-build-
ing role similar to social media today.

“It was the Facebook of the time,”
Wheeler said in an interview with his
wife, prolific Adventist author Penny
Estes Wheeler. “The church consisted
of isolated members who were differ-
ent from the rest of the people. The
Review provided a way of communi-
cating with each other. They could
express their disappointments, fears,
frustrations, and loneliness.”

“As you read the letters to the edi-
tor, some of this comes through,” said
Penny Estes Wheeler.

The Adventist Review began to sep-
arate from Review and Herald in 1982,
when the publishing house moved to

Hagerstown from a complex that it
shared with the General Conference in
Takoma Park, Maryland. The journal’s
editorial offices stayed at the General
Conference’s headquarters, which are
now in Silver Spring, Maryland.
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In recent years the Adventist Review
and its younger sister journal, Adventist
World, have accounted for a significant
25 percent of the Review and Herald’s
gross annual sales. Pacific Press will
start printing both journals in 2015.

“The mission of the Adventist
Review goes forward unchanged even
as the Review and Herald ceases print-
ing,” said Bill Knott, editor of Adven-
tist Review and Adventist World.

Library of Beloved Books

The publishing house later
emerged from the shadow of the jour-
nal and may be best known today for
commissioning one of the most
expensive and complex projects in
Adventist publishing history: the pop-
ular 10-volume Bible Story children’s
books by Arthur S. Maxwell.

Released from 1953 to 1957, the
books retell more than 400 stories that
span the Bible from Genesis to Revela-
tion. What made the project so
remarkable was the Review and Her-
ald’s decision to place color pictures on
nearly every page of the book. The ini-
tiative required hundreds of paintings,
produced mostly by artists Harry
Anderson and Russell Harlan, and
many, many hours of prepress prepara-
tion in the predigital age.

The investment was huge for its
time, with Thomas putting the cost in
the tens of thousands of dollars, and
would have threatened to bankrupt
similar enterprises. Even today, many
Adventist publishers would be hard
pressed to initiate such an undertak-
ing, said Kim Peckham, head of cor-
porate communications for the
Review and Herald.

“The Philippine publishing house,
for example, could never afford to do
this, so we gave them rights to publish.
We gave Pacific Press rights to publish,
too,” Peckham said.

The Pacific Press Publishing Asso-
ciation, also founded by James White,
is only slightly younger than the
Review and Herald. It began in Oak-
land, California, in 1874 and
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remained in the area for more than a
century before moving to Nampa,
Idaho, in 1984.

“This was the motherhouse,” Peck-
ham said. “This is where it started.”

In its heyday the Review and Herald
published 30,000 sets of
The Bible Story a year,
and Pacific Press pro-
duced a similar number,
he said. Another 15,000
sets a year were printed
by the Southern Pub-
lishing Association, a
church-owned publish-
ing house that merged
with the Review and
Herald in 1980.

The Review and
Herald also initiated
other major projects,
including the seven-
volume Seventh-day
Adventist Bible Com-
mentary released from 1953 to 1957,
edited by longtime church editor E D.
Nichol and incorporating the schol-
arly work of dozens of Adven-
tist theologians. Magabooks, a
line of books published in a
magazine format that students
sell to earn tuition money,
began in 1986 with an abridged
version of Ellen G. White’s
Christ’s Object Lessons titled He
Taught Love. It had an initial
print run of 300,000.

The Review and Herald
helped reenergize the distribu-
tion of sharing books in 2009
when it released an inexpensive
edition of Ellen G. White’s The : B T EHESHE,
Great Controversy, a project =
spearheaded by Adventist lay- A NEW IMAGE: '
man Jack Henderson. The book
cost a then-unheard-of 60 cents each to A”W ? Stgle
produce, and the Review and Herald holdlng.cople.s
offered to mail a copy anywhere in the OT Vzai SRI:

U.S. for $1.10. It has shipped more than maniye, a journal
2 million copies. that he said

The Great Controversy Project also revolutionized
sparked the interest of Ted N. C. Wil- the image of
son, the current General Conference Adventists in the

Soviet Union.

Top: The Review and Herald in Battle Creek,
Michigan, in the late 1800s. Above: The art
department at work circa 1940s.

RON QUICK

GLOBAL INITIATIVE:
Jack Henderson, a lay-
man from North Caro-
lina, envisioned sharing
The Great Controversy
with every home in the
U.S. He sparked a glob-
al initiative in which the
church distributed 142
million copies in 2012
and 2013.



president, who challenged the Review
and Herald and other Adventist pub-
lishing houses around the world to dis-
tribute 100 million copies of the book.
A total of 142 million full and abridged
editions of The Great Controversy
ended up being distributed, including
20 million electronic downloads.

Back to the U.S.S.R.

During his first visit to Moscow,
Otis told Kharchev how local Adventist
pastors sorely lacked books and train-
ing. In just a few months, Otis said,
Soviet authorities offered the Adventist
Church a burned-out school building
for a seminary on the land where Zaok-
sky Adventist University now stands.

Otis spoke highly of Kharchev, say-
ing, “He had the highest respect for
the church and treated us as if we were
world-class diplomats.”

The Adventist publishing house,
Source of Life, opened on Zaoksky’s
premises in 1992, churning out books
on a printing press that Otis helped to
supply.

Otis said he acquired the $3 mil-
lion printing press from a man in
Sweden who had hoped to publish
Russian Bibles but had gone bankrupt.

“I called him and said, ‘Look, I
don’t even have $1 million, but let’s
talk,” Otis said. “So we talked. Then I
said, ‘I don’t even have a half million,
but let’s talk. Finally the third time I
said, ‘Look, if you will box it up and
ship it to Zaoksky, I'll give you
$300,000 in cash.’ And he took it.

“That press is still working today,”
said Otis, who served as Review and
Herald president from 1978 to 1988
and later advised the General Confer-
ence on Soviet and Russian affairs.

Otis, now 76, still travels to Russia
and gets together with Kharchev, who
is 81. Last year they met at Zaoksky,
located a two-hour drive south of
Moscow, and recounted stories to
university students on a Sabbath
afternoon.

The Review and Herald’s contribu-
tion went far beyond the launch of

Adventist publishing in Russia, said
Artur A. Stele, a General Conference
vice president who lived for many
years in the former Soviet Union.
How? It published a Russian-language
journal shortly after Kharchev’s visit
and, with his blessing, distributed it in
the Soviet Union in 1987. The high-
quality, colorful journal was called
Vzaimoponimaniye (Mutual Under-
standing): A Look at Adventists in the
U.S.S.R. and the U.S., and it introduced
Adventism to the Soviet public. In
1988 the Review and Herald released a
second issue of the journal, this time
dedicated to families and children.

“The Review and Herald created a
desire for high-quality publications
already in 1987,” said Stele, who has
worked closely with Adventist pub-
lishing in Russia for years, including
as a former president of Zaoksky
Theological Seminary and a former
president of the Euro-Asia Division.
“These two journals revolutionized
the image of Adventists in the Soviet
Union, paving the way for permission
to be granted to open the publishing
house at Zaoksky.”

A Legacy of Confidence

While the Soviet visit might have
generated headlines, that wasn’t the
only time that Secret Service agents
staked out the Review and Herald.
The sharpshooters stood by again in
the early 1990s during a visit by
Ugandan vice president Samson
Kisekka, an Adventist.

“I'was down there in advertising at
the time,” Thomas said. “There were
Secret Service guys behind me and the
sniffer dogs again.”

Kisekka, a physician by training,
made several trips to the U.S. in the
late 1980s and early 1990s, and they
resulted in the Review and Herald
sending to Africa huge shipments of

tory and were targeted to address the
AIDS crisis in the U.S. and on the
continent of Africa,” said Delbert
Baker, a General Conference vice
president and former Message editor.

The Review and Herald also con-
tributed its expertise in other coun-
tries, donating equipment and dis-
patching staff to start local opera-
tions. In one example, bindery fore-
man Keith Alexander flew to South
America in 1989 to help install a
book line for the Adventist publishing
house in Guyana.

Howard Scoggins, who was the
Euro-Asia Division publishing direc-
tor from 1996 to 2000, said the
Review and Herald proved a godsend
during his time there.

“I needed manuscripts, I needed
permissions, and I didn’t have any
money,” Scoggins said. “I appealed to
the Review and Herald, and I said,
‘Guys, I need these books. I'll pay you
a royalty, but please don’t charge me.”

The Review and Herald waived
numerous fees and helped in other
ways, allowing Scoggins to move for-
ward quickly.

Scoggins, who previously had
worked in Adventist publishing in
Africa and the Middle East, later
joined the Review and Herald in Hag-
erstown, where he retired as vice pres-
ident of marketing in early 2014.

He said his Russian experience
taught him that the Review and Her-
ald offers something special to the
many Adventist publishing houses
around the world that are short on
manuscripts: confidence that they are
holding high-quality content worth
translating and republishing.

“When they see the logo, the little
R, they know they can open the book
and read with confidence,” he said. m

special issues of Message magazine — B
thelzled ar01'md AIDS and flru'gs. 3+ Andrew McChesney is
‘At the time, these special issues 'e:/ news editor for Adventist

had the highest print runs of any spe-
cial issues in Review and Herald’s his-

World.
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LWV ENTIST LIFE

Above: HELPING THOSE IN NEED: -
Grace Lee p0§'es with a leper colony.
resident. '

I thought I was in better condition

than most people and didn’t need
treatment at all. God then brought me
to serve people with leprosy in order
to show me that I was actually the one
who needed to be healed from my
leprosy of selfishness.

In February 2013 God gave me the
awesome opportunity to serve as a vol-
unteer in one of the 600 leper colonies
in China. The country has a total of
about 240,000 abandoned, mainly
elderly, people with leprosy, who need
not only physical but also spiritual
help—hearing the good news of Jesus.

An elderly Korean man named
Kim Jin To, now 81 years old, initiated
the leprosy ministry in 2006. He came
alone to China after serving lepers in
Korea for 17 years and blind people in
Japan for five years before that.
Approximately 90 volunteers from
various countries are currently united

Ididn’t know I was infected. In fact,
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By GRACE LEE

Leprosy

Lessons from a Chinese leper colony

in this work. The volunteers live in
nine different leper colonies in order
to meet the physical needs of the peo-
ple there. As their physical needs are
met, the people’s hearts naturally open
up to hearing about the volunteers’
Savior, Jesus.

“Can You Get It?”

The question I'm asked most often
is “Aren’t you afraid you're going to
get leprosy yourself?” Thankfully, the
answer is no. Because of modern
medicine leprosy is an easily curable
disease, and all the people in the colo-
nies have been treated and are no lon-
ger contagious. Unfortunately, how-
ever, because they were infected many
years before receiving proper treat-
ment, a large number of them live
with the aftermath of the disease. This
means they struggle with various
wounds and physical handicaps. Many
are blind, crippled, disfigured, and

missing fingers, hands, and legs.

The most detrimental characteris-
tic of leprosy, though, is the inability
to feel. For example, while cooking,
some of the people do not realize that
their hand is being burned from the
scalding water. When we’re dressing
their wounds, they say it doesn’t hurt,
even though the wound may be large
and deep.

Spiritual Leprosy

Soon after I began my volunteer
assignment in China, I read a quote
from Ellen White: “The leprosy of self-
ishness has taken hold of the church.
The Lord Jesus Christ will heal the
church of this terrible disease if she
will be healed. The remedy is found in
the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah.”!

Then it hit me. I was the real leper!
On the outside I looked “normal,” but
my heart was numb and I was decay-
ing spiritually because of my selfish-

COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR



Left: HEARTFELT COMPASSION:
Volunteer Grace Lee holds hands
with an elderly woman living in one
of China’s colonies for those affllicted
with leprosy.

HAPPY IN JESUS:
A joyful Bible student

ness and sin. I had not truly realized
my condition and had been living
without Christ’s love in my heart. I
had been ignoring the suffering and
afflicted who were dying without
knowing Jesus.

God showed me that I was like the
priest and the Levite in the parable of
the good Samaritan (see Luke 10:25-
37). They thought they were spiritually
healthy because they were attending
church every Sabbath, eating clean
foods, and had a lot of Bible knowl-
edge. But in reality, as Jesus pointed
out, they were breaking the very prin-
ciples of God’s law—love to God and
love to others (see Matt. 22:37-40).

Now Is the Time

Now is the time for us to repent
and put away our selfishness and sins
so we can be changed to reflect Jesus’
character. As Luke wrote in the book
of Acts, we need to “repent . .. and be

Above: BIBLE STUDY:
More than 600 leper
colony residents have
learned about Jesus
and accepte'd Him as
their Savior.

PRAYING TOGETHER: Leper colony volunteer
Grace Lee bows and prays with a colony resident.

converted, that your sins may be blot-
ted out, so that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the
Lord, and that He may send Jesus
Christ, who was preached to you
before” (Acts 3:19, 20).

“I saw that none could share the
‘refreshing’ unless they obtain the vic-
tory over every besetment, over pride,
selfishness, love of the world, and over
every wrong word and action. We
should, therefore, be drawing nearer
and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly
seeking that preparation necessary to
enable us to stand in the battle in the
day of the Lord.”

I am so thankful that God
brought me to China to show me
that I had the leprosy of selfish-
ness and needed to be healed by

Him. Truly the Holy Spirit is working

in the leper colonies here. So far, 677
people have accepted Jesus as their
Savior and have been baptized—and

P

many others are preparing for bap-
tism, asking Jesus to cleanse them
from their sins and empower them to
live a new life in Him.

Our brothers and sisters here can-
not wait until Jesus comes again—but
what about us? My great desire is that
when He comes, we, along with those
in China’s leper colonies, will be joy-
ously praising Him for healing not
only our physical leprosy but our spir-
itual maladies as well. m

!Ellen G. White, Counsels on Stewardship (Washington, D.C.:
Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1940), p. 85.

2Ellen G. White, Early Writings (Washington, D.C.: Review and
Herald Pub. Assn., 1982), p. 71.

\

Grace Lee, - graduate
of Southern Adventist
University in Tennessee,

1 United States, has been
a volunteer for the Adventist lay leprosy
ministry in China since 2013.
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SPIRIT OF PROPHECY

as the day of Jesus’ birth, and in this article it is not
my purpose to affirm or question the propriety of
celebrating this event on this day, but to dwell upon the
childhood and life of our Savior. It is my purpose to call
the attention of the children to the humble manner in
which the Redeemer came to the world.

o
All heaven was interested in the great event of Christ’s
advent to earth. Heavenly messengers came to make
known the birth of the long-promised, long-expected Sav-

ior to the humble shepherds who were watching their

flocks by night on the plains of Bethlehem. The first mani-
festation that attracted the notice of the shepherds at the
birth of the Savior, was a radiant light in the starry heav-
ens, which filled them with wonder and admiration. . ..

The astonished shepherds could scarcely comprehend
the precious message borne to them by the angels, and
when the radiant light had passed away, they said one to
another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this

lo the
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And
when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying

The 25th of December has long been commemorated

which was told them concerning this child.”

They were filled with joy; they could not keep to
themselves the precious knowledge of the advent of
the Redeemer, but with glad enthusiasm they told to
all whom they met the wonderful things they had
seen and heard; and all who heard them related
the wonderful experience of the shepherds to the
others, and many wondered and rejoiced, for they
believed the words that had been spoken by the
heavenly messengers. Glorifying and praising
God, the shepherds returned to their flocks on the
plains of Bethlehem. . ..

By ELLEN G. WHITE

Special Interest Group

Those who love God should feel deeply
interested in the children and youth. To them
God can reveal His truth and salvation. Jesus
calls the little ones that believe on Him the
lambs of His flock. He has a special love for
and interest in the children. Jesus has said,
“Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to
come unto me [let no one place any obstruction
in the way of the children’s coming to Me]; for of
such is the kingdom of heaven.” Jesus has passed
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through the trials and griefs to which childhood is subject.
He knows the sorrows of the young. By His Holy Spirit, He
is drawing the hearts of the children to Himself, while
Satan is working to keep them away from Him.

The most precious offering that the children can give to
Jesus is the freshness of their childhood. When children
seek the Lord with the whole heart, He will be found of
them. It is in these early years that the affections are the
most ardent, the heart most susceptible of improvement.
Everything that is seen and heard makes an impression on
the youthful mind. The countenances looked upon, the
words uttered, the actions performed, are not the least of

If angels sung because the Saviour
was born in Bethlehem, shall not
our hearts echo the glad strain,

Glory to God in the highest, peace

on earth, good will to men?

the books the young read; for they have a decided influence
upon the mind, heart, and character.

Then how important it is that the children come to
Jesus in their earliest years, and become lambs of His flock!
How important it is that the older members of the church,
by precept and example, lead them to Jesus, who taketh
away the sin of the world, and who can keep them by His
divine grace from the ruin it works. The better acquainted
they become with Jesus, the more they will love Him, and
be able to do those things that are pleasing in His sight.
God has sanctified childhood in that He gave His only
begotten Son to become a child on earth.

What matchless love Jesus has manifested for a fallen
world! If angels sung because the Savior was born in Beth-
lehem, shall not our hearts echo the glad strain, Glory to
God in the highest, peace on earth, good will to men?
Although we do not know the exact day of Christ’s
birth, we would honor the sacred event. May the Lord for-
bid that anyone should be so narrow-minded as to over-
look the event because there is an uncertainty in regard to
the exact time.

Let us do what we can to fasten the minds of the chil-
dren upon those things which are precious to everyone
who loves Jesus. Let us teach them how Jesus came into the
world to bring hope, comfort, peace, and happiness to all.
The angels explained the reason of their great joy, saying,
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Sav-
iour, which is Christ the Lord.” Then, children and youth,
as you celebrate the coming Christmas, will you not count
up the many things for which you are to be grateful, and
will you not present a gratitude offering to Christ, and so
reveal that you do appreciate the heavenly Gift?

Let the Hearts of All Respond

The angels were amazed at the great love of Christ that
led Him to suffer and die on Calvary to rescue man from
the power of Satan. The work of redemption is a marvel to
the angels of heaven. Why, then, are we, for whom so great
a salvation has been provided, so indifferent, so cold and
unloving?

Children, you can do errands for Jesus which will be
wholly acceptable to Him. You can bring your little gifts
and offerings to Christ. The wise men, who were guided by
the star to the place where the young child was, brought
offerings of gold and frankincense and myrrh. When they
found the Promised One, they worshiped Him. Children,
you may ask, “What gifts can we bring to Jesus?” You can
give Him your hearts. What offering is so sacred as the soul
temple cleansed from its defilement of sin? Jesus stands
knocking at the door of your hearts; will you let Him in?
He says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”

Will you let Jesus into your hearts? Will you clear away
the rubbish, and throw open the door, and willingly, gladly
welcome in your heavenly guest? I shall not need to plead
with you to bring you thank-offerings to God if you will
but let the Savior in. You will be so grateful, that you can-
not be restrained from laying your gifts at the feet of Jesus.
Let the hearts of all respond with exceeding joy for the
priceless gift of the Son of God. m

— —

This is taken from the article “Christmas Address to the Young,”
published in the Review and Herald, December 17, 1889.
Seventh-day Adventists believe that Ellen G. White (1827-1915)
exercised the biblical gift of prophecy during more than 70 years
of public ministry.
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RARE FIND: Ellen G. White walking near a tent with her
son William C. White and his wife, May, in 1905.

]9 05

By ANDREW Mc CHESNEY

previously unknown
photograph of Adventist
Church cofounder Ellen G.

White has surfaced among the aging
documents of an Adventist physician
who died in California in 1966.

The 1905 photo, which shows White
walking outdoors with her son William
and his wife, May, is the first new pic-
ture of White to turn up in decades,
and its discovery is especially thrilling
for White scholars because it provides a
rare glimpse into her everyday life.

“T've never seen her in this way
before,” said James R. Nix, director of
the Ellen G. White Estate, a church
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ELLEN WHITE as Youve

-
T

Never Seen Her

A previously unknown photo of the Adventist pioneer
provides a rare glimpse into her everyday life.

institution that oversees White’s writ-
ings. “This particular photo is signifi-
cant because it is candid,” Nix said.
“You feel like you could step up to her
and say, ‘It’s nice to see you.”

Only about 50 photos of White are
known to exist, and most of them were
taken in a studio or other formal setting.

In the 1905 photo White, 77, is

seen walking near a pitched tent as she

apparently attends the General Con-
ference session in Takoma Park, Mary-
land, in May 1905.

White, wearing an Edwardian hat
and floral scarf, clasps the arm of her
son William (“Willie”) C. White, her
chief editorial assistant and publishing
manager. Clutched in her other hand is
a large journal, the kind that she used to
hand-write letters and sermons and that

PHOTO COURTESY OF RON GRAYBILL



the White Estate now carefully stores in
a fireproof vault. A slip of white paper
can be seen sticking out of the corner of
the journal. “In my imagination, she is
heading to speak at a meeting, and this
journal contains her notes,” Nix said.

Supporting the idea that White
might have been walking to a speaking
engagement is the pince-nez perched
on her nose. White was known to wear
eyeglasses for reading, so perhaps she
put them on her nose on that chilly
May day to read a speech. This is only
the second known photo of White
wearing glasses.

Why a Tent Stands Behind White

Tim L. Poirier, archivist at the
White Estate who has researched the
photo, initially thought that the other
woman in the picture might be
White’s nurse, Sara McEnterfer, who
often accompanied White on travels
away from California, where she lived
at the time. But a comparison with
other photos showed that the woman
was White’s daughter-in-law May.
Poirier also learned that the nurse had
fallen ill before the General Confer-
ence session and that May White had
made arrangements to leave her and
William’s children with family mem-
bers in California so the couple could
journey east with Ellen White.

Poirier added: “The tents and
grounds in the photo match what we
know of the location of the session at
the present location of Washington
Adventist University in Takoma Park,
Maryland.”

The General Conference session was
held in a large tent at the newly founded
Washington Training College (now
Washington Adventist University). The
General Conference, the administrative
body that oversees the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, had only moved to
the area from Battle Creek, Michigan, in
late 1903. It was renting premises in
nearby Washington, D.C., together with
the Review and Herald Publishing Asso-

ADVENTIST

ciation, said Ronald D. Graybill, a
retired Adventist historian.

Delegates lived in tents. Ellen
White stayed in a bedroom and study
in the newly built men’s dormitory,
while her son and daughter-in-law
shared a third room, Graybill said.

Years have passed since the previ-
ous discovery of an unknown White
photo. Nix estimated that the last
photo might have been found 50 to 60
years ago, saying the 1905 photo is the
first new image in the 42 years that he
has worked at the White Estate.

Origins of the Unknown Photo

The author of the 1905 photo is
unclear. But a likely candidate is its
original owner, Harriet “Hattie” Allee
Trott, a 27-year-old widow who was
working as a secretary at Review and
Herald in 1905.

Trott, an avid photographer, later
moved to California to work as regis-
trar at the College of Medical Evange-
lists (now Loma Linda University),
and she married graduate and physi-
cian Leslie Trott in 1921. It was among
Leslie Trott’s papers that the lost
photo was found.

Harriet Allee Trott died in 1958,
eight years before her husband, who
worked at the Adventist-operated
White Memorial Medical Center,
named in honor of Ellen White, in
Los Angeles. The Trotts’ great-grand-
daughter, Jacqueline Leslie Trott-Bally
of Los Angeles, stumbled across the
White photo in a folder marked “Har-
riet Family Photos” while sorting
through old papers, said Graybill,
whom Trott-Bally contacted about the
photo. She had already been working
with Graybill to donate some of her
great-grandfather’s papers to his alma
mater, Loma Linda University.

Graybill, whose own research
includes a slide presentation of all
the known photos of White, immedi-
ately recognized White in the photo
and realized the rarity of the find. “It

e

is amazing to find an unknown photo
at this late date,” he said.

The old photo measures only 3.5
inches by 3.5 inches (8.9 centimeters
by 8.9 centimeters), but is remarkably
sharp, Graybill said.“T was amazed at
the clarity, I was amazed at the detalil,
and I was charmed by the hat,” he
said. He said White wore a bonnet in
the one other photo that shows her
head covered.

Graybill alerted the White Estate
about the new photo on October 1.

“My Favorite Picture of Ellen
White"”

The find raises hopes that other
photos of White might surface. Nix,
director of the White Estate, said peo-
ple with long connections to the
Adventist Church should check old
family albums and boxes of pictures to
see whether they might contain photos
of White or other Adventist pioneers.

He said it is interesting to read sto-
ries about Adventist pioneers, but also
seeing them, particularly in candid
photos, helps people to better identify
with them as real people. “Until I saw
this picture, I mentally pictured Ellen
White wearing only dark maroon or
black in public following the death of
her husband in 1881,” Nix said.

“Seeing her wearing a colored
scarf around her neck, with reading
glasses perched on her nose and notes
in her hand for a talk she gave, has
brought her to life for me in ways that
no other picture of her ever has,” he
said. “I have only been aware of this
picture for a little more than a week,
but it has already become my favorite
picture of Ellen White.” m

\
£ Andrew McChesney is
- news editor for Adventist
World.
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BIBLE

Our

Creator

Why did

God create’

This is a simple question
for which there is no sim-
ple answer. You are asking
for a divine reason or motiva-
tion for creating. My impression
is that the Bible does not provide an
explicit answer to your question. So the only
thing left is for us to examine what the Bible says
about God, and to try to extrapolate from that a possible
answer to your question. I will discuss here God as love, as
Creator, and His creativity.

1. God Is Love: The most common answer given to
your question is that God created because He is love (1
John 4:8, 16). But that plain statement does not fully
answer the question. It simply says that the love of God
moved Him to create, without informing us why love
wanted to express itself in the act of creation. In fact, it
could suggest that since love does not provide a reason,
there is no reason for creation. This answer could even
imply that creation is irrational and purposeless. To avoid
this problem, it has been argued that God’s love urged or
moved Him to create, perhaps because He wanted to
enlarge the objects of His love outside the inter-Trinitarian
relationships. This answers the “why” of creation, but
raises new questions. Why did God want to enlarge the
circle of love? Did it satisty a divine longing within the
Godhead? You may think that there is no fundamental
problem with this answer, but there is.

This answer suggests that the love that characterized
the members of the Godhead throughout eternity lacked
fullness of expression. This need had to be satisfied
through the creation of other creatures to which They
could manifest the fullness of Their love. But the real prob-
lem with this solution is that God’s love is never directed
toward itself; divine love always seeks the benefit or good
of the other. If in creating God was satisfying a personal
need, then creation was an expression of selfishness, not of
love. Obviously we are not suggesting that creation is to be
detached from divine love. The question is how to relate
the two in a constructive way.
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED

God

2. God Is Creator: The first thing the Bible tells us about
God is that He is the Creator (Gen. 1:1). This title is com-
monly understood as a divine function: Creation is seen as
an expression of His power. And this is true. But by itself this
suggests that God did something He had not done before,
He became the Creator. The obvious question would be, who
was He before creating? All of this is very speculative, I know.
It is better to stay with the biblical witness. The Bible inter-
prets the title “Creator” not simply as what God has done
but as who He is (Jer. 10:12; Prov. 3:19; Rev. 4:11). Before He
began to create, divine wisdom was with Him (Prov. 8:22-
31). Therefore the divine capacity to create is inseparable
from His divine attributes, from what God really is in Him-
self. Divine creativity is part of the essence of God.

3. God’s Creativity: The One who imbued us with cre-
ativity when He created us in His image is creativity Him-
self. If I am right, then there has never been a time that cre-
ativity was absent from God. His role as Creator is firmly
grounded in His creativity. Through it divine wisdom finds
expression. It is indeed in the nature of God to create and
to love. He created because it is part of His very being to
express Himself in acts of creation, not because He had
some particular need that had to be satisfied. Creation is
meaningful and purposeful because it is part of God’s
nature to create as an expression of His freedom and of His
creative, loving, and powerful nature.

Since divine creativity is an expression of love, what
God creates is good (Gen. 1:31). This means that His cre-
ativity is embedded in His exclusive concern for the good-
ness and exclusive benefit of His creation. Creation does
not add anything to God (Acts 17:25), but reveals to His
intelligent creatures throughout the cosmos the glories of
the divine character. m

—_—

Angel Manuel Rodriguez was director of
the Biblical Research Institute of the General
Conference. He now lives in Texas, United
States.
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Facing
Our Kear

reetings from Ireland. I am typing this Adventist
G World Bible lesson from the beautiful city of

Dublin. Last evening, during the question-and-
answer period at our evangelistic meeting, someone asked,
“Pastor, although I am a Christian, I am desperately afraid
when I think about the coming of Jesus. I really do not
understand why. Can you please help me?”

There may be a few reasons individuals might be fearful
when they think about the return of our Lord. They may
feel that although they are Christians, they are unprepared
for the coming of Jesus. They may feel too spiritually weak
to pass through the coming crisis to which this world is
headed. They are possibly concerned about some specific
sin in their lives. The fundamental question is: How can I
look forward to the coming of Jesus with joy and confi-
dence? This month’s lesson will provide some answers.

0 What counsel did Jesus give to the church at
Smyrna when it faced its time of trouble and violent
persecution? What promise did our Lord give them?
Read Revelation 2:10.

Historically the church at Smyrna was the second of the
seven churches of Revelation. The believers in this church
experienced terrible persecution from the pagan Roman
emperor Diocletian, which lasted for 10 years, from A.D.
303 to 313. Jesus promised His people that it would not go
on forever. As they looked forward in faith beyond their
time of trial to an eternal “crown of life,” fear would give
way to hope. Looking beyond what is to what will be
encourages our hearts.

9 Although we are all fearful at times, how can
we be free from the crippling fear that dominates our
lives? Read 1 John 4:18, 19 for the hopeful answer.
Experiencing God’s love personally delivers us from the
devastating fear that sometimes controls our lives. Believing

PHOTO BY GERD ALTMANN

God loves us and wants only our best makes all the differ-
ence. When we focus on our inadequacies and weaknesses,
our hearts will be filled with fear. But when our focus is on
Jesus and His love, our hearts will be filled with hope.

e Why will some people be fearful when they
consider the coming of Jesus? What is the alterna-
tive? Notice the contrast in these two texts: Luke
21:25-28 and Hebrews 12:1, 2.

0 What is Christ's message of encouragement to
each person who experiences fear in the light of
Christ's return? Read Isaiah 35:3, 4.

The reason we need not be filled with fear regarding
Christ’s return is that He is coming to save us. The great
longing of Jesus’ heart is to take us home so we can live
with Him forever (John 14:1-3).

6 What alternative to worry and fear does Jesus
give us? Read Matthew 6:33, 34 carefully and notice
two things: First, what our Lord counsels us to do;
and second, what Christ counsels us not to do.

@ Is there a healthy fear? Read the following texts
and identify three things that a healthy “fear”
accomplishes: Psalm 19:9; Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14;
Revelation 14:7.

To “fear God” is to take God seriously, to respect and
honor Him. Fearing or respecting God is the beginning of
all wisdom; it gives direction in our lives. This deep
respect for God leads us to honor Him by taking His com-
mands seriously and glorifying Him in our lives. Focusing
our minds upon eternal realities, looking to Jesus, and
resting in His love enables us to overcome crippling fear
and rejoice in His grace. m
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Letters

Smoking Sections

I am writing in response to Andrew
McChesney’s news article “Adventist
Church Launches Breathe-Free 2, a
New Stop-Smoking Program” (Sep-
tember 2014). In the article Daniel
Handysides states that it is his “goal
that every one of our churches will
reach a point where they will have
smoking sections outside the church.”
He goes on to say that this is to ensure
that smokers feel comfortable coming
to church as a smoker.

I was shocked to read this, but I
thought I would ask my sister, who
has never been an Adventist, for her
opinion, as she regularly goes to
church with me when she visits.

My sister describes herself as a “full-
on nicotine addict,” and this is her opin-
ion on the matter: “It’s [the Adventist
Church] all about mind/body/spirit con-

[

I know God is in the field of working

wonders. My 3-month-old grand-

daughter cannot see, and doctors say

there’s nothing they can do. Please pray!
SIMONE, Jamaica
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PRAISE

God still uses those of us who feel a burning
desire in our hearts to be instruments of God, to
carry the message to others who do not know it.

—MARCELO SAPIA, Misiones, Argentina

nection. I can’t believe that they would
even contemplate it. I would never
smoke or drink alcohol at a church func-
tion. They don’t need to go to that level
to entice people into the church.”

For the record, my sister feels very
comfortable in the church, and the
members have always been absolutely
lovely to her, very supportive, and they
pray regularly for her. We don’t need a
nonsmoking area in our churches. We

" need to just love and support the

smokers that visit.
ANYA McCLARTY
Mildura, Victoria, Australia

Thanks for your letter! Later in the arti-
cle Handysides explains that he is “talk-
ing more about an attitude shift in
which we allow smokers to come into
church facilities without judgment.” It
sounds as though your sister has been
blessed by a congregation fitting that
description. —Editors.

More to the Story

A story about Dr. Riley Russell is fea-
tured in the September 2014 Adventist
World (see “106 Years Ago”). He was
the first Adventist missionary to Korea.

Please pray for the Ebola situation, and
for our church in the countries affected.
REMSEE, Liberia

Please pray for the Holy Spirit to work
in my life. Pray for my family as well.
LEONARDO, Brazil

His mother and my grandfather were
brother and sister. Russell grew up near
the farm where my mother grew up.

After Russell returned from Korea,
he practiced medicine in the United
States. He brought my mother west to
help take care of his own children. My
parents met at camp meeting and
were married by Russell. Twenty-seven
years later he married my husband
and me in the same little church.

He was in his 80s by that time, and
we were the last of the many couples
he married. While waiting to enter the
church, Russell told my husband
about a couple he had married in his
car as he was taking them to the hos-
pital to deliver their baby. He always
had a story to tell of his adventures.

Pray for my family; we need the Spirit
of God to control us.
MwAMBA, Malawi

Please pray for my brother who has

diabetes. He is very depressed and

needs physical healing too.
SHEILA, United States



Russell had a big booming voice,
and every time he saw me at the hos-
pital where I was taking nurse’s train-
ing, he would say, “There’s one of my
babes!” I wanted to crawl under the
carpet. He called the children he
delivered his babes.

Russell also brought my Aunt Nada
west to go to school. She became a
registered nurse and was inspiration
for me to also become an R.N.

An interesting book written about
him is called Ir Came in Handy, by
Stella Parker Peterson. Russell would
be pleased to know my granddaughter
is now teaching school in Korea.

LAURA ANN MATTHEWS

Independence, Oregon,

United States

A Traffic Jam and The Great
Controversy

Thank you, Waldburga Miiller, for
sharing your experience in the article
“A Traffic Jam and The Great Contro-
versy” (May 2014). God used you as a
tool to reach people with the book
The Great Controversy.

Through Adventist World God still
uses people like me, those of us who
feel a burning desire in our hearts to
be instruments of God, to carry the
message to others who do not know it.

Thank you very much!

MARCELO SAPIA

Misiones, Argentina

Letters Policy: Please send to: letters@adventistworld.org.
Letters must be clearly written, 100-word maximum. Include the
name of the article and the date of publication with your letter.
Also include your name, the town/city, state, and country from
which you are writing. Letters will be edited for space and clar-
ity. Not all letters submitted will be published.

KEVIN SCHREIBER/ISTOCK/THINKSTOCK

*
Its All About hI‘ ISt

Christians have been commemorating Christ’s birth for nearly 1,700 years.
The following traditions have been part of that celebration:

Bolivians celebrate the Mass of the Rooster on Christmas Eve, symbolizing
the tradition that a rooster was the first to announce the birth of Jesus.

Spiders are common Christmas decorations in Poland because of the
legend that a spider wove a blanket for Baby Jesus.

Santa Claus is based on a real person, Nikolas of Myra, born in Patara
(modern-day Turkey) in the fourth century.

Some say the first person to decorate a tree in honor of Christ’s birth
was Protestant Reformer Martin Luther, who was moved by the beauty of
stars shining between the branches of a fir tree.

Apples are the earliest known Christmas tree decorations. Medieval actors
used apples in “Paradise plays,” depicting Adam and Eve’s creation and fall.

Source: facts.randomhistory.com/Christmas-facts.html

Revived 4y His Word

A Journey of Discovery Together Through the Bible
God speaks to us through His Word. Join with other
believers in more than 180 countries who are reading
a chapter of the Bible each day. To download the daily
Bible Reading Guide, visit RevivedbyHisWord.org, or
sign up to receive the daily Bible chapter by e-mail.

To join this initiative, start here:

JANUARY 1, 2015 ° Luke 17

The Place of Prayer: Send prayer requests and praise (thanks
for answered prayer) to prayer@adventistworld.org. Keep entries
short and concise, 50-words or less. [tems will be edited for
space and clarity. Not all submissions will be printed. Please
include your name and your country’s name. You may also fax
requests to: 1-301-680-6638; or mail them to Adventist World,
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600 U.S.A.

I had been successful in literature
ministry since 2008, but for the past
two years I've experienced a serious
decline in sales. I am not able to pro-
vide for my children as a single parent.
Please pray for me. Also pray for our
church members who are ill.
Bortumero, South Africa

Please pray for my family to come
back to Jesus. Also, please pray for my
daughter who has ALS.

SaRra, United States
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‘ 99 Years Ago

nesota, on December 19, 1865, to parents who were
Seventh Day Baptists. After becoming a Seventh-day
Adventist, he worked at the Battle Creek Sanitarium as a

messenger boy. He later worked as a secretary to the sanitari-

um’s medical superintendent, John Harvey Kellogg.
In his early 20s Spicer went to England with Stephen Nelson Haskell,

and served for a time on the editorial staff of The Present Truth. In 1893 he
helped establish Solusi Mission in Matabeleland on 4,900 hectares (12,000

acres) obtained from Cecil Rhodes, then prime minister of Cape Colony.
In 1898 Spicer went to India. A year later he was named editor of the

Oriental Watchman, and for a time was the only ordained Adventist minis-

ter in India. Spicer Adventist University is named in his honor.
Spicer served as secretary of the General Conference during the presi-

dency of Arthur Grosvenor Daniells (1903-1922). Daniells served as Gen-

eral Conference secretary for the first four years that Spicer was General
Conference president (1922-1930). Spicer wrote several books and
inspired confidence among Adventists by his simple habits and remark-
able mission reports.

William Ambrose Spicer was born in Freeborn, Min-
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More Sunshine,
More Sleep

A recent study finds that people who
work in offices with no direct sun-
light sleep an average of 47 minutes
less than those who work in offices
with windows. Exposure to natural
light may help to synchronize our
circadian clocks, enhancing the pro-
duction of the sleep hormone mela-
tonin. Counteract the cave effect by
spending a half hour outdoors on
your lunch break.

Source: Northwestern University/Men’s Health

79.000

it

That’s the number of industrial robots sold in 2013,
12 percent more than in 2012. One in every five
robots is installed in China. Japan has the most
industrial robots of any country, with 300,000.

Source: International Federation of Robotics/ The Rotarian
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Just a

Faith believes the incredible,
Sees the invisible,

Receives the impossible.

—MARCELA RODRIGUEZ,
Mendoza, Argentina



DVENTIS
AR

“Behold, I come quickly...”
Our mission is to uplift Jesus Christ, uniting
Seventh-day Adventists everywhere in beliefs,
mission, life, and hope.

Publisher
The Adventist World, an international periodical of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The General
Conference, Northern Asia-Pacific Division of Seventh-day
P Adventists®, is the publisher.

4 Executive Publisher and Editor in Chief
Bill Knott

Associate Publisher
Claude Richli

International Publishing Manager
Chun, Pyung Duk

Publishing Board
Ted N. C. Wilson, chair; Benjamin D. Schoun, vice chair;
Bill Knott, secretary; Lisa Beardsley-Hardy; Daniel
R. Jackson; Robert Lemon; Geoffrey Mbwana; G. T. Ng;
Daisy Orion; Juan Prestol; Michael Ryan; Ella Simmons;
Mark Thomas; Karnik Doukmetzian, legal advisor

Adventist World Coordinating Committee
Jairyong Lee, chair; Akeri Suzuki, Kenneth Osborn,
Guimo Sung, Pyung Duk Chun, Suk Hee Han

Editors based in Silver Spring, Maryland
Lael Caesar, Gerald A. Klingbeil (associate editors),
Sandra Blackmer, Stephen Chavez, Wilona Karimabadi,
Kimberly Luste Maran, Andrew McChesney

Editors based in Seoul, Korea
Pyung Duk Chun, Jae Man Park, Hyo Jun Kim

Online Editor
Carlos Medley

Operations Manager
Merle Poirier

Editors-at-large
Mark A. Finley, John M. Fowler

Senior Advisor
E. Edward Zinke

Financial Manager
Rachel J. Child

Editorial Assistant
Marvene Thorpe-Baptiste

Management Board
Jairyong Lee, chair; Bill Knott, secretary; P. D. Chun,
‘SIUIPNIS Y] YIIM 2UNJDII1] ISUIAPY d4DYS 0] [00LIS Karnik Doukmetzian, Suk Hee Han, Kenneth Osborn,
A1ppur03ag s1u15) DY Y1 11514 SLPULYID 210YM IMDIDIN NZNZ] * Juan Prestol, Claude Richli, Akeri Suzuki,
pu092S S|4D PYDY 21 315ta siaputfivg dsaym WM NZAZIN “4IMSNY Ex-officio: Robert Lernon, 6. T. Ng, Ted N. C. Wilson
Art Direction and Design
Jeff Dever, Brett Meliti

Consultants
Ted N. C. Wilson, Robert E. Lemon, G. T. Ng, Guillermo
E. Biaggi, Lowell C. Cooper, Daniel R. Jackson,
Raafat Kamal, Geoffrey Mbwana, Armando Miranda,
Pardon K. Mwansa, Michael L. Ryan, Blasious M.
Ruguri, Benjamin D. Schoun, Ella S. Simmons,

Alberto C. Gulfan, Jr., Erton Kéhler, Jairyong Lee,
Israel Leito, John Rathinaraj, Paul S. Ratsara,
Barry Oliver, Bruno Vertallier, Gilbert Wari

To Writers: We welcome unsolicited manuscripts. Address

all editorial correspondence to 12501 Old Columbia Pike,
Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600, U.S.A. Editorial office fax
number: (301) 680-6638

E-mail: worldeditor@gc.adventist.org

Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nigeria
are the only countries in the world

in which polio still exists. Warfare Web site: www.adventistworld.org
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