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ALL freight trains on the Pennsylvania Rail-
road, except those bearing stock and perishable 
freight, were stopped at Pittsburg, on Saturday, 
February 16, at 10 P. M., to give the employes a 
rest on Sunday. The Pennsylvania Company 
proposes to adopt this plan on all of its lines. 

THE Field Secretary of the National Sunday 
Union, Rev. W. F. Crafts, is now in the South, 
trying to get up a boom for a National Sunday 
law. On Friday, February 8, he spoke on the 
Sunday-Rest movement to the Legislature of 
Florida. It is said that he has received a very 
cordial reception as the repstsentative of the Un-
ion. 

THE Sunday bill which was introduced into 
both Houses of the California Legislature, and 
which we printed last week, with a few comments, 
met an ignominious death in the Senate, where 
it was refused a second reading. This will 
leave California free from any danger of a Sunday 
law for two years more, as it is not at all probable 
that another bill would fare any better. Mean-
while the Sunday-law agitators may agitate them-
selves to their heart's content. 

DENVER papers of February 18 give glowing 
accounts of a monster mass-meeting that was 
held in the Tabor Opera House, the day before, 
Sunday, in the interest of a Sunday law. The 
meeting was, as usual, engineered largely by 
ministers, who, as usual, strenuously disclaimed 
any thought of doing anything religious. They 
were all working for temperance. We snake a 
few short comments on some things that were 
said, in various parts of this paper. 
	► • - 

WHILE the ministers of Denver are united in 
desiring to have a Sunday law strictly enforced, 
they are not agreed as to the reason for such a 
law. Some think that the day should be kept 
strictly, while others think that any business 
except the saloon should be allowed to run. The 
ideas vary according to the degree of straitness 
of the religious creed of the individuals expressing 
them. If it were purely a temperance affair,, or 
if they wanted a civil holiday, religious opinions 
would have nothing to .do with it 

Blair Educational Amendment Bill. 

(Continued.) 
THE question now to be decided is, " What axe 

the principles of the Christian religion, which are 
to be taught if the amendment is adopted ?" The 
Methodists would give one answer, if it were left 
with them, the Baptists another, the Presbyterians 
another, and other denominations still another. 
All would differ, yet each would present some-
thing common to all. But the question is not to 
be left to any one denomination; for the latter 
part of the second section expressly stipulates 
that no public money shall ever be appropriated 
for the instruction of children in any of the tenets 
or doctrines peculiar to any sect. It is this part 
of the amendment, so wondrously worded, which 
catches the multitude, and blinds them" to the 
principle of Church and State union, which is 
involved. They think it will be so fine a thing 
to settle it forever that no public money shall be 
appropriated for the purpose of sectarian teach-
ing, that they lose sight of the real gist of the 
thing. Protestants think that it would forever 
shut Catholics off from -any share in the school 
money, whereas it would give them practical con-
trol of the schools, as we shall show later on. 

We will now consider the amendment adopted, 
and Congress ready to enforce it by proper legis-
lation. It finds a score of denominations, each 
strenuous to have its own peculiar views taught 
in the public schools, if any are to be taught. 
But this will not do; only those can be taught 
which are common to all—upon which all can 
agree. It is manifest, therefore, that the churches 
themselves are the only ones who could deter-
mine this. They only can tell the principles 
upon which they can all agree. Congress can-
not decide this point, nor would they allow it to 
if it could, for they have already expressed them-
selves on the matter. In the Christian Statesman 
of February 21, 1884, Rev. J. C. K. Milligan 
said in regard to theological questions :— 

" The churches must settle these questions among 
themselves, and with each other, and at least we 
will not allow the civil government to decide be-
tween them, and to ordain church doctrines, or-
dinances, and laws." 

Further on in the same article he said :— 
"The churches and the pulpit have much to do 

with shaping and forming opinions on all moral 
questions, and with interpretations of Scripture on 
moral and civil, as well as on theological and 
ecclesiastical, points, and it is probable that in the 
almost universal gathering of our citizens about 
these [the churches and the pulpits] the chief dis-
cussions and the final decisions of most points will 
be developed there." 

In short, before Congress could enforce the 
new article, it would be obliged to call a council 
of the churches. Representatives of all the 
churches would convene and decide what they  

could all agree upon, and would then inform the 
Government just what it should enforce. This 
would be an exact parallel to' the Council of Nice, 
A. D. 325, which Constantine convened in order 
that the bishops might settle upon some common 
principles which could be enforced by imperial 
authority. Now as that action is universally 
recognized as the celebration of the union of 
Church and State, this would necessarily be the 
same. The churches in America would, by the 
adoption of the Blair Educational Aoendment, 
which they desire, be forced to follow in the steps 
of the bishops of the church in the fourth century. 
The State would then be simply the agent to exe-
cute ecclesiastical decrees. 

Remember that in such a council all professed 
Christian churches would have to be represented. 
That would include the Catholic Church, for it is 
reckoned as a branch of the Christian Church. 
But from many States the Catholics, according to 
a fair representation, would have a very large 
majority of the delegates; and their delegates in 
the council would nearly equal those of all the 
Protestant churches. -So the Catholic Church 
would be able to dictate terms to the council. 
For of course a vote would haVe to be taken to 
decide upon the principles of the Christian re-
ligion, and the Catholics could carry more of 
their points than the Protestants could. Thus the 
Catholic Church would secure the practical con-
trol of the public schools. The Protestants might 
not like this very well, but having committed 
themselves to the theory of religious teaching by 
the State, they would have to abide by the decis-
ion of the majority. 

As stated before, the State would be simply the 
agent of the church, to carry into execution 
its decrees. And this would be exactly in ac-
cordance with the ideas of the Papacy, as set 
forth by an eminent and highly educated Catho-
lic. Speaking of natural and revealed law, Dr. 
Brownson says of the church :— 

"She is, under God, the supreme judge of both 
laws, which are for her but one law; and hence she 
takes cognizance, in her tribunals, of the breaches 
of the natural law as weal as of the revealed, and 
has the right to take cognizance by Nations as well 
as of its breaches by individuals, by the prince as 
well as by the subject, for it is the supreme law for 
both. The State is, therefore, only an inferior 
court, bound to receive the law from the Supreme 
Court, and liable to have its decrees reversed on 
appeal."—Brownson's Essays, p. 284, quoted in 
The Papacy and the Civil Power, p. 32. 

Let the Blair Educational Amendment be 
adopted, and we should have a very pretty like-
ness of the Papacy—an American Papacy. There 
might not be any one man acknowledged as Pope, 
but that would make no difference. There was 
not in Constantine's time. It took time to grow 
into that. 

Anybody can see that while such a council 
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would be a nominal union of all the churches, 
there would be no real union. All would be 
satisfied with the enunciation of those teachings 
which were really common to all, while every-
body, except those belonging to the sect having 
the strongest representation in the council, would 
be dissatisfied. It was just so in the fourth cent-
ury. Neander says:— 

" In fact, however, the manner in which the con-
troversies had been decided by the Council of Nice, 
could only contain the seeds for new disputes; for 
there was here no cordial union springing freely, 
by a natural course of development, out of in-
ward conviction; but a forced and artificial union 
of men, still widely separated by their different 
modes of thinking, on a creed which had been im-
posed on them, and which was differently ex-
pounded according to the different doctrinal inter-
ests of the several parties." 

And just so it would be in this case. Their 
union would be no real union, but only a confed-
eracy. 

But Senator Blair would contend that nothing 
of this kind could take place, because' he does 
not intend to have anything but the empty shell 
of religion taught. Following are the remarks 
which bear directly upon this question of religion 
in schools,in the Senator's speech in the Senate, 
December 21, 1888, made on the occasion of his 
calling the bill from the table to have it referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor :— 

"Of course the clause to require instruction to 
be given those between the ages of six and sixteen 
years, inclusive, in the common branches of knowl-
edge only, and in virtue, morality, and the princi-
ples of the Christian religion, brings up a question 
much discussed, and upon which the public mind 
is not settled. . . . 

'f It is said that this sort of instruction should be 
turned over to the clergy, to the chuiches, to other 
influences, to the family especially; but we all 
know, not perhaps mathematically, for we cannot 
settle it exactly, that there are not far from one-
third of the children of this country who never see 
the inside of a church, and who in their family re-
lations are so unfortunate as to have little, if any, 
training in the ordinary principles of virtue and 
morality. If it is indispensable that they have 
training in these ideas, that these ideas be im-
planted in the young mind with a view to safe and 
proper citizenship in the future, the instruction 
must be given by the public schools dependent on 
the power of the State. The preservation of the 
State demands it, and self-preservation is the first 
law of nature to the State as of individuals. 

"In regard to the general principles of the Chris-
tian religion, no one but a bigot would think of 
having introduced into the public schools instruc-
tion in any form of sectarianism; but a knowledge 
of the Christian religion, even if there be no en-
forcement of those truths upon the Conviction and 
belief of the child, instruction in those principles, 
a statement or explanation of what they are, 
exactly as instruction is given in the principles of 
arithmetic and geography, and any of the common 
branches of science, is exceedingly desirable and im-
portant for every citizen to possess, whether he ap-
plies the principle in his personal conduct or not, 
because they are the warp and woof, the very fab-
ric of society, of the surroundings in which he 
lives, the basis of our customs and laws, and of the 
conduct of life. These general principles are ex-
ceedingly essential and important not only to apply 
in personal conduct, but a knowledge of them 
should be possessed by anyone who is to enter 
successfully into the ordinary competitions and re-
lations of life. There never was a great Nation 
yet which was without an affirmative religious be-
lief and practice—a religion which was the source 
and aspiration of perhaps the noblest deeds of the 
people." 

The Senator well says that this is a question 
upon which "the public mind is not settled."  

May it be long before it becomes settled upon the 
side which he advocates. As to his argument, 
we wish to say:- 

1. Virtually admitting that the churches are 
the bodies to teach the principles of the Christian 
religion, which is true, since they are organized 
for that purpose and for no other, he would give 
that work to schools supported by. the State. 
Thus he would have the schools do the work of 
the churches. He would have the State support 
the work of the church, only that work would be 
done in the school-houses instead of in the church 
buildings. But it makes no difference where the 
work is done, whether in the churches, the school-
houses, or in the woods ; when the State carries on 
the work of the church, you have simply a State 
church. That is all there is of it. The State, 
under the working of the Blair amendment, will 
be a grand church school. 

"2. This amendment, according to Senator 
Blair's explanation—and he ought to know, for he 
made it—puts the State not only in the place of 
the parent, but above the parent. Take his ar-
gument that the State must educate the children 

•in religion, because so many of them never go to 
church. Now suppose the case of an infidel, or 
of a man who strongly dissents from the decree of 
the council. He refuses to send his children to a 
school where they will be taught what he believes 
to be error. And then the State must necessa-
rily, in the discharge of its duty as laid down by 
Mr. Blair, take that child away from its parents, 
and plake it where it can be educated in the re-
ligion of the State. Protestants have been justly 
indignant when such things have been done in 
countries where Catholicism was the religion of 
the State. Read the account given by Dowling 
(" History of Romanism," pp. 794-800) of the 
abduction of the boy Edgar Mortara, whose par-
ents, being Jews, naturally wanted to educate him 
in their own religion, but who was abducted, and 
brought up as a Catholic. That very thing 
might, and almost undoubtedly would be, repeated 
in this country if the Blair Educational Amend-
ment were adopted. This again marks it as a 
measure that would make this country a likeness 
of Papal governments. 	 E. J. W. 

- 	• 

 

THE Denver Republican states that a bill has 
passed the Colorado Senate providing that no one 
shall be compelled to observe Sunday as a day of 
rest, who makes it a practice to observe some other 
day, and says that the bill should be killed as a 
matter of course. We don't have any faith in 
exemption clauses, but the Republican's posi-
tion shows how utterly regardless of the rights 
of workingmen those are who clamor for Sunday 
legislation. Here is the situation : Without any 
Sunday law every workingman is free to work or 
to refuse to work, whenever he wishes. No one can 
force him to work on Sunday; and if it be true, 
as it is claimed, that the great majority of work-
ingmen want Sunday as a day of rest, then there 
would be very little danger of his losing his place. 
If the most of the workingmen want to rest on 
Sunday, then they have thematter in their own 
hands, and need no laws. This does no injustice 
to anybody, and leaves those free to work on Sun-
day who must work on that clay in order to get 
in the six days which are theirs by divine right. 

On the other hand, as soon as the Sunday law 
is passed and enforced, a good many working-
men are thrown out of employment, forced to 
quit work to gratify nothing but religious bigotry. 
For no matter how much they seek to evade it,  

the fact is that it is only at the instigation of the 
ministers and the church people that Sunday 
legislation is sought. If it were not for the fact 
that the intolerance of the thing has been shown 
up so much, there wmild be no pretense of any 
other basis for a Sunday law than that of religious 
'obligation. Next week We intend to show, from 
the testimony of the prime movers in this Sunday 
business, that all other reasons that are given for 
Sunday legislation are simply feints, to divert the 
minds of different classes of people from the real 
spirit of the movement. 

A Practical Lesson. 

IN the Christian Statesman of January 10, 
National Reform Secretary R. C. Wylie draws 
a practical lesson from the late election, for the 
benefit of the Prohibition party. He says that 
at the Indianapolis Convention the watch-word 
was, "A million votes for Fisk !" and that the 
Prohibition party were certain that Fisk and 
Brooks would receive " a million votes ;" and, that 
even the least sanguine would not put it beloiv 
h alf a million. But the returns show that only about 
250,000 votes were cast for the Prohibition nom-
inees. Now the lesson which Mr. Wylie wants 
the Prohibition party to learn is, Why this great 
falling off between the estimate and the reality? 
The reason of this, he claims, is that the Prohi-
bition party failed to acknowledge the authority 
of Christ and his law in their party platform. 
He says that two delegations, one from the 'Wom-
an's Christian Temperance Union and the other 
from the National Reform Association, went to 
Indianapolis to urge upon the Prohibition Con-
vention this very acknowledgment; that these 
delegations presented their cause, both in the 
convention and to the platform committee; but 
that instead of acknowledging Christ as the Na-
tion's ruler, they actually left out the• reference to 
his law, which they had put into the platform of 
1884. Hence their loss of the great number of 
votes. Therefore, he says:— 

" The first lesson for the Prohibitionists to learn 
is that the way to the White House is not made so 
short and easy as they supposed by ignoring 
Christ and his law." 

Whether the Prohibition party will consider 
itself instructed by such a lesson as this, we do 

- not know. But it seems that the National Re-
formers are becoming quite familiar with the use 
of their idea of the Saviour as a "divine politi- • 
cian," when they can attribute the loss of 750,000 
expected votes to His judgment upon a party for 
not being recognized in their political platform. 
If they would study the Saviour's word more, 
they would find there the statement that, "God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be 
saved." 

• • • • 
Against the Sunday-Rest Bill. 

THE San Francisco Examiner of February 22 
contained the following dispatch sent from Wash-
ington the day before :— 

" In the House of Representatives, Representative 
O'Donnell, presented to-day an enormous petition 
against the Sunday-Rest bill, which bears the sig-
natures of 230,000 Seventh-day Advbitists, in all 
parts of the country." 

That humble body known as Seventh-day Ad-
ventists must wonder 'how it has grown in one 
year from 25,000 to 230,000; for the last Year 
Book of that denomination gave its membership 



THE AmERIcAN SENTINEL. 	 59 

at 25,841 in ilhe United States. The Examiner 
reporter has given them more than 200,000 
members that do not belong to them. 

But the Examiner is not entirely wrong, for a 
great number of petitions against the Sunday-Rest 
bill have been presented to Congress. Over 250,-
000 signatures have been secured ; and the fact 
that there are not more than one-tenth of that 
number of Seventh-day Adventists in the United 
States, shows that the opposition to Sunday laws 
is not sectarian. It shows that there are many 
people in this country who believe in civil and 
religious liberty. 

Another thing should be remembered in this 
connection, and that is, that none of the signatures 
to the petitions are by proxy, nor are they what 
are known among Sunday-law advocates as "rep-
resentative signatures." Every signature on those 
petitions represents an individual. More than 
this, every signature indicates that some adult 
person has with his own hand signed the remon-
strance. 

Of the more than 250,000 signatures that have 
'ken obtained, more than 36,000 have been 
obtained in California. We know one man who 
has secured the signatures of more than 1,300 
voters in a single California town of about 7,000 
inhabitants. It may be added that there are not 
fifty Seventh-day Adventists in that town, count-
ing women and children. 

But there are more than 250,000 adults who 
are opposed to the Sunday-Rest bill. In many 
places no effort whatever has been made to secure 
signatures to the petition against it, and nothing 
whatever was done until within the last three 
months. The records show that nothing like this 
number of individual signatures has been secured 
for the petitions in favor of the bill. 

Only the Name, Not the Power. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Carrier Dove says :— 
"1 say it in all seriousness, there is no name un-

der hejLven, the power of which we as a progressive 
people have greater reason to fear, than the name 
of Jesus, as used by religious people. It is the ral-
lying-cry under which they are striving to unite 
Church and State; the claim is that he shall be 
the ruler of, not only this, but all Nations; the 
Sabbath bill is being backed by the power of Jesus' 
name, and step by step we are thus being deprived 
of our liberties." 

This is only one of the things that the National 
Reformers and their allies are responsible for; but 
this is enough to stamp their whole scheme as an-
tichristian. While they profess that theirs is a 
Christian movement, there is nothing else in the 
world that is doing so much to bring Christianity 
into disrepute. Just as the false Christianity of 
the Roman Catholic Church, which was accepted 
as true Christianity, was responsible for the infidel-
ity of Paine and Voltaire, so this professed Na-
tional Reform, which will be taken by many as 
being just what it pretends to be,—an exhibition 
of real Christianity,—will disgust many with the 
very name of Christ and Christianity. 

We can tell our neighbor that although the 
name of Jesus is used very often by these would-
be reformers, "the power of Jesus' name" is alto-
gether wanting. It matters not how much they 
may claim that he is to'be king of this Nation, he 
himself has declared, "My kingdom is not of this 
world." The power of Jesus' name has never 
been exercised except for the benefit of the human 
race; but the mere name, the sound, has been 
used to back up crimes that would almost make  

a demon blush. It was the power of his name 
that healed the sick and raised the dead, in the 
days of the apostles. When, however, the sons of 
one Sceva, a Jew, thought to accomplish the same 
Wonders that the apostle did, by calling the name 
of Jesus over one possessed with a devil, the de-
mon overcame them, and drove them from the 
house naked and wounded, proving to them that 
the name of Jesus without the power could ac-
complish nothing towards diminishing the woes of 
the world. National Reformers should learn a 
lesson from the seven sons of Sceva. 

The "power of Jesus' name " has done more 
than to raise the dead; it has enabled men to re-
sist the strivings of appetite and passion, has de-
livered them from the bondage of vice and sin, so 
that they have stood free men, pure and clean, 
changed so greatly as scarcely to be able to recog-
nize themselves. The power of the name of Je-
sus can and does diminish sin; but nobody can 
apply that power but Jesus himself. When men 
attempt to diminish sin by law, using the name 
of Jesus, they will find that they only increase it. 
Jesus does not have any vicegerents in this world, 
and his reign is a reign' of love. National Re-. 
form Christianity is of the kind described by the 
apostle Paul, when he says that in the last days 
men shall be "lovers of their own selves;" etc., 
"having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof." From such we are exhorted to 
"turn away." 	 E. J. W. 

The Sunday Petition Socialistic. 

A GOOD deal of effort is being made, especially 
by certain preachers, to discredit the opposition 
of the SENTINEL to the Blair Bill by classing us 
with Socialists. There probably are some Social-
ists who are opposed to the bill; but though the 
Socialists should oppose what the SENTINEL op-
poses, that does not make the SENTINEL a Social-
istic journal. It is not a sufficient answer to our 
opposition to say that certain other classes oppose 
the bill. We know that the principles which un-
derlie our opposition to the Blair bill are not So- 
cialistic. We also know that the principles upon 
which the bill is advocated, and by which the 
support of certain classes is gained, are essentially 
Socialistic. This we propose to prove. 

Much has been made of the petition of the 
Knights of Labor. But the Knights of Labor 
never took any such step except at the solicita-
tion of Doctor Crafts. The Blair bill had been 
scarcely introduced before Mr. Crafts made a trip 
to Chicago and other cities, soliciting the sup-
port of the Knights of Labor. Instead of their 
petitioning for a Sunday law, the object of it had 
to be explained, and objections answered before 
they could even be brought to support it. The 
object of the petition for the Blair bill was ex-
plained by Dr. Crafts to the Central Labor Union 
of New York, and its indorsement secured. The 
Central Labor Union embraces a number of la-
bor organizations, and the Christian Union de-
clares the Central Labor Union to be. a " radically 
Socialistic" organization. This, in itself, would 
not be particularly significant were it not for the 
fact that the arguments which Dr. Crafts presents 
to these organizations to gain their support are 
entirely Socialistic. Nor are these confined to Dr. 
Crafts. Other leaders of the movement also ad-
vocate the same principles. 

Dr. Crafts went to the General Assembly of the 
Knights of Labor at Indianapolis last November 
to get the delegates there to indorse the petition 
for the passage of the Blair Sunday bill. A re- 

port of his speech was printed in the Journal of 
United Labor, the official journal of the Knights 
of Labor of America, Thursday, November 29, 
1888. He said to them there 

" Having carefully read and re-read your 'dec-
laration of principles' and your constitution,' 
and having watched with interest the brave yet 
conservative shots of your Powderly at intemper-
ance and other great evils, I have found myself 
so closely in accord with you that I have almost 
decided to become a Knight of Labor myself. If 
I do not it will be only because I believe I can 
advance your principles' better as an outside 
ally." 

The following question was asked by one of the 
Knights:— 

" Would it not be the best way to stop Sunday 
trains to have the Government own and control 
the railroads altogether, as the Knights advo-
cate ?" 

Dr. Crafts answered: "I believe in that. 
Perhaps the best way to begin the discussion of 
Government control for seven days per week is to 
discuss this bill for Government control on one 
day. If the railroads refuse the little we now 
ask, the people will be the more ready to take 
control altogether." 

The Knights of Labor advocate the doctrine 
that the Government shall take control of all the 
railroads in the country, and hire all the idle men 
in the country at regular railroad wages, and run 
the roads, as it now runs the Post-office Depart-
ment, without reference to the question whether 
anything is made or lost by the Government. 
This is what gave rise to the above question. 
Dr. Crafts proposes to play into the hands of 
that kind of an element by making the bid for 
their support, that if they will help the Sunday 
workers get Government control of the railroads 
one day in the week, then the Sunday-law work- .  
ers will help the Knights to get Government con-
trol every day in the week. Another question 
that was discussed both there and at the Conven-
tion of Locomotive Engineers at Richmond, Va., 
was the following:— 

" Will not one day less work per week mean 
one-seventh less wages?" 

The response to this was as follows :— 
"As much railroad work as is done in seven 

days can be done in six days, and done better, 
because of the better condition of the men. And 
on this ground the engineers would be sustained 
in demanding, and if necessary compelling, the 
railroad company, to so re-adjust the pay schedule 
that the men will be paid as much as at present." 

That is to say, that Dr. Crafts and the Sun-
day-law workers propose to stand in with the la-
boring men to compel employers to pay seven 
days' wages for six days' work. This is made cer-
tain by the following petition to the State Legisla-
tures, which is being circulated everywhere with 
the petition for the Blair bill:— 

"To the State Senate (or House):—The under-
signed earnestly petition your honorable body to 
pass a bill forbidding anyone to hire another, or to 
be hired for more than six days in any week; ex-
cept in domestic service, and the care of the sick; 
in order that those whom law or custom permits to 
work on Sunday may be protected in their right to 
some other weekly rest-day, and in their right to 
a week's wages for six days' work." 

Now a week consists of seven days. A week's 
wages for six days' work is seven days' wages for 
six days' work. This petition asks the Legislatures 
of all the States to pass a law protecting em-
ployes in their right to seven days' wages for six 
days' work. No man in this world has any right 
to seven days' wages for six days' work. If he 
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has a right to seven days' wages for six days' 
work, then he has an equal right to six days' 
wages for five days' work; and to five days' wages 
for four days' work; and to four days' wages for 
three days' work; to three days' wages for two 
days' work ; to two days' wages for one day's work ; 
and to one day's wages for no work at all. This 
is precis* what the proposition amounts to. For 
in proposing to pay seven days' wages for six days' 
work, it does propose to pay one day's wages for 
no work. But if a man is entitled to one day's 
wages for doing nothing, why stop with one day? 
Why not go on and pa, him full wages every day 
for doing nothing? 

But it may be argued that we have misinter-
preted the meaning of the petition; that, as it 
asks that nobody be allowed to hire another for 
more than six days of any week, it may mean 
only that six days are to compose a week; and 
that it is a week's wages of six days only that is 
to be paid for six days' work. That is not the mean-
ing of the petition. It is not the intention of 
those who are gaining the support of the Knights 
of Labor by inventing and circulating the peti-
tion. At the hearing on the Sunday bill before 
the United States Senate Committee on Educa-
tion and Labor, December 13, 1888, Dr. George 
Elliott, pastor of the Foundry Methodist Church, 
Washington City, was speaking in favor of the 
bill. Senator Call asked him this question :— 

" Do you propose that Congress shall make pro-
vision to pay the people in the employ of the Gov-
ernment who are exempted on Sunday, for Sunday 
work?" 

Mr. Elliott—" I expect you to give them ade-
quate compensation." 

Senator Call—"Do you propose that the same 
amount shall be paid for six days' work as fin. 
seven ?" 

Mr. Elliott—"I do; for the reason that we be-
lieve these employes can do all the work that is to 
be done in six days. And if they do all the work, 
they ought to have all the pay." 

There it is in plain, unmistakable words, that 
they deliberately propose to have laws, State and 
National, which shall compel employers to pay 
seven days' wages for six days' work. This is 
sheer Socialism; it is the very essence of Socialism. 
No wonder they gained the unanimous indorse-
ment of the Convention of the Knights of Labor, 
and of the Locomotive Engineers, and the Social-
istic Labor Union of New York City, by propos-
ing to pay them good wages for doing nothing. 

But this is not all. The Knights of Labor not 
only accept the proposition, but they carry it 
farther, and logically too. This principle has 
been advocated for some time by the Knights of 
Labor in demanding ten hours' pay for eight 
hours' work, virtually two, hours' pay for doing 
nothing. The Christian Union and the Catholic 
Review propose to help the workingmen secure 
their demanded eight-hour law, and then have 
the workingmen help to get the six-day law by for-
bidding all work on Sunday. Dr. Crafts and Dr. 
Elliott go a step farther, and propose to secure 
the support of the workingmen by having laws 
enacted compelling employers to pay them full 
wages on Sunday for doing nothing. But the 
Knights of Labor do not propose to stop with 
this. The same copy of the Journal of United 
Labor which contained Dr. Crafts's speech, con-
tained the following in an editorial upon this 
point :— 

" Why should not such a law be enacted? All 
the work now performed each week could easily be 
accomplished in five days of eight hours each if 
employment were given to the host of willing  

idle men who are now walking the streets. It is a 
clime to force one portion of a community to kill 
themselves by overwork, while another portion of 
the same people are suffering from privation and 
hunger, with no opportunity to labor. The speech 
of the Rev. Mr. Crafts, published elsewhere, fur-
nishes an abundance of argument as to why such 
a law should be put in force." 

So when the Sunday-law advocates propose to 
pay a week's wages for six days' work of eight 
hours each, because all the work can be done in 
six days that is now done in seven, then the 
Knights of Labor propose to have a week's wages 
for five days' work, because, by employing all 
the idle men, all the work that is now done in 
seven days can be done in five. And as Dr. El-
liott has said, "If they do all the work, they 
ought to have all the pay." But if a week's 
wages are to be paid for five days' work of eight 
hours each, that is to say, if two days' wages can 
rightly be paid for no work at all, why should 
the thing be stopped there? If the Government 
is to take control of the railroads all the time in 
order to pay two days' wages for doing nothing, 
and if the States are to enact laws compelling 
employers to pay employes two days' wages for 
doing nothing, then why shall not the Govern-
ment, both State and National, take possession of 
everything, and pay the laboring men full wages 
all the time for doing nothing? For if men 
have the right to one day's wages for no work, 
where is the limit to the exercise of that right ? 
The fact of the matter is that there is no limit. If a 
man is entitled to wages for doing nothing part of the 
time, he is entitled to wages for doing nothing all 
the time. And the principle upon which Dr. Crafts 
and his other Sunday-law confreres gain ,the 
support of the workingmen to the Blair Sunday 
bill is nothing at all but the principle of down-
right Socialism. 

NOTE.—The statement of the Christian Union 
referred to above is as follows :— 

"It is very clear that if our Sabbath is to be 
preserved at all—and we are sanguine of its pres-

.ervation—the non-religious sentiment of the coun- ' 
try must be brought in to re-inforce the religious 
demand for Sabbath rest, and it is increasingly 
evident that this is entirely practicable. And, curi-
ously, what renders this practicable is that horrid 
' Socialism ' which keeps some good people lying 
awake o' nights in fear and trembling. One of the 
Sabbath Committee in Philadelphia is, indeed, rep-
resented as relying `upon the law of the Sabbath 
as promulgated by the Creator.' But the majority 
of Americans, including large proportions of those 
who are most desirous of preserving the Sabbath, 
will never consent to see a purely religious obliga-
tion enforced by civil penalties. On the other 
hand, pure individualism affords an entirely ade-
quate legal basis for anything like adequate 
Sabbath legislation. . 	. Modern, and, if 
our readers please so to regard it, Socialistic polit-
ical economy . . . holds that the community 
has a right to act as a unit ; . . . it has a right 
to fix upon a legal holiday or an eight-hour standard 
for the normal labor day—if it judge this best. 
In short, no eight-hour man can consistently deny 
the right of society to maintain a Sabbath by legal 
provisions; and . . . no advocate of Sabbath 
laws, unless he maintains the right of the State to 
establish a purely religious observance, can consist- 
ently deny the right of the community to fix a 
normal labor day; . . . and Christian Social-
ism finds a place for both." 

The statement of the Catholic Review, also re-
ferred to, is as follows:— 

"The time is near at hand when those who have 
so warmly advocated eight hours as a workman's 
day will find it necessary to agitate for six days 
as a workman's week. If the labor organizations  

are really anxious for an issue on which they can 
have the help of the vast majority of the Ameri-
can people, let them take up this of Sunday labor. 
They will find enormous obstacles to contend with 
in the widespread avarice of the non-Catholic 
workingmen as well as of the capitalists. If the limit 
of a day's labor to eight hours is calculated to re-
strain the overproduction to which they object, 
the cessation of Sunday labor, which is now car-
ried on to an extent enormously in excess of 
what the general public is disposed to believe, 
would exercise a still further restraint in this 
direction." 	 A. T. J. 

What Does It Mean ? 

WHAT means the introduction of a Sunday 
bill and a resolution for a change of the Consti-
tution by Senator Blair, so as to secure certain 
religious observances, and the first and second 
reading of that bill in the Senate without a dis-
senting vote ? 

What means the petition favoring the passage 
of the bill:circulated in our streets and the pre= 
sentation of the names of 5,000,000 petitioners 
by the National Reform Association, the Evangel. 
ical Alliance, and the W. C. T. U., for the enact-
ment of those laws? 

What means the invitation to the Catholic 
Church, by the National Reform League, to co-
operate in these measures? 

What means the command of Pope Leo XIII., 
that all Catholics should do all in their power to 
cause the constitutions of States and legislation to 
be modeled on the principle of the true church? 

What means Cardinal Gibbons, a prominent 
Catholic, being taken as an exponent of 7,200,000 
Catholics in favor of the'proposed measures? 

Does it not mean a gigantic conspiracy to 
revolutionize our Government, and in its stead to 
establish a theocracy, or ecclesiastical Govern-
ment?—Alexandria (Minn.), Post. 
	.-... 	 

False Religion Not Incompatible with 
Good Citizenship. 

IT is possible that a religion may be at variance 
with common sense and with the word of God, 
and yet so far as civil society is concerned, be per-
fectly harmless. For instance, some may believe 
that the body and blood of Christ are, in con-
tradiction to their senses, verily and indeed taken 
by the faithful in the Lord's Supper, and yet be 
as temperate, upright and beneficent as their 
neighbors who believe that the bread and wine in 
that ordinance are merely symbols of the body 
and blood of Christ. Again, some may be pleased 
to have other gods besides Jehovah, the living 
and true God, in opposition to the first pre-
cept of the decalogue; and some may go a step 
further, and have pictures and images of God, in 
defiance of the second, and yet be as good citizens 
as the most rigid Unitarians, or the most ortho-
dox Calvinists. Probably some of my readers begin 
to think that this is carrying toleration too far, 
and that the writer is criminally indifferent to the 
honor of God; and yet, perhaps, there is not one 
of all these who is not in the daily habit of break-
ing the third commandment, by taking the sacred 
name in vain! 

"Religion is the cause of God, and it is at our 
peril that we neglect to support it." And does it 
follow, that we are Jo support it: by whatever 
means the devil, or his emissaries; may suggest? 
If we make a distinction between what is divine 
and what is.human, we ought much more to dis-
tinguish between what is divine, and what is in-
fernal. Do we serve God, that God who is good 
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to all, and whose tender mercy is over all his 
works—who, when he was importuned to reveal 
his glory, declared himself the Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abundant in goodness and truth ; that God, all 
Whose perfections are but different forms of love—
by making him guilty of a religion, dark and 
lowering as a thunder-storm, which blasts and 
desolates the earth as it advances? Can this be 
that religion which was ushered into the world 
with "glory to God in the highest; peace . on 
earth ; and good-will towards men"? Granted, 
"genuine religion is the cause of God ;" and this 
great truth furnishes many arguments against 
every species of persecution. 

"Is, then, every ridiculous vagary on which 
the human mind may light, to be tolerated in re-
ligion?" Why not? Considered in a political 
point of view, there is not a worse, in a religious 
point of view, not a more absurd, vagary than 
intolerance ; and the, tendency of intolerance, to 
give consistence and perpetuity to the fleeting 
shades of mental weakness, may be received as a 
good cirgumentum ad hominem, by those who think 
it may be employed to promote truth and uni-
formity.--- Clarke's History of Intolerance. 

Upon What It Is Founded. 

"THE Sabbath," says the Lutheran Observer, 
"is founded upon the constitution of man. It was 
ordained at the creation to supply his physical 
and moral wants, not . only during his state of 
innocence in Eden, but also after the fall and 
whemscatteied over the face of the earth. De-
manded by the well-being of the family, its insti-
tution immediately succeeded that of marriage; 
and promotive of the best interests of Nations, it 
was enacted as a Civil statute, and enforced by 
moral and legal sanctions, as well as by disci-
plinary. chastisements." 

So far as physical rest is concerned, one day is 
just'• as good as another, and very many people 
manage to get along very well without any stated 
day of rest at all. But the matter of physical 
rest is dwelt upon so much for the reason that to 
say aught of the memorial character of the Sab-
bath is to call attention at once to the fact that 
the day generally observed as the Sabbath has no 
claims whatever to be regarded as such. The 
,Sabbath was ordained primarily as the memorial 
of creation, and in this respect no other day can 
possibly take its place. 

But the evident intent of the Observer's remarks 
is to show that Sunday keeping ought to be en-
forced by law; and on the surface there is a 
degree of plausibility in the theory, for under the 
Jewish theocracy Sabbath keeping was enforced 
by legal sanctions, but so was the worship of God. 
Concerning the day of atonement we read: "For 
whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in 
that same day, he shall be cut off from among his 
people." Lev. 23: 29. But does the Observer 
think that people should now be put to death for 
failing to worship God according to his appoint-
ment? If not, why not? Certainly no reason can 
be urged against the one which could not be with 
equal force against the other. 

If, however, such penalties were inflicted in 
these days, who would decide when they should 
be inflicted, and upon whom they should be in-
flicted? Manifestly the strongest party. In 
Catholic countries Protestants would be punished 
for alleged violation of the divine law, while in 
Protestant countries Romanists would suffer like  

penalties for not doing the same things. And not 
only so, but the various sects of Protestants would 
war among themselves, each invoking the powers 
of the law against the other, all fully believing 
they were doing GOd's service. Does not the 
Observer know that invoking the legal enforce-
ment of any religious duty upon which men differ; 
as, for instance, the binding obligation of the 
seventh or the first days of the week, and making 
this or any other religious question a matter of 
law, is to empower men to decide what is the true 
faith? Can we afford to do it in this country? 

Sunday Legislation in Illinois. 

-A BILL was introduced in the House of the 
Illinois Legislature January 25, which is another 
evidence of the drift toward enforcing religious 
beliefs by civil law. Notwithstanding the fact 
that the constitution of Illinois provides for the 
"free exercise and enjoyment of religious profes-
sions and worship, without discrimination," these 
apostles of church and State want to compel, con-
trary to the supreme law of the State, the observ-
ance of a religious institution. Following are the 
first two sections of the bill:— 

" SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the people of the 
State of Illinois, represented in the General As-
sembly, That whoever shall keep open on Sunday 
any shop, store, factory, or other public place, for 
the manufacture, or preparation, or packing, or sale, 
or other disposition of any goods, wares, or merchan-
dise, except as in this act expressly provided, shall 
be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof shall be fined in a sum not less 
than fifty, nor more than five hundred dollars, for 
each offense, and shall be committed to the com-
mon jail, till the fines and costs are paid. 

" iSECTION 2. Whoever shall procure, or permit to 
be employed in any secular business on Sunday in 
any of the places mentioned in section 1 of this 
act, any clerk, workman, or other person, except 
as in this act expressly permitted, shall be deemed 
guilty of a like misdemeanor, and shall suffer the 
like penalty as is prescribed in the foregoing sec-
tion." 

These sections prohibit only a certain class of 
labor. However, the mover of the bill says pri-
vately that it does not cover all they want. But 
if they make the bill too sweeping on the start, they 
fear it will be defeated; and he thinks that half a 
loaf is better than no bread. This will prove a 
stepping-stone toward getting stronger legislation 
in the future in favor of Sunday. True to the 
watchword of Sunday-law advocates, the standard 
of the ideal Puritan Sunday is erected in the back-
ground, and they try to lead us on cautiously, step 
by step, till we shall be hemmed in on all sides, 
and the only thing allowable on Sunday will be 
to go to church to listen to the lengthy disquisi-
tion of some prosy divine. But even as an in-
itiatory measure, on the class the bill touches, it 
imposes a fine that would soon use up a small 
fortune. The author of the bill frankly stated to 
me that it was intended to protect the religious in-
terests of Sunday. It seems strange to hear men 
talk of imposing such fines if we refuse to observe 
in sacred style a dogma of disputed origin in the 
Christian church. Think of it ! from fifty to 
five hundred dollars! Would it not be well be-
fore making such laws in favor of what lie thinks 
to be the Christian religion, to examine the rec-
ords to see if the Author of the Christian religion 
would be in harmony with such action ? 

According to these sections of the bill, the of-
fender "shall be deemed guilty of high misde-
meanor." The criminal code of the Illinois statutes 
divides offenses into " felonies," " misdemeanors,"  

and " in fainous crimes," but I do not find anything 
referring "to high misdemeanor." In view of the 
fact that this is only a "stepping-stone "to the legis-
lation they want in favor of Sunday, I suppose it 
was deemed unwise to call a violation of this act 
either " felony " or " infamous crimes." And yet 
the simple term of " misdemeanor " in the statutes 
is not strong enough, so the term " high misde-
meanor " must be used. The " Library of Uni-
versal Knowledge " defines " high misdemeanor" 
as " an offense short of, but closely bordering on, 
treason." And in the Articles of Confederation 
between the original thirteen States (Art. 4) we 
have the expression, " If any person guilty of or 
charged with treason, felony, or other high mis-
demeanor," etc., thus associating " high misde-
meanor" with treason and felony. Fellow-citi-
zens, are we ready to be classed with those guilty 
of the infamous crime of treason just because we 
choose to dissent from the idea of observing a 
religious institution, no matter whether we are 
conscientious about it or not? God does not in 
the Christian dispensation delegate to anyone the 
authority to inflict temporal punishment on the 
violators of his law. Would it not be well for 
these would-be defenders of the Christian religion 
to be more moderate in their proposed enact-
ments ? The third section is as follows :— 

" SECTION 3. This act shall not apply to the print-
ing or circulation of newspapers, nor to the sale of 
medicine, nor to the delivery of milk, nor to the 
running of railroad or street-cars, or other means 
for the necessary transportation of the people for 
all lawful purposes, nor to the circulation of proper 
books, tracts, or papers, nor to any other work of 
necessity or.charity. In case of any question 
whether any particular work be a work of necessity 
or charity, any person may apply to any court hav-
ing equity jurisdiction, to enjoin the same, and 
upon such application the question aforesaid shall 
be determined." 

This section very graciously exempts news-
paper men, druggists, milkmen, and railroad and 
street-cars, because, as the father of the bill says, 
they do not care to have the opposition of these 
industries at present. After they get the bill 
passed, they will be able to use it as a lever to 
get stricter legislation, and stop everything on 
Sunday. But the worst feature of this section 
is the loose way in which it leaves works of 
" necessity or charity." The bill says that " in 
case of any question whether any particular 
work be a work of necessity or charity, any per-
son may apply to any court having equity juris-
diction, to enjoin the same, and upon such appli-
cation the question aforesaid shall be determined." 
We are here informed that there really are works 
of necessity and charity. But the only way to 
find out " in case of any question whether any 
particular work be a work of necessity or charity" 
is to go ahead, do the work, and be subject to the 
caprice of any person who wishes to " apply to any 
court having equity jurisdiction, to enjoin the 
same," and by a suit at law have the matter de-
termined. Our statutes should be so fraMed that 
we may know what is lawful and what is not, 
without first having to do some deed and be "en-
joined," and have a lawsuit in order to ascertain 
what the law is. Such a law would be expected, 
from a tyrant, but is not becoming to a free people. 
An article in the special edition of the October 
SENTINEL, entitled, "The Savor of Tyranny," is 
to the point here, and we request all our readers 
who have not a copy of the paper to send and 
get it. The article is well worth reading and re-
reading. The bill continues:— 
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" SECTION 4. In addition to the penalties in this 
act provided, the several remedies hereinafter spec-
ified may be had, for any offense described in this 
act. A fine not exceeding $200 may be recovered 
in a common suit, before a justice of the peace or 
police magistrate commenced by summons in the 
name of the people of this state, on the relation of 
any person who may make complaint. Each and 
every of the offenses described in this act is hereby 
declared to be a nuisance, and it shall be the duty 
of all courts of equity in this State upon the 
proper application, to enjoin and prohibit the same, 
and no bond shall be required of the complainant 
in such a case. A bill, or petition for injunction, 
may be filed, by any person aggrieved, either in his 
own name, or in the name of the people on his re-
lation." 

This section endeavors to provide "remedies." 
But instead of remedies it furnishes the most un-
obstructed liberty to those who may desire to show 
their religious zeal by harassing those who may 
not desire to observe Sunday so strictly as their 
Puritan neighbors. Chapter 69, paragraph 9, of the 
Illinois statutes, under the caption of" Injunctions," 
reads : "In all other cases [except injunctions to en-
join a judgment], before an injunction shall issue, 
the complainant shall give bond in such penalty, 
and upon such condition and with such security as 
may be required by the court, judge, or master 
granting or ordering the injunction, provided bond 
need not be required when, for good cause shown, 
the court, judge, or master is of opinion that the 
injunction ought to be granted without bond." 

This provides that in case a person has an in-
junction served on him or is enjoined to cease 
doing anything, the person so enjoining shall be 
required to give bonds to cover the damage done 
the defendant, in case the injunction'proves to be 
unjust. For instance: A man is building a house, 
and his neighbor concludes that when the struct-
ure is up it will prove a damage to him. So he 
has an injunction issued to have the building 
stopped. This will necessitate the stoppage of 
all the hands on the building, and everything in 
connection with its erection must cease. Anyone 
can see that this would involve a big expense to 
the builder. To cover the damage thus accrued, 
in case the injunction proves to be unjust, the law 
requires that the complainant shall give bonds. 

If such bonds were not required, we should be 
exposed to the caprice and malice of any unprin-
cipled person who might, to annoy us, keep asking 
a continuous round of injunctions on the pretext 
of various " grievances." This would not only be 
very annoying, but would involve much expense 
on the part of the person enjoined. But the 
statute, to prevent such annoyance and injustice, 
provides that bonds must be given, except in cases 
where " the couri„ judge, or master is of opinion 
that the injunction ought to be granted without 
bond." The framer of this Sunday bill would 
claim, perhaps, that it should come under this 
provision of the statute, thinking that Sunday 
desecration is so clear an offense as to require no 
bonds. But he was not so clear on the subject 
when he Was framing section 3, for there we are 
left in doubt as to what are works of " necessity or 
charity." And the only way to find out what such 
works are is to get "enjoined" and go before the 
court for a decision. Could anything be worse? 
Leave a law so loose that we can't tell just what 
it means, and then have the effrontery to presume 
that an injunction provided by such law was so 
obvious and palpably clear that the complainant, 
no matter who, if he be only " aggrieved, " may 
pray for an injunction without giving bonds ! 

There are diversities of opinion in regard to 
works of " necessity or charity," as well as works 

of privilege among many who observe Sunday; 
and there is also a respectable class of Christians 
who do not believe in keeping Sunday at all, but 
observe the original Sabbath or Saturday. And 
Still Outside of these there is a large number who 
claim the privilege of skepticism in regard to all 

' religious beliefs, and consequently have no con-
science upon any sabbath. All of these classes 
have a right to protection in a civil government, 
and none should be allowed to set up his con-
science as a standard, and compel the rest to come 
to it. But this bill, if passed, would allow the 
narrowest-minded zealot in the land to harass 
with impunity his less enthusiastic neighbor. For, 
mark you, "any person aggrieved" may file a 
petition for injunction without giving bond for 
the same. It will surprise us to learn how easy 
some persons are " aggrieved " on this subject. 
When prominent clergymen within the last year 
of this enlightened nineteenth century will say, 
"Nothing outside of the home and the sanctuary is 
proper recreation for the Sabbath-day," and, " Oh, 
for a breath of the Puritan!" anyone can 
see that they are only waiting for such laws as 
the foregoing to furnish them the unobstructed 
opportunity of making their ideas and desires felt. 
The above is only a sample of the kind of legisla-
tion that is being asked in so many places in favor 
of Sunday. Again, fellow-citizens, let me ask, 
Are you ready to accept such laws and be subject 
to the intolerance of religious bigots who are even 
in our enlightened day clamoring for law that 
they may compel, under pains and penalties, the 
observance of religious dogmas? The bill closes 
thus:— 

" SECTION 5. Subject to the provisions of this act, 
and of other laws of this State, all persons may 
spend Sunday in any orderly and peaceable man-
ner, as they deem proper, and no person shall be 
prosecuted, harassed, or annoyed under color of 
this act for anything done on Sunday, which is not 
prohibited by some law or ordinance, or which is 
not in its nature offensive and contrary to the 
peace' and good order of society." 

This section would seem to give some privileges 
after all in advance of the "Puritan Sabbath." 
But take the bill as a whole, and how much is 
not prohibited by some law or ordinance? Sec-
tion three makes everything unlawful on Sunday 
except circulating books, tracts, and papers, the 
sale of medicine, the delivery of milk, and the 
running of railroad and street-cars and "works of 
necessity or charity;" and we are assured that this 
law is only an initiatory step toward the stricter 
legislation that is to follow later on. And while 
this last section might seem at first to soften the 
whole bill, yet in reality it is only a blind to lead 
us into the narrow confines of the ideal of the 
Puritans. 

Even if all were settled in regard to Sunday 
being the right day to observe as the Sabbath, the 
-words of' Him who said, "My kingdom is not of this 
world," would forever forbid us to enforce by civil 
enactment any religious institution. And with 
all the history of religious intolerance coming to 
our minds, are we ready to be drawn into the 
same thing again? The great clamor at the 
present time for civil law to enforce religious be-
liefs and observances, should arouse every Amer-
ican citizen from his feeling of security, and cause 
him to consider whether he is ready to submit to 
all the intolerance resultant upon a union of 
Church and State. 	 A. O. TAIT. 
	« 	 

CONGRESS shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof— U. S. Constitution. 

THE Denver Republican says: "The State 
names Sunday as a day of rest by the same 
power that it names the Fourth of July as a legal 
holiday." Then why does the State treat Sunday 
so much differently from the Fourth of July ? It 
compels people to rest on Sunday, whether they 
want to or not, but it leaves them free to do just 
as they please on the Fourth of July. Anybody 
can see that it is not the exercise of the same 
power in each case. There is all the difference in 
the world. No one complains that Sunday is 
made a legal holiday, although it commemorates 
nothing in connection with the State; but the 
Sunday-law people are not satisfied with that. 
They do not want it made such a holiday as the 
Fourth of July. Just let somebody introduce a 
bill into Congress, providing that everybody should 
celebrate the Fourth of July in a certain way, and 
that nobody should do any work upon it, and 
there would be a protest against such unjust in-
terference with people's rights. Much as we 
honor the Declaration of Independence, such an 
act as that would show that the principles of the 
Declaration of Independence had been forgotten, 
and so will a Sunday law. There is not one point in 
common between Sunday and the Fourth of July; 
and when the advocates of a Sunday law men-
tion the. National holiday as a precedent for Sun-
day legislation, they but make emphatic the fact 
that there is a feature in their work from which 
they would fain attract attention. 

THE Rev. S. M. Johnson, a Presbyterian pastor 
in Denver, spoke on Sunday, February 17, on 
the Sunday-closing movement, and in his dis-
course said:— 

" If we were to distinguish, we would say that 
it is unskilled laborers with whom the Sunday 
saloon has much to do. Many of them are em-
ployed as shovelers and diggers on the streets. 
They take a ten-cent lodging. It is good enough 
during the week, when the day is spent in hard 
work, and the men go to their rooms to sleep. But 
a ten-cent lodging is quite dreary when 'Sunday 
comes. How will they spend the day ? Go to 
Trinity to hear the great organ ? But how many 
churches in Denver would be inviting to those 
men ? Go to the Y. M. C. A. rooms? But they are 
too finely furnished to be home-like to such men. 
Where then? What other doors are open? The 
saloon doors." 

That is all true; but whose fault is it? .One 
of the proofs which Christ gave that he was the 
Christ was that he preached the gospel to the 
poor. But here we find a 'professed follower of 
Christ pleading for a civil law to keep the poor 
back from that to which the unchristlike posi-
tion of professed Christian workers has driven 
them. They want the State to do for these peo-
ple that which they ought to do, but are not 
willing to do. We commend to them the words 
quoted in another part of this paper from the 
Catholic American. 

a) .  le  

IN his essay on "Southey's Colloquies," Lord 
Macaulay said 

" The ark of God was never taken till it was 
surrounded by the arms of earthly defenders. In 
captivity, its sanctity was sufficient to vindicate 
it from insult, and to lay the hostile fiend pros-
trate on the threshold of his own temple. The 
real security of Christianity is to be found in its 
own benevolent morality, in its exquisite adapta-
tion to the human heart, in the facility with 
which its scheme accommodates itself to the ca-
pacity of every human intellect, in the consola-
tion which it brings to the house of mourning, in 
the light with which it brightens the great mys-
tery of the grave. To such a system it can bring 
no addition of dignity or of strength, that it is part 
and parcel of the common law." 
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THE Censor, a professedly Prohibition journal, 
published in Los Angeles, Cal., thus shows itself 
to be a strictly National Reform organ:— 

"The ten commandments are the basis of a per-
fect National Constitution, and the sermon on the 
mount and the Lord's prayer the model of a perfect 
city charter." 

We have no fault to find witlVhe ten com-
mandments, the sermon on the mount, or the 
Lord's prayer; they are perfect; but we should 
hate to live in a city governed by mortals, in 
which the sermon on the mount was taken as the 
charter. We should say, with King David: "Let 
me fall now into the hands of the Lord; for very 
great are his mercies; but let me not fall into the 
hands of man." 

THE Advance of February 21 thinks that 
"there is promise of good things in the announce-
ment that John Wanamaker is to be Postmaster-
General." It thinks that, as an active Sunday-
school worker, lie will use his influence to stop 
Sunday work in the Post-office Department of the 
Government, and says: "There is so much room , 
for improvement of this kind in the department 
that Mr. Wanamaker may look upon it as 
a wide field of religious usefulness." That caps 
the climax of cabinet speculations. If the 
ideas of some people could be carried out, the en-
tire Government would be simply a religious 
machine. The reader should not fail to note 
these unpremeditated admissions that legislation 
to stop the mails on Sunday is religious legislation. 

AT the Sunday mass-meeting in Denver, the 
Rev. Father Carr said :— 

" We know that there is less crime, lawlessness, 
and drunkenness in Denver than in any other city 
of its size in the Union. We know it, but how can 
we explain it to out Eastern friends, with the con-
dition of affairs as they now exist? Let me tell an 
Eastern friend that our saloons and gambling-places 
are open on Sunday, and he cannot understand how 
it is that the good order which I may at the same 
time claim, prevails." 

That is the latest excuse yet devised for a Sun-
day law, and it is about the thinnest. They have 
the best of order in Denver, with practically no 
Sunday law, but they want the Sunday law so that 
they can attribute the good order to it. The great 
plea for a Sunday law is on the ground that it will 
tend to peace and prosperity; but unfortunately 
for the argument, they have that condition of 
things already, and they are anxious to hurry up 
the Sunday law, or the enforcement of what they 
have, so that they can point to the good order 
that already exists, and say, "See the result of 
strict Sunday laws." This is sufficient to show 
that it is not in the interest of temperance that 
they are working, but it is just as certain that they 
are not working in the interest of religion, that is, 
if telling the truth is a part of religion. It is in-
deed a form of religion that they are working for, 
but a form of religion that has no connection with 
Christianity. 

THE New York preachers' meeting of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, embracing ministers 
in that denomination in New York and adjacent 
cities, at a recent session heartily indorsed the 
principles of the American Sunday Union, de-
claring that "its methods and plans, so far as they 
have been developed, are singularly wise and effi-
cient." No one can question but that its methods 
are "efficient," and they no doubt exhibit the 
wisdom of the serpent, in that they are crafty; 
but we are sure that a method by which one 
name is multiplied by 7,200,000, and a single 
church or other organization is represented three 
or four times over upon the strength of a vote 
by a few of them, is a manifestation of almost 
anything but the wisdom that comes from above. 
But then, such methods are "efficient," and that 
proves their wisdom. 

• • • 

THE Pearl of Days says that the practice of 
holding mass-meetings on Sunday, in the interest 
of labor, has resulted in a vigorous protest on the 
part of many workingmen in Cincinnati, and 
quotes from the Chicago Inter-Ocean to the effect 
that the Central Labor Union having called a 
meeting for Sunday, February 24, instead of 
February 22, as at first intended, a mass-meeting 
of trade unionists to protest against Sunday meet-
ings in general, and this one in particular, was 
appointed. The Inter-Ocean says that "the 
workingmen are nearly equally divided on this 
question." The Pearl of Days says : " We can 
but rejoice in this hopeful sign." Yes, but how 
does this tally with Mr. Crafts's statements that the 
Sunday-Rest bill was framed to satisfy the clamor 
of the workingman? This doesn't look as if the 
clamor had been very great. The most of the 
clamor has been stirred up by Mr Crafts himself. 

AT the anniversary dinner of the Catholic Club, 
in Philadelphia, Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop 
Corrigan, and Archbishop Ryan were present and 
made speeches. Among other things, Archbishop 
Ryan told of the meeting between a Protestant 
and the Pope, and how well pleased the two men 
were with each other, and said: "So many 
Protestants who have met the Pope, while not re-
ligiously Catholic, are personally Papists. He 
then continued:— 

" On the great dogmas we are all united. We 
have a common love for religion. In an age when 
society is threatened with grave dangers it is well 
that men who love Christianity and Christian civil-
ization should unite. I was glad to find when I 
came to Philadelphia that most of the public men 
were Christians, and I see no reason why on the 
great questions we may not agree." 

This speech was greeted with "great applause," 
therefore the National Reformers may take cour-
age. There is a growing prospect that their over-
tures to the Roman Catholic Church will not 
much longer be repulsed. 

PROTESTANT preachers inveigh against the 
Sunday newspapers, for the reason that the news-
papers keep people from church. The Sunday 
newspaper has become a popular necessity in this 
country; it has come to stay. That is a fact to 
be faced, whether you like it or not. Whatever 
the Sunday newspaper may be or may become, 
they must be poor preachers, poor churches, and 
poor creeds indeed which confess themselves 
beaten by a Sunday newspaper. There must be 
something radically wrong with them, as in truth 
there is. No Catholic priest would complain of 
the Sunday newspaper on the ground that it drew 
people away from mass and the sacraments of the  

Lord's day. Catholics, a comparatively small 
minority happily, do stay away from mass and 
the sacraments; but this grave sin of theirs is not 
owing to Sunday newspaper reading. It is be-
cause they have fallen into the habit of neglect-
ing what they know to be their duty ; Catholics 
read the newspapers on Sunday just as Protestants 
do; but the Catholic Churches, crowded at all 
the masses, as any inquirer may convince himself 
by visiting the churches, testify to the fact that 
newspaper reading affects in no wise Catholic 
faith and worship. The trouble of which the 
Protestant preachers complain does not lie with 
the newspapers, but with themselves, rather, their 
vague doctrinal teachings, and their soulless wor-
ship on empty altars.— Catholic American. 

Sentinels for Missionary Work. 

SIXTY assorted back numbers (four differ-
ent dates) of the AMERICAN SENTINEL sent post-
paid for $1.00. Just the paper to hand to yotir 
neighbor or mail to a friend. All about the Na-
tional Reform movement, the Sunday question, 
the Blair bills, etc. 

Cloth Bound Sentinels. 

WE have a few Vol. 3, 1888, monthly AMERI-
CAN SENTINELS, with index and special campaign 
number, bound in cloth, which we can send post-
paid for $1.00. Our complete three-year sets 
have all been sold. If you need Vol. 3 (in paper 
at 75 cents, or cloth at $1.00) send for it now, as 
they are nearly all sold. 

Agents Wanted. 

To canvass for the weekly AMERICAN SENTI-
NEL, at $1.00 per year, to whom liberal cash 
commissions will be paid. Send now for sample 
copy, terms to agents, etc. 

M. L. Huntley, secretary International Tract 
Society, Battle Creek, Mich., is general agent for 
all that territory lying south of Pennsylvania and 
the Ohio River, and east of the Mississippi River. 
Persons desiring to canvass in any State included 
in that territory will please apply to the secre-
tary mentioned above. 

Canvassers in any other States will write to the 
State T. and M. secretary of the State in which 
they wish to work, or to AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
1059 Castro Street, Oakland, Cal. 

Agents' complete canvassing outfit for the 
SENTINEL alone, consisting of sample copies of the 
paper, guarantee cards, circulars, terms to agents, 
etc., sent free. 

Agents' complete canvassing outfit, including a 
sample copy of the illustrated pamphlet, " Pro-
plied° Lights," post-paid, for 50 cents. 

Agents' complete canvassing outfit, including a 
sample copy of the illustrated, 500-page, cloth-
bound, popular edition of "Great Controversy," 
for $1.00. 
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