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Fqual and exact justice to all man, of whatever state or persuasion, religlous or political.—7homas Fefferson.
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As appears from the program, which we pub-
lish elsewhere, for the meeting of the Ivangel-
ical Alliance to be held in Boston early in De-
cember, considerable time is to be given to the
discussion of the question of. Sunday legislation.
All of Thursday is, it seems, to be devoted to
this subject, and if we mistake not, something
will be said on the same subject on Wednes-
day and Friday evenings. We shall watch the
proceedings of the Alliance with interest.

.
&

Tar Catholics of New Mexico are very indig-
nant because the new State constitution provides
that public schools be maintained on a non-
sectarian basis. In other words, they have got
the American-Sabbath-Union ideas of religious
despotism, and accordingly want their Roman
creed taught in the State schools to Protestants
and unbelievers alike—they certainly don’t mean
by “sectarian” that Protestantism shall be
taught. But why don’t they wait until Blair’s
-amendment to the U. 8. Consbitution carries.
That will inaugurate the scheme on a legal basis,
under which ‘the children will be compelled to
imbibe a corrupt State religion.—Moral and Sei-
entific Companion.
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Tugr Christion Standard (Cincinnati) criticises
the so-called American Sabbath Union thus:—

“ 1t is unfortunate that so respectable an association,
organized for the very laudable aim of securing
proper Sunday observance, should have adopted a
name suggestive of something both theologically and
historically obsolete. It will be impossible to estab-
lish proper Sunday observance in the name or inter-
est of Sabbatarianism, and the Union starts out heav-
ily handicapped by its very title. Outsiders will be
opposed to any Sunday legislation which is suspected
of being u1ged in the interest of religion; while thou-
sands of sincere Christiang know that calling Sunday
‘the holy Sabbath’ has no warrant whatever from
Christ or Ids apostles.

“There is hothing in the letler or spirit of Christian-
ity which makes any honorable labor or innocent
recreation of any day a sin for a Christian, or im-
proper for an outsider. But since custom and law
have united to set apart the first day of the wcek
as a day of rest from seeular employments, and since
a weekly rest of this sort is good for man and beast—
_ especiully for the poor—both Christians and philan-
throp1sts may and can, mlght and could, unite to
secure 'legislation and organize a public sentiment
which shall enforce such an observance of Sunday as
will promote all good interests. It will never be

done, however, by a ‘ Sabbath’ Union, or ‘Sabbath’
Association, or ‘Sabbath’ anything else. It is too
suggestive of church interference with matters of State,
and all sorts of suspicions will scent something.”

It is somewhat significant that the Standard
does not express the opinton that “ Christians and
philanthropists” should unite in a demand for
Sunday laws. Nobody doubts that they “ can,
might, and could,” but the question is, Is it right
for them to do it? We think not.

At

The -American Sabbath Union and
Human Rights.

Ix Dr. Herrick Johnson’s address before the
American Sabbath Union, on the Sunday news-
paper, as published in the March Monthly Doc-
ument of that association, there are four proposi-
tions laid down concerning the Sunday newspaper,
the last of which we.shall give special notice,
Quoting from an Tllinois Supreme Court Report,
he says: —

“Eyery individual has the right to the enjoyment of
the Christian Sabbath without liability to annoyance
from theordinary secular pursuits of life, except so far
as they may be dictated by necessity or charity.”

This proposition is self-evident, and needs no
discussion. No one would uphold it more stren-
uously than would the editors of the AMERICAN
SENTINEL. But there are some questions that

we would' like to ask, to find out the idea of the -

Sunday-law advocates upon the suhject of human
rights. Suppose a man does not wish to exercise
his right to rest on the first day of the week;
what then? Must he be forced to exercise it?
Will he be compelled to rest, whether he wishes
to or not? Iflhe is to be, then it is demonstrated
that the law does not contemplate the protection
of Sunday observance as a man’s right, but the
enforcement of it as a dufy. Governments are
organized for the protection of people’s rights, not
for the purpose of compelling them to exercise
their rights, for it is considered self-evident, as a
law of nature, that no man will need to be com-
pelled to assert his own rights.

Another point that should not be passed lightly
by is this: How extensive an idea of human right
have these Sunday-law advocates? Do they
mean to imply that every man has a right to the
enjoyment of a Sabbath rest whenever he chooses
to take it, and on whatever day lie chooses to rest ?
or do they mean to limit that right to a certain
day? Do they mean that every man has a right
to be protected in the enjoyment of rest only on
Sunday? This we should infer from the propo-
sition, which plainly implies that a person has no
right to the undisturbed enjoyment of rest on any
other day. If they say that a man has a right
to the undisturbed enjoyment of rest on the sev-
enth day of the week, then they deprive them-
selves-of all argument for a Sunday law; and if

they say that a man has not a right to rest upon
Saturday, they thereby confess that their proposed
law is a law against the rights of conscience ; for
it is well known that those people do conscien-
tiously rest upon the seventh day. This is just
what they mean.

That their movement for a National Sunday
law is a movement to the effect that no one has
any rights except those who keep Sunday, is evi-
dent from the following. It has been quoted
many times before in the SENTINEL, and it doubt-
less will be quoted mauy times again, unless
National Reform Sunday-law advocates specific-
ally repudiateit. It isfrom Dr. Edwards’ speech
at the New York National Reform Convention.
He says:—

“What are the rights of the atheist? I would toler-
ate him as I would a poor lunatic, for in my view he
is scarcely sound. So long as he does not rave, so
long as he is not dangerous, I would tolerate him.
I would tolerate him as I would a conspirator.”

And later he exclaims, “ Tolerate atheism, sir?
there is n()thlng out of hell that I would not tol-
erate as soon.”

And what is Dr. Edwards’ idea of an atheist ?
Following is his own statemeunt, in the same
lecture:—

“The atheist is a man who denies the being of a
God and a future life. To him mind and matter
are the same, and time is the be-alt and the end-all
of consciousness and of character.

“The deist admits God, but denies that he has any
such personal control over human aflairs as we call
providence, or that he manifests himself and his will
in a revelation.

“The Jew admits God, providence, and revelation,
but rejects the entire scheme of gospel redemption
by Jesus Christ as sheer imagination, or—worse—
sheer imposture.

“The seventh-day Baptists believe in God and
Christianity, and are conjoined with the other mem-
bers of this class by the accident of differing with the
mass of Christians upon the question of what precise
day of the week shall be observed as holy.

“ These all are, for the occasion, and so far as our
amendment is concerned, one class. They use the
same arguments and the same tactics against us.
They must be counted together, which we very much
regret, but which we cannot help. The first-named
is the leader in the discontent and in the outery,—the
atheist, to whom nothing is higher or more sacred
than man, and nothing survives the tomb. It is his
class. Its labors are almost wholly in his interest;
its success would be almost wholly his triumph. The
rest are adjuncts to him in this contest. They must
be named from him; they must be treated as, for
this question, one party.”

That is, the man who differs with the majority
as to the exact day to be observed, the man who
conscientiously observes the seventh day, because
the Bible says so, instead of the first, concerning
which the Bible says unothing, is classed as an
atheist; and it is plainly declared that an atheist
is not to be tolerated, except as a lunatic would
be tolerated. A lunatic is allowed to run at
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large so long as he is quiet; but as soon as his
mania takes an aggressive form, he is shut up.
Dr. Edwards regards the keeping of the seventh
day as evidence of an unsound mind. So long
as the individual should say nothing about it, he
might perhaps be considered a harmless lunatic;
but whenever the observer of the seventh day
should begin to promulgate his faith, and openly
teach others that the seventh day is the Sabbath,
and persuade them to accept it, he would be rav-
ing, and, therefore, would be.shut up and treated
as a conspirator,

In the Christian Statesman of July 7, 1887, it
is positively denied that atheists, among whom it
will be remembered Christians who keep the sev-
enth day are classed, have “any reasonable claim
to conscientious convictions and privileges at all.”
Thus it is plainly seen that the success of this
National Sunday-law movement means the de-
priving of a large number of the citizens of the
United States of the rights of conscience.

Let it be understood that whatever right any
man has is bestowed upon him by God himself.
Human rights are not bestowed by civil govern-
ment. All that civil governments are instituted
for is to protect men in the enjoyment of rights
which God has given them. The Declaration of
Independence, which has justly been called the
charter of American liberties, declares that all
men are created equal, and are endowed by their

- Creator with certain inalienable rights, among
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. This means that every individual is equal,
with respect to the rights with which God has
endowed him. Now, while we have heard Na-
“tional Reformers-and the president of the Ameri-
can Sabbath Union rail against the Constitution,
we have never yet heard an American, or any
other person, for that matter, find fault with the
Declaration of Independence. That document
voiced a truthas sure as any statement of holy writ:
God has given to every man the same right; if
ninety-nine per cent. of the people in any country
have a certain right, the other one per cent. have
the same right. But the American Sabbath
Union is organized for the express purpose of
protecting one class in the enjoyment of certain
rights, and the depriving of another class of the
same rights. In' other words, it is organized for
the express purpose of overthrowing the work
done by the founders of this government. It is
distinctively un-American. Nothing is surer
than that its work is the exact opposite of the
work of the immortal framers of the Declaration

. of Independence; and therefore since their work

was to secure to this land perfect liberty, its work
has for its sole object the overthrow of American

Kberty. It seems as though this demonstration

must be clear to every individual.

1t will be said that those who are thus dis-
criminated against and deprived of equal rights
with others are only a few., Thus Dr. Edwards,
in the same speech from which we have quoted,
said:—

“The parties whose conscience we are thus charged
with troubling, taken altogether, are but few in num-
ber. This determines nothing as to who is right, but
the fact remains, and is worthy of note, that, taken
altogether, they amount to but a small fraction of our
citizenship. They are not even as many as those
among us who do not speak the English language.”

Mr. Crafts, in -his speech before the Senate
Committee, spoke of “the one or two small sects

of Christians who worship on Saturday.” And.

after speaking of the difficulties that arise in ex-
empting them from the penalties of the Sunday

law, contemptuously dlsmxsses them in the follow-
ing words:—

“ Infinitely less harm is done by the usual policy,
the only constitutional or sensible one, to let the in-
significantly small minority of less than one in a hun-
dred, whose religious convictions require them to
rest on Saturday (unless their work is of a private
character such as the law allows them to do on Sun-
day), suffer the loss of one day’s wages rather than
have the other ninety-nine suffer by the wrecking of
the Sabbath by public business.”

Many times have we heard Sunday-law lectur-
ers pass the consideration of the fact that their
law would cause seventh-day observers to suffer,
with the statement that such people constitute only
about seven-tenths of one per cent. of the popula-
tion, and that therefore they were too insignifi-
cant to be noticed. Perhaps they may think so;
but such expressions show that they do not under-
stand what they are doing. It isnot a question
of whether a few people who observe Saturday
will be injured or.not, but whether the govern-
ment can afford to adopt the principle that minor-
ities have no rights. If that principle is adopted,
it will not be limited in its application to observ-
ers of the seventh day. It may seem very fine
for the majority onany question of opinion to de-
cide that those who differ with them have no
rights; but they should remember that majorities
sometimes change. This question of Sunday law
will determine whether a man’s life or property
is safe in this country. If the government lends
itself to a scheme which will be unjust to a single
individual, then nobody has any assurance that
injustice will not be done him,  If the rights of a
few people may be trampled upon because they
keep the seventh day, the rights of some other
people may be trampled upon because they differ
with the majority on some other question. If in
this country the principle of trampling upon
human rights is once adopted, nobody can tell
where it will stop. We are not alarmists, but we
have no hesitation in saying that if the govern-
ment follows the course marked out for it by the
American Sabbath Union, the scenes of the
French Revolution will be re-enacted in this
country, It cannot be otherwise. E J.W.

%

What Makes Infidels.

We fully believe the statement of the apostle,
that the “carnal [or natural] mind is enmity
against God,” but it is nevertheless true that very
many who might otherwise be converted, are
led to the utter rejection of the gospel by the
crimes against justice which are perpetrated in
the name of Christianity. Infidelity fattens upon
just such injustice and devilish wickedness as
that related as follows in Fair Play, Valley Falls,
Kansas, of a case of persecution under the Georgia
Sunday law :—

“The father is in the chain-gang. He had the au-
dacity to insult Rev. Illiterate by digging a ditch to
carry off the foul water from his cellar instead of at-
tending church on Sunday. On Monday he was
arrested on complaint of the offended Sunday monop-
olizer, tried before a superstition-saturated magistrate,
and sentenced to a year’s companionship with thieves
and assaulters. There is no mercy for him. He is
poor and so can get no justice or favor. In vain his
wife intercedes for him, in vain his children cling to
papa’s knees as he is driven away in disgrace. Chris-
tianity is the State religion..

“The poor mother must now toil alone to support
her little ones. She can do no extra work,nor can
she pay others to do it. The slime in the cellar breeds
foul miasma. Sickness comes as the sequel of the
violation of natural law. The ‘little golden-haired
Jessie is laid low with fever. There is no money to

get the doctor,and the distracted, overworked mother
can do but little. The days drag on; the malaria-
tainted blood courses in fluctuating currents through
the burning body of the little sufferer; she cries pit-
eously for ‘papa,” ‘papa,’ and strecches her tiny
hands pleadingly forth, but, woe the crimes of Chris-
tian men, he comes not, he hears not his darling’s
plaintive call. He sweats and groans under the lash
of the heartless task-master beneath the August sun.
He hag wronged no man nor woman nor child, and
yet his limbs wear the manacles of the felon-slave, and
his baby daughter’s lisping lips must close in death
without the chrism of the father’s kiss; the once
sparkling eyes must fade into oblivion unblessed by
the sight of ¢ papa’s’ worshiped face.

“ A fresh little grave on the hill-side, above which
the crow caws ominously. A heart-broken mother
who sits among her other and half-famished children
in the cheerless home. Aniron-weighted father who
starts fitfully and murmurs brokenly in his conviet’s
sleep upon the wet, cold ground.

“A sleek dragoon of the church who sits in his
comfortable room and rubs his hands in
gleeful satisfaction as his imagination pictures John
Clark chained in the convict camp, and he thinks
how closely he and his parishioners are following in
the footsteps of the ‘ chosen people.’

“Here in his Northern home Rev. M. A. Gault
reads of this Southern murder for the church’s sake,
and grimly smiles ag he confidentially whispersin the
ear of Wilbur F. Crafts:—

“¢ Justwaituntil we getthe Blair bill through and many
a profaner of the Sabbath on these prairies and in these
valleys shall, as does John Clark, of Georgia, feel the
chastening hand of the Lord’s anointed. WE ARE THE
Lorp’s ANOINTED. ”

And who can wonder that infidels multiply, or
blame men for being infidels, when such outrages
are perpetrated in the name of Christianity ?

@

The Merits of the Edmunds Resolution.

Lasr week we gave the history of the Ed-
munds Resolution to amend the Constitution of
the United States in regard to religion in the
public schools. 'We had not space then to dis-
cuss it, and propose to do that now, and for the
convenience of the reader we print again the res-
olution :—

ARTICLE XVI.

“No State shall make any law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion -or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof ; and no religious test shall ever be required
as a qualification to any office or public trust under
any State. No public property, and no publicrevenue
of, nor any loan of credit by or under the authority
of, the United States, or any State, Territory, district,
or municipal corporation, shall be appropriated to, or
made or used for the support of, any school, educa-
tional or other institution under the control of any re-
ligious or anti-religious sect, organization, or denom-
ination, or wherein the particular-creed or tenets of
any religious or anti-religious sect, organization, or
denomination shall be taught. And no such partic-
ular creed or tenets shall be read or taught in any
school or institution supported in whole or in part by
such revenue or loan of eredit; and no such appro-
priation or loan of credit shall be made to any relig-
ious or anti-religious sect, organization, or denomina-
tlon or to promote its interests or tenets. This article
shall not be construed to prohibit the reading of
the Bible in any school or institution; and it shall
not have the effect to impair rights of property al-
ready vested.

“Sgc., 2.—Congress shall have power, by appro-
priate legislation, to provide for the prevention or
punishment of violations of this article.”

As we said of this resolution before, it is an ex-
cellent illustration of how not to say it. If it be
intended to prohibit religious instruction in the
publ-c¢ schools, it misses it. If it be intended to
prohibit sectarian instruction in the public schools,
it misses that. Because—

1. Thesecond clause only prohibits the appropri-

- ation of public money for the support of schools

which are under the control of any religious or
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anti-religious sect, organization, or denomination,
In other words, this clause prohibits the appro-
priation of any public money to parochial or de-
nominational schools. But this would allow the
teaching of religion in the public schools, and at
the public expense, This is further proved by
the last sentence of section 1, which distinctly al-
lows the reading of the Bible in any school or in-
stitution, and the intention of those who ask that
the Bible may be read in the schools is distinctly
and solely for the purpose of having religion,
that i, “broad, general religion,” but not secta-
rian, taught in the schools. '

Secondly, the third sentence proposes that no
« particular creed or tenets shall be read or taught
in any school or institution supported in whole or
part by such revenue or loan of credit,” that is,
in any public school. Yet the section expressly
grants the reading of the Bible in any school or
institution. Now every sect or denomination that
makes any pretension to Christianity gets its pe-
culiar tenets from the Bible. - Then, if a certain
sect derives from the Bible its peculiar tenet, and
the Bible is read in the public schools, assuredly
that does grant the reading of that particular
tenet, and the resolution distinetly allows what it
pretends to prohibit.

For instance, there are two denominations in
this country, which together would probably be
called a'sect. They are the Seventh-day Advent-
ists” and the Seventh-day Baptists. It is a dis-
tinct and peculiar tenet of these denominations
that the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord.
This tenet is derived from the plain reading of
one of the most familiar portions of the Scriptures,
the ten commandments, the fourth of which dis-
tinetly says, “The seventh day is the Sabbath of
the Lord thy God.” Now how is the Bible to

be read in the schools without allowing that par-

ticutar tenet to be read? Shall that particular
tenet be skipped in the reading of the Bible ? If
not, to allow the reading of the Bible will assur-
edly allow the reading of that particular tenet,
yet the reading of any particular tenet is forbid-
den by the article! The article therefore con-
tradicts itself.

Again, the doctrine of predestination, of fore-
ordination, is a peculiar tenet of the Calvinistic
creeds. They derive this from the Bible, where
it reads, with other texts, that God “hath chosen
us in him [Christ] before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love; having predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to him-
self, according to the good-pleasure of his will.”
And again, it speaks of Christ, who “ verily was
foreordained before the foundation of the world,
but was manifest in these last times for you”
These scriptures express the peculiar tenet of the
Calvinistic creed. If the Bible be allowed to be
read in the schools, that will surely allow the
reading of that particular tenet, unless such por-
tions shall be skipped to avoid reading the tenet.
But to read all the Bible except these and un-
dertake to skip them would only the more def-
initely direct the attention of the pupil to them,
and he would read them anyhow.

Again, it is a peculiar tenet of Christianity as
a whole that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son
of God, the Saviour of the world. How shall
the Bible be read without reading that peculiar
tenet, the reading of which does violence to the
religious convictions of the Jew, who, with the un-
believer, is taxed equally with all others for the
support of the schools, and who has equal rights

in all things, in school as well ag out, with all
others under the government.
principle of Christianity is therefore a peculiar
tenet, and to allow the reading of the Bible in
the public schools, as this resolution expressly
does, is to allow the reading of a peculiar tenet,
which the resolution expressly prohibits.

Once more. It is a peculiar tenet of the
Roman Catholic faith that the Virgin Mary is
so intimately connected with the divine plan of
salvation as to be so entirely a part of that plan
as properly to be an object of adoration. Aec-
cordingly, to the Roman Catholic the Bible
reads, in the third chapter of Genesisand fifteenth
verse: “I will put enmities between thee and the
woman, and thy seed and her seed; she shall
crush thy head, and thou shalt lie wait for her
heel.” The reading of this passage would be de-
clared by every Protestant in Christendom to be
the reading of a particular tenet.

But it will be said at once, by every Protest-
ant especially, that that is not the way the Bi-
ble reads. That that is the Catholic Bible, and
that it is corrupt. Oh! ah! to be sure. There
is more than one kind of a Bible, then! Butthe
Edmunds Resolution does not make any such dis-.
tinction as that. It simply says: «“This article
shall not be construed to prohibit the reading of
the Bible in any 8chool or institution.” It does
not say that this article shall not be construed to
prohibit the reading of King James’ Version of
the Bible. It simply says the Bible, and that
would leave the question as to what is the Bible,
to be decided by the majority in a school district,
a county, or a State. If the majority are Roman
Catholies, then the arsicle could not be construed

“to prohibit the reading of the Roman Catholic

Bible in the public schools. But to allow the
reading of the Roman Catholic Bible in the pub-
lic schools would be to allow the reading of that
particular tenet of the Roman Catholic faith
whieh is forbidden by this same article.

If the Mormons were in the majority, as in
Utah, then the Mormon Bible would be the one
allowed, but the reading of the Mormon Bible
would be almost wholly the reading of particular
tenets. If the Protestants were in the majority,
then King James’ Version of the Bible would be
the one to be read, which, as we have shown,
would be but to allow the reading of the pecul-
iar tenets of the Sabbatarians, the Presbyterians,
and Christianity as a whole, which the article
professes to intend to prohibit.

This list of particular tenets might be traced
through all the creeds, but what we have here
given is sufficient to illustrate the point that we
make that the Edmunds Resolution is not only
vague and uncertain, but that it is plainly self-
contradictory.

It may be said that it would be the office of
Congress, or of the Supreme Court of the United
States, to decide what is meant in the article by
the term, the Bible. Then that would be only to
have Congress or the Supreme Court settle by law
a religious question, and to fix a standard of re-
ligion for the nation which would be inevitably
the establishment of a national religion. For
“ wherever there is a system of religious instrue-
tion endowed and patronized by law with a pref-
erence given to it by the State over all other sys-

tems, and a preference given to its- teachers over-

the teachers of all other forms of belief,” that is
a religious establishment. And that is precisely
and inevitably the result of the State’s undertak-

“ing to define what the Bible is.

This supreme

This, again, shows that the Edmunds Resolu-
tion, although not strietly selfcontradictory in
its letter, is so in its spirit, because it prohibits
any State from making any law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion. And as our national
Constitution already prohibits the same to the na-
tional Legislature, it is properly to be presumed
that the spirit of this resolution is intended to be
in harmony with the first amendment. Bat, as
we have seen, although it forbids the State to do
such a thing, it inevitably involves the nation in
the doing of that very thing.

There is one more point in this: Whether it be
left to majorities in the school districts, the coun-
ties, or the States, or whether it be decided by
Congress or the Supreme Court, what Bible it
shall be which may be used in the schools, an-
other most important question is involved. Sup-
pose it should be decided what the evident in-
tention is in all this work, that King James’ Ver-
ston, or the Protestant Bible, is the one that is
meant, and that that shall be used in the schools,
then every teacher would be required to read
the Protestant version of the Bible as the stand-
ard of religion and as the word of God. But no
Catholic nor Jew, nor one who does not believe
the Bible to be the foundation of true religion,
could be a teacher in the public schools. All
these would be disqualified, and that would be, to
all intents and purposes, the establishment of a
religious test as a qualification for the office of
school-teacher. But that would not only be con-
tradictory to the sixth article of the Constitution
ag it is, but it would again make this proposed
article self-contradictory, because its second clause
says that “no religious test shall ever be required
as a qualification to any office or public trust un-
der any State.”

These are the merits of the Edmunds Resolu-
tion, proposing an amendment to the United
States Constitution. Are the people ready for it ?

Next week we shall tell of some who favor it,
and of some of the arguments used in favor of it.

AT

-

How Is This?

ON Tuesday evening, October 1, the Prohibi-
tionists of Nashville, Tenn., met in convention to
nominate a city ticket, and adopted resolutions, a
part of which are as follows:—

Waereas, We, Prohibitionists of the city of Nash-
ville, in convention assembled, have unshaken confi-
dence in the wisdom of that action by which a political
party hasbeen organized for the accomplishment of an
object more important than any other offered to our
consideration as a free people, t0 wit, the prohibition
of the beverage liquor traffic by State and national
law, as the manufacture and sale of intoxicating
liquors are the constant and fruitful source of physi-
cal, intellectual, and moral unsoundness, producing
degradation and erime, robbing women and children,
and in ways manifold and extreme perverting the
blessings of free institutions,

Resolved, That the prohibition of the liquor traf
fieshould be the dominating and dividing political
issue until such prohibition shall have become the
recognized and settled policy of the government.

Resolved, That the policy of prohibition, because
of the scope of its economic and social relations, and
the largeness of its connection with civil liberty,
should be embodied in the organic law of the States
and the United States,as a safeguard of enlarged so-
cial life, which is the basis of all stable and prosper-
ous government. .

Resolved, That the American Sunday, in the in-
terest of public order and morality, should be zeal-
ously guarded, and we hereby arraign and condemn
the municipal authorities of the city of Nashville for
the non-enforcement of law against Sunday tippling.

Resolved, That as Prehibitionists we heartily in-
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dorse and support the recent protest.of citizens of
Nashville against Sunday tippling, and proffer cordial
co-operation with them in their patriotic and lawful
efforts to enforce the law against its violators, and in
the énforcement of all other.laws.

Our third-party friends who think that if we
would demonstrate our temperance principles we
should by all means support the Prohibition
ticket, see‘k to allay our fears by saying that the
Prohibition party has nothing to do with Sunday
laws. We would like to have them explain this
resolution, and tell us whether or not the Prohibi-
tionists of Nashville are in harmony with the
party at large.

We cannot understand how the mention of
Sunday in the connection that it comes in these
resolutions, has anything to do with temperance.
The first resolution says that the sale of intoxica-
ting liquorsis the “source of physical, intellectual,
and moral unsoundness;” thatit produces deg-
radation and crime; and therefore they believe
in prohibiting it. Very good; but if they do act-
ually believe in prohibiting it, why do they need
to specify their protest against Sunday tippling,
and their determination to enforce the prohibition
of liquor on Sunday? If they are really Prohi-
bitionists, as we have always understood the term,
that would include the stopping of the sale of
liquor on Sunday as well as on all other days.
But if their movement involves something less
than the complete suppression of the liquor traffic,
—if, as their reference to Sunday implies, they
will be at least in a measure content with the
suppression of the sale of liquor on Sunday,—
how can they harmonize that with the terrible
arraignment of the liquor traffic in the first reso-
lotion? It seems to us that there is insincerity
somewhere, or else a compounding of crime. Will
some third-party friend inform us why it is nec-
essary to specify Sunday tippling in resolutions
declaiming agamst any sale whatever of liquor?

B J. W

Gathering up the Tares.

TuEe great burden of National Reformers seems
to be to rid the earth of everyone who will not
accept their theory of government. A few weeks
ago Dr. A. T, Wolff, who, according to the Chris-
tian Statesman, “is a thoroughNational Reform
man,” delivered alecture on “ People We Can Do
Without.” In hislist, he mentioned « grumblers,”
“fault-finders,” and ¢ discontented people,” and
also those whe have no “religion in politics.”
That is to say, that God’s great wheat-field, the
world, could very well do without the tares which
the enemy has sown. We are glad to say that
we heartily agree with Dr. Wolff on this point,
although a dispute might arise as to who consti-
tutes the tares, should we attempt to settle it.

Having agreed with the Doctor that tares are
« g nuisance, and we could well do without them,”
we would now like to inquire what the National
Reformers propose to do with them. Rev. E. B,
Graham wants to send them to some wild, deso-
late land, and let them stay there till they die.”
And Dr. Edwards declares that “atheism and
Christianity cannot dwell together on the same
continent.”

Under the National Reform system of govern-
ment, all>persons who are regarded by them as
tares will have to do one of two things,—they will
have to pretend to be good wheat or else they
will have to allow themselves to be gathered up
and transferred to some other continent, and if
that continent should chance also to have a “Re-

form” government, there is no felling when or
where they would stop.

This question of what shall be done with the

“tares” is a very important one, so important
that it is asked and answered by Christ himself,
He says: “The servants said unto him, Wilt thou
then that we go and gather them up? But he
said, Nay ; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye
root up also the wheat with them.” Notwith-

| standing this plain command of Christ’s, many of

his professed servants have undertaken to gather
up the tares and root them out, but the result has
always been that they rooted out more wheat
than they did tares, Millions of stalks of the
choicest wheat were destroyed during the Dark
Ages in the vain endeavor to pluck up the tares.
“Tet both grow together,” says Christ, “until
the harvest; and in the time of harvest T will say
to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares,
and bind them in bundles to burn them; but
gather the wheat into my barn.” Again Christ
says, “The harvest is the end of the world; and
the reapers are the angels”” Whosoever, there-
fore, undertakes to root up the tares is undertak-
ing a work which belongs only to the angels, and
which not even they have a right to attempt un-
til commanded by Christ at the end of the world.
A. Deros WEesTcorT.

>

Sunday-Law Church Going.

In the Missouri Sunday-law Convention Dr.
Hayes, of Kansas City, made a speech in which
he said :—

“TIt is said, ‘Is not this Sunday excursion of the
country, this trip to the country, is not that rest?’
Now I have seen some of these trips to the country ;
T used to take them occasionally. I have been around
congiderably to picnics. T have gone to a good many
Congregational picnics. Absolutely, I never went
anywhere from which I came home more tired than
from a Sunday-school picnic. I took my brother
from Allegheny into the Rocky Mountains one
sammer, and we worked so hard resting that we came
home absolutely worn out—both of us were abso-
lutely worn out. If you want to see the nervous

effect of 2 Sunday excursion out of Kansas City into-

a suburban town, take passage on the return home
train. The men had caroused all day, letting their
wives earry the baby, and if you ever saw a fagged-
out set of women you will see itthen. The next day
as cormpositors in the printing office, as apprentices in
the workshops, and in their blacksmith shops, and
carpenter shops—these men all day were not worth
much more than half a hand’s wages. That is the
fact about it. 'Why ?—Because that Sunday, instead
of being a day of rest and invigoration, was a
day of exhaustion, of nervous exhaustion, and
they came back home fagged-out. You follow that
same man’s brother; probably he took a good
nap Sabbath morning; got up at eight o'clock;
had a good, comfortable breakfast with his chil-
dren; along about nine o'clock the children went
to Sabbath-school ; and at ten o’clock he and his wife
leisurely walked down to the church, took their seat
in God’s house quietly, and listened to the sermon,
and by and by went home and took a good comfort-
able dinner.
noon, went to the church at night, and Monday mom-
ing that man went to his shopand took hold of the
plane and was ready for work.”

This contrast is no doubt correct between the
man who carouses and the man who goes to
church. But admitting all this to be true, then
what is the object of stopping the Sunday excur-
sion trains and street-cars, except it be to have
the people go to church instead of on excursions?
But will they go to church when the cars are
stopped? Will not those who are given to ca-
rousing carry it on in the «ity mstea,d of going
to church?

It is not at all true, however, that all of the

Then he took a good rest in the after-’

people who go to the park and on excursions on
Sunday are given to carousing.

A further point in this is the arrogant as-
sumption of the Sunday-law clerics of power
to compel everybody to conform to their views
on Sunday. Because some people choose to
ill-usé themselves upon opportunity, therefore
all opportunity to use themselves either well or
ill on that day, except that of going to church,
must be taken away from everybody! “It
is of the essence of power that it may be ex-
ercised unwisely or abused by those to whom
it is intrusted” And because some choose to
abuse their rights of recreation and enjoyment,
this does not in any sense justify the effort of the
Sunday-law advocates to take away from others,
or even these, the right to rightly use these pow-
ers. When these gunchy law men shall have
succeeded in their effort to regulate the exercise
of the powers of others, what assurance have we -
that they themselves will not abuse the power
which they propose to exercise? There is no
assurance whatever that they will not, but we
have the assurance of all history that they will.

More than this, there is no remedy in law for
such evils. All that law can possibly do in such
cases is by the exercise of restraint to check the

-evil for a time, and that time is only until the

restraint can be cast off, or the vigilance of those
who enforce the law is slacked. Then not only
does the evil go on, but it goes on with acceler-
ated force, from the fact that the vietins will
reimburse themselves for the deprivations which
they have been forced to bear, As the Hon.
Mr. McDougal told the Sunday-law preachers at
Columbus, Ohio, the remedy for all these things
of which they complain, lies deeper than can
be reached by law, and can be effected by
nothing else than the strictly remedial power of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. That renews the
mind, purifies the heart, and reforms the life, by
implanting the abiding priuciple of absolute right
and the love of it. If these men would employ
the power of the gospel of Christ in thejr work,
instead of the power of the civil law, they would
find the results much more rapid and effective.
A T.T

P

Avoiding the Appearance of Church
and State.

Mgrs. BATEHAM, the representative of the Na-
tional Woman’s Christian Union before the Sen-
ate Committee, in the hearing on the Sunday-
Rest bill, said that it was the desire of that or-
ganization, that “ promote” in the title of the bill
should be changed to “protect.” This was
asked, she said, “so that it should have no ap-
pearance of what all Americans object to, any
union of Church and State.”

It seems to be the motto of every organization
that is working for a Sunday law, to avoid all ap-
pearances of their real object. The National Re-
form Association, and all who affiliate with them,
know that every true American is opposed to any
union of Church and State, and if the real inward-
ness of their movement should come to the sur-
face, their object would be defeated. So of course
they must deny all charges of working to unite
the Church with the State. They say, “ We are
opposed to any union of Church and State.”
How are they opposed ?

In this way: They do not design that any one
denomination shall make use of the civil power
to further its own sectarian aims, or have them
favored in any way by it; but they are in favor
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of a union of the churches on what they claim to
be the fundamental principles of religion, or Chris-
tianity, and in favor of a union of this union
with the State. In other words, they are in
favor of the union of Churches and the State.

In order to successfully disguise designs they
claim that they only wish to enact a Sunday law
on civil grounds, and that more as a sanitary

.regulation than for any other purpose. They
very well know that if they should plead for it to
be enforced as a religious institution, the whole
scheme would be defeated, for the people are rad-
ically opposed to such legislation. But every-
one who is working for the Sunday law from a
civil standpoint, ought to kuow that the-Sunday
is an ecclesiastical institution, and that to enforce
an ecclestastical institution by civil power is a
union of Church and State, whether it be done to
“ promote,” or “protect,” the observance of the
day as a day of religious worship or not.

Every little -while this National Reform wolf,
clothed in sheep-skin, is disclosed to those who
are watching the movement. In a paper before
the Senate hearing entitled, “The Relation of
Sunday Amusements to Sunday Work,” Mr.
Crafts said: “Casting out religion from the Sab-
bath they cast out rest.” Now if they want Sun-
day enforced as a day of physical rest, and can-
not get the rest without religion, and have to call
on the civil power to enforce the rest, what else
is it but the State enforcing religion by law?
And what would you call that but a union of
Church and State ? E. HrLLIARD.

Duluth, Minn.

Sunday-Law- Logic.

Or all that passes for logic the Sundaydaw
arguments excel in contradictory assertions; no-
tice some of the inconsistencies :—

1. They claim, as stated above, that protection
is their object, and yet offer a bill enforcing the
day upon all, containing no provision for its real
protection.

2. They explicitly claim that they are trying
to secure merely a civil Sabbath, but their own
bill squarely contradicts them by saying, “the
religious observance of the day.”

3. That bill is upheld on a health basis, but
the “religious observance” clause proves them
guilty of deception.

4. Then the bill is to close the saloons, but the
same “religious” specification, together with the
entire absence of any mention of liquors or sa-
loons, condemns that claim ; the bill pays no at-
tention to liquor; its hold is upon every individ-
ual in the land; it is easier to close every saloon
in America forever than to pass this religious
bill, but they would rather have the bill and bid
the liquor traffic Godspeed.

5. After disclaiming any intention of enforcing
Sunday as a religious day, they appeal to the
chorch to support the fourth commandment;
here is another mconsxstency——that command-
ment sanctifies the seventh day; everybody knows
that Sunday is the first, and sanctified nowhere
in the Bible.

6. They wish to put this government’s laws
on a Christian basis, when Christ commanded
that civil and divine homage be paid to separate
powers.—Moral and Scientific Companion.

-

In proportion as the ecclesiastics became co-
legislators, heresies became civil crimes, and liable
to civil punishments.—Degn Milman.

4 Evangelical Alliance.

. THE following is the program of subjects for
the national meeting of the Evangelical Alhance
at Boston, December 4 to 6:—

Opening Address, Welcome Address, From
Washington to Boston, Devotional Exercises,
The Needs of the City, The Needs of the Rural

"Districts, The Mountain Whites of the South,

General Discussion, Needs of the Times and the
Alliance Methods, Christian Co-operation in
Awakening and Directing the Moral Sentiment
of the Community, General Discussion, Christian
Co-operation in Relation to Moral Legislation,
(@) Its Enactment, (5) Its Enforcement, The Need
of Permeating Our Developing Civilization with
the Spirit of Christ, Christianity and the State,
Our Debt and Duty to the Immigrant Popula-
tion, French Canadians in the United States,
Slavonic Populations in the United States, Arous-
ing and Training the Activity of the Laity, Need
of an Enthusiasm for Humanity on the Part of
the Churches, Need of Personal Contact between
Christians and Non-church-goers.

The invitation to attend is extended to all who
are interested. Ministerial associations, colleges,
and theological seminaries are especially invited
to send representatives.

Cardinal Gibbons Heard from Again.

IN their blind zeal for a Sunday law the
American Sunday Uniont and Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union cannot see that they are just
playing into the hands of Rome.. What a glo-
rious victory they thought they had when Car-
dinal Gibbons indorsed their Sunday-Rest bill,
and yet it was just what Pope Leo XIIL ex-
horted all his subjects to do in his Eneyclical
published in 1885. We will quote:—

“All Catholics must make themselves felt as active
elements in daily political life in the countries where
they live. They must penetrate wherever possible
in the administration of civil affairs; must constantly
exert the utmost vigilance and energy to prevent the
usage of liberty from going beyond the limits fixed
by God’s law. All Catholics should do all in their
power to cause the constitutions of States and legis-
lation to be modeled to the principles of the true
church.”

But 'says one, “ What has this Sunday law to
do with modeling legislation to the prineiples of
the Catholic Church?” We answer, “Very
much.” Sunday as a day of rest is not based
upon the law of God, and is purely a traditional
observance, and an institution of the Roman
Catholic Church. After having read a copy of
Cardinal Gibbons’ letter indorsing the Sunday-
Rest bill, the writer wrote to the Cardinal in re-
gard to his position on the Sunday institution and
received the following reply:— -

408 N. Charles St
Baltimore, Md.; Oct. 3 1889.

Dear Mr. Franke: Attherequest of His Eminence
the Cardinal, I write to assure you that you are cor-
rect in your assertion that Protestants in observing
the Sunday are following, not the Bible, which they
take as their only rule of action, but the tradition of
the church. I defy them to point out to me the word
Sunday in the Bible; if it i3 not to be found there,
and it cannot be, then it is not the Bible which they
follow in this particular instance, but tradition, and
in this they flatly contradict themselves,

The Catholic Church changed the day of rest from
the last to the first day of the week, because the most
memorable of Christ’s works were accomplished on
Sunday. It is needless for me to enter into any elab-
orate proof of the matter. They cannot prove their
point from Secripture; therefore, if sincere, they must

CARDINAL’S RESIDEN CE, }

acknowledge that they draw their observance of the
Sunday from tradition, and are therefore weekly con-
tradicting themselves. Yours very sincerely,
M. A. REARDON.
The reader will notice here that Cardinal Gib-

bons, in indorsing the Sunday-Rest bill, virtu-

- ally consented to force Protestants to weekly con-

tradiet themselves, and was perfectly -consistent
with Pope Leo’s Encyclical.

How is this, Brother Crafts? do you believe
what Cardinal Gibbons and the 7,200,000 Catho-
lics have to say? If not, why not?

We would suggest that the American Sunday
Union pin a copy of this letter to the one re-
ceived by Mr. Crafts indorsing the Rest bill, and
keep it for reference.

Mrs, Bateham, and National Reformers, please
make a note of this, E. E, FrANKE,

How Do the Methods Compare?

CoMPLAINT has been made by friends of the
Sunday-law petitions that those who circulated the
petition against all Sunday laws, have obtained
signatures by misrepresentations, or, in other
words, have beguiled the unwary, That the in-
dividuals signed it is not denied, but it is claimed
that they were unduly influenced; they were
told that the petition was all right, or that it was
what it was not, and so were induced to sign it.

That there have been such instances as this
may be true, as claimed, but all who obtained
even oue signature on a false representation of
the object of the petition, did so contrary to the
instructions of those at the head of the work.
But there is not one single individual who signed
the petition against Sunday laws and legislation
tending to union of Church and State, but what
had the right and privilege of knowing just what
the petition was, and what was its object, before he
attached to it his name. Xle alone is responsible
for signing the petition. We do not Dby this
excuse wrong methods of obtaining signatures.
‘Wrong is not right nor ever will be. God forbid
that evil should be done that good may follow.
But this is true, that even though it be admitted
that wrong methods were used, the individual
had the right and privilege of knowing what he
was signing. The wording of the petition was in
no way obscure or ambiguous.

But admitting that wrong methods were used
in circulating the counter-petitions to Sunday
laws, contrary to instructions, which is the worse
method that or to write the names of men, women,
and children, or their equivalent, and count them
all as favoring the Sunday-rest-law petition, when
many of them did not know that the petition wag
being circulated, or what it was, and others were
opposed to it. In the anti-Sunday-law petitionall
whose names appear had both the rightand privi-
lege,at the worst, of knowing what they were giving
their influence for; in ihe Sunday-law petitions they
had the right but were not granted the privilege.
A few church members voted for a whole chur ch

-oftentimes when mewbers of the church were op-

posed to the Sunday law. Representative bodies
as regards denominational work indorsed these
petitions for thousands whom they did not repre-
sent on this question any more than on the tariff
question. Ministers in these various deromina-
tions have openly opposed the Sunday-law peti-
tions, and thousands of intelligent members have,
knowing what they were doing, signed the opposing
petition. Many times minorities indorsed the
Sunday-law petition for majorities, the vote being
put at some evening prayer-meeting when but
few were present.
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‘We might continue this much farther, but this
is sufficient for a comparison of the two methods
of obtaining petitions to the respective sides of
Sunday legislation. Further investigation will
show more favorably for the anti-Sunday-law pe-
tition. Which is the better way, to grant Amer-
ican citizens who have the right, the privilege of
knowing to what-they are giving their influence,
or not even to permit the right or privilege of
knowing? Which is the more American?
Which is the more Christian? How do the
methods compare ? '

After all, are not the friends of the Sunday
law magnifying, before the public, very small mat-
ters, at the worst, in order to hide their own ab-
normal and unfair methods ?—Signs of the Times.

o
8-

A Quaker View of National Reform.

Ag our readers are well aware, the Blair
Sunday-Rest bill, and also the Blair resolution
for the amendment to the Constitution, are dead;
but the agitation which gave rise to them is not
dead, hence the following article from the Friends’
Intelligencer and Jowrnal (Philadelphia) is not
out of season, though written while these measures
were still before Congress. We would commend
the article especially to those who imagine that
only infidels and liquor sellers oppuse Sunday
laws, and remind them that Friends are neither
one nor the other, but very worthy Christian peo-
ple. We print the article entire, as follows :—

“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.”
Realizing the full force of this statement, and
feeling that there is great need for the guardians
of that priceless boon to mankind, “liberty of
conscience,” to be on the alert, we desire in as
few words as possible to call the attention of
Friends to a threatened danger.

A bill to regulate the strict observance of the

first day of the week as the Sabbath-day, has
been introduced into the United States Senate,
by Senator Blair, and an effort is also being
made to make it compulsory to teach “the prin-
ciples of the Christian religion” in the public
schools. This is to be accomplished by an
amendment to the Constitution of the United
States, the object being to make our nation “a
Christian nation” by a union of the Church and
State.
_ A petition, signed by a million and a half of
names, urging the passage of the bill, has also
been presented, and we are informed that the
friends of this legislation are exceedingly active
in its behalf. It is warmly advocated by men
and women of high position and great influence,
who, undoubtedly, have the welfare of the human
race at heart; but, as is so often the case, their
zeal has outrun their judgment, and one might
almost say, their Christianity; for where the spirit
of intoleration is, there the Spirit of Christ can-
not dwell, neither is it with those who. arrogate
to themselves infallibility.

There are several religious sects who honestly
believe (and who would uphold their belief with
their lives), that it is required of them to observe
the seventh day as the Sabbath-day. Now, shall
these Christians, professing the name of Christ,
obey the mandates of self-righteous men who pre-
sume to say, “This day shalt thou keep”? or
shall they obey the “voice” within their own
souls?

The advocates of this bill say, “Obey this law

which we have made,” and think by this means
to build up a Christian nation.

Will any forced observance of moral law be
accepted of God, or accounted unto the doer for
righteousness? The temple was built of free-
will offerings only. Can we raise up a nation of
Christians by simply compelling an outward sem-
blance of religion?

We might say, There is nothing to prevent any-
one from keeping the seventh day if they want
to do so, but we 1must remember that their pe-
cuniary circumstances may not be such as to
permit them to observe both days as days of rest.

Again, one might suppose that the clause, “to
the disturbance of others,” go limited the opera-
tion of the Iaw as to render it less harmful; but
when we remember the bitter persecution of
Friends for acts in themselves quiet and peace-
able, we cannot doubt that very many religious
fanatics will be very easily disturbed by any
observance of the day not strictly in accord with
their views, '

In regard to the other point, it would at first
seem ag though we could all unite on a willing-
ness to have the principles of the Christian relig-
ion taught in the public schools. But who is to
decide precisely what constitutes the essentials of
the Christian religion or its principles?

The highest civil tribunal is the Supreme
Court. Can that body decide the question so as
to satisfy the Catholic and the Protestant, or
even the various sects among the latter? An at-
tempt to unite the Church and State has always
proved disastrous. Turn back the pages of his-
tory and we shall find that the bloodiest wars
that have stained our annals, were waged in sup-
port of religious belief. Recall what the early
Friends suffered, comparatively a short time ago,
in order to maintain “liberty of conscience.”

The spirit of intolerance is only sleeping.
Would we, as Friends, be satisfied to have any
body of men decide what our children should be
taught as “the Christian religion”? Many of
the warmest advocates of these measures utter
the most severe denunciations of all religions not
in harmony with their own, showing a spirit that
would crucify the Christ within their brother’s
soul, while professing to follow his voice speak-
ing in their own. “Woe unto you, hypocrites!”

It was through the influence of a Friend that
liberty of conscience was secured by the Consti-
tution, and they have always stood foremost in
the fight when it has been assailed, and we take
this means of calling everyone to the duty of
the hour, reminding one and all that “eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty.”

‘While using every effort to prevent the taking
of this step in the wrong direction, we would not
be understood as denouncing, personally, the
author of the measure, or the signers of the peti-
tions, or their motives; but even great and good
men make very grave mistakes, and it is the duty
of each one of us to guard with exceeding care
this priceless gift of God unto the children of
men, both from the attack of enemies and the
harmful abuse of overzealous friends.

No one could be more desirous than we to see
the day when Christ shall rule the world, but
this proposed step is & retrograde movement,
and when one of its supporters would say, “The
government has the right to command the con-
sciences of men,” it is full time to call a halt.

This is the first step. The second will be to
secure the erasure of the word principles; and the

next, the insertion of the name of that religion
holding the balance of power.

Ah, Friends, it would be impossible to fully
comprehend the danger until we are caught
within its toils.

May our Father in Heaven guide and protect
us. .

Look Not to Civil Laws.

THE “Sunday observance ” movement inangu-
rated last Sunday evening in this city, bids fair
to bring in contact the positive and- negative
opinions of a common people, and to bring upon
true Christianity an influence more antagonistic
and baneful than infidelity itself. It has been
clearly demonstrated that no amount of law can
compel a change of convictions firmly imbedded
in the mind of the average American. If moral
suasion and precept has no influence on his hab-
its, which are not against the laws of the land, to
use coercion would be fatal to any possibility of
success, and engender the most radical views and
influence in the opposite extreme. “ Christians”
will do well to remember that their fight in this
matter is not conducted against ignorant and
superstitious’ foreigners, but against an intelli-
gent and comparatively well-educated people—a
people capable of forming an opinion based upon
sound sense and justice, and who will not permit
dictation from an egotistical and warped minoriiy.

The element conspicuous in this movement are
favored by wealth, position, or business, and can
go to the beach on week-days, or can afford
to remain there during the entire season. They
do not lose their position or the pay for a day
while there, as do those who may go Sunday and
against whom they declare war. A man’s right,
moral and physieal, to go about on Sunday, can-
not be successfully combated. Any religious
movement to suppress an inherent right in the
non-church-goer will not meet defeat, but will
bring about legislation in retaliation detrimental
to the church and its interests and from which it
will never recover.

Custorn has favored Sunday as a day for re-
ligious observance, but there is no biblical law
for it, nor is there anything said relative to its
observance, as many would have us suppose.

« Christians” declare that Sunday is a day of
rest and quiet; yet they raise more bedlam by
the clanging of their bells from five to eleven
o’clock in the morning, and by their bass drum
parades, than do all the people who visit the
beaches and whom they have disturbed from
their sleep on the only morning in the week in
which they are able to vest, and virtually driven
them from home to escape from their noise and
confusion.

“Brethren,” attend to.your legitimate busi-
ness; continue your work of Christianity as your
Master began it, and when you begin to feel that
you require aid from the civil authorities, know
that your faith has weakened and that there is
something radically defective in your own com-
position and with your personal religion.—A4. G.
J., in Los Angeles Tribune, Sept. 5.

>

-«

Carisr’s kingdom is not of this world. The
chureh is not-a Police Board, nor Ceesar’s lieuten-
ant, but a saviour of lost sinners. Its simple,
sole, glorious mission is to bring sinners to Jesus
by preaching the gospel to. them with the Holy
Ghost sent down from Heaven—8t Louis Ob-
server. ) -
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Nore.—No papers are sent by the publishers of the
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed
forit, If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub-
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub-
lishers to pay for the same.

SomEONE has sent us a copy of Hoof and
Horn, date of September. 12, marked, “Please
return.” We will do so if the friend who sent
it will drop us a card giving his address.

. 4

THE Silver Gate, an excellent little paper pub-
lished in San Diego, this State, and from which
we have several times quoted, is no more, having
given place to a seven-column quarto, the San
Diego County Reporter. The former publisher
has taken in two partners, thus forming the firm
of Davis, Vestal & Peebles, editors and proprie-
tors of the new paper. They announce that all
patrons of the Silver Gate (subscribers and adver-
tisers) will be served with the Reporter in future.

We wish the new paper success, and hope that
it will be as sound on the question of the proper
relation of Church and State as was its prede-
cessor. :

®
&

PossIBLY we are too sanguine, but a recent
advertisement which appeared in an Eastern re-
ligious journal has suggested to us a new solution
of the much-vexed Sunday-rest question, Those
who are foremost in agitating for a national Sab-
bath law claim that what they want is a general
Sunday rest. Now asthe advertisement to which
we refer says that “Sapolio used every week-day
gives rest on Sunday,” it might not be amiss for
the American Sabbath Union, National Reform
Association, et al,, to do a little missionary work
“with thig wonderful cleansing-compound. It could
certainly do no harm to try it, and if the experi-
ment should prove successful they would not be
under the necessity of again troubling Congress
about the matter.

IN a recent communication fo the Charistian
Statesman one of the National Reform secretaries
BAYS 1~

“This country was settled by Christian men who

believed in keeping the first day of the week as the
Sabbath. It was by them incorporated in our civil

institutions as a part of the common law of the land..

Our Seventh-day brethren came here with this un-
derstanding, There was an unwritten agreement be-
tween them and this government when they camne
here that they would abstain from common labor on
"the first day of the week. It may be a cross for
them, but they cannot charge us with oppressing
their corsciences. When they came they agreed to
respect our. consciences so far ag to abstain from com-
mon labor on the Lord’s day.”

Then the Quakers and Baptists that were
“whipped and hanged in-Massachusetts had no
just cause of complaint. The Puritans came
there and established their relmon by law, and
when the Quakers and Baptlsts came among
them 1t was
they would obey the laws of the colony; when
any violated the law, and thus the tacit agree-
ment, they forfeited all their rights, and were
properly punished. Do the National Reformers
believe it? If not, why not? Such arguments
would justify all the persecuiion which the world
has ever scen. To see'such thingsin a paper

with the tacit understanding that

calling itself Ohristian is enough to make one
feel that the lnstory of the Dark Ages has been
written in vain.

Py

REev. J. M. FosrERr, one of the district secre”
taries of the National Reform Association, has
written a letter to the Ohristian Notion in which
he attempts to justify the persecution of Seventh-
day Baptists and Seventh-day Adventists under
color of the Arkansas Sunday law some three
years ago. He says: “The old man and his son

1 of seventeen whose horse was sold for $27, and

the man whose young wife and child died while
he was in prison, brought that evil on themselves
by breaking the law.” Certainly they did; and
50 did the Christians in the days of pagan and
papal persecution bring all the trouble on them-
selves “ by breaking the law.” Is it any wonder
that infidgls abound when men professing to be
ministers of Christ boldly defend such wicked
cruelty in the name of religion? Secretary
Foster and men of his ilk lack only the power
to make them persecute as cruelly and as wick-
edly as did the Spanish Inquisitors,

b
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SoME idea of the magnitude of the work done
during the past few months in the interests of
Sunday legislation may be gathered from the fol-
lowing item of news, which we take from the
Cynosure:—

“Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, field secretary of the Ameri-
can Sabbath Union, has traversed thirty-four States
and Territories in his transcontinental tour, lecturing
in the chiefcities and organizing Sabbath Associations
and Sunday Closing Leagues in States, counties, and
cities. Three years ago but two States were organ-
ized, namely, Maryland and New Jersey There
were also city organizations in Philadelphia, New
York and Chicago. When the Americax Sabbath
Union began its work at the opening of this year,
there had been added to the list of organized States,
Illinois, Towa, Dakota,and Kentucky. The American
Sabbath Union’s field secretary hag since assisted in
organizing Ohio, Virginia, Missouri, Minnesota, Colo-
rado, Wyoming, Montana, Washington, California,
New Mexico, and Kansas, besides two county and ten
city associations. He has also arranged conventions
for organization in Louisiana, Arkansas, Wisconsin,

. Utah, Oregon, and Arizona, besides several counties.”

The advocates of Sunday laws are terribly in
earnest, and those who suppose that they are only
a lot of “cranks,” with no hopes or prospects of
success, certainly have given the matter very little
attention. Bigots many of them may be, but
they are neither fools nor sluggards, and they
mean to succeed.

-

THE advocates of Sunday laws aze not noted
for consistency. Thus Doctor Herrick Johnson,
of Chicago, argues as follows, that none should
insist upon keeping the seventh day :—

“Now, let us look at the impracticability of the .

qnestxon raised here and see where this matter of
conscience rests. It is now half-past ten in Chicago.
It is half-past eleven here (Washington, D. C.). If
one of the Seventh-day Baptists should start west
from Chicago to go around the world, always keeping
each successive seventh day, when he got back to
Chicago he would be keeping Friday instead of Sat-
urday as the Sabbath; and another Seventh-day
Baptist who went the other way around the world
would be keeping Sunday instead of Saturday for the
Sabbath when he got back. That is what comes of
‘making a fetich of the letter.”

But how is it that this has no effect on Sun-
day? Mr. Johnson professes to believe that it is
a sin to work on any part of Sunday, but how
can that be if it is impossible to keep track of
the day? Or does he wish to be understood as
holding that, whereas Sunday can be identified
the world over, the day immediately preceding it

cannot be? Such a cavil might to some minds
have conbldemble welght, as against the ob-
ligation to keep any day, but to us it seems
to be out of the question that any rigid Sunday-
keeper can honestly use it.

A LETTER from a friend now in Rome informs
us that he has visited all the principal churches
on Sunday, and was surprised to find but a few
women and the priests and attendants present.
He says that when the pope ruled they were
crowded. In this connection we take from a
Roman paper the words of a priest, giving evi-
dence that the Roman machine has but little
honor in its home. TFather Phelan, of the St.
Louis Watchman, writing from Rome, says:—

“ Three-fourths of the people of Rome do not go to
church on Sunday. . They are on a vacation. Under
the popes they were not only obliged to go to church
but had to go to holy communion once a year.

The old families are true to the core. The little
shop-keepers talk of the ‘good old days under the
popes,” and wonder if they will ever return. Rome
had 165,000 people under papal rule; now she has
about 400,000. The majority of the present popula-
tion is anti-papal.”

It is not strange that Mr. Pecei is anxious to
emigrate to some land where his corporation is
doing business after the old ﬂtyle—Westem

Ameru'an

~-
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A CORRESPONDENT asks us to give the numer-
ical strength of the National Reform Association,
the American Sabbath Union, and the Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union. This we cannot
do with any great accuracy. The so-called Sab-
bath Union “was,” in the words of Senator Blair,
“officially constituted by official action of the
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, the Home Missionary Society of the
Baptist Church, the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (North and South), and the
Synod of the Reformed Church, five denomina-
tions, whose membership together is 5,977,693.
The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union num-
bered, a year ago, 185,521; but the number of
National Reformers we cannot give; they are,
however, included almost wholly in the American
Sabbath Union. Of course it must be borne in
mind that very many of the 5,977,693 persons
belonging to the five denominatiuns forming the
American Sabbath Union, are under the age of
twenty-one years.

Another fact to be remembered is that the
members of the Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union are also very largely' members of those
five churches. Indeed, the real working strength
of the three bodies, namely, the so-called Sabbath
Union, the National Reform Assocm.tlon and the
Woman’s Christian Temperance” Union, is very
much smaller than it appears to be; but the lead-
ers are energetic, and are sparing neither time nor
means to secure official recognition of Sunday by
the general government.
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